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Dr. Scott Hahn, Professor of Theology and Scripture and Chair of Biblical Theology and the New Evangeliza-
tion at Franciscan University of Steubenville in Ohio, offers a presentation on the New Evangelization during 
a workshop in New Oxford on Aug. 30.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Sharing our love for the Church and our relation-
ship with Christ should be as easy as telling friends 
about a film or a meal we’ve enjoyed, international 
speaker and author Dr. Scott Hahn told nearly 1,000 
people during a presentation on the New Evangeliza-
tion.

“It’s not difficult to take part in the New Evange-
lization,” he told the crowd gathered at New Oxford 
High School Aug. 30 for a daylong conference, host-
ed by Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Parish.

“You’re at work on Monday morning, standing by 
the water cooler,” he said. “How do think a coworker 
is going to respond if you say, ‘Friday night, I went 
to this movie, and it was incredible. I really recom-
mend it.’

“Is your coworker going to say, ‘Who do you think 
you are to impose your theatrical taste on the rest of 
us?’

He continued: “If you say, ‘I took my wife to din-
ner at this restaurant and the cuisine was excellent. I 

‘You Might Be the Only Homily They Ever Hear’
Dr. Scott Hahn Encourages  

Evangelization  
with Friendship, Joy

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

In mid-July, Msgr. Thomas Smith, 
pastor emeritus of St. Joseph Parish in 
Lancaster, sat before his congregation 
during Mass on Cabbage Hill for what 
would be the final time.

People filled the church for the Mass, 
celebrated in thanksgiving for his 57 
years of priesthood and to mark his re-
tirement at age 83.

They were grateful to hear him offer 
a homily again, and to see him return to 
the church since his move to St. Anne’s 
Retirement Community in Columbia as 
he battled cancer.

Seated in front of the altar, Msgr. 
Smith encouraged the congregation to 
follow God’s call for them, and recount-
ed the blessings he received from the 
parishes and ministries he had served.

“May we all find each other in heav-
en someday, exchanging stories of how 
God has worked within each one of us,” 
he concluded.

Eight weeks later, Msgr. Smith’s fam-
ily, friends and parishioners again filled 
St. Joseph’s Church, this time to bid 
farewell to the priest, who died  Aug. 31.

By Mark Pattison
Catholic News Service

The canonization cause of Arch-
bishop Fulton Sheen has been sus-
pended indefinitely, according to a 
statement issued Sept. 3 by the Dio-
cese of Peoria, Illinois, where the 
archbishop was born. 

The suspension was announced 
“with immense sadness,” the dio-
cese said. “The process to verify a 
possible miracle attributed to Sheen 
had been going extremely well, and 
only awaited a vote of the cardinals 
and the approval of the Holy Father. 
There was every indication that a 
possible date for beatification in Peo-
ria would have been scheduled for as 
early as the coming year.”

Archbishop Sheen, who gained 
fame in the 1950s with a prime-time 
television series called “Life Is Worth 
Living,” died in New York in 1979. 

The diocesan statement said the 
Archdiocese of New York denied a 
request from Bishop Daniel R. Jenky 
of Peoria, president of the Archbish-
op Sheen Foundation, to move the 
archbishop’s body to Peoria. 

Deacon Greg Kendra, in a Sept. 
3 posting on his blog The Deacon’s 
Bench, said the reason for the re-
quest was for “official inspection and 
to take first-class relics from the re-
mains.” 

A Sept. 4 statement from Joseph 
Zwilling, communications director 

Msgr. Smith Remembered 
for Building Relationships

 Msgr. Thomas Smith

The funeral Mass was celebrated by 
Bishop Ronald W. Gainer on Sept. 5. 
The following day, Mass with Final 
Commendation was celebrated at the 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in 
Conewago, Msgr. Smith’s home parish, 
by Father James Lease, pastor. Burial 
was in Sacred Heart Cemetery.

“What a man, who touched our lives! 
In one way or another, or in a multi-

tude of ways, Msgr. 
shaped and touched 
us,” said Father  
Allan Wolfe in his 
homily during the 
funeral Mass at St. 
Joseph’s.

“As I look out [at 

Archbishop Sheen’s 
Sainthood Cause 

Suspended Indefinitely 
for the New York Archdiocese, said 
Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan of New 
York “did express a hesitance in ex-
huming the body” absent a directive 
from the Vatican Congregation for 
Saints’ Causes and family approval. 
The statement added that Archbish-
op Sheen’s “closest surviving family 
members” asked that the archbishop’s 
wishes be respected and that he had 
“expressly stated his desire that his re-
mains be buried in New York.”

Zwilling said Cardinal Dolan “does 
object to the dismemberment of the 
archbishop’s body,” but, were it to be 
exhumed, relics that might have been 
buried with Archbishop Sheen might 
be “reverently collected” and “shared 
generously” with the Peoria Diocese.

A subsequent statement Sept. 5 from 
the Peoria Diocese said it had received 
a “shocking statement” June 27 from an 
attorney for the New York Archdiocese 
saying the archdiocese “would never 
allow the examination of the body, the 
securing of relics or the transfer of the 
body.”

The new statement said Bishop Jenky 
had been assured in 2002 by Cardinal 
Dolan’s predecessor, now-retired Car-
dinal Edward M. Egan, that New York 
had “no interest” in pursuing Archbish-
op Sheen’s sainthood cause. A 2005 
request to transfer the body to Peoria 
received a response from the archdio-
cese that it was not yet an appropriate 
time. “With this inquiry complete and a 
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The week of September 14: Deacon Tom Aumen has traveled around 
the world helping spread the word of the Catholic Church as a missionary. 
Listeners to Catholic Perspective this week will hear his conversation with 
contributor Rose Atkinson about his efforts. According to Deacon Aumen, 
he enjoys the rewards of what he does, even in the face of danger. It is our 
Spotlight Story of the Week.

Father Richard Ho Lung is a Jesuit who recently visited St. Patrick Parish 
in Carlisle. He spoke with Eleanor Rossman for our Today’s Catholic feature 
about the faith-based music and song program he presented to benefit the 
Missionaries of the Poor. This unique Catholic priest is spotlighted in this 
week’s report.

Have the words been twisted? Micaiah Bilger from the Pennsylvania Pro-
Life Federation visits the program to discuss the word “miscarriage” being 
used by some in place of abortion. Is it semantics, or are some in the pro-
choice movement simply trying to “gloss over” abortion?  

What does it takes to be a good teacher of the Catholic faith? Jim Gontis, 
Director of the Diocesan Office of Religious Education, offers his insights 
into that question.  

Catholic Perspective will wrap up with another question answered by 
Bishop Ronald Gainer during our “Ask the Bishop” series.

Catholic Perspective is produced in cooperation with the Office of Com-
munications of the Diocese and AM 720 WHFY. It can be heard Mondays at 
noon and Sundays at 3 p.m. on  AM 720 WHYF and on Sunday mornings on 
WHVR-AM 1280, Hanover, at 8 a.m.; WKOK-AM 1070, Sunbury, at 6:30 
a.m.; WIEZ-AM 670, Lewistown, at 8 a.m.; WWSM-AM 1510, Lebanon, at 
7 a.m.; and WWEC-FM 88.3, Elizabethtown, at 9:30 a.m. It is also available 
on line at www.OldiesRadio1620.com at 6:30 a.m. and at www.WISL1480.
com on Sunday at 11 a.m. It can also be heard on line at www.hbgdiocese.
org.

Annulment Presentations Scheduled
The Tribunal of the Diocese of Harrisburg will offer presentations con-

cerning divorce and annulments from the Catholic perspective in the com-
ing months. These presentations will be helpful for divorced Catholics, di-
vorced people who wish to marry Catholics, parish leaders involved in the 
RCIA process and those who have a vested interested because of family or 
friends.

Presentations will include a question-and-answer session and an oppor-
tunity for private conversation with Tribunal staff and representatives. For 
more information, call 717-657-4804 or send an e-mail to tribunal@hbg 
diocese.org.

Schedule:
• September 17 – Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 7 p.m.
• September 18 – St. Joseph Church, Hanover, 7 p.m.
• September 25 – St. Philip the Apostle, Millersville, 7 p.m.
• November 12 – Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 7 p.m.

By Beth Griffin
Catholic News Service

Catholic organizations in the United 
States have launched public appeals to 
fund assistance to Christians and other 
religious minorities displaced in Iraq 
and Syria.

The Catholic Near East Welfare 
Association, Jesuit Relief Service, 
Knights of Columbus, Catholic Re-
lief Services and Aid to the Church 
in Need are among Catholic agencies 
seeking funds.

Aid to the Church in Need, an in-
ternational Catholic charity under 
the guidance of the Holy See, has 
pledged an initial $1 million, of which 
$458,000 has already been given. Ed-
ward Clancy, CAN’s director of out-
reach, said funds are being directed to 
local bishops in Syria and Iraq.

Clancy said Aid to the Church in 
Need has funded pastoral assistance to 
the church communities in Syria and 
Iraq “for decades,” including Mass sti-
pends and vocation support. Because 
of the urgency of the current situation, 
it is now giving money for food and 
tents for the displaced. 

He said he was confident individual 
donors would meet and exceed the $1 
million already pledged. 

Catholic Near East Welfare As-
sociation, a charitable organization 
mandated by the Holy See to work for, 
through and with the Eastern Catholic 
churches, launched an appeal July 28 
for aid to Iraq. It released an initial 
grant of $75,000 to purchase infant 
formula, diaper and handicapped-ac-
cessible toilets and showers for camps 
for displaced Iraqis.

Michael LaCivita, CNEWA com-

Special Collection  
September 20-21  

in Diocesan Parishes
Parishes in the Diocese of Harrisburg will take up a special collection for 

victims of the ongoing crisis in the Middle East during services on September 
20-21. Bishop Ronald W. Gainer has approved the collection due to the great 
concern for the extraordinary crisis in the Middle East. 

Bishop Gainer said, “We grieve with profound sadness over the extraor-
dinary suffering and the daily assaults on the lives of our Christian brothers 
and sisters and all innocent victims of violence in Iraq, Syria and Gaza. The 
Middle East is the cradle of Christianity and we want to show our solidarity 
with those who are struggling to survive, protect their children and live with 
dignity in very dire conditions.”

Funds collected will be used by Catholic Relief Services and other Catho-
lic agencies working in partnership with the local Church to meet the most 
urgent humanitarian needs facing the people in Iraq, Gaza, Syria and sur-
rounding countries where refugees have fled. These organizations have well-
established partnerships with the Catholic Church in the region which allow 
them to respond quickly and efficiently to victims in some of the hardest to 
reach areas. 

Collection funds will also be used to support Church programs to aid per-
secuted Christians and to respond to rebuilding needs of Catholic dioceses in 
the impacted areas. 

All are asked to support the victims of this ongoing crisis through this spe-
cial collection and their continued prayers.

Catholic Aid Agencies Seek Funds  
to Assist Minorities in Iraq, Syria

munications director, said the agency 
works with local partners, includ-
ing Dominican Sisters of St. Cath-
erine of Siena, Dominican Sisters of 
the Presentation, the Syriac Catho-
lic archbishop, the Syriac Orthodox 
archbishop and the Chaldean Catholic 
archbishop.

“They have put together an emer-
gency response team and we are work-
ing with them,” said LaCivita, noting 
that the agency has been active in Iraq 

for more than 50 years.
In Syria, CNEWA supported pasto-

ral programs and long-term human de-
velopment until the current civil war. 
LaCivita said CNEWA is working in 
partnership with religious orders of 
men and women to provide emergency 
aid to internally displaced Syrians and 
those who fled to Jordan and Lebanon.

He said the agency hopes to raise 
$500,000 for the Iraq and Syria effort 
from Catholics in the United States. 

Jesuit Refugee Service teams in 
Syria won the 2014 Pax Christi Inter-
national Peace Award for their work. 
The agency helps more than 300,000 
people in Damascus, Homs and Alep-
po with educational and psychosocial 
activities; food and rent; and basic 
health care.

The Knights of Columbus Catho-
lic fraternal organization committed  
$1 million Aug. 12 for humanitar-
ian aid in Iraq. This includes an ini-
tial $500,000 and a pledge to match 
$500,000 in donations from the public.

Andrew Walther, vice president 
for media, research and development 

for the Knights of Columbus, said 
the group works with local Catholic 
church entities, “and with Vatican and 
other major charities operating on the 
ground in the region to which we are 
sending aid.” He said the organization 
also has provided charitable outreach 
in Iraq through individual Knights 
who served in the U. S. military there. 

Walther said the Knights’ appeal to 
members and individuals has raised 
almost $2 million. 

Catholic Relief Services, the official 
overseas relief and development or-
ganization of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, committed an initial 
$1 million for Iraq. Money is being 
used to provide food, water, essential 
living supplies, psychological support, 
education for displaced children and 
preparation for longer-term resettle-
ment. 

Liz O’Neill, CRS communications 
officer, said the agency has six staff 
in Iraq and works in partnership with 
Caritas Iraq, diocesan bishops and 
priests. Efforts are concentrated in 
northern Iraq.

She said CRS has collaborated with 
local partners in Iraq since 1992 and 
withdrew its foreign personnel in 2004 
because of the deteriorating security 
situation. CRS helps displaced Iraqis 
and Syrian refugees in Iraq.

O’Neill also said the agency would 
need $4 million to fulfill humanitar-
ian needs in Iraq over the next several 
months. 

Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of Lou-
isville, Kentucky, president of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
asked bishops throughout the country 
to hold a special collection in Septem-
ber to support the humanitarian and 
pastoral needs of Christians and other 
victims of violence in the Middle East, 
including Iraq, Syria and Gaza. Funds 
will be sent to the USCCB Office of 
National Collections for use by Catho-
lic Relief Services and other Catholic 
agencies working in partnership with 
the local church. 

    Archbishop Kurtz said the collec-
tion would be used to support Church 
programs, to aid persecuted Christians 
and “to respond to rebuilding needs of 
Catholic dioceses in the impacted ar-
eas.” 
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COURTESY OF YORK CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
Staff members of York Catholic High School – Athletic Director Richard Luckman, Assistant Principal Brandon Bailey, Prin-
cipal Katie Seufert and Chaplain Father Jonathan Sawicki – participate in the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge to donate funds to 
the John Paul II Medical Research Institute.

By Mark Pattison
Catholic News Service

Few people think of Iowa City, Iowa, 
as a hotbed of medical research. But in 
a roundabout way, more Catholics are 
beginning to take notice of a Catholic, 
pro-life medical research center.

This summer’s ALS ice bucket chal-
lenge craze has netted nearly $100 mil-
lion in donations for the ALS Associa-
tion, as celebrities and commoners alike 
are taking to social media, posting videos 
of themselves getting doused with ice-
cold water (and sometimes ice cubes), 
and challenging four friends to do the 
same: Get an ice-cold soaking, make a 
donation, or both, all for the purpose of 
fighting amyotrophic lateral sclerosis or 
Lou Gehrig’s disease.

But because the ALS Association has 
acknowledged conducting research us-
ing embryonic stem cells -- a practice 
opposed by the Catholic Church, and 
one the association said is funded by one 
specific donor and is coming to an end –
dioceses have recommended making do-
nations instead to the John Paul II Medi-
cal Research Institute, which conducts 
ALS research without using such cells.

The institute focuses on developing 
core technologies that all diseases need, 
and doing this within a pro-life value 
system.

Compared to what the ALS Associa-
tion is pulling in from the challenge, the 
institute’s income thus far has been, well, 
a drop in the bucket, but it represents a 
100 percent increase in donations.

“Last year, we raised $170,000 of pri-
vate donations, primarily through word 
of mouth, people we know. Because 
we’re small, we don’t have an organizer 
for marketing, a professional fund-rais-
ing organization,” said Dr. Alan Moy, 
who co-founded the institute in 2006 
with his wife Jeanne.

“In the last 10 days, we’ve received 
exposure and that’s doubled. That’s 
pretty significant,” Moy told Catholic 
News Service Aug. 29. “But compared 
to ALSA, that’s peanuts.”

The institute’s Web site says that it 
saves money by being in the Midwest 
as opposed to either of the two coasts, 
and it doesn’t pay huge salaries to its re-
searchers. In all, according to Moy, there 
are 10 full- or part-time employees in all 
phases of the institute, including nonre-
search tasks.

Witness Staff 
Featured in  
Columbia

The September edition 
of Columbia, the magazine 
of the Knights of Colum-
bus, features an article by 
Jen Reed, managing edi-
tor, with images by Chris 
Heisey, photographer. The 
feature, entitled “Quo Va-
dis?” examines the Knights’ 
support of vocation discern-
ment programs, and high-
lights the tenth anniversary 
of the Quo Vadis Days pro-
gram sponsored by the Dio-
cese of Harrisburg. A link 
can be found at http://www.
kofc.org/un/en/columbia/
index.html.

Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

• September 13 – Celebrant and homilist at Sisters Convocation, Cardi-
nal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 10 a.m.; Celebrant and homilist during Mass 
to bless renovated St. Philip the Apostle Church, Millersville, 5 p.m.

• September 14 – Celebrant and homilist at Blue Mass, St. Patrick Ca-
thedral, Harrisburg, 9:30 a.m.; Celebrant and homilist at Diocesan Hispan-
ic Heritage Mass, St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 3:30 p.m. 

• September 16 – Preside at Solemn Closing of Forty Hours, Divine 
Redeemer Church, Mount Carmel, 7 p.m.

• September 17 – Celebrant and homilist at Diocesan Education Confer-
ence Mass, Bishop McDevitt High School, Harrisburg 10 a.m.

• September 18 – Speaker at Theology on Tap, Appalachian Brewing 
Company, Harrisburg, 7 p.m.

• September 23-24 – Pennsylvania Catholic Conference Board of Gov-
ernors Meeting, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

• September 28 – Celebrant at Mass for the 50th Anniversary of the Geis-
inger Chaplaincy, Basilica of Sts. Cyril and Methodius, Danville, 3 p.m.

• September 30 – Keynote Speaker at Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation 
Banquet, Hotel Radisson, Camp Hill, 6 p.m.

Ice Bucket Challenge Brings  
Attention to Pro-Life Research Center

Moy said the findings of the research 
done by the institute would have appli-
cations for ALS as well as for cancer and 
other debilitating illnesses.

“Our model is what do we need to do 
that can reduce the time and money it 
costs to push a drug into a clinical trial,” 
he said.

At the institute, as at Catholic hospi-
tals, “there are a lot of people who may 
not be Catholic and they may not be pro-
life, but they have to recognize that the 
hospital isn’t going to do anything that’s 
opposed to Catholic teaching,” Moy ex-
plained. “They’re going to have to abide 
by certain Catholic principles. As long 
as they know that, I want them to work 
passionately, work hard, and know what 
the end game is. ... People are interested 
in making a difference.”

The institute takes credit for several 
accomplishments: helping facilitate 
the first commercial adult stem cells 
for medical research; helping facilitate 

achieving the world’s largest repository 
of adult stem cells; helping facilitate 
the development of induced pluripotent 
stem cells, which takes a patient’s cell 
and, through genetic manipulation, cre-
ates a stem cell that has all of the bio-
logical features of an embryonic stem 
cell but without the need to destroy em-
bryos; creating technology to convert 
stem cells into neurological cells; cre-
ating a clinical infrastructure to recruit 
patients from private centers around the 
country with less red tape than found in 
academia and government.

Moy said many of the adult stem cells 
created at the institute have therapeutic 
potential for ALS.

The institute, which partners with 
Mercy Hospital of Iowa City to gain ac-
cess to patients, has a plan – contingent 
on continued increased donations – to 
“scale up” its activities, Moy said. El-
ements of that plan include recruiting 
more ALS patients around the globe, 

collecting their clinical data, creat-
ing personalized stem cells from them, 
screening drugs on those ALS stem cells 
to find the best lead drug candidates for 
entering into clinical trials, manufactur-
ing FDA-approved adult stem cells that 
could be approved for ALS clinical tri-
als, and then participating in those trials.

Moy also hopes to double the insti-
tute’s staff.

“The ice-bucket challenge created an 
awareness among pro-life individuals 
about ALS and the supportive position 
of the ALS Association towards embry-
onic stem cell research,” Moy said in an 
Aug. 28 email to CNS. “With all of the 
attention given to this media phenom-
ena, pro-life individuals just stumbled 
across the institute and decided to give 
us financial support to conduct research 
on ALS.” 

(Learn more about the John Paul 
II Medical Research Institute at  
www.jp2mri.org.) 
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By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
The Catholic Witness

As a child, I used to play a lot with the boys in the neighborhood. This 
doesn’t surprise most of the people who know me. One of the games we 
used to play was “Army” or “Capture.” We would place a large plastic 
bucket on top of a hill. One team would be responsible 
for protecting the bucket, while the other team would try 
to grab it before being tagged.  We 
tagged each other by throwing burrs 
at each other’s clothes. If the burr hit 
the torso of the individual, he would 
fall to the ground and stay down un-
til the bucket was captured or the at-
tacking army was eliminated. When 
an attacking member was tagged, he 
became our prisoner until the end of 
the sortie was declared.  

These were some of our “rules of engagement,” until we got a new boy 
on the block. He was from “out of state,” specifically Aaronsburg, Pa. We 
all realized that Mark was truly different, besides having a strange accent, 
since in the midst of one our skirmishes, after he was tagged, he stood up 
and screamed, “NEW LIFE!”  

“What the heck does that mean?” we all cried out. His two simple words 
put all of us into a stir. These two words evoked a neighborhood agreement 
that articulated how many “lives” an individual had, how long an individual 
had to stay on the ground before “new life” was declared, as well as the 
definition of “actual death” by burrs.

I am reminded of this story each time I ponder the meaning of the Resur-
rection anew. In the encyclical Dies Domini, St. John Paul II writes, “every 
Sunday is the day of the Resurrection, and this is why it stands at the heart 
of all worship.” [1]

In Mark 16:2, 9, in Luke 24:1 and in John 20:1 the Resurrection takes 
place on the “first day after the Sabbath.”  So, Sunday “becomes” the week-
ly Easter for us. A moment in time to recall the day in which Christ rose 
from the dead, an event that happened outside of time as well. It is exactly 
because of the Resurrection that “the Christian Sunday cuts through human 
time, the months, the years, the centuries like a directional arrow with points 
all of us toward the target:  Christ’s Second Coming.” (DD, 75)

This “cutting through human time” makes Sunday a unique day. Our cal-
endar labels this day as the first day of the week, but it can also be consid-
ered the eighth because it lies after Saturday. In the Old Testament, it was 
considered an important day because it was the day in which light was cre-
ated and it was also considered holy according to the command: “For seven 
days present food offerings to the Lord, and on the eighth day hold a sacred 
assembly and present a food offering to the Lord. It is the closing special 
assembly, do no regular work.” (Lev. 23:36)

St. Basil the Great wrote that Sunday is Day One because it “symbolizes 
that truly singular day which will follow the present time, the day without 
end which will know neither evening nor morning, the imperishable age 
which will never grow old; Sunday is the ceaseless foretelling of life with-
out end which renews the hope of Christians and encourages them on their 
way.” (26)

So, Sunday is the day in which light was created – the light of Eternal 
Life which is given to us. This is a light that was prefigured in the Light of 
the Transfiguration of Christ and was showered down in the burning Light 
of Pentecost on the early Church. In a sense, it is a day in which we stand 
today with one foot on the earth and other in heaven.  A day in which echoes 
the festival of all festivals, the celebration of all celebrations.  It is a day in 
which we are called to truly LIVE NEW LIFE today.

“What the heck does that mean” for you? It means to enter into the mean-
ing of the day and of the Sunday Liturgy in a profound way. It means join-
ing ourselves to Christ, to die spiritually with Him through our Baptism and 
spiritually rise with Him as we celebrate the Eucharist. It means giving of 
ourselves out of love to others as we “die” to ourselves. It means standing 
up and screaming NEW LIFE when our culture shouts back at us. It means 
for us to be truly holy. What are we waiting for?

[1] St. John Paul II, Dies Domini, http://www.vatican.va/holy_fa-
ther/john_paul_ii/apost_letters/documents/hf_jp-ii_apl_05071998_dies 
 -domini_en.html

(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network 
Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and a member of the IT Depart-
ment. An educator for 28 years, she is responsible for Professional Develop-
ment Programs for every age learner. Through her presentations, she chal-
lenges her audiences to be the individual God has called them to be.)

Sunday Series:
Resurrection

By Father Paul CB Schenck
Special to The Witness

As we approach October, which is Respect Life month in the Church, our minds 
and hearts are turned toward the sanctity of human life and the dignity of each 
and every person. While the Respect Life theme is rightfully identified with the 
struggle against state-sanctioned attacks on innocent life – abortion, embryonic 
stem-cell research, euthanasia – it is equally concerned with every threat to life 
and dignity. This includes gun violence, unjust wars and 
the death penalty. Anything which diminishes the incom-
parable value of a human person is an affront to human 
dignity and to God, in whose image 
the human person is created. 

While the Christian faith especially 
comprehends this unique quality of 
human life (the Imago Dei, God’s im-
age), it is not necessary to be a Chris-
tian to understand the uniqueness of 
the human being and respect personhood. For this reason, 
we must invite members of other faith traditions, human-
ists, agnostics and atheists to join us in whatever way they 
can to defend and protect all human persons from conception to death. We must 
also work to make the cause of life a non-political one. The sanctity of human 
life cannot be a partisan issue, identified with a single political party or ideology. 
Liberals and Progressives, Conservatives and Libertarians as well as Democrats 
and Republicans must each do everything possible to uphold the uniqueness of 
the human person and defend human rights, foremost among them the right to live 
one’s own individual life. 

Let’s look for ways in which we agree. For instance, those who object to taking 
the life of the preborn or baby at birth defend the unique value of every human be-
ing regardless of their age, location or state of dependency. Those who oppose the 
death penalty and defend the right of the condemned to the possibility of rectitude 
through remorse and rehabilitation uphold the unique value of every human be-
ing, regardless of what they have done or not done. Those who oppose euthanasia 
and advocate for the right of the disabled, incapacitated, demented or aged to live 
out their natural years defend the intrinsic value of the human being regardless of 
their physical or mental condition. Those who oppose gun violence by criminal 
elements, law enforcement or untrained individuals uphold the sanctity of human 
life against lethal coercion and intimidation of the powerless by the powerful. 
Those who welcome undocumented refugees and immigrants across the borders 
do so out of respect for the sanctity of their lives and dignity, just as those who 
welcome every child from conception do so on the basis of the sanctity of their 
lives and dignity. So what is often made out to be politically opposing viewpoints 
turn out to be motivated by the same respect for human life and dignity.  

Political divisions based on semantics have frustrated progress towards a soci-
ety and culture that protects and validates the weak and vulnerable against social 
devaluation and disrespect. For this reason, it is crucial that we reach across the 
religious and political aisles and make common cause together on the “weightier 
matters of the law” and continue to dialogue and discern on lesser matters. 

The fall anticipates many efforts to witness for Life. The National Day of Re-
membrance for Aborted Children will take place Saturday September 13 at St. 
Matthew Church in Dauphin and at St. Benedict the Abbot Parish in Lebanon. On 
the evening of September 24, the 40 Days for Life will begin with the opening 
Mass at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church in Harrisburg. The Dioc-
esan Respect Life Conference and Respect Life Council meeting will convene 
Saturday, October 18 in the Cardinal Keeler Center.  Parishes and schools have 
received the packet containing the Bishops’ Pastoral Plan for Pro-Life Activities. 
Parishes are encouraged to prayerfully implement the Plan between October and 
January and throughout the year. 

For more information on death penalty issues, see: http://catholics 
mobilizing.org. On gun violence, see http://www.faithinpubliclife.org. In parishes 
and schools and throughout our communities, we need to work in concert to ad-
vance the sanctity of human life and dignity of the human person in all respects. 

(Father Paul CB Schenck is Diocesan Director of the Respect Life Office and 
Chair of the National Pro-Life Center on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C. A cer-
tified Bioethicist, he is available to speak on these and related topics. Contact the 
Respect Life Office at 717-657-4804.)

Father Paul  
CB Schenck

LIFEGIFT

Thoughts
from a Catholic  

Evangelist
Sister Geralyn 
Schmidt, SCC

Pro-Life  
across the Divide
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‘Talk Tech’ at the Parish  
Life Technology Conference

St. Joseph Parish in York will host its second Parish Life 
Technology Conference (PLTC) on Monday, Oct. 13 from 9 
a.m.-3:15 p.m. The conference is an opportunity for anyone 
interested in using a wide range of technologies for evan-
gelization, catechesis, worship, socialization and church of-
fice tasks. It is a non-threatening day for the “tech-illiterate” 
and for experts looking for new ideas to use technology for 
their church. Those who may find it specifically useful in-
clude pastors or priests, deacons, directors or coordinators 
of religious education, and volunteer ministers such as those 
serving on pastoral councils, finance councils, development 
committees, or other parish volunteers. 

This year’s theme is “UPLINKED”: focusing on reaching 
out to people using print, electronic, and telephonic commu-
nications while assisting church workers in catching parish-
ioners’ attention, conveying authentic care to the commu-
nity, and providing ways to connect with other resources for 
evangelization and catechesis. Join us as we discover ways 
to help people know they are connected to something greater 
than themselves, that they have support, and that they be-
long to something supernatural. They matter. They are loved. 
Get them UPLINKED. The keynote speaker is Matt Warner, 
CEO of Flocknote.com, national speaker and blogger.

The day includes six speakers providing seven workshops 
throughout the day. The cost to attend is $40 per person and 
includes lunch. For more information, or to register (dead-
line: Oct 6), visit www.ParishLifeTech.com or send an  
e-mail to ParishLifeTech@sjy.org.

Diocesan Respect Life Conference

October 18, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

“Opening Our Hearts to Life”
Celebrant and Homilist for Holy Mass ~ Bishop Ronald W. Gainer

Keynote Speaker – Father Frank Pavone, Priests for Life

8:30 – Registration
9:00 – Holy Mass
10:00 – Workshop Presenters
12:00 – New Life for Girls Choir
12:45 – Lunch
1:30 – Workshop Presenters
2:30 – Keynote Speaker

4:00 – Closing

Workshop Presentations:
Technology in Ministry – Tom Steele, Director of Information Technology, 
St. Joseph Parish in York
Sidewalk Counseling – Tamara Cesare, Catholics United for Life
Palliative Prenatal Care – Dorice Millar, Holy Spirit Hospital Women’s Health Center
Medical Terminology and End of Life Issues – Father Paul CB Schenck, Director of the 
Diocesan Office of Respect Life Activities, and Chairman of the National Pro-Life Center 
on Capitol Hill

Lunch will be provided. Registration deadline is Oct. 10, with a suggested donation of $15. 
To register, contact Joy at 717-657-4804, ext. 293, or jcrimmins@hbgdiocese.org.
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PHOTO COURTESY OF THE FRANCISCAN SISTERS, T.O.R.
Sister Eliana Day with Bishop Jeffrey Monforton of the Diocese 
of Steubenville, Ohio, following her profession of perpetual 
vows as a member of the Franciscan Sisters, T.O.R. of Pen-
ance of the Sorrowful Mother. Sister Eliana entered the Church 
at St. Patrick Parish in Carlisle in 1995. She made her final 
profession in Toronto, Ohio, in July.  

Sister Eliana (Jody) Day, T.O.R., a member of the 
Franciscan Sisters, T.O.R. of Penance of the Sorrowful 
Mother, professed perpetual vows of poverty, chastity 
and obedience on July 6 before Bishop Jeffery Monfor-
ton of the Diocese of Steubenville, Ohio. The daughter 
of James and Kathy Day, she grew up near Carlisle. Her 
family attended a local protestant church, and at age 14, 
she chose to be baptized. In 1995, at the age of 21, she 
was confirmed at St. Patrick Church in Carlisle.

Published here is Sister Eliana’s vocation story, re-
printed with her permission. Learn more about her com-
munity at www.franciscansisterstor.org.

By Sister Eliana Day, T.O.R.
My name is Sister Eliana (pronounced Ellie-ah-na). I 

grew up in Pennsylvania with one younger brother. We 
were a Protestant family, although we weren’t deeply re-
ligious. We went to church and prayed before meals. I 
fell away from any faith in high school and was deep-
ly into the party scene at college. I hit bottom, and for 
the first time looked up to God for help. He gave me 
his mercy and his love, and I began to live my life for 
him. In seeking him more deeply in the Scriptures and 
through the witness of some friends, I found the truth in 
the Catholic Church and converted when I was 21. Ob-
viously there is a whole story here, but that will have to 
wait for another time. On to the vocation story…

After my conversion to Catholicism, I went to Fran-
ciscan University of Steubenville to finish college. Ac-
tually, my motivation was mostly to be in a Catholic 
atmosphere to learn what it really means to be Catho-
lic. While I was there, I avoided all the religious sisters 
at all costs. I was not interested! Instead, I was interested 
in boys and did date a bit. It was a new experience for 
me to date men who were into their faith and not just 
interested in a physical relationship with me.

For my graduation gift, I asked my parents for a plane 
ticket to Rome. The group I was with was invited to pray 
the Rosary one night with Pope John Paul II. After the 
Rosary, the pope spoke to us, but in my heart I felt the 
Lord asking me to leave the group and go over to an im-
age of the Blessed Mother. I sat there and began to talk 
to Our Lady about the lack of peace that was in my heart 
all day long. I sensed her response in my heart, “Just be 
open.” I knew immediately she was asking me to consider religious life. I wrestled with her 
and the idea for awhile, and then responded that I would “just think about it.” Well, within 
minutes I was so excited and filled with joy! I was thinking about different habits and what 
colors I would like, and how cute I would look in it! I had a lot to learn.

I did make a deal with the Lord, though. I told him that if he wanted me, he would have to 
woo me. I would expect that of any man, and so I expected it of him too. And that’s exactly 
what he did. The next six years I spent really getting to know him. I went to daily Mass and 
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, read Scripture, went on retreats, met regularly with a 
spiritual director, as well as being heavily involved in youth ministry. I knew that no matter 
what vocation he called me to, the most important thing was to do his will and the only way 
to do his will was to get to know him. He spoke to me a lot through Scripture. One of the 
most powerful verses he gave me for my vocation was Isaiah 62:5, “As a young man mar-
ries a virgin, so shall your builder marry you.” I was in awe that my God, my Creator, would 
want to marry me.

My discernment those six years was totally led by the 
Lord. He took me on a cyclical journey, kind of like a 
spiral staircase that went down deeper and deeper into 
my heart to discover the true desires of my heart. First, 
we would consider religious life, and then after awhile 
we’d switch to married life and then back again. Each 
time around, we would get more and more specific. For 
example, when thinking about marriage, we started 
thinking about the vocation generally, then later I had the 
opportunity to spend a lot of time with a solid Catholic 
family, and finally he introduced me to a guy who made 
marriage a possibility for me. As I took all of this to 
prayer, I was able to see the beauty in each vocation, and 
soon I was able to see myself in each vocation as well.

One key experience happened on New Year’s Eve. I 
had just returned from a difficult visit with my family 
in time for an adoration service. The priest kept talk-
ing about how God still does miracles. I was cynical 
and inside said, “Whatever!” The Lord broke into my 
thoughts and impressed this question into my heart, “Do 
you want to see a miracle?” I was pretty shocked and 
not so sure. He really didn’t wait for me to answer. I 
felt a pain in my heart and had an image in my mind 
of my heart. It had long black tentacles or roots grown 
deep into it. They started to shrivel up, and then the Lord 
pulled them out of my heart and healed the wounds. Im-
mediately I was filled with a sense of exuberant joy! I 
sensed that the roots represented a lie that I had believed 
unconsciously—the lie that because of some experiences 
I had as a child that I was defective, and if I chose to get 
married I would only hurt my husband and children. Be-
cause of this healing, I experienced a great freedom in 
the knowledge that I could choose either vocation—and 
I could be good at each and holy in each. I felt like I was 
on top of the world and could do anything!

It was only a few months later that the Lord’s call on 
my life became clear. I returned late one night after lead-
ing a retreat that had gone extremely well and wanted 
to thank the Lord. So I went into the dark chapel. There 
was only one small spotlight on the large gold taberna-
cle. I knelt on the red carpet in front of the tabernacle and 
simply praised the Lord for his goodness. I wasn’t think-
ing about my vocation at all. Then I sat down to just be 
with him in silence, and immediately I felt him say to me 

in my heart, “Will you marry me?” I was speechless and at first couldn’t take in what he had 
asked. Then I started to think of the fact that I couldn’t get married and have kids, but that 
seemed so unimportant, so secondary. “Yes, yes, yes,” I responded! Of course it was a totally 
girly moment—I was totally emotional with tears running down my face. As I responded, I 
realized that the yes I said to him was from deep, deep inside my heart, from the center. It 
was the desire of my heart all along.

After realizing that I desired to give myself totally to Him alone in religious life, I checked 
out some different communities and went to visit them. On my first visit to the T.O.R. Sis-
ters, I felt so at home that I was making “we” statements within a few days and had to keep 
reminding myself that I was not part of the community. I entered here in August 2004, and 
after many years of continued discernment and testing of my vocation, I professed perpetual 
vows on July 6, 2014.  This life is difficult, because we are all striving to live the Gospel 
and give ourselves totally to Christ, but it is filled with more joy than I ever expected. Doing 
God’s will always is!

Sister Eliana, Carlisle Native,  
Professed Perpetual Vows, Shares Vocation Story

The KNIGHTS of COLUMBUS Council 13692
Proudly presents:

SHROUD of TURIN Conference
A fascinating study on the SCIENCE, HISTORY and CONTROVERSY of the most important relic  

in the history of Christianity. This ancient cloth has been revered by many as the burial cloth that  

wrapped the body of Jesus Christ but also dismissed by skeptics as a fraud.

October 17 (3-9 pm) and

October 18 (8 am-4 pm), 2014

at the historic

SACRED HEART BASILICA
30 Basilica Drive, Hanover, PA 17331

Historical tour
of Basilicia by 

Fr. James Lease
at 2 pm, Friday

Vigil MASS at
5:30 p.m.
Saturday

Conference fee: $50.00
(includes Dinner on Friday

and lunch on Saturday)

GUEST SPEAKERS:
DR. JOHN JACKSON

Founder, Turin Shroud Center of Colorado
Lead Scientist, STURP 1978

(Shroud of Turin Research Project)
REBECCA JACKSON

Co Founder, Turin Shroud Center of Colorado
Ethnologist and expert on the first century 

Jewish background of the Shroud

Guest musician:
MARTY ROTELLA
Singer, composer,
Grammy nominee

For more information and tickets: 
Email: ShroudConference@gmail.com

Visit: Facebook.com/ShroudConference
or call LUZ SOCRATES  

(Conference Coordinator) 717-873-3650
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By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

Sometime ago, two sophomores in high school sat down at a science lab table 
and began to work at a lab in their chemistry class. They were from different grade 
schools, but both of their elementary schools fed into the same high school. They 
came to learn that the purpose of the lab was to 
identify specific metals by a flame test, putting a 
tip of wire into powder and then putting the wire 
into a flame. There were several small flasks of 
white powders, and the instructor told them that 
the flame would change color as they put the wire 
into them, depending on the type of metal that 
was present.  

The conversation at the lab table between the 
sophomores went something like this: “Oh cool! 
The flame turned blue.” Each of them scribbled 
their results in their notebook. “You know, this 
reminds me of an experiment my science teacher 
did with us when I was in fifth grade,” one said. 
“Really?  You mean you did something like this 
back then?” “No, the students didn’t do it, the 
teacher did. We had a nun who took great interest 
in making science hands-on and fun for us.” “No 
kidding! I did too!” said the other. “This sister 
used to share experiments she did with the eighth 
graders with us when we were in just fifth grade!” 
“Really! What was your teacher’s name?” the 
first one asked. “Sister Geralyn.” “Holy cow! 
You had her too? So did I.”

This conversation was repeated to me during a 
100th anniversary celebration of one of the elementary schools in which I taught. 
My former students also told me that they both thought I was absolutely nutty to 
love science so much! I replied with a wink, “Something I said or did caught fire 
within your hearts, since both of you went to study engineering in college!”

As I walked away from this conversation, I began to think about the amazing 
blessing it has been for me to be a teacher.  Quoting Henry Adams, “A teacher af-
fects eternity; he can never tell where his influence stops.” I am always surprised 
and humbled when I learn that my feeble ramblings as a teacher touched the life 
of one of my students. I can see all the teachers reading this article nodding their 
heads.

Being a part of a religious congregation of the Sisters of Christian Charity, I am 
often reminded that I stand on the shoulders of giant women who have left a living 
legacy of excellence, not only to the Church but also to the teaching profession. 
One such individual was Sister Janice Borst, SCC.  

I taught with Sister Janice at Bishop McDevitt High School in Harrisburg. In 
2007, Sister Janice was diagnosed with ovarian cancer. As a result, she resigned 
from her teaching position at McDevitt but her passion for teaching remained. 
While on chemotherapy, she got involved in a program that taught Spanish to the 
members of the board of directors of Brookside Racing Stables. In addition, she 
taught English to the stable hands as well as the jockeys. After one class, Sister 
Janice admitted to her students that she never had the opportunity to ride a horse or 
even touch one of them, so her students invited her down to the stables where she 
met several face-to-face, up close and personal.

During the course of her visit, she met 13 different foals, and one named Guada-
lupe, in which she took a keen interest. Because of her love of the Spanish culture 
and language, Sister Janice had a profound devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe. As 
she met horses and strolled around the stables, she told the story of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe and her appearance to Juan Diego near Mexico City in 1531. (If you are 
unfamiliar with it, visit http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Our_Lady_of_Guadalupe).

Shortly after this visit, Sister Janice lost her battle with cancer on June 27, 2010. 
Her students from Brookside attended her wake and funeral and shared with all of 
the Sisters who lived with her how special she was to them.

The board members were so smitten with Sister Janice and the story of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe and St. Juan Diego that when Guadalupe went to foal, they named 
her colt One Diego. As he matured and began to run, he turned out to be “a miracle 
horse,” according to Elisa Verbos, a member of the board of directors of the Race-
track Chaplaincy of America. “He has the heart of a winner and the spirit of a lamb. 
He is a horse that never gives up. The jockeys and trainers find him easy to work 
with as well as train.”  

When Guadalupe went to foal again, she had a filly. Her owners called her Sister 
Janice.  

“As Sister Janice (the horse) went through her training, it became evident that she 
was intelligent, quick to learn, and downright feisty. Just like the real one!” Miss 
Verbos said. 

On August 15 this year, the feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Sister Janice ran her first race. She easily won this race by several lengths and is 
expected to have a stellar career at the track. I look forward to the day in which I 
meet the four-legged Sister Janice, as well as her owners and trainers at the track.

This story truly brings home to me that a living legacy from a teacher can be 
found when hearts connect. If you have a favorite teacher, reach out to them and 
say, “Thanks!” 

(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network Co-
ordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and a member of the IT Department. An 
educator for 28 years, she is responsible for Professional Development Programs 
for every age learner. Through her presentations, she challenges her audiences to 
be the individual God has called them to be.) 

Sister Janice’s Legacy Continues 
to Touch Lives of Those She 

Taught at Penn National By Mary Klaus
The Catholic Witness

Pauline Richards believes that 
Catholic churches are like Catholic 
families – they need a steady diet of 
prayer to flourish.

Mrs. Richards, mother of eight, 
grandmother of 18, great-grandmother of 
two and member of Holy Infant Parish in 
York Haven for the past 42 years, over the 
years has followed that prayer diet in both 
her family and church.

“A family and a church both have to start 
with God,” Mrs. Richards said. “After my 
children were born, I gave each of them to 
God. My job has been to raise them in faith 
through prayer. Families are little churches. 
God is the glue that holds them together. 
The family that prays together stays to-
gether.”

Mrs. Richards, originally from Exton, 
and her late husband, Bernard, originally 
from Pittston, grew up in devout Catholic 
families. They came to York Haven in 1972 
and over the years raised six daughters and 
two sons in their own devout family. Their 
family grew with Holy Infant, then a mis-
sion church.

The Richards were happily married for 
46 years. Mr. Richards’ long illness for sev-
eral months and his death last year tested 
Mrs. Richards’ faith in new ways.

“It was so hard to lose Bernie,” she said 
slowly. “He had the Anointing of the Sick 
several times. Although I was in a dark 
place then, I received Holy Communion 
and found God. I realized this was the way 
it was and accepted it. “

Father Edward C. Malesic, pastor of Holy 
Infant Parish and Judicial Vicar for the Di-
ocese of Harrisburg, said that the Richards 
family rallied around Bernard Richards as 
he was dying, giving a quiet but powerful 
testimony “about what a Catholic family is 
about in trying times.”

He called Pauline Richards “a model of 
courage and faithfulness both as a Catholic 
and as a wife. She used her faith to give her 
the strength to do what needed to be done. 
She has an articulate understanding of what 
it means to be a Catholic and a follower of 
Jesus Christ.”

Mrs. Richards said that prayer keeps the 

Catholic Church going from generation to 
generation.

“Faith is like breathing in God,” she said. 
“It is having Christ within us. I have an al-
tar in my home and collect religious statues 
of saints.” 

She also organizes the parish’s prayer 
tree. 

“Our parish is powered by prayer,” Fa-
ther Malesic said. “When parish members 
need prayers for someone, they go to Pau-
line. She is an extremely spiritual person. 
The Lord works through her in many ways”

Father Malesic said that Mrs. Richards 
prays simply and without fanfare for many 
needs, including those of parishioners who 
request her prayers.

“She is especially close to our Lord in 
the Eucharist and devoted to Mary and the 
saints,” he said. “I can’t count the number 
of religious items that she has asked me to 
bless before or after Mass. Most of these 
medals, cards, crucifixes and the like are 
gifts that she will give out to her family. 
She isn’t afraid to witness to her Catholic 
faith. She does it in such a beautiful way, 
always coming from the heart.”

Because she lives within walking dis-
tance of Holy Infant Church, Mrs. Rich-
ards has become the “go to” person for 
everything from meeting someone at the 
church to locking it up. She also takes Holy 
Communion to those who are homebound. 
She said she can’t imagine life without her 
Church.

“This is a friendly parish,” she said, not-
ing that the average parishioner’s age is 34. 
“We have coffee and doughnuts every Sun-
day. While the kids are in religious educa-
tion class, the parents visit. We’re a family 
here.”

(Mary Klaus is a freelance reporter for 
The Catholic Witness. The “Witnesses to 
Faith” series highlights ways in which 
Catholics are living the faith in their daily 
lives.) 

For Holy Infant Parishioner,  
Faith is ‘Breathing in God’

o
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The education ministry of 
Christian Charity Sister Janice 
Borst, shown here at Bishop 
McDevitt High School, extend-
ed through diocesan class-
rooms and the race track min-
istry at Penn National Race 
Course.
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really recommend this dish,’ nobody 
is going to say, ‘Who do you think 
you are to shove your culinary taste 
down our throats?’”

The same applies to sharing our 
love for the Lord and the Church, Dr. 
Hahn expressed.

“Sharing is what friends do. It’s 
what friends expect,” he said. “It’s 
okay to say, ‘I grew up Catholic and 
took it for granted, but lately I’ve 
discovered that the faith is true and 
beautiful.’

“Share your faith as a friend, and 
maybe someone will ask you to talk 
more about it,” he suggested.

Dr. Hahn is Professor of Theology 
and Scripture and Chair of Biblical 
Theology and the New Evangeliza-
tion at Franciscan University of Steu-
benville in Ohio. Through speaking 
engagements and books on Scripture 
and the Church, he has helped mo-
tivate Catholics in their embrace of 
the faith.

Dr. Hahn’s three-workshop con-
ference – which also included talks 
on the early Church and angels and 
saints – was an event hosted by Im-
maculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Parish in New Oxford. 
It was the second such conference 
hosted by the parish, which last year 
brought author and speaker Mike  
Aquilina to the diocese. 

Conference coordinator Pete Socks 
told The Catholic Witness that the 
parish hopes to make the event an 
annual one. On May 2, 2015, the 
parish will bring in EWTN host and 

Dr. Scott Hahn
Continued from 1

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Via a webinar from his office, Bishop Ronald Gainer welcomes students back to school.

Chief Teacher Welcomes Students Back to School

author Donna-Marie Cooper O’Boyle, 
and next August will host Matt Leon-
ard, Executive Director of the St. Paul 
Center for Biblical Theology, founded 
by Dr. Hahn.

The conferences have had the sup-
port of former pastor Father Steven 
Fauser and current administrator Fa-
ther Michael Letteer.

Mr. Socks considers his role as con-
ference coordinator as a way of giving 
back to the parish, the Adams Dean-
ery and the Diocese of Harrisburg. 
His blog, The Catholic Book Blogger 
(www.catholicbookblogger.com) has 
enabled him to connect with Catholic 
authors to invite to the conferences.

“My hope is attendees learn more 
about the richness of their Catholic 
faith,” Mr. Socks said. “Our faith is 
like a beach. A beach is composed of 
many grains of sand, so much so that 
you could never pick up and examine 
each of those grains. Like those grains 
of sand, there is so much we can learn 
about our faith if only we take the time 
to do it. In fact, there is so much to 
learn you could never cover it all.  

“These events are an effort to pro-
vide people with an opportunity to 
hear some of the best author-speakers 
out there today,” he continued. “Each 
of them has their own area of focus in 
the faith, and this will allow attendees 
to hear a wide variety of topics and 
hopefully share what they have learned 
with others. By sharing what they have 
learned, they are evangelizing and thus 
fulfilling what the laity is called to do 
in the New Evangelization.”

In his opening address, Dr. Hahn de-
fined the New Evangelization as “re-
evangelizing the de-Christianized.” 
Some 30-40 percent of Catholics in the 

United States have stopped practicing, 
he pointed out.

Evangelization is our mission as 
members of the Church, he said, reiter-
ating the words of Pope Paul VI in his 
apostolic exhortation Evangelii Nunti-
andi in 1975:

“Evangelizing is in fact the grace 
and vocation proper to the Church, her 
deepest identity. She exists in order to 
evangelize, that is to say, in order to 
preach and teach, to be the channel of 
the gift of grace, to reconcile sinners 
with God, and to perpetuate Christ’s 
sacrifice in the Mass, which is the me-
morial of His death and glorious resur-
rection.”

Dr. Hahn also recalled the words of 
St. John Paul II in Redemptoris Mis-
sio – on the permanent validity of the 
Church’s missionary mandate – in 
1990:

“I sense that the moment has come 
to commit all of the Church’s energies 
to a new evangelization and to the mis-
sion ad gentes. No believer in Christ, 
no institution of the Church can avoid 
the supreme duty: to proclaim Christ to 
all peoples.”

Despite these “marching orders,” 
Catholics often find themselves re-
luctant to share their faith, preferring 
it instead to be a private matter, or to 
let their good deeds – instead of their 
words – be a witness.

“A Catholic who is faithful is not 
only going to take in the faith and keep 
it, he is going to spread it. You can’t 
keep the faith unless you share it, and 
you don’t really learn the faith until 
you teach it…. We need to talk the talk, 
and walk the walk,” Dr. Hahn said.

Participating in the New Evangeliza-
tion doesn’t necessarily mean reciting 

Scripture on street corners or hand-
ing out Bibles. It means sharing the 
faith wherever you are in life, Dr. 
Hahn said.

“If you are a husband or wife, if 
you work in a factory or in an office, 
your state in life will define how it is 
that you share the Gospel,” he said.

He said our efforts in the New 
Evangelization require two things: 
friendship and joy.

“Be the best friend that you can be, 
and then be bold enough to share your 
experience of the Catholic faith,” he 
said. “You may be the only homily 
they ever hear. The way you pres-
ent the faith might be the one bridge 
built to get them home to the family 
of God.”

We’re out to bring people to Christ, 
not to win arguments, he said. One of 
the best ways to attract people to the 
faith is with joy.

“Not every Catholic can explain 
every doctrine of the Church’s teach-
ing. Not everybody can answer all 
the common objections about Mary, 
the pope, the saints and the sacra-
ments,” Dr. Hahn said, “but the one 
thing that each and every one of us 
can do and should do is enjoy being 
Catholic.”

(Read Evangelii Nuntiandi at 
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/
paul_vi/apost_exhortations/docu-
ments/hf_p-vi_exh_19751208_evan-
gelii-nuntiandi_en.html

Read Redemptoris Missio at http://
www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_
paul_ii/encyclicals/documents/hf_ 
jp-ii_enc_07121990_ 
redemptoris-missio_en.html)

As students in the diocese’s 41 
schools settled into the start of 

a new academic year, they were greet-
ed with words of encouragement by  
Bishop Ronald Gainer via a webinar Sept. 
3.

The connection, made possible through 
the diocese’s wide-area network, gave stu-
dents a glimpse into the bishop’s office, as 
he sat before a webcam in his quarters at 
the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg.

More than 100 classrooms connected 
to the webinar through “Any Meeting,” 
which is used by diocesan schools and the 
Diocesan Institute for Catechetical and 
Pastoral Formation.

Bishop Gainer began his “back to 
school” address with a prayer, asking 
God’s blessing upon all students and 
school communities and their efforts this 
year.

“A Catholic school is a place that grows 
saints,” he told the students. “That is an 
important part of our vocation, the calling 
that God has given to every one of us: to 
be a holy person.”

“Catholic schools help us to keep the fo-
cus on what is of ultimate importance. It’s 
very important that you do well this year 
in your studies and in your activities, that 
you grow in every possible way through 
the programs of our Catholic schools,” 
he said. “But it’s also important that you 
keep your focus and keep your mind set 
on what is of eternal value, not just to be 
a success, not just to be happy, not just 
to be productive in this world. We are 
all made for eternity, and our decisions, 
activities and attitudes are important for 
eternal life.”

(View a video of the webinar at www.
hbgdiocese.org.) 
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miracle being attributed to Sheen, now 
is an appropriate time,” the Sept. 5 Peo-
ria statement said.

It added, “Clearly Archbishop 
Sheen’s wishes for his final resting 
place could not have anticipated that 
he would go through a canonization 
process led by his native Diocese of 
Peoria, after it was turned down by the 
Archdiocese of New York.”

Peoria diocesan chancellor Patri-
cia Gibson said in the statement, “Af-
ter New York clearly turned down the 
cause, Peoria was happy to put forth the 
lengthy work and effort because of how 
much he is loved by the priests and lay 
faithful in this diocese.”

In an interview published Sept. 6 by 
Crux, the Boston Globe’s religion news-
letter, Cardinal Dolan said, “We’ve had 
some issues [with Peoria] over what 
to do with the remains of Archbishop 
Sheen and what relics we might be able 
to share, and I’m committed to doing 
whatever we can that’s consistent with 
Sheen’s own wishes, the wishes of his 
family, the instructions we get from the 
Congregation for the Causes of Saints 
and New York state law.”

If the Peoria Diocese’s decision is 
final to suspend Archbishop Sheen’s 
cause and to assign it to the Vatican 
congregation’s historical archives, 
Zwilling said, “the Archdiocese of New 
York would welcome the opportunity 
to assume responsibility for the cause 
in an attempt to move it forward.”

Cardinal Dolan told Crux, “I guess 
my next step is to write a formal letter 
to Bishop Jenky and the congregation, 
saying we’d be honored to take over 
the cause if that’s what seems best.”

“After further discussion with Rome, 
it was decided that the Sheen Cause 
would now have to be relegated to the 
congregation’s historic archive,” the 
Sept. 3 Peoria diocesan statement said. 

Bonnie Engstrom, whose delivery of 
a stillborn baby in 2010 provided the 
basis for a possible miracle attributable 
to Archbishop Sheen, expressed sad-
ness and confusion over the delay in 
the sainthood cause. 

“We are very disappointed that the 
cause to canonize Venerable Fulton 
Sheen had to be closed, especially be-
cause it had been progressing so well,” 
she told the Catholic Herald, a British 
Catholic newspaper. “We are incred-
ibly saddened and confused by the 
Archdiocese of New York’s decision to 
not cooperate with the Sheen Founda-
tion on the cause. We trust in the good-
ness of God.”

Engstrom’s son James had no record-
ed heartbeat for 61 minutes after de-
livery. Then, as doctors were about to 
pronounce the child dead, James’ heart 
started beating. He has defied doctors’ 
predictions that he would not survive, 
or that he would have severe physi-
cal and developmental limitations. In 
March, a seven-member team of medi-
cal experts convoked by the Vatican 
reported there is no natural explanation 
for the boy’s survival. 

“Countless supporters especially 
from the local church in Central Illinois 
have given their time, treasure and tal-
ent for this good work with the clear un-
derstanding that the body of Venerable 
Sheen would return to the diocese,” the 
Sept. 3 Peoria statement said. “Bishop 
Jenky was personally assured on sev-
eral occasions by the Archdiocese of 
New York that the transfer of the body 
would take place at the appropriate 
time. New York’s change of mind took 
place as the work on behalf of the cause 
had reached a significant stage.”

Archbishop Sheen, after his years in 
the TV limelight, retained a high profile 
by running the Society for the Propaga-
tion of the Faith out of New York City. 

Sheen
Continued from 1

We are faced with a challenge! Many dioceses 
throughout the United States are facing the chal-
lenge of fewer vocations to the priesthood. We in 
the Diocese of Harrisburg are faced with a differ-
ent kind of challenge – the need to provide solid 
seminary formation for an increasing number of 
men who are studying for the priesthood. What 
a wonderful challenge to be blessed with! As we 
have counted on your prayers for young men con-
sidering a vocation to the priesthood, so now we 
need your financial help in providing seminary 
formation for them.

The Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer, Bishop 
of Harrisburg, invites you to the annual Fishers of 
Men Dinner on October 3 at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg.   

Let us meet this challenge together! Make a reservation for the dinner, or make a donation, at http://www.hbg-
diocese.org/event/fishers-of-men-dinner/  

Contact the Office of Vocations at 717-657-4804, ext. 282, or dkerstetter@hbgdiocese.org.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Earlier this month, Father Richard Ho Lung, the founder of the Missionaries of the Poor, and 15 of the congregation’s 
brothers and friends from Jamaica, visited the Diocese of Harrisburg, where they performed a concert production to 
raise awareness and funds for their work in feeding the hungry, housing the homeless and caring for children and 
those who are ill. The Missionaries of the Poor performed two concerts at St. Patrick Parish in Carlisle, hosted by 
the parish’s Foreign Mission Team, which provides for education, building construction, medical care, food and clean 
water through various international projects. During their stay in the diocese, Father Ho Lung met with Bishop Ronald 
Gainer to share about the Missionaries’ work in Jamaica, Haiti, Uganda, Vietnam, India and the Philippines. Shown 
from left are Father Ho Lung, Bishop Gainer, Brother Cipriano, and Father William Forrey, pastor of St. Patrick Parish.

Priests of the diocese gathered Sept. 4 for their first convocation with Bishop  
Ronald Gainer at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg. The gathering includ-
ed lunch and daytime prayer. Bishop Gainer presented several topics on which 
he sought the priests’ opinions, and then opened the floor for their comments in a 
type of “town hall” gathering. 

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Annual Fishers of Men Dinner
To Benefit the Seminarians of the Diocese of Harrisburg

Friday, October 3
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

Hors d’oeuvres served at 6:00
Dinner begins at 7:00

Cost is $150 per plate, $800 per table of six, 
or $1,000 per table of eight
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The primary instrument of God and his grace in the 
teaching of the faith is….drum roll, please….THE PER-
SON OF THE CATECHIST!

This is true whether the catechists are the parents, who 
are called upon by God to be the first and primary educa-
tors of their children, especially in the ways of faith, or 
the volunteer parish catechist in a parish religious edu-
cation program, or the Catholic school teacher. 

In his Sept. 29, 2013, homily to catechists, Pope Fran-
cis spoke the following:

“A catechist is a Christian who puts this remembrance 
at the service of proclamation, not to seem important, 
not to talk about himself or herself, but to talk about 
God, about his love and his fidelity. To talk about and to 
pass down all that God has revealed, his teaching in its 
totality, neither trimming it down nor adding on to it.”

Here, the Holy Father is providing a recipe for certain 
characteristics fundamental to catechists bearing good 
fruit for the Lord by being authentic and humble, and by 
handing on the faith in all its beauty – by being true and 
authentic witnesses to Christ.    

Now that school has begun, we are about to kick off 
another celebration of Catechetical Sunday on Sept. 21. 
This is a day in which the Church in the United States 
puts special emphasis on recognizing the contributions 
of a veritable army of volunteer catechists and catecheti-
cal leaders who, without fanfare, are called upon to hand 
on the Catholic faith in its fullness, beauty and vigor. 
Week in and week out, they give witness to the merci-
ful love and truth Who is Christ Jesus, the Lord God 
incarnate.

Catechists as Witnesses  
to God’s Gift of Forgiveness

The theme chosen by the Bishops of the United States 
for Catechetical Sunday 2014 is “Teaching about God’s 
Gift of Forgiveness.” The title of this theme implies that 
those handing on the faith, be they parents, parish cat-
echists, or Catholic school teachers, must be intentional 
in teaching that forgiveness is a gift from God and a re-
quirement of the Gospel.  

At various points throughout the Gospels, the Lord 
tells us that we will be forgiven to the extent (and only to 
the extent) that we forgive others. We cannot enter into 
the eternal joys of heaven without first accepting God’s 
forgiveness, which is pure grace, pure gift. And we have 
his assurance that we will receive his forgiveness to the 
extent that we, ourselves, have been merciful.  “…and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us” (Matthew 6:12). “Blessed are the mer-
ciful, for they will be shown mercy” (Matthew 5:7).  

These are words from the lips of Jesus himself. Put an-
other way, St. Augustine, a great bishop and teacher of 
the faith, wrote that “The same God Who made us with-
out our consent will not save us without our consent.” 
The acceptance of God’s forgiveness, and our own for-
giveness of those who have offended us, are among the 
primary ways that we cooperate with God’s grace.

God’s bottomless ocean of mercy takes concrete form 
in the Sacrament of Baptism, and after that in the Sac-
rament of Penance and Reconciliation. Catechists give 
witness to divine mercy through frequenting this sacra-
ment themselves, and by leading their students toward 
it. Jesus gave us this sacrament, cf. John 20: 19-23, by 
teaching that when we are sorry for our sins, confess 
them honestly, and receive absolution from the priest, 
our sins are wiped out by the Blood of the Lamb. It is in-
cumbent upon catechists to teach what grace and sin are, 
and their subdivisions, to teach specific sins that need to 
be confessed, and how to confess them. 

This does not happen by accident. We give witness to 
God’s mercy by forgiving others, not just those half a 
world away, but more concretely, those with whom we 
have contact on a regular basis, e.g. family members, 
neighbors, co-workers. There are no grudges in heaven. 
If we are to accept God’s redemptive love, we must al-
low ourselves to be unshackled from the chains of un-
forgiveness. Jesus says in no uncertain terms that if we 
are to be true children of our heavenly Father, we must 
love even our enemies. That does not mean that happy 
emotions will always follow. Love is in the will, not the 
emotions. What matters is to will the good of the other 
and do it. This is not easy, but it is crucial!

Catechists: Witnesses to the 
Truth and Merciful Love of God

Catechists as Witnesses to Truth and Holiness
Nemo dat quod non habet. No 

one gives what he/she does not 
have. If there is any situation in 
which it is true that the medium is 
the message, it is that of catechists 
in relation to their students. Good 
catechists are, first and foremost, 
good Catholics. To be a good Catholic, one must first be 
a good human being.  

A good human being consistently manifests the natu-
ral virtues, especially the cardinal virtues of prudence, 
justice, temperance and fortitude.

A good Christian manifests the theological virtues: 
faith, hope and charity.

A good Catholic Christian manifests all of the above 
and strives to bring them to perfection with a love for 
that which is most distinctively Catholic: regular partici-
pation in the sacramental life of the Church, especially 
the Mass and the sacrament of Penance; love for the 
Communion of Saints, especially for the Holy Mother; 
love for the Church, and a special love for the Pope, the 
diocesan Bishop, and the priests and deacons.

The Church has always taught, and it was a clarion 
call of the Second Vatican Council, that holiness is not 
for a select few, but that God calls each one of us to 
be a saint. In its fundamental form, to be a saint is to 
be in sanctifying grace. We are changed in our souls, 
in our being, through Baptism and Confirmation. Out-
standing catechists do their utmost to do all they can 
to see to it that the magnificent effects of the graces of 
Baptism and Confirmation do not stagnate in the souls 
of the baptized. The catechist seeks, with God’s grace, 
to be a more faithful disciple. The word “disciple” lit-
erally means “a learner.” Outstanding catechists avoid 
the temptation of thinking, “Been there, done that” with 
regard to Scripture and Church teaching. The drama of 
salvation and the teachings of the faith are like peeling 
the layers of an onion. The further we go, the more we 
learn.

Good catechists do their utmost to help form those 
in their charge to be intentional disciples of the Lord, 
to know him better, to love him more. Outstanding cat-
echists know that there is only one irremediable tragedy 
in life and are zealous to make sure, to the extent that it 
is possible, that none of their students falls victim to the 
“irremediable tragedy.” What is that tragedy? Leon Bloy 
said, “There is only one tragedy in life and that is: not 
to be a saint.”

We have to be realists. Being a true disciple of the 
Lord will entail suffering. How do we know this? Be-
cause Jesus tells us so. “Whoever does not carry his own 
cross and come after me cannot be my disciple” (Luke 
14: 27). Yet his grace is never lacking. Catechists help 
their students to tap into God’s grace by clearly con-
veying the richness of the Church’s doctrinal teachings 
which spring from God’s own revelation of himself. 
They help lead their students toward the sacraments 
of the Church, which are like seven torrential rivers of 
God’s grace. They teach the great dignity of the human 
person and that they are called to reign with Christ on 
high forever. But this reward of God’s mercy does not 
come easily. We must engage in spiritual combat against 
the temptations of the world, the weakness of the flesh, 
and the devil.  

All the while, catechists are called to help their stu-
dents to learn to pray, and to pray for them and with 
them. One of the great catechists in early American his-
tory was St. Rose Philippine Duchesne. She started a 
school in Missouri for Native Americans. Her problem 
was that at age 71, she could not master the language of 
the tribe. So, she prayed! She prayed constantly! Some-
how or other, she succeeded! She became known among 
the people of the tribe as “Woman who always prays.”

Catechists as Witnesses to the  
Beauty, Grandeur, and  

Incarnational Nature of Catholicism
We are not pure spirits like angels, but body-soul 

composites. Jesus knows of what we are made. In his 
goodness, he established the Catholic faith as a religion 
of spirit and flesh. So Jesus instituted the sacraments as 
outward signs – see-able, hear-able, taste-able, smell-
able, touch-able – that give us grace, which cannot be 
seen, heard, tasted, smelled nor touched! Following this 
incarnational principle, the excellent catechist incorpo-
rates those elements that appeal to the senses, among 
them, beautiful (and sacred) art, beautiful (and sacred) 

music, and periods of silence. 
Truth, beauty and goodness reso-
nate with us because they are in 
accord with what God designs us 
for…himself.  

Aristotle said, “Nil est in intel-
lectu quin prius fuerit in sensu.” 
This was cited by St. Thomas 
Aquinas in his treatises on the sac-

raments: Nothing is in the intellect unless it is first of all 
in the senses.” The point is that the body is the pathway 
to the soul.

Catechists as Witnesses to Love of God 
“The mystery of the Holy Trinity is the central mys-

tery of Christian faith and life. It is the mystery of God 
himself. It is, therefore, the source of all the other mys-
teries of faith, the light that enlightens them. It is the 
most fundamental and essential teaching in the “hier-
archy of the truths of faith” (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, 234).

Wise catechists, whatever they are teaching, are al-
ways drawing it back to the Trinity, because God, specif-
ically as Trinity, is the source of everything. By Baptism 
we are incorporated into the family life of the Trinity. It 
cannot be sufficiently emphasized that God never was 
and is not now and never will be one, single, solitary 
Person. The one God is always a Family of Three Per-
sons. Regarding the mystery of the Trinity, the outstand-
ing catechist conveys to the students this insight: When 
the Church refers to “mysteries,” she is not referring to 
realities that we cannot know anything about, but to re-
alities that we cannot know everything about. The fact 
is that we can know more about the Trinity than we can 
know about anything else, because there is infinitely 
more to know.   

Catechists as Witnesses to Love  
of Neighbor – Starting with the Family

Human families, the fundamental cell of society, are 
called to imitate the life-giving love of the Trinity. Fam-
ily is inseparable from the Christian understanding of 
God and, therefore, from the understanding of human 
beings. The Catholic Church is the family of God on 
earth. Catechists then, if married, will bear lastingly 
good fruit (even as catechists), only if they are striving 
to live out their primary vocation as spouses and par-
ents, faithfully, fruitfully and in committed permanence 
with their spouse.  

Catechists and teachers are not “buddies” of their 
students. They do not seek to win popularity contests. 
But they set good examples and try to help their stu-
dents negotiate the “narrow road” that leads to heaven, 
through the teaching of sound doctrine in season and out 
ofseason, through providing opportunities for grace and 
encounters with Christ, such as through Eucharistic Ad-
oration, sacramental preparation, by teaching them not 
to live beneath their dignity, and through prayer. St. John 
Bosco’s 3-fold catechetical method was: 

1) Teach them the truth
2) Love them 
3) Give opportunities for grace.  
The outstanding catechist “loves all things” that God 

has made with a God-like love. Outstanding catechists 
love God above all things and their neighbors as them-
selves. They do not make invidious distinctions. They 
do not hate anyone. They strive to be free of all racial 
and ethnic bigotry. They champion the “underdog” and 
have a special love for the poor and the vulnerable, and 
in a special way, for the unborn.  

Catechists are Listened to as Teachers  
Only if They are Witnesses to Christ

Venerable Pope Paul VI wrote in his 1975 Apostolic 
Exhortation, Evangelii Nuntiandi (On Evangelization 
in the Modern World), that “Modern man listens more 
willingly to witnesses than to teachers, and if he does 
listen to teachers, it is because they are witnesses” (EN 
41). Thank you to all who are working in the Lord’s 
vineyard in the great mission and ministry of catechesis. 
May God bring us to bear much good fruit! May we be 
true witnesses to and for Christ and His holy, Catholic 
Church! Led by the example of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
may all of our efforts redound to the glory of God and 
the salvation of souls!

(James Gontis is the Director of the Diocesan Office 
of Religious Education.)

Teaching
the Faith

James Gontis
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the congregation], there are many who graduated 
from the finishing school of Msgr. Thomas H. 
Smith,” he said.

Father Wolfe himself was one of them. He was 
a young boy when then-Father Smith arrived at St. 
Paul the Apostle Parish in Annville in 1973. The 
priest mentored young Allan as an altar server and 
sacristan, and eventually gave him responsibilities 
as an emcee for liturgies.

Msgr. Smith continued to mentor Father Wolfe 
throughout his life, as a seminarian and as a priest. 
Father Wolfe is Msgr. Smith’s successor at St. Jo-
seph’s. 

“I know that so many of you have found in him 
that trust, to use your gifts and talents and grow, 
and to use them for the good of God’s family, the 
Church,” Father Wolfe told the congregation.

“We gather here as a people of faith, the people 
of God, and we give thanks,” he said. “Even in 
those difficult times – or maybe particularly be-
cause of those difficult times – we have reason to 
give thanks to God that the Lord put this man in 
our path.”

“Msgr. Smith was made to be a priest of Je-
sus Christ because we needed him. Priesthood is 
God’s gift to us,” Father Wolfe said.

Thomas Henry Smith was born May 19, 1931, 
in Conewago Township, Adams County, the old-
est of 13 children of Mark and Anna Smith. He 
was raised at Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, where 
a dozen generations of the Smith family have wor-
shipped since their ancestors first joined in 1763.

He worked on the family farm, which was 
owned by the Jesuits, and attended Sacred Heart 
School and Delone Catholic High School in Mc-
Sherrystown. In 1948, after discerning a call to 
the priesthood, he entered St. Charles College in 
Catonsville, Md., and graduated from St. Charles 
Seminary, Overbrook, in 1957.

He was ordained by Bishop George Leech on 
May 11, 1957, at St. Patrick Cathedral in Harris-
burg. During his 57 years of priesthood, he served 
as assistant pastor of St. Catherine Labouré Parish 
in Harrisburg (1957-1961), and St. Anne’s Par-
ish in Lancaster (1961-1963), as chaplain at Holy 
Spirit Hospital in Camp Hill (1963-1967), assis-
tant pastor of St. Peter Parish in Mount Carmel 
(1967-1970) and St. Joseph Parish in Mechanic-
sburg (1970-1972), and administrator of St. Co-

Msgr. Smith
Continued from 1

lumba Parish in Bloomsburg (1972-1973).
In 1973, he was assigned as administrator of St. 

Paul the Apostle Parish in Annville, and was named 
as its pastor in 1977. Here, he led the congregation 
in building the current church, which includes a dai-
ly Mass chapel, parish hall, rectory and a pavilion 
for picnics and carnivals.

On Sept. 22, 1983, he was appointed Honorary 
Prelate to His Holiness John Paul II and given the 
title Monsignor.

In 1992, Msgr. Smith was appointed as pastor of 
St. Joseph Parish in Lancaster. Here, he led parish-
ioners in raising nearly $2 million to restore the par-
ish’s historic buildings. He served the parish for 22 
years, until moving to St. Anne’s Retirement Com-
munity because of his failing health.

Father Lawrence McNeil, who particularly came 
to know Msgr. Smith while serving as pastor of Sa-
cred Heart in Conewago from 2000-2013, described 
the late priest as a “pleasant and welcoming man,” 
who was “molded from a hardworking Pennsylva-
nia German background and was a gentleman in the 
classic definition.”

Msgr. Smith loved his family, and took seriously 
his responsibility as the oldest son and as priest.

“He cared about the spiritual life and the physi-
cal well being of his siblings, nieces and nephews, 
and great nieces and nephews,” Father McNeil told 
The Catholic Witness. “He challenged his nieces and 
nephews to consider religious vocations.”

Msgr. Smith frequently returned to Conewago to 
spend time with family, pray in the Basilica and visit 
the Jesuit-owned farm where he was born and raised. 
When he would meet a Jesuit priest, he would jok-
ingly introduce himself as a Jesuit serf, for all the 
work he and his family did on the land.

“The wonderful gift that Conewago gave to him and 
his family was a deeply planted faith,” said Father 
McNeil, who was the homilist for the Mass with Final 
Commendation celebrated at the Basilica Sept. 6.

“The uniqueness of Conewago is the rootedness 
of the faith that goes back to the mid 1700s,” he 
said. “Msgr. Smith baptized the 13th generation of 
his family in this church. I think the history of the 
church here impacted his faith, his understanding of 
the priesthood, his love for family, and his under-
standing of how a parish is a family. He saw himself 
as a father who cared for them, challenged them, 
reminded them when they went wrong, but all the 
while letting them know that he loved them.”

Msgr. Smith enjoyed traveling, music and reading, 
and shared a friendship with William Cardinal Kee-
ler, who was Bishop of Harrisburg from 1983-1989.

“He was a priest’s priest,” said Father David 
Danneker, PhD., pastor of St. John Neumann Par-
ish in Lancaster. He came to know Msgr. Smith 
in the early 80s while serving as a deacon at St. 
Paul’s in Annville. 

“You could talk freely with him. Age didn’t 
matter. He was just as kind to the new priests and 
the seminarians as he was to the older priests and 
those in between,” Father Danneker told The Wit-
ness. 

Lessons he learned as a seminarian from Msgr. 
Smith remain with him more than 30 years later.

“Make sure to keep your Tuesday evenings free 
for 40 Hours, so you can be with your brother 
priests. Attend priests’ funerals, and the funerals of 
their parents. Be present for your brother priests,” 
Father Danneker recalled Msgr. Smith saying. 

In addition to his role as pastor, Msgr. Smith 
served as chaplain of the United States Army and 
National Guard at Fort Indiantown Gap and of 
Lebanon Valley College in Annville, of the Lan-
caster City Police, and the Knights of Malta.

In all his ministries, Msgr. Smith created, mend-
ed and strengthened relationships while caring for 
the needs of people.

Father Danneker believes that will be Msgr. 
Smith’s legacy.

“He sowed seeds that he might not have even 
seen grow,” he said. 

“He always had time for people. I never knew 
him to say, ‘Sorry, but I’m too busy,’” Father Dan-
neker said. “People in need trumped everything. If 
someone wanted to talk to him because they had a 
fight with their spouse, or because their child had 
run away, that took priority.”

“He was what I call an ‘active contemplative,’” 
Father Danneker added. “He did exactly what the 
Second Vatican Council envisioned: that priests 
would be both holy and present. He exemplified 
that.”

Msgr. Smith is survived by nine siblings and 
many nieces, nephews, great nieces and great 
nephews. He was preceded in death by two sisters 
and a brother.

Memorial contributions may be made in his 
memory to the Stained Glass Window Fund at St. 
Joseph’s Church, 440 St. Joseph Street, Lancaster 
PA 17603, or to the Basilica of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus of Conewago Restoration Fund, 30 Basilica 
Drive, Hanover PA 17331.

A Show in Support of  
the Sisters of Saint Joseph

A one-woman performance of 
“The God Box: A Daughter’s Story”
Featuring author Mary Lou Quinlan

October 5 at 2 p.m. • Bishop McDevitt High School, Harrisburg
“The God Box” is a New York Times bestseller. In it, Mary Lou 

Quinlan tells the story of the “God boxes” she finds after her 
mother’s death. In these boxes, her mother gave her troubles to 
God on tiny notes. Reading the petitions, Mary Lou unearths in-
sights into her mother’s compassion, faith and perseverance, and 
discovers her own self, in whom her mother believed all along. 

Mary Lou Quinlan is a graduate of St. Helena’s Elementary 
School, Cardinal Dougherty High School and St. Joseph’s Uni-
versity in Philadelphia.

Tickets for the performance are $25 in advance, $30 at the 
door, and include a copy of “The God Box.” 

Make a day of it and join us for an optional “Box Lunch” at  
1 p.m. Lunch is $10, and must be pre-ordered as seating is limited.  

To reserve tickets, contact the SSJ Office of Development
215-248-7238

1-800-482-6510
717-497-2976

development@ssjphila.org
For additional information, visit http://ssjphila.org/new/support-our-mission-2/events

Annual Diocesan 
Council of  

Catholic Women 
Marian Day 
Saturday, October 11  

from 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Immaculate Conception Church (St. Mary’s)       

1730 Fowler Avenue, Berwick

The Northern District Council of 
Catholic Women warmly invites 
all women of the diocese to join 
us as we host the day, “Mary: 
Our Shining Light.” This day 
of reflection includes Mass 
celebrated by Father Francis 
Tamburro, meditation, recita-
tion of the Rosary and a spiritual 
message. 

Cost is $10 and includes lunch. 
RSVP by Oct. 3 by leaving a message for Diane DeLuca at 
570-759-3643 or wadeluce@pa.metroast.net. 
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By David Agren
Catholic News Service

At an immigration center for re-
ceiving busloads of deportees return-
ing to El Salvador, Catholic Relief 
Services’ Executive Vice President 
Joan Rosenhauer spoke with a wid-
owed mother of six children who was 
awaiting her son.

Rosenhauer said she asked the 
mother why she had sent her son on 
the perilous journey through Mexico 
in an attempt to reach the United 
States. 

“There is no hope for him here,” 
the mother responded, explaining her 
inability to feed her family and the 
problem of gangs forcing adolescents 
into lives of crime.

“It gave me pause,” Rosenhauer 
said in a telephone interview after 
returning from a late-August trip to 
Central America. “Any parent can 
understand doing whatever you can 
to protect the lives of your children 
and make sure that they have food to 
eat and a decent life.”

The boy being returned home was 
but one of thousands of children at-
tempting to abandon Central America 
– sometimes alone, sometimes with 
family – in an effort to escape perva-
sive poverty and violence. Many also 
try to reunite with parents, who have 
spent years working in the United 

States to support households back 
home.

Catholic communities in Central 
America are responding to the cri-
sis. Scalabrini nuns run repatriation 
programs in Honduras, priests try to 
keep kids out of gangs in El Salva-
dor, and religious operate shelters 
for undocumented migrants travel-
ing through Mexico. Rosenhauer said 
Catholic Relief Services is focusing 
on supporting these communities as 
best it can. 

“We know that there are successful 
programs that can address the issue 
of poverty and can address the issue 
of gang violence and the issue of do-
mestic violence, too,” she said. “We 
just need to be able to scale them up.”

She said one program operating in 
El Salvador provides at-risk youth 
and some who have left gangs with 
vocational training and life skills, 
which allow them to gain employ-
ment, start businesses or return to 
school. Eighty percent were in such 
activities one year after graduation 
from the program.

Rosenhauer said she asked “what 
was the most helpful part of this pro-
gram, and to a person, they said the 
life-skills training."”

“That helps [give] them new ways 
of coping with all of the challenges 
they face ... with the gangs, learning 

within their communities to deal with 
tense situations.”

Catholic Relief Services also works 
with agricultural and livelihood pro-
grams in Central America, especially 
among coffee growers, who have had 
crops wiped out by a plague known 
as coffee rust. 

“Agriculture is still a key livelihood 
for people in Central America. We are 
looking at helping coffee farmers im-
prove their production and be able to 
access markets,” Rosenhauer said.

During her trip, she met with Cen-
tral American public officials, includ-
ing Ana Garcia de Hernandez, first 
lady of Honduras. She said officials 
recognize the severity of the situation 
– Honduras has a murder rate top-
ping 90 per 100,000 residents, high-
est in the world, while poverty is rife 
throughout the region, but resources 
are lacking.

“They were very anxious to bring 
these programs into their country, but 
they don’t have the resources to do 
it,” she said.

U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion reports detaining more than 
66,000 unaccompanied minors be-
tween October 2013 and August 
2014, an 88 percent decrease over its 
past fiscal year.

The Los Angeles Times report-
ed the number of unaccompanied 

children being detained in the U.S. 
dropped by more than two-thirds 
in August, from a high of 10,600 in 
June. The reasons remain uncertain, 
although some CRS staffers suspect 
few Central Americans wish to try 
the trip during the heat of the summer 
months. 

Mexican officials also appear to 
be increasing enforcement efforts in 
southern Mexico, and the govern-
ment has said it will stop migrants 
from climbing aboard the northbound 
trains known as La Bestia, citing 
safety reasons. 

Rosenhauer, who works with CRS’ 
U.S. operations, called on Catholics 
and all Americans to reflect on the 
circumstances in Central America.

“It’s a complex intersection of 
causes, but it’s clear to me that the 
causes are severe enough ... that we 
will never address the problem we 
have on our side of the border unless 
we address the root causes that are 
leading these children to come to the 
United States,” she said.

“Whether our government is help-
ing Mexico to do it or we’re doing it 
ourselves, we have to ask ourselves: 
What kind of a nation are we if we 
send children back into extremely 
dangerous situations without even 
checking to see what conditions they 
are returning to?” 

By Nissa LaPoint
Catholic News Service

Catholic heavyweights behind a Denver-launched 
parish revitalization movement shared with evange-
lizers ideas on how to convert the unchurched into 
front-pew regulars.

Some 140 parishes and organizations from as far 
as New York and Canada gathered for the invita-
tion-only Amazing Parish Conference Aug. 27-28 in 
Denver to help churches become more vibrant cen-
ters for an encounter with Christ.

Funded by the Denver-based VINE Foundation, 
the conference drew Catholic leaders such as speak-
er and author Jeff Cavins; Curtis Martin, president 
and founder of the Fellowship of Catholic Universi-
ty Students; Chris Stefanick, president of Real Life 
Catholic; and businessman Patrick Lencioni to dis-
cuss seven identified traits of an “amazing parish” 
– a reliance on prayer, a real leadership team, clear 
vision, the Sunday experience, compelling forma-
tion, small group discipleship and missionary zeal.

What is missing is not the sacraments, according 
to conference organizers, but what is needed is a 
church filled with hearts on fire for Christ and pa-
rishioners helpful to fallen-away Catholics navigat-
ing their way back to church.

“Yes, the Eucharist is enough, but so many people 
need more to understand that,” Lencioni, an author 
and leadership consultant, told a packed confer-
ence room. “Those people out there who are former 
Catholics or Catholics going other places, they’re 
hungry for what you have. We know the most im-
portant part. This conference is about all the other 
things.”

Founders are calling it a Holy Spirit-inspired 
movement that began on the day Pope Francis was 
selected pontiff in March 2013.

Co-founder John Martin of Our Lady of Lourdes 
Parish in Denver told the Denver Catholic Register, 
the archdiocesan newspaper that the group wants at-
tendees to have “a zeal to take their parish to a level 
where parishioners are active disciples for Christ.”

This personal zeal is necessary for a transforma-
tion, Auxiliary Bishop Andrew H. Cozzens of St. 
Paul and Minneapolis said during a talk on evan-
gelization.

“If we don’t have the fire in us, it’s because we’re 
living a lukewarm and superficial existence,” he 
told the gathering.

Bishop Cozzens suggested the best incentive for 
sharing the Gospel message comes from inside and 
contemplating Christ in love.

“The fire begins to grow as I spend time with the 
one I love and when that fire grows, then the Holy 
Spirit can use me,” he explained.

Parish representatives were asked to brainstorm 
ideas and ways to put them into action.

The bishop added that true zeal begins where nat-
ural enthusiasm ends.

“When you reach the end of natural enthusiasm 
and spiritual failure and weakness and you can’t go 
on, invite the Lord, then a real transformation can 
happen and then real zeal begins,” he said.

Other conference talks were built on the idea that 
a parish is where most people come to know Christ.

An alarming number of Americans are missing 
such an opportunity, according to the Pew Research 
Center. “Nones” or those with no religious identity 
are a growing 19 percent or one-fifth of the popula-
tion – and one-third of adults younger than 30 – re-
searchers found in a 2012 poll.

Father Michael White, pastor of Church of the 
Nativity in Timonium, Maryland, and associate Tom 
Corcoran shared how they shifted focus to these un-
churched people.

Instead of adding more programs and ministries, 
the parish prioritized the Sunday experience and 
mobilized the help of regular parishioners. People 
in the pews were no longer approached as custom-
ers, he said.

“We were not leading people and we were not 
making disciples, but we were creating religious 
consumers in our parish,” Father White said about 
the programs and activities his parish labored to 
provide. “So much of it was a waste of time.”

Together, Father White and Corcoran authored 
two books – “Rebuilt” and “Tools for Rebuilding” – 
about the lessons they learned.

They asked attendees to brainstorm on ways to 
reach the unchurched by reevaluating their worship 
music, the message given during homilies and how 
ministers affect the Sunday experience.

“I want to see the average parishioner re-
awakened,” said Cathy Gold, parishioner at the 
5,000-family St. Patrick Church in Yorktown 
Heights, New York. “Everyone should be sitting on 
the edge of their seat.”

After the discussion, Father Jarek Pochocki, a 
member of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate and co-
pastor of St. Lawrence the Martyr and St. Patrick 
churches in Hamilton, Ontario, said he and his pa-
rishioners could work on reaching out to the small 
and diverse community.

“The topics seem obvious, but this [conference] 
really reinforces our understanding of it,” he said.

The Amazing Parish movement provides free 
resources for Catholic leaders, clergy and laity to 
achieve the seven traits at www.amazingparish.org. 
Organizer Dominic Perri said the organization also 
will provide consultants to individual parishes.

“The response has been tremendous,” he said. 
“There’s a tremendous hunger for this. ... We’re 
here to serve the [parishes].” 

‘The Amazing Parish’ Explores  
Ways to Revitalize Catholic Communities

CRS Looks at Central American  
Programs to Help Fight Push Factors
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CNS/BOB MULLEN
Rick Jackson helps his daughter Kara light an altar candle before Mass at Cathe-
dral of St. Joseph in Hartford, Conn. July 29. Kara, an altar server at Holy Family 
Parish in Middletown, Ohio, is on a lifelong pilgrimage to serve Mass in all 50 
states. 

By Lenora Sumsky
Catholic News Service

Kara Jackson, a 16-year-old altar server 
from Holy Family Parish in Middletown, 
Ohio, is on a quest to serve at Mass in all 
50 states.

So far she has served at liturgies in 18 
states after recently serving at a morning 
Mass at the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Hart-
ford, Conn.

Kara’s endeavor is a journey of faith that 
began in 2013. She has traveled with her 
family to serve at Masses in states as far 
west as Nevada, as far south as Georgia and 
as far east as Maine.

Some people might say that beyond her 
engaging blue eyes, silky blonde hair and 
easy, joy-filled smile, God gave Kara some-
thing extra that makes her and her venture 
both extraordinary and heartwarming. 

“Kara is special,” said Archbishop Joseph 
E. Kurtz of Louisville, Kentucky, president 
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
“[She was] born with Down syndrome and 
with a special love for God and all people.”

Kara has served at Mass with Archbish-
op Kurtz and Father Michael Tobin at the 
Church of the Annunciation in Shelbyville, 
midway between Louisville and Lexington. 
Kentucky was the sixth state on her journey.

Archbishop Kurtz, whose late brother 
George had Down syndrome, described 
Kara as “clearly an expert server” in a blog 
last September. “Kara’s beautiful personal-
ity and unique gifts reinforced our Church’s 
teachings about the dignity of every human 
being,” he said.

Other people witnessing Kara’s devotion 
have written words of gratitude, love and 
respect in a journal she keeps to record her 
travels and the people she meets. Priests and 
parishioners describe her as “having differ-
ent abilities” or as being a “true example of 
God’s love among us.”

“When you serve at Mass, you feel you 
are closer to God,” said Kara, who was 9 

Ohio Teen with Down Syndrome  
on Journey to Serve at Mass in 50 States

years old when she completed training to be 
an altar server.

She believes God told her to embark on 
the endeavor. Her mother, Christina Jack-
son, admitted being a bit skeptical when 
Kara told her parents what she wanted to 
do.

“I took her to talk with our parish priests 
about the idea,” Christina said.

Msgr. Paul Metzger, who had known 
Kara for most of her life, encouraged her. 
He told her that it was a good idea and that 
it could be done. His support was not sur-
prising. The late Msgr. Metzger, who was 
a priest for 70 years, had celebrated Masses 
in all 50 states.

Kara also spoke with Father John Civ-
ille, the current pastor, who echoed Msgr. 
Metzger’s sentiments, Christina said.

Still doubtful, Christina and her husband, 
Rick, decided to help their daughter achieve 

her goal and contacted a parish not far away 
in Indiana.

“We wrote a letter,” she said. “I didn’t 
know what to say or whether I should 
tell them she has Down syndrome. [Even 
though] it shouldn’t make a difference, I put 
it in anyway. I didn’t want to get there and 
surprise anyone.

“Kara and I drove to the post office and 
together we said a prayer before Kara 
dropped the letter into the mailbox,” Chris-
tina said. “I wondered how long it would 
take for a response.”

Two days later, Father Kevin Morris, pas-
tor of St. Mary Church in Richmond, Ind., 
called to arrange for Kara to visit the par-
ish. A few weeks later, on the eve of Di-
vine Mercy Sunday, Kara served at Mass 
with Father Morris. She arrived early, as 
she typically does, to become familiar with 
procedures that vary among parishes and to 

quietly reflect on and pray for the priests 
and parishioners of the church.

It was the first of many inspiring and 
unique experiences Kara has had on her 
journey.

She served with a priest in Utah who al-
ways brings his dog, Otis, to Mass. In Ver-
mont, she served with a priest who spends 
his spare time climbing nearby mountains. 
In Rhode Island, she served at the church 
where President John and Jacqueline Ken-
nedy were married.

Wherever she has been, Kara has been 
encouraged and supported by priests, dea-
cons and parishioners.

Kara’s mother no longer doubts her 
daughter’s aspiration. Christina and Rick 
liken their support of Kara’s desire to that 
of parents who invest time and financial re-
sources to travel with their children for ath-
letic, academic or artistic events. They are 
proud of the inspiration Kara has provided 
for people she has met.

Following a Mass in Pittsburgh, at a par-
ish where there are no youth altar servers, 
a woman told Christina that seeing Kara 
serving at Mass gave her the encourage-
ment she needed to volunteer to become a 
lector, something she had wanted to do for 
many years.

Kara’s parents also are proud of the way 
their daughter easily connects and engages 
with parishioners of all ages, especially 
elderly people. Worshippers at St. Anne 
Shrine in the serene lakeside setting of Isle 
La Monte, Vt., hugged Kara, thanked her 
for serving and engaged in conversations 
about her experiences.

“It was not our goal to inspire others, al-
though we may have,” Christina said. “You 
never know who you will touch or connect 
with.”

Kara has 32 states to go on her journey. 
She’s back in school now but will continue 
during long weekends and school vacations. 

CNS/JOHN KNEBELS, CATHOLICPHILLY.COM
Tai Shanahan tips his cap as he is introduced along 
with his Taney Dragons Little League teammates at a 
special ceremony Aug. 27 at Philadelphia’s Citizens 
Bank Park before the Phillies-Nationals game. The 
13-year-old altar server at Philadelphia’s St. Fran-
cis de Sales Parish was being honored because his 
team played in the Little League World Series. 

By John Knebels
Catholic News Service

Although Philadelphia’s Taney Dragons didn’t walk 
away with the Little League World Series title, they cap-
tured the country’s attention by making it to the quarter-
finals and have been honored as heroes in their home city.

At some point soon, the media blitz and celebrity status 
will come to an end.

But for now, the team has been managing interview 
and autograph requests, appearances on NBC’s “Today” 
show and waving to onlookers in a six-mile parade in 
Philadelphia.

One celebration that arguably overshadowed the others 
was Aug. 27, when the Phillies’ baseball team honored 
the Little League team with a pregame ceremony at Citi-
zens Bank Park.

Before the Phillies-Nationals game, each Taney play-
er and coach walked together on a makeshift red carpet 
from center field to the pitcher’s mound. They shook 
hands with area dignitaries, and every Phillies player and 
coach and were individually introduced to the crowd.

The Little League team members took a victory lap 
around the stadium before joining in unison to throw out 
the game’s traditional first pitch. Players and coaches 
were each presented with a game ball and an official Phil-
lies jersey with their names and numbers on the back.

After the team’s big win against Texas Aug. 17 in the 
Little League World Series in Williamsport, Taney lost 
the next two games of the double-elimination tourney, 
bringing the season that had begun in April to an end. 

Tai Shanahan, an outfielder for the Dragons, says he is 
ready to resume normal life.

Shanahan, a seventh grader from St. Francis de Sales 
School, said: “On one hand I think I will miss it, but then 

Little League Player Says Team  
Has ‘a Lot to be Thankful for’

I think I’ll be really fine with it.”
He said he was disappointed the team didn’t get to the 

championship, “because we came so close.”
“But something like this hardly ever happens for peo-

ple, especially our age. We have a lot to be thankful for,” 
he told CatholicPhilly.com, the online news site of the 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia.

Tai’s brother, Liam, who played for Taney’s 15-year-
old team, said he wished he “could have played in 
something so amazing” and admitted living vicariously 
through his brother’s experience. The brothers have been 
longtime altar servers at St. Francis de Sales Parish.

Liam said he didn’t imagine the team would have ad-
vanced to the third round. For that matter, given the com-
petition, he was surprised that Taney had even reached 
the prestigious tournament, which was eventually won 
by the South Korean team.

As the Taney Dragons continued to advance, Liam 
and his father, Pat, a 1980 graduate of St. John Neumann 
High School and a 25-year teacher at Roman Catholic 
High School, helped the Taney coaches by hitting batting 
practice. 

“None of the players or their families will ever forget 
this, obviously,” Liam said. “This was a once-in-a-life-
time experience, and I think they did a really great job of 
handling the pressure.”

When Tai and his teammates watched the highlights of 
their victory match on ESPN’s “SportsCenter,” he had a 
difficult time believing they were on television.

“Never thought that would ever happen,” he said, “and 
I doubt it will ever happen again.”

The team, the first from Philadelphia to reach the Lit-
tle League World Series, also included standout pitcher 
Mo’ne Davis, the first American female player in 10 
years to compete in the World Series.

Taney blitzed through districts, sectionals, states and 
then regionals with few serious scares. Once the team got 
to the Little League World Series, it enjoyed, in many 
ways, a no-lose situation.

And as the wins mounted, the entire Philadelphia re-
gion took notice.

Tai’s father Pat pointed out that one thing the team ex-
perienced will always stick with them.

“It’s not just the memories, but it is the friendships that 
have developed,” he said. “These are moments that will 
last a lifetime.” 



14 - The
 Catholic Witness • September 12, 2014

‘Beginning Experience’ Weekend  
for Those Who Have Lost a Spouse

The Beginning Experience Team for the Harrisburg Diocese will host a 
weekend program Oct. 31-Nov. 2 at Camp Hebron in Halifax. 

Beginning Experience weekends are an approved Roman Catholic program 
designed for those suffering the loss of a spouse through death, divorce or 
separation. Hundreds of persons have been helped to move towards success-
ful, productive, happy lives by attending one of these weekends. Beginning 
Experience is your Church at work to provide help, healing and spiritual res-
toration. 

The weekend is led by persons who have lost a spouse through death or 
divorce and are trained in facilitating a weekend. Each Beginning Experience 
Team is certified by the International Beginning Experience Organization.

Visit the Diocesan Web site, www.hbgdiocese.org and go to the “Marriage 
and Family” link, or go to www.beginningexperience.org. Information can 
also be obtained by contacting the Harrisburg Beginning Experience Team at 
717-512-2718 or harrisburgbe@gmail.com.

The deadline for the October 31-November 2 Weekend is September 30, 
2014. Late applications may be accepted if space is available. A weekend is 
often most helpful after about six months following a loss of a spouse or mar-
riage. But grief has no schedule. Many have attended a weekend after a much 
longer period has elapsed and found it life giving. Please contact the team to 
explore when a weekend might be most helpful to you. If it is too soon for you 
now, another weekend is planned for May 1-2, 2015.

Anniversary of the ‘Miracle of the Sun’ to be  
Commemorated in Harrisburg

At noon on Saturday, October 13, 1917, a lady, who earlier had identified 
herself as the Lady of the most Holy Rosary, appeared for the last time at 
Fatima, Portugal. She had previously told the three children, Lucy dos Santos, 
age 9, and her cousins, Francisco, age 8, and Jacinta Marto, age 6, that she 
would perform a miracle on October 13, 1917, so that all would believe in 
her words and believing would follow her request – to pray the Rosary daily 
in reparations for sin, and lead a more virtuous life, especially as regards to 
purity.

The promised miracle, witnessed by over 70,000 people, involved the 
sun, which suddenly appeared after a day and night of heavy rain. The sun 
seemed to spin in the sky, while throwing off brilliant colors, and finally the 
sun seemed to be falling to the earth, but at the last second it went back into 
its orbit in the sky. None of the 70,000 people have denied this spectacular 
event, which had also dried the ground and their clothes, which were soaked 
because of the intense rain.

Ninety-seven years later, at 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, October 11, 2014, there 
will be a commemoration of the 97th anniversary of this “Miracle of the Sun” 
with the recitation of the Rosary at Front and State streets in Harrisburg. Par-
ticipants will assemble at St. Lawrence Church and process to Front Street, 
singing “Hail, Holy Queen.” After the Rosary, the people will proceed one 
block to St. Lawrence Church led by the TFP Honor Guard with their Lady 
of Fatima statue, the Knights of Columbus Honor Guard, students from the 
local Catholic grade and high schools, plus people from many diocesan or-
ganizations.  At St. Lawrence Church, a short talk will precede the Litany of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary followed by Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.

For additional information, call Robert Charlton at 717-761-7228. In case 
of inclement weather, the Rosary and Benediction will take place at St. Law-
rence Church, 110 State St., Harrisburg. 

Gettysburg Parishioner  
Honored with Mount St. Mary’s Award

George R. Gelles ’64 was precently resented with Mount St. Mary’s Uni-
versity’s Father Simon Gabriel Bruté Medal.

The Brute Medal is awarded to graduates for outstanding service to the 
Church, state, nation and the Mount. The award is named after Father Simon 
Gabriel Bruté, who taught at the Mount from 1812 to 1834, and later became 
the first bishop of Vincennes, Ind. Fr. Bruté remained at the Mount for nearly 
25 years. 

Mr. Gelles served as an administrator at the Mount for 39 years, beginning 
as an Assistant Dean of Student from 1967 to 1972 and Dean of Students 
from 1972 until 1978. While serving as Dean of Students, he played a critical 
role in The Mount’s transition from all male to a co-educational institution. In 
1978, he was named the Mount’s first Director of Auxiliary Services, a posi-
tion he held until his retirement in 2006. 

“George not only touched the lives of countless students and members of 
the Mount Community, but also citizens in surrounding Adams, Pa., and Fred-
erick, Md., County communities,” said President Thomas H. Powell. “Truly, 
he has brought new meaning to the well-known phrase, ‘Let George Do It,’ 
which he has always considered as a badge of honor and a compliment of the 
highest order.”

His dedicated and tireless efforts include working with St. Anthony Shrine, 
Emmitsburg; St. Francis Xavier Church, Gettysburg; and United Way of 
Frederick County, Maryland Special Olympics, Knights of Columbus/Mount 
Council and Habitat for Humanity.  

In addition, Mr. Gelles currently serves as the Executive Vice President of 
the National Alumni Association, also past Vice President, Council member 
and chair of various committees of the Association. 

Mr. Gelles is passionate about his family, his country and his Catholic 
faith. He has devoted his life in service to The Mount and is unwavering in 
his commitment to the Nation Alumni Association. He and his wife, Terri, 
live in Gettysburg and have three children. 

The names of the following de-
ceased persons have been submitted 
by their parishes:

BERWICK – Immaculate Con-
ception BVM:; St. Joseph: Christine 
Cerullo.

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: 
Armando Joseph “Al” Lenzini.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: 
Paul Swain.

ELIZABETHTOWN – St. Peter: 
Robert MacDonald.

HARRISBURG – Holy Name of 
Jesus: Cordelia G. Breski, Edward M. 
Carney, Sr., Mary E. Frey, Carole A. 
Gaglione, Joan M. Gordon, Joseph 
A. Hill, Jr.; St. Catherine Labouré: 
Charles Stanton, Roman Tresp; St. 
Margaret Mary: Michael Cermanski, 
Salvatore Pantano, James Reynolds, 
Sandra Zinn.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: 
Bertha Dobson, Elizabeth Lind 
Frauenhoffer, Frank Genova, Warren 
Moeller, Dick Stewart.

KULPMONT – Holy Angels: Gus 
Veach.

LANCASTER – Assumption 
BVM: George Kamm, John Tearney; 
St. Anne: Mary Ann Arcudi.

LEBANON – Assumption BVM: 
Stella Gobin.

MCSHERRYSTOWN – Annun-
ciation BVM: Dorothy Keller, Joan C. 
Kuhn.

Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in September 
during the past 25 years:

Father William McDonnell, 1990
Msgr. Rudolf Fuhr, 1994
Father Edward Deller, 1995
Deacon Charles Kruger, 1997

MECHANICSBURG – St. Joseph: 
Gladys Ensor; St. Katharine Drexel: 
James Carmody.

MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows 
BVM: Christine Deaner, Elizabeth 
VanShura.

MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the 
Apostle: Robert Fischer.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine 
Redeemer: Colleen E. deManincor, 
Virginia B. Lindenmuth, Mildred l. 
Palembas, Genevieve Skavery; Our 
Lady: Michael Katch, Tonya Kehler.

NEW FREEDOM – St. John the 
Baptist: Rose Jane Pierce, Josephine 
Rust, Edward Stasik.

SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini: 
Edward J. Fitzpatrick, Jr., Allen 
“Judy” Grow, Jr.

YORK – Immaculate Conception 
BVM: Joseph Burger; St. Patrick: 
Rafael Escobar; St. Rose of Lima: 
Dolores Wolfe.
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Spiritual Offerings

Prayer services for the National Day of Remembrance for 
Aborted Children will be held at St. Benedict the Abbot Parish in 
Lebanon and St. Matthew Parish in Dauphin on Sept. 13. At St. 
Benedict’s, there will be a Holy Hour for Life from 9-10 a.m., after 
which participants will gather at the Memorial for the Sanctity of 
Life on the parish grounds to pray a Rosary for Life. At St. Mat-
thew’s, Mass will be celebrated at 11 a.m. with Father Paul Clark 
and Deacon Tim Schultis, followed by a prayer service at the 
Cemetery of the Innocents on the parish grounds.

Recitation of the Rosary for America is prayed every second 
Saturday of the month on the square in New Oxford at noon. The 
next gathering will be held Sept. 13.  
Mass in the Croatian language will be celebrated Sept. 21 at 
12:30 p.m. at Prince of Peace--Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Church, Steelton.

Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated Sept. 21 at 2 
p.m. at St. Catherine Labouré Church in Harrisburg. Confessions 
are heard in English and Polish after Mass.

An Evening of Prayer in Honor of St. Therese, The Little 
Flower, will be held Oct. 1 at 7 p.m. at Annunciation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Church in McSherrystown. Father Robert Yohe will be 
the homilist. 

First Friday Devotions will be held at St. Lawrence Chapel in 
Harrisburg Oct. 3. The evening will begin with Mass at 7:30 p.m., 
followed by a Holy Hour with Adoration of the Blessed Sacra-
ment. Confessions will be heard with the Chaplains of the Priestly 
Fraternity of St. Peter. 

The service of the many Capuchin Friars who have served 
at St. Joseph Parish in York will be celebrated at the 5 p.m. Mass 
on Oct. 4, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. Bishop Ronald Gainer 
will preside. A reception will follow the 5 p.m. Mass in the school 
gym. Additional information is available at www.sjy.org/cap35 or 
by contacting Erin Maiolino, Parish Manager, at Maiolino@sjy.org 
or 717-755-7503, ext. 231.

  Education,  
Enrichment & Support

A “Life in the Spirit” seven-session seminar is being held 
at The Life in the Spirit Prayer Group, 6324 Mercury Drive, Me-
chanicsburg, on Thursdays at 7 p.m. The seminar is designed to 
help participants realize the fire, breath, gifts, fruits and charisms 
of the Spirit. Although people receive the life of the Spirit through 
the sacraments of initiation, the seminar invites participants to 
prepare for a revitalization of the Spirit’s presence. For questions 
and registration, contact Lori Ribic at 717-877-4818 or loriribic@
yahoo.com.

The Pastoral Care Department at Holy Spirit Hospital in 
Camp Hill is offering bereavement program sessions every 
Wednesday through Oct. 15. This is a free program. Interested 
persons may call Sister Margaret Washington at 717-972-4255 or 
the Pastoral Care Secretary at 717-763-2118 for registration and 
further information.

“That Man is You!" program offered at St. Peter Parish in 
Columbia beginning Sept. 13. The first year of the “That Man is 
You!” program, entitled Becoming a Man after God’s own Heart, 
considers man in his relationship to God. It is modeled on the life 
of King David and follows his path from consecration as the King 
of Israel to serious sin (adultery and accomplice to murder) to re-
pentance and transformation so that he becomes the only man in 
Scripture to be called “a man after God’s own heart.” The fall se-
mester focuses upon authentic male leadership. It discovers four 
leadership roles that have been entrusted to men. It also clearly 
identifies the five personal traits that must be developed to fulfill 
authentic leadership. The program also identifies the roadblocks 
that today’s society places in the way of authentic male leadership 
and helps to formulate a plan to overcome these roadblocks. The 
program will be held at 6:15 a.m. on Saturday mornings. Register 
at the door or by contacting Joe Haas at pdjmhaas@gmail.com or 
717-718-5702.

St. Peter Parish in Elizabethtown will offer the Great 
Adventure Bible Timeline. Sessions will be offered Tuesday 
evenings beginning Sept. 16 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. and Thursday 
mornings beginning Sept. 18 from 10 a.m.-noon. Cost is $40 
(scholarships available). For more information, or to register, call 
the church at 717-367-1255 or register at http://www.stpeteretown.
org/. Please register by Sept 15.

Lancaster Theology on Tap will host Christopher West, au-
thor and speaker best known for his work on the Theology on the 
Body, at their next session, Sept. 17 at Annie Bailey’s Irish Pub on 
King Street in Lancaster. Happy ½ hour begins at 7 p.m., followed 
by the speaker and a Q&A session at 7:30 p.m. Check us out on 
Facebook and our Web site, www.totlancaster.com. 

Theology on Tap-Harrisburg welcomes Bishop Ronald 
Gainer as we kick-off our 2014-15 season! Young adults, ages 
21-39 – single or married, practicing Catholics or still search-
ing – will be gathering Sept. 18 for a great evening that’s both 
spiritual and social. We will meet at the 2nd floor Abbey Bar of 
the Appalachian Brewing Company on N. Cameron Street in 
Harrisburg. We will hear a talk from our bishop, “Jesus Asks and 
We Ask Him: Who Do You Say That I Am?” followed by Q&A, and 
plenty of time to relax and mingle. Arrive by 6:30 p.m. (or as early 
at 5 p.m. if you want to grab a bite to eat before we start); talk 
begins at 7 p.m. RSVP on Facebook or via e-mail, totharrisburg@
gmail.com. For more information, visit www.stjosephmech.org/
adult-education/theology-on-tap.

The St. Francis Xavier Parish Adult Education Program will 
resume Sept. 18 at 7 p.m. in the Xavier Center, Table Rock Road, 
Gettysburg. For five consecutive Thursday evenings, Dr. Steven 
C. Smith, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Sacred Scripture at Mount 

St. Mary’s Seminary, will illuminate Catholic interpretation and 
Catholic teaching pertaining to the Book of Revelation (Apoca-
lypse). Dr. Smith, in addition to being a dynamic speaker, is the 
author of “The Word of the Lord,” a guide for Catholic scripture 
study, and the narrator of the new and popular Lighthouse CD 
entitled, “The Resurrection of Jesus: Fact or Fiction?” For more 
information, contact John Knowles, Adult Education Coordinator, 
at 717-677-4420.

“Symbolon,” a series from the Augustine Institute, will 
be hosted by Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish in 
Harrisburg on Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m. beginning Sept. 
24. In the early Church, Christians described their Creed, their 
summary statement of faith, as the symbolon, the “seal” or 
“symbol of the faith.”  The series, in its first 10 sessions, reviews 
the big picture of the Catholic faith, with the Creed as the guide. 
Contact Deacon Jim Doyle at the OLBS Parish Office, 717-233-
1014, or sign up at the Ave Maria shop at the parish on Sundays 
to reserve a copy of the workbook, which costs $20.

Adults interested in the religious recognition programs 
for Catholic members of Girl Scouts, Camp Fire, and American 
Heritage Girls are invited to a training session Sept. 27 from 10 
a.m.-noon at the Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg. There is no 
fee for the training, but registration is required by Sept. 22.  To 
register, or for information, contact April Reifer in the Office of 
Youth and Young Adult Ministry at oyyam@hbgdionces.org or 
717-657-4804 ext. 327.

The St. Andrew Council of Catholic Women will host an Af-
ternoon of Reflection on Sept. 27 starting at 1 p.m. in the School 
Hall, Waynesboro. The featured speakers are Dr. Carol Hough-
ton, Diocesan Chancellor, and Sister Mary Mother of the Cruci-
fied from the Servants of the Lord. They will share their journey 
of faith. The day will end with 5 p.m. Mass in church. There will 
be a refreshment and fellowship break. There is no fee to attend, 
but a free-will offering will be taken. Contact the church office at 
717-762-1914, ext. 5, to RSVP with the number in your party.   

The “Beginning Apologetics 1” program by Jim Burnham 
will be offered at Good Shepherd Parish in Camp Hill beginning 
Oct. 7 & 9 and concluding Dec. 9 & 11. Sessions will be offered 
Tuesday mornings from 10 a.m.-noon, or Thursday evenings 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Registration fee is $5. The student workbook 
materials cost is $15. The workbook materials are strongly rec-
ommended. Couples can share one set of materials. To register, 
visit www.goodshepherd-parish.com to print the registration 
form and calendar.  Registration forms must be returned to the 
Good Shepherd Parish Office, 3435 Trindle Road, Camp Hill, PA, 
17011 by Sept. 22.

The Maryland Catholic Women’s Conference will be held 
Oct. 11 and 12 at Mount St. Mary’s University in Emmitsburg, Md. 
All women are invited to attend the conference, featuring keynote 
speaker Vinita Hampton Wright. The theme is “Conformed/Trans-
formed: Pursuing God’s Will.” Saturday will end with a candle-
light walk through the Grotto and back to the glass chapel for a 
presentation of “The Blood and The Rose.” Visit www.maryland-
catholicwomen.com or call Jeanne at 443-324-8487.

Events & Fund-Raisers
Lancaster Catholic High School Fine and Performing Arts 

Program will continue its concert and lecture series with the third 
program of the Beethoven Sonata Cycle. The presentation will 
take place Sept. 13 at 3 p.m. in the school’s Old Main Auditorium. 
The Fine and Performing Arts staff member, Dr. Michael Jamanis 
(violin), accompanied by his mother, Frances Veri (piano), will 
perform the Opus 30s in dedication to Czar Alexander I of Rus-
sia. Admission to the concert is free, but donations are being 
accepted to benefit the Fine and Performing Arts Program. 

Knights of Columbus Council #8891 will hold their Annual 
German “Volk” Fest Sept. 14 starting at 1 p.m. at the St. John 
the Baptist Parish Center in New Freedom. Music by the Immer-
green Band of Lancaster (“Die Immergrun Musikanten”). Meats 
(brats, knacks, weiswurst, frankfurters) will be from Binkerts 
Meats of Baltimore, plus German potato salad, red cabbage, 
pierogies, apple strudel, sauerkraut, fresh German pretzels and 
more served. Balloons tricks by “The Balun Guy” of York. Plenty 
of authentic German food, beer and wine, small games of chance 
and German fun!  

St. Theresa School in New Cumberland is having a fund-
raiser at the Cedar Cliff Subway on Sept. 16. Present a coupon, 
found on the school’s website, www.sainttheresaschool.org, St. 
Theresa School will receive 10% of sales. The school will have 
live musical entertainment by former and current students from 
5:30-7:30 p.m. in front of the Subway Cedar Cliff location, as well 
as raffles and prizes.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg will hold 
its annual Apple Festival Sept. 20 from 10 a.m.-7 p.m., featuring 
food, a book sale, adult and children’s games, a silent auction, a 
bake sake, crafts, a basket raffle and more. The Apple Festival 
Pancake Breakfast will be held Oct. 5 from 8:30-11 a.m. Ample 
free parking is available. 

Sacred Heart School in Conewago will hold its fourth annual 
“Wine in the Woods” festival on Sept. 20 from 11 a.m.- 
6 p.m. at the Conewago Chapel Picnic Woods in Hanover. Five 
local wineries, several local bands, raffles, a variety of local 
craft vendors, and an array of food for purchase. Ticket prices 
are $12 in advance and $15 on the day of the event. The ticket 
entitles the bearer to a souvenir wine glass and wine tastings. All 
wine-tasting patrons must be 21 and present a valid ID the day 
of the event. No pets, weapons or outside food may be brought 
onto the grounds. For information, call the school office at 717-
632-8715 or Mike Hardin, Wine in the Woods Chairperson, at 
hardinmike11@yahoo.com.

The Fun Committee at St. Joseph Parish in Hanover will 
hold a Cash Bingo Sept. 20 in the parish social hall. Doors open 
at 11:30 a.m. with Bingo beginning at 1 p.m. A total of 24 games 

will be played for ticket holders only—20 regular games for $50, 3 
specials for $75, and one special for $200. Lunch will be available 
for purchase. A donation of $15 per person is the admission price. 
For tickets, call the parish office at 717-637-5236. Tickets also 
available at the door. Proceeds from the bingo will benefit the 
parish general fund. 

Knights of Columbus Council 13451 of Our Lady of Lourdes 
Parish in New Holland will host an all-you-can-eat spaghetti din-
ner Sept. 20 from 4-7 p.m. in the parish hall. Tickets in advance 
are $8 for adults, $5 for children. Tickets purchased at the door 
are $10 for adults, $6 for children. A family ticket is available for 
$22 only in advance, and includes two adults and any number of 
children under 12. Beverages and dessert included. For tickets or 
information, contact Grand Knight Sunny Hirsch at 717-468-0971 
or Don Trout at 717-656-7735.

The St. Pauline Society in Kulpmont will host a bus trip to 
Baltimore Sept. 24, departing from the St. Pauline Center at 8 
a.m., and from Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish at 8:15 p.m. 
Tour the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton House and attend 11 a.m. Mass 
at St. Mary’s Seminary, followed by a luncheon a tour of the 
center by Father John Kemper, S.S. Also includes a stop at the 
Walter’s Art Gallery and Inner Harbor, returning to Mount Carmel 
and Kulpmont between 9 and 9:30 p.m. Cost is $30. Contact Tina 
Bartholomew at 570-205-6584.

The Kecera Folk Ensemble will perform Sept. 24 at 7 p.m. 
in the parish center of St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Parish in 
Harrisburg. This Eastern European ensemble will present a 
program that highlights traditional customs, songs and festivals 
of Slovakia. Admission is $12 for adults, $6 for students. Contact 
Rich Laychock at 717-583-4884 or rl@c-rs.org.

The Harrisburg Catholic Social Singles (ages 35-65) will 
meet at the Oyster Mill Play House in Camp Hill Sept. 26 for the 
showing of “Evita.”  For information, contact Dan Matarrese at 
DGMatarrese@yahoo.com or 717-236-8149.

York Catholic High School will hold a Bull & Oyster Roast 
Sept. 27 at 6 p.m. at the high school. Food will be provided by 
a variety of local restaurants; a silent auction will feature the 
opportunity to bid on jewelry, gift cards, and professional sports 
items; and music will be provided by “Rockin’ Horse.” Cost is $35 
per person. Reservations can be made by Sept. 15 by contacting 
Jennifer at 717-846-8871 x51 or jsteesglassmyer@yorkcatholic.
org. 

Trinity High School in Camp Hill will host the 2014 Rocks 
Beef and Beer event, from 6-11 p.m. on Sept. 27 at the school. 
Proceeds benefit the Trinity HS Athletic Association. Auction 
items, DJ, dinner and dancing. Tickets are $35. Contact Rob 
Kline at 717-770-2540 or rkline@klinelawoffice.com.  

The Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation will hold its annual 
“Celebrate Life Banquet” on Sept. 30 at the Hotel Radisson Har-
risburg in Camp Hill. Bishop Ronald W. Gainer will be this year’s 
featured speaker. Tickets are $50, and the banquet benefits the 
life-saving work of the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation Educa-
tion Fund. For tickets, call 717-541-0034 or visit www.paprolife.
org.

Holy Infant Parish in York Haven is sponsoring a benefit per-
formance of “Evita” at Oyster Mill Playhouse in Camp Hill Sept. 
30 at 7:30 p.m. The cost is $22 per ticket. For more information, 
call the parish office at 717-266-5286.

The Sisters of Saint Joseph of Philadelphia present the 5th 
Annual Sole Sisters 5K Run and 1 Mile Walk on Oct. 4 beginning 
at 9:30 a.m. at Saint Mary by-the-Sea Retreat House in Cape 
May Point, N.J. Register at www.tnteventmanagement.com. For 
race and sponsorship information, visit www.stmarybythesea.org 
and click the “About Us” tab or call 609-884-8708.  

Mother Cabrini Parish in Shamokin will host a Chicken 
Bar-B-Que (1/2 chicken, homemade potato salad, baked beans 
and roll) Oct. 5 from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at the “Cabrini Shed” on the 
corner of Race and Cherry streets. Donation is $8. Tickets may 
be purchased at Mother Cabrini Parish Office, or call 570-648-
4512 for more information. Take-out orders only.

Our Mother of Perpetual Help Parish in Ephrata will 
host former White House Chef John Moeller Oct. 10 from 6-9 
p.m. Chef John will hold a cooking demonstration and prepare a 
4-course meal. The night will include local artisanal breads and 
cheeses, Chinese Auction items, a book signing and so much 
more. All proceeds will go to the OMPH Food Bank. Tickets are 
$60 per person. Contact Rita Pfautz at 717-733-9247 or ritap-
fautz@yahoo.com.

The Outreach Ministry at St. Benedict the Abbot Parish in 
Lebanon will host “Dancing to the Oldies” with Mickey Santora 
on Oct. 11 at Prescott Banquet Hall in Myerstown. Doors open 
at 5:30 p.m. with hot and cold buffet beginning at 6 p.m. Dancing 
from 7-10:30 p.m. Tickets are $20 per person and are on sale at 
St. Benedict the Abbot Church, 717-450-4506. All proceeds to 
benefit St. Benedict Outreach Ministry and St. Jude Children’s 
Hospital.

Parish & Organization News
St. Katharine Drexel Parish in Mechanicsburg is seeking a 

part-time secretary (28 hours per week) to provide administrative 
support for the parish office and the religious education office. 
Work hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday. Submit your résumé to Jodi Bova, Parish Manager, at 
JBova@skdparish.com no later than 4 p.m. on Sept. 22.

Immaculate Conception BVM Parish in York is seeking to 
hire a full-time Coordinator of Religious Education to direct the 
parish youth religious education program and RCIA program(s). 
All inquiries and résumés should be sent to Immaculate Concep-
tion BVM Church, 309 South George Street, York PA, 17401 or 
to office@stmarysyork.org.

Shining Light Thrift Shop, a ministry of the Cathedral Parish 
of St. Patrick in Harrisburg, is celebrating its 22nd anniversary 
during the week of Sept. 8-13. Everything in the store over $2 will 
be 22% off during this week. A “thank you” for all your wonderful 
donations which allow us to provide free/discounted clothing to 
the Harrisburg community. Call 717-234-2436.
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Kicking off the 2014 
high school football sea-
son were the Squires of 
Delone Catholic visiting 
the Shamrocks of Trinity 
at COBO Field in Camp 
Hill. This heated rivalry 
dates back a couple of de-
cades, as the successful 
programs have met sev-
eral times in the district 
playoffs. 

Both teams are com-
ing off disappointing sea-
sons, especially so for the 
Shamrocks, who went 
2-8 during last year’s 
campaign. And it looked 
as if that trend would 
continue, as the Squires 
jumped out to a 16-0 first 
half lead. The Rocks were 
hampered early by three 
holding penalties and a 
blocked punt that gave the 
run-happy Squires a short 
field to work with. 

But the second half was 
a different story, as Trinity 
scored 29 points behind 
the throwing of junior 
quarterback Hunter Geisel, who connected on several nifty passes to Zac Slonac, 
and the running of senior tailback John Miller, who ran for more than 150 yards 
for a couple of touchdowns. The Rocks topped the Squires, 37-30.

Delone bounced back in Week Two with a resounding win against Columbia, 
48-7, as Trinity was pounded by Wyomissing, 38-14, giving up 38 first-half points 
to the ground-oriented, old style Wing T Spartans.

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

John Rudy County Park in York County was the scene of the annual 
Diocesan Invitational Cross Country Meet that pits five diocesan 

schools against each other in a season-opening race traditionally on the 
Friday before Labor Day. 

The 5K course features long, steady climbs that test a runner’s strength, 
and runs along wooded and open meadow land. More than 150 runners 
dealt with warm though not particularly humid conditions for the race 
that saw Delone Catholic junior Kate Mowery easily win the girls’ race 
with a sub 20-minute time. As a freshman, Mowery won the District 3 
championship, but last year she struggled at times. “I sort of choked last 
year,” Mowery said in refreshing manner. “I am not going to worry about 

things this year, just get better on times, and enjoy my teammates. We are 
all such close and great friends, and our team goal is to reach states for 
the third year in a row.” 

Teammate Leanne Sneeringer came in second, followed by Lancaster 
Catholic’s Rosemary Tuzzino in third. Despite not placing any runners 
in the top three, Trinity placed three runners in the top ten to lead the 
Shamrocks to the team win over Delone. 

The Shamrocks also won the boys’ team title, easily beating Bishop 
McDevitt and Delone Catholic. Trinity’s Matthew Gross won the indi-
vidual title, running a sub 18-minute winning time to beat Will Greene of 
Delone Catholic. This season is Matthew Gross’ first year running cross 
country, and he’s using the season to better himself for track as he is a 
reigning state champion for Trinity in the 4 x 800 relay.

Rocks Top Squires to  
Kick-Off Football Season

Diocesan Runners Race in York

Above: Trinity’s quarterback Hunter Geisel is sacked 
for a safety.
Below: Delone’s quarterback Jake Wiles gets the play 
from his dad Steve Wiles, head coach of the Squires.
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Delone’s Brandon Zumbrum makes a leaping grab against Trinity’s Casey Boguski.

Trinity’s  
Matthew 
Gross leads 
the way.

Delone’s 
Kate  
Mowery 
leads the 
field by 
nearly a 
full minute.
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