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The eleventh Bishop of the Diocese of Harris-
burg introduced himself as a shepherd dedicated 
to the sanctification and ministry of his people.

In front of an enthusiastic crowd of diocesan 
employees and a host of local media gathered in 
Harrisburg for the Jan. 24 press conference, Bish-
op Ronald W. Gainer said he was eager to connect 
with the people of the diocese to learn about its 
strengths and challenges.

Accessibility, he said, has been a hallmark of 
his Episcopal ministry in the Diocese of Lexing-
ton, where he has served as bishop since 2003. He 
hopes to maintain that trend in Harrisburg.

“I have a lot to learn about this local Church, 
about all of the people in these 15 counties, about 
the strengths and the areas of challenge,” said 
Bishop Gainer.

Referring to his appointment to Harrisburg as a 
homecoming – he was born in Pottsville, Pa., and 
served as a priest of the Diocese of Allentown for 
29 years – Bishop Gainer said he planned to “hear 
with the ears and the heart of a hometown boy.” 

Father Robert M. Gillelan, Jr., Diocesan Ad-
ministrator, made the announcement Jan. 24 that 
Pope Francis had named Bishop Gainer, 66, as 
the eleventh bishop of the diocese. He will be 
installed on Wednesday, March 19, at St. Patrick 
Cathedral in Harrisburg.

Introducing Bishop Gainer during the press 
conference, Father Gillelan reflected on Jan. 24 as 
the Feast of St. Francis de Sales, who was known 
as the “gentleman saint.”    

“It seems appropriate then that today we offi-
cially welcome this Kentucky gentleman back to 
his native Pennsylvania,” he said.

Following a sustained standing ovation as he 
stepped to the podium, Bishop Gainer expressed 
his gratitude to Pope Francis and to Archbishop 
Carlo Maria Viganò, Apostolic Nuncio to the 
United States, for their trust in appointing him to 
the Diocese of Harrisburg.

“It is with great humility and true joy that I ac-
cept this as God at work through the authorities of 
our Catholic Church. I am humble and grateful,” 
he said.

He also offered thanks to the bishops of the 
Province of Philadelphia, including Archbishop 
Charles Chaput, for their confidence; to Father 
Gillelan for his leadership during the time of va-
cant see; and to the staff of the dioceses of Har-
risburg and Lexington.

“I want to certainly say that the people of the 
Diocese of Lexington and the faithful priests, re-
ligious, the laity received this Yankee with great 
love and affection, and I want to express gratitude 
to them for these 11 years of the privilege of be-
ing the second bishop of a very young mission 
diocese,” he said.

Established in 1988 from parts of the Archdio-
cese of Louisville and the Diocese of Covington, 
the Diocese of Lexington has 50 counties, 40 of 
which are in Appalachia. 

“I welcome today this new time in the life of 
the Diocese of Harrisburg, and in my own life and 
in my ministry, and I trust, truly, that the bond of 
faith, the bond of love, the bond of joy that devel-
oped in 11 years in my stewardship and shepherd-
ing the Diocese of Lexington will take place here 
and will grow quickly to unite us together in our 
Savior, Jesus Christ,” said Bishop Gainer.

Bishop Gainer Dedicated to Sanctification of Flock

More BISHOP GAINER, page 2
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Bishop-Designate Ronald Gainer shares a moment of humor with those gathered at the news conference intro-
ducing him as the eleventh bishop of Harrisburg at the Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg on Jan. 24. 
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In a statement on the appointment, 
Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of Lou-
isville noted Bishop Gainer’s pastoral 
heart, keen intellect and an exceptional 
ability to administer well. “The Dio-
cese of Harrisburg will be well served 
by such a humble servant of the Lord 
Jesus,” he said.

“The pastoral presence of Bishop 
Gainer will be deeply remembered in 
the Province of Louisville for his many 
contributions to the life of the Church,” 
said Archbishop Kurtz, who is presi-
dent of the U.S. Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops. “Of special note is his 
fine service to the Kentucky Catholic 
Conference, an experience which will 
prove especially valuable as he serves 
the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference 
in the state capital of Harrisburg.”

The appointment of Bishop Gainer 
as the eleventh Bishop of Harrisburg 
came nearly nine months after the 
death of Bishop Joseph P. McFadden, 
who died on May 2 of last year. In 
his address, Bishop Gainer took time 
to reflect on the late bishop, who had 
served the diocese for nearly three 
years.

“I want to recall with reverence and 
with deep respect and gratitude the 
memory of Bishop Joseph McFadden. 
His sudden passing was a sadness to 
all of us, and this local Church contin-
ues in its own way to grieve that sud-

Bishop Gainer
Continued from 1

Bishop Ronald W. Gainer
• Born August 24, 1947, in Pottsville, Pennsylvania, to 

Francis F. Gainer (deceased) and Anna M. Meko
Education

• Educated at Mary, Queen of Peace Grade School in 
Pottsville

• Graduated Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary,  
Philadelphia, receiving a B.A. Degree in June 1969, and 
a Masters of Divinity Degree in June 1973

• Attended the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome, 
1984-1986, receiving a Licentiate Degree in Canon Law 
and a Diploma in Latin Letters in June 1986

Priesthood
• Ordained to the priesthood for the Diocese of  

Allentown on May 19, 1973
• Named a Prelate of Honor (Monsignor) by Pope John 

Paul II on August 20, 1991
• Named Second Bishop of Lexington by Pope John 

Paul II on December 2, 2002; appointment announced at 
the Vatican on December 13, 2002

• Ordained to the Episcopacy Archbishop Thomas C. 
Kelly of Louisville, and installed as Bishop of Lexington 
on February 22, 2003

• Named Eleventh Bishop of Harrisburg by Pope  
Francis on January 13, 2014; appointment announced at 
the Vatican on January 24, 2014

Ministry
• Assistant Pastor at Saint Bernard Church in Easton, 

 Pennsylvania, 1973-1975, and Saint Catherine of Siena 
Church in Mount Penn, Pennsylvania, 1979-1980

• Assignments in Campus Ministry from 1973-
1979 at Lafayette College in Easton, Pennsylvania,  
Kutztown University in Kutztown, Pennsylvania, and Albright  
College in Reading, Pennsylvania

• Appointed Secretary to the Tribunal of the Diocese of  
Allentown in 1980, and as Judge on the Diocesan Tribunal  
in 1983

• Appointed Judicial Vicar of the Diocese of Allen-
town and pastor of Holy Trinity Church in Whitehall,  
Pennsylvania, in 1986; pastor of Holy Trinity from  
1986-1999

• Visiting Professor of Canon Law at Mary Immaculate  
Seminary in Northampton, Pennsylvania, from 1986-1987

• Spiritual Director for diocesan chapter of Beginning  
Experience for the separated, divorced and widowed 
from 1991-1999

• Appointed to the Pastoral Theology Faculty as visiting  
instructor in Canon Law at Saint Charles Borromeo  
Seminary in Philadelphia from 1994-1999

• Appointed Secretary of Catholic Life and Evangelization 
for the Diocese of Allentown in 1999

• Member of the Council of Priests, College of Consultors 
and Priest Personnel Board in the Diocese of Allentown 

• Recipient of the Boy Scouts of America 2008 Silver 
Beaver Award and St. George Medal

Memberships and Positions
• Canon Law Society of America
• Region V Chair of the USCCB from 2003-2013
• Region V representative to the Bishops’ Committee 

for the Protection of Children and Young People
• Moderator for Catholic Campus Ministry Associa-

tion and liaison with the North American Forum on the  
Catechumenate

• USCCB Committee for Canonical Affairs and Church  
Governance

• USCCB Committee on Catholic Education
• USCCB Administrative Committee
• USCCB Committee on Priorities and Plans

Board Memberships
• Pontifical College of the Josephinum
• Sacred Heart School of Theology
• Cana Family Institute
• Legatus Leadership Foundation
• Thy Kingdom Come Catholic Radio

den loss of your shepherd,” he said.
Bishop Gainer said he crossed paths 

with Bishop McFadden on numerous 
occasions. The two were members of 
the United States Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops’ Committee on Catholic 
Education, which Bishop McFadden 
eventually chaired.

He also spoke of the prayer card dis-
tributed during Bishop McFadden’s fu-
neral Mass. He has kept it next to his 
computer since May. “Every time I’ve 
gone to my computer, I’ve seen the 
smiling face of your shepherd looking 
at me and I’ve offered a prayer for his 
happy repose…. I continue to join with 
you in praying for Bishop McFadden,” 
he said. 

Archbishop Charles J. Chaput of 
Philadelphia, called Bishop Gainer’s 
appointment to the Diocese of Harris-
burg “a wonderful source of joy for the 
Church in Pennsylvania. He’s exactly 
the man to carry on the spirit and work 
of the late Bishop Joseph McFadden, 
while adding a whole new dimension 
and energy to the task.”

He remarked that “Bishop Gainer 
already has a keen sense of life in the 
Commonwealth, the issues facing the 
Church here, and the importance of the 
people and civic institutions of Harris-
burg and central Pennsylvania. He’ll be 
a great voice for the poor, the unborn, 
quality education and the faith of the 
Catholic community.”

Bishop John Barres of the Diocese 
of Allentown, where Bishop Gainer 
served as a priest for 29 years, also of-

fered remarks on the appointment to 
Harrisburg, saying, “This native son 
of Pottsville is a fine bishop, canonist 
and a very pastoral man with deep ex-
perience in evangelization. I look for-
ward to working with Bishop Gainer 
and extend to him the best wishes and 
prayerful support of the faithful of the 
Diocese of Allentown, where his voca-
tion was nurtured and first bore fruit.”

Speaking about the priorities that 
were a constant in his ministry as Bish-
op of Lexington, Bishop Gainer point-
ed to Catholic schools, prison ministry 
and social justice.

“I know that Catholic schools are 
strong and numerous here,” he said. 

He also spoke of an initiative in the 
Diocese of Lexington that focuses on 
the faith formation of Catholic school 
teachers and administrators.

On the subject of prison ministry, he 
noted that there are nine state and five 
federal prisons in the Diocese of Lex-
ington, and that he has made it a prior-
ity to visit inmates there “to let them 
know that they are not invisible.” 

Social justice has also been a focus 
of his ministry, especially in a diocese 
with poverty and unemployment. In the 
40 Appalachian counties of the Diocese 
of Lexington, 74 percent of children 
live below the federal poverty line. 

“Where there is inequality, where 
there are needs in a local community, 
we can’t close our eyes or look the oth-
er way,” Bishop Gainer remarked. “We 
can name those problems and muster 
energy to address them. What are the 
afflictions? Where is there injustice? 
Where is the good of society not being 
served?”

“My vision of a diocese is that we 
are in service to where the rubber meets 
the road, we are in service to our parish 
communities, and we need to be able to 
be a resource, to give guidance where 
needed, and to help our parishes be the 
most vibrant communities of Catholic 
faith in service, worship and in teach-
ing,” he said.

Concluding his statement during the 
press conference, Bishop Gainer quot-
ed from a letter written in 1604 by St. 
Francis de Sales on how to be a good 
bishop:

“There is nothing impossible where 
there is love. Our Lord did not ask St. 
Peter whether he was learned or elo-
quent before saying, ‘Feed my sheep.’ 
He only asked, ‘Do you love me?’ True 
love of God and of souls is all that is 
needed. Your people await you. They 
are looking forward to seeing you, and 
also to be seen by you. Begin at once 
to do what you should always do. They 
will be edified as they see you often at 
the altar, offering the Holy Sacrifice for 
their salvation. They will be edified, 
too, if they see you, like their priests, 
earnest for the sanctification, preaching 
and ministering to them.”

“On March 19, I will begin with joy, 
with deep faith and love to do what I 
must do, what I will always do here in 
your midst: the ministry of sanctifica-
tion, teaching and shepherding,” Bish-
op Gainer said.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Bishop Gainer smiles during an interview with the local TV media. 

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Bishop Gainer holds up the prayer card of Bishop Joseph McFadden as 
he shares a poignant moment of how many are still mourning the loss of 
Bishop Joseph McFadden, who suddenly passed last May.
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Lancaster Catholic High School has received a record $511,625 in tuition assistance through businesses’ participation in the Educa-
tional Improvement Tax Credit Program this year. Holding the ceremonial check are, from left, Livia Riley, Diocesan Superintendent 
of Schools; students Alexandra Wolf, Deonte Bolyer, Heather Groody and John Lobeck; and Lancaster Catholic Principal Tom Fertal.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness    

The Lancaster Catholic High 
School community is celebrat-
ing a record high in education-
al scholarships for its students 
this year.

During a rally for the state’s 
Education Improvement Tax 
Credit (EITC) Program on 
Jan. 8, the school reveled in 
the $511,625 it is receiving 
in scholarship assistance this 
year.

“This is an amazing time 
for us at Lancaster Catholic 
High School. Receiving more 
than $500,000 in tax credit tu-
ition dollars is life changing,” 
Principal Tom Fertal told the 
students, faculty, business do-
nors and Catholic elementary 
school representatives on hand 
for the press conference.

At Lancaster Catholic, 275 
students receive tuition schol-
arships as a direct result of the 
EITC Program.

“It provides real dollars that 
have a real impact on real stu-
dents,” Mr. Fertal told The 
Catholic Witness. “Almost 
half the students in this school 
are beneficiaries of scholar-
ship dollars because of this 
program. Would they be here 
without those EITC dollars? 
They might not.”

Pennsylvania’s EITC Pro-
gram provides tax credits to 
businesses that contribute to 
scholarship organizations. The 
more than half a million dollars 
Lancaster Catholic is receiving 
for tuition scholarships this 
year is made possible through 
a number of businesses that 
participate in the program.

The program was imple-
mented in Pennsylvania in 
2001 and is the first effort of 
its kind in the country.

The press conference held 
at Lancaster Catholic High 

Lancaster Catholic Celebrates More than  
Half a Million Dollars in Scholarships for Students

School included remarks from 
the owners of several busi-
nesses that have participated 
in the program, including Greg 
Ganse of Ganse Apothecary, 
Clark Tomlinson of Tomlinson 
and Bomberger Lawn Care, 
and Dave Abel of DAS Dis-
tributors, Inc.

Mr. Abel urged business 
leaders to avail themselves of 
the program.

“The most important thing 
Lancaster Catholic needs is 
you. Don’t underestimate your 
value to tell everybody [busi-
ness owners, government of-
ficials] to make them aware 

of the amazing gift that this 
program is to the school sys-
tems that are the future of our 
Church, of our communities, 
of our state, of our country, of 
the world,” he said.

State legislators who have 
been proponents of the EITC 
Program stepped to the podi-
um to speak of their continued 
support. Among them were 
State Senator Lloyd Smucker, 
State Representatives Gordon 
Denlinger, Ryan Aument and 
Steven Mentzer, and County 
Commissioner Scott Martin.

Senator Smucker lauded the 
EITC Program, which has won 

broad support from elected of-
ficials across party lines. 

“Without these EITC schol-
arships, struggling parents 
wanting to send their children 
to the school of their choice 
might find they cannot afford 
it,” he said. Whether it’s a pa-
rochial school, private school, 
or a public school, parents want 
to have their kids in a setting 
conducive to learning. At the 
same time, students want to be 
excited about learning and go-
ing to school. These programs 
give parents the opportunity to 
best determine where their chil-
dren can find both success and 
fulfillment.”

The press conference also 
included remarks from Jim 
O’Donnell of the Pennsylvania 
Department of Community and 
Economic Development; Otto 
Banks of the REACH Founda-
tion, a grassroots organization 
dedicated to ensuring parental 
choice in education; Livia Ri-
ley, Diocesan Superintendent 
of Schools, and several Lan-
caster Catholic students who 
expressed their gratitude to the 
business and government lead-
ers supportive of the EITC pro-
gram.

Mr. Fertal told The Catholic 
Witness that the scholarships 
benefit both current and poten-
tial students. He wants parents 
of prospective students to know 
that financial help is available 
toward their children’s tuition.

“There are people who auto-
matically think that they can’t 
afford Catholic school tuition, 
but we want them to investigate 
how we can help them make it 
work,” he said.

He also stressed the academ-
ic success that students find at 
Lancaster Catholic, where, he 

said, achievement is part of the 
school climate.

“When you have a school 
where the norm is to get good 
grades, to do your homework 
and to be respectful, and where 
the norm is to graduate and to 
go on to college, the climate 
and culture already exists for 
students who are coming in. 
The climate and culture sets the 
student up for success,” he said. 
“The culture expects that you’re 
going to come here and work. 
And I think students want that. 
This school says, ‘Yes, that is 
what we do.’”

(The businesses that have 
helped enable Lancaster Catho-
lic to receive $511,625 in tuition 
assistance this year are: Abel & 
Son, Bravo Foundation, Bridge 
Foundation, Charles F. Snyder 
Jr., Funeral Home and Crema-
tory, Inc., Cliffside Industries, 
LTD, Custom Prescriptions of 
Lancaster, LLC, DAS Distribu-
tors, Inc., Donegal Mutual In-
surance, Drs. Eichenlaub and 
May, Drs. Schreder and Schred-
er, LLP, Ephrata National Bank, 
Fulton Financial Corporation, 
Ganse Apothecary, Glatfelter 
Pulp Wood Company, Hall Me-
dia Solutions, Hammond Pret-
zel Bakery, Inc., Iron Compass 
Map, Long Orthodontic Associ-
ates, PC, Melcon Investments, 
Inc., Musselman Lumber, Inc., 
Prestige Color, Inc., Prudential 
Home Sales, Rettew Associates, 
Inc., R.F. Savicky, Inc., Sahd 
Metal Recycling, Susquehanna 
Waldorf School, TC Studios, 
Tomlinson Bomberger Lawn 
Care and Landscape, Inc., Tom-
linson Bomberger Pruning, Inc., 
Waters Chiropractic Center, 
Weber Advertising and Market-
ing, and Wire-Mesh Products, 
Inc.)
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Dialogue
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC

Special to The Witness

I recently had the privilege of sitting in a doctor’s waiting room reading maga-
zines that I don’t normally peruse. I am always amazed at the multitude of top-
ics as well as audiences that a doctor’s office magazine library possesses. One 
unique find was an article about social media technologies. 

The author’s name as well as the 
publication has blended into the sea 
of “somewhere I read once,” but what 
I do remember was that upon reading 
it, I was immediately transported to 
memory of a lesson I learned back in 
second grade: The Power of the Letter 
“e.”  My teacher wrote the word hop on 
the blackboard, and told us to put our 
heads down and close our eyes. Several seconds later, we were 
told up sit up and open our eyes. To our surprise, hop was transported to hope! 
I marveled at how the power of that vowel, when paired with another letter, 
could actually change the way a third letter was pronounced! It was not unique 
to hop and hope, but could be found in many other words as well! Looking back, 
I am amazed at how such a simple concept of relationship can actually promote 
change, and that change can have a lasting effect – at least in the “vowel world.”

This story came to mind when I read a blog post from an artist named Samuel 
Rowlett. In his post, “Why Can’t You Draw?” (http://hyperallergic.com/65071/
why-cant-you-draw/) he discusses a key part of relationship building. He writes, 
“How do we build relationships? We communicate. Education is based on com-
munication. Not the transferring of knowledge, like some would have it, as some 
top-down pouring of information into empty minds. More accurately, it is the 
exchange of ideas. It is a dialogue, a conversation, a collaboration.”  

This is how the “vowel world” as described above is lived out in the face-to-
face world. So, when two individuals dialogue with each other, they also “edu-
cate” each other on their perspectives of the topic that they are discussing. So, in 
other words, the purpose of communication should be, as Blessed John Paul II 
points out, one of dialogue, participation, and formation.  

Where today do we dialogue and discuss any conceivable topic publicly? An-
swer: social media networks. In the message of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 
for the 47th World Communication Day in May 2013 (found at:  http://www.
vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/messages/communications/documents/hf_
ben-xvi_mes_20130124_47th-world-communications-day_en.html), we read, 
“These spaces, when engaged in a wise and balanced way, help to foster forms 
of dialogue and debate. … The exchange of information can become true com-
munication, links ripen into friendships, and connections facilitate communion.”  

Dialogue and debate is never easy. It takes energy, a lot of energy. A large part 
of dialogue is listening, which demands a lot of work. This is why Pope Benedict 
continues, “The development of social networks calls for commitment: people 
are engaged in building relationships and making friends, in looking for answers 
to their questions and being entertained, but also in finding intellectual stimula-
tion and sharing knowledge and know-how. The networks are increasingly be-
coming part of the very fabric of society, inasmuch as they bring people together 
on the basis of these fundamental needs. Social networks are thus nourished by 
aspirations rooted in the human heart.”

Jesus reached out and dialogued with the woman at the well (John 4: 4-42), 
the father who had a son who was possessed (Mark 9:14-29) and the man who 
was sick for 38 years (John 5:1-9). He spoke with them even though each con-
versation could be described as confrontational and they could be seen as an 
“outsider.” Even so, Jesus modeled for us the key to dialogue: respect. What he 
modeled for us in the face-to-face world, we should take to the virtual world as 
well. The conversations we engage within social media networks, according to 
Sister Mary Walsh, Director of Media Relations for the USCCB, “grow in impor-
tance as church attendance decreases and fewer have relationships with a parish 
to which to tether themselves in life’s storms.”

I am not contending that these virtual relationships are as important or take the 
place of face-to-face relationships. Social media networks are and remain a place 
in which we can evangelize and bring the message of God’s mercy and love to 
others. There are plenty of “e’s” to go around!

(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network Co-
ordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and a member of the IT Department. 
An educator for 28 years, she is responsible for Professional Development Pro-
grams for every age learner. In addition, Sister blogs for Powerful Learning 
Practices, a company providing in-service opportunities for educators. Through 
her presentations, she challenges her audiences to be the individual God has 
called them to be.) 

By Mary Klaus
Special to The Witness 

When I was a baby, my parents bought 
our family a small statue of the Infant of 
Prague. 

I still have that statue in my home.
So when my brother and I went to 

Prague in December, we felt compelled 
to visit Our Lady Victorious Catholic 
Church, where the statue is located. We 
wanted to see the statue depicting the 
baby Jesus as a little king in royal robes 
with a crown on his head, a globe with 
a cross on top in his left hand, and two 
small fingers raised in a blessing in his 
right hand, symbolizing the two natures 
of Christ.

Legend says that the Infant of Prague 
statue was made more than 400 years 
ago by a friar based on his vision of the 
Holy Infant. The wax-coated wooden 
statue reportedly once belonged to St. 
Teresa of Avila in Spain and later was 
brought to Bohemia, now part of the 
Czech Republic.

A prominent family owned the statue 
for several years and eventually gave it 
to the Discalced Carmelites in Prague in 
1628.

Shortly after this, Prague was under 
siege and pillaged as part of the 30 Years 
War. The Infant of Prague statue was put 
in storage behind the main altar of Our 
Lady Victorious and the Carmelites fled.

When they returned, Father P. Cyril 
found the statue in 1637 in a pile of rub-
bish. The statue’s hands were broken off. 
While the priest was praying, he heard 
the Infant Jesus say, “Have pity on me 
and I will have pity on you. Give me 
my hands and I will give you peace. 

The more you honor me, the more I will 
bless you.” 

The statue was repaired and so was the 
church. Today, the 18-inch statue is vis-
ible behind a glass case on a side altar of 
the church.

My brother and I eagerly climbed the 
steps to Our Lady Victorious Catholic 
Church, built in 1611 in a part Renais-
sance, part early baroque style. We saw 
people at an altar on the right, kneeling 
before the famous Infant of Prague stat-
ue that looked both small and imposing. 
We joined them and prayed silently.

Eventually, we went upstairs in the 
church to visit a museum displaying ap-
proximately 80 colorfully embroidered 
Infant of Prague cloaks from around the 
world. (The Infant of Prague has nearly 
400 different cloaks.) We also saw ornate 
chalices, crosses and various sculptures. 
We learned that the church offers Mass 
in Czech, English, Spanish, French and 
Italian. 

Seeing the Infant of Prague statue is a 
spiritual highlight of any trip to Prague. 
In 2009, Pope Benedict XVI visited it 
during his apostolic visit to the Czech 
Republic. Several Catholic souvenir 
stores near the church offer Infant of 
Prague statues in all heights, statue 
cloaks, prayer books, necklaces, holy 
water bottles, pictures, rosaries, scapu-
lars and more.

Many Catholics meditate on the Infant 
Jesus’ words to Father P. Cyril: “The 
more you honor me, the more I will 
bless you.” In today’s world, perhaps 
devotion to the Infant of Prague is more 
needed than ever.

(Mary Klaus is a freelance reporter 
for The Catholic Witness.)

Small Infant of Prague 
Statue Makes Big Impression

MARY KLAUS, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Infant of Prague statues are readily available at souvenir shops in Prague.
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By Katherine Talalas
Catholic News Service

Despite single-digit temperatures, 
thousands descended on Washington 
Jan. 22 to declare their opposition to 
abortion.

Most of the red noses and chapped 
lips belonged to faces under 25.

"We are the pro-life generation," read 
signs carried by the marchers.

March for Life President Jeanne Mo-
nahan echoed that opinion. In her open-
ing remarks, Monahan thanked millen-
nials for understanding the devastation 
caused by abortion "more than any 
group."

Rep. Chris Smith, R-N.J., also 
showed faith in the young people pres-
ent, saying: "Your generation will end 
abortion."

Schools across the nation had shipped 
busloads of students, many of whom 
wore bright-colored sweatshirts and 
scarves for easy identification. Many 
teens also sported stickers reading 
"Worth Waiting For."

The message on the pro-chastity 
stickers had an extra meaning to those 
who had experienced travel delays be-
cause of the extreme weather.

Mary Peters, 16, drove for 11 hours 
with her classmates from St. Catherine 
of Siena Academy in Michigan. "It's 
amazing to be here with your peers, 
pepped up about something you believe 
in," she said.

Monica Stephens, a 17-year-old stu-
dent from Grinnell, Kan., said it was 
worth "31 hours on a bus with smelly 
boys" to attend. "You have to stand up 
to help the babies."

The participants' energy was not 
dimmed by frigid conditions upon ar-
rival.

Andrew Redman, 25, from Notre 
Dame Seminary and Andrew Gutierrez, 
20, from St. Joseph's Seminary came 
with 10 buses of students from New 
Orleans.

"The snow helped unite us, all hud-
dled together," Redman said.

"It's a great chance to pray with peo-

Millennials at March say Age  
Group Most Aware of Costs of Abortion

ple!" Gutierrez added. "Then you aren't 
distracted by cold toes or frozen ears."

Logistics may have been part of the 
reason that March for Life attendees 
were especially young this year.

Kelly Hanlon is the office manager 
of St. Joseph's on Capitol Hill, a parish 
that offers hot chocolate and snacks to 
shivering marchers.

"We only had a few hundred stop by, 
much fewer than last year," she said. 
Though she had met visitors from as 
far as Canada and Minnesota, many ex-
pected groups had had their flights can-
celed because of the bad weather.

According to a 2013 Gallup poll, mil-
lennials are the group most likely to be-
lieve that abortion should be outlawed 
in all circumstances, and a majority 
believed in placing restrictions on abor-
tion.

Out of the 56 million abortions since 

1973, the millennial generation has suf-
fered the greatest losses. The number of 
annual abortions reached their peak of 
1.6 million in 1990.

Signs at the march read: "1/3 of our 
generation has been killed by abortion."

When asked about the shift in per-
spective about abortion, some think it 
is because to technology. Clara Milli-
gan, a senior at Morris Hill Academy in 
Cincinnati, said that "we see the ultra-
sounds and know that life begins in the 
womb."

"Social media has given us the ability 
to spread the word about causes that are 
important to us," she added.

Her sister Grace Milligan, a sopho-
more at Morris Hill, believes that "this 
generation is more accepting of people, 
and that includes the unborn."

The desire for compassionate under-
standing was reflected in this year's 

theme for the March for Life: "Adop-
tion: A Noble Decision." Few marchers 
carried posters depicting graphic abor-
tions, and many simply asked mothers 
to choose life.

Though full of hope for a culture of 
life, Generation Y activists face chal-
lenges on the issue unimagined in years 
past.

No longer limited to the abortion clin-
ic, emergency contraceptives that can 
act as abortifacients are used in homes 
and dorm rooms. Dr. Donna Harrison, 
executive director of the American As-
sociation of Pro-Life Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists, asked marchers to en-
gage their peers on pro-life issues. "It is 
up to you to talk to your roommates and 
friends about what these drugs actually 
do."

It looks like Generation Y is up for 
the challenge.

CNS PHOTO/LESLIE KOSSOFF
Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl of Washington waves after celebrating Mass during a pro-life youth rally at the Verizon Center 
in Washington Jan. 22. Thousands of young people gathered at the arena to rally and pray before taking part in the annual 
March for Life. 

 CNS PHOTO/LESLIE KOSSOFF
Young people hold signs outside the U.S. Supreme Court building during the March for Life in Washington Jan. 22. 
Thousands took part in the annual event. 

 CNS PHOTO/MIKE CRUPI, CATHOLIC COURIER
Ronald Chauca of Chicago is bundled up as he 
makes his way across the National Mall before 
the March for Life in Washington Jan. 22. Al-
though skies were sunny all day, temperatures 
barely reached 20 degrees during the the annual 
event, which this year marked the 41st anniver-
sary of the Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade deci-
sion that legalized abortion across the nation.
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By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

A heart hardened by anger and resent-
ment is worse than eating humble pie and 
reaching out to enemies to seek peace, 
Pope Francis said.

"Worse than trying to build a bridge (of 
understanding) with an adversary is to let 
the heart swell with rancor toward him," 
he said Jan. 24 during his early morning 
Mass in the Domus Sanctae Marthae, 
where he lives.

Holding onto one's hatred and anger, 
instead of taking the first step toward 
peace, only renders people "isolated in 
this bitter broth of our resentment," he 
said, according to Vatican Radio.

When someone is wronged or faces 
an enemy, one option might be retalia-
tion or revenge, Pope Francis said. But 
the Christian response is to choose the 
path of dialogue, he said, which requires 
humility, meekness and becoming all 
things to all people.

One thing the Bible doesn't mention is 
that "to do all this, you need to swallow 
a lot of 'toads,'" that is, the bitter pill of 
humiliation, he said.

"But we have to do it because that's 
how peace is made -- with humility, hu-
miliation, always trying to see the face of 
God in the other," he said.

Taking the first step toward dialogue 
and stooping low to begin building a 
bridge of understanding is not easy, he 
said.

"Jesus did it; he was humiliated up un-
til the end and he showed us the way."

It's normal to have conflict and argu-
ments, "sometimes the plates will fly," 
the pope said. But "after the storm has 
passed," it's important to work things out 
as soon as possible, "with a word, a ges-
ture."

The longer an argument or misunder-
standing is left brewing, the harder it is 
to resolve "because over time the wall 
grows higher like weeds that choke off 
the grain," he said.

It is better to build bridges than walls, 
the pope said, "because even our heart 
can become like the Berlin Wall" shut-

By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

Few probably know it outside the ranks of the craft, 
but February is Catholic Press Month, when the church 
in the United States and Canada recognizes the impor-
tance of Catholic media and members of the Catholic 
media reflect in a special way on their service to the 
church.

These are not easy times for Catholic journalism, 
which no less than its secular counterpart has been 
deeply unsettled by technologically driven changes in 
how readers and viewers receive and share informa-
tion. The disruption seems bound to continue indefi-
nitely and there is no consensus about where it will 
lead.

Yet Catholic Press Month 2014 should be an occa-
sion for new hope. The last year has witnessed devel-
opments within the church that offer Catholic journal-
ism major opportunities for greater influence, among 
the faithful and the public at large.

On Feb. 11, 2013, Pope Benedict XVI announced 
that he would become the first pope in nearly 600 
years to resign. Those who were at the Vatican press 
office that morning remember how quickly it filled 
with seemingly all the accredited journalists in Rome, 
many of whom rarely covered papal events. Approxi-
mately 5,600 journalists were accredited to report on 

the conclave that elected Pope Francis March 13.
As it turned out, that papal transition was just the be-

ginning of the Vatican's longest stretch of global media 
attention since the pontificate of Blessed John Paul II, 
and perhaps since the Second Vatican Council half a 
century before. The attention shows no sign of ending 
soon.

Pope Francis' colossal popularity has been a boon 
for news outlets of every kind. Practically whatever 
he does excites curiosity that translates almost instant-
ly into higher television ratings or more online page 
views.

Yet interest in a pope does not necessarily translate 
into interest in the church as a whole. Much secular 
coverage of Blessed John Paul focused on his unique 
work as a charismatic, world-traveling evangelist, and 
on his role as a protagonist in the struggle for freedom 
in Eastern Europe.

Pope Benedict's announcement that he would step 
down initiated a period of intense coverage of the 
church's traditions, practices, institutions and teach-
ings. What were the problems within the Vatican that 
had reportedly prompted the pope to resign? What 
would it mean to have two living men who had both 
served as pope? Such questions reflected an interest in 
the church that transcended the actions of any single 
leader.

Pope Francis has used his popularity to draw atten-

tion to a range of concerns, especially the plight of the 
poor. But, with his ambitious agenda of Vatican reform, 
his denunciations of "spiritual worldliness" among the 
clergy and his frank critiques of church personnel and 
institutions he deems insufficiently merciful or pasto-
ral, the pope has kept the secular press unusually fo-
cused on the internal life of the church at every level.

Here is where the Catholic press can make a special 
contribution in at least two ways.

For the benefit of its Catholic readers and viewers, 
it can provide an explicit corrective to oversimplifi-
cations, misunderstandings and outright distortions in 
secular coverage of the church.

At the same time, the Catholic press can indirectly 
inform the many people -- including a great number of 
Catholics -- who get their news of the church primarily 
from secular media. Because secular journalists, logi-
cally enough, turn to Catholic media for information 
and guidance when they write about the church. The 
better their sources, the better their reporting ultimate-
ly will be.

The latter role is a more modest one for the Catholic 
press, and fulfilling it will do even less to solve the 
business challenges that almost all its outlets face to-
day. But in both ways, members of the Catholic press 
are uniquely well positioned to help the church take 
advantage of an extraordinary opportunity to reveal 
itself to the world.

An Eventful Vatican Year  
Raises the Profile of the Catholic Press

Pope: Better to Eat Humble Pie  
Than Let Anger Harden the Heart

ting off others.
The pope's homily Jan. 24 was a con-

tinuation of his Jan. 23 homily -- both 
were based on the days' readings from 
the First Book of Samuel, which de-
scribe the conflict between King Saul 
and David.

What should have been a time of joy 
over David's victory against Goliath, 
King Saul instead was steeped in envy 
and hatched a plan of murder because 
of the amount of praise David received, 
Pope Francis said.

"Jealousy and envy open the doors to 
everything that is bad."

Jealousy "is a strong poison" that di-
vides communities and families like 
Cain against Abel, he said.

Jealous people become bitter and can 
even spread that bitterness throughout a 
community, the pope said. They "don't 
know how to sing, to praise, they don't 
know what joy is and they always look 
for what that person has that I don't."

Gossip is also a sign of jealousy and 
not being able to stand a person's good 

fortune, he said. Speaking badly about 
them is a way to "cut them down so that I 
may gain a bit of high ground."

In his Jan. 23 homily, which took place 
during the Jan. 18-25 Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity, the pope asked for 
prayers for all Christian communities -- 
that they be spared of people sowing the 
seeds of jealousy.

May Christ's followers, instead, move 
forward, "praising the Lord with joy" and 
receive the grace of "not succumbing to 
sadness, resentment, jealousy and envy."

 CNS PHOTO/PAUL HARING
Pope Francis watches as children release doves from the window of his studio overlooking St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican 
Jan. 26. The two young people at his side launched doves to highlight the church’s call for peace in the world.
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February 2 :   Bishop Ronald W. Gainer has been announced as the eleventh 
Bishop of Harrisburg. This week on Catholic Perspective we will recap the 
announcement of our new shepherd with a review of the highlights of his in-
troductory press conference.

Every August, 130 young Catholics aged 18-28 leave behind their jobs, 
school, family, and friends to devote nine months to serving with the National 
Evangelization Teams (NET).

Divided into 12 teams, they travel across the U.S. for nine months to share 
the Gospel with young people and their families.   Catherine Imholte, a young 
woman who is a missionary with Net Ministries. Correspondent Rose Atkin-
son talked with her last summer and now we get an update on her missionary 
work.  She tells us how she is raising money for her team and also shares what 
her faith means to her.   

February 9 :   Our new Bishop-Designate Ronald W. Gainer said that he 
looks forward to learning about his new diocese. In that same spirit, for the 
next several weeks, Catholic Perspective will be airing segments that will help 
our listeners get to know a little bit more about our new Bishop, the Most Rev-
erend W. Gainer. We hope that you will tune in for these insightful segments.

St. Laurence Chapel is home of the Latin Mass in the Diocese of Harrisburg. 
Correspondent Contributor Rose Atkinson speaks with some of the people in-
volved with this Community in this report.

Catholic Perspective is produced in cooperation with the Office of Com-
munications of the Diocese and WHFY AM 720. It can be heard Mondays at 
noon and Sundays at 3 p.m. on WHYF AM 720 and on Sunday mornings on 
WLAN-AM 1390, Lancaster at 7:30 a.m.; WHYL-AM 960, Carlisle, at 8 a.m.; 
WHVR-AM 1280, Hanover, at 8 a.m.; WKOK-AM 1070, Sunbury, at 6:30 
a.m.; WIEZ-AM 670, Lewistown, at 8 a.m.; WWSM-AM 1510, Lebanon, at 
7 a.m.; and WWEC-FM 88.3, Elizabethtown, at 9:30 a.m. It is also available 
on line at www.OldiesRadio1620.com at 6:30 a.m. and at www.WISL1480.
com on Sunday at 11 a.m. It can also be heard on line at www.hbgdiocese.org

Pennsylvania Catholic Conference

We are naïve if we believe slavery is a subject for the history books. Nor can we tell 
ourselves that slavery is only an issue in foreign countries. It is estimated that 17,000 
men, women and children in the United States each year are victims of modern day slav-
ery called human trafficking.  

Human trafficking is defined by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime as “the 
acquisition of people by improper means such as force, fraud or deception, with the aim 
of exploiting them.” It is often involved with activities such as prostitution, pornography 
or illegal labor practices. This crime creates slaves right here in Pennsylvania, but legisla-
tion is proposed to address it through prosecution, prevention and protection. Legislation 
was already passed unanimously by the Pennsylvania Senate in December and hopefully 
it will be considered by the House of Representatives in the near future.

Pennsylvania is known as a “pass through state” whose laws and atmosphere make it 
easier for traffickers to carry out their heinous actions. Pennsylvania is just the start. Look 
around you – the electronics you listen to and watch, the vegetables and meat you eat, the 
clothes you wear – all of these consumables could have involved human trafficking from 
the first moments of production to the moment they entered your home. A lack of aware-
ness and transparency compounds the issues of human trafficking.  

Pope Francis has pointed to our personal responsibility, saying we each must make an 
“examination of conscience: how many times have we permitted a human being to be 
seen as an object, to be put on show in order to sell a product or to satisfy an immoral 
desire? The human person ought never to be sold or bought as if he or she were a com-
modity. Whoever uses human persons in this way and exploits them, even if indirectly, 
becomes an accomplice of this injustice.”

He said we “must not allow these women, men and children to be treated as objects, 
to be deceived, raped, often sold and resold for various purposes, and in the end either 
killed or left devastated in mind and body, only to be finally thrown away or abandoned. 
It is shameful.”

This crime defies and violates the dignity of the person. Human trafficking impacts 
many more women than men: 5 percent of forced labor victims are women and girls, as 
are 98 percent of sex trafficking victims. This is a true war on women, one that we must 
work to end. 

What can we do to help? First, if you suspect human trafficking, please notify local 
law enforcement, call 1-888-373-7888 or text BeFree (233733). The National Human 
Trafficking Resource Center (NHTRC) is a national, toll-free hotline, available to answer 
calls and texts from anywhere in the country, 24 hours a day, every day of the year. 

Further, we can pray. February 8 is the feast day of St. Josephine Bakhita, who was 
kidnapped as a child and sold into slavery. Once freed, St. Josephine devoted her life to 
Christ, sharing her personal story of release from slavery and comforting the poor and 
suffering. As we approach St. Josephine’s feast day, let us pray for her intercession for 
an end to slavery. 

Finally, we must demand legislative action that supports the dignity of the person and 
prevents victims from even getting involved in human trafficking. Please send a message 
in support of legislation that ends human trafficking by visiting www.pacatholic.org.

(Joelle Shea is the Director of Outreach for the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference – 
the public affairs agency for Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops and the Catholic Dioceses 
of Pennsylvania.)

Shameful: Human Trafficking  
a Reality in Pennsylvania 

Chances are that your child will 
never be the victim of an online pred-
ator.  However, that doesn’t mean that 
you or your kids should be naive.  You 
and your kids need to be smart about 
the reality today. 

We live in a networked, social 
world.  Therefore the “places” where 
kids can encounter strangers online 
is becoming increasingly complex.  
Online services and technologies are 
often “faceless”.  It’s this online “ano-
nymity” that makes technology an at-
tractive vehicle for predators. 

It can be easy for kids to build rela-
tionships and develop trust with those 
they talk with online.  Predators know 
this.  They will use that anonymity to 
pretend to be something or someone 
that they aren’t just to develop rela-
tionships with kids. 

Hopefully you’ve already talked 
with your kids about the dangers of 
strangers.  However, no matter how 
much you think you’ve talked about 
the topic of strangers and predators 
with your kids, the reality is that kids 
are oftentimes naive and can be duped 
by bad people who use social engi-
neering tricks.  As part of your parent-
ing toolkit, you need to know how on-
line predators work, the places where 
kids can potentially meet strangers 
online, and what to do if you feel that 
your child is being targeted. 

Patterns of Online Predators
Online predators tend to follow cer-

tain behavioral patterns to find kids.  
As parents, you need to know some 
of these tendencies.  In general, online 
predators will tend to:

Find places where kids are.  With 
today’s technology, this means social 

networks, chat rooms, blogs, email, 
message boards and forums, IM, and 
any place where they can interact with 
kids.

Search Profiles.  Kids profiles on 
social network sites often include 
photos of themselves, their gender, 
age, and where they live.  Kids who 
make it a point to provide detailed 
profiles are providing predators with 
the information they are looking for.

Seduce.  Online predators will try 
to get attention, sympathy, and affec-
tion from kids.  It’s not uncommon for 
targeted kids to even receive physical 
gifts as part of this.

Learn about kids’ interests.  Pred-
ators will know about the latest mov-
ies, music, viral videos, hobbies, and 
other things that kids will be inter-
ested in.

Be their Friend.  It may seem odd, 
but predators will make an effort to 
listen and sympathize with problems 
and issues that kids may be dealing 
with.

Gradually build to sexual con-
tent.  Predators will gradually intro-
duce sexual conversations, photos, 
and videos to try and break down 
kids’ inhibitions.

Evaluate.  Using the mechanisms 
above, online predators will often 
start to evaluate which kids they will 
attempt to meet in person.

You can find much more on this 
topic on line at: www.FaithandSaftey.
org under the Learn tab. This is a proj-
ect of the Catholic Communication 
Campaign. A link to the site is on the 
homepage of the Diocesan website, 
www.hbgdiocese.org 

Strangers and Predators Online



8 - THE CATHOLIC WITNESS, JANUARY 31, 2014

By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness

Wind chill temperatures did not de-
ter the warm celebration of Catholic 
Schools Week, January 26 to January 
31.

The week began with its annual Her-
shey Bears Hockey game and many 
parishes offered a Sunday Holy Mass 
for school children to attend to begin 
the week. The week offers a chance for 
students to celebrate what a blessing at-

Parents Support Catholic Education
tending Catholic school is. It is a time 
for them to grow together as a commu-
nity and to share with visitors what it is 
that makes their school so special.

Catholic education is unique in so 
many different ways, but often forgot-
ten are the parents that make this a pri-
ority for their children. Betsy Dorsey 
and her husband Patrick are the par-
ents of five children, one son and four 
daughters, attending Lebanon Catholic 
School. In an interview with The Cath-
olic Witness, Mrs. Dorsey explained 

why they chose Catholic education;
"Like many parents, we chose Cath-

olic education for the great academ-
ics and student to teacher ratio. But 
personally it provides an environment 
where the children can live their beliefs 
every day. There is wonderful faculty 
and staff that encourage the same val-
ues that they live at home as a family. 
Praying together at school gives a won-
derful family atmosphere, and this is 
seen through all aspects of the school 
from academic to music, to athletics."

Mrs. Dorsey became a Catholic as an 
adult; Mr. Dorsey grew up in the faith. 
Shortly after saying yes to the church 
their son, the oldest, was school age 
and both she and her husband were 
growing in their faith. They felt it best 
to reinforce the faith being taught at 
home by sending the children to Catho-
lic school. "Our Catholic faith should 
be lived every day, not just on Sunday," 
commented Mrs. Dorsey. She contin-
ued, "Our son is preparing for college. 
He is very prepared to step out on his 
own not only academically but morally. 
He has a clear understanding of what is 
right." Mrs. Dorsey also loves the com-
munity feeling that comes with a Cath-
olic education. The kids "will come 
home and tell me about a student who 
had a death in the family, or is going 
through a hard time, these things are 
shared so we can pray as a community; 
you don't feel alone."

Seven Sorrows BVM School prin-
cipal, Middletown, Loretta Miller, has 
seen Catholic education from several 
vantage points. She was a student at 
Seven Sorrows, a parent of three chil-
dren who attended Seven Sorrows and 
continued onto Bishop McDevitt, a 
volunteer, a teacher for seven years and 
now principal. For her and her husband 
there was no decision to make, "We 
just knew that Catholic education was 
what we wanted." She said "her three 
children, one daughter and two sons, 
are now adults and all three are serving 
service in the military. "I believe the 
faith formation acquired and the oppor-
tunities both schools gave them, turned 
them into leaders." Mrs. Miller contin-
ued, "I think faith got them through dif-
ficult times. Each of them told me that 
prayer is what helped them through ba-
sic training."

More EDUCATION, page 9

St. Columba’s third and fourth graders perform “Like a Sunflower” for Emmanuel Nursing Home residents.

Fourth grader, Emerson Viars, visits with residents after the students perform.

EMILY ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS



JANUARY 31, 2014, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS - 9 

"Our students are always looking 
for excellence. That is taught to them, 
to do their very best. If God gave you 
talents, you must use them to the best 
of your ability. Students also learn to 
be problem solvers and critical think-
ers, Catholic education helped mold 
them into the people they are today. 
It provides opportunity to community 
service. Catholic schools provide disci-
pline and guidance."

Mrs. Miller continued to talk about 
not only the benefits she saw in her 

Education
Continued from 8

St. Columba School in Bloomsburg third 
and fourth grade students brought their cel-
ebration of Catholic Schools Week to Em-
manuel Nursing Home in Danville. The 
students performed with their recorders and 
voices in front of about a dozen nursing home 

residents. 
The students took musical request from the 

residents who were tapping their toes or sing-
ing along with the children. After their per-
formance the students shared a smile and a 
few words with the elderly. 

Catholic Schools Week Promotes Service

own children but what she witnesses 
everyday in the students she loves so 
much. "We have the best kids here, 
we really do!" She explained that she 
tells the children to be well rounded, 
and really believes Catholic education 
provides the entire package, academ-
ics, athletics, music, art, or whatever 
the interest the students are taught and 
it builds good character.

Lancaster Catholic High School par-
ent, Tina Carter, is also the kindergar-
ten teacher at Seven Sorrows. As she 
spoke with The Catholic Witness the 
small children scattered around her 
legs, picking up toys, cleaning up and 
preparing to leave for the day, in near 

complete silence. The respect and dis-
cipline of a Catholic education was evi-
dent in this moment.

For Mrs. Carter, she chose Catho-
lic education for her children so they 
could have an environment they could 
think in. She liked the control in the 
classroom and the room for students 
to share thoughts. She liked knowing 
her children would have a deeper un-
derstating of their faith in a controlled 
environment as they become young 
adults. "Teachers are committed and 
meet the needs of all children," she 
continued. She went on to explain how 
she has seen pupils with special needs 
be assisted with extra learning tools 

or classes, as well as those pupils who 
have advanced placement, they will be 
in classes to meet their learning level.

Jaime Vargas, parent and teacher aid 
at Seven Sorrows, believes it is not only 
the best education, but well rounded. 
"My children are learning to be good 
citizens; they have a moral compass." 
Mrs. Vargas did not attended Catholic 
school growing up, but said she always 
felt as if she wanted that in her life. She 
couldn't express her faith without ridi-
cule in public school.

Her husband is currently attending 
catechesis classes, and their two chil-
dren help him learn prayers and give a 
hand at Mass.

Faith Wittman and the fourth grade play recorders as part of 
their performance.

Lauren LaRouch sings songs of faith with fellow classmates.

Bishop Gainer meets Virginia Pereira, assistant director of the 
Office Youth and Young Adult ministry as he tours the diocesan 
center. Bishop Gainer met the entire staff of the diocesan cen-
ter on his tour. 

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Father Robert Gillelan, diocesan administrator, takes Bishop Designate Ronald Gainer on a tour 
of the diocesan center facilities after the press conference announcing his selection by Pope 
Francis to be Harrisburg’s eleventh bishop.
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By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

Two things are near certain in the wintertime in 
Shamokin. It’s cold for one and the Red Raiders 
of Our Lady of Lourdes Regional School girls’ 
varsity basketball team is racking up wins on their 
way to another District IV championship. Given 
they have won five straight Class A titles, it’s not a 
stretch to say competing to win championships is 
what Lourdes does.

But, this season the Red Raiders have struggled 
to stay above .500 and need a few wins down the 
stretch to make the playoffs. On a cold January 16, 
they hosted their Schuylkill League rival from Potts-
ville’s Nativity BVM. The Green Wave jumped out 
to an eight-point lead twice in the first half and once 
in the fourth quarter before Lourdes closed the gap 
to one point with under three minutes to play. The 
Green Wave then hit a couple of key buckets inside 
to seal the win, 62-58. The Red Raiders had trou-
ble scoring against Nativity’s 2-3 and 1-3-1 zones 

throughout the game. And the Green Wave was able 
to hit a few threes early against Lourdes’ zone. 

The Red Raiders have a solid backcourt in guards 
Bailey Trell and freshman Carmella Bickell, both 
can hit threes and run the floor. 

Not only does the girls’ team excel on the hard-
court at Lourdes, but the boys’squad does as well 
as they won their 999th game in school’s history last 
week surely to top the thousand win mark this sea-
son. It’s been a rich history of winning at Lourdes 
for a long time. 

Lourdes Looks to Make Playoffs  
to Win Sixth Straight District Title in a Row

EMILY ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Lourdes’ guard Bailey Trell goes after a loose ball against Nativity.

Captain Rachel Schultz eyes up a three-pointer under duress of a Green Wave 
defender.

Coach Mike Klembara ponders a way to pull out a win after trailing 
the entire way. Freshman guard Carmella Bickel answers a Nativity three with her own.



JANUARY 31, 2014, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS - 11 

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Ceil Ritchey, a member of St. Leo the Great Parish in 
Rohrerstown, says desperation drew her into Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal.

She was reeling from a sudden separation from her hus-
band, and found herself at a low point in life.

“I realized I was beyond anything that could get me past 
the trial I was in, so I started to seek God,” she said.

She began to attend daily Mass and pray the Rosary. 
Eventually, she came to sense that God was directing her 
down a path in life that included Catholic Charismatic Re-
newal, and he placed people in her life who would help her 
get there.

She joined the movement – defined by Charismatic Cath-
olics as a way of life, of being renewed in the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit – and responded to God’s call for her to teach 
and evangelize the faith.

That was more than 30 years ago. Since then, Ms. Ritchey 
has traveled to Eastern Europe and Africa, working with a 
ministry that spreads the Gospel message.

“Charismatic Renewal has reordered my life. God has 
put me where he wants me to be,” she said. 

Outpouring of the Holy Spirit
The New Evangelization calls Catholics to deepen their 

faith, renew their relationship with Christ and the Church, 
and go forth to proclaim the Gospel.

In the Catholic Church, ecclesial movements – groups 
and associations that work to spread the Good News – have 
helped play a part in ushering in the New Evangelization.

In his 1987 apostolic exhortation on the vocation and 
mission of the lay faithful (Christifidelis Laici), Blessed 
John Paul II pointed to these movements as a sign of “how 
the Holy Spirit continues to renew the youth of the Church 
and how he has inspired new aspirations towards holiness 
and the participation of so many lay faithful.” 

One such ecclesial movement is Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal. 

An estimated 120 million Catholics worldwide have 
been “baptized in the Spirit,” defined as a release of the 
power gifts of the Holy Spirit received in Baptism. Catholic 
Charismatics seek a deeper relationship with God and with 
Jesus through the Holy Spirit.

“It’s like being on fire with the Holy Spirit,” explained 
Father Francis Karwacki, the liaison for Catholic Charis-
matic Renewal in the Diocese of Harrisburg. “It’s almost 
like a jump start for our batteries. We’re recharged, rejuve-
nated with the Holy Spirit.”

Catholic Charismatic Renewal is the outgrowth of a spir-
itual retreat that several students and faculty members from 
Duquesne University took in 1967 to reflect on the power 
of the Holy Spirit in the early Church.

During the retreat, many of the participants felt the Spirit 
begin to move within them, and they decided to share this 
experience in different prayer groups upon their return.

Thereafter, the movement spread through campus minis-
tries across the United States and eventually to other coun-
tries.

Catholic Charismatic Renewal was first introduced to the 
Diocese of Harrisburg in 1971, when a handful of diocesan 
priests worked with Allentown College to invite Catholics 
to a seminar. From that initial gathering sprang a small 
group that received approval from Bishop Joseph Daley to 
bring a Catholic Charismatic prayer group to the diocese.

Since that time, with continued support from the dio-
cese, Catholic Charismatic Renewal spread into all parts 
of the diocese with prayer groups, seminars, Masses with 
prayers for healing, annual retreats and days of renewal, 
and a priest liaison.

Come, Holy Spirit
Charismatic Renewal and the New Evangelization

In the Diocese of Harrisburg, there are approximately 20 
prayer groups where Charismatics meet regularly. Meet-
ings include prayer, song, personal reflection, teaching and 
intercessions.

“Prayer groups have been great ways to provide instruc-
tion on praise. We talk about prayer as adoration, contri-
tion, thanksgiving, supplication. You think about God and 
how you pray to him,” said Dr. John O’Rourke, who, with 
his wife, leads the prayer group in Danville, which began 
in the mid 1970s.

Each prayer group is unique because it reflects the per-
sonalities of its members.

“I find our prayer group to be a miniature Church. The 
strength that we find there, we are able to bring to the larger 
Church,” Dr. O’Rourke said.

“There is nothing stronger than a group of people who 
come to pray together to praise the Lord,” he said.

Catholic Charismatic Renewal also has “Life in the 
Spirit” seminars, which is a good starting point for people 
interested in knowing more about the movement. The semi-
nars are made up of seven sessions on Christianity. Topics 
include salvation history, the saints, or Church teaching.

The seminars are geared for people interested in the 
Charismatic way of life, and in a deeper relationship with 
God. 

Charismatic Gifts
As an ecclesial movement, Catholic Charismatic Re-

newal calls attention to the work of the Holy Spirit, who 
gives gifts for the purpose of edifying and building up the 
Church. 

The purpose of these gifts is spelled out in the Dogmatic 

Constitution on the Church (Lumen Gentium), promulgated 
by Pope Paul VI:

“It is not only through the sacraments and the ministries 
of the Church that the Holy Spirit sanctifies and leads the 
people of God and enriches it with virtues, but, allotting 
his gifts to everyone according as He wills, He distributes 
special graces among the faithful of every rank. By these 
gifts He makes them fit and ready to undertake the various 
tasks and offices which contribute toward the renewal and 
building up of the Church, according to the words of the 
Apostle: ‘The manifestation of the Spirit is given to every-
one for profit.’ These charisms, whether they be the more 
outstanding or the more simple and widely diffused, are to 
be received with thanksgiving and consolation for they are 
perfectly suited to and useful for the needs of the Church.” 

The charismatic gifts are described in Scripture: 
“To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is 

given for some benefit. To one is given through the Spir-
it the expression of wisdom; to another the expression of 
knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith 
by the same Spirit; to another gifts of healing by the one 
Spirit; to another discernment of spirits; to another variet-
ies of tongues; to another interpretation of tongues. But one 
and the same Spirit produces all of these, distributing them 
individually to each person as he wishes” (1 Corinthians 
12:7-11).

It is common during a Charismatic Mass to see partici-
pants giving God praise by dancing, clapping or raising and 
swaying their hands to music. This type of prayer involves 
every aspect of an individual.

“We’re enthusiastic with the Spirit,” said Father Kar-
wacki, who likened their exuberance to those cheering with 
excitement at sporting events. “We’re excited for the Lord.”

It is also common to hear Charismatic Catholics utter 
foreign-sounding words or phrases during times of wor-
ship. This is called “glossolalia,” the vocalizing speech-like 
syllables that lack any readily-comprehended meaning, but 
serve as a way for Charismatics to give praise to God.

Charismatics also believe that God can give the gift of 
tongues, though the individual might not understand the 
word or phrase they are saying.

“This is the way the Holy Spirit prays through us to the 
Father,” explained Martin White, who, with his wife, Ber-
nice, is a Charismatic prayer group leader in Lancaster. 
“The Holy Spirit forms the perfect prayer for what we are 
trying to express.”

Prophecy is another gift of the Spirit, through which an 
individual speaks a message inspired by God. The words 
are used to teach, console or inspire, a sign of the Holy 
Spirit at work. 

“Charismatic Renewal is all about putting an emphasis 
on the gifts of the Spirit,” noted Bernice White. “We have 
continuous spiritual growth as we journey to obtain what 
Christ has promised us in Scripture.”

Affirming Charismatic Renewal
“When the work which the Father gave the Son to do on 

earth was accomplished, the Holy Spirit was sent on the 
day of Pentecost in order that he might continually sanctify 
the Church” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 767).

“So that she can fulfill her mission, the Holy Spirit ‘be-
stows upon [the Church] varied hierarchic and charismatic 
gifts, and in this way directs her’” (CCC, 768).

The Church – from popes to bishops – has affirmed 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal since the movement’s be-
ginnings on the heels of the Second Vatican Council.

Pope Paul VI told thousands of Charismatics gathered for 
their international conference in 1975 that “The Church and 
the world need more than ever that the miracle of Pentecost 
should continue in history.”

Blessed John Paul II was also supportive of the move-
ment, which he called “a sign of the Spirit’s action” and 
a “very important component in the total renewal of the 
Church.”

The United States Bishops have also affirmed Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal in several statements over the past 
five decades. On the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the 
movement in 1997, the U.S. Bishops’ Ad Hoc Committee 
on the Catholic Charismatic Renewal affirmed those in-
volved in it, and encouraged them “in their efforts to renew 
the life of the Church.”

“Thus, we can say again, with great thanksgiving and en-
thusiasm, that in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal and in 
the grace of baptism in the Holy Spirit we see God’s out-
pouring of a new Pentecost,” their statement said.

Pope Francis has called Catholic Charismatic Renewal a 
“service to the Church herself.”

“The movements are necessary, the movements are a 
grace of the Spirit,” he said of the ecclesial associations 
that broaden the horizons of the New Evangelization. “Ev-
eryone seeks his own movement, according to his own 
charism, where the Holy Spirit draws him or her.”

The New Evangelization is about deepening one’s rela-
tionship with God. Charismatic Renewal is just one path-
way to realize this. The Church encourages individuals to 
find their own.

(Additional information on Catholic Charismatic Re-
newal in the Diocese of Harrisburg can be found online 
at www.hbgdiocese.org. Click on the “About Us” link, and 
then select “Catholic Organizations.” You can also find in-
formation about the movement and weekly prayer groups 
by contacting Father Francis Karwacki, Diocesan Liaison 
for Catholic Charismatic Renewal, at 570-339-1031.)

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Joanne McDermott raises her hands in praise to God 
during the Diocesan Charismatic Day of Renewal 
held last fall.

During Mass celebrated at the Diocesan Charismatic Day of Renewal, participants give praise to God.
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By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

Women should play a 
greater role in society and 
the church without sacrificing 
their essential attention and 
contribution to their families, 
Pope Francis said.

Women's distinctive skill 
sets and sensibilities make 
them invaluable not only for 
building "peace and harmony" 
in families, but for all of hu-
manity, too, he said.

The pope made his remarks 
during an audience at the Vati-
can Jan. 25 with women tak-
ing part in a national congress 
hosted by the Italian Wom-
en's Center (Centro Italiano 
Femminile), a Catholic wom-
en's association promoting 
greater democracy, solidarity, 
human rights and human dig-
nity.

In his speech, Pope Fran-
cis said, "I strongly wish that 
(opportunities and responsi-
bilities) may open themselves 
up further to the presence and 
participation of women, both 
in the church as well as in 
society and the professional 
sphere," including a greater 
role in decision making, he 
said.

However, the pope also said 
that he hoped such new op-
portunities and responsibil-
ity would not mean forget-
ting "the irreplaceable role of 
women in the family."

The "finesse, particular sen-
sitivity and tenderness" wom-
en possess "represent a genu-
ine strength not only for the 
life of families, for creating an 
atmosphere of peace and har-

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

The divisions that exist among Christians are a 
source of pain and scandal, and damage the cred-
ibility and work of spreading the Gospel, Pope 
Francis said.

"Chris's name creates communion and unity, not 
division. He came to create communion among us, 
not to divide us!" the pope said during his general 
audience address January 22 in St. Peter's Square.

The pope's audience took place during the annual 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Jan. 18-25. A 
group of Christians from different communities in 
Canada chose the theme for the 2014 observance 
-- "Has Christ been divided?"

The pope dedicated his catechesis to the week of 
prayer's theme, taken from St. Paul's First Letter to 
the Corinthians.

As St. Paul reproached the Corinthians for their 

divisions and rivalries, he asked them, "Is Christ 
divided?" the pope said.

"Christ has certainly not been divided. But we 
have to recognize with sincerity and with sorrow 
that our communities continue to live divisions that 
are a scandal," the pope said.

"Divisions among Christians are a scandal. There 
is no other word for it. A scandal!" he said to ap-
plause.

Christians have two important elements in com-
mon: baptism and the cross, he said.

However, divisions among Christian communi-
ties "weaken the credibility and the effectiveness 
of our efforts to evangelize, and they risk empting 
the cross of its power" and meaning, he said.

St. Paul reminds Christians to rejoice in the gifts 
God has given to other Christians, "gifts which we 
can receive from them for our enrichment," Pope 
Francis said.

"It's beautiful to recognize the grace God be-
stows upon us and, furthermore, to find in other 
Christians something which we need, something 
which we could receive as a gift from our brothers 
and sisters," he said.

Christian unity requires "much prayer, humility, 
reflection and continual conversion," he said.

After his main catechesis, the pope addressed 
Arab Christians in the square, especially those 
from Egypt, asking them to never let the faith be 
used to divide, but to join in communion with God 
and their brothers and sisters.

Let the Lord's name be proclaimed, not to shut 
people out, but "to open the heart to love which 
unites and enriches," he said. "Let's pray that the 
Lord grants unity to Christians, living differences 
as a richness; seeing the other as a brother to wel-
come with love."

Divisions Among Christians are 
 ‘A Scandal,’ Pope Says at Audience

Make More Room for Women Without 
Crowding out Family, Pope says

mony," but for the whole of 
humanity, too, he said.

"Without their approach, 
without these gifts of women, 
the human vocation cannot be 
fulfilled," he said.

But just as "a greater contri-
bution of feminine genius" is 
important in the professional 
world and public sphere, the 
same gifts "remain essential 
for the family, which for us 
Christians is not simply the 
private realm, but is the do-
mestic church whose health 
and prosperity is a condition 
for the health and prosperity of 
the church and society itself," 
he said.

The critical question for 
each woman, the pope said, is 
to discern the right balance of 
work, community and family.

"How is it possible to ex-
pand an effective presence in 
so many areas in the public 
sphere, in the world of work 
and in the places where the 
most important decisions are 
made and at the same time 
maintain a special presence in 
and preferred attention for the 
family?" he asked.

A "diligent and persistent" 
prayer life, reflection on the 
word of God and taking part in 
the sacraments are key to that 
process of discernment, the 
pope said, so that women can 
always be responding in new 
ways to the Lord's call.

Women have an irreplace-
able role within the family, he 
said, particularly in handing 
down to future generations 
"solid moral principles" and 
the Christian faith.

 CNS PHOTO/PAUL HARING
Pope Francis prays as he leads vespers at the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls in Rome Jan. 
25. With Orthodox, Anglican, Lutheran, Methodist and other Christian representatives present and 
reading some of the prayers, Pope Francis presided over the service.
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By Sue Schulzetenberg-Gully
Catholic News Service

In the midst of final preparations for the Olympics, U.S. 
women's hockey player Anne Schleper said faith definitely 
plays a role in her games.

In an interview three weeks before the opening ceremony 
of the Winter Games in Sochi, Russia, Schleper, a Catholic 
who is a native of St. Cloud, said it would be easy to idolize 
the evaluation of her coaches or a potential medal around 
her neck.

But she is humbled to remind herself that she plays to 
glorify God.

"I wouldn't be following his will if I wasn't inviting him 
to the rink also," said the 23-year-old, an alumna of Cathe-
dral High School and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School in St. 
Cloud.

"Life goes too fast to try and please another human or 
to work tirelessly for an item that will eventually perish," 
she told The Visitor, newspaper of the St. Cloud Diocese. 
"There is freedom in my life and in my play when I fix my 
eyes on Jesus and not on this world."

Schleper, who was named to the U.S. women's Olympic 
hockey team roster Jan. 1, began playing hockey at age 4 
in the pre-kindergarten program at the St. Cloud Municipal 
Athletic Complex. Today, hockey is her job, but it's one she 
loves, she said.

Preparing for the Olympics required countless hours of 
off-ice weightlifting and on-ice skill practices. She left the 
house many days at 8 a.m. and didn't return until 5 p.m. In 
addition to practicing, she needed to pay close attention to 
her nutrition, sleep habits and body maintenance.

Off the ice, Schleper participates in a Bible study with 
fellow hockey players. A graduate of the University of Min-

nesota, she was part of a Bible study group in college as 
well.

Schleper played for the hockey program at the athletic 
complex in St. Cloud until junior high when she switched 
to the St. Cloud Icebreakers, a team composed of players 
from three St. Cloud high schools.

At the University of Minnesota, she notched 28 points in 
helping the Gophers win the 2012 national championship. 
She finished the season as the school record holder in most 
career games played.

She also was a member of the 2008 United States Un-
der-22 Team and a two-time member of the U.S. Under-18 
Team, including the 2008 team that won the gold medal.

She played for Team USA in the 2011, 2012 and 2013 In-
ternational Ice Hockey Federation World Championships.

After college, she moved to the East Coast to play for the 
Boston Blades of the Canadian Women's Hockey League.

By John Mulderig
Catholic News Service

Perhaps the best moment in the fact-
based drama "Gimme Shelter" (Roadside) 
comes when its beleaguered, deeply sym-
pathetic protagonist, played by Vanessa 
Hudgens, wonderingly recites a passage 
from the Book of Psalms that tells of God's 
promises to those who trust in him.

It's a moving scene precisely because 
such faith-based optimism seems so far 
removed from all that Hudgens' character, 
teenager Agnes "Apple" Bailey, has previ-
ously endured.

Long neglected by her drug-addicted, 
emotionally unstable mother, June (Rosario 
Dawson), Apple is also a veteran of numer-
ous foster homes -- in one of which, we 
eventually learn, she was sexually abused 
by the father of the family to which she had 
been entrusted.

As the film begins, Apple has understand-
ably had enough of June's manipulative 
ways. So she flees the inner city, and seeks 
out her estranged, wealthy father, Tom Fitz-
patrick (Brendan Fraser), the owner of a 
luxurious mansion in an upscale New Jer-
sey suburb.

Though taken aback by Apple's arrival -- 
he comes home to find the scruffy runaway 
being carted off by the police, who've mis-
taken her for a thief -- Tom is at least tenta-
tively willing to do his part for the girl. Ap-
ple gets a colder reception from Tom's wife, 
Joanna (Stephanie Szostak), who's intent 
on pursuing her ultra-respectable lifestyle 
undisturbed. (Tom and Joanna's two young 
kids look as though they've just stepped out 
of a Brooks Brothers catalog.)

Joanna's attitude grows even chillier 
when a bout of morning sickness tips all 
concerned off to the fact that Apple is preg-
nant. Both Joanna and Tom pressure Apple 
to have an abortion. But she insists on keep-

Gimme Shelter

ing her child, even if it means losing the se-
curity of her newfound refuge.

Back on the streets, Apple has an alter-
cation with a predatory passerby that ends 
with her stealing -- and crashing -- the low-
life's car. This turns out to be a positive de-
velopment because it brings her into contact 
with kindly hospital chaplain Father Frank 
McCarthy (James Earl Jones).

Father Frank is, of course, wholeheart-

edly supportive of Apple's determination to 
preserve the life of her baby. He offers her 
the opportunity to take up residence with 
his redoubtable friend, Kathy (Ann Dowd), 
the founder of a home for expectant ado-
lescents.

Modeled on Kathy DiFiore, who estab-
lished just such a ministry -- called Several 
Sources Shelters -- in 1981, Dowd's charac-
ter is gentle but firm, both with her charges 

and with any outsider who might threaten 
their welfare. Down-to-earth practicality, 
tough love and a belief in the need for struc-
ture characterize her approach.

Chaffing under such discipline, Apple 
finds herself tempted to escape it. But 
she simultaneously discovers a winning 
new aspect of life through her burgeoning 
friendship with the other moms-to-be.

A strong pro-life message obviously 
undergirds writer-director Ron Krauss' in-
termittently touching movie, which is also 
genuinely feminist, as witness the camara-
derie cited above. And Hudgens' passionate 
performance provides the project with an-
other important asset.

Yet, perhaps because fidelity to the facts 
has been prioritized over dramatic struc-
ture, the story unfolds at a deliberate pace 
that may be too leisurely for some viewers. 
Others may sense something approaching a 
documentary tone in this unhurried timing 
and the absence of artificial plot turns.

Whichever stance individual moviegoers 
may take toward Krauss' fictionalized ac-
count, the lifesaving reality standing behind 
it is worthy of universal support and cel-
ebration. The educational value and moral 
impact to be derived from the screen por-
trayal of this real-life work, moreover, al-
low for cautious endorsement of it for older 
teens, despite the elements listed below.

The film contains mature themes, includ-
ing molestation, out-of-wedlock pregnancy 
and substance abuse, a scene of disturb-
ing, though not gory, violence, at least one 
rough term and a handful of crass expres-
sions. The Catholic News Service classifi-
cation is A-III -- adults. The Motion Picture 
Association of America rating is PG-13 -- 
parents strongly cautioned. Some material 
may be inappropriate for children under 13.

Minnesota Hockey Olympian  
Connects Faith and Competition

CNS PHOTO/ROADSIDE ATTRACTIONS
Kathy DiFiore, on whom the movie “Gimme Shelter” is based, poses with stars 
of the movie James Earl Jones, Vanessa Hudgens and director-writer Ronald 
Krauss. The movie tells the powerful story of a teenager faced with desperate 
choices when she finds herself pregnant and homeless in New Jersey and how 
meeting people who cared changes her.

 CNS PHOTO/BRACE HEMMELGARN, USA TODAY SPORTS VIA REUTERS
Anne Schleper, right, fights for the puck during an exhibition hockey game in late De-
cember 2013 at Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul, Minn. Schleper, a native of St. Cloud, 
Minn., and alumna of Cathedral High School and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School in 
St. Cloud, was named to the U.S. women’s Olympic hockey team roster Jan. 1.

 CNS PHOTO/TOM SZCZERBOWSKI, USA TODAY SPORTS VIA REUTERS
Anne Schleper, center, celebrates with teammates after a goal in an exhibition 
hockey game in late December 2013 at Air Canada Center in Toronto.
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Catholic News Service

A line in Pope Francis’ first World Day of Communications’ message re-
vived the question of how Christians are called to both search for truth in 
others and proclaim the truth in Jesus Christ.

“Engaging in dialogue does not mean renouncing our own ideas and tradi-
tions, but the claim that they alone are valid or absolute,” the pope wrote.

What is being called into question is not the fullness and absolute truth 
of Christ, but rather the individual’s personal ways of trying to express and 
live out that truth, said Archbishop Claudio Celli, president of the Pontifical 
Council for Social Communications, which released the message Jan. 23.

“The thing to understand is that it’s not the faith, the Gospel that is relativ-
ized, but how I live the Gospel and how I live that faith,” he told reporters.

Rather than “a relativism” of the faith, he said the pope is continuing his 
predecessors’ calls for the church to actively engage with a multicultural and 
multireligious world.

A major aspect of the three-and-a-half-page papal message about commu-
nication needing a new “culture of encounter” was the importance of genuine 
dialogue in a world where people continue to suffer divisions, poverty, ne-
glect and isolation. The pope asks: How is it that such problems persist in a 
world that is being made ever more interdependent, small and connected by 
so many low-cost, high-speed, high-tech tools?

No matter the technology, genuine dialogue is still the answer, his message 
said. And genuine dialogue, the pope explained, requires seeking others out 
with love and mercy, sincerely listening to them and believing they may have 
some goodness and truth to bring to the world.

“The walls which divide us can be broken down only if we are prepared to 
listen and learn from one another,” the papal message said.

Communication -- itself a process of give and take that must be carried out 
with patience, love and mercy -- is what brings people together, builds trust 
and understanding, the pope said.

“To dialogue means to believe the ‘other’ has something worthwhile to say, 
and to entertain his or her point of view and perspective,” he said.

Dialogue involves expressing one’s ideas and traditions with sincerity, clar-
ity and transparency, while avoiding the presumption and claim that one’s 
own ideas are absolute and the only valid ones out there, Archbishop Celli 
told reporters during a briefing.

Dialogue, the archbishop said, demands a deep awareness of and a “pastoral 
sensitivity” to others’ ideas, concerns, questions and beliefs, and it requires 
“being convinced the other has something good to say, and to make room for 
their point of view and proposals.”

Such an approach is “in harmony with the entire teaching of the church,” 
he said.

While the Catholic Church is convinced that the Holy Spirit works in a full 
and particular way within the church, it recognizes that the Spirit is at work 
in every human person.

While the declaration “Dominus Iesus” (“Jesus is Lord”), a 2000 docu-
ment of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, said Christ and the 
church are necessary for salvation, the congregation’s head -- the future Pope 
Benedict XVI -- said the church teaches that good things can exist in other 
religions.

“One cannot close one’s eyes to the errors and illusions that are also pres-
ent” in other religions, the future pope wrote later in an article in the Vatican 
newspaper. But he wrote that he was saddened and disappointed people had 
misunderstood the true theme of the document, which was an invitation to 
Christians to strengthen their faith and not a critique of other religions.

As pope, Benedict reaffirmed the Second Vatican Council’s call that the 
church must enter into dialogue with the world.

Speaking to artists and people from the world of culture in Lisbon in May 
2010, he said “people need not only to accept the existence of the culture of 
others, but also to aspire to be enriched by it and to offer to it whatever they 
possess that is good, true and beautiful.”

Msgr. Paul Tighe, secretary of the social communications council, told 
Catholic News Service that his 15 years of experience teaching young people 
about the Catholic faith showed him what role listening and learning play in 
bringing the truth to others.

“I began with my own very clear way of teaching the church’s teaching,” he 
said, but listening to and reflecting on the kids’ questions and misunderstand-
ings led him to look for and express that truth in ways that better responded 
to their concerns.

“I’m never going to renounce the truth and my understanding that Christ is 
the one who answers the search for meaning that is at the core of every human 
person,” he said. “(But) how can I best express that? Or how do I make that 
pertinent to the particular dilemmas of the person’s life?

“I’m going to be absolutely clear that Christ is the answer,” the monsignor 
said, “but I realize my ways of expressing that may be limited,” and “may 
sometimes fall short of the fullness of the Gospel.”

Listening and respecting others in dialogue has “forced me to go deeper and 
find a richer truth within my own tradition” and re-express the truth in new 
ways, he said, which is what Pope Francis is proposing.

The names of the following de-
ceased persons have been submitted 
by their parishes:

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: 
David Fry, Geraldine R. Klein.

CARLISLE – St. Patrick: Richard 
A. Neiderer.

CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus 
Christi: Stephanie Allen, James  
Golden, Sharon Hawbaker, Mike 
Kaiser, Sr.

COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady 
of Hope: John Benner, Barb A. 
Heitzman, Florence Janaskie, Mary 
Marut, Joseph J. Zorett.

COLUMBIA – Holy Trinity: 
George Shoff, John H. Weisser, Sr.

CONEWAGO – Sacred Heart of 
Jesus: Helena Moore, Robert E. Smith.

DALLASTOWN – St. Joseph:  
Francesca Cioffi, Gladys I. Meneely.

DANVILLE – St. Joseph: Helen 
Drugan.

HANOVER – St. Vincent de Paul: 
Jean Staub.

HARRISBURG – St. Catherine 
Labouré: Michael Feaster, Frank  
Intieri, Vito Malfara; St. Francis of  
Assisi: Mark Early, Luis Santiago, 
Robert Sewell; St. Margaret Mary: 
Lucille Williams.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: 
Alexander Camasta, Alba DeAngelis, 
John Ferraro, Raymonde Heacock, 
Wanda Morris, John Rakosky, Joseph 
Spinner, Vivian Tragaser, Elizabeth 
Trigilio.

LANCASTER – Assumption BVM: 
Timothy Lichty.

LEWISTOWN – Sacred Heart of 
Jesus:  John Cunningham, Virginia 
Lenahan. 

MANHEIM – St. Richard: Concetta 
Saporito.

MECHANICSBURG – St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton: George Easton, 
Bernard Grundusky, Barbara Sheeron, 
Lois Sharkey; St. Joseph: Thomas 
Cave, Stacia Dlugolecki.

MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows 
BVM: Virginia Filbey, Nancy Pilsitz.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine 
Redeemer: Peter Fobia, Sheila Y.  
Klassen, Francis V. Kwiatkowski.

NEW CUMBERLAND – St. 
Theresa: Otto Binker, Gabriel Conte, 
Madeline Dolsky, Howard Fisher, 
Frances Grabusnik.

NEW FREEDOM – St. John the 
Baptist: Gwendolyn K. DeMoss,  
Marie Harmic, Barbara A. Kosko,  
Marie J. Mesnard, William Safford.

NEW OXFORD – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Ed Klunk.

PALMYRA – Holy Spirit: George 
Sapko.

SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini:  
Nicholas Amato, Edward Andrew, 
Mary Bird, Casimir Depka, Miranda 
Dobson, Mary Eglanski, John  
Kozlowski, Francis Purcell, David 
Taylor, John C. Witkowski, Mary 
Zebrowski.

SUNBURY – St. Monica: Dorothy 
A. Bennick, Joseph Rutkowski.

WAYNESBORO – St. Andrew: 
Claire Harris.

YORK – Immaculate Conception 
BVM: Grace Grim, Beatrice  
Shellenberger; St. Patrick: James  
Huddleston, Marie G. Kenna, Paul B.  
Lynes, Frank G. Rizzuto, Dr.  
William C. Yohe; St. Rose of Lima: 
Iline Noella Glatfelter.

Cardinal defends publication  
of Blessed John Paul’s private notebooks

 The former personal secretary of Blessed Pope John Paul II has approved 
the publication of the late pontiff’s private notebooks, despite a request in his 
will that they should be burned. “In writing his will, the Holy Father knew he 
was entrusting these notebooks to someone who would treat them responsi-
bly,” said Cardinal Stanislaw Dziwisz of Krakow, who not only served as the 
pope’s personal secretary throughout his almost 27-year pontificate, but was 
his secretary in Krakow, had been a student of then-Father Karol Wojtyla in 
the seminary and was ordained to the priesthood by him in 1963. “I had no 
doubt these were such important items, testifying to the spirituality of a great 
pope, that it would be a crime to destroy them,” Cardinal Dziwisz told a Jan. 
22 news conference in the southern Polish city to announce the release of the 
notebooks by the local Znak publishing house. However, the planned Feb. 5 
publication of the notebooks has been widely criticized in Poland as an act of 
disloyalty toward the late pope, who said in his will, published at his death 
in April 2005, that he counted on his secretary to ensure his wishes were ob-
served after his “years of cooperation and help, full of understanding.”

Relic of Blessed  
John Paul II reported stolen

Thieves reportedly stole a relic of Blessed John Paul II from a country 
chapel 85 miles east of Rome. Italian media reported Jan. 27 that the relic, a 
piece of fabric soaked in Blessed John Paul’s blood, had disappeared over the 
preceding weekend from the church of San Pietro della Ienca. The church is 
located near the city of L’Aquila, in the mountainous Abruzzo region where 
the late pope frequently went on brief vacations. One of the volunteers who 
takes care of the church, where Blessed John Paul often prayed, discovered 
that intruders sawed through bars over the one of the windows and made off 
with the relic as well as a cross. The local “carabinieri” military police were 
reportedly searching the surrounding woods with dogs, in case the thieves 
had discarded the relic there.

Pope revives question of balancing  
dialogue, duty to proclaim Christ



JANUARY 31, 2014, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS - 15 

                       Compiled by Jen Reed
Spiritual Offerings

A public Rosary rally to pray for America and for the 
world is held every third Saturday of the month on the square in 
New Oxford at noon. The next date is Feb. 15.

Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey 
will be held Feb. 5 at 7 p.m. Come and experience the power of 
praise & worship music and Eucharistic Adoration. A reception 
will be held immediately following the Caelorum in the Cafeteria. 
For more information, call 717-583-0240.

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Enola will host a 
Parish Mission Feb. 9-11 at 7 p.m. each evening. The presenter 
is Rev. Blaise Czaja, a Passionist priest from Sacramento, Calif. 
His full-time ministry is preaching parish missions. The theme is 
“Let Go! Let God!” There is no cost to attend. On the last night, 
a donation basket will be available for a free-will offering. Light 
refreshments will be served the last evening. For information, 
contact Bill Benning at 717-732-4919 or 717-571-8808.

Mass in the Croatian language will be celebrated 
Feb. 16 at 12:30 p.m. in the Prince of Peace--Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Church, Steelton.

St. John Neumann Parish in Lancaster will host 
a four-day retreat Feb. 24-27, led by “on the go” Gospel friar 
Father Simeon Gallagher. Entitled “Losing and Rediscovering 
God,” Father Gallagher’s message is for everyone, church-
going or not, who has a holy longing that searches and seeks 
a larger reality beyond self. The program is available mornings 
from 9:45-10:45 a.m. in the SJN Social Hall with continental 
breakfast, and evenings from 7-8:30 p.m. in the Church with 
a Closing Reception on Thursday. There is no charge for the 
retreat, although a free-will offering will be taken with proceeds 
benefiting the work of the Capuchin Order. 

La Santa Messa per San Giuseppe – Italian 
Mass for the Feast of St. Joseph – will be celebrated 
at Holy Name of Jesus Church in Harrisburg March 23 at 2:30 
p.m. by Father Joshua Brommer. The Italian Apostolate Ministry 
Committee will provide a reception after Mass in the social hall. 
Through the generosity of the Collura, Manzella, and Rizzotto 
families, we will have a traditional St. Joseph Altar created in 
the social hall. This altar will be blessed and the food will then 
be donated. For more information, contact Mariella Amato at 
717-278-9420 or Maria DiSanto at 717-554-5698 or disanto1@
comcast.net.

Education, Enrichment & Support
Holy Spirit Health System’s support group for those 

who suffer from atrial fibrillation (A-Fib) will be held in February. 
A-Fib is a heart condition that affects more than three million 
Americans. Join Safwat Gassis, MD, FACC, and Stacey Solo-
mon, RN-BC, from Holy Spirit’s Atrial Fibrillation Center, Feb. 4 
for a discussion about “Atrial Fibrillation and Atrial Flutter-Heart 
Rhythms: What You Should Know.” Attendees will learn why it’s 
important to treat atrial-flutter; what these common heart rhythm 
problems can cause; and available treatment options. Two 
sessions will be offered: from 2-3:30 p.m. and from 6-7:30 p.m., 
in Holy Spirit Hospital’s Auditorium C&D. Seating is limited. Call 
724-6306 to reserve your seat. Light refreshments will be 
provided. 

West Shore Parish Young Adults will have their 
next gathering Feb. 4 at 7 p.m. at St. Theresa Church in New 
Cumberland, for a Gospel reflection. The group is for young 
adults between high school and 30-something who gather at 
various Catholic parishes in the Mechanicsburg/Camp Hill/New 
Cumberland area for faith and community-building experiences. 
For information, visit www.facebook.com/groups/westshorepar-
ishyoungadults.

Theology on Tap, Tri-County (Adams, Franklin, and 
lower Cumberland County) will have its next session Feb. 4 
at the University Grille in Shippensburg. Father Dan Richards, 
2013 graduate of Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, 
Md., and parochial vicar at St. Leo The Great Parish in Rohrer-
stown, will speak on “Holiness, For Christ’s Sake!” The presen-
tation will begin at 7:30 p.m., followed by a brief Q&A session. 
For information, e-mail tricountytot@gmail.com.

The Resurrection of Jesus: Did it really hap-
pen? Dr. Steven Smith, Professor of Sacred Scripture at 
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary, will help us to answer this crucial 
question as we begin to prepare for Lent and Easter. The 
presentation will be held at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church in 
Mechanicsburg Feb. 5 at 7 p.m. The presentation will look at 
“skeptical alternatives” and see how the account of Jesus’ Res-
urrection in biblical Christianity stacks up historically. Dr. Smith 
is an acclaimed author and speaker, recently appearing on The 
Journey Home on EWTN. 

Holy Spirit Health System is offering free CPR 
classes Feb. 8. American Heart Association-trained instructors 
will be teaching these classes in Holy Spirit Hospital’s audito-
rium. These courses will teach participants the skills needed to 
successfully resuscitate the victim of cardiopulmonary arrest 
and to relieve a foreign body airway obstruction. Participants will 
learn the signs of a stroke, heart attack, cardiopulmonary arrest, 
and airway obstruction, and how to correctly use an automated 
external defibrillator (AED) for adults and children. “BLS for 

Healthcare Providers” will be offered from 8 a.m.-2 p.m.  This 
course is designed for healthcare providers. The “Heartsaver 
AED” class will be offered to community members. This course 
is intended to teach the lay rescuer. Participants may elect to 
learn adult and child CPR and/or infant CPR. This class begins 
at 9 a.m. After successfully completing the course, each partici-
pant will receive a course completion card. To register for these 
free classes, call 717-972-4262.  

Holy Spirit Hospital’s Faith-Based Nursing 
Ministry will present a free networking lunch and learn 
program about parish nursing and health ministry in Febru-
ary. This program is designed for nurses and laypersons who 
are interested in starting or expanding an existing health and 
wellness program in their congregation. The program will be 
held Feb. 12 from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. in the 4 West Conference 
Room at Holy Spirit Hospital. Attendees may bring their lunch 
and network with others. The program on parish nursing and 
health ministry will begin at noon. Program attendees can earn 
one nursing education credit. To register, or for more informa-
tion, call Maureen Asper, RN, Coordinator of Faith-Based Nurs-
ing Ministry at Holy Spirit Hospital, at 717-763-3048.

Immaculate Conception BVM Parish in Ber-
wick is launching its Year of Evangelization program with 
Father Robert Barron’s new DVD series, “Catholicism: The 
New Evangelization,” at 6:30 p.m. on Feb. 13 in the church.  
The parish will present one video session each month: Feb. 
13, March 13, April 3, May 15, June 19 and July 17. All our 
welcome, please join us for fellowship immediately following 
the presentation in the Parish Center. “Catholicism: The New 
Evangelization” is the second installment of Word On Fire’s 
new documentary and multimedia formation program written 
and hosted by Father Robert Barron. “Catholicism: The New 
Evangelization” demonstrates how to put faith into action in 
today’s increasingly secular world. It examines the factors that 
have created our culture, and outlines specific action steps 
Catholics can take to share the faith with others. 

A Lenten iconography workshop will be led by 
Jody Cole at St. Paul the Apostle Parish in Annville March 7 & 
8 and March 14 & 15, Friday from 6-9 p.m. and Saturday from 
9-5 p.m. The icon is Christ the Bridegroom. Contact Jeanne at 
717-867-5492 or jarittle@comcast.net to sign up. A $50 deposit 
is required. Seating limited.

Retreats & Pilgrimages
Court Queen of Peace #1023, Catholic Daugh-

ters of the Americas is hosting a trip May 18 with 
transportation to the National Centre for Padre Pio.The trip 
also includes a continental breakfast on the bus, Mass at Most 
Blessed Sacrament Church in Barto, Pa., a catered lunch 
and a tour of the National Centre for Padre Pio. We will leave 
at 8:30 a.m. and return by 6 p.m. Monies will be due by April 
18. Cost is $45 per person and includes breakfast, lunch and 
afternoon snack and a donation to the Padre Pio Center. If you 
are interested in going, or have questions, call 717-203-3441.

Travel with Father Marcoe of Christ the King 
Church, Benton, on a pilgrimage to Fatima and 
Lourdes with Proximo Travel. Paris, Lourdes, 
Lisieux, Fatima, Shrine of Montserrat, Barcelona, 
May 23-June 4, 2015. Cost is $4,499, airfare and 
all-included. Find more information at www.proxi-
motravel.com, or contact Father Marcoe for more 
details at 570-784-3123.

Events & Fund-Raisers
Lancaster Catholic High School Fine and 

Performing Arts Department will host a concert, “The 
Beethoven Sonata Cycle,” Jan. 31 at 7:30 p.m. The perfor-
mance will feature Dr. Michael Jamanis on violin and Frances 
Veri on piano.

Sacred Heart School in Hanover is accepting regis-
trations for the 2014-2015 school year Kindergarten class and 
new students. If you are interested in registering your son or 
daughter for Sacred Heart of Jesus School, contact the school 
office to receive your registration packet at 717- 632-8715 or 
cnoel@shspa.org. Kindergarten and new student registration 
and open house are Feb. 2 from 8:30 - 11:30 a.m.  

Family Fun Day at Friendly’s to benefit Leba-
non Catholic School. Enjoy breakfast, lunch or dinner 
at Friendly’s Restaurant in Lebanon on Feb. 6, and Friendly’s 
will donate 20 percent of the day’s sales to Lebanon Catholic 
School.  A preprinted voucher needs to be presented to your 
server. Vouchers can be downloaded at www.lebanoncatholic-
school.org, or call the Office of Advancement at 717-273-3731, 
ext. 327. 

    The Saint Genesius Players of Trinity High 
School in Camp Hill proudly present “The Wizard of Oz” 
Feb. 6, 7 and 8 at 7:30 p.m., and Feb. 9 at 2 p.m. Tickets are 
$7 for students/children, $12 for adults, and $17 for reserved. 
Tickets on sale in the school’s Activity Office. The 2nd Annual 
Michele’s Café: Come enjoy a themed meal and drinks before 
the show on Feb. 8. Meal begins at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $25 
and include meal, drink and reserved seat. 

The Council of Catholic Women of Holy Name 
of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg will hold their Friendship 
Breakfast Feb. 8 from 9-11 a.m. in the social hall. To reserve a 
spot, call Susan at 717-657-1977 or Margaret at 717-545-6188 
for details. The Holy Name of Jesus CCW will have a Mass for 
deceased members Feb. 1 at 5 p.m. A rosary will be prayed 
before the Mass. 

St. Margaret Mary School in Harrisburg will 
host “Paint the Town Red,” an evening of dinner, dancing and 
auctions, Feb. 8. “Smooth Like Clyde” will provide music and 
entertainment. Tickets are $75 per person for full dinner and 
dancing, or $35 per person with light refreshments. Proceeds 
will help support and enhance the fine arts and technology 
programs at the school. For tickets, call 717-232-3771, ext. 
116.

Divine Redeemer Parish in Mount Carmel will 
hold a “Theme Basket Bingo” Feb. 9 in Divine Mercy Hall. 
Doors open at 1 p.m., bingo starts at 2 p.m. Food will be avail-
able for sale. Entrance Fee is $20. For tickets, call 570-373-
5936 or 570-205-8751.

Immaculate Conception BVM School in New 
Oxford proudly presents the Harlem Wizards on Feb. 12 at 
the New Oxford High School gymnasium. The doors open at 6 
p.m. and the game begins at 7 p.m. Tickets cost $10 for adults 
and $8 for students in advance; all tickets are $12 at the door. 
Tickets are available now by calling ICS at 717-624-2061 or 
Katie O’Brien at 717-801-8157. Come watch our local celebri-
ties take on the Wizards.

A Catholic Singles Valentine’s Day Party will be 
held Feb. 14 from 6:30-9:30 p.m. in St. Hubert Hall at St. Jo-
seph Parish in Danville. Come join other Catholic singles ages 
30-59 to celebrate the love and friendship of St. Valentine’s 
Day. The party is potluck, so bring a favorite treat to share. A 
meat tray and rolls will be provided by Catholic Singles Minis-
try. Games, music, fun, food and fellowship. Contact Shelly at 
570-441-2209 for more information.

In conjunction with the 150th anniversary of 
the founding of St. Joseph Parish in Hanover, 
A Vintage Valentine Dinner and Auction will be held Feb. 15 
at the Monsignor Gribbin Parish Center. Doors will open at 6 
p.m., with the gala’s silent auction. The live auction for prints 
of the unique Stations of the Cross by Lorenzo Scattaglia and 
Christina Huertas’ painting of the original Baltimore Street 
church will begin at 8:30 p.m. Dinner, catered by the Altland 
House, will be served at 7 p.m. Cash bar will be open through-
out the evening until 10 p.m. Tickets are $40 per person and 
can be purchased at the parish office or by calling 717-637-
5236.

A showing of the movie “Mary of Nazareth” – 
Immaculate Conception BVM Parish in Fairfield and St. Rita 
Parish in Blue Ridge Summit have scheduled a third screen-
ing of “Mary of Nazareth,” the epic new motion picture from 
Ignatius Press on the life of Mary, Mother of Christ, from her 
childhood through the Resurrection of Jesus. The showing 
will be at the Gateway Theater in Gettysburg at 2 p.m. on 
Feb. 16. Tickets are $10 and must be purchased in advance. 
Call Jan Ferguson at 717-642-9429 or e-mail marynazinget-
tysbrg238@gmail.com for further information.

A spaghetti dinner will take place Feb. 16 from 3-6 
p.m. at Immaculate Conception BVM Parish in Fairfield. 
Tickets will be sold at the door. Dinners cost $7 for adults, $4 
for children 6-12. For information, call 717-642-8815.

St. Aloysius Parish will hold a Coach & Cash 
Bingo featuring 100% authentic Coach purses Feb. 16 
(inclement weather makeup date isFeb. 23) at St. Aloysius 
Parish Hall in Littlestown. Doors open at 12:30 p.m., Bingo 
starts at 1:30 p.m. Tickets are $20 in advance and $25 at the 
door. Must have an admission ticket to enter and play. Door 
prizes, raffles and food available for purchase. For tickets, call 
the rectory at 717-359-4513 during office hours or send check 
to: 29 S. Queen Street, Littlestown, PA 17340 and we will mail 
ticket to you.

St. Philip’s Preschool in Millersville is hosting an 
American Girl Bingo on Feb. 28. Girls and their grown-ups are 
invited for an evening of bingo, raffles, food and prizes. Doors 
open at 5 p.m., and there will be a special Early Bird game at 
6:15 for the 2014 Doll of the Year, Isabelle. Regular games 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $18 in advance, $20 at the 
door, and $10 for children when accompanied by a paying 
adult. The event will be held in St. Philip the Apostle’s gym. 
Call 717-842-2007 for advance tickets or more information.

Trinity High School Class of 1974 will hold its 
40th reunion on March 15 at Trinity. Contact Mary Balaban 
at mmbalaban@verizon.net or 717-731-9819 for details. 

A gala to benefit Harrisburg Catholic Elemen-
tary School, “Celebrating the Irish in All of Us,” will be held 
March 15 from 6 p.m.-midnight at the West Shore Country 
Club. The gala features The Steve Rudolph Quintet featur-
ing Cathy Chemi along with the McGinley Irish Dancers and 
a Bagpipe Serenade. Dinner includes a choice of Premium 
Filet Mignon, Homemade Broiled Jumbo Lump Crab Cake, or 
Smoked Mozzarella & Asparagus Ravioli. Silent and live auc-
tions will tempt those looking for unique items. Come support 
the only inner city Catholic school in Harrisburg. Contact the 
school at 717-232-9600 or 717-234-3797 for more informa-
tion. 

A scholarship application workshop will be 
offered at Lebanon Catholic School from 6-7 p.m. March 
19 to guide families in filling out time-sensitive Neumann 
Foundation Scholarship applications for financial aid. Bilingual 
assistance will be provided for families with questions on the 
scholarship application forms. Register by calling 717-273-
3731, ext. 327. There is no cost to attend.
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A pro-European Union protester throws an object during clashes with Ukrainian riot police in Kiev, Ukraine, Jan. 19. Ukrainian Catholic Church leaders appealed 
for calm as violent protests escalated after a government crackdown. CNS photo/Valentyn Ogir enko, Reuters

The winter of 2013/2014 has been one to remem-
ber in most of the United States for several polar 
plunges that have pushed frigid air deeper south 
than has been experienced since 1994. It’s once in a 
generation cold and while January 2014 will rank as 
one of the top-ten coldest months (8 degrees below 

normal) on record in Harrisburg, it has not been that 
historic if you look at the numbers. Only one record 
low has been set (records date back 140 years) and 
we have actually had below normal snowfall (nor-
mal is 35 inches per winter season). 

But for those who are weary of the cold, February 

2 marks the midway point of astronomical winter 
and from this point until March 1, the Harrisburg 
area gains more than 68 minutes of light to the day 
and adds six degrees to the normal temperatures in 
only a 27 day period – average high by March 17 
is 51. 
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