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The Light of Faith

Lumen Fidei
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The light of faith is unique, since it is capable of illuminating every aspect of human existence. A light this 
powerful cannot come from ourselves but from a more primordial source: in a word, it must come from God. 
Faith is born of an encounter with the living God who calls us and reveals his love, a love which precedes us 
and upon which we can lean for security and for building our lives.  Lumen Fidei #4

Lent 2014

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Every year, in Her Wisdom, the Church provides a period of purification and sacrifice in preparation of 
the celebration of the Church’s great High Feast, Easter. We call this period of preparation Lent. It is not 
only a time of sacrifice, of giving something up; but it is also a time of purification, of making right our 
relationship with God and deepening our faith in Jesus Christ.

The theme for this year’s Bishop’s Annual Lenten Appeal is The Light of Faith. It is also the title of the 
first encyclical of our Holy Father Pope Francis. What a time of great joy last March when our new pope 
was elected. He has certainly brought the Light of Faith to his pontificate and gives us an exemplary 
example to follow. In Lumen Fidei he says, “Those who have opened their hearts to God’s love, heard his 
voice and received his light, cannot keep this gift to themselves. Since faith is hearing and seeing, it is also 
handed on as word and light” (#37).

The materials for this year’s Lenten Appeal illustrate that we have not kept this great gift to ourselves but 
shows, in words and images, some of the programs and ministries made possible by your generosity that 
shines the Light of Faith on our work here in the Diocese of Harrisburg and beyond.

In the name of all who will benefit from this year’s appeal, thank you for sharing you own Light of Faith 
made manifest in your prayerful and financial support for this year’s Bishop’s Annual Lenten Appeal. 

May the graces of this Lenten season strengthen the light of faith in your life so that you can, in turn, share 
it with others. In the spirit of our Holy Father, may we not think so much about becoming richer, but 
about how we may become poorer so that others may have a share in the dignity God ordains for them. 
Thank you for your generosity and sacrifice.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Very Reverend Robert M. Gillelan, Jr.
Diocesan Administrator


