
Our Mission: Faith-Filled Education and Academic Excellence 
 
In continuing its long standing commitment to a quality faith-filled and academically excellent 
education, the Diocese of Harrisburg along with 100 other dioceses across the nation are 
adapting, not adopting, the Common Core standards.  As with any other educational initiative, 
we, as Catholic schools, are at liberty to take the best of Common Core and make it our own, 
using the best instructional practices available, fitting them to our needs and supporting our 
mission without compromising our Catholic identity.   
 
What is Common Core?  The Common Core emerged out of conversations between states 
about aligning common standards.  As the Core developed, universities and the national 
councils for subject areas (math, language arts, etc.) helped to identify key standards. The Core 
is a set of educational goals, benchmarks, illustrating what students should know and be able to 
do by the end of each grade level, kindergarten through 12th grade.  Historically, schools in the 
U.S. have taught a “mile wide and an inch deep,” producing students who are graduating from 
schools lacking a deep understanding of key knowledge and skills. The Common Core focuses 
on a smaller number of standards, establishing consistent learning goals that focus on 
preparing all students to succeed in college and careers in a globally competitive workplace. 
The standards are clear and concise to ensure that parents, teachers and students have a clear 
understanding of the expectations in reading, writing, speaking and listening, language and 
mathematics.   
 
The use of Standards to design curriculum and instruction are not new. The PA State Standards 
and the National Math and English Standards have always been integrated into our diocesan 
curriculum which has always been built on higher expectations and based on our Catholic faith. 
Our standards now will also include a tie to Common Core standards which will be used to 
complement our educational program.  We are looking at Common Core as a measuring tool 
for what all children across the nation are expected to know at the end of each grade level, 
informing parents about learning outcomes, and thereby, making it easier for them to 
collaborate with teachers.  We encourage parents to look at the standards. 
 
To assist us in adapting the new standards, the National Catholic Education Association (NCEA) 
and partners in Catholic education established the Common Core Catholic Identity Initiative 
(CCCII).  The CCCII provides resources to design and direct the implementation of Common Core 
within the culture and context of a Catholic school curriculum. Thus Catholic schools can infuse 
the standards with the faith, principles, values and social justice themes inherent in the mission 
of a Catholic school.   
 
Because Catholic schools do not have to meet state requirements for testing and student data 
collection, we do not, nor are we required, to administer the state assessments; the national 
achievement test which we have used for the past 35 years and will continue to use is the Iowa 
Test of Basic Skills (ITBS). 
 



Methods for adapting the standards will be guided by the Education Office, and principals and 
teachers will continue to select the instructional materials and strategies that best benefit their 
students.  Our goal will always be to provide a challenging curriculum emphasizing the 
hallmarks of Catholic education—such as creativity, critical and analytical thinking, real-world 
application, and academic rigor.  We remain fully committed to providing the best, most 
rigorous, most authentically Catholic education for our students; we will decide what to adapt 
from the Common Core according to what best fits our mission, never allowing the faith and 
education of our children to be compromised. 
 
 
 


