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Vessels containing the holy oils at this year’s Chrism Mass  
provide a framework for the glory of the Resurrection.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS 

“For He Has  
Been Raised,  

Just as He Said”
                                         ~ Matthew, 28:6
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My Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The Lord is risen! Indeed, He is risen!
Our 40 days of Lenten preparation have 

ended. Our 50 days of joyous celebration 
now begin. The beautiful Easter liturgies and 
hymns herald the clear message that God 
will not put up with death. Jesus’ victory over 
death has opened the doors of eternal life 
for us and let the light of divine love shine 
through.

The Easter Mystery invites us to reflect 
on the triumph of Divine Life. Like the dis-
ciples, we are told not to cling to the tomb. 
Jesus does not belong to the past. He is risen 
to new life. He is not among the dead. The 
resurrection requires us to go forth, to move 
on, to accept our task in the world and to be 
where Christ is. We have been sent into the 
world to proclaim by our words and our ex-
ample the Good News of reconciliation and 
redemption.

This is our first Easter together as I begin 
my ministry as Chief Shepherd of our dio-
cese. As we move forward, may we never lose 
sight of the abiding joy, new life and love that 
is given to us in the Paschal Mystery. Christ 
rose at a particular moment in history. Christ 
desires to rise again now in our personal 
lives. He wants to rise again in our Church, 
in our families and in our communities. For 
this resurrection, the risen Lord requires 
our cooperation and our deliberate choice. 
Choose Christ. Choose His victory over sin 
and death. Allow the Lord to rise in you so 
that together as Church, we may be witnesses 
of His mercy and love before the world.

  Christ is risen! Alleluia!
  Bishop Ronald Gainer

CNS/COURTESY OF BRIDGEMAN ART LIBRARY
The glory of Easter is portrayed in “The Resurrection of Christ” by Italian Renaissance painter  
Mariotto di Cristofano. 

Mass of Thanksgiving  
for the Canonizations of  

Popes John XXIII and John Paul II
Thursday, May 1 at 7 p.m. • Good Shepherd Church, Camp Hill

Bishop Ronald W. Gainer invites all the faithful of the Diocese 
of Harrisburg to share in the joy of the Universal Church upon 
the canonizations.

Light refreshments and a social to follow in the parish hall.

Mass to Commemorate  Anniversary  
of Bishop McFadden’s Death

Friday, May 2 at Noon • St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg
Bishop Ronald W. Gainer will commemorate the one year  

anniversary of the death of Bishop Joseph P. McFadden, who 
served as the Tenth Bishop of Harrisburg from August 18, 2010, 
until his death on May 2, 2013.

All the faithful of the diocese are invited to participate in this 
Sacred Liturgy.
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Good Shepherd School, Camp Hill
(K-8) www.gsschpa.org

Our Lady of the Angels, Columbia 
(PreK/3-8) www.ourladyoftheangels.org

Sacred Heart, Lewistown
(PreK/3-5) www.sacredheartschool.com

Seven Sorrows BVM, Middletown
(PreK/4-8) sevensorrows.org

Lancaster Catholic High School
(9-12) www.lchsyes.org

Trinity High School, Camp Hill
(9-12) www.thsrocks.us

 
Minimum Qualifications:

 Practicing, knowledgeable Catholic
 Thorough understanding of Catholic School
Philosophy
 Commitment to modeling the values of
Catholic Educational Leadership
 PA Administrators Certificate (or in process)
 Catechetical Certification (or in process)
 5 years of teaching experience

Preferred Qualifications  
(in addition to the minimum qualifications listed above):

 3 years of Administrative experience
 Catechetical Certification (or in process)
 Master’s Degree in Educational Administration

Desirable Leadership Characteristics:
 Experience in marketing, recruitment, 
and fiscal management
 Collaborative leadership style with 
good interpersonal and team-building skills
 Oral and written communication and 
motivational skills
 Experience in instructional leadership, 
Curriculum development, teacher 
supervision, and effective instruction
 Knowledge and application of instructional 
technology
 Ability to effectively represent the school 
and the Church

Principal Opportunities  
2014-2015

Send resume and letter of interest to:
Livia Riley 

Superintendent of Schools 
Diocese of Harrisburg 

4800 Union Deposit Road 
 Harrisburg, PA  17111-3710 

(717) 657-4804, ext. 222  
Email: lriley@hbgdiocese.org
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THE CHURCH AT HOME

The Catholic Home Mis-
sions Appeal will be taken 
up in parishes of the dio-
cese on April 27. The ap-
peal supports dioceses in 
the United States and its 
territories that lack the re-
sources to provide basic 
pastoral ministry to their 
populations. Through an-
nual grants, Catholic Home 
Missions funds catechesis, 
seminarian education, lay 
ministry training, Hispanic 
ministry, evangelization 
and other pastoral pro-
grams in dioceses in need.

As a result of the gen-
erosity of parishioners, 
Catholic Home Missions 
impacts the lives of nearly 
nine million Catholics. The 
dioceses funded by the ap-
peal comprise nearly 45 
percent of all U.S. dioces-
es.

Home Missions are dio-
ceses and parishes that can-
not provide basic pastoral 
services without outside 
help. Home Missions are in 
many parts of the country, 
including Appalachia, the 
south, the southwest along 
the Mexican border, the Rocky Mountain states, Alaska, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.

In the U.S. Virgin Islands, everything must be imported, which raises the price of food. Outside 
of the island resorts, most people rely on gathered rainwater for their daily needs. The Diocese of 
St. Thomas runs four schools there, and many of the students seek financial assistance. A grant from 
Catholic Home Missions helps keep the Catholic schools open allowing children to be educated in 
the faith.

Migrant ministry presents the greatest need in the Diocese of Kalamazoo, Mich. In the past 20 
years, the Hispanic population has grown by 278 percent. During the harvest season, some parishes 
double in attendance. Funds from the appeal enable the diocese’s migrant ministry program to reach 
out to the migrant workers and their families and serve their spiritual and material needs.

For information on the appeal, or how you can donate even after the diocesan collection, visit 
www.usccb.org/nationalcollections or contact the Office of National Collections at 202-541-3400.

Catholic Home Missions Appeal  
~ April 27

Strengthening the 
Church at Home

Bishop Ronald W. Gainer, and Father Rob-
ert M. Gillelan, Jr., as Diocesan Administra-
tor during the vacant see, have received letters 
of appreciation for the contributions that the 
people of the diocese made to the 2013 Peter’s 
Pence Collection Church, the Collection for 
the Church in Central and Eastern Europe, for 
the Retirement Fund for Religious, and for the 
Catholic Home Missions Appeal.

The diocese contributed $152,311.74 to the 
Peter’s Pence Collection, which provides the 
Holy Father with the financial means to re-
spond with emergency assistance to those who 
are suffering from war, oppression, natural di-
saster and disease. “This gift not only assists 
him in his universal pastoral ministry, but also 
witnesses to the communion of faith and love 
of the faithful with the Successor of Peter,” 
wrote Archbishop Giovanni Angelo Becciu, 
Substitute for General Affairs.

For the 2013 Collection for the Church 
in Central and Eastern Europe, the diocese 
contributed $36,413.36. In his letter, Bishop 
Blase J. Cupich, Chairman of the USCCB 
Subcommittee on the Church in Central and 
Eastern Europe noted that the collection sup-
ports pastoral projects and Catholic organiza-
tions working in areas formerly under Soviet 
control. 

The people of the diocese also contributed 
$63,122.86 to the 2013 appeal for the Retire-

ment Fund for Religious, bringing the dio-
cese’s total contributions over the last 26 years 
to more than $1.4 million. Sister Janice Bader, 
Executive Director of the National Religious 
Retirement Office, noted in her letter that, 
since 1989, the national office has distributed 
nearly $586 million to help underwrite the 
day-to-day care of elderly religious sisters 
and brothers, and religious order priests, and 
an additional $74 million has been allocated 
toward self-help projects initiated by religious 
communities. 

For the 2013 Catholic Home Missions Ap-
peal, the people of the diocese contributed 
$113,974.14. Catholic Home Missions sup-
port 84 dioceses in the United States that lack 
funding for basic and essential pastoral works, 
such as evangelization, catechesis and semi-
nary formation. In his letter, Bishop Peter F. 
Christensen, Chairman of the USCCB Sub-
committee on Catholic Home Missions, noted 
that funds from the collection helped cover 
the cost of educating the ten seminarians in 
the Diocese of Jackson, Miss.; and support for 
lay ministry, seminarians and parishes in the 
Diocese of Tyler, Texas, that would not exist 
without financial assistance.

Diocese Thanked for  
Contributions to Collections

Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

April 25 – Sacrament of Confirmation, Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Church, Mount Carmel, 5:30 p.m.

April 26 – Sacrament of Confirmation, St. Pius X Church, 
Selinsgrove, 10 a.m.; St. Joan of Arc Gala Blessing, Hershey Country 
Club, 5 p.m.

April 27 – Dedication of St. John Neumann Religious Education 
Center, Lancaster, noon; Sacrament of Confirmation, St. John the  
Baptist Church, New Freedom, 3 p.m.

April 30 – Celebrant and Homilist, Principals’ Mass, Cardinal 
Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 8 a.m. 

May 1 – Celebrant and Homilist, Canonization Mass of 
Thanksgiving, Good Shepherd Church, Camp Hill, 7 p.m.

May 2 – Celebrant and Homilist, Memorial Mass for Bishop Jo-
seph P. McFadden, St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, noon; Tree plant-
ing ceremony in remembrance of Bishop McFadden, Bishop McDe-
vitt High School, Harrisburg, 2 p.m.; Sacrament of Confirmation, St.  
Aloysius Church, Littlestown, 5:30 p.m.

May 3 – Sacrament of Confirmation, St. Francis Xavier Church, 
Gettysburg, 10 a.m. 

May 5 – Mass for Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic 
Women’s Convention, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 10 a.m.

May 9 – Sacrament of Confirmation, St. Patrick Church, 
Carlisle, 5:30 p.m.

May 10 – Celebrant and Homilist for Mass at Diocesan Men’s 
Conference, Bishop McDevitt High School, Harrisburg.
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Thoughts from a 
Catholic  Evangelist

Sister Geralyn 
Schmidt, SCC

Providing Help, 
Creating Hope

Christopher Meehan

By Chris Meehan
Special to The Witness

Spring is finally here! 
Here is an update on a few of the many things happening at Catholic Charities:

Volunteers Needed for St. Elizabeth Guild
To borrow a slogan from the United States Marines, Catholic Charities is 

looking for a few good men and women.
More specifically, we’re looking for individuals who 

want to get involved with our organization. We’re look-
ing for people to help us 
raise money, plan events, 
volunteer at our programs, 
and create awareness about 
us in their local communi-
ties.

Back in 2011, Catho-
lic Charities launched the 
“Saint Elizabeth Guild in 
Support of Catholic Charities.” The primary goals of 
this group were to provide assistance with fundraising 
events, to provide volunteer resources for our various 
programs, and to create community awareness about our agency.

Over the past few years, the Guild has been very helpful in many areas, 
including our Interfaith Shelter Golf Classic, our Come and See Dinner, and 
the Guild’s “Souper Bowl Sunday” soup sale. These important fundraisers 
provide much-needed dollars for our programs.

The challenge we are facing with the Guild is that we need more people. 
Currently, there are a handful of people involved. Like any volunteer organi-
zation, having too few people do the majority of the work is going to lead to 
burnout.

So that is why I am taking this opportunity to ask for help. I am hopeful 
that there are other individuals interested in being a part of the Saint Elizabeth 
Guild who will help us reenergize our group.

Our efforts have been focused on the Harrisburg region, but I envision a 
group of Guild members in Lancaster, York, and/or other areas of the diocese. 
I would love to be able to report that there are various activities taking place 
in different regions.

But to get to that point, we need people to get involved. Are you interested? 
If so, contact me at 717-657-4804 (ext 284) or cmeehan@cchbg.org so we 
can get rolling. I look forward to hearing from you soon!

Interfaith Shelter Golf Classic – May 12
Now that winter appears to finally be over, we are looking forward to the 

12th Annual Interfaith Shelter Golf Classic on May 12. This event is the larg-
est fundraiser of the year for the Interfaith Shelter for Homeless Families. 
Our tournament will take place at Blue Ridge Country Club in Harrisburg, 
and it will be a four-person scramble format. Golfers of all abilities are wel-
come. Not a golfer? Please consider a donation to the event to help support 
the shelter.

Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community – May 17
On May 17, Catholic Charities will be one of 45 nonprofit organizations 

participating in the Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community. Because High-
mark underwrites all of the costs associated with the walk, 100% of the dol-
lars raised by walkers will benefit the participating organizations. All of the 
money raised by the walkers for Catholic Charities will benefit Lourdeshouse 
Maternity Home. Can’t join us for the walk? Please consider making a dona-
tion to help support Lourdeshouse.

For more information about either of these events, visit our newly designed 
Web site, www.cchbg.org. Thank you for your continued interest in, and sup-
port of, Catholic Charities. Happy spring!

(Chris Meehan is the Director of Development for Catholic Charities of the 
Diocese of Harrisburg.)

Make a Difference  
for Catholic Charities

By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

Recently, I had the pleasure of walking through a small art museum in 
northern New Jersey. The exhibits that were displayed 
at the museum centered on Hurricane Sandy and the 
devastation that the storm caused. Besides this exhibit, 
the museum also exhibited 
paintings that were created 
on quilts. The pieces ex-
perimented with color as 
well as various textures. I 
was totally intrigued with 
what I witnessed.

As I sauntered through-
out the display areas digesting the beauty and the 
power of art, I kept hearing a child’s voice. High-
pitched squeaks and laughter were intermingled with, 
“Hey, buddy! Don’t run too far ahead of mom and me!” Eventually, our 
paths intercepted. I realized that this child was no more than two and a half 
years old and came up barely to my thigh. When he spied me, he stopped 
dead in his tracks. I bent over and said, “Hello, sir! How are you today?” 
and then stood up. He began at my shoes and panned up with his eyes to my 
face. Upon processing the vertical distance from the floor to the top of my 
head, he exclaimed, “Whoaaa!” His father, in hot pursuit, stood there and 
took in the entire scene. We both laughed at the boy’s reaction and the dad 
said, “Ah, Sister! Can I take a picture of you? This is the first time he has 
stopped all day!” 

I was reminded of this encounter when I read a short poem by Mary Oli-
ver that was within an article in the Emmanuel Magazine. The article was 
called, “The New Evangelization: A Eucharistic Orientation by Owen F. 
Cummings (Emmanuel Publication, Vol. 119, No. 6, pg. 505). The poem 
purposes: “Instructions for Living a Life: Pay attention. Be astonished. Tell 
about it.”  

Pay Attention: As a teacher, I was constantly calling my students to attend 
to the instruction and the activities going on within my class. As an evange-
list, I sometimes feel like standing on the rooftops and calling out, “Wake 
up! Come on! Don’t you understand the richness of your faith? Don’t you 
understand that God loves you intimately? God waits for you to make the 
first step in responding to His love.” Part of “paying attention” is not only 
knowing but understanding that each of us is part of a community of believ-
ers that is called a PARISH that is part of the global Church. The Church 
should be at the center of our sacramental and liturgical life, as well as the 
place that we go to be spiritually fed. It should be the place in which our 
hopes and joys are sustained and nurtured. Being a joy-filled, God-centered 
person is truly countercultural. This is why we all need to pay attention to 
how the Holy Spirit is working in our lives every single day.

Be astonished: Amazement, surprise and wonder should be part of our 
lived experience of who God is, as our finite minds and hearts reflect on the 
infinite God. The “whoaaa” of that toddler as he reflected on my nearly six-
foot height is a mere fraction of what our “whoaaa” should be as we contem-
plate God’s love. Astonishment is nurtured through a commitment to prayer, 
reflection and study. Our brains need to be fed not only with knowledge of 
why we do what we do, but who we truly are in the light of our baptism. We 
are God’s sons and daughters! We live and move and have our being in God 
(Acts 17:28). We belong to a community of saints who have left us a library 
of words of wisdom through the simple sharing of their stories. This is a rich 
legacy, since they model how we should be living.

Tell about it: This is the essence of what the new evangelization is all 
about. Telling others about Christ is the foundation of every missionary ac-
tion of the Church ever since the apostles were originally sent out. Each 
of us must participate in this mission. If you truly love God, then that love 
should and must spill over into action. Words alone are not the sole means 
of evangelization. Words help, but actions speaker louder. Our culture can 
be evangelized when we do ordinary actions in an extraordinary way. Words 
associated with St. Francis of Assisi describe this notion in this way: “Evan-
gelize with our whole life, and if necessary, use words.”

What can assist us to pay attention, be astonished, and tell others? The Eu-
charist. Understanding of what grace the Eucharist brings forth in our lives, 
as well as how it unites and creates the Church, leads to spiritual maturity. 
Jesus himself said, “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me 
and I in them.” (Jn 6:56). Upon reflection of this, I am left with one word: 
“Whoaaa!” What about you?

(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network 
Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and a member of the IT Depart-
ment. An educator for 28 years, she is responsible for Professional Develop-
ment Programs for every age learner. Through her presentations, she chal-
lenges her audiences to be the individual God has called them to be.) 

The New  
Evangelization – 

Eucharist
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Finalists in the National Merit Scholarship Program were recently recognized by the Diocese of Harrisburg. Pictured with Fa-
ther Edward J. Quinlan, Diocesan Secretary of Education, left, and Bishop Ronald W. Gainer are, front row, Megan Berg of 
Trinity High School and Rachel Hottle of Delone Catholic, and, back row, Joshua Riley of Lancaster Catholic, Adam Dessyn 
of York Catholic, and Alexander Ringlein of Lancaster Catholic.

Five diocesan high school students 
have earned recognition this year as 
Finalists in the annual National Merit 
Scholarship Program: Megan Berg 
of Trinity High School in Camp Hill,  
Rachel Hottle of Delone Catholic High 
School in McSherrystown, Joshua  
Riley and Alexander Ringlein of  
Lancaster Catholic High School, and 
Adam Desseyn of York Catholic High 
School.

The five students enjoyed a luncheon 
with Bishop Ronald W. Gainer, hosted 
by the Diocesan Department for Catho-
lic Schools on April 15 at the Cardinal 
Keeler Center in Harrisburg.

The National Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram is an annual academic competi-
tion for high school students to receive 
recognition and college scholarships. 
Nearly 1.5 million students enter the 
program each year. To become a Final-
ist, a student must have an outstand-
ing academic record throughout high 
school, be endorsed and recommended 
by the high school principal, and earn 
SAT scores that confirm the student’s 
earlier performance on the qualifying 
test. The student must also complete 
an application and essay detailing their 
participation and leadership in school 
and community activities.

Megan Berg of Trinity High School 
is involved in Strings, where she twice 
participated in district orchestra. She 
also plays on the volleyball team, 
serves as a Shamrock Ambassador, is a 
member of the National Honor Society, 
and volunteers at her school and her 
parish of St. Katharine Drexel in Me-
chanicsburg.

Rachel Hottle of Delone Catholic is 
active in concert band, chorus, cross 

By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness

Corpus Christi school students in Chambersburg 
connected with NASA’s Mission Control on April 
10 via a webcam at Brooks Science Center on the 
campus of Wilson College. The virtual visit was part 
of Corpus Christi School’s ongoing relationship with 
NASA Explorer School.

Last year, students participated in classroom sci-
ence projects that were then taken by their teachers 
– Amanda Blough, Amy Fetteroff and Kelly Hocken-
smith – on a zero-gravity flight. This year, the school 
was rewarded with a $5,000 grant used for six Lego 
Mindstorms Ev3 sets, which allow the students to 
create and command robots. They were also given  

the opportunity to speak live with a robotics special-
ist at Mission Control.

Several students were selected to ask questions, 
which included, “How do you train for operations 
on the International Space Station?” and “What pro-
gramming language do you use to program your ro-
bots?” Each student’s question was answered in a 
professional manner, but also in a way understand-
able to the students. The specialist at Mission Control 
also showed some coverage of the Space Station as 
well as some live training taking place in Houston.

Amanda Blough said that she hopes her students 
are inspired by the conversation and understand what 
hard work and dedication these robotics specialists 
have put into their careers.

Corpus  
Christi Makes  
Contact with  

Mission Control

National Merit Scholars Honored

country, Student Council, the National 
Honor Society, and the Interact Club. 
She plans to attend Swarthmore Col-
lege, double majoring in music, with a 
concentration in flute performance, and 
political science.

Joshua Riley of Lancaster Catholic is 
involved in Student Council, National 
Honor Society, Quiz Bowl and march-
ing band. He is president of the Respect 
Life Club, and has been awarded a sil-

ver key in Scholastic Art and Writing. 
Alexander Ringlein, also of Lancast-

er Catholic, is the only student from 
the school to ever be accepted into the 
National Concert Band. He has been 
involved in school musicals, as well as 
local and regional band and orchestra. 
He is President of the National Honor 
Society and has received the University 
of Rochester’s Bausch & Lomb Honor-
ary Science Award.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Above: Eric Trinh asks a question of the robotics spe-
cialists at NASA.
Right: Students from Corpus Christi School in  
Chambersburg participate in a live chat with NASA’s 
Mission Control from the science center at Wilson 
College. 

Adam Desseyn of York Catholic is a 
member of the Boy Scouts, the Nation-
al Honor Society and the Prom Com-
mittee. He is an Eagle Scout, and has 
been a winner of National Novel Writ-
ing Month. Adam has been awarded a 
full scholarship to DeSales University, 
where he plans to earn a degree in com-
puter science with an emphasis in game 
design.
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‘Beginning Experience’ Weekends for 
Those Suffering the Loss of a Spouse

Camp Hebron, 957 Camp Hebron Road in Halifax 
June 13-15 and Oct. 31-Nov. 2. 

Beginning Experience is an approved Roman Catholic program designed for those suffering the loss of 
a spouse through death, divorce or separation. Hundreds of persons have been helped to move towards 
successful, productive, happy lives by attending one of these weekends. Beginning Experience is the 
Church at work, providing help, healing and spiritual restoration. 

Reserve your space on a weekend to take advantage of this program of support, healing and encour-
agement. Deadline for the June 13-15 weekend is May 13. Late registrations may be accepted if space is 
available. 

Check the diocesan Web site, www.hbgdiocese.org, and go to marriage and family, or visit www.begin-
ningexperience.org. Information can also be obtained by contacting the Harrisburg Beginning Experience 
Team at 717-512-2718 or harrisburgbe@gmail.com.

Save the Date
Harrisburg Diocesan  

Council of Catholic Women
Fourth Annual Weekend Retreat

June 13 – 15, 2014
Mount St. Mary’s University,  

Emmitsburg, Md.

Father John Schmalhofer, pastor of St. Vincent 
de Paul Parish in Hanover, Retreat Master

All women of the Harrisburg Diocese are cor-
dially invited to join us for this spiritual week-
end.  To register, or for more information, con-
tact Barbara McCarthy at 717-534-1858 or  
FranBarbMc@aol.com.

By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness    

Did you know “God’s NOT 
Dead” and “Heaven Is For 
Real?” 

Maybe you haven’t noticed, 
or maybe you have: Holly-
wood has had an increase in 
Christian themed movies in the 
last few months. 

It began with “Son of God,” 
released Feb. 28 by Hearst En-
tertainment Productions and 
LightWorkers Media. This film 
was quickly dismissed by most 
movie critiques, claiming poor 
acting and mediocre filming. 
However, many movie-goer 
reports were high and, in fact, 
the film grossed $59,437,041 
by April 20. For compari-
son, well-known director Wes 
Anderson’s film “Grand Bu-
dapest Hotel” has grossed 
$44,964,929 as of April 20, 
and has been in the box office 
since March 7, only eight days 
less than “Son of God.”

Watching the film, I easily re-
lated to Jesus. He is portrayed 
very much as a human and 
common man. As the movie 
grows in its plot and Jesus con-
tinues to find his disciples, you 
can’t help but wish to be one of 
them. There are moments in the 
film when you want to scream 
at the screen, “How could our 
ancestors not have believed!?” 

The film is in the style of “The 
Passion of Christ,” but is ex-
tremely different too. It shares 
several of Jesus’ most known 
miracles, and you understand 
Jesus as a man. It made me re-
late and contemplate my own 
actions and how sometimes we 
lack faith, just like Peter, who 
tells the story through the film. 
Similar to the film “Noah,” re-
leased in March, you have to 
follow the plot loosely com-
pared to that of Church teach-
ing. But if nothing else is taken 
from either film, I’d hope that 
it creates curiosity. Especially 
“Noah.”

As I sat in the theater wait-
ing for “Noah” to begin, I was 
skeptical. I’d heard all the re-
views, secular and Christian. I 
thought I was in for the longest 
two hours of my life. But the 
opening scene is beautiful and 

CNS/FOX
Roma Downey stars in a scene from the movie “Son of God.” 

Lights, Camera (Faith in) Action!

all about Creation, by God, not a big bang. 
As the film continued, it became a little 
silly, for Hollywood purposes. Is it likely 
angels were dismissed from heaven be-
cause of their love for Adam and Eve? And 
when their glowing spirit fell from the sky, 
it molted into a rock form like something 
out of “The Lord of the Rings.” This I 
doubt. But if you watch “Noah” for what 
it is – a fun and action-packed Hollywood 
film – you just might find yourself enjoy-
ing it and also wanting to go back and read 
the Bible. 

It had been years since I had devoted 
any time to reading Genesis, and one of 
the first things I did after viewing “Noah” 
was turn my Bible open to the beginning 
of man. I wanted to know more about Cain 
and Abel, and exactly who Noah descend-
ed from. I give it to Hollywood, they found 
a happy medium to please the common 
movie audience, all the while introducing 
the Bible. There is a scene in the Arc where 
they calm the animals and send them into a 
deep sleep until after the great flood. Noah 
and his sons walk around with what mim-
ics the incense used by priests at the altar. 
I thought this was a beautiful symbolic 
gesture from Hollywood. And though they 
never say God once in the movie, instead 
using the word Creator, there is an undeni-
able devoutness from “Noah.”     

“Son of God” and “Noah” created emo-
tion and curiosity for the Bible. If even 
just one person who has never read Scrip-
ture went home and Googled “Genesis” or 

“the Last Supper,” then Hollywood was 
preaching without even realizing it.

“God’s Not Dead” is an obvious Chris-
tian film. It challenges the viewer to be-
lieve even when no one around them does. 
The plot follows a young man who takes 
a philosophy class in his first year of col-
lege. On the first day of class, the profes-
sor wants to get one thing out of the way 
for the rest of the semester: God is dead. 
He is an atheist and insists that students 
will not speak about the existence of a 
great being. The young man refuses to 
agree with the professor, and, as a result, 
must prove God's not dead. We follow this 
young man as those around him, all Chris-
tian, tell him to give in and just do what 
the professor wants. We also follow sev-
eral other characters in their trials of belief 
and non-belief. The final scene of the film 
gives reassurance of God’s great forgive-
ness. And it even challenges the viewer to 
text everyone in their phone, “God’s Not 
Dead.” 

I saw this film after watching “Noah,” 
but before seeing “Son of God.” I thought 
that was the perfect placement. After the 
movie, I spoke with my sister, who asked 
me, “What did you take away from the 
film?” At first I wasn’t sure how to an-
swer the question, because the movie was 
so honest about its belief that I thought, 
“Why do I even need to take anything 
away?” But then I realized it was Jesus. 
The film did such an amazing job at con-
necting you to Jesus. And I’d say as I final-

ized my film binge, “Heaven Is for Real” 
did the same thing.

“Heaven Is for Real” is a movie based 
on an award-winning novel about a true 
story of a four-year-old boy who has a 
near death experience and believes he vis-
ited heaven. The young boy in the film is 
the son of a small town preacher, and as 
he begins to tell his father about his ex-
periences, the father becomes more and 
more curious, all the while having his faith 
questioned and at the same time strength-
ened. The film itself is a little quirky, but 
a good experience. And again, it creates 
curiosity about faith. How easily we can 
say we believe but, just like Peter, quickly 
come to deny God?

I’m still fascinated that the big screen 
has chosen not to deny God. That there 
are quality films for families to attend and 
open discussion about Jesus is remarkable. 
Perhaps Hollywood is trying its hand at the 
way it used to create films, harkening back 
to the 50s and 60s, when “The Ten Com-
mandments” was created, or “The Greatest 
Story Ever Told.” 

Or maybe it’s just time for the secular 
world to know “God’s Not Dead.”

(Continuing with showings of faith-
based movies, Regal Entertainment Group 
in Harrisburg will host a limited showing 
on May 6 of “Irreplaceable,” Presented 
by Focus on the Family. The viewing is at 
7:30 p.m.)
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The exuberance of youth on fire with the Catholic 
faith spilled down the steps of the state Capitol 

April 13 as upwards of 1,000 teens gathered for the an-
nual Palm Sunday liturgy in Harrisburg. 

Singing and dancing as they rejoiced in the faith and 
offered praise and worship to God, they were greeted by 
Bishop Ronald W. Gainer for the celebration of Mass 
and the blessing of palms.

As the last strains of “Hosanna in the highest!” echoed 
down State Street, the bishop reminded the youth that 
their commemoration of the Lord’s entrance into Jerusa-
lem is not a reenactment, but a mystery for today.

“Today, as we walk with these palms in this glorious 
liturgical procession, we are reaffirming our discipleship 
in Jesus,” the bishop told them.

Looking up at the sight of hundreds of their peers 
praising God on the Capitol steps, Meghan Freed and 
Regan Warren from St. Joseph Parish in York couldn’t 
help but feel inspired.

“Even though everybody has their own way of cel-
ebrating their faith and expressing their joy in Christ, 
it’s exciting to see that there are so many other young 
people who keep the faith alive and are passionate about 
it,” Regan said.

The girls are members of the Ignite Catholic Youth 
Ministry, which brings teens from St. Joseph and St. Pat-
rick parishes into an intimate relationship with Christ. 

They said that their involvement with Ignite has led 
them to participate in events such as the Fan the Fire ral-
ly, the Steubenville youth conference and the diocesan 
World Youth Day celebration on Palm Sunday.

“Events like this really give us an opportunity to grow 
and express our faith with other people,” Meghan said. 
“We want to do whatever we can in our community to 
bring the love and the joy of God to others.”

Following the blessing of palms, participants pro-
cessed to St. Patrick Cathedral, where the celebration 
of Mass continued. Several teens proclaimed the Lord’s 
Passion from the Gospel of Matthew.

In his homily, Bishop Gainer pointed to the “clash of 
human emotions” presented in the Palm Sunday liturgy: 
from the joy of Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem to the 
grief of his suffering and death; and from his gathering 
with the disciples at the Last Supper to his abandonment.

“All of these conflicting emotions and experiences are 
brought together in this liturgy just as they come togeth-
er in our lives,” he said. “We know that rollercoaster in 
our lives; the highs and the lows, the ups and the downs. 
Just as in our lives as in this liturgy, they can only be 

Palm Sunday ~ A Mystery Unfolding Today
John Mullen and Josh Konkolics of St. Columba Parish in Bloomsburg join their peers in an  
exuberant demonstration of the love for their faith by singing and dancing to songs of praise and 
worship on the Capitol steps during the diocese’s World Youth Day celebration on Palm Sunday.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Bishop Ronald W. Gainer listens to the Gospel reading proclaimed after the blessing of palms on the steps of the 
Capitol.More PALM SUNDAY, page 8
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Holy Thursday ~ Christ Came to Serve

Left: Megan Berg 
lends her talent on the 
strings as part of the  
instrumentalists and 
vocalists from  
Trinity High School 
in Camp Hill who led 
the congregation in 
song during the Palm 
Sunday Mass.

Right: Members of  
the Diocesan Youth  

Council carry  
the cross in the  

recessional for the 
Palm Sunday Mass, 
for which youth from 

across the diocese 
filled St. Patrick  

Cathedral.

held together in a harmonious tension by a mystery – the 
mystery of God’s love for us.”

He exhorted the teens to “make a new resolve not to be 
afraid of anything, but to love Jesus as he loves us, and 

Palm Sunday
Continued from 7

to allow whatever cross comes our way to only open us 
to divine love and to the hope and conviction that every 
cross holds the promise of new life, joy and glory.”

The annual Palm Sunday celebration is planned and led 
by the Diocesan Youth Council, a group of young people 
from parishes and Catholic high schools that focuses on 
messages and service opportunities to take to their peers. 

As part of the celebration, the council selects an orga-
nization to receive monies collected during the Offertory. 
At this year’s Mass, $1,497.56 was collected for Cross 
Catholic Outreach, a ministry that serves the poor to help 
them break the cycle of poverty while advancing Catholic 
evangelization.

(By Jen Reed, The Catholic Witness.)

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Celebrated during the evening on the Thursday of Holy Week, the Church 
begins its observance of the Easter Triduum and commemorates the Last 

Supper on Holy Thursday.
The “Ceremonial of Bishops,” which presents rubrics on conducting liturgical 

celebrations, sets forth that “This Mass is, first of all, the memorial of the institution 
of the Eucharist, that is, of the Memorial of the Lord’s Passover, by which under 
sacramental signs he perpetuated among us the sacrifice of the New Law. The Mass 
of the Lord’s Supper is also the memorial of the institution of the priesthood, by 

which Christ’s mission and sacrifice are perpetuated in the world” (#297).
Just as the Lord Jesus washed the feet of his disciples at the Last Supper as a sign 

that Christians should love one another, at the Holy Thursday Mass celebrated at 
St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg, Bishop Ronald W. Gainer washed the feet of 
diocesan seminarians studying for the priesthood.

At the conclusion of Mass, the Blessed Sacrament was placed in a special reposi-
tory, with the faithful invited to spend time in prayer, representing the disciples’ 
staying with the Lord in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
At the Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper, Bishop Ronald W. Gainer washes the feet of seminarians Anthony San Severino, left, and Gregory Kramp, right. The 
practice of the washing of the feet represents the service and charity of Christ.



April 25, 2014 • The
 Catholic Witness - 9 

The Chrism Mass ~  
Uniting the Faithful in the Sacraments

Celebrated on Monday of Holy Week, the 
Chrism Mass is the sacred liturgy during 

which the bishop consecrates the Sacred Chrism 
and blesses the holy oils that will be used in the 
celebration of the sacraments in parishes through-
out the coming year.

On this solemn occasion, the bishop blesses the 
Oil of the Sick, which is used in the Anointing of 
the Sick, and the Oil of the Catechumens, which 
is used in anointing those preparing to receive the 
Sacrament of Baptism. 

During this Mass, the bishop also consecrates 
the Sacred Chrism, used in the baptism of children, 
the Sacrament of Confirmation, the ordination of 
priests and bishops, and the dedication of altars.

Like all sacred oils, Chrism is made from olive 
oil and is scented with Balsam. It symbolizes God’s 
overflowing grace and serves as a reminder of our 
call to serve a sacred purpose.  

In his homily during the solemn Mass, celebrated 
at St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg, Bishop Ron-
ald W. Gainer told the congregation that the Chrism 
Mass “is a celebration for all the Christian faithful.”

“Every member of the priestly people is conse-
crated by anointing for mission and sacramental 
preparation,” he said. 

“Our active participation today in this Chrism 
Mass is an opportunity to share in the joy that these 
oils will bring to so many,” Bishop Gainer said.

“On many of those occasions when these oils 
will be used, few people may actually be present; 
in some cases perhaps only the sick person and the 
priest. But by our participation today in the prepa-
ration of these holy oils, every one of them is really 
an action of the whole Church, in union with the 
ministry of the bishop,” he remarked. “You and I 
may not be physically present when these oils are 
used, but we are united with every sacramental cel-
ebration in the Body of Christ.”

The Chrism Mass also emphasizes the ministry 
of priests, who renew their commitment to priestly 
service in the presence of the bishop, and with the 
support and prayers of the faithful present.

“We cannot fail to recognize the vast majority 
of priests who remain faithful, by God’s grace, 
and daily live and serve as Christ in our midst,” 
Bishop Gainer said. “This steadfast fidelity and 
selfless dedication does not make printed head-
lines, nor is it reported in the evening news. But we 
who are served can never take for granted or forget 
our faithful priests. My sisters and brothers, never 
cease praying for your priests.”

(By Jen Reed, The Catholic Witness.)

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Bishop Ronald W. Gainer pours balsam into the oil for the Sacred Chrism. The scented balsam symbolizes 
God’s overflowing grace and serves as a reminder of our call to serve a sacred purpose.

Above: Bishop Ronald W. Gainer breathes over 
the vessel of the Sacred Chrism.
Right: Priests serving in the diocese participate 
in the Chrism Mass, celebrated on Monday of 
Holy Week at St. Patrick Cathedral. It is during 
this Mass that they renew their commitment to 
priestly service.
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The Easter Vigil ~  
The Greatest of All Solemnities

The greatest and most noble of all solemnities, the Eas-
ter Vigil is the night when the Church keeps watch 

and awaits Christ’s return in glory. 
The Roman Missal states: “On Holy Saturday, the Church 

waits at the Lord’s tomb in prayer and fasting, meditating 
on his Passion and Death and on his Descent into Hell, and 
awaiting the Lord’s Resurrection.”

The Easter Vigil is celebrated in parishes throughout the 
diocese. Bishop Ronald W. Gainer celebrated the Easter 

Seminarians process into St. Patrick Cathedral with can-
dles for the celebration of the Easter Vigil.

Vigil at St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg. It began outside 
with the creation of a blazing fire, the flames of which dis-
pelled the darkness and offered light in the night.

With the congregation assembled around the fire, the Pas-
chal Candle was brought forward as the symbol of the light 
of Christ scattering the darkness, and lit from the fire. 

The congregation then processed into the darkened Ca-
thedral with candles, following the Paschal Candle in pro-
cession as a sign of following the light of Christ. The Cathe-
dral lights were then lit for the continuation of the liturgy.

At the Easter Vigil, the Exsultet is also proclaimed, as are 
seven readings from the Old Testament and two readings 
from the New Testament. They serve as a recounting of the 
deeds of the history of salvation. 

It is also during the Easter Vigil that new members of the 
Catholic Church are baptized, confirmed and receive Holy 
Communion for the first time. 

The “Rubrics of the Easter Vigil” state that the Vigil, by 
its nature, should not begin before nightfall, and should 
end before daybreak on Easter Sunday. The Easter Vigil is 
the turning point of the Triduum, marking Christ’s passage 
from death into life.

In a darkened St.  
Patrick Cathedral, a 

young girl watches as 
faithful light their candles 
for the celebration of the 

Easter Vigil.

Deacon Lawrence Crudup processes 
with the Paschal Candle towards the 
steps of the cathedral.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Bishop Ronald W. 
Gainer lights the 
Paschal Candle 
from the blazing fire 
prepared outside of 
St. Patrick Cathedral 
for the Easter Vigil. 
The Paschal Candle 
serves as a symbol 
of the light of Christ 
that scatters the 
darkness.
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Divine Mercy image from the Cardinal Keeler Center 
in Harrisburg. Divine Mercy Sunday takes place on 
the Second Sunday of Easter, April 27 this year.

By Jim Gontis
Special to The Witness

I am Love and Mercy itself. This is the heart of Jesus’ 
message of Divine Mercy that he entrusted in the 1930s to 
a simple Polish nun, Sister Maria Faustina of the Blessed 
Sacrament, now known as St. Faustina. In this series of pri-
vate revelations from 1934-1938, the Lord Jesus told Sister 
Faustina that he wanted her to be his “apostle and secre-
tary” of mercy and to write down all that he would tell her. 
His message of divine mercy would go out to the world 
through her diary entitled “Divine Mercy in My Soul.”  

Faustina was called by Jesus to be an instrument of his 
mercy. She offered her many hardships and sufferings in 
union with Christ’s suffering in reparation for the sins of 
humanity and for divine mercy for souls. She exemplified 
humility, joy, purity and obedience. These were the fruits 
of the graces she received from the Holy Eucharist, which 
she called the Fount of Mercy, from the Sacrament of Pen-
ance, and through the powerful intercession of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Mother of Mercy.

On August 26, 1978, Albino Luciani was elected pope 
and took the name John Paul I. Thirty-three days later, he 
was dead, and there was need for another conclave. There 
emerged from this conclave a man of whom most of the 
world outside of Poland was not aware. Entering the con-
clave as Karol Cardinal Wojtyla, Archbishop of Krakow, 
on October 16, 1978, he exited the conclave as Pope John 
Paul II. The new pope was intimately aware of the Divine 
Mercy revelations and had been a promoter of them and 
of Sister Faustina while in Poland. He would soon take 
this message to the world stage. Pope John Paul II was 
inextricably linked throughout his life with the message 
of Divine Mercy, both by his personal example and in his 
official acts as Christ’s Chief Vicar on Earth, the Servant of 
the Servants of God.  

In 1993, Pope John Paul II beatified Sister Faustina, and 
in the Great Jubilee Year 2000, he canonized her and of-
ficially instituted the Second Sunday of Easter as Divine 
Mercy Sunday. In God’s Providence, this beloved pope 
died on the Vigil of Divine Mercy, May 2, 2005. This year, 
on April 27, 2014, Divine Mercy Sunday, he, along with 
Blessed John XXIII, will be raised to the altars by Pope 
Francis.  

In the movie version of C.S. Lewis’s classic “The Lion, 
the Witch, and the Wardrobe,” when St. Nicholas arrives 
on the scene, he slings the heavy sack of gifts from his 
sleigh and proceeds to give the Pevensie children, Peter, 
Susan and Lucy, their gifts. After explaining the signifi-
cance of each, he says, “Remember, these are tools, not 
toys.” They are tools for the battle that St. Nicholas knows 
the children will be engaged in against the White Witch 
and her minions. 

This is an allegory, of course, for the battle each Chris-
tian must wage against his or her own sinfulness, against 
the harmful elements in the culture, and against Satan 
and his minions. The Divine Mercy devotions are spiri-
tual weapons that Our Lord gives us to wage and win the 
Christian battle. They are tools for us in this fight – a fight 
for life over death, good over evil, mercy over vengeance.

The Image of Divine Mercy
You will find this image in many Catholic churches and 

homes. You will often find it placed near the confessional 
to signify that the Sacrament of Penance is a sacrament 
of the limitless mercy of God. When Jesus first appeared 
to Sister Faustina, he appeared in a white robe, his right 
hand held in blessing, and his left hand pointing toward 
his Heart, from which a red ray and pale ray were issuing 
forth. These rays signify the blood and water which came 
forth from Jesus’ Sacred Heart when his side was pierced 
by the Roman centurion’s spear while he slept in death 
upon the Cross. The red ray also symbolizes the blood of 
the Holy Eucharist, and the pale ray the waters of Baptism. 

Jesus told Faustina to have an image painted of himself 
according to how he appeared to her, and to have the words 
“Jesus, I trust in You!” (Jezu Ufam Tobie!) written at the 
bottom. Faustina followed Our Lord’s instructions, but 
when she saw the image, she wept because, while beauti-
ful, it could not compare to the exceedingly more beautiful 
reality of Our Lord in the flesh, whom Faustina had gazed 
upon. Jesus consoled Faustina by telling her, “Not in the 
beauty of the color, nor of the brush lies the greatness of 
this image, but in My grace” (313). He also told her, “I 
desire that this image be venerated, first in your chapel, 
and then throughout the world” (47). Finally, our Incarnate 
Lord emphasized that the image itself would be a great in-
strument of his grace. “By means of this image I shall grant 
many graces to souls. It is to be a reminder of the demands 
of My mercy, because even the strongest faith is of no avail 
without works” (742).  

Divine Mercy Chaplet
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is a prayer normally prayed 

on Rosary beads.  
We begin with the Sign of the Cross. Then, on the first 

three small beads, we pray the Our Father, then a Hail 
Mary, then the Apostles’ Creed.  

On each of the Our Father beads, the following prayer 
is either recited or chanted: “Eternal Father, I offer you the 

To the Wellspring of Mercy: Jezu Ufam Tobie!

Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity, of your dearly beloved 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and 
those of the whole world.”  

On each of the Hail Mary beads, we pray the following 
words: “For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy 
on us and on the whole world.” 

At the end of the Chaplet, we recite three times: “Holy 
God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy 
on us and on the whole world.”  

We conclude as we began, with the Sign of the Cross.
In “Divine Mercy in My Soul,” Faustina wrote that Jesus 

spoke these words to her regarding the Chaplet: “Say un-
ceasingly the chaplet I have taught you. Whoever will re-
cite it will receive great mercy at the hour of death. Priests 
will recommend it to sinners as their last hope of salvation. 
Even if there were a sinner most hardened, if he were to 
recite this chaplet only once, he would receive grace from 
My infinite mercy. I desire to grant unimaginable graces to 
those souls who trust in My Mercy” (687). Our Lord later 
told Sister Faustina, “Write that when they say this chap-
let in the presence of the dying, I will stand between my 
Father and the dying person, not as the just Judge, but as 
the merciful Savior” (1541). This does not imply that the 
Chaplet is a substitute for the sacraments – it is not. But 
we don’t want to go to the other extreme either and lightly 
regard the words from Our Lord to Saint Faustina. These 
are strong words.  This is a powerful prayer. It can help 
people get to Heaven.  

Novena to the Divine Mercy
One of the most commonly prayed novenas in the 

Church today is the Novena to the Divine Mercy. My wife, 
our children and I pray this each year, as do my parents, my 
mother-in-law, and many of the faithful around the world. 
It begins on Good Friday and ends on Saturday in the Oc-
tave of Easter. There are prayers that are proper to each day 
for different groups of people. By the end of the novena, 
we have prayed for God’s Divine Mercy to envelop the 
world.

For each group, Jesus says, “Today bring to Me…”
• First Day …all mankind, especially sinners… 
• Second Day …the souls of Priests and Religious…
• Third Day  …all devout and faithful souls…
• Fourth Day  …those who do not believe in God and 
• those who do not yet know me…
• Fifth Day  …those who have separated themselves 
from the Church…
• Sixth Day  …the meek and humble souls and the 
souls of little children…
• Seventh  Day  …the souls of those who especially 
glorify and venerate My Mercy…
• Eighth Day …the souls who are detained in Purgatory…
• Ninth Day …souls who have become lukewarm…

3 PM – The Hour of Great Mercy
The Lord Jesus asked St. Faustina, and us, to pray in 

a special way at the 3 o’clock hour each afternoon. This 
was the hour that Our Lord expired on the Cross so that 
Heaven, which had been closed since the Fall of Adam, 

might be opened to the human race by the New Adam. It 
points toward a particular efficacy of prayers said during 
this hour in virtue of the Lord’s Passion.  

My wife, Eva, and I, as time and responsibilities permit, 
try to take a few minutes (or at least a few moments) to 
pray during this hour. Often it takes the form of adoration 
followed by intercessory prayer for family, relatives and 
friends, those with whom we work, the conversion of sin-
ners, the salvation of the dying, the souls in Purgatory, the 
Holy Father, the Church, those suffering particularly heavy 
crosses, etc. A few requests Our Lord makes regarding this 
Hour of Great Mercy are:

• To implore his mercy for the whole world and 
especially for sinners
• To immerse ourselves, if only for a moment, in his 
Passion and particularly in his abandonment at 
the moment of agony
• To immerse ourselves in the Lord’s mercy, adoring 
and glorifying it
Jesus asks that we make these requests at this hour “in 

virtue of His Passion,” (1320).
Divine Mercy Sunday

About the Feast of Mercy, Jesus told St. Faustina, “It is 
My desire that it (the Feast of Divine Mercy) be solemnly 
celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter…I desire that 
the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and 
especially for poor sinners. On that day, the very depths 
of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of 
graces upon those souls who approach the fountain of My 
mercy” (699).  

On April 30, 2000, at the canonization of St. Faustina, 
Pope John Paul II proclaimed that the Second Sunday of 
Easter would be known as Divine Mercy Sunday. A ple-
nary indulgence is available to those who observe Divine 
Mercy Sunday following the usual prescriptions – sacra-
mental Confession, reception of Holy Communion, and 
freedom from all attachment to sin (always the tough one, 
I think). Many of our parishes in the Diocese of Harrisburg 
have special celebrations on Divine Mercy Sunday, April 
27 this year. Some especially fitting ways to commemorate 
Divine Mercy Sunday are:

• Go to Confession - To sincerely repent of our sins and 
to manifest this repentance through sacramental Confes-
sion.

Some parishes have the Sacrament of Penance avail-
able on the Feast of Divine Mercy. Others do not, but the 
ones that don’t would assuredly have it the day before, on 
Saturday. About the Sacrament of Penance, Jesus told St. 
Faustina, “When you go to Confession, to this fountain of 
mercy, the Blood and Water which came forth from My 
Heart always flows down upon your soul. Here the misery 
of the soul meets the God of mercy” (1602). At another 
time he tells her, “In the Tribunal of Mercy (the Sacrament 
of Penance)…the greatest miracles take place and are in-
cessantly repeated” (1448).

• Go to Mass and Receive the Holy Eucharist (if prop-
erly disposed, i.e., Catholic and in the state of grace). 

The Holy Eucharist is the greatest reality this side of 
Heaven because it is God in the flesh whom we receive in 
his totality as true God and true man – Body, Blood, Soul 
and Divinity. This is far better than winning the Super Lot-
tery. We can’t take that with us when we die, but the Eu-
charist is the Bread of Angels, the Medicine of Immortal-
ity, the Lamb of God Who takes away the sins of the world. 
Nobody and nothing in this world can top that!

• Venerate (show honor toward) an image of the Divine 
Mercy.  

A simple bow will do, perhaps adding the words, “Jesus, 
I trust in You!” We do this as an outward manifestation of 
our trust in, and thanksgiving for, God’s mercy.

• Be merciful toward others through our prayers, our 
words, and our deeds.  

If you need to be reconciled to someone or to forgive an 
enemy, stop wasting time and do it. We know not the day, 
nor the hour, when God will call us to himself! Trample on 
pride and be reconciled.  

Perhaps it is best to end with some of Jesus’ own words 
regarding his mercy: 

That mercy is of his essence: “I am Love and Mercy 
itself” (1074).

That now is the acceptable time: “While there is still 
time, let them have recourse to the fount of My mercy” 
(848).

That we, and thus our sins, have a finite quality, but that 
since Jesus is God incarnate, he, and therefore his mercy, is 
infinite and there are no sins, and no amount of sins that are 
too great for his mercy. We must but avail ourselves of it. 
Be not afraid!: “Let no soul fear to draw near to me, even 
though its sins be as scarlet” (699). “My mercy is greater 
than your sins and those of the entire world” (1485).

    Thank You, Jesus!    
    I love and adore You, Jesus!  
    Jesus, I trust in You!
(Numbers in parentheses reference the paragraph num-

bers from which quotations are taken from Saint Faustina’s 
Diary, Divine Mercy in My Soul, published by the Marians 
of the Immaculate Conception.)

(Jim Gontis is the Director of the Diocesan Department 
for Religious Education.)
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Seminarian John Kuchinski  
Receives Ministry of Acolyte

John Kuchinski, a seminarian of the Diocese of Harrisburg, was one of 53 
seminarians to receive the Ministry of Acolyte during a Mass April 6 in the 
Immaculate Conception Chapel of the Pontifical North American College in 
Rome. Archbishop Jorge Carlos Patrón Wong, Secretary for Seminaries at the 
Congregation for the Clergy in the Vatican, conferred the Ministry of Acolyte 
on the men.

Mr. Kuchinski is a native of St. Leo the Great Parish in Rohrerstown.
As part of the rite, the archbishop placed a paten – a plate of precious metal 

that contains the host – into the hands of each candidate and said, “Take this 
vessel with bread for the celebration of the Eucharist. Make your life worthy 
of your service at the table of the Lord and of his Church.”

As acolytes, the seminarians are commissioned to serve at the altar at Mass, 
to assist in the purification of Communion vessels, and are charged to take 
Holy Communion to the sick.

The seminarians are currently in their second year of theological formation 
for the priesthood and will have two additional years of studies and spiritual 
formation before being ordained to the priesthood. Reception of the Ministry 
of Acolyte follows reception of the Ministry of Lector, which was conferred 
upon them last year. It precedes ordination to the transitional diaconate. 

Gastley Scholarship Foundation to Host Dinner Raffle
Jack Connor walked many of the same footsteps as John Gastley. Coach 

Connor patrolled the sidelines of many of the same south central Pennsylva-
nia football fields as Coach Gastley. They lived in the same town, and over 
their careers both were the recipients of numerous football accolades at the 
local and state level. They both were leaders and mentors to many young 
men. Jack Conner will be the honored guest speaker at this year’s Dinner 
Raffle on May 31 at SAVES Hall in Hanover to support The John Gastley 
Scholarship Foundation.  

The foundation provides one four-year tuition award to Delone Catholic 
High School each year. Earning the scholarship has little to do with athletics. 
An 8th grader is selected through an application process based on criteria that 
examines what the student has accomplished to positively influence his or her 
community.  

At Hanover High School coaching from 1971-1998, Coach Connor impact-
ed many lives.  Coach John Gastley did not have the same length of career, 
but likely provided positive impact to as many individuals as a Delone gradu-
ate, as a teacher, as a coach, and as a business and family man.   

One $100 ticket admits two for dinner and drinks and entitles one entry 
into the $5,000 raffle.  Only 300 tickets are being sold. You do not have to 
be present to win. Food and beverages will be served and small games of 
chance are available all evening. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. at SAVES Hall, 
located at 5865 Hanover Road, Hanover. Tickets are available online at 
www.gastleyfoundation.com, by phone at 717- 717-451-9820, by e-mail at  
info@gastleyfoundation.com or via standard mail to The John Gastley  
Scholarship Foundation, PO Box 755, Hanover PA 17331.

Pregnancy & Family Resource Center  
Has New Location in York, Receives  

Knights’ Donation for Ultrasound Machine
Friends of the Pregnancy & Family Resource Center in York gathered re-

cently to celebrate the center’s new beginning at 1049 North Hartley Street 
in York. The St. Patrick Knights of Columbus Council 11872 presented the 
organization with a check for a new ultrasound machine at the reception. 
Father Keith Carroll, Administrator of St. Patrick Parish, provided a blessing.

The Pregnancy & Family Resource Center was incorporated in 1990, and 
was formerly located at 46 West Princess Street in York.  The new center 
opened its doors at the Hartley Street location to serve women and families in 
need on the Feast of the Epiphany, January 6, 2014. 

The Pregnancy & Family Resource Center provides pregnancy support ser-
vices, material assistance, a parent education program and community refer-
rals to anyone pregnant or parenting young children. All services are free 
of charge. The center has relocated to a convenient, accessible and spacious 
first-floor location, to be able to expand their services to the community, in-
cluding ultrasound. Hours of operation are Monday through Thursday from 
10 a.m.-3 p.m., Monday evenings from 6-8: p.m., and Fridays from 10 a.m.-1 
p.m. Additional hours may be available upon request by calling 717-854-
6285 or visiting the Web site, www.yorkpregnancycenter.com. 

Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in April during the 
past 25 years:
• Deacon Alphonse Formica, 1991
• Msgr. Joseph Hager, 1992
• Msgr. Bernard Mattern, 1992
• Deacon Halmon Banks Sr., 1993
• Msgr. Donald Adams, 1996
• Father Patrick D’Alessandro, 
1996
• Deacon Arthur Colonell, 1996
• Father Anthony Burakowski, 
2002
• Father Curtis Delarm, 2005
• Father Mark Matthew Casey, 
OMI, 2007
• Father Gerald Lytle, 2012
• Deacon Charles Clark, 2012.

The names of the following  
deceased persons have been submitted 
by their parishes:

ANNVILLE – St. Paul the Apostle: 
Ann Lingle.

BERWICK – St. Joseph: Regina J. 
DeMelfi.

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: 
Joseph M. Chyko, Donald E. Stock.

BONNEAUVILLE – St. Joseph 
the Worker: Marie E. Kuhn, Patricia 
Shanebrook.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: 
Catherine Catterson, Francis P. Fair.

CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus 
Christi: Alexandra “Sandy” Wilson.

COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady of 
Hope: Eugene J. Kristoff, Linda Wert.

COLUMBIA – Holy Trinity:
 Catherine Aldons, Harold  
Nikolaus, Mary L. Smith; St. Peter: 
Mary Greenya.

DANVILLE – St. Joseph: Edward 
Hennessey.

ENOLA – Our Lady of Lourdes: 
Anna H. Woratyla.

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis 
Xavier: Marie Anzengruber, Isabelle 
Goodcare, Rosetta Johnson, Dawn 
Kirschner, Eleanor Krawczyk, Phil 
Plotica, John V. White, Jr., Antonio 
Zavala.

HANOVER – St. Joseph: Mary C. 
Marchio, William Moore, Raymond 
C. Toal; St. Vincent de Paul: Josephine 
Neri.

HARRISBURG – Holy Name of 
Jesus: Elizabeth Yutronich; St.  
Catherine Labouré: James Powell, 
Helen Trautman; St. Francis of Assisi: 
Barbara Miller, Joanne Retrieve; St. 
Margaret Mary: Frank Gnall, Joyce 
Holland, Georgenna Puliti, Mary  
Richart, Mary (Mae) Thomson.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: 
Margaret Rubright.

LANCASTER – Assumption BVM: 
John Skubon.

LITTLESTOWN – St. Aloysius: 
Rhea Gingrow, Earl G. Sanders, Ed-
ward Sneeringer.

MCSHERRYSTOWN – 
Annunciation BVM: Elaine S. Murren, 
Mark E. Stock.

MECHANICSBURG – St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton: Thomas Hallett; 
St. Joseph: Bernard Brentrup, Harper 
Gore, Thomas Sullivan; St. Katharine 
Drexel: Joseph Hanlon.

MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows 
BVM: Ruth Carr, Margaret Jirik.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine 
Redeemer: Benjamin R. Frank; Our 
Lady: Agnes Gudonis, Aaron Profit.

NEW CUMBERLAND – St. 
Theresa: Evelyn Curry, Thomas  
Sullivan.

NEW FREEDOM – St. John the 
Baptist: Thomas Augustyniak, Stephen 
Wiedmaier.

ROHRERSTOWN – St. Leo the 
Great: Rosemary Giandalia, Joanne 
Petitto.

STEELTON – Prince of Peace: 
Marie McNaughton.

WAYNESBORO – St. Andrew: 
Sharon Hager, Mary Morton, Muriel 
Santucci, Alexandra “Sandy” Wilson.

YORK – St. Patrick: Ann Ferro, 
Con Thi Vu; St. Rose of Lima:  
Eduardo Pinto.

    April 27 - The Canonizations of Blessed John XXIII and Blessed John 
Paul II are featured this week on Catholic Perspective. Contributor Rose At-
kinson finds out more about the canonizations, and talks with a local travel 
coordinator who discusses the renewed interest in trips to the Holy Land and 
to Rome. 

    Karen Hurley, who traveled to Rome several times in her role as former 
president of worldwide Catholic women’s groups, also appears on the pro-
gram in our Spotlight Story. 

    Catholic Perspective is produced in cooperation with the Office of Com-
munications of the Diocese and WHFY AM 720. It can be heard Mondays at 
noon and Sundays at 3 p.m. on WHYF AM 720 and on Sunday mornings on 
WLAN-AM 1390, Lancaster at 7:30 a.m.; WHVR-AM 1280, Hanover, at 8 
a.m.; WKOK-AM 1070, Sunbury, at 6:30 a.m.; WIEZ-AM 670, Lewistown, 
at 8 a.m.; WWSM-AM 1510, Lebanon, at 7 a.m.; and WWEC-FM 88.3, Eliz-
abethtown, at 9:30 a.m. It is also available on line at www.OldiesRadio1620.
com at 6:30 a.m. and at www.WISL1480.com on Sunday at 11 a.m. It can also 
be heard online at www.hbgdiocese.org.

    Eat at Bob Evans and Benefit Catholic Radio – Bob Evans restaurants 
in Cumberland, Dauphin, Franklin, Lancaster, Snyder and York counties will 
participate in a community fundraiser to benefit Holy Family Radio, AM 720, 
on April 28-30. Fifteen percent of your purchases between 7 a.m. and 9 p.m., 
dine in or carry out, will be donated. You must present a flyer at check-out 
for Holy Family Radio to receive credit. Fliers and a list of locations can be 
found on Holy Family Radio’s website - www.720whyf.com or at the station 
at 8 W. Main Street, Shiremanstown, during business hours, 717-525-8110. 



April 25, 2014 • The
 Catholic Witness - 13 

                           Compiled by Jen Reed
    Spiritual Offerings

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish 
in Lebanon will host a Celebration of Divine Mercy on April 
27. The church will remain open following the 9:15 a.m. 
Mass. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will start after the 
9:15 a.m. Mass. There will be a Holy Hour for vocations starting 
at 1:30. Priests will be available to hear Confessions from 1:15 
p.m.-2:15 p.m. The Solemn Holy Hour for Divine Mercy starts 
at 2:30, with the Chaplet chanted beginning at 3 p.m. For more 
information, call the church office at 717-272-5674.  

Divine Mercy Sunday will be celebrated April 27 at 12:15 
p.m. at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church in Mechanicsburg. The 
service will consist of Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, 
recitation of the Divine Mercy Chaplet and Benediction. Confes-
sions will not be available.

St. Rita Church in Blue Ridge Summit will celebrate Divine 
Mercy Sunday on April 27. Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment at 2 p.m., Confessions, Rosary and diary readings from 
2-3 p.m., Chaplet of Divine Mercy and homily at 3 p.m., and 
Benediction at 3:30 p.m. Call 717-642-8815 for information.

The St. Catherine Labouré CCW in Harrisburg is sponsor-
ing a Eucharistic Holy Hour of Prayer on Divine Mercy Sunday, 
April 27, starting at 2:30 p.m. in the Shrine Church. The Holy 
Hour will include Exposition and Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament as well as the praying of the Divine Mercy Chaplet 
at 3 p.m., the Hour of Divine Mercy. A reception will follow in 
Leo Hall. For questions, contact Alycia Laureti at sclhbgccw@
gmail.com or Deacon Heil at dcnheil@sclhbg.org. Join us as 
we also celebrate the canonization of Pope John Paul II, who 
was instrumental in spreading this devotion. 

A Divine Mercy Holy Hour with Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament and Recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy will 
be held April 27 at 3 p.m. at St. Patrick Church in York. Father 
Keith Carroll will be the celebrant. 

 A charismatic Mass with prayers for healing will be cel-
ebrated April 29 at 7 p.m. at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church 
in Mount Carmel. Father Frank Karwacki will be the principal 
celebrant, with Father Timothy Marcoe as concelebrant. 

Mass with prayers for healing will be celebrated May 6 at 
7:30 p.m. at St. Theresa Church in New Cumberland by Father 
Paul Fisher. The Mass is sponsored by the Pilgrims of Praise 
and Life in the Spirit prayer groups. For information, call Mary 
Ann at 717-564-7709 or Loretta at 717-737-7551.

Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey will be 
held May 7 at 7 p.m. Father Pius Michael Tukura will preside. 
Come and experience the joy of the Easter season through 
praise and worship music, as we adore Christ in the most Holy 
Eucharist. A reception will be held immediately afterward in the 
cafeteria. For more information, call 717-583-0240.

St. Joan of Arc Parish in Hershey will host a parish mis-
sion, “Called and Gifted,” May 16 from 7-9 p.m., and May 17 
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The mission is an opportunity for each of us 
to deepen our relationship with Jesus and to discover God’s 
plan for our lives. In the Called & Gifted discernment process, 
you will learn that every lay Christian has been given a unique 
and deeply personal call to work with our Lord. Discerning your 
call will give you a new perspective on your life and will help 
you to be more fulfilled in your work and in your relationships. 
St. Joan of Arc Parish is sponsoring a teaching team from the 
Catherine of Siena Institute in Colorado Springs to offer the 
introductory Called & Gifted workshop. Everyone is invited to 
participate. To register, call the parish office at 717-533-7168.

Education, Enrichment & Support 
A Health and Wellness class on Exercise and Diabetes 

will be held in the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish Center in Me-
chanicsburg April 29 at 9:30 a.m. Topics include how exercise 
can be used to help control blood sugar levels, guidelines for 
types of exercises to use, when to exercise or not exercise, 
and signs to watch for blood sugar dropping too low during 
exercise. Ann Dennison of Advanced Physical Therapy and 
Fitness will present the program. Questions? Call Sue Fletcher 
at 771-697-6929.  

Ever wonder about the symbols of an Icon? Do you 
know why the Virgin wears a dark red dress in the Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Icon? The Basilica of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
in Conewago will be hosting a talk on the Miraculous Icon, Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help. Come learn of the symbols, the history 
and the novena of this wonderful gift. The talk will be held May 
1 from 7-8 p.m. in the Parish Hall. For more information and to 
RSVP, contact the parish office at 717-637-2721.

The CCW of St. Joseph the Worker Parish in Bonneau-
ville is hosting a free screening of “Inequality for All” on May 3 
at 9:15 a.m. The CCW is co-hosting the film with NETWORK, 
a Catholic social justice organization in Washington D.C., in 
celebration of St. Joseph the Worker's Feast Day and Inter-
national Worker's Day. Join us as we watch this documentary 
about growing income and wealth inequality in the United 
States. Following the film, there will be a discussion as to how 
the faith community can do more to end this reality. To find 
more information about the film, visit inequalityforall.com. For 
more information about the work that NETWORK does, visit 
network-education.org.  

Are you 45+ and single? Join Catholic Connections, a 
diocesan-wide networking event for mature singles, ages 45-
75. If you would enjoy being introduced to other mature Catho-
lic singles in our diocese for socializing, discovering common 
interests, and possible companionship, please join us at our 
Catholic Connections event. Participants will have short peri-
ods of time to speak with each attendee of the opposite gen-
der in a relaxed setting. The event will take place from 1:30-4 
p.m. on May 3 at St. James Parish in Lititz. At the conclusion 
of the afternoon, there will be the opportunity for a confidential 
and dignified exchange of contact information between inter-
ested participants. Admission is $20 (cash only) at the door. To 
learn more, visit the event Web site at www.5MinuteMeetings.
com or call Lisa Goddard at 717-203-0830.

A screening of the movie “Mary of Nazareth” will be 
sponsored by Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Cornwall and 
held at the Allen Theater in Annville May 4 at 1:30 p.m. This 
motion picture is a full-length feature film on the life of Mary 
from her childhood through the Resurrection of Jesus. Admis-
sion is free. Call 717- 269-8345 for more information.

Theology on Tap in Lancaster will hold its next gathering 
May 14 at the Lancaster Brewing Company. Kevin O’Brien, 
founder and artistic director of “Theater of the Word,” will 
present “Acts of Faith – Evangelization through Drama. He will 
share the role of theater in his conversion to the Catholic faith. 
Happy Half Hour begins at 7 p.m., followed by the presenta-
tion at 7 and a Q&A session. For more information, go to www.
totlancaster.com.

Immaculate Conception BVM Parish in Berwick contin-
ues its Year of Evangelization program with the next install-
ment of Father Robert Barron’s DVD series, “Catholicism: The 
New Evangelization.” The next program will be held May 15 at 
6:30 p.m., and will be part two of “New Expression,” as Father 
Barron explains why secularism is on the rise. For information 
on the program, and the remaining sessions, call the parish at 
570-759-8113.

Jody Cole will be conducting icon writing (painting) 
workshops in the Byzantine Style this summer. She will be at 
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church in Gettysburg June 9-13 
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m., an hour for lunch each day (brown bag 
or go out). The total cost of the workshop, which includes all 
supplies except optional gold leafing, will be $170. Participants 
will be able to choose from Our Lady of Guadalupe (12"x16" 
portrait, "15x20" retablo style or 10"x18") or a 15"x20" of 
The Holy Trinity. For more information contact Jody Cole at 
717-919-8791 or jcoleicons@aol.com. Jody will also conduct 
a week-long retreat at St. Francis Retreat House, Easton, Pa., 
July 20-25. Participants will paint a 12"x16" icon of The Nativ-
ity of Our Lord. For more information, or to register, contact 
610-258-3053 or stfranrh@rcn.com.

Prosopon School of Iconology will be presenting an 
Iconography Workshop in the Russian Byzantine Tradition 
with renowned iconographer Dmitri Andreyev. Workshop will 
be held July 14-19 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. daily at St. John the 
Baptist Catholic School, New Freedom. Tuition and materials 
for the class is $600. Out of town students will need to book 
additional accommodations. Non-refundable deposit of $200 
due by June 2. There is a minimum of 12 students needed 
to hold the workshop (deposit will be refunded if workshop is 
cancelled.) For complete information and registration form, 
contact Mary Jo Fero at mjfero@gmail.com or 717-235-7354.

Events & Fund-Raisers
Immaculate Conception BVM School in New Oxford 

will host “Welcome Wednesdays” through May 21. Are you 
searching for a new and exciting educational future for your 
child? Experience the opportunities that await your child at Im-
maculate Conception School. “Welcome Wednesdays” will be 
held through May 21 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. For information, call 
the school at 717-624-2061. 

The Sound of Music will be performed at Lebanon Catholic 
School at 7 p.m. April 25 and 26, and at 1 p.m. April 27. Tick-
ets are general admission, no reserved seating. Cost is $10 
for adults, $8 for senior citizens and students. Tickets will be 
available at the door. 

The Council of Catholic Women of Holy Name of Jesus 
Parish in Harrisburg will hold their annual flea market April 
26 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.  

Immaculate Conception BVM School in New Oxford 
is hosting its first “SpringFest” on April 26 at the New Oxford 
Social Club Pavilion from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. More than 30 craft 
and independent sales reps. Handcrafted items for sale, 
and independent consultants include Avon, It Works, Mary 
Kay, Origami Owl, Paparazzi, Scentsy, Stampin Up, Thirty 
One, Tupperware and more. Parking and admission are free.  
Mother’s Day crafts will be available for the children, and kids’ 
entertainment and face painting will be provided by “Crack-
ers” the Clown. Additional activities include a bake sale, door 
prizes, raffles and a flower sale. 

Sacred Heart School in Lancaster will hold its annual 
Spring Benefit on April 26 at the Hamilton Club from 6:30-11 
p.m. The evening will include a cocktail hour, sit down dinner, 
desserts, coffee and open bar with beer, wine and soda. The 
evening will also include entertainment by local Jazz Singer, 
Amy Banks. We will have extreme theme baskets featuring 
Service, An Evening On The Town, Gardening, Tailgating, 

Camping, Beach and more! Tickets are $100 per person. For 
more information, call the school office at 717-393-8433.

York Catholic High School's Spring Concert will be 
presented at the school April 26 at 7 p.m. Students in Choir, 
Mixed Chorus, Junior High and Senior High Bands, Jazz 
Band, String Club, and Ukulele Club are scheduled to per-
form. Admission is free.

An Easter musical fantasy, “Angels, Lambs, Caterpil-
lars and Butterflies,” by Betty Hager and Fred Bock, will be 
presented at St. Paul the Apostle Church in Annville April 
27 at 3 p.m. A combined children and youth choir, under the 
direction of Mary Beazley, will present the story of the death 
and resurrection of Jesus through the eyes of God’s brightly-
colored creatures.  

The eighth annual Silence of Mary Home luncheon will 
be held May 2 from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at Harrisburg Elks 
Lodge #12 on Woodlawn Street in Harrisburg. Cost is $50 
per person, $400 for a table sponsorship (six people). The 
Silence of Mary Home is a life-sustaining haven providing 
help and support to at-risk teens, needs parents, children, the 
elderly and the chronically homeless. There are four homes 
on Market Street in Harrisburg funded and run by volunteers 
for the poorest of the poor and those who have fallen through 
the cracks of the healthcare system. The homes provide a 
nurturing family life to those in need. They take no funding or 
grants from the city, county or federal government so that the 
homes can be open to all, providing a Christian family home 
for the abandoned and neglected. To RSVP for the luncheon, 
contact the Silence of Mary office at 717-737-4107.

A Cash Bingo Party will be held May 2 at the St. Joseph 
Parish Center in Hanover. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. with Bingo 
beginning at 7 p.m. A total of 20 games will be played—15 for 
$50, 4 for $75, and one for $500. Food and soft drinks will be 
available for purchase. A donation of $15 per person is the 
admission price. For tickets, call the parish office, 717-637-
5236. Tickets will also be sold at the door. Only ticketholders 
will be permitted to play. Proceeds benefit the Parish General 
Fund.

St. Vincent De Paul Parish in Hanover will host a spring 
festival May 3 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. on the parish lawn. Tickets 
are $8 for the dinner, available by calling 717-637-4625. The 
event will include a flower and bake sale, and an Open House 
at the thrift shop featuring spring fashions.

Lebanon Catholic School will host its $10,000 Gold Rush 
cash giveaway May 3 at 7 p.m. in the school gym. Cost is 
$50 per ticket, and only 400 tickets will be sold. There will 
be a $5,000 grand prize plus $5,000 in additional prizes, 
with a minimum cash prize of $250. The event will include 
Western-style food, beverages, live band, silent auction and 
10 cash prizes. Must be 21. Need not be present to win. For 
tickets, contact Scott Clentimack at 717-273-3731, ext. 322, 
or purchase them in the school office. All proceeds will benefit 
major capital improvements to the school campus.

The St. Anne’s Retirement Community Auxiliary in 
Columbia is sponsoring a chicken barbecue May 10 from 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. at St. Anne’s Retirement Community, 3952 
Columbia Ave. A complete dinner is $8, half a chicken is 
$5.50. Tickets may also be purchased the day of the event, 
or in advance by May 2 by calling Michelle Bard at 717-285- 
412. Baked goods will also be available. Donations of baked 
goods may be brought to St. Anne’s Retirement Community 
May 9, or 10. For more information, contact Carolyn Benshoof 
at 717-684-8118.

St. Rose of Lima School in Thomasville will hold its 
First Annual Sip into Summer Wine and Beer Festival on the 
school grounds May 10 from noon-4 p.m. To purchase tickets 
in advance, call the school at 717-792-0889 or the event 
coordinator, Karen Lobo (Etter) at 717-860-4854.

An Italian Dinner to benefit Lourdeshouse maternity 
home in Harrisburg will be held May 10 from 6-8 p.m. at Our 
Lady of Lourdes Church social hall in Enola. Pay at the door. 
Dinners include baked penne, lasagna, salad, roll, beverages 
and dessert. Eat in and take out available. Cost is $10 for 
adults and $7 for children ages 12 and under.

A golf tournament to benefit Seven Sorrows BVM 
School in Middletown will be held May 16 at 1 p.m. (shotgun 
start) at Sunset Golf Course in Middletown. Register online, 
view a flyer, make a donation, or find out how to register by 
mail by visiting www.sevensorrows.org and clicking on the 
Golf Tournament link.

York Catholic High School’s James Forjan Focus Fund 
benefit will feature Merril Hoge, ESPN Sportscaster and 
former Pittsburgh Steeler, on May 16 at Heritage Hills. Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m. with dinner, and Hoge’s speech at 7:30. 
Cost is $100 for the dinner and Hoge’s “Find a Way” speech. 
Sponsorships are available that include a VIP reception prior 
to the event. For more information, contact York Catholic High 
School at 717-846-8871 x51. 

Trinity High School in Camp Hill will hold its 50th An-
niversary Gala at the West Shore Country Club May 17 from 
5:30-11 p.m. Tickets are $100 per person. Visit www.thsrocks.
org, look for the 50th anniversary logo and open the GALA link 
for ticket purchases. Or, call the THS Advancement Office at 
717-761-2228.

Parishes & Organizations
York Catholic High School is currently searching to fill the 

positions of Director of Students and Academic Assistance/
Instructional Support Teacher. Complete job descriptions can be 
found on the YC Web site at http://yorkcatholic.org/about-ychs/
employment/. The deadline for applications is April 30, 2014.
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By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

A priest is called to be in the midst of his flock, 
protecting his people, searching for those who are 
lost and always serving those in need, Pope Francis 
told the world’s priests.

If a priest wants to overcome those inevitable mo-
ments of sadness, exhaustion and boredom as well 
as discover his true identity, he must head for the 
exit sign, going outside himself to be with God and 
his people, he said April 17 during the Chrism Mass 
in St. Peter’s Basilica.

He must also be a dutiful servant who listens to 
people’s need and builds a church whose doors are 
wide open, offering refuge for sinners, a home for 
the homeless, comfort for the sick and God’s word 
and joy for the young, he said.

Presiding over the first of two Holy Thursday 
liturgies, Pope Francis blessed the oils that will be 
used in the sacraments of baptism, confirmation, or-
dination and the anointing of the sick.

Deacons carried the sacramental oils in large sil-
ver urns to the main altar to be blessed by the pope.

Joined by more than 1,500 priests, bishops and 
cardinals, Pope Francis led them in a renewal of 
their priestly vows and a reflection on what it means 
to be a priest, in a homily that was lengthier than 
usual.

He focused on the meaning of being anointed 
through ordination, emphasizing that Holy Thurs-
day was the day Jesus shared his priesthood with 
the apostles by anointing them with “the oil of glad-
ness.”

“Priestly joy is a priceless treasure, not only for 
the priest himself but for the entire faithful people 
of God,” the pope said.

He said it’s not an exaggeration, given the “gran-
deur of the gift granted us” to minister and serve, to 
say the priest is a very small person.

While “in that littleness we find our joy,” he said, 
being “little” without God spells danger.

“No one is more ‘little’ than a priest left to his 
own devices.”

Priestly joy must be sought and rooted in God's 
love and it can find protection from evil in prayer to 
Mary, he said.

Otherwise a priest risks becoming “the poorest of 
men unless Jesus enriches him by his poverty, the 
most useless of servants unless Jesus calls him his 
friend, the most ignorant of men unless Jesus pa-
tiently teaches him as he did Peter, the frailest of 
Christians,” unless Jesus gives him strength in the 
midst of his flock, he said.

Self-denial, forsaking earthly happiness and giv-
ing oneself to others mean the priest “has to seek his 
joy from the Lord and from God's faithful people. 
He doesn’t need to try to create it for himself.”

Nor should the priest be trying to carve out his 
own identity because “there is no identity – and con-
sequently joy of life – without an active and unwav-
ering sense of belonging to God’s faithful people,” 
he said.

“The priest who tries to find his priestly identity 
by soul-searching and introspection may well en-
counter nothing more than ‘exit’ signs, signs that 
say: Exit from yourself, exit to seek God in ado-
ration, go out and give your people what was en-

trusted to you.”
The people of God “will make you feel and taste 

who you are,” he said.
They will also be able “to protect you, to embrace 

you and to help you open your heart to find renewed 
joy” during those moments a priest finds himself 
feeling isolated, gloomy, listless and bored, “which 
at times overcome us in our priestly life and which I 
too have experienced,” the pope said.

With his infinite compassion “for all the little ones 
and the outcasts of this earth, wearied and oppressed 
like sheep without a shepherd,” Jesus calls people to 
his ministry, so that he can be present and work “in 
the person of his priests, for the good of his people.”

Like an attentive servant, the priest “makes the 
Church a house with open doors, a refuge for sin-
ners, a home for people living on the street, a place 
of loving care for the sick, a camp for the young, a 
classroom for catechizing children,” he said.

The priest must be wherever there are people in 
need or searching; he needs to know how to listen, 
and feel driven by Christ to lift burdens with mercy 
and encourage hope with charity.

He asked that people pray for vocations so that 
when young people hear the call to religious life, 
they have “the stroke of boldness to respond will-
ingly.”

He asked for prayers for the recently ordained, 
that they never lose the “joy sparkling” in their eyes 
as they “go forth to devour the world.”

He also prayed for elderly priests and those who 
have served many years, that they may “gather 
their strength and rearm themselves, get ‘a second 
wind.’”

Pope to Priests: Look for the Exit, Go out into World

CNS/PAUL HARING
Pope Francis elevates the Eucharist during the Easter Vigil in St. Peter’s Basilica 
at the Vatican April 19. 

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

Pope Francis urged Christians to re-
member how they first encountered 
Christ and to share his love and mercy 
with others, especially through acts of 
caring and sharing.

Proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ 
resurrection means giving concrete 
witness “to unconditional and faithful 
love,” he said April 20 before solemnly 
giving his blessing “urbi et orbi” (to the 
city and the world).

Celebrating the second Easter of his 
pontificate, the pope told at least 150,000 
people gathered in St. Peter’s Square 
and on adjacent streets that evangeliza-
tion “is about leaving ourselves behind 
and encountering others, being close to 
those crushed by life’s troubles, sharing 
with the needy, standing at the side of 
the sick, elderly and the outcast.”

Whatever is going on in one’s life, he 
said from the central balcony of St. Pe-
ter’s Basilica, Jesus’ victory over sin and 
death demonstrates that “love is more 
powerful, love gives life, love makes 
hope blossom in the wilderness.”

Overlooking the square where he had 
just celebrated Easter morning Mass sur-
rounded by hundreds of flowering trees 
and bushes and thousands of daffodils, 
tulips and roses, Pope Francis said Chris-
tians proclaim to the world that “Jesus, 
love incarnate, died on the cross for our 
sins, but God the father raised him and 
made him the Lord of life and death.”

In his Easter message, the pope prayed 
that the risen Lord would “help us to 
overcome the scourge of hunger, aggra-
vated by conflicts and by the immense 
wastefulness for which we are often re-
sponsible.” He also prayed that Chris-
tians would be given the strength “to 
protect the vulnerable, especially chil-
dren, women and the elderly, who are at 
times exploited and abandoned.”

The pope offered special prayers for 
those facing serious difficulties and 
threats in various parts of the world: for 

Easter Proclaims That Love Gives Life, Pope Says

victims of the Ebola epidemic in West 
Africa; the victims of kidnapping; mi-
grants and refugees; and for the victims 
of war and conflict in Syria, Iraq, Central 
African Republic, Nigeria, South Sudan 
and Venezuela.

Celebrating the fact that in 2014 Eas-
ter fell on the same day on the Grego-
rian calendar used in the West and on the 
Julian calendar used by many Orthodox 
and Eastern Catholics, the pope’s Eas-
ter morning Mass included a Byzantine 
choir singing “stichi” and “stichira,” 
hymns that in ancient times were sung 
in the presence of the bishop of Rome 
on Easter.

In his “urbi et orbi” message, the 
pope offered special prayers for peace 
in Ukraine, a country with various Or-
thodox, Eastern Catholic and Latin-rite 
Catholic communities. The pope prayed 
that all sides in the current political ten-
sions would avoid violence and, “in a 
spirit of unity and dialogue, chart a path 
for the country’s future.”

The pope’s celebration of Easter got 
underway the night before in a packed 
St. Peter’s Basilica.

His Easter Vigil began with the light-
ing of the fire and Easter candle in the 
atrium of the basilica; walking behind 
the Easter candle and carrying a candle 
of his own, Pope Francis entered the 
darkened basilica. In the silence and 
solemnity of the moment, very few pil-
grims and tourists disturbed the atmo-
sphere with their camera flashes.

Brian Baker, a deacon and seminarian 
from the Archdiocese of Atlanta, sang 
the Exultet – the poetic hymn of praise 
calling the whole world to rejoice at the 
resurrection of Christ.

As the bells of St. Peter’s pealed the 
joy of the Resurrection through the night, 
torrential rains beat down on Rome.

In his homily, Pope Francis, who often 
tells people to look up the date of their 
baptism and commemorate it each year, 
urged people to remember and reflect on 
the first moment they really recall hav-
ing encountered Jesus.

Referring to the Easter account from 
the Gospel of St. Matthew, Pope Fran-
cis noted how the women who went to 
Jesus’ tomb were told first by the angel 
and then by the risen Lord to await him 

in Galilee and tell the disciples to go as 
well.

“After the death of the Master, the 
disciples had scattered; their faith had 
been utterly shaken, everything seemed 
over,” the pope said. Yet they were told 
to go back to Galilee, the place they first 
met Jesus.

Returning to Galilee, he said, means 
re-reading everything – “Jesus’ preach-
ing, his miracles, the new community, 
the excitement and the defections, even 
the betrayal – to re-read everything 
starting from the end, which is a new 
beginning,” one that begins with Jesus’ 
“supreme act of love” in dying for hu-
manity’s sin.

Departing repeatedly from his pre-
pared text, Pope Francis kept telling 
people: “Have no fear. Do not be afraid. 
Have the courage to open your hearts” to 
the Lord’s love.

Returning to Galilee, he said, “means 
treasuring in my heart the living memo-
ry” of “the moment when his eyes met 
mine.”

“Where is my Galilee,” the pope urged 
people to ask themselves. “Have I for-
gotten it? Have I gone off on roads and 
paths which made me forget it?”

Pope Francis encouraged people to 
ask the Lord’s help in remembering and 
in telling the Lord, “I want to return 
there to encounter you and to let myself 
be embraced by your mercy.”

Pope Francis baptized 10 people at the 
Easter Vigil; they ranged from a 7-year-
old Italian boy to a 58-year-old Viet-
namese woman. Four other Italians and 
one person each from Senegal, Lebanon, 
France and Belarus also were baptized. 

The pope confirmed the 10 during 
the liturgy, anointing them with oil and 
giving each a kiss on the cheek. And, 
although Pope Francis does not usually 
distribute Communion at large public 
Masses, he made an exception for the 10 
new Catholics, who received their first 
Communion during the vigil. 
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York Catholic’s boys’ tennis 
team clinched a 7-0 Division II 
record after a victorious match, 
6-1, against the Squires of Delone 
Catholic on April 21.

This is the first time since 2009 
that the Fighting Irish are Divi-
sion champions. Coach Denise 
Dunn attributes their success to 
early victories, such as the 4-3 win 
against Dallastown. With the help 
of Nick and Scott Bartkowiak in 
doubles, the Fighting Irish also 
won close matches by their dou-
bles play.

The league tournament will be-
gin play for singles April 25 and 
doubles April 29. Seatings were 
to be announced after a meet-
ing on April 23, but Coach Dunn 
hopes for an ideal top four from 
her team. “It’s an honor to qualify. 
Only eight teams move on to dis-
tricts, and it’s an elite group,” she 
said.

Fighting Irish Go Undefeated and Win Division

EMILY M. ALBERT,  
THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Top: Michael Andrews of 
York Catholic seeks the ball 
in match play.

Right: Delone Catholic’s 
Ben Gutierrez prepares to 
connect.

Bottom, left: Nick Botts of 
Delone Catholic commands 
a backhand shot.

Bottom, right: York Catholic’s 
Scott Bartowiak reaches for 
a return.
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In a darkened St. Patrick Cathedral, candlelight shines on Bishop Ronald W. Gainer as he prepares to celebrate the Easter Vigil.
EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

“Therefore, O Lord,
we pray you that this candle,

hallowed to the honor of your name,
may persevere undimmed,

to overcome the darkness of this night.
Receive it as a pleasing fragrance,

And let it mingle with the lights of heaven.
May this flame be found still burning

by the Morning Star:
the one Morning Star who never sets,

Christ your Son,
Who, coming back from death’s domain,
has shed his peaceful light on humanity,
and lives and reigns for ever and ever.” 

~ From the Easter Proclamation (Exsultet)
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