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hen Pope Benedict XVI’s jet touches down in Mexico City on March 23, he will be 
arriving at a country that is making the headlines more for drug and Mexico-U.S. 
border violence than for the cradle of Catholicism it has been for hundreds of years. 
While the U.S. secular media headlines mostly focus on crime and immigration issues, 

the majority of the country remains the home of warm, welcoming people ready to show the 
impacts of Jesus Christ and Our Lady of Guadalupe in their lives. Americans may be surprised to 
learn that, according to a Feb. 13 Los Angeles Times report, tourism in Mexico actually set a record 
in 2011. While U.S. tourism dropped, tourists from other countries — especially Brazil, Russia, Peru 
and China — picked up the slack.   |   From Jan. 27-Feb. 3, a dozen members of the Catholic Press 
Association — including Herald editor Bill Howard — were immersed in the warm hospitality of 
Mexico. The journey started in Mexico City, proceeded to Puebla and concluded in Oaxaca. Below 
are some of his highlights of this unforgettable trip that reminds one of “Another Side of Mexico.”

For more photos and video highlights, type in “Mexico” 
in the search box at the Herald blog, www.blog.

coloradocatholicherald.com!
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(Above): Santa Maria de la Asuncion Church in Oaxaca is decked out for the Dia de La Candelaria on Feb. 2, when the town converges on the church to present the baby Jesuses from 
their nativity sets. The babies are blessed and then put away until next Advent. The feast day marks 40 days after Christmas, when Catholic tradition holds that Jesus was presented 
to the temple. (Above right) With the church overfl owing, women from the parish hold their baby Jesuses outside the church. The feast begins with a marching band processing with the 
people through town, arriving at the church to begin Mass, and comes complete with fi reworks set off outside the church during Mass.
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Regina Tours, based in New York City, puts together top-
notch Catholic tours and facilitated this incredible experience 
with the Mexico Tourism Board (www.visitmexico.com) and 
Destination Management Services de Mexico (www.dmsmexico.
com). Learn about Regina Tours’ upcoming Mexico pilgrimages 
by calling 1-800-CATHOLIC or going to www.regina-tours.com.

MEXICO CITY
Hotel Maria Isabel Sheraton
Paseo de la Reforma 325, Ciudad de Mexico, DF 06500, 
001-800-528-2979, www.sheraton.com/mx.
PUEBLA
Hotel San Leonardo Puebla
Av. 2 Oriente 211, Puebla, 7200, 
www.hotelsanleonardo.com.mx.
OAXACA
Hotel Victoria Oaxaca
Cerro del Fortin No. 1, Luis Jimenez Figueroa, 68070, 
Oaxaca, Mexico, 011-52-951-502-08-50, 
www.hotelvictoriaoax.com/mx.

MEXICO CITY
Hotel Maria Isabel Sheraton
Gran Teocalli Restaurant
Holiday Inn Zocalo (incredible view of downtown main 
square), Av. Cinco de Mayo 61 Col., Centro.
Cafe Tacuba
PUEBLA
Restaurant Mi Ciudad, Av. Juarez 2507
La Purifi cadora, www.lapurifi cadora.com.
Meson de la Sacristia, Calle 6 Sur, 304, Callejon de los Sapos.
OAXACA
Asador Vasco Restaurant, Portal de Flores No. 10-A, Centro, 
Oaxaca, 001-951-514-4755.
Casa Coyotepec
Los Danzantes, Macedonio Alcala 403-4, Col. Centro Tel, 
001-951-501-1184
Rancho Zapata Carretera, International Oaxaca - Istmo, Km. 
42, San Pablo Villa de Mitla, Oaxaca, 001-951-514-7005.
Casa Cantera, Dr. Federico Ortiz Armengol No. 105, Col. 
Reforma Oaxaca.

(Top): A view of the old basilica (left) and the current Basilica 
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe from the top of nearby Tepeyac 
Hill, where St. Juan Diego encountered apparitions of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. (Below) San Francisco Acatepec Church lays on the 
outskirt of Puebla and, like many churches in Mexico, features 
incredibly ornate, gold-trimmed artwork inside. The church is 
set beautifully in a small plaza with orange trees. The front of 
the church is covered in marvelous tiling. Puebla is known for 
a style of pottery/tiling, Talavera, that dates back to the 1700s 
and is common on the fronts of many churches and buildings.

(Above): Oaxaca’s downtown is peaceful on a Wednesday night. In 
the distance, one could hear an orchestra playing music for a free 
outdoor ballroom dancing evening at the other side of the square. 
(Left) Our tour guide Alfredo stands next to a huge cactus that can 
be found along the highway from Puebla to Oaxaca.

(Top): Thousands of picture of people who were healed under the intercession of Our Lady of the Remedies 
are compiled in a artful collage on one of the walls in the courtyard of Santuario de los Remedios, a beautiful 
hilltop church in Cholula just outside Mexico City. (Below) An artisan from Talavera Armando paints an 
intricate design on a piece of Talavera pottery in Puebla. The paint is all local mineral-based and is brushed 
on with either horse or goat hair due to the thickness of the paint. (Right) Hundreds of statues representing 
Mexican migrants are on permanent display in front of the Centro Cultural Santo Domingo and around 
downtown in Oaxaca. For more photos and video highlights, type in 

“Mexico” in the search box at the Herald blog, 
www.blog.coloradocatholicherald.com!


