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Capuchin Franciscan Father Louis Petruha, pastor 
of St. Joseph Parish since 2001, shares a Sign of 
Peace with Bishop Ronald Gainer during Mass. “This 
parish has a tremendous spirit, and a great love for 
the Church,” Father Petruha said. “There is no end to 
the Holy Spirit here.”
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Capuchins 
Celebrate 35 
Years in York
The Pastoral Council at St. Joseph Parish in York 

honored the Capuchin Franciscan Friars who have 
served the parish since 1979 with a special anniver-
sary Mass celebrated at the church on the feast day of 
St. Francis of Assisi.

A number of Capuchin priests and brothers who 
have ministered at the parish returned for the celebra-
tion.

“We friars are greatly honored that members of the 
pastoral council wanted to celebrate the 35 years of 
Capuchin ministry to the people of St. Joseph Parish,” 
said Capuchin Franciscan Father Louis Petruha, cur-
rent pastor. 

“Having St. Francis of Assisi as our spiritual father 
and inspiration for our personal life, the ministry cer-
tainly brings to the parish the essence of the Francis-
can spirit. That essence is the brotherhood we have 
and desire to share with you,” Father Petruha said in 
a message to parishioners. “We journey with you as 
brothers and we minister to you sacramentally and 
pastorally. The simplicity of Capuchin life hopefully 
enables you and us to work together and to be one 
with each other in our common pursuit of holiness and 
evangelization. That is preaching and living the Gos-
pel life, the very heart of the Franciscan spirit.”

See page 8 for additional photos and coverage.

CNS/PAUL HARING
A man holds a child as Pope Francis leads an Oct. 4 prayer vigil for the extraordinary Synod of Bishops 
on the family in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican. The pope called for “sincere, open and fraternal” de-
bate during the two-week long synod, which opened Oct. 5. 

By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

Opening a two-week Synod of Bish-
ops on the family, Pope Francis warned 
participants against the temptations 
of hypocrisy, pride and greed, urging 
them instead to serve the Church with 
“freedom, creativity and hard work.”

“We can thwart God’s dream if we 
fail to let ourselves be guided by the 
Holy Spirit,” the pope said Oct. 5, dur-
ing Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica. “The 
Spirit gives us that wisdom which sur-
passes knowledge, and enables us to 
work generously with authentic free-
dom and humble creativity.”

Pope Francis’ homily drew on the 
day’s reading from the Gospel of Mat-
thew (21: 33-43), in which Jesus de-

Opening Family Synod, Pope Warns  
Bishops of Hypocrisy, Pride and Greed

More SYNOD, page 14
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LARC Day of Dialogue
October 27 • Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

The Decree on Ecumenism at 50 
Massimo Faggioli, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor, Department of Theology,  
University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, MN

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Second Vatican Council’s his-
toric Decree on Ecumenism, Unitatis Redintgratio. This decree, along with the 
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy and the Pastoral Constitution on the Church 
in the Modern World, impacted the lives of Roman Catholics, Lutherans and 
Episcopalians in ways that we now take for granted. Our 2014 LARC Day of 
Dialogue will be a celebration of this “golden jubilee” in the life of the Church. 
We are pleased to have the internationally known speaker, Dr. Massimo Fag-
gioli to offer his insights on the formulation of this document at Vatican II. 
Time will also be set aside for participants to speak to the ongoing relevance of 
the Vatican II decree as our communities move forward ecumenically.

Cost of the day is $30 for a single registration, $25 each for two registrations 
from the same parish, and $20 each for three of more registrations from the 
same parish. Register online at www.hbgdiocese.org/LARC2014. 

Week of October 12: “Saying Hello to Life” was the topic of Bishop 
Ronald W. Gainer’s address to the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation at their 
annual banquet recently. This powerful, insightful and inspirational talk will 
be broadcast in its entirety this week on Catholic Perspective.

In the talk, Bishop Gainer praised the strength of the pro-life movement 
in this country, saying, “No other democracy in the world . . . can lay claim 
to a pro-life movement that is a fraction of the movement in the United 
States.” He urged “raising our voices” in protection of the unborn. In the 
talk, Bishop Gainer also makes the point and gives examples of how the 
pro-abortion movement in the country has gotten out of touch with reality.  
Catholic Perspective is produced in cooperation with the Office of Com-

munications of the Diocese and AM 720 WHYF. It can be heard Mondays 
at noon and Sundays at 3 p.m. on  AM 720 WHYF and on Sunday morn-
ings on WHVR-AM 1280, Hanover, at 8 a.m.; WKOK-AM 1070, Sunbury, 
at 6:30 a.m.; WIEZ-AM 670, Lewistown, at 8 a.m.; WWSM-AM 1510, 
Lebanon, at 7 a.m.; and WWEC-FM 88.3, Elizabethtown, at 9:30 a.m. It 
is also available on line at www.OldiesRadio1620.com at 6:30 a.m. and at  
www.WISL1480.com on Sunday at 11 a.m. It can also be heard on line at 
www.hbgdiocese.org.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Since its inaugural event in 2009, the 
diocesan Fishers of Men dinner draws 
several hundred benefactors to the an-
nual fundraiser, held each fall at the 
Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg.

The dinner raises much-needed 
funds for the Bishop Joseph T. Daley 
Seminary Scholarship Endowment 
Fund, which provides financial assis-
tance for diocesan seminarians in for-
mation.

Here, as a means of expressing grati-
tude to the people who support them 
with prayer and financial contributions 
to attend seminary, the diocese’s semi-
narians serve dinner and drinks and of-
fer hospitality to attendees.

This year’s Fishers of Men dinner, 
held Oct. 4, again drew a crowd of 
faithful supporters. Among them were 
members of the Serra Club, which 
promotes religious vocations, Knights 
of Columbus, Councils of Catholic 
Women, parishioners, priests, reli-
gious sisters and deacons, all of whom 
work to promote a culture of voca-
tions.

“Every one of us is charged to help 
others discern, identify and say ‘Yes’ 
to whatever call God is placing on the 
young men and women here in our 
diocese,” Bishop Ronald Gainer told 
the crowd during dinner. “You are an 
essential part of our effort to create a 
culture of vocations in the diocese.”

He observed the quantity and qual-
ity of the diocese’s 37 seminarians – 
a number that has tripled since 2004, 

‘Fishers of Men’ Continues  
to Build Culture of Vocations

Deacon Ryan Fischer and seminarian Richard Mowery bow their heads in prayer 
during the dinner.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
The annual “Fishers of Men” dinner drew hundreds of benefactors to the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg Oct. 3 in 
providing financial assistance for diocesan seminarians in formation.

Seminarian Joshua Cavender serves meals to attendees of 
the Fishers of Men Dinner.

and one that requires financial help 
from benefactors and the Fishers of 
Men dinner. The average cost for one 
seminarian’s education is approxi-
mately $40,000.

The bishop noted that the number of 
seminarians also points to the culture 
of vocations that has been cultivated in 
the diocese, especially in families and 
parishes, and through the efforts of 
the Diocesan Vocations Office, led by 
Father Raymond LaVoie. He pointed 
to the prayers, camaraderie and sup-
port that seminarians receive from the 
people of the diocese, as well as initia-
tives like Quo Vadis Days, the St. Jo-

seph Farm program 
and the wilderness 
experience that de-
velop and strength-
en seminarians 
who will one day 
serve as priests. 

“The purpose of 
the ordained minis-
ter in the Church is 
to serve the faithful 
of the Church, to 
equip and help you 
to be that leaven in 
the world,” Bishop 
Gainer said at the 
dinner. “Our semi-

narians know this, they exemplify this, 
because our priests know this, and live 
their ordained ministry in that very 
generous, self-forgetting ministry in 
service of the people of God. It’s a 
great gift here in the diocese, and we 
are truly blessed.”

(Learn  more  about  our  diocesan 
seminarians,  vocation  discernment, 
and how you can support religious vo-
cations and the Seminary Scholarship 
Endowment Fund at www.hbgdiocese.
org/vocations,  or  by  contacting  the 
Office of Vocations at 717-657-4804.)
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By James F. Gontis
Special to the Witness

The annual Diocesan Catechetical Conference is being 
held this year on Nov. 15 at the Cardinal Keeler Center in 
Harrisburg. The theme of the Conference is: “The Catechist 
as Witness to the Person of Christ.”

It will emphasize catechists drawing people into deeper 
faith in Christ and His Church through the witness of their 
own lives lived in union with Christ Jesus. There will be a 
focus on an evangelizing catechesis. While distinct, evan-
gelization and catechesis, are inseparable. We could say 
they go together “hand in glove.” What this conference will 
strive to address is an evangelizing catechesis that helps put 
people in communion with Jesus.  

The conference begins with the celebration of the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass, with Bishop Ronald W. Gainer as 
principal celebrant and homilist.

Our keynote speaker will be Patrick Coffin, a dynamic 
speaker and host of the top-rated national Catholic radio 
show, “Catholic Answers Live.” A former stage actor, 
he has appeared on FOX Channel, Comedy Central, and 
EWTN. As a writer, his work has appeared in Inside the 
Vatican, The National Catholic Register, The Toronto Star, 
St. Austin Review, and others.  

Following the keynote, there will be 35 workshops pre-
sented across four one-hour sessions.  In addition to a blue-
ribbon panel of speakers from within the diocese, there are 
top-shelf presenters from other dioceses and states, includ-
ing Emily Stimpson, James J. Drummey and Sister John 
Sheila Galligan. Topics include: “Winning Souls through 
Apologetics,” “The Blessed Virgin Mary and the Gospel 
of Life,” “Catechesis via the Church Fathers,” “The Pope 
Francis Effect,” “Marriage throughout Scripture,” “Homo-
sexuality and Contraception,” “The Catholic Church Sto-
ry,” “Symbolon: RCIA Process,” “Catechizing Martyrs,” 
“Medical Moral Issues,” “Teaching the Faith to Young 
Children,” “Original Sin,” “The Four Last Things,” “Exam-
ination of Conscience for the New Evangelization,” “Grace 
Uncorked,”  and Religious Education,” among others.

In his 1975 Apostolic Exhortation, On Evangelization in 
the Modern World, Pope Paul VI wrote: “Modern man lis-
tens more willingly to witnesses than to teachers, and if he 
does listen to teachers, it is because they are witnesses…. 
It is therefore primarily by her conduct and by her life that 
the Church will evangelize the world, in other words, by her 
living witness of the fidelity of Jesus Christ.”

Pope Paul VI was not saying that our words are relatively 
unimportant in this witness. The very word “catechesis,” 
from the Greek, means “to pass on by word of mouth.” To 
emphasize this point, in the next paragraph of the same doc-
ument, Paul VI wrote: “…it is not superfluous to emphasize 
the importance and necessity of preaching… Preaching, the 
verbal proclamation of a message, is indeed always indis-
pensable.”  

So how the catechist lives his or her life is the first and 
primary witness, but what he/she says and teaches orally, is 
also an indispensable part of that witness.  Or, as St. Paul 
maintains, “Faith comes through what is heard.”

In his Sept. 29, 2013, homily to catechists, Pope Francis 
spoke the following: “A catechist is a Christian who puts 
this remembrance at the service of the proclamation, not to 
seem important, not to talk about himself or herself, but to 
talk about God, about his love and fidelity. To talk about and 
to pass down all that God has revealed, his teaching in its 
totality, neither trimming it down nor adding to it.”  

Here, the Holy Father is providing a recipe for certain 
characteristics fundamental to catechists bearing good fruit 
for the Lord: humility, authenticity, and handing on the faith 
in its fullness.

The Catechetical Conference is designed to support the 
work of catechesis in the Diocese of Harrisburg by fostering 
the on-going instruction, formation, and encouragement of 
our dedicated parish catechists, catechetical leaders, Catho-
lic school teachers, youth ministry leaders, and adult faith 
formation and RCIA instructors, who do the crucial work of 
serving God as His instruments in sowing the seeds of faith 
in those whom they teach, by handing on the Catholic Faith 
in all its vigor and beauty.  

It is open to all those involved in the ministry of cat-
echesis, and indeed, to all adults wishing to learn more 
about the Catholic faith. To register, see the Director of 
Religious Education at your parish, or register online at  
www.hbgdiocese.org. 

Diocesan Catechetical  
Conference is November 15
Catechists as Witnesses to Jesus Christ

Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
A playground is on the way for children at the Interfaith Shelter for Homeless Families in Har-
risburg, thanks to a $10,000 prize that the shelter recently received as one of six finalists in a 
national contest. Mortgage lender Guaranteed Rate sponsored “The Ultimate Neighborhood Give 
Back Challenge” this year to assist community improvement projects across the country. The 
Interfaith Shelter’s playground project was one of the top six finalists from more than 320 entries 
received. Representatives from Guaranteed Rate visited the shelter last month to volunteer and 
then present the $10,000 check to Mark Totaro, Executive Director of Catholic Charities, left, and 
Hillary Hoover, center. Since moving from the grounds of the former Harrisburg State Hospital to 
its current location at the St. Samuel Center, the Interfaith Shelter had been without a playground. 
“We are so happy to provide the much needed recreational area for our children, who deserve 
this,” Mrs. Hoover said. The playground project is part of additional renovation and construction at 
the St. Samuel Center, which also houses Lourdeshouse Maternity Home and Evergreen House 
for women recovering from addiction. Plans include new handicapped-accessible bedrooms and 
bathrooms, a new elevator, indoor and outdoor ramps, and other building and technology up-
grades. Learn more about the programs and renovation at www.cchbg.org.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Bryn Mawr Trust Company recently provided $25,000 in scholarship assistance to benefit stu-
dents at Bishop McDevitt High School in Harrisburg. The contribution was made possible through 
the company’s participation in Pennsylvania’s Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) pro-
gram, which provides tax credits to businesses that contribute to scholarship organizations, such 
as the Diocese of Harrisburg’s Neumann Scholarship Foundation. Lisa Piergallini, of Bryn Mawr 
Trust Company, right, presented the check to Donald Kaercher, Diocesan Chief Financial Officer; 
Livia Riley, Diocesan Superintendent; and Father Robert M. Gillelan, Diocesan Vicar General. For 
information on how your business can participate in the EITC program, contact Paula Lasecki, 
Director of the Diocesan Office of Development, at plasecki@hbgdiocese.org or 717-657-4804.

October 11 – Celebrant and Homilist, Diocesan Homeschool Mass, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 
9 a.m.; Sacrament of Confirmation, Holy Spirit Church, Palmyra, 1 p.m.

October 12 – Sacrament of Confirmation, St. Joan of Arc Church, Hershey, 2 p.m.
October 14 – Preside at Closing of 40 Hours Devotions, Mary, Gate of Heaven Church, Myerstown, 7 p.m.
October 15 – Welcome Address at Conflict Management Workshop, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 

9 a.m.; Celebrant and Homilist, Mass of Thanksgiving, Discalced Carmelites, Danville, noon; Celebrant and 
Homilist, Mass for Carmelite Sisters, Carmel of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, Elysburg, 5 p.m.

October 17 – Sacrament of Confirmation, St. Margaret Mary Church, Harrisburg, 7 p.m.
October 18 – Celebrant and Homilist, Mass for Respect Life Conference, Cardinal Keeler Center, 9 a.m.; 

Confirmation, Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Church, Elysburg, 1 p.m.; Celebrant and Homilist at Mass and 
Blessing of Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Painting, Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Church, Elysburg, 5 p.m.

October 19 – Celebrant and Homilist at Diocesan White Mass, St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 9:30 a.m.
October 20-24 – Priest Workshop, Hunt Valley, Maryland.
October 25 – Sacrament of Confirmation, St. Theresa Church, New Cumberland, 10 a.m.
October 26 – Sacrament of Confirmation, St. Andrew Church, Waynesboro, 2 p.m.
October 27 – LARC Day of Dialogue, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg.
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Sunday Series: Sacrament
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC

Special to The Witness

I grew up in a very rural area of northern New Jersey. When I was a young 
child, the borough president decided to upgrade the community by install-
ing sidewalks and streetlights. My playmate, a mischievous seven year old, 
decided it would be very cool to walk up the sidewalk of 
wet cement. He waited with baited breath for the construc-
tion crew to leave. Unbeknownst to 
his parents, he skipped up the entire 
block of semi-hardened cement, leav-
ing his footprints.   

Everybody in the small communi-
ty came to realize with time that the 
footprints in their new sidewalk be-
longed to Tom Smith. (His name has 
been changed for this article.) Many 
years later, as I was visiting my brother, who still lives in 
the home in which we both grew up, I met Tom and his daughter. They were 
visiting Tom’s mom. I greeted Tom and his daughter, and caught up with him 
about his career and family. After our conversation, Tom and his daughter 
continued to walk up the very sidewalk in which he left his footprints. I heard 
the following conversation and laughed out loud: 

“Daddy, who is the idiot who walked up the wet cement?” 
“Ahh, that would have been me when I was your age!” 
“Daddy, that was really stupid! Why did you do that?” 
“At the time, I thought it would be a good idea! Learn from your dad’s 

mistake!”
I thought of this story as I continue my discussion on the Eucharist as fig-

ure, event and sacrament. Previously, I discussed how the Eucharist is pre-
figured in the Old Testament and how it became an event “in the fullness of 
time.” According to Raniero Cantalamessa in The Eucharist: Our Sanctifica-
tion (The Liturgical Press, 1993), we are living in the “fullness of time.” So 
we are living at the point of salvation history which he called “sacrament.” 
This is the moment in time in which the events of the Last Supper, the bless-
ing, the breaking and the sharing of bread and wine are done, “in memory of 
me.”

There is a distinct difference between this “event” in salvation history and 
“the fullness of time” of our history. Recall that an event is a remembering 
and celebration of an historic happening. 

So what about sacrament? What does that truly mean? According to Ameri-
canCatholic.org: “The Latin word sacramentum means ‘a sign of the sacred.’ 
The seven sacraments are ceremonies that point to what is sacred, significant 
and important for Christians. They are special occasions for experiencing 
God’s saving presence. That’s what theologians mean when they say that sac-
raments are at the same time signs and instruments of God’s grace.”  

The Catechism of the Catholic Church defines sacrament this way: “The 
sacraments are efficacious (effective, efficient, effectual) signs of grace, insti-
tuted by Christ and entrusted to the Church, by which divine life is dispensed 
to us. The visible rites (liturgy) by which the sacraments are celebrated sig-
nify and make present the graces proper to each sacrament. They bear fruit 
in those who receive them with the required dispositions.” (CCC 113 – the 
italics are mine) Cantalamessa puts it this way: “A sacrament renews in the 
hearts of the faithful the celebration of what history states really took place 
only once.” (pg.16)

Let’s relate this to the story I shared above. The fact that Tom walked up 
that sidewalk of wet cement when he was seven years old is a fact that is part 
of his history. The fact that he, with his daughter, within sort of a “community 
setting” remembered and “celebrated” the event by following his steps could 
be “sacramental.”  Cantalamessa puts it this way: “Mass renews the event of 
the Cross by celebrating it (not by reiterating it!) and celebrates it by renew-
ing it (not just by recalling it!).” (pg. 17)

As I sit during the Eucharistic Liturgy, I am often reminded of the human 
fact that we are bound and limited by space and time. God is not. Because of 
the amazing, wonderful mystery of what the Eucharist truly is, we are present 
at the historic events of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Were you there when 
they crucified my Lord? Actually, yes, all because of what the sacrament of 
the Eucharist truly is!  

What is more remarkable is that our Eucharistic Liturgy makes the event 
present to the Father as well. Within this scope, it is Christ that offers himself 
anew in our time and space to the Father for our salvation. When Christ “gave 
up his spirit” (John 19:30) and then returned to the Father during the resur-
rection, he gave us his spirit. It is by the power of the Holy Spirit that Christ 
can offer himself to the Father for us. It is also through the same Holy Spirit 
that this offering is renewed and celebrated at every liturgy. In addition, it is 
through the power of the same Holy Spirit that we are baptized, confirmed 
and brought into the mystical body of Christ. By this, our life indeed can be-
come an echo of Jesus’ life: a living sacrifice pleasing to God!

I wonder if Tom’s young daughter understood what walking in the footsteps 
of Another is truly all about. I wonder if the “average” Catholic understands 
the essence that “the fruit of sacramental life is both personal and ecclesial. 
For every one of the faithful on the one hand, this fruit is life for God in Christ 
Jesus; for the Church, on the other, it is an increase in charity and in her mis-
sion of witness.” (CCC 1134) So, who really is the foolish one? 

(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network 
Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and a member of the IT Depart-
ment. An educator for 28 years, she is responsible for Professional Develop-
ment Programs for every age learner. Through her presentations, she chal-
lenges her audiences to be the individual God has called them to be.) 

Thoughts
from a Catholic  

Evangelist
Sister Geralyn 
Schmidt, SCC

Catholic Charities’ Annual  
“Come and See” Dinner
November 4 at the Cardinal Keeler Center,  

Harrisburg

5:00 p.m. – Reception and Silent Auction
6:00 p.m. – Dinner
7:00 p.m. – Remarks by Bishop Ronald Gainer

All proceeds benefit the residential homes of the St. Samuel Center in  
Harrisburg:

Lourdeshouse Maternity Home provides comprehensive maternity 
care in a loving and secure environment for women who have nowhere 
to turn while pregnant.

Evergreen House offers a safe rehabilitation program to women 
who are on the road to recovery.

Interfaith Shelter for Homeless Families keep families together in 
times of crisis and assists them in finding permanent housing.

Various sponsorship levels are available, beginning at $100 per  
person. Dinner donated by 2 Gals Catering.

For reservations and special arrangements, contact Christopher Mee-
han at 717-657-4804, ext. 284, or cmeehan@cchbg.org. Learn more 
about Catholic Charities and the Homes for Healing at www.cchbg.org.

‘Beginning Experience’ 
Weekend for Those  

Who Have Lost a Spouse
October 31-November 2 
Camp Hebron, Halifax 

Beginning Experience is an approved Roman Catholic program designed 
for those suffering the loss of a spouse through death, divorce or separa-
tion. Hundreds of persons have been helped to move towards successful, pro-
ductive, happy lives by attending one of these weekends. Beginning Experi-
ence is your Church at work to provide help, healing and spiritual restoration. 

The retreat weekend is led by persons who have lost a spouse through death 
or divorce and are trained in facilitating a weekend. Each Beginning Experi-
ence Team is certified by the International Beginning Experience Organiza-
tion.

Visit the Diocesan Web site, www.hbgdiocese.org and go to the “Marriage 
and Family” link, or go to www.beginningexperience.org. Information can 
also be obtained by contacting the Harrisburg Beginning Experience Team at 
717-512-2718 or harrisburgbe@gmail.com.
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By Matthew Gambino
Catholic News Service

Sept. 22 marked exactly one year before the start of the 
World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia, so organizers 
for the event took the occasion to brief staff of the Arch-
diocese of Philadelphia on the latest details.

Registration for the Sept. 22-25 event will begin within 
several weeks as agreements with speakers for the pro-
gram are finalized. That part of the planning is ahead of 
schedule, as registration for the meetings held every three 
years in a different city typically begins only eight to nine 
months before the event.

Donna Farrell, executive director for the 2015 World 
Meeting of Families in Philadelphia, acknowledged the 
excitement for the event in the city and said the most 
frequently asked question her staff hears is, “How can 
I help?”

That willingness to help will be tested because Far-
rell estimates 7,000 to 10,000 volunteers will be needed. 
Probably around a thousand of those will be needed for 
the four days of discussions and programs that will com-
prise the World Meeting of Families at the Pennsylvania 
Convention Center.

Organizers are hoping for about 10,000 attendees for 
the four-day meeting, perhaps up to 15,000. It will be the 
largest convention in Philadelphia next year.

Most volunteers will be needed to help with the large 
public events expected to be attended by Pope Francis 
after the meeting, though confirmation of his visit has not 
yet been made official. After a volunteer coordinator is 
hired, volunteers will be accepted by the end of this year 
and mostly next year, with background clearances and 
training to follow in the summer.

Planning for the papal visit is continuing, and Farrell 
described some details of that portion of the week.

Pope Francis would arrive Friday evening, Sept. 25, 

Details on 2015 World Meeting  
of Families Emerge as Countdown Begins

2015, at the close of 
the World Meeting 
of Families with 
a public welcome 
ceremony at Inde-
pendence Hall in 
Philadelphia with 
perhaps 40,000 in 
attendance.

Hundreds of thousands of people are expected to join 
the pope Saturday night, Sept. 26, at a public Festival of 
Families cultural celebration along the Benjamin Frank-
lin Parkway in Philadelphia’s center city. It will feature 
musical and dance acts and other family entertainment, 
along with selected families from around the world giv-
ing witness to their family’s faith.

“It will be one of the most beautiful events of the 
week,” Farrell said.

Capping the week of festivities will be the public Mass 
celebrated by Pope Francis also on the Parkway Sunday, 
Sept. 27, 2015. No time has been set for the Mass yet, 
and multiple other details remain in flux as it is still a year 
away. But Farrell did say that “well in excess of 1 million 
people are expected.”

She and her team of organizers are working to “create 
the most meaningful set of events so that people are still 
talking about this decades afterward, just as we are Pope 
John Paul II’s visit” to Philadelphia in 1979, Farrell said, 
an event she also attended as a teenager.

“I thought that was a once in a lifetime event, and here 
we are planning it again,” she said.

Another dire need for the event is how to accommodate 
the thousands of people coming to Philadelphia. Only 
about 11,000 hotel rooms exist in the immediate Philadel-
phia area, Farrell said, so it will be important for people 
to generously open their homes for guests.

Home Stay, a Dublin, Ireland-based firm, will facilitate 

the process of matching a host family with people travel-
ing to the area.

Other events will include a Family Fest by Philadel-
phia’s leading cultural institutions including the Philadel-
phia Museum of Art and the Franklin Institute, among 
others. Each is planning family-themed exhibits and ex-
tended hours during the week. As an example, the Kim-
mell Center for the Arts will host a film festival.

A family 5K run is also planned, as are bus tours of the 
five national Catholic shrines in the Philadelphia region.

All the activities and events of the World Meeting of 
Families underscore its two main goals: “to strengthen 
families and to witness to the value of the family as the 
building block of society,” Farrell said during an informa-
tional meeting she led.

The meeting was just the first of about a dozen such 
meetings to be held in October in parishes of the Arch-
diocese of Philadelphia. Organized mostly by deaneries, 
World Meeting of Families staff will inform parish pas-
tors and other leaders such as school principals, directors 
of religious education and pastoral council members on 
how to volunteer, how to host families and how to pre-
pare parishioners for next year’s event.

Materials for the parishes to help prepare parishioners 
are available on the website of the World Meeting of 
Families 2015: www.worldmeeting2015.org.

Organizers also will distribute 300 prayer cards to par-
ishes. The cards display the official icon for the event and 
the official prayer, available in 18 languages.

Farrell said prayer was an important part of the prepa-
ration for next year’s event. She suggested parishioners 
light a candle at their church and say a prayer, for people 
to pray the official prayer together before meetings and, 
especially, together at home with their family.

(Gambino is director and general manager of 
CatholicPhilly.com, the news outlet of the Philadelphia 
Archdiocese.)
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Bishop Ronald Gainer was the keynote speaker for the 
Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation’s annual “Celebrate Life” 
banquet, held Sept. 30 at the Radisson Hotel Harrisburg in 
Camp Hill. The federation (www.paprolife.org) is committed 
to promoting the dignity and value of human life from con-
ception to natural death, and to restoring legal protection 
for preborn children. Through legislation, political action, 
education and other means, the federation proclaims the truth 
about abortion, infanticide and euthanasia.

The following is the text of Bishop Gainer’s speech, which 
can be viewed at www.hbgdiocese.org and heard on the Cath-
olic Perspective radio program this weekend.

It’s been conjectured – and I think rightly – that in 1973 
pro-abortion advocates never envisioned a strong, influential 
pro-life movement to emerge across our nation. It was false-
ly thought that the cultural revolution of the 1960s regard-
ing sexuality and the accompanying disregard for authority 
at almost every level demanded abortion rights without any 
significant opposition from citizens. HELLO?! As we move 
toward the regrettable 42nd anniversary of Roe v. Wade next 
January, you and I are a part of a strong and growing-stronger 
movement for life. No other democracy in the world – to my 
knowledge – can lay claim to a pro-life movement that is a 
fraction of the movement in the United States. Raising our 
voices in the public square, informing our elected representa-
tives in legislatures and in executive offices, marching, sup-
porting mothers and fathers vulnerable for abortion, offering 
healing and new beginnings to post-abortive parents, prayer-
ful protests at abortuaries and casting our ballots for pro-life 
candidates on election day – all these necessary actions and 
more are taking place and will continue to take place as inte-
gral components of the restoration of a culture of life to our 
nation and to the world. May God grant us the wisdom and 
all the strength needed to continue, even as the battle moves 
away from abortion facilities in physical buildings to the pro-
liferation of “over the counter” abortifacients, and threats of 
life-ending interventions for the vulnerable and terminally ill.

Did you read the recent newspaper article about a prison 
inmate who escaped on the 89th day of a 90-day sentence? He 
was quickly apprehended, and then had to serve an additional 
18-month sentence. HELLO?!

Or maybe you caught the story about the robber who at-
tempted to hold up a convenience store. While the robbery 
was in progress, the store clerk asked the robber if she could 
make a phone call.  The robber gave his permission and was 
stunned when in short order the police appeared on the scene. 
Only then did he realize that the clerk had called 911. HEL-
LO?!

“Hello” has become more than our customary way of an-
swering a phone call. “Hello” has become a kind of mantra – a 
word we say to someone who just doesn’t seem to get it. It is 
a kind of shorthand by which we challenge someone “to wake 
up” – a word to ask, “What in the world were you thinking?” 
That one word lets people know that somehow they have 
missed the point or they have gotten something totally wrong 
and they need to start over. Somehow they have gotten out of 
touch with reality.

I would compare the pro-life movement in its many expres-
sions, in its advocacy for the dignity and sacredness of all 
human life from the moment of conception until natural birth 
as a “HELLO Movement.” Through the witness of our words 
– written and spoken – and through the witness of our deeds – 
individual and communal –we are calling out to a culture that 
has drifted from the truth, a society that has missed the point, 
to judges and to lawmakers and those in executive offices of 
our government who have got human life issues totally wrong.  

Recently there was a “HELLO” episode in the wildly popu-
lar, made for TV drama produced by the BBC, “Downton Ab-
bey.” The story chronicles the lives of the Crawley Family, 
members of the British aristocracy, and the equally interesting 
lives and interactions of their downstairs serving staff. Lord 
Robert Crawley, Earl of Grantham, and his wealthy American 
wife, Cora, have three daughters: Mary, Edith and Sybil. The 
“HELLO” episode that I want to comment on was an episode 
in Season Four, which aired in the U.S. this past February.

Lady Edith, the Crawley’s middle daughter, discovers the 
love of her life, a journalist, Michael Gregson. Lady Edith 
also finds herself pregnant with Michael’s child, and Michael 
has gone off to Germany, completely out of contact. Edith is 
alone in her pregnancy. Father, mother, sister and grandmama, 
the irrepressible Dowager Countess, have no knowledge of 
what is happening. Edith knows well that a pregnancy outside 
of marriage would be a scandal; she would become an outcast 
socially, practically and personally. Contrary to what we have 
come to expect from the dominant entertainment sources, the 
script has Edith state clearly that she “does not want to kill her 
wanted child.” The drama escalates, however, as she weighs 
the consequences of giving birth to their child. The fear of 
scandal, the shame and embarrassment drives her to go to her 
Aunt Rosamund in London, who recognizes that abortion is 
wrong in itself and wrong in its consequences for Edith. Nev-
ertheless, Rosamund knows of someone who helps women rid 
themselves of their problem, and so in loyalty and hope she 
accompanies her niece to his flat. But when Edith hears the 
cries of an aborting mother from the next room and the nurse 
comes to take her in, she walks out. Rosamund, with a certain 
peace and relief, explains to the nurse: “It seems that some 
mistake has been made.”

The episode is set in the 1920s, so the pro-life pro-abortion 
conflict had not yet crystallized. Edith knows that abortion 
killed a child, and she wanted her child. She suffered no il-
lusions. There was no willful blindness to what an abortion 
really is. There was no easy dismissal of the child as a mass of 
tissue. There was no assertion that this was a matter pertain-
ing exclusively to Edith’s body and she could do with IT what 
she wanted. Those social deceptions, those legalized lies were 
still 50 years away.  

Interestingly, the English statute that made abortion illegal 
in the 1920s dated back to 1861, and was known as “The Of-
fenses against the Human Person Act.” In the middle of the 
19th century, British legislators had no problem recognizing 
that the unborn were persons. The 1861 law inflicted very 
harsh penalties for abortion, up to and including “penal ser-
vitude for life.” The Offenses against the Human Person Act 
stood on the books, although with amendments lessening the 
severity of the penalties until it was repealed in 1967 – six 
years before Roe v. Wade.

Edith’s situation is the classic story of a crisis pregnancy 
with all the social, practical, family and personal pressures 
that can all too often be allowed to trump the life of an un-
born child. Save for her aunt, Edith was alone, and her aunt, 
Rosamund, acted in a sense as a one-person crisis pregnan-
cy center. She understood the reality, faced it head on, and 
once Edith chose to save the life of her child, she devised 
alternatives to save the life of the baby and spare Edith from 
moral, emotional and possibly physical disaster. Rosamund 
represents our pro-life efforts. You do the work of Rosamund 
when you assist the Ediths of today from destroying life: their 
baby’s and their own.

The truth is, pro-lifers do have a significant influence on 
American culture and political life. Polls and surveys steadily 
reveal that an increasing number of Americans are coming to 
recognize the sacredness of all human life and the evil of ev-
ery offense against human life. Still, it seems pretty natural to 
ask why so many otherwise good people in our country sim-
ply do not see the connection between the advent of Roe vs. 
Wade and today’s deplorable moral desert, created by a whole 
spectrum of attacks against human life.

There are a variety of reasons why some people have be-
come incapable of understanding and accepting what we are 
talking about. Let me present just three of the problems that, 
I believe, are embedded in our American culture today and 
create obstacles that keep many of our fellow citizens from 
recognizing and embracing the truth.

The first problem is an increasing inability to use right rea-
son. America in our lifetime has become a culture driven by 
marketing, and marketing works in exactly the opposite way 
as reasoning. Reasoning requires time, testing and comparison 
of competing arguments, the ability to analyze and discover 
the truth. Marketing appeals to our desires and emotions. It 
depends upon the suppression of critical thought because 
rational thought might move you to refrain from buying the 
advertised product or from believing the marketer’s message. 
Marketing is bound tightly with creating the right image, and 
images operate quickly and effectively at a sub-rational level. 
That is why a food company will show you a young, afflu-
ent, athletic couple eating their cereal for breakfast rather than 
flashing a series of nutritional facts and comparisons on our 
TV screen. It is the same reason why the pro-abortion media 
shows us the highly magnified photos of those strange looking 
cells at fertilization. Implicitly, they want us to think, “This 
can’t be human; it does not look like anything familiar.” If, 
by marketing, we can be engaged on that sub-rational level, 
then perhaps our reason won’t discover the truth that these 
cells already contain all the genetic information the person 
will ever need. Left alone and with proper nurturing, they will 
inevitably progress to look decidedly human as an embryo, a 
fetus, to an infant and finally an adult human. But anyone who 
begins thinking that way no longer suffers from an inability to 
reason rightly. You become wary of the pro-abortion market-
ing. You become pro-life.

The loss of right reasoning extends to the most fundamen-
tal question of all: when does human life begin? Moral, legal 
and political issues turn on this crucial question regarding the 
beginning of a human person’s life.

Florida Senator Marco Rubio was on solid ground when, 
during a recent interview, he said, “Science has settled the 
question of when human life begins.” He went on to say that 
all the evidence should convince anyone with an open mind 
capable of reasoning that life begins at conception. Since 
1973, the compelling images from sonograms and the uni-
form discoveries in embryology regarding DNA-driven fetal 
development have served to convince honest, thinking people 
of the truth that life begins at the moment of conception and 
therefore deserves legal protection, as the beginning of the life 
of a human person.

This is empirical evidence that was absent when Roe v. Wade 
was decided, but it goes right to the heart of the flawed deci-
sion and its equally flawed interpretation of the 14th Amend-
ment to the Constitution. Remember that in Roe v. Wade, the 
state of Texas argued for the personhood of the unborn under 
the protection of the 14th Amendment. Historically, the 14th 
Amendment is one of 3 Reconstruction Amendments passed 
after the Civil War to resolve important rights issues regarding 
former slaves. More broadly, it addresses the rights of U.S. 
citizens and grants us full and equal protection under the law. 
Since its passing in 1868, it has been one of the most litigated 
sections of the U. S. Constitution.

Roe v. Wade hinged on whether the unborn enjoy the full 
and equal protection under the law, guaranteed by the 14th 
Amendment. The Supreme Court Associate Justice who wrote 
the 7-2 majority opinion, Harry Blackmun, states that “If the 
suggestion of personhood is established, the appellant’s case, 
of course, collapses, for the fetus’ right to life would then be 
granted by the amendment.” In other words, if the pre-born 
child is a human person, then he or she enjoys full and equal 
protection under the law and therefore to commit abortion is 
to commit homicide.

Seven of the nine justices absolutely rejected the argument 
that the unborn enjoyed personhood as understood by the 14th 
Amendment and, since in their judicial opinion personhood 
does not include the unborn, they rejected absolutely the fetal 
right to life argument.

In the past 41 years, the scientific evidence regarding the un-

born has led to some very positive pro-life legislation.  At last 
count, 36 states have what are called “fetal homicide laws.” 
In 24 states, these laws protect the pre-born from the time 
of conception. Thirty-eight states have wrongful death laws 
protecting the unborn, with abortion specifically excluded as 
not constituting wrongful death. HELLO?! Such contradic-
tory conclusions, to me, are some of the clearest indications 
that we as a society are losing our ability to use right reason. 

These developments in medical science have caused a 
change in pro-abortion politics. Rarely now, at least it seems 
to me, do you hear talk of the fetus as tissue, as a disposable 
part of the mother’s body. Today you rarely hear talk of the fe-
tus at all. Rather, the focus is on the mother and her rights and 
her freedom to choose. The arguments today attempt to say 
that the taking of an unborn life is a justified decision of the 
mother and father that can legitimately be made after weigh-
ing their particular circumstances and preferences. The other 
side is on the run from the facts. We must continue at every 
turn to employ right reasoning to our best ability. 

If you have not already read and used them, please become 
familiar with the Roe Reality Check series from the Pro-Life 
Office of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. You will 
find there 15 very short essays that contrast common im-
pressions regarding abortion with the real facts. They are a 
good example of right reason dismantling the misconceptions 
broadly spread about by the aggressive marketing of the pro-
abortion camps.

Problem number two is our inability to remember. Often-
times, outsiders who observe our American culture comment 
that we have an addiction to what’s new. We are a people of 
the “now.” We enjoy the past primarily as nostalgia – as a 
kind of entertainment, like watching Downton Abbey – but 
we really don’t like history because the past is over and im-
poses certain restrictions on the present. The fact is that we 
Americans on the whole tend to have a very poor grasp of 
history and often learn too few of the lessons that the past 
has to teach us. For instance, most of us know about Hitler’s 
campaign against the Jews in Germany – although recent sur-
veys indicate the fact that a shockingly high percentage of 
high school students are unfamiliar with this tragic chapter 
in humankind’s history. But how many of us understand that 
the ethical framework for the Holocaust was already well in 
place in the German medical establishment before the Nazis 
came to power? Before targeting Jewish people, the medical 
establishment was already euthanizing those who were in-
sane, mentally handicapped or terminally ill. And they did so 
using the utilitarian arguments articulated today in the public 
discourse by the advocates of euthanasia.

The third and final problem that I would comment on is 
the increasing inability to understand freedom. For too many 
Americans, freedom simply means an endless list of choices. 
To have countless options makes us free. But choice for its 
own sake is not authentic freedom. Without absolute prin-
ciples of right and wrong, there can be no genuine freedom. 
In place of authentic freedom, we get a kind of anarchy of 
conflicting pressure groups and personal agendas. We get the 
untenable situation of believing what is right for me may not 
be right for you; what is true for you is not necessarily true 
for me. Daily, we are bombarded by a misuse of the language 
of our dreams and our ideals in order to sell the idea that our 
choices make us free. Many believe that freedom consists in 
the unrestricted right to choose whatever we want. Americans 
have a problem realizing that authentic freedom lies in the 
ability to recognize what is true and the courage to do what 
is right.

And so, these three problems act as a kind of background 
noise in our lives and culture, and that noise can drown out 
the message that we must communicate in witnessing to the 
inviolability of human life. It is for that reason that we need 
one another and that we need to come together as we do this 
evening. The opponents of life would have us believe that in-
dividuals cannot make a difference. But it is exactly individu-
als that do make a difference, men and women who refuse to 
cooperate with evil and insist on doing good. Human beings 
make history, not the other way around, and we do it day-in 
and day-out, in our choices of whom and what we love, what 
we build, what we live for, and what we fight for. It is often 
said that “might makes right:” however, the Scriptures reveal 
to us that it is exactly the opposite: “Right makes might.” 
Hello!?

I would like to offer a short quote from the universal pastor 
of our Catholic Church, the much beloved Pope Francis. His 
words come from a document he issued almost one year ago, 
entitled “The Joy of the Gospel.” Pope Francis offers encour-
agement in the work of spreading the Good News of Christ, 
but his words easily apply to the work that unites us, the work 
of spreading the Gospel of Life:

“One of the more serious temptations which stifles bold-
ness and zeal is a defeatism which turns us into querulous and 
disillusioned pessimists – sourpusses. While painfully aware 
of our frailties, we have to march on without giving in, keep-
ing in mind what the Lord said to Saint Paul, ‘My grace is 
sufficient for you; for My power is made perfect in weakness 
(2 Cor. 12:9)’” (n. 85).

Friends and supporters of the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Fed-
eration and advocates for the sanctity of all human life, our 
cause will not permit us to be defeatists or pessimists or sour-
pusses. There is joy in the very cause we promote. There can 
be no whining over outcomes. There is joy in the fight. We 
will “march on without giving in” and we will march on in 
joy – a joy that comes from the Lord, from knowing the truth 
and for sacrificing whatever is necessary so that the truth may 
prevail and human life at every stage and in every condition 
may be afforded – may be guaranteed – the protection its sa-
credness requires. 

Saying ‘Hello’ to Life
Bishop Gainer’s Speech for the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation Banquet



October 10, 2014 • The
 Catholic Witness - 7 

The Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation is inviting 
students to participate in its annual pro-life essay 
and oratory contests. 

The essay contest is open to Pennsylvania stu-
dents in grades 7-12. Students must write an essay 
on abortion, euthanasia or stem-cell research. Word 
limit is 500 for those in grades 7-9, and 750 for 
those in grades 10-12. Essays must include a cover 
page with the student’s name, address, phone num-
ber, school and grade. Submit entries by March 2, 
2015, to lifelines@paprolife.org.

The oratory contest is open to high school juniors 

and seniors, and a new novice contest will be held 
for freshmen and sophomores. Students must write 
and present an original 5-7 minute pro-life speech 
on abortion, infanticide, euthanasia or stem-cell 
research. Students must video record the speech 
and submit the video and written copy to the Penn-
sylvania Pro-Life Federation by April 15, 2015. 
The grand prize is a trip to New Orleans to rep-
resent Pennsylvania in the National Pro-Life Ora-
tory Contest. For details, contact 717-541-0034 or  
lifelines@paprolife.org. 

Harrisburg Diocesan  
Guild of the Catholic  
Medical Association

Annual White Mass for  
Catholic Healthcare Workers 

October 19 at 9:30 a.m.
St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg

Bishop Ronald Gainer, Celebrant and Homilist

Catholic healthcare workers, 
their families, medical stu-
dents and residents are invit-
ed to attend.

A reception will follow in 
the lower church hall; RSVP 
to CathMedHbg@aol.com.

Pro-Life Essay and Oratory Contests for Students

The Catholic Witness presents here, with permission, one of six articles that are part of the USCCB’s 
Respect Life Program. The program begins anew each year on Respect Life Sunday, the first Sunday in 
October. The program is highlighted in liturgies and marked by special events. The USCCB Secretariat of 
Pro-Life Activities publishes a program packet each year to call attention to numerous human life issues. 
These materials are especially helpful for priests, parish groups, schools, and other organizations. Browse 
to find more information at http://usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/

Rosa* knew from experience the difficulties and 
expenses of watching a loved one die. She was totally 
devoted to her husband as he suffered and died from 
cancer eight years earlier. The idea of high medical 
bills, “tubes” and pain upset her, and even though she 
had not viewed her husband as a burden, she feared 
being one to her family.

Then, Rosa was hospitalized with a terrible urinary 
tract infection which made her dehydrated, weak and 
confused. Her daughter Teresa had been appointed as 
her health care agent. Teresa met with the medical 
staff, who helped her understand that the proposed 
treatments would not cause an undue burden to her 
mother. In fact, they would be temporary and ap-
propriate care in Rosa’s situation. Teresa was grate-
ful that the medications, nutrition and hydration that 
Rosa was given, all through “tubes,” cured her infec-
tion. Rosa is now as active as she has ever been and 
realizes that there are certain situations that can’t be 
anticipated when illness comes. It’s best not to refuse 
future care that may turn out to be very welcome. 

Human life is good and to be protected. All medical 
decisions ought to reflect this core belief. Yet black-
and-white answers to our questions about end-of-life 
issues are not always possible, and it can be very dif-
ficult to know how to make medical decisions. Each 
and every human person is distinct and unrepeatable, 
and each medical situation may be unique. In each 
set of circumstances we need to judge whether a giv-
en treatment will provide real benefit to the patient, 
without causing harm or other burdens that are out of 
proportion to the good being done.

We should each be prepared for those difficult situ-
ations when medical decisions must be made. We 
can safeguard our Catholic values by appointing a 
responsible and trustworthy person now to make de-
cisions for us, in the event that we are incapable of 
doing so, either physically or mentally. It is important 
to be aware of the different legal or medical docu-
ments that are available or are often used to define 
a patient’s care. Depending on how they are crafted, 
some documents can be counter to Catholic morality 
and more harmful than we might realize.

The safest option is to designate a health care agent 
who not only understands our Catholic values but 
also shares them and can apply them to current situ-
ations and respond to questions as they arise. This 
person, usually a close family member or friend, acts 
as a proxy decision maker if the patient is not able to 
make his or her own decisions. In choosing an agent 
or proxy, a person can declare in writing that all treat-
ment and care decisions made on their behalf must be 
consistent with and not contradict the moral teach-
ings of the Catholic Church.

Less flexible is a living will, which simply lists 
treatment options or care that the patient wishes to 
accept or reject. No matter how well-crafted, such a 
document can never predict all the possible problems 
that may occur at a later time or anticipate all future 
treatment options. A living will can be misinterpreted 
by medical providers who might not understand the 
patient’s wishes.

Some states and healthcare systems have been im-
plementing a troubling document known as a “Phy-
sician Order for Life- Sustaining Treatment,” also 
called by a confusing array of acronyms (POLST, 
MOST, MOLST, or POST). The POLST document 
is filled out by a doctor or other medical professional 
to define treatments to be withheld or administered 
in a future situation. It has been criticized for plac-

Advance Medical Directives: Planning for Your Future

ing more power in the hands of physicians than in 
patients’ hands. Indeed, in some cases the patient 
need not even sign the document. Once signed by the 
physician, it becomes a doctor’s order to other medi-
cal staff, and may override the patient’s own past ad-
vance directives and even the patient’s appointment 
of a health care agent. It may be applied to patients 
who are not in a terminal situation and who might 
only need antibiotics, nutrition and hydration, or oth-
er proportionate care. Yet a POLST document signed 
months or years before, stating that the patient should 
not receive antibiotics, could still be followed even 
if the patient, like Rosa, faced a simple urinary tract 
infection which is easily cleared up by antibiotics.

Of course there are times when failing health is 
not so easily remedied as in Rosa’s case. In some 
situations, procedures are appropriately refused. One 
should consider the benefits and burdens of a prospec-
tive procedure and conscientiously judge whether or 
not to accept it. However, because of the inherent dig-
nity of the person and our moral obligation to protect 
each human life, our Church teaches that we should 
take reasonable steps to preserve life and should nev-
er withhold or administer treatment with the intention 
of ending the life of the person.

It is incredibly difficult to see someone we love suf-
fering, and it is natural for us to want to alleviate their 
hardship. Additionally, we live in a culture that places 
value on productivity and prefers to get rid of what is 
deemed useless. Some people therefore support mea-
sures that, at first, might seem like a compassionate 
response, but in fact are not. Advocates for legalizing 
assisted suicide and euthanasia promote the illusion 
that we can “help” those in need by killing them or 
assisting them in killing themselves. However, this 
response ignores the person’s true needs and does not 

respect their dignity. Each person deserves real so-
lutions and support when facing physical, emotional 
and spiritual challenges. Cutting someone’s life short 
before their time deprives them of unknown opportu-
nities for God’s grace to work in their life.

God’s infinite love for each one of us helps us to 
grasp our identity and our worth. The recognition of 
this dignity leads us to respect and protect each per-
son’s life, including our own, and ought to be at the 
core of whatever medical decisions we make. Let us 
place our trust in the Lord and ask for his continuous 
guidance, for these decisions and for all those we face 
in our lives.

(*The story of Rosa and Teresa (their names are 
changed for their privacy) is just one example of how 
important it is to reflect in advance on how we would 
want decisions made on our behalf if we cannot speak 
for ourselves. To find out what pastoral and educa-
tional resources may be available locally, contact 
your diocesan pro-life office.)

(Reprinted (excerpted) from Respect Life Program, 
Copyright © 2014, United States Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.)

To Obtain a Living 
Will/Power of Attorney Form

You can learn more about advance health care 
directives, and download a living will/pow-
er of attorney form through the Pennsylvania 
Catholic Conference at http://www.pacatholic.
org/bishops-statements/living-will-and-health- 
care-power-of-attorney-2007/
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By Bernadette Snook
Special to The Witness

It has been 35 years since the 
Capuchin Franciscan Order of 
priests and brothers began their 

Mass Honors Service of  
Capuchin Franciscans in York

ministry in York’s St. Joseph 
Parish.

The parish honored this spe-
cial anniversary on Oct. 4 – the 
feast of St. Francis of Assisi – 
with Bishop Ronald Gainer cel-

ebrating Mass at St. Joseph’s.  
Current and returning Ca-

puchin Franciscan priests and 
brothers who have served at St. 
Joseph Parish, as well as priests 
from the York Deanery, concel-
ebrated the Mass.  

To honor the Capuchin friars 
who have served the parish and 
continue to do so, parishioners 
presented to their pastor, Father 
Louis Petruha, their pledges of 
service to the poor and mar-
ginalized in the community. 
Monetary contributions were 
presented to benefit Capuchin 
vocations in the Province of 
St. Augustine in Pittsburgh, 
which serves the parishes of St. 
Joseph in York, St. Joseph in 
Dallastown, and St. Francis of 
Assisi in Harrisburg.

The Order of Friars Minor 
Capuchin, or Capuchin Fran-
ciscans, was established as a 
religious order of priests and 
brothers, all called “friars,” in 
Italy in 1528. Three-hundred 
years after the death of St. Fran-
cis of Assisi, a number of friars, 
who traced their community’s 
origin to St. Francis, desired to 
live in strict observance to his 
ideals and asked Pope Clement 
VII for permission to form a 
new community of Franciscan 
friars. They became known as 
the Capuchins, named for the 
long hoods of their clothing. 

In the spirit of St. Francis 
of Assisi, the friars serve the 
Church in diverse ways that 
are in harmony with their way 
of life. They embrace the min-
istries that are especially dif-
ficult, showing special care to 
the poor and marginalized, but 

willingly serve where there is 
an urgent need for any form of 
apostolic activity. Today, there 
are 11, 000 Capuchin Francis-
can friars worldwide.

Since their arrival at St. Jo-
seph Parish in 1979, a total of 
37 Capuchin Franciscan priests 
and brothers have served the 
parish, including four pastors: 
Father Roman Kozacheson, 
Father DeSales Young, Father 
John Daya, who led the parish 
in the construction of the cur-
rent church, and current pastor 
Father Louis Petruha. Father 
Jim Menkhus and Father Rich-
ard Owens also currently serve 
the parish. 

“The Capuchins who have 
served here have certainly been 
blessed by the parish and its 
people,” Father Petruha told 
The Catholic Witness.

“We friars are greatly hon-
ored that members of the pasto-
ral council wanted to celebrate 
the 35 years of Capuchin min-

istry to the people of St. Joseph 
Parish,” he said. 

“Having St. Francis of Assisi 
as our spiritual father and in-
spiration for our personal life, 
the ministry certainly brings 
to the parish the essence of the 
Franciscan spirit. That essence 
is the brotherhood we have and 
desire to share with you,” Fa-
ther Petruha said in a message 
to parishioners. “We journey 
with you as brothers and we 
minister to you sacramentally 
and pastorally. The simplic-
ity of Capuchin life hopefully 
enables you and us to work to-
gether and to be one with each 
other in our common pursuit 
of holiness and evangelization. 
That is preaching and living the 
Gospel life, the very heart of 
the Franciscan spirit.”

(Bernadette Snook is a mem-
ber of St. Joseph Parish in York. 
Contributing to this article was 
Jen Reed, of The Catholic Wit-
ness.)

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Capuchin Friars concelebrate Mass with Bishop Ronald Gainer at St. Joseph Church in York Oct. 4 to mark the 35th anniversary of their congregation’s presence 
there. From left are Father Roman Kozacheson, pastor from 1979-1983; Father Jim Menkhus, a current priest of the parish, Father Eric Gauchat, who served there 
from 1995-1996; Father John Daya, pastor from 1988-2001; and Father Richard Owens, a current priest of the parish. 

Katie Ostrom 
lends her voice 

to the choir, 
which led the 
congregation 

in song during 
the anniversary 

Mass.

Bishop Ronald Gainer elevates the Eucharist as he celebrates 
Mass to mark the anniversary of the Capuchins serving at St. 
Joseph's in York.
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In the early 1900s, parishioners of 
Sacred Heart of Jesus in Cornwall 
envisioned the future expansion of 
their church when they dismantled 
and moved it, piece by piece, from its 
original plot on Cornwall Road to its 
present location along a larger tract of 
land in the southern Lebanon County 
borough.

One hundred years later, parishio-
ners are again planning for the future, 
with construction of a new church on 
the horizon.

They joined Bishop Ronald Gainer 
and Father Rodrigo Arrazola, pastor, 
in a groundbreaking ceremony as the 
sun set over Cornwall on Sept. 29. 

The new church will be built ap-
proximately 100 yards from the cur-
rent one, which will be razed to make 
way for the new house of worship. 
During construction, Masses and ser-
vices will be held in the parish center. 

The $2.75 million church is expect-
ed to be completed next October, ac-
cording to Father Arrazola.

Construction of a new church has 
been a vision at Sacred Heart Parish 
for more than a decade, said Father 
Arrazola, who credits the initial plans 
to former pastor and retired priest Fa-
ther Andrew Marinak.

“Our community here continues to 

Sacred Heart Parish Breaks  
Ground for New Church in Cornwall

grow in numbers, and our people have 
been waiting for this new church for 
years,” Father Arrazola said.

The new church will triple the num-
ber of people that the current church 
can accommodate, and will also be 
accessible to those with physical dis-
abilities. 

“It is sad that we have to tear down 
the current church, which holds so 
many memories for people,” Father 
Arrazola said, “but the new church 
will continue to resemble the tradi-
tions we have and who we are.” He 
said the new church will incorporate 
some articles from the current church 

and resemble its design.
“My hope is that, at the new church, 

the people can gather around the Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus and continue to 
grow spiritually,” Father Arrazola 
said. “The parishioners are working 
together on this project and it is giving 
them a sense of belonging.”

Father Rodrigo Arrazola, 
pastor of Sacred Heart of 
Jesus Parish, and Bishop 

Ronald Gainer shovel 
dirt to break ground for 

the parish’s new church 
during a ceremony 

held Sept. 29 within the 
shadow of the  

current church. 

A sign on the parish grounds shows a sketch of the new Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Church in Cornwall, which is expected to be completed by next October. The new 
church will increase seating capacity from 100 to 300, and will be accessible for 
persons with physical disabilities.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

By Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service

In an effort to help lay Catholics gain a deeper understanding 
of religious life, priests, brothers and women religious intend to 
open their convents, monasteries, abbeys and religious houses 
to the public one day next February.

The Year of Consecrated Life begins the weekend of Nov. 
29-30 – the first Sunday of Advent is Nov. 30. It will end Feb. 
2, 2016, the World Day of Consecrated life.

The special year dedicated to consecrated life was announced 
by Pope Francis and is similar to previous themed years an-
nounced by popes such as Year of the Priest (2009-2010) or 
Year of St. Paul. (2008-2009).

The year also marks the 50th anniversary of “Perfectae 
Caritatis,” a decree on religious life, and “Lumen Gentium,” 
the Second Vatican Council’s Dogmatic Constitution on the 
Church. The purpose of the yearlong celebration, according to 
a Vatican statement, is to “make a grateful remembrance of the 
recent past” while embracing “the future with hope.”

Bishop Michael F. Burbidge of Raleigh, North Carolina, 
chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Com-
mittee on Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vocations, announced 
the Year of Consecrated Life events at an Oct. 1 news confer-

ence at the USCCB headquarters in Washington.
He said the scheduled events will provide an opportunity, 

especially for young people, to see how men and women re-
ligious live. He also urged heads of religious orders to let his 
committee know of activities they are planning so they can be 
publicized.

Sister Thompson, council coordinator of the Council of Ma-
jor Superiors of Women Religious, said the purpose of the open 
house gatherings will be to provide people with an encounter 
with men and women religious and also an encounter with 
Christ.

Sister Marcia Allen, a member of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Concordia, Kansas, and president-elect of Leadership Con-
ference of Women Religious, said another initiative for the 
upcoming year is called “Days with Religious,” during which 
laypeople will have opportunities to join men and women reli-
gious in works of service throughout the summer of 2015.

She said she hoped the experience would be a “coming to-
gether for the sake of the Church’s presence” in the modern 
world.

The third major initiative for the year is a day of prayer 
scheduled Sept. 13, 2015.

‘We will join hands and hearts with you that day,” said Fa-
ther James Greenfield, president of the Conference of Major 

Superiors of Men, who noted that throughout that day people 
will be invited to join religious men and women for vespers, 
rosary or holy hours.

The priest, who is a member of the Oblates of St. Francis de 
Sales of the Wilmington, Delaware-Philadelphia province, said 
he hoped the year would not only encourage new vocations but 
also would allow people to “see our commitment with fresh 
eyes and open their hearts to support us with a renewed energy 
that stirs us all to embrace our pope’s ongoing call for the new 
evangelization.”

Although the year’s events are intended to give laypeople a 
deeper understanding of consecrated life, the men and women 
religious also said they will most likely benefit.

Sister Thompson said she hopes women religious experience 
a renewed joy in their vocation and Sister Allen stressed that 
by simply explaining their order’s charisms to others should 
give the sisters a deeper understanding and appreciation of their 
ministries.

“Whenever you think you are giving something you always 
end up receiving more,” she said.

Prayers intentions, prayer cards, a video on consecrated 
life and other resources are available at: www.usccb.org/
beliefs-and-teachings/vocations/consecrated-life/year-of- 
consecrated-life/index.cfm.

Year of Consecrated Life to Help Laity Learn More about Religious

Sacred Heart parishioners, including children Olivia and Josephine Winters, Jor-
dan Cerminara and Grady and Jackson Bost wait for the ground breaking to begin.
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My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
“Today vast numbers of people still do not know Jesus Christ.” Pope Francis begins 

his message for this year’s celebration of World Mission Sunday with these words. But 
he quickly offers us the way to make a joy-filled, life-giving difference in this regard. 
“World Mission Sunday is a privileged moment when the faithful of various continents 
engage in prayer and concrete gestures of solidarity in support of the young Churches 
in mission lands.”

On October 19, as our diocesan family celebrates this “privileged moment” on 
World Mission Sunday, let us join our brothers and sisters around the world who will 
gather at the altar of the Lord to celebrate, with great joy, our common vocation as 
missionaries. Our prayers and generous sacrifices will help build local churches, like 
the church in Mongolia, the world’s youngest Catholic Church, and churches across 
the globe. Through the work of these churches, and their witness to Christ, the poor 
receive the Gospel, and they experience God’s love and mercy, His hope and peace.

Your financial assistance on World Mission Sunday, offered through the Society for 
the Propagation of the Faith, will support the 1,150 young mission dioceses and com-
munities who await the “Good News” of Jesus as their saving hope. You will support 
missionary priests, sisters, brothers, and lay catechists as they connect people to Christ 
through their preaching and loving example.

Pope Francis encourages us to take joyful part in the Church’s mission to all the na-
tions, as we live our lives grounded in love for Jesus and concern for the needs of the 
most disadvantaged. May World Mission Sunday offer each one of us an opportunity to 
accomplish both, as we share the joy of the Gospel and help the disadvantaged experi-
ence the love of Christ by our fervent prayer and through generous hearts!

     Sincerely in Christ,
     Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer
     Bishop of Harrisburg

Just over 20 years ago, Bishop Wenceslao (Wens) Padilla, a missionary 
priest from the Congregation of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (known 
in the United States as Missionhurst), and now the first Bishop of Mon-

golia, arrived in Mongolia with two fellow priests. He recalls finding a country 
struggling with issues like alcoholism and domestic abuse, with minimal gov-
ernment social services, and with extreme poverty. He found a people search-
ing – “for God and for holiness.”

Local catechists were formed in the faith, and now assist Bishop Wens in 
sharing the Good News of the Gospel – helping the Mongolian people connect 
with the Catholic faith in a way that is relevant and meaningful to their own 
culture.

Bishop Wens was literally starting from zero – there were no Catholics in 
Mongolia when he and his fellow missionaries arrived. The first Baptisms, as 

Meet Bishop Wenceslao (Wens) Padilla
a group, took place after three years of their presence. In that initial group of 
13 was Bishop Wens’ secretary.

“But before that, there was a family, a Christian family from the United 
States, who adopted a Mongolian child and they wanted the child to be bap-
tized,” Bishop Wens recalls. “They named their child Cholon, which is ‘stone’ 
in the Mongolian language. And so I gave the name Peter to that child, our 
first Baptism.”

From that first group, the number of Catholics has continued to grow across 
Mongolia, with the total today numbering around 850. Each Easter, on aver-
age, 20 to 50 join the Church. Bishop Wens remains as committed today as on 
that first day, to reach out and offer practical and spiritual support to those in 
need – and to continue to build the Church.

He says, “Reach out… It summarizes everything that I want to do as a priest, 
as a bishop, and as a Christian – to reach out 
to others. And Pope Francis is very strong 
on this. ‘Go out, go there and do something 
for the people, especially the poor.’ … Be-
cause that’s what I wanted to do, reaching 
out to people, to the poor.” 

(Article from the Pontifical Mission Soci-
eties in the U.S.) 

World Mission Sunday ~ October 19

Mary, Queen of the Missions
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The theme for World Mission Sunday 
2014 is “I Will Build My Church” (Mat-
thew 16:18). The story of the Church in 

Mongolia, the world’s youngest Catholic Church, 
began with decades of struggle in a Communist-
ruled country, with no religious freedom. It was 
just a little more than 20 years ago that the people 
of Mongolia had the opportunity to hear the Good 
News of Jesus Christ.

By proclaiming and sharing their faith through 
spiritual and practical outreach, including educa-
tion, medical care and vocational skill training 
programs, the first missionaries slowly built the 
Mongolian Catholic Church in a country where, 
for generations, there was no proclamation of the 
Gospel.

Gantulga’s family is just one Mongolian family 
whose lives have been dramatically transformed 
after hearing the Good News of Jesus and accept-
ing Him into their hearts. Gantulga and his family, 
including his wife Uurtsaikh and their children, 
live in the rural town of Arvaiheer, about 300 miles 
from Mongolia’s capital city of Ulaanbaatar. The 
family first learned about the Catholic Church 
when they moved to the town after tragically los-
ing all their livestock almost ten years ago.

They were one of a few lucky families to be giv-
en a new ger, a traditional Mongolian round tent 

Stories from the Missions

 “The first time I went there [to church]… 
I started realizing that God would give us His  
love and His mercy, which I did not know be-

fore. I can tell you that I can see a  
difference between my life before receiving 

Baptism and after… And now I can say  
I’m a better father and a better husband…. 

Because I received God’s  
mercy and can be merciful to others…”

~ Gantulga, a recently-baptized Catholic in Mongolia

dwelling. While Uurtsaikh and the children started 
attending activities run by the local Catholic Church, 
Gantulga was haunted by his alcoholism and his de-
structive behavior. “Before in my life, I made a lot 
of mistakes and I was addicted to alcohol and I had 
problems with violence, not understanding, misun-
derstandings with other people,” he explains. “When 
I started going to church and feeling how God’s mer-
cy reaches me, I felt that I had to receive Baptism.”

“Sometimes I try to imagine what would have been 
my life without faith,” Gantulga continues. “And 
then frankly I do not find an answer because most 
probably I would have been pulled by the river of my 
old life into something bad. I don’t know really what 
would have been my life without Christ.”

Gantulga received Baptism at Easter 2013, but 
even before that — when he started coming to 
church with Uurtsaikh and their children — he 
saw drastic changes in his life. Today, Gantulga is 
not only a better father and husband, he has also 
emerged as a leader in the community, reaching out 
to others in need.

Gantulga’s whole family is involved with the 
Church’s work here. Three times a week, he partici-
pates in a men’s group where they make religious 
objects and souvenirs out of wood and leather, 
while his wife, Uurtsaikh, is involved in a similar 
group for women. The couple’s children are also 
active in the Church, attending Mass with their par-
ents, and taking part in the before- and after-school 
care programs.

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith in-
vites us to reach out to help our mission family in 
Mongolia build their local church, as well as to 
help their brothers and sisters throughout the Mis-
sions build local churches in the remotest corners 
of the world. Through the work of these churches, 
and their witness to Christ, the poor receive practi-
cal help and experience God’s love and mercy, His 
hope and peace.

(Article from the Pontifical Mission Societies in 
the U.S.)

Or contact:
Father Robert F. Sharman,  

Diocesan Director
Office of Pontifical Missions

4800 Union Deposit Road
Harrisburg PA 17111

(717) 657-4804 ext. 240
missions@hbgdiocese.org

FOR MORE INFORMATION  
ABOUT THE MISSIONS:

Information about the work of the Missions Office can be found on the Diocesan website, 
www.hbgdiocese.org/missions
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

In March of 1964, Father Gerard Heintzelman 
entered what was then known as The George F. 
Geisinger Memorial Hospital in Danville, newly as-
signed as the medical center’s first chaplain to the 
Catholic patients there.

He started from scratch, going room-to-room to 
inquire about the patients’ religious affiliations, and 
setting into motion the development of spiritual care 
that is now part of the standard at Geisinger Medical 
Center.

To mark the 50th anniversary of the Catholic chap-
laincy there, Father Heintzelman gathered with his 
fellow chaplains, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion and others who have served the Geis-
inger community for a Mass celebrated by Bishop 
Ronald Gainer at the Basilica 
of Sts. Cyril and Methodius in 
Danville on Sept. 28.

The basilica, located on the 
grounds of the motherhouse 
of the Sisters of Sts. Cyril and 
Methodius, stands in view of 
Geisinger Medical Center, es-
tablished in memory of George 
Francis Geisinger by his wife, 
Abigail, in 1915.

In his homily, Father Heint-
zelman on the philanthropy of 
the Geisingers, and of Bishop 
Lawrence Schott, Auxiliary 
Bishop of the Diocese from 
1956-1963, who advocated for 
the chaplaincy at the medical 
center in his native town.

“Thus, two devoted Chris-
tians – Abigail Geisinger and 
Bishop Schott – with their 
neighbors’ interest paramount 
in their lives, in different ways, 

Mass Marks 50 Years of Catholic  
Chaplaincy at Geisinger Medical Center

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
“By God’s grace, I found nothing but blessings in 
the work of ministry to the sick and dying,” Father  
Gerard Heintzelman said in his homily during Mass to 
mark the 50th anniversary of the Catholic chaplaincy 
at Geisinger Medical Center. “With the 15 successors 
and the multitude of helpers, we came to live the [hos-
pital’s] cornerstone inscription, ‘Not to be ministered 
unto; but to minister.’”

Father Gerard Heintzelman, left, the first chaplain for Catholic patients at Geisinger Medical Cen-
ter, looks on as Bishop Ronald Gainer begins the celebration of Mass at the Basilica of Sts. Cyril 
and Methodius in Danville to mark the 50th anniversary of the chaplaincy.

contributed to the physical and spiritual wellbeing 
of those who came to Geisinger Medical Center,” he 
remarked.

The evolution of the chaplaincy included the de-
velopment of Sunday Masses for nursing students, 
a manual for the spiritual care of patients, spiritual 
direction for the spouses of interns and residents, 
support for patients’ families, and the addition of 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion from 
area parishes to assist the priests in bringing Com-
munion to patients.

For nearly 20 years, the Sisters of Sts. Cyril and 
Methodius paid the chaplain’s salary, room and 
board, and benefits. In the 1980s, the diocese imple-
mented a system to equalize contributions between 
the religious order and the supporting parishes in the 
area. 

Father Heintzelman served as chaplain at Geising-
er until June of 1970. Since that 
time, 15 priests have continued 
that legacy at Geisinger Medical 
Center, and several were present 
for the anniversary Mass. Father 
Dominic Azagbor, OP, is cur-
rently the chaplain there.

“There has been a continual 
evolution of spiritual care at 
Geisinger Medical Center and 
throughout the Geisinger Health 
System based upon these early 
foundations,” said George Go-
dlewski, Ph.D., vice president 
of Geisinger’s Division of Qual-
ity and Safety. “Addressing the 
spiritual needs of patients rep-
resents an appreciation of the 
entire person and acknowledg-
es the impact and importance 
of providing spiritual care in 
healthcare.”

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

In relaying the Parable of 
the Good Samaritan, Jesus 
tells us that is not enough to 
say that we believe in God; we 
must put that belief into prac-
tice, Auxiliary Bishop Michael 
Fitzgerald of Philadelphia told 
lawyers, judges and public of-

Red Mass Underscores Faith in Action

An image of St. Thomas More is seen at the Red Mass. The saint was beheaded 
on Tower Hill in London in 1535 for refusing to approve Henry VIII’s divorce and 
remarriage and establishment of the Church of England.

macy of the state.”
“Jesus, in our Gospel pas-

sage today, invites us to emu-
late the conviction of a man 
who took his faith seriously 
and put it into practice by 
reaching out with compassion 
to a stranger in need….  Let us 
pray today that we too might 
be individuals who take our 
faith seriously, and put it into 

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Auxiliary Bishop Michael Fitzgerald of the Archdiocese of Phila-
delphia delivers the homily during the Red Mass celebrated Oct. 
6 at St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg. 

ficials at the annual Red Mass 
for the Diocese of Harrisburg.

The Mass was celebrated 
Oct. 6 at St. Patrick Cathedral 
in Harrisburg by Bishop Ron-
ald Gainer. Organized by the 
St. Thomas More Society of 
Pennsylvania, the annual Mass 
invokes blessings on those 
who work in the administra-
tion of Justice. 

In giving 
the command 
to ‘Go and do 
likewise’ as 
the Good Sa-
maritan, “Jesus 
underscores 
that true reli-
gion involves 
not merely a 
set of personal 
or private 
beliefs, but 
also includes a 
public compo-
nent of living 
out those be-
liefs and acting 
upon them 
in society,” 
said Bishop 
Fitzgerald, 
who was consecrated as an 
Auxiliary Bishop of Philadel-
phia in  August 2010. 

He said that legal systems 
are called to recognize and 
protect religious freedom, 
“an intrinsic right inherent to 
human nature, to the dignity 
of being free, and a sign of a 
healthy democracy, and one of 
the principal sources of legiti-

practice by reaching out with 
compassion our many broth-
ers and sisters in need in our 
midst. And let us be vigilant to 
defend and protect our human 
right for freedom of religion, 
to continue to believe and act 
upon our religiously-based 
convictions in both our private 
and public lives,” he said. 
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Extremist groups in the Middle East, 
including the “Islamic State,” must be 
stopped with sanctioned military force and 
through dialogue, said a Vatican statement.

“One cannot be silent, nor [can] the in-
ternational community remain inactive, in 
the face of the massacre of persons,” said 
the statement issued Oct. 4 at the end of a 
three-day Vatican summit on the plight of 
Christians in the Middle East.

“The participants at the meeting reaf-
firmed that it is licit to stop the unjust ag-
gressor, always in accordance with interna-
tional law,” it said.

Pope Francis convened the Vatican sum-
mit Oct. 2-4 because of his growing con-
cern and desire to do something about the 
dramatic situation Christians and other re-
ligious and ethnic minorities are facing in 
the region.

Those called to the summit included 

the seven Vatican nuncios based in Syria, 
Jordan-Iraq, Egypt, Israel-Palestinian ter-
ritories, Iran, Lebanon and Turkey, as well 
as top officials from the Vatican Secretariat 
of State, the Vatican’s permanent represen-
tatives at the United Nations in New York 
and Geneva, as well as from Vatican offices 
dealing with issues concerning refugees, 
charitable aid and Eastern churches.

A Vatican communique marking the end 
of the talks said, “The activity of some ex-
tremist groups is a cause of grave concern, 
particularly the so-called ‘Islamic State,’ 
whose violence cannot be met with indif-
ference.”

In the face of “the massacre of persons 
merely because of their religion or ethnic-
ity, in the face of decapitations and crucifix-
ions of human beings in public squares, in 
the face of the exodus of thousands of per-
sons and the destruction of places of wor-
ship,” the world cannot remain indifferent 
and something must be done, it said.

While the summit participants supported 

an internationally sanctioned armed re-
sponse to stop an unjust aggressor, they 
said that “the resolution of the problem 
cannot be entrusted solely to a military re-
sponse.”

“The problem must be dealt with more 
radically by addressing the root causes 
which are exploited by fundamentalist ide-
ology,” it said.

Muslim, Christian and other religious 
leaders need to do more, cooperating to 
promote dialogue and mutual understand-
ing as well as clearly denouncing the ex-
ploitation of religion to justify violence, it 
said.

Christians who have been forced “in a 
brutal manner” to flee from their homes 
must be guaranteed “the right to return in 
conditions of adequate security” as well as 
be free to work and build a future in the 
land where they and their ancestors have 
lived for more than 2,000 years.

“One cannot resign oneself to conceiving 
of the Middle East without Christians,” it 

said. Christians have been a critical part of 
society and “they play a fundamental role 
of peacemaking, reconciliation and devel-
opment.”

At a Mass with participants Oct. 4, the 
feast of St. Francis of Assisi, Cardinal Pi-
etro Parolin, Vatican secretary of state, said 
it is “painful to see how persistent and ac-
tive the forces of evil are” in the region, 
especially “the conviction that violence 
and terrorism are methods that can be used 
to impose one’s desire for power” or even 
one’s religion on another. “This is clearly 
a perversion of the authentic meaning of 
religion.”

One task of the nuncios and the Vatican 
representatives to the United Nations, he 
said, is to remind governments and inter-
national organizations of “their obligation 
to guarantee peace and security under the 
terms established in international law with 
the aim of putting the aggressors in a situa-
tion where they can no longer cause harm.” 

Vatican Summit Says Extremists Must be Stopped with Sanctioned Force

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

Killing in the name of God is sacrilege, and religious 
leaders must denounce the use of faith to justify violence 
and oppression, Pope Francis said during a one-day visit to 
Albania.

In a world “where an authentic religious spirit is being 
perverted and where religious differences are being dis-
torted and exploited,” Albania is an “aspiring example” to 
everyone that peaceful coexistence is possible, Pope Francis 
told Albania President Bujar Nishani and other dignitaries 
upon his arrival in the country Sept. 21.

No one should “consider themselves to be the ‘armor’ of 
God while planning and carrying out acts of violence and 
oppression,” the pope said.

The pope told reporters on the papal plane he chose to 
visit the Balkan nation because the peaceful collaboration 
between its Muslim-majority population and minority Cath-
olic and Orthodox communities “is a beautiful sign for the 
world.”

“It’s a signal I want to send,” he said, that religion, far 
from causing division, is the very foundation of freedom 
and brotherhood.

In a meeting with Muslim, Christian and Catholic leaders 
and representatives, Pope Francis said “authentic religion is 
a source of peace, not violence” and any “distorted use of 
religion must be firmly refuted as false.”

“To kill in the name of God is sacrilege. To discriminate 
in the name of God is inhuman,” he said.

The pope encouraged Albania’s religious communities to 
continue working toward the common good.

“We need each other,” he said, and the “more men and 
women are at the service of others, the greater their free-
dom.”

The pope said Albania was a “land of heroes” and a “land 
of martyrs,” whose people stood firm in the face of oppres-
sion and persecution.

It withstood centuries of Ottoman rule, followed by an 
independence that degenerated into decades of oppressive 
communist control. The totalitarian regime founded by 
Enver Hoxha claimed to liberate the people from the con-
straints of all religions, turning the country into the only 
atheist nation in the world.

“It promised a paradise without God, but it left instead 
a hell with no consolation,” Archbishop Rrok Mirdita of 

Pope, in Albania, Says Killing in God’s Name is Sacrilege

CNS/ARBEN CELI, REUTERS
A boy looks at a poster of Pope Francis in Tirana, Albania, Sept.19, 
prior to the pope’s day trip there on Sept. 21. 

CNS/PAUL HARING
Pope Francis celebrates Mass in Mother Teresa Square in Tirana, Albania, Sept. 21. 

Tirana told the pope during a morning Mass in Mother 
Teresa Square.

Despite the risks of torture, imprisonment and execu-
tion, people held onto their faith, praying and passing on 
their traditions underground.

Hearing of such atrocities brought the pope to tears in 
one of the most moving moments of the one-day trip.

Tirana’s cathedral was otherwise silent as 84-year-old 
Father Ernest Troshani recounted his story during a ves-
pers service.

Father Troshani spent nearly 30 years in prison work 
camps, where he suffered continual physical and psycho-
logical torture because he refused to denounce the Church.

When the atheist regime fell in 1991, the priest immedi-
ately went back to his ministry, urging feuding Christians 
in mountain villages to embrace God’s love and let go of 
hatred and revenge.

When the priest finished, he approached 
the pope, who extended his arms to embrace 
him. But the priest dropped to his knees to 
kiss the pope’s ring. Moved to tears as they 
embraced, the pope removed his glasses and 
paused a moment more as the two men rested 
their foreheads against each other.

The pope later put aside his prepared text, 
saying the intense courage and humility 
shown by the priest and other victims of the 
dictatorship showed that the only way to find 
the strength to survive such brutality was in 
God.

During a meeting with volunteers and 
children at the Bethany Center, a residence 
for disabled and poor children, the pope said 
faith through charity “dislodges the moun-
tains of indifference, of disbelief, of apathy.”

Helping others is what “opens hands and 
hearts to what is good,” he said.

“The secret to a good life is found in lov-
ing and giving oneself for love’s sake,” he 

said. “Goodness offers infinitely more than money, which 
only disappoints, because we have been created to receive 
the love of God and to offer it, not measuring everything in 
terms of money or power.”

Before praying the Angelus in Mother Teresa Square, the 
pope told young people to build their future on Christ, say-
ing “‘No’ to the idolatry of money, ‘No’ to the false freedom 
of individualism, ‘No’ to addiction and to violence.”

He urged them instead to say, “‘Yes’ to a culture of en-
counter and of solidarity, ‘Yes’ to beauty,” the good and the 
true, and to a life lived with enthusiasm and “faithful in little 
things.”

Jurgen Lleshaj, a young man from the diocese of Rresh-
en, in northern Albania, told Catholic News Service that his 
faith gives him the courage to face an uncertain life because, 
“without God, there is nothing.”

“Our parents had to pray in secret, and we learned from 
them there is no life without Jesus,” said Lemida Zogu, a 
young woman with the Rreshen diocesan youth group.

Young people made up a large part of the jubilant crowds 
of some 300,000 who turned out to welcome the pope.

Many Muslims, who make up more than half the coun-
try’s population, were in attendance as well as large groups 
of Catholics, who make up about 15 percent of all inhabit-
ants. Many took buses from other parts of Albania or walked 
from their homes in Tirana.

Before the start of the morning Mass, a large, powered 
paraglider circled and swooped over the main square, the 
fabric decorated with the national symbol of a black eagle.

The pope used the symbol in his homily, saying God rais-
es his people “up on eagle’s wings.”

“The eagle soars up high, but it doesn’t forget its nest,” 
that is, its past, traditions and values, he said.

“Go up high, fly in the air,” while remembering the “great 
courage and constancy” of the Church’s martyrs – bishops, 
priests, religious and laity who “paid for their fidelity with 
their lives,” he said.

“Don’t forget the nest, your history, the wounds, but do 
not seek revenge,” he said. “Go forward in hope.” 
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scribes the people of God as a vineyard, 
farmed by tenants who betray its owner 
and seek to take it over for themselves.

Addressing his words to the 184 bish-
ops and 69 others who would take part 
in the synod, the pope said Jesus aimed 
his parable at the “chief priests and the 
elders of the people, in other words 
the experts, the managers,” whose job 
it was to “nurture, tend and protect” 
God’s people.

“But Jesus tells us that those farm-
ers took over the vineyard. Out of 
greed and pride they want to do with 

Synod
Continued from 1

it as they will, and so they prevent God 
from realizing his dream for the people 
he has chosen,” the pope said.

“We are all sinners, and we too can 
be tempted to take over the vineyard, 
because of that greed which is always 
present in us human beings. God’s 
dream always clashes with the hypoc-
risy of some of his servants,” the pope 
said.

The synod is slated to discuss a range 
of “pastoral challenges of the family” 
in preparation for a larger world synod 
in October 2015, which will make rec-
ommendations to the pope.

“Synod assemblies are not meant to 
discuss beautiful and clever ideas, or 
to see who is more intelligent. They 

are meant to better nurture and tend 
the Lord’s vineyard, to help realize his 
dream, his loving plan for his people,” 
Pope Francis said. “In this case the 
Lord is asking us to care for the fam-
ily, which has been from the beginning 
an integral part of his loving plan for 
humanity.”

One of the most discussed topics at 
the 2014 synod promises to be a con-
troversial proposal by German Cardi-
nal Walter Kasper that would make it 
easier for divorced and civilly remar-
ried Catholics to receive Communion. 
Pope Francis has said the predicament 
of such Catholics exemplifies a general 
need for mercy in the Church today.

The pope alluded to that need for 

mercy when he said that “evil pastors 
lay intolerable burdens on the shoulders 
of others, which they themselves do not 
lift a finger to move,” a paraphrase of 
Jesus’ words against the hypocrisy of 
scribes and Pharisees in Matthew 23: 4.

Prior to celebrating Mass, Pope 
Francis stopped briefly in the basilica 
to venerate the relics of St. Therese of 
Lisieux and her parents, Blessed Zelie 
and Louis Martin, which will be in the 
Basilica of St. Mary Major for the dura-
tion of the synod. St. Therese’s parents, 
who were beatified in 2008, practiced 
continence for the first year of their 
marriage but later had nine children, 
five of whom lived to adulthood and 
became nuns.

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

Meeting Catholics from Pope Paul VI’s home 
diocese, Brescia, Pope Francis said his predeces-
sor’s witness “nourishes within us the flame of 
love for Christ, love for the Church and the drive 
to proclaim the Gospel to the people of today with 
mercy, patience, courage and joy.”

Pope Francis will hold Pope Paul’s witness up 
to a wider audience Oct. 19 when he beatifies him 
during the closing Mass of the extraordinary Syn-
od of Bishops on the family.

With Pope Paul’s beatification approaching, 
the 50th anniversary of the publication of his first 
encyclical letter, “Ecclesiam Suam,” and the 36th 
anniversary of his death Aug. 6, 1978, became the 
occasion for multiple reflections on his life and 
legacy in the Vatican media.

“Although he was not always understood, Paul 
VI will remain the pope who loved the modern 
world, admired its cultural and scientific wealth 
and worked so that it would open its heart to 
Christ, the redeemer of mankind,” wrote Cardinal 
Giovanni Battista Re.

The Italian cardinal, a former papal diplomat 
like Pope Paul, said that while St. John XXIII is 
remembered for having convoked the Second Vat-
ican Council and presiding over its first session, it 
was Pope Paul who was the “real helmsman of the 
council,” presiding over the last three of its four 
sessions and guiding its implementation.

Both Cardinal Re and Pope Francis repeatedly 
refer to Pope Paul as a man sensitive to the prob-
lems and anxieties of modern men and women, a 
sensitivity Cardinal Re said led the pope “to seek 
dialogue with everyone, never closing the doors 
to an encounter. For Paul VI, dialogue was an ex-
pression of the evangelical spirit that tries to draw 
close to each person, that tries to understand each 
person and tries to make itself understood by each 
person.”

“Ecclesiam Suam” laid out the vision for his 
papacy, looking at ways the Church could and should 
continue God’s action of setting out to encounter human-
ity and bring people to the fullness of truth and salvation. 

“How vital it is for the world, and how greatly desired 
by the Catholic Church, that the two should meet togeth-
er, and get to know and love one another,” he wrote.

But in the turbulent 1960s, it was not that easy. A 1977 
biography of the pope by NC News Service – the former 
name of Catholic News Service – said, “He described 
himself as an ‘apostle of peace,’ but Pope Paul VI knew 
scarcely a peaceful day” as head of the Church. “Called 
to the papacy in 1963 to succeed the universally popu-
lar Pope John XXIII, Giovanni Battista Montini faced a 
Church and a world experiencing a period of self-criti-
cism and upheaval. His years as pope were most notably 
marked by the Second Vatican Council – its hopes, re-
forms and crises.”

Celebrating the 50th anniversary of Pope Paul’s June 
21, 1963, election, Pope Francis told pilgrims from 
Brescia that the late pope “experienced to the full the 
Church’s travail after the Second Vatican Council: the 
lights, the hopes, the tensions. He loved the Church and 
expended himself for her, holding nothing back.”

A reserved and reflective man who was trained as a 

CNS/GIANCARLO GIULIANI, CATHOLIC PRESS PHOTO
Pope Paul VI greets the crowd as he visits the Verano cemetery 
in Rome in 1973. Pope Francis will beatify Pope Paul Oct. 19 dur-
ing the closing Mass of the extraordinary Synod of Bishops on the 
Family. 

Paul VI Beatification Highlights  
Dialogue, Vatican II, Love for Church

Church diplomat and spent most of his priestly life in 
the Vatican, Pope Paul’s papacy was marked by public 
and often bitter debates over changing sexual morality, 
the validity of the Church’s traditional teaching and the 
changes in its liturgy called for by Vatican II.

The Mass most Latin-rite Catholics celebrate today 
often is referred to as the Paul VI Mass. Under his lead-
ership there was a complete revision of liturgical texts, 
something he said was a source of joy, but it also was a 
source of some of his deepest anguish. In the last years 
of his pontificate, he repeatedly repudiated both those 
who made further, unauthorized changes to the Mass and 
those who completely rejected the council’s liturgical re-
forms.

Pope Paul’s connection with the themes expected to 
be raised at the synod on the family Oct. 5-19 include 
the encyclical for which is he is most known by many 
people, “Humanae Vitae.” The 1968 encyclical, usually 
described as a document affirming the Church’s prohibi-
tion against artificial contraception, places that conclu-
sion in the context of Catholic teaching on the beauty 
and purpose of marriage, married love and procreation.

In his day – before the globetrotting Pope John Paul 
II was elected – Pope Paul was known as the “pilgrim 

pope.” He was the first pope in the modern area 
to travel abroad, visiting six continents in seven 
years.

His travels and his meetings with bishops from 
around the world led him to speak out forcefully 
against the nuclear arms race, the starvation of 
millions of people while the rich got richer, a 
worldwide move toward liberalized abortion and 
the wars in Vietnam, Israel and Lebanon, not to 
mention terrorism and guerrilla warfare in many 
other countries.

Under his leadership, the Catholic Church 
made huge strides in promoting Christian unity 
and formalizing its ecumenical dialogues, as well 
as improving relations with Jews, Muslims and 
other world religions.

He was born Sept. 26, 1897, in Concesio, a farm 
town outside the northern Italian city of Bres-
cia. Known as studious and pious from a young 
age, Giovanni Battista was admitted to the Bres-
cia seminary in 1916, but was allowed to live at 
home because of his frail health. Six months after 
his ordination to the priesthood in 1920, he was 
sent to Rome for graduate studies. In 1922, he 
was selected to attend the Pontifical Ecclesiastical 
Academy, where the Vatican trains its diplomats. 
After a year at the academy, Pope Pius XI sent 
him to the Vatican nunciature in Warsaw, Poland, 
an assignment cut short because of his health. He 
returned to the academy and to his studies.

In 1924, he began working in the Vatican Secre-
tariat of State, slowly being given more and more 
responsibility. At the same time, he served as a 
chaplain to the Catholic Italian Federation of Uni-
versity Students, which worked to imbue Catholic 
students with the values needed to counter the fas-
cist student movement.

    In December 1937, he was named undersec-
retary of state for ordinary affairs, a position that 
made him a close collaborator of Cardinal Eu-
genio Pacelli, the Vatican secretary of state who 
became Pope Pius XII in 1939. He worked along-
side the pope throughout World War II and was 

in charge of the information bureau that gathered the 
names of prisoners of war from all sides and forwarded 
the names to worried family members.

After 30 years of service in the Secretariat of State, 
he was named archbishop of Milan in 1954. He spent 
the next eight years rebuilding and reorganizing Italy’s 
largest archdiocese. When Pope Pius died in 1958, many 
people thought Archbishop Montini could be elected 
pope even though he was not yet a cardinal. Instead, the 
College of Cardinals chose Cardinal Angelo Roncalli of 
Venice, who became Pope John XXIII. One of his first 
acts was to create new cardinals, including Archbishop 
Montini.

After Pope John died in June 1963, Cardinal Montini 
was elected pope on the fifth ballot, cast on the second 
day of the conclave. He was the last pope to be crowned 
with a tiara; five months later, he solemnly laid the 
crown on the altar of St. Peter’s Basilica as a sign of 
his renunciation of “human glory and power.” Cardinal 
Francis Spellman of New York made arrangements for 
it to be transferred to the United States, where the crown 
is preserved at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception in Washington.
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Adams Deanery
St. Joseph the Worker, Bonneauville
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8 a.m.
Wednesday 7 p.m.

St. Francis Xavier, Gettysburg 
Wednesday 7:30 a.m.

Annunciation BVM, McSherrystown
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 8:15 a.m.

Dauphin Deanery
Holy Name of Jesus, Harrisburg
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,  
Friday 6:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, Harrisburg
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,  
Friday, noon

Sacred Heart of Jesus, Lewistown
Tuesday, Friday, 7 a.m.
Wednesday 7 p.m.
Monday, Thursday 9 a.m.

St. Jude, Mifflintown
Monday, 9 a.m.

St. Francis of Assisi, Harrisburg
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,  
Friday 8 a.m. (English only)

St. Margaret Mary, Harrisburg
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 8:30 a.m.

Cumberland/Perry Deanery
St. Patrick, Carlisle, Shrine Church
Monday 8:30 a.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 6:45 a.m.

St. Patrick Carlisle, Marsh Drive Church 
Friday 8:30 a.m.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Mechanicsburg
Wednesday, Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday, Thursday, 7 a.m.

St. Bernard, New Bloomfield
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,  
Friday 8 a.m.

Franklin Deanery
St. Rita, Blue Ridge Summit
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,  
Friday 9 a.m.
Immaculate Conception BVM, Fairfield
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,  
Friday 8 a.m.

Lebanon Deanery
Assumption BVM, Lebanon
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,  
Friday 8 a.m.

Northern Deanery
St. Joseph, Berwick
Monday, Wednesday 8:30 a.m.
Tuesday, Thursday 7:30 a.m.
Friday 6:30 a.m.
St. Columba, Bloomsburg
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,  
Friday 7:30 a.m.
St. Joseph, Danville
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 6:30 a.m.
Monday, Thursday 6:15 p.m., Confessions at 
5:45 p.m.
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Lewisburg
Monday, Tuesday, Friday 9 a.m.
St. Monica, Sunbury
Monday 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Thursday 7:30 a.m.
Friday 9 a.m.
St. Pius X, Selinsgrove
Tuesday, Thursday noon
Wednesday, Friday 7 a.m.

North Lancaster Deanery
Our Mother of Perpetual Help, Ephrata
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,  
Friday 7 a.m. and 9 a.m.

South Lancaster Deanery

St. Anthony of Padua, Lancaster
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,  
Friday 8 a.m.

St. Leo the Great, Rohrerstown
Monday 8 a.m.
Tuesday, Thursday 6:30 a.m.
Wednesday 7 p.m.
Friday 8:45 a.m.
Assumption BVM, Lancaster
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,  
Friday 12:05 p.m.
St. Joseph, Lancaster
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
6:30 a.m. and 8:15 a.m.

Northumberland Deanery
Our Lady of Hope, Coal Township
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 7 a.m.
St. Patrick, Trevorton
Wednesday 7 a.m.
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, Elysburg
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8 a.m.
Holy Angels, Kulpmont
Monday, Thursday 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 8 a.m.
Divine Redeemer, Mount Carmel
Monday, Wednesday 7 a.m.
Mother Cabrini, Shamokin
Monday, Friday 8 a.m.
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Mount Carmel
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,  
Friday 8 a.m.

York Deanery
St. John the Baptist, New Freedom
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,  
Friday 9 a.m.
St. Joseph, Dallastown
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 7:30 a.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m.
St. Joseph, York
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday 6:45 a.m.
Friday 8 a.m. 

    The annual Priests’ Continuing Education Workshop will be held Oct. 20-24 in Hunt Valley, Md. During this time, daily Masses will be celebrated by visiting, 
retired and religious order priests in the following churches:

Schedule of Daily Masses at Parishes during Priests’ Workshop

Pope: Tiny Voice in Your Head?  
It’s a Guardian Angel

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

Guardian angels are not 
the stuff of fantasy; they are 
really present as wise travel 
companions helping people 
navigate life’s journey, Pope 
Francis said.

Don’t ignore the inner 
voice that says, “Well, you 
should do this.” “That’s not 
right.” “Watch out!” the 
pope said in a morning hom-
ily Oct. 2, the feast of the 
Guardian Angels.

“It’s the voice of our trav-
el companion. Be confident 
that they will take us through 
to the end of our lives with 
their advice, and that’s why 
[people should] listen to 
their voice, don’t rebel,” he 
said in remarks reported by 
Vatican Radio.

“All of us, according to 
Church tradition, have an 
angel with us, who watches 
over us, and lets us hear” 
deep inside, wise words 
meant to help people make 
the right choices, the pope 
said during an early morn-

ing Mass in the chapel of his 
residence, the Domus Sanc-
tae Marthae.

People shouldn’t ignore 
that voice “because rebel-
lion, the desire to be inde-
pendent, is something we all 
have and it is pride, the same 
thing our father, Adam, had” 
in the Garden of Eden, he 
said.

“Nobody walks alone and 
none of us can believe we 
are alone” because there is 
always this companion right 
by each person’s side, he 
said.

“Don’t rebel. Follow their 
advice,” he said. To turn 
one’s back on a guardian 
angel “is dangerous because 
no man, no woman can ad-
vise themselves. I can give 
advice to someone else, but I 
can’t give advice to myself” 
if it’s going to be objective 
and wise.

“The Holy Spirit advises 
me, there’s the angel who ad-
vises me,” he said. A guard-
ian angel isn’t a figment of 
“imagination; no, it’s real-
ity.” 
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Holy Spirit Health System  
to Host Lectures for Women

Holy Spirit’s Spirit of Women Program is hosting a lecture series for wom-
en called “Passport to Good Health.” This series of educational workshops is 
focused on common health concerns.

On Oct. 18, we will “explore Italy” and the neurological conditions of Al-
zheimer’s Disease, Parkinson’s Disease, and seizure disorders in our lecture 
titled “Passport to the Nervous System,” which runs from 9-11:30 a.m. At-
tendees will also be able to participate in a restorative Tai Chi session, which 
has been shown to boost brain function.

“Your Destination for Preventing and Recognizing Gynecological Cancers” 
will be held Nov. 15 from 9-11:30 a.m., where the final stamp on our passport 
happens in “France.” Here, attendees will learn to recognize the early symp-
toms of deadly gynecological cancers. Our final overseas activity is a gentle 
Vinyasa yoga class. Though not French in origin, yoga’s physical, psycho-
logical and emotional health benefits have been shown to successfully help 
treat women already diagnosed with cancer.

To register for either of the workshops, visit www.hsh.org/spirit-of-wom-
en. These workshops are open only to Spirit of Women members. Spirit of 
Women membership is free, and anyone interested in becoming a member 
can sign up at www.hsh.org/spirit-of-women. The workshops will be held in 
Holy Spirit Hospital’s auditorium in Camp Hill. For more information, call 
717-972-4149. 

Adorers of the Blood of  
Christ Mark Milestone Anniversaries

A celebration was held in September at the Columbia Center in Columbia, 
Pa., to honor Sister Mary Evelyn Di Pietro, ASC, who celebrated 70 years, 
and Sisters Mary Clare Reineberg, ASC and Martha (Mary Raymond) Wach-
tel, ASC, who celebrated 60 years as Adorers of the Blood of Christ. 

Sister Mary Evelyn was born on July 4, 1921, in Belmont, Mass. She made 
her first profession on Aug. 12, 1944, and her final vows on Aug. 12, 1949. 
She earned her bachelor’s degree in elementary education from Youngstown 
University in Youngstown, Ohio.

Sister Mary Evelyn taught in seven states. In North Carolina, she served at 
Christ the King in Kinston and St. Francis in Lumberton; in Pennsylvania, at 
St. Rochus in Johnstown, St. John’s in Enhaut, St. Mary in Steelton and Sa-
cred Heart in Lewiston; in Ohio, at Mt. Carmel in Niles; in Indiana at Immac-
ulate Conception and Holy Trinity in East Chicago; in Georgia at St. Teresa 
in Albany; and in Illinois at St. Jerome in Chicago. In addition to teaching, 
she sometimes served as the community’s local coordinator. She spent some 
years in domestic service, including a year at the bishop’s residence in Harris-
burg, Pa. She also served briefly on the staff of the Precious Blood Spirituality 
Center in Columbia, Pa.

When Sister Mary Evelyn retired from full-time teaching, she worked for 
several years as a teacher of learning disabled children in Columbia before 
she began living mission in later life at the Columbia Center.

Sister Mary Clare was born Feb. 21, 1927 in York. She made her first pro-
fession on Aug. 12, 1954, and her final vows on Aug. 12, 1959. She earned 
her bachelor’s degree in speech and English from Mount Mercy College, 
Pittsburgh, in 1964 and received her chaplaincy certification at Mercy Catho-
lic Medical Center in Darby, Pa. in 1984.

Sister Mary Clare’s service as a teacher began at St. Joseph in St. Louis, and 
concluded at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel in Niles, Ohio.  Other schools where 
she served as teacher and often also as organist include Immaculate Concep-
tion in East Chicago, Ind.; Christ the King in Kinston, N.C.; Assumption in 
Chicago; and at St. Mary in Steelton, St. John in Enhaut, Seven Sorrows of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary in Middleton, and Bishop Neumann Consolidated 
in Enhaut. Service to her ASC community included being vocation director 
and recruiter for six years. At St. Joseph Academy in Columbia, Pa., she also 
served as dorm moderator, retreat coordinator and instructor of students for 
whom English is a second language.

After Sister Mary Clare earned her certification as a chaplain, she minis-
tered at St. Joseph Hospital in Lancaster for seven years before moving to the 
Columbia Center, to begin Living Mission in Later Life. She currently resides 
at St. Anne’s Retirement Community in Columbia.

Sister Martha was born on Sept. 3, 1935, in Freeburg, Ill. She made her first 
profession on July 1, 1954, and her final vows on July 1, 1959. She earned 
her bachelor’s degree in geography from Saint Louis University in 1969, her 
master’s degree in education from Northern Illinois University in DeKalb, 
Ill., in 1978, and her certification in hospital ministry from St. John’s Health 
System in Springfield, Mo., in 1991.

Sister Martha served as a teacher, principal, missionary, nutrition coordi-
nator, cook, minister of hospitality, pastoral minister, and director and as-
sistant director of Community Life and Mission. She taught at St. Jerome in 
St. Louis; at St. Joseph in Olney, Ill.; at Holy Rosary in Fort Dodge, Iowa; at 
St. Michael in Garnersville, Liberia, and St. Patrick in Grand Cess, Liberia, 
West Africa; she served as vice-principal at St. Jerome and as principal at St. 
Patrick. Her expertise as nutrition coordinator served the residents of Hope 
House, a residence for women and children in Springfield, Mo. For the past 
11 years, Sister Martha has had various ministries at the Columbia Center of 
the ASC community in Columbia, Pa., including serving as Director of Com-
munity Life and Mission for the sisters living at the Center. She continues to 
reside at the Center where she is an assistant to the current director. 

The names of the following de-
ceased persons have been submitted 
by their parishes:

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: 
Sylvia M. Perotti.

CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus 
Christi: Jeannette M. Buhrman, Daniel 
Gottfried, Marion Martin.

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis 
Xavier: Timothy Chrismer.

HANOVER – St. Joseph: Mary 
Knight, Dorothy Rodenhaber.

HARRISBURG – St. Catherine 
Labouré: Dorothy Goffus, Adeline 
Smith; St. Margaret Mary: Mary 
McLaughlin, Eugene Murphy, Carol 
Prouser, Elizabeth Rusbatch.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: Nick 
Resanovich.

KULPMONT – Holy Angels: Evo 
Andreatti, Nancy R. Goodluinas, The-
resa Pittello, Mary J. Stellar.

LEWISTOWN – Sacred Heart of 
Jesus: Richard Calkins, Mary Frances 
Goodman.

MCSHERRYSTOWN – Annuncia-
tion BVM: Thyra L. Kuhn.

MECHANICSBURG – St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton: Victoria Donofrio, 
Joseph Winkowski; St. Joseph: Vern 
Hoover, Doris Randall.

MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows 
BVM: Mary Brady, Mary Dinga, Anne 
Mecca.

MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the 
Apostle: Jane Heesen, Judith Walsh.

Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in October dur-
ing the past 25 years:

Deacon Lee O. Beaston, 1989
Msgr. Francis McCullough,1990
Father Walter Halaburda, 2000
Father Edward J. Barrett, 2001
Father John Suknaic, 2004
Father Bernard Quinn, 2006
Deacon Edwin Fitzpatrick, 2008
Father Stephen Sheetz, 2009
Father Kevin Kayda, 2013.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine 
Redeemer: Carrie M. Barella, Vir-
ginia Milewski, Richard Shierant; Our 
Lady: Regina Tyson.

NEW CUMBERLAND – St. The-
resa: Helen Balkovic.

NEW FREEDOM – St. John the 
Baptist: John Boyle, Theresa Voelker.

ROHRERSTOWN – St. Leo the 
Great: Michael Keating, Rhoda Lynn, 
Joan Ruggeberg.

SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini: 
Catherine Labosky.

SUNBURY – St. Monica: Mary A. 
Courts.

YORK – St. Rose of Lima: J. Mar-
tin Miklusek, Linda C. Schneider.
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                       Compiled by Jen Reed
  Spiritual Offerings

Recitation of the Rosary for America takes place on the 
square in New Oxford every second Saturday of the month at 
noon. The next gathering will be Oct. 11.

Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Parish in Elysburg will 
hold a parish mission and Eucharistic Devotions Oct. 12-14 
at 7 p.m. The mission will be conducted by Deacons Eddie 
Ensley and Robert Herrmann of Columbus, Ga. For more 
information, contact the parish office at 570-672-2302.

Recitation of the Rosary for America is prayed every third 
Saturday of the month on the square in Littlestown at noon. 
The next gathering will be held Oct. 18.

Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated Oct. 19 at 
2 p.m. at St. Catherine Labouré Church in Harrisburg. Confes-
sions are heard in English and Polish after every Mass.

The Cumberland-Perry District Council of Catholic 
Women will host a 25th Wedding Anniversary Celebration on 
Nov. 9 at 2 p.m. at Saint Theresa Church in New Cumber-
land. All couples in the Cumberland-Perry District parishes 
who were married in 1989 are invited to attend this celebra-
tion Mass and reception. For further information, contact Terri 
at 717-761-6467 or Mary Ann at 717-761-0657. Deadline for 
reservations is Oct. 27.

Education, Enrichment  
& Support

Theology on Tap in Lancaster will hold its next session 
Oct. 15 at Annie Bailey’s Irish Pub, with a happy half hour at 
7 p.m. and speaker Emily Stimpson, author and blogger, at 
7:30. Miss Stimpson will speak on “Friendships in Faith.” For 
information, visit www.totlancaster.com.

Shroud of Turin Conference, sponsored by Knights of 
Columbus Council #13692, Immaculate Heart of Mary Par-
ish in Abbottstown, to be held at Sacred Heart Basilica in 
Conewago. Featured speakers are Dr. John Jackson, lead 
scientist of the Shroud of Turin Research Project (STURP), 
and Rebecca Jackson, a specialist on the first century Jewish 
background of the Shroud. Two-day conference fee is $50 
(2 meals included). Conference schedule is Oct. 17 from 3-9 
p.m., $20, and Oct. 18 from 8 a.m.-4 p.m., $30. Prior to the 
conference on Friday at 2 p.m., Father James Lease will give 
a historic tour of the Sacred Heart Basilica. For tickets and 
details, contact Luz Socrates at 717-873-3650 or ShroudCon-
ference@gmail.com.

“What Every Catholic Needs to Know about Annul-
ments” will be presented at St. Patrick Church in York Oct. 19 
at 6:45 p.m. Tom Meister, a volunteer case assessor for the 
Diocesan Tribunal, and Donna Giberti will speak on marriage 
annulments, what they are, and what they mean. For informa-
tion, contact 717-858-1127 or tfmeister456@yahoo.com.

Theology on Tap – Harrisburg welcomes Christine Witt-
man to the Coliseum in Camp Hill on Oct. 23. All 21-39 year 
olds are welcome – single, married, practicing Catholics or 
those still searching. We’ll meet on the lower level of the 
Coliseum, 410 St. Johns Church Road, Camp Hill. Arrive by 
6:30 p.m. (or as early at 5 p.m. to grab a bite to eat before we 
start); talk begins at 7 p.m. For more information and to RSVP, 
go to the HarrisburgTOT group on Facebook or http://www.
stjosephmech.org/adult-education/theology-on-tap/. 

The Ancient Order of Hibernians, Dauphin County Divi-
sion I, will host a presentation by Gerry Collins, formerly of 
Derry, Northern Ireland, on growing up Catholic during the 
Troubles. The presentation will be held Oct. 25 at 1 p.m. at 
McGivney Hall of the Knights of Columbus, 145 Peach Street 
in Harrisburg. Gerry and his wife, Diana, are survivors of 
the 1972 Bogside Massacre known as “Bloody Sunday.” For 
information, contact Bill Fleming at bsfleming@verizon.net or 
717-580-2502.  

St. Cyril Spiritual Center in Danville will host a reflection 
morning, “A Walk with the Saints,” presented by Joan Liebler 
and Sister Jean Marie Holup, SSCM, Nov. 1 from 2-4 p.m., 
concluding with a liturgy and departure at 5 p.m. The program 
will include saints from our own region, and a look at geneal-
ogy as a way to uncover the faithful witnesses among our own 
family members. Participants are asked to bring a picture of 
someone from their family tree to include in a celebration of 
faithful witnesses. Offering is $30 by the registration deadline 
of Oct. 24. Register by calling 570-275-3581, or visit www.
sscm.org and click on “current events.”

Girl Scouts and members of American Heritage Girls are 
invited to attend a workshop Nov. 8 at 1:30 p.m. at the Cardi-
nal Keeler Center in Harrisburg. Girls will earn the “Women in 
Scripture: Martha and Mary” patch as they learn about these 
holy women. Participants will complete a service project to 
benefit the retired priests of the diocese. Information and a 
registration form are available at http://www.hbgdiocese.org/
youth-and-young-adults/catholic-scouting/.

Retreats  
& Pilgrimages

Join Father Kenneth Smith on a Pilgrimage to Ireland 
May 11-21, 2015. Tour includes: Daily Mass, professional local 
guide, 9 nights accommodation in 4-star and superior 3-star 
hotels (3 nights in Dublin, 1 night in Cork, 2 nights in Killarney, 
1 night in Galway, 1 night in Knock, 1 night in Armagh), full 
Irish breakfast daily, dinner nightly, land transportation by 
private deluxe motorcoach, roundtrip domestic motorcoach 

transportation from Harrisburg to New York JFK Airport, 
roundtrip airfare from New York JFK to Dublin on nonstop 
flights on Delta Airlines, and more, for $3,499 per person/
double occupancy. For complete details, contact George’s 
International Tours, (800) 566-7499, sales@georgesintl.com, 
or Karen Hurley, k.m.hurley1@gmail.com.

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Abbottstown, Father 
Timothy Marcoe as Spiritual Director, is planning a Eucha-
ristic Pilgrimage to the Shrine of the Blessed Sacrament and 
EWTN TV Studio in Alabama Sept. 27-Oct. 1, 2015. Visit 
Shrines and the Monastery of the Poor Clare Nuns, home of 
Mother Angelica and Franciscan Friars. Attend Masses, heal-
ing service, spiritual talks, studio tour, Poor Clare Gift Shops, 
and much more. Lodging (double occupancy) meals, taxes, 
tips, bus service, etc. Cost is $575. Contact Nick DiNunzio at 
717-319-1668, Pilgrimageonr@gmail.com or Janet McIntyre  
at 717-633-9384.

Events &  
Fund-Raisers

Holy Spirit Parish in Palmyra will hold its Holiday Bazaar 
on Oct. 9 from 4-7p.m., Oct. 10 from 8 a.m.-noon, and Oct. 
11 from 8-11 a.m. 

The Celtic band “Rizzetta’s Tones” will perform at Lan-
caster Catholic High School’s old main auditorium Oct. 11 at 
7:30 p.m. Free admission. Donations accepted to benefit the 
school’s fine and performing arts department. 

Our Lady of Hope Parish in Coal Township will hold 
its annual raffle Oct. 12 in the parish hall. Doors open at 11 
a.m., and the raffle will begin at 2 p.m. The kitchen will be 
serving many delicious foods such as potato cakes, piero-
gies, haluski and BBQ. There will be many prizes which will 
include theme baskets and certificates from local business-
es. Donation is $3.  

St. Ann Byzantine Council of the Knights of Columbus 
are hosting a homemade cabbage roll (halupki) dinner at the 
church social hall, 5408 Locust Lane Harrisburg on Oct. 12 
from noon-4 p.m. The dinner is eat-in or take-out with cab-
bage rolls, a baked potato, vegetable and a dinner roll. For 
more information, visit www.stannbyz.org. 

St. Monica Parish in Sunbury will hold its famous chicken 
barbeque Oct. 18, beginning at 11 a.m. Half a chicken, 
macaroni salad, baked beans, roll & butter, and dessert. 
Cost of the dinner is $8. Half chicken only is $7. Call for local 
delivery: 570-286-1435, ext. 116.

St. Joseph Parish Fun Committee in Hanover will host 
a baked chicken pot pie dinner on Oct. 18 from 4-7 p.m. in 
the parish social hall. Pay at the door: Adults-$6.00; youth 
6-12-$3; child under 6-free. Baked chicken pot pie, apple-
sauce/cole slaw, rolls, homemade desserts, and beverages.

Lebanon Catholic School will host a Fall Fest event Oct. 
18 from 6-10 p.m. to relive the glory days with Galbraith, Bri-
ody & Friends, playing classic rock hits from the 70s and 80s. 
Advance tickets are $15 per person, and include admission, 
beer, soda and snacks. Tickets cannot be guaranteed at the 
door. BYOB and additional snacks are welcome. Reserved 
seating for 10 is available for $150. Must be 21 years of age. 
Contact Lori Kostow, Director of Advancement, at 717-273-
3731, ext. 327.  

Mom’s House, a pro-life organization in Lancaster, will 
host its annual “Trivia Night” on Oct. 18. Teams will consist 
of eight members with one team leader. Doors will open at 
6:30 p.m. and the games will start at 7 p.m. Prizes will be 
awarded to first place table winner and best spread (snacks) 
table winner. Tickets are $15 per person in advance or $20 at 
the door. Tables are $120. Mom’s House offers free childcare 
and support services to single mothers living in Lancaster 
County. Call 717-396-9130 for more information.

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish Council of Catholic 
Women in Williamstown are sponsoring a roast beef/turkey 
dinner Oct. 19 from 11:30-2 p.m. in the parish social hall. 
Dinner includes roast beef, turkey, filling, mashed potatoes, 
vegetable, cole slaw, roll, beverage and dessert. Tickets are 
$9 each. Contact Joann Matter at 717-647-2287, Jean Daniel 
at 717-647-9837 or any member of the council.

The Women’s Auxiliary of St. Philip the Apostle Parish 
in Millersville will hold a Longaberger Basket Bingo Oct. 
20. Cost is $17 if purchased by Oct. 18, $20 after, if tickets 
are still available. Six cards for the 20 regular games with 
your entry fee. There are 3 specials and a cover-all that can 
be purchased that evening. There will also be a Chinese auc-
tion and many door prizes. Doors open at 5:30 p.m., bingo 
begins at 7 p.m. The kitchen will be open for soup, sand-
wiches, snacks, desserts and drinks. Tickets are available by 
contacting Jean Campion, 717-872-8883, Annette Schnee 
717-397-1482 or Andrea in the parish office at 717-872-2166.

A Woman’s Concern pro-life pregnancy resource medical 
center in Lancaster will host a Guest Chef Night fundraiser 
at the Lancaster Country Club Oct. 22 from 6-8:30 p.m. The 
evening will feature hors d’oeuvres, themed dinner stations, 
a live and silent auction, and a performance by the Hooley 
School of Irish Dance. Tickets are $75 per person. RSVP to 
717-394-1136, ext. 5, by Oct. 15.

“Candlelight Saints Tour: Apostles and their Friends” 
will be held at the Basilica of Saint Michael the Archangel in 
Loretto, Pa., Oct. 24 and 25. Entertainment, education, local 
history, and a bit of Halloween spookiness. Tours depart 
every 20 minutes from 6-10 p.m. and last approximately 1 
½ hours. The tour is not handicap accessible. Cost is $7 per 
person. Ticket proceeds will be donated to the SFU Dorothy 

Day Center. Tours continue rain or shine. Bring a nonperish-
able item in exchange for a free drink (coffee, hot chocolate, 
soda). Hot food is available for purchase. For more informa-
tion, visit http://www.basilica-loretto.org/saintstour.htm, call 
the Basilica rectory at 814-472-8551 or e-mail marielink@
verizon.net.  

The Council of Catholic Women of Holy Name of 
Jesus Parish in Harrisburg will host a spaghetti dinner 
Oct. 25 from 4-7 p.m. in the parish social hall. Pasta with 
meatballs, salad, bread, dessert and beverage. Cost is $8 
for adults, $4 for children ages 6-12, and free for children 
under 6. 

Knights of Columbus Council 3625 Prince of Peace 
Steelton will have an Oktoberfest on Oct. 25 from 6-10 p.m. 
in the Parish Hall. Ethnic Food, music by the Polka Quads, 
basket raffle and an evening of fun, laughter and cheer. Tick-
ets are $25 each and can purchased from any Knight or at 
the parish office during the week.

A Craft and Coach purse bingo to benefit St. Pauline’s 
Healing Heart of Jesus Society in Kulpmont will be held Oct. 
26 at 2 p.m. at Wilburton Hose Company in Wilburton, Pa. 
Admission is $25. Crafts with every special and raffle, as 
well as door prizes and refreshments. For more informa-
tion, contact Colleen at 570-274-7491.

Corpus Christi Parish in Chambersburg will hold its 
Holiday Craft Fair, sponsored by the Parish Council of 
Catholic Women, on Nov. 1 from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. in the parish 
center. There are 22 vendors with a variety of unique hand-
sewn items, crafts, jewelry, home decor, baked goods, A&B 
Religious Shop and much more. Enjoy lunch and dessert 
from 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. For more information, contact Kathy 
at 717-352-7354. 

Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary School in Mc-
Sherrystown will host its annual Christmas bazaar Nov. 1 
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., with breakfast and lunch served by Peg 
Staub and crew. Fall decorations, Christmas crafts, filled 
baskets, raffle items, silent auction, outdoor decorations, 
vendors and handmade furniture. 

The Holy Spirit Hospital Auxiliary will host its annual 
Share the Spirit Gala at the Radisson Hotel in Camp Hill 
on Nov. 8. The event will begin at 6 p.m., and includes hors 
d’oeuvres, dinner, dancing and a silent auction. A special 
drawing will be held for an Ippolita necklace, donated by 
Mountz Jewelers. Pentagon will provide the entertainment. 
Attire for the gala is an elegant mix of denim and diamonds. 
Cocktail attire also is welcome. All proceeds will be used 
to underwrite the costs of mammography screenings for 
patients who don’t have insurance, or for those who have 
difficulty paying their deductibles and co-payments. Tickets 
are $150, and are available by calling the Holy Spirit Hospi-
tal Auxiliary office at 717-763-2796. 

Lebanon Catholic School’s Reunion of the Decades will 
be held Nov. 8 at Prescott Banquet Hall, featuring “Dancing 
with the Oldies with Mickey Santora.” Tickets are $20, and 
include buffet, adult beverages and soda. Buffet served at 
6 p.m., followed by dancing from 7:30-10:30 p.m. Proceeds 
benefit the school’s Athletic Association. Tickets not avail-
able at the door. Call 717-273-3731, ext. 327, or e-mail 
lkostow@lebanoncatholicschool.org.

St. Vincent’s “Autumn Breeze” dance featuring 
“Breezemon Brain Shaffer” will be held at St. Vincent’s Gym 
in Hanover Nov. 8. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and the dance 
takes place from 7-11 p.m. Tickets are $15 and include food, 
snacks and beverages. Must be 21 to buy a ticket or attend 
the dance. Contact Joyce Smith at 717-637-0366 or Pat 
Hubbard at 717-637-0121.

The Little Flower Club of St. Theresa Parish in New 
Cumberland will host a trip Dec. 2 to Hunterdon Hills Play-
house in Hampton, N.J. Price of $95 per person includes 
lunch, show, motor coach, taxes and gratuities. Departs from 
B.J.’s in Camp Hill at 8:30 a.m. and returns at approximately 
6 p.m. Deadline for reservations is Nov. 2. Call 717-774-
5671 or 717-774-6783.

Bishop McDevitt High School’s “Santa 5K Run” is set 
for Dec. 6. All participants have the choice to run or walk 
a 5K or 1 mile loop. All participants receive and race in a 
Santa hat and Santa long-sleeve shirt. Register online at 
www.bishopmcdevitt.org. Adults are $30 and students are 
$20 before Nov. 26. After Nov. 26, price increases by $5 
and race shirts are not guaranteed. If you are interested in 
seeing your name or business name on a four-foot candy 
cane lining the course, contact Erin Connaghan, Assistant 
Director of Advancement at 717-236-7973, ext. 2135, or 
econnaghan@bishopmcdevitt.org. 

Parish & Organization News
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Conewago is selling 

Christmas ornaments depicting the basilica’s  stained-glass 
windows. The parish has featured a different window for 
the last three years to assist in preserving their beauty and 
craftsmanship. Ornaments include the Annunciation, Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, and – this year – the Nativity. Cost is $20 per 
ornament. Those interested in purchasing can contact the 
parish office at 717-637-2721.

St. Margaret Mary Flea Market in Harrisburg located at 
2821 Herr St, Harrisburg (across from the school parking lot, 
rear of building) is in need jewelry, small kitchen appliances, 
dishes and other household items, video games, pots and 
pans, and holiday décor (Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christ-
mas). We do not accept large furniture items. Shop is open 
the first Saturday of the month from 8 a.m.-noon, and every 
third Thursday from 3-7 p.m. Donations are accepted during 
all sale days and every Wednesday from 9:30 a.m.-noon. 
For more information, call Elizabeth at 717-329-4123.



18 - The
 Catholic Witness • October 10, 2014

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

As reigning PIAA Class 
AA state volleyball champs, 
the Squirettes of Delone 
Catholic are not surprising-
ly undefeated in York/Ad-
ams Area league play as the 
regular season comes to an 
end on Oct. 16. Though the 
Squirettes have two regular 
season tournament losses to 
Parkland and Berks Catho-
lic, their core nucleus of 
seasoned players who know 
what it takes to win a cham-
pionship return gives them 
an excellent chance to make 
another deep run into the 
playoffs come November. 

On Sept. 20, Delone Cath-
olic hosted a day tourna-
ment that pitted York Cath-
olic, Trinity, Berks Catholic 
and the Squirettes in a semi 
round-robin competition. 
The Saints of Berks Catho-
lic beat Trinity 3-0 before 
besting Delone, 3-2, in a 
closely fought match to win 
the tournament. York Cath-
olic lost both of its matches, 
3-0, to Delone Catholic and 
Trinity. 

Delone Catholic Readies  
for Another November Run

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Clockwise from top left: York Catholic’s Meredith Beecher prepares to 
serve. Trinity’s Katie Goyette, captain, makes a pass against York Catho-
lic. Delone Catholic’s setter Kelly O’Boyle sets the ball for a kill. Trinity’s 
outside hitter and co-captain Alisah Cash gets ready to receive a serve. 
Delone Catholic’s Kayla Baadte serves an ace.
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Both the PIAA District 3 and State Golf 
Championships are played in York County – 
the former at Briarwood Golf Course and the 
latter at Heritage Hills Resort. 

In the District 3 team championships, the 
Fighting Irish boys’ won the Class AA cham-
pionship with a terrific score of 296 – that’s 
four players out of five averaging under 75 – at 
Briarwood’s East Course on Sept. 28, which 
was a perfect, warm, calm day for golf. The 
win was York Catholic’s first district team 
championship in golf, and the Irish were lead 
by senior Nick Geiman, a solid ball striker 
with an even better short game. His under-
par round led the Irish to their impressive win 
over Lancaster Catholic, which had a terrific 
regular season, finishing 42-0 in the Lancaster 
Lebanon League. 

Three days after the team championships, 
more than 150 players gathered at Briarwood 

again for the individual championships – a 36-
hole competition over two days – with the boys 
playing the East Course and the girls teeing off 
on the West. Oct. 3 featured stiff, balmy south-
east winds that made for tricky conditions, 
and the next morning the wind shifted out of 
the northwest and gusted to 25 mph, making 
scoring difficult. But York Catholic freshman 
Joe Parrini had little trouble with the blustery 
weather, carding two consecutive 70s for a 
four-under par 140-total to win the Class AA 
championship with some great players right 
on his heels. 

While Joe was taming the venerable East’s 
undulating greens to win his gold medal, his 
sister Lauren was blowing away the girls’ 
field, winning by 13 strokes a mile to the west. 
By the end of a cold, blowy Oct. 4, the siblings 
became the first duo to ever win district cham-
pionships on the same day. 

States will be played on Oct. 21-23 across 
town at Heritage Hills.

York Catholic Golfers  
Dominate Home  

Turf to Win Districts

Richard Riva lines up a putt at the District 3 Class AA team 
championships. He helped lead his fellow Crusaders to a 42-0 
regular season. He came in sixth at individual championships.

CHRIS HEISEY AND EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
District 3 Class AA champ Joe Parrini hits a lob wedge to the Par 5 second hole to make birdie.

 ROBERT J. CHADDERDON, ELBE PHOTOGRAPHY
Siblings Lauren and Joe Parrini have a golden Irish mo-
ment after winning District 3 individual titles.

Above: York Catholic’s Nick Geiman shows his deft touch around the green, leading the Irish to team 
gold. (CHRIS HEISEY AND EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS)

Right: York Catholic’s Lauren Parrini hits an approach shot. (ROBERT J. CHADDERDON, ELBE PHOTOGRAPHY)
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Since its founding 71 years 
ago under the care and man-
agement of the Daughters of 
Our Lady of Mercy, Misericor-
dia Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Center in York has emulated 
the healing ministry of Jesus 
by providing compassionate 
care to its residents.  

“Misericordia” itself means 
“heart of mercy.”

The 50-bed facility offers 
24-hour skilled nursing care 
to its residents, who live on 
the first floor of the building 
in east York. And now, on the 
heels of a recent renovation, 
members of the congregation 
of the Daughters of Our Lady 
of Mercy can also find assisted 
living on Misericordia’s sec-
ond floor. 

Members of the religious or-
der had been living at nearby 
Mercy Residence in York, 
which once served as the con-
gregation’s motherhouse. With 
a handful of sisters living there 
in recent years, the congrega-
tion – through the advisement 
of the National Religious Re-
tirement Office in Washing-
ton – elected to sell the build-
ing and make use of the space 
available on Misercordia’s 
second floor.

The remodeled space now 
features seven bedroom suites 
and several bathrooms acces-
sible for people with physi-
cal disabilities, as well as a 
kitchen, living room and office 
space. Renovations also allow 
the sisters to have balcony ac-
cess to Misericordia’s beauti-
ful chapel. 

Bishop Ronald W. Gainer 
celebrated Mass in the chapel 
there on Oct. 4, and blessed the 
renovations, which will serve 
the sisters who live in the con-
vent quarters.

“We are very grateful to 

Convent Quarters at Misericordia Expand  
Assisted Living for Daughters of Our Lady of Mercy

A statue of St. Mary Joseph Rossello, foundress of the Daughters of Our 
Lady of Mercy, stands outside the chapel at Misericordia, as Bishop Ronald 
Gainer enters to celebrate Mass there. St. Mary Joseph Rossello, born in 
Savona, Italy, in 1811, focused her ministry on care for the sick.

Misericordia Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in York reflects the healing ministry of 
Jesus in its care of the men and women who live there. Misericordia administrators 
welcomed Bishop Ronald Gainer there on Oct. 4 for the blessing of renovated convent 
quarters for the Daughters of Our Lady of Mercy.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Bishop Ronald Gainer blesses the  
renovated convent quarters for the 

Daughters of Our Lady of Mercy, located 
on the second floor of Misericordia  
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center.

ity will be undergoing reno-
vations, there are no plans for 
expansion.

“The size of our 50-bed fa-
cility is part of what makes Mi-
sericordia unique, and enables 
us to provide personable care,” 
Sister Claudia said.  “We of-
fer quality care. We receive a 
lot of feeback from residents’ 
families, and from that, we un-
derstand that we are serving 
people in ways that are need-
ed, appreciated and valued.” 

“Our residents are special 
people who need and deserve 
to be cared for in a very special 
way,” she said. “Now, we can 
offer two modes of care for 
them: assisted living for sisters 
on the second floor, and skilled 
nursing for the residents – in-
cluding religious sisters – on 
the first floor.” 

have our bishop here for the 
Mass and to bless the con-
vent,” said Daughters of Our 
Lady of Mercy Sister Claudia 

Mauri, who works in pasto-
ral care at Misericordia. “His 
presence is an affirmation of 
the work that we do in serving 

God’s people.”
Renovations to Misercorid-

ia’s first floor are planned for 
next year. Though the facil-

Sister Mary Grace DeJoseph  
presents the Precious Blood  

to Sister Claudia Mauri  
during Mass in the chapel.
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