
November 21, 2014 vol. 48 No. 22

The

CatholicWitness
The Newspaper of the Diocese of Harrisburg

Pope Confirms  
Visit to 

Philadelphia
By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

Pope Francis said he would attend the World 
Meeting of Families in Philadelphia in Septem-
ber 2015, making it the first confirmed stop on 
what is expected to be a more extensive papal 
visit to North America.

The pope made the announcement Nov. 17 in 
a speech opening an interreligious conference on 
traditional marriage.

“I would like to confirm that, God willing, in 
September 2015 I will go to Philadelphia for the 
eighth World Meeting of Families,” the pope 
said.

The announcement had been widely expected, 
since Pope Benedict XVI had said before his re-
tirement that he hoped to attend the Philadelphia 
event. Popes typically fulfill their predecessors’ 
publicly known travel plans, as Pope Francis did 
in July 2013 when he attended World Youth Day 
in Rio de Janeiro.

Philadelphia Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, 
who was in Rome for the families meeting, told 
Catholic News Service the announcement was 
“a surprise in the sense that it was announced so 
early; you know usually they don’t make these 
announcements – four months out is the typical 
and here we are 10 months away, and the Holy 
Father said he is coming to Philadelphia.”

“The Holy Father has said that he’s going to be 
coming to Philadelphia for quite a few months,” 
he told Catholic News Service. “He’s been telling 
me that personally, but for him to announce it of-
ficially that he is coming so early is really quite 
an unusual thing, so it’s going to re-energize our 
efforts. There’s lot of enthusiasm already, but I 
think 90 percent of the enthusiasm’s based on the 
fact that the Holy Father will be with us, and now 
that he’s said that I expect that there will be even 
a double amount of enthusiasm ... and I’m very 
happy about that.”

Catholicphilly.com reported the archbishop 
noted that Pope Francis has focused “on the many 
challenges that families face today globally. His 
charisma, presence and voice will electrify the 
gathering.

“As I’ve said many times before, I believe that 
the presence of the Holy Father will bring all of 
us – Catholic and non-Catholic alike – together 
in tremendously powerful, unifying and healing 
ways. We look forward to Pope Francis’ arrival 
in Philadelphia next September, and we will wel-
come him joyfully with open arms and prayerful 
hearts.”

“Today’s news confirming our fervent hope 
that our Holy Father would come to Pennsylvania 
next year brings me great joy, said Bishop Ron-
ald Gainer of Harrisburg. “I am confident that 
the visit of Pope Francis to Philadelphia for the 
World Meeting of Families in September 2015 
will be an uplifting and grace-filled experience 
for all.”

“I strongly encourage Catholics in our diocese 
and people of all faiths and good will to consid-
er attending the events that call together people 
from all over the world in faithful celebration of 
the family—the sanctuary of love and life,” he 
said.

In August, Pope Francis told reporters accom-
panying him on the plane back from South Korea 
that he “would like” to go to Philadelphia. The 
pope also noted that President Barack Obama and 
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Father Andrew Stahmer, pastor of Holy Angels Parish in Kulmpont, gives Holy Communion to Hannah Yucha 
during a Mass celebrated at Our Lady of Lourdes Regional School in Coal Township by Bishop Ronald Gainer 
on Nov. 5. See additional photos and information about the PreK-12 school on page 10.

CNS/BOB ROLLER
A bishop casts a vote Nov. 11 during the annual fall 
general assembly of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops in Baltimore. 

Catholic News Service

Though there were no actions on the U.S. bishops’ 
agenda in Baltimore dealing with immigration, pov-
erty and other public policy issues, the president of 
their conference said Nov. 11 that he hopes to meet 
with President Barack Obama and House and Senate 
leaders soon on several topics.

In a brief comment during the annual fall general 
assembly of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
in Baltimore, Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of Louis-
ville, Ky., said he had heard from many of his brother 
bishops about those issues and hopes conferring with 
the politicians will supplement the work that commit-
tees and USCCB staff are doing.

He told Catholic News Service that he intends to 
pursue a meeting with the president and congressio-
nal leaders as soon as December.

In other action on the second public day of the Nov. 
10-13 meeting, the bishops:

• Approved several liturgical items, including a 
revised translation of the ritual book used whenever 
a new church is built or when a new altar is made; 
the first official English translation of the ritual book 
“Exorcisms and Related Supplications”; and a sup-
plement to the Liturgy of the Hours that is an English 
translation of the prayers used for the feast days of 
saints who have been added to the general calendar 
since 1984.

• Voted to proceed with a revision of a section of the 
Ethical and Religious Directives for Catholic Health 
Care Services dealing with partnerships.

Bishops Approve Liturgy Items,  
Hold Elections at Assembly

• Endorsed the sainthood cause of Father Paul 
Wattson, co-founder of the Society of the Atonement 
in 1899, and in his day a leading advocate of Chris-
tian unity.

• Approved a 2015 budget of just under $189.5 mil-
lion. They also voted on a 3 percent increase in the 
diocesan assessment for 2016, but the vote fell short 
of the required two-thirds majority of the 197 bishops 
required to approve it. Eligible members absent from 
the Baltimore meeting will be canvassed to determine 
the final vote.

Bishop Michael F. Burbidge of Raleigh, N.C., 
chairman of the Committee on Clergy, Consecrated 

Life and Vocations, gave a presentation on the 
newly revised “Guidelines for Receiving Pasto-
ral Ministers in the United States.”

As the number of priests and pastoral minis-
ters from other countries increases in the United 
States, he said the resource – now in its third 
edition – provides information for dioceses, ep-
archies and religious communities to prepare 
international ministers for their service and help 

More ELECTIONS, page 13
More VISIT, page 13
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The Catholic Hispanic Charismatic Renewal of the Diocese of Harrisburg invites you to the 
10th conference which will be held at the Cardinal Keeler Center, 4800 Union Deposit Road, 
Harrisburg, PA 17111, on Saturday, November 22, 2014, from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. The 
theme for this event is “Healing and Transformation by the Action of the Holy Spirit.” The spe-
cial guest presenter is internationally known Father Darío Betancourt from Columbia. He will 
be assisted by Father Rodrigo A. Arrazola, Pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Cornwall, 
and the liaison of the Hispanic Charismatic Renewal of the Diocese of Harrisburg. Music will 
be provided by D’GENESIS of Maryland; and there will be additional entertainment by the 
dance group “Angels of God” and the theater group “Totus Tuus” from Chambersburg. Bishop 
Ronald Gainer will be present in the morning to greet people. The cost is $10 per person and 
tickets will be available at the door. Lunch will be an additional cost at the Cardinal Keeler 
Center. For more information please contact Father Rodrigo Arrazola at 717-273-1574 or email  
frrarrazola@hbgdiocese.org.  

La Renovación Carismática Católica Hispana de la Diócesis de Harrisburg los invita a la déc-
ima conferencia que se llevara a cabo en el Centro Cardinal Keeler, 4800 Union Deposit Road, 
Harrisburg, PA 17111 el sábado 22 de noviembre de 2014 de 8:00 a.m. a 7:00 p.m. El Tema para 
este evento es “Sanados y Transformados por la Acción del Espíritu Santo.” El presentador 
e invitado especial es conocido internacionalmente, padre Darío Betancourt de Colombia. El 
padre Rodrigo A. Arrozala, párroco de la iglesia del Sagrado Corazón de Jesús Cornwall, PA 
y el Coordinador de la Renovación Carismática Hispana de la Diócesis de Harrisburg, asistirá 
el Padre Betancourt. El grupo D’GENESIS de Maryland serán los músicos. Habrá entreten-
imiento adicional presentado por el grupo danza “Ángeles de Dios” y el grupo teátrico “Totus 
Tuus” de Chambersburg, PA. Obispo Ronald Gainer estará presente en la mañana para salu-
dar a la gente. El costo por persona será $10 y habrán boletos disponibles en la puerta. El al-
muerzo será un costo adicional en el Centro Cardenal Keeler. Para más información por favor  
comunicarse con el Padre Rodrigo Arrazola por teléfono al 717-273-1574 o por correo elec-
trónico al frrarrazola@hbgdiocese.org. 

Catholic Hispanic Charismatic 
Renewal Conference

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Waste Management recently provided $6,000 in scholarship as-
sistance to benefit K-12 students attending Catholic schools in the 
diocese. The contribution was made possible through the compa-
ny’s participation in Pennsylvania’s Educational Improvement Tax 
Credit (EITC) program, which provides tax credits to businesses that 
contribute to scholarship organizations, such as the Diocese of Har-
risburg’s Neumann Scholarship Foundation. Tom Stang of Waste 
Management recently presented the check to Father Edward J.  
Quinlan, Diocesan Secretary for Education. For information on 
how your business can participate in the EITC program, contact 
Paula Lasecki, Director of the Diocesan Office of Development, at 
plasecki@hbgdiocese.org or 717-657-4804.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness 

On the Feast Day of St. Albert the 
Great, a Doctor of the Church and 
a respected philosopher, theologian 
and teacher known for his intellectual 
abilities, several hundred diocesan cat-
echists, teachers and youth ministry 
leaders were bolstered in their roles as 
witnesses during the annual Diocesan 
Catechetical Conference.

Gathered before the altar for Mass at 
the Cardinal Keeler in Center in Har-
risburg, they were reminded of the 
words of Pope Francis from his Apos-
tolic Exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium, 
on the Joy of the Gospel:

“On the lips of the catechist the 
first proclamation must ring out over 
and over: ‘Jesus Christ loves you; he 
gave his life to save you; and now he 
is living at your side every day to en-
lighten, strengthen and free you.’ This 
first proclamation is called ‘first’ not 
because it exists at the beginning and 
can then be forgotten or replaced by 
other more important things. It is first 
in a qualitative sense because it is the 
principal proclamation, the one which 
we must hear again and again in dif-
ferent ways, the one which we must an-
nounce one way or another throughout 
the process of catechesis, at every level 
and moment.”

With this quote, Bishop Ronald 
Gainer began his homily during the 
Mass celebrated at the Nov. 15 confer-
ence, reminding the catechists of their 
roles as “co-workers in the Truth of Je-
sus Christ.”

“Be confident that you are a co-
worker in spreading the Gospel of 
Jesus, not just by the words you say, 
but more importantly by the way you 
live,” Bishop Gainer remarked.

“We need to be formed. We need to 
continue to deepen our love of Christ 
so that we can proclaim that love. We 
need to continue to deepen our under-
standing and our confidence in Christ’s 
presence with us, so we can com-
municate that to others,” the bishop 
said. “Be witnesses by your words, 
but more especially witnesses by your 
lives to that first proclamation: Jesus 
loves you. Jesus gave his life to save 
you, Jesus is at your side to enlighten, 

Conference Bolsters Catechists as Witnesses to Christ

strengthen and free you.”
The theme of the Catechetical Con-

ference was “The Catechist as Wit-
ness to the Person of Christ,” calling 
catechists to draw people into a deeper 
faith in Christ and in the Church and 
to present them with the fullness of the 
faith.

In an engaging keynote address, 
Patrick Coffin, host of the national 
Catholic radio show “Catholic An-
swers Live,” told the crowd that effec-
tive catechesis starts with listening, not 
speaking. 

“Your effectiveness can’t have as its 
starting point what we know and what 
we want to share; instead, it’s listen-
ing for where the person is itching,” he 
said. “Every one of your students are 
completely different. They have dif-
ferent story lines, they have different 
families of origin, different personali-
ties. There is no one-size-fits-all cat-
echesis, because everyone is unique. 
Therefore, we need to start with what 
they need, not with what we know.”

“Our young people are starving for 
simple truths, and sometimes we give 
them jargon. But they just really want 
us to be real with them,” said Mr. Cof-
fin. “They want to hear us say, ‘I don’t 
know, but let’s find the answer.’ ‘That’s 
a really good question, let’s discover it 
together.’”

“The people we serve – young and 
old – are bruised and wounded, and 
they are hungry not for an argument 

or a debate, but for truth. Witness that 
truth by your kindness, by your faith,” 
he said.

Mr. Coffin, an author whose work 
has appeared in Inside the Vatican 
and The National Catholic Register, 
pointed to recent statistics regarding 
the number of people who have left the 
Church. 

Regarding adults who enter the 
Church after completing the RCIA 
process, roughly half them aren’t at-

tending Mass on a regular basis a year 
later. Only 30 percent of Americans 
raised Catholic continue to practice 
the faith. Nearly 80 percent of people 
who no longer identify themselves as 
Catholic have already done so by their 
early 20s.

“That’s a tragedy,” Mr. Coffin re-
marked. “You and I are sitting on the 
greatest arsenal in history. We have the 
greatest resources of goodness, beauty 
and truth.” 

“What has to accompany the reasons 
for our faith is our own discipleship, so 
that when people see us, they see some 
reflection of the dynamic and personal 
touch of Jesus,” he said.

The annual Catechetical Conference 
is designed to support the work of cat-
echists in the Diocese of Harrisburg by 
fostering the on-going instruction, for-
mation, and encouragement of parish 
catechists, catechetical leaders, Cath-
olic school teachers, youth ministry 
leaders, and adult faith formation and 
RCIA instructors.

The daylong gathering also included 
35 workshops presented across four 
one-hour sessions, focusing on such 
topics as apologetics, medical moral 
issues, the New Evangelization, and 
art in religious education.

Catechists, youth ministers, RCIA instructors and Catholic school staff mem-
bers gather at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg Nov. 15 for the annual  
Catechetical Conference, which focused this year on “The Catechist as Witness 
to the Person of Christ.”

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Patrick Coffin, host of the 
national Catholic radio show 
“Catholic Answers Live,” 
engages the crowd during 
his keynote address at the 
annual Catechetical  
Conference. “We need to 
use the name of Jesus 
in our teaching,” he said. 
“There is power in the name 
of Jesus. Ask God for the 
grace to be bold, and give 
people the fullness of the 
Catholic faith.”
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By Joelle Shea

Special to The Witness

Over the past two years, Catholic advocates in Pennsylvania 
made their voices heard on issues ranging from education to re-
spect for life, from health care to religious liberty. No matter the 
subject, you have brought Gospel values and the teachings of the 
Church into the public square. Catholics across the state, partnered 
with the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference (PCC), affected change 
and promoted the common good in our Commonwealth.   

While the 2013-2014 legislative session is over, there is still much 
work to be done. In January 2015, a new legislature and Governor 
Wolf will be sworn in and begin their work. Here are some of the 
major issues we’ve tackled together, and what we might expect in 
the new legislative session.  

One of the most high profile issues for the PCC, Pennsylvania 
Catholic Health Association (PCHA), and Catholic advocates was 
abortion opt-out legislation. Passed in 2013, this law clearly pro-
hibits the taxpayer supported insurance plans created under the 
federal health care exchange from covering elective abortions. 

No new laws modifying PA’s death penalty statute were enacted 
this session. Governor Corbett issued a reprieve to Hubert Michael 
due to the Department of Corrections’ apparent inability to carry 
out the execution because of a lack of lethal injection drugs. The 
governor has stated that the reprieve will remain in effect until the 
DOC obtains the necessary execution drugs, which could happen 
at any time. Once the drugs are acquired, the execution will be 
rescheduled. An action alert about the death penalty remains active 
on the PCC website, www.pacatholic.org. 

Act 130, the Down Syndrome Prenatal and Postnatal Education 
Act, was supported by the PCC, PCHA and our advocates. One 
of the goals of this legislation is to reduce the high percentage of 
Down syndrome babies who are aborted. Passed in 2014, this law 
ensures that parents are armed with the information and support 
they need to understand their child’s Down syndrome diagnosis. It 
requires health care providers to provide resources and information 
to families who receive a diagnosis of Down syndrome.

In the area of education, the PCC advocated for improvements 
to the popular Education Improvement Tax Credits and the Op-
portunity Scholarship Tax Credit programs. While EITC/OSTC 
programs were level-funded in the 2014-2015 state budget, several 
changes were made: a business may now elect to apply for an alter-
nate credit should its preferred credit be unavailable; after January 
1 of each fiscal year, the department will be permitted to transfer 
unused credits from one program to another; large partnerships and 
LLC’s will be able to create smaller subsidiary partnerships whose 
members can then participate in the EITC and OSTC programs.

Next session, the PCC will continue to work to defend religious 
liberty regarding the authority of the state government to influence 
religious childcare ministries and curriculum as well as equal fund-
ing for textbooks and auxiliary services for non-public schools. 

Governor Corbett’s Healthy Pennsylvania plan received federal 
approval, meaning as many as 600,000 more Pennsylvanians will 
be able to access quality, affordable health care through the private 
insurance market. PCC and PCHA applauded the federal approval 
of Healthy Pennsylvania as one more step toward affording ac-
cess to health care for all persons. Also in the realm of healthcare, 
PCHA and PCC lobbied for an extension of the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program, which had been set to expire.

PCC and PCHA also supported an expansion of Pennsylvania’s 
designated safe havens. Now police stations, in addition to hospi-
tals, are designated as sanctioned safe havens for placing unwanted 
newborns. This will hopefully prevent tragedy by providing par-
ents in crisis additional locations at which they could place their 
newborns. 

The PCC and our Catholic Advocacy Network were very active 
in supporting Senate Bill 75, which strengthens PA’s laws against 
human trafficking. In fact, the Polaris Project, a national agency 
working to combat human trafficking, named Pennsylvania as one 
of the most improved states in acknowledgement of this legisla-
tion. 

Thomas Jefferson famously said, “We in America do not have 
government by the majority. We have government by the majority 
who participate.” If we want our society to change, we as Catholics 
must be one of the voices speaking in the public square, we must 
participate.  

The legislation listed here is just a sampling of the issues on 
which the PCC, PCHA and our advocates worked together in the 
2013-2014 legislative session. To become an advocate and add 
your voice to those of thousands of other Catholics, visit www.
pacatholic.org or www.facebook.com/pacatholic. 

(Joelle Shea is the Director of Outreach for the Pennsylvania 
Catholic Conference – the public affairs agency of Pennsylvania’s 
Catholic bishops and the Catholic dioceses of Pennsylvania.)

A Review of 
the 2013-2014  

Legislative Session

Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

November 22 – Welcome Address for Hispanic Charismatic Renewal, Cardinal Keeler Center, 
Harrisburg, 9 a.m.

November 23 – Mass and blessing of the Perpetual Adoration Chapel at St. Patrick Parish in York, 
10:45 a.m.

November 24 – Installation to the Ministry of Reader and the Ministry of Acolyte, St. Vincent 
Archabbey Basilica, Latrobe, Pa., 7:30 p.m.  

November 25 – Groundbreaking for New Memory Support Center, St. Anne’s Retirement 
Community, Columbia, 2:30 p.m.; Sacrament of Confirmation, St. John Neumann Church, Lancaster, 
7 p.m.

November 26 – Homilist at Interfaith Thanksgiving Eve Service, Our Lady of the Blessed 
Sacrament Church, Harrisburg, 7:30 p.m.

November 30 – Pastoral Visit to Our Lady of Mercy Parish, Catawissa, 10 a.m.
December 1 – Advent Day of Reflection for Priests, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 1 p.m.
December 4 – Celebrate Mass for the Order of Malta, St. Joseph Church, Lancaster, 5:30 p.m.
December 5 – Keynote Address for the National Association of Diaconate Directors 

Region III Assembly, Eden Resort, Lancaster, 7 p.m.
December 6 – Celebrate Mass for the National Association of Diaconate Directors Region III 

Assembly, Eden Resort, Lancaster, 11 a.m.
December 7 – Pastoral Visit to Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish, Marysville, 8:30 a.m. 

Correction
The “Faithful Heroes on the Battlefield” article that ap-

peared in the Nov. 7 edition of The Catholic Witness spelled 
Sgt. Joseph Novak’s name incorrectly. We apologize for the 
mistake, and thank Sgt. Novak for his graciousness.

“Blessed are the merciful, for they 
shall obtain mercy.” (Matthew 5:7)

A promising spiritual journey of faith for youth 
ages 16-18 and their chaperones, and for young 
adults ages 18-35.

A retreat experience  
in Poland July 24-26

• Czestochowa, home of the Pauline Monastery 
on top of Jasna Gorga Mountain and the image of 
Our Lady known as the Black Madonna

• Auschwitz, the Nazi Concentration Camp and 
the cell of St. Maximilian Kolbe

• Auschwitz II, where Edith Stein was put 
to death for being born Jewish and joining the  
Catholic Church

• Lagiewnki, home of St. Faustina’s Shrine of  
Divine Mercy

• Wadowice, the birthplace of St. John Paul II
• Wieliczka, the site of the Underground Salt  

Cathedral
World Youth Day in Krakow  

July 26-31 with Pope Francis
• Daily Mass and catechesis sessions
• Tours of historical sites, cultural programs and 

exhibitions
• Walking tours of Krakow in the footsteps of  

St. John Paul II

World Youth Day
Krakow, Poland

World Youth Day Opening Mass
February 7, 2015, at the Cardinal 
Keeler Center in Harrisburg
Sacrament of Reconciliation at 9 a.m.
Mass at 10 a.m., followed by a gathering
Catechesis on the Holocaust
April 15 and 16, 2015 at Lancaster 
Catholic High School
Mass marking one year until the 
WYD Papal Mass, to include Catholic 
Youth Experience (CYX)
August 1, 2015, at the Cardinal 
Keeler Center in Harrisburg
Sacrament of Reconciliation at 9 a.m.
Mass at 10 a.m., followed by a gathering

World Youth Day Catechesis Sessions
December 5, 2015
March 5, 2016
June 11, 2016
Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg
Sacrament of Reconciliation at 9 a.m.
Catechesis sessions from 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
World Youth Day Send Off
July 16, 2016, at the Cardinal Keeler 
Center in Harrisburg
Sacrament of Reconciliation at 9 a.m.
Mass at 10 a.m., followed by a gathering
Stateside Vigil and WYD Mass
July 30-31, 2016
Location TBA

July 23- 
August 1, 2016

• Stations of the Cross and the  
Sacrament of Reconciliation

• Prayer services and addresses by 
the Holy Father

• World Youth Day Vigil Mass with 
Pope Francis, and an overnight camp 
out

• Sending Forth Mass with the Holy 
Father and clergy from around the 
world

Cost is $3,949 per person (does not 
include WYD fees or travel insurance), 
based on two or three persons per 
room. There is a $100 early bird dis-
count with deposit by Feb. 15, 2015. 
After that day, deposits received before 
April 15, 2015, will receive a $50 dis-
count. 

For more information, a complete 
itinerary and a payment schedule, con-
tact Virginia Pereira at 717-657-4804, 
ext. 327, or vpereira@hbgdiocese.
org, or visit www.hbgdiocese.org/ 
youth-and-young-adults/.

Local World Youth Day Events Open to All
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The Eucharist: Trinity
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC

Special to The Witness

Recently, I had an amazing privilege of visiting one of our elementary 
schools in the southeastern part of the diocese. I was asked by the principal to 
continue a conversation with them about virtual integrity and being a Catholic 
in a connected world that I began several years ago. The ex-
changes between an educator who no longer teaches within 
a classroom and young minds that are hungry to know and 
deepen their love for God are always 
moments of intense grace for me.

The chat that I had with the sev-
enth- and eighth-graders centered on 
the meaning of friendship in the two 
realms that any “connected” teen ex-
periences: the face-to-face and the cy-
ber worlds. In the face-to-face world, 
friends are defined as someone you 
can trust and with whom you can de-
velop a relationship. A “friend” in this world is a noun: a 
person possessing amazing dignity. In the cyber-world, a friend, the teens 
pointed out, is someone whom you might not know. A friend is a “posses-
sion,” whom you “have,” and whose relationship is based solely on words 
and a “click.” “Friends,” under this meaning, become a verb, something you 
do. With this understanding of “friends,” one can easily objectify people. One 
“owns” them. This attitude is diametrically opposed to the message of Christ.

When I connected these two dots for the students, they were left in utter 
silence and their mouths hung open. Score! They got what I was trying to 
tell them. Their response to me about their deep need for friendship got me 
thinking and praying. I realized in a deepened way that our hearts, our very 
being, have been created for relationships. We are indeed made in the image 
and likeness of God who is in Himself a community. God is Three Persons, a 
community, a relationship, a communion of Persons that exists in love.  

According to Father James Farfaglia, pastor, author and blogger for Catho-
lic Online, “When we look upon God as a communion of persons, we com-
prehend the image of God stamped into all of existence. Human nature, mar-
riage, the family, human society and the Church are all icons of the Triune 
God who is a communion of three Persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Man 
is a communion because man has been created as male and female. Adam 
is not complete until the creation of Eve. Pope John Paul II affirmed that 
‘man becomes an image of God not so much in the moment of solitude as 
in the moment of communion’” (http://www.catholic.org/news/hf/faith/story.
php?id=36740).

The idea of communion in relationship can be seen within the essence of 
faith. The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches, “Faith is a personal act 
– the free response of the human person to the initiative of God who reveals 
himself. But faith is not an isolated act. No one can believe alone, just as no 
one can live alone. You have not given yourself faith as you have not given 
yourself life. The believer has received faith from others and should hand it 
on to others. Our love for Jesus and for our neighbor impels us to speak to 
others about our faith. Each believer is thus a link in a great chain of believ-
ers. I cannot believe without being carried by the faith of others, and by my 
faith I help support others in the faith” (CCC, 166). So, by our very nature, we 
are called to communion with others.

How do we begin to live this life of communion? Father Farfaglia notes, 
“First, start by forming the habit of seeing Jesus in each person. This will 
certainly help when you do not feel like talking to someone. Jesus is hidden 
in every individual. Secondly, no one should be seen as a stranger. We are all 
brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus. Thirdly, if you are shy, acquire a new 
virtue. Force yourself to be outgoing. In this way, you will be sure to make 
new friends. Fourthly, be universal in your charity. Do not avoid anyone. Do 
not form clicks. Do not stick to your own age group or your own nationality.”

Where do we get the strength to do what Father Farfaglia describes? The 
Eucharist. Through our Eucharistic communion, we experience Christ’s death 
and resurrection. We experience TODAY how Jesus lived and showed us the 
true meaning of what being human is all about. We experience the ultimate 
hunger of all of humanity: to be in relationship with one another and with cre-
ation. Isn’t this the ultimate meaning of communion, community and friend-
ship? Isn’t this the ultimate meaning of what being “connected” is all about?

(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network 
Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and a member of the IT Depart-
ment. An educator for 28 years, she is responsible for Professional Develop-
ment Programs for every age learner. Through her presentations, she chal-
lenges her audiences to be the individual God has called them to be.)

World Meeting of Families
November Theme: Created for Joy

“A plan for life and  
the love which sustains us.”

We are created for joy. We are not an 
accident. We were not created by a God 
who was a disinterested observer. We 
were created by God, who revealed him-
self through Jesus Christ. The teachings 
of Jesus give a meaning to our Catholic 
faith and family life.

Many people believe that the human 
person is only “an accident of evolu-
tion,” that we are “carbon atoms with an 
attitude” (Love is our Mission, 2). The 
existence of modern technology and a 
high standard of living seems to lend 
even more credibility to the rational per-
son finding his or her own meaning. But 
we know that we are much more than 
random things; we are creations of God 
and we have a purpose on earth.  

For thousands of years, human be-
ings have asked the fundamental ques-
tions about who we are and why we 
are here. Many religious traditions 
took shape in response to those ques-
tions. From those competing elements, 
Christianity emerged and has remained 
strong for over 2000 years. But the ques-
tions continue even to this day, and the 
complexity and difficulty of life makes 
these questions even more relevant. For 
some, agnostic cynicism seems the bet-
ter choice. But as Christians, we trust in 
Jesus Christ.

“Jesus reveals God and  
the plan begins to unfold.”

Christians have met Jesus “through 
the witness of the saints and apostles, 
though Scripture and sacrament, in prayer and service to the poor, in worship and 
through friends and family” (Love is our Mission, 8). God came to earth as the 
human infant Jesus. He lived a human life with all the joys and sufferings that 
humans experience. Then he was crucified by his fellow humans, for his fellow 
humans, and he was resurrected three days later.  

God is not a capricious being who lives in a far off world with no interest in 
humanity. He is not a being who is jealous or in competition with humanity. God 
wants us to do well. He has travelled with us and will continue to travel with us 
on our journeys through life.  

Our entire theology as Christians is built around the fact that God became a 
man, then died and rose again. Jesus was the Son of the Father, and with his Fa-
ther he sent his spirit to be with the people. As baptized Christians we are part of 
that covenant.

“Jesus reveals our human identity and destiny.”
Our lives are “hidden with Christ” (Col 3:3). God loved us so much that he took 

human form to tell us who He is and who we are.  
We were created in the image of God. This means that we are precious to God 

and have basic human dignity. God will continue to live in us no matter what we 
do to darken that image. Because of this, we cannot speak of humanity without 
also speaking of God. “If the nature of God is to be a Trinity of communion – Fa-
ther, Son and Holy Spirit – and we are made in that image, then our nature is to be 
interdependent. To be a person, we need communion” (Mulieris Dignitatem, 7). 
We also need to be in relationship. We need to love and be loved. This is the basis 
for Church teaching on the family.

We believe that in order to understand ourselves, we need to know God. When 
we speak of marriage, we know that Jesus spoke of the union of husband and 
wife, how two become one flesh. We know that Paul explained the same plan to 
the Corinthians, then the Ephesians, and then to the people of Rome. Paul also 
spoke of how people might turn away from this plan through sin.

“Love is the family mission.”
Love is the mission of every person, and for this reason, the theme of the World 

Meeting in 2015 is Love is our Mission. God’s love is always there and it always 
calls to us. Our Catholic faith is built on the foundation that God’s love, fully ac-
cepted by humans, will give us true happiness. We are truly created for joy.

Thoughts
from a Catholic  

Evangelist
Sister Geralyn 
Schmidt, SCC

Questions to consider…
What does love mean to you?
What does it mean to you to be “created in the image of God?”
How can you live out God’s mission of love? 

In preparation for the World Meet-
ing of Families to be hosted in Phil-
adelphia on September 22-27, 2015, 
The Catholic Witness is presenting 
reflections on ten monthly themes at 
the center of the conference. Those 
planning the World Meeting of 
Families have developed a prepara-
tory catechesis that focuses on the 
themes, and the reflections present-
ed in The Catholic Witness are writ-
ten by Victoria Laskowski, Director 
of the Office of Family Ministries 
for the Diocese of Harrisburg. Infor-
mation and registration for the con-
ference is available at www.world 
meeting2015.org. Information about 
the Festival of Families and a Papal 
Mass, as well as details on busses 
running from locations throughout 
the diocese will be published here 
as it becomes available.
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By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness

You might have noticed Christmas decorations in department stores, even be-
fore Halloween! There is always such excitement and anticipation for Christmas, 
but do we give pause to the weeks leading up to the Nativity? 

November 30 is the first Sunday of Advent this year. The Catholic Witness will 
provide several resources to help celebrate the four weeks of Advent.

Advent comes from the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming.” We are cel-
ebrating the coming of Christ. And while it is enjoyable to watch Christmas mov-
ies and visit Santa, there are fun ways to enjoy Advent too! 

The most popular and well known of course, is the Advent wreath. This can 
be a fun activity to share, starting with the wreath itself. As a family, you could 
take a walk in your neighborhood or go for a hike and collect evergreen branches, 
pinecones and holly berries. This could be a good time to explain what the Advent 
wreath represents:

The circle of evergreen represents everlasting life, the pinecones used to deco-
rate the wreath are symbolic of resurrection and fruits [holly berries] represent 
the nourishing fruitfulness of the Christian life. The wreath and candles as a 
whole symbolize Advent because of the “coming” of light into the world. Each 
candle represents the four weeks of Advent, three purple and one rose. The pur-
ple candles symbolize the prayer, penance and preparatory sacrifices and good 
works. The rose candle is lit on the third Sunday, Gaudete Sunday, the Sunday of 
rejoicing because the faithful have arrived at the midpoint of Advent.

Another spiritual daily activity is a Jesse Tree.
The Jesse Tree was created to help people link the custom of decorating 

Christmas trees to the events leading up to Jesus’ birth. The tradition of 
decorating Christmas trees actually predates the arrival of Christianity in 
western Europe and was adopted by the early Church. In order to associ-
ate the custom more clearly with Christianity, people made Jesse Trees—
Christmas trees with decorations related to the events of Jesus’ birth and 
the prophecies about him in the Old Testament. Many parishes and families 
make Jesse Trees during Advent to remind them of these events as they 
prepare for Christmas.

The story of Jesse, the father of David, is told in Isaiah 11:1-10. David’s 
story is found in 1 Samuel 16:1-13. (Credited: Loyola Press)

Advent, a season of joyful expectation 
before Christmas, begins Nov. 28 this 

year. The Advent wreath, with a candle 
marking each week of the season, is a 

traditional symbol of the liturgical period. 
CNS/LISA A. JOHNSTON

Celebrating Advent as a Family
Blessing of the Advent Wreath

When your Advent wreath is set up, either from years past or as one you cre-
ated with fresh resources, celebrate the first Sunday of Advent with a blessing:

When the blessing of the Advent wreath is celebrated in the home, it is ap-
propriate that it be blessed by a parent or another member of the family.

All make the sign of the cross as the leader says:  
Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
Response (R/.) Who made heaven and earth.

Then the Scripture, Isaiah 9: (lines 1-2 and 5-6) or Isaiah 63 (lines 16-17 & 
19) or Isaiah 64  (lines 2-7) is read:

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
R/. Thanks be to God.
With hands joined, the leader says:
Lord our God, 

we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ: 
he is Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples, 
he is the wisdom that teaches and guides us, 
he is the Savior of every nation. 
Lord God, 
let your blessing come upon us 
as we light the candles of this wreath. 
May the wreath and its light 
be a sign of Christ’s promise to bring us salvation. 
May he come quickly and not delay. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

R/. Amen.
The blessing may conclude with a verse from 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”:
O come, desire of nations, bind 

in one the hearts of humankind; 
bid ev’ry sad division cease 
and be thyself our Prince of peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel.

—From “Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers”

Scripture Readings   
Here is the scripture for the first 

two weeks of Advent to apply during 
the lighting of your wreath, maybe 
before or after a family meal:

First Week of Advent
 Sunday - I Thessalonians 3:12-4:2
 Monday - Isaiah 2:1-5
 Tuesday - Psalm 72 
 Wednesday - Isaiah 25:6-10

 Thursday - Matthew 7:21-27
 Friday - Psalm 27
 Saturday - Luke 1:26-38
 
Second Week of Advent
 Sunday - Philippians 1:4-11
 Monday - Psalm 85
 Tuesday - Matthew 18:12-14
 Wednesday - Zechariah 2:14-17
 Thursday - Psalm 145
 Friday - Matthew 11:16-19
 Saturday  - Sirach 48:1-11

Online Resources
For a daily ornament for your Jesse Tree, follow 

the Diocese of Harrisburg on Facebook, at www.
facebook.com/DioceseofHarrisburg. A daily print-
able ornament will be available for each day of Ad-
vent, with an explanation and a Scripture passage.

For an interactive Advent calendar, follow this 
link on the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops: www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/ 
liturgical-year/advent/index.cfm.

Please follow The Catholic Witness in the next several issues for 
more Advent resources to apply as a family, and check out the  
Harrisburg Diocese’s Web site, www.hgbdiocese.org/advent.

(Resources were found at www.catholiconline.org and www.usccb.org.)
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A Day of Prayer and Care was held Oct. 18 at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish 
in Mechanicsburg. The day was designed for people who care for persons 
who are ill, aged or have disabilities. A total of 65 participants and 150 volun-
teers attended the morning of spiritual renewal and an afternoon of relaxation 
activities, such as lessons in flower arrangement, cake decorating, jewelry 
making, as well as spa services, crafts and games. The event was mod-
eled after the Day of Prayer and Care that began in the Lancaster Deanery. 
The following parishes sponsored the event: Good Shepherd in Camp Hill, 
St. Patrick in Carlisle, St. Joseph in Mechanicsburg, St. Katharine Drexel in  
Mechanicsburg, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Mechanicsburg, St. Theresa  
Parish in New Cumberland, and Holy Infant in York Haven.

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

The archbishop who distributes char-
ity on behalf of Pope Francis has an-

nounced that the public restrooms in 
St. Peter’s Square will include show-
ers where the homeless can wash.

The service will require volunteers 
and donations of soap, towels and 

Vatican Public Restrooms to Include Showers for Homeless
clean underwear, Archbishop Konrad 
Krajewski, the papal almoner, told 
Catholic News Service Nov. 13. “We 
have to be evangelical, but intelligent, 
too.”

Several people living on the streets 
of Rome or in tents say it is not dif-
ficult to find a parish or charity that 
will give them something to eat, but 
finding a place to wash is much more 
difficult.

Barbara, a Polish woman who lives 
in a tent with her teenage son and a 
companion, said showers in the Vati-
can’s public restrooms “would be 
good. We’d thank them if it works.”

Her companion, who calls himself 
Stefano, said: “I’m a mason without 
work. I’ll help them build it. No prob-
lem.”

The news site Vatican Insider first 
reported the news that Archbishop 
Krajewski had asked the office gov-
erning Vatican City State to include 
showers in an already-approved proj-
ect to remodel the public restrooms in 
St. Peter’s Square.

The remodeling work and installa-
tion of the showers was scheduled to 
begin Nov. 17. The archbishop said 
the three shower stalls would be locat-
ed in the public restrooms a few steps 
north of Bernini’s Colonnade, just be-
hind the Vatican post office.

The archbishop told Vatican Insider 
that in early October he was talking to 

a homeless man near the Vatican and 
discovered it was the man’s 50th birth-
day. He invited the man to a restaurant 
for dinner, but the man declined, say-
ing a restaurant would not let him in 
because of his odor.

The Rome diocesan Caritas, the 
Community of Sant’Egidio and other 
organizations offer shower facilities to 
the homeless in Rome, Barbara said, 
“but there are so many things you have 
to do. You have to get there at 4 in the 
morning to sign in. Then only 15 peo-
ple get in each day.”

In addition, she said, because the 
number of homeless men is so much 
greater than the number of homeless 
women, many of the shower facilities 
are only for men or are open to women 
only a half day each week.

Archbishop Krajewski told Vatican 
Insider that he is visiting parishes in 
areas where homeless people gather 
and is encouraging them to install pub-
lic showers if they have not already. 
His office will help fund the building, 
he said.

“It is not simple,” he said. “It is eas-
ier to prepare sandwiches than to run a 
shower service –  you need volunteers, 
towels, clean underwear.” 
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Catholic Charities  
Receives Reaccreditation

Following an 18 month process, Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Har-
risburg received its 9th reaccreditation from the New York based Council on 
Accreditation (COA).

“The COA reviews are exhaustive and sometimes exhausting” said Pete 
Biasucci, the agency member who spearheaded the effort. The reaccredita-
tion begins with the submission of an electronic self-study that documents 
each of the agency’s programs with adherence to hundreds of standards. The 
standards relate primarily to service and client care, although administrative 
and governance receive attention as well. 

In addition to the self-study preparation and submission, the process in-
cludes comprehensive survey of stakeholders including clients, staff mem-
bers, contractors, funders and board members. The final stage of the process 
is a four-day, on-site visit with reviewers from the council. 

The reviewers begin their site visit with review of records. They then travel 
to the program sites to see agency facilities, and to interview clients as well 
as staff members. Members of the agency board of directors are also inter-
viewed.

“During their visit, they maintain a packed schedule and seek to verify the 
information contained in the self-study,” Mr. Biasucci said. “This cycle, it 
seems that there was an emphasis on risk management, prevention and other 
client safety measures.”

The accreditation from COA is a voluntary review mechanism that ensures 
high quality, service delivery on a variety of levels. In addition to COA, 
Catholic Charities is also accredited under the Pennsylvania Association of 
Nonprofit Organizations’ Standards for Excellence (PANO), which requires 
adherence to standards relating to administration, fundraising, board mem-
bership and governance. Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg is 
the only Catholic Charities in the state to hold both accreditations. 

“These accreditations are extremely important to us” said Mark A. Totaro, 
Ph.D., Executive Director/CEO of Catholic Charities. “They convey to our 
donors and funders that we have successfully achieved rigorous standards 
both programmatically and from a governance perspective.”

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Marjorie Conigliaro fought back 
tears as she recounted her family’s ex-
perience of homelessness three years 
ago. 

“When you’re homeless, you feel 
very low. You feel like you are be-
low things. You feel like you have no 
hope,” she said.

“You think about putting your kids 
up for adoption because you have let 
your family down, you have let your 
children down,” she expressed, stifling 
a sob as her husband, John, placed a 
supportive hand on her shoulder.

“I can’t even tell you how hard it is 
on the family when you’re homeless,” 
she said.

With Marjorie at the podium, the 
Conigliaros told their story of home-
lessness and newfound success during 
Catholic Charities’ “Come and See” 
benefit dinner.

The annual event, held this year on 
Nov. 4 at the Cardinal Keeler Center in 
Harrisburg, raises much-needed funds 
for Catholic Charities’ three Homes for 
Healing located at the St. Samuel Cen-
ter in Harrisburg: the Interfaith Shelter 
for Homeless Families, Lourdeshouse 
maternity home, and Evergreen House 
for women recovering from addiction.

The dinner draws benefactors for a 
meal, a guest speaker, donor opportu-
nities and information on the three resi-
dential programs. This year, patrons 
heard a first-hand account from a fam-
ily who found a better life after a suc-
cessful stay at the Interfaith Shelter.

Three years ago, the Conigliaros – a 
family with four children – were strug-
gling to make ends meet in their native 
New York. 

“We were always living in bad neigh-
borhoods, worrying about the children 
being outside, and just trying to protect 
them all the time,” Mrs. Conigliaro 
said. 

“We always had to go to the pantries, 
or find help to get diapers for the baby, 

Former Homeless Family Testifies to Success  
of Interfaith Shelter at Catholic Charities’ Dinner

or even milk,” she said.
They decided to move from New 

York in order to find a better life for 
their family. They chose Pennsylvania, 
because their daughter was already set-

tled here, but living arrangements with 
her weren’t permanent. Eventually, the 
Conigliaros were connected with the 
Interfaith Shelter.

“When we went into the shelter, we 
felt like we belonged there. We felt like 
we were part of something,” Mrs. Co-
nigliaro expressed.

Like all residents of the 30-day shel-
ter, they were given a private room, 
bedding and toiletries. Shelter staff 
connected Mr. Conigliaro to a steady 
job, and assisted the family in securing 
permanent housing while helping to 
care for their children.

“When we had nobody to help us, the 
people at the shelter opened their arms 
and opened their facility to us,” Mrs. 
Conigliaro said.

Since their stay at the Interfaith Shel-
ter in 2011, the family has relocated 
to better neighborhoods, and John has 

received several promotions at his job. 
Their children are succeeding at school; 
a ten-year-old daughter is one of the 
top readers in her class, and a college-
age son recently began studies at Valley 
Forge University. Mrs. Conigliaro has 
since earned her GED and now is em-
ployed at the shelter, and said she feels 
blessed to be able to give to others in 
return for what she and her family have 
received.

“I can’t thank you enough for your 
support,” she told the crowd at the din-
ner. “It means so much to the families 
who have nothing. You have helped us 
become something.”  

The Homes for Healing at the St. 
Samuel Center serve residents 24 hours 
a day, 365 days a year, at no charge to 
clients.

The Interfaith Shelter provides 30-
day emergency shelter, assistance in se-
curing permanent housing, food, cloth-
ing and baby supplies, and referrals for 
employment, healthcare and child care.

Lourdeshouse provides maternity 
care and residential services to preg-
nant women and their babies, including 
childbirth education, parenting classes, 
transportation and aftercare.

Evergreen House provides a safe 
and secure environment for women re-
covering from addiction. The program 
helps them achieve long-term recovery, 
find stable housing and learn job skills.

In a keynote speech during the “Come 
and See” dinner, Bishop Ronald Gainer 
remarked that the three programs “put 
skin on the compassion and the love of 
God for our brothers and sisters who 
are in need.”

He pointed out that, last year, the 
Homes for Healing provided more than 
59,000 meals and 21,300 overnight 
beds while serving 439 families and 
individuals.

“The focus on charity and on the 
poor is not only fundamental to the 
Gospel, it has been a consistent feature 
of Catholic social teaching since the 
very beginning of that legacy in the late 
19th century,” Bishop Gainer said. “It is 
what gathers us this evening, and what 
must inspire us tomorrow and always, 
to experience and rejoice in God’s love, 
mercy and compassion for us, and to be 
willing – even to be eager – to put our 
skin on it, so that others can experience 
God’s love as well.”

Donations of supplies, wish list items 
and monetary assistance can be made 
to the three Homes for Healing at any 
time of the year. For more information 
on assisting the programs, visit Catho-
lic Charities’ Web site at www.cchbg.
org or contact Christopher Meehan at 
717-657-4804, ext. 284, or cmeehan@
cchbg.org.

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

John and Marjorie Conigliaro
recount their experience of  
overcoming homelessness 

through the Interfaith Shelter for 
Homeless Families,  

during Catholic Charities’  
annual “Come and See” dinner.

Gilda Villa examines Bishop Ronald Gainer’s Episcopal ring following the bish-
op’s keynote address at the “Come and See” dinner in Harrisburg Nov. 4. Mrs. 
Villa, 86, recently refurbished the draperies at the Interfaith Shelter for Homeless 
Families, one of the three Homes for Healing operated by Catholic Charities of 
the Diocese of Harrisburg.
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By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

Last year on a balmy November day, the Sham-
rocks of Trinity High School’s girls’ soccer 

team felt the sting of losing the state final. A year 
later, with a cold, stiff wind in their face and temps 
barely in the 30s, the Shamrocks scored two goals 
in the first half to jump on top of the Centurions of 
Greensburg Central Catholic.

When Trinity’s midfielder Ashley Rogliano netted 
her third goal midway through the second half, the 
thrill of victory was blowing with the polar breeze at 

their back. With the 3-0 win, the Shamrocks won the 
Class A PIAA State Championship at Hersheypark 
Stadium and finished a stellar season at 22-1-2. 

Trinity’s run through the state championship 
bracket after winning the District 3 championship 
was hardly a breeze. They beat Christopher Dock 
in overtime and bested Warrior Run 3-2 in penalty 
kicks to advance to Hershey.

“It’s an awesome, awesome feeling,” hat trick 
scorer Ashley Rogliano said as her teammates cel-
ebrated around her. “I could not have done it without 
my teammates.” 

While the Shamrocks can score goals, it’s their de-

fense that won this championship, paced by goalie 
Amanda Knaub, who made three critical stops on 
Greensburg Central Catholic, who had their chanc-
es in the match’s early going. And junior defender 
Emily D’Amico shutdown the Centurions’ leading 
scorer (59-goal scorer Bailey Cartwright) and in the 
second half, Trinity’s goal was not threatened.

“We just worked so hard this year,” Emily 
D’Amico said. “To get so close last year and lose 
last year, it was just an awful feeling. To come back 
this year and redeem ourselves is just the best feel-
ing in the world.” 

Trinity Earns Redemption in State Final Win

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Shamrock midfielder  
Ashley Rogliano tries to 
control a loose ball. She 
scored five goals in the 
state playoffs.

Trinity’s Savannah Schultz 
boots a free kick.

The ‘Rocks celebrate 
the culmination of a 
great season.

Ashley Rogliano celebrates 
the moment with  
teammates. Next year, the 
Shamrocks will return most 
of their starting players.

Goalie Amanda Knaub  
celebrates Trinity’s first goal.



November 21, 2014 • The
 Catholic Witness - 9 

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

Winning the last football game of the season in 
December is always the mission of the Crusad-

ers of Bishop McDevitt High School. After an undefeated 
regular season this year, the Crusaders are poised to make 
their annual run at that Class AAA state title that has heart-
breakingly eluded the program. 

With two solid wins to begin the District 3 playoffs, the 
Crusaders seem destined to win their fifth straight District 
gold come November’s end. The Crusaders are led by se-
nior signal caller Nick Marsilio, who has multiple wide-
outs with great speed and size to break a big play on any 
given down. And Andre Robinson, future Nittany Lion, is 
a running back that dazzles with his slashing cuts and is 
rarely brought down with one tackler. 

Defense wins championships, they say, and McDevitt’s 
front is not easily pushed around. They blanked run-happy 
Cumberland Valley from a touchdown in September. To 
win that last game in December at Hersheypark Stadium, 
it seems stopping the run will be a must to hoist the cham-
pionship trophy. 

Crusaders Remain Undefeated as  
They Make Another Championship Run
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Faithful Coach Retires

Crusaders’ 
quarterback 
Nick Marsilio 
throws a bullet 
against  
Eastern York.

Andre Robinson 
breaks a tackle 
for a big gain. 
The running 
back has more 
than 1,000 
rushing yards 
despite missing 
seven games 
with a bruise 
injury.

McDevitt’s defense tackles 
a Baron rusher.

When Bishop McDevitt played Manheim Central in 
the second round of the District 3 Class AAA football 
championships at Rocco Ortenzio Stadium, the Crusad-

ers’ 35-10 victory over the Barons marked 
the last game for legendary head coach Mike 
Williams, who coached at Manheim Central 

for 34 years. In those three and half decades, 
he won 348 games, 20 Lancaster-Lebanon League 

Section 2 titles, 16 District championships, in-
cluding 10 straight during the 1990s, and the 
AAA state title in 2003.

Coach Williams is a faithful parishioner 
at St. Richard Parish in Manheim, which is 

located right next to the football field in the 
history-rich town.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness

Painters have a piece of work on canvas 
after their job is complete, doctors watch 
as their patient recovers, even journalists 
like me get to see a finished product. But 
how often does a teacher get to see a child 
they taught as an adult?

Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister The-
resa Vincent Kozlowski was recognized 
at this year’s Diocesan Education Confer-
ence for 50 years of service in Catholic 
education. In a recent interview at Our 
Lady of Lourdes Regional School in Coal 
Township where she is now assigned, Sis-
ter Theresa said her fondest memory is re-
turning to Lourdes after some 25 years of 
service in several other schools through-
out the dioceses of Allentown and Harris-
burg and the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, 
and teaching the children of parents she 
had taught in years prior. For her, it was 
coming full circle to see them with chil-
dren of their own. And even though she 
has taught in three different dioceses and 
at least 12 schools, Sister Theresa said, 
“Children are children wherever you go.”

Her favorite subject to teach is religion 
because, Sister Theresa said, “You see 
the innocence of the children in the lower 
grades and they eat up everything you 

At Lourdes, Sister Celebrates 50 Years of Education

Students, faculty and the community of Our Lady 
of Lourdes Regional School in Coal Township came 
together Nov. 5 in the school’s gymnasium for Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Ronald Gainer during a pastoral 
visit to the PreK-12 school.

Before Mass began, the younger students sang sev-
eral songs of praise. The young voices echoed through 
the gym, ready for prayer and the solemn Mass. The 
students welcomed the bishop with smiles and song, 
and to start his homily, he gave the students a home-
work assignment. He asked the students to go home 
and thank their parents for their choice of a Catholic 
education.

Lourdes Regional is currently home to more than 
480 students in grades preK-12, as it has focused on 
increased enrollment. This past summer saw upgrades 
and renovations to the school, including energy-effi-
cient windows and a resealed parking lot, as officials 
continue to consider future upgrades. Lourdes Region-
al has been spreading Catholic education in the coal re-
gion since it opened its doors to students in September 
of 1959. For more information on Lourdes, visit www.
lourdes.k12.pa.us.  

Lourdes Regional Welcomes  
Bishop for Celebration of Mass
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Bishop Ronald Gainer 
congratulates Immaculate 

Heart of Mary Sister  
Theresa Vincent  
Kozlowski at the  

Diocesan Education  
Conference for her 50 

years of service in  
Catholic education.

say.” And she feels blessed and is thankful 
to the Lourdes community for having her 
there to continue to participate in educa-
tion, attending sporting events and being 
there to congratulate the athletes during 
their success. 

When asked if there was a specific stu-
dent that stands out in her 50 years of edu-
cation ministry, she spoke about a child she 
remembered while teaching at St. Jerome 
School in Tamaqua, Pa., who would cry 
every day because she missed her mother. 
Sister Theresa would share in the girl’s sor-
row and tell her she missed her mother, too. 
Eventually the child would feel better. This 
child is now grown and is a teacher in Har-
risburg. Sister Theresa said she received a 
letter from her, explaining that Sister was 
the reason the woman decided to become 
a teacher, because of her kindness to her as 
a student.

Sister Theresa shared her advice for a 
new teacher: “Don’t be discouraged. The 
first year is a learning experience.” She 
feels it is important to keep the enthusi-
asm throughout the years, and commented 
about her own enthusiasm for her students: 
“Mine is from the glory of God. If you love 
what you are doing, you will continue. Be-
cause the children are so special and you 
watch your classes grow, they can do so 
many different things.”

Pre-Kindergarten students Sophia Andres, John Rhodes and Tessa Fourspring 
fold their hands in prayer.

Senior Claudia Rawa reflects on Bishop 
Ronald Gainer’s homily during Mass.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Tommy Nguyen, a junior at Lourdes Regional, processes with the American flag 
as Mass begins.
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COURTESY OF ROB WHEARY AND THE NEWS-ITEM
Those of Lithuanian descent joined Father Martin Moran, pastor of Divine Redeemer Parish 
in Mount Carmel, on Nov. 2 for a photo surrounding a new portrait of Mother Maria Kaupas, 
which was donated to the parish. Seated is Marian Wydra. Standing are, from left, Father Moran,  
Carol Ann Luschas, Jared Shutt, Greg Sacavage, Eleanore (Guzevich) Mann, Evelyn Pedergnana,   
(Yenolevich), Evelyn (Savage) Wozney and Anna (Galinas) DiFrancesco.

By Walt Kozlowski
Special to The Witness

In the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries, thousands of people 
from Italy, Tyrol, and present-
day Poland, Lithuania and 
Slovakia left their homelands 
behind and immigrated to the 
Mount Carmel area to mine a 
better life for themselves, but 
especially for their children.

One of them, the Lithuania 
immigrant Casimira Kaupas, 
who became Mother Maria 
Kaupas, returned in spirit Nov. 
2 to Mount Carmel, the place 
where she took some of her first 
steps toward sainthood over a 
century ago. Her journey was 
commemorated at the 10:30 
a.m. Mass at Divine Redeemer 
Church as part of efforts by the 
Diocese of Harrisburg, the Sis-
ters of St. Casimir and Divine 
Redeemer Parish.

“How wonderful it is to wel-
come her spirit back to the com-
munity,” said Father Martin Mo-
ran, pastor. He blessed a portrait 
of Mother Maria donated by the 
Sisters of St. Casimir, the con-
gregation she founded. The art-
work was carried to a prominent 
place near the altar by Marion 
Wydra, one of Divine Redeem-
er’s oldest Lithuanian members, 
who was accompanied by her 
great-nephew, Jared Shutt.

Mother Maria was declared 
venerable in 2010. Her cause 
is awaiting confirmation of one 
miracle that would permit her 
beatification and a second one 
for her canonization as a saint. 
She and Mother Immaculata 
Dvaranauskas and Mother Con-
cepta Unguraitis began as a con-
gregation in Mount Carmel in 
1907, founding the first Lithu-
anian Catholic school at Holy 
Cross Parish. Holy Cross was 
part of the 1995 merger with 
Our Mother of Consolation, St. 
John the Baptist, St. Peter’s and 
St. Paul’s into Divine Redeemer.

Coincidentally, a portrait of 
St. Pauline Visintainer, who has 
relatives in the area, was formal-

Divine Redeemer Parish Honors Mother Maria 
Kaupas as Cause for Canonization Moves Forward

ly accepted by the parish dur-
ing the Mass. Divine Redeemer 
is working with the St. Pauline 
Spiritual Center in Kulpmont 
in honoring both Mother Maria 
and St. Pauline.

“On behalf of the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg, 
I am very happy to express our 
gratitude and excitement to Sis-
ter Regina Marie Dubickus, su-
perior general of the Sisters of 
Saint Casimir, to her provincial 
council and to Father Moran for 
these initiatives that are emerg-
ing to honor the legacy and pro-
mote knowledge of the good 
works of the Venerable Mother 
Maria Kaupas,” Bishop Ronald 
Gainer noted in a statement.

“This holy, valiant woman’s 
dedicated service to and care for 
the immigrants of Central Penn-
sylvania is a story that must be 
preserved and communicated to 
Catholics and the entire commu-
nity. These exciting efforts are 

also so timely as the cause for 
Mother’s canonization moves 
forward and as we eagerly await 
a Coal Region saint,” he said.

The Sisters of St. Casimir 
who are leading the cause for 
sainthood for Mother Maria are 
equally enthusiastic.

“We feel very blessed at this 
outpouring of love and interest 
in Mother Maria Kaupas, our 
foundress,” stated Sister Regina 
Dubickas. “From her humble 
beginnings in Lithuania, she was 
brought by God’s providence to 
the United States and to the dis-
covery of her vocation. Her life 
of faith, her devotion to Jesus in 
the Eucharist, her courage and 
deep trust in God enabled her 
to respond generously to the 
needs of her times. This is the 
charism that inspires the Sisters 
of St. Casimir and so many oth-
er people today, and the circle 
continues to grow ever wider, 
embracing and inspiring many 

more toward holiness of life and 
service in God’s name.”

The superior general pointed 
out the appropriateness of Moth-
er Maria’s return. “In a way, the 
love for Mother Maria Kaupas 
has come to full circle through 
the efforts to give her a place of 
honor in Mount Carmel, home of 
the first mission of the Sisters of 
St. Casimir,” she stated. “How 
appropriate that her portrait was 
placed near the statue of the Sa-
cred Heart. There is a beautiful 
experience related in Mother 
Maria’s account of the found-
ing in which she describes how 
she and two other sisters entered 
the house where they were to 
live. In the entrance was a statue 
of the Sacred Heart. The three of 
them knelt down. Mother Maria 
writes that one hand of Jesus was 
placed on his heart and the other 
was extended toward them. She 
said that it was as if she could 
hear him say, ‘My love has gath-

ered you here.’ I believe that 
that same love is gathering us 
together once again.”

“Something new is happen-
ing in the Mount Carmel area, 
and the Sisters of St. Casimir, 
former teachers there, are say-
ing it is a truly blessed renew-
al,” commented Sister Marga-
ret Petcavage, who directs the 
cause of Mother Maria Kaupas. 
“Through the inspirational lead-
ership of the pastor of Divine 
RedeemerPparish, Father Mo-
ran, and his parishioners, the de-
votion to Venerable Servant of 
God Maria Kaupas has taken a 
wonderful revival.  

“Mother Maria and her first 
two sister companions arrived 
in Mt. Carmel in 1907 when she 
opened up the first Sisters of St. 
Casimir School at Holy Cross. 
How awesome to think that a 
true American saint had walked 
the streets of Mount Carmel for 
the three years when she had 
taught there,” she said.

“It is also quite probable 
that Mother Maria had actu-
ally prayed in Divine Redeemer 
Church [then Our Mother of 
Consolation], for she had that 
great devotion to visit churches 
on Holy Thursday. Mother al-
ways held a special place in her 
heart for the little town and its 
people. Subsequently, several 
young women entered the com-
munity from Mount Carmel and 
touched many people’s lives,” 
Sister Margaret said.

Sister Margaret Petcavage 
noted Mother Maria cherished 
the Harrisburg Diocese, since 
Bishop John Shanahan sup-
ported the efforts to found the 
Sisters of St. Casimir. He took a 
special interest in this new com-
munity. “How blessed are we 
that Bishop Gainer is following 
in Bishop Shanahan’s footsteps 
by continuing that tremendous 
task of supporting devotion to 
Venerable Mother Maria, a saint 
of the Coal Region.”  

Gregory Sacavage was a pa-
rishioner at the former Holy 
Cross Parish and part of local 

efforts to honor 
Mother Maria.

“Not only the 
Lithuanian com-
munity, but our 
entire community 
was truly blessed 
to have had the 
physical presence 
of Maria Kaupas 
in our commu-
nity and to know 
that the Order 
of the Sisters of 
Saint Casimir was 
founded within 
our borders,” he 
said. “We are 
equally blessed 
to have her spirit 
watch over us 
today and proud 
that soon one day, 
the people of the 
Mount Carmel 
Area can have 
their own patron-
ess.” 

(This article by 
Walt Kozlowski 
originally ap-
peared in the Nov. 
3 edition of The 
News-Item, and 
is reprinted here 
with permission.)
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With several minutes remaining before his 18th birth-
day on Aug. 7, Eagle Scout Miles Wagler was wide 
awake, completing the requirements for the last Scout-
ing badge he could earn before he turned 18.

With that accomplishment, Miles had earned an awe-
inspiring 102 merit badges in his three years and seven 
months as a Boy Scout with Troop 203 in Hershey.

He has a patch blanket, featuring all 102 badges, 
to provide it. It was on display at Miles’ Eagle Scout 
Court of Honor at the Hershey Gardens on his 18th 
birthday.

To earn his Eagle Scout honor, Miles planned and 
constructed a bird-feeding observation station at the 
Wildlife Center at Sinnemahoning State Park in Cam-
eron and Potter counties. The project includes bird 
feeders, a microphone wired to speakers inside a class-
room, and shrubs in a rock bed to provide shelter for 
the birds. 

Miles’ inspiring achievements are a testament to his 
determination, and to the wide range of educational 
opportunities and expansive activities that Scouting – 
and Catholic Scouting – can offer.

“There are a million things you can do through Boy 
Scouts,” Miles said, pointing to the myriad of badges 
ranging from First Aid, orienteering and conservation 
to woodworking, chemistry and electronics. “There 
is a badge for almost every job you could possibly 
want, for any interest you might have, and for knowl-
edge about the Church that you didn’t know before.” 
    The Waglers – Miles’ siblings Grace, Liam, Pierce 
and Mercy also dedicated Scouts – also are members of 
St. Joan of Arc Parish in Hershey. While Miles joined 
Troop 203 with the First United Methodist Church, he 
availed himself of faith-based opportunities offered 
through the Diocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting 
(DCCS). 

Under the auspices of the Diocesan Office for Youth 
and Young Adult Ministry, the DCCS gives guidance, 
direction and leadership in the spiritual phase of Boy 
Scouting to all Catholic Scouts and Scouters in the 
diocese. The committee promotes religious emblem 
programs and holds Scouter development and train-
ing meetings, as well as an annual Boy Scout retreat in 
September at Camp Bashore, which includes religious 
activities, camp outs and outdoor Mass.

A joint Mass for Catholic Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts 
to be celebrated by Bishop Ronald Gainer is planned 
for April 19, 2015, at Good Shepherd Church in Camp 
Hill. Details will be available at www.hbgdiocese.org/
youth-and-young adults/catholic-scouting/ and in The 
Catholic Witness as the day draws near.

The DCCS is also planning an inaugural summer 
camp for Boy Scouts from July 19-25, 2015, at Camp 
Tuckahoe in Dillsburg, with outdoor activities, prayer 
services, and programs on various saints and the Mys-
teries of the Rosary.

Through these various activities, the DCCS assists 
Scouts in deepening their faith and recognizing the 
ways in which the values associated with Scouting 
compliment the teachings of the Catholic Church.

“The Scouting program as a whole teaches boys to 
do what is right, to be responsible and to be positive 
role models – all things that go hand-in-hand with the 
teachings of the Church,” said Linda Brown, Chairper-
son of the Diocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting.

She has been involved in Scouting for 28 years – be-
ginning when her first son became a Tiger Cub Scout. 
After her second son achieved the rank of Eagle, Mrs. 
Brown elected to remain involved in the organization.

“Throughout my years in Catholic Scouting, I’ve 
seen boys come to understand and enjoy their faith 
even more,” she said. “Scouting compliments what 
they’re learning in Catholic school or in religious edu-
cation.”

Boy Scouts and Scout leaders can complete a vari-
ety of religious emblems, recognitions and activities 
through programs that the Diocesan Catholic Commit-
tee on Scouting promotes. Emblems and patches can 
also be earned at any level. 

Additionally, the DCCS nominates a Boy Scout to 
attend the annual St. George Trek, the National Catho-
lic Committee on Scouting’s high adventure Catholic 
leadership program at Philmont Scout Ranch. The 

Catholic Boy Scouts Find  
Fulfillment in Program Activities
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Ethan Hess, a member of Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg, cuts baseboard for the laundry room at 
the Interfaith Shelter for Homeless Families, where he completed his Eagle Scout project in September.
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Eagle Scout Miles Wagler of St. Joan of Arc Parish in 
Hershey earned his Eagle Scout Award by construct-
ing a  bird-feeding observation station at the Wildlife 
Center at Sinnemahoning State Park in Cameron and 
Potter counties. 

trek begins in Albuquerque, N.M., and sends Scouts, 
priests, religious and seminarians into a range of the 
Rocky Mountains for eleven days of backpacking in 
the context of a vocation retreat. 

Miles completed this demanding trek in the summer 
of 2013, enjoying outdoor Mass, hiking and camping 
with Boy Scouts from across the country. 

“I’m a completely different person from when I 
joined the Boy Scouts nearly four years ago,” he said. 
“The Miles today has an increase in the number of 
friends, and many skills I didn’t think I would ever 
achieve. Scouting has allowed me to meet a lot of new 
people, establish relationships and experience activi-
ties to help me excel in the future.”

Fulfilling Tasks
When Ethan Hess, a member of Troop 368 in Harris-

burg, set out to plan and execute his Eagle Scout proj-
ect, he wanted to take on a task that would be fulfilling.

“I wanted to do something that I felt would be de-
serving of the Eagle rank, and that would help people 
in need,” he said.

Ethan centered his efforts on the St. Samuel Center 
in Harrisburg, which houses Catholic Charities’ three 
“Homes for Healing:” the Interfaith Shelter for Home-
less Families, Lourdeshouse maternity home for wom-
en and their infants, and Evergreen House for women 
recovering from addiction.

The center is currently undergoing renovations to 
make it accessible to persons with disabilities. Ethan, 
a junior at Central Dauphin High School and a mem-
ber of Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg, con-
tributed to the project by refurbishing and furnishing a 
laundry room at the Interfaith Shelter.

For the project, Ethan replaced the flooring, installed 
cabinets, countertops, a bench and a backsplash behind 
the sink, added baseboard and trim, and furnished the 
room with pictures, laundry carts and supplies.

He raised his own funds for the laundry room, first 
through an electronic drive, with proceeds donated to 
a deposit for a main fund-raiser – a chicken barbecue 
dinner – that brought in more than $2,000.

The installation of the new laundry room allowed 
Catholic Charities to devote financial and manpower 
resources associated with the overall renovations to 
other parts of the St. Samuel Center.

“The project was fulfilling to me, because the people 
at the shelter really deserved to have the laundry room 
re-done,” Ethan said. “It was nice to hear their appre-
ciation for my project as I was there working on it.”

The Hess family considers Scouting as an extension 
of their Catholic faith. Ethan’s siblings Ava and Dylan 
are also involved in Scouting, and their parents Allison 
and Brian see the merits of the organization in their 
children’s lives.

“The experiences that they gain and the opportuni-

ties that they have to learn different things is of great 
value,” Mr. Hess remarked. “They can go in the direc-
tions that they want to with the various merit badges. 
The boys have done welding, sail-boating, rock climb-
ing, spelunking. We’ve done a 50-mile trek in the out-
back of Canada canoeing and foraging for a week.”

Service is a significant component, too, and the Hess 
family has assisted with the Special Olympics, food 
drives, toy drives, and collections of shoes for children.

For Ethan, who joined the Scouts in first grade as an 
activity to share with his friends, Scouting has become 
an avenue for developing leadership, responsibility and 
virtue as a Catholic young man.

“Scouting has made me a hardworking and dedicated 
person,” he said. “It has made me a helpful and respect-
ful person and leader.”

For information about Catholic Scouting, con-
tact the Office for Youth and Young Adult Minis-
try at 717-657-4804, or visit www.hbgdiocese.org/
youth-and-young-adults/catholic-scouting. You can 
also check out the Diocesan Catholic Committee on  
Scouting’s Facebook page at www.facebook.com/DCCS. 
Harrisburg.PA
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the communities that receive them.
Archbishop J. Peter Sartain of Seattle, USCCB sec-

retary and chairman of the Committee on Priorities 
and Plans, told the bishops that a myriad of activities 
revolving around four key goals of the USCCB is an 
indication that “the conference planning process is 
working quite well.”

The current four goals, or priorities, are faith for-
mation and sacramental practice; strengthening mar-
riage and family life; the life and dignity of the hu-
man person; and religious liberty.

The bishops also heard a report on the work of vari-
ous committees – pro-life, domestic justice, interna-
tional justice, evangelization and religious liberty – 
which together are trying to pinpoint what Catholics 
in the pew are thinking and why they accept or disre-
gard Church teaching.

The compilation of vast data is being assembled for 
bishops to read and also will be relayed in series of 
workshops. One of the major findings from the study 
– that Catholics want to find out more about their 
faith – has prompted plans for a 2017 convocation in 
Orlando, Fla., the week of July 4.

In considering the bishops’ ethical directives 
for Catholic health care, the discussion focused on 
whether to revise Part 6, “Forming New Partnerships 
with Health Care Organizations.” It will take into ac-
count principles suggested by the Vatican Congrega-
tion for the Doctrine of the Faith. Once completed, 
the revision will be presented to the bishops for final 
approval.

Elections
Continued from 1

the U.S. Congress had invited him to 
Washington, D.C., and that the sec-
retary-general of the United Nations 
had invited him to New York.

“Maybe the three cities together, 
no?” Pope Francis said, adding that 
he could also visit the shrine of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico on the 
same trip – “but it is not certain.”

Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, 
Vatican spokesman, told reporters 
Nov. 17 that Pope Francis wanted to 
“guarantee organizers” that he would 
be present at the meeting in Phila-
delphia, “but he did not say anything 
about other possible stops or events 
during that trip. And for now I do not 
have anything to add in that regard.”

Although few details of the pa-
pal visit have made public, organiz-
ers for the families’ congress expect 
Pope Francis to arrive Sept. 25 for an 
afternoon public visit with civic of-
ficials.

That would begin his first trip as 
pope to the United States and the 
second papal visit to Philadelphia in 
a generation; St. Pope John Paul II 
visited the city in 1979. The visit will 
mark the fourth time a sitting pontiff 
has visited the U.S.

Visit
Continued from 1

Bishop Richard J. Malone of Buffalo, New York, 
chairman of the Committee on Laity, Marriage, Fam-
ily Life and Youth, invited the bishops to a 2015 Lay 
Ecclesial Ministry Summit. The June 7, 2015, event 
will mark the 10th anniversary of the bishops’ state-
ment “Co-Workers in the Vineyard of the Lord.” It 
will be held just prior to the USCCB spring general 
assembly in St. Louis.

In elections, Archbishop Gregory M. Aymond of 
New Orleans won the secretary-elect spot. The com-
mittee chairmen-elect are: Cardinal Timothy M. 
Dolan of New York, pro-life activities; Auxiliary 
Bishop Christopher J. Coyne of Indianapolis, com-
munications; Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller of 
San Antonio, cultural diversity; Archbishop Allen H. 
Vigneron of Detroit, doctrine; Archbishop Thomas J. 
Rodi of Mobile, Alabama, national collections. Each 
will assume their offices next November for a three-
year term.

The meeting included reports on the recently con-
cluded extraordinary Synod of Bishops on the fam-
ily; Catholic education and an outreach to Hispanic 
students in underserved communities; the progress of 
planning for the 2015 World Meeting of Families in 
Philadelphia; the status of the 2013-16 USCCB stra-
tegic plan, “The New Evangelization: Faith, Worship, 
Witness”; the 2015 Fortnight of Freedom; and the de-
fense of marriage.

Several bishops who participated in the synod talk-
ed about their experience there, and also discussed 
it in one of three news conferences during the meet-
ing’s public sessions. Cardinal Dolan said at the news 
conference that he thought reports of the synod as 
“confrontational and divisive” conflicted with his im-
pressions. “The one we were at was hardly as spicy 

[and] juicy,” he said.
Cardinal Theodore E. McCarrick, retired arch-

bishop of Washington and chairman of the Ad Hoc 
Subcommittee on the Church in Africa, reported on 
continuing strong growth for the church in Africa and 
said U.S. Catholics deserve thanks and credit for their 
financial support for the effort. “Some dioceses [in 
Africa] have more catechumens than Catholics,” he 
said, adding that in some dioceses as many as 5,000 
people have joined the Church in a year. Such growth 
rates “are somewhat like the early centuries of the 
Church,” he said.

Bishop Oscar Cantu of Las Cruces, N.M., reported 
on a 12-day prayer pilgrimage for peace in the Holy 
Land in September. Eighteen bishops visited sacred 
sites of Christianity, Judaism and Islam, and met with 
people who helped them understand the struggles of 
the people of each faith.

“We know peace is possible,” Bishop Cantu said, 
“because God is our hope.” But “after another Gaza 
war, hope is now in short supply. What is needed now 
is the transformation of human hearts, so that one 
side’s hearts is less deaf to the concerns of the other.”

Archbishop William E. Lori of Baltimore, chair-
man of the Ad Hoc Committee for Religious Liberty, 
said the committee – extended for another three years 
– planned to focus more on teaching and expanding 
networks with Catholic lay groups and interfaith and 
ecumenical partners. He said threats to religious lib-
erty remain a great concern.

“The challenges to religious liberty with regard to 
the redefinition of marriage grow daily,” said Arch-
bishop Salvatore J. Cordileone of San Francisco, 
chairman of the Subcommittee for the Promotion and 
Defense of Marriage, in his report.

He said that for several years, the subcommittee has 
“sought to defend marriage’s unique meaning, while 
also calling attention to the real negative consequenc-
es and anticipated threats that marriage redefinition 
poses to religious liberty and freedom of conscience.”

The Archdiocese of Philadelphia formally opened 
its arms to the world as Archbishop Charles J. Chaput 
announced that registration has officially begun for 
the World Meeting of Families next year there.

On Nov. 10, the bishops concelebrated Mass at Bal-
timore’s Basilica of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary to mark the 225th anniversary of the 
establishment of the Diocese of Baltimore, the first 
diocese created for the United States. It was made an 
archdiocese in 1808.

Archbishop Lori said in his homily that all Catho-
lics are heirs “to this precious legacy” set forth by 
the first nation’s first Catholic bishop – Bishop John 
Carroll.

“Let us humbly ask for the grace to build on the 
foundations that John Carroll set down,” Archbishop 
Lori said.

(Contributing to this roundup were Patricia Zapor, 
Mark Pattison and Carol Zimmermann.) 

CNS/ALESSANDRO BIANCHI, REUTERS
Pope Francis waves during his Angelus prayer in St. Peter’s Square at the Vati-
can Nov. 16. The following day, Pope Francis confirmed he will visit Philadelphia 
in September for the World Meeting of Families. 

During his visit, Pope Francis is ex-
pected to attend the Festival of Fami-
lies Sept. 26, a cultural celebration for 
hundreds of thousands of people along 
Philadelphia’s main cultural boulevard, 
the Benjamin Franklin Parkway.

Donna Farrell, executive director 
for the 2015 World Meeting of Fami-
lies and its chief planner, said although 

Philadelphia has hosted St. Pope John 
Paul’s visit, the city has “not had any-
thing like this unique Festival of Fami-
lies. It’s really going to be something 
special.”

Registration for the congress opened 
in mid-November. The meeting will be 
a weeklong series of talks, discussions 
and activities. In the months leading 

up to the World Meeting of Families, 
The Catholic Witness is presenting a 
series of reflections on the ten themes 
of the conference. See page 4 for the 
start of this series. 

Pope Francis is expected to cel-
ebrate a public Mass for an estimated 
1 million people on Sept. 26 on the 
steps of the Philadelphia Museum 
of Art, in full view of the crowds ar-
rayed from the museum down the 
Ben Franklin Parkway.

Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of 
Louisville, Kentucky, president of 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, welcomed the pope’s an-
nouncement.

“The presence of Pope Francis at 
the World Meeting of Families in our 
country will be a joyful moment for 
millions of Catholics and people of 
good will. Our great hope has been 
that the Holy Father would visit us 
next year to inspire our families in 
their mission of love. It is a blessing 
to hear the pope himself announce 
the much anticipated news,” Arch-
bishop Kurtz said.

(Contributing to this story were 
Matt Gambino in Philadelphia, Jen 
Reed in Harrisburg and Cindy Wood-
en at the Vatican.) 
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Holiday Craft Shows and Bazaars
St. James Parish in Lititz will have its annual Christmas Bazaar Nov. 21 from 

4-8 p.m., and Nov. 22 from 8 a.m.-7 p.m. Crafts, wreaths, floral arrangements 
and knitted items. White elephant sale, book sale, children’s room with games, 
activities and Santa, baked goods, basket raffle, silent auction, 25 cent bingo, 
fish bowl and our popular raffle for fabulous prizes. St. James Café will be open 
Friday evening with hot and cold food items. Saturday’s menu includes light 
breakfast options, our famous soups, sandwiches, homemade pierogies and sal-
ads at lunch, and a ham/turkey dinner in the evening. Call the parish office at 
717-626-5580.

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Spring Grove will hold its Christmas ba-
zaar, “Advent Avenue,” on Nov. 22 in the parish center. Breakfast with Santa at 8 
a.m. features breakfast prepared by Father Thomas Hoke. Kids 12 and under eat 
free. “Advent Avenue” will be held from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., featuring Gingerbread 
houses, Advent wreaths, cards for our homebound parishioners. Browse our 
Secret Santa Shop and the participating vendors, bid on a decorated Christmas 
tree, raffles, face painting, homemade soup and pies. Entry and parking are free. 
Families must register for supplies for Gingerbread houses and Advent wreaths. 
For more information, call the parish office at 717-225-1704. 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Abbottstown will hold its Holiday Ba-
zaar Nov. 22 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Gifts for Thanksgiving and Christmas. Breakfast 
and lunch will be available for purchase. For information, call 717-259-0611.

St. Catherine of Siena Parish in Quarryville will hold its annual Holiday 
Craft Bazaar Nov. 22, from 8 a.m.-1 p.m., with 33 vendors and featuring its 18th 
parishioner-handmade Christmas character  mouse. Specialty breakfast burritos, 
homemade chili and chicken noodle soup, sausage funnel cakes on a stick, baked 
goods and hot meatball subs.

St. Cecilia Parish in Lebanon will hold its annual Christmas Bazaar Nov. 22 
at the State Drive Social Hall from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Walnut, poppyseed and apricot 
strudel, sugar cookies, homemade candies and caramels, gift baskets, jewelry 
and handbag boutique, chance booth, flea market items, a children’s booth and a 
Christmas booth. Lunch will be served, including a variety of soups.

St. Aloysius Parish in Littlestown will hold its Holiday Bazaar Nov. 22 from 
8 a.m.-2 p.m. in the parish hall. Breakfast, lunch, delicious snacks, homemade 
baked goods, unique crafts and raffles. Vendors include: Stampin’ Up, Taste-
fully Simple, Thirty-One, Tupperware, Origami Owl, Celadon Road, Azuli Skye, 
Avon, Scentsy, It Works, Mary Kay, Spellbound Dragons, Golden Criations Al-
pacas, Celebrating Homes, Perfectly Posh, Jewelry in Candles, Scent-Sations/
Mia Bella, Nerium and doTERRA, Dove chocolates, Christmas decorations, 
flower arrangements and more. For more information, or to rent a table for $20, 
contact Karen at 410-346-6855 or e-mail jklproctor@verizon.net.

St. Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg will host Christmas Fest on Nov. 22 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. in the Parish Life and Education Center. St. Nicholas, silent 
auction, raffle, bingo, food and baked goods, entertainment, children’s games, 
face painting, Christmas crafts, religious items 18” doll clothes, Madame Alex-
ander Dolls, jewelry, accessories, bags and scarves, book angels, stained glass, 
photography prints, cosmetics, candles, soaps and more. For more information, 
contact Valerie Spangler at vjdspn@verizon.net or 717-790-9172.

St. Columba School in Bloomsburg will host its Winterfest Craft and Food 
Festival on Nov. 22 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. in the school cafeteria and gym. Eat in or 
take out delicious homemade lunch selections and baked goods. Visit our dollar 
tree and silent auction. All proceeds benefit the students of St. Columba School.

St. Rose of Lima Parish in York will hold its Christmas festival Nov. 22 from 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. Breakfast with Santa from 9-10 a.m., pictures with Santa, Ad-
vent Alley, religious items sale, kids’ crafts and games, silent auction, foods and 
beverages, and the Gingerbread House Baked Goods and Candy Shoppe. Bingo 
games at 10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. for gift cards and merchandise. For bingo 
tickets, contact Alice at 717-792-1016.

Immaculate Conception BVM School in New Oxford will host its Winter-
fest Holiday Bazaar Dec. 6 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. at the New Oxford Social Club 
Pavilion. Find those special gifts while shopping over 30 vendors, including 
Avon, ThirtyOne, handmade crafts and woodwork items, and crafts. Don’t miss 
the famous Cookie Walk, along with delicious breakfast and lunch served by the 
Knights of Columbus. Vendor space is still available by contacting Leslie Nieves 
at 717-624-2304 or leslie.nieves@hotmail.com. For details, call the school at 
717-624-2061 or visit www.icsbvm.org.

St. Joseph the Worker Parish in Bonneauville will hold its first Holy Bazaar 
on Dec. 6 from 8 a.m.-3 p.m., featuring homemade crafts, jewelry, baked goods, 
and many more vendors. Food will be served in the Deacon Rich Weaver Parish 
Center. 

St. Rita Parish in Blue Ridge Summit will hold its annual Christmas Mart 
and Religious Articles Sale on Dec. 6 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Fresh green wreaths, 
swags, kissing balls, baked goods, crafts, religious articles and a raffle will be 
available. For questions, contact Faith at faithau@comcast.net or Diane at cd-
crutty@centurylink.net. 

St. Philip’s Women’s Auxiliary Craft Show and Sale will be held at St. Philip 
the Apostle Parish in Millersville Dec. 6 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Crafts from local 
artists will fill the parish halls and gym. Hot food, including chicken corn soup 
chili, hotdogs and meatball sandwiches, and baked goods will be available. Free 
parking and free admission.

St. Peter Parish in Columbia will host its annual Christmas Bazaar on Dec. 
6 and 7 in the Parish Center. All items for sale are either made or donated by 
parishioners. Soup and sandwiches along with an assortment of desserts will 
be available following the 7 p.m. Saturday evening Mass. On Sunday from 11 
a.m.-2 p.m., a full-course ham dinner will be served, along with desserts made by 
parishioners. The event is open to the public, tickets will be available at the door, 
and you can eat in or take out. Raffle tickets for a handmade quilt, a variety of 
gift baskets and cash prizes can be purchased. St. Nicholas will pay a visit. The 
Youth Choir will entertain on Sunday.

COURTESY OF YORK CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 
In observance of Respect Life Month, students at York Catholic High School 
recognized the dignity of human life with special activities that focused on the 
elderly and children. The students collected and donated mission money to 
The Daughters of Our Lady of Mercy for their work to care for the sick and 
elderly at the Misericordia Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in York. They 
also donated mission money to the Pregnancy and Family Resource Center, 
along with baby items such as diapers, wipes and infant clothing. Pictured 
from the Respect Life Club with the donated items are Jennifer Gingerich and 
Miles Iati.

The names of the following de-
ceased persons have been submitted 
by their parishes:

ABBOTTSTOWN – Immaculate 
Heart of Mary: Emma “Betty” Smith.

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: 
Elizabeth L. Hoffman.

BONNEAUVILLE – St. Joseph 
the Worker: Yvonne Little, August 
Schwab, James Sneeringer.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: 
Jean Christie, Daniel Confair, Thomas 
Kellagher, William M. Lavia, Jr.,  
Gerald V. Petrasic.

CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus 
Christi: Theresa (Bokeko) Tutsic.

COLUMBIA – Holy Trinity: 
Kathleen Doutrich.

DANVILLE – St. Joseph: Thomas 
Campbell, James McDermott.

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis 
Xavier: Robert Staley.

HANOVER – St. Joseph: Helen 
Bauer, Felix “Dick” Breighner, Betty 
Brown, Leo Groft; St. Vincent de Paul: 
Evelyn Duttera, John Lalota.

HARRISBURG – Holy Name of 
Jesus: Laura W. Budd, Dolores J. 
Grubb; Our Lady of the Blessed  
Sacrament: Shabon James Williams, 
II; St. Catherine Labouré: Stephen 
Wilsbach; St. Margaret Mary: Jessica 
L. Snyder, Louise Zimmerman.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: 
Sylvan J. Paioletti, Sr.

LANCASTER – Assumption BVM: 
Johnny Irizarry, Jean McCurdy.

LITTLESTOWN – St. Aloysius: 
Evelyn Duttera.

LYKENS – Our Lady Help of 
Christians: Dolores McNeal, Marie 
Messner.

MCSHERRYSTOWN – 
Annunciation BVM: Charmaine 
Gross, Charles Horwedel.

Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in November 
during the past 25 years:

Father Martin Zarkoski, 1992
Father Michael F. Barrett, 1996
Father Thaddeus Strzelec, 2005
Father Paul Rindos, 2011
Deacon Ross Beighley, 2012

MECHANICSBURG – St. 
Joseph: Genevieve Claire Harris,  
Agnes Kishaw, Dolores Quillin.

MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows 
BVM: Carmela Sweigart.

MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the 
Apostle: Tina M. Banzhof.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine 
Redeemer: Agnes Bianchi, Maryann P. 
Hashuga, Lance Klimowicz.

NEW CUMBERLAND – St. 
Theresa: Josephine Russ.

NEW FREEDOM – St. John the 
Baptist: Joyce Cooper, Roger  
Glatfelter-Krout.

NEW OXFORD – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Mary Martin.

ROARING CREEK – Our Lady of 
Mercy: Thomas Nazarchyk.

ROHRERSTOWN – St. Leo the 
Great: Cary Dorsi.

SELINSGROVE – St. Pius X: 
Mary Spengler.

SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini: 
Madeline Letcavage Veronica (Vera) 
Schicatano, Patricia Tetkoskie.

WAYNESBORO – St. Andrew: 
Esther Hockenberry.

YORK – St. Patrick: Antoinette 
Condon, Mary Sibol.
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Spiritual Offerings

Children’s Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is held 
every Tuesday in Advent at St. Joseph Parish in Lancaster 
in the Adoration Chapel in the Lower Church from 4-5 p.m. 
Children of all ages and abilities are welcome. The chapel is 
handicap accessible. For information, or to learn about starting 
children’s adoration in your parish, call Mrs, Wang catechist, at 
717-396-0635. 

Mass with Prayers for Healing will be celebrated Dec. 2 at 
7 p.m. at St. Theresa Church in New Cumberland, by Father 
Samuel Houser. Please note the time change for this month’s 
Mass.

The Magnificat Prayer Group welcomes all to a Charis-
matic Mass with prayers for healing at 7 p.m. on Dec. 4 at 
St. Joseph Church in York. Prelude music will begin at 6:30 
p.m. Father Louis Petruha, OFM, Cap., pastor, will admin-
ister the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick to any Catholic 
in attendance who wishes to receive it. Prayer teams will be 
available for anyone who wants individual prayers for healing 
following the Mass. For more information, contact Lynne at 
717-843-7033 or Paul at 717-757-3441, or visit www.sjy.org.

St. Joan of Arc Parish in Hershey will participate in the 
25th Annual National Night of Prayer for Life Dec. 8 from 8 
p.m.-midnight. The night of prayer unites churches across 
the country in prayer to end abortion and to restore life and 
religious liberty in America. The service will include Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament, the Rosary, prayer to St. Michael, 
and hymns.

St. Mark the Evangelist Parish in Greencastle will hold an 
Advent Mission Dec. 8-10: Can you describe what happens in 
those events in your life in which you experience the pres-
ence of God? Father John Collins, a Paulist priest, will lead 
the mission. The same talk will be given at both the morning 
and evening sessions. Morning sessions begin with Mass at 9 
a.m., and evening sessions begin at 7 p.m. Monday’s topic is 
“What Good is God?” Tuesday’s topic is “Why Prayers Don’t 
Work.” Wednesday’s topic is “Ten kinds of people we don’t 
have to love.” 

Education,  
Enrichment & Support

Are you, or someone you know, experiencing feelings 
of grief or loss as this holiday season approaches? Lauren 
Kreider, Bereavement Counselor at the Pathways Center for 
Grief & Loss at Hospice & Community Care, will discuss chal-
lenges faced by the bereaved during the holiday season during 
a seminar at St. Anne’s Retirement Community in Columbia 
Nov. 21 from 2-3 p.m. RSVP to Christina Gallagher, 717-285-
5443.

An Advent Evening of Reflection, sponsored by St. Katha-
rine Drexel Parish Council of Catholic Women in Mechanics-
burg, will be held Dec. 1 at 7 p.m. in the parish center. “Run 
Forth to Meet Your Christ” - Christ is coming to meet us. We 
encounter Him not only in the manger on Christmas morning, 
but also in the least of our brothers and sisters. Catholics are 
called to serve them in charity but also seek justice. Amy Hill, 
Communications Director of the Pennsylvania Catholic Confer-
ence, will offer an Advent reflection on Catholic advocacy in 
the public square. For further information, call Stella at 717-
766-3436.

An Advent Series will be offered at St Peter Parish in Eliza-
bethtown, in the new church at 904 Mill Road, Dec. 2, 9 and 16 
at 7 p.m. Monica Malpezzi will offer three presentations on the 
Jesse Tree. For more information, contact the parish office at 
717-367-1255.

Father Michael Rothan, pastor of Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Lebanon, will be presenting 
a series of Advent Reflections on Dec. 5, 12 and 16 from 6-7 
p.m., beginning with Evening Prayer in the church, followed by 
a pasta dinner and presentation. Dec 5: “The Story.” Dec 12: 
“The Writers and Their Message.” Dec. 16: “The Prophecies 
and Fulfillment: The Coming of Christ.”

St. Cyril Spiritual Center in Danville will host an Advent 
Reflection Afternoon entitled “Sing O Come,” presented by 
Sister Jeanne Ambre, SSCM, on Dec. 6 from 1:45-4 p.m. The 
afternoon will reflect on the season of Advent through readings 
and hymns, and will explore Advent’s sense of yearning, the 
fulfillment of Biblical prophesies and the surprise of the Incar-
nation. Offering is $30 by the registration deadline of Dec. 1. 
Register by calling 570-275-3581 or by visiting www.sscm.org 
and clicking on “current events.”

Tri-County Young Adults/Theology On Tap (Adams, 
Franklin, and lower Cumberland counties) will host an after-
noon of Christmas card making, socializing, and caroling with 
residents of South Mountain Restoration Center on Dec. 6 
from 2:30-4 p.m. For more information, and to register, email 
tricountytot@gmail.com or search for ‘TriCountyTOT’ to join 
the event on Facebook. Deadline to register is Dec. 1.

Theology on Tap – Lancaster will have its next gathering, 
“Finding Christ in Christmas (And Other Unexpected Places)” 
on Dec. 10 at Annie Bailey’s Irish Pub in Lancaster. Delores 

Euker, winner of the 2014 Pro-Life Lifetime Achievement 
Award presented by the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation, 
will speak about her many personal and moving experiences 
as a pro-life advocate and sidewalk counselor. The evening 
begins with a Happy Half Hour at 7 p.m., followed by the 
speaker at 7:30 p.m. Please consider bringing a donation 
of baby clothing, booties, socks or diapers for A Woman’s 
Concern Pregnancy Resource Center. Visit www.totlancaster.
com for information.

Retreats & Pilgrimages
Join Sister Mary Anne Bednar, principal of Bishop 

McDevitt High School in Harrisburg, for a pilgrimage to Italy 
June 10-19, 2015.  Tour includes roundtrip airfare from New 
York JFK, 8 night accommodations in First Class hotels (1 
night in Venice-Mestre, 2 nights in Florence, 1 night in Assisi, 
4 nights in Rome), visits to Padua and Siena, comprehensive 
sightseeing with professional local guides, breakfast and din-
ner daily, land transportation by deluxe motorcoach, roundtrip 
motorcoach transportation from Harrisburg to New York JFK, 
and more, for $3,998 per person/double occupancy. Contact 
Cheri Comasco at 717-236-7973 ext 2133 or ccomasco@
bishopmcdevitt.org.

 Events & Fund-Raisers
The Delone Catholic Drama Department will present 

“The Butler Did It” on the Old Gym stage this November, with 
shows on Nov. 21 at 7:30 p.m., Nov. 22 at 7:30 p.m. and Nov. 
23 at 2:30 p.m. Cost is $7 for adults, $4 for students. DCHS 
Students attend for free with Student ID. Early 2015-16 regis-
trants attend free with the Page Card.

The Annual St. Joan of Arc PTO Spaghetti Dinner will 
be held Nov. 22 from 4-8 p.m. in the cafeteria at St. Joan of 
Arc School in Hershey. Delicious food, live entertainment and 
spectacular basket raffles. New items on the menu. Choice of 
spaghetti and meatballs or penne with “Pronio’s” sweet Ital-
ian sausage.  Adult tickets are $9 for spaghetti and meatballs 
and $10 for penne with sausage. Kids’ spaghetti and meat-
balls (ages 3-14) are $5, and kids under 3 are free. Take-outs 
available. Tickets may be purchased at the door.  

York Catholic High School is hosting a “Check Us Out” 
event Nov. 23 from 12-2 p.m. at the high school. Prospec-
tive families considering educational options for their child for 
grades 7-12 will have a chance to take a tour of the school, 
talk with teachers who will be answering questions, and hear 
from York Catholic’s current parents who will be mingling with 
guests and sharing YC experiences. For more information, 
contact Heather Hoffman at hhoffman@yorkcatholic.org or 
717-846-8871 x20.

Trinity High School in Camp Hill invites all students, 
parents and parishioners to its Annual Open House on Nov. 
23 from 1-3 p.m. See what life is like at Trinity – meet our 
students and faculty. No registration is required. Please direct 
any questions to the Admissions Office at 717-761-1116 x202.

Breakfast in Bethlehem will held at St. Benedict the Abbot 
Parish in Lebanon on Dec. 6 from 8-11 a.m. Breakfast pro-
vided by the Knights of Columbus with a one-man dramatiza-
tion of the Nativity story presented by Father Michael Rothan, 
pastor. Tickets are $5 for adults, $3 for children. Sponsored 
by the Knights of Columbus and Lebanon Catholic School. 
For information and tickets, send an e-mail to dorseyppr@aol.
com or call 717-273-3731, ext. 329.

Bishop McDevitt High School’s “Santa 5K Run” is set 
for Dec. 6. All participants have the choice to run or walk a 5K 
or 1 mile loop. All participants receive and race in a Santa hat 
and Santa long-sleeve shirt. Register online at www. 
  bishopmcdevitt.org. Adults are $30 and students are $20 
before Nov. 26. After Nov. 26, price increases by $5 and race 
shirts are not guaranteed. If you are interested in seeing your 
name or business name on a four-foot candy cane lining 
the course, contact Erin Connaghan, Assistant Director of 
Advancement at 717-236-7973, ext. 2135, or econnaghan@
bishopmcdevitt.org. 

St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Church in Harrisburg will 
sell Perohi and Kielbasa on Wednesdays and Saturdays in 
the parish hall. Saturday sales are 9 a.m.-noon on Dec. 6, 
13 and 20. Wednesday sales are noon-1 p.m. on Dec. 3, 10 
and 17. Visit www.stannbyz.org for information. Perohi fillings 
include cabbage, sauerkraut, farmer’s cheese, prune and 
apple. The Perohi are sold frozen by the dozen. The Smoked 
Kielbasa will be sold in rings for $6. The newly remodeled 
Saint Ann Book and Icon store plans to be open during the 
sale times for your holiday shopping.

An evening of Christmas jazz will be presented Dec. 6 at 
7 p.m. in the parish hall at St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg. 
The evening will be in tribute to the great music of Vince 
Guaraldi from his Charlie Brown Christmas soundtrack. It is a 
Jazz Trio comprised of Kevin Myers on piano, Andrew Bilbrey 
on drums, and Derek Wiegmann on the bass. Admission 
is free. A free-will offering will be taken to benefit the music 
department at the Cathedral Parish. 

The Sacred Heart School Development Committee will 
host an “All You Can Eat” Breakfast with Santa on Dec. 7 
from 8-11:30 a.m. in the parish hall at Sacred Heart of Jesus 

in Conewago. Once again, Chef Wade will be whipping up 
omelets with cheese, ham, bacon, sausage, green pepper, 
onions and mushrooms, with help from seventh-grade as-
sistant, Makayla. New to the menu this year is French toast. 
Our menu will also include chipped beef gravy, scrambled 
eggs, bacon, sausage, home fries, toast, donuts, fruit salad, 
coffee, tea, hot chocolate, orange juice and milk. The cost of 
the breakfast is $8 for those ages 12 and older $8:00, $6 for 
children 6-11, and free for children five and under. 

The Order of Malta presents Donna Cori Gibson in 
concert, “A Traditional Christmas,” on Dec. 7 at 7 p.m. at 
St. John Neumann Church in Lancaster. Journey through 
the Christmas story from the perspective of Mary, as she 
may have experienced the mystery of the Incarnation, in 
this meditative experience of the birth of our Savior. Once a 
professional singer/songwriter in New York’s secular market 
and now a lay Carmelite, Donna Cori Gibson can be seen on 
Catholic television programs and heard on stations around 
the world. Hear samples of her music at www.DonnaCoriGib-
son.com. The concert at St. John Neumann Church will be 
free of charge.

The Lancaster Catholic High School Fine and Perform-
ing Arts Program will host Breakfast with Santa on Dec. 
13 in the school cafeteria. Breakfast served from 8:30-10:30 
a.m., with activities from 9-11 a.m. Every child will receive 
a gift bag. For more information, and to RSVP, contact the 
Fine and Performing Arts Department at tbrill@lchsyes.org or 
717-509-0310. 

Lessons and Carols, jointly presented by St. Joseph 
Parish in Mechanicsburg and the Cathedral Parish of St. 
Patrick in Harrisburg, will take place Dec. 14 at 3 p.m. at St. 
Joseph Church. The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols is 
a service of Christian worship celebrating the birth of Jesus. 
The story of the fall of humanity, the promise of the Messiah 
and the birth of Jesus is told in nine short Bible readings, 
interspersed with the singing of Christmas carols, hymns and 
other choir anthems. The choirs will be joined by Ridge-
way Brass from the Ridgeway Community Church of the 
Brethren. Admission is free. A free-will offering will be taken 
to benefit the music ministry of St. Joseph and the Cathedral 
parishes.

St. Francis Xavier School in Gettysburg will hold its 
Second Annual Noreen Neitz Memorial Run at the Rock 5K 
race and Sufficiently Radical 1 mile walk on Dec. 20. The 
5K race will begin at 10 a.m., and the 1 mile walk will begin 
at 11:30 a.m., with registration for both events opening at 
8 a.m., if not previously registered. The race and walk will 
begin and end at the St. Francis Xavier Catholic School, 
Xavier Center, at 465 Table Rock Road. Registration is being 
accepted up until race time, and the costs are $25 for the 
5K run and $15 with t-shirt ($10 without t-shirt) for the 1 mile 
walk. Registrants for the 5K run can join the walk at no ad-
ditional charge. Last year’s inaugural race/walk raised over 
$15,000. Homemade pies and trophies will be awarded to 
overall winners and winners of each age category. A Garmin 
Forerunner 15 GPS running watch will be awarded to the first 
male and first female finishers. Noreen Neitz was the spiritual 
leader of the St. Francis Xavier youth group and a strong ad-
vocate for service to others when she lost her battle with can-
cer on July 10, 2013. Proceeds from this event will be divided 
equally between the St. Francis Xavier School development 
fund and the Noreen Neitz Scholarship Fund for 6th, 7th & 8th 
grade students attending St. Francis Xavier Catholic School 
who show service to the community and are active members 
of the parish and its youth group. For event information, call 
St. Francis Xavier Catholic School at 717-334-4221, visit 
the school website at www.sfxs.org or email the St. Francis 
Xavier Development office at kbrainard@sfxs.org.

Celtic Celebrations is a collaborative venture formed in 
2013 by some of the midstate’s favorite Irish artists in order 
to raise money for Hurricane Sandy relief. After raising over 
$6,500 for that cause, The Celtic Martins, Seasons, and The 
Rebel Heart Irish Dancers return this year with a concert 
benefitting Pennsylvania Wounded Warriors. Join these 
great acts in an explosion of Celtic and Christmas melodies 
along with elegant and rhythmic dance. Fifty percent of 
all proceeds go to Pennsylvania Wounded Warriors. The 
concert will be held Dec. 21 at 3 p.m. at the Scottish Rite 
Cathedral Auditorium in Harrisburg. Ticket prices are $15 
for adults, $12 for students, seniors, and military, and $5 for 
kids. For more information and a link to tickets, visit http://
celticcelebrations.wordpress.com. Tickets are also available 
by calling 717-232-9896 (group rates available) or on the 
Facebook page for the event: https://www.facebook.com/
CelticCelebration.

Submission Deadlines
The deadline for announcements for the 

December 5 edition of The Catholic 
Witness is November 26 at 4:30 p.m. 
Submissions should be e-mailed to  
witness@hbgdiocese.org. A list of  
upcoming issue dates and deadlines can 
be found on The Witness’ page at www.
hbgdiocese.org, or requested via e-mail.
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Bishop Ronald Gainer made a pastoral 
visit to Saint Mark the Evangelist Church 
in Greencastle on Nov. 9 – the Feast of the 
Dedication of the Archbasilica of Saint 
John Lateran in Rome, which is the old-
est and first of the four Papal basilicas of 
Rome and houses the cathedra (or chair) of 
the Pope and the Diocese of Rome. Bishop 
Gainer celebrated Holy Mass for more than 
350 faithful and his homily highlighted the 
historical significance of the archbasilica.

Concelebrating Mass with the bishop 
was Father Joseph Stahura – pastor at 
Saint Mark’s and its mission church, 
Saint Luke’s in Mercersburg, for nearly 
30 years.

Bishop Gainer 
Celebrates  
Holy Mass  

in Greencastle

Bishop Ronald Gainer blesses Father Joseph Stahura as the pastor proclaims the Gospel reading.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Bishop Ronald Gainer incenses the altar at St. Mark 
Church in Greencastle as he celebrates Mass.

Bishop Ronald Gainer and Father Joseph Stahura 
concelebrate Mass at the altar.
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