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Darkness cannot 
drive out darkness: 
only light can do  
that. Hate cannot 

drive out hate: only 
love can do that.

   ~ Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Destiny Gule of the Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick in Harrisburg carries a candle as she prepares to join the Entrance Procession for the Diocesan Mass in Celebration 
of African American Faith and Culture. Bishop Ronald Gainer celebrated the Mass at St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg Jan. 18 in commemoration of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day the following day. See page 20 for coverage.

By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

Commenting on recent killings by Islamist terrorists at 
a Paris newspaper, Pope Francis condemned killing in the 
name of God, but said freedom of expression should be 
limited by respect for religion and that mockery of faith 
can be expected to provoke violence.

The pope made his remarks Jan. 15 to reporters ac-
companying him on a flight from Sri Lanka to the Philip-
pines. During the 50-minute news conference, the pope 
also said his encyclical on the environment likely will 
be published early this summer, and that he will canon-
ize Blessed Junipero Serra, an 18th-century Franciscan 
missionary to North America, in the U.S. this September.

Asked by a French reporter to compare freedom of re-
ligion and freedom of expression as human rights, Pope 
Francis linked his answer to the Jan. 7 attacks at the of-
fices of Charlie Hebdo, apparently in retaliation for the 
newspaper’s publication of cartoons mocking Islam’s 
Prophet Muhammad.

Pope Says Respect for  
Religion Should Limit  
Freedom of Expression

More EXPRESSION, page 13

CNS/PAUL HARING
Pope Francis comforts Glyzelle Palomar, 12, after the former street 
child spoke during a meeting with young people at the University of 
Santo Tomas in Manila, Philippines, Jan. 18. Also pictured is Jun 
Chura, 14, who also spoke. 

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

The realities of life described 
by young people, especially the 
tearful question of a 12-year-old 
girl about why God allows suf-
fering, led Pope Francis to set 
aside the first text he had pre-
pared for a meeting Jan. 18 with 
the young people of the Philip-
pines.

“Certain realities in life can 
only be seen through eyes 
cleansed by tears,” the pope 
said Jan. 19 after listening to 
Glyzelle Palomar, who used to 
live on the streets but now has 
a home thanks to the foundation 
for street children Pope Francis 
visited in Manila Jan. 16.

Palomar spoke after Jun Chura 
– a 14-year-old rescued from the 
streets by the same foundation – 
described life on the streets as a 
struggle to find enough to eat, to 
fight the temptation of drug use 
and glue sniffing, and to avoid 
adults looking for the young to 
exploit and abuse.

Covering her face with her 
hand as she wept in front of the 
microphone, Palomar asked the 

Pope: Tears Often Are  
Only Response to Suffering

pope, “Why did God let this hap-
pen to us?”

As some 30,000 young people 
looked on at the University of 
Santo Tomas, the pope kissed 
the top of Palomar’s head and 
pulled her close for a big hug, 
then embraced her and Chura 
together.

He also listened to the testimo-
ny of two other young men and 
their questions: How do young 
people discover God’s will for 
them? What is love? How can 
young people become agents of 
mercy and compassion?

More SUFFERING, page 13
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By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness 

On the days leading to Christmas, 
Bishop Ronald Gainer made pasto-

ral visits to celebrate Holy Mass and visit 
with the incarcerated at the State Correc-
tional Institution in Camp Hill and the 
York County Prison in east York. 

At the state prison on Dec. 20, more than 
150 inmates gathered on a cold morning 
at 8 a.m. to attend Mass that was concel-

ebrated by Father Philip Burger, Diocesan 
Secretary for Clergy and Consecrated 
Life. Deacon Jorge Vera, who serves as 
the prison chaplain, served as master of 
ceremonies for the Mass that featured 
beautifully rendered music for the liturgy 
performed by a number of inmates. 

In his homily at Camp Hill, Bishop 
Gainer told those faithful gathered that 
“they are not forgotten” and that “the 
beauty of Christmas is that it gives all 
hope.” 

Bishop Gainer Celebrates 
Holy Mass at Prisons

Bishop Ronald 
Gainer celebrated 
Christmas morning 
Holy Mass at St. 
Patrick Cathedral in 
Harrisburg for nearly 
600 faithful on  
the bright, sunny  
morning.  
Concelebrating was 
Father Thomas  
Rozman, pastor of 
the Cathedral  
Parish of St.  
Patrick. Bishop 
Gainer also  
celebrated the  
Midnight Mass at  
the Cathedral.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Bishop Ronald 
Gainer  
celebrates Mass 
for the inmates at 
the State  
Correctional  
Institution in 
Camp Hill a few 
days before 
Christmas.  
Joining him at the 
altar are  
Deacon Jorge 
Vera, prison 
chaplain, and  
Father Philip 
Burger, Diocesan 
Secretary for 
Clergy and  
Consecrated Life.
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Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

• January 24 – Celebrant and homilist at Mass, Battle of the Build-
ings event at York Catholic High School, 4 p.m.

• January 25 – Confirmation for Mater Dei Community, St. 
Lawrence Chapel, Harrisburg, 10 a.m.; Preside at Vespers for the 
Week of Christian Unity, St. Paul the Apostle Church, Annville, 7 p.m.

• January 26 – Celebrant and homilist at Mass with school visit, 
Good Shepherd, Camp Hill, 8:30 a.m.

• January 27 – Celebrant and homilist at Mass with school visit, 
Corpus Christi, Chambersburg, 9:30 a.m.

• January 28 – Pennsylvania Catholic Conference Administrative 
Board Meeting, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 10 a.m.

• January 30 – Hershey Bears Catholic School Night, Giant 
Center, Hershey, 7 p.m.

• February 1 – Celebrant and homilist at Campus Mass, 
Elizabethtown College, 3 p.m.

• February 2 – Lancaster Catholic High School Educational Im-
provement Tax Credit Rally, Lancaster Catholic High School, 1 p.m.; 
Meet with the Knights of Columbus 4th Degree Assembly, Cardinal 
Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 7 p.m.

• February 4 – Celebrant and homilist at 100th anniversary Mass, 
St. Joseph School, York, 9 a.m.

• February 6 – Vocations Day at St. Leo the Great School, Rohrer-
stown, 11:30 a.m.; Confirmation at Our Mother of Perpetual Help 
Church in Ephrata, 7 p.m.

• February 7 – World Youth Day Kickoff Mass, Cardinal Keeler 
Center, Harrisburg, 10 a.m.; Confirmation at St. James Church in 
Lititz, 5 p.m.

• February 8 – Confirmation at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church, 
Mechanicsburg, 3 p.m.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness 

A variety of activities centered on faith, knowledge 
and service will be the focus of events as diocesan 
schools celebrate Catholic Schools Week Jan. 25-31. 
The annual celebration touts the values that Catho-
lic school education provides young people, as well 
as its contributions to the Church, local communities 
and the nation. 

This year’s theme – “Catholic Schools: Communi-
ties of Faith, Knowledge and Service” – highlights 
several attributes at the heart of Catholic education. 
As such, school activities will encompass special 

Catholic Schools Tout Faith,  
Knowledge and Service 

Masses and prayer services, volunteer efforts and 
appreciation, and displays of classroom projects and 
scholastic successes – all elements that spotlight the 
faith-building, societal and academic contributions of 
Catholic education.

In the Diocese of Harrisburg, Catholic schools are 
“Child Focused, Spirit Driven.” 

“We believe that your child is a gift from our lov-
ing God,” Bishop Ronald Gainer said of the core be-
lief of Catholic education. “From that flow our core 
education philosophies, such as the parents are the 
primary educators of their children, and that our certi-
fied teachers are a partner with the family in the edu-
cational process. Our Christ centered mission is to 

educate the whole child: mind, 
body and spirit. 

“I feel that these truths 
that are fundamental to 
our educational process 
are what motivate par-
ents to choose Catholic 
schools for their sons and 
daughters,” he said.

In the Diocese of Harris-
burg, Catholic school highlights 
include:

• Values Based Learning – Diocesan schools are 
Christ-centered with a goal to provide the best spiri-
tual formation for each child’s body, mind, and soul, 
and to educate each student intellectually, spiritually, 
and morally. 

• High Graduation Rates – More than 98% of stu-
dents graduate from high school.

• Excellent Test Scores – 93% of elementary stu-
dents score above the national average in language 
skills. 85% of elementary students score above the 
national average in reading. 81% of elementary stu-
dents score above the national average in math.

• Millions in Scholarships – More than $40 mil-
lion in scholarship funds are offered annually to 
graduates of Catholic high schools in the Diocese of 
Harrisburg.  

• Technology – Students in almost all diocesan 
schools have access to a world class wide area net-
work that brings untold educational resources and op-
portunities to them in well equipped classrooms.

• Tuition Assistance and Scholarships – Tuition 
assistance and scholarships are available to attend 
diocesan schools. The schools are accredited by the 
Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools 
and are members of the National Catholic Education 
Association.

Each individual Catholic school in the diocese is plan-
ning special events to celebrate Catholic Schools Week. 
Find information on specific schools and on Catholic 
education at www.hbgdiocese.org/catholic-schools/.

February 7, 2015
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

Bishop Ronald Gainer, Celebrant
Sacrament of Reconciliation will  
be offered beginning at 9 a.m.

Mass will be celebrated at 10 a.m.,  
followed by a gathering

All are welcome to attend, regardless 
of intentions to travel to Poland in 2016.

In keeping with the international World 
Youth Day experience, chairs and seating 
arrangements will not be provided at this 

World Youth Day Opening Mass
Mass. Instead,  
participants 
will stand, 
kneel or sit, just 
as pilgrims do at 
the World Youth 
Day Mass.

For additional information on the  
opening Mass, or World Youth Day in 
Poland, visit www.hbgdiocese.org/ 
youth-and-young-adults/ or contact  
Virginia Pereira at 717-657-4804, ext. 
327, or vpereira@hbgdiocese.org. 

Amy Erb leads her  
second-grade classroom  

at St. Joseph School in York 
in discussion of a book.

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Tune into Catholic Perspective. This weekly program features news and information about 
current events and topics in a magazine format. Listeners will hear from the following contribu-
tors who present timely and topical information. These include, Bishop Ronald Gainer; Father 
William Weary; James Gontis, Director of Religious Education; Micaiah Bilger of the Pennsyl-
vania Pro Life Federation and correspondents Rose Atkinson and Eleanor Rossman. 

Information on the this week’s edition can be found on line at www.hbgdiocese.org/
catholicperspective

Catholic Perspective is produced in cooperation with the Office of Communications of the 
Diocese and AM 720 WHYF. This special Christmas edition can be heard Saturday, December 
20 at 7:30 a.m. on WHP AM 580, Harrisburg. It will also be broadcast Monday December 22 at 
noon and Sunday, December 21 at 3 p.m. on  AM 720 WHYF and on Sunday mornings on WH-
VR-AM 1280, Hanover, at 8 a.m.; WKOK-AM 1070, Sunbury, at 6:30 a.m.; WIEZ-AM 670, 
Lewistown, at 8 a.m.; WWSM-AM 1510, Lebanon, at 7 a.m.; and WWEC-FM 88.3, Elizabeth-
town, at 9:30 a.m. It is also available on line at www.OldiesRadio1620.com at 6:30 a.m. and at 
www.WISL1480.com on Sunday at 11 a.m. It can also be heard on line at www.hbgdiocese.org

It’s Your Catholic Connection – During the day Holy Family Radio AM 720, WHYF an-
nounces parish and community events as part of their service to the local Catholic community. 
Tune in to Catholic Radio for the Diocese of Harrisburg and hear what is going on. The Parish 
Bulletin Board is sponsored by the Catholic Communication Campaign of the Diocese of Har-
risburg.  You can also listen on line at www.720whyf.com.
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Dignity Defined
By A.B. Hill

Special to The Witness

As we ring in the New Year, there is a reason for hope in Pennsylva-
nia – the number of abortions in the state decreased seven percent. The 
year-end report shows nearly 2,500 fewer abortions occurred in 2013 
than in 2012. The total of 32,108 is the lowest number on record to date.

There were also fewer live births in Pennsylvania in 2013, but the 
decrease was less than two percent. I wish statistics could prove that re-
spect is growing for the dignity of human life in the womb; but numbers 
alone cannot explain the downward trend in abortions. We can see that 
more mothers are choosing life for their babies, but the statisticians did 
not ask them why. Even if they did, would the average person under-
stand what human dignity means?

The dictionary defines dignity as a quality of being worthy of honor or 
respect. Being worthy means something is good and deserving respect, 
praise, or attention; having enough good qualities to be considered im-
portant or useful.

If you have ever watched proud grandparents meet their first grand-
child, you have seen the kind of praise and attention, and indeed the 
dignity and respect that all human life deserves. 

Respecting human dignity is an important precept of our Catholic 
faith. The Catechism of the Catholic Church says our dignity as human 
beings is rooted in our creation in the image and likeness of God. (CCC 
No. 1700) 

“The Gospel of God’s love for man, the Gospel of the dignity of the 
person and the Gospel of life are a single and indivisible Gospel,” wrote 
Saint John Paul II in Evangelium Vitae. “In the life of man, God’s image 
shines forth anew and is again revealed in all its fullness at the coming 
of the Son of God in human flesh. ‘Christ is the image of the invisible 
God’ (Col 1:15), he ‘reflects the glory of God and bears the very stamp 
of his nature’ (Heb 1:3). He is the perfect image of the Father.”

The presence of human life makes visible the invisible reality of God’s 
Holy presence. Every child conceived reflects God’s infinite love, his 
perfect justice, and his boundless mercy. This is the foundation of our 
zeal for protecting human life from conception to natural death.

Catholic teaching affirms that every human being has inherent worth 
simply because they are human, regardless of their characteristics. The 
Church also affirms that human life begins at conception. The embryo 
is a new and unique life that must be recognized as a human being who 
possesses the rights and inherent dignity of a person. Most importantly, 
this developing human possesses the right to life. If God is worthy of 
our honor and respect and every human person is made in His image and 
likeness, then we all have His dignity, no exceptions.

Downward trends in abortion are a good sign. Maybe our culture is 
beginning to understand human dignity a bit more. Despite this encour-
aging decrease, the fact that the lives of over 32,000 babies were de-
stroyed through abortion in 2013 reminds us that much prolife advocacy 
needs to be done. By the mercy of God and determination, perhaps one 
day we will ring in a New Year with a 100 percent decrease in abortions.

(Hill is Communications Director of the Pennsylvania Catholic Confer-
ence – the public affairs agency of Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops and 
the Catholic dioceses of Pennsylvania. Stay up-to-date with Catholic news 
and issues at www.pacatholic.org, www.facebook.com/pacatholic, and  
www.twitter.com/pacatholic.) 

Thoughts
from a Catholic  

Evangelist
Sister Geralyn 
Schmidt, SCC

The Eucharist:
Real Presence

By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

A number of years ago, I was teaching middle school in the South Bronx. 
My students were very quick to learn that a large part of my classroom man-
agement included gestures or looks that would remind them 
about the behavior that I expected from them. One gesture 
that my students very quickly learned 
is what I called “the ugly finder.” In 
this gesture, my hand would take the 
shape of radar antennae and pulsate 
when it found students under my 
charge doing ugly things.  This ges-
ture could be done across the room 
and in silence, telling my students 
to correct their actions. It was totally 
nonverbal, and yet they understood what I was calling them 
to remember. 

One day, the pastoral associate of the parish came to my classroom door 
and began talking to me. Of course, being a good teacher, I positioned my 
body halfway into the classroom and halfway into the hallway. Since I was 
occupied with the priest, the students began to chat. When the noise reached 
a certain decibel, I reached into the classroom and gave my students the 
“ugly finder” gesture. This instantly decreased the volume of their chatter. 
As my conversation with Father continued, the noise level once again in-
creased. Once more, I gave the students the “ugly finder.” Once again the 
volume decreased. After the third time doing this, Father said, “Wait! What 
are you doing?” With that, we both walked into the classroom, and the priest 
repeated the gesture to the students. Andre, the class leader, said, “Father, 
it doesn’t work for you! You don’t have the power!” He retorted, “What? 
These hands were consecrated to say Mass!” Andre replied, “Even so, Fa-
ther, you just don’t have it!”

I was reminded of this story as I began to write about the reality known 
as The Real Presence of the Eucharist. According to CatholicCulture.org, 
“real presence” is defined as “The manner of Christ’s presence in the Holy 
Eucharist…. that ‘the sacrament of the most Holy Eucharist is contained 
truly, really, and substantially the body and blood, together with the soul and 
divinity, of our Lord Jesus Christ’ (Denzinger 1636, 1640). Hence Christ is 
truly present or actually [present] and not [just] symbolically [present]. He is 
objectively [present] in the Eucharist and not only subjectively in the mind 
of the believer. … He is present substantially, that is with all that makes 
Christ Christ and not only spiritually in imparting blessings on those who 
receive the sacrament. The one who is present is the whole Christ (totus 
Christus), with all the attributes of his divinity and all the physical parts and 
properties of his humanity.”  http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/
dictionary/index.cfm?id=35978 

I often wonder if we really understand what this explains. Because of this 
gift, we can echo what John the Evangelist wrote in John 1:1, “We have 
heard, seen with our eyes, looked upon and touched with our hands the Word 
of Life!” During each and every Eucharist, we hear, see, touch and finally eat 
Christ! God’s presence becomes personal and interior in us. He actually en-
ters us! God becomes totally adapted to our human condition. The Eucharist 
is the final step of God “coming down” to us. This “condescension” began 
with creation, continued through His revelation, increased at the moment 
of the incarnation and climaxed within the Eucharist. When we behold the 
“tabernacle, we can truthfully repeat this words for Revelation: ‘Behold, the 
dwelling of God is with us!’” (Rev. 21:3) The Eucharist is related to the Eas-
ter mystery but it is equally related to the incarnation. It is the memorial of a 
happening – passion and resurrection – but it also the presence of a person:  
The incarnate Word. In the passage for the first to the sixth chapter of his 
Gospel, St. John highlights this affinity: the Word becomes flesh (incarna-
tion) and the flesh became ‘true bread’ (Eucharist). The eternal life that was 
made manifest to us in the incarnation (cf 1 John 1:2), is not given to us to 
eat, it has become the “bread of eternal life.’  The Eucharist draws its infinite 
divine power from the fact that it puts us into contact with the flesh of the 
God-Man.” (Taken from:  The Eucharist: Our Sanctification, by Raniero 
Cantalamessa, (The Liturgical Press, 1993)

There are implications to this that form the foundations of our faith. Our 
Human dignity, the meaning of marriage, the right of life for the terminally 
and chronically ill, aged, and handicapped, as well as the entire Theology of 
the Body is rooted in the Eucharist. This is truly amazing! Praise Him that 
He gave It to us!

(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network 
Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and a member of the IT Depart-
ment. An educator for 28 years, she is responsible for Professional Develop-
ment Programs for every age learner. Through her presentations, she chal-
lenges her audiences to be the individual God has called them to be.) 
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Members of the 2014 PIAA Class A champion 
girls’ soccer team from Trinity High School in Camp 
Hill were treated to a luncheon hosted by Bishop 
Ronald Gainer on Jan. 8 at the Cardinal Keeler Cen-
ter in Harrisburg. Sports teams from diocesan high 
schools that win a state championship typically at-
tend a luncheon with the bishop as a way to honor 
their achievement. 

The 2014 state championship was the first for the 
Lady Shamrocks, runners-up in 2010 and 2013, and 
four-time District 3 champions in 2010, 2011, 2012 
and 2014. They have won 10 consecutive Mid Penn 
Division championships. 

In individual honors, Emily D’Amico, a junior 

Trinity Soccer 
Treated to 
Luncheon 

with Bishop

who plays defense, was named the Mid Penn Capital 
Division Player of the Year for 2014. Capital Divi-
sion All Stars in addition to Emily D’Amico were, 
First Team, Savannah Schultz and Ashley Rogliano; 

and Second Team Ashley Mahaffey and Brenna Fin-
egan.

In keeping with Catholic School philosophy of 
educating the whole person – mind, body and spirit 
– community service is an important part of the Trin-
ity girls’ soccer program. The team initiated and/or 
participated in the following efforts this year: raised 
awareness for the Central Pennsylvania Food Bank, 
participated in the Interfaith Shelter Shuffle, con-
ducted a diaper drive for Healthy Steps Diaper Bank, 
recognized military veterans and collected supplies 
for active military, as well as for the Caitlin’s Smiles 
charity.

Bishop Gainer said he was pleased to meet “this 
dedicated team that so well represented our diocese 
and area to the entire state. Their victory is truly a 
highlight moment for us all.” 

Bishop Ronald Gainer shared a luncheon and 
a photo opportunity with the members of the 
state champion Trinity High School girls’ soccer 
team. Top, teammates Hannah Stiles, Savannah 
Schultz and Theresa Durle look on as the bishop 
welcomes the team.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

During Lent, Christians seeking to foster on-
going personal conversion to Christ Jesus tra-
ditionally embrace the practices of prayer, fast-
ing and almsgiving. This year, Ash Wednesday 
is February 18. Why not add to your Lenten 
spiritual regimen a commitment to deepen your 
faith through participation in any of the various 
adult faith formation offerings available at the 
Cardinal Keeler Center? Listed below are sev-
eral upcoming opportunities, and most can be 
accessed via webinar. For a complete schedule 
of Winter/Spring adult faith formation offer-
ings, visit www.hbgdiocese.org and click on the 
“Diocesan Institute Courses and Registration” 
icon on the homepage. Questions? Contact 
Ryan Bolster at 717-657-4804, ext. 225, or 
rbolster@hbgdiocese.org. 

Christology
Mr. Ryan Bolster
Mondays, February 2, 9, 23, 
March 2, 9, 16 and 23
7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
(Also available via webinar)

The Gospel of Mark: The Jewish  
Story in a Gentile Tongue

Rev. Paul CB Schenck
Wednesdays, February 4, 11, 25, 

March 4, 18 and 25 
7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
(Also available via webinar)

The Dignity and Vocation of Women
Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Thursday, February 5
6:30 – 9:00 p.m. 
(Also available via webinar)

Lent: Walking Through  
the Desert with Jesus

Mr. James Gontis
Thursday, February 12
7:00 – 9:00 p.m.

The Christian Meaning  
of Human Suffering

Mr. Ryan Bolster
Thursday, February 19
7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
(Also available via webinar)

Introduction to Christian Spirituality
Mrs. Ann Koshute
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
February 24, 26, March 3, 5, 10 and 12
7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
(Also available via webinar) 

Feed Your Faith as You Fast this Lent

Summer Camp for Catholic Boy Scouts and Scouters
July 19-25, 2015

Camp Tuckahoe, Dillsburg 
The Diocesan Catholic Committee on 

Scouting is going to summer camp, and in-
vites Boy Scouts and Scouters to come along!

Plan now to join in what promises to be 
an exciting and faith-affirming week. Space 
is expected to fill quickly for this first-ever 
DCCS event. An early registration waiting-
list opened June 1, 2014, and reservations will 

be confirmed starting in August.
This week will include all of the traditional 

Scouting events and advancement opportuni-
ties and is open to Scouts of all faiths. Details 
about the Catholic activities to be offered, 
and the registration process, are now avail-
able on the DCCS website, available under 
the Youth tab of the diocesan website, www. 
hbgdiocese.org. Or, contact Patrick McCormack 
at patrick.a.mccormack@gmail.com for more 
information. 

 
 

Meet the Religious of 
Holy Spirit Convent 

   

February 8, 2015 
1:00 - 4:00 PM 

 
Visit the Convent          Pray for Vocations 
 

Enjoy the company of the 
Sisters of Christian Charity, 

Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia, 
Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius, and 

Little Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi 
as they share information about their communities 

and ministries with light refreshments from  
1:00 - 3:30 PM. 

 
Join with the Sisters in a concluding  

prayer service for Vocations 
at the Holy Spirit Hospital Chapel at 3:30 PM. 

 
 

Where is the Convent?  
The entrance to the convent is 
located directly across from the 

Holy Spirit Hospital Chapel. 
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The Cardinal Electors
French Archbishop Dominique Mamberti, prefect of the  

Apostolic Signature, 62.

Portuguese Patriarch Manuel Jose Macario do Nascimento  
Clemente of Lisbon, 66.

Ethiopian Archbishop Berhaneyesus Demerew Souraphiel  
of Addis Ababa, 66.

New Zealand Archbishop John Dew of Wellington, 66.

Italian Archbishop Edoardo Menichelli of Ancona-Osimo, 75.

Vietnamese Archbishop Pierre Nguyen Van Nhon of Hanoi, 76.

Mexican Archbishop Alberto Suarez Inda of Morelia, who turns 76 Jan. 30.

Myanmar Archbishop Charles Bo of Yangon, 66.

Thai Archbishop Francis Xavier Kriengsak Kovithavanij of Bangkok, 65.

Italian Archbishop Francesco Montenegro of Agrigento, 68.

Uruguayan Archbishop Daniel Fernando Sturla Berhouet  
of Montevideo, 55.

Spanish Archbishop Ricardo Blazquez Perez of Valladolid, 72.

Spanish-born Panamanian Bishop Jose Luis Lacunza  
Maestrojuan of David, 70. 

Cape Verdean Bishop Arlindo Gomes Furtado of Santiago  
de Cabo Verde, 65.

Tongan Bishop Soane Mafi, 53.

Colombian Archbishop Jose de Jesus Pimiento Rodriguez,  
retired, of Manizales, who turns 96 Feb. 18.

Italian Archbishop Luigi De Magistris, 88, retired pro-major  
penitentiary at the Vatican.

German Archbishop Karl-Joseph Rauber, 80, a former nuncio.

Argentine Archbishop Luis Hector Villalba, retired, of Tucuman, 80.

Mozambican Bishop Julio Duarte Langa, retired, of Xai-Xai, 87.

Cardinal Counts: Nominees Nudge 
Numbers toward Greater Representation

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

A pope’s impact on the College of 
Cardinals is naturally discussed after 

his death when his nomi-
nees and those of his pre-
decessors enter the Sistine 
Chapel to elect a new pope.

Voting in a conclave is the 
heaviest and most visible re-
sponsibility that comes with 
a red hat, but those under the 
age of 80 – the cardinal’s re-
tirement age – also influence 
the work of the offices of the 
Roman Curia and serve as 
special papal advisers.

Along with a red biretta and the as-
signment of a “titular” church in Rome, 
new cardinals are appointed members 
of Vatican congregations, councils, 
commissions and secretariats; they are 
not simply advisers to those offices, but 
full members whose vote is needed for 
the most important decisions and docu-
ments issued by each office.

The statistical impact of Pope Fran-
cis’ choices for new members of the 
College of Cardinals will be small, but 
significant.

The expanded group of cardinals eli-
gible to elect a pope – all those under 
the age of 80 – will include a lower per-
centage of Europeans, a slightly lower 
percentage of Italians, a lower percent-
age from the United States and a higher 
percentage of cardinals who head dio-
ceses rather than offices of the Roman 
Curia.

After the new cardinals are created 
Feb. 14, the college will have 125 mem-
bers under the age of 80 and, therefore, 
eligible to vote in a future conclave. 
The total number of cardinals will rise 
to 228 – a record-breaking number. If a 
papal election were held the next day, 
more than 45 percent of the world’s car-
dinals – all those over the age of 80 – 
would be locked out of the Sistine Cha-
pel where the conclaves are held.

Much of the reaction to Pope Francis’ 
announcement Jan. 4 of the identities 
of the new cardinals focused on how 
they give representation in the college 
to Catholics in some of the most remote 
parts of the world – the “peripheries” the 
pope is always talking about. With the 
addition of electors from Ethiopia, New 
Zealand, Vietnam, Myanmar, Thailand, 
Uruguay, Panama, Cape Verde and Ton-
ga, the number of countries with elec-
tors will rise from 48 to 57.

Among the electors, the percentage 
of Europeans will drop to 46.4 percent 

from its current 48 percent. While not 
a huge change, it is a sign of continu-
ing progress in making the college more 
representative of the Church as a whole; 
in 1960, there were 79 members of the 
college and they came from only 27 
countries. About 70 percent of the col-
lege at the time was made up of Euro-
peans.

Borrowing a category from the world 
of politics and economics – the Group 
of Eight countries with the most ad-
vanced economies – even after the con-
sistory the world’s most powerful na-
tions still will have a majority among 
cardinal electors. But instead of repre-
senting 61 percent of the electors, the 
G-8 countries’ share will drop to 57.5 
percent.

With the Argentina-born pope’s latest 
picks, the percentage of Latin Ameri-
cans will rise to 16 percent from its cur-
rent 15.4 percent. Pope Francis named 
no new members from the United States 
or Canada, so that part of the world’s 
percentage will fall to 12 percent from 
its current 13.6 percent.

After the new cardinals receive their 
red hats, the percentage of Africans will 
rise to 12 percent from 11.8 percent. 
The percentage from Asia will rise to 
11.2 percent from its current 10 per-
cent. And, the Oceania-South Pacific 
region, which had only one voting-age 
cardinal, will have three; that brings the 
region’s percentage up to 2.4 percent 
from its current 0.9 percent.

Bringing new members into the col-
lege rejuvenates the body, although in 
the past several decades the average age 
of cardinal electors has decreased only 
slightly with each new intake. Two of 
Pope Francis’ picks – Cardinals-desig-
nate Soane Mafi of Tonga and Daniel 
Sturla Berhouet of Montevideo, Uru-
guay – are still in their 50s. However, 
after the consistory, the average age of 
the whole block of cardinal electors will 
decline only by five months, dropping 
to 71 years, one month.

As far as the age of the new cardinals 
goes, Pope Francis is well within the 
norm for the past several decades when 
the average age of incoming electors 
has been between 65 and 68.

The last time the average age of a 
batch of new cardinals was less than 
60 years old was the 1977 consistory in 
which Pope Paul VI created four new 
cardinals, including then-Archbishop 
Joseph Ratzinger. The average age of 
that group was 57.2 years, according 
to catholic-hierarchy.org, the leading 
website for statistical information and 
brief biographical data of all the world’s 
bishops and cardinals.

CNS, KHAM, REUTERS
Archbishop Pierre Nguyen Van Nhon of Hanoi, Vietnam, waves in front of 
St. Joseph Cathedral after Pentecost Mass in this May 23, 2010, file pho-
to. Archbishop Van Nhon, 76, was among the 20 new cardinals named by 
Pope Francis this month. 

February 21 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Corpus Christi Church, Chambersburg

Hosted by the Corpus Christi  
Council of Catholic Women

Sister Geralyn Schmidt, S.C.C.,  
will be the presenter

How do we rejoice and find joy in the suffering that 
often touches our lives? Christ suffered, died and rose to 
bring us to a joyful life with Him.

The retreat will begin with Mass at 9 a.m., celebrated by 
Father Luis Rodriguez, pastor.

Cost of $15 includes continental breakfast and lunch. 
Call Jane Wishard at 717-264-8703 for information on 
how to register.

Court Queen of Peace #1023 of the Catho-
lic Daughters of the Americas announces the 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas 2015 Na-
tional Education Contest for Grades 4–12. En-
trants can choose from two themes: “Love Your 
Neighbor as Yourself,” or “Be a Good Neigh-
bor.”  

For details of contest rules and awards, go 
to www.catholicdaughters.org, scroll down the 
page to “frequent downloads,” and under “con-
tests,” select “Education Contest Forms.”

Court Queen of Peace #1023, Lancaster, of 
the Diocese of Harrisburg, will be sponsoring 
entries at the local level. First place winners 
will compete at the state level. Pennsylvania 
winners will compete at the national level. Lo-

cal entries must be postmarked or received no 
later than February 15, 2015.  

All participants must sign a completed entry 
form, and all rules must be adhered to in order 
for the entries to be valid. Fill in the form with 
the following information:

• Name of Sponsoring Court: Queen of 
Peace No. 1023
• City of Sponsoring Court: Lancaster, PA
• Name of Education Chairperson: 
Margaret T. Giordano
• Address: 1530 Hollywood Drive
• Phone: 717-390-9035
• City: Lancaster, PA 17601
For more information, contact Margaret 

Giordano at 717-390-9035.

“Finding Joy in Suffering”
Women’s Lenten Day of Reflection

Catholic Daughters of the Americas  
Announce Education Contest
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Marching and Meaning 
By Father Paul CB Schenck

Special to The Witness

“Each child who is unborn, but is unjustly condemned to be aborted, bears 
the face of Jesus Christ, bears the face of the Lord, who, even before he was 
born, and then as soon as he was born, experienced the rejection of the world. 
And also each old person – I spoke of the child, let us also speak of the elderly, 
another point! – each old person, even if infirm or at 
the end of his days, bears the 
face of Christ. 

They cannot be discarded, as 
the ‘culture of waste’ proposes! 
They cannot be discarded!”  
~ Pope Francis 

In the aftermath of the hor-
rendous attacks in Paris, a mas-
sive march of more than a million people, including 
forty heads of state, took place in Paris. The shootings 
at Charlie Hebdo magazine, of police on Paris streets 
and of hostages at the kosher market in Porte de Vin-
cennes were not the worst terrorist incidents in recent 
times. But they were the most symbolic because of the layers of victimization. 
The targets were not only innocent non-combatants; they were representatives 
and protectors of personal liberty and freedoms; of speech, religion and com-
merce. They marched under the banner Je suis Charlie! (I am Charlie!). It was 
that symbolism that brought out the marchers.

On January 22, tens of thousands, including hundreds from the Diocese of 
Harrisburg, marched in another world class city – Washington, D.C. It was 
the 41st such March for Life memorializing the notorious Roe V Wade U.S. 
Supreme Court decision that decriminalized abortions up through the baby’s 
delivery. Sadly, there will be far less media notice of this march than the Paris 
march. This is not to cast a shadow on Paris, which was an evocative and in-
spiring demonstration. The March for Life is the largest and longest sustained 
public demonstration in American history. 

True, the March for Life is a demonstration against U.S. abortion policy, but 
it is also a demonstration for the sanctity of every human life and the dignity 
of every person. It is a march of freedom, beginning with the freedom to live, 
which is the fountainhead of all other freedoms. It is a demonstration of the in-
calculable value of every person regardless of their condition or circumstances. 
It is a demonstration of religious liberty and freedom of conscience which is 
enshrined in our Constitution and national tradition. For all these reasons, the 
March for Life is a unique event in response to the gravest moral issue of our 
time: the national policy permitting the killing of innocents before or at the time 
of birth. No other threat to life and human dignity compares. 

The symbolism of the March for Life is no less significant than the Paris 
march, as it demonstrates citizen support for the idea that all people are persons 
and that everyone counts. The concert of tens of thousands of marchers peace-
fully, hopefully, even joyously witnesses to the intrinsic and immeasurable val-
ue of all human life, born and unborn. The march symbolizes the principle that 
there are no accidental babies and no throw-away people.

Just as the marchers in Paris declared their solidarity with the victims of the 
terror attacks and with each other, the March for Life declares solidarity with 
the unborn and their mothers and fathers and with every vulnerable human be-
ing. 

The same week as the Paris attacks, about 2,000 innocent villagers were 
murdered in Nigeria by terrorists from Chad. And that same week, more than 
20,000 preborn babies were killed by abortion in United States alone. It is high 
time we all march under the symbolic banner Je suis un enfant à naître! “I am 
the unborn child!” 

(Father Paul CB Schenck is Diocesan Director of the Respect Life Office and 
Chair of the National Pro-Life Center on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C. A 
certified Bioethicist, he is available to speak on these and related topics. Con-
tact the Respect Life Office at 717-657-4804.) 

Father Paul  
CB Schenck

LIFEGIFT

March Coverage
Coverage of the March for Life, shown here from 

2013, will be featured in the Feb. 6 edition of The 
Catholic Witness, as this week’s issue went to press 
two days before the march.

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

“Two different vocations do justice to the summons of being male and female in 
God’s plan: marriage and celibacy. Both of these disciplines converge on the shared 
premise that sexual intimacy between a man and a woman belongs and flourishes in 
the context of a covenant.” (Love is our Mission, 47).

Laura put down her mobile phone with a bit more force than she had intended and 
it slid across the kitchen table to her husband Pete, who caught it. “Who were you 
texting?” he asked carefully.

“My brother Jack. He and Valerie want to visit this weekend.” She tapped her fin-
gers on the table and looked annoyed.

“And the problem with that is…?” Pete knew what was coming.
“He wants them to share a bedroom.” Laura shook her head. “We go through this 

every time he comes to visit. And every time we have the same conversation and the 
same old impasse. I just don’t know how to say it more clearly. ‘No, you will sleep on 
the sofa, Jack, and Valerie can sleep in the bedroom.’ What is so difficult about that?”

Pete replied carefully: “Maybe we should sit with them and share why we think 
that, rather than just saying no. It might help them to understand where we are coming 
from.” He half laughed. “We were not exactly poster children for chastity before we 
were married, you know. It might help for them to hear why we changed our minds.”

“But we shouldn’t have to get on our soapbox to explain this. Jack and I grew up in 
the same house. We learned the same rules. Why can’t they just accept that this is what 
we want without a big debate?”

~~~~~
Our Catholic faith is a deeply physical religion. The Bible stories are full of feasts 

and gardens. God came to earth as Jesus Christ and became a human person. Bread 
and wine and water and oil are all intrinsic parts of the Catholic experience.  

We believe in the Corporal Works of Mercy. We trust in the goodness of God’s 
creation. All of this is woven into the Catholic imagination through our art and our 
architecture and the rhythm of the liturgical year, and through our Rosaries and sac-
ramentals.  

The entire material world has spiritual meaning, and our human sexuality is no 
exception. “Our bodies are not simply shells for the soul or sensory machines for the 
brain.” Our bodies and our souls are “profoundly integrated.” As men and women, 
we personify “God’s design for human interdependence, community, and openness to 
new life.” We cannot debase this design without hurting our spirit. (39) 

Marriage exists because “procreation and communion, biology and God’s covenant, 
nature and super-nature, together undergird what it means to be ‘human.’” We did 
not invent marriage.  Marriage was given to us by God. The call to human love and 
sexuality involves the entire being of a man and a woman. Human sexuality is never 
just a biological function. (41)

Men and women share a similarity and “otherness” that coincides in their sexual 
complimentarity as masculine and feminine. Created together, we are willed for each 
other. Our sexual difference is a reminder that we are made to give ourselves away to 
each other “guided by virtue and God’s love.” (44).

Because it is the center of our identity, sexuality can never be isolated from the 
meaning of the human person. Sex is never just an impulse. Sexual intercourse is 
never just a casual biological act. Sexual intimacy always creates a human bond, and 
in that way, it is always conjugal. Our sexuality always has a social dimension, and it 
is never private. It is part of God’s covenant with us.  

God’s plan for men and women calls for two vocations: marriage and celibacy. They 
are both based on the idea that sexual intimacy only flourishes within a covenant. Celi-
bacy is the way that unmarried people confirm the truth of marriage. Both marriage 
and celibacy avoid sexual acts that are conditional or temporary. Celibacy does not 
disdain sex. It values it by confirming that sexual intimacy belongs in the covenant of 
marriage. By living in that covenant, both married couples and celibate people say that 
the creation of a society should not be premised on exploitation.  

Our creation by God as men and women in His image is the reason why we are all 
called to the virtue of chastity, which means we do not use others’ bodies as “objects 
for consumption.” In chastity, we live our lives with dignity and grace under God’s 
commandments. Lust is the opposite of chastity and looks at others as things to be 
used rather than people to be valued. Chastity does not reject the body, but sees it as 
part of the whole person. “Chastity is a great ‘yes’ to the truth of humanity created in 
the image of God and called to live in the covenant.” (49)

Chastity is something we are all called to, whether it is in conjugal chastity or conti-
nence. Married love puts sexual love in the context of love, care, fidelity and openness 
to children. Chaste celibacy, through its continence, confirms that sexual love belongs 
in the “context of love, care, and fidelity.” Neither way is superior to the other, and 
both reflect the richness of our faith.

What should Pete and Laura say to Jack and Valerie? Is a simple statement of 
House Rules sufficient? How can they explain their own faith journey without stand-
ing on the soapbox that Laura wants to avoid?

In preparation for the World Meeting of Families to 
be hosted in Philadelphia on September 22-27, 2015, 
The Catholic Witness is presenting reflections on ten 
monthly themes at the center of the conference. Those 
planning the World Meeting of Families have developed 
a preparatory catechesis that focuses on the themes, and 
the reflections presented in The Catholic Witness are 
written by Victoria Laskowski, Director of the Office of 
Family Ministries for the Diocese of Harrisburg. Infor-
mation and registration for the conference is available 
at www.worldmeeting2015.org. Information about the 
Festival of Families and a Papal Mass, as well as details on busses running from 
locations throughout the diocese will be published here as it becomes available.

World Meeting of Families 

January Theme: The  
Meaning of Human Sexuality
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Celebrating Mass for the Sisters of 
Christian Charity at Holy Family 

Convent in Danville on Jan. 14, Bishop 
Ronald Gainer thanked the women 
religious for their “Yes” to God’s call, 
telling them, “You said ‘Yes’ just like 
Mary said ‘Yes,’ and the Church finds 
great hope and joy in your example.”

The celebration of holy Mass took 
place as part of the bishop’s pastoral 
visit to the congregation’s convent, 
home to 52 sisters. He also visited the 
twelve sisters currently receiving care in 
the infirmary there.

The Congregation of the Sisters 
of Christian Charity was founded in 
Germany in 1849 
by Blessed Pauline 
von Mallinckrodt to 
minister to the blind, 
the sick and the 
poor. Young Pauline 
was one of four 
children in an aris-
tocratic family, and 
her love for those in 
need was evident at 
an early age. Pauline 
herself cared for the 
blind, the sick and 
the dying before  
founding with three 
other women the 
Sisters of Christian 
Charity.

The congregation 
came to the United 
States in 1873, and 
the motherhouse 
of their Eastern 
Province is located 
in Mendham, N.J. 
Today, the Sisters 
minister in health 

Sisters of Christian Charity Welcome  
Bishop’s Pastoral Visit in Danville

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Bishop Ronald Gainer elevates the Eucharist during the celebration of Mass 
for the Sisters of Christian Charity in Danville Jan. 14. Holy Ghost Father Ed  
Vilkauskas, chaplain, concelebrated.

Christian Charity Sister 
Rose William Fallon in 
prayer at Holy Family 
Convent in Danville.

Bishop Ronald Gainer speaks  
with Christian Charity Sister Anna 
Ballack during a pastoral visit to 
Holy Family Convent in Danville.

care, education, and pastoral work, while 
living the mission entrusted to them by 
Christ: to go out to all the world and 
bring the good news of love, justice and 
peace. 

Sister Mary Martha, the congrega-
tion’s local superior in Danville, told 
The Catholic Witness that the pastoral 
visit from Bishop Gainer was a “blessed 
opportunity for our sisters to connect 
with our shepherd. It is providential that 
his visit also comes during the Church’s 
celebration of the Year of Consecrated 
Life.”

The Year of Consecrated Life, pro-
claimed by Pope Francis, began on Nov. 
30 and will be celebrated until Feb. 
2, 2016. The observance is dedicated 
to renewing hope in religious life and 

instilling it more 
profoundly with 
a witness of the 
Gospel. 

“‘Found,’ 
‘touched’ and ‘trans-
formed’ are the three 
verbs at the heart of 
the Holy Father’s 
letter on the Year of 
Consecrated Life,” 
Bishop Gainer told 
the Sisters in his 
homily. “You as 
Sisters were found 
by Christ, Christ 
touched you, and 
you have been trans-
formed by Christ.”

“What a debt the 
Church owes you 
for taking your vows 
and for your many 
years of service,” the 
bishop said. “We are 
blessed by your ser-
vice to the Church.”
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To the Faithful of the Diocese of Harrisburg,

This year Catholic Charities marks 75 years of consecutive service in  
central Pennsylvania. As I continue to learn about the work of the offices 
and programs sponsored by the diocese, I am edified at the level of service 
and outreach that is being accomplished by Catholic Charities. This is 
especially challenging during these difficult economic times but, as you  
will see in this Annual Report, it is filled with good news and hope.

The mission of Catholic Charities is rooted in their commitment to provide 
hope, help and support to thousands of families and children in need.  
They serve a fifteen county region that comprises the Diocese of Harrisburg 
with programs ranging from maternity homes, adoption services, foster 
care and counseling services and they operate the only homeless shelter 
committed to keeping families intact. Most of their services are offered at 
minimal or no cost to the client, regardless of their faith.

The exciting news for this year is the HOPE FOR ALL campaign to upgrade the Saint Samuel Center that 
houses the Lourdeshouse Maternity Home, Evergreen House and the Shelter for Homeless Families.  
This facility provides shelter and security to women awaiting the birth of their baby, those overcoming  
the hold addiction has had on their lives, and those families who have fallen on hard economic times and 
have lost their homes. The goal is to make it an accessible facility conducive to those with special needs  
like wheelchairs. This serves as a testament to the ongoing commitment of the agency and their staff to  
serve those most in need and to continue to reach out to those who still need help and assistance,  
especially at the most basic level.

I am grateful to the leadership and staff of Catholic Charities who continue to work tirelessly for the good of 
others. You are the face of Christ to our brothers and sisters in need and I am grateful for your service and 
dedication.

Please take the time to review this important report and to witness, first hand, the spiritual and corporal works 
of mercy in action. Best wishes on this milestone anniversary of service.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer 
Bishop of Harrisburg

75Years
OF PROVIDING HELP AND CREATING HOPE

CATHOLIC CHARITIES 
DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG

Dear Friends of Catholic Charities,

We just completed our 75th consecutive year of providing human services  
to the people of the Diocese of Harrisburg and South Central PA. 

This was a great milestone for us and a cause for celebration for all those 
who have labored to deliver services with dignity and respect to those in 
need, for all these many years. 

2013/2014 was a challenging year for us on many fronts. As an Agency, 
we made significant changes both programmatically and from a personnel 
perspective. These changes were required for us to remain competitive  
and be in concert with the changing landscape of human services in  
Central Pennsylvania. 

There were many factors to consider when making these changes and  
some of these changes dictated by government rules and regulations or  

the economy, were out of our control. Our Board of Directors was very proactive and insured that we were 
on the leading edge of current thinking and able to take advantage of all available opportunities to provide 
services now and with a vision to the future. We have applied for several grant opportunities to expand our 
current programming and to capitalize on our human and physical resources capabilities. 

From a purely financial perspective, we ended the year in the black for the first time in several years.  
This was not done without some pain as mentioned above but with a clear vision and a dedicated staff. 

As a testimony to our seasoned and dedicated staff and volunteers, we were able and privileged to serve 
nearly 6,000 individuals and provide over 170,000 client services which included items such as meals,  
bed-nights, counseling, training, pantry items, material assistance, etc. As our motto states, we “Provide Help 
and Create Hope” and we proudly serve one client at a time treating them with dignity and respect. 

As always, and as we have done for the past 75 years, we will “Provide Help and Create Hope” for the most 
vulnerable in our society. 

I thank Bishop Gainer, Fr. Gillelan and the Board of Directors for their support and guidance. I also wish to 
acknowledge the Administrative Staff and the Program Directors who as a result of their hard work and 
dedication to our Mission, contribute immensely to the success of the Agency. Furthermore, I offer my 
heartfelt thanks to all employees and volunteers of the Agency for their commitment and perseverance.  
They are focused on the sole goal of providing help and creating hope to each of the clients that we are 
privileged to serve.

Finally, I would like to thank all our donors and benefactors for their continued support enabling us to fulfill 
our Mission of helping those in need.

May God continue to Bless us and give us the strength to forge ahead and carryout His Mission to help those 
who cannot help themselves. May he give us the resolve and commitment to help those in need. 

Mark A. Totaro, Ph.D. 
Executive Director/CEO

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Row 1, Left to Right: Rev. Daniel Mitzel, Joseph F. Schatt, Zenoria 
McMorris Owens, Barbara Yohn Groce, David S. Gash

Row 2, left to right: Brian P. Downey, James P. Kelly, Walter J. Legenstein, 
Camille Kostelac-Cherry (Board President)

Missing: Lynn Hoffman (Board Vice President), Kimberly Chainey (Board 
Treasurer), George P. Hartwick, III (Board Secretary), John P. Pagana, 
Jeffrey Tearpock, Blandina Lecce

PROGRAM MANAGERS 

Row 1, left to right: Kate Downes, Rebecca Jacoby, Donna Zimmerman, 
Lydia Porter, Mira Lukic, Rebecca Diamondstone 

Row 2, left to right: Dustin Langeheine, Kelly Bolton, Annette Martin, 
Sara Beck

Missing: Karrie (Heathcote) Ballantine, Hilary Hoover, Sinisa (Sasha) 

Jovic, Chris Vandenberg

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Row 1, left to right: Mark Totaro, Kate Downes, Debra Clark, Peter 
Biasucci

Row 2, left to right: Christopher Meehan, Carole Klinger, Annette Martin, 
Kelly Slabonik

Missing: Chris Vandenberg, Linda Weber

CORPORATE OFFICERS

Very Reverend Robert M. Gillelan Jr., Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer, 
Mark A. Totaro
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INTENSIVE DAY TREATMENT

Based in Lancaster, the Intensive Day Treatment Program 
serves at-risk youth from age nine to fifteen who possess 
significant emotional and behavioral health needs. An 
alternative to residential treatment services, the program 
runs Monday through Friday and aims to increase anger 
management skills, to improve social skills, and to enhance 
educational achievement. The program utilizes a therapeutic 
environment, one in which personal growth and change 
takes place through positive relations between the youth and 
the program staff as a result of individual, group, and family 
therapy programming.

The program’s educational component is operated by the 
Lancaster Intermediate Unit 13 and is funded by contract with 
the Pennsylvania Department of Welfare, Lancaster County, and 
other managed care organizations. ■

ADOPTION SERVICES

Based in Harrisburg, Adoption Services offers information 
for adoptive parents who are interested in welcoming a child 
to their family. In some cases, the family chooses to adopt 
a newborn infant while other agency clients are matched 
with an older child or group of siblings engaged with the 
Pennsylvania Statewide Adoption Network (SWAN).

In addition, Child Preparation Counseling is offered to children 
preparing for adoption. During this series of sessions, children 
participate in activities and exercises designed to help 
him/her adjust to the adoption process by reviewing their 
past, identifying and discussing feelings and concerns, and 
strengthening their bonds with his/her new family. ■

SPECIALIZED FOSTER CARE

Based in Harrisburg, Specialized Foster Care places children 
who have been separated from their families by the court 
system into loving homes.

If a child cannot be returned home, an alternative permanent 
placement plan is developed. Adoption is often times an 
appropriate course, and the Pennsylvania Statewide Adoption 
Network (SWAN) works with many foster parents to adopt 
their children and provide a permanent caring home. ■ 

INTENSIVE FAMILY SERVICES

Based in York, the Intensive Family Services Program provides 
services in the homes of families who have open cases 
with York County Children and Youth Services. Through a 
partnership contract, Children and Youth Services refers families 
to the Intensive Family Services Program. These families are in 
need of parenting skills, connection to community resources, 
and family therapy.

Emphasis is placed upon strengthening the family in order 
that children can remain in their homes or return as quickly as 
possible from foster care. Team members work intensely, with 
multiple weekly sessions, in order to make an immediate impact 
of families facing numerous issues. ■ 

EVERGREEN HOUSE

Located at the Saint Samuel Center in Harrisburg, 
Evergreen House provides a nurturing and therapeutic 
environment for women recovering from the disease of 
addiction. The length of the program for each client is 
based upon the person’s individual needs and treatment 
plans. Licensed by the Pennsylvania Department of 
Health, all care is confidential and provided in both one-
on-one and group settings by the caring, qualified staff. 
Residents are also encouraged to develop the tools they 
need to maintain long-term recovery by securing safe and 
stable housing, participating in job training programs, and 
pursuing employment and/or education. ■

LOURDESHOUSE

Located at the Saint Samuel Center in Harrisburg, the 
Lourdeshouse Maternity Home provides quality services 
to pregnant women who have nowhere else to turn. 
The program symbolizes the commitment of the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg to uphold the dignity and 
sanctity of all human life. 

All of the residents at Lourdeshouse are provided with 
childbirth and parenting classes, case management, 
and transportation. In addition, case managers assist 
residents in obtaining employment, housing, education, 
and counseling. Residents may come to Lourdeshouse at 
any time during their pregnancy and may remain in the 
program up to eight months. Pantry items such as food, 
diapers, clothing, furniture, and toiletries are also available 
to both residents and other women in the community who 
have a child twelve months of age or younger. Services are 
funded in part through the Real Alternatives Program. ■

PARADISE SCHOOL

Located in rural York County, the Paradise School Program, 
in partnership with Lincoln Intermediate Unit #12, seeks to 
provide a productive learning environment while providing 
an academic and behavioral education.

Educational services are provided by the Lincoln 
Intermediate Unit #12 and are staffed by certified special 
educators. Other staff members include an Instructional 
Advisor as well as a School Psychologist, Speech Therapist 
and Occupational Therapist as itinerant support staff.

Paradise School staff provides crisis intervention, 
supervision during lunch and break periods, social skills 
education and school district coordination. In addition, the 
program utilizes a full spectrum of community resources 
including parks, libraries, movie theatres, skating rinks as 
well as frequent and ongoing utilization of the Appalachian 
Trail as part of their educational and therapeutic tools.  ■ 
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IMMIGRATION AND 

REFUGEES SERVICES

Based in Harrisburg, the Immigration and Refugee Services 
Program assists a diverse population of legal entrants to 
the United States to achieve economic and social self-
sufficiency. The English-as-a-Second-Language Program 
(ESL) has been recognized by the Pennsylvania Department 
of Education and the Pennsylvania Department of Public 
Welfare for its success in serving the large number of 
persons with limited English proficiency. In addition, the 
number of refugees who have found jobs through the 
Employment Services Program continues to exceed grantor 
requirements. Services provided by any Immigration and 
Refugee Services Program are limited to those who have 
resided in the United States for five years or less. ■

GREATER ACCESS TO 

INDEPENDENCE FOR 

NEWCOMERS

Based in Harrisburg, Catholic Charities Greater Access  
to Independence for Newcomers (GAIN) directly works with 
the specific and individual needs of clients and employers in 
creating a plan to overcome barriers.

South Central Pennsylvania has seen a substantial growth 
in its refugee and other foreign born populations over the 
last 10 years. To facilitate the integration of newcomers into 
our communities, the Federal Office of Refugee Resettlement 
awarded a special employment service grant to the state to 
provide assistance to refugees.

The program draws upon key employment strategies which 
engage area employers and training facilities to match 
refugees with available job vacancies. They also focus on 
helping people understand their own culture, understand 
others, develop positive inter-group relations, and build 
strong communities. ■

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 

SERVICES

Catholic Charities offers a variety of behavioral health 
counseling for issues including grief and loss as well as 
other major life challenges. Counseling offices are located 
in Harrisburg, Lancaster, York, and Abbottstown (Paradise 
School Facitlity). Services are offered to individuals, 
married couples, and families. For those who are in 
need of additional assistance with housing, vocational 
rehabilitation, drug/alcohol addiction, or other serious 
issues, referrals are made to partner agencies and built into 
a customized care plan. ■

FAMILY MEMBERS 
PROGRAM   SERVED  
Adoption ...............................................................................337
Specialized Foster Care .......................................................337
Lancaster Intensive Day Treatment ....................................123
IRS - English As A Second Language ..................................277
IRS -Employment Services ..................................................151
IRS -Resettlement Program .................................................226
IRS - Gain Progrram ...............................................................50
IRS -Resettlement Program .................................................115
York Intensive Family Services ..............................................93
Capital Area Family Based .....................................................45
Lancaster In-Home Program .................................................53
York/Adams Family Based ....................................................81
Paradise School ......................................................................71
Evergreen House ....................................................................67
Hope House ..............................................................................7
Interfaith Shelter ..................................................................744
Lourdeshouse - Residents .....................................................42
Lourdeshouse - Babies ..........................................................32
Capital Counseling ...............................................................273
Lancaster Counseling ..........................................................308
Paradise Counseling .............................................................137
York Counseling ...................................................................215
Totals ..................................................................3,518

NUMBER OF CLIENTS SERVED

REVENUES

Program service 
fees
33%United Way 

allocation
4%

Other  
contributions  
and bequests
12%

Investment 
income
1%

Rental 
income
0%

Miscellaneous 
income
2%

Government 
Funding
37%

Diocesan 
Funds
11%

EXPENSES

Management and 
general
11%

Counseling 
services
18% 

In-home 
counseling 
services
11%  

Specialized 
youth services
24%

Specialized 
residences
22% 

Immigration/
refugee services
12%

Other program 
expenses
1%

Depreciation 
Exp 1%
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CATHOLIC CHARITIES DIRECTORY OF SERVICES

MISSION STATEMENT

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg, PA, Inc. exists to respond to the human 
service needs of people throughout the 15 counties of the Diocese of Harrisburg and Central 
Pennsylvania. Catholic Charities fosters the ideals of Christ through a caring, living faith by: 
promoting and advocating respect for the sanctity of human life, underscoring the central 
role of marriage and the family in society, and providing a continuum of high quality services 
to individuals, children, youth, married couples, families, and the elderly.

PARADISE SCHOOL PROGRAM
6156 West Canal Road
Abbottstown, PA 17301-8982 
(717) 259-9537 • FAX (717) 259-9262

RESIDENTIAL

PROGRAMS 

WILLOW WAY
120 Willow Way, Suite D
Harrisburg, PA  17109
(717) 412-4594 • FAX (717) 972-0925

CRESCENT WAY
1509 Crescent Ave
Lancaster, PA  17501
(717) 412-4594 • FAX (717) 972-0925

EVERGREEN HOUSE
120 Willow Road, Suite B
Harrisburg, PA 17109
(717) 412-4594 • FAX (717) 972-0925

LOURDESHOUSE
120 Willow Road, Suite A
Harrisburg, PA 17109
(717) 412-4865 • FAX (717) 412-4943

ADMINISTRATION

MARK A. TOTARO, Ph.D. 
Executive Director/CEO

PETER A. BIASUCCI, LSW  
Assistant Executive Director

CAROLE A. KLINGER, MBA
Director of Administration

CHRISTOPHER P.MEEHAN, MBA 
Director of Development

  
YOUTH SERVICES 
ADOPTION SERVICES &
SPECIALIZED FOSTER CARE
939 E. Park Drive, Suite 103
Harrisburg, PA 17111
(717) 564-7115 • FAX (717) 564-7180

INTENSIVE DAY TREATMENT
47 South Mulberry Street
Lancaster, PA 17603
(717) 295-9630 /9631/9632
FAX (717) 295-9525

INTENSIVE FAMILY SERVICES
253 East Market Street
York, PA 17403
(717) 843-7986 • FAX (717) 699-0020

INTERFAITH SHELTER FOR  
HOMELESS FAMILIES
120 Willow Road, Suite C
Harrisburg, PA 17109
(717) 652-8740 • FAX (717) 545-0185

IMMIGRATION & REFUGEE  
SERVICES
939 East Park Drive, Suite 102
Harrisburg, PA 17111
(717) 232-0568
FAX (717) 234-7142 
FAX (717) 909-0968

Employment Services
––––––––––––––––
ESL Services
––––––––––––––––
Refugee Resettlement
––––––––––––––––
Legal Services

  
COUNSELING 

OFFICES

CAPITAL REGION OFFICE
939 East Park Drive, Suite 101
Harrisburg, PA 17111
(717) 233-7978 • FAX (717) 233-4194

LANCASTER OFFICE
925 North Duke Street
Lancaster, PA 17602
(717) 299-3659 • FAX (717) 299-1328
(717) 392-2113 (espanol)

YORK OFFICE
253 East Market Street
York, PA 17403
(717) 845-2696 • FAX (717) 843-3941

PARADISE OUTPATIENT 
SERVICES
6156 W. Canal Road
Abbottstown, PA  17301-8982
(717) 259-9537 • FAX (717) 259-9262

  
FAMILY BASED 

PROGRAMS

YORK/ADAMS PROGRAM
6156 West Canal Road
Abbottstown, PA 17301-8982
(717) 259-9537 • FAX (717) 259-9262

For information on Donations, Volunteer Opportunities, or  
Vehicle Donations, you may contact Catholic Charities Administrative 

Office by telephone at (717) 657-4804, or FAX (717) 657-8683,  
or check our website: cchbg.org

FAMILY-BASED MENTAL 

HEALTH SERVICES

Family-Based Mental Health Services is a comprehensive 
program that delivers services to children and their families 
in both home and community settings. Families entering the 
program are at risk of having their children placed  
into foster care. The goal of the program is to strengthen family 
relationships and stabilize the family through therapeutic 
interventions. Licensed by the Pennsylvania Department of 
Public Welfare, the program provides a team-centered approach 
proven to be successful in keeping families together or reuniting 
children with their families. The Family-Based Mental Health 
Services Offices provide services for families in Adams, 
Cumberland, Dauphin, Lancaster, Perry, and York Counties. ■

INTERFAITH SHELTER  

FOR HOMELESS FAMILIES

Located at the Saint Samuel Center in Harrisburg, the 
Interfaith Shelter for Homeless Families is the only 
homeless shelter in the Harrisburg region specifically 
serving families. During their brief stay of four to six weeks, 
families work with the shelter staff on issues that may 
have caused their homelessness: employment, education, 
childcare, healthcare, transportation, and other related 
issues. Upon completion of the program, as many as 98% of 
the families achieve a stable level of housing and a better 
quality of life. ■ 

HOPE HOUSE

Located in Lancaster, Hope House provides long-term 
housing and care services to persons residing in the region 
living with HIV/AIDS. Licensed by the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania as a Personal Care Home, the program is 
designed so that persons are enabled to live independently 
and avoid long-term hospitalization and/or nursing home 
placements. ■

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Harrisburg, PA Inc. is a non-profit organization 501(c)(3) and meets all requirements 
of Federal and State laws. Anyone who would like to receive a copy of the current annual report or audit may request it 
through e-mail, phone or by letter. All requests should be made to the Director of Administration.
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“Let’s go to Paris, let’s speak clear-
ly,” the pope said. “One cannot offend, 
make war, kill in the name of one’s 
own religion, that is, in the name of 
God.”

The pope said freedom of expres-
sion was a “fundamental human right” 
like freedom of religion, but one that 
must be exercised “without giving of-
fense.”

Offering a hypothetical example 
that referred to the Vatican’s planner 
of papal trips, who was standing be-
side him as he spoke, the pope said: 
“It’s true, one cannot react violently, 
but if Dr. [Alberto] Gasbarri, a great 
friend, says a swear word against 
my mother, then he is going to get a 
punch. But it’s normal, it’s normal. 

Expression
Continued from 1

The pope’s gathering with 
the youths was emotional from 
the beginning. Opening the en-
counter, the pope spoke about 
27-year-old Kristel Padasas, 
an employee of the U.S. bish-
ops’ Catholic Relief Services, 
who died after being struck by 
a speaker stand knocked down 
by the wind Jan. 17 after the 
pope’s Mass in Tacloban.

She was “young, like your-
selves,” the pope told the 
youths, asking them to join 
him in praying for her and for 
her parents. “She was the only 
daughter. Her mother is com-
ing from Hong Kong [and] her 
father has come to Manila to 
wait,” he told them.

Pope Francis had received 
the texts of the young people’s 
testimonies and questions in 
advance and had begun rewrit-
ing his speech the night before 
to ensure he responded directly 
to what they planned to say, 
said Jesuit Father Federico 
Lombardi, Vatican spokesman. 
There was not time to have the 
new text translated, so Pope 
Francis, who did not read from 
the text, asked Msgr. Mark 
Miles from the Vatican Secre-
tariat of State to translate from 
his Spanish. After more than 
half an hour, he made a passing 
attempt to return to the original 
text, but only to emphasize the 
challenges the youth face: the 
challenge of personal integrity, 
of helping the poor and of pro-
tecting the environment.

One of the first things he 
commented on talking to the 
youths was the fact that Palo-
mar was the only female on the 
program.

“Sometimes we’re too ‘ma-
chista’ and don’t allow room 
for the woman,” he said. “But 
the woman is able to see things 
with a different eye than men. 
Women are able to pose ques-
tions that we men are not able 
to understand.”

“Pay attention,” the pope 
told the young people. Palomar 
was “the only one who posed a 
question for which there is no 
answer. And she wasn’t able to 
express it in words but tears.”

“When the next pope comes 
to Manila,” he told them, in-

Suffering
Continued from 1

One cannot provoke, one cannot insult 
other people’s faith, one cannot make 
fun of faith.”

The pope said those who “make fun or 
toy with other people’s religions, these 
people provoke, and there can happen 
what would happen to Dr. Gasbarri if he 
said something against my mother. That 
is, there is a limit. Every religion has its 
dignity.”

Asked about his widely awaited en-
cyclical on the environment, Pope Fran-
cis said the document had already been 
through three drafts by a team under 
Cardinal Peter Turkson, president of the 
Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, 
and reviewed by the Vatican Secretariat 
of State and the theologian of the papal 
household.

“Now I’ll take a week out in March to 
look at it. At the end of March, I think it 
will be completed. Then it will go to be 
translated. I think that if the translations 

go well, in June or July, it could come 
out,” the pope said. 

Pope Francis said it was important 
the encyclical come out soon enough to 
influence a global climate change sum-
mit scheduled to open Nov. 30 in Paris, 
where he hoped leaders would show 
more courage on the subject than in the 
past. 

While not explicitly replying to a 
question about the influence of human 
activity on climate change, the pope 
echoed earlier criticisms of man-made 
damage to the environment through 
such practices as deforestation and 
overexploitation of agricultural lands. 

The pope opened the news conference 
with an unsolicited statement about his 
decision to canonize St. Joseph Vaz, a 
17th- and 18th-century missionary to 
Sri Lanka, without going through the 
usual process, including verification of 
a second miracle attributed to the saint’s 

intercession. Pope Francis said St. 
Joseph was one of a series of great 
evangelists whom he planned to can-
onize without such preliminaries, in 
an effort to celebrate the practice of 
evangelization.

“Now in September, God willing, 
I will canonize Junipero Serra in the 
United States. He was the evangelizer 
of the west in the United States,” the 
pope said.

The pope has confirmed he will visit 
Philadelphia for the World Meeting of 
Families in September, and has sug-
gested he might travel to New York 
City, Washington, D.C., and Mexico 
City on the same trip, but no itinerary 
has been released. His announcement 
of Blessed Junipero’s canonization is 
bound to raise expectations that he 
will also visit the southwestern U.S. 
The Franciscan priest established 10 
missions in what is now California 
and Mexico. 

A young woman holds 
her statue of Santo 

Nino, the Holy Child 
Jesus, as she waits to 

see Pope Francis along 
the parade route after 

the pope’s Mass in Rizal 
Park in Manila,  

Philippines, Jan. 18. 
CNS/PAUL HARING

clude “more women” on the 
program.

Speaking directly to Palo-
mar, he told her, “You have 
expressed yourself so bravely.”

While it is impossible to ex-
plain why God would allow 
children to suffer, he told the 
young people, “only when we, 
too, can cry” can one approach 
a response.

“I invite each one of you 
here to ask yourself, ‘Have I 
learned to weep and cry when 
I see a child cast aside, when I 
see someone with a drug prob-
lem, when I see someone who 
has suffered abuse?’” the pope 
told them.

Being moved to tears out of 
compassion and in the face of 
the mystery of suffering is holy, 
he said. It is not the same thing 
as crying to manipulate or get 
something from someone.

“Jesus in the Gospel cried, 
he cried for his dead friend,” 
Lazarus, “he cried in his heart 
for the family that had lost 
its child, he cried in his heart 
when he saw the old widow 
having to bury her son, he was 
moved to tears of compassion 
when he saw the multitude of 
crowds without a pastor,” Pope 
Francis said.

“If you don’t learn how to 
cry you cannot be good Chris-
tians,” he told them.

In the face of suffering like 
Palomar’s and Chura’s, he 
said, “our response must either 
be silence or the word that is 
born of our tears.”

“Be courageous, do not be 
afraid to cry,” the pope said.

Responding to the ques-
tions of Leandro Santos II, a 
law student, and Rikki Ma-
color, a recent graduate who, 
with his friends, designed a 
solar-powered night light 
for typhoon victims, Pope 
Francis focused on love, 
compassion and the chal-
lenge of not just helping 
the poor, but allowing one-
self to learn from and be 
evangelized by them.

“What is the most im-
portant subject that you 
have to learn in university, 
what is the most important 
subject you learn in life?” 
the pope asked. “To learn 
to love. This is the chal-
lenge that life offers you.”

“True love is to love and al-
low yourself to be loved,” he 
said. “It is harder to let yourself 
be loved than to love.”

Even when it comes to the 
life of faith, he said, it seems 
easier to love God than to real-
ly allow oneself to be loved by 
him. But when one succeeds, 
he continued, God responds 
with surprises.

“Don’t be like a computer, 
thinking that we know every-
thing,” the pope said.

Pope Francis thanked Ma-
color and his friends for 
helping the poor victims 
of Typhoon Yolanda in 
2013, but he asked them, 
“Do you allow yourselves 
to receive?” Putting his 
finger to his lips, the pope 
said he didn’t want them to 
respond immediately, but 
to ponder the other, essen-
tial Christian part of being 

with the poor, which is being 
willing to learn from them and 
to accept their gifts.

“The Sadducees and doctors 
of the law in the time of Jesus 
gave much to the people, they 
gave them the law and taught 
them, but they never allowed 
the people to give them some-
thing,” he said. 

“Become a beggar,” the 
pope said. “Learn how to 
beg,” to receive with humil-
ity, “to be evangelized by the 
poor. The persons we help, the 
poor, the sick have so much to 
give us.”

(Contributing to this sto-
ry was Francis X. Rocca in  
Manila.) 



14 - The
 Catholic Witness • January 23, 2015

By Anna Weaver
Catholic News Service

When the Seattle Seahawks step onto CenturyLink Field, 
the fervor of the “12th Man” may cause small earthquakes. 
But for 12 years, Father Tom Belleque made sure the team’s 
Catholic members also had the force of their faith with 
them on the field.

That’s because Father Belleque celebrated Mass for 
Catholic Seahawks players and coaches the night before 
every home game. “When I first went in I thought, ‘Oh, 
I can work that into my schedule, a Mass,’” he recalled 
of juggling being pastor of St. Louise Parish in Bellevue, 
Washington, with the Seahawks commitment.

He found that the role had an impact far beyond that.
“There’s a real strong fraternal bond between the guys 

who pray together each week,” Father Belleque said. “In 
that sense it’s like a small Christian community.”

Father Belleque’s celebration of Mass for the team ended 
in July when he became pastor of St. John the Evangelist 
Parish in Vancouver, Washington. He since has handed over 
his Seahawks role to two priests who live closer to Seattle. 
But he keeps in touch with the players and coaches with 
whom he prayed, counseled and befriended.

Among the Catholic Seahawks at the Masses were tight 
end Luke Willson, general manager John Schneider, de-
fensive coordinator Dan Quinn, assistant strength and con-
ditioning coach Jamie Yanchar and tight ends coach Pat 
McPherson. 

The priest, who was ordained for the Seattle Archdiocese 
in 1985, described the group as “a spiritually mature group 
of men” who “love their faith and deeply appreciate the fact 
that there’s priests who come” to say Mass for the team.

On home game weekends, the team gathers at their hotel 
for a pep talk, dinner and, for those who choose, the chance 
to go to Mass or a Protestant service. In a hotel meeting 
room, the small group of Catholics gather chairs around a 
table used as an altar for a simple Mass. Team members 
who attend say it makes a big impact.

“In playing and coaching there’s a lot of routine that goes 
into the game in terms of getting ready ... to prepare and 
perform,” Quinn said. “And for us, going and celebrating 
Mass, that’s a big part of that preparation, where it really 
gives you a chance to stay connected spiritually.”

“The relaxing factor for us to get in there and spend some 
time to unwind and think about something else outside of 
football is a huge thing,” Yanchar said.   

Father Belleque built a lot of silent prayer time into the 
Masses, allowing team members to “bring in whatever they 
need to prepare themselves for the next day.”

Home game homilies were not “like Knute Rockne and 
‘Win one for the Gipper,’” the priest said. But he often 
wove in a theme of “what it means to be a man of God and 
practical ways we live that out.”

The team members said they especially appreciated that 
Father Belleque’s homilies did not become motivational 
game speeches. “In that 30 minutes that we have, we’re 
just Catholics at that time,” McPherson said. “We’re not 

coaches or Seahawks or anything like that.”
Father Belleque’s services to the team included helping 

Seahawks with baptism preparation for their children, god-
parent preparation and counseling. He took prayer requests, 
presided at McPherson’s parents’ renewal of marriage 
vows, and recommended parishes to team members new 
in town. Father Belleque also often got calls from visiting 
teams looking to have Mass while they were in Seattle, and 
he would find a priest.

“It’s not just about celebrating Mass,” he said. “It’s re-
ally about forming community and being available for the 
spiritual needs of that group.”  

Although Father Belleque is no longer as close to the 
team, he left on a high note: getting to see the Seahawks 
win the Super Bowl last February.

On Super Bowl Sunday, Father Belleque said an extra 
prayer to Our Lady of Victory at all of his Masses and con-
tinued the practice on game days this season. When the Se-
ahawks won, he thought about how excited his late father, 
an original season ticket holder, would have been.

As for himself, Father Belleque was euphoric with the 
NFL championship. The priest, who grew up playing base-
ball, basketball and golf and throwing the discus, and had 
rooted for the Seahawks since their first season in 1976, 
now got to text a Super Bowl congrats to the Catholic team 
members he had spiritually supported.

“I just think the world of the guys,” he said. “I really 
do appreciate them, their deep faith and their desire to cel-
ebrate their faith together.” 

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

The wrestling programs at the four diocesan high 
schools that offer the sport continue on an upswing as the 
regular season winds to a close, and a number of indi-
vidual wrestlers are looking to make bids for district and 
state titles in the next month or so.

The four teams – Bishop McDevitt, Delone Catholic, 
Lancaster Catholic and Trinity – have been well repre-
sented in postseason competition for more than a decade, 
with at least one of the schools touting a District 3-AA 
championships every year since 2001, and five state 
champions in the past ten years. 

It’s a trend of success that’s primed to continue as dis-
trict and state medals are awarded come February and 
March. 

Bishop McDevitt sophomore John Pipa is a favorite for 
gold at 120 lbs. A district champ and state runner-up at 
106 last year, Pipa was crowned the 120-pound champ at 
the prestigious King of the Mountain tournament in De-
cember, which attracts many of the state’s top wrestlers. 
John’s brother David is among the top-ranked district 
wrestlers at 126 lbs., and the senior will look to contend 
for gold. 

Arguably the most improved team across District 3-AA 
are the Squires of Delone Catholic. They finished with a 
12-6 record last year, after winning just three dual meets 
in the previous two seasons. Now, the Squires stand sec-
ond in York-Adams Division III competition at 9-2, their 

only losses thus far to powerhouses Bermudian Springs 
and Milton Hershey. Delone’s turnaround is impressive, 
given that the Squires typically forfeit the bouts at 106 
and 113 with no one to fill those weight classes, auto-
matically giving 12 points to opponents. The Squires will 
carry momentum toward the district team championships, 
after nipping rival Biglerville 28-27 on senior night in 
McSherrystown. Brian Shermeyer at 152, Lucas Shull at 
160 and Josh Sneeringer at 170 may have the best chances 
to top the district podium at the individual tournament. 

At Lancaster Catholic, where Stephen Loiseau grabbed 
state gold at 182 in his senior season last year, Crusader 
fans have turned their attention to junior Joe Lobeck in 
the 113-pound class. Lobeck was arguably on track for 
a district title match at 106 last year when he was forced 
to default after misplacing his mouthpiece. He rallied 
through the consolation bracket to place third, and even-
tually made the podium at states. A determined Lobeck is 
motivated for gold this year. 

Trinity’s wrestling team, now in its fifth season, has 
found a youthful resurgence this year, thanks in part to 
freshmen like Caleb Bentley at 106, Trent Snader at 113, 
and Andrew Wert at 126. The youthful Shamrocks, cur-
rently mid-pack in the Mid-Penn Capital Division with 
Bishop McDevitt, are also led by junior Chase Draw-
baugh at 132, who was a District 3 runner-up at 113 last 
season. It would come as no surprise to see several Sham-
rocks on the district podium this year.

The District 3 team championships are Jan. 31 at Mil-
ton Hershey, with the state finals the following weekend 

Diocesan Wrestlers Gear  
up for Postseason Glory

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Brothers David and John Pipa scan the competition 
prior to John’s state championship match at 106 lbs. 
last year, where he placed second. The brothers from 
Bishop McDevitt seek the medal stand again this 
year, and John is a heavy favorite for gold at 120.

at the Giant Center in Hershey. The District 3 individual 
tournament takes place at Hersheypark Arena Feb. 20 and 
21, with the state finals on March 7 at the Giant Center.

Delone Catholic sophomore Brian Shermeyer maneuvers a pin over his opponent 
during a match against Camp Hill in early January. Shermeyer, who wrestles at 
152 lbs. for the Squires, was a district qualifier last year, winning 25 bouts.

Antonio Ugarte, top, a senior who wrestles at 120 for Delone, scores back-points 
on a cradle during a match at Camp Hill earlier this month. Ugarte is one of eight 
seniors on a Delone Catholic team that is currently second in York-Adams Divi-
sion III competition, despite difficulty filling the 106 and 113 weight classes.

Pastor Remains Seahawks Fan  
after Long Ministry to Team’s Catholics
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The names of the following  
deceased persons have been submit-
ted by their parishes:

ABBOTTSTOWN – Immaculate 
Heart of Mary: Regina Crews, John L. 
Schlaline.

BERWICK – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Doyle Ridall; St. 
Joseph: Delores A. Chemello, Addie 
Paolinelli, Primo Ricci.

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: 
Sharon Ann Zalonis.

BLUE RIDGE SUMMIT – St. 
Rita: Frances Appich.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: 
Regina Chonuskie, Rita Dailey, Mary 
Langan, Stanley Shirvinsky.

CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus 
Christi: Marguerite Myers Cole,  
Carmine A. Gargano, Charles J. 
Sweitzer, Robert F. Washabaugh, 
Lewis Wilson.

COLUMBIA – Holy Trinity: 
Theresa Cranford, Suzanne Place,  
Nellie M. Seibert.

CORNWALL – Sacred Heart of 
Jesus: Andrew Papson, Dolores  
Williams.

DANVILLE – St. Joseph: Rose 
Bender, Helen Kaiser, Nancy  
McWilliams, Robert Witmer.

ELIZABETHTOWN – St. Peter: 
Sandra Detz, Adella Fasano.

ENOLA – Our Lady of Lourdes: 
Arthur C. Sgrignoli.

FAIRFIELD – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Dorothy Pecher.

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis 
Xavier: Renee Clowney, James  
Kressley, Weldon Lane, Maria  
Trinidad Lopez, Marianne Moffett, 
Paul Phillips.

HANOVER – St. Joseph: Rosalie 
Breighner, Richard Hersl, Mari Cruz 
Rico Sernas, Robert W. Wells; St.  
Vincent de Paul: Ozella Altland, 
Thomas Bradley, Lottie Klunk,  
Darlene Olinger, Rosemary Staub.

HARRISBURG – Holy Family: 
Thomas Eureick, Gladys Fogarty, 
Robert Piccolo; Our Lady of the 
Blessed Sacrament: J. Robert Hawley, 
Catherine B. Marter, Peter J. Orsini, 
Charles Spaid, Dorothy K. Trav-
ers; St. Catherine Labouré: Francis 
Fleischman, Ann Krushinski, Rudy 
Paukner, Lina Rech; St. Francis of 
Assisi: Tommy Lee Griffin, Ulpiano 
Rivera; St. Margaret Mary: Jeannette 
F. Barbush, Mary Ann Mullen, Helen 
E. Sansone, Ana L. Spaeder, Roderick 
W. Turner.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: 
Richard Coates, Cynthia Jaglas, Mary 
Whalen.

KULPMONT – Holy Angels: 
Victor R. Martello, Alexander  
Pochekailo, Mary Katherine Sinopoli.

LANCASTER – Assumption BVM: 
Olivia Grace Dusablon, Evelyn  
Goldbach, Edna Martin, Robert 
McKelvey, Florence Papiernik, John 
Wickenheiser; St. Anne: Margaret 
Eshleman, Donald P. Platt; St. Joseph: 
Lucille Biese, George Geib, George 
Hackart, Sr., Mary E. Klouse,  
Theodore E. Martin, Jr., Otto Miezitis, 
Jay E. Wayde.

LEBANON – Assumption BVM: 
Richard Kovach, Cecelia Weiss, Steve 
Yockolovich.

LEWISTOWN – Sacred Heart of 
Jesus: Louis Jordan.

LYKENS – Our Lady Help of 
Christians: Michael L. Kerwin, II, 
Thomas Sigel, Jr.

MCSHERRYSTOWN – 
Annunciation BVM: Jean  
Dickensheets, Avemariea Grimes, 
Robert A. “Rob” Shrader.

MECHANICSBURG – St. Joseph: 
Jane Gallagher, Ethel Hudak, Irene 
Koester, Mary Margaret Pitzer; St. 
Katharine Drexel: Stanley Shoppel.

MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows 
BVM: Rosa Amspacher, Aletta Puskar, 
Joseph Sniscak.

MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the 
Apostle: Katherine Bozochovic,  
Kathryn Flood, Anthony Genoese, 
Mickina Genoese, John Hiemenz, 
Lawrence Klopfle, Adeline Biggs 
Schuler

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine 
Redeemer: James (Jip) Menapace, 
Helen Petruskevich, Henrietta P 
rzekop.

NEW CUMBERLAND – St. 
Theresa: Mary Irene (Renie) Abele, 
LeRoy Glancey, Robert McCann, Leo 
Piscioneri.

NEW FREEDOM – St. John the 
Baptist: George H. Rothlingshofer, Sr.

NEW OXFORD – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Mamie Fiorello, 
Theresa Overbaugh.

QUARRYVILLE – St. Catherine of 
Siena: Albina Boden.

ROHRERSTOWN – St. Leo the 
Great: Paul Burns, Leo Herzog, Agnes 
Quimby.

SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini: 
Clara Bartlinski, Jean Brokus, Ronald 
Dobson, Louise Hauer, Alexander 
Homski, Irene Steinhart.

STEELTON – Prince of Peace: 
Dorothy (Pansy) Krovic.

YORK – Immaculate Conception 
BVM: Michael Szumachowski, Robert 
Szumachowski; St. Patrick: Leona  
Ceroy; St. Rose of Lima: Theresa 
Crouse, John Golgan, Dorothea  
Spangler, LaDonna Verostic, Irene 
Zielinski.

Sister Consuela Bradley
Christian Charity Sister Consuela 

Bradley died at Holy Family Convent 
in Danville on Dec. 10. She was 91.

Born Dorothy Bradley in Philadel-
phia, she attended St. Francis de Sales 
School and West Philadelphia Catholic 
Girls’ High School before entering the 
religious community at Mallinckrodt 
Convent in Mendham, N.J., in 1941.

Sister Consuela taught in the elemen-
tary schools of the community in New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania from 1944-
1947. In September 1949, she began 
training for the nursing profession. She 
ministered at Divine Providence Hos-
pital in Williamsport, Pa., Holy Spirit 
Hospital in Camp Hill, the motherhouse 
convent in Mendham, and Holy Family 
Convent in Danville. From 1999-2001, 
Sister Consuela was a part-time volun-
teer at the St. Anthony Center in Wil-
liamsport. She moved to Holy Family 
Convent in 2001.

The funeral Mass was celebrated 
Dec. 13 in the chapel at Holy Fam-
ily Convent. Burial was in St. Joseph 
Cemetery, Danville.

Sister Ann Marie  
of the Trinity

Discalced Carmelite Sister Ann Ma-
rie of the Trinity (Anna Marie Cianci), 
88, of Emmanuel Center in Danville, 
died on Dec. 13 at Geisinger Medical 
Center in Danville.

Born in Reading, Pa., she graduated 
from Chestnut Hill College in Phila-
delphia and taught English for several 
years in the Abington School District 
in suburban Philadelphia. She entered 
the Carmelite Monastery in Boston in 
1964. In 1966, she was chosen to be 
one of the foundresses of the Carmelite 
Monastery in South Dartmouth, Mass. 
In this monastery, she served as por-
tress (receptionist), did correspondence 
for the community, and served in other 
monastic tasks.

With the closing of the monastery in 
South Dartmouth in 1985, Sister Ann 
Marie transferred to the Carmel of Ely-
sburg (now at Maria Hall in Danville) 
and served likewise, corresponding 
with friends and benefactors, as por-
tress, cook and in monastic roles as lec-
tor and leader of prayer. 

The funeral Mass was celebrated 
Dec. 17 in Maria Hall Chapel. Burial 
was in All Saints Cemetery, Elysburg.

Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in January during 
the past 25 years:

Msgr. William Lyons, 1993
Father Michael Homola, 2003
Deacon Ralph Runkle, 2005 
Father Wallace E. Sawdy, 2006
Msgr. Francis Kumontis, 2009
Father Thomas F. Langan, 2012

Sister Fidelis Sheeler
Christian Charity Sister Fidelis 

Sheeler died at Geisinger Medical Cen-
ter in Danville on Dec. 13. She was 85.

Born Margaret Sheeler in Hoovers-
ville, Pa., she attended Harrisburg 
Catholic High School when her family 
moved to Harrisburg. She entered the 
religious community at Mallinckrodt 
Convent in Mendham, N.J., in 1946.

Sister Fidelis’ entire religious life 
was dedicated to that of homemaker in 
the convents of the community, espe-
cially at St. Ann’s Academy in Wilkes-
Barre, Pa., Divine Providence Hospital 
in Williamsport, Pa., Holy Spirit Hos-
pital in Camp Hill, the motherhouse 
at Mendham, and Holy Family Con-
vent in Danville, as well as some con-
vents in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 
She also made crafts each year for the 
Bloomsburg Fair and received numer-
ous ribbons and awards for her artistic 
ability.

The funeral Mass was celebrated 
Dec. 17 in the chapel at Holy Fam-
ily Convent. Burial was in St. Joseph 
Cemetery, Danville. 

Sister Mary Jerome Kunetz
Christian Charity Sister Mary Jerome 

Kunetz died at Geisinger Medical Cen-
ter in Danville on Jan. 7. She was 96.

Born Marie Kunetz in Beaver Brook, 
Pa., she entered the Congregation 
of the Sisters of Christian Charity at 
Mallinckrodt Convent in Mendham, 
N.J., in 1945, after becoming acquaint-
ed with the Sisters of Christian Charity 
while attending Mass at Holy Trinity 
Church in Hazleton, Pa.

The majority of Sister Mary Jerome’s 
religious years were dedicated as teach-
er in the elementary and high schools 
of the community in Maryland, New 
York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania. 
She moved to Holy Family Convent in 
Danville in 2011.

The funeral Mass was celebrated Jan. 
10 in the chapel at Holy Family Con-
vent. Burial was in St. Joseph Ceme-
tery, Danville.

National Pro-Life Speaker to  
Keynote Banquet for Carlisle Area Family Life Center

The Carlisle Area Family Life Center, a crisis pregnancy and family resource 
and support center, is accepting seat reservations and sponsorships for its Cel-
ebrate Life Banquet on March 26 at St. Patrick Church Activity Center in Car-
lisle. The keynote speaker will be Georgette Forney, president of Anglicans for 
Life and co-founder of Silent No More Awareness Campaign.

Since 1979, the Carlisle Area Family Life Center has offered counseling, 
education, referrals and baby/maternity clothing, food and supplies to anyone 
in a crisis situation regardless of background or life circumstances. The center 
helps over 1,400 people every year. All services are able to be offered free of 
charge due to the generous support of the community.

Silent No More Awareness is a national initiative that raises awareness about 
the tragic physical, mental and emotional effects of abortion. After every March 
for Life, the front of the U.S. Supreme Court, participants with Silent No More 
Awareness provide powerful testimonies about their abortion experiences. 

The Celebrate Life Banquet will begin at 5 p.m., with hors d’oeuvres and a 
silent auction. A catered pasta buffet dinner will begin at 6:30 p.m., followed 
by the banquet program at 7:30. All proceeds will support the center’s current 
programs and launch initiatives to provide ultrasound and maternity housing 
services. 

Seats are $35 each. Payment may be made via cash or check, with checks 
payable to Carlisle Area Family Life Center. No actual tickets will be issued. 
Several sponsorship opportunities are also available. For information on reser-
vations or sponsorships, call Lori Peters, executive director, at 717-243-6544.

Charismatic Renewal Workshop Planned
The Diocesan Catholic Charismatic Renewal will host a Healing and Em-

powerment Workshop, “Taking It to the Streets,” on Saturday, February 21, 
2015, from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. in the social hall of Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Har-
risburg. Keynote speaker is Maria Vadia, author and the founder of The Glory 
of God Foundation, which works to make Jesus known to the nations through 
the preaching of the Gospel. A presentation and Prayers for Healing will be 
open to the public on Friday, February 20 at 6 p.m. 

Early registration for the workshop is $15 through January 31; registration at 
the door is $20. Space is limited to 200 for the Saturday workshop. To register, 
contact Mary Ann Campion at 717-564-7709 or macandclh@comcast.net.



Consistent with its policy of providing financial disclosure, the Diocese 
of Harrisburg is once again presenting the financial statements of its Central 
Offices and Ministries. The financial statements presented here for the fiscal 
years ended June 30, 2014 and 2013 were prepared in accordance with Gen-
erally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) and were audited by the in-
dependent certified public accounting firm McKonly and Asbury, LLP. These 
financial reports do not include the financial status of diocesan parishes and 
schools or Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg, PA. Inc. Each 
of these entities maintains its own set of fiscal records and reports individu-
ally to its own particular constituencies. The complete financial reports for 
the diocese, together with the independent auditor’s report and notes to the 
financial statements, are available from Harrisburg Catholic Administrative 
Services, Inc. (HCAS) upon request.
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DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG
OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

(717) 657-4805
FAx (717) 657-1370

4800 UnIOn DEPOSIT ROAD
HARRISBURG, PEnnSylvAnIA 17111-3710

BISHOP’SOFFICE@HBGDIOCESE.ORG
www.HBGDIOCESE.ORG

Dear Friends in Christ,
I am pleased to share with you the audited Diocesan Financial Report for 

the fiscal year ended June 30, 2014. This audited report reflects your contin-
ued and generous financial support for the overall mission of the Diocese of 
Harrisburg.

As stewards of the gifts God has given us, each of us has our role to play in 
fulfilling the mandate of Christ and the mission of His Church. The vast ar-
ray of pastoral, educational and charitable ministries, and outreach programs 
throughout the fifteen counties of Central Pennsylvania could not go forward 
without the faith-filled gifts of your time, talent, and treasure. Your gener-
ous and consistent support of our parishes, the Diocese, the Lenten Appeal, 
Pentecost, Matthew 25, national and global collections enable us to touch the 
lives of a countless number of our brothers and sisters, hopefully including 
you and your loved ones as well. In addition, the prudent use of our resources 
also enables us to have hope for the future.

As your Bishop, I am grateful for both your prayers as well as your gener-
ous and consistent support. Because of your faithful response, we are able to 
accomplish these many good works.

May God bless you and your loved ones with His gifts of health, grace, and 
peace.

    Sincerely in Christ,

    
    Most  Reverend Ronald W. Gainer

Diocesan Financial Report

The accompanying notes are an integral
part of these financial statements.
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DIOCESAN ADMINISTRATIVE ENTITIES OF
THE DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG

STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION

YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2014 AND 2013

2014 2013

Cash and cash equivalents 4,507,120$     6,142,194$     
Accounts receivable 162,482        165,332        
Mortgage and lots receivable 656,000        -           
Accrued interest receivable 367,126        338,058        
Inventory 468,052        398,582        
Prepaid expenses 109,643        186,062        
Investments 122,040,943    108,651,671    
Due from other entities 1,344,003      1,542,672      
Funds held in trust by others 432,788 397,241

130,088,157    117,821,812    

Notes and loans receivable 25,959,841     28,219,019     
Less allowance for doubtful loans (7,497,664)     (5,857,074)     

Notes and loans receivable, net 18,462,177     22,361,945     

Property and equipment, less accumulated depreciation 20,451,802     21,116,353     

Total assets 169,002,136$   161,300,110$   

Accounts payable and accrued expenses 1,447,617$     1,801,563$     
Deferred revenue 6,721,630      6,613,104      

8,169,247      8,414,667      
Deposits payable

Parishes 49,905,274     47,929,381     
Schools 12,329,153     11,466,857     
Parish perpetual care 3,464,939      3,429,990      
Other sources 5,615,450      4,939,467      

Total deposits payable 71,314,816     67,765,695     

Accrued priests' pension and postretirement benefits 18,965,186     19,729,586     
Estimated liability for self-insurance 5,617,673      6,154,503      
Funds held in custody for others 1,771,119      2,031,796      
Mortgage payable 603,320        638,197        
Liability for future memorial purchases 303,859        263,144        
Annuities payable on behalf of others 2,111,440      2,186,109      

Total liabilities 108,856,660    107,183,697    

Net assets
Unrestricted

Undesignated (4,307,949)     (3,597,034)     
Designated 57,319,844     51,384,871     

Total unrestricted 53,011,895     47,787,837     

Temporarily restricted 402,392        392,392        
Permanently restricted 6,731,189      5,936,184      

Total net assets 60,145,476     54,116,413     

Total liabilities and net assets 169,002,136$   161,300,110$   

ASSETS

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

(continued)
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DIOCESAN ADMINISTRATIVE ENTITIES OF
THE DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES

YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2014 AND 2013

2014 2013

Changes in unrestricted net assets
Revenues and gains
Intradiocesan billings, primarily self-insurance   
 premiums 16,465,987$  15,193,827$  
Lenten Appeal, contributions and bequests 6,806,239    6,869,497    
Interest and dividends 4,664,381    4,291,273    
Cemetery sales 1,691,612    1,920,193    
Program service fees 990,175      694,770      
Rental income 267,142      297,991      
Other 952,182      335,585      

Total unrestricted revenues and gains 31,837,718   29,603,136   

Net assets released from restrictions
Expiration of restrictions 703,990 797,741

Total unrestricted revenues, gains, and
 other support 32,541,708   30,400,877   

Expenses and losses
Supporting services
General secretariat 619,606      677,967      
Temporalities
Administrative support
Plant operation 1,465,885    1,496,987    
Other administrative support 2,594,524    2,477,439    
Fund raising 259,946      258,847      
Diocesan support for parishes and schools 755,044      772,499      
Diocesan support for Catholic Charities 932,037      929,437      
Cemetery operations 1,397,987    1,589,859    
Insurance 14,640,349   13,423,840   

Programs
Education 830,148      918,335      
Clergy and religious life 2,065,046    2,019,242    
Catholic life and evangelization 1,324,340    1,096,722    
Canonical services 579,724      573,961      
Communications 857,583      886,971      
FOCUS 367,458      341,384      
Interest - deposits payable 1,131,027    1,123,288    
Other 1,837,494    890,280      

Total expenses and losses 31,658,198   29,477,058   

 The accompanying notes are an integral
part of these financial statements.
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DIOCESAN ADMINISTRATIVE ENTITIES OF
THE DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES (Cont'd)

YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2014 AND 2013

2014 2013

Change in unrestricted net assets, before other changes 883,510      923,819      
Other changes
Net gains (losses) on investments 4,539,020   1,942,428   
Depreciation and amortization (724,091)    (985,816)    
Change in obligations for priests' pension
 and postretirement benefits 525,619      2,792,453    

Change in unrestricted net assets 5,224,058    4,672,884    

Changes in temporarily restricted net assets
Contributions 713,990 797,741
Net gains (losses) on investments -         -         
Net assets released from restrictions (703,990)     (797,741)     

Change in temporarily restricted
 net assets 10,000       -         

Changes in permanently restricted net assets
Contributions 11,560 13,142
Net gains (losses) on investments 783,445      729,391      

Change in permanently restricted
 net assets 795,005      742,533      

Change in net assets 6,029,063    5,415,417    

Net assets, beginning of year 54,116,413   48,700,996   

Net assets, end of year 60,145,476$  54,116,413$  

 The accompanying notes are an integral
part of these financial statements.
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DIOCESAN ADMINISTRATIVE ENTITIES OF
THE DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG

STATEMENTS OF CASH FLOWS

YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2014 AND 2013

2014 2013

Cash flows from operating activities
Change in net assets 6,029,063$ 5,415,417$
Adjustments to reconcile change in net assets to net cash
 and cash equivalents provided by operating activities
Depreciation and amortization 724,091 985,816
Net (gains) losses on investments (5,322,465) (2,671,819)
Gain on disposal of property and equipment (665,310) (94,289)
Allowance for doubtful accounts 1,640,590 673,507
(Increase) decrease in
Accounts receivable 2,850 (42,032)
Accrued interest receivable (29,068) 95,652
Inventory (69,470) (51,443)
Prepaid expenses 76,419 (48,757)
Due from other entities 198,669 (615,644)

Increase (decrease) in
Accounts payable and accrued expenses (353,946) 166,964
Deferred revenue 108,526 (93,976)
Accrued priests' pension and postretirement benefits (764,400) (2,792,453)
Estimated liability for self-insurance (536,830) 1,690,103
Funds held in custody for others (260,677) 422,554
Liability for future memorial purchases 40,715 (11,776)
Annuities payable on behalf of others (74,669) 112,224

Net cash and cash equivalents provided by (used in) 
 operating activities 744,088 3,140,048

Cash flows from investing activities
Purchase of property and equipment (341,746) (273,452)
Proceeds from sale of property and equipment 291,516 99,247
Issuance of notes and loans receivable (1,967,368) (4,086,758)
Proceeds from payments on notes and loans receivable 4,226,546 7,513,738
Proceeds from sale or maturity of investments 178,655,036 153,832,244
Purchase and reinvestment of investments (186,757,390) (162,383,474)

Net cash and cash equivalents provided by (used in)
  investing activities (5,893,406) (5,298,455)

Cash flows from financing activities
Payments on mortgage payable (34,877) (33,345)
Increase (decrease) in deposits payable 3,549,121 5,750,632

Net cash and cash equivalents provided by (used in)
 financing activities 3,514,244 5,717,287

Net increase (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents (1,635,074) 3,558,880

Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of year 6,142,194 2,583,314

Cash and cash equivalents, end of year 4,507,120$ 6,142,194$

Summary of non-cash investing and financing activities
Issuance of mortgage and lots receivable 656,000$ -$
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                            Compiled by Jen Reed
Spiritual Offerings

A York Deanery Mass to celebrate Catholic Schools Week 
will be celebrated by Bishop Ronald Gainer on Jan. 24 at 4 
p.m. in the auditorium at York Catholic High School. All are 
invited to attend. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in the Taize style will 
take place at Good Shepherd Church in Camp Hill on Jan. 
31 from 7-8 p.m. Come join us in adoration of Our Lord in 
a unique setting! Taize (pronounced taz-ZAY) adoration is 
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in church, lit only in beau-
tiful candlelight and accompanied by songs from the Taize 
monastic community – which through repeating a single verse 
or two, draw the human spirit into deeper communion with our 
Creator. Periods of silent adoration and contemplation of Our 
Lord are interspersed with gentle singing and flute accompani-
ment of simple chants and listening to brief scripture readings. 
Spend an hour, or whatever time you can, in adoration in the 
Taize style before the Real Presence of Jesus Christ. Taize 
adoration is sponsored by the Good Shepherd Legion of Mary. 
Contact Elizabeth Tomalis at 717-763-4920 for more informa-
tion.

Mass with prayers for healing will be celebrated Feb. 3 at 7 
p.m. at St. Theresa Church in Cumberland by Father Anthony 
Raja. The Mass is sponsored by the Pilgrims of Praise and 
Life in the Spirit prayer groups. For more information, call 
Mary Ann at 717-564-7709 or 717-737-7551.

Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey will be 
held Feb. 4 at 7 p.m. Father Pius Michael Tukura will preside. 
Come and adore Jesus through prayer, praise, worship and 
music. A reception will be held in the cafeteria.    

Sacred Heart Devotions – First Fridays. A holy hour of 
Reparation to the Sacred Heart of Jesus will be held on Feb. 6 
at 7 p.m. at St. Mary’s Chapel, 217 Maple Street, Wrightsville. 
This devotion, designated by our Savior Himself, is to make 
Jesus Christ ardently and perfectly loved and to make repara-
tion for the outrages offered to Him in the past. For more 
information, contact the parish office at 717-684-7070.

A Pro-Life Mass is offered every first Saturday of the month 
at 8 a.m. Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church in Har-
risburg. The next Mass will be Feb. 7. Following Mass, the 
Rosary and Chaplet of Divine Mercy will be prayed in front 
of the Hillcrest Clinic in Harrisburg. The Rosary will also be 
prayed after Mass inside Our Lady’s for those who cannot 
tolerate the weather. All participants are invited to gather for 
breakfast at Yankee Doodle Restaurtan in Wormleysburg after 
the Rosary.  

St. Peter Parish in Elizabethtown will be celebrating a 
Mass with prayers for healing Feb. 9 at 7 p.m. at the new St. 
Peter Church, 904 Mill Rd. The celebrant will be Father Steve 
Fauser, pastor. For additional information, contact the church 
office at 717-367-1255.

St. Benedict the Abbot Parish in Lebanon invites all in 
celebration of the Feast of Sts. Cyril and Methodius during 
Mass at 3 p.m. Feb. 14. Following the Mass, we will gather in 
the Parish Center for a celebration dinner. RSVP to the parish 
office by Feb. 1 at 717-450-4506. There will be no Saturday 4 
p.m. Mass that evening.

Education,  
Enrichment & Support

The Pastoral Care Department at Holy Spirit Hospital 
in Camp Hill will be offering sessions of its bereavement 
program every Wednesday through until Feb. 11. This is a 
free program. Interested persons may call Sister Margaret 
Washington at 717-972-4255 or the Pastoral Care secretary 
at 717-763-2118 for registration and further information.

The St. Francis Xavier Parish Adult Education Program 
will present a five week series on The History of Schism and 
Heresy in the Church: The Early Church Up To and Includ-
ing the Protestant Reformation” on Thursday evenings Jan. 
15 - Feb. 12 at 7 p.m. at the parish’s Xavier Center in Get-
tysburg. Dr. Owen Phalen, Assistant Professor of Church 
History at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md., will 
instruct. Please join us for what promises to be another excel-
lent opportunity to better know and understand our Catholic 
faith. For more information, contact John Knowles, Adult 
Education Coordinator, at 717-677-4420.

Holy Spirit Hospital in Camp Hill has teamed up with 
cardiologists, cardiac surgeons, and health professionals to 
provide cardiac health education, as well as group support 
to patients, their families, and caregivers to promote lifelong 
heart healthy living. Holy Spirit’s “Spirited Hearts” cardiac 
support group meeting will be held Jan. 28 from 6-7:30 p.m. 
in the hospital’s auditorium. Christopher Spizzieri, DO, Holy 
Spirit Cardiology, will present “What is Ejection Fraction?” He 
will also speak about nutritional supplements. A question and 
answer session will follow the presentation. To register, call 
717-972-7690 or email spiritedhearts@hsh.org.

Theology on Tap – Lancaster will hold its next session on 
Jan. 28 at Annie Bailey’s Irish Pub in Lancaster. Father Paul 
CB Schenck will speak on “Communion of Saints: Friends 
on Our Spiritual Journey,” and will share his personal journey 
from Judaism to becoming a Catholic priest with the help of 
the saints. Evening begins with a happy half hour at 7 p.m., 
followed by the speaker at Q&A at 7:30 p.m. Visit www.
totlancaster.com.

Catholic End of Life Discussion for Those Involved in 
Health Care. This film and panel event will be offered Jan. 31 
from 9-11 a.m. at St. Joseph Church in York. This discussion 
is for Catholics involved in healthcare – doctors, advanced 
practice clinicians, nurses, therapists, social workers, 
chaplains, and administrators. Please join us for this event 
that will begin with a short film, “Consider the Conversation 
2,” followed by a panel discussion which will include priests, 
Catholic healthcare workers and lawyers. The event will take 
place in the St. Francis Meeting Room. There is no charge, 
but participants are asked to register in advance with the 
church office at 717-755-7503 or SJC@sjy.org. For more in-
formation, contact Chris Echterling at cechterling@comcast.
net or 717-851-5459. 

“Consider the Conversation - End of Life Discussion from 
a Catholic Perspective.” This film and panel event will be 
held Feb. 7 from 9-11 a.m. at St. Joseph Church in York. The 
Catholic Church has much guidance on end of life issues, but 
many do not understand the Church’s guidance, including 
what “ordinary” and “extraordinary” means of life support are.  
Catholics can create Advanced Directives including, Durable 
Power of Attorneys. The event that will begin with a short film, 
“Consider the Conversation,” followed by a panel discussion 
which will include priests, Catholic healthcare workers and 
lawyers. There is no charge, but participants are asked to 
register in advance with the church office at 717-755-7503 or 
SJC@sjy.org. For more information, contact Chris Echterling 
at cechterling@comcast.net or 717-851-5459.

Holy Spirit Hospital – A Geisinger Affiliate is offering free 
CPR classes Feb. 14 in Holy Spirit Hospital’s auditorium, 
Camp Hill. Participants will learn the signs of a stroke, heart 
attack, cardiopulmonary arrest, and airway obstruction, and 
how to correctly use an automated external defibrillator 
(AED) for adults and children. “BLS for Healthcare Provid-
ers” will be offered from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. The “Heartsaver AED” 
class will be offered to community members. Participants 
may elect to learn adult and child CPR and/or infant CPR. 
This class begins at 9 a.m. After successfully completing the 
course, each participant will receive a course completion 
card. To register for these free classes, call 717-972-4262.

Women of Grace One Day Conference will take place 
March 7 at St. Thomas More Parish Pittsburgh. Bus depart-
ing from Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg at 4:30 
a.m. Bus cost is approximately $45. Register online at www.
pgh.womenofgrace.com or 800-558-5452; $35 suggestion 
donation, but flexible. For bus reservation, contact Chris 
Arnold at 717-671-9256 or carnold@womenofgrace.com by 
Jan. 31.  

Events & Fund-Raisers
Lancaster Catholic High School will host its first Fine & 

Performing Arts Concert and Lecture Series of the new year 
titled Beethoven’s Sonata Cycle, Program Four, the Final 
Concert.  The program will be held Jan. 23 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Old Main Auditorium, and will feature LCHS Fine & Perform-
ing Arts staff member, Dr. Michael Jamanis, on the violin and 
his mother, Francis Veri, on the piano. Free admission, but 
donations will be accepted to support the Fine & Performing 
Arts Concert and Lecture Series. 

York Catholic High School will host “Battle of the Build-
ings” on Jan. 24 from 5:30-7 p.m. in the school gym. This 
inaugural event will feature friendly competition among the 
York Deanery school teachers. Come join the fun and cheer 
your favorite team. Admission is a nonperishable food item to 
support the Catholic Harvest Food Pantry. Contact Heather 
Hoffman at 717-846-8871, ext. 20 for information.

Lebanon Catholic School will host the annual “Breakfast 
with the Beaver” Jan. 25 from 9:00 a.m.-noon. Enjoy an all-
you-can-eat hot breakfast buffet as Lebanon Catholic School 
begins the annual kick-off celebration of Catholic Schools 
Week. Buffet includes some new breakfast items: French 
toast, assorted Danish and pastries, and fresh fruit cup will 
be served in addition to scrambled eggs, sausage, and home 
fries with your choice of coffee, hot cocoa, orange and apple 
juice, milk and chocolate milk. Cost is $6 per person. Chil-
dren under 4 are free. Advanced tickets are preferred, but not 
necessary. Call 717-273-3731, ext. 329 for more information.

St. Theresa School in New Cumberland will be hosting 
an Open House on Jan. 25 from 9 a.m.-noon. Teachers and 
students will be available to greet you and take you on a tour 
of the school.  Refreshments will be served. 

St. Joseph School in York will hold its Catholic Schools 
Week Open House on Jan. 28 from 9-11a.m. and 6:30-8 
p.m. Everyone will have an opportunity to meet our princi-
pal, Mrs. Byrnes. Teachers will be available to speak with 
families during the evening session. Guided tours will be 
provided. We educate 3-year-olds through 6th grade. Contact 
Director of Development Lisa Cartwright for more information 
at cartwright@sjy.org. Visit our Web site at www.sjy.org. 

Lebanon Catholic School will host “Walk Through Wednes-
day” on Jan. 28 from 9 a.m.-noon. Student led tours will be 
provided to alumni and friends of LC that will showcase what 
our students are learning and what they have accomplished.

The Old Testament account of Daniel in the lions’ den 
will come alive when Maranatha Productions dramatizes the 
faithfulness of Daniel and the power of God at St. Joseph 
School in Mechanicsburg on Jan. 30 as part of the school’s 
Catholic Schools Week celebration. When King Darius 
decrees that everyone within his kingdom must worship him 
or suffer the fate of being thrown into the lions’ den, Daniel’s 
faith is tested. He chooses to continue to pray in the open to 
his God, the true God, and consequently faces the fate of the 

lions’ den. In the end, God’s faithfulness is demonstrated in 
response to Daniel’s faithfulness – a lesson with meaning 
for today and for people of all ages. Maranatha Productions, 
Inc., is a nonprofit production company based in Lancaster, 
that for over forty years has dramatized accounts from the 
Bible as well as true stories of faith-based lives in churches 
and schools, at camps and retreats, and for retirement 
homes and community organizations. To set up a tour of St. 
Joseph School, call Monique Abbas at 717-766-2564. 

A spaghetti dinner to benefit the religious education 
program at St. Rose of Lima Parish in York will be held from 
4-7 p.m. on Jan 31 in St. Rose of Lima’s dining hall. Rosario 
Campisi, executive chef for WellSpan, will cook the spaghetti 
sauce. The dinner will feature spaghetti with meatballs and 
sausage, salad, bread and a beverage for $8 for adults and 
$4 for children ages 6-12. Free for children under 5. Tickets 
are available after Masses. Call Sharon Egan at 717-220-
5629 for more information.

Sacred Heart School in Conewago will hold an Open 
House on Feb. 1 from 8-11:30 a.m. Tour the school and 
learn about Sacred Heart School’s commitment to a Catholic 
education for your Child. Meet Mrs. Crystal Noel, principal, 
who will be available to answer your questions. If you are 
unable to make this date, call the school at 717-632-8715  to 
schedule an appointment or visit the school website at www.
shspa.org. 

Join St. Margaret Mary School “On the Town” Feb. 7 from 
5:30-11 p.m. at the Zembo Shrine Auditorium in Harrisburg. 
Enjoy bidding on fine items in the silent auction, dine at the 
delicious buffet and dance the night away to popular cover 
band “Smooth Like Clyde.” Tickets are $70 per person and 
are available by calling the school at 717-232-3771. Table 
reservations available. All tickets must be purchased prior to 
the event.

St. Richard Parish in Manheim will hold its annual 
Spaghetti and Meatball Dinner on Feb. 13 from 4:30-8:30 
p.m. Tickets are $9 per adult, $4 for children 4-10, and free 
for children under 3. Tickets may be purchased at the door 
or in advance.

St. Philip’s Preschool in Millersville is hosting an Ameri-
can Girl Doll Bingo on Feb. 13. Little girls and their loving 
grown-ups are invited for a fun-filled evening of Bingo, 
raffles, food and prizes. Oodles of American Girl Doll mer-
chandise will be available for winning: dolls, pets, furniture, 
accessories, etc. Doors will open at 5 p.m., and there will be 
a special early-bird game at 6:15 p.m. for the 2015 Doll of 
the Year, Grace Thomas. Regular games will begin at 6:30 
p.m. Tickets are $20 for adults, and $10 for children when 
accompanied by a paying adult. The event will be held in the 
St. Philip’s gym. Call 717-842-2007 for advance tickets or for 
more information.

Divine Redeemer Parish in Mount Carmel will hold a 
Theme Basket Bingo on Feb. 15 in Divine Mercy Hall. Doors 
open at 1 p.m., Bingo starts at 2 p.m. Food will be available 
for sale. Entrance fee is $20. Call ahead for seating at 570-
373-5936 or 570-205-8751.

“Destination: Unknown,” a drama written by St. Joseph 
parishioner G. Francis VonWald, will be presented by the 
Iris Dramatic & Social Club of St. Mary’s Church in York on 
Feb. 15 at 3 p.m. in the Church Social Hall. This play, about 
four people who wake up on a train without any idea how 
they got there or where they’re going, is a thought-provoking 
story that is especially relevant as we begin the season of 
Lent. Admission is free and light refreshments will be served. 
For more information, call the parish office at 717-845-7629.

Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary School in 
McSherrystown will hold its 12th Silent Auction and Dinner 
on March 28 in the school gym. For more details, visit www.
abvmschool.org.

Parish & Organization News
Lancaster Catholic High School seeks a full-time, long 

term substitute French teacher to complete the 2014-2015 
school year. Minimum qualifications: PA certification (or 
equivalent) and appropriate clearances. Preferred qualifica-
tions: Bachelor’s degree in French or English, and educa-
tion and/or experience in teaching French in a middle/high 
school. Interested applicants should forward cover letter, 
résumé, certifications and list of references to Mrs. Cecile 
Carr, ccarr@lchsyes.org.

Harrisburg Catholic Elementary School is seeking a dedi-
cated, inspirational, and enthusiastic sixth grade homeroom 
teacher beginning on approximately April 28 and continuing 
through the beginning weeks of the 2015–2016 school year. 
The position will entail instruction in Social Studies for sixth 
through eighth grades and instruction in religion, reading, 
and science for the homeroom class. Interested candidates 
should forward their application, résumé, and copies of cur-
rent clearances to Harrisburg Catholic Elementary School, 
555 South 25th Street, Harrisburg, PA, 17104, Attn: Mr. David 
Rushinski or e-mail materials to drushinski@hbgcathelem.
org.

Trinity High School in Camp Hill is seeking a Head Varsity 
Boys Soccer Coach. Interested candidates should forward a 
coaching résumé and coaching philosophy to Gary Bricker, 
Athletic Director, at gbricker@thsrocks.us.

Volunteers are needed for hospital ministry at the Har-
risburg Hospital and the Community General Osteopathic 
Hospital of PinnacleHealth. Contact Father Stephen Shin at 
717-756-0260 or capshin@hotmail.com if you are interested 
and available for this rewarding ministry. 
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Catholic News Service

The Supreme Court Jan. 16 agreed 
to hear four cases over the constitu-
tionality of same-sex marriage, tack-
ling the questions of whether the 14th 
Amendment requires states to allow 
such marriages and whether it requires 
them to recognize same-sex marriages 
licensed in other states.

In brief orders, the court accepted 
petitions from Tennessee, Michigan, 
Kentucky and Ohio, consolidating 
them into one hearing that will be 
held probably in late April, meaning 
a decision would likely come before 
the end of the term in late June. The 
court allotted an unusually lengthy pe-
riod of time for oral arguments, two 
and a half hours, compared to a typical 
60-minute period.

As of Jan. 16, 36 states and the 
District of Columbia allow same-sex 
marriages, either under court rulings 
or state laws. In the other 14 states, 
they are prohibited, but those bans are 

all under legal challenge.
The Catholic Church upholds mar-

riage as a union between one man 
and one woman and teaches that any 
sexual activity outside of marriage is 
sinful. The Church also teaches that 
homosexual attraction itself is not sin-
ful and that homosexual people “must 
be accepted with respect, compassion 
and sensitivity.”

The chairman of the U.S. bishops’ 
Subcommittee for the Promotion and 
Defense of Marriage said that a deci-
sion by the Supreme Court on wheth-
er a state may define marriage as the 
union of one man and one woman 
“may be the most significant court 
decision since the court’s tragic 1973 
Roe v. Wade decision making abortion 
a constitutional right.”

“It’s hard to imagine how the essen-
tial meaning of marriage as between 
the two sexes, understood in our na-
tion for over 200 years, and consistent 
with every society throughout all of 
human history, could be declared il-

legal,” Archbishop Salvatore J. Cord-
ileone of San Francisco said in a Jan. 
16 statement.

Upholding traditional marriage “is 
not a judgment on anyone,” he said. 
“It is a matter of justice and truth. The 
central issue at stake is: what is mar-
riage? The answer is: a bond which 
unites a man and a woman to each 
other and to any children who come 
from their union.”

After the court announced it would 
take the marriage cases, U.S. Attorney 
General Eric Holder said the Obama 
administration would file an amicus, 
or friend of the court, brief calling for 
a decision by the justices that would 
“make marriage equality a reality for 
all Americans.”

James Esseks, director of the Les-
bian Gay Bisexual Transgender & 
HIV Project of the American Civil 
Liberties Union, said in a statement 
the ACLU was “thrilled the court will 
finally decide this issue. ... The coun-
try is ready for a national solution that 

treats lesbian and gay couples fairly.” 
The ACLU is a co-counsel in the Ken-
tucky case.

In 2013 the Supreme Court – in sep-
arate 5-4 rulings – struck down parts 
of the federal Defense of Marriage 
Act, or DOMA, defining marriage as 
between one man and one woman, 
and also refused to rule on the merits 
of a challenge to California’s Propo-
sition 8, the voter-approved initiative 
barring same-sex marriage.

In the June 26 ruling on DOMA, 
the court said the federal government 
could not deny benefits to same-sex 
couples that were legally married in 
states that allow such unions based on 
the Equal Protection Clause. The jus-
tices the same day sent back to lower 
courts a challenge to Prop 8, saying 
the individuals who defended the law 
in court lacked the legal standing to do 
so. On June 28, 2013, a stay on allow-
ing same-sex marriage in California 
was lifted and such marriages were 
able to resume. 

Supreme Court Agrees to Take up  
Same-Sex Marriage Cases this Term

Catholic News Service

In a 19-page reflection on the “racial divide” 
in the United States, Bishop Edward K. Brax-
ton of Belleville, Ill., who is African-Ameri-
can, said he twice had been the victim of what 
he considered to be unjust police attitudes.

The episodes “made me very conscious of 
the fact that simply by being me, I could be 
the cause of suspicion and concern without do-
ing anything wrong,” wrote Bishop Braxton 
in “The Racial Divide in the United States: A 
Reflection for the World Day of Peace 2015,” 
issued Jan. 1.

In the first episode, when Bishop Braxton 
was a priest, “I was simply walking down a 
street in an apparently all-white neighborhood. 
A police car drove up beside me and the officer 
asked, ‘What are you doing in this area? Do 
you live around here? Where is your car? You 
should not be wandering about neighborhoods 
where you do not live.’ I never told him I was 
a Catholic priest, but I wondered what it was 
I was doing to attract the attention of the offi-
cer,” he said. “This was long before I heard the 
expression, ‘walking while black.’”

In the second episode, Bishop Braxton, by 
this time a bishop, said he was “driving in my 
car in an apparently all-white neighborhood 
with two small chairs in the back seat and a 
table in the partially open trunk tied with a 
rope. A police car with flashing lights pulled 
me over. The officer asked, ‘Where are you go-
ing with that table and those chairs?’ Before 
I could answer, he asked, ‘Where did you get 
them?’ Then he said, ‘We had a call about a 
suspicious person driving through the area 
with possibly stolen furniture in his trunk.’ I 
wondered what I was doing to make someone 
suspicious. Many years would pass before I 
would hear the expression ‘racial profiling.’”

In neither case was Bishop Braxton wearing cleri-
cal garb. Even so, “I am not a completely impartial 
outside observer in the face of these events.”

In his “call to Christian dialogue,” Bishop Brax-
ton alluded to Pope Francis’ choice of theme for the 
2015 World Day of Peace: “No Longer Slaves, but 
Brothers and Sisters.” In addition to physical bond-
age, the bishop said, “there are also forms of so-
cial, emotional and psychological slavery: slavery 
to prejudice, racism, bias, anger, frustration, rage, 
violence and bitterness in the face of systemic injus-

Reflection on U.S. ‘Racial Divide’  
is Personal for Illinois Bishop

Bishop Edward K.  
Braxton of Belleville,  

Ill., delivers the  
homily during the 
opening Mass at 

the National Black 
Catholic Congress 

XI in Indianapolis 
in this photo  

from 2012.
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tices. Regrettably, these forms of slavery endure in 
the United States and they are born from the tragedy 
of the European ‘slave trade.’”

Bishop Braxton wrote, “Many young students of 
history are surprised, even shocked, to learn that 
Catholic institutions and religious communities 
‘owned’ human beings from West Africa as enslaved 
workers on their plantations.”

He quoted a now-deceased auxiliary bishop of 
Newark, New Jersey, Joseph A. Francis, who, when 
asked why there were so few African-American 

Catholics, replied, “If you had seen and heard 
what I have seen and heard, you would not be 
amazed that there are so few, you would be 
amazed that there are so many.”

The Belleville Diocese, headed by Bishop 
Braxton, is directly east of the Archdiocese 
of St. Louis, scene of near-constant protests 
over the police killing in August of unarmed 
African-American teenager Michael Brown 
in suburban Ferguson, Missouri. With the two 
dioceses separated by the Mississippi River, 
Belleville is only 23 miles from St. Louis.

Bishop Braxton summarized the killing of 
Brown, as well as five other African-Americans 
in recent years: Eric Garner, who died from a 
New York police chokehold in July; 12-year-
old Tamir Rice, shot to death by a Cleveland 
policeman in November; John Crawford III, 
who was shot by police inside a Wal-Mart 
store in Beavercreek, Ohio, in August while he 
was holding an unpackaged pellet gun he had 
picked up from a store shelf; Trayvon Martin, 
whose 2012 killing by Sanford, Florida, neigh-
borhood watch volunteer George Zimmerman 
brought new scrutiny to “stand your ground” 
laws; and Oscar Grant III, whose New Year’s 
Day 2009 shooting death at the hands of a Bay 
Area Rapid Transit policeman resulted in a 
$2.8 million wrongful death settlement to his 
family and served as the basis for the movie 
“Fruitvale Station.”

The bishop concluded his reflection with 
14 things Catholics could do on race matters. 
Among them were going to Mass at least one 
weekday a week to pray for guidance on ways 
to bridge the racial divide; praying the rosary 
weekly with one’s family for the intention of 
ending racial conflict and prejudice; examin-
ing one’s conscience monthly to acknowledge 
acts that reinforce racial division; initiating an 
effort to get to know police officers, thank-

ing them for their service and helping young peo-
ple get to know the police and vice versa; “break 
the ice, start the conversation” with someone of a 
different racial background; and watching movies 
that explore racial issues, mentioning “The Help,” 
“The Butler,” “Selma” and “Lincoln.” On the topic 
of slavery, Bishop Braxton recommended “Twelve 
Years a Slave” over “Gone With the Wind,” which, 
he said, offered “a completely romanticized presen-
tation of what the evil of slavery was actually like.”
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S.P.O.F. Membership Sunday ~ February 1, 2015
We Are All One Family in Mission

Dear Friends in Christ,

The Society for the Propagation of 
the Faith was founded in France by  

Venerable Pauline Jaricot in the year 1822. 
As a young woman, Pauline understood  
the great need for spreading the faith and 
supporting active missionaries. What this 
visionary conceived by a program of prayers 
and pennies has grown into a Pontifical Society 
that presently supports some 1,150 dioceses in 
Asia, Africa, the Pacific Islands, and remote  
regions of Latin America.

Pauline Jaricot understood that “we are all 
one family in mission” as she endeavored to 
prayerfully and financially support pastoral and 
evangelizing programs, for catechists and catechetical work, to build churches 
and chapels, and for the spiritual work of religious communities in health care 
and education. In fact, the very first collections taken up in France beginning in 
1822 supported the vast Diocese of Louisiana, which then extended from the 
Florida Keys to Canada, as well as the Catholic missions in Kentucky and China.

Each February, the Diocese of Harrisburg recognizes the importance of  
mission work by supporting Membership Sunday for the Society for the  
Propagation of the Faith. Membership Sunday is more than a collection for 
financial support. Membership Sunday is founded on the active interest of the 
baptized to hear, read, and reflect upon the missionary mandate of Jesus to “go 
teach all nations.” It is the opportunity to offer prayers and sacrifices that unite 
us in solidarity with Catholics around the world to continue the mission of 
Christ in our time.

Your membership in the Society, or enrolling your deceased loved ones,  
affords you and them a remembrance in 15,000 Masses celebrated each year by 
missionaries for the intentions of all the Society’s members. It is one way you 
can exercise your missionary vocation and cooperate with God in bringing the 
life of Christ to thousands of souls who never knew Him or who have forgotten 
Him.

May we all keep alive the vision of Pauline Jaricot that “we are all one family 
in mission” to extend Christ’s Kingdom to the ends of the earth!

    

    Reverend Robert F. Sharman
    Diocesan Director

In 1833, the young Church in 
the United States, a mission  
territory at that time, started  
contributing to the Propagation of 
the Faith with a humble gift of $6. 
Today, U.S. Catholics contribute 
about 25 percent of the support 
collected through the Propagation 
of the Faith for the 1,150 mission 
dioceses worldwide.

“Missionaries have served the 
Church’s mission by breaking the 
bread of God’s word for the poor 
and those far off, and by bringing 
to all the gift of the unfathomable 
love welling up from the heart of 
the Savior.” 

~ Pope Francis

The Society for the
Propagation of the Faith

to pass on the “Good News”  
of Jesus among those who  
live without the hope that  

comes from Christ Our Lord!
MEMBERSHIP SUNDAY

COLLECTION
FEBRUARY 1, 2015

For more information:
Missions Office

4800 Union Deposit Road
Harrisburg, PA 17111-3710

(717) 657-4804 ext. 240
missions@hbgdiocese.org

www.hbgdiocese.org/missions

Join



20 - The
 Catholic Witness • January 23, 2015

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Capuchin  
Franciscan  
Father Dennis 
Owens joins 
Bishop Ronald 
Gainer in the 
celebration  
of Mass.

Gabriel Nichols joins 
with the congregation 

in prayer during the 
Mass in celebration 
of African American 

faith and culture.

The Saint Francis Xavier Roman Catholic Church Choir  
from Baltimore, Md., leads the congregation in vibrant song.

Choir member Shondraiya 
Fitzgerald lends her voice 
in praise and worship.

Catholic Community Comes Together  
at Annual African American Mass

By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness

As the nation prepared to celebrate a federal holi-
day honoring the late Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr., the Diocese of Harrisburg came together Jan. 18 at 
St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg as a Christian com-
munity to honor a culture during the annual African 
American Mass.

Bishop Ronald Gainer was the celebrant and hom-
ilist during the Mass. In his homily, he quoted Dr. 
King, and spoke about how the late pastor turned to 
the Gospel and his trust in the Lord while encourag-
ing peaceful demonstrations to make a major change 
against social injustice.

During a time when the media has focused on cur-
rent social injustice, it is important for the Catholic 
community to come together. “We need to send a mes-
sage and model Catholic truths as displayed in the di-
versity of cultures in the Church. Christ came to save 
all people. We have to show that all are welcome. Cor-
recting social injustice begins when we open our hearts 
to Christ,” commented Mrs. Gwen Summers, Coordi-

nator of the Diocesan Black Catholic Apostolate. 
She continued, explaining the importance of cel-

ebrating the Mass to honor African American faith and 
culture. “We need to celebrate Masses representing 
our culture and faith, showing the richness of our faith 
by being black and Catholic. The expression is to not 
be separate but rather to identify those gifts and tal-
ents which integrate the faith and the culture of black 
Americans into the Church.”

In celebrating the talents of the African American 
Catholic community, Saint Francis Xavier Roman 
Catholic Church Choir from Baltimore, Md., was in-
vited to share Gospel-oriented music. After the Com-
munion Rite, they bellowed Psalm 23, The Lord is My 
Shepherd. Accompanying the choir to create a beauti-
ful sound of praise were a drummer and keyboardist. 
The variety of ages, from youth to senior, created a 
sound of hope and love. By the end of the hymn, the 
congregation was standing and clapping. People wept 
as the Holy Spirit could be felt through the entire con-
gregation. Even Bishop Gainer commented, “The Lord 
is My Shepherd will never be heard the same again.”
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