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A crucifix is displayed in Barangay Cabarasan Guti, a community in Tanauan, Philippines, Feb. 6. The community was hit 
by Typhoon Haiyan in November. 

By Dennis Sadowski
Catholic News Service

An emotional Cardinal Luis Tagle of 
Manila welcomed U.S. Catholic lead-
ers reviewing Typhoon Haiyan recov-
ery efforts in the Philippines, saying 
that the work to rebuild devastated 
communities can show the world a 
Church united in the service of people 
in need.

With tears welling up as he described 
the utter destruction he saw during a 
visit to Tacloban soon after the Nov. 
8 typhoon swept in from the sea with 
195-mile-an-hour winds and a tsuna-
mi-like storm surge, Cardinal Tagle 
reminded the international delegation 
Feb. 3 that storm survivors can teach 
visitors about the importance of perse-
verance and maintaining faith in God.

“I don’t know how we could make 
the whole world realize how much we 
could help. For a few days [during my 
visit] we knew it was possible for hu-
mankind to be together, to be one, to 
feel for one another and to transcend 
the barriers, all the baggage, the history 
that religion, that politics, the financial 
economy has imposed on everyone,” 
Cardinal Tagle said in a meeting at the 
offices of the Catholic Bishops’ Con-

Philippine Cardinal: Typhoon Haiyan  
Recovery Can Show World a United Church

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

The Vatican said it would continue to adhere to the Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child and give an attentive response 
to the U.N. committee monitoring adherence to the treaty, de-
spite what it views as unfair criticism and suggestions from 
the committee that would violate Church teaching.

The Vatican will follow the procedures foreseen by the trea-
ty “with openness to criticisms that are justified, but it will 
do so with courage and determination, without timidity,” said 
Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, the Vatican spokesman.

Father Lombardi issued a statement Feb. 7, two days after 
the U.N. Committee on the Rights of the Child insisted the 
Vatican was not doing enough to prevent clerical sexual abuse 
of children and even suggested that, for the good of children, 
the Catholic Church change its teaching on abortion, contra-
ception and homosexuality.

Committee members went “beyond their competence and 
interfered in the doctrinal and moral positions of the Catho-
lic Church,” the spokesman said, adding that the committee’s 
suggestions reveal an “ideological vision of sexuality.”

‘Unjust’ Criticism 
from U.N. Won’t 

Force Vatican  
to Drop Treaty

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Father Joseph C. Hilbert was laid 
to rest Feb. 7 from St. Joseph Par-
ish in Lancaster, where the roots of 
his service as a priest for 62 years 
first took hold.

He grew up there, on Cabbage 
Hill, and lived just a stone’s throw 
from his beloved St. Joseph Par-
ish. And he returned there 12 years 
ago, to live out his retirement at the 
place he called home.

“His life was St. Joseph’s,” Msgr. 
Thomas Smith, pastor, told The Catholic Wit-
ness as mourners gathered in the historic Ger-
man church for the funeral Mass on Feb. 8. “Af-
ter being such a wonderful pastor and servant 
in all of his ministries, coming back here was 
coming home.”

When Father Hilbert retired from active min-
istry in 2002, he asked Msgr. Smith if there was 
a room for him at the rectory there. The pastor 
– and indeed the parishioners – was more than 
happy to welcome him. 

“He has been like a brother to me in these 12 
years that he’s lived here,” Msgr. Smith said. “I 
haven’t had a loss like this in quite some time. 

It’s been awhile since I’ve cried so 
many tears.”

Father Hilbert died Feb. 4 at St. 
Anne’s Retirement Community in 
Columbia. He was 86. A Mass of 
Transferral was celebrated Feb. 7 
by Father Philip Burger, Diocesan 
Secretary for Clergy and Conse-
crated Life. The funeral Mass the 
next day was celebrated by Father 
Robert Gillelan, Jr., Diocesan Ad-
ministrator. Burial was in St. Jo-
seph New Cemetery.

“Joe accepted every person as they were,” 
Msgr. Smith said. “He didn’t have a program 
in his mind that everybody else had to meet. He 
saw service as the essence of the priesthood. He 
was the ultimate shepherd. He didn’t ask any 
questions except, ‘What is there that I can do?’”

Father Hilbert was born July 10, 1927, the 
oldest of six children of Carl and Helen Hilbert. 
He attended St. Joseph School and Lancaster 
Catholic High School, and was an altar server 
at the parish. 

His sister, Bernadette Glatfelter, recounted 
that Father Hilbert always credited his pursuit 
of the priesthood to the priests of his parish, and 

Father Hilbert Illustrated  
‘Faith with Compassion’

Father Joseph C. Hilbert
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Philippines
ference of the Philippines.

In that regard we saw the response 
and demand here,” he told a delegation 
of more than a dozen representatives of 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops, Catholic Relief Services and Cari-
tas Australia. “There is so much hope 
for the world. We just prayed that this 
will be sustained and will not become 
sporadic, only occasional. We hope it 
becomes a lifestyle to be spearheaded 
by Christians.”

Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of Louis-
ville, Ky., USCCB president, who was 
leading the delegation on its weeklong 
visit to the Philippines, told the cardinal 
that the U.S. Church wanted to work 
side-by-side with Filipinos in the long 
recovery process.

“We know there is one Church and 
we want to be partners with you,” he 
said.

U.S. parishes still are collecting 
funds, most of which have been desig-
nated for humanitarian needs. USCCB 
officials project that about $9 million 
will be raised in parish special collec-
tions for the recovery effort. The people 
of the Diocese of Harrisburg contrib-
uted $449,546.35 to a special collection 
for the typhoon, and the monies were 
sent to Catholic Relief Services.

Meanwhile, CRS has raised about 
$48 million, including $28 million from 
private donors and $20 million from 
public sources, reported Joe Curry, the 
agency’s country representative in the 
Philippines. All of the funds are being 
used for humanitarian needs, he told 
CNS.

Cardinal Tagle acknowledged that re-
covery and rebuilding is likely to take 
years because the devastation was so 
great, reaching across 12 dioceses in the 
central part of the country with the Palo 
Archdiocese and Borongon Diocese ex-
periencing the most serious damage. In 
some locales, 90 percent of buildings 
and homes – more than 550,000 in all – 
were smashed into matchsticks.

As of Jan. 29, more than 6,200 peo-
ple had died and more than 28,600 

Continued from 1

Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz, president of the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, greets a line of Filipinos in Anibong, a 

community in Tacloban, Feb. 4. Archbishop Kurtz traveled with 
an international delegation of church leaders to assess the 

needs of communities affected by Typhoon Haiyan. 
CNS/TYLER ORSBURN

This six-day pilgrimage to Mexico will celebrate 
the 70th anniversary of the Hispanic Ministry in the 
Diocese of Harrisburg. The pilgrimage is not spon-
sored by the diocese, but rather is an opportunity 
for individuals to tour the shrines and chapels in 
Mexico City and celebrate Hispanic faith and cul-
ture.

Itinerary includes Masses at the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe and Los Remedios, and visits to 
such places as the Metropolitan Cathedral and the Na-
tional Palace. Cost is $1,699 per person, double occupancy. 
There is a $100 early bird discount for all deposits received before Feb. 15, 
and $50 for deposits received before May 15. Cost includes roundtrip air from 
Harrisburg, hotel stays, tour escort, deluxe motor coach, entrance fees, daily 
breakfast, two dinners and four lunches, and tips.

For more information, or to receive a brochure, contact Regina Tours at 
1-800-228-4654, ext. 208, or lucille@groupist.com. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe  
Pilgrimage to Mexico

October 20-25, 2014

were injured in the storm while nearly 
1,800 remained missing, according to 
the Philippines’ National Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management Council. 
More than 4 million people were dis-
placed by the storm.

Damage was set at $877 million by 
the council.

Two tropical storms swamped parts 
of the same regions in January, forcing 
some who lost their homes in Novem-
ber and were living in tents to flee to 
higher ground again.

Cardinal Tagle said natural disasters 
are the norm for the island nation and 
that he has come to see how important 
local parishes have become in offering 
shelter and becoming centers for sani-
tation and hygiene, the distribution of 
food and support for displaced people.

“At least for me,” he told the delega-
tion, “it has become a special lesson, 
because in moments like these a place 
of worship also becomes a place of 
charity. The place is made sacred not by 

sacraments and prayer but by the belief 
that we can find a refuge here. It is our 
home.”

Compounding the challenges, the 
cardinal added, is the trauma experi-
enced by priests, women religious and 
lay leaders at parishes, who are strug-
gling with their own losses of family, 
possessions and secure housing.

“The Church structure is in a state of 
shock,” Cardinal Tagle said. “We have 
been offering emotional and psycho-
logical first aid.”

CRS’ Curry explained during the 
45-minute meeting that agency staff 
members are attempting to develop 
creative responses to the disaster be-
cause the devastation is so severe. With 
a shortage of construction supplies and 
tools and a lack of capacity on the part 
of local and national governments to 
remove debris and improve infrastruc-
ture, the agency is attempting to find 
enough clear land to build temporary 
wooden shelters so people can move 
from tents into more secure housing, he 
said.

The agency has begun hiring people 
in cash-for-work programs to remove 
debris in some areas to pump much-
needed funds into communities where 
people lost jobs, farmers lost cropland 
and fishermen lost boats, Curry said.

Carolyn Woo, CRS president, pledged 
to help the Philippines “build back bet-
ter,” using an oft-repeated phrase cited 
in the effort to rebuild Haiti after its 
2010 earthquake.

“This is a chance where we can imag-
ine what is needed and how to rebuild 
so that, the next storm, people are not 
as strongly affected,” she said.

Likewise, Paul O’Callaghan, Caritas 
Australia CEO, pledged to work with 
Caritas Philippines to respond in areas 
of greatest need.

In a later meeting with two Philip-
pine bishops, the delegation was asked 
to consider rebuilding churches, village 
chapels, schools, convents and rectories 
in line with the effort undertaken by the 
USCCB and other Catholic agencies in 
Haiti.

Archbishop Socrates Villegas of 
Lingayen-Dagupan, president of the 
Philippine bishops’ conference, said the 
time has come to build churches that 
will serve not just for worship but as 
community centers and shelters when a 
natural disaster occurs.

He said the need to rebuild schools is 
great. He feared that students from poor 
families will not be able to continue 
their education for quite some time.

“The rich students have moved to out 
to either Manila or Cebu,” the archbish-
op explained to the delegation.

Auxiliary Bishop Broderick Pabillo 
of Manila, chairman of Caritas Philip-
pines, sought support so that the Phil-
ippine Church and society overall can 
better respond when disaster strikes.

The delegation also visited Archbish-
op Giuseppe Pinto, papal nuncio to the 
Philippines. The archbishop expressed 
his appreciation for the recovery efforts 
of the Church agencies and offered Vat-
ican support for their work.

“They really are brave people,” he 
said of the people in the central Philip-
pines who are trying to piece their lives 
back together. “They say, ‘The typhoon 
has been strong, but our faith is stron-
ger.’” 



By Father Paul CB Schenck
Special to The Witness

Most people are aware that the new health insurance regulations, called 
the “Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act” of 2010 (ACA) contains 
certain provisions objectionable to Catholic moral teaching. Specifically, 
the ACA requires that health insurers and most employers include birth 
control, sterilization and abortion-inducing drugs in their coverage. The 
Catholic Church, as well as 
many other religious tradi-
tions, condemn these as di-
rect attacks against innocent 
human life, and so find them 
intrinsically evil and morally 
objectionable. So Catholic 
employers and employees, 
as well as individual subscribers, are wondering, 
“What am I to do?”

This is a valid and essential question. How can 
Catholic employers cooperate with the govern-
ment’s requirement (known as the “HHS man-
date”) and not violate the Church’s teaching and their own consciences? 
Without restating the moral objections to the HHS mandate, which have 
been thoroughly covered in publications by the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops and the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference, I hope to offer 
some advice and direction to Catholics confronted by this moral dilemma. 

We first need to review the principles that govern cooperation with evil. 
Each and every day, we have some intersection with wrong doing, even if 
we do not intend or purpose to do so. For example, we make a deposit in a 
bank, which then makes a loan to another bank, which then loans to a con-
struction company which is outfitting an abortion clinic. Another example 
might be buying a shirt from a retailer which outsources manufacturing to a 
foreign company that buys from a producer who exploits poor workers. We 
cannot always know these connections, and even if we do, we sometimes 
cannot avoid them. The question is, do we willingly assent to the wrong-
doing, voluntarily participate with it, and intend its ends? If the answer to 
that question is “yes,” then we have immorally cooperated with evil. But if 
the answer is “no,” then we can begin to sort out what we can and cannot 
cooperate in. 

Let’s apply this to the HHS-mandated insurance coverage. You are a Cath-
olic employer or employee and your insurance coverage now includes the 
morally objectionable provisions. The National Catholic Bioethics Center 
(NCBC) has stated,

… temporary compliance under protest by selecting and financing “pre-
packaged” insurance plans designed by a third party may be licit on these 
conditions: (1) there are no alternatives that meet the employees’ health care 
needs and do not contain objectionable coverage; (2) a sufficiently weighty 
reason can be demonstrated, taking into account the proportion between 
the goods intended (e.g., the provision of adequate health care coverage to 
employees in need) and the harms expected (e.g., undermining of religious 
liberty); and (3) scandal is avoided by conveying the employer’s opposi-
tion to the evils and making known his or her moral convictions, and, most 
importantly, by the employer’s ongoing engagement in prudentially appro-
priate efforts to combat the injustice and secure due protection for religious 
liberty and conscience…”  

In other words, with no other option than to deprive one’s employees, 
one’s family or one’s self of adequate health care (not to mention a job in 
the event the company is subjected to bankrupting fines), a Catholic might 
temporarily subscribe to or provide this coverage while making it plain to 
employees and providers that the coverage is objectionable. I recommend 
writing to the Secretary of Health and Human Services, objecting to the 
mandate, notifying the health insurance provider, and making known your 
objections to employees receiving the benefits. In each case, you should 
make it known that you are only cooperating temporarily while a legal reso-
lution is being sought. Catholics should also support the efforts being made 
to secure the right to life and religious liberty by civil and religious liberty 
agencies.

It is sad and distressing that the federal government has abandoned its role 
and responsibility to defend and protect innocent lives and the constitution-
ally-guaranteed rights of religious freedom and conscience. By resolutely 
opposing the HHS mandate, making known that objection and working to 
secure those rights, Catholics and all conscientious people can help to rein-
state those national ideals. 

(Father Paul CB Schenck is Diocesan Respect Life Director, is founding 
chair of the National Pro-Life Center in Washington, D.C., and is certified 
in Health Care Ethics with the National Catholic Bioethics Center.)
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Can Catholics Cooperate 
with the New  

Health Insurance Law?
The Diocese of Harrisburg will 

host Solemn Lenten Vespers and 
an RCIA retreat day this Lent to 
prepare the Elect and Candidates 
for Easter.

The Lenten Vespers will be 
held at St. Patrick Cathedral in 
Harrisburg at 4 p.m. on Sundays 
March 16-April 6. The invitation 
to these celebrations is extended 
to all throughout the diocese, and 
particularly to those who will be 
received or have been received re-
cently into full communion with 
the Catholic Church, along with 
RCIA leaders and sponsors, and 
family members.

Deanery assignments are sug-
gested for the following weeks, 
however a parish may choose 
to attend any of the weekends: 
March 16 Lancaster and Lebanon 
Deaneries; March 23 York, Adams 
and Franklin Deaneries; March 

30 Northern and Northumberland 
Deaneries; and April 6 Dauphin 
and Cumberland/Perry Deaneries. 
Parishes are requested to register, 
even if a group is not attending.

The Lenten RCIA retreat for the 
Elect and Candidates will be held 
April 12 from 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
at the Cardinal Keeler Center in 
Harrisburg. Father Chester Sny-
der will be the presenter, leading 
participants in reflecting on what 
initiation into Christ is all about 
– its gifts, its challenges, its con-
solations and its promises. Several 
priests will be present for the Sac-
rament of Penance, providing a 
possible opportunity for first con-
fessions for Candidates. A special 
session for sponsors will be held. 
Registration fee of $18 includes 
lunch. For registration informa-
tion, contact Hilary Smith at 717-
657-4804.

The Diocese of Harrisburg has 
created a new Risk Management 
and Safety Department within 
Harrisburg Catholic Administra-
tive Services to provide overarch-
ing safety and risk management 
guidance for parishes, schools and 
other diocesan agencies.

Mike Ogden, former Director 
of the Diocesan Office of Build-
ings and Properties, has been as-
signed as director of the newly-
established department. In this 
role, Mr. Ogden will be a resource 
for parishes and schools, will help 
implement safety-related train-
ing, and will provide information 
regarding safety and risk manage-
ment.

Resources will include regulato-
ry requirements, policy informa-
tion, planning and training tools, 
and general awareness informa-
tion. 

The department will also post 
information and forms parishes 

and schools might need in order to 
file insurance claims or complete 
facility safety assessments. 

The goal of the department is to 
create an overarching safety and 
risk management program for the 
diocese, not to replace practices 
that parishes and schools already 
have in place, Mr. Ogden noted. 

The initiative will also save the 
diocese money on insurance in an 
effort be more efficient and eco-
nomical.

“The diocese is making an effort 
to increase safety for everybody,” 
he said. “Even one accident is one 
too many.”

Specific resources for safety and 
risk management will be listed in 
the diocese’s weekly eDigest, and 
on the Safety/Risk Management 
tab on the diocesan Intranet. Mr. 
Ogden can be reached at 717-657-
4804, ext. 388, or mogden@hbg-
diocese.org.

Correction
The article on Charismatic Renewal that appeared in the Jan. 31, 2014, 

edition of The Catholic Witness incorrectly stated that dancing takes 
place during a Charismatic Mass. Although those involved enter deeply 
into the celebration of the Mass, they do follow the liturgical norms for 
the Mass. Dancing does not occur during the actual celebration of the 
Mass, nor is it permitted. 

Diocese Plans Lenten 
Vespers, Retreat  

for those in RCIA

Diocese Establishes  
Risk Management  

and Safety Department
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By George Weigel
Special to The Witness

Papal approbation being no bad thing, I was delighted to learn that 
Pope Francis, in a homily a few weeks ago, had suggested that his 
congregants learn the date of their baptisms and celebrate it – which is 
precisely what I have been proposing to audiences 
around the country this past 
year, when discussing my 
book, Evangelical Catholi-
cism. 

I usually begin by confess-
ing that marking and honor-
ing the date of my baptism 
hadn’t really occurred to me until a quarter-cen-
tury or so ago, when I began working with evangelical Protestants on 
pro-life and religious freedom issues and noted that some of them had 
an interesting way of introducing themselves at a meeting. Whereas 
the normal American way of breaking-the-ice is to say, “I’m John Doe 
and I work at Boeing,” or “I’m Jane Smith and I’m an attorney,” these 
folks would begin rather differently: “I’m John Doe/Jane Smith and I 
was born again on such-and-such-a- date,” usually in the past 10 or 15 
years. Contrarian that I can be on occasion, when things got around the 
table to me, I’d say, “I’m George Weigel and I was born again on April 
29, 1951… at which point I was 12 days old.”

Which got a few interesting conversations going about sacramental 
regeneration, etc. 

Then, when I was working on the biography of John Paul II and was 
reminded that the first thing he had done on returning to his home par-
ish in Wadowice as pope was to kneel and kiss the baptismal font, 
memories of those men and women who remembered the day of their 
rebirth in Christ as a crucial way of identifying themselves came back 
to me. And I started taking April 29 much more seriously (shocking 
an usher when, on the 50th anniversary of my baptism, I went to the 
church where the deed had been done – amidst great caterwauling on 
my part, I’m reliably informed –and asked him to help me find the bap-
tismal font, which had been moved in a post-conciliar wreckovation, 
so that I could kiss it). 

 As I explain to my audiences after I ask how many of them know the 
date of their baptism (average “yes” response: 3 percent of any group), 
baptism and the new evangelization, baptism and mission, go together. 
We are baptized into mission and for mission. Indeed, viewed through 
the prism of the new evangelization, the day of our baptism is the day 
of our being commissioned as missionary disciples.

This link between baptism and mission is made explicit in the bibli-
cal readings at Mass for the feast of the Baptism of the Lord. In the A 
cycle, which we are using this liturgical year, the Old Testament read-
ing is from one of the Servant Songs in Isaiah, establishing the link 
between the baptism of Jesus and the mission of the Servant of the 
Lord: “Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my 
soul delights; I have put my Spirit upon him, he will bring forth justice 
to the nations….”

Then, in the reading from Acts, Peter tells Cornelius about “the word 
which was proclaimed throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee 
after the baptism which John preached: how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about do-
ing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil; and God 
was with him.”

The very next verse – “And we are witnesses to all that he did” – 
points out our responsibilities as missionary disciples: we, too, are to 
“do good” and to help heal “all those who [are] oppressed by the dev-
il.” As Pope Francis reminds us, we are to be like medical workers in 
a battlefield hospital after a terrible battle. We are to offer others the 
possibility of encountering the mercy of God, and the possibility of 
learning the truths about right-living that the encounter with the divine 
mercy affords us. 

Baptism is baptism-into-mission. Thus a papally-endorsed sugges-
tion from your scribe: learn the date of your baptism, celebrate it each 
year – and be re-energized for mission because of that celebration. 

(George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics and Public Policy 
Center in Washington, D.C.) 

A Date  
to Remember

CNS/PAUL HARING
Pope Francis administers the Sacrament of Confirmation to a young man during 
Mass at the Parish of San Cirillo Alessandrino in Rome recently.

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

Many Catholic parents go to great lengths to ensure their children are 
baptized, and they must make similar efforts to see that their children are 
confirmed, Pope Francis said.

Without Confirmation, he said, young people will remain “halfway” on 
the path of Christian maturity and membership in the Church.

Confirmation “unites us more solidly to Christ. It completes our bond 
with the Church,” Pope Francis said Jan. 29 at his weekly general audience.

The sacrament “gives us the special strength of the Holy Spirit to spread 
and defend the faith, to confess the name of Christ and to never be ashamed 
of his cross,” the pope said.

Confirmation solidifies and increases the grace given at baptism, “which 
is why it’s important to make sure our children and young people receive 
this sacrament. We all make sure that our children are baptized, which is 
good, but perhaps we’re not quite so diligent in making sure they are con-
firmed.”

“If you have a child or young person at home who hasn’t been confirmed 
and is the right age to receive the sacrament, do everything possible to 
make sure it happens,” he said.

Especially for those who were baptized as infants, the pope said, Confir-
mation is a time to affirm one’s personal decision to follow Christ and to 
be a member of his Church.

Pope Francis told the crowd, estimated by the Vatican at about 25,000 
people, that the Holy Spirit, “so important for the Christian life,” is given 
to believers in a special way through Confirmation.

The Bible and Catholic tradition speak of seven specific gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, the pope said, but he promised not to give the crowd a pop quiz by 
asking people to list them. Instead, he gave the answers: wisdom, under-
standing, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety and fear of the Lord.

Through the Holy Spirit, Pope Francis said, “Christ himself is present in 
us and takes form in our lives. Through us, he is the one – listen carefully – 
he is the one who prays, forgives, spreads hope and consolation, serves our 
brothers and sisters, draws close to the needy and the least, creates unity 
and sows peace.” 

Pope: Make Sure Your 
Children are Confirmed
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

At the Cathedral campus of Harrisburg Catholic 
Elementary School, students are using Microsoft Of-
fice products as part of their daily curriculum. De-
vices such as SMART Boards and iPads are used to 
connect students with technology and provide infor-
mation at their fingertips. This is possible due to the 
advancement in technology initiative that has taken 
place at the school.They have created personal news-
letters with Publisher, and are plugging classmates’ 
survey responses into Excel to create graphs and 
charts about their favorite Olympic sports.

Here, the students in grades 5-8 take their own seat 
in front of one of the 22 desktop PCs that line the 
robust computer lab. Joy Bearley, the school’s tech-
nology coordinator, leads them in their use of Word, 
Excel, Publisher and PowerPoint.

A year ago, Ms. Bearley had stood in that same 
spot with principal David Rushinski as both of them 
pondered how the school could strengthen its tech-
nology program at both campuses: Cathedral and 
Holy Family, the latter of which houses grades K-4.

There was a need for new computers and new serv-
ers at both campuses. There was also a need for all 
students to have their own user accounts, and for all 
the computers to be located on one network.

“We had a goal, but at the time, we didn’t know 
where to begin or where to go, so we started a con-
versation with the Diocesan IT [Information Tech-
nology] Department,” said Mr. Rushinski. 

Soon, IT Director Brian Blazer, School WAN Co-
ordinator Sister Geralyn Schmidt, and Desktop Sup-
port Technician Adam Griffin took a walk through 
the school to see what was already in place there. 
They evaluated its technology, listened to the goals 
that Ms. Bearley and Mr. Rushinski had in mind, 
built an assessment, obtained some price quotes, 
and then offered a scope of work to help Harrisburg 

Partnership with Diocesan IT Department  
Strengthens Technology at Harrisburg Catholic
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Catie Jacob works on a project using the Mircosoft 
Office suite. Harrisburg Catholic Elementary School 
was able to boost its technology thanks to the as-
sistance of the Diocesan Information Technology De-
partment.

Students at the Cathedral campus of Harrisburg Catholic Elementary School avail themselves of the robust 
computer lab there, replete with laptops, desktops and a SMART Board. From left are Alyssa Dearing, Rojina 
Razlansari, Catie Jacob and Cindy Dam.

Catholic meet its goals.
“The point was to assist them in getting the tech-

nology that they needed, to help them implement it 
effectively, and then to show them how to use it,” 
Mr. Blazer said. 

While the IT team can’t commit to be on school 
sites every day, and while purchasing equipment and 
programs is the responsibility of the school, the team 
is willing to help get technology programs on the 
right track.

Mr. Griffin assisted Harrisburg Catholic, beginning 
at the Cathedral campus, where Ms. Bearley was al-
ready familiar with much of the technology already 
in place. He set up new servers for the school, and 
worked with Ms. Bearley on creating a few new user 
accounts until she was comfortable enough to take 
those reins on her own.

The three-year-old computers at the Cathedral cam-
pus replaced older ones at Holy Family, where Pre-K 
students enjoy a weekly computer class in the lab and 
students in grades K-4 use desktop PCs for the Math 24 
Program and educational games for motor skills.

New computers were purchased for the Cathedral 
campus with state money designated for student-use 
materials. A timely monetary donation covered the cost 
for the servers and the computer programs. 

“It was great to be able to work with Joy on providing 
new, reliable equipment that improves the Harrisburg 
Catholic Elementary School’s Information Technology 
infrastructure,” Mr. Griffin said. “Each server will be 
set up to provide key network services that both stu-
dents and staff members will utilize.”

Mr. Griffin and Ms. Bearley are now setting to work 
on the Holy Family campus, which will also have a new 
server, individual user accounts and a bolstered com-
puter lab.

“This project has changed the game for our stu-
dents,” Ms. Bearley remarked. 

She recently attended a meeting of technology 
coordinators from the feeder schools for Bishop 
McDevitt High School, and can now say that Har-
risburg Catholic students will be better prepared for 

the curriculum there.
“To hear the things that Bishop McDevitt is looking 

for from the students that come from the feeder schools 
makes me proud of what we do here, and reinforced that 
we are on the right track,” she said. “They are learning 
the programs now that they will be using in the future.”

With interactive technology in each classroom, and 
desktops laptops and iPads for students to use, Harris-
burg Catholic Elementary School is providing students 
with the technology they need today. 

“From an educational standpoint, everything is tech-
nology-driven,” Mr. Rushinski remarked. “If we’re go-
ing to keep up with society, we need to be able to teach 
the students how to use it, and integrate it into our les-
sons.”

He said that working with the Diocesan IT Depart-
ment to meet the school’s needs was a phenomenal part-
nership. 

“Sometimes you feel that you’re out here all by your-
self, but you’re not,” he said. “The IT team is there to 
help, not only at the diocesan level, but at the local level 
as well.”

Mr. Blazer said it is necessary for schools to have the 
proper technology in their classrooms in order to stay 
competitive and help students succeed.

“We are willing to help schools and parishes. We can 
provide ideas, things to consider, and talk to them about 
IT operations,” he said of the IT Department. “We want 
to help them stand up to meet the technological needs 
of today.”

(To learn more about Harrisburg Catholic Elemen-
tary School, and about Catholic schools in the diocese, 
visit www.hbgdiocese.org/schools. Schools and parish-
es that wish to seek assistance from the IT Department 
can submit a Helpdesk ticket or contact Brian Blazer at 
bblazer@hbgdiocese.org.) 

Dr. Matthew Bunson, a noted Catholic 
communicator and author, will be the keynote 
speaker at a Lenten Dinner that will benefit 
Holy Family Radio, the local non-profit that 
owns and operates WHYF AM 720. The din-
ner will be Friday, March 14 at 7 p.m. in the 
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg.

“We really hope that people will come out 
to hear Dr. Bunson, and to support Catho-
lic Radio in our diocese. He is a marvelous 
speaker, and this is a very important fundrais-
ing event for the station,” said LeonaFrances 
Woskowiak, volunteer Fundraising Coordi-
nator for the ministry. The station is support-

ed by listener donations, business underwrit-
ing and efforts such as the upcoming dinner.

Dr. Bunson is an internationally acclaimed 
Catholic author, historian and theologian. His 
talk at the dinner will focus on Pope Fran-
cis, the New Evangelization and Catholic 
media. He is Senior Correspondent for Our 
Sunday Visitor and is the author of more than 
50 books, including “Pope Francis,” the first 
biography of our Holy Father in the English 
language. He is currently the Senior Fellow 
of the St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology 
and he has served as a consultant for USA 
Today on Catholic matters as well as a con-

sultant to MSNBC, NBC News, CBS Radio, 
and the BBC and several other media outlets. 

WHYF AM 720 broadcasts many fine local 
productions, some of which are: “The Morn-
ing Show” – airing five days a week; Catholic 
Perspective – a fast moving program of news 
and inspiration; “In the News” – an analysis 
of Catholic topics and how the secular me-
dia addresses them, and “Ever Ancient, Ever 
New” – which tackles subjects such as rela-
tionships, social media and other challenges 
facing today’s youth as they relate to our 
faith.  

Station Manager Doug Neatrour comment-

ed, “WHYF is here to serve the local Catholic 
community with the best programs from the 
EWTN network and what we produce locally, 
along with free publicity for our parishes and 
ministries. I look forward to seeing many of 
our faithful listeners at the dinner.”

Tom Russell, CBS21 Meteorologist, will 
emcee the evening. Tickets are $100 per 
plate, and a table of eight with Patron Listing 
is $1,200. For information and reservations, 
contact Holy Family Radio at 717-392-0298 
or visit www.720whyf.com. Help support 
our local Catholic Radio Station, WHYF AM 
720. 

Catholic Radio Lenten Benefit Dinner
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By Patricia Zapor
Catholic News Service

When trying to change one’s eat-
ing habits, especially cutting calo-
ries, there’s nothing like getting some 
made-to-order recipes from a popular 
chef to help keep one motivated.

At least that’s part of the thinking 
behind one of the new approaches to 
Catholic Relief Services’ annual Rice 
Bowl program for Lent.

Weekly recipes created by a celebrity 
chef of sorts – Father Leo Patalinghug, 
host of Grace Before Meals, a family 
apostolate focused around meals – this 
year have been linked to Rice Bowl, 
the 39-year-old CRS campaign to 
raise awareness about hunger and raise 
funds to combat hunger and poverty.

Five recipes – one for each week of 
Lent – and short videos about them 
by Father Patalinghug, a Baltimore 
archdiocesan priest, that will be avail-
able on YouTube or the CRS website 
will feature low-cost, meatless ingre-
dients, explained Joan Rosenhauer, 
CRS executive vice president for 
U.S. operations, at a thematic break-
fast Feb. 5. The simple meal on the 
last day of the annual Catholic Social 
Ministries Gathering was noted as 
being typical of breakfast in the Phil-
ippines: eggs, rice, bread, juice, fresh 
tomato and cucumber slices.

Other elements of the program 
were related to relief work CRS has 
been doing in the Philippines since 
Typhoon Haiyan in November wiped 

out hundreds of thousands of homes, 
crops and much of the fishing indus-
try in one region of the country.

Traditional dancers and a percus-
sionist from the Philippine Cultural 
Society at George Washington Uni-
versity, Philippine craft pieces on 
the dining tables and other elements 
rounded out what Rosenhauer sug-
gested as a model for how parishes or 
dioceses might launch their own Rice 
Bowl campaigns.

In addition to the recipes, CRS has 
a free Rice Bowl app available for 
smartphones and tablets. It will allow 
users to schedule delivery of daily 
reflections during Lent, to set and 
track progress toward a Lenten goal, 
and view the recipes or see stories 

about people whose lives have been 
changed by the program, notes a CRS 
release.

Also this year, CRS will host a pho-
to contest in conjunction with Rice 
Bowl. Weekly winners will receive 
a small fair-trade prize and a grand 
prize winner at the end will receive an 
Easter basket full of fair-trade items.

In 2013, CRS raised more than $7 
million to support Rice Bowl pro-
grams internationally. The dioceses 
where funds are raised keep 25 per-
cent of the revenue for local needs.

The app can be downloaded at: 
iTunes and the Google Play Store or 
at crsricebowl.org/app. Other infor-
mation about the campaign is avail-
able at crsricebowl.org.

CRS Rice Bowl Lenten Program  
has New Twists: An App, Recipes, Contest

By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness

Donald Weedon’s decision to follow 
his brothers and cousins from Freder-
ick, Md., in 1943 has made a lasting 
impression on the Cathedral Parish of 
St. Patrick Harrisburg. 

Mr. Weedon, now 85, served as an 
altar boy as a young man and quickly 
became trained as an Extraordinary 
Minister of Holy Communion and sac-
ristan. He has served at the Cathedral 
in this capacity for 64 years.

Mr. Weedon lost his mother when he 
was five years old, and was raised by 
his father, who was a member of the 
Methodist church. When Mr. Weedon 
moved to Harrisburg, he began a search 
for a Catholic parish. He first attended 
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament. 
There, he met Father Dominick Mam-
marella, from whom he received the 
Sacraments of Baptism, Holy Com-
munion and Confirmation. But the 
first time Mr. Weedon walked past St. 
Patrick Cathedral, he was struck by its 
beauty and decided to go in. 
He’s been an active member 
ever since.

He has worked under the su-
pervision of several Cathedral 
priests, including its current 
pastor, Father Thomas Roz-
man, who told The Catholic 
Witness, “Don’s commitment 
to the ministry of sacristan over 
the years has been a true gift 
to this parish and to the pas-
tors who have served here. He 
is always ready to be present 
for our Sunday celebrations, a 
funeral, a specially scheduled 
Mass, Stations of the Cross, 
etc. You can always count on 
Don.”

Not only has Mr. Weedon 
served different pastors, he has 
also served during the episco-
pacies of six different bishops. 
Bishop Ronald Gainer, who 
will be installed on March 19, 
will be the seventh.

Mr. Weedon had wonderful 
things to say about each bish-
op, but was closest to Cardinal 
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Don Weedon stands at the altar at St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg, where he 
has served for 64 years.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DON WEEDON
Don Weedon shares a moment with Cardinal William Keeler, with whom he traveled to Rome when 
Cardinal Keeler was Bishop of Harrisburg.

Cathedral Parishioner Gives  
64 Years of Service on the Altar 

William Keeler during his episcopacy 
in Harrisburg from 1983-1989. He not 
only served during Masses celebrated 
by then-Bishop Keeler, but was also 
his driver. 

Shortly after retiring from the Har-
risburg Capital Police in 1989, Mr. 
Weedon traveled to Rome with then-
Bishop Keeler to meet Pope John Paul 
II. While recalling this experience 
with The Witness, he held up a framed 
photograph of himself shaking hands 
with the Holy Father, saying with a 
smile, “I tried to hold his hand as long 
as I could so I could get a good picture 
to purchase.”

Mr. Weedon shared multiple framed 
mementos from his years at the Ca-
thedral, including snapshots of him 
serving Mass with different bishops or 
priests. One in particular was a photo 
of Bishop Nicholas Dattilo, with a 
signed and written message to “Mon-
signor Weedon.” From that time on, 
the nickname has stuck. 

He said he once joked with Bishop 
Dattilo that the bishop could 
reassign priests from parish to 
parish, “but you can’t transfer 
me.” 

“I wouldn’t leave my church 
for anything in the world,” Mr. 
Weedon said of St. Patrick Ca-
thedral.

His dedication to the Cathe-
dral parish reaches beyond his 
service on Sunday mornings. 

Father Rozman said of Mr. 
Weedon’s dedication to the 
parish, “Don has trained many 
other sacristans and altar serv-
ers, making sure that this will 
continue to be a vibrant min-
istry into the future here at 
the Cathedral.” He continued, 
“Don has the utmost respect 
for any priest who is in the 
sacristy, and he always wants 
to be of assistance. He will fill 
in for other liturgical ministers 
if we are not able to secure a 
substitute. His care and con-
cern for ‘all things sacristan’ is 
inspiring.”
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

During the Year of Faith, which spanned from 
October 2012 to November 2013, parishes in the 
Diocese of Harrisburg welcomed renowned au-
thor, speaker and theologian Father Robert Barron 
into their adult enrichment programs.

Through his popular “Catholicism” series, pa-
rishioners journeyed deep into the Catholic faith, 
learning what the Church teaches, and why.

In parish social halls and classrooms, parishio-
ners discussed the faith, learned more about it, and 
even fell in love with it all over again.

Now, on the heels of “Catholicism” comes “Ca-
tholicism: The New Evangelization,” Father Bar-
ron’s latest series, which outlines the tenets of the 
New Evangelization and shows Catholics how 
to put their faith into action with new ardors and 
methods.

Good Shepherd Parish in Camp Hill recently 
completed the New Evangelization program, and 
parishioners spoke with The Catholic Witness 
about the fruits of the series.

“The program brings such clarity as to what 
evangelization is,” said Karen Bruskewicz, who 
facilitated the series at Good Shepherd.

In fact, its first lesson explains the concept of 
the New Evangelization, a term introduced by 
Blessed John Paul II in 1979 as calling for “new 
ardor, new methods and new expressions” of shar-
ing the faith.

The Church’s mission is to evangelize, to spread 
the Good News of Christ’s mercy and love. An 
evangelist is someone who has a passion for their 
faith, and who lives it and proclaims it by word 
and by deed in their daily life.

“Evangelizing means stepping out into public 
and living your faith in the public sector,” ex-
plained Deacon Pat Kiley, who helped facilitate 
the program at Good Shepherd. “You don’t have 
to stand on a pulpit or knock on people’s doors. 
Evangelization means living your faith in your 
daily life.”

Catholics do not typically see themselves as 
evangelists, Ms. Bruskewicz pointed out. They 
might connect evangelism with images of televan-
gelists or itinerant preachers.

The New Evangelization program clarifies that, 
she said.

“People may think, ‘I can’t be an evangelist be-
cause I don’t know enough about the Church,’ or, 
‘I don’t know how to respond when someone is 
critical of my faith.’ This program addresses those 
concerns, and feeds those who are hungry to learn 
more,” he said. 

“After going through the program, evangeliza-
tion is no longer a scary thing,” she said.

For parishioner Deb June, The New Evangeliza-
tion program was her first experience as a partici-
pant in an adult enrichment program. She said that 
Ms. Bruskewicz was the catalyst for her decision 
to sign up.

“She stood up at Mass and started talking about 
the program being offered, and urged us to get 
involved. I sat there and thought about how I’d 
been considering joining an enrichment program 
for years, but had never gone. I knew the time was 
now,” Mrs. June said.

She said she also wanted to learn more about the 
faith because her daughter-in-law was consider-
ing entering the RCIA program. “I thought to my-
self, ‘I really need to know more about my faith, 
because if she asks me questions, I have to have 
answers,’” she said.

“During the sessions and the discussion, I never 

Father Barron’s ‘New Evangelization’

Program Delves into Ways Catholics  
Can Share the Good News as Evangelists

felt uncomfortable with what I knew or with 
what I didn’t know about the faith,” Mrs. June 
remarked. “In my life, I’ve been in discus-
sions where people 
have attacked 
the Church and I 
didn’t know how 
to respond. This 
program showed 
me that it’s ok to 
let people speak, 
and then to come 
back with a posi-
tive response to 
engage in discus-
sion.”

The New Evan-
gelization study 
program includes 
four DVDs of fea-
ture presentations 
that highlight ex-
amples of the New 
Evangelization in 
action around the 
world – including 
groups and move-
ments in Australia, 
England and the 
United States – 
and cultural com-
mentators and ex-
perts in the New 
Evangelization.

The program also includes a study guide of six 
sessions that correspond to the feature presenta-
tions, a leader’s kit and promotional materials.

At Good Shepherd – which has previously 
offered “A Quick Journey through the Bible” 
and “The Great Adventure” Bible study by Jeff 
Cavins, and Father Barron’s “Catholicism” pro-
gram – the New Evangelization program drew 
more than 100 participants for Tuesday morning 
and Thursday afternoon sessions.

Participants were placed into small groups for 
discussion and were led by team members, who 
were trained as part of the program. The New 
Evangelization program includes preparatory 
tools for leaders.

Ms. Bruskewicz said those tools help team 
members learn how to lead discussion, and how 
to invite people into it. The tools also “let them 
off the hook” for knowing all the answers to 
questions of faith, she said.

“The team leaders are meant to journey along 
with the participants,” Ms. Bruskewicz said. 
“The tools are provided. All you need is a willing 
heart.”

Team member Theresa Burg pointed out, “I 
learned that if I didn’t know the answer to a ques-
tion of faith, it was ok. I knew I had the resources 
to find the answer.”

“The New Evangelization program poses ques-
tions to make you think,” she said. “You discuss 
life lessons and life situations. As a team leader, I 
didn’t find any trouble in getting people to talk.”

Each lesson in the program poses questions for 
understanding and for application. For example: 
What images come to mind when you hear the 
word “evangelization?” Why do we need a New 
Evangelization in a historically Christian country 
like the United States? What steps can you take to 
better understand or internalize the Good News? 
What barriers prevent you from evangelizing 
more?  

Joe Laskoski, who was a team member with his 

wife, Sue, pointed out that the program allows par-
ticipants to discuss as much or as little as they want. 
Participants can just sit and listen if they feel they 
don’t have anything to say.

“There are no wrong answers in the discussion,” 
he said. “I got a lot out of listening to other people’s 
perspectives and seeing how they look at things. In 
group discussion, you can broaden your mind to 
different ways of understanding the faith.”

Sue Laskoski pointed out that an adult enrich-
ment program like The New Evangelization builds 
community in a parish as parishioners get to know 
one another. 

She said the program put her “on fire” with the 
faith.

“I came out of those sessions passionate about the 
faith, just looking for anybody who wanted to dis-
cuss. I was ready to talk!” Mrs. Laskoski exclaimed. 
“I felt like I had my armor on, and was just wanting 
someone to talk to me so I could engage them.”

The participants from Good Shepherd say they 
highly recommend the program to other parishes, 
especially during the Lenten season. “It makes you 
proud to be Catholic,” Deacon Kiley said of the 
program, which he said he appreciated for its visual 
imagery, inspirational stories and Father Barron’s 
knowledge, ease and positive nature.

He and Ms. Bruskewicz said they would make 
themselves available to parishes that want to know 
a bit more about the program and how to imple-
ment it.

“The New Evangelization program gets to the 
core of who we are as Catholics,” Ms. Bruskewicz 
remarked. “You don’t have to be any further along 
in your journey of faith to be an evangelist. You can 
share the faith in your own ways – at work, online, 
in your family. God needs you now.”

(For more information about The New Evan-
gelization Program and how to purchase it, visit 
www.catholicismnewevangelization.com. For a 
limited time, parishes in our diocese that purchase 
program materials from Catholic Word Publisher 
Group receive a 30% discount off of list price for 
participant study guides, with no minimum order 
requirements. Contact Peggy Galus at Catholic 
Word Publisher Group at pgalus@catholicword.
com or 1-800-932-3051, ext. 307. To connect with 
a team member from Good Shepherd, contact the 
parish at 717-761-1167.)
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By Chris Heisey

The Catholic Witness

In the midst of Catholic Schools Week, Delone Catholic High 
School in McSherrystown dedicated the newly renovated wing 
of the school that dates back to 1940. Father Robert Gillelan, Jr., 
Diocesan Administrator and former chaplain at the school some 
15 years ago, blessed the renovated part of the building that in-
cludes the front entrance, hallway and classrooms both on the 
first and second floors. 

The work, considered Phase II of the school’s renovation plan, 
is part of Delone’s Diamond Decade Initiative, so titled to high-
light the upcoming 75th anniversary of the school in 2015. This 
completed work includes a beautiful refurbishment of the old 
building that now allows for state-of-the-art technology and in-
frastructure, yet the building still retains the classic feel of a mid-
dle of the 20th Century Catholic high school. While there are new 
fiber optic lines, projection technologies and sprinkler systems, 
the new work also added more efficient heating and cooling units 
to help promote a positive learning environment. 

More than 150 students, faculty, alumni and benefactors filled 
the front hallway for the dedication and blessing. Father Edward 
Quinlan, Diocesan Secretary for Education and former principal 
at the school, was also part of the dedication ceremony. Soon 
the school will continue its renovations as it plans to update the 
gymnasium, the old classic gym, the 1955 wing and the school’s 
athletic fields. 

Every year, more than 90 percent of Delone students go on to 
higher education. The school has been a fixture in the Adams 
County/Hanover area for more than seven decades. It acquired 
its name from Charles J. Delone, a lawyer who graciously helped 
found the school in 1940.

Phase II Renovations 
Blessed at  

Delone Catholic 

A protrait of Charles J. 
Delone overlooks the 

halls of the high school 
that he helped found.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Father Robert Gillelan Jr., Diocesan 
Administrator, blesses a classroom in the 

renovated wing from 1940.

Principal Dr. Maureen Thiec thanks supporters of Delone’s Diamond Decade Initiative.
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Wearing numbers familiar to York Catholic fans, Karli McFatridge (12) and Brittany Hicks (34) 
share a victory smile after helping lead York College to a 19-1 record and Top Ten ranking in a 
recent USA Today/WBCA Coaches Poll. 

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

After stellar and winning basketball careers 
at York Catholic High School, both Brittany 
Hicks and Karli McFatridge took their game 
down the street to play college basketball for 
the Spartans of York College, who this season 
have been nationally ranked in the Top Ten in 
a recent coaches poll. 

The 19-1 Spartans play in the very com-
petitive Capital Athletic Conference and are 
led by four seniors, including Brittany Hicks. 
These seniors have combined for more than 
80 collegiate wins in their careers, the most 
by any class in school history, and each are 

products of Catholic high schools in Pennsyl-
vania and Maryland. 

Hicks leads the team in scoring, knocking 
down 15 points a game. She adds 10 rebounds 
a game, and has been named an NCAA All-
America. 

McFatridge, a sophomore, comes off the 
bench and chips in four points a game in the 
backcourt. 

The Spartans looked poised to win the 
CAC, which will set them up for a run in the 
NCAA playoffs in March. 

Brittany Hicks was part of the Fighting 
Irish team that won a PIAA state champion-
ship in 2007 – the last time the Fighting Irish 
have won a state title.

Fighting Irish Stars Now 
Compete as Spartans  
in Hometown College

With a record of 21-1 in regu-
lar season play, the Crusad-

ers boys’ basketball team at Bishop 
McDevitt High School has earned 
the number one seed in the District 3 
AAA tournament, which begins this 
weekend. They’ll enjoy a first-round 
bye before playing host on Feb. 18 to 

either Northeastern or Wyomissing.
The Crusaders finished out their 

regular season with a strong state-
ment, besting Susquehanna Town-
ship, 56-55, on Feb. 6. The win 
avenged an earlier season loss – their 
only blemish on the year – to the In-
dians, 78-65.

Crusaders Roll to Top Seed in Districts
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Dyllon Hudson-Emory hits a slam dunk for two of his 15 points against the Indians.

Justin MacArthur drives to the net for the Crusaders.

Milik Gantz drives 
past a Township 
defender on his 

way to 18 points.



10 - THE CATHOLIC WITNESS, FEBRUARY 14, 2014

By Evan Boudreau
Catholic News Service

Danielle Wotherspoon-Gregg has big skates to 
fill at her first Winter Olympics, but the Catholic 
Canadian in the 500-meter speedskating race has 
faith to keep her calm.

Wotherspoon-Gregg, 33, made her inaugural 
Olympic appearance as a competitor in Sochi, 
Russia, Feb. 11. But it wasn’t the first time she’d 
been to the games. In 1998, she traveled to Na-
gano, Japan, to watch her older brother, Canadian 
speedskating legend Jeremy Wotherspoon, capture 
a silver medal in the 500 meters. That’s when the 
Olympic bug bit the Red Deer, Alberta, native, 
who still skates out of Calgary.

“When my brother went to the Olympics in 1998 
and I went and watched him, that is when I kind of 
thought, ‘Oh for sure I’ll be going,’” she said.

Although Wotherspoon-Gregg’s Olympic dream 
became “more real” after those Games, her journey 
did not get any easier.

“I’ve had kind of a longer journey with achiev-
ing this goal because the last two Olympic trials 
I wasn’t really healthy,” said Wotherspoon-Gregg. 

“In 2006 I was sick so I wasn’t really competing 
at a competitive level, not competitive enough to 
make the team, and in 2010 I pulled my hip flexor 
really bad.”

She said she did not think she would still be skat-
ing in 2014, but when she was 25 she took a year 
off.

“I did some reflecting and figured out what I 
needed as an athlete and I was really motivated 
when I came back, and I’ve been improving ever 
since,” she told the Canadian national weekly The 
Catholic Register.

In an interview with the Toronto-based paper, 
she also reflected on her strong faith, which she 
credits to her parents, her friends and her Catholic 
education.

“I always had an amazing support system from 
my teachers, especially in high school,” she said. 
“There were a lot of teachers who really supported 
me and my sports. I questioned everything, but 
people really kept me on a good path.

“The biggest thing for me is having that faith,” 
said Wotherspoon-Gregg. “It just helps knowing 
that there is always someone with you and watch-
ing you. For me that is just a huge thing, and it can 

also be very comforting in sport.”
In June, Wotherspoon-Gregg married Jamie 

Gregg, who also competed in Sochi. Both his par-
ents are former Olympians.

And while Wotherspoon-Gregg’s journey to the 
Olympics has taken some time, her story reflects 
her personality, said Lee Caine, who taught her 
Ecole Secondaire Notre Dame High School in Red 
Deer.

“She hasn’t risen to the top as fast as other ath-
letes might, but she has persevered,” said Caine, 
now a guidance counselor at the school. “She’s Jer-
emy’s younger sister, and I assume that that hasn’t 
been easy; when you hear the Wotherspoon name 
you make reference to Jeremy. Danielle has had 
maybe a more difficult path to pave for herself, and 
she has done an amazing job doing that.

“Tenacity and perseverance, that kind of sums up 
what she is like,” Caine added.

Wotherspoon-Gregg said what keeps her going 
is the same thing that keeps her calm on the oval: 
“just having blind faith ... For me, I just know that 
at the end of the day, whatever the outcome, I am 
still at peace, and I think that faith gives you that 
peace.”

Faith Keeps Canadian  
Speedskater Grounded, Calm on Ice

CNS/EVAN BOUDREAU
U.S.-born Sister Helena Burns, wearing a Canadian hockey jersey, gives the No. 1 sign outside a bookstore 
in Toronto Jan. 27. Despite claiming citizenship in both Canada and the United States, Sister Helena always 
pulls for the maple leaf in international hockey.

By Evan Boudreau
Catholic News Service

Despite claiming citizenship in both Canada and 
the United States, U.S.-born Sister Helena Burns al-
ways pulls for the maple leaf in international hock-
ey. The 2014 Olympics are no different. 

“For other sports I might cheer for America more 
[and] sometimes I just cheer for the country that 
looks the best or is doing the best in that sport,” she 
said. “But I think when it comes to the team sports, 
especially hockey, I have always skewed Canadian, 
even when I lived in the States. You guys refined the 
game and just made it what it is today. 

“It’s your game,” she told The Catholic Register, 
a Canadian weekly. 

Born and bred in Boston but now living in To-
ronto, Sister Burns said hockey is in her blood. She 
thinks that might be because her late grandmother 
was from Quebec. 

“Coming from Boston, it’s just presumed [that you 
like hockey] like mother’s milk,” said Sister Helena, 
a member of the Daughters of St. Paul. “As soon as 
you can stand, they strap skates on you and send you 
out onto the flooded frozen backyard. Everybody 
just follows hockey or plays hockey.”

That being said, Sister Helena quickly noted that 
she, and her entire family, are not “crazed sports 
people.” 

“[Hockey] was just sacred in my home,” she said. 
“When I turn on a hockey game and I hear that 
sound of the ice ... it’s transcendent. I always say 
that hockey is not a sport, it is an art form. 

“It is like a chess game at lightning speed.” 
But if you’ve ever watched a hockey game with 

Sister Helena, which is when her Boston accent and 
the trash talking come out, you may think she meant 
transformative rather than transcendent. 

“I never tear people apart except for with hockey. 
I just feel like it is totally legitimate,” she said. “I 
don’t swear, I don’t use profanity, but sometimes it 
gets really personal and I get way too heated and full 
of vengeance, and that is not good. I have gone to 
confession about trash talking.” 

And while the soft-featured nun with pale green 
eyes has indiscriminately let her Boston bark rain 
down on players and teams across the hockey world, 
there is at least one player who has yet to feel her 
verbal wrath – Pittsburgh Penguins star and Team 
Canada captain Sidney Crosby. 

‘Chess Game at Lightning Speed’:  
Sister Says Hockey’s in Her Blood

“I love that Sidney Crosby is the captain. I think 
that is very exciting,” said Sister Helena.

But there is one thing today that has Sister Helena 
disheartened with the game. 

“I am really upset with this fighting stuff that is 
going on, this brutality,” she said. “They have to find 
a way to stop this because it has just gotten mean.” 

And that’s why Sister Burns is so excited for 
Olympic hockey, where fighting results in a game 
misconduct and single-game suspension, which 
keeps the on-ice duke-outs relatively nonexistent. 

“It is just great to watch pure hockey where you 
know that [fighting] isn’t going to happen,” she said. 
“It is just about the game.”

On Feb. 13 when Canada faces off against Nor-
way in its first game of the 2014 Winter Olympics 
in Sochi, Russia, Sister Helena – who was in Chi-

cago where she lived for eight years before mov-
ing to Toronto – will be wearing her blue habit and 
Boston accent. Luckily for her, the nuns in Chicago, 
who lived with her during the Blackhawks’ past two 
Stanley Cups, are used to the yelling. 

“The nuns just know when it comes to hockey 
[I’m] in [my] own little world, and once in a while 
I make some converts of them, and they’ll stay and 
watch the game,” she said cheerfully. 

“It is more fun when you are with people.”
And although she’s in the United States surround-

ed primarily by American nuns, Sister Helena will 
be cheering, and praying, for Team Canada. 

“[Hockey] has a lot to do with national identity, 
and you guys are so devastated when you don’t win. 
In Canada, ice is thicker than blood,” she said. 
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PHOTO COURTESY OF AMY YEAGLE
Bloomsburg Catholic Campus Ministry students with a bunk bed they built 
for the volunteer house while working with the Glenmary Home Missioners in 
Tennessee. At the top are Carley Fox, Jenna Wright and Meghan Boarts. At 
bottom are Amy Yeagle, Lucas Liberacki, and Alex Porter.

By Amy Yeagle
Special to The Witness

Record-breaking cold couldn’t keep a group of Bloomsburg University 
Catholic Campus Ministry students from giving of themselves this 

winter break as they participated in a mission trip to Rutledge, Tenn. The 
group of nine students, along with Catholic Campus Ministry director Father 
Timothy Marcoe and associate director Amy Yeagle, spent a week in January 
volunteering with the Glenmary Home Missioners, “a Catholic society of 
priests and brothers who, along with coworkers, are dedicated to establishing 
a Catholic presence in rural areas and small towns of the United States where 
the Catholic Church is not yet effectively present.” (http://www.glenmary.
org/#sthash.4K3HQIQd.dpuf)

Upon their arrival, the group was greeted by volunteer director Joe Grosek, 
who would accompany them in their service throughout the week. The 
group’s main project was working to repair a roof of the house of a local 
family in need. Other service throughout the week included volunteering at a 
local food pantry and building a bunk bed to be used in the volunteer house. 
Evenings were spent visiting local cultural sites, reflecting on the day’s ser-
vice, and enjoying one another’s company during leisure time. 

Group members had many opportunities to learn throughout the week, 
from being taught basic construction skills and how to use tools, to learn-
ing about the culture of the area and being guided through cooking meals 
to feed the group. The group also benefited from conversing and forming 
relationships with those who were served and with one another. “Through 
our relationships with each other and our relationships with each person we 
met in Tennessee, we grew in our relationship with God, which was the true 
blessing that came out of this trip,” reflected student Jenna Wright.

Each day of the trip was also filled with prayer. The group had Mass each 
morning, often at the local Glenmary Blessed John Paul II Mission, but also 
at the worksite when the couple being served welcomed them into their 
home. In addition, the group prayed together throughout the day, before be-
ginning the day’s service and before meals. Individually, each member of the 
group was given a booklet for daily prayer and reflection and was assigned a 
“prayer partner” within the group to pray for throughout the week.

Overall, the week was a reflection of the four charisms, or special values, 
of the Glenmary volunteer program: service, community, prayer, and sim-
plicity. The group faced challenges throughout the week as they sought to 
live out these values, but they also found many rewards. Student Lydia James 
shared, “Although the trip was physically draining, it was spiritually fulfill-
ing. Having the opportunity to see where and who God was going to work 
through each day was one of the most rewarding parts of the trip!”

Student Alex Porter was challenged by the fact that the group did not have 
enough time to complete the entire roof repair while on the trip. “Everyday, 
no matter how hard I worked or how tired I was, I still didn’t want to pack it 
up and head home, but rather I just wanted to keep working until I the goal for 
that day was met,” noted Porter. “And while it was really rather disappoint-
ing that we weren’t able to finish the roof by the end of the week, thinking 
about it now, it’s almost representative of how mission work for God is never 
finished. There will always be someone or some place that needs that help, 
that needs that witness of God's love for each and every one of his children.”

Catholic Campus Ministry at Bloomsburg University plans to continue 
their dedication to service by participating in another mission experience in 
Philadelphia later this spring.

See more pictures from the trip and learn more about Bloomsburg Uni-
versity Catholic Campus Ministry at http://orgs.bloomu.edu/ccm and https://
www.facebook.com/bloomccm. 

Learn more about the Glenmary volunteer program at http://www.glen-
mary.org/volunteer/.

(Amy Yeagle is associate director of Catholic Campus Ministry at Blooms-
burg University.)

Campus Ministry  
Builds Relationships  
through Mission Trip

PHOTO COURTESY OF MICHELLE LEGACY
Kadin Santiago, center, at age 8, with his brother and fa-
ther. The photo was taken seven years ago, as Kadin’s dad 
awaited a critical transplant.

Kadin Santiago, a 15-year-old student at St. Rose of Lima School in Thomasville, 
wrote the following pro-life narrative as part of a recent school assignment. It re-
counts his faith as his family prepared for his father’s death while in critical need 
of a transplant.   

He said “Goodbye and I love you” to my 3-year-old brother and I, but I knew in 
my heart it wasn’t really goodbye.

I was only 8 years old at the time, but I clearly remember, “He won’t make it 
through the next 72 hours without a transplant,” they said. Five doctors gathered 
around talking to my 
mother. I watched 
the tears stream 
down her face as she 
asked them ques-
tions, glancing over 
at my brother and I. I 
wanted to tell her not 
to worry. I wanted 
to tell her that I had 
a feeling that every-
thing would be okay. 
But I couldn’t ex-
plain it to her or to 
myself; I just knew. 
I read a quote by 
Olusegun Obasanjo 
once: “My gut feel-
ings and my faith tell 
me that until God 
shuts a door, no hu-
man can shut it.”

Mom calmly ex-
plained the situation 
to my brother and 
I. Her pale skin and 
the red streaks on 
her face didn’t match 
her calm voice. My 
brother sat there 
coloring on a piece 
of paper that we 
brought to make dad 
a Valentine’s card. I don’t think he understood any of it. The fact that his crayon 
never lifted from the page, and his humming never stopped, proved it. Mom said, 
“The doctors say that dad is worse and that he needs the transplant very soon.”  
“They say if he doesn’t get one in the next 72 hours, he may not make it.” She said 
we should spend some time with him and say goodbye just in case.

I hated that antiseptic smell of the hospital and seeing all those sick people lying 
in beds as we walked down the hall. I hated seeing all those doctors tell people 
bad news and then go on with their day because their life wasn’t about to change. 
I hated the noise of all those machines beeping, and especially the one hooked to 
my dad that helped his breathing. It sounded like Darth Vader’s labored breathing. 
I wanted to leave, to play with my friends, to have both my parents home and have 
a normal life. My brother didn’t know that those things weren’t possible.

The hospital room smelled weird; not like anything I smelled before. It was hot, 
but my dad had three blankets on like it was freezing in the room. He was a bright 
purple color; not his usual purplish color but a sick reddish purple color like you 
see on older people who smoked way too much. He never smoked. He was just 
unlucky enough to be born with a heart defect. A heart defect that would eventually 
land him in this sterile, mechanical place. The machine that helped him breathe had 
a long pipe that connected to a large mask strapped over his mouth and nose. He 
couldn’t speak, but mom had given him a piece of paper that he could write on. He 
could hear us, and I was glad I didn’t have to write. The things you have to say at 
that time aren’t things you want on paper forever.  

My dad was only 38 and he was supposed be coaching little league and working; 
not laying in a hospital bed. We were supposed to be complaining about how we 
never saw him because he was always working; like all my friends, not because 
he was in a hospital an hour and a half from where we lived. I always heard how 
Johns Hopkins was the best place for medical treatment. The place was huge and 
swarming with doctors, but that didn’t feel like the best place today.

He wrote on the paper “I love you.” Then he said, “Take care of your mother and 
your brother.” I told him I would because he seemed like he needed to hear that, 
but I knew I wouldn’t have to. I knew that he would be home and that would be his 
job. I knew it was bad, but for some reason, I also knew it would be okay. I knew it 
wasn’t goodbye. Even when I heard my friends’ parents talk about funeral arrange-
ments, I knew it wasn’t goodbye.

It turned out that my feeling was right. The 72 hours came and went, and even 
though he was still on that awful machine and couldn’t talk, he was still with us. 
Three more weeks passed and I think my mom started to believe that my feeling 
was true and I just knew. He got the heart and both lungs that he needed and was 
home two weeks afterwards. He still had tubes and countless bottles of medicine, 
but he came home. He was no longer purple, which I had never seen and was a 
welcome sight. 

That was a little over 7 years ago, and although some things are very clear, it also 
feels like a bizarre dream. Sometimes, even when you are only 8, you can have 
a strong feeling and know something that you can’t explain. Maybe it’s faith or 
just something deep inside. Whatever it is, sometimes you just know when it isn’t 
goodbye. 

St. Rose Student’s Pro-Life  
Narrative Recounts Strength 

of Faith by Dad’s Hospital Bed
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CNS/PAUL HARING
Pope Francis waves as he leaves his general audience in St. Peter’s Square at 
the Vatican Feb. 5. 

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

It’s so important to go to Mass every 
Sunday because that is where people re-
ceive Christ who saves, forgives and unites 
everyone to his father, Church and each 
other, Pope Francis said.

It’s also “important that children are well 
prepared for first Communion because ... 
after baptism and confirmation, it is the 
first step toward belonging strongly, really 
strongly, to Jesus Christ,” he said Feb. 5 at 
his weekly general audience.

The pope continued a series of talks on 
the sacraments of Christian initiation, fo-
cusing on the Eucharist as the source and 
summit of the life of the Church.

“In fact, every authentic journey of faith, 
communion and witness springs from this 
sacrament of love,” he said.

The pope began his audience talk by 
greeting the estimated 13,000 people 
huddled under umbrellas and raincoats as 
heavy rain beat down on St. Peter’s Square.

“Dear brothers and sisters, Good morn-
ing, but not good day, huh? It’s a bit nasty,” 
he said.

The pope also prayed, at the end of the 
audience, for all those in Tuscany and 
Rome affected by severe flooding caused 
by days of heavy rain.

To help visiting pilgrims who were ill or 

Pope: Don’t Skip Sunday Mass;  
People Need Communion with God, Church

with disabilities and their caregivers keep 
warm and dry in the bad weather, the pope 
said he had them go indoors to the Vati-
can’s Paul VI audience hall to watch the 
audience on the big screens set up inside.

The pope arrived about 25 minutes later 
than his usual start time in the square be-
cause, as he later explained, he first had 
gone to greet those pilgrims seated inside 
the hall.

In his catechesis, Pope Francis said that by 
celebrating the Sacrament of the Body and 
Blood of Christ, “we participate in the mys-
tery of the passion, death and resurrection of 
Christ.”

“By making himself broken bread for 
us, the Lord Jesus pours out to us all of his 
mercy and his love, renewing our heart, our 
existence and our way of relating to him and 
our brothers and sisters,” he said.

Taking part in the Eucharist “conforms us 
in a unique and profound way to Christ,” he 
said, granting Christians a foretaste of full 
communion with God in heaven, “where 
with all the saints we will have the unimagi-
nable joy of contemplating God face to face.”

“We will never thank the Lord enough for 
the gift he gave us with the Eucharist,” the 
pope said.

“It’s such a great gift and that’s why it’s 
so important to go to Mass on Sundays,” he 
said.

Mass is a time “not just to pray, but to 
receive Communion – this bread that is the 
Body of Christ that saves us, forgives us, 
reunites us to the father. It’s beautiful to do 
this.”

Mass on Sundays is particularly important, 
he said, because “it is the day of the resurrec-
tion of the Lord, and with the Eucharist we 
feel our own belonging to the Church, to the 
people of God, to the body of God, to Jesus 
Christ.” 

Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Harris-
burg, St. Richard Parish in Manheim, and 
St. Joseph and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
parishes in Mechanicsburg will hold a 
90-minute virtual pilgrimage of Lourdes 
on in February and March.

In Lourdes, France, the Blessed Virgin 
Mary appeared to young St. Bernadette. 
Mary’s message of healing love brought 
millions to Lourdes for physical relief 
and solace. 

This spiritual program being offered at 
Holy Name is an interactive pilgrimage 
that will include prayerful reflection. The 
invitation to reflect and pray is offered 
throughout the pilgrimage experience. 
Silence is requested during prayer and 
Eucharistic Exposition. 

Lourdes water offered during the virtu-
al pilgrimage is authentic undiluted water 
of the spring in the Grotto of Massabi-
elle in Lourdes, France, hand-bottled by 
Lourdes volunteers in the United States 

There will also be Exposition and Ado-
ration of the Blessed Sacrament. The ado-
ration may consist of a “procession of the 
pilgrims” to the Eucharist on the altar or 
a “procession of Our Lord.” The Blessing 
with the Monstrance is made following 
prayer. 

A candlelight procession will take 

Holy Name to Host Virtual Pilgrimage of Lourdes

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Pilgrims participate in a Marian procession in Lourdes in August 2011. Youth and 
young adults from the diocese also joined in the procession during the pilgrimage 
there, before heading to Madrid for World Youth Day.

place, with a decade of the Rosary prayed 
with lighted candles from Lourdes. 

The Ave Maria refrain from the Immac-
ulate Mary may be sung before and after 
the Rosary, as in Lourdes. 

The virtual pilgrimage also offers a ple-
nary indulgence, “a remission before God 
of the temporal punishment due to sins 
whose guilt has already been forgiven.” 
(CCC 1471)

Any baptized Catholic is eligible for 
indulgences formally decreed by the 
Church. Indulgences have a specific act as 
well as conditions that must be performed 
to acquire the indulgence. The usual con-
ditions are: Sacramental Confession, Re-
ception of the Holy Eucharist, Prayers 
for the Pope (Our Father, Hail Mary and 
Glory Be), and a heart and mind free from 
all attachment to sin. It is recommended 
that these conditions be met on the same 
day or at the same time of the act. 

To acquire this plenary indulgence 
granted in recognition of the fruits of the 
10th Jubilee Indulgence for Our Lady 
of Lourdes Hospitality North Ameri-
can Volunteers, between July 16, 2013 
and July 15, 2020, along with the above 
stated usual conditions, a person must 
join Lourdes Volunteers on pilgrimage to 
Lourdes, or experience a virtual pilgrim-
age with Lourdes volunteers. 

For more information visit www.
lourdesvolunteers.org.

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

A Church without religious sisters would be “unthink-
able,” Pope Francis said, honoring the contributions con-
secrated men and women make to the Church and society.

“Every consecrated person is a gift to the people of God 
on pilgrimage,” he said Feb. 2, reciting the Angelus with 
visitors in St. Peter’s Square. The pope had just finished 
celebrating Mass for the Feast of the Presentation of the 
Lord, which the Church marks as the World Day for Con-
secrated Life.

“There is such a great need for their presence, which 
reinforces and renews the commitment to spreading the 
Gospel, Christian education, charity for the neediest, con-
templative prayer, the human and spiritual formation of 

the young and families, and the commitment to justice 
and peace in the human family,” the pope said.

Straying from his prepared text, Pope Francis told peo-
ple gathered in the square: “Think what would happen if 
there weren’t any sisters, if there weren’t any sisters in 
the hospitals, no sisters in the missions, no sisters in the 
schools. Think what the Church would be like without 
sisters – no, that’s unthinkable.”

Consecrated life is a gift that moves the Church for-
ward, he said. 

“These women who consecrate their lives to carrying 
forward the message of Jesus – they’re great,” he added.

Pope Francis asked all Catholics to pray “that many 
young people would respond ‘yes’ to the Lord when he 
calls them to consecrate themselves totally to him.”

The earlier liturgy for the feast of the presentation, 

once widely known as “Candlemas,” began with dozens 
of sisters, brothers and religious priests carrying lighted 
candles into St. Peter’s Basilica ahead of the pope.

In his homily, he urged religious to allow the joy of the 
Holy Spirit to guide both their observance of their com-
munities' rules and their willingness to be prophetic.

Religious must “never be rigid or closed, but always 
open to the voice of God who speaks, who opens and who 
leads and invites us to go out toward the horizon,” he said.

Within religious communities, the pope said, the el-
derly should communicate their wisdom to the young and 
the young should accept “this patrimony of experience 
and wisdom and carry it forward, not to preserve it in a 
museum – no, no, no – but to continue it and bring it to 
bear on the challenges that life poses.” 

A Church Without Religious  
Sisters is ‘Unthinkable,’ Pope Says
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UN Criticism
“Certainly, while the Holy See was 

the object of an initiative and media at-
tention that, in our view, was unjustly 
pernicious, it must be recognized that 
the committee itself has attracted seri-
ous and well-founded criticisms” for 
its Feb. 5 report, Father Lombardi said. 
Many Catholic commentators encour-
aged the Vatican to withdraw its adher-
ence to the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child.

In 1990, the Vatican became one of 
the first countries to ratify the chil-
dren’s rights treaty because of the 
Church’s historic commitment to the 

Continued from 1

good of children, Father Lombardi 
said. Not recognizing all the Church 
has done for centuries through its 
schools, hospitals and charitable agen-
cies is to ignore reality.

While the Vatican “will continue its 
commitment” to fulfilling the require-
ments of the treaty, he said, it cannot 
pretend that the committee's observa-
tions did not present “serious limits.”

The committee “did not adequately 
take into account the responses – both 
written and oral – given by represen-
tatives of the Holy See” before and 
during a Jan. 16 hearing in Geneva, he 
said.

The recommendations, he said, dem-

onstrated a lack of understanding about 
how the Holy See is different from oth-
er states that signed the convention.

The Vatican, Father Lombardi said, 
has repeatedly explained in detail to 
the committee and to other U.N. agen-
cies that it has direct legal jurisdiction 
over those who live and work in the 
small territory of Vatican City State. 
While it has canonical and spiritual 
jurisdiction over Catholics around the 
world, priests and bishops are subject 
to the laws of their own nations.

“Is this impossible to understand or 
do they not want to understand it,” he 
asked. “In both cases, one has a right to 
be surprised.”

Father Lombardi said the tone of the 
criticism and the mention of specific 
cases, including the treatment of young 
Irish women in the so-called Magdalen 
laundries and of young men by the Le-
gionaries of Christ, seems to indicate 
the committee “gave much greater at-
tention to well-known organizations” 
representing victims than to the testi-
mony of Vatican representatives.

“These organizations typically do 
not want to recognize how much the 
Holy See and the church have done in 
recent years to recognize errors, renew 
norms and develop measures for for-
mation and prevention,” Father Lom-
bardi said. 

Catholic News Service

Dialogue is “an important element of all social 
life” and “an essential element” of why the Catho-
lic Church is involved “in the world of diplomacy 
and international relations,” the Vatican’s U.N. nun-
cio told Catholic social action directors meeting in 
Washington.

“With the Church as a dialogue partner, temporal 
powers should see that faith and reason are compat-
ible and necessary allies in addressing and combat-
ing the problems that threaten all of human society,” 
said Archbishop Francis A. Chullikatt.

He made the comments in an address Feb. 1 af-
ter he received the Harry A. Fagan Award by the 
Roundtable Association of Catholic Diocesan Social 
Action Directors. The event came on the eve of the 
Catholic Social Ministry Gathering, held Feb. 2-5.

The award is given annually to someone who has 
made a lasting contribution to Catholic social action 
efforts in light of church teaching.

It is named for the late Harry Fagan, a veteran 
Catholic social action leader who was involved in 
social ministry in Ohio and at the now-closed Na-
tional Pastoral Life Center. He was secretary of the 
association, founded in 1987, until his death in 1993.

Archbishop Chullikatt, who has been U.N. nuncio 
since July 2010, was honored for his defense of the 
poor and vulnerable and his efforts to help forge in-
ternational agreements on the environment and on 
nuclear weapons.

In his remarks, the archbishop discussed Pope 
Francis’ apostolic exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium 
(“The Joy of the Gospel”). He tied the vision the 
pope lays out for an evangelical Church to the Cath-
olic Church’s efforts at the U.N. to protect the hu-
man person, especially the poor and vulnerable, and 
to promote the common good, dialogue and peace 
in society.

“Evangelii Gaudium is a call to action, a call to 
embrace the evangelizing mission, a call to dare, a 
call to proclaim the Gospel, not burdensomely ... but 
joyfully because the Gospel is the true inheritance of 
our lasting peace and happiness,” Archbishop Chul-
likatt said.

Taken as a whole, he continued, the document 
“transmits the following conviction: The Gospel joy 
is the source of strength for the church's evangeliz-
ing mission in the world. Hence, the Church has to 
transform the frailty of her people toward evangeli-
cal joy.”

God is the source of that joy, which “indwells in 
the missionary nature of the Church,” Archbishop 
Chullikatt said.

The pope’s focus in Evangelii Gaudium is the hu-
man person, he said, “in particular the poor among 
us, and the responsibility that we have as follow-
ers of Christ to promote their well-being, spiritual 
as well as material, by reaching out to them and by 

Nuncio: Church’s Involvement in  
World Affairs Fits Evangelizing Mission

entering thus fully into the fabric of society.”
Pope Francis discusses “the profound connection 

between evangelization and integral human ad-
vancement,” Archbishop Chullikatt noted. The pope 
also stresses “the inclusion of the poor in society, 
and the promotion of the common good, solidarity, 
dialogue and peace in society,” he added.

“The common good and global peace intersect 
the fundamental objectives of the United Nations,” 
he continued. “The common good and peace are 
not simply attractive political slogans which can be 
put aside once they are mentioned in any discourse; 
rather, they are realities of life that guarantee au-
thentic human flourishing for one and all.”

“The world in which we live at the present time is 
beset with a great deal of challenges and difficulties. 
Yet the Christian response is not to give up hope,” 
Archbishop Chullikatt said. “Rather, the Christian 
response should be to draw fresh hope from Christ 
who has redeemed us and made us his adopted sons 
and daughters.”

Among the tasks of Christ’s followers is to “know 
our faith and communicate it in the concrete circum-
stances of our daily lives,” he said.

“Within the international context, and in particular 
at the United Nations, the Holy See actively works 
to transmit the values of the Gospel for the well-
being of all persons,” Archbishop Chullikatt said. 
“Several Catholic-inspired nongovernmental orga-
nizations (NGOs) are also present at the United Na-
tions and support us and join us in this noble task.”

He said he hoped Pope Francis’ exhortation would 
inspire all to recommit themselves to spreading the 
Gospel and promoting its values, “which are so 
much needed in the world in which we live, the ul-
timate purpose of which is really and truly the well-
being of all peoples and the salvation of the world.”

In its work at the United Nations, the Catholic 
Church “continues to exhort the position of right 
over might, not to preserve her own position or pres-
tige, but to secure the peace and the inherent dignity 
that belong to all,” he said.

“When right relations based on the exercise of 
objective reason and the application of generosity 
prevail, God’s justice and peace will reign on this 
planet,” he added. “Pope Francis has helped us un-
derstand this with his apostolic exhortation.” 
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Middletown Parishioner Named  
NCEA Distinguished Graduate

Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary School in Middletown announc-
es that the National Catholic Educational Association (NCEA) has named 
Robert P. McNulty at the NCEA Catholic Elementary School Distinguished 
Graduate. Mr. McNulty graduated from Seven Sorrows in 1956.

Sponsored by the NCEA’s Department of Elementary Schools in coop-
eration with Seven Sorrows BVM School, the award goes to Mr. McNulty 
for outstanding personal achievements. Throughout his life, he consistently 
pursued the highest possible personal and professional standards. He is an 
example of how Catholic schools educate people to take responsible roles in 
their community and beyond.

Mr. McNulty served in the United States Air Force from 1961-1966, and re-
tired from the Defense Distribution Center in New Cumberland after 30 years 
of service. Mr. McNulty was presented the Civilian Employee of the Year 
Award in 1987. He is a Fourth Degree Member of the Knights of Columbus 
and is currently serving as the Assistant Diocesan Marshal.

Mr. McNulty has been married for 50 years. He and his wife have three chil-
dren, all with college educations. He believes that commitment to family and 
friends is the greatest life accomplishment any of us can hope to achieve. Mr. 
McNulty is always sure to be seen as a volunteer around the parish. From the 
parish festival to the Fish Fry to the many Knights of Columbus activities, he 
always has a smile and a kind word.  

Rachel’s Vineyard Ministry  
Founder Coming to Carlisle

Dr. Theresa Burke, founder of the post-abortion program Rachel’s Vine-
yard, will speak at a Respect Life Conference Saturday, March 8 at St. Patrick 
Church in Carlisle. 

The conference, hosted by the parish’s St. Gabriel Respect Life Ministry, 
will be from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in the Andrew J. Fontanella Activity Center, 87 
Marsh Drive. 

Dr. Burke is a leading expert on the emotional and psychological effects of 
abortion. She founded Rachel’s Vineyard, the largest post-abortion ministry 
in the world, upon discovering in her counseling practice how many people 
were suffering after having made an abortion decision. Rachel’s Vineyard 
uses creative exercises based on the Bible as well as group activities, prayer, 
therapeutic facilitation, cognitive restructuring and discussions to provide 
hope and healing to anyone having difficulty in the aftermath of abortion. 
Since 1993, the ministry has spread to 48 states and 57 countries and is of-
fered in 22 languages. Rachel’s Vineyard is a ministry of Priests for Life/
Gospel of Life Ministries. 

Dr. Burke’s counseling work has focused on women’s issues, bereavement, 
pregnancy loss, sexual abuse, eating disorders and anxiety management. She 
is pastoral associate for Priests for Life and has authored or co-authored many 
books on abortion, post-abortion trauma and contraception. She has also de-
veloped treatment programs for traumatized combat veterans and victims of 
sexual abuse, genocide, terrorism and civil war.  

 Conference registration fee is $25 and includes lunch. Payment should be 
made payable to St. Patrick Church and sent to Patty Dowling, 13 Morrison 
Way, Carlisle, PA 17015. For more information, call Patty at 717-386-1074 or 
Gabriel Marcella at 717-243-5441.

StrongWomen Strength Training Program  
Offered at St. Katharine Drexel Parish

St. Katharine Drexel Parish in Mechanicsburg and Penn State Extension 
will be teaming up again to offer the StrongWomen/Growing Stronger Pro-
gram this spring. This is an 8-week program geared for middle-aged to older 
women and men and is based upon years of research on how strength training 
and proper nutrition can improve the health of women and men of all ages. 
The program was developed to help individuals increase their strength, bone 
density, balance and energy, and help them look and feel better. Participants 
will meet two times a week for one-hour sessions. There is a $55 fee for this 
program. Participants may want to provide their own hand weights and ankle 
weights.

The morning classes will be held on Mondays and Wednesdays from 9:30-
10:30 a.m. at St. Katharine Drexel Parish, 1 Peter Drive, Mechanicsburg. The 
session will run March 24–May 14 in the church social hall. No class April 
21. Parking is in the lower level parking lot at the rear of the building. 

Mandatory paperwork must be completed in order to participate in the pro-
gram, and individuals over age 70 must get a doctor’s permission. Past par-
ticipants must pre-register.

For more information, or to register for the program, contact the Penn State 
Extension office in Cumberland County at 717-240-6500. Go to http://exten-
sion.psu.edu/cumberland for additional Strong Women information.

EWTN Co-Host Doug Barry  
to Offer Rally in Elysburg

Doug Barry will be at Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Church in Elysburg 
on Saturday March 29 to offer a “Battle Ready Rally” for high school stu-
dents and adults. The evening will begin with 5 p.m. Mass, and the rally will 
follow at 7 p.m. There is no cost for the rally, but a free-will offering will be 
collected.  

Mr. Barry has given conferences/retreats for many audiences for the past 23 
years. He founded RADIX Catholic Apostolate in 1992 and has worked with 
youth, men's conferences/retreats, Confirmation retreats, marriage retreats 
and family conferences. He is also co-host for EWTN’s television program 
“Life on the Rock.”

A “Battle Ready Rally” is powerful and to the point. The goal for the rally 
is to come to as many towns/cities as possible, and rally, recruit and fire up the 
faithful troops for Christ and encourage God’s zeal for the faith. It is a rally 
of prayer, inspiration and sacraments.

For information, contact Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Parish in Elys-
burg at 570-672-2302. 

Catholic Charities of the  
Diocese of Harrisburg

“Soup, Salad, and Sermon” Lenten Lunch
Thursday, March 6, at Noon

Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, PA
Join Father Robert Gillelan, Jr., Diocesan Administrator, and the staff from 

Catholic Charities as we learn about the ministry provided through the agency.
Lunch is complimentary, although a freewill offering will be taken to ben-

efit the Immigration and Refugee Services Program.
R.S.V.P. to Christopher Meehan by Feb. 28 at 717-657-4804, ext. 284, or 

cmeehan@cchbg.org. 

The names of the following de-
ceased persons have been submitted 
by their parishes:

ANNVILLE – St. Paul the Apostle: 
Amelia Nemcovsky, Richard Rotunda.

BERWICK – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Mary Freyberger, 
Theresa Yvonne Seesholtz; St. Joseph: 
Frank J. Marsicano, Nancy L. Petty.

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: 
Patricia (Brennan) Rosario.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: 
Robert Yeager.

CARLISLE – St. Patrick: Amy 
Vezina.

COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady of 
Hope: William Holland, Georgia Lynn 
Petrovich.

ENOLA – Our Lady of Lourdes: Da-
vid William Sgrignoli.

HANOVER – St. Joseph: Josephine 
Barczak, Rita P. Small.

HARRISBURG – St. Catherine 
Labouré: Helen Grubic, Josephine 
Patti.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: Richard 
Conway.

MCSHERRYSTOWN – 
Annunciation BVM: Christine L. 
Mecke.

MECHANICSBURG – St. Joseph: 
Sumi O. Felegi, Helen G. Marter, 
Lawrence J. Mesaric, Sr., Edward C. 
Roccia.

MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows 
BVM: Joseph Naples, Margaret 
Schwartz.

MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the 
Apostle: William T. Beck.

MOUNT CARMEL – Our Lady: 
Charles Dusendschine.

NEW FREEDOM – St. John the
 Baptist: Patricia Fischer, Veto A. 
Mentzel.

NEW OXFORD – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Mary Leister,  
Eleanor Miller.

PALMYRA – Holy Spirit: Elizabeth 
“Betty” Longenecker, Richard Musko.

STEELTON – Prince of Peace: 
William R. Stair.

SUNBURY – St. Monica: Barbara 
Heim.

YORK HAVEN – Holy Infant: Wayne 
Schaffer, Edward Swartz, Harry  
Wisman, II.

Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in February during 
the past 25 years:
Msgr. William Bridy, 1989
Father John Tormey, 1990
Msgr. Walter Shaull, 1992
Deacon Stephen Bankos, 1996
Father Paul Miller, 2004
Father Philip DeChico, 2006
Msgr. Lawrence Overbaugh, 2008
Father Brian Conrad, 2011
Deacon James Sneeringer, 2011. 

To report suspected abuse  
of a minor, call the toll free  

PA Child Abuse Hotline:
1-800-932-0313

To report suspected abuse  
of a minor by a church official, 

employee or volunteer,  
also please call the  

diocesan toll free hotline:
1-800-626-1608
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Spiritual Offerings

A Divine Mercy Holy Hour with Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament and Benediction will be held every third Sunday of the 
month (except during the month of Divine Mercy Sunday) at St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Church in Mechanicsburg at 3 p.m. For more 
information, call Don Tatkovski, 717-432-2847.

A public Rosary rally to pray for American and for the world 
is held every third Saturday of the month on the square in New Oxford 
at noon. The next date is Feb. 15.

Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated by Father 
Walter Sempko Feb. 16 at 2 p.m. at St. Catherine Labouré Church in 
Harrisburg. Confessions are heard in English and Polish after Mass. 

The Golden Anniversary of St. Leo the Great 
Church in Rohrerstown will be celebrated Feb. 22. The cel-
ebration will begin with The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass at 4:30 p.m. A 
dinner reception will follow in the Rev. William J. Sullivan Gymnasium. 
For more information, call 717-394-1742.

St. John Neumann Parish in Lancaster will host a 
four-day retreat Feb. 24-27, led by “on the go” Gospel friar Father 
Simeon Gallagher. Entitled “Losing and Rediscovering God,” Father 
Gallagher’s message is for everyone, church-going or not, who has a 
holy longing that searches and seeks a larger reality beyond self. The 
program is available mornings from 9:45-10:45 a.m. in the SJN Social 
Hall with continental breakfast, and evenings from 7-8:30 p.m. in the 
Church with a Closing Reception on Thursday. There is no charge for 
the retreat, although a free-will offering will be taken with proceeds 
benefiting the work of the Capuchin Order. 

The Sisters of the Reparation to the Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus will present the message of Divine Mercy as given 
by Our Lord to St. Faustina at 7 p.m. March 2-4 at St. Margaret Mary 
Church in Harrisburg. The message of Divine Mercy as endorsed by 
Blessed John Paul II leads to a deeper appreciation for the sacra-
ments of Mercy– the Holy Eucharist and Reconciliation. All are invited 
to meet the Sisters and hear the special one-hour talk followed by 
veneration of a First Class Relic of St. Faustina. 

La Santa Messa per San Giuseppe – Italian Mass 
for the Feast of St. Joseph – will be celebrated at Holy Name 
of Jesus Church in Harrisburg March 23 at 2:30 p.m. by Father Joshua 
Brommer. The Italian Apostolate Ministry Committee will provide a 
reception after Mass in the social hall. Through the generosity of the 
Collura, Manzella, and Rizzotto families, we will have a traditional 
St. Joseph Altar created in the social hall. This altar will be blessed 
and the food will then be donated. For more information, contact 
Mariella Amato at 717-278-9420 or Maria DiSanto at 717-554-5698 or 
disanto1@comcast.net.

Education, Enrichment & Support
West Shore Parish Young Adults will have a rescheduled 

gathering Feb. 18 at 7 p.m. at St. Theresa Church in New Cumber-
land. The event will be a Gospel reflection. This group is for young 
adults between high school and 30-something who gather at various 
Catholic parishes on the West Shore for faith and community-building 
experiences. Contact Mike Creavey at mcreaveyseas@gmail.com or 
check out our Facebook page to RSVP or for further info: facebook.
com/groups/westshoreparishyoungadults.

Theology on Tap Harrisburg welcomes Father Mark Wilke, 
Parochial Vicar at Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg, as our 
speaker for February. Father Wilke’s talk will be about Pope Francis 
and his amazing first year as our Holy Father. Young adults ages 
21-39 are invited Feb. 20 in the 2nd floor Raftery Room at Ceoltas in 
Harrisburg. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., talk begins at 7 p.m. RSVP on 
Facebook or via e-mail totharrisburg@gmail.com.

“God’s Dream and Yours,” a day to examine Biblical/
Scriptural “God-given” dreams and important dream symbols, will be 
offered at St. Cyril Spiritual Center in Danville Feb. 22 from 9:45 a.m.-
3 p.m. Snow date is March 1. The program, presented by Sister Jean 
Marie Holup, SSCM, integrates theory and practice. Offering is $45 
(dinner included) by the registration deadline of Feb. 18. Register by 
calling 570-275-0910 or visit www.sscm.org and click “current events.”

The Harrisburg Catholic Social Singles (ages 35-65) 
will meet at the State Museum located at 3rd & North Street on Feb. 
22 at 2 p.m. Dinner to follow at the Uptown Chicago Grill located at 
2101 North 2nd Street at 4:15 p.m. If you would like to attend, call Dan 
Matarrese at 717-236-8149.

Theology on Tap Lancaster will hold its next session March 
4 at the Lancaster Brewing Company. Father Mark Weiss, pastor of 
St. Philip the Apostle Parish in Millersville, will present “Come Lay 
Down, Lift Up, and Love the Cross of Christ,” a brief history of Lent 
and how the Lenten journey conforms to the life of Christ. Happy half 
hour begins at 7 p.m., followed by the presentation at 7:30 p.m. and a 
question-and-answer session. Visit www.totlancaster.com.

An afternoon of Reflective Adoration will be offered 
at St. Cyril Spiritual Center in Danville March 7 from 1:45 p.m.- 4 
p.m.. The afternoon is presented for men and women on several first 
Fridays, and offers time for Reflective Adoration in the intimate setting 
of the Villa Mansion Chapel. Sister Jean Marie Holup, SSCM, will 
present a reflection on “God’s Tremendous Love.” Offering is $20 by 
the registration deadline of Feb. 28. Register by calling 570-275-0910 
or visit www.sscm.org and click “current events.”

A Lenten iconography workshop will be led by Jody Cole 
at St. Paul the Apostle Parish in Annville March 7 & 8 and March 14 & 
15, Friday from 6-9 p.m. and Saturday from 9-5 p.m. The icon is Christ 
the Bridegroom. Contact Jeanne at 717-867-5492 or jarittle@comcast.
net to sign up. A $50 deposit is required. 

End of Life Issues and Catholic Teaching: The Council 
of Catholic Women at St. Columba Parish in Bloomsburg will host a 
lecture on End of Life Issues and Catholic Teaching March 13 at 7 
p.m. Judy Dobson RN, MSN, will give an overview on the dying pro-
cess, advanced directives, hospice care, foods and fluids, and more 
in light of Church teaching. Contact Becky Flynn at rebeccaflynn08@
gmail.com for more information.

The Dauphin District Council of Catholic Women will 
hold a Morning Day of Prayer March 22 at St. Margaret Mary Church. 
Gathering will be at 7:45 a.m. in the narthex of the Church. At 8:30 

a.m., Mass will be celebrated in the Church, followed by the Rosary. 
Breakfast will be served in the school cafeteria. The speaker will be 
Father Charles Persing, pastor. Cost is $10 - make checks payable 
to St. Margaret Mary CCW and mail to Roseann Cox, Treasurer, 
2630 Boas Street, Harrisburg, PA 17103. Deadline for reservations is 
March 14.

Do You Know a Caregiver? The Advocates for People with 
Disabilities in the Lancaster Deaneries will host the 2nd Annual Prayer 
and Care Day on April 26 at Lancaster Catholic High School. We 
would like to provide an opportunity for women caregivers of our par-
ishes to refresh body, mind and spirit through prayer and fellowship. If 
you know of someone who generously gives their time and energy as 
a caregiver, contact your parish office and inform the parish secretary 
so that caregivers may be invited to the free day of pampering.

Retreats & Pilgrimages
The Corpus Christi Council of Catholic Women in 

Chambersburg is holding a one day women’s Lenten retreat 
March 8. The day begins at 9 a.m. in the Corpus Christi Parish 
Center and will end with Mass at 5 p.m. in the church. The cost is $25 
and includes a beautiful take-home journal, catered lunch of soups, 
salad & breads, and other special surprises. Studying the miracles 
of Jesus, you will see how God’s grace is evident in your life and the 
lives of others. Checks should be made payable to the Corpus Christi 
CCW and mailed to Corpus Christi Parish Office, 320 Philadelphia 
Avenue, Chambersburg, PA 17201, Attention CCW. Registrations 
should be returned no later than Feb. 21. For more information, 
contact Monica Crider 717-264-6317, ext. 126, or mcrider@corpus-
christichbg.org.

Court Queen of Peace #1023, Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas is hosting a trip May 18 with transportation to 
the National Centre for Padre Pio. The trip also includes a continental 
breakfast on the bus, Mass at Most Blessed Sacrament Church in 
Barto, Pa., a catered lunch and a tour of the National Centre for 
Padre Pio. We will leave at 8:30 a.m. and return by 6 p.m. Monies will 
be due by April 18. Cost is $45 per person and includes breakfast, 
lunch and afternoon snack and a donation to the Padre Pio Center. If 
you are interested in going, or have questions, call 717-203-3441.

Travel with Father Marcoe of Christ the King 
Church, Benton, on a pilgrimage to Fatima and 
Lourdes with Proximo Travel. Paris, Lourdes, Lisieux, 
Fatima, Shrine of Montserrat, Barcelona, May 23-June 4, 
2015. Cost is $4,499, airfare and all-included. Find more 
information at www.proximotravel.com, or contact Father 
Marcoe for more details at 570-784-3123.

A pilgrimage to Italy to celebrate the 50th anniver-
sary of Trinity High School in Camp Hill will be held June 
12-20, 2014. Visit Venice, Florence, Assisi and Rome, including 
attendance at the Papal Audience at St. Peter’s. Cost is $3,998 and 
includes roundtrip transportation from Trinity, all taxes, sightseeing 
fees, accommodations and breakfast and dinner daily. For informa-
tion, visit www.thsrocks.us or contact Sister Carol Walsh at 717-756-
1690. Deadline is March 30.

The St. Columba Voyagers from St. Columba Par-
ish in Bloomsburg will host a “Pacific Coast Adventure” trip 
June 19-27. Cost per person is $2,575 and includes air, 13 meals 
and 15 tour highlights. Travel will cover Seattle, Portland and San 
Francisco. Contact Mary Ann & Bill Stasik at 570-784-2693 orTripsa-
hoy@evenlink.com, or Annette McAuliffe at www.Anmartravel.com or 
914-299-8510.

Events & Fund-Raisers
Sacred Heart of Jesus PCCW in Williamstown will 

have an all-you-can-eat spaghetti dinner Feb. 15 in the church social 
hall. Dinner includes spaghetti, meatballs, Italian sausage, salad, 
rolls, dessert and beverage for $8 per person. Serving time is 4-7 
p.m., and takeouts are also available. Contact Anne @ 717-647-9182 
or Helen @ 717-647-2449 for additional information. 

The Haiti Mission Committee of St. Paul the 
Apostle Parish in Annville is planning a silent auction to ben-
efit its ministries in Haiti. Proceeds will provide meals for the children 
attending school in Goyavier, as well as educating ten children at the 
Les Bons Samaritains School in St. Marc. The auction will take place 
in the parish social hall Feb. 15 from 6:30-8 p.m. and Feb. 16 from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. Items include gift certificates, theme baskets, household 
items, works of art, jewelry and more. Food and drinks available 
during the auction hours. Only cash and checks will be accepted. 
Winners will be notified immediately and can pick up their items Feb. 
16 from 1:30-3:30 p.m. 

A showing of the movie “Mary of Nazareth” – Im-
maculate Conception BVM Parish in Fairfield and St. Rita Parish 
in Blue Ridge Summit have scheduled a third screening of “Mary 
of Nazareth,” the epic new motion picture from Ignatius Press on the 
life of Mary, Mother of Christ, from her childhood through the Resur-
rection of Jesus. The showing will be at the Gateway Theater in Get-
tysburg at 2 p.m. on Feb. 16. Tickets are $10 and must be purchased 
in advance. Call Jan Ferguson at 717-642-9429 or e-mail marynaz-
ingettysbrg238@gmail.com for further information.

A spaghetti dinner will take place Feb. 16 from 3-6 p.m. 
at Immaculate Conception BVM Parish in Fairfield. Tickets will be 
sold at the door. Dinners cost $7 for adults, $4 for children 6-12. For 
information, call 717-642-8815.

    St. Aloysius Parish will hold a Coach & Cash 
Bingo featuring 100% authentic Coach purses Feb. 16 (inclement 
weather makeup date is Feb. 23) at St. Aloysius Parish Hall in Lit-
tlestown. Doors open at 12:30 p.m., Bingo starts at 1:30 p.m. Tickets 
are $25 at the door. Must have an admission ticket to enter and 
play. Door prizes, raffles and food available for purchase. 

St. Francis Xavier School in Gettysburg will sponsor 
a spaghetti dinner Feb. 21 from 5-7 p.m. at Xavier Center, 465 Table 
Rock Road, Gettysburg. Menu will include spaghetti, ravioli, penne 
pasta, meatballs, sausage, salad, rolls, dessert. Adults $9, students 
(ages 5-17) $5, seconds $4, children (4 & under) free. For more 
information, call 717-334-4221.

St. Richard Parish in Manheim will hold its annual spa-
ghetti dinner Feb. 28 from 4:30-8:30 p.m. Tickets are $9 for those age 
11 and older, $4 for children ages 4-10, free for children three and 
under. For information, call 717-665-2465.  

St. Philip’s Preschool in Millersville is hosting an Ameri-
can Girl Bingo on Feb. 28. Girls and their grown-ups are invited for an 
evening of bingo, raffles, food and prizes. Doors open at 5 p.m., and 
there will be a special Early Bird game at 6:15 for the 2014 Doll of the 
Year, Isabelle. Regular games will begin at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $18 
in advance, $20 at the door, and $10 for children when accompanied 
by a paying adult. The event will be held in St. Philip the Apostle’s 
gym. Call 717-842-2007 for advance tickets or more information.

The Knights of Columbus of St. Jude Thaddeus 
Parish in Mifflintown will serve its annual Lenten Fish Dinners 
in the church social hall on Fridays Feb. 28-April 11 from 4-7 p.m. All-
you-can-eat meal includes fried and baked fish, popcorn shrimp, fried 
clams, French fries, macaroni and cheese, stewed tomatoes, corn, 
green beans, coleslaw, applesauce, rolls, puddings, and a selection of 
homemade desserts. Pay at the door: adults $10; ages 6-12 $6; chil-
dren 5 under free. St. Jude is located at 3918 William Penn Hwy (Old 
Route 22), Mifflintown, across from Tuscarora Junior High School. 

St. Mary’s Parish in Fairfield will host a concert entitled 
“Celebrating Christ ... Celebrating Life” by musician Jaime Thietten 
March 2 at 3 p.m. A free-will offering will be accepted. For information 
call the parish at 717-642-8815.

St. Cecilia Parish in Lebanon will have its annual Fast-
nacht sale March 2-4. Doors open for sales at 7 a.m. and close at 8 
p.m. Cost is $9 a dozen. There is a limit of 5 dozen at the door.

St. Joseph Parish Fun Committee in Hanover will 
host a pancake supper March 4 from 4:30-7 p.m. in the Monsignor 
Gribbin Social Hall. Pancakes, sausage, applesauce, coffee, and 
soft drinks will be served for an admission cost of $5. This event 
is scheduled for the night before Ash Wednesday which marks the 
beginning of the Lenten season. For information, call the parish office 
at 717-637-5236.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg 
is holding Lenten Fish Dinners March 7, 14, 21, 28 and April 4 and 
11 from 4-6:45 p.m. Cost is $11 for adults, $5 for children. Advance 
tickets on sale after Sunday Masses on Feb. 16, 23rd and March 2.

St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg will host 
Lenten Fish Frys on Fridays March 7, 14, 28 and April 4 and 11 from 
5-7 p.m., at Xavier Center, 465 Table Rock Road, Gettysburg. (No 
Fish Fry on March 21). Dine in or take out. Adult, senior, children and 
reduced portions available. Children under 5 eat free. Menu features 
cod, haddock, shrimp, clams, shrimp salad, vegetable choices, mac 
& cheese, pizza, dessert, beverages. For further info, call 717-334-
4048.

Trinity High School Class of 1974 will hold its 40th re-
union on March 15 at Trinity. Contact Mary Balaban at mmbalaban@
verizon.net or 717-731-9819 for details. 

St. Columba School in Bloomsburg will hold its St. 
Patrick’s 5K Run/Fun Walk March 15 at 9 a.m. in downtown Blooms-
burg. Awards for age groups, male and female, and best dressed 
Irish male, female and family. Cost is $15 for pre-entry and includes 
t-shirt if received by March 9. Cost is $20 on race day. Or, $50 fee for 
families of four or more before March 7; family fee is $60 on race day. 
For a registration form, contact the school at 570-784-5932.

A gala to benefit Harrisburg Catholic Elementary 
School, “Celebrating the Irish in All of Us,” will be held March 15 
from 6 p.m.-midnight at the West Shore Country Club. The gala 
features The Steve Rudolph Quintet featuring Cathy Chemi along with 
the McGinley Irish Dancers and a Bagpipe Serenade. Dinner includes 
a choice of Premium Filet Mignon, Homemade Broiled Jumbo Lump 
Crab Cake, or Smoked Mozzarella & Asparagus Ravioli. Silent and 
live auctions will tempt those looking for unique items. Come support 
the only inner city Catholic school in Harrisburg. Contact the school at 
717-232-9600 or 717-234-3797 for more information. 

A Thirty-One/Coach Bingo to benefit the children of Resur-
rection Catholic School in Lancaster will be held at St. Anthony of 
Padua Cafeteria in Lancaster March 16. Doors open at 1 p.m., bingo 
starts at 2 p.m.Tickets are $18 in advance, $23 at the door. Door 
prizes, food and special games. Call Stephanie Aponte to pre-pur-
chase your tickets at 717-286-7449. Deadline is March 1.

St. Margaret Mary School in Harrisburg will host its an-
nual 5K run/walk March 22 at 8:30 a.m. The course will begin and end 
at the school, and meander through the streets of Penbrook. Prizes 
awarded for various age groups. Registered participants receive a 
T-shirt and goodie bag. Prizes and refreshments provided. Registra-
tion is $20 with shirt, $15 without shirt by March 11; $25 with shirt 
while supplies last, $20 without shirt after March 11. Register online at 
www.pretzelcitysports.com.

Parishes & Organizations
St. Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg is seeking a 

Pastoral Musician. According to our spiritual census last year, St. 
Joseph Parish has 2,800 households with over 7,500 souls. The par-
ish celebrated 24 weddings and 59 funerals. There are four weekend 
Masses; one Vigil Mass Saturday evening at 5 p.m. and three Masses 
Sunday at 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Our parish school enroll-
ment K through 8th grade is 425 students and our religious education 
program has 380 students. Work hours to be negotiated with pastor. 
Salary is commensurate with education and experience. Contact 
Benda Perry, Office Manager, at officemanager@stjosephmech.org. 

2013 Anna Dill Gamble/Susan Wagman Glatfelter 
Scholarship. The Catholic Woman’s Club of York is seeking ap-
plicants for its annual scholarships. Applicants should be Catholic girls 
graduating in 2014 from a York County high school within the York 
Deanery. A strong commitment to the Catholic faith, a good academic 
record, financial need and the pursuit of a baccalaureate degree are 
the qualifications being sought. Application forms are available at high 
school Guidance Offices or by calling CWC Scholarship Chairperson 
Theresa LaCesa at 717-891-4599. The deadline for completed ap-
plications is March 29.
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Father Hilbert
to the strong faith and work ethic of his 
father – who was blind – and his mother 
– who was patient and loving.

“Disability in a family either breaks 
the family up, or pulls them close,” she 
said. “For us, it was the latter.”

The family was faithful to Mass, and 
to parish celebrations. To make ends 
meet, they sold jars of horseradish at 
the city market, and the boys used their 
wagons to help ladies take home their 
groceries.

Mrs. Glatfelter noted that her brother 
was always low-key, even in telling his 
parents of his desire to enter seminary 
after his sophomore year at Lancaster 
Catholic. She recalled how, one night, 
after their parents had retired to bed, her 
brother knocked on their bedroom door 
and told their mother that he had left 
a paper on the kitchen table for her to 
sign the next morning. As their mother 
began to prepare breakfast the next day, 
she found the form he had filled out to 
apply to seminary.

He entered St. Charles College in Ca-
tonsville, Md., in 1943, and completed 
four years of studies there before at-
tending St. Charles Seminary in Over-
brook, Pa. He earned a masters degree 
in education from Villanova University 
in 1960.

Father Hilbert was ordained May 12, 
1952, at St. Patrick Cathedral in Har-
risburg by Bishop George Leech. He 
served as assistant pastor of St. Joseph 
Parish in Danville from 1952-1955; 
principal of Lebanon Catholic High 
School from 1955-1965; rector of Villa 
Vianney in Lebanon from 1957-1965; 
principal of Bishop McDevitt High 
School in Harrisburg from 1965-1968; 
and as administrator of St. Richard Par-
ish in Manheim from 1968-1970.

As a pastor, Father Hilbert served St. 
Michael the Archangel Parish in Sun-
bury from 1970-1976; St. Rose of Lima 
Parish in York from 1976-1984; Cristo 
Rey Parish in Bendersville from 1984-
1994; and St. Francis Xavier Parish in 
Gettysburg from 1994-2002.

The transition from St. Rose of Lima 
Parish to Hispanic ministry was an ex-
ample of the way in which Father Hil-
bert “not only talked about Catholic 
social teaching, but put those principles 
into practice,” said Father Michael 
Messner, pastor of Sacred Heart of Je-
sus Parish in Lancaster.

He pointed out that Father Hilbert 
was in his mid-50s when he resigned 
from his pastorate at St. Rose of Lima 
to study Spanish and take up residency 
and ministry among migrant workers in 
Bendersville, the heart of apple country. 

“He was a man of integrity and ac-
tion, leading by example,” Father Mess-
ner said in his homily during the funeral 

Continued from 1

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Father Joseph Hilbert, left, and Msgr. Thomas Smith at the Diocesan Archives 
in the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg in the summer of 2012. During an 
interview with The Catholic Witness that day, the priests spoke of their vocation 
discernment, their ministry, and the experiences they shared at St. Joseph Parish 
in Lancaster since Father Hilbert had moved there in 2002.

Mass. “He showed us how to live out 
the faith with compassion and generos-
ity, with concern for our brothers and 
sisters. That, I think, is his greatest leg-
acy.”

In Bendersville and Gettysburg, he 
made a lasting impact in Hispanic min-
istry.

“He truly left an incredible image of 
the Good Shepherd in the hearts of the 
migrant workers,” said Father Bernardo 
Pistone, current pastor of St. Francis 
Xavier Parish. “Because of his service, 
his zeal and his generosity, the Hispanic 
people in this area began to flourish. It 
was because of the seed of welcoming 
that he planted and maintained.”

While serving in Bendersville, Father 
Hilbert established a kind of good-will 
store through which he gave donated 
food, clothing and furniture to people in 
need. 

“He had a heart for the poor,” Father 
Pistone said. “He was a simple man 
with a very caring heart to notice those 
who sat alongside the road.”

Father Pistone recalled Father Hil-
bert’s generosity when the two were sta-
tioned in York – Father Pistone at Cristo 
Salvador and Father Hilbert at St. Rose 
of Lima.

“He visited me at the Spanish church 
one day and asked how things were go-
ing. I told him that the Sunday collec-
tion was $30. After that, every Monday, 
he would bring me whatever he had in 
the Poor Box at St. Rose to help the 
Spanish parish,” Father Pistone said.

In Gettysburg, Father Hilbert selected 
the piece of land on which the parish’s 
Xavier Center currently stands. He was 
present for the celebratory ground-
breaking there in 2010, and remains 
well-loved by the people of St. Francis 
Xavier.

“Here, he gently, lovingly and pasto-
rally brought together the two lungs of 
this parish – the Spanish-speaking and 
the English-speaking,” Father Pistone 
said.

Deacon Martin Light, who has served 
at St. Joseph Parish for the past three 
years, said that he came to love Father 
Hilbert as a father.

“He was such a holy person. He was 
so affectionate to the people here,” he 
said.

“I am so fortunate to have served 
at the altar while he was celebrating 
Mass,” Deacon Light said. “He was a 
holy priest, a wonderful homilist. He 
could answer people’s questions about 
the Church, about Scripture, and even 
the questions I had in my role as a dea-
con. He was a very understanding man.”

Deacon Light said that Father Hilbert 
taught him, by example, how to serve.

“He would go out of his way to help 
others. He helped people when they 
were in need, hurting, or sick.”

Joanne Bauer, a lifelong member of 
St. Joseph Parish, said that Father Hil-
bert “is the greatest man to come from 
our parish.”

She spoke of his ministry as spiritual 
director of the Lancaster Curia of the 
Legion of Mary, and called to mind the 
care and concern with which he visited 
parishioners who were homebound, in 
nursing homes, or in hospitals. The love 
he showed was reciprocated.

“The parishioners were elated when 
he retired here, and happy that he was 
able to live out his days at St. Joe’s,” she 
said. “Everyone paid attention to him, 
listened to what he had to say, and what 
he preached. The people here loved 
him, and even the children wanted to be 
by his side.”

Joe and Pat Weaver recalled Father 

Hilbert as a well-read and intelligent 
priest who enjoyed discussions but nev-
er talked down to anyone.

They also spoke of his collaborative 
ministry, especially with the parish’s 
liturgy committee, and his concern for 
those in need.

“We were so blessed to have Father 
Joe at St. Joseph’s in residence,” said 
Mrs. Weaver, who retired last year as 
pastoral associate there after 24 years. 
“Father Joe was a model priest in so 
many ways…. He was very sensitive 
and keenly aware and caring to those 
who were disenfranchised in any way.”

Father Hilbert possessed a wonderful 
personality, an approachable nature and 
great sense of humor. He enjoyed golf, 
the Philadelphia Phillies, food and the 
outdoors, and often traveled to different 
states – sometimes with family mem-
bers – for hiking excursions.

The sense of humor, said his sister 
Bernadette Glatfelter, came from their 
father, who kept a jovial and positive at-
titude even after losing his sight in his 
early 30s.

Humor was such a trait of Father 
Hilbert’s that he was aiming to make 
people laugh even in the days before his 
death, she said.

“Two days before he died, he was 
asked by the parish cook if there was 
anything special he wanted to eat,” Mrs. 
Glatfelter said. “He looked at us and 
said, ‘I’m dying…’ and he closed his 
eyes for a bit. Then his eyes flew back 
open and he said, “For a great, big, red, 
juicy steak!’”

“And it was ok to laugh, because he 
was always witty, always wanting to 
make people smile,” his sister said.

    Father Burger, in his homily during 
the Mass of Transferral Feb. 7, spoke of 
the ways in which Father Hilbert valued 
his faith, the people in his parishes, the 
students and faculty he led as principal, 
and the members of his family.

He pointed to two particular deci-
sions Father Hilbert made that spoke of 
his humility and the value he placed on 
people.

The first, Father Burger said, was his 
decision to move to St. Anne’s in Co-
lumbia last year after falling in the rec-
tory. “He did not think it right or fair to 
burden the staff at St. Joseph with his 
care. He knew that the staff would help 
him, but he did not want his care to be 
any person’s responsibility,” Father 
Burger said.

The other decision was Father Hil-
bert’s response to God’s call to serve the 
Church.

“He was a priest who sacrificed his 
time, talent and treasure to help those 
who were less fortunate. He was a priest 
who prayed with us and for us in private 
and public. Even in retirement, he con-
tinued to celebrate sacraments, teach the 
Scriptures and lead people in spiritual 
direction,” Father Burger said. 

It continued during his days at St. 
Anne’s, Msgr. Smith told the congrega-
tion gathered for the funeral Mass.

“He wasn’t satisfied with just being a 
patient or a resident there,” he said. He 
got himself a scooter so that he could go 
around and visit the people who didn’t 
have visitors. Right up to the very end, 
he was the apostle, looking out to see 
whom he could help. He was a priest – 
in full – up to his very last day.” 

Father Hilbert was preceded in death 
by his parents, and by siblings Carl Hil-
bert and Mary Landis. He is survived 
by siblings Robert Hilbert, Bernadette 
Glatfelter and Helen Gross, 26 nieces 
and nephews, 55 great-nieces and neph-
ews, and 5 great great-nieces and neph-
ews.

Memorial contributions may be made 
to St. Joseph Catholic Church, 440 St. 
Joseph Street, Lancaster, Pa., 17602, 
or St. Anne Retirement Community, 
3952 Columbia Avenue, Columbia, Pa., 
17512.

Por Padre Bernardo Pistone
Iglesia de San Francisco Xavier, Gettysburg

El Padre Joseph Hilbert, sacerdote que sirvió en Cristo 
Rey de 1984 a 1994 y párroco de San Francisco Xavier, se 
jubiló como pastor en 2002. Desde ese año se fue a vivir a 
su parroquia nativa de San José en Lancaster. Con mucha 
tristeza y esperanza al mismo tiempo les informamos que 
el Padre Hilbert falleció el martes, 4 de febrero. Su Misa 
de funeral se llevó a cabo el sábado, 8 de febrero en la Par-
roquia de San José, Lancaster.

 Yo conocí a este gran sacerdote en el verano de 1970 
cuando me enviaron a su parroquia a visitar a los católicos 
que no venían a Misa. En ese entonces yo era seminar-
ista. Nuestra amistad floreció en enero de 1979 cuando me 
enviaron a iniciar una iglesia en la comunidad hispana de 
York en la iglesia de Cristo Salvador. En una de sus visitas 
semanales me preguntó, “¿qué tal tus contribuciones en 
Cristo            Salvador?” Le dije que cada domingo recogía entre 
20 y 30 dólares y desde aquel día, cada semana me traía un 

sobre con dinero para ayudarme con los gastos de Cristo 
Salvador.  

Cada vez que hablaba con él, lo admiraba más y final-
mente le pregunté ¿por qué usted no se une al apostolado 
hispano?  Con gran ánimo él afirmo que esto le encantaría.  

El monseñor William Keeler, obispo de la Diócesis de 
Harrisburg, lo envió a Santo Domingo para familiarizarse 
con el idioma español. Regresando, fue asignado a ser el 
sacerdote que sirviera a la comunidad hispana de Bender-
sville en la capilla de Cristo Rey.

El Padre Hilbert estableció  “La amistad” lugar donde 
se ayudaba a los migrantes con ropa, comida, y muebles. 
En él la comunidad encontró el calor de Jesús, el amor del 
buen pastor y a un sacerdote que de verdad vivía su min-
isterio. Sin duda alguna todos creemos que desde el cielo 
él nos ayudará a servir a Dios, a evangelizar a nuestros 
hermanos y reafirmar que en nuestra iglesia no hay ex-
tranjeros.  

Padre Hilbert por favor ¡ayúdanos desde la casa del Pa-
dre!

Padre Joseph Hilbert: Un Buen Pastor
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