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Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Parish in Elysburg revealed two beautiful paintings in a votive area in the church nar-
thex, created by commissioned artist, Father Peter Gray, S.S. The priest, shown with an image of the Blessed Mother 
that he painted for the parish, also has artwork on display at the Nunicature and at the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception in Washington, D.C. See additional coverage on page 11.

Honoring the Queen of the Most Holy Rosary

By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

After several days of animated de-
bate over its official midterm report, 
the Synod of Bishops on the fam-
ily agreed on a final document more 
clearly grounded in traditional Catho-
lic teaching. Yet the assembly failed to 
reach consensus on especially contro-
versial questions of Communion for 
the divorced and civilly remarried and 
the pastoral care of homosexuals.

The synod’s last working session, 
Oct. 18, also featured a speech by Pope 
Francis, in which he celebrated the 
members’ frank exchanges while warn-
ing against extremism in the defense of 
tradition or the pursuit of progress.

Discussions in the synod hall had 
grown heated after the Oct. 13 delivery 
of a midterm report that used strikingly 
conciliatory language toward people 
with ways of life contrary to Church 
teaching, including divorced and civ-
illy remarried Catholics, cohabitating 
couples and those in same-sex unions.

The summaries of working-group 
discussions, published Oct. 16, showed 
a majority of synod fathers wanted the 
final document to be clearer about rel-
evant Church doctrine and give more 
attention to families whose lives exem-
plify that teaching.

The final report, which the pope or-
dered published almost at once after 
the synod’s conclusion, featured many 
more citations of Scripture, as well as 
new references to the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church and the teachings of 
Pope Paul VI, St. John Paul II and Pope 
Benedict XVI.

Synod fathers voted on each of the 
document’s 62 paragraphs. All received 
a simple majority, but three failed to 
gain the two-thirds supermajority ordi-
narily required for approval of synodal 
documents.

Two of those paragraphs dealt with a 
controversial proposal by German Car-
dinal Walter Kasper that would make it 
easier for divorced and civilly remar-
ried Catholics to receive Communion. 
The document noted disagreements on 
the subject and recommended further 
study.

The document’s section on homo-
sexuality, which also fell short of su-
permajority approval, was significantly 
changed from its counterpart in the 
midterm report.

The original section heading – “wel-
coming homosexuals” – was changed 
to “pastoral attention to persons with 
homosexual orientation.”

A statement that same-sex unions can 
be a “precious support in the life of the 
partners” was removed.

The final report quoted a 2003 docu-
ment from the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith: “There are ab-
solutely no grounds for considering 
homosexual unions to be in any way 
similar or even remotely analogous to 
God’s plan for marriage and family.”

Synod Ends by  
Affirming Tradition,  

Leaving Controversial  
Questions Open

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

In front of a congregation at St. Patrick 
Church in Carlisle – where Father Andrew 
J. Fontanella served for 27 of his 58 years as 
a diocesan priest – Father William C. For-
rey, current pastor, said the late priest was 
known as a poet, philosopher, theologian, 
writer, musician, golfer and boater.

But the role of which Father Fontanella 
was most proud was pastor, Father Forrey 
said.

“If anyone had asked him of all the things 
he had done and all the things he was, what 
was the most important thing in his life, his 
answer would have been that he, Andrew J. 
Fontanella, poured out his life as a priest,” 
Father Forrey said in his homily during the funeral Mass 
Oct. 18 at St. Patrick’s.

Father Fontanella, a retired priest of the diocese, died Oct. 
11 at Alice Byrd Tawes Nursing Home in Crisfied, Md. He 
was 86.

Born March 30, 1928, in Patterson, N.J., he was a son of 
Andrew and Lucy Vuolo Fontanella. He attended St. Mi-
chael’s School in Patterson, Don Bosco High School and 
Don Bosco College in Newton, N.J., before entering St. 

Father Fontanella ‘Poured Out His Life as a Priest’

Father Andrew J. Fontanella

Charles Seminary, Overbrook, Pa. He was 
ordained a priest of the Diocese of Harris-
burg by Bishop George L. Leech on May 
10, 1956, at St. Patrick Cathedral in Har-
risburg. 

He served as assistant pastor of St. Fran-
cis of Assisi Parish in Harrisburg (1956-
1959), St. Peter Parish in Mount Carmel 
(1959), Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Parish in Lebanon (1959-1960), Cor-
pus Christi Parish in Chambersburg (1960-
1964), St. Joan of Arc Parish in Hershey 
(1964-1968), and Holy Spirit Parish in Pal-
myra (1968-1972), before being appointed 
as pastor there, a role he served for year be-
fore an assignment to Holy Family Parish 
in Harrisburg from 1973-1976.

In 1976, Father Fontanella began his 27-
year pastorate at St. Patrick Parish in Carlisle, where he 
served until his retirement in June of 2003. He eventually 
moved to Crisfield, Md., where he assisted at several East-
ern Shore parishes.

Father Forrey recalled the story at Father Fontanella 
would tell about his arrival to St. Patrick’s. “He would say, 
‘There was $39 in the bank account, and I had a $5,000 
payroll to meet.’”

He secured a bank loan for St. Patrick’s, and “took a par-
ish that was broke and struggling, and in his 27 years turned 
this parish into a thriving community,” Father Forrey said.

Father Fontanella led the parish in the construction of its 
school in 1986 and its addition ten years later. He also over-
saw the restoration of the parish’s shrine church, and initi-
ated the project to build the Parish Activity Center, which 
was named in his honor during the dedication in the sum-
mer of 2011.

“Countless people say to me that Father Fontanella’s 
More FATHER FONTANELLA, page 8 More SYNOD, page 2
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Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, 
the Vatican spokesman, told reporters 
that the absence of a supermajority in-
dicated a lack of consensus and a need 
for more discussion, but stressed that 
none of the document carried doctrinal 
weight. The synod’s final report will 
serve as an agenda for the October 2015 
world synod on the family, which will 
make recommendations to the pope.

Pope Francis said he welcomed the as-

Synod
Continued from 1

sembly’s expressions of disagreement.
“Personally, I would have been very 

worried and saddened if there hadn’t 
been these temptations and these ani-
mated discussions,” the pope said, “if 
everybody had agreed or remained si-
lent in a false and quietistic peace.”

“So many commentators, or peo-
ple who talk, imagined they saw the 
Church quarreling, one part against the 
other, even doubting the Holy Spirit, 
the true promoter and guarantor of uni-
ty and harmony in the Church,” he said.

While reassuring the assembly that 
the Church’s unity was not in danger, 

Pope Francis warned against several 
temptations that he said had been pres-
ent during the two-week synod.

One of the temptations he cited was 
that of “hostile rigidity” that seeks ref-
uge in the letter of the law, “in the cer-
tainty of what we know and not of what 
we must still learn and achieve.” This 
temptation, he said, is characteristic of 
the “zealous, the scrupulous, the atten-
tive and – today – of the so-called tradi-
tionalists and also of intellectuals.”

Another temptation for the synod fa-
thers, the pope said, was that of “de-
structive do-goodism, which in the 

name of a misguided mercy binds up 
wounds without first treating and medi-
cating them; that treats symptoms and 
not causes and roots. It is the tempta-
tion of do-gooders, of the timorous and 
also of the so-called progressives and 
liberals.”

Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of Lou-
isville, Kentucky, president of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, said 
in a statement that he was “grateful 
that the clarifications and deepening 
of scriptural and theological reflection 
shine consistently” through the final re-
port. “Now the real work begins!”

CNS/PAUL HARING
A tapestry of Blessed Paul VI hangs from the facade of St. Peter’s Basilica during his beatification Mass 
celebrated by Pope Francis in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican Oct. 19. The Mass also concluded the 
extraordinary Synod of Bishops on the family. Blessed Paul, who served as pope from 1963-1978, is most 
remembered for his 1968 encyclical, “Humanae Vitae,” which affirmed the Church’s teaching against artificial 
contraception. 

Pope Beatifies Blessed Paul VI, the ‘Great Helmsman’ of Vatican II
By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

Beatifying Blessed Paul VI at the concluding Mass 
of the Synod of Bishops on the family, Pope Francis 
praised the late pope as the “great helmsman” of the 
Second Vatican Council and founder of the synod, as 
well as a “humble and prophetic witness of love for 
Christ and his Church.”

The pope spoke during a homily in St. Peter’s Square 
at a Mass for more than 30,000 people, under a sunny 
sky on an unseasonably warm Oct. 19.

“When we look to this great pope, this courageous 
Christian, this tireless apostle, we cannot but say in the 
sight of God a word as simple as it is heartfelt and im-
portant: thanks,” the pope said, drawing applause from 
the congregation, which included retired Pope Bene-
dict, whom Blessed Paul made a cardinal in 1977. 

“Facing the advent of a secularized and hostile soci-
ety, [Blessed Paul] could hold fast, with farsightedness 
and wisdom – and at times alone – to the helm of the 
barque of Peter,” Pope Francis said, in a possible allu-
sion to “Humanae Vitae,” the late pope’s 1968 encycli-
cal, which affirmed Catholic teaching against contra-
ception amid widespread dissent. 

The pope pronounced the rite of beatification at the 
start of the Mass. Then Sister Giacomina Pedrini, a 
member of the Sisters of Holy Child Mary, carried up 
a relic: a bloodstained vest Blessed Paul was wearing 
during a 1970 assassination attempt in the Philippines. 
Sister Pedrini is the last surviving nun who attended to 
Blessed Paul.

In his homily, Pope Francis did not explicitly men-
tion “Humanae Vitae,” the single achievement for 
which Blessed Paul is best known today. Instead, the 
pope highlighted his predecessor’s work presiding 
over most of Vatican II and establishing the synod.

The pope quoted Blessed Paul’s statement that he 
intended the synod to survey the “signs of the times” 
in order to adapt to the “growing needs of our time and 
the changing conditions of society.”

Looking back on the two-week family synod, Pope 
Francis called it a “great experience,” whose members 
had “felt the power of the Holy Spirit who constantly 
guides and renews the Church.”

The pope said the family synod demonstrated that 
“Christians look to the future, God’s future ... and re-
spond courageously to whatever new challenges come 
our way.”

The synod, dedicated to “pastoral challenges of the 
family,” touched on sensitive questions of sexual and 
medical ethics and how to reach out to people with 
ways of life contrary to Catholic teaching, including 
divorced and civilly remarried Catholics, cohabitating 
couples and those in same-sex unions.

“God is not afraid of new things,” Pope Francis said. 
“That is why he is continually surprising us, opening 
our hearts and guiding us in unexpected ways. He re-
news us; he constantly makes us new.”
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

At some point in our lives, we experience over-
whelming difficulties. From troubled marriages and 
rebellious children, to anxiety about the loss of a job 
or depression over the death of a loved one, some-
times things just become too much to bear.

Sure, we have our usual coping methods to deal 
with the stress – long walks, reading, yoga class, 
workouts at the gym, or a night out with friends. But 
sometimes those methods aren’t enough, and we need 
some professional help.

Now is a good time to talk.
Catholic Charities offers professional counseling in 

a wide spectrum of areas, tailored to suit each per-
son’s need. Counseling is available for children, ado-
lescents and adults. 

At four offices located in the Diocese of Harrisburg 
(see the locations and contact information in the ac-
companying box), masters-level therapists are ready 
to offer individual, couple, family or parent-child 
counseling sessions.

Often, people can be reluctant to seek counsel-
ing. Maybe they’re unsure about telling someone 
their problems, or worried that “something might be 
wrong” with them because they need some help. 

But mental health is just as important as physical 
health, says Kate Downes, Associate Executive Di-
rector for Catholic Charities’ Outpatient Behavioral 
Services.

“Mental health and wellness is the new focus. 
Wellness refers to the degree to which someone feels 
positive about themselves and life. It’s when an indi-
vidual can realize his or her own abilities, cope with 
the normal stresses of life, work productively and be 
able to make a contribution to his or her community,” 
she said.

“We talk about wellness so we can appreciate that 
– just like our physical wellness – we all need to pay 
attention to our mental health,” she said.

Catholic Charities Counseling Services offer per-
sonal and confidential office settings at their four lo-
cations, with bilingual services in Lancaster.

Their therapists are social workers, counselors, and 

Catholic Charities Counseling Services

Now is a Good Time to Talk about Mental Health and Wellness

Catholic Charities  
Counseling Services

 

psychologists.  Psychiatrists supervise the therapists 
and oversee all client treatment plans. They are board 
certified, and licensed for adults and children.

If you want to talk about your faith during counsel-
ing sessions, the therapists can do that.

“We can help people look at their spiritual life, if 
they wish, as well as the issue that is troubling them,” 
Mrs. Downes noted. “We can take a holistic approach 
to helping people balance their life.”   

But if you would rather not talk about your faith, 
the therapists can honor that request too. They work 
within the framework of Catholic social teaching, and 
are prepared to discuss issues relating to the annul-
ment process and the Church.

Catholic Charities Counseling Services accepts 

Medical Assistance (Medicaid). Those without in-
surance, and those who cannot afford their co-pays, 
are offered a sliding fee scale or discounts for private 
payment. Private insurance is not accepted.

Keeping with Catholic Charities’ mission of serv-
ing everyone, the counseling offices are open to all 
people – regardless of their ability to pay.

“We are able to accept clients regardless of insur-
ance or income because of the support of the annual 
Diocesan Lenten Appeal, the United Way, and dona-
tions to Catholic Charities,” Mrs. Downes said.

Most of us can use some help at some point in our 
life. Often, we find it in our support system of family, 
friends or pastors. But sometimes we need more. 

“If you’ve experienced a major change in your life 
recently, the loss of a loved one, major job change, 
an illness of your own or someone you care for, you 
might be feeling emotional stress, and seeking pro-
fessional help,” Mrs. Downes said.

Catholic Charities’ therapists can also treat chil-
dren and adolescents dealing with stress, anxiety or 
depression. 

Parents might notice a change in their child’s be-
havior, like withdrawal, frequent crying, outbursts of 
anger, or fear of going to school.

“Many kids need help dealing with school stress, 
a major transition, loss or illness in the family, or a 
traumatic event. In these situations, your child might 
want to discuss his or her feelings with a therapist,” 
Mrs. Downes advised. “Be sure to speak to caregivers 
and teachers who interact regularly with your child 
and discuss your concerns with your child’s doctor.”  

“It’s important to know that people, even those 
with the most severe depression, can get better with 
treatment,” she said. “It’s also important to get help 
early.”  

Catholic Charities therapists will work with you to 
help you make lifestyle changes with small, short-
term goals to overcome stress, anxiety, depression or 
other mental health issues.  

Call one of their four offices, listed at left and start 
a conversation with one of the therapists. Now is a 
good time to talk. 

Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

Catholic Charities’ Annual  
“Come and See” Dinner

November 4 at the Cardinal Keeler Center,  
Harrisburg

5:00 p.m. – Reception and Silent Auction
6:00 p.m. – Dinner
7:00 p.m. – Remarks by Bishop Ronald Gainer

All proceeds benefit the residential Homes 
for Healing, located in the St. Samuel Center in  
Harrisburg.

Lourdeshouse Maternity Home provides com-
prehensive maternity care in a loving and secure 
environment for women who have nowhere to turn 
while pregnant.

Evergreen House offers a safe rehabilitation pro-
gram to women who are on the road to recovery.

Interfaith Shelter for Homeless Families keep 
families together in times of crisis and assists them 
in finding permanent housing.

Various sponsorship levels are available, begin-
ning at $100 per person. Dinner donated by 2 Gals 
Catering.

For reservations and special arrangements, con-
tact Christopher Meehan at 717-657-4804, ext. 284, 
or cmeehan@cchbg.org. Learn more about Catho-
lic Charities and the Homes for Healing at www.
cchbg.org.

October 25 – Sacrament of Confirmation, St. Theresa 
Church, New Cumberland, 10 a.m.

October 26 – Sacrament of Confirmation, St. Andrew 
Church, Waynesboro, 2 p.m.

October 27 – Opening Prayer at LARC Day of Dialogue, 
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 9:30 a.m.

October 28 – Blessing of the Lab Learner Room at St. 
Theresa School, New Cumberland, 9 a.m.

October 29 – Catholic Charities Annual Luncheon and 
Board Meeting, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, noon.

October 30 – Keynote Address at York Catholic Business 
Professionals Dinner, York Country Club, 6 p.m.

November 1 – Celebrant and Homilist at Diocesan Mass 
Recognizing Persons with Disabilities, St. Pius X Church, 
Selinsgrove, 5 p.m.

November 2 – Celebrant and Homilist at St. Joseph Par-
ish 150th Anniversary Mass, Hanover, 3 p.m.

November 3 – Sacrament of Confirmation, St. Joseph 
Church, Hanover, 7 p.m.

November 4 – Keynote Speaker at Catholic Charities’ 
Come and See Dinner, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg,5 
p.m.

November 5 – Celebrate Mass and visit Our Lady of 
Lourdes Regional School, Coal Township, 11 a.m.; Cel-
ebrate Mass at Coal Township Prison, 1:30 p.m.

November 6 – Keynote Speaker at St. Thomas More 
Dinner, Allenberry Playhouse, Boiling Springs, 6:30 p.m.

November 7 – Sacrament of Confirmation, Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church, Lebanon, 7 p.m.

November 8 – Sacrament of Confirmation, Our Lady of 
Hope Church, Coal Township, 11 a.m.;  
Attend Holy Spirit Hospital Gala, Radisson Hotel, Camp 
Hill, 6 p.m.

Office Locations

Capital Region 
939 East Park Drive, Harrisburg, PA 17111

717-233-7978

Lancaster
925 North Duke Street, Lancaster, PA 17602

717-299-3659

York
253 East Market Street, York, PA 17403

717-845-2696

Abbottstown
6156 West Canal Road, Abbottstown, PA 17301

717-259-9537

Taking the first step is the hardest 
part. You can get information about 
resources from your primary care pro-
vider or your health insurance carrier.   

October 27
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

The Decree on Ecumenism at 50 Massimo 
Faggioli, Ph.D. Assistant Professor, Depart-
ment of Theology, University of St. Thomas, 
St. Paul, MN

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the 
Second Vatican Council’s historic Decree on 
Ecumenism,  Unitatis  Redintgratio.  This de-
cree, along with the Constitution on the Sa-
cred Liturgy and the Pastoral Constitution on 
the Church in the Modern World, impacted the 
lives of Roman Catholics, Lutherans and Epis-
copalians in ways that we now take for granted. 
Our 2014 LARC Day of Dialogue will be a cel-

ebration of this “golden jubilee” in the life of 
the Church. We are pleased to have the interna-
tionally known speaker, Dr. Massimo Faggioli 
to offer his insights on the formulation of this 
document at Vatican II. Time will also be set 
aside for participants to speak to the ongoing 
relevance of the Vatican II decree as our com-
munities move forward ecumenically.

Cost of the day is $30 for a single registra-
tion, $25 each for two registrations from the 
same parish, and $20 each for three of more 
registrations from the same parish. Register on-
line at www.hbgdiocese.org/LARC2014. 

Correction
A photo of 

Trinity High 
School’s girls’ 
volleyball in the 
October 10, 2014, 
edition, incor-
rectly identified 
Jordan Haas as 
Katie Goyette. 
Both girls are co-
captains on the 
team.

LARC Day of Dialogue



The Eucharist: 
Consecration

By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

Recently, I had an absolutely wonderful experience of attending 
the baptism of a baby. During the ceremony, the presiding deacon 
read from the Gospel of Mark the story of 
the baptism of Jesus. Afterward, he shared 
with the family and friends of those being 
baptized about the amazing grace of this 
sacrament. Because of Baptism, he re-
minded those present, “We have become 
a ‘chosen race, a holy nation, God’s own 
people.’” He went on to explain that all 
the “baptized are members of the Church 
and no longer belongs to himself, but to Him who died and rose for 
us. From now on, he is called to be subject to others, to serve them 
in the communion of the Church.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1268, 1269)

As the Rite of Baptism continued, the words that were spoken by the deacon, di-
rectly taken from the Catechism, reminded me of a reality that we experience every 
time we attend the Mass: “This is my body given for you.” Christ says this to us, and 
we say this to Christ. Allow those words to sink into your brain and your heart.  … 
This is MY body GIVEN for you.  

I could not help thinking of what Raniero Cantalamessa in The Eucharist: Our 
Sanctification, (The Liturgical Press, 1993) writes concerning this idea. During the 
Last Supper, when Jesus took bread and broke it in the midst of his apostles, he was 
“breaking himself, in the sense Isaiah had said of the Servant of God: he was broken 
for our transgressions. (Isaiah 53:5) … He completely gave his human will to the Fa-
ther, overcoming every resistance and repeating to himself these well-known words 
from Scripture: ‘Sacrifices and offering thou has not desired, but a body hast thou 
prepared for me; Lo, I have come to do thy will, O God.’ (Heb 10:5-9) What Jesus 
gave his disciples to eat is the bread of his obedience and his love for the Father.” 
(p. 18) 

He performed this “ritual” of giving of himself before the actual happening. Re-
member that we as humans have a “linear” concept of time. One event follows an-
other. With God, all time is NOW. So since Christ is divine, he can ritualize an event 
before it actually takes place. Remember that the fulfillment of the “ritual” of the 
Last Supper took place during the crucifixion. With this in mind, we can understand 
that there is a never ending link between what happened on Calvary and what hap-
pens on every altar throughout the world. Or, do we really?

Cantalamessa goes on to explain this. “… The Eucharist appears as the center and 
the sun, not only of the Church but of the whole of humanity and the entire inanimate 
universe. (p. 16) The Eucharist makes the Church because it makes her grow not in 
number but makes her grow in likeness to Christ, her head.” Eucharist transforms 
the Church in four distinct ways, by consecration, communion, contemplation and 
by imitation, according to Cantamessa.  Let us focus on consecration for this article.    

What is consecration? According to NewAdvent.com, “Consecration, in general, 
is an act by which a thing is separated from a common and profane to a sacred use, or 
by which a person or thing is dedicated to the service and worship of God by prayers, 
rites, and ceremonies.” What is “consecrated?” During ordination, deacons, priests 
and bishops are consecrated for service to the Church. New churches, chapels, altars, 
chalices and patens are also consecrated. Men and women who take vows of poverty, 
chastity and obedience either in religious life, hermitical life, or in secular institutes 
are also consecrated.  

The words of consecration imbedded within the Eucharistic Prayer that we hear 
at Mass are the heart of the Liturgy of the Eucharist. “In this prayer, the celebrant 
acts in the person of Christ as head of his body, the Church. He gathers not only the 
bread and the wine, but the substance of our lives and joins them to Christ’s per-
fect sacrifice, offering them to the Father.” (United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops: http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/the-mass/order-of-mass/liturgy-
of-the-eucharist/)

If we step back and peel away what we say and do at Mass, we can come to un-
derstand in a much deeper way the profound meaning not only of what Christ did 
and said, but also what and how I am called to carry out His mission as His disciple 
in today’s world.  

Cantamessa puts it this way: “Then I understand that to ‘do’ what Jesus did that 
night, I must, first of all, ‘break’ myself and that is, lay before God all hardness, all 
rebellion towards him or towards others, crust my pride, submit and say ‘yes,’ fully, 
to all that God asks of me. (p. 18) We must die to self. We must will to offer our death 
not only at the moment in which we breathe our last but also our daily “deaths.” 
Humiliations, personal failures, sickness, limits due to age and health, our time, our 
talents our energy and our attention must all be turned over to Him who died for us. 
Though Christ’s offering was a once and done deal, because we are limited in time, 
ours must be repeated and deepened. 

As we live and grow in our understanding of God, we are called to become holy. 
Holiness lies in understanding this profundity not only with our minds and our 
hearts, but with our very body. “Jesus has united me to himself in the most sublime 
and holiest action in history; in the only action really ‘worthy of God,’ worthy of his 
holiness and his majesty. Let the heavens marvel, the earth exult, the angels rejoice, 
the demons tremble: God has obtained what the universe is created for; his plan and 
wish has been fulfilled; nothing could prevent it, not even sin; his creature went 
back to him in a spontaneous gesture of love; he has given in sacrifice what he had 
received from God as a gift.” (Cantamessa, p. 19)

United as a Church with Christ as our head, let us cry out, “This is my body, given 
for you and you and you …”

(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network Coordi-
nator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and a member of the IT Department. An educator 
for 28 years, she is responsible for Professional Development Programs for every 
age learner. Through her presentations, she challenges her audiences to be the indi-
vidual God has called them to be.)
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Thoughts
from a Catholic  

Evangelist
Sister Geralyn 
Schmidt, SCC

In Celebration of Black  
Catholic History Month
Did you know that November is  
Black Catholic History Month?

    In July 1990, the National Black Catholic Clergy Caucus of the 
United States voted to establish November as BLACK CATHOLIC 
HISTORY MONTH, honoring the men and women from Africa who 
pioneered the faith! Many forget that Christianity did not begin in 
Europe. Black Catholics have had a huge impact on the history and 
traditions of Christianity. 

    They chose the month of November because there are several 
dates in that month that are important to Catholics of African descent, 
most especially the death and feast day of Saint Martin de Porres 
(November 3) and the birth of Saint Augustine (November 13), and 
the Church has been celebrating ever since.

November 1 – All Saints Day
This day provides an opportunity to review the lives of hundreds of 
saints of African descent in the first 300 years of the Church

November 2 – All Souls Day
This day offers a remembrance to all those Africans lost to cruel 
treatment in the Middle Passage crossing of the Atlantic Ocean

November 3 – Feast of Saint Martin de Porres
He was canonized by Pope John XXIII on May 16, 1962, becoming 
the first black American saint. He died on November 3, 1639, and 
throughout his life he exemplified God’s love for all people regardless 
of their status or level in society.

November 13 – Commemorates the Birth of Saint 
Augustine of Hippo in 345 A.D.  
He became the first Doctor of the Church from North Africa. His feast 
day is August 28. He was the son of Saint Monica of Hippo, whose 
feast we celebrate on August 27.

In the world today, there are 270 million people of African descent in 
the Roman Catholic Church throughout the world.

Worldwide Count of Black Catholics
•	 Africa = 141 million

•	 Latin America = 105.9 million
•	 Caribbean and North America = 21 million

•	 United States = 3 million

For more information about the diocesan Black Catholic Apostolate, 
please contact:

Gwen Summers at 717-232-6285 or gwmsumm@aol.com

SAVE THE DATE
Diocesan Mass in Celebration of African American  

and African Catholic Faith and Culture

January 18, 2015, at 12:15 PM, at Saint Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg
Bishop Ronald Gainer will be the celebrant and homilist.
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Geisinger Health System and Holy Spirit 
Health System Affiliation Approved

By Lori Moran
Special to The Witness

Employees, physicians, officials and 
guests attended a joining ceremony Oct. 
16 at Holy Spirit Hospital in Camp Hill to 
celebrate Holy Spirit becoming an affiliate 
of Geisinger Health System. The affiliation 
became official earlier this month following 
final approval from the Pennsylvania Attor-
ney General and Pennsylvania Department 
of Health.

The organizations announced the signing 
of a letter of intent in September 2013 and a 
definitive agreement in June, 2014.

“We are pleased to receive the necessary 
regulatory approvals and thank the Attorney 
General and Department of Health for their 
diligent review of this transaction,” said 
Geisinger Health System President and Chief 
Executive Officer Glenn Steele, Jr., MD. 
“We welcome the Holy Spirit team into the Geisinger 

Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick 
 in Harrisburg ~ Spiritual Renewal

The Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick in 
Harrisburg is undertaking a spiritual re-
newal program this fall with the “Christ 
Renews His Parish” process. 

This spiritual renewal calls together 
members of parish to experience per-
sonal conversion and Christian com-
munity. 

It is designed to bring parishioners 
together in Christ, through a clear focus 
on the Gospel and continued growth in 
Christian life through Scripture study, 
prayer, the sacraments and fellowship.

It was introduced at the Cathedral 
Parish by a team of members of St. An-
drew Parish in Newtown, Pa., through a 
weekend experience for men held Oct. 
11 and 12. A weekend for women will 
be offered to Cathedral parishioners on 
Nov. 8 and 9. 

During the weekend experience, 
parishioners have an opportunity to 
examine how they live their Catholic 
commitment to Christ.

Father Thomas Rozman, pastor of 
the Cathedral Parish, participated in 
the men’s weekend, which was held at 
the parish with an overnight experience 
that began Saturday evening and con-
cluded Sunday afternoon. Reflections, 
small group discussions, prayer, Scrip-
ture and liturgy fill the weekend.

“Having experienced it myself, the 
weekend is a wonderful way for people 
to take a look at how important their 
faith is, and where the Lord is calling 
them to continue to grow in their faith,” 
Father Rozman said.

“Christ Renews His Parish” was 
brought to the attention of Father Roz-
man and the parish pastoral council by 

has a 50-year history of providing high qual-
ity, compassionate care, and we are pleased 
to affiliate with an organization that shares 
our commitment to value and doing what is 
right for patients and the community.”

“Our affiliation with Geisinger is tremen-
dous news not only for Holy Spirit, but more 
importantly for the people in our community 
who will benefit from our efforts to provide 
innovative and collaborative medical ser-
vices,” said Sister Romaine Niemeyer, SCC, 
FACHE, Holy Spirit’s Chief Administrative 
Officer. “We, too, thank the Attorney Gener-
al and Department of Health for their review 
and approval.”

Holy Spirit will continue to benefit from 
the expertise of its local board of directors 
and the sponsorship of the Sisters of Chris-
tian Charity, as well as Geisinger’s nation-
ally recognized accomplishments. Represen-
tatives from each organization will sit on the 

Geisinger Health System Foundation and Holy Spirit 
Health System boards of directors.

“It’s time to get to work on implementing evidence-
based medicine programs, enhancing capabilities, fa-
cilities and clinical services, and improving population 
health in the Harrisburg area,” said Dr. Steele.

Geisinger and Holy Spirit are recognized for quality 
care, advanced technology, operational strength and ex-
traordinary physicians and employees, all of which rep-
resent the necessary resources to create an even more 
accessible, efficient and effective healthcare delivery 
system for the region. In addition, Holy Spirit partici-
pates in the Geisinger Health Plan provider network.

The organizations share a number of awards includ-
ing U.S. News and World Report Best Hospitals, Health 
Care’s Most Wired hospitals and health systems, Ad-
vanced Certification for Primary Stroke Centers, Amer-
ican Nurses Credentialing Center Magnet Recognition, 
“A” Hospital Safety Scores by The Leapfrog Group, 
Joint Commission Accreditation/Recognition, 100 
Great Places to Work in Healthcare by Becker’s Hospi-
tal Review, and Blue Centers of Distinction for cardiac 
care, spine surgery, knee and hip replacement.

For more information on Geisinger Health System, 
visit www.geisinger.org. For more information on Holy 
Spirit Health System, visit www.hsh.org.

 (Lori Moran is the Director of Public Relations and 
Marketing for Holy Spirit Health System.)

and Following Jesus” by author Sherry 
Weddell.

“We all strive to get to know what 
our faith teaches and to live according 
to the moral laws of the Church, and 
we always have to ask ourselves, ‘Do I 
have that personal relationship with Je-
sus?’” Father Rozman remarked. “We 
found that ‘Christ Renews His Parish’ 
is a wonderful way for people to exam-
ine that question.”

“Christ Renews His Parish” is a na-
tional renewal. It is introduced from 
one parish to another. Once licensing is 
purchased, it can be implemented how 
parishes see fit.

“I hope the renewal sparks parishio-
ners to become intentional disciples,” 
Father Rozman said. “That involves 
day by day, hour by hour choices to fol-
low Jesus and put his way of life into 
everything we do and everything we 
are.”

PARISH
Spotlight

a parishioner who had experienced it at 
a former parish. The renewal fit hand-
in-hand with the pastoral council’s re-
cent study of the book, “Forming Inten-
tional Disciples: The Path to Knowing 

Father Rozman

Glenn Steele, Jr., MD., PhD., President and Chief Executive Officer of Geisinger Health System, speaks dur-
ing the ceremony at Holy Spirit Hospital in Camp Hill, as Sister Romanie Niemeyer, SCC, Chief Administrative 
Officer of Holy Spirit Health System, Bishop Ronald Gainer and Sister Joan Daniel Healy, SCC, Chairperson 
of the Sisters of Christian Charity Health Care Corporation and Provincial Superior, look on.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Rocco Ortenzio, Executive Chairman of the Select Medical Corporation and 
Sister Joan Daniel Healy, SCC, Chairperson of the Sisters of Christian Char-
ity Health Care Corporation and Provincial Superior, after the ceremony.

family and look forward to working together to benefit 
the people of south central Pennsylvania. Holy Spirit 
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Adoption is a wonderful gift. Though 
sometimes portrayed in negative ways by 
the media, most experiences of adoption 
are beautiful love stories—such as the one 
Jenny* shares below.

My husband Bill and I have been mar-
ried for six years. Having children and 
raising a family had always been our ex-
pectation. By the time we were married, 
most of our siblings and friends already 
had children, so of course we were excited 
and ready to be parents ourselves. We soon 
learned, however, that having children of 
our own might not be so easy. 

We made a few trips to multiple cities to 
be treated by wonderful doctors who have 
helped so many couples conceive, but ev-
erything we tried was unsuccessful. We 
felt so hopeless at times. Words can’t even 
explain this experience of loss.

Fortunately, our marriage only grew 
stronger, because we were there for each 
other and continued to rely on God. This 
didn’t always come easily, but it helped 
that Bill has a great sense of humor, and 
we were able to laugh at some of the crazy 
situations and conversations that come 
with infertility.

Since we knew our chances of becom-
ing pregnant were small, it wasn’t very 
long before we started talking about 
the possibility of adoption. However, it 
wasn’t an easy decision, and I wondered if 
my heart was big enough to love an adopt-
ed child as I would my biological child. 
There were also so many other variables 
to consider, one of which was the expense 
involved, and we had already spent so 
much money on infertility treatments. We 
felt we had no control, but God reminded 
us again that He is always in control and 
that we could trust in Him.

So with prayerful discernment, we de-
cided to start the process of adopting a 
child from Ethiopia. However, after it 
took nearly a year to get on the waiting 
list, the adoption program was put on hold 
for reasons that were unknown to us.

We were so frustrated that we started 
to feel as though maybe we just weren’t 
called to have children. We then heard 

An Adoption Love Story

The Catholic Witness presents here, with permission, one of six articles that are 
part of the USCCB’s Respect Life Program. The program begins anew each year 
on Respect Life Sunday, the first Sunday in October. The program is highlighted in 
liturgies and marked by special events. The USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activi-
ties publishes a program packet each year to call attention to numerous human life 
issues. These materials are especially helpful for priests, parish groups, schools and 
other organizations. Find more information at http://usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/ 
respect-life-program/.

from friends who had adopted a newborn 
baby domestically after only a few short 
months. With this new encouragement, we 
switched gears and decided to adopt do-
mestically, picking a nationwide agency 
rather than a state agency because it is 
usually faster.

We were so excited but also rather 
scared. We would be chosen by a birth-
mother and would be required to send 
pictures and letters to her frequently. Most 
likely, we would talk with the birthmother 
over the phone and meet her at the deliv-
ery. And there was always the chance she 
could change her mind, even days after 
the birth. I didn’t know how I would feel 
about all this and wondered if we were 
setting ourselves up for more heartbreak. 
But all we could do was pray and try to 
leave it in God’s hands.

Four months later, we received a call 
that a birthmother in Florida had chosen 
us. She was seven months pregnant with 
a boy. We couldn’t believe it. We were 
finally going to have a baby. We talked 
with her a couple of times over the phone, 
and I never realized until then how lucky 
I was to marry such a talker, as Bill really 
helped the conversations flow smoothly.

On the birthmother’s due date, we re-
ceived the call that she was in labor. Bill 
and I dropped everything and hit the road to 
Florida to meet our son. Words can’t even 
describe how we felt during that drive. 
We were so excited at the thought that we 
could be driving home with our son, yet at 
the same time we were so scared that we 
may be driving home alone. I wasn’t sure 
we could handle that disappointment, and 
I wondered what she would think of us. 
Would she regret that she chose us? What 
would I say to the woman who was go-
ing to place her child with us? Along with 
these and all the normal fears of becoming 
a parent, I was also afraid that I wouldn’t 
bond with our new son or feel that he was 
ours.

After arriving, we met the birthmother, 
who was still in labor. She was so sweet 
and personable, and we sat with her to 
support her as best we could. A few hours 

later, our son Andrew was born. It was the 
most surreal experience.

We spent the next day and a half with 
Andrew and his birthmother in the hospi-
tal getting to know each other a bit. It was 
hard to know what to say to her, knowing 
she was making the hardest decision of 
her life, knowing the pain she must be ex-
periencing, and feeling that I was the one 
causing this pain. It was such an emotion-
al roller coaster to hold and look at this 
precious baby, wondering if I would really 
be his mother.

Thankfully, the birthmother decided to 
maintain her decision to place her child 
with us. Later that evening, Christmas 
Eve, Bill and I left the hospital with An-
drew. It didn’t take long before there was 
no doubt in our minds that he was our son, 
the greatest gift from God! He really is our 
Christmas miracle.

Andrew is two years old now, and it is 
so clear to Bill and me that God picked 
him for us. We can’t imagine loving a 
child whom we conceived more than we 

love Andrew. It is amazing how he fits 
our personalities so well. More and more 
every day we are so thankful to his birth-
mother for her selfless decision.

It is so hard to express in words what a 
unique experience adoption has been for 
us. It has been quite a journey facing in-
fertility, as well as so many unknowns and 
acts of kindness and sacrifice—all with so 
many emotions—which led to the growth 
of our family. There were times when our 
faith was shaken and we weren’t sure if 
we could handle our cross. But adopting 
Andrew has made us more aware of God’s 
power and of his love for us. We realize 
that he always has a perfect plan for our 
lives.

(*Jenny and Bill (all names have been 
changed for privacy) would like to encour-
age you be open to the gift of adoption. Is 
God calling you to consider adopting a 
child or placing your child for adoption? 
To learn more information, contact Catho-
lic Charities Adoption Services in Harris-
burg at 717-564-7115.)
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‘Pro-Life is Who We are as Followers of Christ,’ 
Father Pavone Tells Respect Life Conference

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Looking at the men and women gath-
ered at the diocese’s Respect Life Con-
ference, Father Frank Pavone, National 
Director of Priests for Life, asked for 
a show of hands from those who have 
ever offered pro-life witness at abor-
tion clinics.

Nearly everyone in the conference 
room at the Cardinal Keeler Center 
raised their hand.

“When we go to pray outside an abor-
tion facility, do we go there to harass 
people, to point fingers of condemna-
tion?” he asked. “No, we are to go there 
to extend hands of mercy, of strength, 
of welcome, of help.”

“We go there not to take people’s 
rights away, but to take their despair 
away and replace it with hope, the hope 
that gives them the courage to say yes 
to life,” he said. “We say to them what 
Jesus says to us, ‘I am with you.’ We 
don’t go there to say, ‘I am against 
you.’ We say, ‘I am with you. Take my 
hand, and let me lift you up to hope, to 
strength.’”

We must offer compassion to the 
women considering abortion, and those 
who work in the abortion industry, so 
that they can find healing, Father Pa-
vone said.

“We need to face the truth that no 
abortion is necessary, and that no abor-
tion is unforgivable,” he remarked.

The conference was hosted Oct. 18 
by the Diocesan Office of Respect Life 
Activities, for which Father Paul CB 
Schenck is Director. The day began 
with Mass celebrated by Bishop Ronald 
Gainer, and featured Father Pavone as 
keynote speaker. It also included work-
shops on sidewalk counseling, pro-life 
options for parents who receive a poor 
prenatal diagnosis, the use of technol-
ogy in pro-life ministry, and end-of-life 
issues.

Teens Carissa Mazeika of St. Co-
lumba Parish in Bloomsburg and Jes-
sica Resuta of Queen of the Most Holy 
Rosary Parish in Elysburg were among 
the participants, and told The Catholic 
Witness that they were seeking to find 
ways to become  more involved in the 
pro-life movement.

“Especially in these past few years, 
I’ve been really involved in the pro-life 
movement as I’ve come to learn more 

and love of neighbor to our neighbors 
who are still in the womb, our neigh-
bors who are at the end of life. We love 
our neighbor and recognize their rights 
by speaking up for those who cannot 
speak for themselves.”

People outside the Church may de-
fine Catholics as “those people who 
oppose abortion,” Father Pavone said. 
“Yes, we are against abortion, but it’s 
not some tangential or fringe part of 
what we believe. It goes to the very 
core of what we believe.”

That Church teaching on the sanctity 
of human life will not change, he said.

“People outside the Church want to 
argue that maybe the Church’s teach-
ings on abortion will change. The 
Church’s teachings about life aren’t 
going to change.” 

“The teaching doesn’t come from 
any man, including the pope,” he said. 
“The teaching we propose, the teach-
ing we believe, comes from God. He 
entrusts it to us.”

Father Pavone commended the ef-
forts of those involved in promoting a 
culture of life through prayer, through 
pro-life witness, and through support 
of pro-life pregnancy centers. He also 
pointed to the ongoing efforts of Priests 
for Life, which works to spur the clergy 
to preach and teach in an effort to end 
abortion and euthanasia; and which 
connects a number of ministries that 
are involved in the pro-life movement. 
These efforts include the Missionaries 
of the Gospel of Life, who live a pro-
life spirituality; Rachel’s Vineyards re-
treats, which offer healing for women 
and men who have lost a child to abor-
tion; and the Silent No More awareness 
campaign through which women and 
men publicly share the wounds they 
experienced after an abortion. Infor-
mation on these and other ministries 
associated with Priests for Life can be 
found at www.priestsforlife.org. 

“We dedicate ourselves to fighting the 
culture of death not wondering ‘if’ we 
will have the victory. We do it knowing 
that we have the victory, even now,” 
Father Pavone concluded. “There is 
still a war to be fought in defending 
life…but the outcome has already been 
decided, because Jesus Christ is Risen. 
Death has been defeated, and the King-
dom of Life is victorious. As we fight 
this very real battle, let us proclaim, 
celebrate and serve the victory.”

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Father Frank Pavone, National Director of Priests for Life, which works to gal-
vanize clergy and faithful in promoting a culture of life, speaks about the pro-life 
movement as spirituality during the diocesan Respect Life Conference in Har-
risburg Oct. 18.

about it,” said Carissa, 17. “I’m here 
today because I want to get practical 
information about how I can become 
involved to speak for those who are de-
fenseless.”

At one of the conference’s display 
tables, Jessica was talking to Carissa 
about the 40 Days for Life campaigns 
that take place in various parishes and 
towns throughout the diocese, typically 
during Lent and in October, which is 
Respect Life Month.

“I think our generation is becom-
ing more of a pro-life generation, and 
so much of that is because of how we 

can reach out with the truth especially 
through our involvement and with so-
cial media. We have to continue in those 
efforts,” said Jessica. The 15-year-old, 
whose parents lead the pro-life minis-
try at her parish, said she’s looking to 
make a difference in promoting a cul-
ture of life.  

In his keynote presentations, Father 
Pavone underscored that “Pro-life is 
not just a cause or a movement, or a 
task. It is a spirituality.”

“It is an aspect of discipleship. It 
is part of who we are as followers of 
Christ,” he said. “When we talk about 
the pro-life movement, we are talk-
ing about applying the love of God 

Lourdeshouse Maternity Home, a ministry of Catholic Charities located at the St. 
Samuel Center in Harrisburg, affirms the dignity of life by supporting mothers and 
their babies, allowing women to say “yes” to life.

Teenagers Carissa Mazeika, left, of St. Columba Parish in Bloomsburg, and Jes-
sica Resuta of Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Parish in Elysburg talk about the 
40 Days for Life campaign, in which participants give peaceful and prayerful wit-
ness to life outside of abortion facilities and collect items to support newborns and 
their mothers.
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death is an end of an era,” Father For-
rey said. “And it is certainly an end of 
an era here, for us who knew and loved 
him.”

Father James O’Brien served with 
Father Fontanella at St. Patrick’s in the 
late 1980s, and recalled the late priest 
for his “excellence in leading people, 
and gaining their confidence.”

“He instilled confidence in people 
in terms of their ability to lead in the 
parish, and that helped St. Patrick’s to 
flourish,” Father O’Brien said. 

“He was comfortable in his own skin. 
People knew that, and therefore relaxed 
around him, both physically and spiri-
tually,” he remarked. “He left a great 

Father Fontanella
Continued from 1

mark at St. Patrick’s because people 
knew that he was making the right de-
cisions for the parish.”

Father O’Brien also spoke of Father 
Fontanella’s prayer life, and his regular 
day trips to Mount St. Mary’s Semi-
nary and the National Shrine Grotto of 
Our Lady of Lourdes in Emmitsburg, 
Md., where he would spend the day in 
prayer.

“He was deeply prayerful,” Father 
O’Brien said. “I had a sense that his 
prayer life was more than people might 
have known.”

Father Fontanella also worked to 
maintain relationships between the 
churches an synagogues in the Carl-
isle area. He was one of the founders 
of the Carlisle Area Religious Council, 
and a member of the Institutional Pas-

toral Review Committee, which over-
sees chaplains at the county home and 
prison. In 1976, he began the Advent 
Rose tradition of the exchange of ros-
es among various churches and syna-
gogues on the third Sunday of Advent, 
Father Forrey noted. 

“When there was trouble, strife, pain 
and woundedness, Father Fontanella 
identified with your pain,” Father For-
rey remarked. “If you lost your parent, 
spouse, sibling or child, his heart beat 
as one with yours. But if it was a time 
to rejoice, he would beam, he would 
preside, arms outstretched…and he 
would smile as only he could.”

Reflecting on the lessons that he 
learned from the beloved priest, Father 
Forrey pointed to one in particular that 
guides him to this day.

“Father Fontanella would say to me, 
‘Bill, remember to just always love the 
people.’

“It seems simple enough,” Father 
Forrey reflected, “but what he was 
saying was, ‘Don’t let your own petty 
agenda get in the way. People don’t 
want judgment or condemnation, they 
want love and guidance. See in all peo-
ple the face of Christ.’”

Father Fontanella was preceded in 
death by his parents and by six siblings. 
He is survived by two sisters-in-law, 
and 20 nieces and nephews. 

Burial was in St. Patrick’s Shrine 
Church Cemetery, Carlisle. 

Letters of condolence may be sent to 
his nephew, Alfred Fontanella, 15 Cen-
tennial Court, Totowa, N.J., 07512.

COURTESY OF JESS AND LUZ SOCRATES, ABBOTTSTOWN
A replica of the Shroud of Turin is unveiled at Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Conewago for a conference led there by Dr. 
John and Rebecca Jackson of the Turin Shroud Center in Colorado Springs. The Knights of Columbus of Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Parish in Abbottstown sponsored the conference earlier this month.

By Mary Klaus
The Catholic Witness

Christianity’s most studied, tested 
and analyzed relic is “without a doubt” 
the burial cloth of Jesus Christ, two 
renowned scientists told about 200 
people recently at a special Shroud of 
Turin conference at the historic Ba-
silica of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in 
Conewago.

“I believe the Shroud of Turin is in-
deed the burial and resurrection cloth 
of Jesus Christ,” said Dr. John Jackson, 
physicist and lead scientist on the 1978 
Shroud of Turin Research Project and 
now director of the Turin Shroud Cen-
ter of Colorado in Colorado Springs, 
Colo. “We got good data and let the 
scientific hypothesis develop from 
that.”

Knights of Columbus Council 13692 
of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
in Abbottstown hosted the two-day 
conference presented Oct. 17 and 18 
by Dr. Jackson and his wife, Rebec-
ca. She is an ethnologist, an expert on 
the first century Jewish background of 
the Shroud and co-founder of the Turin 
Shroud Center of Colorado.

The Shroud of Turin, a linen cloth 
measuring 14 feet, 3 inches by 3 feet 
7 inches, bears the image of a man 
who appears to have suffered physi-
cal trauma consistent with crucifixion. 
Millions believe it is the burial cloth 
which wrapped Jesus’ body after his 
crucifixion and death.

The Shroud is preserved in an under-
ground vault in the Cathedral of Saint 
John the Baptist in Turin, Italy.

Dr. Jackson’s fascination with the 
Shroud began when he was a teenager. 
In 1974, he began seriously studying 
the Shroud. Four years later, he led a 
40-person team of international scien-
tists in a week-long examination of the 
Shroud

He noted that Scripture describes 
how St. Peter and St. John ran to Jesus’ 
tomb after learning that the entrance 
stone had been moved and Jesus’ body 
was missing. There, they saw the buri-
al cloth. 

“John said that he saw the burial 
cloth and believed that Christ had 
risen,” Dr. Jackson said. “Saying he 
saw was giving witness, an act of sci-
ence. Saying he believed was an act of 
faith and religion. Science and religion 
come together at the tomb of Christ.”

Dr. Jackson said that based on cus-

Unveiling the Shroud

Abbottstown Parish Sponsors  
Conference with Shroud of Turin Researchers

toms that later evolved in the Christian 
Church, the Shroud could have been a 
tablecloth used at the Last Supper Je-
sus shared with the Twelve Apostles. 
He said that the practice of placing a 
linen cloth under the Eucharist may 
symbolize that tablecloth used at the 
Last Supper.

Rebecca Jackson said that the 
Shroud is a first century Jewish cloth 
that “without a doubt” was Jesus’ buri-
al cloth. 

Some researchers have said that ra-
diocarbon dating ties the Shroud’s ori-
gin to the 14th century. Other scientists 
refute that, saying that the radiocarbon 
test samples were from a corner of the 
linen repaired centuries later, or that 
contamination from atmospheric car-
bon monoxide rendered the radiocar-
bon findings inaccurate.

Dr. Jackson and other researchers 
from the Shroud Center of Colorado 
have a theory called the “radiation fall-
through hypothesis.”

They have suggested that the body 
wrapped in the Shroud became radi-
ant and mechanically transparent with 
no resistance to the Shroud, which al-
lowed the cloth to collapse and fall 
through the radiant body space due 
to gravity. The then-irradiated Shroud 
aged and the image of the man devel-
oped later.

“People love the Shroud of Turin,” 
said Dr. Jackson, adding that he and his 
wife are Catholic. “Not just Catholics 
love it, but other Christians too.”

Luz Socrates of Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Parish in Abbottstown, local 
conference coordinator, said that some 
people are “Shroud enthusiasts” with a 
serious interest and knowledge about 
the Shroud. She said others are devot-
ed to “the holy face of Jesus and would 
like to know more.”

Still others, she said, gained their 
Shroud knowledge from documen-
taries and reading and want to learn 
about it from the experts.

“The attendees are mostly Catholic, 
most from parishes outside Hanover,” 
she said. “There are some Protestants 
too.”

The Jacksons founded the Turin 
Shroud Center of Colorado, where he 
continues researching the Shroud, pub-
lishing his findings, and educating the 
public on scientific data and forensic 
evidence about the cloth.

Over the years, they have given their 
faith-based Shroud of Turin program 
from Italy to Israel, from Chili to Cuba 
and in many other nations. They recent-
ly returned from Norway, where they 
presented the conference to more than 
200 people. 

Both Jacksons are graduates of the 
four-year Catholic Biblical School 
and the two-year Catholic Catecheti-
cal School, both in the Archdiocese of 
Denver. In 2007, both were invested 
into the Equestrian Order of the Holy 
Sepulcher of Jerusalem.

(Mary Klaus is a freelance reporter 
for The Catholic Witness.) 
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Lancaster Catholic’s Elizabeth “Lil” Veronis, in play for the District 3 AA singles tennis championship, which she won earlier this month. She is joining teammates in 
state competition this month.

From Our Lady of Lourdes Regional School

Selina Albert, a freshman student at Our Lourdes 
Regional School in Coal Township, excels in the 
classroom and in athletic competition.

She is a member of the Saint Bernadette Chapter 
of the National Junior Honor Society at Our Lady 
of Lourdes, and is active in many community proj-
ects while maintaining academic excellence. She is 
a committed and dedicated practicing Catholic, and 
a young lady who lives her faith, demonstrates her 
dedication to the Catholic Church and its teachings, 
and who, at a young age, believes in service to oth-
ers and unselfishly shares of her time and talents for 
honorable and worthy endeavors. 

Selina is a role model for others, whether play-
ing sports or participating in noble activities such 
as SADD, Respect Life, or Girls Action League. 
Academically, she excels in her assigned studies, 
and serves on the staff of the school yearbook. 

This year, Selina is participating in the Stock 
Market Game, which is sponsored by Economics 
Pennsylvania. Each summer, Economics Pennsyl-
vania seeks out an outstanding high school student 
and offers them an internship working within their 
organization. This year, Selina has been offered 

Lancaster Catholic Nets  
Berths in State Tennis

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Elizabeth “Lil” Veronis is a textbook example of progres-
sion. 

In District 3 AA singles tennis competition, the Lancaster 
Catholic standout finished third as a sophomore, earned sil-
ver as a junior, and finished her championship ladder climb 
to capture gold here in her senior year.

Veronis won the singles title Oct. 13 at Hershey Racquet 
Club, topping Berks Catholic’s Lin Robertson 6-4, 2-6, and 
6-4. She will enter the PIAA state tennis singles tournament 
when it begins its two-day event on Oct. 31.

Three days after earning district gold for herself, Veronis 
joined her fellow Crusaders on the courts for a match-up 
against AA tennis powerhouse Wyomissing. Last year, the 
Crusaders won the school’s first team title in district tennis, 
but this year, Wyomissing returned to its championship sta-
tus, topping Lancaster Catholic 3-2 in the finals on Oct. 16.

Scoring was tight between the two teams, with the Cru-
saders winning singles matches by Veronis and senior class-
mate Rachel Fazzini. But the top-seeded Spartans dominated 
doubles play, and clinched points in the number three singles 
match to eventually take district gold.

At press time on Oct. 21, Lancaster Catholic was head-
ing to the first round of state team tennis competition, with 
a match against the Lehigh Valley’s Moravian Academy, the 
number one seed from District 11.

Lourdes Student-Athlete Exels  
in the Classroom and in Sports

that opportunity.
Selina is the first student intern selected from the 

anthracite region, and will begin her duties follow-
ing the conclusion of the current school year. 

Selina is also an accomplished athlete. She placed 
second in golf in the Schuylkill League Girls’ Cham-
pionship. The Schuylkill League is comprised of 22 
public and private schools representing Schuylkill, 
Carbon and Northumberland Counties. Her season-
al average in golf was 98.6. Selina qualified for the 
District IV individual championship and advanced 
to the second round of District IV playoffs, narrow-
ly missing an advance to the Eastern Regional by 
just one stroke.

In soccer, Selina led the team with 12 goals, play-
ing center forward. She played junior high basket-
ball the previous season, averaging 11.3 points per 
game as a seventh grader, and 11.8 points per game 
as an eighth grader, also leading the team with 21 
three-pointers. Selina will be a candidate for the pe-
rennial power of District IV Basketball Class A as a 
guard or forward.

She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Al-
bert of Shamokin. Her younger sister, Alessandra 
Albert, also attends Our Lady of Lourdes Regional 
School.Selina Albert
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I have a very clear memory of my 
CCD class (now more commonly re-
ferred to as Religious Education) when 
I was in eighth grade. I remember the 
teacher asking us to bring in a song 
about Jesus. The song I chose was 
“Spirit in the Sky” by Norman Green-
baum. I remember the instructor’s face 
when my song began to play – some 
confusion first, and then a bit of humor 
once he recognized the song. I’m sure 
now that my instructor probably meant 
something different with his request. 
The song was actually written by a 
Jewish man who wanted to sell Gospel 
music.

So what does this have to do with Re-
ligious Education? For me, it points out 
how much the catechesis of youth has 
changed! The youth today are given 
many incredible ways to bring Christ 
into their lives. Now, when I attend 
youth events and hear them singing 
along with amazing music about God, 
I actually get a little jealous. And upon 
visiting Richard Groff, the Director of 
Religious Education at St. Joseph Par-
ish in Mechanicsburg, and a classroom 
there, I see how much has changed 
since my time of continuing Catholic 
education. 

Mr. Groff has been involved in reli-
gious education in one form or another 
for more than 30 years. He continues to 
share his time with the youth program 
at Holy Trinity Parish in Columbia, 
where he grew up and grew in his own 
faith. 

He has taught at different colleges, 
but always felt a pull toward religious 
education. “I would spend more time 
preparing for my religious education 
lessons, for which I was a volunteer. 
I had a passion for this,” he told The 
Catholic Witness “My faith is so im-
portant to me. It’s been a gift given to 
me from my parents and grandparents, 

Confirmation is Not Graduation

Catechists Plant Seeds for Life

and to be able to share it with other 
people is truly a blessing.” 

Though he credits a strong Catholic 
upbringing in the faith, he also reflects 
about the influence of Sister Anna Cos-
grave, OSF, from Holy Trinity. “She 
has been a great inspiration to my spiri-
tual life, just seeing her vocation and 
how she so beautifully reflects Christ to 
everyone she comes into contact with,” 
he said. She’s a very special person and 
certainly that has a great impact on me 
and my on my spiritual life, too.”

Catechists play an important role in 
the lives of the children they meet, just 
as Sister Anna did for Mr. Groff. As she 

has been able to share a special part of 
her vocation with the youth around her, 
Mr. Groff also plays an important role 
as a male catechist. So often these roles 
are filled or even sometimes assumed 
as one for women. Mr. Groff encour-
ages males to be involved as catechists. 
He expressed that it is important for 
young people to see men who are en-
thusiastic about their faith and share it; 
that it is not just limited to clergy.

There are married couples who serve 
together as catechists, too. 

At Mary, Mother of the Church Par-
ish in Mount Joy, Bob and Mary Jakiel-
ski have been working together as reli-

gious educators since the 1990s. 
They see parish life as a way to con-

nect parishioners as a family, and work 
in their efforts as catechists to bring 
that full circle. “As any director of reli-
gious education will tell you, this isn’t 
just about the kids, it’s about the fam-
ily,” Mrs. Jakielski said.

Mr. and Mrs. Jakielski even encour-
age students who study at a Catholic 
school to still attend religious education 
because they feel it unites the church 
as a community. Mrs. Jakielski noted, 
“It’s much easier for [Catholic school 
students] to be involved with the parish 
because a lot of times all their activi-
ties are at the school and they forget to 
be involved at the parish. And, it helps 
with the adults because kids bring the 
adults.”  

Mr. Jakielski said religious educa-
tion is life changing. “It’s a life choice 
if you’re going to be a disciple or not. 
It’s not a class, it’s not something you 
get an A, B, or C for. It’s something you 
assimilate and you take into your life.” 

Receiving the Sacrament of Confir-
mation does not equate to graduation 
from a religious education program, 
the catechists point out. 

“The standard attitude is that after 
Confirmation, young people don’t have 
to come back to the church. That’s not 
so. We try to plant as many seeds as we 
can” to help them continue to grow in 
the faith, Mr. Jakielski said. 

Mr. Groff remarked, “I always tell the 
children this is a lifelong process, espe-
cially our eighth graders. Confirmation 
is a Sacrament of Initiation. We are just 
beginning with our Catholic faith.” 

“We wouldn’t stop at eighth grade in 
any other subject matter to function in 
society,” he said. “Today we advance 
to many other degrees. Why not with 
our faith?” 

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Mary and Bob Jakielski of Mary, Mother of the Church Parish in Mount Joy, with religious education students Kevin Padilla, 
Nick Nolt, David Gladfelter, Javier Cisernos, Douglas Preston, Issy Solano, and Alexandra Solano.

Richard Groff engages students in the religious education program at St. Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg.



October 24, 2014 • The
 Catholic Witness - 11 

By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness

On the feast day of St. Luke, Oct. 18, Queen of the 
Most Holy Rosary Parish in Elysburg revealed beau-
tiful portraits of the Blessed Mother and St. Joseph 
with the Christ Child.

In his homily during the celebration of Mass to 
bless the artwork, Bishop Ronald Gainer said that 
he found it to be a fitting day to celebrate a commis-
sioned artist, Father Peter Gray, S.S. who created the 
two portraits.

St. Luke is known as the first painter of icons, and 
it is said that he created the first portraits of Mary and 
Joseph. Making it more fitting, the parish revealed 
the paintings – a portrait of the Blessed Mother hold-
ing a Rosary and another of Joseph and the Christ 
Child – that same day.

Father Gray is a full time artist whose work of 
Saints John XXIII and John Paul II are on display at 
the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 
in Washington, D.C. Another grand accomplishment 
includes a portrait of Pope Francis displayed in the 
Hall of Popes at the Nunciature [Vatican Embassy] 
located in Washington. These are just samples of his 
résumé, and so it is a great privilege for Queen of 
the Most Holy Rosary Parish to display his artwork.

    The lifelike portraits of the Blessed Mother and of 
St. Joseph and Christ are prominent in the narthex of 
the church. Just after the Communion Prayer, Bishop 
Gainer, Father Alfred P. Sceski, pastor, Father Gray, 
Father Raymond Orloski, and Father William Havi-
land, a priest in residence at the parish, walked to the 
narthex for a blessing of the paintings. Parishioners 
watched from their seats as Bishop Gainer prayed 
over the paintings and incensed them. 

“The paintings are exactly what I had hoped for,” 
said Father Sceski, who had several e-mail and 
phone conversations about the portrait of Mary with 
the artist. 

“This was an act of faith,” said Father Gray, who 
explained that the only specific information he was 
given was that Father Sceski wanted Mary to have a 
silver crown. The rest was left up to the artist. “The 
portrait had to be unique, appropriate and tradition-

Queen of the Most  
Holy Rosary Reveals  

Spiritual Artwork during Mass
al,” three important components to the piece, he said.

Father Gray explained the five roses in the portrait 
of Mary symbolize the decades of the Rosary. He 
also painted a traditional cloak that would have been 
seen on a woman in the Middle East. The blue he 
chose for her cloak was a gift of the Holy Spirit; it 
matched the exact blue that Father Sceski had hoped 
for. Once the painting was complete, the parish re-
alized it had another wall that would need compli-
mented. Father Gray suggested a painting he had in 
his portfolio, of St. Joseph and Christ as a child. He 
explained he has Christ in a red tunic because it is a 
symbol of his pre-suffering. He also used a simple 
wooden cross on top of the earth to represent Jesus 
and Joseph as carpenters. 

Father Gray was recently diagnosed with dry eye 
disease, and says he feels blessed to have been com-
missioned and will continue to create work as long 
as he can.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Maria Resuta, Nauhtaya Russell-King and Tasmiya 
Russell-King serve during the Mass celebrated by 
Bishop Ronald Gainer on Oct. 18 prior to the blessing 
of the new paintings.

Bishop Ronald Gainer blesses the votive area in the narthex at Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Church in 
Elysburg, assisted by altar server Joseph Lobos, as Father Alfred Sceski, pastor, looks on.

St. Joseph with 
the Christ Child, 
and the Queen 
of the Most Holy 
Rosary, painted 
by Father Peter 
Gray, S.S.
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Court’s Pass on Same-Sex Marriage  
Rulings Leaves Plenty of Questions

By Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service

When the Supreme Court declined to review the appeals on 
rulings striking down same-sex marriage bans as unconstitu-
tional, many people were left second-guessing why this hap-
pened and what it means for the future of same-sex marriages 
and bans on such marriages.

The high court’s action – or more accurately, inaction – gave 
the immediate go-ahead for same-sex marriages to take place 
in Indiana, Oklahoma, Utah, Virginia and Wisconsin, where the 
lower courts’ rulings against bans on such marriages will stand. 
It also cleared a path for same-sex marriages in six other states 
within the jurisdictions of these federal circuit courts.

Although the implications of the high court’s move on the 
first day of its new session were fairly far-reaching, opponents 
of same-sex marriage and its supporters – for different reasons 
– were not satisfied.

“Millions of Americans had looked to the court with hope 
that these unjust judicial decisions might be reversed,” said an 
Oct. 6 statement from the chairmen of two U.S. bishops’ com-
mittees.

“The Supreme Court’s action fails to resolve immediately 
the injustice of marriage redefinition, and therefore should be 
of grave concern to our entire nation,” said Bishop Richard J. 
Malone of Buffalo, New York, chairman of the Committee on 
Laity, Marriage, Family Life and Youth, and Archbishop Salva-
tore J. Cordileone of San Francisco, chairman of the Subcom-
mittee for the Promotion and Defense of Marriage.

While Catholic teaching opposes discrimination against ho-
mosexuals, theCchurch holds that homosexual acts are always 
immoral and that marriage can only be a union between one 
man and one woman.

Supporters, pleased by the signal the court seemed to be 
sending, still wished the judges had been more definitive and 
state outright that not allowing same-sex couples to marry is 
discrimination and therefore unconstitutional.

The high court’s failure to take up same-sex marriage led to 
plenty of changes at the lower court level and some confusion.

On Oct. 7, the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals struck down 
same-sex marriage bans in Idaho and Nevada. Then Supreme 
Court Justice Anthony Kennedy temporarily blocked same-sex 
marriages in Idaho and Nevada but lifted the stay for Nevada 
after a request from state officials. Late on Oct. 10, Kennedy 
lifted Idaho’s stay, and at least one Idaho county began issuing 

licenses that afternoon.
Two days later, the attorney general of West Virginia said 

the state’s ban on same-sex marriage was no longer defensible, 
while officials in South Carolina, North Carolina, Kansas and 
Wyoming vowed to fight to keep a ban in their states in effect. 
However, by Oct. 13, some North Carolina counties began is-
suing marriage licenses to same-sex couples.

Other states also were on the brink of allowing same-sex 
marriages.

U.S. District Court Judge Timothy Burgess in Alaska ruled 
Oct. 12 that same-sex marriages could proceed there. Gov. Sean 
Parnell said the state would appeal. That appeal would go to 
the same 9th Circuit Court that struck down the Idaho and Ne-
vada bans. Alaska has a three-day waiting period for marriage 
licenses once the applications are submitted. The Associated 
Press reported applications would be accepted beginning Oct. 
13, which is not observed as a state holiday in Alaska.

In Arizona, which also is in the 9th Circuit, a District Court 
judge gave the parties in two lawsuits challenging the state’s 
ban until Oct. 16 to file briefs explaining why the prohibition 
should or should not stand. U.S. District Judge John Sedwick 
issued an order Oct. 9 saying he thinks the circuit court ruling 
applies to Arizona’s ban and gave the parties challenging the 
ban, and the private firm, Alliance Defending Freedom, which 
is defending the state’s law, one week to respond. 

The University of Notre Dame announced Oct. 8 that it would 
extend benefits to all legally married spouses of employees, in-
cluding same-sex spouses, the South Bend Tribune reported.

A fair number of people also took on the role of Monday 
morning, or in this case, Monday afternoon or Tuesday morning 
quarterback, trying to second-guess what the Supreme Court 
justices were thinking and what their next moves might be.

Since the justices did not issue any comments when they de-
clined to hear the same-sex marriage cases, a lot of weight was 
suddenly given to what at least one justice, Ruth Bader Gins-
burg, has recently said publicly on the issue.

When asked in September at the University of Minnesota 
Law School how the court might rule on same-sex marriage, 
she pointed out that “there is no need for us to rush to step in” 
since the federal appeals courts ruled the same on the issue, 
calling it unconstitutional to ban same-sex marriages.

She said the high court would be more apt to weigh in if 
another circuit court, such as the 6th Circuit, rules differently, 
setting up a discrepancy among the lower appeals courts.

And that could happen sooner than later, even this year, said 

Steve Woolpert, political science professor and dean of liberal 
arts at St. Mary’s College of California in Moraga. He told 
Catholic News Service that the 6th Circuit might rule differ-
ently on upholding a ban, but added that it would have to come 
up with a persuasive and legitimate argument to justify it that 
none of the other circuit courts have raised.

Meg Penrose, professor of constitutional law at Texas A&M’s 
University School of Law – who has followed oral arguments 
in the 6th Circuit and practiced in the 5th Circuit – similarly 
predicted that one of those courts “will give a contrary ruling” 
that will spur the Supreme Court to act.

She said she likes that the court is staying out of a conten-
tious cultural issue but said she is “sad, troubled and frustrated 
that it is steering clear of constitutional issue” and allowing it 
instead to be figured out “in patchwork” fashion with federal 
courts, not states, determining the law.

She said the appeals that were before the Supreme Court 
were “well briefed and very clear,” which makes it all the more 
perplexing as to why they chose not to hear them.

“There is no way to read the Supreme Court tea leaves. They 
operate with great anonymity above the political fray, which is 
good.” But she still wants them to shed some clear light espe-
cially when “laws are changing so quickly they are trying to 
catch up to the laws on the ground.”

Woolpert similarly pointed out how the laws and public opin-
ion on this issue are changing.

“No one decision settles things,” he said, noting that laws 
on same-sex marriage have become “starting points” for either 
setting limits or establishing further expansion.

He also predicts a lot more public deliberation particularly 
among religious groups and political leaders and candidates, 
noting “the momentum will continue to expand.”

And although public sentiment isn’t a basis for the court’s 
opinion, John Vile, dean of the University Honors College at 
Middle Tennessee State University and co-editor of the Ency-
clopedia of the First Amendment, said it does come into ac-
count.

For example, he cited Loving v. Virginia, a 1967 case where 
the Supreme Court outlawed a state law against interracial mar-
riage, “but only after most other states had already done so.”

“The court doesn’t usually count noses, but it does some-
times seek to smooth out what appear to be anomalies in 
states,” he said. 

CNS/CHRISTOPHER BLACK, WHO, HANDOUT VIA REUTERS
Health workers wearing protective equipment hold hands as they pray at the start 
of their shift before entering the Ebola treatment center in Monrovia, Liberia. 

U.S. Catholic Health Care Workers,  
Dioceses Respond to Ebola Crisis

By Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service

Tabiri Chukunta has been trying to get the 
word out to the West African community in 
New Jersey that their families and friends in 
Liberia need to put on hold, at least tempo-
rarily, cultural traditions of greeting people 
affectionately and washing bodies of the 
dead.

For now, Chukunta, executive director of 
community outreach at St. Peter’s Universi-
ty Hospital in New Brunswick, New Jersey 
– a long way from his Nigerian homeland 
– feels the educational campaign has been 
effective.

As he put it: “cultural responses have 
been sustained for now” particularly as peo-
ple begin to understand that avoiding certain 
practices can save lives.

Since a Sept. 12 meeting at the Catholic 
hospital of local West African community 
leaders and officials from the New Jersey 
Department of Health, the consistent mes-
sage has been the need to take precautions 
against the spread of Ebola.

That means being alert to symptoms of 
the disease and being aware of the health of 
others especially when traveling to West Af-
rica or being in contact with those who have 
recently traveled there.

As he sees it, those traveling and those 
welcoming guests have been “equally cau-
tious” because “everybody is trying to pro-
tect everybody.”

And with recent cases of Ebola in the 
United States, Chukunta said he is now get-
ting calls from family members in Nigeria 
urging him to be careful.

“Ebola is human problem, not a West Af-
rican problem that all of us united can eradi-
cate,” he told Catholic News Service Oct. 
17.

Chukunta, who has been with St. Peter’s 
for 30 years after starting there as a secu-

rity guard, said he is proud of the hospital 
for “staying in front of this” disease that has 
gained worldwide attention.

Being in front – either with discussions of 
cultural practices or medical precautions – 
seems key to curbing Ebola’s spread.

Dr. Robert Heaney, associate dean for 
clinical affairs at St. Louis University School 
of Medicine, said hospitals need to “screen 
for risk as far forward as possible” – not af-
ter someone has been sitting in the waiting 
room for a while. Which means, questions 
asked at the emergency rooms’ registration 
desks need to determine if someone is an 
Ebola risk and if so that person should be 
immediately isolated.

He said it’s important to be sure the entire 
hospital staff knows that there are risks – not 
only of Ebola, but flu viruses, hepatitis B, 

HIV infections and MERS, which is a viral 
respiratory illness – that are to be taken seri-
ously.

Heaney, who is on the planning team for 
the Ebola response for SLUCare, the clini-
cal arm of the St. Louis University School 
of Medicine, said he cannot emphasize 
enough with students and residents the need 
to practice using protective gear in caring 
for infectious patients – particularly putting 
it on and taking it off.

The first time this gear is worn should not 
be when caring for an infectious patient, he 
told CNS Oct. 17.

He also stressed that nurses, on the front 
lines, especially need proper training.

“We always need to be vigilant and we al-
ways need to be prepared,” he added.

On the side of vigilance, the dioceses of 

Dallas and Fort Worth, Texas, have issued 
guidelines for liturgies because of concerns 
about the flu and Ebola viruses. The two 
recent cases of Ebola in the state involved 
nurses working with a patient who died of 
Ebola at Texas Health Presbyterian Hospital 
in Dallas.

One of the nurses, Nina Pham, grew up 
attending Our Lady of Fatima Parish in Fort 
Worth, but has not been to that church re-
cently. She is currently receiving care at the 
National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, 
Md. The other nurse, Amber Vinson, is cur-
rently hospitalized in Atlanta.

Pat Svacina, director of communications 
for the Diocese of Fort Worth, pointed out 
that the guidelines were the same as those 
issued by the diocese during previous flu 
outbreaks. The liturgical adaptations urge 
Catholics not to hold hands while saying the 
Our Father or to shake hands during the sign 
of peace. It also asked parishes not to dis-
tribute wine from the Communion chalice.

A statement from the Diocese of Dallas 
urged parish priests to use common sense 
and carefully wash their hands and Commu-
nion vessels. It said parishes did not need to 
refrain from using the Communion chalice, 
but individuals should not receive the con-
secrated wine if they do not feel well.

The Dallas statement said that holy wa-
ter and baptismal fonts do not pose a threat 
for Ebola transmission since the virus is not 
transmitted through water but said the fonts 
should be kept clean.

Dallas Bishop Kevin J. Farrell wrote in 
his Oct. 15 blog that he was praying for 
the two nurses and their families and said 
the situation is a reminder of the “countless 
hours of selfless service that nurses, doctors 
and other health care professionals and in-
stitutions provide in protecting us and our 
community.”

“This is a time for our community to re-
spond with calmness and compassion,” he 
added. 
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Giving Adults with  
Cognitive Disabilities  

Time to Connect with God
By Jean Peerenboom
Catholic News Service

 Everyone needs the time and space to connect with 
God. Adults with cognitive disabilities find this space 
at a one-day retreat designed for them by some special 
people in the Diocese of Green Bay.

The retreat is for adults and these folks are treated 
like adults, but the activities are designed to meet their 
needs.

“I believe you treat people at their age level, not their 
cognitive level,” said Deacon Bill Burkel, who retired 
this fall as retreat director after 15 years.

“I’ve had the opportunity to spend a lot of time with 
some really great people. You can’t sell short what they 
are able to give to our community,” he told The Com-
pass, the diocesan newspaper. “They give just by who 
they are. We need to recognize the presence of God in 
them.”

A recent retreat held at St. Katharine Drexel Church 
in Kaukauna, Wis., had as its theme “Will You Wash 
My Feet?” It was developed around the song “Washing 
Feet,” which is used during liturgies at Prince of Peace 
Church in Green Bay, where he serves as deacon.

“These retreatants are called to service just like the 
rest of us. I developed it around the song, which ends 
with ‘washing the feet of our neighbor ... love to all at 
our door,’” Deacon Burkel explained.

Nicole DeRuyter of De Pere, Wis., leads the music 
for the retreats and has been involved for about three 
years. “Music reinforces what they are learning about 
in another format,” she noted. “It gives us the oppor-
tunity to praise together and enjoy each other’s gift of 
music.”

The retreats started in the early 1980s, said Susan 
Perrault, who was a consultant at the time with Green 
Bay’s diocesan Stewardship and Pastoral Services. 
They were begun to give “a respite for families caring 
for adults with developmental disabilities,” she said. 
Initially they were held over two nights but over time 
became a day of reflection.

Perrault invited Deacon Burkel to get involved in 
1999. He had a background working with people with 
disabilities as part of a Green Bay outreach called the 
Katie Beckett Program. It allows certain children with 
long-term disabilities or complex medical needs who 
live at home with their families to obtain a Wisconsin 
Medicaid card.

Succeeding the deacon as retreat director is Laura 
Kacala, a member of St. Katharine Drexel Parish and a 
three-year member of the retreat board.

Kacala brings personal experience to the position, 
too. Her late brother Bill had cognitive disabilities.

“Forty-seven years ago,” she explained, “I had a 
brother born with what they called ‘mental retardation’ 
back then. I grew up knowing Bill as a very special 
person. He made us who we are today.”

“He loved unconditionally; he couldn’t do enough to 
take care of us,” she said. “He was institutionalized; he 
lived in group homes. When he passed away five years 
ago, it left a big hole.”

“I am living the life my brother gave me. I make him 
a part of my everyday life,” she added.

The retreats, which are nondenominational Christian, 
are something “very much needed in our society,” said 
Kacala.

    “Our folks see the positive and joy in everyday 
living. These retreatants have very active lives – jobs, 
family, friends. Everyone is here because they want to 
be here and to learn about the Scriptures. They share 
their encounters with Christ. We all need to do that,” 
she added.

Deacon Burkel said the retreats follow the Cursillo 
model, using input, posters and skits to reinforce the 
idea of service to others.

As Deacon Burkel was ending his tenure as retreat di-
rector, he cited the U.S. bishops’ 1978 “Pastoral State-
ment on People With Disabilities.”

It says: “People with disabilities are not looking for 
pity. They seek to serve the community and to enjoy 
their full baptismal rights as members of the Church. 
Our interaction with them can and should be an affir-
mation of our faith. There can be no separate Church 
for people with disabilities. We are one flock that serves 
a single shepherd.”

(Peerenboom writes for The Compass, newspaper of 
the Diocese of Green Bay.) 

Holiday Craft Shows and Bazaars
Corpus Christi Parish in Chambersburg will hold 

its Holiday Craft Fair, sponsored by the Parish Coun-
cil of Catholic Women, on Nov. 1 from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 
in the parish center. There are 22 vendors with a variety 
of unique hand-sewn items, crafts, jewelry, home decor, 
baked goods, A&B Religious Shop and much more. En-
joy lunch and dessert from 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. For more 
information, contact Kathy at 717-352-7354. 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in 
Lebanon will host a Christmas bazaar on Nov. 1 from 8 
a.m.-2 p.m. at St. Mary’s Parish Center. Handmade items, 
gifts, baskets, jewelry and breakfast and luncheon menu.

St. Joan of Arc Council of Catholic Women’s an-
nual Christmas Bazaar will be held Nov. 1 from 8 a.m.-2 
p.m. in the cafeteria of St. Joan of Arc School in Her-
shey. Grandma’s attic treasures, flea market, baked 
goods, jewelry, crafts, religious items, Christmas deco-
rations and toys. Chances will be sold to win baskets of 
unique gifts. Breakfast and lunch will also be available. 

Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg will hold 
its Holiday Craft Show on Nov. 1 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 
in the school gym. The show will feature vendors and 
home-made items to purchase for Christmas gifts. The 
kitchen will be open.

Mary, Gate of Heaven Parish in Myerstown will 
hold a vendor and craft show on Nov. 1 from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. Free admission.

Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary School 
in McSherrystown will host its annual Christmas ba-
zaar Nov. 1 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., with breakfast and lunch 
served by Peg Staub and crew. Fall decorations, Christ-
mas crafts, filled baskets, raffle items, silent auction, out-
door decorations, vendors and handmade furniture. 

St. John Neumann Parish in Lancaster will hold its 
annual Christmas Bazaar, “All That Glistens,” on Nov. 7 
from 9 a.m.-8 p.m., and Nov. 8 from 9 a.m.-noon. Hand-
crafted items, aprons, baby blankets and totes, Christmas 
decorations, ornaments, angels, Santas, snow people, 
floral decorations and a chance tree. The kitchen will be 
open Friday or breakfast, lunch and dinner. For informa-
tion, call the church at 717-569-8531.

St. Benedict the Abbot Parish in Lebanon will hold 
their annual Holiday Bazaar on Nov. 8 from 8 a.m.-1 
p.m. Theme baskets raffle, pierogies, halushka, halupki, 
homemade soups, fried rice, egg rolls, empanadas, ta-
cos, nut rolls, cookies, cakes, pies and the homemade 
candy selection, raisin clusters, peanut butter balls, white 
chocolate with peppermint or pretzels and more. Some-
thing for everyone at our craft table and white elephant 
table. 

St. Anthony of Padua Parish in Lancaster will host 
its 29th annual Christmas Bazaar Nov. 8 from 8 a.m.-2:30 
p.m. in the cafeteria at Resurrection Catholic School. 
The theme is “Making Memories.” The Christmas Ba-
zaar is unique in that there are no vendors selling their 
crafts. All items for sale are either made or donated by 
parishioners or local businesses. Food, crafts, holiday 
decorations, gifts, wreaths, jewelry and sweets/desserts. 
There is also a Children’s Shopping Room to provide 
small children the opportunity to shop by themselves for 
family members and friends. Raffles include themed gift 
baskets, photographs, tickets to a local dinner theater, gift 
certificates to local businesses and restaurants. Attendees 
do not need to be present to win. Musical entertainment 
by accordionist, Cody McSherry.  

St. Joseph Parish in Hanover will hold its annual 
Holiday Bazaar on Nov. 8 from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Breakfast 
and lunch will be served. Vendors include Cookie Lee, 
Pampered Chef, Tastefully Simple, Granny’s attic and 
much, much more.  

St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg will hold its 
Gift Fair and Holiday Bazaar, “Share the Love,” Nov. 8 
from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. at Xavier Center. Local vendors and 
artisans on hand. Browse Fair Trade gifts, coffees, teas, 
and chocolates, as well as hand crafted holiday gifts, 
baked goods, and religious articles. Visit our Café offer-
ing breakfast items and lunch. Enter our raffles to win a 
themed gift basket. Free admission. Call 717-334-0333 
or visit www.sfxpccw.org. 

St. Mary’s Women’s Societies’ annual holiday bazaar 
will be held Nov. 8 from 8 a.m.-5 p.m., and Nov. 9 from 8 
a.m.-1 p.m. in the parish hall of Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in York. Homemade 
crafts, attic treasures, book nook, Santa’s Shop, raffles, 
bake table, homemade candy, Mrs. Claus’ Kitchen and, 
for the kids, a Gingerbread house workshop. For more 
information, call the parish office at 717-845-7629.

St. Andrew the Apostle Parish in Waynesboro will 
hold the annual Christmas Bazaar & Craft Show on Nov. 

8 from 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. in the parish hall, located 
on the corner of Broad and Main streets. All handmade 
and unique items to help with your Christmas shopping.  
Homemade soup and bread lunch will be served from 11 
a.m.-1 p.m.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish and Holy Family Par-
ish in Harrisburg are joining together for a holiday ba-
zaar Nov. 8 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at Holy Family Parish. 
Hand-crafted items, homemade ethnic foods, homemade 
soups (available in quart containers to take home), baked 
goods, holiday music and raffles. To rent a table for $15, 
contact Ann at 717-564-9234.

St. Paul the Apostle Parish in Annville will host its 
annual Council of Catholic Women’s Holiday Bazaar 
Nov. 15 from 8 a.m-2 p.m. Handmade crafted items of 
decorating and gift giving, as well as a Sweet & Bake 
Shoppe offering homemade cookies, candies, pies, cakes 
and more.

The Sacred Heart Home and School Association 
in Hanover will hold the annual Sacred Heart School 
Christmas Craft Show & Bazaar on Nov. 15 from 9 a.m.-
3 p.m. on the grounds of the Basilica of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus in Conewago. Handcrafted vendors and artists, 
homemade baked goods, raffles, a silent auction, lunch 
and much more; and for the little ones and the young at 
heart, Santa Claus will be celebrating the day with us. For 
more information, contact the school office at 717-632-
8715. All proceeds benefit the children of Sacred Heart 
School.

Divine Redeemer Parish in Mount Carmel will hold 
its Christmas Faire on Nov. 15 from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. at 
Divine Redeemer Office/St. Peter’s Church Hall and in 
Divine Mercy Hall. Homemade foods, beverages, baked 
goods, crafters and vendors, raffles and an auction for 
decorated Christmas trees. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Spring Grove will 
hold its Christmas bazaar, “Advent Avenue,” on Nov. 
22 in the parish center. Breakfast with Santa at 8 a.m. 
features breakfast prepared by Father Thomas Hoke. 
Kids 12 and under eat free. “Advent Avenue” will be 
held from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., featuring Gingerbread houses, 
Advent wreaths, cards for our homebound parishioners. 
Browse our Secret Santa Shop and the participating 
vendors, bid on a decorated Christmas tree, raffles, face 
painting, homemade soup and pies. Entry and parking are 
free. Families must register for supplies for Gingerbread 
houses and Advent wreaths. For more information, call 
the parish office at 717-225-1704. 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Abbottstown 
will hold its Holiday Bazaar Nov. 22 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Gifts for Thanksgiving and Christmas. Breakfast and 
lunch will be available for purchase. For information, 
call 717-259-0611.

St. Aloysius Parish in Littlestown will hold its 
Holiday Bazaar Nov. 22 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. in the par-
ish hall. Breakfast, lunch, delicious snacks, homemade 
baked goods, unique crafts and raffles. Vendors include: 
Stampin Up, Tastefully Simple, Thirty-one, Tupperware, 
Origami Owl and many more. For more information, or 
to rent a table for $20, contact Karen at 410-346-6855 or 
e-mail jklproctor@verizon.net.

St. Columba School in Bloomsburg will host its 
Winterfest Craft and Food Festival on Nov. 22 from 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. in the school cafeteria and gym. Eat in or 
take out delicious homemade lunch selections and baked 
goods. Visit our dollar tree and silent auction. All pro-
ceeds benefit the students of St. Columba School.

St. Rose of Lima Parish in York will hold its Christ-
mas festival Nov. 22 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Breakfast with 
Santa from 9-10 a.m., pictures with Santa, Advent Alley, 
religious items sale, kids’ crafts and games, silent auc-
tion, foods and beverages, and the Gingerbread House 
Baked Goods and Candy Shoppe. Bingo games at 10:30 
a.m. and 12:30 p.m. for gift cards and merchandise. For 
bingo tickets, contact Alice at 717-792-1016.

St. Cecilia Parish in Lebanon will hold its annual 
Christmas Bazaar Nov. 23 at the State Drive Social Hall 
from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Walnut, poppyseed and apricot stru-
del, sugar cookies, homemade candies and caramels, gift 
baskets, jewelry and handbag boutique, chance booth, 
flea market items, a children’s booth and a Christmas 
booth. Lunch will be served, including a variety of soups.
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Harrisburg Parishioners Elevated in Equestrian  
Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem

Giovanni and Maria DiSanto, mem-
bers of Holy Name of Jesus Parish in 
Harrisburg, were recently elevated in 
rank in the Equestrian Order of the 
Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem during the 
annual investiture at St. Patrick Cathe-
dral in New York. 

Mr. DiSanto was elevated to Knight 
Commander with Star. Mrs. DiSanto 
was elevated to Lady Commander with 
Star. 

The Equestrian Order of the Holy 
Sepulchre of Jerusalem originated in 
1099, when St. Godfrey de Bouillion, 
a leader of the first Crusade, called 
forth knights to guard the Tomb of 
Christ, which had been liberated from 
the Turks. Pope Paschal II formally ap-
proved the Order of the Knights of the 
Holy Sepulchre in 1113. 

Membership in the Equestrian Or-
der of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem 
is one of the highest papal awards conferred on those who have done meritorious 
work for the Church. Today, the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem 
serves as a means of preserving and spreading the faith in the Holy Land and provid-
ing support to its parishes, schools and other projects.

Shown from left in the photo are Giovanni and Maria DiSanto, and Deborah and 
Joseph Curcillo, also of Holy Name of Jesus Parish, who were elevated to Lady Com-
mander with Star and Knight Commander with Star, respectively, last year. 

Lancaster Catholic Senior to  
Perform with National Honors Ensemble 

Lancaster Catholic High School senior Grace Asuncion will perform as part of 
the National Association for Music Education (NAfME) All-National Symphony Or-
chestra Honor Ensemble on Oct. 29 in Nashville. 

Asuncion will join 670 of the most musically talented and skilled high school stu-
dents in the United States when she performs on the historic stage of the Grand Ole 
Opry House. Asuncion, who will serve as the Principal Percussionist for the Orches-
tra, was selected from a pool of approximately 2.5 million students nationwide from 
local, district and state music festivals and will rehearse a repertoire of challenging 
music. She will perform under the direction of Gerard Schwarz, Music Director, East-
ern Music Festival Conductor Laureate, Seattle Symphony. 

The NAfME All-National Honors Ensembles, consisting of a concert band, sym-
phony orchestra, mixed chorus and jazz ensemble, are organized by members of the 
National Association for Music Education (NAfME). 

    The National Association for Music Education, among the world’s largest arts 
education organizations, is the only association that addresses all aspects of music ed-
ucation. NAfME advocates at the local, state, and national levels; provides resources 
for teachers, parents, and administrators; hosts professional development events; and 
offers a variety of opportunities for students and teachers. The Association orches-
trates success for millions of students nationwide and has supported music educators 
at all teaching levels for more than a century. 

Lancaster Catholic High School, with the support of its administration, school 
board and community, isdedicated to strengthening Fine and Performing Arts pro-
grams and services to provide a nurturing environment for the growth of the perform-
ing arts and advance the role they play in the LCHS community. For more informa-
tion about the Fine and Performing Arts Program, contact Tony Brill, Director, at 
tbrill@lchsyes.org. 

DeSales Secular Institute Celebrates Jubilee
The Secular Institute of St. Francis DeSales Secular celebrated its 50th Jubilee on 

Sept. 13 at the Mother Boniface Spirituality Center in Philadelphia. Present at the 
celebration was Directress General, Angela Haucke from Cologne, Germany. She 
brought with her a congratulatory Papal Blessing from Pope Francis. In addition, 
the DeSales Secular Institute received a first class relic of St. Francis de Sales and 
St. Jane de Chantal from the Congregation of the Visitation, the order the two saints 
co-founded in 1610.  

A secular institute is an institute of consecrated life in which the Christian faithful 
living in the world strive for the perfection of charity and work for the sanctification 
of the world especially from within. Secular institutes received their official charter 
in 1947 from Pope Pius XII in the encyclical Provida Mater Ecclesia (Church Far-
Seeing Mother). The DeSales Secular Institute dates back to 1947, when founder 
Franz Reisinger, OSFS, gathered together a group of young working women in Vi-
enna and formed them into a pious union. It achieved the canonical status of a secular 
institute in 1964.  

Those who belong to the Secular Institute of St. Francis de Sales are called to live 
out and spread the spirituality of the saint, who teaches that all are called to holiness.

“It is great to make it to 50!” said Dana Elzi, USA Directress of the DeSales Secu-
lar Institute, and a member of Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in 
Middletown. “Secular Institutes are probably the most challenging form of vowed 
life in the Church today. When I first started looking into them about 20 years ago, 
they were often referred to as pioneering. Pioneering is still a good word to describe 
the secular institute experience. We are going places the Church has never been be-
fore and exploring possibilities the Church has never explored.”

“It is not easy. The first set of challenges comes from the internal struggles in one’s 
own soul to be faithful to something that is not well supported, often yields disap-
pointing results, and is full of mystery,” she said. “There are also very real challenges 
and obstacles within the Church, whose internal mechanisms try and test everything. 
Then, of course, there are the challenges in the world, which are apparent to every 
Christian and really to every person who strives for virtue. Faced with a lot of hur-
dles, the wonderful discovery I’ve made over the years is that God’s grace can, does 
and will prevail. If we just do our little part, he will take care of the rest.”  

For more information about secular institutes or about the upcoming Year of Con-
secrated Life, visit the United States Conference of Secular Institutes at www.secu-
larinstitutes.org. 

The names of the following de-
ceased persons have been submitted 
by their parishes:

BERWICK – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Betty Lurowist.

BONNEAUVILLE – St. Joseph 
the Worker: Gladys Chrismer, Franz 
Martin, Jeune Shanebrook.

COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady of 
Hope: Richard Sawicki.

ENOLA – Our Lady of Lourdes: 
Carla A. Marshall.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: 
Marylou Klimovsky, Eugene Murphy, 
Vince Pronio.

KULPMONT – Holy Angels: Ann 
Olbrish.

LANCASTER – Assumption BVM: 
Richard Lovell, Patricia A. Tearney.

LEBANON – St. Benedict: Mary 
Lou Klimovsky

MCSHERRYSTOWN – 
Annunciation BVM: Thyra “Tooter” 
Kuhn.

MECHANICSBURG – St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton: George “Bud” 
Brown; St. Joseph: Dale Edwards, 
Helen Manotti, Charles McKenna.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine 
Redeemer: Leona L. Dorkoski, Rose 
Marcoon, Mary Mostik; Our Lady: 
Mary Ellen Hogarety, John Labato, 
Anna Michalik, Edward Reichwein, Jr.

QUARRYVILLE – St. Catherine of 
Siena: Robert Paulson.

ROHRERSTOWN – St. Leo the 
Great: Dr. John Hanley.

SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini: 
Florence Kolovich, Leonard  
Strenkoski, Leonard Walencewicz.

STEELTON – Prince of Peace: 
John Matjasic.

SUNBURY – St. Monica: Martha 
Neitz

WAYNESBORO – St. Andrew: 
Patrick O’Toole.

YORK – St. Patrick: Margaret Noll; 
St. Rose of Lima: Beatrice Wayda.

Sister Cecilia Marie Tippen
Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister Ce-

cilia Marie Tippen died Oct. 15 at St. 
Joseph’s Convent in Scranton, Pa., She 
was 75.

Born Margaret Ann Tippen in Ma-
sontown, Pa., she entered the Congre-
gation of the Sisters, Servants of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary in 1957. 
During her years in education ministry, 
Sister Cecilia Marie taught at schools 
in the dioceses of Harrisburg and 
Scranton, as well as in New York, New 
Jersey Connecticut. In the Diocese of 
Harrisburg, she served as principal at 
St. John Elementary School in Danville 
from 1971 to 1975.

She also served as a computer opera-
tor at the Marian Convent in Scranton 
from 1994 to 2006; and at Our Lady 
of Peace Residence in Scranton from 
2006 until her death. 

She received a Bachelor of Arts and 
a Master of Arts degree in elementary 
education from Marywood College. 

She is survived by a brother and a 
sister, Sister Patricia, IHM, of East Is-
lip, NY. 

The funeral Mass was celebrated Oct. 
21 at Our Lady of Peace Residence in 
Scranton. Burial was in St. Catherine’s 
Cemetery in Moscow, Pa. 

Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in October dur-
ing the past 25 years:

Deacon Lee O. Beaston, 1989
Msgr. Francis McCullough,1990
Father Walter Halaburda, 2000
Father Edward J. Barrett, 2001
Father John Suknaic, 2004
Father Bernard Quinn, 2006
Deacon Edwin Fitzpatrick, 2008
Father Stephen Sheetz, 2009
Father Kevin Kayda, 2013.

Week of Oct. 26 - On this week’s edition of Catholic Perspective, we 
tell the story of a cradle Catholic who came back to his faith, stronger than 
ever, following an annulment from his previous wife. Correspondent Eleanor 
Rossman talks with Ron Galaskas, whose story is shared during our “Today’s 
Catholic” segment.

Euthanasia and assisted suicide are the topics discussed by Micaiah Bilger. 
The case concerns a 20-something Oregon woman who has expressed the de-
sire to take her own life to avoid the pain of her sickness of her fatal disease. 
Assisted suicide is legal in the State of Oregon. 

Bishop Ronald Gainer answers a question posed during a recent Theology 
on Tap series, on the “coolest part” of being a bishop. He shares his answer 
during our “Ask the Bishop” segment.  

“Love One Another” is the theme of Ron Turo’s dedication to the homeless 
of Central Pennsylvania. As a member of St. Patrick Parish, Carlisle, Turo 
tells contributor Rose Atkinson about the homeless shelter Safe Harbor dur-
ing our “Spotlight Story of the Week.”

Catholic Perspective is produced in cooperation with the Office of Com-
munications of the Diocese and AM 720 WHYF. It can be heard Mondays at 
noon and Sundays at 3 p.m. on  AM 720 WHYF and on Sunday mornings on 
WHVR-AM 1280, Hanover, at 8 a.m.; WKOK-AM 1070, Sunbury, at 6:30 
a.m.; WIEZ-AM 670, Lewistown, at 8 a.m.; WWSM-AM 1510, Lebanon, at 
7 a.m.; and WWEC-FM 88.3, Elizabethtown, at 9:30 a.m. It is also available 
on line at www.OldiesRadio1620.com at 6:30 a.m. and at www.WISL1480.
com on Sunday at 11 a.m. It can also be heard on line at www.hbgdiocese.org.

Share-a-Thon a Success
The Holy Family Radio recent Share-A-Thon was a tremendous success. 

We thank our many listeners who contributed a total of $20,525 and counting 
during this three day fund-raising event. If you haven’t yet contributed, please 
visit us online at www.720whyf.com. Listen to us at AM 720 seven days a 
week from 6 a.m.-6:30 p.m. daily (this time changes monthly as of sundown). 
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     Spiritual Offerings

Mass with prayers for healing will be celebrated Nov. 4 
at 7:30 p.m. at St. Theresa Church in New Cumberland by 
Father Paul Helwig. The Mass is sponsored by the Pilgrims 
of Praise and Life in the Spirit prayer groups. For information, 
call Mary Ann at 717-564-7709 or Loretta at 717-737-7551.

Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey will be 
held Nov. 5 at 7 p.m. Father Pius Michael Tukura will preside. 
Come and experience the power of praise & worship music 
and Eucharistic Adoration. A reception will be held imme-
diately following the Caelorum. For more information, call 
717-583-0240.

An interfaith prayer service for Holy Spirit Health System 
Providers and their families will be held Nov. 6 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the chapel at Holy Spirit Hospital in Camp Hill. RSVP to 
717-763-2118.

St. Cyril Spiritual Center in Danville will host an afternoon 
of reflection for men and women on several first Fridays, and 
offer time for “Reflective Adoration” in deep, relaxing quiet, 
in the setting of the Villa Mansion Chapel. Receive the gift of 
serenity and before leaving, enjoy a cup of tea and conversa-
tion. The next afternoon of reflection will be Nov. 7 from 1:45-4 
p.m. Sister Anne Mary Boslet, IHM, will present a reflection 
on “Those Who Have Gone Before Us.” During prayer, we 
will remember our deceased family and friends, and recall 
our memories of them and lessons we learned from them. Of-
fering is $20 by the registration deadline of Oct. 31. Register 
by calling 570-275-0910 or visit www.sscm.org and click on 
“current events.”

The Rosary for America and the World is prayed every 
second Saturday of the month on the square in New Oxford at 
noon. The next date is Nov. 8.  

The Cumberland-Perry District Council of Catholic 
Women will host a 25th Wedding Anniversary Celebration 
on Nov. 9 at 2 p.m. at St. Theresa Church in New Cumber-
land. All couples in the Cumberland-Perry District parishes 
who were married in 1989 are invited to attend this celebra-
tion Mass and reception. For further information, contact Terri 
at 717-761-6467 or Mary Ann at 717-761-0657. Deadline for 
reservations is Oct. 27.

Education,  
Enrichment & Support

The St. Francis Xavier Parish Adult Education Program 
is presenting a five-week series on Marian Theology and 
Marian Spirituality on Wednesday evenings through Nov. 19 
at 7 p.m. in the Xavier Center, Gettysburg. Dr. John Love, 
STD, Assistant Professor of Systematic Theology at Mount St. 
Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md., will instruct. For more 
information, contact John Knowles, Adult Education Coordina-
tor, at 717-677-4420.

Dr. Matthew Bunson, author of the first English-lan-
guage biography of Pope Francis (“Pope Francis, 2013”) 
will discuss “What Makes Pope Francis Tick?” at St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg Oct. 24 at 6:30 p.m. 
Dr. Bunson’s conversation is part of the parish’s “Grace 
Uncorked” series, which provides a casual social setting for 
discussion about faith and life. The series is open to all.

“Drugs 101: What Parents Need to Know” will be 
presented at Trinity High School in Camp Hill Oct. 28 from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. This free program for adults only is presented 
by Byrnes Health Education Center. The program will educate 
parents about the various forms of drugs and the peer pres-
sures facing students. Parents will enter a mock bedroom set 
up to resemble a teenage drug user’s room. For information, 
e-mail info@byrneshec.org or visit www.byrneshec.org. 

Missy Martinez of High School Students For Life of 
America will lead a Pro-Life Youth Day on Nov. 1 at St. Patrick 
Church in Carlisle. The event is hosted by the parish’s St. 
Gabriel Respect Life Ministry. The Pro-Life Youth Day will be 
held from 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. in the St. Patrick Church Activity 
Center. Martinez, SFLA’s High School Program Coordinator, 
will talk to students about “Equipping the Pro-Life Generation” 
and give them invaluable instruction on becoming effec-
tive pro-life activists. Martinez has been involved with the 
pro-life movement since the age of 14. Since joining SFLA, 
she launched the first-ever Thaddeus Stevens Fellowship for 
high school leaders, hosted the first High School Leadership 
Summit at SFLA’s 2014 National Conference, and has helped 
create high school-specific resources for students. She has 
worked with over 300 high school groups all over the nation. 
Registration is $5 and includes a catered lunch. Registration 
should be sent into the church office at 152 E. Pomfret St., 
Carlisle, PA 17013. For more information, contact Gabriel 
Marcella at 717-243-5441 or Patty Dowling at 717-386-1074. 

Theology On Tap, Tri-County (Adams, Franklin, and lower 
Cumberland County) will have its next session Nov. 4 at 
Appalachian Brewing Company in Gettysburg. Father James 
Lease, pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Conewago, 
will discuss, “Evangelization of Culture: Bringing the Good 
News of Jesus Christ to Wine, Whiskey and Song.” Doors 
open at 7 p.m. in the downstairs event room. The presentation 
will begin at 7:30 p.m., followed by a brief Q&A session. For 
information, e-mail tricountytot@gmail.com.

Girl Scouts and members of American Heritage Girls are 
invited to attend a workshop Nov. 8 at 1:30 p.m. at the Cardi-
nal Keeler Center in Harrisburg. Girls will earn the “Women in 

Scripture: Martha and Mary” patch as they learn about these 
holy women. Participants will complete a service project to 
benefit the retired priests of the diocese. Information and a 
registration form are available at http://www.hbgdiocese.org/
youth-and-young-adults/catholic-scouting/.

The Oblates of St. Benedict, St. Anselm Deanery will be 
meeting on Nov. 9 at 2 p.m. at St. Pius X Parish in Selins-
grove. Oblates of St. Benedict are Christian individuals or 
families who have associated themselves with a Benedictine 
community in order to enrich their Christian way of life. Any-
one is welcome to attend. If you have any questions about at-
tending a meeting, contact Frank Stoshack at 570-648-5013.  

St. Cyril Spiritual Center in Danville will host a Reflec-
tion Day, “Pathways,” on Nov. 15 from 9:45 a.m.-3 p.m. The 
theme will explore the spiritual pathways we walk by looking 
at, praying with and sharing aspects of journeying. The day 
will include morning and afternoon sessions of teaching, 
silent prayer, and reflections with prayer and sharing. The 
offering is $45 (includes a complete dinner) or $35 with a 
bag lunch, by the registration deadline of Nov. 7. Register 
by calling 570-275-0910 or visit www.sscm.org and click on 
“current events.”

Retreats & Pilgrimages
Join Father Kenneth Smith on a Pilgrimage to Ireland 

May 11-21, 2015. Tour includes: Daily Mass, professional 
local guide, 9 nights accommodation in 4-star and superior 
3-star hotels (3 nights in Dublin, 1 night in Cork, 2 nights 
in Killarney, 1 night in Galway, 1 night in Knock, 1 night in 
Armagh), full Irish breakfast daily, dinner nightly, land trans-
portation by private deluxe motorcoach, roundtrip domestic 
motorcoach transportation from Harrisburg to New York JFK 
Airport, roundtrip airfare from New York JFK to Dublin on 
nonstop flights on Delta Airlines, and more, for $3,499 per 
person/double occupancy. For complete details, con-
tact George’s International Tours, (800) 566-7499, sales@
georgesintl.com, or Karen Hurley, k.m.hurley1@gmail.com.

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Abbottstown, Father 
Timothy Marcoe as Spiritual Director, is planning a Eucha-
ristic Pilgrimage to the Shrine of the Blessed Sacrament and 
EWTN TV Studio in Alabama Sept. 27-Oct. 1, 2015. Visit 
Shrines and the Monastery of the Poor Clare Nuns, home of 
Mother Angelica and Franciscan Friars. Attend Masses, heal-
ing service, spiritual talks, studio tour, Poor Clare Gift Shops, 
and much more. Lodging (double occupancy) meals, taxes, 
tips, bus service, etc. Cost is $575. Contact Nick DiNunzio at 
717-319-1668, Pilgrimageonr@gmail.com or Janet McIntyre 
at 717-633-9384.

Events & Fund-Raisers
The Council of Catholic Women of Holy Name of 

Jesus Parish in Harrisburg will host a spaghetti dinner 
Oct. 25 from 4-7 p.m. in the parish social hall. Pasta with 
meatballs, salad, bread, dessert and beverage. Cost is $8 for 
adults, $4 for children ages 6-12, and free for children under 
6. 

A Craft and Coach purse bingo to benefit St. Pauline’s 
Healing Heart of Jesus Society in Kulpmont will be held Oct. 
26 at 2 p.m. at Wilburton Hose Company in Wilburton, Pa. 
Admission is $25. Crafts with every special and raffle, as 
well as door prizes and refreshments. For more information, 
contact Colleen at 570-274-7491.

Students at Delone Catholic High School in McSher-
rystown will hold their annual pit beef/pit pork fundraiser 
in the school parking lot on South Street from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. on Nov. 1. The meals will be prepared by Little Everett’s 
BBQ, with the proceeds again being donated to the Hanover 
Area Council of Churches’ Provide-a-Lunch (PAL) program. 
The PAL Program provides a hot meal to the less fortunate 
in our community. A meal deal includes a sandwich, French 
fries and a drink for $11. Sandwiches cost $7 and other 
foods items will be available for sale. No pre-orders. In 2011, 
students became interested in organizing a benefit for the 
PAL program while volunteering with the program along-
side Delone Catholic teachers on the first Saturday of each 
month. Several area church groups are assigned a day each 
month to prepare, serve and clean up a meal for area resi-
dents in need. Meals are served at the Hanover Area Council 
of Churches building at 136 Carlisle Street in Hanover from 
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 7 days a week. The program serves 
an average of 150 meals each day.

Lebanon Catholic’s Athletic Association will be hosting 
their annual spaghetti dinner Nov. 1 in the school cafeteria. 
The cost of the meal is $7 and includes salad, bread & drink, 
and will be served from 4-7 p.m. Baked goods will be avail-
able for a free-will offering. All proceeds benefit the school’s 
athletic programs. Patrons may also bring their own container 
for take-out. For more information, call 717-273-3731 ext. 
322.

Our Mother of Perpetual Help School in Ephrata will 
hold a Treasure Island Auction Nov. 1 at the Father Jackson 
Center. The evening will begin with a preview of auction 
items at 6 p.m. Auction begins at 7 p.m. Refreshments and 
heavy hors d’oeuvres will be served. The auction is com-
prised of donations from families and area businesses, and 
include a Microsoft Surface, a diamond pendant, restaurant 
gift certificates and show tickets. Tickets are $15 and are 
available at the door or by calling 717-738-2414. Must be 21 
or over to attend.

The Council of Catholic Women of Sacred Heart of 
Jesus Parish in Williamstown is once again hosting its An-
nual Election Day Sauerkraut Lunch/Dinner, Nov. 4, serving 

from 11 a.m.-1 p.m., and 4-6:30 p.m. in the church social 
hall. Meal includes homemade sauerkraut, pork, mashed 
potatoes, apple sauce, rolls, dessert and beverage. Dona-
tion is $9 per ticket. For tickets, contact Mary Wixted at 717-
647-9930 or any member of Sacred Heart Parish Council of 
Catholic Women.

St. Paul the Apostle Parish in Annville will hold an Elec-
tion Day Spaghetti Dinner on Nov. 4. Lunch served from 11 
a.m.-1 p.m., and dinner served from 4-7 p.m. Meal includes 
spaghetti & meatball(s), tossed salad, Italian bread, dessert, 
and choice of coffee, tea, or orange drink. Cost is $8 for a 
large dinner, $6 for a small dinner. Carry outs are available; 
bring your own container.

Divine Redeemer Parish in Mount Carmel will be holding 
an “Election Day” Dinner Nov. 4 from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. in Divine 
Mercy Hall. Pigeon dinner with mashed potatoes, vegetable, 
roll, beverage, and dessert. Tickets are $9 and may be 
purchased by calling Diane Dallazia at 570-205-8751, Phyllis 
Ficca at 570-373-5936, or at the door. Eat-in or take-out. 

Feelin’ lucky? Need extra cash for your holiday shop-
ping? Come join us for a home-cooked Italian Dinner and 
Bingo Bash on Nov. 7 at Good Shepherd Church Parish Hall 
in Camp Hill. Due to limited seating, you may reserve your 
seat by paying $20 in advance for your admission pack. Or, 
you can pay $30 at the door. Your admission pack includes 
9 bingo cards per game for 20 games. Dinner is $8.50 and 
includes a pasta dish, salad, and dessert. Doors will open at 
6 p.m.; eyes down at 7 p.m. Stop by Good Shepherd Church 
Parish Office and reserve your seat today. Seating is limited. 
If you have any questions, call the Parish Office at 717-761-
1167. This is a cash-only and adult-only event. There will be 
$100 games along with prizes donated by Good Shepherd 
families and local businesses (Coach, Vera Bradley, etc.). If 
you call “Bingo” in 50 numbers or less during The Blackout, 
you will go home with $1,000 cash!

Lebanon Catholic School’s Reunion of the Decades will 
be held Nov. 8 at Prescott Banquet Hall, featuring “Dancing 
with the Oldies with Mickey Santora.” Tickets are $20, and 
include buffet, adult beverages and soda. Buffet served at 
6 p.m., followed by dancing from 7:30-10:30 p.m. Proceeds 
benefit the school’s Athletic Association. Tickets not available 
at the door. Call 717-273-3731, ext. 327, or e-mail lkostow@
lebanoncatholicschool.org.

St. Vincent’s “Autumn Breeze” dance featuring 
“Breezemon Brain Shaffer” will be held at St. Vincent’s Gym 
in Hanover Nov. 8. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and the dance 
takes place from 7-11 p.m. Tickets are $15 and include food, 
snacks and beverages. Must be 21 to buy a ticket or attend 
the dance. Contact Joyce Smith at 717-637-0366 or Pat Hub-
bard at 717-637-0121.

Immaculate Conception BVM Parish in Berwick will 
host Polish Pottery Bingo Nov. 9. Regular and special games, 
raffle tickets, and food. For information, call the parish at 
570-759-8113.

Knights of Columbus Council 867 will hold their annual 
Turkey Party on Nov. 14 from 6:30-9:30 p.m. at the council 
home at 1575 New Danville Pike in Lancaster. Admission is 
$10 for adults and $6.50 for children ages 12 and under. For 
tickets, call Bob Ziemba at 717-330-5512.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Harrisburg will hold a 
Cash Bingo Fundraiser on Nov. 16 in the parish hall, directly 
behind the church. Tickets are $20 and are available at the 
parish office; tickets at the door will be $25 (only 150 tickets 
will be sold). Early Birds will begin at 3:10 p.m. and payout 
will be 75%. First game of packet will be played at 3:30 p.m. 
(doors open at 2 p.m.) A 20-game packet includes six cards 
per game, minor blackouts ($200-$100-$75 payout), three 
$50 payouts and 14 regular bingo games with $40 payouts. 
Major blackout games, sold separately, have a $500 payout, 
or a $250 payout if there are less than 75 players. Bonus 
games, five 50-50 games sold separately  Additional cards 
will be available. Paper bingo – please bring your daubers. A 
limited number of daubers will be sold. Kitchen will be open 
from 2:15-6 p.m. 

The Little Flower Club of St. Theresa Parish in New Cum-
berland will host a trip Dec. 2 to Hunterdon Hills Playhouse 
in Hampton, N.J. Price of $95 per person includes lunch, 
show, motor coach, taxes and gratuities. Departs from B.J.’s 
in Camp Hill at 8:30 a.m. and returns at approximately 6 p.m. 
Deadline for reservations is Nov. 2. Call 717-774-5671 or 
717-774-6783.

Bishop McDevitt High School’s “Santa 5K Run” is set 
for Dec. 6. All participants have the choice to run or walk a 
5K or 1 mile loop. All participants receive and race in a Santa 
hat and Santa long-sleeve shirt. Register online at www.bish-
opmcdevitt.org. Adults are $30 and students are $20 before 
Nov. 26. After Nov. 26, price increases by $5 and race shirts 
are not guaranteed. If you are interested in seeing your name 
or business name on a four-foot candy cane lining the course, 
contact Erin Connaghan, Assistant Director of Advancement 
at 717-236-7973, ext. 2135, or econnaghan@bishopmcde-
vitt.org. 

Parish & Organization News
York Catholic High School has an immediate opening 

for a part-time art teacher. Submit cover letter, résumé, and 
diocesan application to Katie Seufert, Principal, York Catho-
lic High School, 601 E Springettsbury Ave, York PA  17403, 
or kseufert@yorkcatholic.org. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Conewago is selling 
Christmas ornaments depicting the basilica’s stained-glass 
windows. The parish has featured a different window for 
the last three years to assist in preserving their beauty and 
craftsmanship. Ornaments include the Annunciation, Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, and – this year – the Nativity. Cost is $20 per 
ornament. Those interested in purchasing can contact the 
parish office at 717-637-2721.
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“The Church’s obligation to participate in shaping the moral character of soci-
ety is a requirement of our faith. It is a basic part of the mission we have received 
from Jesus Christ, who offers a vision of life revealed to us in Sacred Scripture and 
Tradition” (United States Council of Catholic Bishops, “Forming Consciences for 
Faithful Citizenship,” 9).

The Catholic Witness presents here (pages 16-19) a Voters’ Guide in anticipation 
of the November 4 election. The questions were prepared by the Pennsylvania 
Catholic Conference, the public affairs agency of the Pennsylvania Catholic bish-
ops. Questionnaires were mailed by The Catholic Witness to candidates for U.S. 
Congress and Pennsylvania Senate and House of Representatives whose districts 
are within the Diocese of Harrisburg to give them an opportunity to participate. 
The names of those who responded are printed in bold in the candidate list; survey 
questions and responses follow.

The Catholic Witness and the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference neither support 
nor oppose any candidate for public office.

“Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship” can be read and download-
ed at www.usccb.org/faithfulcitizenship. It can also be purchased by calling  
USCCB Publishing at 1-800-235-8722. Election materials can also be found at  
www.pacatholic.org.

Voters’ Guide

By The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference

There are many issues on the minds of Catholic 
voters in this election. On November 4, Election 
Day in the Commonwealth, we have important po-
litical choices to make.

The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference invited 
both candidates for Pennsylvania governor to share 
their views. Incumbent Governor Tom Corbett (Re-
publican) sat down for an in-person interview and 
completed a written questionnaire (the complete 
interview transcript and survey responses are avail-
able at www.pacatholic.org). Democratic candidate 
Tom Wolf declined the PCC’s interview invitation 
and did not respond to the candidate questionnaire. 
Information about his views was therefore compiled 
from his campaign website and public statements.

On Life and the Dignity  
of the Human Person

Corbett opposes legalized abortion except when 
the life of the mother is in danger or the pregnancy is 
the result of rape or incest. He said in his interview, 
“I have always been there for the unborn.” He cites 
the increased safety standards for abortion facilities 
and the law prohibiting coverage of elective abor-
tions in the health insurance exchanges as the best 
examples of what he has done to protect life.

Corbett supports the death penalty and says, “It 
is needed as a deterrent and penalty for heinous 
crimes.”

==============
Wolf says he has “always been a strong advocate 

on issues important to women” including “standing 
up for women’s reproductive rights.” He told the 
Jewish Exponent that he would repeal the Pennsyl-
vania law that “does not allow women who signed 
up for health insurance from the Affordable Care 
Act exchange to purchase abortion coverage,” and 
“in addition to repealing this law, (he) will fight any 
legislation that places unnecessary restrictions on 
women’s health choices.”

Concerning the death penalty, Harrisburg’s Penn-
Live reports that Wolf agrees that “a moratorium 
on the death penalty is in order while studying its 
value.”

Meet the 2014 Candidates for Governor

Election Day  
is November 4

On the Poor and Elderly
Corbett established the Elder Abuse Task Force 

when he was attorney general. As governor, he cre-
ated the Pennsylvania Long Term Care Commission 
to guide policies and help streamline services, and 
the Alzheimer’s Disease State Planning Committee 
to develop a comprehensive action plan to combat 
the disease. He says, “We have invested an addition-
al $68 million for older Pennsylvanians and persons 
with disabilities to get them off the waiting list and 
allow them to stay in their homes and communities.”

==============
Wolf’s campaign website states he will work to 

expand eligibility requirements for Medicaid Home 
and Community-Based Services. He outlines a plan 
to increase income eligibility, expand health eligi-
bility, and improve access to home and community-
based care services. The proposal would allow many 
of the residents currently served through the state-
funded programs to shift to Medicaid.

On Education
Corbett supports school choice. His administration 

increased funding for the Educational Improvement 
Tax Credit (EITC) program and established the Op-
portunity Scholarship Tax Credit (OSTC) program 
“to promote greater access to educational options.”

    He also indicates that he would support increased 
funding for textbooks and instructional materials for 
nonpublic students if money is available in the state 
budget.

==============
When asked about Pennsylvania’s educational tax 

credit programs, early in the campaign Wolf told the 

Jewish Exponent, “I do not think that public tax dol-
lars should be diverted from our public schools to 
create a back-door voucher system.” Later, his cam-
paign sent a revised statement to the Exponent, “The 
EITC program has been an effective tool to invest in 
education and support student learning in a multitude 
of educational settings. While Tom will not interfere 
with the EITC program, ensuring that every student 
has access to a high quality public school will be his 
top priority as governor.”

On Covering the Uninsured
Corbett believes Pennsylvania should use the ad-

ditional federal funds under the Affordable Care Act 
to allow more people, including the working poor, 
to access the private insurance market. He says his 
Healthy PA program will “leverage federal dollars to 
improve access, quality and affordability of health 
insurance” for qualified individuals and families 
who currently are uninsured. His plan was approved 
by the federal government as an alternative to simply 
expanding Medicaid.

==============
The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette reports that Wolf 

“welcomed the prospect of expanded access to health 
care for many Pennsylvanians under the compromise 
between the Corbett and Obama administrations.” 
He went on to say, “if elected, he would consider a 
more straightforward extension of Medicaid.”

On Faith
Corbett is a practicing Catholic and was educated 

in Catholic schools. He says his faith is part of who 
he is and his “decision making is certainly grounded 
in the morals that I learned throughout my entire 
life.”

==============
Wolf has not made any statements about his per-

sonal faith, nor does his campaign website indicate 
his religion.

As Catholic citizens, we have a moral obligation 
to participate in the political process. The PCC of-
fers resources serve to educate voters about the is-
sues and allow us to inform our consciences about 
which candidate will act in the best interest of the 
common good. Learn more about the election and 
other important issues at www.pacatholic.org.

Be sure to vote on November 4, 2014! 
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State Governor, Senate and HouSe of repreSentativeS

STATE GOVERNOR  
(Bold denotes response received)

Tom Corbett (R)
Tom Wolf (D)

STATE SENATE  
(Bold denotes response received)

Linda Small (D-28), Scott Wagner (R-28), John Eichelberger (R-30), Jacob 
Corman (R-34), Ryan Aument (R-36), Gary Schreckengost (D-36), Michael 
Folmer (R-48)

STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES  
(Bold denotes response received)

John Lawrence (R-13), Ann Schott (D-13), Melinda Fee (R-37), Brian Kresge 
(D-37), Brett Miller (R-41), Alice Yoder (D-41), Keith Greiner (R-43), Keith  
Gillespie (R-47), Jesse Topper (R-78), Michael Fleck (R-81), C. Adam Harris  
(R-82), Garth Everett (R-84), Kristen Hayes (D-84), Frederick Keller 
(R-85), Mark Keller (R-86), Glen Grell (R-87), Sheryl Delozier (R-88), Robert  
Kauffman (R-89), Paul Schemel (R-90), Daniel Moul (R-91), Michael Regan (R-92), 
Kristin Phillips-Hill (R-93), David Colon (D-94), Stanley Saylor (R-94), 
Kevin Schreiber (D-95), Michael Sturla (D-96), Charles Hample (D-97), Steven  
Mentzer (R-97), Anthony Crocamo (D-98), David Hickernell (R-98), Bryan 
Sanguinito (D-99), David Zimmerman (R-99), Bryan Cutler (R-100), Mauree 
Gingrich (R-101), Patricia Stephens (D-101), Russell Diamond (R-102), Patty 
Kim (D-103), Susan Helm (R-104), Eugene Stilp (D-104), Ronald Marsico 
(R-105), Kelly McEntee (D-105), John Payne (R-106), Kurt Masser 
(R-107), Lynda Schlegel Culver (R-108), David Millard (R-109), Michael Tobash  
(R-125), Mark Gillen (R-128), James Cox (R-129), Kate Klunk (R-169), Kerry 
Benninghoff (R-171), Will Tallman (R-193), Seth Grove (R-196), Jill Bartoli 
(D-199), Stephen Bloom (R-199)

What is your position on legislation that would provide  
direct grants to parents to choose the schools that they believe are best 

suited for their children, including non-public schools?

STATE GOVERNOR

Corbett (R): Support. My administration increased funding for the EITC pro-
gram and established the Opportunity Scholarship Tax Credit to promote greater 
access to educational options. 

STATE SENATE

Eichelberger (R-30): Support. I have been a leader in the fight for school 
choice.

Schreckengost (D-36): Oppose, as it’s unconstitutional. I am, however, for 
drastically lowering property taxes and shifting more of the tax burden to sales 
and income taxes, as well as a gas severance tax.

STATE HOUSE

Everett (R-84): Support.
Schemel (R-90): I fully support Catholic education; however, legislation 
must ensure that public education is not adversely impacted.
Phillips-Hill (R-93): Support. I support parents’ ability to choose the best 
school for their children. Any grant program needs to assure accountability for 
use of taxpayer funds.
Hickernell (R-98): Support.
Sanguinito (D-99): Oppose. As per Section 15 of our State Constitution, no 
public school funds shall be appropriated to or used for the support of any 
sectarian school.
Stilp (D-104): No response given.
Marsico (R-105): Support.
Payne (R-106): Support.
Klunk (R-169): Support.
Tallman (R-193): Support.
Bloom (R-199): Support. I am an advocate and supporter of school choice.

Which statement reflects your position most accurately?

A. I support legalized abortion.

B. I oppose legalized abortion in all circumstances.

C. I oppose legalized abortion, except when the life of the mother is in 
danger or the pregnancy is a result of rape or incest.

STATE GOVERNOR

Corbett (R): C.

STATE SENATE

Eichelberger (R-30): B. I chair the Senate’s Pro-Life Caucus.
Schreckengost (D-36): A, but would like to make it obsolete and not a choice 
that somebody would take. The right for a woman to have an abortion is backed 
by a US Supreme Court ruling, citing the 9th and 14th Amendments. Although I 
and my family personally opposed abortion, I would/can not vote to 
criminalize it. I will, however, do everything short of criminalization by making 
it the last choice, supporting adoption services, etc.

STATE HOUSE

Everett (R-84): C.
Schemel (R-90): B.
Phillips-Hill (R-93): C.
Hickernell (R-98): C.
Sanguinito (D-99): C. I will fight to protect children from conception to 
graduation. But violent assaults such as rape cannot be the will of God.
Stilp (D-104): C.
Marsico (R-105): C.
Payne (R-106): C.
Klunk (R-169): C.
Tallman (R-193): C.
Bloom (R-199): C. I am strongly pro-life.

What is your position on legislation that would add state  
restrictions to existing federal prohibitions concerning the hiring  

of undocumented immigrants or providing healthcare or government  
services to the undocumented immigrant?

STATE GOVERNOR
Corbett (R): Support. Pennsylvania has a responsibility to ensure the eligibility 

of all participants. 

STATE SENATE
Eichelberger (R-30): Support. Must be done reasonably and practically.
Schreckengost (D-36): My voters would like to follow federal laws and those 
laws would make it difficult for undocumented workers or illegal aliens to seek 
work here in the US.

STATE HOUSE
Everett (R-84): Support.
Schemel (R-90): Support. While we have a Christian obligation to care for the 
poor, Pennsylvania cannot sustain the expense of extending welfare programs 
to undocumented immigrants.
Phillips-Hill (R-93): Support.
Hickernell (R-98): Support.
Sanguinito (R-99): Support. The United States and Pennsylvania Constitutions 
grant rights only to our citizens. All immigrants must follow the law, just as our 
ancestors needed to do.
Stilp (D-104): Follow existing laws.
Marsico (R-105): Support.
Payne (R-106): Support.
Klunk (R-169): Support.
Tallman (R-193): Support.
Bloom (R-199): Support. We must prioritize limited government services to 
benefit law-abiding persons.

What is your position on legalizing same-sex marriage?

STATE GOVERNOR
Corbett (R): Oppose.

STATE SENATE
Eichelberger (R-30): Oppose. I have sponsored the Marriage Protection 

Amendment and spoken on this issue state-wide.
Schreckengost (D-36): It’s already legal; it’s a mute point. If you’re against it, 

then don’t practice it.

STATE HOUSE
Everett (R-84): Oppose.
Schemel (R-90): Oppose.
Phillips-Hill (R-93): Oppose.
Hickernell (R-98): Oppose.
Sanguinito (R-99): Support. As Romans 15:7 states, “Accept others, as Jesus 
accepted you, to bring glory to God.” Additionally, the Pennsylvania 
Constitution guarantees equality for ALL citizens.
Stilp (D-104): Representatives take an oath to follow what is constitutionally 
mandated by the courts.
Marsico (R-105): Oppose.
Payne (R-106): Oppose.
Klunk (R-169): Oppose.
Tallman (R-193): Oppose.
Bloom (R-199): Oppose. I support traditional marriage between one man and 
one woman.
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Which statement reflects your position most accurately?
A. Pennsylvania’s anti-discrimination laws for housing, employment 

and public accommodation should include “sexual orientation” and 
“gender identity or expression” as protected classes, no exceptions.

B. Pennsylvania’s anti-discrimination laws for housing, employment 
and public accommodation should include “sexual orientation” and 
“gender identity or expression” as protected classes, but should contain 
exceptions in narrow circumstances to protect religious institutions.

C. Pennsylvania’s anti-discrimination laws for housing, employment 
and public accommodation should include “sexual orientation” and 
“gender identity or expression” as protected classes, but should contain 
exceptions in narrow circumstances to protect religious conscience for 
business owners.

D. Pennsylvania should not amend its anti-discrimination laws to add 
“sexual orientation” and “gender identity and expression” as protected 
classes at this time.

STATE GOVERNOR
Corbett (R): B. As the former Attorney General, I was responsible for a civil
rights unit tasked with defending Pennsylvanians from discrimination. 
Pennsylvanians should not be denied housing or employment on this basis.

STATE SENATE
Eichelberger (R-30): D. 
Schreckengost (D-36): C. I am for equality for all, but understand that certain 
religions, Catholic, Lutheran, Mormon, Jewish, Satanists, Islamists have 
certain codes. I simply don’t want those religions to affect people who aren’t a 
part of their particular denomination, as there is no “Universal” or “State 
Church” in this country. (Thank God).

STATE HOUSE
Everett (R-84): D.
Schemel (R-90): D. 
Phillips-Hill (R-93): D.
Hickernell (R-98): D.
Sanguinito (R-99): A. Our Constitution guarantees all citizens equal rights 
under the law, no exceptions. We must honor the Constitution.
Stilp (D-104): B.
Marsico (R-105): D.
Payne (R-106): D.
Klunk (R-169): D.
Tallman (R-193): D.
Bloom (R-199): D. I oppose House Bill 300 and similar proposals that will lead 
to discrimination against those who exercise rights of religious conscience.

Assuming there is money in the state budget, what is your  
position on increasing funding for textbooks and instructional  

materials for non-public school students at the same rate as  
increases in subsidies for public school students?

STATE GOVERNOR
Corbett (R): Support. I would support increased funding for textbooks and 

instructional materials if money is available in the state budget.

STATE SENATE
Eichelberger (R-30): Support. The money should follow the student.
Schreckengost (D-36): None; it’s unconstitutional. I took an oath to defend the 
constitution of the US when I was a soldier and I still live by it. Would you want 
public $ used to buy books for a Satanic school? An Islamic school? How about 
an Anti-Catholic League? This is why I believe so strongly in the local PUBLIC 
SCHOOL SYSTEM so we don’t live in competing little cults, like in Europe. 
We need “good Catholics” in our public schools, too.

STATE HOUSE
Everett (R-84): Support.
Schemel (R-90): Support.
Phillips-Hill (R-93): Support.
Hickernell (R-98): Support.
Sanguinito (R-99): Oppose. Again, as per our State Constitution, no public 
school funds shall be appropriated to or used for the support of any sectarian 
school.
Stilp (D-104): Support.
Marsico (R-105): Support.
Payne (R-106): Support.
Klunk (R-169): Support.
Tallman (R-193): Support.
Bloom (R-199): Support. I support steps to encourage school choice and 
educational options for families. 

Which statement reflects your position most accurately?
A. Pennsylvania should accept federal funds under the Affordable 

Care Act and allow more people, including the working poor, to partici-
pate in Medicaid.

B. Pennsylvania should use the additional federal funds under the Af-
fordable Care Act to allow more people, including the working poor, to 
access the private insurance market.

C. Pennsylvania should not accept Affordable Care Act funds.

STATE GOVERNOR
Corbett (R): B. My HealthyPA proposal is designed to leverage federal dollars 
to improve access, quality and affordability of health insurance available on the 
private market.

STATE SENATE
Eichelberger (R-30): C.
Schreckengost (D-36): A. 

STATE HOUSE
Everett (R-84): B.
Schemel (R-90): C. 
Phillips-Hill (R-93): B.
Hickernell (R-98): C. 
Sanguinito (R-99): A. We should never allow political ideology to interfere 
with giving sick people the help they need.
Stilp (D-104): A. 
Marsico (R-105): B.
Payne (R-106): A. B. The governor is making this federal mandate choice 
(currently no legislation).
Klunk (R-169): B.
Tallman (R-193): B. There will not be a net increase, but a net decrease in 
funds available under ACA.
Bloom (R-199): D. Medicaid is a severely flawed program under which 
patients, doctors and taxpayers all suffer. It should not be expanded, it should 
reformed. 

What is your position on the death penalty?

STATE GOVERNOR
Corbett (R): Support. It is needed as a deterrent and penalty for heinous crimes.

STATE SENATE
Eichelberger (R-30): Oppose.
Schreckengost (D-36): Support; but only in limited instances. The state has a 
license to kill – either with police defending themselves or the Army destroying 
an enemy. Our society still wants a death penalty, but as a soldier who survived 
222 days in combat, I know full well what killing/death does to one’s spirit/soul.

STATE HOUSE
Everett (R-84): Oppose.
Schemel (R-90): Oppose. Although the death penalty is just, I believe that in 
our current society, life sentences without parole better reinforce a culture of 
life.
Phillips-Hill (R-93): Support. I only support the death penalty in the most 
heinous cases.
Hickernell (R-98): Support.
Sanguinito (R-99): Support. With proof from DNA evidence, confessions and/
or video surveillance, some crimes, such as raping and murdering children, 
merit the severest of punishments. 
Stilp (D-104): Oppose. The Church does not have an except to the 
Commandment, Thou Shall Not Kill. Life imprisonment is the direction of the 
Church theologians.
Marsico (R-105): Support.
Payne (R-106): Support.
Klunk (R-169): Support.
Tallman (R-193): Support.
Bloom (R-199): Support. It is appropriate for certain heinous crimes. 

Which statement reflects your position most accurately?
A. Religious childcare and pre-kindergarten providers should be sub-

ject to government review of educational content.
B. Religious childcare and pre-kindergarten providers should follow 

state standards for health and safety of children, but be free to determine 
their own educational content based on the teachings of their faith tradi-
tion.

C. Religious childcare and pre-kindergarten providers should be free 
from government regulation. 

STATE GOVERNOR

Corbett (R): B. 

STATE SENATE

Eichelberger (R-30): C. I could support standards for health and safety if the 
government would be objective.
Schreckengost (D-36): B.
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STATE HOUSE

Everett (R-84): B.
Schemel (R-90): B.
Phillips-Hill (R-93): B.
Hickernell (R-98): B.
Sanguinito (R-99): B. As long as children are provided safe places to learn, 
religious schools not receiving state funds can teach whatever they want.
Stilp (D-104): B.

Marsico (R-105): C.
Payne (R-106): C.
Klunk (R-169): B.
Tallman (R-193): B. Also, staffing should be at the sole discretion of the 
religious childcare provider.
Bloom (R-199): B. Government must not impose upon the religious liberties 
and expression of religious childcare and pre-K providers.

UNITED STATES CONGRESS
(Bold denotes response received)

Scott Perry (R-4), Linda Thompson (D-4), Ryan Costello (R-6), Manan Trivedi 
(D-6), Mary Ellen Balchunis (D-7), Patrick Meehan (R-7), Alanna Hartzok (D-9), 
Bill Shuster (R-9), Scott Brion (D-10), Thomas Marino (R-10), Lou Barletta 
(R-11), Andrew Ostrowski (D-11), Charles Dent (R-15), Thomas Houghton (D-
16), Joseph Pitts (R-16)

Do you support or oppose legislation to continue and expand current  
federal laws that provide educational benefits to students and teachers  
in private and religious schools on an equitable basis in comparison to  

the benefits received by public school students and teachers?

Shuster (R-9): Oppose. While private and religious schools play an important 
role in our education systems, I believe that limited taxpayer dollars are best put 
toward the public education system. 
Barletta (R-11): Support.
Ostrowski (D-11): Support. As a proud product of parochial schooling, I 
believe we need to support these institutions as part of the fabric of our 
educational system.
Pitts (R-16): Support.

Which statement reflects your position most accurately?
A. I support legalized abortion.
B. I oppose legalized abortion in all circumstances.
C. I oppose legalized abortion, except when the life of the mother is in 

danger or the pregnancy is a result of rape or incest.

Shuster (R-9): C. I am proud of my long record to supporting the right to life 
and of my endorsement from the National Right to Life Committee.
Barletta (R-11): C.
Ostrowski (D-11): My views are much more complex than this survey permits. 
I stand strongly behind life-affirming policies. Please see my website for my 
full statement.
Pitts (R-16): C.

Do you support or oppose legislation that would permit 
undocumented immigrants who have lived in the United States  

for a number of years, have worked and built equities in  
our country, and who do not have criminal records to register  

with the government and take steps to earn legal status?

Shuster (R-9): Oppose. The first step in immigration reform is border security. 
We must enforce our laws, then we can begin the conversation of reforming our 
immigration system.
Barletta (R-11): Oppose.
Ostrowski (D-11): Support. I believe proposals to “send them back” are 
fiscally impracticable, and would compromise our commitment to the Bill of 
Rights by allowing more government intrusion.
Pitts (R-16): Oppose.

What is your position on providing a federal tax credit to  
businesses that donate to scholarship organizations that  

provide scholarships for low-income students at private and  
religious schools in grades kindergarten through 12?

Shuster (R-9): Oppose. While private and religious schools play an important 
role in our education systems, I believe that limited taxpayer dollars are best put 
toward the public education system. 
Barletta (R-11): Support.
Ostrowski (D-11): Support.
Pitts (R-16): Support.

Do you support or oppose robust funding for poverty-focused 
assistance to reduce global poverty and increase the percentage of 

gross domestic product (GDP) contributed in foreign aid?

Shuster (R-9): Oppose. While foreign aid has to play a role in international 
affairs, we should reduce spending in order to reduce our national debt.
Barletta (R-11): Depends on program and percentage of GDP.

Ostrowski (D-11): Support. As Christians, we have an absolute responsibility 
to care for the poor, and should promote all life-affirming policies. The role of 
government in these matters is debatable.
Pitts (R-16): Oppose.

Do you support or oppose robust levels of aid for  
refugees who are fleeing from persecution abroad and  

to provide adequate funding for the U.S. refugee  
admissions and resettlement programs?

Shuster (R-9): Oppose. While foreign aid has to play a role in international 
affairs, we should reduce spending in order to reduce our national debt.
Barletta (R-11): Depends on how you define “robust.”
Ostrowski (D-11): Support.
Pitts (R-16): Support.

Do you support or oppose legislation to prevent federal  
agencies and states that receive federal funds from discriminating  
against health care providers who do not perform or participate  

in abortions (Hyde-Weldon Amendment)?

Shuster (R-9): Support. I am proud of my long record of supporting the Hyde 
Amendment.
Barletta (R-11): Support.
Ostrowski (D-11): This question is awkward. The government should have no 
role in the health care choices of individuals, and should not mandate provision 
of specific services.
Pitts (R-16): Support.

What is your position on legalizing same-sex marriage?

Shuster (R-9): Oppose. I believe marriage is between a man and a woman.
Barletta (R-11): Oppose.
Ostrowski (D-11): This is an awkward question. The cases have been properly 

decided under the law. I support the Catholic Church’s softened tone on this issue.
Pitts (R-16): Oppose.

Do you support or oppose legislation that would guarantee  
comprehensive freedom of conscience for health care  

professionals, providers and institutions?

Shuster (R-9): Support. I have consistently supported legislation in the past on 
this issue.
Barletta (R-11): Support.
Ostrowski (D-11): The government should have no role in the health care 
choices of individuals, and should not mandate provision of specific services. 
Pitts (R-16): Support.

Do you support or oppose efforts to pass legislation (i.e., the Federal 
Employment Non-Discrimination Act) that would make sexual orientation 
and gender identity or expression protected classes that are equivalent to 

existing protected classes (e.g., race, religion, sex, etc.)?

Shuster (R-9): Oppose.
Barletta (R-11): Oppose. 
Ostrowski (D-11): Support. If our laws were fairly administered, such an 
amendment would not be necessary. Every person is entitled to equal treatment 
under the law.
Pitts (R-16): Oppose.

United StateS CongreSS
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Beautiful Rosary Garden Blessed at 
St. Joseph School in Mechanicsburg 

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

Now gracing the entrance 
to St. Joseph’s Parish and Life 
Center in Mechanicsburg are 
four beautiful granite stones 
strikingly etched with detailed 
depictions of Christ’s life in 
chronological order through the 
Joyful, Sorrowful, Luminous 
and Glorious Mysteries of the 
Rosary. The stones are hand-
crafted and stand more than five 
feet tall as part of a prayer gar-
den that was designed and con-
ceptualized by Haylee Boswell 
– a 2010 graduate of the school, 
a 2014 Trinity High School 
graduate, and now a freshman 
nursing student at Shenandoah 
University in Winchester, Va.

Ms. Boswell began the proj-
ect under the tenure of Father 
Chester Snyder, who was the 
pastor until 2012 when Father 
Louis Ogden began his pastoral 
ministry there.  

On the Feast of Our Lady of 
the Most Holy Rosary, Oct. 7, 
more than 500 students, faculty 
and parish faithful gathered out-
side the school for a blessing ceremony officiated by 
Father Ogden, who was joined by Father Jose Mera-

Members of the school choir offer spiritual selections during the blessing cer-
emony.

The Mysteries of the Rosary on granite stones grace St. Joseph School as stu-
dents head to class. The project was the effort of St. Joseph and Trinity High 
School graduate Haylee Boswell.

HRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Father Louis Ogden, pastor of St. Joseph Parish, blesses the granite depictions of the Mysteries of the 
Rosary on the school grounds Oct. 7.

Vallejos, parochial vicar, and Deacon Jack Paruso, who 
both also sprinkled the stones with Holy Water.  

In addition to the blessing, 
the student choirs – vocal 
and instrumental – rendered 
a number of devotional mu-
sical pieces to honor the 
Blessed Mother. 

Ms. Boswell was not able 
to attend the ceremony, given 
she is attending college, but 
Father Ogden spoke of her 
dedication to the school and 
parish as a lifelong member. 
Ms. Boswell, a Girl Scout 
for 12 years, has received her 
Bronze, Silver Religious and 
Gold Awards in scouting, 
and she initiated the project 
as a Girl Scout Gold Award, 
making it her mission to de-
sign, plan and create the Ro-
sary Garden for the parish. 

“Throughout the comple-
tion of my Girl Scout Gold 
Award, I was taught how to 
devise plans, find ways that 
the project can be properly 
executed, make connections 
and finish a goal,” she said. 
“I am very appreciative for 
the opportunity that I have 
had working with Father Og-
den and parish manager Mr. 

John Durhle in order to form a tool which will teach 
classes how to pray the Holy Rosary.”
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