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L’OSSERVATOE ROMANO
Carol Ann Mooney, president of St. Mary’s College in Indiana, and student Kristen 
Millar present Pope Francis with a stole and letters from young women as part 
of the “Voices of Young Catholic Women” project. Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades of 
the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend introduced President Mooney and Miss 
Millar to the pope. Miss Millar is a member of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in 
Mechanicsburg and a graduate of Trinity High School in Camp Hill. 

By Tim Johnson
Catholic News Service

Even cloudy skies and showers could 
not dampen the spirits of a senior from St. 
Mary’s College in Indiana, a 2014 alumna 
of the school, its president and an Indiana 
bishop as a handmade stole, art and letters 
collected by the college titled “Voices of 
Young Catholic Women” were presented to 
Pope Francis in St. Peter’s Square.

On Nov. 26, Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades 
of Fort Wayne-South Bend accompanied 
St. Mary’s senior Kristen Millar of Dills-
burg, Pa., recent graduate Grace Urankar of 
San Francisco as well as St. Mary’s Presi-
dent Carol Ann Mooney and her husband, 
George Efta, to the pope’s general audience 
to make the presentation.

Kristen Millar is a member of St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg 
and a graduate of Trinity High School in 
Camp Hill

Students, supported by St. Mary’s Center 
for Spirituality and the college’s Campus 
Ministry, organized a national letter-writing 
response to Pope Francis’ outreach to young 
people to encourage the millennial genera-
tion – those born between 1981 and 1995 
– to write to the pope about their love for 
Catholic tradition and offer ideas how the 
Church might better reach their demograph-
ic.

The Center for Spirituality advertised the 
Voices project in America magazine and 
sent letters and posters to campus ministry 
offices at colleges and universities across 
the U.S.

The women who took part in the project 
were instructed to send letters, prayers, po-
etry, art and other forms of creative expres-
sion to the center at St. Mary’s in Indiana.

Both Millar and Urankar worked on the 
Voices project.

Mooney described how she and Millar 
had reserved seats for those who would be 
able to speak with Pope Francis. The oth-
ers had close seats and could see very well, 
she told Today’s Catholic, the Fort Wayne-
South Bend diocesan newspaper.

“Bishop Rhoades was able to join us when 

Pope Francis approached us,” Mooney re-
lated, “and the bishop introduced us. Kristen 
and I presented the stole and the letters.”

“We told Pope Francis that the letters 
contained the joys and hope, grief and sor-
rows of our young women,” she said. “The 
interchange was brief but truly moving. He 
asked us to pray for him, he said that he 
needs our prayers.”

Millar said, “I am honored to be able to 
advocate on behalf of the women of the mil-
lennial generation and am hopeful that the 
pope will hear our message. It is truly won-
derful to be an outspoken and truly inspired 
St. Mary’s woman.”

“I am very blessed to be a part of a project 
as wonderful as this,” she added. “This is 
not about me, but is truly about the Church 
and for all women struggling to maintain 
their Catholic identity in a time when reli-
gion is not deemed as necessary. I am here 
to give a voice.” 

Millar said she was thankful for all of the 
support in the project. “It has been much ap-
preciated and it’s awesome to see everyone 
at home as excited as we are,” she said.

Urankar said, “It was really incredible to 
be in St. Peter’s Square and so close to the 
pope himself. I’m sure anyone who goes to 
an audience would say this, but it was such a 
testament to the universal Church.”

“Pilgrims from all over the world were 
present, and the pope’s reflection was sum-
marized in at least 10 languages after he 
read it in Italian,” Urankar added.

“I was really struck by what a small group 
we were in the presence of so many, but I 
had to focus on all the women we were rep-
resenting,” she emphasized. “I really hope 
the pope reads our letters and takes the con-
cerns of young American Catholic women 
to heart.”

Elizabeth Groppe, director of St. Mary’s 
Center for Spirituality, reported 225 contri-
butions to the project, including 10 students 
and three alums from St. Mary’s. Fifteen 
other Catholic-affiliated organizations, in-
cluding Catholic and secular colleges and 
universities and Newman Catholic commu-
nities from across the country, participated.

There also were some letters from wom-

In Letters to Pope, Young Women  
Share Joys and Hopes, Grief and Sorrows

Trinity Graduate among  
Organizers of ‘Voices’ Project

en with no affiliation with any particular 
school.

One St. Mary’s alumna sent a poem, “My 
Church, My Home.” She gave voice to the 
caring relationships and bonds of commu-
nion that flow from the worship of God and 
sharing of the sacrament of the Eucharist.

According to Groppe, another woman 
had shared that she was sexually abused in 
high school and developed an eating disor-
der. In the aftermath of this, she attended a 
Kairos retreat that renewed her relationship 
with God and enabled her to discover her 
leadership abilities.

Through the community of women in the 
Catholic campus ministry program at her 
college, she found hope, focus, meaning 
and direction. She recommended the Catho-
lic Church provide all young women in par-
ishes, including teens, with the opportunity 
to have an adult woman as a mentor.

Students at St. Ursula Academy in Cin-
cinnati handmade a stole as a gift for Pope 
Francis. Their letters spoke of some of the 
challenges teenage girls face in the culture 

today. Those include media images of wom-
en that establish false ideals of beauty that 
are impossible to meet; degrading language 
about women in the lyrics of popular music; 
degrading and objectifying images of wom-
en in advertising, films and other media; as-
sumptions that girls are inferior to boys; and 
social pressures related to drinking, sex and 
social media.

In this context, one wrote, it is “difficult 
for me to accept myself as God’s good cre-
ation made in God’s divine image and like-
ness.” Some wrote about the lack of confi-
dence, depression and eating disorders that 
many teenage girls experience. They also 
made recommendations for ways in which 
the Catholic community can work to foster 
a culture of respect for women in the United 
States.

(Johnson is editor of Today’s Catholic, 
newspaper of the Diocese of Fort Wayne-
South Bend. Gwen O’Brien contributed to 
this story.) 

Cover Image Description
This rendition of this striking stained-glass of the Blessed Mother adoring her 

Holy Infant is from Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church in Mount Carmel. The 
image is a close-up of the whole Nativity window that graces this beautiful, old 
church in our diocese’s Coal Region. Father Francis Karwacki is the pastor there. 

There are numerous other stained-glass windows in the church that beautifully 
depict the life of Christ and the saints of the Church. The colorfully rich windows 
are 80 years old and originated from the Munich Mayer Stained Glass Window 
Company in Germany – which also reconstructed the Holy Spirit window above 
the main altar at Saint Peter’s Basilica in Vatican City in 1905, as well as others 
at holy sites in Rome. Some 50 cathedrals in the U.S. and Canada have the honor 
of housing stained-glass form this venerable company.

Recently, the stained glass windows at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church 
were cleaned and restored by Mark Sassani – a diocesan renowned artist and 
iconographer whose work graces other churches in the Diocese of Harrisburg. 

Merry Christmas! 
PHOTO BY CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

RETROUVAILLE
A Program to Help Couples  

Heal and Renew their Marriages
Do you feel lost, alone or bored in your marriage? Are you frustrated or angry 

with each other? Do you argue.....or have just stopped talking to each other? Does 
talking about it make it even worse? 

Retrouvaille helps couples rebuild their marriages. For information, or to reg-
ister for the Harrisburg program weekend on January 16-18, 2015, please call  
1-800-470-2230 or visit the Web site at www.retrouvaille.org. 
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Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

December 19 – Evening Vespers and Dinner with the 
Seminarians, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 5 p.m.

December 20 – Celebrate Mass at State Correctional Facility, 
Camp Hill, 8 a.m.

December 21 – Pastoral Visit to St. Joseph Parish, Dallastown, 11 a.m.
December 24 – Celebrate Mass at York County Prison, York, 

10:30 a.m.
December 25 – Celebrate Midnight Mass at St. Patrick Cathedral, 

Harrisburg, 12 a.m.; Celebrate Mass at St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 
9:30 a.m.

January 6 – Preside at Forty Hours Devotions at St. John Neumann 
Church, Lancaster, 7 p.m. 

January 11 – Celebrant and Homilist at Life Teen Mass at St. Patrick 
Church, Carlisle, 5 p.m.

January 14 – Celebrant and Homilist at Mass for Sisters of Christian 
Charity, Danville, 11 a.m.

January 18 – Celebrant and Homilist at Black Catholic Mass, St. 
Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 12:15 p.m.

January 20 – Celebrant and Homilist at Sanctity of Life Mass, St. 
Anthony of Padua Church, Lancaster, 7 p.m.

January 22 – March for Life, Washington, D.C.
January 24 – Celebrant and Homilist, Battle of the Buildings Event, 

York Catholic High School, 4 p.m. 

“For today in the city of David a Savior has been  
born for you who is Messiah, the Lord.” Luke 2: 11

Dear Friends in Christ,

At Christmas, God wants to fill our hearts with joy and gratitude for the 
greatest gift He could give us – His beloved Son. Why did the Word become 
Flesh? Because we needed a Savior who could reconcile us with God – some-
thing only God Himself could do. The Eternal Son was born in time to show 
us the infinite love and tender mercy of God for us, sinners. He saved us from 
sin and everlasting death by sending His Son to give us new and abundant life 
through the gift and working of the Holy Spirit.

That is the reason – the “why” – for the Mystery of the Incarnation and the 
Nativity. But the place – the “where” – is also greatly symbolic. The stable 
is not just a shelter for animals. It is the place where animals are confined for 
human needs. Animals are in a stable because they work for us and serve our 
needs. So it was no accident that the Son of God should be born in a stable. 
Jesus came for our sake. He confined Himself to our humanity, to a life of 
service, and did the saving work for us that only God could do. God came to 
seek us out. Now and forever Jesus is God-with-us, Emmanuel.  

Christmas Day comes and goes so quickly, and all too often, our remem-
brance of the Mystery of His coming ends as well. But Christmas cannot be 
for us merely a day; it is a season to savor, celebrate and to enter more deeply 
into the truth of God’s love and mercy.

In these days of divisiveness and violence in our world, Christ comes as a 
sign of God’s love and mercy that unites us all as brothers and sisters. May 
we allow the grace of our Savior’s Nativity to change us to be more fervent 
in faith, more joyful in hope and more active in charity. If we allow that to 
happen in us, then the Mystery of the Word Made Flesh will be more evident 
in our flesh, and our daily lives will herald His presence throughout the year.

May God grant us all a Merry Christmas and a Most Blessed New 
Year.

    Sincerely in Christ,

    Bishop Ronald Gainer

The Witness  
Returns January 23

The December 19 edition of The Catholic Witness is the final one 
for 2014. Our first issue of the New Year will be January 23, 2015.

Do you know that you can receive The Catholic Witness via e-mail? 
Sign up for this service by logging on to the diocesan Web site at  
www.hbgdiocese.org. Follow the News/Events tab to The Catholic 
Witness page and click on “Catholic Witness E-mail Sign Up.” Or, 
send your name and street address to witness@hbgdiocese.org, and 
we’ll sign you up. Each Friday that the newspaper is published, you 
will receive an e-mail with a direct link to the latest edition. Registra-
tion with the e-mail service will not cancel your mailed subscription 
unless you prefer otherwise.

As parishes, schools and organizations plan their event calen-
dars for the New Year, we take this opportunity to let you know 
that our schedule of issue dates and submission deadlines for 2015 
are now available. You can find the Publication Schedule and in-
formation on how to submit items to us by clicking on the “Cath-
olic Witness” link at www.hbgdiocese.org. If you would prefer to 
receive the Publication Schedule and Submission Guidelines via 
e-mail or standard mail, contact us at witness@hbgdiocese.org or  
717-657-4804 and we’ll be happy to send them to you.

Remember to stay in touch with news from the Diocese of Harris-
burg by visiting its Web site, www.hbgdiocese.org, or by following it 
on Facebook and Twitter.

We send you best wishes for a blessed Christmas and a happy New 
Year! 

Diocesan Mass in Celebration  
of African American and  

African Catholic Faith and Culture
January 18, 2015, at 12:15 p.m.
St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg

Bishop Ronald Gainer will be the celebrant and homilist.

For information about the diocesan  
Black Catholic Apostolate, contact:

Gwen Summers at 717-232-6285 or gwmsumm@aol.com
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By A.B. Hill
Special to The Witness

Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God, the resolve to run forth to meet 
your Christ.

Christmas is coming; the race is on – shopping, baking, cleaning, decorat-
ing, socializing. Most of us run around a lot this time of year; but toward 
whom are we running – the Christ child or the cashier in the checkout line?

We meet Christ in our liturgy – his Real Presence is always there at Mass, 
but when we are not too distracted by our own worries we can also see Him 
in the least of our brothers and sisters.

Jesus tells us where to find him in Matthew 25: “For I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you wel-
comed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and 
you visited me … Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least 
brothers of mine, you did for me.”

The Church teaches us to recognize and fulfill the obligations of justice and 
charity in society. We have a responsibility toward building, organizing and 
creating a functioning society through political, economic and administrative 
obligations. The Church (meaning all of us) has a secular mission to work 
toward the common good. Lay people are called to help build the kingdom of 
God in the world around us.

Common good is defined as the social conditions that allow for the authen-
tic development of the whole person. It is a human right that grows out of the 
dignity that God assigns to every person.

When we slow down long enough to look for Jesus in the least of our broth-
ers and sisters, we see how societal conditions may be contributing to pov-
erty, illness, oppression, or ignorance.

Members of society contribute to the common good through their generous 
use of the spiritual, social, or material means they possess for the good of 
others and to create conditions that allow people to more easily live a humane 
existence.

Catholic charities agencies meet urgent temporal needs of many people. 
Charitable giving is necessary and important; but often the relief is only tem-
porary and does not address the underlying conditions that caused the prob-
lem.

The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference advocates for public policies that 
improve the conditions for people to thrive. Its mission is to formulate posi-
tions on issues, officially represent the Church before state government, and 
to foster a public understanding of the Church’s teaching and concern about 
morality, health, welfare, human rights, education, and yes, the common good.

The PCC is an authoritative resource for Catholics and a vehicle for change. 
Our website, www.pacatholic.org, is a place for citizens to seek the truth 
about perplexing societal questions and find links to the Catholic Advocacy 
Network’s tools for urging our elected officials to vote in support of the com-
mon good.

The political challenges that face our nation, our state, and our cities and 
towns demand urgent moral choices on behalf of all citizens. Pray, inform 
your conscience, speak up for the common good, and be generous with your 
spiritual, social, or material means. As we run forth to meet our Christ, let’s 
look for Jesus around us and work toward improving our society for all of 
God’s children to achieve the happy and healthy existence they deserve.

(Hill is Communications Director of the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference 
– the public affairs agency of Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops and the Catho-
lic dioceses of Pennsylvania. Stay up-to-date with Catholic news and issues 
at www.pacatholic.org, www.facebook.com/pacatholic, and www.twitter.com/
pacatholic.)

Run Forth  
to Meet Christ

By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

Several years ago, I was honored to be a mentor to a new teacher. As we 
worked together, I soon discovered that he had an extraordinary and uncanny 
ability to teach and reach his students, but totally lacked 
classroom management skills. This is not uncommon for be-
ginner teachers. Since I was the only 
other instructor working in the com-
puter lab, he came to observe how I 
managed my students.  

At first, he did a lot of watching, 
and questioned me as to the reason 
why I did this or that. I would answer 
his questions to the best of my ability, 
and he would nod his head as if to tell me he understood. 
After several months of this, I was amused when he interacted with a student 
using the same words that I had utilized many times before. I smiled and 
thought, “Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery.” I had to admit it was a bit 
strange hearing my words coming out of him. But, heck, it worked!

I thought of the above as I came across a chapter in The Eucharist: Our 
Sanctification, by Raniero Cantalamessa, (The Liturgical Press, 1993) enti-
tled, “The Eucharist makes the Church through Imitation.” We find this con-
cept in the Lucan and the Pauline accounts of the Last Supper, in which we 
read the command from Jesus, “Do this in memory of me.” In the Gospel of 
John, Jesus washes the feet of the apostles even after they protest that such 
action was done by servants. Jesus answers their protests by stating, “I have 
given you an example, that you also should do what I have done to you.”  

His example not only could be seen during the Last Supper, but also 
throughout his entire life. Cantalamessa states, “The incarnation attests that 
the Word became man, but the paschal mystery [the dying and the rising of 
Christ – our redemption] attests what kind of man the Word had become: a 
man who was defenseless, condemned and crucified.” (p. 75) In short, Jesus’ 
entire life was one of service. He lived for others in order to bring them into 
a relationship not only with himself but also with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit. Isn’t this what our redemption was all about; healing a relationship that 
was severed by the first sin of our parents?  

Jesus served us as he showed us how to live a truly human life. A life that 
was centered in three aspects: thankfulness, humility, and courage. True 
thankfulness is an attitude of gratitude. With this viewpoint, one can readily 
understand that human beings are merely creatures and that everything we 
have has been given to us by God. All is gift. Every joy, every sorrow, and 
every tick of the clock is a moment in which we can decide to respond to 
grace or not.  

Biblical humility is a right dependence on God and others. No one is an 
island. The older I get, the more I am aware of how I am intricately joined 
with other human beings. In order to understand this, think about the list of 
the things and events and other “stuff” of which you are “in charge.” Depend-
ing on who you are and what you do, that list can be quite extensive. Then, in 
your mind, list what you actually control. Do you have a short list? When I 
thought about this, I realized that this list, for me, does not contain one item!

Finally, let us look at courage. This virtue commits us to reconciliation as 
a means to restore unity and peace. It is rooted within prayer and openness 
toward constant personal conversion. Face it, to be consistently ready to ad-
mit personal character inadequacies is hard. Courage is a requirement indeed!

These three are the basis from which evangelical service stems. Cantalam-
essa notes that even though service is not a virtue, it is an inner attitude that 
stems from the virtue of charity. Charity “is held to be the ultimate perfection 
of the human spirit, because it is said to both glorify and reflect the nature 
of God. The love that is caritas (charity) is distinguished by its origin, being 
divinely infused into the soul, and by its residing in the will rather than emo-
tions, regardless of what emotions it stirs up. According to Aquinas, charity 
is an absolute requirement for happiness, which he holds as man’s last goal.” 
(Wikipedia) In turn, charity has two parts: love of God and love of man, 
which includes both love of one’s neighbor and oneself.

So with this understanding, it is not a far stretch to understand that the Eu-
charist is the sacrament of charity, a sacrament of selfless service in imitation 
of Christ. This mystery becomes a lived reality to those who participate in it 
during the Liturgy. Remember, we do this all in memory of Him who did it 
first!

(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network 
Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and a member of the IT Depart-
ment. An educator for 28 years, she is responsible for Professional Develop-
ment Programs for every age learner. Through her presentations, she chal-
lenges her audiences to be the individual God has called them to be.) 

The Eucharist: 
Imitation

Thoughts
from a Catholic  

Evangelist
Sister Geralyn 
Schmidt, SCC
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Celebrating Advent as a Family

Nativity scene from the collection of the Diocesan Office of History and Archives.
EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Christmas Celebrations  
Blossom as Family  
Traditions Change

By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness

When I was a kid, my favorite part of Christmas was 
Christmas Eve. My sister and I have a yearly tradition; 
I’m not entirely sure when it began. But she and I would 
exchange one gift on Christmas Eve. Still today we hon-
or this tradition. My mom has been buying my sister 
and me matching pajamas since we were kids, and yes 
even as two married adults we still can’t wait for our 
Christmas PJs! 

I have a decent sized extended family. My mom has 
three brothers, and my father a sister and two brothers. 
So Christmas Eve has always meant that we got to see 
everyone. We’d start by going to 5 p.m. Mass. Then it 
was off to Steelton to my Gram’s house (my father’s 
mother) where we’d eat the best pigs in a blanket, ex-
change gifts and the kids would play. By 8 p.m. or so, we 
were saying our goodbyes and heading back to Cham-
bers Hill to celebrate with my mom’s family, Grandma 
and Pappy. Grandma would have the fattest tree she 
could find, and somehow had enough ornaments to fill 
it! A few years, my Uncle Miles even dressed up like 
Santa for us kids. We’d head home sometime around 
midnight, get into our Christmas PJs and crawl under 
our Christmas sheets. That’s right, mom didn’t miss a 
detail. I did this tradition every year right up until the 
year I was married. Even when I had my own apartment 
and my dog, we would pack up and stay the night at 
mom and dad’s. I cannot describe in words how much 
I appreciate the Christmas I had growing up. My sister 
and I were surrounded by love.

Today, some of these traditions have changed and 
some new ones have been added because of marriage. 
My husband’s family celebrates Christmas with many 
Polish traditions. We go to his parents’ house after my 
Gram’s now (my mother’s parents are now deceased). 
And we have a wonderful meal. 

Before the meal, we each break of a piece of oplatek, 
the Christmas wafer. It is a symbol of the unity of the 
family. Next we have garlic and honey, not exactly the 
headliner of the meal, but the symbolism is beautiful. 
The garlic represents the bitter suffering of Christ and 
the honey offers the sweet after-taste of Heaven and 
Christ’s Redemption. In this specific household, split pea 
soup is next. For years my husband and his siblings have 
been making faces and complaining about this soup. But 
it must be eaten in full. Once the soup is finished, it is on 
to the main course of crabcakes and pierogi. His mother 
and father carry these traditions from their parents, and I 
love being a part of their heritage and traditions. 

Our first year as a married couple, it was hard to imag-
ine not falling asleep in my childhood room. And then 
after my sister had her second child, we changed our 
Christmas Day celebration from our parents’ place to 
her house. At first it felt strange having so many new 
ways of celebrating. But I soon realized that the part I 
loved most all these years has always been my family 
being together. I hear often how people comment on the 
difference of Christmas as an adult; they seem almost 
solemn or like they are mourning a thing they used to 
enjoy. But for me, my family and my husband’s family 
has always made it about who we were celebrating with 
and our personal traditions. 

When I’m feeling a little overwhelmed by the tasks on 
hand for the holidays, I often reflect back to the previous 
Christmas. Was it ruined because I only made chocolate 
chip cookies and not four different kinds? Or did hav-
ing only half the decorations up change anything at all? 
When I really look back, each Christmas is perfect in its 
own way with funny little stories, or a surprised guest, 
and being together to celebrate this time that God has 
given us to reflect on the good and to celebrate the ar-
rival of our Savior.

Christmas Mass to be Televised
Christmas Mass on television will bring the joyful celebration of Our Lord’s Nativity into homes, 

healthcare settings, and other places. Please invite homebound loved ones to join in the Heart of the 
Nation Catholic TV Mass on Christmas Day at 6:30 a.m. and 11:30 p.m. on WGCB Channel 49 in 
the Harrisburg, Lebanon, Lancaster and York areas. The Christmas Scripture readings, traditional 
hymns, and the inspiring surroundings of an 1800s chapel will give TV Mass viewers the gift of 
rejoicing in the meaning and blessings of Christmas. Video of the televised Mass will also be online 
at www.HeartoftheNation.org. 

In its present form, the custom of displaying 
figures depicting the birth of Jesus Christ 
owes its origin to St. Francis of Assisi, who made 
the Christmas crèche or manger 
for Christmas Eve of 1223.

The blessing of the Christmas manger or Nativ-
ity scene may take place on the Vigil 
of Christmas or at another suitable time.

When the manger is set up in the home, it is 
appropriate that it be blessed by a 
parent or another family member. 

All make the sign of the cross as the leader 
says:

Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
R/. Who made heaven and earth.

One of those present or the leader reads a text 
of sacred Scripture, for example, Luke 2:1 (lines 
1-8) or Isaiah 7:10 (lines 10-15, the birth of  
Emmanuel).

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
R/. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
The leader prays with hands joined:
God of every nation and people, 

from the very beginning of creation 
you have made manifest your love: 
when our need for a Savior was great 
you sent your Son to be born of the Virgin Mary. 
To our lives he brings joy and peace, 
justice, mercy, and love. 
 
Lord, 
bless all who look upon this manger; 
may it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus, 
and raise our thoughts to him, 
who is God-with-us and Savior of all, 
and who lives and reigns forever and ever. 
R/. Amen.

—From “Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers”
(Text from www.usccb.org)

Blessing of a Christmas  
Manger or Nativity Scene
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Youth and young adults in the diocese are 
invited to join Bishop Ronald Gainer on the 
World Youth Day pilgrimage to Krakow, Po-
land, in July of 2016.

The international World Youth Day cele-
bration will be highlighted by spiritual offer-
ings, cultural activities and Mass celebrated 
by Pope Francis. World Youth Day is cel-
ebrated annually on a local level and every 
two or three years with an international gath-
ering with the Holy Father. 

The 2016 celebration will take place in the 
home see of St. John Paul II, who initiated 
World Youth Day in 1985. The theme for 
World Youth Day 2016 in Krakow, selected 
by Pope Francis, is “Blessed are the merci-
ful, for they shall obtain mercy” (Mt 5:7).

World Youth Day festivities will begin 
July 26, and conclude with a Mass celebrat-
ed by Pope Francis on July 31. Prior to the 
international gathering, pilgrims from the 
Diocese of Harrisburg will participate in a 
retreat experience with Bishop Gainer and 
diocesan priests July 24-26 in Warsaw, Cze-
stochowa, Auschwitz and Wadowice.

The Diocese of Harrisburg’s World Youth 
Day pilgrimage is open to youth who will be 
ages 16-18 at the time of the trip and their 
chaperones, and to single and married young 
adults ages 18-35. The diocesan pilgrimage 
is an undertaking of the Diocesan Office of 
Youth and Young Adult Ministry.

    
Diocesan Itinerary

Pilgrims will depart for Poland on July 23 
with an overnight flight.

On July 24, they will visit Czestochowa 
to see the Pauline Monastery on top of Jasna 
Gorga Mountain, considered the spiritual 
capital of Poland. Inside the monastery is 
the image of Our Lady of Czestochowa, also 
known as the “Black Madonna” because of 
its discoloration from the many candles lit 
by the more than 5 million pilgrims who 
visit each year. Pilgrims will participate in 
Mass and tour the monastery.

The following day, July 25, pilgrims will 
visit the Nazi concentration camp at Aus-
chwitz, including the cell of St. Maximilian 
Kolbe, who gave up his life so that anoth-
er prisoner could live, as well as the place 
where Edith Stein was put to death for being 
born Jewish and converting to Catholicism. 
Pilgrims will then go on to Lagiewnki to 
visit the Shrine of Divine Mercy, where Je-
sus gave St. Faustina the message of Divine 
Mercy. The day will conclude in Wadowice, 
the birthplace of St. John Paul II, with visits 
to his home, church and schools.

July 26, the final day of the special dioc-
esan retreat, will include a tour of the Un-
derground Salt Cathedral of Poland, with its 
churches and museums, and carvings and 
artwork made from salt. Then, pilgrims will 
depart for Krakow and the World Youth Day 
Opening Ceremony and Mass, evening con-
certs and cultural programs.

Catechetical sessions will be held on the 
mornings of July 27, 
28 and 29. After cat-
echesis on July 27, 
pilgrims may explore 
the historical sites, 
museums and World 
Youth Day activities. 

Pope Francis is 
scheduled to arrive on 
July 28, when he will 
deliver his welcome 
speech at a prayer ser-
vice later the day.

The evening of July 
29 will be highlighted 
by Stations of the 
Cross presented on 
the streets of Krakow.

On July 30, pil-
grims will pack their 
sleeping bags and trek 
to a camp site for the 

World Youth Day
Krakow, Poland

July 23- 
August 1, 2016

Local World Youth Day Events Open to All

World Youth Day Opening Mass
February 7, 2015, at the Cardinal Keeler 
Center in Harrisburg
Sacrament of Reconciliation at 9 a.m.
Mass at 10 a.m., followed by a gathering
Catechesis on the Holocaust
April 16, 2015 at Lancaster Catholic 
High School
Mass marking one year until the WYD 
Papal Mass, to include Catholic Youth 
Experience (CYX)
August 1, 2015, at the Cardinal Keeler 
Center in Harrisburg
Sacrament of Reconciliation at 9 a.m.
Mass at 10 a.m., followed by a gathering

World Youth Day Catechesis Sessions
December 5, 2015
March 5, 2016
June 11, 2016
Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg
Sacrament of Reconciliation at 9 a.m.
Catechesis sessions from 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
World Youth Day Send Off
July 16, 2016, at the Cardinal Keeler 
Center in Harrisburg
Sacrament of Reconciliation at 9 a.m.
Mass at 10 a.m., followed by a gathering
Stateside Vigil and WYD Mass
July 30-31, 2016
Location TBA

“Blessed are the merciful, for they 
shall obtain mercy.” (Matthew 5:7)

A promising spiritual journey of faith for youth 
ages 16-18 and their chaperones, and for young 
adults ages 18-35.

A retreat experience  
in Poland July 24-26

• Czestochowa, home of the Pauline Monastery 
on top of Jasna Gorga Mountain and the image of 
Our Lady known as the Black Madonna

• Auschwitz, the Nazi Concentration Camp and 
the cell of St. Maximilian Kolbe

• Auschwitz II, where Edith Stein was put to 
death for being born Jewish and joining the Catho-
lic Church

• Lagiewnki, home of St. Faustina’s Shrine of 
Divine Mercy

• Wadowice, the birthplace of St. John Paul II
• Wieliczka, the site of the Underground Salt Ca-

thedral

World Youth Day in Krakow  
July 26-31 with Pope Francis

• Daily Mass and catechesis sessions
• Tours of historical sites, cultural programs and 

exhibitions

• Walking tours of Krakow in the 
footsteps of St. John Paul II

• Stations of the Cross and the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation

• Prayer services and addresses by 
the Holy Father

• World Youth Day Vigil Mass with 
Pope Francis, and an overnight camp 
out

• Sending Forth Mass with the Holy 
Father and clergy from around the 
world

Cost is $3,949 per person (does not 
include WYD fees or travel insurance), 
based on two or three persons per room. 
There is a $100 early bird discount with 
deposit by Feb. 15, 2015. After that 
day, deposits received before April 15, 
2015, will receive a $50 discount. 

For more information, a complete 
itinerary and a payment schedule, con-
tact Virginia Pereira at 717-657-4804, 
ext. 327, or vpereira@hbgdiocese.org, 
or visit www.hbgdiocese.org/youth-
and-young-adults/.

The city’s main square and St. Mary’s Basilica are seen in a nighttime 
view of Krakow, Poland. The polish city, the former see of St. John Paul 
II, will host the next international gathering of World Youth Day in 2016. 

CNS/MARCIN MAZUR

Diocese Calls Youth, Young Adults to  
Join in World Youth Day Pilgrimage to Poland

Kickoff Mass, Catechetical Sessions Begin in 2015
outdoor World Youth Day Vigil. Here, there 
will be evening Eucharistic Adoration, time 
for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and 
an address from the Holy Father. Pilgrims 
will sleep under the stars and awake to the 
Sending Forth Mass on July 31, celebrated 
by Pope Francis and concelebrated by car-
dinals, bishops and priests from around the 
world. 

Diocesan pilgrims will depart Poland on 
Aug. 1, with anticipated arrival home on the 
same day.

As with previous diocesan pilgrimages to 
the international celebration of World Youth 
Day, the journey to Krakow will begin with 
a several-day retreat.

“Previous World Youth Day pilgrims have 
expressed the significant spiritual impact 
that these retreat days have made on their 
lives,” said Virginia Pereira, Associate Di-
rector of the Diocesan Office for Youth and 
Young Adult Ministry. “They’ve expressed 
that they experienced a real connection as a 
diocese during these retreat days.” 

Stateside Activities Abound
The diocese is offering a variety of spiri-

tual offerings in anticipation of the World 
Youth Day experience, and these activities 
are open to everyone, including those not 
traveling to Poland in 2016.

The first event is an opening Mass which 
will be celebrated by Bishop Gainer on Feb. 
7 at 10 a.m. at the Cardinal Keeler Center in 
Harrisburg.

In keeping with the international World 
Youth Day experience, chairs and seating 
arrangements will not be provided at this 
Mass. Instead, participants will stand, kneel 
or sit, just as pilgrims do at the World Youth 
Day Mass.

The Mass on Feb. 7 at the Cardinal Kee-
ler is open to everyone, regardless of their 
age or whether or not they plan to attend 
the pilgrimage to Poland. The Sacrament of 
Reconciliation will be offered, beginning at 
9 a.m.

At the Mass, a replica of a Processional 
Cross that belonged to St. John Paul II will 
be blessed by Bishop Gainer. The cross, as 
well as an image of John Paul II, will then 
travel to diocesan parishes with youth par-
ticipating in World Youth Day. There will 
also be Masses on Aug. 1, 2015, and July 16, 
2016 – the first one to mark one year until 
the World Youth Day Mass with the Holy 
Father, and the second to send off World 
Youth Day pilgrims.

Several catechetical sessions are also 
planned in anticipation of the pilgrimage, 
beginning with catechesis on the Holo-
caust, to be offered at Lancaster Catholic 
High School on April 16. Survivors from 
Auschwitz are scheduled to speak. The dio-
cese is also expected to release information 
about a unique stateside vigil and Mass in 
conjunction with the international vigil and 
Mass in Poland. Watch The Catholic Wit-
ness, the diocesan website and diocesan 
social media for details about the plans for 
this one-of-a-kind gathering.

“The Masses and catechetical sessions 
are a way to help the pilgrims to prepare for 
the spiritual journey they will be taking, and 
to evangelize all the faithful to bring them 
to a closer relationship with Jesus Christ,” 
Ms. Pereira remarked. “The goal is to as-
sist them in rediscovering the beauty of the 

Church and being closer to Christ.”
She encourages youth and young adults 

to give serious consideration to joining in 
the international World Youth Day experi-
ence.

“During World Youth Day, I’ve seen pil-
grims open themselves to the Holy Spirit,” 

said Ms. Pereira, who 
has accompanied di-
ocesan youth and 
young adults on the 
previous two occa-
sions. “They come to 
feel part of the larger 
Church; they’re not 
afraid of praising God 
to the whole world. 
It is a life-changing 
experience they will 
never forget.” 

(See the accom-
panying box on this 
page for contact in-
formation regarding 
a complete itinerary 
and a payment sched-
ule.)
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Interested in Foster  
Care and Adoption?

Catholic Charities Adoption Services assists birth par-
ents, adoptive families and children. Specialized Foster 
Care provides temporary, safe, nurturing homes for chil-
dren who have been separated from their families by the 
court.

For information, visit the Adoption and Specialized 
Foster Care link under the “Get Help” section at Catho-
lic Charities’ Web site, www.hbgdiocese.org. Or, contact 
Kelly Bolton, Program Director, at 717-564-7115 or 
kbolton@cchbg.org.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

This Christmas, the seven members of the Roush family in 
Annville are receiving the most precious gift they could have 
ever imagined.

It’s the gift of a “forever family.”
Last month, Larry and Jen Roush officially adopted five 

siblings – biologically their four nieces and one nephew – 
through Catholic Charities Adoption Services.

“We never had doubts about bringing these kids into our 
home,” Mrs. Roush said of her children, who range in age 
from 7 to 16.

It’s been a two-year journey for everyone involved; an ex-
perience that began with unspeakable living conditions for 
the children, but ended blissfully in happiness and love.

In November of 2012, Mr. Roush received a phone call 
explaining that the five siblings – his sister’s biological chil-
dren – had been removed from their home in Westmoreland 
County, Pa., because of abuse and neglect. 

The four girls were placed together in a temporary foster 
home, while their brother – the youngest of the group – spent 
time in two different foster homes.

Within days of their placement, one of the girls called Mr. 
and Mrs. Roush to ask if the siblings could relocate to live 
with them halfway across the state.

The Roushes didn’t have any children at the time, although 
they had been on the cusp of becoming a waiting family with 
a national adoption agency when their niece phoned for help.

Opening their home to five children with whom they hadn’t 
fully developed bonds because of a family situation was a far 
cry from what they had been anticipating as potential adop-
tive parents, but the Roushes felt it was the only thing to do.

Growing from a family of two to a family of seven was a 
large leap, but it was a leap made with faith.

“There was a lot of talking to God in those days after the 
kids were removed from their home,” said the Roushes, 
members of the Methodist Church. “We knew we had to 
bring them to our home. We knew we had to help them.” 

They contacted Westmoreland County Children’s Bureau, 
which connected them to Catholic Charities Adoption and 
Specialized Foster Care here in the diocese to begin the cer-
tification process.

The agency, like all of Catholic Charities’ programs, serves 
clients regardless of their nationality, religious affiliation 
or ability to pay. Since its establishment in 1938, Catholic 
Charities’ foster care and adoption program has assisted birth 
parents, foster families, adoptive families and children with 
dignity and compassion.

Assisting the Roushes and the five siblings was a remark-
able task for the agency. The process resulted in the largest 
sibling adoption that Catholic Charities has ever facilitated.

Kelly Bolton, Program Director for Catholic Charities 
Adoption Services, explained that the agency worked all 
sides of the foster care and adoption processes: preparing 
the children for foster care placement and later for adoption; 
creating the family profile to certify Mr. and Mrs. Roush for 
foster care and adoption; and completing profiles for all five 
siblings.

The Roushes, then as foster parents, welcomed the chil-
dren into their home in January of 2013. The family had rou-
tine visits with Children and Youth Services and with Catho-
lic Charities caseworkers. Mr. and Mrs. Roush  completed 
parenting and child development classes through Catholic 
Charities.

“Catholic Charities has been tremendously helpful to all 
of us throughout the entire process,” said Mrs. Roush. “The 
social workers have been a blessing to us. We knew we could 
call them at any time to ask questions, share concerns or talk 
about ways to help the kids in their adjustment.”

When the five children came to live with the Roushes 
nearly two years ago, they were welcomed with new bunk 

Five Siblings Find ‘Forever Family’ through  
Catholic Charities Adoption Services

beds, toys, matching linens and towels and a home where 
they would be safe, nurtured and loved.

Still, the early days were challenging ones, especially as 
the children exhibited hyper-vigilant behavior. One child, 
after bedtime, would check the doors and windows several 
times each night to ensure that no one could break into the 
house. Others hoarded food, a habit from their previous situ-
ation, where meals, electricity and running water weren’t al-
ways a guarantee.

Overcoming feelings of insecurity can be quite an obstacle 
for children who have suffered trauma, but it is a common 
experience, Mrs. Bolton noted. “But the good thing is, it’s 
only a matter of time until they do realize that they’re safe 
in their new home, that they will be provided for, that no one 
will hurt them,” she said.

Donna Zimmerman, Adoption Caseworker for Catholic 
Charities,  served as the caseworker for the Roush family.

“There has been a dramatically positive change in the 
kids since they came to live with Larry and Jen,” she said. 
“They’re trusting, they enjoy school, they’re happy. And they 
know that they’re all together as a family. When I had month-
ly supervisory visits, all the kids would immediately gather 
around the dining room table to talk about activities they did 
as a family, and when they could officially be adopted.”

That anticipated day came on Nov. 18 of this year in Judge 
Todd Hoover’s courtroom in the Dauphin County Court-
house.

For the judges, attorneys and court staff involved, adop-
tion proceedings are known as “happy court,” said Terrence 
J. Kerwin, Esquire, of Kerwin & Kerwin, LLP. He is the So-
licitor for Catholic Charities Adoption Services and for the 
Diocese of Harrisburg.

He has handled adoptions for Catholic Charities since 
1980, representing adoptive parents and presenting to the 
court their request for adoption.

“The foster care and adoption programs are of great value 
to society,” he said. “In the case of the foster care program, 
it provides temporary, safe and nurturing homes for children. 
In the adoption program, a child is given the opportunity for 
permanent placement with parents who are eagerly willing to 
provide a loving, caring home for the child.”

“In my career, handling adoptions has been one of the most 
professionally rewarding areas of my law practice,” he said.

“When I received the request from Catholic Charities to 
prepare the Petitions for Adoption for the Roush family, my 
immediate thought was, ‘What a remarkable couple they 
must be to take on the responsibility of adopting five chil-
dren,’” he said. “I also thought it would be wonderful if the 
adoptions could be completed before Christmas. As I read 
through the home study, a long-standing opinion I have was 
confirmed. It was apparent that Mr. and Mrs. Roush, along 
with many other couples who accept the challenges and re-
sponsibilities of adopting children, some with special needs, 
have a strong Christian faith. The Roushes’ faith is reflected 
in their willingness without question or hesitation in proceed-
ing with the adoptions.” 

The adoption on Nov. 18 marked a glorious milestone for 
the family of seven, a symbolic occasion that testified to the 
love and commitment they’ve shared for quite some time.

After the hearing, the children asked their parents, “Really, 
what’s different?”

“To them, nothing had changed as far as what they feel for 
us, and what we feel for them as parents,” Mrs. Roush re-
marked. “And the kids are right. Only now, they are officially 
our children.”

As soon as they returned home that day, one of the girls 
opened her school binder. She erased her former last name on 
every page, and replaced it with “Roush.”

The services that Catholic Charities provided to the family 
are typical for any family seeking to be foster or adoptive 
parents.

There is an urgent need for foster parents willing to open 
their hearts and their homes for children. Many children in 
the system are defined as having “special needs” – a broad 
term that includes children with a mental health diagnosis 
(ADHD, post-traumatic stress disorder, reactive-attachment 
disorder), a physical disability (Down Syndrome, spina bifi-
da), or children who are over the age of five, from a minority 
population, or part of a sibling group.

In many cases, children in foster care do return to their bio-
logical parents or other family members. However, in other 
instances, foster families are able to adopt foster children, 
just like the Roushes did.

“We have been blessed by these five children,” Mr. and 
Mrs. Roush said. “The children have brought such joy, not 
only to us, but to our whole family. We are so excited to fi-
nally be a ‘forever family.’ They filled a space in our hearts 
we always knew was empty.”

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
The “forever family” of seven are all smiles after the adoption finalization. Larry and Jen Roush of Annville 
welcomed the sibling group – biologically their nieces and nephew – into their home nearly two years ago, 
and expressed their gratitude to Catholic Charities for facilitating the process that led to the eventual adoption 
last month. 

Terrence J. Kerwin, Esquire, Solicitor for Catholic  
Charities Adoption Services, represents Larry and Jen 
Roush, left, during their official adoption of five siblings at 
the Dauphin County Courthouse on Nov. 18. “In my career, 
handling adoptions has been one of the most  
professionally rewarding areas of my law practice,” he said. 



8 - The
 Catholic Witness • December 19, 2014

On Second Sunday of Advent, 
Bishop Celebrates Holy Mass in Marysville 

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

Tucked in the narrow streets of 
Marysville sits Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Church, where Bishop 
Gainer visited and celebrated Holy 
Mass for the parish faithful on De-
cember 7. 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish 
has produced two bishops, Bishop 
Martin Lohmuller – a retired aux-
iliary bishop of the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia – and Cardinal Wil-
liam Keeler – seventh Bishop of 
Harrisburg before becoming the 
Archbishop of Baltimore in 1989. 

In his homily, Bishop Gainer 

thanked Father John Trigilio for 
his humble service to his parishes – 
Father Trigilio is also pastor of St. 
Bernadette Church in Duncannon, 
which is located seven miles north 
of Our Lady’s along the Susque-
hanna River. 

 “December is the most fran-
tic and hectic time of the year for 
most of us,” Bishop Gainer said. 
“But God has given us this time of 
year more importantly to be delib-
erate…. If we are waiting well, we 
will be prepared well for the Lord’s 
coming.” 

After Mass, Bishop Gainer greet-
ed and shared fellowship time with 
the parish faithful.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Father John Trigilio, pastor of Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish in Marysville, recesses out of the church after concelebrating Mass with Bishop Gainer.

Above: Angelia Casale is dressed for the occasion.

Right: Marshall Garcia is comforted by his mother, 
Jolene, during Mass.
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Bishop Gainer Celebrates Holy 
Day Mass at Bishop McDevitt

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

On the Feast of the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, December 8, 
Bishop Ronald Gainer made a pastoral visit Bishop 
McDevitt High School in Harrisburg. The bishop 
celebrated Holy Mass for the students and faculty in 
the spacious auditorium. Father John Acri, a Bishop 
McDevitt alum some seven decades ago, concel-
ebrated Mass with Bishop Gainer. 

In his homily, Bishop Gainer spoke of man’s origi-
nal sin and pointed out that the Blessed Mother was 
conceived without sin, and that this feast day – the 
Patronal Feast of the United States of America – hon-
ors her conception in Saint Anne’s womb. 

“Mary knew that she was God’s servant. We try 
and pretend that we are the center of the universe,” 
Bishop Gainer said. “We play God. What freedom it 

is that comes when we understand that we are also on 
this earth to serve…. Mary does not hide, or point a 
finger to someone else. She is brave, courageous to 
the shocking truth that she will be the mother of the 
Son of God…. One of our culture’s problems today is 
that we think that we do not need a savior. We think 
we are all right, we are not.” 

After Mass, Bishop Gainer greeted each student as 
they returned to class. 

In 1854, Blessed Pope Pius IX – the longest serving 
(31 years) elected pontiff, proclaimed that December 
8th would be the feast day celebrating Mary’s im-
maculate purity.

Religious sisters who serve at Bishop McDevitt greet Bishop Gainer after renewing their vows 
during the Mass. From left are Christian Charity Sister Carol Schuyler, who serves in the History  
Department; Christian Charity Sister Marilyn McCusker, Chair of the Science Department;  
Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister Christine Cunningham, who serves in the Business and Technology 
Department; and Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister Mary Anne Bednar, principal.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Bishop Gainer greets students after celebrating Mass on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.

Connor Ouly serves as cantor 
for the Mass honoring Our Lady.

Bishop Ronald Gainer celebrates the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist with a chalice that once belonged to Bishop 
Philip R. McDevitt.
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Monstrance Fished from Reservoir Centerpiece of New Adoration Chapel
By George P. Matysek Jr.

Catholic News Service

A man fishing at the Loch Raven Reservoir in north Bal-
timore County some two decades ago was convinced he had 
snagged a big fish after his line hooked something substantial.

After reeling in his haul, the angler had no fish. He had, 
however, caught something even more remarkable: a large 
Gothic monstrance used by Catholics to hold the Eucharist 
for worship.

Unsure what the ornate object was, but thinking it looked 
“churchy,” the man took the monstrance to a local Catholic 
church. A priest examined the vessel, suggesting that the man 
take the beautiful brass finding to the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Bal-
timore, where it subsequently remained in storage for years.

During a joyous Mass that attracted hundreds of people 
to the historic basilica, Archbishop William E. Lori placed a 
consecrated host inside the restored monstrance fished from 
the water and carried it in a solemn procession to the church’s 
undercroft.

There, he placed the monstrance atop a gleaming altar in-
side a new adoration chapel that he dedicated to be used in a 
special way to pray for vocations to the priesthood and con-
secrated life.

“Using a monstrance fished out of a lake, we will ask the 
Lord to send us new ‘fishers of men,’” Archbishop Lori said 
in his homily Nov. 23, prior to dedicating the new chapel, 
“both here in the Archdiocese of Baltimore and in the whole 
Church.”

How the monstrance found its way into the reservoir is a 
mystery, Archbishop Lori said, “but how it found its way here 
to the basilica is a remarkable sign of God’s providence.”

Archbishop Lori announced that the new adoration chapel 
will be dedicated to the basilica’s 24th rector, Msgr. Arthur 
Valenzano, in gratitude for his “goodness and priestly exam-
ple.” The surprise announcement stirred the congregation to 
give the priest a prolonged standing ovation, during which 
Msgr. Valenzano, who is battling cancer, smiled and placed a 
hand over his heart.

Msgr. Valenzano established a small adoration chapel in 
the same spot as the new one in 2011. It is located near the 

CNS/OLIVIA OBINEME, CATHOLIC REVIEW
A monstrance fished from Loch Raven Reservoir in 
Maryland is the centerpiece of a new adoration cha-
pel at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the As-
sumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Baltimore. 

Two Diocesan Students Recognized at Mass, 
Exhibit for Winners of National Christmas Art Contest

PHOTOS COURTESY OF PONTIFICAL MISSION SOCIETIES IN THE U.S.
Rebecca Donnelly of Sacred Heart of Jesus School in Lancaster and Danny 
Leonard of Our Mother of Perpetual Help School in Ephrata are shown with their 
winning Christmas art during an exhibit at the Basilica of the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception in Washington.

Enter Next Year’s Contest
The MCA Christmas Artwork Contest is open to all Catholic chil-

dren in grades K-8. The deadline for this year’s entries is January 31, 
2015.  An application form may be found at www.MCAkids.org; click 
on Christmas Artwork Contest.  For more information, please contact 
the Diocesan Missions Office at 717- 657-4804 ext. 240, or email 
missions@hbgdiocese.org. 

Catholic News Service

A special Mass Dec. 5 and an exhibit at the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington celebrated the win-
ners of the annual Christmas artwork contest sponsored by the Missionary 
Childhood Association.

An agency of the Pontifical Mission Societies, the association asks chil-
dren in the nation’s elementary schools and parish religious education 
programs and those who are home-schooled to submit their artwork to 
illustrate “The Nativity & Mission.”

They can illustrate the Christmas story using images of shepherds and 
angels, the Three Kings and the Holy Family, the animals present by the 
manger, and the infant Jesus.

Each year, 24 winners are chosen and their works of art are featured 
as e-greetings on the main Missionary Childhood Association’s Web site 
-- www.MCAKids.org. The artwork remains on display at the national 
shrine through Epiphany, which is Jan. 6.

Fifteen winners and their families attended the celebration in Washing-
ton, including Rebecca Donnelly of Sacred Heart of Jesus School in Lan-
caster and Danny Leonard of Our Mother of Perpetual Help School in 
Ephrata.

The 2014 winners are from the archdioceses of New York, Chicago, 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, Miami and Philadelphia; and the dioceses of 
Brooklyn, New York; Metuchen, New Jersey; Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; 
Arlington, Virginia; Springfield, Illinois; Venice, Florida; and Wichita, 
Kansas.

This year’s grand prize winners are from the Diocese of Springfield and 
the Diocese of Arlington. Two winners are chosen to have their artwork be 
part of the national director’s Christmas card.

Beginning in 1916, what is now the Missionary Childhood Association 
issued Christmas seals. The association started using children’s artwork on 
the seals in 1933. In 2005, it created Christmas cards with the youngsters’ 
artwork; e-greetings with the winners’ designs were introduced in 2007.

gles that Archbishop Lori said were set in a pattern inspired 
by the design of the dome of St. Peter’s Basilica in Vatican 
City.

“The tiles of blue glass which cover the interior of the bal-
dacchino and serve as a backdrop for the monstrance recall 
the water of the lake from which the monstrance emerged,” 
Archbishop Lori said, “and also the words of the Lord to the 
Apostles, the first fishers of men, to ‘put out into the deep.’”

Msgr. Valenzano told the Catholic Review, Baltimore’s 
archdiocesan newspaper, he hopes people will visit the cha-
pel frequently to pray and draw closer to Christ by making a 
Holy Hour before the Blessed Sacrament. The chapel seats 
eight.

“At first, a Holy Hour can seem like an obligation,” the rec-
tor said, “but eventually, it seems more like an opportunity. 
It’s a time when we communicate silently with God and God 
communicates with us.”

Among the priests present for the dedication Mass was 
Father Joseph Marcello, a Connecticut clergyman and Arch-
bishop Lori’s former priest-secretary in Baltimore, who was 
instrumental in the chapel’s design. Jim Sutton was the archi-
tect and CAM Construction was the builder. A grant from the 
Andreas Foundation helped make the chapel possible.

Msgr. Valenzano noted that a display in honor of the wom-
en and men religious who have served the Archdiocese of 
Baltimore, previously housed in the alcove where the chapel 
is located, will be relocated to another spot in the basilica.

Father Michael DeAscanis, vocations director for the arch-
diocese, said he believes prayer in the chapel will have a di-
rect impact on vocations.

“Don’t just pray for vocations generically, but particular-
ly,” he said. “Pray for the young people you know – your 
children, grandchildren, godchildren – simply that God’s will 
be done.”

An inscription above the side entryways of the chapel is 
a constant reminder of the power of prayer. Taken from the 
Gospel of Luke, it reads:

“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Pray 
therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest.”

(Matysek is assistant managing editor of the Catholic Re-
view, newspaper of the Baltimore Archdiocese.) 

tombs of several archbishops of Baltimore, including the na-
tion’s first bishop, Archbishop John Carroll.

The new chapel features an altar inspired by the basilica’s 
side altars in the upper church. The adoration chapel altar in-
cludes an octagonal baldacchino, a canopy with metal shin-
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World Meeting of Families
December Theme:  

The Mission of Love
“With men and women created in the image of God, history begins” (Love is 

our Mission, 21).
Pete and Laura came home from Sunday Mass feeling tired and frazzled. Two-

year-old Matthew had spent the hour using the pew as a piece of play equip-
ment, and four-year-old Karen had asked to go to the potty four times. And with 
his concentration already gone, Pete was sneaking peeks of his 
e-mail while Laura silently fumed. Somehow they managed to 
make it through the Liturgy of the Eucharist with minimal inter-
ruptions, but both had missed pieces of the Liturgy of the Word, 
not to mention a large segment of Father John’s homily.  

As they walked into their house, Pete and Laura were bick-
ering about what happened at Mass, and Matthew was crying. 
Then both of their cell phones rang with calls from grandparents 
wondering what their Christmas plans were. They looked at each 
other and simultaneously told their parents that they would let 
them know of their plans soon.  

    Pete spoke first after they ended their calls. “Would it be a ter-
rible idea if we just stay home this time and have our own Christ-
mas? It would be great to just have a quiet day at home with the 
kids, and I think they would enjoy the holiday a whole lot more 
with just the four of us.”

“Are you serious?” Laura’s reply was less than supportive. “They all have 
their hearts set on seeing us that day and we will just have to figure out how to 
make it work.” Distractedly, she tapped the screen of her phone, looking for the 
Christmas gift list. “I really should go out and do some more Christmas shop-
ping. Can you watch Matthew and Karen while I do that?” She paused. “Assum-
ing, of course, that you can tear yourself away from your e-mail.”

Pete took a deep breath and exclaimed – perhaps too loudly – “Wait a minute! 
Let’s talk about this! You really need to consider this idea seriously. We are both 
exhausted from work and Christmas shopping and wrangling two preschoolers, 
and I think we need to take a break. And what is this about ‘watching the kids?’ 
I feel like a babysitter when you say that.” He opted to ignore the e-mail com-
ment.

Laura looked up and glanced at him. Then she smiled and reached for Pete’s 
hand. “Sorry, sweetheart. You are right. We are spread too thin right now, aren’t 
we? But I just don’t know how we say no to our parents. And I cannot imagine 
not having Christmas with my mom and dad.”

“I know,” Pete replied. “But we have to give this some serious thought.”
~~~~~

God gave us the gift of our lives, and that shapes what we do and how we 
live. Love requires humility. We need to see the world through God’s eyes. We 
are called to witness to love in our own lives through the covenant of marriage, 
which is a metaphor for God’s covenant with humanity.  

All through the Bible, we see the imagery of God’s love for us. This begins in 
the Old Testament with Hosea and Ezekiel and the Song of Songs and continues 
in the New Testament through St. Paul’s description of the mutual self-giving 
of marriage. The Old and New Testaments are not sentimental about either the 
covenant of God and humanity or the covenant of marriage. In spite of Israel’s 
rejection of God, God never discarded Israel. He was not turned away by rejec-
tion. Instead, he continued to love Israel with compassion and patience. Thus in 
marriage, the husband and wife should continue to love one another despite each 
other’s quirks and difficulties and failings.

When Jesus died on the cross, he made God’s covenant available to all people. 
His sacrifice was a particularly evocative model of love and service that embel-
lished the model of Christian marriage. We can understand this model even bet-
ter by meditating on the pierced side of Christ on the cross.  

The love of the marriage covenant is not simply an emotion that makes us all 
warm and happy inside. Christ’s sacrifice reminds us that the most authentic 
love is one that gives away rather than receives. This is the core of Church teach-
ing on marriage and family.   

What should Pete and Laura do about Christmas? Should they continue with 
their plans to visit both families at the expense of his wish to stay home? Or 
should they spend a quiet Christmas on their own, despite Laura’s desire to see 
her family?

Residents’ Extra Rooms 
Needed for Millions 

Coming to Philadelphia
By Matthew Gambino
Catholic News Service

Thousands of people have already registered for next year’s World 
Meeting of Families in Philadelphia, according to the event’s organizers, 
so the approximately 11,000 hotel rooms in Philadelphia, Southeastern 

Pennsylvania, the Lehigh Valley, South Jersey and Dela-
ware are going fast.

Residents in those areas who live within 120 miles of cen-
ter city Philadelphia – including those who live in the Dio-
cese of Harrisburg – are being asked to open their homes 
and host some of the expected 10,000 to 15,000 visitors to 
the Sept. 22-25 congress from across the United States and 
150 countries.

The “Host a Family” program of the congress, in partner-
ship with the global travel company Homestay.com, aims 
to match available rooms and possibly vacation homes in 
the Poconos or Jersey shore with visitors taking part in the 
congress and the visit of Pope Francis to Philadelphia Sept. 
26-27 that is expected to draw up to 2 million people.

“The excitement for the World Meeting of Families and Pope Francis’ 
visit cannot be overstated,” said Donna Crilley Farrell, executive director 
for the 2015 World Meeting of Families. “The response to the opening 
of registration and confirmation of the papal visit has been tremendously 
positive and we will need every housing option available.”

She called Homestay.com a “trusted brand that will provide a terrific, 
cost-effective housing option through the ‘Host a Family’ initiative.”

Hosts can use Homestay.com’s secure system on the 2015 World Meet-
ing of Families website, www.worldmeeting2015.org, to register a guest 
bedroom, a furnished apartment or vacation home in the region.

Farrell said residents of the Philadelphia region “often pride ourselves 
on the ‘brotherly love and sisterly affection’ that defines our region,” and 
the home-stay program “is an excellent way to show exactly that by offer-
ing our visitors a unique and authentic living experience.”

Whether it’s empty-nest parents with rooms to spare, young profes-
sionals with extra space, or individuals or young families wishing to wel-
come visitors to the area, potential hosts can find program details and go 
through the step-by-step online registration process on the website.

The system matches the host families with people registered for the 
congress who are seeking accommodations. Both parties can communi-
cate needs and preferences by email but the addresses will remain hidden 
until the agreements are finalized.

Host families also can earn some money by opening their homes to the 
guests, although the website does not offer suggested rates.

Event organizers suggest “a modest fee” to ask a visitor to pay per room 
per night for their stay, “what you feel is a reasonable accommodation,” 
said World Meeting of Families spokeswoman Lizanne Pando.

For example, a condo or apartment overlooking the Benjamin Franklin 
Parkway in Philadelphia, along which the Festival of Families cultural 
celebration and the papal Mass will be held, could command a higher fee 
than a room in a town 100 miles from the city, Pando suggested.

One requirement of host families, according to the website, is that they 
provide a light breakfast to their guests each day of their stay. Dinner or 
other accommodations could be agreed upon by the guests and hosts, who 
also can lay down the rules for living in their home.

By matching hosts with like-minded guests, the program encourages 
community and family values, according to Homestay.com’s CEO Alan 
Clarke.

“We believe that ‘Host a Family’ can enhance and enrich the cultural 
experience for congress attendees while also providing a most genuine 
Philadelphia visit,” he told CatholicPhilly.com, the news website of the 
Philadelphia Archdiocese.

According to Homestay.com, it created its network to solve acute ac-
commodation shortages, mitigating price rises, and to help local commu-
nities benefit from large-scale local events such as the World Meeting of 
Families and papal visit.

All of which will make getting a place for visitors to lay their heads 
during the unprecedented scale of next year’s events more important as 
more people from around the world register for the event and hotels be-
come solidly booked.

(Gambino is director and general manager of CatholicPhilly.com, the 
news website of the Philadelphia Archdiocese.) 

In preparation for the World Meeting of Families to be hosted in  
Philadelphia on September 22-27, 2015, The Catholic Witness is pre-
senting reflections on ten monthly themes at the center of the confer-
ence. Those planning the World Meeting of Families have developed 
a preparatory catechesis that focuses on the themes, and the reflections 
presented in The Catholic Witness are written by Victoria Laskowski, 
Director of the Office of Family Ministries for the Diocese of Harris-
burg. Information and registration for the conference is available at  
www.worldmeeting2015.org. Information about the Festival of Families 
and a Papal Mass, as well as details on busses running from locations 
throughout the diocese will be published here as it becomes available.
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By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

Pope Francis said that the Catholic Church must 
consider various ways to integrate the divorced 
and civilly remarried in the life of the Church – 
not merely allowing them to receive Communion, 
but letting them serve as Eucharistic ministers and 
godparents – and to make it easier for Catholic 
families to accept their homosexual members.

The pope also said he would travel to three Latin 
American countries and several African countries 
in 2015, and that major reforms of the Vatican bu-
reaucracy, including the possible appointment of a 
married couple to head a new office, will not be 
ready before 2016.

Pope Francis made his remarks in an interview 
published Dec. 7 in the Argentine newspaper “La 
Nacion.” The interview, with journalist Elisabetta 
Pique, was conducted Dec. 4 in the pope’s suite at 
the Vatican guesthouse, where he lives.

The pope answered several questions about the 
October 2014 Synod of Bishops on the family, 
which considered a controversial proposal to allow 
some divorced and civilly remarried Catholics to 
receive Communion even without an annulment of 
their first, sacramental marriages. By Church law, 
such Catholics may not receive Communion unless 
they abstain from sexual relations, living as “broth-
er and sister” with their new partners.

Regarding such Catholics, “we posed the ques-
tion, what do we do with them? What door can be 

opened for them?” Pope Francis said. “Commu-
nion alone is no solution. The solution is integra-
tion.”

The pope noted several currently prohibited ac-
tivities, including teaching Sunday school and dis-
tributing Communion, that he said amounted to the 
de facto excommunication of divorced and civilly 
remarried Catholics.

“Let us open the doors a bit more. Why can’t 
they be godfathers and godmothers?” Pope Francis 
said, dismissing the objection that they would set a 
poor example for the baptized.

Divorced and civilly remarried godparents of-
fer their godchild the “testimony of a man and a 
woman saying, ‘My dear, I made a mistake, I was 
wrong here, but I believe the Lord loves me, I want 
to follow God, I was not defeated by sin, I want to 
move on.’ Is anything more Christian than that?”

Such godparents are more worthy of their role 
than “political crooks” who happen to be properly 
wedded, the pope said.

“We must go back and change things a bit, in 
terms of standards,” he said.

Referring to the synod’s controversial midterm 
report, which used remarkably favorable language 
toward people with ways of life contrary to Catho-
lic teaching, including those in same-sex unions, 
Pope Francis said, “nobody mentioned homosexual 
marriage at the synod, it did not cross our minds.”

“The synod addressed the family and homosex-
ual persons in relation to their families,” the pope 
said. “We have to find a way to help that father 

or that mother stand by their [homosexual] son or 
daughter. That’s what the synod addressed. That’s 
why someone mentioned positive factors [of same-
sex unions] in the first draft. But that was just a 
draft.”

Asked about his decision to dismiss U.S. Cardi-
nal Raymond L. Burke from his post as the head 
of the Vatican’s highest court, the pope confirmed 
widely circulated reports that he had decided on 
the move prior to the synod; hence the cardinal’s 
positions at the synod, where he was a leading con-
servative voice, were not the reason for his reas-
signment to a largely honorary job with a chivalric 
religious order.

The pope cited unspecified “legal restructuring” 
in the Vatican as reason for Cardinal Burke’s re-
assignment, noting also that the Order of Malta 
needed a “smart American who would know how 
to get around.”

Pope Francis said his ongoing reform of the Vati-
can bureaucracy is a “slow process” that will not 
be ready before 2016. He said it was possible that 
a new office, the product of a merger of the current 
pontifical councils for the Laity, the Family and 
Justice and Peace, could be headed by a woman or 
even a married couple.

The pope also announced that he would travel in 
2015 to “some African countries” and three Latin 
American countries, not including his native Ar-
gentina, which will have to wait until 2016.

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

No saint was ever known for hav-
ing a “funeral face,” Pope Francis 
said; the joy of knowing one is loved 
by God and saved by Christ must be 
seen at least in a sense of peace, if 
not a smile.

Celebrating the third Sunday of 
Advent, Gaudete Sunday, Dec. 14, 
Pope Francis paid an evening visit 
to Rome’s St. Joseph parish, meeting 
with the sick, with a group of Gyp-
sies, with a first Communion class 
and with dozens of couples whose 
newborn babies were baptized in the 
past year.

“Be joyful as you prepare for 
Christmas,” he told them at Mass, 
urging as a first step that people 
thank God each day for the blessings 
they have been given.

A Christian’s Christmas joy has 
nothing to do with “the consumerism 
that leads to everyone being anxious 
Dec. 24 because, ‘Oh, I don’t have 
this, I need that’ – no, that is not 
God’s joy.”

“Don’t forget, we pray for Christ-
mas joy. We give thanks to God for 
the many things he has given us and 
for faith, first of all.”

Earlier in the day, reciting the 
Angelus with visitors in St. Peter’s 
Square, Pope Francis blessed the 
statues of the Baby Jesus that will 
take center place in Nativity scenes in 
Rome schools, churches and homes. 
Addressing the children who brought 
their figurines to the square, the pope 
said, “When you pray in front of your 

CNS/PAUL HARING
Pope Francis greets a boy as he arrives to celebrate Mass at St. Joseph Parish 
in Rome Dec. 14. 

Pope Calls for More ‘Integration’  
of Divorced Catholics, Gays

Count Down to Christmas by  
Counting Your Blessings, Pope Says

creche at home, remember to pray for 
me, like I will remember you.”

At the end of the Angelus, volunteers 
distributed a little booklet, marked “gift 
of Pope Francis,” containing the texts 
of the Our Father and Hail Mary and 
other “traditional prayers,” as well as 
prayers drawn from the Psalms and the 
“five-finger prayer.” Using the fingers 
on one hand, the prayer guides people 
in praying for those closest to them, for 
those who teach, for those who govern, 
for those who are weak and – on the 
pinkie or smallest finger – for one’s 
own humility.

“The human heart desires joy,” the 
pope said in his Angelus address. “We 
all want joy; every family, all peoples 

aspire to joy. But what kind of joy are 
Christians called to witness? It is that 
joy that comes from closeness to God 
and from his presence in our lives.”

“A Christian is one who has a heart 
full of peace because he or she knows 
how to find joy in the Lord even when 
going through difficult moments in 
life,” he said. “Having faith does not 
mean not having difficulties, but hav-
ing the strength to face them knowing 
that we are not alone.”

When joy or at least peace shines 
through a person’s face, he said, others 
will wonder why, opening the possibil-
ity of sharing with them the Gospel.

With Christmas approaching, the 
pope said, “the Church invites us to 

give witness that Jesus is not just a 
historical figure; he is the word of 
God who continues to illuminate 
people’s paths today; his gestures 
– the sacraments – show the tender-
ness, consolation of love of the Fa-
ther for every human being.”

Dressed in rose vestments for the 
evening Mass at the parish on Rome’s 
western edge, Pope Francis explained 
that usually Advent vestments are a 
dark color, “but today they are rose 
because the joy of Christmas is blos-
soming.”

“The joy of Christmas is a special 
joy, a joy that is not only for Christ-
mas Day, but for the entire life of a 
Christian,” he said.

Speaking without a prepared text, 
the pope said someone could say, 
“‘Oh, father, we make a big meal (at 
Christmas) and everyone is happy.’ 
This is beautiful. A big meal is good, 
but it is not the Christian joy we’re 
talking about.”

Christian joy, he said, “comes from 
prayer and from giving thanks to 
God.” It grows as one reviews all the 
blessings God has given.

“But there are people who do not 
know how to thank God; they always 
look for things to complain about,” 
the pope said. Speaking confidential-
ly, he told parishioners that he used 
to know a nun who worked hard, 
“but her life was all about complain-
ing,” so much so that “in the convent 
they called her ‘Sister Whiner.’ But a 
Christian can’t live that way, always 
looking for something to complain 
about!” 
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By Jack Sheedy
Catholic News Service

A parishioner walks up to her pastor and 
says, “I want to give you my kidney.”

Pastor smiles and says, “OK.”
Don’t expect a punchline. It’s no joke.
    Father Michael G. Whyte arrived at St. 

Catherine of Siena Parish in West Simsbury, 
Conn., in 2007 and has been pastor there since 
2008. A type 1 diabetic, he began experienc-
ing extreme tiredness and nausea at about 
that time, signs of kidney failure as a result 
of diabetes. Doctors gave him three choices: 
go on dialysis and live five or six more years; 
do nothing and die within six months; or get a 
kidney transplant and – if it’s from a live donor 
– live 20 to 25 years.

Two years ago, he announced at Mass that 
he was on the waiting list for a kidney.

More than one parishioner offered to be 
tested to see if they would be qualified donors, 
but Margaret Domashinski, a parishioner who 
lives in West Suffield, Mass., already knew 
she would be the one.

“I knew I was a match,” she said during 
an interview at the parish rectory Nov. 19. 
“I know that’s kind of spooky, but it’s true. I 
knew.”

Asked what it was about Father Whyte that 
prompted her to make the offer, Domashin-
ski paused, as if puzzled by the question. “He 
needed a transplant. He needed a kidney,” she 
said.

Father Whyte, looking fit as he sat beside 
his donor 10 weeks after transplant surgery, 
said, “I think it is very difficult when someone 
tells you that they’re considering getting tested 
or they would like to give you a body part. It 
is very hard to say” – he struggled for words, 
then continued – “[a mere] thank-you doesn’t 
seem to be appropriate.”

When Domashinski made the offer about a 
year ago, after a daily Mass, Father Whyte was 
struck by her matter-of-fact attitude. She of-
fered him her kidney “like it was a doughnut,” 
he said.

Of course, knowing instinctively that you 
are a match isn’t quite good enough for the 
medical profession, and Domashinski under-
went many levels of testing to ensure that both 

CNS/COURTESY FULL OF GRACE
Bahia Haifi Gold stars as Mary in a scene from the 
movie “Full of Grace.” 

By Anna Maria Basquez
Catholic News Service

A film director is taking on Mary’s story with a new film 
in production in Hollywood.

“She was the first one to say ‘Yes’ to Christ, to take on this 
whole idea of being the Mother of all of us. It’s all about that 
encounter, that first time you met Christ. It’s different for ev-
erybody,” said Andrew Hyatt, writer and director.

“A lot of this film is a reflection on this moment, how that 
has carried out to help us all to remember that moment, why 
did we end up here as Catholics doing what we’re doing,” he 
told The Colorado Catholic Herald, newspaper of the Colorado 
Springs Diocese. “We made a choice to say ‘Yes’ to Christ, just 
like Mary did.”

The film, “Full of Grace,” wrapped production Nov. 7. It is 
a film Hyatt says gets back to the roots and simplicity of the 
Church, referring to Pope Francis’ words of getting back to the 
basics. It also gets back to the roots of Hollywood and film-
making.

“Ours is the first biblical-era film to shoot in Southern Cali-
fornia since ‘The Ten Commandments,’” Hyatt said.

Outside da Box, in association with Justin Bell Productions 
and ReKon Productions, started filming “Full of Grace” Oct. 
27. The film uses authentic casting, with many Middle Eastern 
actors in its principal character roles.

“It’s a really intimate reflection on Mary a good decade or so 
after Jesus’ death and resurrection,” said Eric Groth, executive 
producer for Outside da Box, a not-for-profit film company of 
12 years based outside of Chicago. The company has filmed at 
least 120 short movies for religious education across the coun-
try.

While Scripture did not detail many of the final years of 
Mary’s life, the film seeks to fill in the gaps by imagining what 
likely would have been her associations prior to her assumption 
into heaven. It is, filmmakers said, an exploration of the years 
after Christ’s resurrection and follows the life of his mother, 
Mary of Nazareth, in her final earthly hours.

In a statement, the film company described it this way: “The 
followers of Jesus, his disciples, have spent a decade traveling 
the world telling everyone about what happened to their lives 
after meeting Christ. Challenged by life and circumstances, 

Donor Says Helping Her Pastor an  
Easy Decision: ‘He Needed a Kidney’

she and Father Whyte would have good chanc-
es of recovery. Their blood types had to match, 
and they do. Despite having family members 
with diabetes, the risk at her age – mid-50s – is 
minimal that she would develop it. Her overall 
health is good.

Other, more subjective factors came into 
play also, Father Whyte said. He said doctors 
asked Domashinski, “How are you going to 
feel if your other kidney has an issue or if your 
child needs one?”

He said doctors asked him, “How are you 
going to feel having a part of another person 
inside of you?”

On a scale of 1,000 to 5,000, with the low-
est number being the best match, Domashin-
ski scored 1,000 -- the same as a twin would 
score, he said.

Her husband, Michael, and the couple’s 
three daughters – ages 17, 13 and 10 – were 
100 percent supportive, she said. “Go, Mom!” 
one daughter said. “Go for it, kiddo!” her hus-
band said.

When it seemed all was set, Domashinski 
announced in the spring of 2014 that she was 

going to Africa to do mission work at Kampala 
Children’s Center in Kampala, Uganda. Father 
Whyte said, “I got a little concerned. I said, 
‘Hey, you’re going with my future kidney.’”

But Domashinski took every precaution and 
returned safely and in good health.

Father Whyte said, “The day before the 
surgery, I had a couple of people come in and 
say they hoped everything goes well, and they 
would get a little emotional. And I said to my-
self. ‘What, do they think I’m going to die?’”

He said, “The day of our surgeries – as we 
are obviously operated on at the same time – 
the parish held a prayer vigil and ... they said it 
was a nonstop streaming of people coming in 
lighting candles and saying prayers.”

Surgery was Sept. 9 at Yale New Haven 
Hospital. Before undergoing three-port laparo-
scopic surgery to remove one of her kidneys, 
Domashinski told her doctor, “If I die during 
this procedure, make sure you give him my 
pancreas” as well.

But she and Father Whyte came through 
their surgeries fine. Domashinski said that Fa-
ther Whyte’s surgeon, Dr. Peter Yoo, came to 

see her in recovery and said, “Oh, your kidney 
started working before we even finished sew-
ing it up! Oh, your kidney!”

She thought, “Obviously, he’s some kind of 
kidney groupie.”

Meanwhile, just hours after his surgery, Fa-
ther Whyte was walking around his hospital 
room, not even in the slightest pain. Domash-
inski actually had more pain than he had.

They were both released three days later. At 
Mass a week later, Father Whyte praised the 
medical team.

Domashinski said, “And I was sitting in 
front saying, ‘Yeah, that’s mine! You’ll get 
30 years out of it!’” In telling the story, she 
punched the air with her fist.

Turning to his donor, Father Whyte said, 
“I don’t know how you feel, but sometimes 
I’m driving in the car and it hits me. This was 
major surgery. But at the same token, I was 
amazed – and I give this credit to God and 
my doctors – that within six weeks of having 
this transplant I was back to work and I’m full 
time.”

Domashinski said the ease of her decision 
comes from her upbringing. Her parents told 
her, “You’re not here just to be a piece of fur-
niture.”

Father Whyte said, “As we like to say here 
at St. Catherine’s, we’re going to take away 
her envelope. She doesn’t have to give any-
more.”

Domashinski said, “I’d like to see more peo-
ple thinking about all of our priests who are in 
hospital because not all priests have somebody 
there to visit them. ... We need to take care of 
these guys. They’ve given everything up.”

Father Whyte said, “You know, I have to 
be honest, I’m not the bravest person in the 
world, but I never felt afraid. ... I had an entire 
parish praying for me. What else could happen 
but good?”

He added, “People are already waiting for 
another Lazarus to be raised from the dead or 
another 5,000 to be fed. Just open your eyes. 
God gives us miracles. We just call it medi-
cine. But there are a lot of miracles out there.”

He looked at his donor and said, “So this is 
really a miracle. It’s a gift of life.”

(Sheedy is news editor of The Catholic 
Transcript, newspaper of the Archdiocese of 
Hartford.) 

Film Offers ‘Renewed Understanding’  
of Mary’s Importance to Church

CNS/JACK SHEEDY, THE CATHOLIC TRANSCRIPT
Father Michael G. Whyte, pastor of St. Catherine of Siena Parish in West Sims-
bury, Conn., sits beside parishioner Margaret Domashinski in the parish rectory 
10 weeks after Sept. 9 surgery. Domashinski donated a kidney to her pastor to 
save his life. 

they have returned to say their final goodbyes to a woman who 
would be revered as the mother of God. Mary challenges and 
encourages these men to see reality in a dramatic new way.”

“In the film we wanted to tell a beautiful story where we can 
continue to reflect on her role in the Church, and on her as the 
Blessed Mother,” Groth said. After Jesus had died and rose, he 
said, “the apostles wanted to stay connected to her. We really 
wanted to continue on that story and imagine what it would 
have been like for Mary to be reminding the apostles of their 
first call.”

“She’s one of the most well-known, remarkable women in 
history,” Hyatt said. “No one’s ever talked about her last days 
on earth. It’s kind of this beautiful, reflective way of look-
ing back on her life, on her imparting wisdom to a few of the 
apostles who show up to say their goodbyes. It’s going to be 

something very new. We hope that people receive it well.”
Hyatt, who went to Regis Jesuit High School in the Den-

ver suburb of Aurora, has been in the film industry for nearly 
14 years. He attended film school in Los Angeles and worked 
in film development for nine years with Mpower Pictures, 
founded by Steve McEveety of “The Passion of the Christ” and 
“Braveheart” fame.

Hyatt was reminded by his wife that he went to the West 
Coast to write and he should give that a shot again, he said.

“I’m Catholic and very much committed to my faith, but my 
stuff tends to be psychological thrillers. Some films are dark, 
but there’s a certain truth to them that comes to be,” he said. 
Hyatt was approached by Outside da Box for this film.

“Then we said, ‘Let’s make something beautiful, and artis-
tic and done in a very different way.’ It just happens to be a 
Bible story,” Hyatt said. “We were very clear with financiers. 
We said, ‘If we’re going to do this, we’re going to tell a story 
that’s never been told, we’re going to do something unique. It is 
going to feel like an art house film.’ The financier and producer 
signed off.”

Where many biblical-era films shoot in other countries, the 
producers opted to use local crews and talent to depict the first-
century world. It’s a way to recapture the spirit of old Holly-
wood, Hyatt said.

The film was shot in locations such as Los Angeles’ Bronson 
Caves, of “Batman” fame, and California’s Malibu Creek State 
Park, the backdrop of “M*A*S*H” and other film productions.

“I hope our audiences see it’s an artistic film and has a re-
newed love for the Lord and a renewed understanding of how 
important Mary’s role is in the Church, how important she can 
be on a personal level,” Hyatt said. “Also an understanding of 
the human experience of the apostles and how they pursued 
that.

“We want to explore from a human level, and as we tell sto-
ries about this and about these other saints that these people 
weren’t born with a halo on themselves. These people were 
called and had to live that out ... in the culture they lived in.”

(Basquez writes for The Colorado Catholic Herald, newspa-
per of the Diocese of Colorado Springs.) 
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Resurrection School Celebrates Day of Sharing
Students from Resurrection Cath-

olic School in Lancaster took a les-
son from St. Nicholas, a bringer of 
presents, and made their own gifts 
for others Dec. 5 on the school’s an-
nual Day of Sharing.

Resurrection Catholic School 
buzzed with the sounds of children’s 
voices as they painted ornaments, 
glued paper chains, cut out snow-
flakes and created cards for veterans. 
By the end of the day, piles of gifts 
were ready for delivery to others in 
the Lancaster community.

Students in eighth grade started the excitement when they filled bags with treats to 
place into the shoes of younger students, a tradition that hails to St. Nicholas, who 
was known for putting coins in children’s shoes. 

Beginning the day by receiving presents motivated students to put all their effort 
into craft and card making. Second, third and sixth grades made snowflake ornaments 
destined for Meals on Wheels recipients. Second and third grades made cards for 
veterans and military members. Fourth and fifth grades made Christmas tree orna-
ments for Evergreen Estates residents. Seventh and eighth grades created dove orna-
ments for community members who attend the Christmas meal at Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Lancaster.

At the end of the day, the school was on the receiving end again when Robert 
Ziemba with the Knights of Columbus Council 867, New Danville Pike, donated 
three boxes of new coats for Resurrection families.

Third-grade students are shown in the submitted photo with handmade ornaments 
for Meals on Wheel recipients.

Cursillo Movement Plans Day of Reflection
A day of reflection and fellowship for members of the Harrisburg Cursillo move-

ment and their spouses and friends will be held on Saturday Jan. 17 from 9 a.m.-2 
p.m. at St Jude’s Catholic Church in Mifflintown. The day will include Mass, read-
ings, reflections on and sharing of Scripture with a theme of “Feed My Sheep.” It will 
also include praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet, group reunion and adoration. Father 
William Weary will be our spiritual director. We ask that you plan to bring your own 
lunch and a snack to share with others. Coffee and water will be provided. If you 
plan to attend, please email your name, email address and phone number to Yolanda 
Bermundo at ynbermundo@gmail.com or call her at 717-526-4202 so that we can 
contact you if the weather does not cooperate. Walk-ins on the day of the gathering 
will also be welcomed. St Jude’s is located off of Route 22/322 at 3918 William Penn 
Highway, Mifflintown. Please contact Steve Troelsch at stroelsch@comcast.net or 
717-898-6178 if you have any questions about the day.     

Two Mount Joy Churches  
Team Up Monthly to Feed the Needy

Mary Mother of the Church Parish in Mount Joy, through its Outreach and Social 
Concerns mission directed by Howard Sher and the Knights of Columbus 14786, di-
rected by Treasurer George Ross, coordinate the free Community Dinners with Janet 
Lehman, parishioner of St. Mark’s United Methodist Church, that take place every 
third Sunday of each month. These free dinners serve an average of 120 people.

Some 25 parishioners from Mary Mother of the Church Parish, where Father Pang 
Tcheou serves as pastor, volunteered their time with St. Mark’s United Methodist 
Church, also of Mount Joy, to provide 317 dinners to the needy on Thanksgiving Day. 
The volunteer work included setup the day before, and serving and tearing down on 
Thanksgiving. George Ross, parishioner of Mary Mother of the Church who coordi-
nates all volunteer activities between churches, said, “We brought help and desserts 
that were badly needed.  With both our churches working together to serve 317 din-
ners, 45 were takeout and 60 were home delivery.” 

The overall mission between these two parishes was originated by Father Luis 
Rodriguez, former pastor of Mary Mother of the Church Parish and now pastor of 
Corpus Christi Parish in Chambersburg.

The names of the following deceased per-
sons have been submitted by their parishes:

BERWICK – St. Joseph: Mary Cerullo, 
Regina DiGiandomenico.

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: Kathleen 
E. Dreisbach, Rosemary D. McCarthy.

BONNEAUVILLE – St. Joseph the 
Worker: Marie A. Winand.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: Joan 
Armstrong, Eileen B. Coyne, Calvin L. Kirby, 
III.

CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus Christi: 
Trieste Memmi Reed Brandt, Victoria Grace 
Peters Lucas, Theresa Bokeko Tutsic.

ENOLA – Our Lady of Lourdes: Mary 
Jane Powers.

HANOVER – St. Joseph: Conrad Brown, 
Florence Foglesong, Glenn Hoke, Edward 
McClintock, Minnie Quackenbush, Frederick 
Schimp; St. Vincent de Paul: Edward Mc-
Clintock.

HARRISBURG – St. Catherine Labouré: 
David Collman; St. Margaret Mary: Sandra 
Jean Fortino.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: Teresa 
Monastra-Catania, Michael Martini, Sylvia 
Pennesi, Robert Ring.

KULPMONT – Holy Angels: Rose E. 
Bango, Theresa Feddock, Irene Laurnaitis.

LANCASTER – Assumption BVM: 
Nancy Stanley.

LITTLESTOWN – St. Aloysius: Rita C. 
Adams.

MARYSVILLE – Our Lady of Good 
Counsel: Marie Shalonis.

MCSHERRYSTOWN – Annunciation 
BVM: H. Barbara Kuhn.

MECHANICSBURG – St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton: Wilma Eileen Payo, Walter Rypinski; 
St. Joseph: Mary Farina, John G. Ivanoff, 
Herbert Porst, Ralph Showalter; St. Katharine 
Drexel: Mark Anthony Bonema, Anthony 
“Tony” Niglio.

MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows BVM: 
Catherine Drayer, William McCurdy.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine Redeemer: 
Anthony John Bagushinski, Henry Yanik.

NEW CUMBERLAND – St. Theresa: 
Kathleen Klein, William Lee.

NEW OXFORD – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Mary Bollinger Worley.

Please pray for the following clergy who 
died in December and January during the 
past 25 years:
December
Father Stephen Rolko, 1993
Msgr. Joseph Bradley, 1996
Father John Aurentz, 1996
Father Vitale Leonard Casey, 1997
Father Joseph Blascovich, 1999
Father Robert Kobularik, 1999
Deacon Michael Lydon Sr., 1999
Deacon Charles Rebuck, 2005
Father Thomas Hemler, 2006
Father Thomas M. McLernon, 2009
Father Paul Aumen, C.PP.S., 2010
Msgr. Leo Bierster, 2011
Msgr. Robert C. Gribbin, 2013
Deacon Sabino “Sam” Moschella, 2013
January
Msgr. William Lyons, 1993
Father Michael Homola, 2003
Deacon Ralph Runkle, 2005 
Father Wallace E. Sawdy, 2006
Msgr. Francis Kumontis, 2009
Father Thomas F. Langan, 2012

PALMYRA – Holy Spirit: Carolanne 
Cordaro.

ROARING CREEK – Our Lady of 
Mercy: Mary Smith, Arlene Truskey.

SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini: Martin 
Glover, Mary Hoffman, Ann Shaw, Paul 
Zielinski.

SHIPPENSBURG – Our Lady of the 
Visitation: Theresa Allen, Mary Lewis,  
Patricia Smith.

STEELTON – Prince of Peace: Katarina 
Babich, John Marcinko.

SUNBURY – St. Monica: George S. Sims.
WILLIAMSTOWN – Sacred Heart of 

Jesus: Joseph Flynn.
YORK – Immaculate Conception BVM: 

Joseph Waltemyer; St. Patrick: Josephine 
Bricker, Catherine (Tina) Tutino. 

Bishop Ronald Gainer is a special guest on this week’s edition of Catholic Perspective. 
In this program-length interview, he talks about his hopes for his first Christmas as Bishop 
of Harrisburg and how to best use the last few days of Advent to prepare for the Nativity 
of our Lord. 

Pope Francis coming to Philadelphia next year is one of many topics the bishop touches 
on in the program. What this papal visit will mean for our area, and how local people can 
attend are discussed by our bishop.

It has been about eight months since he became Bishop of Harrisburg. Having visited 
more than 50 parishes in that time, Bishop Gainer shares a bit of what he has learned and 
observed about the people and parishes that make up the diocese

Listeners will be treated to stories of how Bishop Gainer celebrated Christmas as a young 
man in Pottsville, Pa. He also shares information about where and when he will be celebrat-
ing Mass this Christmas, along with the prisons he plans to visit.

Our special Christmas program concludes with Bishop Gainer’s special Christmas mes-
sage for all in the Diocese of Harrisburg.

Catholic Perspective is produced in cooperation with the Office of Communications of 
the Diocese and AM 720 WHYF. This special Christmas edition can be heard Saturday, 
December 20 at 7:30 a.m. on WHP AM 580, Harrisburg. It will also be broadcast Monday 
December 22 at noon and Sunday, December 21 at 3 p.m. on  AM 720 WHYF and on Sun-
day mornings on WHVR-AM 1280, Hanover, at 8 a.m.; WKOK-AM 1070, Sunbury, at 6:30 
a.m.; WIEZ-AM 670, Lewistown, at 8 a.m.; WWSM-AM 1510, Lebanon, at 7 a.m.; and 
WWEC-FM 88.3, Elizabethtown, at 9:30 a.m. It is also available on line at www.OldiesRa-
dio1620.com at 6:30 a.m. and at www.WISL1480.com on Sunday at 11 a.m. It can also be 
heard on line at www.hbgdiocese.org

AM 720 WHYF – Catholic Radio for Central Pennsylvania will broadcast on Christmas 
a wide variety of Catholic Christmas programming from all over the world including musi-
cal, liturgical and more. Tune in your radio to AM 720 for the Spirit of the Season. 
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Spiritual Offerings

Recitation of the Rosary for America is prayed every third 
Saturday of the month on the square in Littlestown at noon. 
The next gathering will be held Dec. 20.

Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated Dec. 21 
at 2 p.m. and on Jan. 18 at 2 p.m. at St. Catherine Labouré 
Church in Harrisburg. Confessions will be heard in English 
and Polish after the Masses.

A Pro-Life Mass is offered every first Saturday of the month 
at 8 a.m., at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church in 
Harrisburg. The next Mass is Jan. 3. Following the Mass, the 
Rosary and Chaplet of Divine Mercy will be prayed in front of 
Hillcrest Abortion Clinic. Call 717-432-5415 for information. 

Mass with prayers for healing will be celebrated at St. 
Theresa Church in New Cumberland Jan. 6 at 7 p.m. by 
Father Michael Reid. The Mass is sponsored by the Pilgrims 
of Praise and Life in the Spirit prayer groups. For information, 
call Mary Ann at 717-564-7709 or Loretta at 717-737-7551.

Recitation of the Rosary for America and the world takes 
place every second Saturday of the month on the square in 
New Oxford at noon. The next gathering will be Jan. 10.

Education, Enrichment & Support
Are you interested in becoming a Women of Grace 

Facilitator? The Women of Grace Study Program is designed 
to teach women about God’s mission and purpose in life for 
them. In a group study format with video lectures by Johnette 
Benkovic, host of Women of Grace, women explore the gift of 
prayer, Sacred Scriptures, Church documents and teachings, 
the Catechism, the lives of women saints and the example of 
the Blessed Mother. No special training or academic degrees 
are necessary. Contact Chris Arnold, Regional Coordinator, at 
carnold@womenofgrace.com or 717-671-9256.

Jody Cole will conduct two icon writing workshops in 
early 2015: Tuesdays beginning Jan. 13 at St. Joseph Parish 
Life and Education Center in Mechanicsburg, and Thursdays 
beginning Jan. 15 at St. Patrick School in Carlisle. Each class 
will meet from 6-9 p.m. for eight weeks (two additional weeks 
are scheduled in case of inclement weather). Advanced 
students will paint Daniel in the Lion’s Den or Noah (holding 
an ark). Beginners will be painting a Face of Christ. More 
information is available by calling Jody at 717-919-8791 or 
e-mailing jcoleicons@aol.com.

 Retreats & Pilgrimages
Join Father Kenneth Smith on a pilgrimage to Ireland 

May 11-21, 2015. Tour includes: Daily Mass, professional 
local guide, 9 nights accommodation in 4 star and superior 
3 star hotels (3 nights in Dublin, 1 night in Cork, 2 nights 
in Killarney, 1 night in Galway, 1 night in Knock, 1 night 
in Armagh), full Irish breakfast daily, dinner nightly, land 
transportation by private deluxe motorcoach, roundtrip 
domestic motorcoach transportation from Harrisburg to New 
York JFK Airport, roundtrip airfare from New York JFK to 
Dublin on nonstop flights on Delta Airlines, and more, for 
$3,499 per person/double occupancy. For complete details 
on this pilgrimage, contact: George’s International Tours at 
(800) 566-7499, sales@georgesintl.com, or Karen Hurley, 
k.m.hurley1@gmail.com.

Travel with Father Timothy Marcoe, pastor of Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Parish in Abbottstown, on a pilgrimage to 
Fatima and Lourdes with Proximo Travel from May 21-June 
2, 2015. Visit Paris, Lourdes, Lisieux, Fatima, the Shrine of 
Montserrant and Barcelona. Cost is $4,499, airfare and all-
included. Find more information at www.proximotravel.com or 
contact Father Marcoe at 717-259-0611.

Join Sister Mary Anne Bednar, Principal of Bishop 
McDevitt High School, for a pilgrimage to Italy June 10-19, 
2015. Tour includes roundtrip airfare from New York JFK, 8 
night accommodations in first class hotels (1 night in Venice-
Mestre, 2 nights in Florence, 1 night in Assisi, 4 nights in 
Rome), visits to Padua and Siena, comprehensive sight-
seeing with professional local guides, breakfast and dinner 
daily, land transportation by deluxe motorcoach, roundtrip 
motorcoach transportation from Harrisburg to New York JFK, 
and more, for $3,998 per person/double occupancy. Contact 
Cheri Comasco to learn more, 717-236-7973 ext 2133 or 
ccomasco@bishopmcdevitt.org.

Events & Fund-Raisers
Lancaster Catholic High School Fine and Performing 

Arts Series continues with “The History of the Christmas 
Carol” on Dec. 19 at 7:30 p.m. in the school’s Old Main Audi-
torium. The free admission event will feature a lecture of the 
history behind famous Christmas carols by Dan Martin ‘81, 
accompanied by LCHS musicians and ensembles members. 
Donations will be accepted to benefit the school’s Fine and 
Performing Arts Department. For information, contact Tony 
Brill at 717-509-0310 or tbrill@lchsyes.org.

Celtic Celebrations is a collaborative venture formed in 
2013 by some of the midstate’s favorite Irish artists in order 
to raise money for Hurricane Sandy relief. After raising over 
$6,500 for that cause, The Celtic Martins, Seasons, and The 
Rebel Heart Irish Dancers return this year with a concert 
benefitting Pennsylvania Wounded Warriors. Join these 
great acts in an explosion of Celtic and Christmas melodies 
along with elegant and rhythmic dance. Fifty percent of 
all proceeds go to Pennsylvania Wounded Warriors. The 
concert will be held Dec. 21 at 3 p.m. at the Scottish Rite 
Cathedral Auditorium in Harrisburg. Ticket prices are $15 
for adults, $12 for students, seniors, and military, and $5 for 
kids. For more information and a link to tickets, visit http://
celticcelebrations.wordpress.com. Tickets are also available 
by calling 717-232-9896 (group rates available) or on the 
Facebook page for the event: https://www.facebook.com/
CelticCelebration.

Lancaster Catholic High School will host a performance 
of “Beethoven Sonata Cycle #4” on Jan. 23 at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Old Main Auditorium. The presentation will feature Dr. 
Michael Jamanis on violin and Frances Veri on piano.

Parish & Organization News
Long-term Part-time English Teacher: An opening is 

available beginning in March 2015 for a long-term part-time 
high school English teacher. Submit cover letter, résumé, 
and diocesan application to Katie Seufert, Principal, York 
Catholic High School, 601 E Springettsbury Ave, York 
PA  17403, or kseufert@yorkcatholic.org. 

Thrift Shop Assistant Position Available. Shining Light 
Thrift Shop, a clothing ministry of the Cathedral Parish of St. 
Patrick in Harrisburg, has an opening for Monday to Thurs-
day, from 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. at $10 an hour. Send résumé to 
shininglightthriftshop@gmail.com. Call Connie at 717-234-
2436 with questions.  

Submission Deadlines
The  deadline  for  announcements 

for  the  January  23  edition  of  The  
Catholic Witness is January 14 at 4:30 
p.m. Submissions should be e-mailed 
to  witness@hbgdiocese.org. A  list  of 
upcoming  issue  dates  and  deadlines 
can be found on The Witness’ page at  
www.hbgdiocese.org, or requested via 
e-mail.

By E.J. Ward
The Catholic Witness

Christmas Eve of 2012 was a beauti-
ful time in this area of Pennsylvania. It 
had  snowed  early  in  the morning,  and 
by late afternoon, the clear beauty of the 
freshly fallen snow covered the ground. 
I  returned  to  my  home  just  before  10 
p.m.,  after  having dinner  and  enjoying 
the  holiday with my  son  and  his  fam-
ily. When I arrived home, I had planned 
to  relax  from  the  day’s  activities  by 
listening  to  some Christmas music  be-
fore  I  retired  for  the  evening.  I  took  a 
seat  on  the  living  room  sofa,  next  to 
a manger  scene which  I  display  every 
Christmas. This particular Nativity col-
lection is very unique. It is the Fontanini 
collection, which consists of delicately 
designed  figurines  that  are  handmade 
in  Italy.  The  detail  and  workmanship 
in these pieces show us the simple and 
humble birth of our Lord Jesus Christ in 
a stable in Bethlehem. During the holi-
days,  I  keep  this  on  display  as  a main 
focal point, to be a representation of the 
true meaning of Christmas. 
Just as I sat down, I immediately no-

ticed  the  bright  light  that  was  shining 
through the windows on the sides of my 
front  door.  Earlier  that morning,  I  had 
installed a ground flood light to illumi-
nate  the natural pine Christmas wreath 
which I had hung on the door a few days 
prior. I then decided to take a walk out-
side to see how the wreath looked lit up 
at night. However, just as I opened the 
door, I was startled by the sudden flap-
ping of wings from a small bird who had 
settled  in  the center of  the wreath. Be-

cause  the bird was suddenly disturbed, 
it  immediately  flew  out  of  the wreath. 
But rather  than flying outward into  the 
sky, the bird flew directly over my head, 
through  the  door  and  straight  into  my 
home.
As I turned around, I saw that the bird 

made contact with  the wall next  to my 
closet. The bird then quickly rebounded 
and  flew  towards  the  kitchen. At  that 
point, I decided to leave the front door 
open  in  hopes  that,  instinctively,  the 
bird  would  find  its  way  out.  I  walked 
into  the  living  room  to  remove myself 
from the bird’s sight, and I sat at the far 
end of the room which is on the oppo-
site side of the house from the kitchen. 
Although  the  door was  open  on  a De-
cember night, the weather was peaceful 
and calm – just as one would hope for 
Christmas Eve. At that point, “my visi-
tor” did something very interesting.
The bird now began to fly out of the 

kitchen  area,  completely  avoided  the 
open door and proceeded to fly into the 
living room to join me. He came to rest 
on a curtain rod that was about 10 feet 
off the ground and right above a circular 
table where  the Nativity  scene was  set 
up. Therefore, my visitor chose a perfect 
location for a bird’s eye view of what sat 
below. My  visitor  was  perched  on  the 
curtain rod for about three minutes and 
made no attempt to move away. I decid-
ed to approach more closely for a keen-
er observation. I moved forward until I 
was about four feet away, at which point 
I was able to observe this very attractive 
and  happy  creature  of  God’s  creation. 
Despite the fact that I had moved much 
closer,  my  visitor  showed  no  anxiety 

and very little concern for my presence.
After a short period of time, my visi-

tor  decided  to  fly  off,  and  once  again 
headed towards the kitchen area, ignor-
ing  the  open  door.  He  only  remained 
there briefly,  and again  returned  to  the 
living room, landing on the same curtain 
rod location. As before, the bird focused 
his  eyes downward as  if  to be  looking 
directly at the Fontanini Nativity collec-
tion. After  remaining  there  for  another 
brief  period  of  time,  my  visitor  took 
flight  once  again.  However,  this  time, 
as he approached the open door, he took 
a sharp right turn and went straight out 
the door and flew off into the night sky.
As I reviewed these sudden surprising 

events  that  had  taken  place,  I  realized 
that I was unable to identify the species 
of  this  particular  bird. My  visitor  was 
not one of the well-known birds of this 
area which I had become familiar with 
throughout my lifetime. However, after 
making several visits to my local library, 
I was  able  to  locate  an  excellent  book 
by Roger Tory Peterson, titled, “A Field 
Guide to the Birds of Eastern & Central 
North America.” The bird’s coloring of 
all black with a deep chestnut coat of his 
rump and underparts made him easy to 
identify as a bird that is known as an Or-
chard Oriole. 
Over  the  coming  months,  I  often 

thought  back  to  the  events  that  took 
place that evening. How a wild bird en-
tered my home so willingly and, while 
there, showed very little fear or anxiety. 
There was a certain peacefulness in the 
way  this  small  creature  came  to  perch 
himself  above  my  window.  Through 
this  experience,  I  truly  believe  in  my 

heart  that my visit descended from the 
heavens to honor the birth of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, on Christmas Eve. I often 
so closely relate it to the passage in the 
Bible  which  describes  the  moment  of 
Jesus’ birth:
“Now there were shepherds in that re-

gion living in the fields and keeping the 
night watch over their flock. The angel 
of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were struck with great fear. The angel 
said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for be-
hold, I proclaim to you good news of 
great joy, that will be for all the people. 
For today in the city of David a savior 
has been born for you who is Messiah 
and Lord. And this will be a sign for you: 
you will find an infant wrapped in swad-
dling clothes and lying in a manger.’ 
And suddenly there was a multitude of 
the heavenly host with the angel, prais-
ing God and saying, ‘Glory to God in 
the highest and on earth peace to those 
on whom his favor rests’” (Luke 2:8-14)
With  a  very  determined  effort,  my 

Christmas  Eve  visitor  appeared  in  my 
home on a very important mission. For 
some, this may be hard to believe. But 
when you have  faith, you find  that not 
only  is  this  believable,  but  also  a  last-
ing reminder of how the Lord can come 
into  our  hearts  and  our minds  through 
the simplest things in life.
From  this  day  forward,  I  will  never 

forget the lasting impression I was priv-
ileged  to  receive  from  “My Christmas 
Eve Visitor.”
(E.J. Ward is a member of St. James 

Parish in Lititz.)

My Christmas Eve Visitor



16 - The
 Catholic Witness • December 19, 2014

Sports Commentary
in Nick Marsilio, the Crusaders had the 
game in their hands. That’s a place most 
teams would prefer. But on first down, Mar-
silio’s delivery on a curl route fluttered high 
and sailed right into a Warrior defender for 
an interception that ended McDevitt’s great 
season. 

For a program that sets its main goal to 
win a state championship, and with five 
years running of losing in the finals three 
times and the semis twice, the burden 
weighs heavily on the coaches, players and 
fans. It’s a visible pall that drapes itself over 
this wonderfully successful program. 

Nobody should expect high school ath-
letes to play perfect football. Mistakes are 
part of big games, and the team that makes 
less usually wins. Truth be told, it was not 
that Central Valley – a solid and talented 
football team, but not more so than the Cru-
saders – made one more big play. It was that 
they made far, far less errors. 

McDevitt’s three interceptions compared 
to the Warriors’ one did not lose the game. 
Twelve penalties for 105 yards for McDe-
vitt versus the Warriors’ five penalties for 
45 yards will make winning all the more 
difficult. Repeatedly blown defensive sec-
ondary coverages against a Warrior quar-
terback without a strong arm will eventu-
ally doom you. McDevitt having the ball 
at midfield with 2:53 left, first and ten with 

Bishop McDevitt State Title Bid 
Slips Away in Altoona Rain

a one-point lead (given to you by a missed 
extra point) with a running back of An-
dre Robinson’s caliber (5,700-plus career 
rushing yards) would be another spot any 
football team would prefer. But a false start 
makes it second and 15, and a failed 3 and 7 
fullback off-tackle run instead of a throw to 
your multiple weapon receiving corps leads 
to a poor punt, a Warrior punt return back to 
midfield and the stinging loss ensues, rather 

than a deserving win. 
It’s not about being perfect. Never is. It’s 

not about making one more big play, with 
all due respect. Nor was it about not having 
the correct uniforms, which was a sideshow 
that media horns like to blow about in the 
December gloom. It’s about the Crusaders 
making far, far less mistakes than their wor-
thy, poised foe that will make their season 
finish more perfect.

Crusaders’ quarterback 
Nick Marsilio is consoled 
after McDevitt’s loss to 
Central Valley.

McDevitt’s Kyree Calli 
hauls in a big play in the 
first quarter.

Wearing Altoona 
High jerseys  
due to a  
miscommunication 
between the schools 
and the PIAA,  
McDevitt’s Chad 
Cortez almost 
makes a catch that 
would have put 
McDevitt ahead by 
two scores in the 
first quarter.

Central Valley’s Jordan Whitehead is brought down by senior Jake Phillips.

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness    

 For 14 weeks, the Bishop McDevitt Cru-
saders had a perfect record as they headed 
through Pennsylvania’s mountain passes 
to Altoona’s fabled Mansion Park to face 
unbeaten Central Valley in the PIAA state 
semifinal game in a gentle, but soaking De-
cember 5th rain.  

“At McDevitt, we don’t make excuses, 
they just made one more big play than 
we did,” a sullen and wet head coach Jeff 
Weachter said after the game that saw the 
Pittsburgh-area Warriors edge McDevitt 
26-21 in a memorably exciting game sure 
to keep Crusaders’ hearts broken for the 
foreseeable future. 

That one more big play came with less 
than two minutes in the game, when the 
Warriors were trailing 21-20 with the ball 
at midfield. Warrior quarterback hit a post 
down the seam behind Crusader defenders 
without a safety deep for a 40-yard gain that 
put them in business inside the Crusaders’ 
ten. Two plays later, lightning quick run-
ning back Jordan Whitehead (who is Pitt 
bound) punched it in for the go-ahead score. 

The Crusaders, though stunned, had 1:53 
and three timeouts remaining to drive 70 
yards. With an offense laden with big play 
weapons and a seasoned senior quarterback 
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