
Diocesan Institute Courses 
FALL 2010 

       INTRODUCTORY COURSES 

What does it mean to say, ―I believe…‖? What is the 

Faith that Catholics profess? This course explores in 

detail many of the core tenets of the Catholic Faith as 

they are expressed in the Apostles’ Creed.  Topics to be 

addressed include: God’s Revelation, the nature of faith 

and belief, the Holy Trinity, creation, the nature of 

man, original sin, Jesus Christ, the Paschal Mystery, the 

Holy Spirit, and the four last things (death, judgment, 

heaven and hell).  

 

Wednesdays, Sept. 15, 22, 29, Oct. 6, 2010 

6:30-9:00 p.m.  

St. Mark the Evangelist Parish, Greencastle 

Rev. John Bateman 

$25.00  

 

Mondays, Sept. 27, Oct. 4, 18, 25, Nov. 8, 2010 

6:00-8:00 p.m. 

St. Katharine Drexel Parish, Mechanicsburg 

Mrs. Kristine Hammar 

$25.00  
 

Tuesdays, Sept. 28, Oct. 5, 12, Nov. 2, 9, 2010 

3:45-5:45 p.m. 

Sacred Heart School, Lancaster 

Mr. Jim Gontis 

$25.00  

 

Thursdays, Oct. 7, 14 21, 28, Nov. 4, 2010 

3:30-5:30 p.m. 

St. Joseph Parish, York 

Rev. Louis Petruha, OFM Cap. 

$25.00 

 

Tuesdays, Oct. 12, 26, Nov. 2, 9, 16, 2010 

7:00-9:00 p.m. 

St. Pius X Parish, Selinsgrove 

Mr. Ryan Bolster 

$25.00 

I01 Overview of Catholic Doctrine: 
      The Creed 

I02 Introduction to Scripture 

―Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of 

Christ‖ (Saint Jerome).  In other words, those who seek 

to deepen their relationship with Jesus must immerse 

themselves in God’s Holy Word.  This course addresses: 

how we come to know God through His Revelation in 

Sacred Scripture; the story of salvation history that is 

woven throughout Scripture; the relationship between 

Sacred Scripture, Sacred Tradition, and the Magisterium 

(teaching office of the Church); what it means to say that 

Scripture is both ―inspired‖ and ―inerrant‖; keys to cor-

rectly approaching, understanding and interpreting Scrip-

ture; a brief overview of the individual books of both the 

Old and New Testaments; how to choose a Scripture 

translation and tips for personal Scripture study. 

 

Wednesdays, Sept. 15, 22, 29, Oct. 20, 27, 2010 

7:00-9:00 p.m. 

St. Ignatius Loyola Parish, Orrtanna 

Rev. Ken Smith 

$25.00 

 

Tuesdays, Oct. 5, 19, 26, Nov. 9, 2010 

6:30 – 9:00 p.m. 

St. Joseph Parish, Mechanicsburg 

Rev. Joshua Brommer 
(To register, contact Mary Vukelich at 717-766-9433) 

 

Thursdays, Oct. 14, 21, Nov. 4, 11, 2010 

6:30-9:00 p.m. 

St. James Parish, Lititz 

Mr. Ryan Bolster 

$25.00  

***Note to Principals and C/DRE’s: 

 

If you would like to schedule Teaching Methodology 

Part I or Part II  

at your school or parish, please contact Ryan Bolster 

at (717) 657-4804, ext. 225 or  

rbolster@hbgdiocese.org. 



 
The Church in this world is the sacrament of salvation, 

the sign and the instrument of the communion of God 

and men (CCC 780). Topics to be addressed in this 

course include: the role of the Church in God’s plan of 

salvation, the Church as the People of God, the Body of 

Christ, and the Temple of the Holy Spirit, the four marks 

of the Church, the hierarchy, the laity, consecrated life, 

the communion of saints, and the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 

Tuesdays, Sept. 21, 28, Oct. 5, 12, 19, 2010 

7:00-9:00 p.m. 

St. Joseph Parish, York 

Deacon Neil Crispo 

$25.00  
 

Wednesdays, Sept. 22, 29, Oct. 6, 13, 20, 2010 

7:00-9:00 p.m. 

St. Rita Parish, Blue Ridge Summit 

Rev. Robert Malagesi, M.SS.CC 

$25.00  
 

Thursdays, Sept. 23, 30, Oct. 7, 14, 21, 2010 

6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Holy Name of Jesus Parish, Harrisburg 

Deacon Joe Wrabel 

$25.00  
 

Tuesdays, Oct. 5, 12, 19, 26, 2010  

6:30 - 9:00 p.m. 

St. Columba Parish, Bloomsburg 

Mr. Joe Mullen 

$25.00 (To register, contact Mr. Mullen at 570-784-0801) 
 

INTRODUCTORY COURSES  

This two-part course for catechists focuses on the skills and 

competencies necessary to effectively teach the Catholic 

Faith. Topics addressed in Part I include: personal prepara-

tion of the catechist, establishing course/lesson goals and ob-

jectives, structuring a catechetical lesson, classroom manage-

ment, evaluating lessons, and teaching children with special 

needs. Topics addressed in Part II include: characteristics of 

catechesis, basic Catholic vocabulary, teaching doctrine to 

children, sharing the story of salvation history, teaching with 

the Catechism of the Catholic Church, teaching prayer, the 

role of parents, and special issues in religious education. 
 

Saturday, August 21, 2010 

10:00 a.m.– 3:00 p.m. 

Holy Spirit Parish, Palmyra 

Mrs. Marcie Warner 
(To register, contact Marcie Warner at 717-838-3369, x 5) 
 

Saturday, September 11, 2010 

10:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Lancaster 

Sister Mary Elizabeth Schmidt, IHM 
(To register, contact Sr. Mary Elizabeth at 717-392-4522) 

 

Tuesday and Thursday, October 19 and 21, 2010 

6:30 –9:00 p.m. 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Abbottstown 

Sister Rosanne Joseph Karmazin, S.S.J. 

$15.00  
 

Saturday, September 25, 2010 

10:00 a.m. –3:00 p.m. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Lancaster 

Sister Mary Elizabeth Schmidt, IHM 
(To register, contact Sr. Mary Elizabeth at 717-392-4522) 

I07 Teaching Methodology—Part I  

I10 Introduction to the Church  

I12 Introduction to Prayer  

Prayer is ―nothing else than an intimate friendship, a fre-

quent heart-to-heart conversation with Him by Whom we 

know ourselves to be loved‖ (Saint Teresa of Avila).  

Topics to be addressed in this course include: the nature 

of prayer, prayer in Scripture and in the life of Christ, the 

various forms of Christian prayer, the sources of prayer, 

overcoming difficulties and temptations in prayer, the 

Liturgy of the Hours, and a detailed examination of the 

Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Mondays, Sept. 20, 27, Oct. 4, 11, 2010 

6:30 –9:00 p.m. 

St. Peter Parish, Elizabethtown 

Mr. Jim Gontis 

$25.00  

I05 Introduction to Morality  
“Teacher, what good must I do to gain eternal life?”  

(Mt 19:16) This course explores the Catholic moral tradition 

and what it means to live as a disciple of Jesus Christ.  Topics 

to be addressed include: the dignity of the human person as 

created in the image and likeness of God, the beatitudes, the 

nature of freedom and responsibility, the morality of human 

acts, conscience, sin, the virtues, the moral law, grace and 

Catholic social teaching.  The course includes an in-depth 

consideration of the Ten Commandments. 
 
Wednesdays, Oct. 13, 20, 27, Nov. 3, 10, 2010 

6:30 –8:30 p.m. 

Trinity High School, Camp Hill 

Mr. John Cominsky 

$25.00  

I07 Teaching Methodology—Part II 



ADVANCED COURSES/COURSES OF SPECIALIZATION 

Thursdays, Sept. 23, 30, Oct. 7, 14, 21, 28,  

Nov. 4, 11, 2010 

7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

St. Leo Parish  (Weber Activity Center), Lancaster 

Dr. David Hall 

$50.00 
 
This course will contextualize the Old Testament propheti-

cal books both historically and theologically as an expres-

sion of God’s covenant with Israel.  In a variety of times 

and circumstances, God spoke through the prophets a call 

to conversion—to turn around and embrace God’s ways 

with a whole heart.  Looking back through the perspective 

of the Church, the prophets show the continuity of the New 

Covenant (the coming of Christ) with the Old, and the es-

sence of their message—to turn around and embrace God’s 

ways with a whole heart—is relevant and crucial today.  (It 

is recommended, but not necessary, that participants al-

ready have completed the Introduction to Scripture course.) 

A14i Advanced Scripture:  
The Gospel of Luke and the Acts of 
the Apostles 
This course fulfills the Advanced Scripture course  requirement 

 for the Advanced Catechetical Certificate, Master Catechetical  

Certificate,  Certificate for Leaders of Scripture Study and all  

certificates in Pastoral  Ministry. 
 

Tuesdays, Oct. 19, 26, Nov. 2, 9, 16, 23, 2010 

6:30 - 9:00 p.m. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Lewisburg 

Sister Maria Thomas More Dzurnak, SS.C.M. 

$50.00 
 

This overview of the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the 

Apostles will include background information on Saint 

Luke the Evangelist and his writings.  The course will fol-

low the general outline of Saint Luke’s Gospel, including 

the Prologue and Infancy Narratives, Jesus’ Journey to Je-

rusalem, and His Passion and glorification.  The Acts of the 

Apostles will be addressed in a similar manner, focusing on 

the ministry of Saints Peter and Paul. 

This course fulfills the Advanced Scripture course  requirement 

 for the Advanced Catechetical Certificate, Master Catechetical  

Certificate,  Certificate for Leaders of Scripture Study and all  

certificates in Pastoral  Ministry. 

A14k Advanced Scripture: Old 
Testament Prophetic Proclamation: 
Covenant, Conversion and Continuity 

A01 Advanced Morality 

Sundays, Oct. 17, 24, 31, Nov. 7, 14, 21, 2010 

6:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

St. Vincent de Paul Parish, Hanover 

Rev. John Szada 

$50.00 
 
This course will critically  examine recent development 

in moral theology by examining the Catechism of the 

Catholic Church and Pope John Paul II’s encyclicals 

Veritatis Splendor (The Splendor of the Truth) and Evan-

gelium Vitae (The Gospel of Life).  This course will in-

clude the application of moral principles to the fields of 

sexual ethics, social justice and medical ethics.  For those 

seeking diocesan catechetical certification, Introduction 

to Morality is a pre-requisite for this course. 

S01/S02 Adult Methodology I & II 
Required course for the following certificates: Certificate for 

Catechist of Adults, Certificate for Leaders of Scripture Study 

and the Certificate in Pastoral Ministry with a concentration in 

the RCIA. 
 

Thursday, Oct. 28, Wednesday, Nov. 3,  

Tuesday, Nov. 9, 2010 

6:15– 9:15 p.m. 

Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg 

Dr. Mary Ann Boyarski 

$50.00 (includes texts) 
 

This course will explore adult development and learning, 

general principles of adult education, Church documents 

regarding adult faith formation and explore avenues of 

spiritual growth and development. Those participants desir-

ing credit toward certification will be expected to complete 

two assignments, one to two pages in length. 

S10 Catechetical Leadership 
Required course for the Coordinator of Religious Education 

(CRE) Certificate. 

Saturdays, Sept. 25, Oct. 30, Nov. 20, Dec. 11, 2010 

9:00 a.m. - 12 noon 

Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg 

Mr. Jim Gontis 

$50.00  
 

This course focuses on information and skills in a variety 

of areas which are key to fruitful and effective catechetical 

leadership, including, but not limited to: recruitment and 

retention of catechists, choosing catechetical texts, incorpo-

rating the diocesan curriculum, conducting parent meet-

ings, legal issues, and mapping out the catechetical year. 



ELECTIVES 
Those who are pursuing catechetical certification can receive elective credit hours toward  

certification for attending the following elective courses/workshops. 

E149 Women in the Bible 

Wednesdays, Sept. 1, 8, 15, 22, Oct. 6, 2010 

7:00—9:00 p.m. 

Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg 

Rev. John Trigilio 

$25.00 
 

This survey will introduce participants to the famous and infamous 

women of Scripture, and address the contributions these women 

made in their time and ours.  From Eve, Sarah, and Esther to Mary 

and Mary Magdalene, the course will examine the role of women 

in the Biblical narratives, their place in the Jewish and Christian 

faiths, and the lessons their stories impart to women today. 

Wednesdays, Sept. 15, 22, 29, Oct. 6, 13, 20, 2010 

7:00—9:00 p.m. 

Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg 

Rev. Msgr. Thomas J. Kujovsky 

$35.00 
 

This survey of Catholic Spirituality over the centuries includes 

consideration of the spirituality of the early Church, Benedictine 

spirituality, Franciscan spirituality, Dominican spirituality, Ig-

natian spirituality, and selected representatives of modern spiritu-

ality.  Suggested text for this course is Christian Spirituality in 

the Catholic Tradition by Jordan Aumann (Ignatius Press, 1985)  

E150 An Overview of the Spirituality 
of Western Catholicism 

E151 The Life and Spirituality of Saint 
Francis of Assisi 
 
Tuesdays, Oct. 19, 26, Nov. 2, 9, 16, 2010 

7:00—9:00 p.m. 

Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg 

Rev. Jordan Hite, TOR 

$25.00  
 

This course will examine the historical background and culture of 

the Church and society in central Italy at the time of Saint Fran-

cis.  The writings of Saint Francis and the writings about Saint 

Francis (which are numerous) will be studied with a special em-

phasis on his life of prayer, relationship with God and the 

Church.  It will include some spiritual exercises based on the 

spirituality of Saint Francis. 

E152 Catechesis on the Most Holy 
Rosary 
 

Monday, October 18, 2010 
7:00-9:00 p.m. 

St. Ignatius Loyola Parish, Orrtanna 

Mr. Jim Gontis 
(To register, e-mail Val Mentzer at  

robinrmentzerllc@embarqmail.com) 

 
 

E13 The Four Marian Dogmas 
 

Tuesday, October 19, 2010 
7:00-9:00 p.m. 

Corpus Christi Parish, Chambersburg 

Mr. Jim Gontis 
(To register, call or e-mail David Cheslock at 717-263-9541, or  

e-mail him at ccd@corpuschristichbg.org) 

 
 

E153 Catholic School Teachers and  
Parish Religious Education Catechists 
as Witnesses to Christ 
 

Monday, October 25, 2010 
7:00-9:00 p.m. 

St. Joseph School, Dallastown 

Mr. Jim Gontis 
(To register, call or e-mail Paula Sivulka at 717-246-9959 or  

psivulka@yahoo.com) 

 
 

E152 Catechesis on the Most Holy  
Rosary 
 

Thursday, October 14, 2010 
7:00-9:00 p.m. 

Our Mother of Perpetual Help Parish, Ephrata 

Mr. Jim Gontis 
(To register, call or e-mail Kelly Lawrence at 717-738-4517 or    

omphreled@dejazzd.com) 

 
 

E14 The Incarnation and Nativity of 
Our Lord 
 

Monday, November 22, 2010 
7:00-9:00 p.m. 

St. Katharine Drexel Parish, Mechanicsburg 

Mr. Jim Gontis 
(To register, call or e-mail Suzanne Bruzga at 717-697-8716 or 

sbruzga@skdparish.com) 

E104 Catechists as Witnesses to Christ 

Monday, August 23, 2010 
6:30-7:30 p.m. 

St. Catherine Laboure Parish (Leo Hall), Harrisburg 

Mr. Jim Gontis 
(To register, call Fatima Roberge at 717-564-1321) 





DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG  
Annual  

Catechetical Conference  
 

òCatechizing Toward Heavenó 

 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2010 

 

9:00 A.M.ð 4:00 P.M. (Doors open at 8:00 A.M.) 

 

Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, PA 

($30.00 includes continental breakfast and lunch) 

 

  KEYNOTE ADDRESS: 

  Dr. Peter Kreeft 

 

Approximately 30 break-out sessions. 

   

For more information, please contact Jim Gontis at 717-657-4804, ext. 227 or 

Kathy Burger at 717-657-4804, ext. 229 

The Catholic Distance University 
 

The Catholic Distance University offers online theology courses and seminars (both for credit and non-

credit) for those who are interested in learning more about the beauty and truth of the Catholic Faith.  

CDU’s online seminars offer authentic Catholic teachings on contemporary topics in a flexible three-

week format.  Online access to reading assignments, reflection questions, group discussion, and chapel 

meditations lets participants learn where and when it best fits their schedule.  CDU’s user-friendly 

online campus is designed for all levels of computer skills with online access to a help desk for ques-

tions. 

 

Those who complete courses and seminars offered through the Catholic Distance University can receive 

credit towards catechetical certification in the Diocese of Harrisburg.  For more information about 

CDU’s offerings, visit www.cdu.edu or call 1-888-254-4238, ext. 700. 



DIOCESAN INSTITUTE REGISTRATION FORM 
Fall 2010 

 

Name                                     

Address                                    

City/State/Zip                                  

Daytime Telephone #          e-mail                     

Parish/Catholic School                               

Are you a  Catechist?               School teacher?          Other (please specify)      

 

Registration deadline for each course is one week prior to the first class session. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

REGISTRATIONS ARE NOT PROCESSED WITHOUT PAYMENT OF COURSE FEE 

Course Fees (unless otherwise noted) 
Introductory courses:   $25.00 per course 
Advanced courses:    $50.00 per course 
Courses of specialization and electives: As noted on course listing 

 

   If registration is made through the parish, the course fee should be sent to the parish. 
Otherwise, make checks payable to and send this form to: 

òDiocese of Harrisburgó 
Diocesan Institute 

Secretariat for Education 
4800 Union Deposit Road 

Harrisburg, PA  17111 
 

HCASC Request for payment 

Approved by _____________________ 

Account # _______________________ 

Amount:   _______________________ 

Check # and Amount ________________ 

Account #01-494-000-611 (for office use only) 
 

 
If you are interested in learning more about pursuing  a catechetical/pastoral certificate,  

please see our web page at www.hbgdiocese.org.   

 For further information, please call Ryan Bolster at 657-4804 ext. 225 or Kathy Burger at ext. 229. 

Course Code Title Date/Place Fee 
    

    

    

    

For Office Use Only 


