
March 6, 2015 VOL 49 NO. 4

The

CatholicWitness
The Newspaper of the Diocese of Harrisburg

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Bishop Ronald Gainer greets Jessica Bassili of Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Lebanon and her 
sponsor, Julie Shuyler, during the annual Rite of Election at St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg Feb. 22. Jessica, a 
sophomore, is one of four students from Lebanon Catholic School who will enter the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil.

Four Lebanon  
Catholic Students  

Share Journey  
to Enter Church

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Tears of longing fill Jessica Bassili’s eyes 
as she sits in a pew during Mass at Assump-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in 
Lebanon.

The parishioners around her are lined up 
to receive Holy Communion, and Jessica can 
only sit and pray. And wait until she can join 
them.

Jessica, a sophomore, is one of four stu-
dents from Lebanon Catholic School who 
will receive the Sacraments of Baptism, Con-
firmation and Holy Eucharist when they enter 
the Church at the Easter Vigil.

“It’s so hard to describe how much I long 
for the Eucharist,” Jessica told The Catholic 
Witness. “It’s like sitting at the kids’ table 
while the adults enjoy the great feast.”

She is not alone in her longing.
On the first Sunday of Lent, Feb. 22, Jes-

sica and her schoolmates – Troy Buckley and 
More JOURNEY, page 15

Father Ogden 
 ‘Mirrored the Good Shepherd’

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

In one of the final messages he 
would write, Father Louis P. Og-
den, pastor of St. Joseph Parish 
in Mechanicsburg, offered these 
words:

“It has been my greatest honor 
and privilege to have been called to 
serve the Lord as His Priest, as un-
worthy and weak as I am. I ask for 
the continued support of generous 
prayers as we await the glory of the 
Resurrection.”

Father Ogden, a priest of the 
Diocese of Harrisburg for 29 years, 
died on February 20 at the University of Pennsylva-
nia Hospital in Philadelphia from a chronic liver con-
dition. He was 57.

Capturing the life and ministry of his friend of 35 
years in a poignant homily during the funeral Mass at 
St. Joseph Church on Feb. 27, Father Robert Sharman 
reflected on those lasting words that Father Ogden 
shared in his final days.

“Those words speak volumes about Father Ogden’s 
self awareness and how he exercised his priesthood 
of Jesus Christ he lived so well,” Father Sharman 
said. “That awareness allowed him to be a compas-

sionate and understanding counsel-
or and confessor. It was the secret 
of his pastoral approach in dealing 
with people who were hurting. It 
was the reason people found him 
approachable, open and receptive 
to their needs. It was the founda-
tion of how he touched the lives 
of others, and how he loved them, 
because he knew that he was loved 
by God, who sent His Son to die 
for him and to offer him the blessed 
reward of Eternal Life.”

Bishop Ronald Gainer was the 
principal celebrant for the funeral 
Mass. An evening Mass of Re-

membrance the night before was celebrated by Father 
Sharman, who is pastor of St. Bernard Parish in New 
Bloomfield, with Msgr. Thomas Higgins, a classmate 
of Father Ogden from St. Charles Borromeo Semi-
nary in Overbrook, Pa., as homilist. 

Burial was in Gate of Heaven Cemetery in Me-
chanicsburg.

Father Ogden was born Jan. 31, 1958, one of nine 
children of Dr. Julius and Josephine (Creeden) Og-
den. He attended Good Shepherd School and Trinity 
High School in Camp Hill, and Mount St. Mary’s Col-
lege in Emmitsburg, Md., where he earned a degree in 
business and finance with a minor in accounting. He 

studied for the diocesan priesthood at St. Charles 
Borromeo Seminary, where he obtained his Mas-
ters of Divinity Degree. As a deacon, he served at 
St. Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg.

Then-Bishop William Keeler ordained Father 
Ogden – from St. Theresa Parish in New Cum-
berland – to the priesthood on May 11, 1985, at 
St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg.

During Lent, Pope 
Offers Handy Tips 
for Preparing for 

Confession
By Carol Glatz

Catholic News Service

  As Catholics are encouraged to make going to 
confession a significant part of their lives during 
Lent, Pope Francis offered some quick tips to help 
people prepare for the sacrament of penance.

After a brief explanation of why people should 
go to confession – “because we are all sinners” – 
the pope listed 30 key questions to reflect on as part 
of making an examination of conscience and being 
able to “confess well.”

The guide is part of a 28-page booklet in Ital-
ian released by the Vatican publishing house. Pope 
Francis had 50,000 free copies distributed to peo-
ple attending his Angelus address Feb. 22, the first 
Sunday of Lent.

Titled “Safeguard your heart,” the booklet is 
meant to help the faithful become “courageous” 
and prepared to battle against evil and choose the 
good.

The booklet contains quick introductions to 
Catholic basics: it has the text of the Creed, a list 
of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, the Ten Command-
ments and the Beatitudes. It explains the seven sac-
raments and includes Pope Francis’ explanation of 
“lectio divina,” a prayerful way of reading Scrip-
ture in order to better hear “what the Lord wants to 
tell us in his word and to let us be transformed by 
his Spirit.”

The booklet’s title is based on a line from one of 
the pope’s morning Mass homilies in which he said 
Christians need to guard and protect their hearts, 
“just as you protect your home – with a lock.”

“How often do bad thoughts, bad intentions, 
More LENT, page 6More FATHER OGDEN, page 6
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Work Now Underway on $400 Million  
Museum of the Bible in Washington

By Nate Madden
Catholic News Service

On a gray and overcast morning in Wash-
ington, just a short walk from Capitol Hill, 
construction work began on a museum in-
tended to promote engagement, education 
and discussion of the Bible.

The 430,000-square-foot museum will 
feature a 200-foot LED screen on the lobby 
ceiling, displaying a set of rotating images 
from Israel, Rome and Spain.

It also will have a facade modeled after 
various printed manuscripts of the Bible, 
stained-glass windows from Germany, and 
a top-floor, glass-enclosed promenade that 
will offer “some amazing views” of the Na-
tional Mall and the Capitol, according to 
project director Brian Flegel.

“D Street and the area around it are going 
to be getting a bit of a ‘facelift’” as a result 
of the construction, Flegel told the media 
Feb. 12 at the groundbreaking while show-
ing proposed designs of the eight-story, 
$400 million museum.

It also will have an environmentally sus-
tainable “green roof,” a “biblical garden” 
and a “Foods of the Bible” restaurant, which 
will be “inspired by the bazaars and markets 
of the Middle East.”

The site of the Museum of the Bible – 
founded and funded by the family that owns 
the Hobby Lobby chain of craft stores – is 
a historic warehouse near the Federal Cen-
ter and just two blocks south of the National 
Mall. The building was purchased for $50 
million in July 2012 by the museum’s board.

Architectural plans call for restoring the 
exterior of the building, originally built in 
the 1920s as a refrigeration warehouse for 
the District of Columbia, and gutting the 
interior to build the museum’s various fea-
tures. It is scheduled to open in November 
2017.

During the news conference, workers de-
molished an addition made to the building 
in the early 1980s.

“This is a museum dedicated to one 
book,” Cary Summers, museum president, 
told reporters. “It’s the most widely sold 
book in history, most debated book in his-
tory and most banned book in history. It’s 
the one that has the most controversy of any 
book in history and it’s also the book that 
has impacted the world more than any single 
piece of literature that’s ever been written.

“People ask why we do this. We believe 
that it’s such an important part of our daily 
life that we should focus our time and ef-
forts so that other people can be engaged 
with the Bible, just as we are.”

Summers said the museum “will engage 
heavily with the academic side of the study 

of the Bible, as well as the scholarship side, 
which we will have a whole wing devoted 
to” as well as whole floors dedicated to “the 
impact of the Bible, the history of the Bible, 
and the narrative or stories of the Bible.”

Most research and scholarship done at the 
museum will be done by the Green Schol-
ars Initiative, its research arm, which cur-
rently has “a select group of senior research 
scholars from academic institutions around 
the world who are conducting primary re-
search” on ancient artifacts and manuscripts.

The exhibits will feature pieces from sev-
eral different libraries around the world, as 
well as the museum’s own private collec-
tion. The Museum of the Bible currently 
boasts “the largest private collection of bib-
lical manuscripts and artifacts” on earth, ac-
cording to Summers.

“We have collected over 44,000 items 
over the past several years” said the chair-
man of the board, Steve Green, which in-
cludes “Dead Sea scrolls fragments, Guten-
berg portions, and papyrus fragments” 
among others.

Currently, many of the artifacts in the 
collection are undergoing study, and many 
more are on display in various exhibits in 
cities around the world and at colleges and 
universities throughout the U.S.

Green, who also is the president of Hobby 
Lobby, said that he hopes the museum will 

be a way for all people to learn about and 
engage with the Bible, regardless of faith or 
theological expertise.

“We would like all people to come and 
learn about a book that has impacted our 
world,” he told reporters adding that “it’s 
a book that’s had a huge impact. It’s been 
loved, and it’s been hated. We just want 
people to come and learn about it.”

When asked if the museum’s goal was to 
bring people to Christianity, he answered 
that “we would hope that people would con-
sider what the book has to say ... if it’s com-
pelling, then that’s a decision they can make 
on their own.”

Green gained national prominence in 
June when the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
his family-owned company does not have 
to comply with the Affordable Care Act’s 
contraceptive mandate; the family legally 
challenged the mandate on the grounds it 
violates their religious beliefs as Christians. 
Green also has developed a Bible education 
curriculum that is being used in some public 
schools.

When asked about what the museum 
means to him personally, Green responded, 
“Our family has had a love for the Bible 
that’s been passed down through genera-
tions. We desire to live our lives according 
to its principles and operate our business ac-
cording to its principles.”

CNS photo/courtesy Smith Group JJR
This architectural rendering shows how the Museum of the Bible planned for 
Washington will look. Opening in 2017, the eight-story, 430,000-square-foot mu-
seum is being designed by the lead architect group that created the International 
Spy Museum, the Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American Indian, and 
the soon-to-open National Museum of African American History and Culture. 

CNS photo/courtesy Museum of the Bible
Using new technology, the University 
of Oxford scholars uncovered the earli-
est surviving New Testament written in 
Palestinian Aramaic, a language simi-
lar to that used by Jesus. The Museum 
of the Bible planned for Washington will 
house an extensive collec tion of bibli-
cal manuscripts. 

According to a news release, the “Muse-
um of the Bible invites all people to engage 
with the Bible through museum exhibits and 
scholarly pursuits.” The website www.mu-
seumofthebible.org encourages the public to 
donate to the project, which is being paid for 
solely by private funds.

When questioned about concerns that 
it would have a specific religious or de-
nominational agenda, Summers assured the 
media that the museum is taking a “very 
nonsectarian approach” to its development, 
which includes “many different Jewish, 
Catholic and Protestant groups.”

In addition to working with Catholic 
groups, the museum also has a “very strong 
working relationship” with the Vatican Mu-
seums and the Vatican Library, according to 
Summers. “We’ve had two of our moving 
exhibits on display there. They’ve loaned us 
items and vice versa. We also have some of 
their people involved with us as advisers to 
this museum.”

“It’s very exciting to see this project get-
ting started,” Green said. “It’s something 
that we have been working on and dreaming 
about for five years now. It’s been a dream 
and it’s becoming a reality today.”

Homeless Man of Deep Faith  
Given Funeral, Burial in Vatican City

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

A homeless man who faithfully attended Mass at a church 
inside Vatican City for decades was buried in a Vatican cem-
etery after it was discovered he had died and was left uniden-
tified in a hospital morgue.

Willy Herteleer was well-known by the Swiss Guards 
keeping watch at St. Anne’s Gate, by local business owners 
and a number of clergy who brought him food, took him to 
lunch or treated him to his morning cappuccino, according to 
news reports.

“He attended 7 o’clock Mass every day for more than 25 
years,” Father Bruno Silvestrini, the pastor of the Vatican’s 
Church of St. Anne, told Vatican Radio.

Though Herteleer lived on the streets with all of his belong-
ings packed in a folding grocery cart, “he was a rich person of 
great faith,” the priest said.

“He was very, very open and had made many friends,” Fa-
ther Silvestrini said. “He spoke a lot with young people, he 
spoke to them of the Lord, he spoke about the pope, he would 
invite them to the celebration of the Eucharist,” which Hertel-
eer always said was “his medicine.”

Msgr. Americo Ciani, a canon at St. Peter’s Basilica was 
another friend of Herteleer, and he told Vatican Radio that the 

elderly man – thought to be about 80 – would lean against a 
lamppost along the road that led tourists and city residents to 
and from St. Peter’s Square and talk to them about their faith.

“Very often he would engage with someone, asking, ‘Do 
you go to confession every now and then? Look, going to 
confession is necessary because if you don’t, you won’t go to 
heaven!’” the monsignor recalled.

He was such a regular at St. Anne’s that Father Silvestrini 
paid homage to Herteleer by including a figurine of a home-
less man among the shepherds in the church’s annual Nativity 
scene.

Those who looked after Herteleer became worried when 
he seemed to have vanished in mid-December, reported the 
Italian daily, Il Messaggero, Feb. 25.

It turned out Herteleer had collapsed one cold December 
night and was brought to a nearby hospital after passersby 
saw he needed help and called an ambulance. He died at the 
hospital Dec. 12, but his body had remained unidentified and 
unclaimed at the hospital morgue until friends tracked him 
down, the newspaper reported.

Msgr. Ciani led the funeral Mass together with the canons 
of St. Peter’s Basilica in the chapel of the Vatican’s Teutonic 
cemetery Jan. 9.

Permission was granted to have Herteleer, who was Flem-
ish and Catholic, buried in the small Germanic cemetery 
where Swiss, German and Flemish nobility and church bene-

factors had been laid to rest. The cemetery was founded 1,200 
years ago for German pilgrims who died in Rome.

In his homily, Msgr. Ciani said he thanked God for letting 
them get to know Herteleer, “a man who appeared to be alone, 
but who never felt alone because God’s grace was present in 
him.”

The casket was adorned with floral wreaths and two por-
traits of Herteleer – one a watercolor, the other a pastel – that 
the Italian monsignor had made of him.

Msgr. Ciani said giving Herteleer his final resting place 
in the Vatican cemetery was “in perfect harmony with Pope 
Francis’ incisive messages in which he always talks about the 
excluded, those who do not count in our society ... but instead 
are held dear by, not just the pope, but by the Lord Jesus, who 
always loved and preferred the poorest.”

Msgr. Giuseppe Antonio Scotti, adjunct secretary of the 
Pontifical Council for Social Communications, told reporters 
Feb. 26 that the huge amount of media attention surround-
ing the man’s burial at the Vatican was further proof of the 
“throwaway culture” and the inverted values Pope Francis 
often speaks about.

“The death of an elderly man on the streets made the news, 
not because he died, but only because he was buried in the 
Vatican,” he said. “The burial was more important than the 
death of the man.”
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Diocesan Press Release

As of press time on Tuesday, 
March 3, Father Michael E. 
Messner, Pastor of Sacred Heart 
of Jesus Parish in Lancaster, re-
mained in critical condition at 
Lancaster General Hospital after 
being injured in a fall at the par-
ish rectory. It is unknown when 
the incident took place, but he 
was discovered by the contracted 
snow removal company between 
3:30 and 4 a.m. Sunday, Febru-
ary 22.

Father Messner was taken to 
Lancaster General Hospital, where he was treated for his injuries. 
We do not have full account of them, but understand that he sus-
tained head injuries and underwent an operation for that.   

Father Messner was born in May of 1962 in Lykens. He was 
ordained to the Priesthood for the Diocese of Harrisburg on June 
6, 1998. Father Messner was assigned as Pastor of Sacred Heart 
of Jesus Parish on August 22, 2009. In previous assignments, Fa-
ther Messner served at St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg and 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Abbottstown, in addition to 
others.

We are greatly saddened by this tragic accident and ask that peo-
ple please pray for his speedy recovery.

The Beginning Experience Team for the 
Harrisburg Diocese has announced that they 
have booked Doubling Gap Center, 1550 
Doubling Gap Road, Newville, Pa., for a 
Beginning Experience Weekend, May 1-3, 
2015.

Beginning Experience weekends are an ap-
proved Roman Catholic Program designed for 
those suffering the loss of a spouse through 
death, divorce or separation. Hundreds of 
persons have been helped to move towards 
successful, productive, happy lives by at-
tending one of these weekends. Beginning 
Experience is your Church at work to provide 
help, healing and spiritual restoration. Check 
the diocesan Web site, www.hbgdiocese.org 
and go to “Marriage and Family” or check 
www.beginningexperience.org. Information 
can also be obtained by contacting the Har-
risburg Beginning Experience Team at 717-
512-2718 or harrisburgbe@gmail.com.

    The weekend is led by persons who have 
lost a spouse through death or divorce and 
are trained in facilitating a weekend. Each 
Beginning Experience Team is certified by 

the International Beginning Experience Or-
ganization.

Those interested in attending are encour-
aged to submit their application as soon as 
possible so that the team can adequately plan 
for those who want to take advantage of this 
program of support, healing and encourage-
ment. Deadline for applications for the May 
1-3 weekend is April 3, 2015. Late applica-
tions may be accepted if space is available. A 
weekend is often most helpful after about six 
months following a loss of a spouse or mar-
riage. But grief has no schedule. Many have 
attended a weekend after a much longer peri-
od has elapsed and found it life giving. Please 
contact the team to explore when a weekend 
might be most helpful to you.  

The following is a testimonial of a per-
son who attended the Beginning Experience 
Weekend in the fall of 2014:

If it is too soon for you now, another week-
end is planned for Oct. 30-Nov. 1, 2015. 
Contact us at harrisburgbe@gmail.com. 
Members of the team are glad to share their 
experience and strength with you individu-
ally in this time of loss.

Father Messner  
Remains in  

Critical Condition

Beginning Experience  
Weekend Planned for Those  

Who Have Lost a Spouse

2015 Ordinations
St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg

Ordination to the Diaconate
Saturday, May 16 at 10 a.m.

Ordination to the Priesthood
Saturday, June 6 at 10 a.m.

Solemnity of St. Joseph 
First Anniversary of Bishop Gainer’s Installation

March 19 at noon
St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg 

Bishop Ronald Gainer will commemorate the one year anniversary of his 
installation as the 11th Bishop of Harrisburg with the celebration of Holy 
Mass at St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg. The Mass will take place at noon. 
All the faithful of the diocese are invited to participate.

Parishioner Appearance on EWTN Rescheduled
The appearance of Kathy Labosh, a member of St. Leo the Great Parish 

in Rohrerstown, on a series of “Women of Grace,” has been rescheduled to 
March 30-April 3 at 11 a.m. and 11:30 p.m. The shows will focus on Mrs. 
Labosh’s books on children with autism. The change in schedule was an-
nounced after the publication of the previous edition of The Witness, which 
announced Mrs. Labosh’s scheduled appearance. 

Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

March 7 – Confirmation, St. Anthony of Padua Church, Lancaster, 10 a.m.; 
Harrisburg Elementary School Gala, West Shore Country Club, 6 p.m.

March 14 – Celebrate Mass and Offer Lenten Reflection for the Catholic 
Medical Guild Retreat, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 9 a.m.

March 15 – Celebrate Mass and Groundbreaking Ceremony for new 
Church at Holy Infant, York Haven, 11 a.m.

March 17 – Preside at Closing of Forty Hours at Saint Joseph the Worker 
Church, Bonneauville, 7 p.m.

March 18 – Celebrant and Homilist at start of Parish Mission for the Feast 
of Saint Joseph, St. Joseph Church, Danville, 5:30 p.m.

March 19 – Mass marking the 1st Anniversary of his Installation as Bishop 
of Harrisburg, St. Patrick Cathedral, noon. Confirmation, Corpus Christi 
Church, Chambersburg, 7 p.m.

March 20 - Confirmation, St. Rita Church, Blue Ridge Summit, 7 p.m.

March 21 – Celebrate Mass and Give Keynote Address at Diocesan Men’s 
Conference, Bishop McDevitt High School, Harrisburg.

March 22 – Pastoral Visit to Saint Joseph Parish, Berwick, 8:30 a.m.

Dr. Seuss’ birthday on March 2 is annually celebrated 
as Read Across America Day, an initiative to encourage 
children to read. Many diocesan schools  
participated in the event, as Bishop Ronald Gainer read 
Seuss’ “Horton Hears a Who” from his office via a webinar 
made possible through the diocese’s wide-area-network. 
Christian Charity Sister Geralyn Schmidt, wide-area  
network coordinator, joined the bishop in his office and  
assisted as children asked questions of the bishop after 
he read the story.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS



50th Article:
Seeing God  

through Words
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC

Special to The Witness

A few weeks ago, Jen Reed, managing editor of The Witness, mentioned to 
me that I was approaching my 50th article for the newspaper. She informed 
me that this was a milestone in a writer’s career and that my next article 
should be a reflection of lessons learned and experienced 
gained from being “a writer with a deadline.”  

Some of you, on several occasions, 
have asked me about where I get the 
ideas to write each article. My re-
sponse has been always the same: The 
Holy Spirit gives me the topics by His 
inspirations which I call “pokes.” The 
trick is that I have to be open to His 
promptings throughout the day. The 
subjects usually come in a “series” 
because of the vastness of the challenges of His musings.

As I sit in front of my laptop to begin this specific piece, I glance at the 
portrait of my foundress, Blessed Pauline von Mallinckrodt, the photos of 
Bishop McFadden, Bishop Waltersheid and Bishop Gainer and pause. Where 
should I begin?

I cannot help thinking of the first sentence of the Gospel of John, “In the 
beginning was the Word …” Through the course of my six years here at the 
Diocesan Center, I have profoundly owned the power of the spoken and the 
written word. I have reflected with several of my audiences, “So God said one 
word and that one Word was ‘Jesus.’ What an amazing Word is that! Can you 
imagine if every one of our spoken and written words became a person? What 
kind of people would be walking the face of the earth because of the words 
that I have created?” This idea does make you reflect about the power of the 
word as well as the uniqueness of the gift to use words.

As a child, the English language totally baffled me. Because of a learn-
ing disability, I never really learned to “love” words. When I got involved 
with Powerful Learning Practices, a professional development program for 
teachers, as a part of a grant the diocese received, I discovered, first hand, 
how amazing words truly are. The invitation to blog professionally for this 
company was truly an “ah-ha” moment for me. From blogging for them, I 
turned to writing for The Witness. The voice that I discovered in the words I 
wrote for the Catholic newspaper became “feathers” for me. Let me explain 
by sharing a story that was first printed in The Witness back in April 11, 2014:

During retreat, one year, the Holy Spirit asked me to ask Him for a sign of 
His love for me. That doesn’t mean I was hearing voices or anything. It’s kind 
of the same thing when the phone rings and you know who is on the other end 
before you answer it. You just know. I answered the Holy Spirit by saying to 
Him, in prayer, ‘I want to see a Baltimore oriole.” This is a yellow and black 
bird that is not very common in the place in which I was on retreat. They are 
present, but not very common. Shortly thereafter, I went out for a walk on the 
grounds of the retreat center. During the course of my walk, a car passed me 
and I indicated to the driver that I was on retreat by lowering my eyes. As I 
looked at my feet as the car passed, to my surprise at the tips of my toes laid 
a yellow feather! I was then reminded of the sign I asked to receive. Even so, 
I didn’t need to see the bird, I had its feather! Because of this, feathers have 
become a reminder of God’s love.  

So, the words that I write now have become a vehicle of seeing God, a 
visible “feather,” if you will. I have rediscovered through the words of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church and her encyclicals, apostolic exhortations 
and letters, the richness of the teachings of the Church. I must admit I have 
always “known” about them, but reading and then writing about them has 
caused me to personally “own” them. They have become a way to feed by 
brain which in turn deepens my love in my heart and then calls me to live out 
their ideals through my actions. The words that I have shared with you are 
like stepping stones which have broadened my idea of “Church” from parish 
to diocese and beyond. I have shared World Youth Day with 3.5 million other 
Catholics from all around the world! I have sensed how we are all one heart 
and one soul within the heart of Christ!  

What’s next on the agenda? Truthfully, I have no idea. If you would have 
told me seven years ago that I would be a regular writer for a newspaper, I 
would have said, “Pfft! Me? It would never happen! I can’t write. Yes, I DO 
tell stories. But, me a writer? No way!” As I type this, I am reminded of the 
bumper sticker: “Nothing is impossible with God!” Can’t you hear Him shak-
ing his head and saying, “Yup!”

(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network 
Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and a member of the IT Depart-
ment. An educator for 28 years, she is responsible for Professional Develop-
ment Programs for every age learner. Through her presentations, she chal-
lenges her audiences to be the individual God has called them to be.) 
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Sign Up to Receive  
The Catholic Witness  

Electronically
Read The Catholic Witness online, wherever you go! Through a free 
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link to the latest edition. Registration with the e-mail service will not 
cancel your mailed subscription, unless you request otherwise.

Cyber -Savvy Parent Seminar
This year’s theme: 

Do you know who wants your child’s clicks? 
Find out on 

March 26, 2015 @ 7pm 

Questions? Contact Tom Steele at Steele@sjy.org or (717) 755-7503 x241 

Sts. Clare and Francis Meeting Rooms 
St. Joseph Parish 

2935 Kingston Road, York, PA 
RSVP by going to www.sjy.org/it/cybersavvy.  

Babysitting is available (potty-trained to 12 yrs). 

This is ALL NEW content! 
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Pope: Don’t Let Meatless  
Fridays be Selfish, Soulless

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

Real fasting isn’t just restricting food choices, it 
must also include cleansing the heart of all selfish-
ness and making room in one’s life for those in need 
and those who have sinned and need healing, Pope 
Francis said.

Faith without concrete acts of charity is not only 
hypocritical, “it is dead; what good is it?” he said, 
criticizing those who hide behind a veil of piety 
while unjustly treating others, such as denying 
workers fair wages, a pension and health care.

Being generous toward the Church, but selfish and 
unjust toward others “is a very serious sin: It is using 
God to cover up injustice,” he said Feb. 20 during 
his homily in a morning Mass celebrated in the cha-
pel of the Domus Sanctae Marthae, where he lives.

The pope’s homily was based on the day’s read-
ing from the Book of Isaiah in which God tells his 
people he does not care for those who observe pen-
ance passively – bowed “like a reed,” lying quietly 
in a “sackcloth and ashes.”

Instead, God says he desires to see his people cry-
ing out “full-throated and unsparingly” against in-
justice and sin, “setting free the oppressed, break-
ing every yoke; sharing your bread with the hungry, 
sheltering the oppressed and the homeless.” In the 
reading, God also points out the hypocrisy of the 
faithful who fast, but treat their workers badly and 
fight and quarrel with others.

Pope Francis said Lent is about fulfilling all com-
mandments both toward God and others, according 

to reports from Vatican Radio and the Vatican news-
paper.

Lent is not about the formal observance of “doing 
a little whatever” and not eating meat on Fridays, 
while giving oneself free reign to “grow in selfish-
ness, exploit others and ignore the poor,” he said.

There might be someone who thinks, “Today is 
Friday, I can’t eat meat, but I’m going to have a nice 
plate of seafood, a real banquet,” which, while ap-
pearing to be an abstinence from meat, is the sin of 
gluttony, the pope said.

Another person might say: “I am a great Catho-
lic, Father, I like it a lot. I always go to Mass every 
Sunday, I receive Communion,” to which, the pope 
said he would reply, “Great, and how is your rela-
tionship with your workers? Do you pay them under 
the table? Do you give them a fair wage? Do you 
contribute toward their pension? To their health in-
surance and social services?”

Some people may regularly make financial con-
tributions to the Church, but, the pope asked, how 
generous are they toward their loved ones and their 
dependents? Are they generous and just to them, too, 
he asked.

People cannot “make offerings to the Church 
on the back of injustice,” he said. “It is not a good 
Christian who doesn’t do justice to the people who 
depend on him” and who does not “deprive himself 
of something essential for him in order to give it to 
another who is in need.”

“This is the distinction between formal and real,” 
he said, which Jesus underlined, too, when he con-
demned the Pharisees and doctors of the law, who 

adhered to “many external observances but without 
the truth of the heart.”

Unfortunately, he said, many “men and women 
have faith but they separate the tablets of law,” that 
is, they obey the first commandments and obliga-
tions to God while ignoring or being selective about 
the rest of the commandments concerning others.

“They are united: love toward God and love to 
your neighbor are one, and if you want to practice 
real, not formal, penance, you have to do it before 
God and also with your brother and sister, your 
neighbor,” he said. 

The pope asked that during Lent people think 
about what they can do for people who are in very 
difficult situations, for example, to help “children 
and the elderly who don’t have the possibility of be-
ing seen by a doctor.”

Perhaps they have to wait “eight hours to be seen 
and then they give them an appointment for the 
week after,” he said.

“What will you do for these people? What will 
your Lent be like?”

He also asked people to make room in their hearts 
for those who have sinned, those who “have made 
mistakes and are in jail.”

To those who may protest about associating with 
people who have been imprisoned, the pope said, 
“He is in jail, but you – if you are not in jail, it is 
because the Lord helped you to not fall.” Pray for 
them, he said, so that the Lord may help them turn 
their lives around.

By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness

Pope Francis, in his Lenten message, reminds Catholics of the value and 
meaning behind Lenten sacrifice and charity. It is also important to look 
around and appreciate those making Lenten sacrifices year round.

The community of Columbia does just this. Almost ten years ago during a 
ministerium, where pastors of different dominations meet as well as the mem-
bers of their congregation, it was brought to attention that there was a strong 
need for a winter shelter for the local Columbia community. For the last nine 
years, churches of all dominations have joined efforts to host the homeless 
of the Columbia community overnight from 7 p.m.-6:30 a.m. The churches 
either set up the shelter in their parish centers, gymnasiums, or cafeterias, 
and those that do not have enough room send volunteers to another partici-
pating church. Each night a warm meal, sleeping mats, pillows and blankets 
are distributed. The next morning, a light breakfast is offered. The program 
runs December through March and is funded by the Columbia Presbyterian 
Church’s program, Hands Across the Street, and by donations. The idea be-
hind the program is to help relieve the numbers at the Water Street Mission in 
Lancaster City. 

Long time volunteers Bonnie Eck of St. Peter Parish in Columbia; Marge 
Willis of Columbia United Methodist Church; and Denise Haney of Salem 
United Church of Christ have seen the program from the beginning and have 
watched it grow and bring their community closer together. 

Mrs. Willis commented, “By and large, the congregation of the churches are 
accepting of it.”  She also spoke about the ecumenical unity that has recently 
formed in Columbia. “We’re a community, and yes we worship in different 
churches, but we worship the same God; let’s work together. And I think peo-
ple are really catching on to that.” 

For almost 30 years at Christmas, Columbia has held “Walk-A-Mile.” This 
event invites churches in a mile radius to participate by sharing the Gospel and 
some words from the pastor. This is an important event in this story because 
it is where Mrs. Willis met Marilyn Frey, the late mother of Mrs. Haney. And 
during this event, Mrs. Frey encouraged Mrs. Willis to become a mentor at the 
Columbia Community Home of Hope. 

Homes of Hope is a nationwide organization that supports families in tran-
sitional living. Columbia participates in the Lancaster chapter that covers Co-
calico, Conestoga Valley, Solanco, Ephrata, Manheim Central, Penn Manor 
and Warwick. Mrs. Frey had been at one of the ministerium meetings and 
shared she had a dream of seeing a home in the community that was available 

to be used as housing for the those in need. In 2005, the home opened and 
is now currently serving their 20th family. The Homes of Hope Transitional 
Housing Program offers families a minimum four-month stay. 

It is through watching her mother’s charity and kindness to others that Mrs. 
Haney began to volunteer on her own, not only at the winter shelter but also 
as a mentor for families in the Homes of Hope program. Mentors and bud-
get counselors are required to attend an eight-hour training session. They are 
available to the families living at the home to help the family create goals and 
a family budget that they are able to attain and maintain. Sometimes as a men-
tor, they are simply just there to listen. Families come from all different back-
grounds and faiths, but are usually from the town of Columbia. The goal is to 
keep the children in the same school, and often they see a huge improvement 
in the child’s school success once the family is placed with Homes of Hope. 

Beth Crosby is the coordinator of Homes for Hope Lancaster County, and 
both Mrs. Haney and Mrs. Willis attribute the success of the mentors to Mrs. 
Crosby’s dedication to the program. 

But as important as the mentors and budget counselors are to the program, 
there are a plethora of other ways to volunteer with Homes of Hope. As Mrs. 
Eck explained, they gather volunteers from many different churches in the 
community. Volunteers are needed for cleaning the home in between guests, 
completing maintenance and repairs, doing inventory and so much other be-
hind-the-scenes work. The churches are also involved by fundraising and col-
lecting items needed for the home. 

Mrs. Eck explained that St. Peter’s recently held a collection for household 
items, and even after the closing of the collection she still has parishioners 
calling to donate. On Saturday, March 7, a spaghetti dinner will be held at 
the Columbia Methodist Church. During their interview with The Catholic 
Witness, a parishioner of St. Peter’s stopped to say she would be out of town 
during the dinner but wanted to leave a donation. 

Holy Trinity Catholic Church sends volunteers to help with overnight su-
pervision for the winter shelter. Salem United Church of Christ supplies shel-
ter on Sundays. Columbia Presbyterian Church runs the day shelter Monday 
through Friday from 9-5 p.m., including lunch. The list continues, and these 
three generous women are just a sampling of the outreach that exudes from 
Columbia. About a dozen churches in the downtown walking area of Colum-
bia participate in the winter shelter. 

Columbia’s outreach through ecumenical unity to the less fortunate in their 
community reminds Christians of all dominations the true selflessness that 
should surround our hearts, not only during Lent but in recognizing Jesus in 
each of us every day.

Ecumenical Unity Brings  
Shelter to Columbia Community
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Father Ogden

As parochial vicar, Father Ogden 
served at Sacred Heart of Jesus Par-
ish in Lancaster from 1985-1988, St. 
Joseph Parish in Hanover from 1988-
1992, St. Joan of Arc Parish in Hershey 
from 1992-1995, and Seven Sorrows 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in 
Middletown from 1995-1997.

In June of 1997, Bishop Nicholas 
C. Dattilo appointed Father Ogden 
as pastor of Seven Sorrows, where he 
served until 2012, when Bishop Jo-
seph P. McFadden named him pastor 
of St. Joseph’s in Mechanicsburg.

In addition to his parish ministry, 
Father Ogden served the diocese a 
member of the College of Consultors, 
the Priest Personnel Board, the Pres-
byteral Council, the Priests Retire-
ment Board, and the Review Board for 
Seminary Applicants. For 14 years, he 
served as the vice-chair of the Board 
of Education at Bishop McDevitt High 
School in Harrisburg. 

Msgr. Higgins, a classmate and the 
current pastor of Holy Innocents Par-
ish in Philadelphia, described Father 
Ogden as “the king of superlatives” – 
not only with his words, but because 
“he lived a superlative life for others.”

“Did not Father Lou live up to his 
words, his priestly promises as he 

lived his life for you and me, and the 
salvation of all of God’s people?” 
Msgr. Higgins asked the congregation 
at the Evening Mass of Remembrance 
on Feb. 26.

“You meant the world to this priest,” 
he said. “Father Lou lived his life 
for you. He baptized your babies, he 
taught your children, he forgave your 
sins, he gave you the Bread of Life, he 
witnessed your marriages, he buried 
your loved ones.”

Father Sharman and Msgr. Higgins 
spoke of Father Ogden’s love for the 
Eucharist, his affinity for the saints, 
his desire to bring people closer to 
Christ, and his ability to foster rela-
tionships through visits, cards, letters, 
notes or phone calls to express his care 
for others. 

They also spoke of him as a great 
conversationalist, and as a priest who 
had an innate ability to connect with 
people – whether in an airport or a 
Trappist monastery.

Father Sharman recalled the time 
that he and Father Ogden were prepar-
ing to board an airplane for a vacation.

“Father Lou handed his ticket to 
the ticket agent, and there began a 
long conversation,” Father Sharman 
quipped. “By the time he was done, 
he had counseled the agent on her 
brother’s death and knew her whole 
life story.”

After the encounter, Father Ogden 
returned to say that both priests had 
been upgraded to first class.

“As his brother priest and his best 
friend of 35 years, I can attest that Fa-
ther Ogden had the mysterious ability 
to capture hearts and heal wounded 
souls,” Father Sharman said.

Msgr. Higgins spoke of the annual 
retreats he and Father Ogden would 
make, usually to a Trappist monastery, 
where silence was required.

“Father Lou’s silence lasted about 
15 minutes,” Msgr. Higgins said. “He 
may have found it difficult to be quiet 
while on retreat, but he made friends 
with every monk in the monastery, and 
returned home with more prayer inten-
tions than when he arrived.”

Through his celebration of the Mass, 
visits to parishioners and words of 
comfort to those in nursing homes, Fa-
ther Ogden “mirrored the Good Shep-
herd, who fed his people with Living 
Bread,” Father Sharman remarked. 
“He spent himself in sacramental min-
istry, and had a special regard for the 
aged and the sick.”

“His secret was this: he drew strength 
from his familiarity with the Holy Eu-
charist, and saw etched in other peo-
ple’s lives – especially the older, the 
sick and the lonely – the Christ who 
continues to suffer. He simply wanted 
to touch them with love,” he said.

As his liver disease progressed, Fa-
ther Ogden told Father Sharman that 
he was offering his suffering for the in-
tentions that his brother priests would 
grow in holiness, and for an increase 
in religious vocations in the diocese.

“The final months of his life were 
marked here on earth with physical 
pain and suffering,” Father Sharman 
said. He said he found a note in Fa-
ther Ogden’s prayer book that read: “I 
have not been to the office since De-
cember 23. I have not celebrated Mass 
in weeks – the real pain of my life.”

On Ash Wednesday, two days before 
he died, Father Ogden received ashes 
on his forehead. When he drew his last 
breath, that cross was still on his fore-
head, Father Sharman noted. 

“They were placed there at baptism, 
and they were there when he died, be-
cause each of us lives our lives as he 
did – within the shadow of the cross.”

Father Ogden is survived by six 
brothers and sisters, several nieces and 
nephews, aunts, uncles and cousins. 
He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, and a sister and a brother.

Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Bishop Joseph T. Daley 
Seminary Fund, P.O. Box 2153, Har-
risburg, Pa., 17111.

Continued from 1

Lent

jealousy, envy enter?” he asked. “Who 
opened the door? How did those things 
get in?”

The Oct. 10, 2014, homily, which 
is excerpted in the booklet, said the 
best way to guard one’s heart is with 
the daily practice of an “examination 
of conscience,” in which one quietly 
reviews what bad things one has done 
and what good things one has failed to 
do for God, one’s neighbor and oneself.

The questions include:
• Do I only turn to God when I’m in 

need?
• Do I attend Mass on Sundays and 

holy days of obligation?
• Do I begin and end the day with 

prayer?
• Am I embarrassed to show that I am 

a Christian?
• Do I rebel against God’s plan?
• Am I envious, hot-tempered, biased?
• Am I honest and fair with everyone 

or do I fuel the “throwaway culture?”
• In my marital and family relations, 

do I uphold morality as taught in the 
Gospels?

• Do I honor and respect my parents?
• Have I refused newly conceived 

life? Have I snuffed out the gift of life? 
Have I helped do so?

• Do I respect the environment?
• Am I part worldly and part believ-

er?
• Do I overdo it with eating, drink-

ing, smoking and amusements?
• Am I overly concerned about my 

physical well-being, my possessions?
• How do I use my time? Am I lazy?
• Do I want to be served?
• Do I dream of revenge, hold grudg-

es?

• Am I meek, humble and a builder 
of peace?

Catholics should go to confession, 
the pope said, because everyone needs 
forgiveness for their sins, for the ways 
“we think and act contrary to the Gos-
pel.”

“Whoever says he is without sin is a 
liar or is blind,” he wrote.

Confession is meant to be a sincere 
moment of conversion, an occasion 
to demonstrate trust in God’s willing-
ness to forgive his children and to help 
them back on the path of following Je-
sus, Pope Francis wrote.

Solemn  
Vespers  
during  
Lent 

All parishioners through-
out the Diocese of Harris-
burg are warmly invited to 
join Bishop Ronald Gainer 
in the celebration of Solemn 
Vespers for Lent on March 
8, 15, and 22. The celebra-
tion of Vespers is the ancient 
prayer of the Church which 
combines the chanting of 
Psalms, a Scripture reading 
and homily, and intercessory 
prayer. These four celebra-
tions will take place at the 
St. Patrick Cathedral in Har-
risburg at 4 p.m. on the first 
four Sundays of March. The 
Rite of Election will take 
place on February 22. These 
celebrations are open to all 
who wish to attend.
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A Perfect 10 Score 
for Fighting Irish

Beavers Back to 
Winning Ways

By Chris Heisey

Having won four basketball games last season, the Lady Beavers of Lebanon 
Catholic had a long way to go to regain supremacy in Class A where they have 
long dominated foes enjoyed under the great tutelage of head coach Patti Hower. 
Back in the championship game for the first time in three years, the Lady Beavers 
easily took care of the Christian School of York, 40-20, at Giant Center, Hershey, 
to capture their amazing 17th Class A championship under Coach Hower. The 
Lady Beavers held the Crusaders to only four points in the second half to put the 
game out of reach. 

    While Lebanon Catholic has two starting seasoned seniors, Monica Pastal and 
Hayley Witmer, who have been though some lean seasons of late, it’s the fresh-
man athletic presence of Mariah Sholly, Neesha Pierce, Celine Mars and Han-
nah Callihan that brought this storied program back its rightful place of winning 
championships. The basketball future looks bright on Lebanon’s Assumption Hill. 

By Chris Heisey

When you are the champ, you have 
that target on your back and you usu-
ally get your foe’s best effort. And 
for the past decade, the Fighting Irish 
girls have dealt with that truth by up-
ping their game when seriously chal-
lenged. For the tenth straight year, 
York Catholic did just that to garner 
their incredible tenth District 3 Class 
AA championship in a row by win-
ning an overtime thriller against Camp 
Hill, 63-57 at Giant Center, Hershey. 

Down 14-2 in the game’s first 4 
minutes, York Catholic made a 13-0 

run to take the lead early in the second 
quarter behind the sterling play of se-
nior guard Anne Lehr who poured in 
21 points which included a few clutch 
jump shots, drives to bucket and foul 
shots. 

    In overtime, the Fighting Irish’s 
experience and big game mettle 
showed as they outscored the Lions 
8-0 to seal their record-setting de-
cade. “I just can’t put this feeling into 
words, it’s just incredibly humbling 
to be a part of winning ten champion-
ships in a row,” Coach Kevin Bankos 
said after the game. 

Lebanon Catholic’s  
Neesha Pierce and  
Mariah Sholly battle  

for a rebound.

Lady Beaver 
Celine Mars, a 
freshman,  
drives for lay up.

ROBERT CHADDERDON, ELBE PHOTOGRAPHY
York Catholic celebrates their 10th straight Class AA District 3 crown.

The Fighting Irish’s Anne Lehr splits the defense for two of her game-high 21 
points.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Monica Pastal and Hayley Witmer celebrate Lebanon Catholic’s 
17th Class A championship.

Hannah Laslo scores inside against Camp Hill.
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Rocks’ Repeat as Champs
By Chris Heisey

Tradition runs deep at Trinity when it comes to bas-
ketball with district and state championships littering the 
resumes of both the boys’ and girls’ programs. For the 
second straight, the boys’ hoisted the District 3 Class AA 
trophy by beating a scrappy and determined Columbia 
team, 45-33, at Giant Center, Hershey. 

Unlike the senior-laden team of last year, this squad, 

though underclassman rich, is young, big and quick. Led 
by sophomore Austin Gilbertson’s 21 points – 15 of which 
came after the break – the Rocks shutdown the Crimson 
Tide’s offense only giving up 14 field goals while hold-
ing the Tide to under 20 percent shooting from field. The 
district gold was Trinity’s 13th since 1990 under Coach 
Larry Kostelac Jr. 

This basketball team is going to be a difficult draw for 
any future wannabe Class AA champion.  

McDevitt Loses 
Thriller to Rollers

By Chris Heisey

For the first time in a quarter of a cen-
tury, the Crusaders of Bishop McDevitt 
advanced to the District 3 Class AAA fi-
nal where they ran into a Steel High team 
that did not feature their usual size and 
brawn reminiscent of some of their glo-
ried teams of the past. Instead of pound-
ing the ball inside, the Rollers these days 

beat you with penetration and kick out 
3-pointer bombs.

    But McDevitt had several chances to 
beat the Rollers in a terrific game that fea-
tured 12 lead changes. Up a point with 35 
seconds remaining, the Crusaders had the 
ball with a chance to spread the court and 
force the Rollers to foul. But an untimely 
turnover followed by a clutch bucket by 
the Rollers left the Crusaders with only 

seconds to hit the winning shot, 
which did not fall. 

   For McDevitt, it was a dis-
appointing way to lose a game 
in which they shot the ball well 
and defended ably an excel-
lent shooting Steel High team.  
Coach Mike Gaffey’s Crusad-
ers (20-5) play Philadelphia’s 
Audenreid Charter in the first 
round of states with titan Neu-
mann-Goretti (24-2) from the 
Philadelphia Catholic league 
looming on their side of the 
bracket as March rolls on. 

McDevitt’s James Williams 
goes hard to the basket  
and draws a foul. CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Milik Gantz drives the lane for a score.

Trinity’s young force, Sean Good and Jack 
Vukelich go for a rebound.

Austin Gilbertson goes to the rack against 
Columbia. He was the District 3 Class AA 
tournament MVP.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Trinity’s seniors hoist another District 3 trophy for their storied program.
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Pool of Diocesan Swimmers Perform 
Well at District 3 Meet

By Chris Heisey

While it was seriously frigid outside, 
inside the Natatorium at Cumberland 
Valley High School, it was a warm 80 
degrees for the District 3 swimming 
championships on February 27-28. 
And in that humid warmth the Trinity 
boys’ won the Class AA team cham-
pionship behind the strong swim-
ming of Jordan Wyant who placed 
second in the 200IM and third in the 
100 Butterfly as well as swimming on 
the relay teams that helped propel the 
Shamrocks to the gold medal. Bishop 
McDevitt’s Jonathan Mata came in 
second in the 100 Backstroke. 

On the girls side of the pysch sheet, 
the Trinity girls’ placed third in the 
team Class AA Championships with 
Sarah Wyant winning the 50 Freestyle 
by a half second and finishing second 
in the 100 Freestyle. Caroline Hills 
finished second in the 100 Backstroke 
with McDevitt’s Jenna Clancy a close 
third. 

The PIAA championships are at 
Bucknell University on March 11-14. 

Henry Tanguay of Trinity competes in the 200 Medley Relay.
McDevitt’s Jenna Clancy competes in the 100 Backstroke. Her third-place finish 
earned her a trip to states.

Bishop McDevitt’s Jonathan Mata places second in the 100 Backstroke. Trinity’s Jordan Wyant, a junior, swims his way to a second-place finish in the 200 IM.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Trinity’s Sarah Wyant, freshman, center, receives her gold medal for the 50 Freestyle.
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

With snow and wind whipping at the 
doors of Hersheypark Arena on the 
final day of the District 3 individual 
wrestling tournament Feb. 21, com-
petitors in both AA and AAA action 
found themselves in a flurry of on-
mat activity as officials condensed the 
day’s schedule to move the planned 
evening finals to early afternoon be-
cause of the weather.

Wrestlers from diocesan high 
schools – who competed in the AA 
bracket – began their semifinal bouts 
as early as 8:30 a.m. Those who 
moved on to the finals had a four-hour 
rest until the championships, but some 
who landed in consolation brackets 
found themselves wrestling consecu-
tive matches into the afternoon for a 
shot at standing third through sixth on 
the podium.

The first four weight classes saw di-
ocesan wrestlers in the finals.

At 106, Bishop McDevitt freshman 
Luke Pipa – the youngest of the trio 
of wrestling brothers – squared off 
against Boiling Springs’ Jalin Han-

Diocesan Wrestlers Dominate  
Lower Weights at District Finals

Lehigh University, scored early in his 
match against Grant Bond of Boil-
ing Springs, and fought for an escape 
point after Bond countered with a re-
versal. Pipa charged through the rest 
of the match, scoring takedowns in the 
second and third periods to grab gold 
with an 8-3 win.

Lobeck, Wert and the Pipa brothers, 
as well as Bishop McDevitt’s Jacque 
Jackson at 170 pounds, head to the 
PIAA state wrestling finals in Hershey 
this weekend.

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Bishop McDevitt’s David Pipa, top, works to maintain control of Boiling Springs’ 
Grant Bond in the 126-pound District 3 AA final. Pipa, a senior who is headed to 
Lehigh University, won the match, 8-3, to earn his first district gold medal.

Joe Lobeck of Lancaster Catholic prepares to tie-up with Upper Dauphin’s Coy 
Campbell in the 113-pound AA final. Lobeck dominated the defending district 
champion to earn the title with a 6-2 win.

kerson. Pipa, entering the match with 
a record of 21-6, held Hankerson to a 
narrow lead early, but eventually fin-
ished second with a 9-1 loss.

Lancaster Catholic’s Joe Lobeck 
took to the mat next, with a match up 

against Upper Dauphin’s Coy Camp-
bell, a defending district champion, at 
113. Lobeck had pinned his opponents 
on the way to the finals, entering the 
championships with just two losses 
on the season. Against Campbell, he 
scored a quick opening takedown and 
maintained dominance through the 
match to capture gold with a 6-2 win.

The 120-pound final pitted Bishop 
McDevitt’s John Pipa – a returning 
district champion and last year’s state 
runner-up – against Trinity freshman 
Andrew Wert. The two had faced each 
other the previous weekend in section 
competition, with Pipa taking a 9-0 
win. But the district final turned out 
to be a different story. Wert charged 
the sophomore Pipa early, and had a 
5-1 lead in the final period, but Pipa 
stormed back with a reversal and 
earned another point when Wert was 
called for stalling. Pipa attempted sev-
eral shots in the waning seconds, but 
Wert came away with the 6-4 win.

After watching his younger brothers 
come up short in their finals match-
es, David Pipa won his first District 
3 wrestling title at 126. The Bishop 
McDevitt senior, who is headed to 

Trinity freshman Andrew Wert embrac-
es head coach Chris Bentley after hold-
ing off Bishop McDevitt’s defending dis-
trict champion and state runner-up John 
Pipa to win the 120-pound AA final, 6-4.

Trinity Diver Good as Gold
By Chris Heisey

Trinity’s Bradley Buchter, junior, won his third straight 
Mid-Penn Conference diving championship at Big Spring 
High School, Newville, in early February shattering his 
personal best score by tallying a mark of 648.30. Two 

weeks later in the same venue, Buchter, won the District 
3 meet in convincing fashion to capture his third Class 
AA gold medal in a row. In mid-March, he will be the 
prohibitive favorite to capture the Class AA state title at 
Bucknell University. 

Trinity’s Liz Vinarski does an inward dive at the Dis-
trict 3 championships. She placed fifth. CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Trinity’s Bradley Buchter performs two high-difficul-
ty dives en route to a gold medal.
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                        Compiled by Jen Reed
Spiritual Offerings

Soup and Stations at St. Benedict the Abbot Parish in 
Lebanon and “The Parables of Jesus in The Gospels” presented 
by Father Michael Rothan, each Friday in Lent beginning at 6 p.m. 
Stations in Spanish will be at 5:30 p.m.

A pro-life Mass is celebrated on the first Saturday of every 
month at 8 a.m. at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church in 
Harrisburg. Following the Mass, the Rosary and Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy are prayed in front of Hillcrest in Harrisburg. The next date 
is March 7. Call 717-432-5415 for more information.

Taizé Prayer of the Cross: The Sisters of St. Joseph invite 
you to gather in the spirit of Taizé Prayer of the Cross for an hour 
of prayer, song, silence, Scripture and intercessions on March 12 

at 7 p.m. at Sacred Heart Basilica in Hanover. The hour will be 
preceded by a short introduction to this prayer form.

Tri County Young Adults (Adams, Franklin, & lower Cum-
berland Counties) will host a young adult Taizé prayer service at 
Sacred Heart School in Conewago on March 14 at 2 p.m., lasting 
until approximately 4 p.m. Staff and Religious from Sisters of St. 
Joseph, Philadelphia, will facilitate the experience. Taizé prayer is 
filled with song, scripture, and silent meditation. RSVP by March 
11 to tricountytot@gmail.com or 717-817-4390.

Holy Infant Parish in York Haven will officially break ground 
on a new church and parish center on March 15 at 1:15 p.m. This 
will take place at site of the new church, 535 Conewago Creek 
Road, Manchester. Bishop Ronald Gainer will officiate. For more 
information, contact the parish office at 717-266-5286.

Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated at St. Cath-
erine Labouré Church in Harrisburg March 15 at 2 p.m. Confes-
sions are heard in English and Polish after Mass.

St. Joseph Parish in Danville will hold its parish mission 
march 18-20. Bishop Ronald Gainer will be the principal celebrant 
of Mass on March 18 at 5:30 p.m. March 19 and 20 features 
presentations by Father Angelus Shaughnessy, OFM, Cap., and 
March 21 features a presentation by Marie Hilliard. For a complete 
schedule of the parish mission, which includes Mass, Confessions 
and Stations of the Cross, contact the parish at 570-275-2512.

Living Stations of the Cross presented by the youth of the 
diocese will be presented March 23 at 4:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. at St. 
Joseph Church in Mechanicsburg. Contact Richard Groff, 717-
766-2472 or rgroff@sjsmch.org for information.

Education,  
Enrichment & Support

A Lenten Soup & Speaker Series: The Questions of Jesus 
will be offered at St. Joseph Parish Life and Education Center in 
Mechanicsburg on Thursdays Feb. 26-March 26. A simple meal of 
soup and bread, followed by a presentation. Remaining speak-
ers are Father Mark Wilke of Holy Name of Jesus Parish (Mar 
12), and Father Michael Reid of St. Katharine Drexel Parish (Mar 
19). The series will conclude with a performance by St. Joseph’s 
Choir (Mar 26). Register a week prior to each event. Dinner 
begins at 6 p.m., with the presentation at 6:45. Free-will offer-
ing. Contact Mary Vukelich, 717-766-9433 or adultformation@
stjosephmech.org; or visit www.stjosephmech.org/adult-education.

St. John the Baptist Parish in New Freedom will be host-
ing GriefShare, a video-based, Christ-centered support group 
program focusing on weekly grief topics associated with the death 
of a loved one. The thirteen sessions are designed to assist the 
bereaved in working through their grief. Each session includes a 
video presentation of the week’s topic with small group discus-
sions and workbook tools. Open to the community, GriefShare will 
be held in the St. Elizabeth Center at St. John’s on 13 Thursdays 
beginning March 12, 2015 from 7 to 9 p.m. except Holy Thursday 
and Ascension Thursday. Contact – Judy Newberger 717-235-
2156 x233.

A Lenten invitation with the Sisters of St. Joseph. From 
March 12-18, the Sisters of St. Joseph will offer prayers and 
reflections in various diocesan parishes. March 12, Taize Prayer 
of the Cross at the Basilica of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Cone-
wago, 7-8 p.m. March 13, reflection on St. Joseph at St. Joseph 
the Worker Parish in Bonneauville, 7-8 p.m. March 14, “Your God 
is Waiting to Love You,” at St. Joseph Village Community, from 10 
a.m.-noon for senior citizens, and 1-3 p.m. for adults of all ages. 
March 15, reflection on the Holy Family from 9:45-10:45 a.m. at 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Abbottstown, “We Remember, 
We Celebrate, We Believe,” from 2-4 p.m. at St. Joseph Village 
in McSherrystown, and “Family Life: Holy, Fully Alive and Messy!” 
from 6-7:30 p.m. at St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg. March 
16 “The Heart of Parenting” from 9-11:15 a.m. at St. Joseph 
Academy in McSherrsytown. March 18, “Families: The Extraordi-
nary Gift of the Ordinary Life,” 7 p.m. at the Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus in Conewago.

Tri County Theology On Tap (Adams Franklin, & lower Cum-
berland Counties) will have its next session March 16 at Bill Bate-
man’s Bistro in Hanover. Rebecca Little, Director of SSJ Mission 
Corps in Philadelphia along with Sister Michelle Lesher, SSJ and 
Sister Celeste Mokrzycki, SSJ, will speak about, “The Francis Ef-
fect.”  The presentation will begin at 7:30 p.m., followed by a brief 
Q&A session. Questions, please email tricountytot@gmail.com.

“Families: The Extraordinary Gift of the Ordinary Life”: In 
the day to day, families make God real to one another and the 
world. As one child said, “They put skin on God.” Together we can 
rekindle our energy for this great vocation and discover how close 

God is to our holy (not perfect) family. Wednesday March 18 at 7 
p.m. at Sacred Heart Basilica in Hanover.

Enrich your Lenten/Easter season by participating in 
a “Life in the Spirit” seminar. Life in the Spirit Semi-
nars are an instrument for bringing people into a 
deeper experience of the work of the Holy Spirit. The 
seminars offer the basic presentation of the Gospel, 
and the basic teaching about what the Lord is will-
ing to do for all who come to Him. The seminar is a 
seven night series and will be held on Wednesday 
evenings at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey start-
ing March 25 at 7 p.m. For information, call Lou at 
717-583-0240.

Holy Spirit Hospital in Camp Hill “Spirited Hearts” cardiac 
support group meeting will be held on March 25, from 6 -7:30 
p.m., in Holy Spirit Hospital’s Auditorium C&D. Maryann Brogden, 
RN, MSN, Critical Care Nurse Specialist/Stroke Coordinator at 
Holy Spirit Hospital, will present “How does coronary artery dis-
ease relate to stroke?” A question and answer session will follow 
the presentation. To register, please call 717-972-7690 or send 
an email to spiritedhearts@hsh.org.

St. Cyril Spiritual Center in Danville will host a silent, direct-
ed or private 24-hour or weekend retreat in March. The weekend 
retreat will be March 27-29, and the 24-hour retreat will be March 
27-28. The retreat is silent, and offers time for prayer, Liturgy and 
for those who choose a directed retreat, meeting privately with a 
spiritual director. Registration deadline is March 20. Register at 
www.sscm.org or call 570-275-0910.

Lift Your Spirits Performing Arts will present “Born for 
This,” a production detailing the final hours of Jesus Christ, on 
Palm Sunday, March 29, at 6 p.m. at Queen of the Most Holy 
Rosary Church, Elysburg.Tickets are $10 each and are available 
at the parish office or by calling 570-672-2302 Monday through 
Thursday from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 

A charity dinner and candlelight prayer vigil to stop 
human trafficking will take place March 31 at Shippensburg 
University. The event is hosted, in part, by the Catholic Campus 
Ministry and in partnership with the Newman Association. A 
lecture and dinner will begin at 4 p.m. in Reisner Hall, followed 
by the prayer vigil. Cost is $6.50 for students with identification, 
$20 for non-students. Registration deadline is March 17; visit 
www.ship.edu/criminal_justice or contact mpbratina@ship.edu or 
717-477-1765.

An Iconography Workshop led by Jody Cole will be held 
at St. Paul the Apostle Parish in Annville on two weekends, April 
10/11 and April 17/18. Time: Friday evening 6 -9 p.m. and Satur-
day 9-5 p.m. You will create an icon from start to finish. Cost of 
$165 includes all supplies, instruction, etc. $50 deposit to sign 
up with balance due first night of class. Space is limited, register 
early. Icon: St. Cecilia, patron saint of musicians. Call Jeanne, 
717-867-5492 or e-mail jarittle@comcast.net to register or for 
more information.

Matthew Kelly’s “Living Every Day with Passion and 
Purpose. Are you thriving or just surviving? Are you ready for 
more energy? A deeper sense of purpose? More joy? A clearer 
understanding of God’s plan for your life? Dynamic Catholic’s 
Passion & Purpose is not your typical church event! It has been 
a life-changing event for tens of thousands of people. Presented 
by internationally acclaimed speaker and author Matthew Kelly 
and his incredibly talented musical guest Eliot Morris. Saturday, 
April 18 from 7-10:45 p.m. at St. Joseph Church, Mechanicsburg. 
Tickets: $39, includes gift bag containing a hardcover copy of 
The Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic (retail value $27.95), “The 
Seven Pillars of Catholic Spirituality” CD, and much more! Pay 
by credit card at www.DynamicCatholic.com or the Dynamic 
Catholic switchboard, 859-980-7900. Pay by check at St. Joseph 
Parish Office, open Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., and 
Monday-Thursday 7-9 p.m. Questions? Call 717-766-9433.

Retreats, Pilgrimages & Trips
Join Father Kenneth Smith on a Pilgrimage to Ireland May 

11-21, 2015. Tour includes: Daily Mass, professional local guide, 
9 nights accommodation in 4 star and superior 3 star hotels (3 
nights in Dublin, 1 night in Cork, 2 nights in Killarney, 1 night in 
Galway, 1 night in Knock, 1 night in Armagh), full Irish break-
fast daily, dinner nightly, land transportation by private deluxe 
motorcoach, roundtrip domestic motorcoach transportation from 
Harrisburg to New York JFK Airport, roundtrip airfare from New 
York JFK to Dublin on nonstop flights on Delta Airlines, and more, 
for $3,499 per person/double occupancy. For complete details on 
this pilgrimage, contact: George’s International Tours, (800) 566-
7499, sales@georgesintl.com, or Karen Hurley, k.m.hurley1@
gmail.com.

Events & Fund-Raisers
St. Joseph Parish in Hanover will host an Indoor Yard Sale 

on March 7 in the social hall from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Breakfast and 
Lunch will be available. Proceeds to benefit the Deborah Loos 
Scholarship Fund.

The York Catholic High School Athletic Association will 
host bingo on March 8 in the school cafeteria. Doors open at 
noon, and bingo begins at 2 p.m. There will be two jackpots of 
$500, and one jackpot of $1,000. 

St. Philip the Apostle Youth Ministry in Millersville is 
sponsoring a Vendor Bingo on March 8. Doors and kitchen open 
at 1:30 p.m. and bingo begins at 3 p.m. Vendors are donating 
prizes for 20 games of regular bingo. There will also be special 
games, raffles, and a Chinese auction. All proceeds benefit youth 

and adult chaperones going to North Arlington, N.J., in July 2015 
to do a week of volunteer service with Catholic Heart Workcamp. 
For information, to donate items, or to buy tickets, contact Chris-
tine Miller at (717)872-2166 or cmiller@hbgdiocese.org. 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish in Marysville will host a 
Spaghetti Dinner March 12. Lunch will be served from 11 a.m.-2 
p.m. and dinner will be served from 4-7 p.m. Purchase tickets at 
the door. Cost of dinner which includes dessert: $7 and children 6 
and under eat free. Take-out is available. 

St. Columba School in Bloomsburg will host the third annual 
Leprechaun Loop 5K run/walk March 14 at 9 a.m. in downtown 
Bloomsburg. Check-in from 7-8:30 a.m. at the school. Costumes 
encouraged. Prizes and awards will be given. For entry fee 
information, award information and a registration form, visit www.
saintcolumbaschool.org.

St. Margaret Mary School in Harrisburg will hold its 8th 
annual 5K Run/Walk on March 21 at 8:30 a.m. Run/walk starts 
and finishes at the school, with the course through the streets of 
Penbrook. Prizes awarded to top three male and female finishers 
in several age groups. Support provided by Penbrook police, 
fire and EMS departments. Registration fees vary from $15-$25 
depending on registration date and inclusion of shirt. Register on 
the day of the race from 7-8:15 a.m., or online at www.pretzelci-
tysports.com. Visit www.stmm5k.webs.com for complete details.

St. Theresa School in New Cumberland is hosting its an-
nual Spring Fling Event on March 21 at 6:30 p.m. at Trinity High 
School in Camp Hill. Dinner, music and silent and live auctions. 
Tickets are $40 per person. For more information, please e-mail: 
stsspringfling@gmail.com.

Lancaster Catholic High School’s Fine and Performing Arts 
Concert and Lecture Series will continue with a dinner and dance 
fundraiser March 21 in the school cafeteria. Dinner begins at 6:30 
p.m. Event will include a performance by the LCHS Alumni & 
Friends Oldies Band,  a light buffet dinner/drinks starting at 6:30 
p.m.,  dancing and dessert starting at 7:30 p.m. Cost is $35 per 
ticket. Contact Tony Brill at 717-509-0310 or tbrill@lchsyes.org to 
RSVP before March 13. 

St. Benedict the Abbot Parish in Lebanon will host a St. 
Patrick’s Day Dance March 21 from 7-11 p.m. in the parish social 
hall. Tickets are $15 per person. Enjoy corn beef and cabbage, 
Irish potato salad, beverages and door prizes. Must be 21 or 
older to attend. For tickets, call 717-838-7581. Babysitting for 
potty trained aged children will be provided. Event will benefit St. 
Benedict’s Elevator Campaign.

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Williamstown is holding a 
SCENTSY BINGO on March 22 at Liberty Hose Company No. 1, 
W. Broad Street, Williamstown. Tickets are $15 in advance and 
$20 at the door. Doors open at noon and games start at 2 p.m. 
Call Jen Ulsh at 717-712-5958 or Anne Romberger at 717-647-
9182.

Thirtyone and Coach Purse Bingo will take place March 22 
at 2 p.m. at Resurrection Catholic School in Lancaster. The event 
includes door prizes and other surprises. Tickets are $25 and can 
be pre-ordered from sdaponte83@yahoo.com or by calling 717-
286-7449. Doors open at noon.

Trinity High School in Camp Hill announces its Spring 
Gala - “An Evening at the Derby” March 28 at Colonial Golf and 
Tennis Club in Harrisburg. The evening includes dinner, dancing, 
entertainment, live auction, silent auction, a “best hat” contest, 
and much more. Tickets are $100 per person. Tables are avail-
able for reservation. Call 717-761-2228 for more information or to 
purchase tickets. www.thsrocks.us/support-trinity/special-events.

St. Catherine Labouré School in Harrisburg will host 
the 1st Annual Topper Trot 5K and 1 Mile Fun Run, in honor of 
Monsignor Vincent Topper, on April 11 at 10 a.m. on the Bishop 
McDevitt High School campus. Funds raised will go towards 
tuition assistance for students at St. Catherine Labouré School.
For information on sponsorship opportunities and race registra-
tion, visit www.stcatherinelaboure.org and click on the Topper Trot 
logo. 

Contemporary Christian Music Artist Matt Maher is coming 
to St. John the Baptist Church in New Freedom to perform a 
spring concert April 17 at 7 p.m. in the Main Worship Area. Ad-
vance tickets are $20 per person, $25 at the door. Tickets are 
available in the parish office and through itickets.com. http://www.
itickets.com/events/336709.html. Additional information on Matt 
Maher and his music may be found on the parish website www.
sjbnf.org.

St. Joseph School York 100th Anniversary Gala: For 100 
years, St. Joseph School has been providing an excellent faith-
based education to thousands of children in York County. We are 
currently educating 375 students in grades pre-K 3 through 6th 
grade. To mark our 100th anniversary, we are celebrating with a 
Dinner Dance Gala on April 18 from 6-8pm at the beautiful and 
historic Valencia Ballroom. Reservations: $100 per couple/$60 
single. Please call 717-755-1797 or visit www.sjy.org.

Parish, School &  
Organization News

Director of Studies position is available at Lebanon Catho-
lic School. Applicants must have a degree in Education, Instruc-
tional II certification and clearances. Required two or more years 
of experience in middle and high school curriculum. Exhibit good 
organizational skills and good knowledge of computers. Please 
contact Mrs. Rose Kury at 717-273-3731 for more information.

Shining Light Thrift Shop, a ministry of the Cathedral Parish 
of St. Patrick in Harrisburg, will have a 25 hour week opening for 
a thrift shop assistant mid April. Resumes should be emailed to 
shininglightthriftshop@gmail.com. Hourly rate is $10. Questions, 
call Connie at the thrift shop at 717-234-2436. 
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Ancient Order of Hibernians,  
Oxford Hall to Hold Fundraiser

The Ancient Order of Hibernians, the largest and oldest Irish Catholic orga-
nization in the United States, established in 1836, is dedicated to supporting 
Irish and Catholic families, the faith, and the community. 

The four divisions of the AOH in south central Pennsylvania, along with the 
local Ladies AOH, will team up with Oxford Hall Celtic Shop in New Cum-
berland to raise money for several local charities. Now through March 17, 
shoppers can purchase items from Oxford Hall Catholic Shop, and 10% of the 
purchase will be donated to each chapter to raise money for a charity. Oxford 
Hall sells Irish imports, gifts and clothing, as well as Catholic merchandise. 

Divisions have been distributing hundreds of small green cards with infor-
mation on how to participate. Customers can also get the cards at the store. 
Purchases can be made in store or online at www.oxfordhall.com. Those who 
purchase online can use the code associated with each division. 

The four divisions and their charities are:
• Dauphin County #1, Bobby Sands Division, Harrisburg – Dauphin Coun-

ty Food Bank
• Cumberland County #1, Michael Collins Division, West Shore – Trinity 

High School scholarship
• Cumberland County #2, General Thompson Division, Carlisle – St. Pat-

rick School scholarship
• Adams County #1, Barnie Divine Division, Gettysburg – Hibernian Hun-

ger Project
• Ladies AOH, Our Lady of Knock – Silence of Mary Home, Harrisburg.
Oxford Hall Celtic Shop is located at 233 Bridge Street in New Cumber-

land. The shop will have information on each of the AOH and Ladies AOH 
divisions. For more information, contact Cindy Washburn at oxfordhall@aol.
com or 717-877-8899. 

Trinity High School to Host EKG Screening Clinic  
for Area Students via the Peyton Walker Foundation 

Trinity High School in Camp Hill will be hosting an EKG Screening Clinic 
on Saturday, March 28 from 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. PinnacleHealth CardioVascular 
Institute will be partnering with The Peyton Walker Foundation to provide 
free EKGs (Electrocardiograms) to all students in the Central Pennsylvania 
region, aged 14-19, who are not currently under the care of a cardiologist. 
Echocardiograms will also be offered on site free of charge for those students 
who are identified as needing additional testing.

The Foundation was established in honor of Peyton Walker, a 2012 Trinity 
High School graduate who passed away unexpectedly from sudden cardiac 
arrest at the young age of 19. The Foundation is offering these routine EKG 
screenings at no cost for students and student athletes as a means of early 
detection for heart-related issues.  

Some facts about Sudden Cardiac Arrest (SCA): It is the number one killer 
of student athletes. Every three days, a student dies from SCA. Some warning 
symptoms include dizziness, fainting, shortness of breath or chest pain. The 
first symptom of SCA is often sudden death. One out of every 100 students 
screened is found to have a previously undetected heart condition.

Pre-registration is required. Send an e-mail to linda@peytonwalker.org to 
be notified when registration is open. Visit www.peytonwalker.org or Face-
book.com/RideOnPeyton. 

St. Francis Xavier Parish to Host  
Events for Worldwide Year of the Family 

Planners of the Worldwide Year of the Family at St. Francis Xavier Parish 
in Gettysburg will host two events designed to bring parishioners closer to 
Christ during Lent.

The first will take place, March 15, from 6-7:30 p.m. at Xavier Center, 465 
Table Rock Rd, and will be an intergenerational event. The second will be the 
annual Parish Mission from March 17-19 and will feature dual venues, the 
Historic Church on West High Street and across the street at the Gettysburg 
United Methodist Church.

The first will provide a sensitive look at the normal family life as it com-
pares with the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. Adults will meet in the 
gymnasium at Xavier Center, while children, aged 4 and up, will be addressed 
in a classroom. 

Mission topics will cover core values expected of men and women in a 
Christian home and their contribution to society, its culture, to the Church, 
and their relationship with God. Gender requires different qualities in the 
family, ergo the need for separate meeting places.

Mass will be celebrated at 6:30 each night of the mission for both men and 
women in the church prior to the presentations. 

“Family Life: Holy, Fully Alive…and Messy” is the title of the March 15 
program. It will be conducted by two Sisters of Mount Saint Joseph Convent, 
a teaching order with an evangelistic Ministry of Spirituality in Philadelphia. 
Sister Dolores Clerico will speak to adults in the Xavier Center gymnasium, 
and Sister Celeste Mokrzycki will teach the children in a classroom.

Walt Tuchalski, Hospitality Chairman at the church, will prepare an expan-
sive table of comfort food to share with attendees that evening.

Father Brian Doerr, Vice Rector for Human Development at Mount St. 
Mary’s Seminary, Emmitsburg, Md., will lead the men’s group all three nights 
of the mission. Sister Rosanne Karmazin, Director of Religious Education 
and Coordinator for the Rite of Christian Initiation (RCIA) at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Parish, Abbottstown, will conduct the women’s session for the 
opening night of mission, March 17. Karen Bruskewicz, Lay Campus Min-
ister at Elizabethtown College and RCIA Coordinator for St. Peter Catholic 
Church, will lead the women’s group the following night. A panel discussion 
by the Parish Council of Catholic Women (PCCW) at St. Francis Xavier, will 
be the closing segment of the mission for women.

Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in March during 
the past 25 years:

Franciscan Father Gerald 
Kedziora, 2002

Bishop Nicholas C. Dattilo, 
2004

Conventual Franciscan Father 
Robert Grzybowski, 2007

Deacon J. Leo Dunn, 2007
Abbot John Neitzel, O. Praem, 

2008
Father Lawrence Gross, 2009
Father John Greaney, 2009
Father David Hillier, 2014

The names of the following de-
ceased persons have been submitted 
by their parishes:

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: 
George M. Daily, Helen T. 
Voystock Glump, John N. Yodock, 
Sr.
CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: 
Patricia Leighton, Helene Schmidt.
COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady 
of Hope: Anthony Musso, Emily 
Sherrick.
DANVILLE – St. Joseph: Anita 
Diehl, Alice Mazich.
ELIZABETHTOWN – St. Peter: 
Timothy McTaggert.
ENOLA – Our Lady of Lourdes: 
Edwin J. Fisher.
GETTYSBURG – St. Francis 
Xavier: William L. Hemler, Sr.
HANOVER – St. Joseph: Truman 
M. Heck, Thomas J. Hufnagle, 
Jr., Margaret S. Klunk, Joan A. 
Zinnert; St. Vincent de Paul: 
William “Wheaties” Staub.
HARRISBURG – Holy Name 
of Jesus: Joseph F. Clover, Jr., 
MaryEllen Durick, Gloria J. 
Gaddes, John H. Harbold, Marc 
L. Worthington; St. Catherine 
Labouré: Joanne Books; St. 
Margaret Mary: Anna Keel, Esther 
L. Nicholas.
HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: Jim 
Bouch, Richard Hein.
JONESTOWN – Our Lady of 
Fatima: Elizabeth Batula.

KULPMONT – Holy Angels: 
Peter Bartos.
LANCASTER – St. Anne: Peggy 
Krawizcki.
MCSHERRYSTOWN – 
Annunciation BVM: Walter 
Kachele.
MECHANICSBURG – St. 
Joseph: Diane Dougherty.
MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows 
BVM: Frank Melusky.
MOUNT CARMEL – Our Lady 
of Lourdes: Margaret Artman, 
Winona Owens.
NEW FREEDOM – St. John the 
Baptist: Dominick Pennella.
WAYNESBORO – St. Andrew: 
Louise Beck, Jim Moore, Geraldine 
O’Keefe.
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St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Church 
in Harrisburg will serve fish and perohi dinners 
this Lent on Wednesdays from 4-6:30 p.m. in the 
parish hall. Homemade soups, side dishes and 
desserts will also be available. Perohi (pierogies) 
will be sold frozen for $6 per dozen each Wednes-
day during the dinners and from noon-1 p.m. 
Wednesday and on Saturdays from 9 a.m.-noon. 
Fillings available will be potato and cheese, cab-
bage, sauerkraut, prune, farmer cheese and apple. 
Smoked Kielbasa will also be available for sale for 
$6 a ring. The newly renovated parish gift shop will 
also be open during the Wednesday sale times. 
For info: 717-652-0545, or www.stannbyz.org.

Divine Redeemer Parish in Mount 
Carmel will host Lenten meals in Divine Mercy 
Hall from 11 a.m-6 p.m., eat-in or take-out. On 
March 6, there will be a dinner of fish, macaroni 
and cheese and stewed tomatoes, with a drink 
and a roll. Cost is $8. On March 20, potato cakes 
will be sold from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. for 75 cents each. 
Batter will also be available for purchase. On 
March 29, a spaghetti dinner will be served, includ-
ing salad, spaghetti and meatballs, bread, butter, 
dessert and beverage. Tickets are $8 and can be 
purchased at the door. Bring your own container 
for take-outs.

Immaculate Conception BVM Parish 
in Berwick will hold Lenten fish dinners on 
Fridays through March 27 from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Eat-
in or take-out. Batter-dipped fried fish, baked fish, 
chicken tenders, breaded shrimp. Choice of French 
fries or baked potato. Choice of coleslaw, corn or 
baked beans. Homemade pies, rice pudding and 
beverages available. Factory orders welcome – call 
570-759-9227 or fax 570-759-6637 before 10 a.m.

The Knights of Columbus of St. Jude 
Thaddeus Parish in Mifflintown will serve 
their annual Lenten Fish Dinners in the church 
social hall on Fridays through March 27 from 
4-7 p.m. All-you-can-eat meal includes fried and 
baked fish, popcorn shrimp, fried clams, French 
fries, macaroni and cheese, stewed tomatoes, 
corn, green beans, coleslaw, applesauce, rolls, 
puddings, and a selection of homemade desserts. 
Pay at the door: adults $12; ages 6-12 $6; children 
5 and under are free. 

St. Rose of Lima Parish in York will be 
holding its annual seafood fundraiser during the 
Lenten season. The lunches and dinners will be 
served every Friday through March 27. Lunches 
will run from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 pm. Dinners will begin 
at 4 p.m. and end at 7:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion, visit www.saintroseoflimayork.org.

Holy Spirit Parish in Palmyra will hold 
its Lenten Fish Fry Dinners every Friday in Lent, 
excluding Good Friday, from 3-7 p.m. in the Church 
Social Hall. Menu includes fried fish, baked fish, 
butterfly shrimp, single crab cake dinners and 
pierogie dinners. Average price is $8.50. Dinners 
are followed by Stations of the Cross at 7:30 p.m.

Knights of Columbus Council #8151 
of St. Bernadette Parish in Duncannon 
will sponsor Lenten fish dinners on March 6 and 
March 20 from 4-7 p.m. Eat-in or take-out.

St. Matthew Parish Knights of Co-
lumbus Council 15351 will be hosting baked 
fish dinners at the parish activity center in Dauphin 
March 13 and March 27 from 4-7 p.m. Dinner 
options include homemade crab cakes and baked 
haddock fillets. Dinners include twice baked potato, 
coleslaw, applesauce, roll, and drink. A children’s 
meal will be available. Homemade pierogies will be 
available a la carte, as well as a variety of des-
serts. 

Holy Angels Parish in Kulpmont will 
hold Lenten fish dinners on Fridays during Lent 
from 4-6 p.m. in the activity center. Take-out or eat-
in. Donations are $8 for adults, $5 for children 12 
and under. Stations of the Cross take place Fridays 
at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in 
Mechanicsburg will hold Lenten dinners on 
March 6, 13, 20, and 27 from 4-6:30p.m. The cost 
is $11, which includes soup, fish, vegetable, starch, 
roll, drink and dessert. Limited amount of pasta 
dinners for $9, child’s pasta and fish dinners for $5. 
Take-out is available. A family price will be posted 
in our bulletin online prior to the dinners.

St. Peter Parish in Columbia will hold 
its Lenten Friday Fish Fry through March 27 
from 4-6:30 p.m. Menu features baked haddock, 
oysters, scallops, crab cakes and other non-meat 
dishes prepared by the women of the parish. 
Included in the price of the platters are: coleslaw, 
a dinner roll, macaroni and cheese, a vegetable 
and French fries. Macaroni and cheese, pizza, fish 
sticks, fish sandwiches and French fries may be 
purchased a la carte as well. Homemade desserts 
are also available. Eat-in or take-out. 

Our Lady Help of Christians Parish 
in Lykens will hold their Lenten Fish Frys every 
Friday through March 27 in the parish hall, from 4-7 
p.m. The menu will include a variety of seafood, 
both baked and fried. (There will not be a fish fry 
on Good Friday.)Eat-in or take-out. Call 717-453-
7895 for take-outs.

Knights of Columbus Holy Rosary 
Council 869 at 145 Peach Street in Harrisburg 
will hold Lenten Fish Frys every Friday during Lent 
from 4-7 p.m. Cost is $10, all-you-can-eat. For 
information, call 717-545-6504.

St. Philip the Apostle Parish in 
Millersville will host the following Lenten meals, 
each at 4:30 p.m. On March 6, the parish council 
will serve veggie lasagna. On March 13, the men’s 
club will serve grilled cheese and tomato soup. 
On March 20, the women’s auxiliary will serve fish 
sticks. On March 27, the youth ministry will serve a 
soup and salad bar.

Knights of Columbus Council 15137 
of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
Parish in Harrisburg will hold fish dinners 
every Friday through March 27 from 4:30-7 p.m. in 
the community center located in the church base-
ment. Dinner choices will feature beer-battered 
haddock, baked lemon pepper tilapia, and breaded 
shrimp along with macaroni and cheese with fish 
sticks for kids. Adult dinners are $10 per person 
and kids’ meals are $5 per person. Coleslaw, 
dessert and beverage included. Take-outs are 
available. Please join us for Stations of the Cross 
at 7:15 p.m. each Friday.

The Knights of Columbus of Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Parish in Ab-
bottstown will host Lenten dinners in the parish 
hall on Fridays from 4:45-6:45 p.m. Stations of 
the Cross at 7 p.m. follow the dinners each Friday 
evening.

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in New 
Holland will host fish dinners from 5-7 p.m. on 
Fridays through March 27. Menu for March 6 and 
March 13 will be baked fish, or battered fried fish 
sandwich, or macaroni and cheese and stewed 
tomatoes. Menu on March 20 is baked fish, or 
crab cakes, or macaroni and cheese with stewed 
tomatoes. Menu for March 27 will be baked fish, 
or peeled shrimp, or macaroni and cheese and 
stewed tomatoes. All meals come with a choice of 
a baked potato or French fries, coleslaw or apple-
sauce, stewed tomatoes or green beans, a dinner 
roll, beverage and dessert. Take-outs available. For 
information on ticket prices, location and meals, 
visit www.ourladyoflourdesnh.com.

St. Francis Xavier Parish in Get-
tysburg will host its fourth annual Lenten Fish 
Frys on March 6, 13, 20 and 27 from 5-7 p.m. at 
Xavier Center. Dine-in or take-out. There will 
be adult, senior, children and reduced-
portion portions available. Children under 
5 eat free. For more information, call 
717-334-4048. 

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish in Mid-
dletown will hold its Fish Fry on Fridays through 
March 27 from 5-8 p.m. in the school cafeteria. 
Menu features all-you-can-eat batter-dipped fish 
(eat-in only) plus lemon-pepper fish, crab cakes, 
jumbo fried shrimp, macaroni and cheese, piero-
gies, and a variety of desserts, including coconut 
cream pie. Handicap accessible. Overflow parking  
available at nearby Feaser Middle School. Doors 
open at 3:30 p.m. Dine-in or place your take-out 
order by calling 717-944-5488 after 4 p.m. Cash, 
check, MasterCard, Visa, and Discover cards are 
accepted. Also available for sale during the Fish 
Fry –handmade chocolate eggs available in peanut 
butter, butter cream, and coconut dipped in white, 
dark, or milk chocolate. For more information, 
including full menu, visit www.sevensorrows.org. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in 
Cornwall will be holding Lenten Fish Dinners 
on Wednesdays March 11, 18, 25, and April 1 from 
4-7 p.m. in the parish social hall. Menu includes 
baked or fried fish and baked potato or French 
fries, applesauce or coleslaw, homemade dessert, 
coffee or tea. Salad will also be available. Cost is 
$8 for adult dinners and $2 for child’s (12 & under) 
fish dinner.

St. John the Baptist Parish in New 
Freedom will host Lenten seafood dinners on 
March 6 and 20 from 4-7 p.m. For information, visit 
the parish Web site, www.sjbnf.org.

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in 
Spring Grove will be hosting Lenten seafood 
dinners every Friday through March 27. Meals will 
be served from 4-8 p.m., and there will also be chil-
dren’s activities. Cash and credit cards accepted. 
Take-out orders can be called in at 717-225-1407. 
New expanded menu items include homemade 
soup, crab pretzels, haddock, salmon, shrimp, 
omelets, pasta, crab cakes, handmade personal 
pan pizza and homemade desserts. Full menu is 
available online at www.sacredheartsg.com. 

Our Lady of  Hope Parish in Coal 
Township will host a crab cake dinner March 
20 from 4-6 p.m. in the parish hall. Cost is $9 for 
adults, $4 for children. Eat in or take out. Tickets 
available at the parish office, or the day of the 
dinner.

Lenten Dinners

The Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic Women’s Scholarship will 
be awarded to a Catholic senior high school girl for her freshman year at an 
accredited college, university, or trade school. The amount of the academic 
scholarship is $1,000. 

Applicants must be sponsored by a mother, grandmother or guardian who 
is an active member of a Parish Council of Catholic Women for no less than 
one year. The applicant and her sponsor must be residents of the Diocese of 
Harrisburg. Applicants must meet all conditions established by the Scholar-
ship Committee as set forth in its rules and regulations, which are included in 
the application packet. 

Applications are available from parish presidents of the Council of Catholic 
Women. More information can be obtained by contacting Joyce Scott, Schol-
arship Chair, at 717-737-0927 or joynbob10@comcast.net. The application 
deadline is May 1, 2015. 

Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic 
Women Seeks Applicants for Scholarship

Harrisburg Diocesan Council  
of Catholic Women’s
90TH Annual Convention

“Moving Forward in Faith, Service, Hope and Love”

April 20, 2015 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

Bishop Ronald W. Gainer, principal celebrant and homilist,  
concelebrating with priests of the diocese

Keynote speaker: Marlene Watkins,  
North American Lourdes Association  

Afternoon workshop:  
“Celebrating 90 Years of HDCCW”

All women of the diocese are cordially invited to attend.
There will be a meditation room, exhibits, religious and Fair Trade items, 

a silent auction to benefit the Scholarship Fund and a closing prayer service.
Cost of $25 includes registration fee, continental breakfast and lunch. Reg-

istration and continental breakfast from 8-9 a.m.
Registration deadline is April 6, 2015; 
Contact Linda at 717-939-3629 or linda.hartzell@comcast.net
Cancellations must be received by April 13, 2015.

Bishop Gainer, Local Priests and Deacons 
to Take Part in Radio Share-A-Thon

WHYF AM 720 will hold an on air Share-a-Thon on March 17, 18 and 19 to raise 
funds for the continued operation of the Catholic station.  Bishop Ronald Gainer, along 
with priests and deacons of the diocese and others, will be on the air sharing information 
about the station and the good works it does between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. with breaks for 
the Daily Mass from 1-2 p.m. Pledges can be made by calling the station at 717-525-
8110. More information and the option to donate online are available at www.720whyf.
com.

The twice-a-year on air fundraisers are vital for the station. LeonaFrances Woskowi-
ak, Holy Family Radio Board Member, explained the need, “We are totally listener sup-
ported and these share-a-thons greatly help us to let people know of our mission and our 
great need for funds. Without listener support, we would not be on the air.”  

Bishop Gainer, in a prepared message for the fundraiser, reminds listeners of the need 
with this comment, “Holy Family Radio works closely with me and the many ministries 
of our diocese.  But they are an independent apostolate and they rely on you, their lis-
teners, for the support they need to continue their many good works.” Bishop Gainer is 
scheduled to appear on the fundraiser on Tuesday, March 17 from 2 to 4 p.m.

Woskowiak said that they are also looking for individuals who might consider doing a 
matching fund gift for the share-a-thon, and there will be items available for those who 
pledge certain amounts of money toward the mission of the station.  

WHYF AM 720 is the only radio station in the Diocese of Harrisburg that is devoted 
to Catholic programming. The station produces a variety of local programs, as well as 
airing material from the EWTN network. Bishop Gainer is a member of the station’s 
Board of Directors. 

Clergy scheduled to take part include:
March 17 – Deacon Michael Grella and Father John Bednarik from 9-11 a.m., Father 

Paul Schenck from 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Bishop Gainer and Msgr. William King from 2-4 
p.m., and Deacon Phil Ladoucer from 4-6 p.m.

March 18 – Father Dan Richards from 9-11 a.m., Deacon Joe Wrabel and Father 
Frank Karwacki from 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Deacon Tom Boucek and Deacon Greg Amarante 
from 2-4 p.m., and Deacon Jeff Baylor and Deacon Dan and Judy Waloski from 4-6 p.m.

March 19 – Father William Weary and Father Peter Hahn from 9-11 a.m., Deacon 
Matthew Larlick from 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Deacon Michel Oles and Deacon Jim Doyle from 
2-4 p.m., and Father Neil Sullivan and Deacon Steve Huete from 4-6 p.m.
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Harrisburg Diocesan Guild of  
the Catholic Medical Association

Annual Lenten Reflection 
for Catholic physicians, healthcare workers,  

medical students and residents
March 14 from 9 a.m.-noon 

Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg 
Speaker and Celebrant: Bishop Ronald Gainer

“The Joy of Lighting a Fire in the Heart of the World”
The morning includes Mass, confessions,  

adoration and light refreshments.
Free will offering will be accepted.

For planning purposes, RSVP by March 11 to CathMedHbg@aol.com

CNS/MATT CASHORE, COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME
Holy Cross Father Theodore Hesburgh, former  
president of the University of Notre Dame, died Feb. 
26 at age 97 in the Holy Cross House adjacent to 
the university in South Bend, Ind. He is pictured in a 
2006 photo. 

By Catholic News Service
Holy Cross Father Theodore M. Hesburgh, who 

led the University of Notre Dame through a period 
of dramatic growth during his 35 years as president 
and held sway with political and civil rights leaders, 
died Feb. 26 at the age of 97.

As the longest serving president of Notre Dame, 
from 1952 to 1987, Father Hesburgh built the uni-
versity from a small college primarily known for its 
prowess on the football field into one of the nation’s 
premier higher education institutions.

In announcing the highly regarded priest’s death, 
the university did not cite a specific cause.

A funeral Mass for Father Hesburgh was to be cel-
ebrated the afternoon of March 4 at the Basilica of 
the Sacred Heart on the Notre Dame campus.

Following the funeral a procession was planned 
from the basilica to the Holy Cross Community 
Cemetery for his burial. The university also planned 
to hold a tribute ceremony that evening in Purcell 
Pavilion at the Joyce Center.

“We mourn today a great man and faithful priest 
who transformed the University of Notre Dame and 
touched the lives of many,” Holy Cross Father John 
I. Jenkins, Notre Dame’s current president, said in a 
statement. “With his leadership, charism and vision, 
he turned a relatively small Catholic college known 
for football into one of the nation’s great institutions 
for higher learning.

“In his historic service to the nation, the Church 
and the world, he was a steadfast champion for hu-
man rights, the cause of peace and care for the poor,” 
he said.

Father Hesburgh was born May 25, 1917, in Syra-
cuse, New York, to Anne Murphy Hesburgh and 
Theodore B. Hesburgh, an executive of the Pitts-
burgh Plate Glass Co.

He was educated at Notre Dame and Rome’s 
Pontifical Gregorian University. He was ordained 
a priest of the Congregation of the Holy Cross in 
1943 in Sacred Heart Church, today the basilica, on 
the Notre Dame campus. He received a doctorate 
in sacred theology from The Catholic University of 
America in 1945.

After doctoral studies he joined the university fac-
ulty, teaching in the religion department, and served 
as chaplain to World War II veterans on campus. In 
1949 he was appointed executive vice president of 
Notre Dame. He became the university’s 15th presi-
dent in 1952.

Under his presidency, the university budget grew 
from $9.7 million to $176.6 million while the en-
dowment expanded from $9 million to $350 million. 
Enrollment increased from 4,979 students to 9,600 
and the faculty expanded from 389 to 950.

In 1967, he oversaw the transference of gover-
nance of the school from the Congregation of the 
Holy Cross to a two-tiered, mixed board of lay and 
religious trustees and fellows. The school also ad-
mitted women to undergraduate programs beginning 

Father Theodore Hesburgh, Higher  
Education Leader, Diplomat, Dies at 97

BOY SCOUTS, GIRL SCOUTS, and  
AMERICAN HERITAGE GIRLS

Bishop Ronald Gainer will celebrate a Mass for all of the Scouts of our dio-
cese and their families. Scouts who have completed any of the Catholic religious 
awards in the past year will be recognized for their accomplishments, but all 
Scouting families are encouraged to attend.  Won’t you consider joining us?

April 19, 2015
Church of the Good Shepherd

3435 Trindle Road
Camp Hill, PA

Mass at 2:00 pm

Full details are available on the diocesan website (hbgdiocese.org) under 
“Youth” and “Catholic Scouting.”

The deadline to pre-order commemorative patches is March 20, 2015.  The 
deadline to have your achievement printed in the mass booklet is April 7, 2015.

in 1972.
Father Hesburgh also played an influential role in 

national and international affairs both during and af-
ter his presidency. He held 16 presidential appoint-
ments over the years, tackling major social issues 
including civil rights, immigration reform, peace-
ful uses of atomic energy, campus unrest, treatment 
of Vietnam draft evaders and development in the 
world’s poorest nations.

He was a charter member of the U.S. Commission 
on Civil Rights when it was created in 1957 by Pres-
ident Dwight D. Eisenhower. He chaired the body 
from 1969 until 1972 when President Richard Nixon 
dismissed him over his criticism of the administra-
tion’s civil rights record.

The Holy Cross priest also served on President 
Gerald R. Ford’s Clemency Board, which was re-
sponsible for deciding the fate of Vietnam offenders.

His work on the two commissions led to the cre-
ation of the Center for Civil & Human Rights at 
Notre Dame Law School.

During a tribute on Capitol Hill in 2013, congres-
sional leaders from both sides of the aisle honored 
Father Hesburgh days before his 96th birthday. Vice 
President Joe Biden said during the gathering that 
he ran for public office at the age of 29 in 1972 be-
cause of Father Hesburgh’s passion for civil rights. 

“You’re one of the reasons I’ve been so proud to be 
a Catholic,” Biden told Father Hesburgh.

Other elected officials at the event praised Father 
Hesburgh as an inspiration for all people in public 
office.

Father Hesburgh served on the Overseas Devel-
opment Council, a private organization supporting 
interests in developing nations, beginning in 1971 
and chaired it until 1982. He led efforts to overcome 
mass starvation in Cambodia in 1979 and 1980. 
From 1979 to 1981, he chaired the Select Commis-
sion on Immigration and Refugee Policy, which is-
sued recommendations which became the basis of 
congressional reform legislation several years later.

During the Cold War in the early 1980s, Father 
Hesburgh joined a private initiative which sought 
to unite internationally known scientists and world 
religious leaders in condemning nuclear weapons. 
He organized a 1982 meeting at the Vatican of 58 
scientists from around the world who called for the 
elimination of nuclear weapons.

Father Hesburgh served four popes, including 
three as the Vatican’s permanent representative to 
the International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna 
from 1956 to 1970. Blessed Paul VI asked him to 
build the Tantur Ecumenical Institute in Jerusalem, 
which the university continues to operate. Father 
Hesburgh also served as head of the Vatican delega-
tion attending the 20th anniversary of the United 
Nations’ human rights declaration in Teheran, Iran, 
in 1968. He also served as a member of the Holy 
See’s U.N. contingent in 1974.

In 1983, St. John Paul II appointed the Holy Cross 
priest to the Pontifical Council for Culture.

He also served as a trustee and chairman of the 
Rockefeller Foundation. He became ambassador to 
the 1979 U.N. Conference on Science and Technol-
ogy for Development, the first time a priest served 
in a formal diplomatic role for the U.S. government.

In addition, Father Hesburgh served on several 
commissions and study groups in the field of edu-
cation. He served as chairman of the International 
Federation of Catholic Universities from 1963 to 
1970, leading a movement to redefine the nature and 
mission of contemporary Catholic education.

Father Hesburgh held 150 honorary degrees and 
was the first priest elected to the Board of Overseers 
of Harvard University, serving for two years, from 
1994 to 1995, as president of the board. He also co-
chaired the Knight Commission on Intercollegiate 
Athletics in its efforts to reform college sports, from 
1990 to 2003.

Father Hesburgh wrote an autobiography, “God, 
Country and Notre Dame,” published in 1990 and 
three other books, including “The Human Impera-
tive: A Challenge for the Year 2000,” “The Hes-
burgh Papers: Higher Values in Higher Education” 
and “Travels with Ted and Ned.”

He is survived by a brother, James. Three sisters 
preceded him in death.
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Madelynn and Olivia Reilly – joined near-
ly 100 fellow catechumens for the Rite of 
Election at St. Patrick Cathedral in Har-
risburg.

The annual rite celebrates a milestone 
in the process of Christian initiation, in-
scribing the names of catechumens into 
the Book of Elect. Catechumens are pre-
sented to the bishop, and sponsors place a 
hand on the shoulder of the elect as a sign 
of their continuing care and example.

Jessica’s sponsor is her religion teacher 
at Lebanon Catholic, Julie Shuyler.

Three years ago, Jessica would have 
dismissed the idea of ever standing before 
the diocesan bishop with her religion class 
teacher. When she was enrolled at Leba-
non Catholic in seventh grade after mov-
ing to area to live with her grandmother, 
she wasn’t attracted to the Church.

“There were just some things about it 
that I didn’t agree with,” she said.

Her first year at Lebanon Catholic, she 
said, “was rough, because I was resist-
ing, especially in religion class, because I 
didn’t want to hear about the Church.”

Eventually, Mrs. Shuyler approached 
Jessica to ask her what she didn’t like or 
understand.

“Mrs. Shuyler took an interest, she 
heard me out, and then she explained 
Church teaching to me. Soon, I began 
to understand and appreciate it,” Jessica 
said. “I credit her a lot for caring, and for 
brining me to the faith.”

Jessica’s paradigm shift was a gradual 
swing, nurtured by a caring school com-
munity.

“I feel like the teachers look at us as 
their children,” she remarked. “They go 
out of their way to make sure we’re re-
ceiving a quality Catholic education.”

The Lebanon Catholic community has 
accompanied Jessica, Troy, Madelynn and 
Olivia throughout this leg of their faith 
journey, beginning with the ceremonial 
Rite of Initiation during a school-wide 
Mass this past November.

The rite included the signing of the 
senses, whereby the sponsors made the 
Sign of the Cross over the catechumens’ 
mouths, shoulders and ears.

Father Michael Rothan, school chaplain 
and pastor of Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Parish, and Deacon Richard 
Wentzel from the parish, saw the Rite of 
Initiation as a teaching moment for the 
school community, and as a way for fac-
ulty and students to show their support for 

Journey
Continued from 1

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Pat Leone of St. Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg presents to Bishop Gainer the names of the catechumens who will enter 
the Church at the Easter Vigil, where they will receive the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist.

Sponsors stand with their hands on the shoulders of catechumens as  
Bishop Ronald Gainer addresses them during the Rite of Election at St. Patrick  
Cathedral. “I hope you feel a true sense of belonging in the Catholic faith and that 
you have found a home in your parish…. You are soon to be embraced by the 
Catholic Church,” the bishop said. “We all know that it is easy for a time to ignore 
those stirrings from God. But at some point the tug points you to something new 
and you respond…to the covenant God has made with us – the elect – he has 
chosen you.”

Jessica, Troy, Madelynn and Olivia. The 
four students began the RCIA process at 
the parish with Father Rothan last fall.

School-wide support has been an uplift-
ing aspect for sisters Madelynn and Olivia 
Reilly.

“The teachers have been helping me a 
lot, especially with religion and the parts 

of the Mass,” said Olivia, a fourth grader.
She expressed her gratitude for her 

teacher, Mary Hummel, who often works 
with her one-on-one, and to Father Ro-
than, who, in addition to his work at the 
parish, regularly visits Lebanon Catholic.

“He has been the most supportive in 
teaching us about the faith, and making it 

fun and interesting to learn,” Olivia said.
Olivia and Madelynn chose their grand-

mother, Diane Reilly, as their sponsor be-
cause of her positive influence as a Catho-
lic.

“Our grandmother is one of the most 
influential people in our lives,” said Mad-
elynn, an eighth grader. “She talks to me 
and my sister about the Bible, the life of 
Christ, and prayer.”

They await the Easter Vigil, and are 
eager to receive the Eucharist and fully 
participate in the community that has so 
readily embraced them.

“At St. Mary’s, you’re sitting there 
in the pew and people are walking past 
you for Communion. They smile as they 
pass by, because they know we’ll soon be 
walking up for Communion with them,” 
Madelynn said.

Tugging at a cross that hangs outside 
of his school uniform vest, senior Troy 
Buckley ponders where he would be today 
if he hadn’t enrolled at Lebanon Catholic 
and started the RCIA process last fall.

He had been living in the Philadelphia 
area, attending a nondenominational 
church and studying in a public school, 
but was “having some troubles on the 
home front,” he said, and wanted to make 
a change in his life.

Troy contacted his cousin, Amy Buck-
ley, a senior at Lebanon Catholic, and 
soon relocated to Lebanon and enrolled in 
the school.

“I sought LC because I wanted to better 
my education,” Troy remarked. 

In the process, he realized that he want-
ed to join the Church, a desire spurred on 
by the community he found at the school 
– even though that caring environment 
stunned him at first.

“I came from a big public school. When 
you’re in a class of more than 300 people, 
it’s social survival,” Troy explained. “So 
the close community at LC was a shock 
to me. I wasn’t used to having real friends 
and a caring staff. They look at you as part 
of their family. If you pain, they pain. If 
you rejoice, they rejoice.

“My journey toward the Catholic 
Church would be absolutely different if I 
had not come to this school,” he said.

Throughout the past several months, 
Troy, Jessica, Madelynn and Olivia have 
forged a special bond as they’ve journeyed 
together through the RCIA process and 
taken steps to enter the Catholic Church 
this Easter. 

All of them have experienced chal-
lenge and difficulty in their young lives, 
and have found hope and strength in the 
Catholic Church, in their parish, and in 
their school.

They feel the Church calling them and 
challenging them to deepen their relation-
ship with Christ, to forge a life of prayer, 
to work for social justice, to forgive those 
who have hurt them in the past.

Olivia, who previously attended Mass 
occasionally during weekend visits with 
her grandmother, now attends regularly, 
and is continually learning about it.

Madelynn has come to establish a life 
of prayer.

“I’ve realized that there is power in 
prayer. When I’m praying, I feel like I can 
take on life,” she said. “I feel happier and 
confident that God is with me. It’s such an 
uplifting feeling.”

Jessica, who will be the only practic-
ing Catholic in her family, understands 
that when she prays before meals, attends 
Mass and fasts during Lent, she will be a 
witness to the faith.

And Troy has found true Christian joy.
“I have grown as a person in this jour-

ney of faith. I’ve learned how to forgive. 
I’ve come to know that the Eucharist is 
going to fulfill me where I feel empty,” 
he said. “I feel happy and blessed. When I 
go home, people comment on how I can’t 
stop smiling. That’s because the Catholic 
Church has already done so many won-
ders for me.”
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The Pennsylvania  
Catholic Conference
Special to The Witness 

The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference, 
the public affairs agency of Pennsylvania’s 
Catholic bishops and the Catholic dioceses 
of Pennsylvania, recently conducted the fol-
lowing interview with Jerica Youngken, who 
is a International Development Fellow with 
Catholic Relief Services in Rwanda. Catholic 
Relief Services works to assist the poor over-
seas an din the United United States. Jerica 
is a member of Our Lady of Victory Parish in 
Tannersville, Pa., in the Diocese of Scranton. 

What inspired you to pursue the  
fellowship program with CRS?

I have long admired CRS’ work, both 
abroad and in the United States, and therefore 
pursued the fellowship program as a way to 
learn more about the organization and gain ex-
perience in one of the program offices abroad. 

What is the most striking  
difference between life at home  
here in Pennsylvania and where  

you were on your mission?

The most striking difference for me is the 
pace of life. I often find that in Pennsylvania 
I am rushing from one thing to the next and I 
hardly take the time to really treasure the cur-
rent moment. I am also always “plugged in,” 
whether it be to the TV, computer, or smart 
phone. In Rwanda, on the other hand, there 
is a large emphasis placed on time spent to-
gether with friends and family. When you run 
into someone you know on the street, you 
take the time to properly greet them and have 
a conversation. We take a break each day in 
the office and share tea and coffee together as 
colleagues and catch up on our lives outside 
of work. In the evenings, I often visit a friend 
and we enjoy one another’s company without 
the distraction of electronics. Life in Rwanda 
feels much more peaceful and intentional in 
many ways.

Pennsylvania Native Serves as CRS Fellow in Rwanda

What is the most  
striking similarity?

The most striking similarity for me is 
the natural beauty. I grew up in the Pocono 
Mountains in northeast Pennsylvania and love 
being able to hike and spend time in nature. 
Rwanda’s rolling hills and densely forested 
natural parks provide ample opportunity for 
hiking, trekking, and exploring the beautiful 
landscape.

How has the experience affected your 
goals for the future?

    This experience has helped me to identify 
which aspect of international development I 
would like to focus on in the future. By being 
exposed to various program areas and opera-
tional departments, I have been able to narrow 
down my interests and identify where I think 
my skills and talents can best align with CRS’ 
mission. This experience has also reinforced 
my goal to work for an organization with 

lief and development in order to use my gifts 
to assist others in bettering their quality of life 
and ensuring their human dignity.

How has the experience  
affected your Catholic faith?

Every time I travel abroad, and therefore 
far away from my closest friends and family, 
I am reminded of God’s unyielding love for 
me. It is in those moments when I am feel-
ing alone, unsure, or simply unsettled that I 
feel God reaching out and reminding me that 
he is always there to guide and comfort me. 
That is probably the strongest way in which 
this experience has affected and strengthened 
my Catholic faith, but I also believe that my 
faith is strengthened everyday by observing 
the faith of our projects’ beneficiaries. Despite 
enduring food insecurity, malnutrition, barri-
ers to healthcare and education, and numer-
ous other hardships, they give thanks to God 
for the blessings they do have – family, a roof 
over their head, their community – and have 
faith that God will continue to provide. They 
have inspired me to constantly reflect on the 
blessings in my own life and to 

What do you miss most about  
Pennsylvania? Where do you see this  

fellowship taking you next?
What I miss most about Pennsylvania is the 

winter and the snow! In general I just miss the 
different seasons. All we have in Rwanda is 
a dry season (where the temperatures are a 
little higher) and a rainy or wet season. Hav-
ing grown up in PA, I associate the changing 
of the seasons with the passage of time. Liv-
ing somewhere now without distinct seasonal 
changes certainly alters my sense of time 
passing; it’s a strange sensation! 

The beauty of the fellowship program is 
that we [the fellows] are exposed to many dif-
ferent areas of programming and operations, 
enabling us to gain a true sense of what type 
of position we would like to pursue after the 
fellowship ends. For me specifically, the fel-
lowship has confirmed my interest in business 
development, and I would like to pursue a po-
sition focused on business development and/
or program quality, preferably in the Latin 
American region.

COURTESY OF CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES
Jerica with Janvier, the Food Security Team Leader, as a beneficiary from the 
Keurig Green Mountain project shows one of his crop seedlings which he intends 
to sell at the market in order to buy more diverse foods for his family. The program 
supports small coffee farmers in agriculture and livelihood activities.

strong values and a focus on serving the most 
vulnerable of our brothers and sisters. Regard-
less of where my career takes me, I want to 
always have that focus in mind.

How did your Catholic upbringing  
impact your desire to help others?  
Where you a student at a Catholic  
school or Catholic CCD program? 

    I was a student at a Catholic CCD program 
throughout elementary and middle school 
(through Confirmation) and then attended 
Villanova University, just outside of Phila-
delphia. It was at Villanova that my desire to 
serve others really took root. I participated in 
various Campus Ministry activities and even 
had the opportunity to go on several service 
break trips, both domestically and abroad. 
After college, I volunteered with the Salesian 
Lay Missioners in Cochabamba, Bolivia and 
it was during that year, while I worked at a 
Catholic orphanage for girls, that I decided I 
wanted to pursue a career in international re-
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