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“Wonderful indeed is the Mystery of our Faith” 

YEAR OF FAITH: OCTOBER 11, 2012 – NOVEMBER 24, 2013 

DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG 

Goals for Parishes 
 

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY 
SAINT CATHERINE LABOURE PARISH 

Shrine of the Miraculous Medal 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

 

1. Our parish will spend the Year of Faith reflecting more deeply on the basic tenets of 

our Catholic Christian Faith. 

 

a. We will see that every family in our parish has a Bible and a Catechism of the 

Catholic Church, encouraging them to study and pray as a family. 

 

i. A limited supply of Bibles and Catechism[s] of the Catholic Church will be 

available for purchase through the Shrine Shop. 

 

ii. Links to online versions of the Bible and the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church will be made available on our webpage and also be printed in our 

Parish Bulletin.  

 

iii. A Bible and the Catechism of the Catholic Church will be given to every 

couple who celebrates Sacrament of Marriage in our parish during the 

Year of Faith. 

 

b. We will study the four major constitutions from the Second Vatican Council: 

Sacrosanctum Concilium, Lumen Gentium, Dei Verbum, and Gaudium et Spes. 

 

i. These documents will be studied in the Spring 2013 and Fall 2013 

Semester of Tuesday Adult Learning at the Laboure.  

 

ii. Links to online versions of these documents will be made available on our 

webpage and also be printed in our Parish Bulletin.  

 

c. We will study the Church’s creed and reflect on the meaning and implications 

of the statements. 
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i. The Creed will be studied in the 2013 Spring Semester of Tuesday Adult 

Learning at the Laboure in the Catechism of the Catholic Church series 

presented by Mr. James Gontis, Diocesan Director of Religious Education.  

 

d. We will make use of Father Robert Barron’s series Catholicism to enhance 

parish adult education and promote its use through small group reflection. 

 

i. Father Robert Barron’s series Catholicism will be used as the 

formation/learning piece for our 2013 Lenten Soup Supper Program.  

 

e. We will make efforts to offer faith formation programs to parents of 

catechetical-age children in order to help them in their role as the first teachers 

of the faith. 

 

i. Coffee and the Catechism will offered by Father Sullivan and Father Howard 

for the parents of our students during both Religious Education sessions 

on the following Sunday Mornings: October 14, November 11, January 13, 

February 10, March 17, and April 28. 

 

ii. Getting Ready for Sunday with a reflection on the upcoming Sunday 

readings and an invitation to Sunday Mass will be emailed to all grade-

school aged families each Friday.  It will also be posted on our parish 

Facebook page.   

 

iii. Parents will be encouraged to attend Tuesday Adult Learning at the Laboure. 

 

f. We will strengthen our parish efforts to form the hearts and minds of young 

Catholics through our school and religious education program by ongoing 

formation of our catechists and renewal of our catechetical programs.  

 

i. All Parish Religion Education Program Catechists, School Teachers, RCIA 

Team Members, and Parish Staff will be strongly encouraged to attend the 

2012 Diocesan Catechetical Conference on November 10, 2012 and the 

2013 Diocesan Catechetical Conference in November 2013.   

 

ii. Parish Religious Education Catechists and School Faculty will be 

encouraged to attend Tuesday Adult Learning at the Laboure.  A request for 

Catechetical Certification Hours for those attending TALL will be made to 

the Diocesan Secretariat for Education. 
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2. Our parish will spend the Year of Faith encountering Christ more intimately in our 

public prayer and through our personal commitment to prayer. 

 

a. We will evaluate and strengthen our celebration of the Sunday Eucharist as the 

source and summit of our Christian life using the documents and instructions 

of the Church.  

 

i. Our Parish Staff and Parish Liturgy Committee will continue to review, 

make recommendations, and establish implementation processes ensuring 

that the celebration of the Sacred Liturgy is accomplished in accord with 

all liturgical norms so as to give God greater glory and to allow our 

parishioners to grow in holiness.  

 

ii. A Day of Reflection and Formation for our Liturgical Ministers will be 

held on March 16, 2013. 

 

b. We will use the opportunity of our annual Forty Hours Eucharistic Devotion to 

renew our parish devotion to the Holy Eucharist as the foundation of our 

spiritual lives. 

 

i. Forty Hours is scheduled for May 12, 13, and 14, 2013.  Father John 

McGinley, OSFS has been asked to be the homilist.  As has become our 

current practice, it will include nocturnal adoration as well as an outdoor 

procession for the closing ceremony. A reception for the entire parish 

community is held following the closing ceremony.  

 

c. We will promote opportunities to make visits to the Blessed Sacrament at local 

Perpetual Adoration Chapels and in our parish church. 

 

i. Eucharistic Exposition and Adoration in the newly renovated Our Lady’s 

Oratory will continue to be promoted.  Frequent requests for new 

regularly scheduled adorers will take place.  

 

d. We will offer periods of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament during which we 

will pray for those Catholics who have fallen away from the Faith and for 

those seeking the consolation of Faith, making use of the Liturgical Seasons of 

the year. 

 

i. A parish Year of Faith prayer and holy card will be printed.  The prayer 

will include an intercession for the return of inactive Catholics.  Adorers 
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will be asked to say this prayer during their weekly adoration period 

during the Year of Faith.  

 

e. We will encourage the celebration of the Sacrament of Penance through 

renewal in its celebration and parish penance services.  

 

i. Confessions are heard weekly on: 

1. Monday from 7:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. following Novena 

2. Saturdays from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

3. Fridays of Lent from 7:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. following Stations of 

the Cross. 

4. Saturdays of Lent from 8:20 a.m. to 8:50 a.m. before Mass. 

 

ii. Advent Penance Services will take place on: 

1. December 4, 2012 | School Penance Service 

2. December 9, 2012 | Religious Education Penance Service  

3. December 13, 2012 | Parish Penance Service 

 

iii. Lenten Penance Services will take place on: 

1. March 3, 2013 | Religious Education Penance Service 

2. March 12, 2013 | School Penance Service 

3. March 21, 2013 | Parish Penance Service 

 

iv. The Celebration of the First Penance will take place on: 

1. February 2, 2013 | First Communion Class 

2. March 23, 2013 | RCIA Candidates 

 

v. A School Penance Service will be added for the beginning of the 2013 – 

2014 School Year. 

 

vi. Special effort will be made for the Celebration of the Sacrament of 

Penance at the five nursing homes the parish serves.  

 

f. We will promote and celebrate more regularly the Liturgy of Hours in our 

parish. 

 

i. Morning Prayer is celebrated following the 6:45 a.m. Mass each weekday. 
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ii. Vespers for the Deceased will be held on November 4, 2012 and 

November 5, 2013. 

 

iii. The Liturgy of the Hours is prayed communally during the Easter 

Triduum. 

 

iv. The Liturgy of the Hours is prayed communally during Forty Hours.  

 

v. The parish will incorporate the praying of the Liturgy of the Hours at staff 

and committee meetings as well as at other times.  

 

g. We will make a significant celebration of our parish patronal feast day and the 

annual anniversary of the dedication of our parish church with special 

liturgical services and fellowship opportunities. 

 

i. A Nine Day Miraculous Novena will begin on Monday, November 19, 

2012 and will conclude on November 27, 2012 (the Feast of Our Lady of 

the Miraculous Medal). An abbreviated Novena format will be used 

before each of the Masses during these nine days.  The text will be printed 

on cards placed in the hymnal racks of the pews.   It will also be published 

on our social media outlets.  The full text will be prayed at the regular 

Monday night Novena service.   

 

ii. The Feast of Saint Catherine Laboure is on November 28, 2012.  A special 

Mass will be celebrated at 9:00 a.m. with the School Community and at 

5:30 p.m. for the whole parish community.  Following the 5:30 p.m. Mass, 

a reception will follow in Murray Hall.  The presentation of the inaugural 

Laboure Legacy of Leadership awards will take place at this time.  

 

h. We will be well-represented in the Diocesan celebrations for the Diocesan 

Pilgrimage to the National Shrine (September 29, 2012), the Opening of the 

Year of Faith (October 11, 2012), and the Conclusion to the Year of Faith 

(November 24, 2013). And, we will mark the opening and conclusion in a 

significant way in our parish community. 

 

i. September 29, 2012 | The parish is sponsoring a bus to the Basilica of the 

National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

in Washington DC.   

 

ii. October 11, 2012 | Parish Staff will attend the Opening Mass at Holy 

Name of Jesus Church.  The Mass of the Evangelization of Peoples will be 
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celebrated at our 6:45 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. daily Masses.  On October 12, 

2012, a special Year of Faith Mass will take place that day with our school 

community that will include the dedication of the Door of Faith.  The 

opening observance will continue through the weekend to be observed at 

Sunday Masses and during Religious Education classes.   

 

iii. November 24, 2013 | Representatives from the parish will be sent to the 

closing event.  The closing will be observed at the parish Masses that day.   

 

i. We will make a parish pilgrimage to a local shrine as a sign of our status as a 

pilgrim Church and our desire to journey more deeply into the Mystery of 

God. 

 

i. January 25, 2013 (Friday)| Prolife Pilgrimage to the March for Life | 

Washington, DC  

 

ii. April 11, 2013 (Thursday) | Eighth Grade Pilgrimage to Saint Charles 

Borromeo Seminary (Overbrook) and Villa Maria House of Studies 

(Immaculata) | Philadelphia 

 

iii. April 22, 2013 (Monday) | Pilgrimage to the National Shrine of the 

Miraculous Medal | Philadelphia, PA 

 

iv. June 15, 2013 (Saturday) | Pilgrimage to Conewago Chapel Basilica of the 

Sacred Heart | Hanover, PA 

 

v. October 7, 2013 (Monday) | Pilgrimage to the National Shrine of Saint 

Elizabeth Ann Seton | Emmitsburg, MD  

 

j. We will honor the Blessed Virgin Mary significantly during October and May 

with communal recitation of the Holy Rosary, a May Procession, and/or the 

solemn crowning of an image of the Blessed Mother. We will invite the 

families of our parishes to pray the Rosary at home during the months of 

October and May for the intention of a deeper faith, hope, and love. 

 

i. October 2012, May 2013, and October 2013 | The Rosary will be prayed 

communally before the 9:00 a.m. weekday Mass.  The Rosary will be 

prayed communally on the Plaza of Our Lady of the Globe at 6:40 p.m. on 

Mondays before the Miraculous Medal. 

 

ii. May 3, 2013 | May Crowning with School Students 
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iii. May 5, 2013 | May Crowning with Religious Education Students. 

 

iv. May 2013 and October 2013 |A Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal and a Pilgrim Rosary will be hosted each day by a 

household of the parish.  The household will invite friends and neighbors 

to pray the Rosary with them that day for the intention of an increase in 

vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life from our parish.  

 

v. All Parish School students and Parish Religious Education Program 

students will be given a Rosary. 

 

vi. The Parish School will be studying the Apparitions of the Blessing Virgin 

Mary.  

 

k. We will offer opportunities for small group prayer and promote meditation on 

the Word of God through lectio divina. 

 

i. During Lent 2013, parishioner Jan Chaplick will lead adult faith formation 

sessions to introduce and practice lectio divina. 

 

3. Our parish will spend the Year of Faith sharing the Good News of Jesus and the 

beauty of the Catholic Church with others. 

 

a. We will grow closer as a parish family by supporting the commitment of our 

priest(s) to visit and bless the homes of parishioners throughout the year. 

 

i. An ongoing announcement in the bulletin will ask people to contact the 

parish office to schedule a blessing of the home by one of the parish 

priests or deacons. 

 

ii. Parishioners will be given blessed chalk and the format for the traditional 

blessing of homes on the Solemnity of the Epiphany on January 6, 2013.  

 

b. We will have regular and varied opportunities to register new parishioners in 

an easy and welcoming way. 

 

i. A renewed process for registering new parishioners will go into effect on 

October 11, 2012.  The process will include a personal interview with a 

member of the pastoral staff. 
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ii. Parish registration information will be available at all parish special 

events, i.e., Oktoberfest, Mardi Grad, Catholic Schools Week Open House, 

etc.  

 

c. We will take pride in our parish Church by seeing that the outside is visible, 

clean and well-maintained and that the parish signs and advertisements are 

up-to-date and inviting. 

 

i. The Director of Parish Business Administration, the Maintenance 

Supervisor, and the Buildings and Grounds Committee will assess the 

property and buildings, make recommendations, and initiate an action 

plan and process.  

 

ii. The Parish Staff, Liturgy Committee, Finance Council, Pastoral Council, 

and Building and Grounds Committee will initiate the Shrine Church 

Refurbishment Project to prepare the main liturgical worship space of the 

parish for the 40th Anniversary of the Shrine Church in 2016. 

 

d. We will be proud of the good things accomplished in and through our parish 

by sending in news updates to our local papers and news media. 

 

i. The Parish Social Media Coordinator and School Advancement Director 

will continually send press releases to local media outlets.  

 

e. We will improve our parish website making sure that information is correct 

and up-to-date, that catechetical links & resources are available, and that 

registration for the parish is easy to do and easy to find. 

 

i. Parish Staff will continually review their sections of the parish and school 

websites and regularly provide additions and deletions to the Parish 

Social Media Coordinator/Webmaster to update the sites.  

 

f. We will make a parish mission/retreat during which we will renew our 

commitment to the Faith and pray that our parish will be a true sign of the 

presence of God’s Kingdom here on earth. 

 

i. The 2012 Parish Mission will take place on November 5, 6, and 7.  The 

Mission will be led by Reverend Frederick Miller from Mount Saint 

Mary’s Seminary, Emmitsburg.  
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ii. The 2013 Parish Mission will take place on November 4, 5, and 6.  The 

preacher is TBA. 

 

iii. The entire parish staff (parish office and school) will make a retreat 

together on April 2, 2013. 

 

g. We will provide opportunities of Service in which the Parish will reach out to 

an organization or institution in need of helping hands and loving hearts. 

 

i. The Parish Outreach Coordinator will continue to organize the 

Thanksgiving Basket Drive, the Giving Tree Program, Easter Basket 

Project with the Council of Catholic Women, and the monthly Catherine’s 

Cupboard collection that is shared with the Saint Martin de Porres 

Catholic Worker House. 

 

ii. A Parish Service Project will be discussed and organized by the Parish 

Pastoral Council to provide a hands-on/manual labor service opportunity 

at a local charity. 

 

h. We will go into our neighborhoods and invite people to experience the 

Catholic Church, making use of our Legion of Mary, Knights of Columbus, 

Council of Catholic Women, and other organizations to reach out to fallen 

away and inactive Catholics as well as new members. 

 

i. A complete parish census will be conducted by U.S. Mail to every 

household in the parish boundaries.   

 

ii. Special materials will be produced, printed, and distributed inviting 

family members, inactive members, and the neighbor to “Celebrate 

Christmas with Us” and “Celebrate Easter with Us”. 

 

iii. We will reach out to families with catechetical age children who are not 

enrolled in our Parish School or Religious Education program to remind 

them of the importance of Faith Formation and Sacramental Preparation 

and invite them to enroll their children.  

 

iv. The Parish Data System (PDS) will be reviewed and audited.  Special 

effort will be made to “move” adult children still listed on their parent’s 

record to their own record.  
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i. We will celebrate the Coming Home Sunday and the Come and See Sunday to 

welcome home fallen away Catholics and those seeking faith. 

 

i. Information from the Diocese about these programs has not been 

published yet.  When information is available, these events/programs will 

be scheduled and celebrated.  

 

Additional Year of Faith Projects: 

 

 A special mailing will be sent to all parish households on October 9, 2012 with a 

letter from the pastor, the Year of Faith brochure from Our Sunday Visitor, the 

parish prayer card for the Year of Faith, and a list of Year of Faith special events 

and opportunities.    

 Standing TALL: Tuesday Adult Learning at the Laboure (Schedule Attahced) 

 Publishing in the Parish Bulletin “What My Faith Means to Me” short essays 

from parishioners. 

 Publishing in the Parish Bulletin “Did You Know” tenets of the Faith from the 

resource Outline of the Catholic Faith from Leaflet Missal Company.   

 The Year of Faith bulletin inserts from Our Sunday Visitor will be used for a four 

week series on October 14, 21, 28, and November 4, 2012. 

 A pictorial display of the events and documents of the Second Vatican Council as 

well as its time line be exhibited in the narthex beginning December 1, 2012. 

 The door between the narthex and the school hallway will be dedicated at the 

Door of Faith (porta fidei).   

 Special “decals” will be produced and made available for all classroom, office, 

facility doors as well as all households to designate them a personal porta fidei.  

 Building on the momentum and success of our ecumenical First Responders 

Prayer Service on Patriots Day (9/11), we will continue to meet, dialogue, pray, 

reflect, and work together with the other Christian Churches in our parish 

boundaries.  

 Additional Parish School Projects 

 Additional Parish  Religious Education Program Projects 

 Additional Youth Ministry Projects 

 

This PLAN FOR CELEBRATION AND IMPLEMENTATION of the Year of Faith at Saint Catherine 

Laboure Parish was approved by the Parish Pastoral Council and Parish Staff on September 20, 

2012.  

  

       

      Reverend Neil S. Sullivan 

      Pastor 



Standing Tuesday Adult Learning at Saint Catherine Laboure in the Faith | 2012-2013

Month Date Topic Presenter

August 28 Book Club: Matthew Kelly | Part One Sister Elizazabeth Motz, IHM

September 4 Book Club: Matthew Kelly | Part Two Sister Elizazabeth Motz, IHM

18 Book Club: Matthew Kelly | Part Three Sister Elizazabeth Motz, IHM

25 Book Club: Matthew Kelly | Part Four Sister Elizazabeth Motz, IHM

October 2 Book Club: Matthew Kelly | Part Five Sister Elizazabeth Motz, IHM

9 The Second Vatican Council |Part One: Genious Heart Doctor Mary Ann Boyarski

16 The Second Vatican Council |Part Two: Inspired Awakening Doctor Mary Ann Boyarski

23 The Second Vatican Council |Part Three: Human Dignity Fatima Roberge

30 The Second Vatican Council |Part Four: A World Transformed Fatima Roberge

November 6 Parish Mission

13 The Second Vatican Council |Part Five: Dynamics of Hope Doctor Mary Ann Boyarski

27 Saint Catherine and the Miraculous Medal Father Howard 

December 4 Simplyfing Christmas Jan Chaplick 

11 The Magi Jan Chaplick 

January 8 Catechism of the Catholic Church | Introduction Jim Gontis

15 Catechism of the Catholic Church | Part One Jim Gontis

22 Holy Hour for the Protection of Human Life

29 Catechism of the Catholic Church | Part Two Jim Gontis

February 5 Catechism of the Catholic Church | Part Three Jim Gontis

12 Catechism of the Catholic Church | Part Four Jim Gontis

20 Soup Supper: Robert Barron's Catholism Father Hite 

27 Soup Supper: Robert Barron's Catholism Father Hite 

March 6 Soup Supper: Robert Barron's Catholism Father Hite 

13 Soup Supper: Robert Barron's Catholism Father Hite 

20 Soup Supper: Robert Barron's Catholism Father Hite 

April 2 Book Club: Mary Sperry | Bible Top Tens| Introduction Father Howard 

9 Book Club: Mary Sperry | Bible Top Tens | Part One Father Howard 

16 Book Club: Mary Sperry | Bible Top Tens |Part Two Father Howard 

23 Book Club: Mary Sperry | Bible Top Tens |Part Three Father Howard 

30 Sacrosanctum Concilium Father Sullivan

May 7 Sacrosanctum Concilium Father Sullivan

14 Forty Hours Eucharistic Devotions

FALL 2013 Documents of the Second Vatican Council TBA
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