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Jenefer, 23, smiles at the prospect of a safe and happy future for herself and her baby, Kataleya. Jenefer says she was a 
scared and angry person before she came to Lourdeshouse, and that the residential program has helped her become the 
loving and caring mother that she is today.

The Pro-Life  
Ministry of  

Lourdeshouse
For the women who seek safety, sup-

port and services at Lourdeshouse, the 
residence is a maternity home like no 
other.

They see it not as a shelter, but as a 
home, where they receive case man-
agement, proper nutrition, parenting 
classes and transportation in a pro-life 
and family-like environment.

For more than 50 years, Lourdes-
house has been providing this life-
affirming care for single mothers and 
their babies. 

“It’s like a home to these ladies,” 
says caseworker Renee Ramp. “It’s a 
place to get the services that you need, 
and to know that if you come through 
Lourdeshouse, you’re not going to end 
up back on the street again.”

As the Church observes Respect 
Life Month in October, The Catholic 
Witness presents a feature piece on 
Lourdeshouse, a pro-life ministry and 
one of Catholic Charities’ “Homes for 
Healing.”

See pages 8 and 9 for the stories of 
Jenefer and Liz, who came to Lourdes-
house and found the assistance and en-
couragement they needed to find better 
lives for themselves and their babies.

By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

Pope Francis said women’s “vocation and mis-
sion” today remain essentially connected to their 
capacity for motherhood, but warned against un-
justly restricting their participation in the Church 
or civil society on that basis.

“Many things can change and have changed 
in our cultural and social evolution, but the fact 
remains that it is the woman who conceives, car-
ries in her womb and gives birth to the children 
of men,” the pope said Oct. 12.

“This is not simply a biological matter, but 
carries a wealth of implications for the woman 
herself, for her way of being, for her relation-
ships, for the way in which we lend respect to 
human life and to life in general,” he said.

“Calling a woman to maternity, God entrusted 
the human being to her in an altogether special 
manner,” he said.

The pope made his remarks in a speech to 
participants at an academic conference spon-
sored by the Pontifical Council for the Laity to 
mark the 25th anniversary of Blessed John Paul 
II’s apostolic letter Mulieris Dignitatem (“The 
Dignity of Women”). Pope Francis described 
it as a “historic document, the first of the papal 
magisterium dedicated entirely to the subject of 
woman.”

Pope Francis warned there are two ways of be-
traying women’s inherently maternal role: “two 
opposed extremes that demolish woman and her 
vocation.”

“The first is to reduce maternity to a social 
role, to a task, albeit noble, but which in fact sets 
the woman aside with her potential and does not 
value her fully in the building of the community. 
This is both in the civil sphere and in the eccle-
sial sphere,” he said.

“I suffer – I speak truly – when I see in the 
Church or in some ecclesial organizations that 
the role of service – which we all have and 
should have – that woman’s role of service slips 
into a role of servitude ... when I see women who 
do things out of servitude, and that it is not well 
understood what a woman ought to do,” he said.

But the pope said there is also the “other dan-
ger in the opposite direction: that of promoting a 
type of emancipation which, in order to occupy 
spaces taken away from the masculine, aban-
dons the feminine with the precious traits that 
characterize it.”

“Woman has a particular sensitivity for the 
things of God, above all in helping us to under-
stand the mercy, tenderness and love that God 
has for us,” he said.

Pope Francis praised Mulieris Dignitatem for 
its “profound, organic reflection, with a solid an-
thropological basis illuminated by revelation,” 
and said the document was a point of departure 
for further study and efforts at “promotion” of 
women.

Noting that the Italian word for church (“chie-
sa”) is a feminine noun, the pope exclaimed that 
the “Church is a woman. The Church is a moth-
er. And that’s beautiful, eh? We have to think 
deeply about this.”HOLY CROSS CEMETERY, LEBANON, CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

All Saints and All Souls Pope Says Maternity is ‘Special,’ but 
Warns against Restricting WomenAll Saints Day, Nov. 1, 

Holy Day of Obligation
All Souls Day, Nov. 2
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Kyle Sahd, a seminarian of 
the Diocese of Harrisburg who 
has been studying in Rome 
for the past three years, was 
ordained to the diaconate ear-
lier this month during a Mass 
celebrated at the Altar of the 
Chair of St. Peter, in the Pa-
pal Basilica of St. Peter in the 
Vatican.

Deacon Sahd was among 41 
seminarians from the Pontifi-
cal North American College 
who were ordained by Cardi-
nal James Harvey, Archpriest 
of the Basilica of St. Paul Out-
side-the-Walls in Rome.

The deacons, who will com-
plete an additional year of 
studies and formation before 
being ordained to the priest-
hood, received the Book of the 
Gospels during the ordination.

Deacon Sahd, is a native of 
Holy Trinity Parish in Colum-
bia. His twin brother Timothy 
is also a seminarian of the Di-
ocese of Harrisburg.

Deacon Sahd is now study-
ing Dogmatic Theology at An-
gelicum University. As a dea-
con, he will occasionally assist 
at Mass and preach homilies at 
the seminary. He has also be 
assigned to help coordinate a 
retreat and speak with semi-
nary students about the faith. 
Academic classes will help 
prepare him to celebrate Mass, 
hear confessions and anoint 
the sick.

In an e-mail to The Catho-
lic Witness, he noted how his 
three years of study in Rome 
have illustrated the universal-
ity of the Church.

In Rome, 
Kyle Sahd 

Ordained to 
Diaconate

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE PONTIFICAL AMERICAN COLLEGE
Seminarians from the Pontifical North American College in Rome prostrate themselves before the Altar of the Chair of St. Peter as 
the congregation invokes the intercession of the saints during the Rite of Ordination.

“In the Creed, we proclaim 
that the Church is ‘catho-
lic,’ meaning universal. It is 
amazing to see the universal-

ity of the Church through the 
other seminarians from around 
the world with which I attend 
classes at the university. When 
speaking with them, I come to 
understand the true meaning of 
‘catholic.’  Talking with them, 
I see that they believe the same 
truths of the faith as I do, but 
express the faith in a different 
way,” he wrote.  

“Also, when I am in St. Pe-
ter’s Square for a papal liturgy, 
it is amazing to hear so many 
languages spoken and to see 
countless flags flying, represent-
ing the numerous countries pres-
ent. “It is then that I realize that 
the Gospel has been proclaimed 
to the entire world!”

Deacon Sahd said that his 
most memorable moments in 
Rome surrounded Pope Bene-
dict XVI’s resignation and Pope 
Francis’ election earlier this 
year.

“Not only was it certainly an 
exciting month and a half be-
tween the announcement of Pope 
Benedict XVI and the election 
of Francis, it showed the unity 
and continuity of the faith,” he 
wrote. “As we have seen over 
the past several months, even 
though Pope Francis has a differ-
ent personality than Pope Bene-
dict XVI, both have passed on 
the Catholic faith that was given 
to them using the gifts that God 
has given them.”

As a deacon, “I am most 
looking forward to sharing with 
others the beauty of the faith, 

through preaching homilies 
and through deeds, as a dea-
con is commanded to act out of 
charity,” Deacon Sahd said.

“I want to thank the people 
of our diocese, who have been 
so generous to me over the past 
five years while I have been in 
seminary, first at St. Vincent’s 
in Latrobe and now here at 
the North American College,” 
he added. “Many priests, re-
ligious, parishioners and stu-
dents have written to me and 
have prayed for me in my vo-
cation, and I am very grateful; 
please know that I keep all of 
you in my prayers.  God-will-
ing, I look forward to returning 
home to serve in a parish in our 
diocese one day soon.”  

After receiving his  
vestments, Deacon 
Kyle Sahd, right, a  
seminarian of the 
Diocese of Harrisburg, 
joins classmates in 
receiving congratula-
tions from members of 
the clergy.

In a show of unity and support, priests present for the diaconate 
ordination in Rome lay their hands on the head of Deacon Kyle 
Sahd.
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Diocese Thanked  
for Contributions

Father Robert M. Gillelan, Jr., Diocesan Admin-
istrator, recently received letters of thanks for the 
contributions that the people of the diocese made to 
the Black, Indian Mission Collection and to Catho-
lic Relief Services, and to the Missionary Childhood 
Association.

Father W. Carroll Paysse, Executive Director of 
the Black and Indian Mission Office, recognized 
the $38,955.73 contributed to the recent collection. 
“Together, we continue the spirit of St. Katharine 
Drexel by evangelizing our Black, Indian and Alas-
kan Native missions,” he said of the collection, 
which was established by the bishops in 1884.

Dr. Carolyn Woo, President and CEO of Catho-
lic Relief Services, acknowledged the $11,547.24 
contributed through Operation Rice Bowl. “Please 
know that your donation allows CRS to continue our 
mission to help and support rural families, through-
out the world, in their effort to alleviate poverty, at-
tain food and nutrition security and improve their 
livelihoods,” she wrote.

Very Reverend Andrew Small, OMI, STD, Na-
tional Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies 
in the United States, recognized the $58,161.90 
given to the Missionary Childhood Association 
during the 2012-2013 school year. “As I offer my 
gratitude for your efforts year round to animate a 
missionary spirit and encourage generous support 
for the mission churches, I emphasize the particular 
importance of such efforts for ‘Mission Month’ (Oc-
tober),” he wrote.

The PNC Financial Services 
Group recently contributed 
$30,000 to the Diocese of Har-
risburg’s Neumann Scholarship 
Foundation for scholarship as-
sistance. The contribution was 
made possible by the business’ 
participation in Pennsylvania’s 
Educational Improvement Tax 
Credit (EITC) program, which 
provides tax credits to businesses 
that contribute to scholarship orga-
nizations, such as the Neumann 
Scholarship Foundation. Lori 
Alderman, Vice President, Client 
and Community Relations Direc-
tor of the Office of the Regional 
President in Central PA, presented 
the check to Father Edward J. 
Quinlan, Diocesan Secretary for 
Education.
For information on donating to the 
Neumann Scholarship Foundation, 
contact Paula Lasecki, Diocesan 
Director of Development, at 717-
657-4804, or plasecki@hbgdio-
cese.org.

By James Gontis
Special to The Witness

The annual Diocesan Catechetical 
Conference is being held this year on 
Nov. 9 at the Diocesan Center in Har-
risburg. It will emphasize drawing 
people to deeper faith in Christ and his 
Church by focusing on the truth, beau-
ty and goodness of the Catholic faith.  

The theme of the conference is the 
same as the diocesan theme for the 
Year of Faith, “Wonderful Indeed is 
the Mystery of our Faith” (1 Timothy 
3:16). 

In his first encyclical, The Light of 
Faith, Pope Francis connects faith 
and love, writing, “Faith knows be-
cause it is tied to love, because love 
itself brings enlightenment. Faith’s 
understanding is born when we re-
ceive the immense love of God which 
transforms us inwardly and enables us 
to see reality with new eyes” (Lumen 
Fidei, 26).

The keynote speaker for the Cat-
echetical Conference is Father Freder-
ick L. Miller, S.T.D.  Father Miller is 
a priest of the Archdiocese of Newark, 
and a highly esteemed theologian. His 
keynote address is entitled, “Mary: 
Mother and Model of the Church.” 

Father Miller was ordained to the 
sacred priesthood in 1972. After serv-
ing in three parishes in the Newark 
Archdiocese, he was named Executive 
Director of the World Apostolate of 
Fatima, Editor of Soul magazine and 
Rector of the Shrine of the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary in Washington, N.J. 
After completing his doctoral studies 

November 9 from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg 

Keynote Speaker: Father Frederick L. Miller, Chairman of the Department 
of Systematic Theology at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md. 
Father Miller is also known to EWTN audiences for his series on the Spiritu-
ality of St. Francis de Sales and on the Priesthood of Jesus Christ. His latest 
book, published by Ignatius Press, is entitled, The Grace of Ars.

Schedule includes:
• Celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
• Keynote Address
• 30+ workshops over four, one-hour sessions
• 15-20 catechetical vendors 
• closing prayer

Cost is $30 per person and includes lunch. Registration materials will be 
made available to parishes and schools and online at www.hbgdiocese.org. 
For further information, contact Kathy Burger at 717-657-4804, x 229.

Annual Diocesan  
Catechetical Conference

“Wonderful indeed is the Mystery of our Faith”

Catechetical Conference Will Focus on  
Truth and Awe-Inspiring Power of Catholic Faith

Catholic Theologian, Speaker and Author Father Frederick Miller to Keynote

in Sacred Theology at the Pontifical 
University of St. Thomas in Rome, 
Father Miller taught at St. Charles 
Borromeo Seminary in Philadelphia, 
St. Joseph’s Seminary, Dunwoodie, 
N.Y., and the Pontifical North Ameri-
can College in Rome. Presently, he is 
Chairman of the Department of Sys-
tematic Theology at Mount St. Mary’s 
Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md. Father 
Miller is known to EWTN audiences 
for his series on the Spirituality of St. 
Francis de Sales and on the Priesthood 

of Jesus Christ. His latest book, pub-
lished by Ignatius Press, is entitled, 
The Grace of Ars.       

On the day of the Nov. 9 conference, 
doors will open to the public at 8 a.m., 
with exhibits also open at that time. 
The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be 
celebrated at 9:15 a.m. Father Edward 
J. Quinlan, Diocesan Secretary for Ed-
ucation, will be the principal celebrant 
and homilist. Father Miller’s keynote 
address will follow Mass.

Immediately following the keynote, 

there will be 33 workshops presented 
across four 1-hour afternoon ses-
sions by expert clergy and laity alike. 
Among the workshop topics this year 
are: John XXIII: The Pope who called 
the Second Vatican Council; Baptism: 
The Narrow Gate; St. Joseph, Patron of 
Catechists; Making Sense of the Book 
of Revelation; Fascinating Females: 
Women of the Bible; Catholic Attrac-
tion: It’s Transcendental; Criticisms 
of the Church and How to Answer 
Them; “Always Let Your Conscience 
Be Your Guide,” The Catholic Church 
Story; Top 10 List for Outstanding 
Catechesis, and the Four Last Things. 

This annual Catechetical Confer-
ence is designed to support the work 
of catechesis by fostering the ongoing 
instruction, formation and encourage-
ment of the Diocese of Harrisburg’s 
dedicated parish catechists, catecheti-
cal leaders, Catholic school teach-
ers, and youth ministry leaders, who 
do such crucial work in building up 
the faith of those whom they teach 
by seeking to lead their students into 
communion with the Person of Jesus 
Christ and handing on the Catholic 
faith in all its vigor and beauty. It is 
open as well to all adults wishing to 
learn more about the Catholic faith. If 
you wish to register, please see the Di-
rector of Religious Education in your 
parish, or you may register on-line at 
www.hbgdiocese.org.

(James Gontis is the Director of the 
Diocesan Department for Religious 
Education.)

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

The Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation is seeking 
entries for its annual essay and oratory contests.

The essay contest is open to students in grades 
7-12. Students are asked to write a pro-life essay 
about abortion, euthanasia or stem-cell research. 
Word limit is 500 for grades 7-9, and 750 for grades 
10-12. Essays must include a cover page with the 
student’s name, address, phone number, grade and 
school. Submit entries by March 3, 2014, to life-
lines@paprolife.org.

The oratory contest is open to high school juniors 
and seniors. Students will write and deliver an origi-
nal 5-7 minute talk on abortion, infanticide, eutha-
nasia or embryonic stem-cell research. Students 
compete in regional contests first. The top two in 
every region compete in the state contest, and the 
first-place winner will be eligible to compete in the 
national contest. To compete, contact the Pennsyl-
vania Pro-Life Federation by March 3, 2014, at life-
lines@paprolife.org.

Pro-Life Contests for Students
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By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

Some time ago, my aunt folded a wad of money into my hand and told me to 
spend it on my catechetical class for a Christmas party. At the time, I taught in an 
elementary school in Bronx, N.Y., and was a catechist for a third-grade First Holy 
Communion preparation class. I excitedly went to the store to 
buy cookies and soda as well as small trinkets and pieces of 
hard candy. I made paper stockings and 
proudly put the hard candy and small, in-
expensive toys in it. Having a few extra 
dollars left over, I folded a dollar bill into 
each of the paper stockings. On the last 
day of our class before Christmas break, 
after a prayer service which focused on 
the gift of the birth of the Christ Child, 
the soda and the cookies were quickly 
consumed and the paper stockings were 
ripped opened. The students all gasped over the fact that they 
had an entire dollar to spend on anything they wanted! I gave them instructions that 
they were to tell their moms or grandmas of the fact that this dollar was a Christmas 
present from my aunt, and that I had given it to them. If they doubted the story, they 
were to call the convent.  

Several of my students, upon dismissal, gave me a hug before they ran out of the 
building and down the street. I turned around to walk down the hallway to close 
and lockup the classroom when I met Andre, who was standing by the door. He 
began: “Sister, I just wanna tell ya that my family don’t celebrate Christmas ’cause 
we are too poor. The present you gave us is the only Christmas present I EVER 
received! Can’t wait to spend the dollar on my mom!” 

I stifled a gasp and tears welled up in my eyes. He continued, “But part of Christ-
mas is about giving, right?” I nodded in affirmation and said that God gave us Jesus 
as the first Christmas present. He looked at me and then at his feet. He stammered, 
“Well, I don’t have anything new to give you. But, I DO want to wish you a Merry 
Christmas.” He reached down into his pocket and then handed me a “well played 
with” Cabbage Patch Pal. He continued, “Merry Christmas, Sister! Enjoy playing 
with the action figure!” I knew that I had to accept his present because it would 
be insulting to him if I didn’t. With tears streaming down my face, taking his gift, 
I gave him a hug and said, “Andre, this is the BEST present I EVER received!” 
He responded, “Sister, you are a good teacher and a good friend!” He then ran off.

This story always reminds me about the meaning of giving and the deeper mean-
ing of friendship. This nine-year-old boy called me his FRIEND because I shared 
with him the love my aunt had for me by sharing her gift with him. He showed his 
respect by sharing his well-loved toy with me. 

Could it be that friendship and love are somehow interrelated? St. Aelred of 
Rievaulx, an English writer and abbot who lived in the 12th century, wrote a Trea-
tise on Friendship. For him: “Friendship springs directly from a God who created 
humanity; who created them to share his love with each other. Love one another 
as I have loved you. The human heart has impressed upon it the desire for friend-
ship. In a very real way this desire is another aspect of the God of Genesis decree-
ing that it is not good for man to be alone. True spiritual friendship, friendship 
that incarnates Christ among us, perfects love. It perfects creation.”  (http://www.
saintandrewsabbey.com/searchresults.asp?cat=92)

So friendship stems from a foundation of a profound love of God found within 
the other. Pope Benedict understood this when he declared in a General Audience, 
“when two pure souls on fire with the same love for God meet, they find in their 
friendship with each other a powerful incentive to advance on the path of perfec-
tion. Friendship is one of the noblest and loftiest human sentiments which divine 
Grace purifies and transfigures. (September 15, 2010)

Does modern man, plugged into technology and the plethora of social media, 
understand friendship in this manner? According to Zawn Villines, author of the 
blog post, “How Social Networking Changes Friendships,” (http://www.goodther-
apy.org/blog/how-social-networking-changes-friendship-1123127)” the answer is, 
“No!” Villines goes on to elaborate four aspects of social media friendships and 
how they have changed the meaning of friendship for our culture. The titles belong 
to him; the explanations are mine.

Reduced Investment – Face to face friendships are demanding for both parties. 
Time, effort and lots of conversation to get to know each other are key components 
to these friendships, while social media friendships require a mere click of the 
mouse. This apparent ease of “making friends” cheapens the idea of how friend-
ship is understood.

Changed Boundaries – How many stories that have aired on television or been 
written in newspapers depicting a “harmless personal” comment on a social media 
site that resulted in a dismissal from a job? Too many to describe! Conversely, 
conversations that should be of a more personal nature get watered down because 
everyone sees what is written on your wall. It almost seems as if within the social 
media, every friendship is equal in nature.

Reaching Out – Social media does assist those shy individuals who find it dif-
ficult to connect with others. It should only aid, not replace.  

Changing Face Time – St. Aelred calls “a friend ‘another self’ to whom you can 
speak on equal terms, to whom you can confess your failings, to whom you can 
make known your progress [or lack of it!] without blushing.” In-person communi-
cation is a HUGE part of what friendship is all about.

So where am I going with this, and why is this so important? The human heart is 
called into relationship with a Triune God that is in communion with one another. 
Technology is a tool that we need to use for our benefit and not the replacement of 
what essentially is human. Would you accept an invitation to be my friend?

(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network Co-
ordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and a member of the IT Department. An 
educator for 28 years, she is responsible for Professional Development Programs 
for every age learner. In addition, Sister blogs for Powerful Learning Practices, a 
company providing in-service opportunities for educators. Through her presenta-
tions, she challenges her audiences to be the individual God has called them to be.) 

Friendship

Thoughts
from a Catholic  

Evangelist
Sister Geralyn 
Schmidt, SCC

Sign Up to Receive  
The Witness Electronically

Survey for Catholic  
Boy Scouts and Scouters

The Diocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting is studying a proposal to 
coordinate a week-long summer camp in 2015. The camp would take place at 
one of our local council camps and include all of the traditional summer camp 
activities while offering a uniquely Catholic program.  

The Committee is seeking input from Catholic Boy Scouts and Scouters, 
and is asking them to discuss the idea as a troop and then complete a short sur-
vey. The survey can be found at http://nbof.us/dccs and should be completed 
before Nov. 1. You can also check for updates on the Boy Scout page under 
the Youth tab of the diocesan Web site, www.hbgdiocese.org.

You can read The Catholic Witness online, wherever you go!   
    Through a free e-mail service, you can receive the diocesan newspaper in a 

fast and user-friendly electronic format. Sign up, and you will receive an e-mail 
with a direct link to each edition as it is published. 

Sign up for the e-mail service by logging on to the diocesan Web site at 
www.hbgdiocese.org. Follow the 
News/Events tab to The Catholic 
Witness page and click on “Cath-
olic Witness E-mail Sign Up.” 
Once you complete the form, 
you’ll be added to our e-mail list.

Receiving The Catholic Wit-
ness electronically is a great way 
for college students and people 
who live outside of the diocese 
to stay in touch with the Church 
in Harrisburg. It’s also an alterna-
tive for those who wish to read 
the paper online instead of receiving a copy in the mail.

Registration with the e-mail service will not automatically cancel your 
mailed subscription. If you prefer to receive the online version instead of a copy 
in the mail, contact our Circulation Coordinator, Susan Huntsberger, at shunts-
berger@hbgdiocese.org or 717-657-4804, ext. 201, with your Witness account 
number, and your name, address and phone number. 

And remember, previous editions of the newspaper – dating back to early 2011 
– are also available online. You can find them at www.hbgdiocese.org. Just follow 
the News/Events tab to The Catholic Witness page.

‘Beginning Experience’ Offers 
Healing after the Loss of a Spouse
   
 If you have lost a spouse or a marriage, the Roman Catholic Church 

has a ministry just for you, called Beginning Experience. It is the gift of a 
weekend away and a safe place to work through the pain. This tested min-
istry designed by the Roman Catholic Church has helped hundreds of per-
sons in the diocese find their new beginning after the loss of a marriage or 
spouse. One participant shared, “The Weekend gave me the light at the end 
of the tunnel of my despair, and I have begun to find my joy and life again.” 
    For information and an application form, contact harrisburgbe@gmail.com, 
call 717-512-2718, or go to www.beginningexperience.org.

    The next weekends is scheduled for Nov. 8-10 at Camp Hebron, 971 
Camp Hebron Rd., Halifax, P., just a few miles north of Harrisburg. The 
Weekend begins Friday at 8 p.m. and ends Sunday about 5 p.m. A Beginning 
Experience Weekend will be the best gift you could give yourself. 
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Solemn Closing  
for  

the Year of Faith 
 

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 24, 2013 
Feast of Christ the King 

 
      12:00 p.m.  • Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 

  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament following Mass 

 
  2:00 p.m. • Musical Recitation of the Rosary 

 
 2:30 - 3:30 p.m.  • Sacrament of Penance 

 
3:00 p.m. • Divine Mercy Chaplet  

    
   4:00 p.m. • Vespers  and Benediction 
    with Solemn Profession of Faith

    Very Reverend Robert M. Gillelan 
Diocesan Administrator 

 
 
 
 

Holy Name of Jesus Church 
6150 Allentown Blvd. 
Harrisburg, PA  17112 

 
For additional information -  www.hbgdiocese.org 

Kristin Sheehan, Co-Director of the  
University of Notre Dame’s “Play Like a 

Champion Today” program, offers parents 
ways to help instill values into sports  
programs and their children during a  

presentation at Annunciation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary School in McSherrystown. 

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Are football players compassionate? Do the star bas-
ketball players in our schools act as positive role mod-
els?

Kristin Sheehan, Co-Director of the University of 
Notre Dame’s “Play Like a Champion Today” pro-
gram, posed these questions to parents of athletes dur-
ing a recent workshop at Annunciation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary School in McSherrystown.

The answer to these questions should be a resound-
ing “Yes,” if we’re teaching our children properly, she 
said.

The Oct. 16 “Parent Like a Champion” workshop ad-
dressed ways to instill values into sports programs and 
offered solutions for combating attitudes and actions 
that contribute to a toxic sports environment. 

The Alliance for Catholic Education at the University 
of Notre Dame developed the “Play Like a Champion 
Today: Character Education through Sports” initiative 
to support schools and sports leagues in promoting ath-
letics as a youth ministry, character development, spiri-
tual growth, responsible decision making and building 
teams as moral communities.

The Notre Dame Club of Gettysburg partnered with 
the university’s program to bring the workshop to An-
nunciation School. Prior to presenting the program 
to parents, Mrs. Sheehan held a training workshop to 
educate leaders on how to present it in their own com-
munities. 

Notre Dame Program Calls upon  
Parents to Help Renew the Culture of Sports

Christine Lucas, Principal of Annunciation School, 
told The Catholic Witness that offering the “Parent 
Like a Champion” workshop reflects the school’s focus 
on being proactive. 

“We are always looking to better ourselves, our 
coaches, our faculty, our staff,” she said. 

“We want to make sports a youth ministry, where we 

teach the same virtues and values that we instill in our 
kids every day within our school walls,” she said.

“I think it’s critical to introduce this program at the 
elementary school level, before the kids move on to 
high school and then college, and sports become more 
competitive,” Mrs. Lucas said. “We want parents to be 
good role models in sports so that their children will 
become role models for others and eventually for their 
own children.”

Mrs. Sheehan is a former Notre Dame cheerleader 
and a mother of three, who admitted that she once 
pushed her young son too far into gymnastics – so far 
that he didn’t enjoy it anymore.

In her presentation, she told the parents that any 
sports program should focus on teamwork, confidence, 
goal-setting and fun, and then asked, “But is there 
something different about a Catholic sports program?”

“Catholic sports can and should offer a distinct op-
portunity to share and encourage our faith with our 
kids,” she said. 

She asked the parents to think about the character-
istics that define a champion – someone who is deter-
mined, who focuses on teamwork, who desires to win 
the right way, who plays with integrity.

“Many times, we think of a champion as the first 
person to cross the finish line, or the team that is hold-
ing the trophy at the end of the season,” Mrs. Shee-
han said. “But there are virtues and values that create 
a champion. We as parents should enlarge our vision 
of a champion, so that we can encourage each of these 
characteristics in our kids.”

That encouragement can be done through the GROW 
approach, which encourages them to strive to succeed.

GROW stands for Goals, Relationships, Ownership 
and Winning, Mrs. Sheehan explained. Goals include 
the physical, mental and moral goals that an athlete can 
aspire to achieve in each game. Relationships focus on 
the positive and encouraging interaction between team-
mates. Ownership calls on athletes and spectators to 
respect game play, coaches and officials. Winning calls 
the athletes to win or lose with honor, and calls upon 
parents to be supportive instead of “sideline coaching” 
or berating their child’s play.

Mrs. Sheehan also suggested ways in which parents 
can be champions themselves: Refrain from placing 
blame or excessive pressure on young athletes. Chal-
lenge children to improve and try new things. Offer 
positive feedback. Praise their child’s acts of sports-
manship.

The “Play Like a Champion Today” initiative has 
educated more than 35,000 coaches and 20,000 parents 
throughout the country.

Mrs. Sheehan told The Catholic Witness that the pro-
gram, which she has been presenting in elementary and 
high schools since 2006, is linked to the mission of the 
University of Notre Dame and of Catholic schools.

“Our mission is to educate the whole person – we 
want to help students grow in the academic disciplines 
and to be whole emotionally, morally and spiritually,” 
she said. “We believe we are helping to develop better 
human beings and disciples for the Church.”

(Information on the program can be found online at 
www.playlikeachampion.nd.edu.) 
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The Respect Life Program began on Respect Life Sunday, the first Sunday 
in October. The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Secretariat of 
Pro-Life Activities publishes a program packet each year to call attention to 
numerous human life issues. Among the materials are various articles on pro-
life issues, some of which are being published in The Catholic Witness in 
observance of Respect Life Month. For additional information and resources 
on the Respect Life Program, visit www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/
respect-life-program.

By Anthony Granado
Special to The Witness

Abortion, euthanasia, domestic 
abuse, gang related violence, terror-
ism, murder, mass shootings, expres-
sions of hatred or racism and other 
acts contrary to the dignity of per-
sons… all of these crimes cry out for 
justice. Yet we are a people of hope, 
and St. Paul reminds us that “in hope 
we were saved” (Rom 8:24).

We are confident that we serve a 
God of life, of hope and mercy. We 
know that all human life is a gift 
from God, a gift that God charges 
us to protect. To be worthy of be-
ing called his disciples, Jesus urges 
us to love others as he has loved us 
(Jn 13:34-35). Our response then to 
a culture in which hostility towards 
others is commonplace, in which 
killing is often considered a legiti-
mate solution to social problems, is 
to both live and proclaim a gospel of 
life, hope and mercy.

For people committed to upholding 
the sanctity of human life, the death 
penalty can present a challenge. 
Properly understood, however, 
Catholic teaching against the death 
penalty is both persuasive and emi-
nently pro-life. It begins with the af-
firmation that human dignity applies 
to every human being, to victims 
as well as those who have commit-
ted crimes against life. Our teach-
ing also holds that recourse to the 
death penalty may be justified only 
under the most narrow circumstance, 
namely, if it “is the only possible 
way of effectively defending human 
lives against the unjust aggressor” 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church 
[CCC], no. 2267). The teaching re-
minds us that if non-lethal means are 
capable of protecting society, these 
are preferable as “more in keeping 
with the concrete conditions of the 
common good and more in confor-
mity with the dignity of the human 
person” (CCC, no. 2267).

Blessed John Paul II was instru-
mental in challenging the world to 
reconsider the use of the death pen-
alty. In his 1995 encyclical Evangeli-
um Vitae (The Gospel of Life,“EV”), 
he explained that, “The Gospel of 
God’s love for man, the Gospel of the 
dignity of the person and the Gospel 
of life are a single and indivisible 
Gospel” (no. 2). Quoting the Second 
Vatican Council’s Gaudium et Spes 
(no. 22), “By his incarnation the Son 
of God has united himself in some 
fashion with every man,” he added 
that, “This saving event reveals to 
humanity not only the boundless 
love of God … but also the incompa-
rable value of every human person” 
(EV, no. 2).

In the first chapter of EV, “The 
Voice of Your Brother’s Blood Cries 
to Me from the Ground” (Gen 4:10), 

Life Matters: A Catholic  
Response to the Death Penalty

Blessed John Paul II presents the 
story of Cain and Abel to illustrate 
that God’s mercy embraces even a 
murderer. Despite Cain’s deliberate 
killing of his brother, despite his lack 
of remorse, his arrogance, his lies 
to God and utter callousness about 
what he had done (“I do not know 
[where Cain is]. Am I my brother’s 
keeper?” Gen 4:9), God nevertheless 
refuses to take Cain’s life as pun-
ishment. But he does not leave the 
crime unpunished. He tells Cain that 
he will not be able to grow crops and 
that he will be a fugitive and wan-
derer on the earth. Cain complains 
that such leniency is still too harsh, 
fearing that someone might kill him 
on sight.

    God then reveals still greater 
mercy towards Cain, putting a mark 
on him “so that no one would kill 
him at sight” (Gen 4:15) and promis-
ing that “If anyone kills [you], [you] 
shall be avenged seven times” (Gen 
4:15). Although Cain is spared ex-
ecution, justice requires that he live 
the rest of his earthly life alone and 
outcast, but with time to reflect on 
his crime, to perhaps feel remorse 
and at last seek forgiveness and rec-
onciliation with God.

The story of Cain and Abel shows 
that, though we reject and betray 
God through our sinfulness, his love 
for human beings is always faithful, 
merciful, compassionate and patient. 
Writing about this passage, Blessed 
John Paul II observed, “Not even a 
murderer loses his personal dignity, 
and God himself pledges to guaran-
tee this” (EV, 9). We must never lose 
our conviction that even the worst 
offenders are our brothers and sisters 
in Christ. 

 Certainly, one of the principal 
failures of the death penalty is that 
it denies the opportunity for repen-
tance and conversion by definitively 
cutting short the efforts of the Holy 
Spirit to transform the condemned 
person’s soul in this life. In effect, 
we are condemning the accused not 
only to death, but possibly also to 
hell. The finality of the death penalty 
compels us to ask, who are we to 
thwart God’s desire that all might be 
saved? Who are we to put an end to 
the work God is trying to accomplish 
in anyone’s soul?

From a purely secular perspective, 
it is a fact that simply because states 
have always exercised the power to 
kill persons convicted of murder or 

treason, it does not follow that this 
power always has been exercised 
wisely or well. Given mankind’s 
seemingly infinite capacity to err, 
we must admit that the death pen-
alty poses significant problems. With 
scandalous frequency, people on 
death row have later been shown to 
be innocent of the crime for which 
they were convicted. As of 2012, 141 
people incarcerated on death row in 
26 states have been exonerated and 
freed when conclusive evidence of 
their innocence was later discovered. 
But we cannot always rely on DNA 
evidence to demonstrate guilt or in-
nocence because DNA evidence ex-
ists in only 10 percent of cases.

Even if the death penalty were al-
ways imposed without error, should 
we support its use? We teach that 
killing is wrong by responding with 
mercy and justice, not more killing. 
We don’t want a government that 
kills when society can be protected 
fully by the bloodless means of life 
imprisonment. By fostering a spirit 
of vengeance, which should have no 
role in the administration of justice, 
the death penalty contributes to the 
increasing disrespect for human life 
in our culture.

Today a growing movement in the 
United States, led by Catholics, op-
poses the use of the death penalty. As 
a result, more states are restricting or 
abolishing its use, but many other 
states retain this penalty.

As Catholics, we believe and put 
our hope in a merciful and loving 
God. We are conscious of our own 
brokenness and need for redemption. 
Our Lord calls us to imitate him more 
perfectly by witnessing to the inher-
ent dignity of every human being, 
including those whose actions have 
been despicable. Our faith and hope 
is in the mercy of God who says to 
us, “Blessed are the merciful for they 
shall be shown mercy (Mt 5:7) and 
“I desire mercy, not sacrifices” (Mt 
9:13). As Christians we are called to 
oppose the culture of death by wit-
nessing to something greater and 
more perfect: a gospel of life, hope 
and mercy.

Archbishop Charles J. Chaput of 
Philadelphia, recently summed up 
the case against the death penalty in 
these words: “As children of God, 
we’re better than this, and we need 
to start acting like it. We need to end 
the death penalty now.” Let us then 
join in efforts to end the death pen-
alty and show that we are people of 
life, hope and mercy.

(Anthony Granado is a Policy Ad-
visor in the Office of Domestic Social 
Development of the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops.)
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Carmelite Community in  
Danville Celebrates 60th Anniversary

On the feast of St. Teresa of Avila, Oct. 15, 
members of the Discalced Carmelite com-

munity in Danville gathered to celebrate their 60th 
anniversary. The momentous occasion was high-
lighted by a Mass celebrated by Father Ches-
ter Snyder in the Chapel at Maria Hall, 
where the community has lived since 
moving there from Elysburg in 2008. 
Their contemplative life focuses on 
communion with God through 
prayer and self denial. The reli-
gious sisters devote their days 
to prayer, contemplation and 
solitude for the salvation 
of the world. They live a 
strictly cloistered life, set 
apart from the world in 
order to dedicate them-
selves to God.

The Carmelite com-
munity in Danville is 
one three contemplative 
communities in the Dio-
cese of Harrisburg – the 
others are the Discalced 
Carmelites in Elysburg, 
and the Dominican Nuns 
of the Perpetual Rosary in 
Lancaster. 

 CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Sister Angela, 
prioress of the 
Discalced  
Carmelite  
community, 
gives  
Communion 
to Sister Ann 
Marie Cianci.

Sister Angela  
Pikus greets Sister 
Therese Dugre as 

Father Chester  
Snyder, former  
chaplain of the  

Carmelite  
community, looks on.

Sister Joan Bourne bows her head in 
prayer.

Members and friends of the Discalced Carmelite Community in Danville gather for Mass celebrated by Father Chester Snyder in the chapel at Maria Hall.
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Three months ago, Jenefer, 23, walked into Lourde-
shouse maternity home. She was nine months preg-
nant and looking to escape from a sexual harassment 
situation.

She didn’t know what Lourdeshouse could offer, 
or what to expect there. Jenefer’s case manager had 
located the program for her. She just wanted a safe 
place to bring her baby into the world and to start a 
better life for both of them.

“I didn’t care what space I was in, as long as I was 
out of that house and away from the harassment,” 
Jenefer said.

“When I came to Lourdeshouse, I didn’t know any-
thing about it,” she said. “I didn’t know if it was a 
good environment for my child. I didn’t know the 
ladies here. I thought there was going to be a lot of 
cussing and fighting.”

In her mind, negative images of shelters took over.
But during her very first day at Lourdeshouse, Jen-

efer came to realize it would be a positive and caring 
environment for her and her unborn daughter.

She realized it when Lourdeshouse caseworker Re-
nee Ramp showed her to her own room.

“I cried,” Jenefer said. “I cried because I wasn’t ex-
pecting I’d get my own space. I cried because I was 
so happy to know I would bring my child into a safe 
environment.”

For more than 50 years, Lourdeshouse has been 
providing life-affirming care for single mothers and 
their babies.

Nestled within the St. Samuel Center in Harris-
burg (also home to the Interfaith Shelter for Home-
less Families and Evergreen House for women in re-
covery), Lourdeshouse is one of Catholic Charities’ 
“Homes for Healing,” residential homes that serve 
those in need.

At Lourdeshouse, up to 16 women can stay at a time 
for shelter, maternity care and residential services.

The dedicated and compassionate staff and volun-
teers monitor the women’s medical care and nutri-
tion, and offer parenting classes, case management, 
transportation to appointments, and unwavering sup-
port and encouragement as the women seek housing, 
education and employment.

“Lourdeshouse is such a unique place. When you’re 
here, you become like a family,” Mrs. Ramp said, 
gesturing to the spacious living room, dining room 
and kitchen, and to the bedrooms that offer women 
and babies refuge.

Within that family dynamic, each staff member and 
volunteer fills an important role, from Program Man-
ager Annette Martin an the volunteers who prepare 
breakfast and lunch, to the cook who serves dinner 

Lourdeshouse: Affirming  
Life for Women and their Babies

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Jenefer came to Lourdeshouse when she was preg-
nant with Kataleya, who is now three months old.

and the women who help tend to the babies while 
their mothers are out seeking housing or work.

“Sometimes, the women might not have been 
shown how to cook or do laundry, the everyday things 
we might take for granted,” Mrs. Ramp pointed out. 
“We show the women those things, and in that way, a 
lot of them really do feel like we are family.”

That environment is critical, said Jenefer, whose 
siblings live nearby but whose parents are further 
away.

The women can welcome family members to visit 
on weekends, but not everyone has relatives who live 
near Harrisburg. Some have severed ties.

“It feels like we’re all just one big family,” Jen-
efer said. “Miss Renee is like my mom, the girls here 
are my sisters, and my daughter has whole bunch of 
cousins coming.”

Jenefer’s daughter, Kataleya, is a happy and healthy 
three-month-old, and Jenefer’s inspiration.

“When she starts smiling, I just think about my life 
before she was here. I have someone who will always 
love me, and I will love her unconditionally,” Jenefer 
said.

She knows that without Kataleya and Lourde-
shouse, she would not be the pleasant and genuine 
person she is today. Tears stream down her face as 
she reflects on “the old Jenefer.”

“Everybody tells me that I changed dramatically 
since coming to Lourdeshouse. They tell me that I’m 
a great mom, and they say that I’ve changed from the 
person I used to be,” she said. “I’m not the angry per-
son they knew. I’m loving and caring now.”

She is also motivated.
Jenefer wants to go to school and eventually work 

in childcare. She is working on getting her driver’s 
license and seeking a stable home where she can raise 
Kataleya.

“Without Lourdeshouse, I think I would still be liv-
ing where I was, being sexually harassed and scared 
every night. And I would be afraid for my child,” she 
said.

“You get a lot of help here. They show you that 
you’re not by yourself when you’re a single parent 
raising your own child,” Jenefer said of Lourdes-
house. “It gets you where you want to be. If you go 
about with your business, you will get where you 
want to be.”

The women who seek the sanctuary of Lourdes-
house come from different situations – drug addic-
tion, homelessness, domestic violence, sexual harass-
ment and abuse.

More LOURDESHOUSE, page 9

Laquietta holds her newborn daughter.

Jenefer and Kataleya won a contest through Parents magazine for Kataleya to be photographed as the Ger-
ber Baby.
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How You Can Help
For more than 50 years, Lourdeshouse has been car-

ing for single mothers and their children, offering a 
sanctuary for hundreds of pregnant women who have 
nowhere else to turn.

Once supported primarily by government funding, 
Lourdeshouse now seeks support from charitable dol-
lars in order to continue to provide services for its resi-
dents.

Charitable contributions, donations of items, and 
volunteers are needed as the program continues to 
fulfill its mission of promoting the life and dignity of 
those it serves.

Wish list items include personal care items, baby 
items for infants up to 12 months, craft supplies, small 
photo albums and gift cards to Giant and Walmart. 
Volunteers are needed for cooking meals, house clean-
ing and yard work. 

For information on how you can donate or volunteer, 
contact Annette Martin, Lourdeshouse Program Man-
ager, at 717-412-4865.

Lourdeshouse

They come to Lourdeshouse not just 
for safety for themselves and their ba-
bies, but to lay the foundations for their 
future.

“Our goal is for them to have their 
own place and be self-sufficient, and to 
be the best mothers that they can be,” 
Mrs. Ramp said.

“For all the women who have come 
from Lourdeshouse, I can say I have 
seen them grow in one way or another 
by the time they leave,” she said. “I can 
honestly say that I see wonderful moth-
ers leave Lourdeshouse.”

Liz, age 40, was six months pregnant 
when she arrived at Lourdeshouse in 
March. 

She had been in a domestic violence 
shelter in her hometown in Centre 
County four times before leaving the 
area and seeking out Lourdeshouse.

“Where I was before, it wasn’t the 
right place for me. I was always look-
ing for work and doing as much as I 
could on my own,” she said, “but here, 
you are around other people who are in 
similar situations and with people who 
are really trying to help you deal with 
things like preparing for a baby, and 
regular life and its everyday cares and 
concerns.”

Without family in the area, Liz found 
at Lourdeshouse the support she need-
ed to welcome daughter Aaleya into the 
world and find a place for them to live.

“They really take care of you here in 
terms of making sure we have proper 
nutrition and healthcare. It’s nice to 
have someone looking out for you.”

When Liz gave birth to Aaleya four 
months ago, Mrs. Ramp was by her 
side.

“My family was far away, so I was 
very grateful to have Miss Renee with 
me instead of being alone. That was 
the most major show of support I could 
ever think of,” said Liz, who is also a 
mom to three-year-old Tiana, who lives 
with Liz’s parents.

Liz now has her own apartment, and 
looks forward to going back to work.

She can’t imagine where she might 
be today without the assistance she 
found at Lourdeshouse.

“I don’t think I would be thinking 
so much about the decisions I make 
in life,” she said. “I probably would 
have had to ask for help from people I 
wouldn’t have wanted to, from people 
who aren’t good for my situation.”

Continued from 8

“I definitely think Lourdeshouse was 
the right place for me,” she said. “I’m 
feeling pretty positive. There is no 
more intense love than what I feel for 
my kids.”

For its services and support of preg-
nant women, new moms, unborn babies 
and newborn infants, Lourdeshouse is 
a program that affirms life and women.

“The mothers that come through here 
are definitely pro-life women, and they 

can’t imagine not having their children 
in their lives,” Mrs. Ramp remarked.

Cuddling Aaleya, Liz wished aloud 
that there were more programs like 
Lourdeshouse.

“Seeing what’s going on in the world 
today, there isn’t a lot of value put 
on life like it should be. Places like 
Lourdeshouse bring back that focus,” 
she said.

“Lourdeshouse is a great place for 

women to get situated, to focus on 
themselves and their babies, to get the 
help that they need,” Liz remarked. “It 
gave my baby a nurturing environment, 
a safe place, a positive start coming 
into this world. It helped me learn to 
become independent, to take control of 
my situation.”

To the women of Lourdeshouse, it’s 
not a shelter; it’s a home.

They appreciate the home-cooked 
meals, the private bedrooms, the fami-
ly-like living areas, the classes, the care 
of the volunteers and the support of the 
staff.

“It’s like a home to these ladies,” 
Mrs. Ramp said. “It’s a place to get the 
services that you need, and to know 
that if you come through Lourdes-
house, you’re not going to end up back 
on the street again.”

“There is no place like Lourdeshouse 
out there,” Jenefer said. “When I was 
visiting places, there was nothing at all 
like this.”

    “I didn’t expect Lourdeshouse to 
be this way. But I saw that it was dif-
ferent, and I saw that everybody who 
works here cares for you, and they care 
for your child,” she said. “Other places 
might care for you, but they don’t show 
it like the Lourdeshouse staff.”

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Baby Aaleya sleeps on the shoulder of her mom, Liz, as the former Lourdeshouse resident shares positive updates with 
caseworker Renee Ramp.
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By Mary Klaus
The Catholic Witness

Wearing traditional Vietnam-
ese clothing and carrying ferns 
and candles, more than 100 
members of Harrisburg’s Viet-
namese Catholic Community 
slowly processed up the center 
aisle at Our Lady of the Blessed 
Sacrament Church in Harris-
burg.

Little girls in silk dresses and 
little boys in suits bowed their 
heads before a statue of the 
Blessed Mother. 

Teen-age girls in pink silk 
gowns and youth in dark suits 
followed, raising their flicker-
ing candles in unison. Women 
in red, blue, green and floral 
dresses came next, genuflecting 
together and twirling in groups 
of four as they performed sacred 
dance steps.

Senior members – women 
in white dresses, men in royal 
blue shirts – added another gen-
eration to the colorful 32-min-
ute ceremony that preceded the 
Saturday night Vietnamese Mass 
Oct. 5.

The recent procession honor-
ing Our Lady of the Rosary was 
nothing unusual at Our Lady’s, 
which has three Vietnamese 
Masses each weekend and Viet-
namese religious education 
classes on Sunday afternoons for 
more than 100 children. 

Our Lady’s, an inclusive 
Catholic parish that celebrates 
its diversity, has hosted the Viet-
namese Catholic community for 
decades. Father Paul Fisher is 
pastor there.

“We try to keep our Vietnam-
ese Catholic traditions,” said 
Ninh Le, who moved from Viet-
nam to the United States in 1982 
and now lives in Linglestown. 
“We are a strong faith communi-
ty. We are grateful to Our Lady’s 
for allowing us to come together 
here to worship and do other ac-
tivities.”

Father Paul Nguyen, parochial 
vicar and Vietnamese Mass cel-

Vietnamese Catholics Keep Traditions Alive  
at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church
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ebrant, said that the number of 
Vietnamese families at Our La-
dy’s has grown from 10 in 1975 
to 50 now, mostly from Dauphin 
and Cumberland counties but 
with a few from Lebanon and 
York counties.

He said that many of the oldest 
members speak only Vietnam-
ese, while the first generation 
usually speaks both Vietnamese 
and English, and the second gen-
eration speaks mostly English.

Father Nguyen celebrates 
Mass in Vietnamese at Our La-
dy’s at 6 p.m. Fridays, 7 p.m. 
Saturdays and noon Sundays. 
The community also offers 
Vietnamese religious education 
and Vietnamese classes for two 
hours on Sunday afternoons.

“I’m learning Vietnamese,” 
said Tonya Tran, 7, a second-
grade student at Holy Name of 
Jesus School in Harrisburg. “It’s 
fun.”

Her father, Duy Tran of Har-
risburg, added that the family 

prays the Rosary in Vietnamese 
each evening at home.

“I came to the United States 
from Vietnam as a student in 
1998,” he said. “Going to Mass 
in my language is very meaning-
ful to me.”

Loan Nguyen of Mechanics-
burg, who belongs to both Our 
Lady’s Vietnamese community 
and to Our Lady of Lourdes 
Parish in Enola, said that most 
Vietnamese Catholics have great 
devotion to the Blessed Mother. 
Ms. Nguyen moved to the Unit-
ed States from Vietnam in 1975.

“We adore our parents and the 
elderly,” she said. “We adore Je-
sus’ mother too and believe she 
is our mother. We always have 
a procession the first weekend 
in October to honor the Blessed 
Mother.”

Hundreds of people filled 
the pews of Our Lady’s for 
that recent procession. Many 
sang Vietnamese hymns to the 
Blessed Mother as the aroma of 

incense and the sight of flicker-
ing candles around a statue of 
Mary preceded the procession.

Soon, participants marched 
down the aisle, group by group. 
Then four men carried through 
the church a platform holding 
the statue of Mary as one man 
hit a drum and another banged 
a cymbal. Minutes later, Fa-
ther Nguyen began to celebrate 
Mass. 

Members of the Vietnamese 
Catholic community participate 
in regular parish activities at 
Our Lady’s. They hold various 
Vietnamese celebrations such 
as New Year’s, Full Moon Festi-
val and devotions to the Blessed 
Mother.

They also sell traditional Viet-
namese food the first weekend 
of the month, including Pho, a 
Vietnamese noodle soup; Hu 
Tiu, seafood with noodles; bun, 
rice noodles; egg rolls and Viet-
namese cakes.

Some Vietnamese Catholics 

described Father Nguyen as the 
glue that binds the community. 
Mr. Tran praised his “great ser-
mons” and his welcoming per-
sonality.

“Father Paul brings energy, 
youth and creative ideas to us,” 
Ninh Le said.

Father Nguyen, born in North 
Vietnam to a devout Catholic 
family with seven children, said 
his family influenced his faith 
walk.

“In 1954, my paternal grand-
father was persecuted by Viet-
namese Communists,” Father 
Nguyen said. “He sacrificed 
himself to witness for Christ in 
order to become the faith model 
for our family. My grandmother 
was a godly woman with a very 
strong faith in Christ. I lived 
with her all through my child-
hood. That was a great time for 
my faith tree to mature.”

He said that his grandmother, 
who taught him about prayers 
and the Bible, told him that she 
dreamed he would become a 
priest.

On the night she died, Father 
Nguyen said, he heard “a soft 
and friendly voice” call his name 
even though he was no longer 
living with his grandmother. The 
next morning, he learned that 
she had died.

“I always believed that she 
came and said the final good-
bye to me that night,” he said. “I 
never forget her and always pray 
for her.”

Father Nguyen, who was or-
dained in 2004, two years later 
moved to the United States. He 
earned Masters Degrees in pas-
toral counseling and spiritual di-
rection from Loyola University 
in Chicago.

In February 2012, he was as-
signed as parochial vicar at Our 
Lady’s and to minister to the 
Vietnamese Catholic commu-
nity there.

(Mary Klaus is a freelance 
reporter for The Catholic Wit-
ness.)

Father Paul Nguyen, parochial vicar at Our Lady of 
the Blessed Sacrament Parish in Harrisburg, cele-
brates Mass for Vietnamese Catholics.
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“The Year of Faith.”

The Tour of the  
InternatIonal PIlgrIm 

VIrgIn Statue  
of our lady of fatIma
will commence November 1st  

and conclude  
November 21st, 2013.

The following parishes and locations 
within the Diocese of Harrisburg  

will be hosting Our Lady  
during this time,  

  “The Year of Faith.”

St. Rita’s, Blue Ridge Summit .........................Nov. 1
St. Andrew the Apostle, Waynesboro ..............Nov. 1 
St. Ignatius Loyola, Orrtanna .........................Nov. 2
Sacred Heart, Spring Grove ............................Nov. 3
St. Anthony of Padua, Lancaster ............. Nov. 3 & 4
Manor Care, Camp Hill ..................................Nov. 4 
Good Shepherd, Camp Hill ...................... Nov. 4 & 5
St. Joseph, Danville ................................ Nov. 5 & 6
St. Joseph, Mechanicsburg .............................Nov. 7
St. Richard, Manheim ....................................Nov. 7 
Mary Mother of the Church, Mt. Joy ..............Nov. 8 
Prince of Peace, Steelton ................................Nov. 9

Assumption BVM, Lebanon ....................Nov. 9 & 10
St. Leo the Great, Lancaster ................. Nov. 11 & 12
San Juan Bautista, Lancaster .......................Nov. 12 
St. Anne’s Retirement Center, Columbia .......Nov. 13
Sacred Heart, Cornwall ........................Nov. 13 & 14
Divine Redeemer, Mt. Carmel ..............Nov. 14 & 15
Our Lady of Good Counsel, Marysville .........Nov. 15
St. Bernadette Mission, Duncannon .............Nov. 16
Seven Sorrows BVM, Middletown ... Nov. 16, 17 & 18  
St. Francis of Assisi, Harrisburg ...................Nov. 18
St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg .................Nov. 19
Historic St. Mary’s, Lancaster ..............Nov. 20 & 21

IPVS_3.indd   1 9/5/13   5:46 PM

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

Money by itself isn’t a problem, but greed and an attachment to money cause evil and 
destroy families and relationships, Pope Francis said.

“Money is needed to bring about many good things,” he said in his morning Mass 
homily Oct. 21, “but when your heart is attached [to money], it destroys you.”

“How many destroyed families have we seen because of money problems, sibling 
against sibling, father against child,” he said during the Mass in the Domus Sanctae 
Marthae, according to Vatican Radio.

“When a person is attached to money, he destroys himself, destroys the family” and 
destroys relationships, he said.

The pope focused on the day’s Gospel reading (Luke 12:13-21) and Jesus’ parable of 
the rich man. God admonished the rich man and said a person who stores up treasures 
for himself will not be rich “in what matters to God.”

In the Gospel reading, Jesus warns people to “guard against all greed, for though one 
may be rich, one’s life does not consist of possessions.”

Pope Francis said what is destructive is “not money, but the attitude called greed.”
“Greed makes you ill because it makes you think about everything only in relation 

to money.” “Greed is an instrument of idolatry” because “you play god out of vanity” 
and because “it leads to the path that is opposed to what God did for us,” the pope said.

Jesus made himself poor to enrich humanity, and the path to God is through Christ’s 
same humility and “lowering oneself in order to serve,” he said.

When Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters,” one can either serve God or mon-
ey, Jesus was asking people to trust in God to provide, Pope Francis said.

However, he said, walking the path of poverty isn’t for poverty’s sake; poverty is an 
instrument to help people remain focused on God, who is the only master, “not the idol 
of gold.”

“All the goods we have, the Lord gives us” in order to help the world and humanity 
progress, and to help others, the pope said. 

By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

Presenting his credentials to Pope Francis, Kenneth F. 
Hackett officially took over as U.S. ambassador to the Holy 
See Oct. 21, filling a role that had been vacant for nearly a 
year.

“The United States and the Holy See have converging 
interests that span a broad range of issues” including “hu-
man rights and social justice,” Hackett wrote the same day, 
in the first post on his official ambassador’s blog.

“We both work to make a difference on a range of im-
portant global issues such as trafficking in persons, inter-
religious dialogue, conflict resolution, food access and 
security, HIV/AIDS and care for the environment,” wrote 
Hackett, a former president of Catholic Relief Services, the 
U.S. bishops’ overseas relief and development agency.

The United States has not had an ambassador at the Vati-
can since November 2012, when Miguel H. Diaz resigned 
and left Rome to become a professor of faith and culture at 
the University of Dayton in Ohio.

During Diaz’s tenure, relations between Washington and 
the Vatican were marked by tension, particularly over the 
Obama administration’s plan to require that all heath insur-
ance plans, including those offered by most Catholic insti-
tutions, cover sterilizations and contraceptives, which are 
forbidden by Catholic moral teaching. The plan prompted 
Pope Benedict XVI and the papal nuncio to the U.S. to issue 
public warnings of a threat to Americans’ religious freedom.

“There will be times where the 
position of the [Obama] adminis-
tration differs, obviously, from the 
Holy See,” Hackett told the Catholic 
Review, Baltimore’s archdiocesan 
newspaper, last August. “But I am 
going to look for – as many of my 
predecessors did – those opportuni-
ties where we can come together and 
find strength in collaboration, coinci-
dence of interests.”

Hackett is a former president of 
CRS, the U.S. bishops’ overseas re-
lief and development agency, which 
he first joined in 1972 after a post-
college stint with the Peace Corps 
in Ghana. He retired as president of 
CRS in December 2011.

The new ambassador is also a for-
mer North American president of 
Caritas Internationalis, the confed-
eration of humanitarian agencies of 
the Catholic Church, and a former 
member of the board of the Pontifical 
Council Cor Unum.

He told the Catholic Review in Au-
gust that he was looking forward to 
reconnecting in Rome with the sort 
of people he had befriended during 
his years in relief work: “holy people 
who are trying their best.”

“I missed that in the last year I’ve 
been retired. You don’t see those kind 
of people anymore, that bishop from 
Congo who has so many stories to 
tell at supper, of so much hardship,” 
he said. “I want to re-establish those 
relationships and use them to, basi-
cally, improve U.S. policies.” 

Greed Destroys, Money  
is God’s Gift to Use to  
Help Others, Pope Says

Pope Francis 
Receives Kenneth 
Hackett, New U.S. 
Envoy to Vatican
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Christmas Bazaars  
and Craft Shows

  
Our Lady Help of Christians Parish in Lykens, Christmas bazaar, 

Nov. 1 from 9 a.m.-7 p.m. in the social hall. The kitchen will serve delicious Home-
made foods. Baked goods stand, craft stand, secondhand jewelry stand, chance 
stand and much more. 

St. John Neumann Parish in Lancaster, annual Christmas bazaar and 
holiday craft fair, Nov. 1 from 9 a.m.-8 p.m., and Nov. 2 from 9 a.m.-noon. The theme 
of this year’s bazaar is “Reindeer.” Handcrafted and hand-sewn items, aprons, 
Christmas decorations, ornaments, angels, Santas, snow people, floral decorations, 
chance tree. Kitchen open Friday from 9 a.m.-10:30 a.m., 11 a.m.-1 p.m. and 5-7 
p.m. Free parking, no admission fee. For more information, call the parish at 717-
569-8531. 

St. Vincent de Paul Parish in Hanover, Christmas bazaar, Nov. 2 from 8 
a.m.-1 p.m. in the gymnasium. Vendors, raffle table, baked goods. Kitchen open until 
1 p.m. St. Vincent’s Thrift Shop is having a Christmas Open House the same day.

Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg, craft show, Nov. 2 from 8 
a.m.-2 p.m. in the school gym. Vendors, homemade items, full kitchen, and service 
dogs on stage. 

The Council of Catholic Women of Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Parish in Lebanon, Christmas bazaar, Nov. 2 from 8 a.m.-2 
p.m. in the parish center. Holiday crafts, themed baskets, white elephant stand, 
jewelry, baked goods, candy, harvest table, chance booth and religious items. Come 
early for coffee and doughnuts. Lunch includes beef barbecue, egg rolls, soups, 
hotdogs and more.

The Council of Catholic Women of Corpus Christi Parish in 
Chambersburg, holiday craft fair, Nov. 2 from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. at the parish center. 
Unique hand sewn items, crafts, jewelry, home decor, baked goods, A& B Religious 
Shop and much more. Lunch and dessert from 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Free gift wrapping 
by Corpus Christi School students. For more information, contact Kathy at 717-352-
7354.

The Annunciation Home and School Association in McSher-
rystown, Christmas bazaar, Nov. 2 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Homemade crafts and 
baked goods, outdoor Nativity sets, filled baskets, raffles, wreathes, vendors, free 
childcare, and breakfast and lunch served by chef Peg Staub and her staff.

    St. John the Baptist Parish in New Freedom, Christmas bazaar, 
Nov. 2 from 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. in the parish center social hall. Raffle items including 
handmade quilts, cash and sports items. Photos with Santa, gift baskets, Christmas 
and country crafts, quilted items, homemade baked goods, candy, “Secret Santa” 
room for kids. Country breakfast at 9 a.m. in the parish center, full lunch menu to fol-
low. Raffle drawings at 2:30 p.m. For information, call the parish at 717-235-2156.

St. Benedict the Abbot Parish in Lebanon, Christmas bazaar, Nov. 
9 from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. in the social hall. Poppy, nut and apricot rolls, cookies, home-
made candy and soups, kielbasa, haluski, halupki, pierogies, egg rolls, Spanish 
foods. Tables of treasures and crafts, basket raffle and more.

St. Anthony of Padua Parish in Lancaster, Christmas bazaar, Nov. 9 
from 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m. at Resurrection Catholic School. This year’s theme is “Spirit 
of Christmas.” All items are made or donated by parishioners or businesses. Food, 
crafts, holiday decorations, gifts, wreaths, jewelry, a children’s shopping room, 
desserts. Raffles for gift baskets, photographs, tickets and gift certificates. Musical 
entertainment by accordionist Cody McSherry. 

St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg, “Share the Love” gift fair and 
holiday bazaar, Nov. 9 from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. at Xavier Center on Table Rock Road. Lo-
cal vendors and artisans, fair trade gifts, coffees, teas and chocolates. Handcrafted 
holiday gifts, baked goods, religious articles, gift basket raffle. Café offers breakfast 
and lunch. For information, call 717-334-0333 or visit www.sfxpccw.org.

St. Andrew the Apostle Parish in Waynesboro, Christmas bazaar, 
Nov. 9 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., sponsored by the Council of Catholic Women. Twenty 
displays of home items, lunch available.

    St. Anne’s Retirement Community Auxiliary, bazaar and craft 
show to benefit residents of the retirement community, Nov. 15 from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
and Nov. 16 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at St. Anne’s Retirement Community. Handcrafted 
items, seasonal decorations, St. Anne’s note cards, baked goods, crafts, vendors. 
Lunch of chicken corn soup, hot dogs, BBQ. Donate baked goods Nov. 14 and 15.

    St. Paul the Apostle Parish in Annville, holiday bazaar, Nov. 16 from 
8 a.m.-2 p.m. Handmade crafted items for decorating and gift-giving. Homemade cook-
ies, candies, pies, cakes and more. Café features homemade chicken pot pie, hot dogs, 
meatball sandwiches, soup, doughnuts, bagels and drinks.

St. James Parish in Lititz, Christmas bazaar, Nov. 22 from 4-8 p.m. and 
Nov. 23 from 8 a.m.-7 p.m. Crafts, wreaths, floral arrangements, knitted items, white 
elephant sale, children’s room with Santa, bake sale, basket raffle, silent auction 25-
cent bingo, fish bowl, raffle for prizes. St. James Café open Friday. Saturday menu 
includes light breakfast, soups, sandwiches, homemade pierogies, salads for lunch, 
ham/turkey dinner in the evening. For information, call the parish at 717-626-5580.

St. Cecilia Parish in Lebanon, Christmas bazaar, Nov. 23 from 8 a.m.-1 
p.m. at the State Drive social hall. Walnut, poppyseed and apricot strudel, sugar 
cookies, homemade candies, needlework and crafts, gift baskets, jewelry and hand-
bag boutique, chance booth, flea market items, a children’s store with gift wrapping 
available, Christmas booth, lunch. 

The names of the following de-
ceased persons have been submitted 
by their parishes:

ANNVILLE – St. Paul the Apostle: 
Josephine Diamond, Rose McShane, 
Joseph Meade, Chet Stetsko.

BERWICK – St. Joseph: Angeline 
“Angie” George, Cathering “Kay” 
Nespoli.

CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus 
Christi: John C. McCarthy.

COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady of 
Hope: John Ruback.

COLUMBIA – Holy Trinity: Gerald 
“Jere” High, Melvin King, Antoinette 
Scerbo.

DANVILLE – St. Joseph: M. Cath-
erine Brady, John Kurtinecz.

ELIZABETHTOWN – St. Peter: 
Helen Tracy.

ENOLA – Our Lady of Lourdes: 
Helen M. Cardene.

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis 
Xavier: Betty Jane Fulton.

HANOVER – St. Vincent de Paul: 
Alan Teel.

HARRISBURG – St. Catherine 
Labouré: Louise Krasevic, Joseph J. 
Szeles.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: 
Ronald Clapp, Margaret Craig, Joyce 
Everson.

Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in October dur-
ing the past 25 years:

Deacon Leo Beaston, 1989
Msgr. Francis McCullough, 1990
Father Walter Halaburda, 2000
Father Edward J. Barrett, 2001
Father John Suknaic, 2004
Father Bernard Quinn, 2006
Deacon Edwin Fitzpatrick, 2008
Father Stephen Sheetz, 2009.

KULPMONT – Holy Angels: Ber-
nard Bruni, Daniel Dietterick, Francis 
Sando.

LEWISTOWN – Sacred Heart of 
Jesus: Ellen Boova, Agnes Potepan.

LYKENS – Our Lady Help of 
Christians: Jeffrey Faust.

MECHANICSBURG – St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton: Charles Stewart; St. 
Joseph: Salvatore “Joe” Miritello.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine Re-
deemer: Joseph H. Cwiklewski.

NEW FREEDOM – St. John the 
Baptist: Patricia Delozier, Joseph J. 
“Jimmy” Philbin, Jr.

WILLIAMSTOWN – Sacred Heart 
of Jesus: Vince McNamara.

YORK – Immaculate Concep-
tion BVM: Charles Keener, Louona 
Snyder. 
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                         Compiled by Jen Reed
Spiritual Offerings

The Missionaries of the Poor from Kingston, 
Jamaica, will conduct a preaching mission at St. Joseph Church in 
Hanover Oct. 28-30 from 7-8:30 p.m. each evening. The mission talks 
will focus on their work with the poor and culminate with a healing 
Mass on the last night. A Caribbean Mass will be celebrated Oct. 26 
at 5 p.m. and Oct, 27 at 10:30 a.m. 

Holy Angels Parish in Kulpmont will hold a Parish 
Mission Nov. 3-6 at 7 p.m. each evening. Join us to celebrate God’s 
unconditional love with the Redemptorist Mission Team of Father Paul 
Bryan, CSSR, and Sister Mary Sninsky, OSF.

Mass with prayers for healing will be celebrated Nov. 5 
at 7:30 p.m. at St. Theresa Church in New Cumberland by Father 
Charles Persing. The Mass is sponsored by the Pilgrims of Praise 
and Life in the Spirit prayer groups. For more information, call Mary 
Ann at 717-564-7709 or Loretta at 717-737-7551. 

Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey will 
be held Nov. 6 at 7 p.m. Father Pius Michael Tukura will preside. 
Come and experience the power of praise & worship music and Eu-
charistic Adoration. A reception will be held immediately following the 
Caelorum in the cafeteria. For more information, call 717-583-0240.

Mass with prayers for healing will be celebrated by 
Father William Weary at St. Jude Thaddeus Church in Mifflintown 
Nov. 7 at 6 p.m.

The Sisters of Life, a religious community founded in 1991 
by John Cardinal O’Connor for the protection and enhancement of 
the sacredness of human life, will visit St. John Neumann Church in 
Lancaster during Masses Nov. 9 at 4 p.m. and Nov. 10 at 7:30 a.m., 
9 a.m., 11 a.m., and 5:30 p.m. The Sisters take evangelization trips 
across the country, speaking at universities, conferences, retreats 
and parishes. Their missions are carried out with the hope of reveal-
ing to those they serve the inherent goodness and beauty of their 
own lives, so that each person may see that they are an unrepeatable 
creation of God. 

Education, Enrichment & Support
Adult Education classes at Xavier Center in Get-

tysburg are held on Wednesday evenings. The classes began Oct. 
23 for five consecutive Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Explore Catholic Social 
Teaching with Msgr. Stuart Swetland from Mount St. Mary’s Univer-
sity. The classes are free, and will conclude Nov. 20. Non-Catholic 
brothers and sisters are most welcome. For more information, contact 
John Knowles, Adult Education Coordinator, at 717- 677-4420.

There will be an Oblate of St. Benedict meeting at 
St. Paul the Apostle Church in Annville Oct. 27 at 3 p.m. Oblates of 
Saint Benedict are Christian men and women who follow and study 
the Rule of St. Benedict and apply it to their daily lives. Our Oblates 
are affiliated with St. Vincent Archabbey in Latrobe, Pa. All are 
welcome to join us. For more information, call Mary Ann Bingeman at 
717-648-1798.

The Development Advisory Team of Our Mother 
of Perpetual Help School in Ephrata will host a Trea-
sure Island Auction Nov. 2. Auction items will include a Tablet, gift 
certificates, New York hotel stay, unique gift baskets, show tickets 
and a variety of prizes too numerous to list! The evening will begin 
with a preview of auction items at 6 p.m. Auction will begin at 7 p.m. 
Refreshments and heavy hors d’oeuvres will be served throughout 
the evening. Tickets cost $15 and are available at the door or in 
advance by calling 738-2414. The evening’s MC will be Father John 
McLoughlin.  

A Theology on Tap session in Shippensburg will be 
held Nov. 5 from 7:30-8:30 p.m. at University Grille. Retreat director 
Karen Bruskewicz will speak on “How to Find Balance.”

The Order of Malta will hold a “Defense of the 
Faith” presentation by Sister Rose Marie Tulacz, SND, “Deep-
ening Our Faith in a Time of Scarcity and Lack,” Nov. 6 at St. Leo 
the Great Church in Rohrerstown. Mass will be celebrated at 7 p.m., 
followed by the presentation. Sister Rose Marie is a Ister of Notre 
Dame, an educator, spiritual director, author, photographer, speaker 
and advocate for the poor. Her presentation will address how to find 
peace in the storm of life and how to bring healing into our lives.

“The College Admissions Process” will be presented 
at York Catholic High School Nov. 7 from 6:30-8 p.m. Parents and 
students can learn about the required college application items, 
including writing essays, acquiring transcripts and requesting recom-
mendation letters. A timeline will be reviewed to help parents and 
students prepare for the college admissions process. Presented by 
York Catholic High School and Widener University. Register by calling 
717-846-8871, ext. 43.

Pastoral Bereavement Counselor Kathleen Koral 
and Spiritual Director Pat Latshaw, along with members 
of the bereavement committee of Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in 
Lancaster will be offering a daylong retreat for those grieving the loss 
of a loved one, entitled “Walking With God Through Grief,” on Nov. 
9 from 8:45 a.m.-3 p.m. in The Lower Church meeting rooms. We will 
provide input on the grief experience, reactions to grief, and coping 
skills, followed by small group discussions, and periods of silent 
prayer to enable you to hear God’s voice in your grief. Lunch will be 
provided. To register, contact Nella Seward at 717-394-0757 by Nov. 
1.

St. Monica Ministry is a national, Catholic evangelization 
ministry designed to facilitate the healing and consolation of those 
Catholics who have a loved one who was raised in the faith, but is 
currently inactive in the practice of the faith. This ministry will be 
offered at St. John the Baptist Parish in New Freedom Nov. 9, begin-
ning at 9 a.m. There is no fee, but a $10 workbook will be available. 
The ministry will be lead by Dr. Jack Buchner. For information, contact 
jbuchner@ourladygrace.org. 

The Secular Franciscans will host a presentation, “St. 
Francis and St. Clare for the 21st Century,” Nov. 17 at 1:30 p.m. in 
the social hall at Good Shepherd Parish in Camp Hill. Father John 
Petrikovic, a Capuchin Franciscan, will discuss why their spirituality 

is still needed and relevant in our modern world. There is no cost 
to attend, but a free-will offering is welcome. Father Petrikovic will 
speak at all the weekend Masses at Good Shepherd. The Secular 
Franciscans are offering a boxed lunch after the 11:30 a.m. Mass for 
$10. Register online at www.franciscan.sfo.tripod.com/, call Steve 
Wolf at 717-566-4954, or e-mail franciscan.sfo@hotmail.com. The 
deadline to register for lunch is Nov. 7. Registration deadline for the 
presentation is Nov. 14.

A Theology on Tap session in Lancaster will be held 
Nov. 19 at 7 p.m. at Lancaster Brewing Company. Father Daniel 
Richards, Parochial Vicar at St. Leo the Great Parish in Rohrer-
stown, is the guest speaker, and will present “Pope Francis: A 
Challenge to Our Age.”

A Theology on Tap session in York will be held Nov. 
20 from 6:30-9 p.m. at Maewyn’s Irish Pub, second floor. Father 
Joshua Brommer, administrator of St. John the Baptist Parish in New 
Freedom, will present on “21st Century Discipleship.”

A Centering Prayer Workshop will take place at St. 
Patrick Church on Marsh Drive in Carlisle Nov. 23 from 9:30 a.m.-
2:30 p.m. Based in the Christian contemplative heritage, Centering 
Prayer is a method of response to God’s invitation to enter into lov-
ing intimacy and ever-deepening relationship. The practice prepares 
us to be open, available and present to God’s action and presence 
within. It facilitates a process of interior transformation initiated by 
God as we consent to divine union. Cost of the workshop is $20; 
lunch and snacks included. Contact Dave Kozemchak at kozyknoll@
gmail.com, or Carolyn Yankovitz at bob-carolyn@comcast.net by 
Nov. 9 to reserve a spot.

St. Cyril Spiritual Center in Danville will host a Reflec-
tion Day, “Vatican II: All of us are Called to be Holy – the Prophetic 
Response of Consecrated Women Religious” Nov. 23 from 10 
a.m.-noon. During the presentation, Sister Madonna, SSCM, will use 
the Council documents Lumen Gentium, Gaudium et Spes, 
Aspotolicam Actuositatem and Perfectae Caritatis. Partici-
pants are encouraged to become familiar with these documents prior 
to the presentation. Offering is $25 by the registration deadline of 
Nov. 15; call 570-275-3581 or visit www.sscm.org and click current 
events.

Retreats & Pilgrimages
Canonization Pilgrimage – Join Father Louis Ogden and 

parishioners and friends of St. Joseph Parish, Mechanicsburg, for 
a pilgrimage to Rome for the canonization of Popes John XXIII and 
John Paul II in April, 2014. For information, call St. Joseph parish 
office at 717-766-9433 or contact Monica Malpezzi at mmalpezzi@
aol.com or 717-697-8368. Registration is time-sensitive, so inquire 
as soon as possible.

A pilgrimage to Italy to celebrate the 50th anniver-
sary of Trinity High School in Camp Hill will be held June 
12-20, 2014. Travel will include visits to Venice, Florence, Assisi and 
Rome, including attendance at the Papal Audience at St. Peter’s. 
The price of the tour is $3,998 and includes roundtrip transporta-
tion from Trinity High School to Kennedy Airport, including all taxes, 
sightseeing fees, accommodations and breakfast and dinner daily. 
For further information, or to receive a brochure and application, visit 
www.thsrocks.us or contact Janet Quigley, Director of Development, 
at jquigley@thsrocks.us or call 717-761-2228. A deposit of $300 is 
requested before Dec. 31.

Events & Fund-Raisers
St. Philip the Apostle Youth Ministry in Millers-

ville is sponsoring a homemade chicken corn soup sale. Price is $6 
per quart. Orders are being taken now through Nov. 3, and pick-up 
will be on Nov. 13. To order soup, contact Christine Miller at 717-
872-2166 e-mail cmiller@hbgdiocese.org.

The music ministry at St. Joseph Parish in Ha-
nover in Hanover will be performing a benefit concert Oct. 25 at 7 
p.m. Come hear our choirs, ensembles, instrumentalists, and solo-
ists perform. The concert will be held in the church on Grandview 
Road, and a free-will offering will be collected. The money raised will 
go toward the parish’s 150th anniversary fund. 

Divine Redeemer Parish in Mount Carmel will host 
its annual Autumnfest event Oct. 26 from 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. in Divine 
Redeemer Office and Divine Mercy Hall. Homemade foods, bever-
ages and baked goods, crafters and vendors, raffles. Nick Ferraro, 
“The Philly Elvis,” will perform at 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. (use 
Divine Redeemer Office entrance).

St. Joseph Parish in Hanover will hold a chicken pot-pie 
or taco salad dinner Oct. 26 in the social hall from 4-7p.m. The 
dinner will offer you a choice of chicken pot-pie or taco salad, apple-
sauce, cole slaw, rolls and drink and dessert. Prices are: adults, $6; 
children 6-12, $3; and children under 6, free. Tickets available at the 
door.

The Council of Catholic Women of Holy Name 
of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg will host a spaghetti dinner 
Oct. 26 from 4-7 p.m. in the social hall. Dinner includes pasta and 
meatballs with salad, bread, desert and beverage. Unlimited pasta. 
Children under 6 are free. Tickets are available upon arrival and we 
will also have raffle tickets available for purchase.

Birthright of Sunbury will hold its 30th anniversary dinner 
celebration Nov. 2 at 6 p.m. at the Townside Too, located at 253 
Front Street in Northumberland. Seating begins at 6 p.m. (social), 
with the dinner and program to follow. Tickets cost $20 per person, 
$150 for a table of eight. The ticket price is a donation toward 
Birthright, and the dinner is complimentary. For more information, or 
tickets, call 570-286-8560 or 286-7556.

The John Gastley Scholarship Foundation is 
holding Coach’s Tailgate Party Nov. 2 at the New Oxford Social 
Hall Pavilion. Chicken parmesan, drinks, raffle table, 50/50 drawing 
and small games of chance. Doors open at 5:30 p.m.; dinner will 
be served at 6:30. Tickets are $15 per person through the Kessler 
family at 717-632-2651 or by email at info@gastleyfoundation.com. 
Funds support a memorial scholarship to Delone Catholic High 
School in McSherrystown.

The Council of Catholic Women of Sacred Heart 
of Jesus Parish in Williamstown will host a sauer-
kraut dinner on Election Day, Nov. 5. Dinner includes 
sauerkraut, pork, mashed potatoes, apple sauce, des-
sert and beverage. Tickets are $8 and are available by 
calling Mary Wixted at 717-649-9930 or any member of 
the Ladies Council.  

Divine Redeemer Parish in Mount Carmel will be 
holding an “Election Day” Dinner Nov. 5 from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. in Divine 
Mercy Hall. Menu: pork and sauerkraut dinner with all the trimmings, 
mashed potatoes, vegetable, roll, beverage, and dessert. Tickets are 
$8 and may be purchased by calling Diane Dallazia at 570-205-8751, 
Phyllis Ficca at 570-373-5936, or at the door. Eat-in or take-out. 

An Election Day Spaghetti Dinner will be held at Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Church in Cornwall Nov. 5 from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. or 
sellout. The dinner includes spaghetti and meatballs, salad, roll and 
butter, Jello or applesauce, and drinks. Cost is $8/adult large serving, 
$7/adult small serving and $4/child under 12. Take-outs are also 
available for $8 each. For more information, call 717-273-1574.  

St. Paul the Apostle Parish in Annville will host an 
Election Day spaghetti dinner Nov. 5 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. and 4-7 
p.m. Cost is $8 for a large dinner, $5.50 for a small dinner, which in-
cludes tossed salad, bread, dessert and choice of a drink. Carry-outs 
available; bring your own container.

The Council of Catholic Women of Sacred Heart 
of Jesus Parish in Williamstown is holding a Sauerkraut & 
Pork Dinner on Election Day, Nov. 5. Serving times are 11:30 a.m.-1 
p.m., and 4-7 p.m. Dinner includes pork, homemade sauerkraut, 
mashed potatoes, applesauce, bread, dessert, and beverage. Eat-in 
or take-out. Tickets are $8 each. Contact Mary at 717-647-9930 or 
Helen at 717-647-2449 for advance tickets.  

A donkey basketball game will be held at Trinity High 
School in Camp Hill Nov. 9 at 6:30 p.m. Friends and faculty will ride 
live donkeys while playing basketball. Tickets are $6 in advance, $8 
at the door. For information, call 717-761-1116, ext. 117.

A Polish pottery bingo will be held at St. Mary’s Parish 
Center in Berwick Nov. 10. Doors open at 12:30 p.m., and games 
start at 2 p.m. Twenty games, door prizes, raffles. Admission is $20. 
Homemade foods for sale. Tickets available at the parish office; call 
570-759-8113.

Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish in Marysville will 
hold its Fall Spaghetti Dinner Nov. 14 from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. and 4-7 
p.m. All dinners are $7 and include dessert. Children 6 and under eat 
for free. Take outs are available. For questions, call Wanda Egan at 
717-921-3432.

A toy train show, sponsored by the men of St. Philip the 
Apostle Parish in Millersville, will take place Nov. 16 from 9 a.m.-
noon in the Church Hall. Toy trains and train related items will be 
sold, and there will also be some operating layouts as well as food 
available. There is a nominal fee to attend. If interested in selling 
your trains, or for more information on the Toy Train Show, contact 
Charlie Sauer at 717-872-8481. 

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
School in New Oxford will host a night out with Breeze-Mon, 
the Official DJ of the Hanover Area Parrot Head Society, Nov. 16 at  
New Oxford Social Club Pavilion from 7-11 p.m. All proceeds benefit 
Immaculate Conception School. There will be dancing, raffles, food 
and small games of chance. Tickets are $15 in advance, $20 at the 
door, and include draft beer, soft drinks and party food. Contact Kelly 
Duty at 717-479-3167 or kjduty@hotmail.com.

St. Philip the Apostle Youth Ministry in Millersville 
is sponsoring a Vendor Bingo Nov. 17. Doors open at 1:30 p.m. and 
bingo begins at 3 p.m. Ticket price is $18. Special games and a 
50-50 raffle will be provided. Refreshments for sale include hot dogs, 
beef barbecue, meatball sandwiches, bagged snacks, baked goods, 
and drinks. For tickets or more information, contact Christine Miller 
at 717-872-2166 or cmiller@hbgdiocese.org. Profits benefit youth 
and adult chaperones who will attend Catholic Heart Workcamp in 
Greensboro, N.C., in July 2014.

St. Joan of Arc School in Hershey will hold its An-
nual PTO Spaghetti Dinner Nov. 23 from 4-8 p.m. in the school 
cafeteria. The evening will include live entertainment and basket 
raffles. Dinner includes a tossed salad, Italian bread, spaghetti and 
meatballs, dessert and choice of beverage. Tickets are $9 for adults, 
$5 for kids 3-14, and free for kids under 3. Take-out will also be 
available. 

The Silence of Mary Home will host its 7th Annual Gala, 
“In My Father’s House,” Nov. 23 at 6:30 p.m. at the Holiday Inn in 
Grantville. Tom Russell, Chief Meteorologist at CBS 21, will be our 
master of ceremonies, and Dan Steele from the RJ Harris Show at 
WHP 580 will be our special guest speaker. There will be live and 
silent auction items available for bidding, and music will be provided 
by the Central Dauphin High School Orchestra Ensemble. Join us for 
entertainment, good food and fellowship as we raise funds to support 
our mission of helping the poorest of the poor. The cost is $85 per 
person. Make your reservations by Nov. 10 by calling the Silence of 
Mary office at 717-737-4107.

Parishes & Organizations
The University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown is seek-

ing a Catholic Campus Minister for January 2014. This full-
time campus minister in the diocese of Altoona-Johnstown coordi-
nates Sunday Liturgies, social outreach activities, faith formation for 
young adults, retreats, and the development of student leadership. 
Salary is negotiable based upon qualifications and experience. The 
successful applicant will be a practicing Catholic, lay or religious, with 
a Masters in Theology/Pastoral Ministry, or an equivalent experience 
in campus ministry. Good communication skills and a collaborative 
spirit are essential, as is a proficiency in Microsoft Office and social 
networking. Applications for the position will be accepted until the 
suitable candidate is found. Send résumé (paper or electronic), and 
the names, addresses and current phone numbers of at least three 
current professional references to: Msgr. Michael A. Becker, St. John 
the Evangelist Church, 309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA  16602, or 
Mbecker253@aol.com.
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Diocese of Harrisburg Financial Report

Dear Friends in Christ,
During this period of sede vacante (vacant seat of the bishop) as we await the an-

nouncement of our new bishop, I am pleased to share with you the annual diocesan 
Financial Report for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2013. This audited report reflects 
your continued and generous financial support for the overall mission of the Diocese 
of Harrisburg. 

Because of your support and the prudent stewardship of Harrisburg Catholic Ad-
ministrative Services (HCAS) and the Diocesan Finance Council, we, the clergy and 
faithful of the Diocese of Harrisburg, are able to be about the work of Christ as we 
strive to proclaim the Kingdom of God throughout the fifteen counties of central 
Pennsylvania.  

Although saddened by the death of Bishop McFadden, we have followed through 
with his vision of greater accountability and transparency when managing the finan-
cial resources of the Diocese. To this end, we have begun a process of strengthening 
financial accounting procedures and controls in our parishes, schools, and institu-
tions. In a special way, I want to thank all the parish and school finance councils 
who have completed the lengthy survey requested by HCAS. The initiative is already 
bearing fruit.

As a pastor who is now serving as Diocesan Administrator, I am able to see the 
Diocese as a whole and am delighted to report that our financial stability is good.  
Due to your generous and consistent support of our parishes, the Diocese, the Lenten 
Appeal, Pentecost, Matthew 25, national and global collections, we are able to sustain 
the many ministries and services we need to be as the Catholic Church. In addition, 
the wise stewardship of our resources enables us to have hope for the future.

May God continue to bless us with the wisdom to be good stewards of His many 
gifts – both temporal and spiritual. May we place all in the service of God’s Kingdom 
– for God’s greater glory, the good of all and the salvation of souls. 

    Sincerely yours in Christ,

    
    Very Reverend Robert M. Gillelan, Jr.
    Diocesan Administrator, sede vacante

Consistent with its policy of providing financial disclosure, the Diocese of Harrisburg 
is once again presenting the financial statements of its Central Offices and Ministries. 
The financial statements presented here for the fiscal years ended June 30, 2013 and 2012 
were prepared in accordance with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) 
and were audited by the independent certified public accounting firm McKonly and As-
bury, LLP. These financial reports do not include the financial status of diocesan parishes 
and schools or Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg, PA., Inc. Each of these 
entities maintains its own set of fiscal records and reports individually to its own particular 
constituencies.

The complete financial reports for the diocese, together with the independent auditor’s 
report and notes to the financial statements, are available from Harrisburg Catholic Ad-
ministrative Services, Inc., (HCAS) upon request. 

The accompanying notes are an integral
part of these financial statements.
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DIOCESAN ADMINISTRATIVE ENTITIES OF
THE DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG

STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION

YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2013 AND 2012

2013 2012

Cash and cash equivalents 6,142,194$ 2,583,314$
Accounts receivable 165,332 123,300
Accrued interest receivable 338,058 433,710
Inventory 398,582 347,139
Prepaid expenses 186,062 137,305
Investments 108,651,671 97,449,458
Due from other entities 1,542,672 927,028
Funds held in trust by others 397,241 376,405

117,821,812 102,377,659

Notes and loans receivable 28,219,019 31,645,999
Less allowance for doubtful loans (5,857,074) (5,183,567)

Notes and loans receivable, net 22,361,945 26,462,432

Property and equipment, less accumulated depreciation 21,116,353 21,833,675

Total assets 161,300,110$ 150,673,766$

Accounts payable and accrued expenses 1,801,563$ 1,634,599$
Deferred revenue 6,613,104 6,707,080

8,414,667 8,341,679
Deposits payable

Parishes 47,929,381 40,499,326
Schools 11,466,857 9,422,092
Parish perpetual care 3,429,990 3,393,284
Other sources 4,939,467 8,700,361

Total deposits payable 67,765,695 62,015,063

Accrued priests' pension and postretirement benefits 19,729,586 22,522,039
Estimated liability for self-insurance 6,154,503 4,464,400
Funds held in custody for others 2,031,796 1,609,242
Mortgage payable 638,197 671,542
Liability for future memorial purchases 263,144 274,920
Annuities payable on behalf of others 2,186,109 2,073,885

Total liabilities 107,183,697 101,972,770

Net assets
Unrestricted

Undesignated (3,597,034) (4,518,738)
Designated 51,384,871 47,633,691

Total unrestricted 47,787,837 43,114,953

Temporarily restricted 392,392 392,392
Permanently restricted 5,936,184 5,193,651

Total net assets 54,116,413 48,700,996

Total liabilities and net assets 161,300,110$ 150,673,766$

ASSETS

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

(continued)
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DIOCESAN ADMINISTRATIVE ENTITIES OF
THE DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES

YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2013 AND 2012

2013 2012

Changes in unrestricted net assets
Revenues and gains
Intradiocesan billings, primarily self-insurance
 premiums 15,193,827$ 13,936,358$
Lenten Appeal, contributions and bequests 6,869,497 7,186,261 
Interest and dividends 4,291,273 4,439,977
Cemetery sales 1,920,193 1,454,519
Program service fees 694,770 1,425,203
Rental income 297,991 225,761
Other 335,585 271,391

Total unrestricted revenues and gains 29,603,136 28,939,470

Net assets released from restrictions
Expiration of restrictions 797,741 805,453

Total unrestricted revenues, gains, and
 other support 30,400,877 29,744,923

Expenses and losses
Supporting services
General secretariat 677,967 708,431
Temporalities
Administrative support
Plant operation 1,496,987 1,453,563
Other administrative support 2,477,439 2,596,093
Fund raising 258,847 247,619
Diocesan support for parishes and schools 772,499 719,910
Diocesan support for Catholic Charities 929,437 921,081
Cemetery operations 1,589,859 1,538,800
Insurance 13,423,840 13,785,280

Programs
Education 918,335 788,050
Clergy and religious life 2,019,242 1,544,593
Catholic life and evangelization 1,096,722 1,938,758
Canonical services 573,961 565,779
Communications 886,971 860,861
FOCUS 341,384 406,711
Interest - deposits payable 1,123,288 1,144,750
Other 890,280 790,278

Total expenses and losses 29,477,058 30,010,557

 The accompanying notes are an integral
part of these financial statements.
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DIOCESAN ADMINISTRATIVE ENTITIES OF
THE DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES (Cont'd)

YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2013 AND 2012

2013 2012

Change in unrestricted net assets, before other changes 923,819 (265,634)
Other changes
Net gains (losses) on investments 1,942,428 (374,660)
Depreciation and amortization (985,816) (1,030,156)
Change in obligations for priests' pension
and postretirement benefits 2,792,453 (5,202,794)

Change in unrestricted net assets 4,672,884 (6,873,244)

Changes in temporarily restricted net assets
Contributions 797,741 655,879
Net gains (losses) on investments - (41,859)
Net assets released from restrictions (797,741) (805,453)

Change in temporarily restricted
 net assets - (191,433)

Changes in permanently restricted net assets
Contributions 13,142 60,595
Net gains (losses) on investments 729,391 (3,422)

Change in permanently restricted
 net assets 742,533 57,173

Change in net assets 5,415,417 (7,007,504)

Net assets, beginning of year 48,700,996 55,708,500

Net assets, end of year 54,116,413$ 48,700,996$  

 The accompanying notes are an integral
part of these financial statements.
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DIOCESAN ADMINISTRATIVE ENTITIES OF
THE DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG

STATEMENTS OF CASH FLOWS

YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2013 AND 2012

2013 2012

Cash flows from operating activities
Change in net assets 5,415,417$ (7,007,504)$
Adjustments to reconcile change in net assets to net cash
 and cash equivalents provided by operating activities
Depreciation and amortization 985,816 1,030,156
Net (gains) losses on investments (2,671,819) 419,941
Gain on disposal of property and equipment (94,289) (9,435)
Allowance for doubtful accounts 673,507 753,780
(Increase) decrease in
Accounts receivable (42,032) 159,483
Accrued interest receivable 95,652 158,166
Inventory (51,443) 31,975
Prepaid expenses (48,757) 651,260
Due from other entities (615,644) (481,366)

Increase (decrease) in
Accounts payable and accrued expenses 166,964 605,986
Deferred revenue (93,976) 76,823
Accrued priests' pension and postretirement benefits (2,792,453) 5,202,794
Estimated liability for self-insurance 1,690,103 467,541
Funds held in custody for others 422,554 (359,463)
Liability for future memorial purchases (11,776) 27,456
Annuities payable on behalf of others 112,224 36,389

Net cash and cash equivalents provided by (used in) 
 operating activities 3,140,048 1,763,982

Cash flows from investing activities
Purchase of property and equipment (273,452) (1,330,581)
Proceeds from sale of property and equipment 99,247 9,435
Issuance of notes and loans receivable (4,086,758) (12,371,931)  
Proceeds from payments on notes and loans receivable 7,513,738 10,983,363
Proceeds from sale or maturity of investments 153,832,244  25,127,205
Purchase and reinvestment of investments (162,383,474) (4,333,198)

Net cash and cash equivalents provided by (used in)
  investing activities (5,298,455) 18,084,293

Cash flows from financing activities
Payments on mortgage payable (33,345) (13,458)
Increase (decrease) in deposits payable 5,750,632 (19,173,366)  

Net cash and cash equivalents provided by (used in)
 financing activities 5,717,287 (19,186,824)  

Net increase (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents 3,558,880 661,451

Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of year 2,583,314 1,921,863

Cash and cash equivalents, end of year 6,142,194$ 2,583,314$



OCTOBER 25, 2013, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS - 15 

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

York Catholic’s Nick Geiman has had a terrific fall season for the 
Fighting Irish golf team. He won the silver medal at the District 3 
Class AA championships at Briarwood East just outside York early 
in the month. He shot even-par 144 to lose by a stroke. In addition, 
he fired a scorching 67 at the same layout to lead the Fighting Irish 
to a silver medal in the district team championships. 

The lefty’s great play continued at the PIAA Eastern Regional 
qualifying at Golden Oaks Golf Club near Reading, where he shot 
a one-under 71 to qualify as the second seed in the PIAA State 
tournament held in his hometown at Heritage Hills – a tricky layout 
with tight driving sight lines and big undulating, speedy greens. He 
shot 84 in the first round of the state championships on a perfect 
late October day for golf. One bad hole, the short par-4 fourth hole, 
sunk this solid player’s chances at challenging for the champion-
ship. 

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Emily Hollister, Katie Filling and Elizabeth Veronis display Lancaster Catholic’s girls’ 
tennis hardware from District 3 AA competition. The Crusaders won team gold, and 
Veronis earned silver in singles competition.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Members of the girls’ tennis team 
at Lancaster Catholic High School 
have accomplished the goals they set 
for themselves this season, but that 
doesn’t mean that they’re not looking 
to add more hardware to the trophy 
case.

Earlier this month, junior Elizabeth 
Veronis finished as the Lancaster-
Lebanon League champion in sin-
gles, and then brought home the sil-
ver medal in District 3 AA play.

And, she joined her teammates in 
capturing the school’s first team title 
in district tennis, besting Wyomiss-
ing, which had laid claim to team 
gold the previous four years.

Veronis’ district silver came on the 
heels of four hours of play Oct. 14 at 
the Hershey Racquet Club. After a 
semifinal match that went three sets, 
she took to the court again against 
Chapel Hill’s Eleanor Gerhard for a 
finals match that also went three sets, 
with Gerhard winning 6-7, 6-4, 7-5.

Gerhard is a familiar opponent for 
Veronis. The two had met last year in 
districts, where Veronis placed fourth.

“I definitely came in with more of a 
strategy because I know her strengths 
and her weaknesses,” Veronis said of 
the district final. “She is really fast, 
so I knew I had to try and take advan-
tage of my opportunities when I had 
them.”

“I was exhausted,” Veronis said 
of her campaign. She found herself 
down 5-2 in the third, and charged 
back to a 5-5 tie before Gerhard won 
the final two games.  

Veronis now looks to singles com-
petition in the PIAA state tournament, 
which will take place Nov. 1 and 2 at 
the Hershey Racquet Club.

“My goal this year was to qualify 
for states in singles, and I’ve com-

Lancaster Catholic Tennis Nets Singles Silver, Team Gold in Districts
pleted that. Now I just hope to get as 
far as I can in states,” she said.

In team tennis, the Crusaders attri-
bute this year’s success to depth and 
chemistry.

“It seems that our team really came 
together this year,” said senior Katie 
Filling. “We were strong in years past, 
but this has definitely been the year 
that we’ve improved the most. And 
we all get along really well. That’s so 
important, especially for a team.”

Teamwork resulted in their first AA 
District 3 team championship, earned 
after a 3-0 victory over powerhouse 
Wyomissing.

The win came on the heels of dou-
bles victories by Julia Davis and Ellie 
Cubbison, and by Katie Filling and 
Emily Hollister, and a singles win 
from Veronis. Davis and Cubbison 
moved on to doubles play in the dis-
trict tournament, where they finished 
fourth.

“We have a really solid team this 
year. There is a lot of depth to our 
team, which I think is probably our 
best asset overall,” Hollister said. 
“We focused a lot on doubles this 
year, and I think that by doing that, it 
helped the team as whole.”

After tasting district gold, the girls 
set their sights on state championship 
play. As of press time on Oct. 22, they 
were heading into their first-round 
match up.

“The district title was a pretty big 
goal for us to accomplish so far,” Fill-
ing said. “We don’t know much about 
the other teams in states because 
we’ve never played them before, so 
we’re just going to give it our best 
shot and go as far as we can.”

“I think we do have a good chance, 
because we do have such a great 
team,” said Hollister. “If we keep 
pushing ourselves and playing our 
best, we’ll have a good shot at states.”
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CNS/PAUL HARING
The original statue of Our Lady of Fatima is seen before Pope Francis celebrates Mass in honor of Mary in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican Oct. 13. The pope en-
trusted the world to Mary at the end of the Mass. 

By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

Before a congregation of more than 100,000 in St. Pe-
ter’s Square, Pope Francis formally entrusted the world 
to Mary.

“We are confident that each of us is precious in your 
sight,” the pope said Oct. 13, facing the statue of Mary 
that normally stands in the shrine at Fatima, Portugal. 
“Guard our lives in your arms, bless and strengthen 
every desire for goodness.”

The short ceremony was the culmination of a spe-
cial Marian Day organized for the Year of Faith. 
In his homily during the morning’s Mass, Pope 
Francis celebrated Mary as a model of docil-
ity, fidelity and gratitude to God.

“Let us invoke Mary’s intercession,” 
he said. “May she help us to be open to 
God’s surprises, to be faithful to him each 
and every day, and to praise and thank 
him, for he is our strength.”

Many in the crowd held small replicas 
of the crowned statue of Our Lady of 
Fatima, which had arrived in Rome the 
previous afternoon on a TAP Portugal 
airlines flight from Lisbon.

An Italian air force helicopter trans-
ported the statue, inside an ivory-col-
ored triangular container resembling 
a musical instrument case, to Vatican 
City. The statue was then brought to 
the residence of retired Pope Bene-
dict XVI at the Mater Ecclesiae mon-
astery, where he briefly venerated 
the statue in the monastery’s small 
chapel. Afterwards, Pope Francis 
welcomed the statue at the Vatican 
guesthouse where he lives.

At the beginning of an Oct. 12 
prayer vigil in St. Peter’s Square, 
four attendants carried the statue 
on a litter through the crowd and 
brought it up to front of the ba-
silica. Pilgrims waved white 
handkerchiefs in a traditional 
gesture of devotion as the 
statue passed.

Pope Francis led the vigil, which included a recitation 
of the seven sorrows of Mary. In a catechetical talk, the 
pope said that all believers can emulate the mother of 
God by giving “human flesh to Jesus” when they assent 

freely to his call.
“Believing in Jesus means giving him our flesh with 

the humility and courage of Mary, so that he can con-
tinue to dwell in our midst,” the pope said. “It means 
giving him our hands, to caress the little ones and the 

poor; our feet, to go forth and meet our brothers and 
sisters; our arms, to hold up the weak and to work in the 

Lord’s vineyard; our minds, to think and act in the light of 
the Gospel; and especially our hearts, to love and to make 
choices in accordance with God’s will.”

Later that night, Pope Francis sent a video message to 
faithful gathered at 10 Marian shrines around the world, 
stressing Mary’s role as a bridge to her son.

“Mary points to Jesus,” he said. “She asks us to bear 
witness to Jesus, she constantly guides us to her son 
Jesus, because in him alone do we find salvation. He 
alone can change the water of our loneliness, dif-
ficulties and sin into the wine of encounter, joy and 
forgiveness. He alone.”

Pope Francis has signaled his strong devotion 
to Mary from the first morning of his pontificate, 
when he made a brief pilgrimage to the Basilica 
of Saint Mary Major, Rome’s principal Marian 
shrine. He later asked the bishops of Portugal to 
dedicate his pontificate to Our Lady of Fatima.

Oct. 13 is the anniversary of the last apparition 
of Mary to three shepherd children at Fatima in 
1917. Two of the visionaries, Blessed Jacinta 
Marto and her brother Blessed Francisco Marto, 
were beatified by Blessed John Paul II in 2000. 
Their cousin, Sister Lucia de Jesus dos Santos, 
died in 2005, and three years later Pope Bene-
dict exempted her from the usual five-year 
waiting period between a death and the start of 
a beatification cause. 

Venerating Fatima Statue, Pope Entrusts World to Mary

International Pilgrim  
Virgin Statue to Tour Diocese

The International Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our 
Lady of Fatima will be in the Diocese of  
Harrisburg Nov. 1-21. See page 11 for a listing 
of the parishes and locations that will host the 
statue.


	A01CCWE-102513_1.pdf
	A02CCWE-102513_1
	A03CCWE-102513_1
	A04CCWE-102513_1
	A05CCWE-102513_1
	A06CCWE-102513_1
	A07CCWE-102513_1
	A08CCWE-102513_1
	A09CCWE-102513_1
	A10CCWE-102513_1
	A11CCWE-102513_1
	A12CCWE-102513_1
	A13CCWE-102513_1
	A14CCWE-102513_1
	A15CCWE-102513_1
	A16CCWE-102513_1

