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EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
In honor of Memorial Day and the men and women who 
have given their lives in service to our country, students 
from St. Rose of Lima School in Thomasville – including  
Thomas Pokrivka, Gima Ndasi and Wyatt Wells – placed 750  
American flags on the graves of veterans at Holy Saviour 
Cemetery in York. This is the fourth year that the school has 
been involved in the service project. See page 10.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Seminarians Steven Arena, Samuel Dubois, John Kuchinski, Richard Mowery and Brian Olkowski stand ready in service to the Church during the Mass of Ordination 
to the Diaconate at St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg on May 16. Addressing the five men in his homily, Bishop Gainer remarked that “The deacon’s ministry among 
us is a reminder to us all that Christ came not to be served, but to serve, and that he has sent each of us to be servants according to his own heart.” See pages 8 and 9.

Called to Serve

By Rhina Guidos
Catholic News Service

Some thought this day would never arrive. 
Others hoped and some always knew it would.

On May 23, the Catholic Church beatified 
Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero y Galda-
mez, of El Salvador, who was assassinated in 
1980 while celebrating Mass, just a day after 
pleading and ordering soldiers to stop killing 
innocent civilians.

“Blessed Romero is another brilliant star 
that belongs to the sanctity of the Church of 
the Americas,” said Cardinal Angelo Amato, 
head of the Vatican’s Congregation for Saints’ 
Causes, during the ceremony in San Salvador. 
“And thanks be to God, there are many.”

While those who persecuted him have died or 
are in obscurity, “the memory of Romero con-
tinues to live in the poor and the marginalized,” 
Cardinal Amato said.

His homilies often pleaded for better condi-
tions for the poor, for a stop to the escalating 
violence in the country and for brotherhood 
among those whose divisions ultimately led to 
a 12-year conflict.

He’s not a symbol of division but one of 
peace, Cardinal Amato said.

In a message sent Saturday on the occasion of 
the beatification, Pope Francis said that Arch-
bishop Romero “built the peace with the power 
of love, gave testimony of the faith with his 
life.”

Proof of that is the shirt he died in, soaked 
in blood, after an assassin’s single bullet took 
his life. Eight deacons carried the blood-stained 
shirt, now a relic, to the altar in a glass case. 
Others decorated it with flowers and candles 
during the Saturday ceremony. Several priests 
reached out to touch the case and later made the 
sign of the cross.

In a time of difficulty in El Salvador, Arch-
bishop Romero knew “how to guide, 
defend and protect his flock, remain-
ing faithful to the Gospel and in com-
munion with the whole Church,” the 
pope said in his message. “His ministry 
was distinguished by a particular atten-
tion to the poor and marginalized. And 
at the time of his death, while celebrat-

Blessed Romero ‘Another Brilliant Star’  
Belonging to Church of Americas

More ROMERO, page 2
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CNS/JORGE DAN LOPEZ, REUTERS
Priests attend Archbishop Oscar Romero’s beatification Mass in the Divine Savior of the World square in San Salvador May 23. 

ing the holy sacrifice, love and 
reconciliation, he received the 
grace to be fully identified with 
the one who gave his life for his 
sheep.”

The event, at the square of 
the Divine Savior of the World 
in the capital city of San Salva-
dor, saw the attendance of four 
Latin American presidents and 
six cardinals including: Oscar 
Andres Rodriguez Maradiaga, 
of Honduras; Leopoldo Brenes, 
of Nicaragua; Jaime Ortega, of 
Cuba; Jose Luis Lacunza, of 
Panama; Roger Mahony, of the 
U.S.; and Italian Cardinal Ama-
to, as well as Italian Archbishop 
Vincenzo Paglia, postulator of 
Archbishop Romero’s cause.

Their excitement couldn’t 
have been greater than that of 
those like Father Estefan Tur-
cios, pastor of El Salvador’s 
St. Anthony of Padua Catholic 
Church in Soyapango and na-
tional director of the Pontifical 
Mission Societies in El Salva-
dor. Before El Salvador’s con-
flict, Father Turcios was impris-
oned for defending the rights of 
the poor. Archbishop Romero 
helped free him.

“There have been people in-
spired by Romero for 35 years. 
How do you think they feel right 
now?” asked Father Turcios.

But just as he has devotees, 
Archbishop Romero has had de-
tractors.

After his death, the Vati-
can received mounds of letters 
against Archbishop Romero, 
Archbishop Paglia, has said. 
And that affected his path to-
ward sainthood, which includes 
beatification. But three decades 
after his assassination, Pope 
Benedict XVI cleared the arch-
bishop’s sainthood cause.

In February Pope Francis 
signed the decree recognizing 
Archbishop Romero as a mar-
tyr, a person killed “in hatred of 
the faith,” which meant there is 

Romero
Continued from 1

no need to prove a miracle for 
beatification. In general two 
miracles are needed for saint-
hood – one for beatification and 
the second for canonization.

Father Turcios said by study-
ing Blessed Romero’s life, oth-
ers will discover all the Gospel 
truths that led him to defend life, 
the poor and the Church, and do 
away with untruths surrounding 
his legacy.

During the country’s civil 
war that lasted from 1979 until 
1992, some Salvadorans hid, 
buried and sometimes burned 
photos they had taken with or 
of Archbishop Romero, because 
it could mean others would call 
them communists or rebel sym-
pathizers and put their lives in 
danger.

Though he still has some de-

tractors, Father Turcios said, 
the beatification can help oth-
ers understand the reality and 
truth that others have known 
all along: Archbishop Romero 
“was loyal to God’s will, was 
loyal to and loved his people 
and was loyal to and loved the 
Church,” he said.

One of the offertory gifts 
during the Mass May 23 was 
the book “De la locura a la es-
peranza” or “From Madness to 
Hope.” A document generated 
during the peace accords that 
ended the country’s 12-year 
war.

It chronicles some of the 
greatest human rights atrocities 
committed in El Salvador dur-
ing the conflict, including the 
killing and rape of four women 
religious from the U.S., the kill-

ing of priests, catechists, as well 
as massacres of unarmed civil-
ians – more than 70,000 died in 
all.

Priests, bishops and cardinals 
wore some form of a red vest-
ment, signifying martyrdom. 
Their stoles were emblazoned 
with Archbishop Romero’s epis-
copal motto: “Sentir con la igle-
sia,” or “feel with the Church,” 
also translated as “to think with 
the Church.”

The ceremony culminated a 
week in San Salvador that saw 
pilgrims, mainly from Latin 
America, but also from as far 
away as Singapore and many 
from the United States, who 
wanted to celebrate the occa-
sion. Flowers, music, tears and 
happiness flowed at San Salva-
dor’s Metropolitan Cathedral of 

the Holy Savior, where the arch-
bishop is buried. He is officially 
Blessed Romero, but to others 
he already is and has been “San 
Romero,” or St. Romero of the 
Americas.

Father Juan J. Navarro, of 
Maracaibo, Venezuela, said he 
visited the archbishop’s burial 
place to voice the many needs 
of his country. Food and free-
dom of expression are lacking, 
he said, and it’s a place with a 
similar situation to the one that 
led to war in Archbishop Rome-
ro’s time.

“I asked for [Archbishop 
Romero] to intercede for our 
rights, to continue to inspire in 
us the will to go forward when 
the reality of life is serious,” he 
said.

For 81-year-old Salvadoran 
Gregoria Martinez de Jimenez, 
the beatification marked the of-
ficial recognition of something 
she has known all along: “We fi-
nally have a saint who is one of 
ours,” she said as tears flowed.

“He was a duplicate of Jesus,” 
added her daughter Maria Ele-
na Jimenez Martinez, 44. Both 
women attended Archbishop 
Romero’s funeral, where smoke 
bombs went off and shots were 
fired. More than elation, they 
showed happiness mixed with 
sorrow that remains from a 
painful time.

Jesuit Father Miguel Angel 
Vasquez Hernandez, of Arcatao, 
said the archbishop would prob-
ably have felt a little taken 
aback with such a ceremony, 
which is expected to cost about 
$1 million and was attended by 
hundreds of thousands.

The best way to honor him, 
he said, is to work for peace and 
justice in El Salvador, and in 
other parts of the world afflicted 
by poverty, war, violence, op-
pression and economic injus-
tice. 
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There have been many new pieces of legislation 
enacted over recent months changing how the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania responds to child abuse. 
The Diocese commends the legislature for their work 
to create a safer environment for all children in Penn-
sylvania and is committed to ensuring that all clergy, 
employees and those volunteers who engage with the 
youth of the diocese in our schools and parishes un-
derstand their responsibilities under this new legisla-
tion. 

New On-line Training
There has been a substantial expansion by the Com-

monwealth of PA of who is now considered to be a 
mandated reporter. All clergy, all employees working 
with children and those volunteers serving in schools, 
Catholic Charities and parish youth ministries are 
now classified as mandated reporters. 

To provide the knowledge needed to understand the 
responsibilities of a mandated reporter a new State 
approved training program is being made available 
which will replace our current on-line training pro-
gram. The new training has been prepared by the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh and is being used statewide by 
numerous entities.  

All Clergy and employees as well as all volun-
teers that are responsible for the welfare of a child 
or having direct contact with children are required to 
complete the new on-line training program. This new 
online training program is accessible via the Dioc-
esan website at www.HbgDiocese.org/safeyouth.  All 
Clergy and employees must complete the new train-
ing by December 31, 2015. Volunteers have until July 
1, 2016 to become compliant with the new laws.  The 
training is not yet available in Spanish.

At the completion of the training individuals will 
get a certificate of completion. An important proce-
dural change will be that the trainee must print their 
certificate of completion and submit it with their 
clearance certifications. 

Background Clearances
Clearances and background checks have been an 

important part of the Diocesan Youth Protection pro-

gram. The new State regulations will impact both 
employees and volunteers in this area. According to 
the recently changed State mandates, all employees 
or volunteers who have direct contact with children 
must hold clearances that are less than 3 years old.  
Clergy and employees with older clearances have un-
til December 31 2015 to renew them and volunteers 
have until June 30, 2016. Going forward all Clergy, 
employees and volunteers will need to renew their 
clearances every 36 months. Parishes and Schools 
will be working with employees and volunteers over 
the coming months to provide guidance on when 
clearances and background checks will require re-
newal and giving direction on the new processes the 
State has introduced with regard to obtaining them.

Do I need Background Clearances?
The State has redefined what is now considered to 

be “Direct contact”. It is now defined as the care, su-
pervision, guidance or control of children or routine 
interaction with children. This means that if, in your 
capacity as a volunteer, you are acting at any time in 
lieu of, or, on behalf of, a parent you will need clear-
ances. If through your service as a volunteer your 
contact with children is regular, ongoing and integral 
to your volunteer responsibilities you will need clear-
ances.

What Background Clearances are Required?
Everyone will need a minimum of 2 clearances. 

These include a report of criminal history from the 
Pennsylvania State Police (PSP); and a child abuse 
history clearance from the PA Department of Human 
Services.  Each of these costs $10. Additionally a fin-
ger print based federal criminal history (FBI) will be 
required for Clergy, all school employees and ven-
dors, all Catholic Charities employees and vendors, 
and any current or potential employee or volunteer 
who has lived outside the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania in the last 10 years. The fee for this clear-
ance is currently $27.50.

It should be noted that it is now State Law and not 
just a diocesan policy that prospective adult volunteers 
must submit clearances before they begin their service.

How Do I Obtain My 
Background Clearances? 

The Child Abuse, PSP and FBI clearances can 
all be applied and paid for electronically. The FBI 
clearance also requires a fingerprint submission. All 
necessary instructions and links to apply for these 
clearances can be found at www.HbgDiocese.org/
safeyouth and clicking on the Clearances and Crimi-
nal Records Checks link on the sidebar.

Submitting Background Clearances
To facilitate improved record keeping of the State 

required background clearances the Diocese has 
implemented a new on-line database. As of May 1, 
2015, all background clearance certification, disclo-
sure statement and on line training certificate will 
be uploaded to an online data base which will al-
low for all entities to easily maintain employee and 
volunteer records.  Previously they have been sub-
mitted to the Payroll and Youth Protection depart-
ments of the Diocese. Local parishes and schools 
will be naming local administrator(s) who will be 
responsible for managing the Learning Management 
System Data Base at their location.   The Diocesan 
Disclosure Statement has been revised to reflect the 
requirements of the new State legislation. As a re-
sult all Clergy, employees, volunteers and vendors 
will need to sign and submit a revised version of this 
form. It is available on the Diocesan website in the 
Clearances and Criminal Records Checks area of the 
Youth Protection section.

Youth Protection Badges
The Youth Protection Office will continue to issue 

Clergy, employees and volunteers with badges to 
show compliance not only with Diocesan policy but 
also the State’s legal requirements. The expiration 
date on new badges will reflect the date by which 
clearances must be renewed. 

There are additional provisions and changes that 
have been made to the Youth Protection Program 
of the Diocese in accord with State Law.  For more 
information please visit www.HbgDiocese.org/
safeyouth. 

Youth Protection Program Updates 
to Accommodate New Requirements

Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

May 29 – Delone Catholic High School Graduation, McSherrystown, 
7 p.m.

May 30 – Celebrant at Sisters’ Jubilee Mass, Cardinal Keeler Center, 
Harrisburg, 10 a.m.; Celebrant at Mass and Groundbreaking ceremony at St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, Mechanicsburg, 5:30 p.m.

June 1 – Evening of Reflection and Adoration for World Meeting of 
Families, St. Leo the Great Church, Rohrerstown, 7 p.m.

June 2 – Evening of Reflection and Adoration for World Meeting of 
Families, St. Pius X Church, Selinsgrove, 7 p.m.

June 3 – Celebrant at Catholic War Veteran’s Convention Mass, Best 
Western, Harrisburg, 8 a.m.; Evening of Reflection and Adoration for World 
Meeting of Families, St. Joseph Church, Hanover, 7 p.m.

June 6 – Ordinations to the Priesthood, St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 
10 a.m.

June 7 – Celebrant at 50th Wedding Anniversary Mass, Good Shepherd 
Church, Camp Hill, 2 p.m.

June 9-13 – USCCB Meeting, Saint Louis, Missouri.

Come join us in praying for our 
Deacons who will be ordained to the 
Priesthood. 

The hour of prayer will consist of 
Eucharistic Adoration, silent prayer 
and Benediction as we pray for Dea-
con Bender, Deacon Fischer, Deacon 
Larlick, for our Diocesan Seminar-
ians, and for an increase in vocations 
to the Priesthood and Religious Life. 

Prince of Peace Church, Steelton
Friday, June 5, at 7 p.m.

Announcing the Ordination of
DONALD HAUGH BENDER, JR.

RYAN MICHAEL FISCHER
MATTHEW ROBERT LARLICK
to the Priesthood of Jesus Christ 

through the imposition of hands  
by His Excellency, The Most  
Reverend Ronald W. Gainer

Bishop of Harrisburg

June 6 at 10 a.m.
St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg 

Harrisburg Catholic Administrative 
Services has an immediate need for 
a full-time staff member at All Saints 
Cemetery, 172 All Saints Rd, Elysburg, 
Pa., 17824. This position is temporary 
but could become a permanent hire. 
Applicants must have skills in grounds 
maintenance. The ability to operate a 
backhoe is essential. Other equipment 
that will be used: tractor, pickup, mow-
ers and a variety of small equipment 
related to cemetery maintenance and 
operation. Must be able to work within 
a team and be able to demonstrate tact, 
courtesy and diplomacy.

Applicant must have valid clean PA 

driver’s license AND must provide 
Criminal History report from the Penn-
sylvania State Police and Child Abuse 
History Clearance from the Department 
of Human Services. Work is performed 
both indoors and outdoors. Must be 
able to work in all weather conditions, 
to tight deadlines and be able to lift and 
move items up to 100 lbs. 

Résumé & cover letter  
should be sent to:

 employment@hbgdiocese.org
or

Human Resources Department
4800 Union Deposit Rd,  
Harrisburg, PA 17111

Vikki Laskowski, Director for the Office of Family Ministries, has retired af-
ter 32 years of service to the Diocese of Harrisburg. We are grateful for Vikki’s 
ministry in the areas of marriage preparation, mentor couples, Engaged En-
counter and Camp Kirchenwald. We wish her God’s blessing as she takes this 
next step in life’s journey!

 At this time all, questions relating to the ministries and programs man-
aged by this office should be directed to Kate Neri, Administrative Assistant,  
717-657-4804, ext. 317.

Holy Hour for Ordination

Full-Time Position:  
Cemetery Maintenance & Service
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The Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer, Bishop of Harrisburg, has made has 
made the following appointments:  

Effective June 22, 2015 
• The Reverend Stephen Kelly from Parochial Vicar, Saint Joseph Parish, 

Hanover, to Parochial Vicar, San Juan Bautista Parish, Lancaster, and Paro-
chial Vicar, Saint Joseph Parish, Lancaster.  

• The Reverend Tariq Isaac from Parochial Vicar, Saint Joseph Parish, Lan-
caster, to Parochial Vicar, Saint Theresa of the Infant Jesus Parish, New Cum-
berland.  

• The Rev. Peter DiTomasso, MSSCC, from Administrator, St. Vincent de 
Paul Parish, Hanover. Father DiTomasso continues as Pastor of St. Joseph the 
Worker, Bonneauville.

• The Rev. Thomas Orukpe, MSSCC, from Parochial Vicar, St. Vincent de 
Paul Parish, Hanover, to assignment by the community.

• The Reverend Monsignor James M. Lyons to Pastor, Saint Vincent de 
Paul Parish, Hanover. Monsignor Lyons continues as Pastor, Saint Joseph 
Parish, Hanover.  

• The Reverend Thomas J. Rozman from the Cathedral Parish of Saint Pat-
rick, Harrisburg, to Pastor, Saint Joseph Parish, Mechanicsburg.  

• The Reverend Joshua R. Brommer from Pastor, Saint John the Baptist 
Parish, New Freedom, to Pastor and Rector, the Cathedral Parish of Saint Pat-
rick, Harrisburg, and Director of the Office of Divine Worship for the Diocese 
of Harrisburg.  

• The Reverend Robert A. Yohe from Pastor, Saint Catherine of Siena Par-
ish, Quarryville, to Pastor, Saint John the Baptist Parish, New Freedom.  

• The Reverend Mark M. Speitel from Pastor, Saint Peter Parish, Columbia, 
and Campus Minister, Millersville University, to Pastor, Saint Catherine of 
Siena Parish, Quarryville.  

• The Reverend Michael P. Reid from Pastor, Saint Katharine Drexel Par-
ish, Mechanicsburg, to Pastor, Saint Peter Parish, Columbia.  

• The Reverend Kenneth G. Smith from Parochial Vicar, Saint Katharine 
Drexel Parish, Mechanicsburg, to Pastor, Saint Katharine Drexel Parish, 
Mechanicsburg. Father Smith continues as Chaplain to West Shore Pinnacle 
Hospital.  

• The Reverend Alfred P. Sceski from Pastor, Queen of the Most Holy Ro-
sary Parish, Elysburg, and Chaplain to Our Lady of Lourdes Regional School, 
Shamokin, to Pastor, Saint Joan of Arc Parish, Hershey.  

• The Reverend Andrew J. Stahmer to Chaplain to Our Lady of Lourdes 
Regional School, Shamokin, and Fr. Stahmer continues as Pastor of Holy 
Angels Parish, Kulpmont.

• The Reverend Joseph T. Scanlin from Pastor, Saint Cecilia Parish, Leba-
non and the pastoral care of Our Lady of Fatima Mission, Jonestown, to Pas-
tor, Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Parish, Elysburg.  

• The Reverend Michael M. Laicha from Parochial Vicar, Saint Joseph Par-
ish, Berwick, to Pastor, Saint Cecilia Parish, Lebanon, and the pastoral care 
of Our Lady of Fatima Mission, Jonestown.  

• The Reverend Tri M. Luong from Pastor, St. Joseph Parish, Danville, to 
Pastor, Saint Anne Parish, Lancaster, and Ministry to Vietnamese Apostolate 
of Lancaster.

• The Reverend Norman Hohenwarter from Pastor, St. Anne Parish, Lan-
caster, to Chaplain, St. Anne’s Retirement Community, Columbia.

• The Reverend Hoa Van Nguyen from Vietnamese Apostolate and resi-
dence at Saint Anne Parish, Lancaster, to residence at Saint Patrick Parish, 
York, and continued responsibility for the Vietnamese Apostolate in York and 
Annville.

• The Reverend James M. Lease from Pastor, Basilica of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, Hanover, to Pastor, Saint Joseph Parish, Danville.  

• The Reverend Joseph R. Howard from Parochial Vicar, Saint Catherine 
Laboure Parish, Harrisburg, to Pastor, Basilica of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
Hanover.  

• The Reverend Mark E. Weiss from Pastor, Saint Philip the Apostle Parish, 
Millersville, to Pastor, Holy Infant Parish, York Haven.  

• The Reverend Lawrence W. Sherdel from Pastor, Annunciation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish, McSherrystown, to Pastor, Saint Philip the 
Apostle Parish, Millersville.  

• The Reverend Charles L. Persing from Pastor, Saint Margaret Mary Ala-
coque Parish, Harrisburg, to Pastor, Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Parish, McSherrystown, and Chaplain, Delone Catholic High School, Mc-
Sherrystown.   

• The Reverend Paul C. Helwig, Pastor, Good Shepherd Parish, Camp Hill, 
to Pastor, Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque Parish, Harrisburg.  

• The Very Reverend Philip G. Burger from Pastor, Saint Joan of Arc Par-
ish, Hershey, and Pastor, Holy Family Parish, Harrisburg, to Pastor, Good 
Shepherd Parish, Camp Hill. Father Burger continues as Secretary for Clergy 
and Consecrated Life.  

• The Pastoral Care of Holy Family Parish, Harrisburg, will be taken over 
by the Capuchin Friars at St. Francis, Harrisburg.

• The Reverend Brian J. Wayne from Parochial Vicar, Saint Patrick Parish, 
Carlisle, and Campus Minister, Dickinson College and Dickinson School of 
Law, Carlisle, to Campus Minister, Millersville University, Millersville, and 
Assistant Director, Office of Vocations for the Diocese of Harrisburg.

Priest Appointments

Campaign is June 21
www.hbgdiocese.org/ccc

Youth Office Seeks Nominations 
for Diocesan Youth Council

The Diocesan Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry is seeking 
nominations to the 2015-2016 Diocesan Youth Council (DYC). The DYC 
presents an opportunity for high school youth to serve in active leadership 
role within the diocese. The young people who serve on the council are 
responsible for:

• Acting as a communication link between their parish/school or Dioc-
esan Catholic Scouting Committee and the Diocesan Office for Youth and 
Young Adult Ministry

• Attending meetings/events (Please see the 2015/2016 DYC calendar)
• Serving as committee leaders for World Youth Day Celebration on 

Palm Sunday
• Planning/evaluating some offerings of the Office for Youth and Young 

Adult Ministry
    The Nomination Process is as follows:
• Each High School Spiritual Life Director/Parish Youth Minister or Di-

ocesan Catholic Scout Committee is asked to nominate or re-nominate two 
individuals in grades 10, 11, and 12 only.

• Pastor/Principal approval is required on the DYC Registration 
Form. (This will be the Chairperson and OYYAM Staff person for the 
Catholic Scouting Committees) 

• Completed Nomination Packets are due to our office by Monday, June 
1, 2015.

For more complete details, please visit www.hbgdiocese.org/ 
youngchurch.
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79 Years of Priesthood in June
103 Years of Life in July

Msgr. Vincent J. Topper
St. Catherine Labouré Parish, Harrisburg

65 Years

Father Walter A. Sempko
Priests’ Retirement Residence, Harrisburg

60 Years

Msgr. Vincent J. Smith
Mechanicsburg

Father Frederick A. Farace
Berwick

55 Years

Father Kenneth F. Lawrence
Holy Trinity Parish, Columbia

Father Paul R. Shuda
Priests’ Retirement Residence, Harrisburg

50 Years

Father Joseph F. Gotwalt
New Oxford

Father Thomas I. Mannion
Our Lady of Mercy Parish, Roaring Creek

Father John A. Acri
Priests’ Retirement Residence, Harrisburg

Milestone Anniversaries of Ordination to the Priesthood

Father Louis Petruha, OFM, Cap.
St. Joseph Parish, York

45 Years

Father James M. Sterner
St. Aloysius Parish, Littlestown

Father Thomas Siconolfi, CSSR
Our Mother of Perpetual Help Parish, Ephrata

40 Years

Father Thomas Hoke
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Spring Grove

35 Years

Father C. Anthony Miller
Our Lady Help of Christians Parish, Lykens

Father James F. Podlesny, OSB
Holy Spirit Parish, Palmyra

30 Years

Father Daniel P. O’Brien
St. Anthony of Padua Parish, Lancaster

Father Ignacio Palomino
St. Vincent de Paul Parish, Hanover

25 Years

Father Stephen D. Weitzel
St. Richard Parish, Manheim

Father William C. Forrey, VF
St. Patrick Parish, Carlisle

20 Years

Father Paul R. Fisher
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish,  

Harrisburg

15 Years

Father David M. Hereshko
St. Columba Parish, Bloomsburg

Father Michael P. Reid
St. Katharine Drexel Parish, Mechanicsburg

Father Raymond J. LaVoie
St. Ignatius Loyola Parish, Buchanan Valley

Father Fred Wangwe, AJ
St. Monica Parish, Sunbury

10 Years

Father Andrew J. Stahmer
Holy Angels Parish, Kulpmont

5 Years

Father Paul C. B. Schenck
Diocesan Office of Respect Life Activities

Father Dwight D. Schlaline
Our Lady of the Visitation Parish, Shippensburg

Msgr. Vincent J. Topper
79 years

Father Walter A. Sempko
65 years

Msgr. Vincent J. Smith
60 years

Father Frederick A. Farace
60 years

Father Joseph F. Gotwalt
50 years

Father Thomas I. Mannion
50 years

Father John A. Acri
50 years

Father Louis Petruha, OFM, Cap.
50 years

Father Stephen D. Weitzel
25 years

Father William C. Forrey, VF
25 years

O Mary,
Mother of Jesus Christ and Mother of priests,
accept this title which we bestow on you
to celebrate your motherhood
and to contemplate with you the priesthood
of your Son and of your sons,
O holy Mother of God.
O Mother of Christ,
to the Messiah-priest you gave a body of flesh
through the anointing of the Holy Spirit
for the salvation of the poor and the contrite of heart;
guard priests in your heart and in the Church,
O Mother of the Savior.

O Mother of Faith,
you accompanied to the Temple the Son of Man,
the fulfillment of the promises given to the fathers;
give to the Father for his glory
the priests of your Son,
O Ark of the Covenant.   
O Mother of the Church,
in the midst of the disciples in the upper room
you prayed to the Spirit
for the new people and their shepherds;
obtain for the Order of Presbyters
a full measure of gifts,
O Queen of the Apostles.

O Mother of Jesus Christ,
you were with him at the beginning
of his life and mission,
you sought the Master among the crowd, 
you stood beside him when he was lifted
up from the earth
consumed as the one eternal sacrifice,
and you had John, your son, near at hand;
accept from the beginning those
who have been called,
protect their growth,
in their life ministry accompany 
your sons, 
O Mother of Priests.
Amen.

~ From the 1992 Apostolic Exhortation, Pastores Dabo Vobis, On the Formation of Priests in the Circumstances of the Present Day

Prayer for Priests by St. John Paul II
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Thoughts
from a Catholic  

Evangelist
Sister Geralyn 
Schmidt, SCC

By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

Some time ago, I was channel surf-
ing and came across a science program 
that centered on the heart and how 
that organ functions. The program il-
lustrated researchers taking a living 
heart cell, putting it in a petri dish, and 
studying it under a microscope. I was 
amazed to actually view a living heart 
cell as it pulsated like the rhythm of an 
entire heart. Thump. Thump. Thump. 
It was also intriguing to note that two 
isolated heart cells in the same petri 
dish would beat at different intervals. 
The moment in which they touched, 
however, the pulsating rhythm would 
change and they began to beat in uni-
son.

I was blown away by this biological 
fact. Its ramifications are also stagger-
ing. Let me explain.  A large part of 
my ministry within the diocese calls 
me to do presentations on various 
topics. Sometimes, I can totally con-
nect with my audiences. At those mo-
ments, I feel as if my heart is “oned” 
with them. On other occasions, for 
whatever reason, I cannot seem to re-
late to them even though I come fully 
prepared. Moments like this always 
teach me about the true meaning of 
communion and the spirituality of 
communion.

In the Apostolic Letter for the Year 
of Consecrated Life1, Pope Francis, 
emphasizing the teaching of St. John 
Paul II, proclaims that we should 

“make the Church the home and the 
school of communion.” He goes on 
to explain that 
criticism, gos-
sip, envy, jeal-
ously and hostil-
ity should not be 
found within the 
houses of those 
in consecrated 
life nor within 
the houses of all the faithful. Fully 
lived “communion” with others cre-
ates “pathways of charity that fosters 
mutual acceptance.”  

I saw this idea take on “flesh” dur-
ing one year when I was teaching in 
the Bronx. The parish population was 
divided primarily by language. The 
Hispanic population within that par-
ish, at the time, had little to do with 
those who spoke English. In short, 
they were separated due to language 
and culture. As the pastor was trying 
to address this difficulty, five Sisters, 
Missionaries of Our Lady of Perpet-
ual Help began living in our convent. 
These Sisters were from Mexico and 
were responsible for offering diocesan 
missions among the Hispanic popula-
tion. Only one of these Sisters spoke 
English, and only one my congrega-
tion spoke Spanish. Both of these bi-
lingual Sisters refused to constantly 
translate for the rest of us. We had to 
communicate through hand gestures, 
drawing on napkins, passing an Eng-
lish/Spanish dictionary to and fro, and 
lots and lots of laughter. The result of 

this sometimes pain-
ful process produced 
fruit within the parish 
that all of us did not 
expect. It seems that 
the parishioners were 
watching us very 
closely. We grew to 
actually love one an-
other; a love that was 
deeper than language 
and culture. We found 

Christ in one another! As we struggled 
to do this, we in turn showed the par-
ish how to do this as well.

When the Sisters had to return to 
Mexico, the pastor told us in English 
and Spanish the grace that our witness 
gave to the parish. We had no clue that 
the mutual acceptance that we had for 
one another became the seed for the 
parish to grow as well. He told us that 
we became a sign of hope, a sign of 
union for the entire parish. Many of 
us began to quietly fill up as Father 
explained that members of the par-
ish experienced our one heart and one 
soul that went beyond language and 
culture. We are all daughters of Christ, 
Sisters of the Church as well as sisters 
to one another.  

Pope Francis explains it this way, 
“Consecrated men and women are 
also called to true synergy with all 
other vocations in the Church, begin-
ning with priests and the lay faithful, 
in order to “spread the spirituality of 
communion, first of all in their internal 
life and then in the ecclesial commu-

nity, and even beyond its boundaries.” 
Where do all of us get the strength to 
do this? The Eucharist. This is why 
the Church calls the reception of the 
Eucharist, Holy Communion. Do we 
profoundly realize that each and every 
time we experience the Eucharistic lit-
urgy, Christ draws us to Himself and 
calls us to communion with Him and 
each other? Do we totally understand 
that each and every liturgy strength-
ens us in order to be sent out into the 
world and to experience first-hand, 
“That they may be one even as We 
are one.” (John 17:23) Do we realize 
that each time we extend our hands as 
the priest, deacon, or Extraordinary 
Minster says, “Body of Christ” we are 
reaching out to touch all of humanity 
within Christ?

It seems to me that the touch of liv-
ing heart cells are not the only time in 
which two hearts beat as one!

1http://w2.vatican.va/content/fran-
cesco/en/apost_letters/documents/pa-
pa-francesco_lettera-ap_20141121_
lettera-consacrati.html)

(Sister of Christian Charity, Gera-
lyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network 
Coordinator at the Diocese of Harris-
burg and the Director of Formation 
for Wives in the Diaconate Program. 
An educator for 29 years, she is re-
sponsible for Professional Develop-
ment Programs for every age learner. 
Through her presentations, she chal-
lenges her audiences to be the indi-
vidual God has called them to be.) 

Consecrated Life: Communion

Keep Calm and Camp On
Volunteer Today!

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Campers and volunteers gather for a group photo during last summer’s diocesan camp for adults with intellectual disabilities.

For more information about volunteering or donating,  
contact Ginny Duncan at 717-657-4804, Ext. 317, or vduncan@hbgdiocese.org. 

The Diocesan Summer Camp for Adults 
with Intellectual Disabilities is seeking vol-
unteers who would be willing to assist at its 
residential camp during the week of August 
9-14, 2015. The camp takes place at Camp 
Kirchenwald in Lebanon County and serves 
the needs of approximately 40 adults each 
year. Anyone 16 and older is welcome to 
volunteer. Volunteers are required to com-
plete the Diocesan Clearance process and at-
tend training prior to helping at camp. 

The Diocesan Summer Camp is in need of 
a licensed nurse to arrive the morning of Au-
gust 9 and stay through the afternoon of Au-
gust 14. Lodging and meals will be provided 
for this volunteer position.

Would you like to sponsor a campership 
for a person with a disability who might not 
otherwise be able to afford camp? The Dio-
cese of Harrisburg is seeking donations to de-
fray the cost for campers.  A full week of camp 
costs $550, but donations in any amount will 
be welcomed.  They can be sent to the Of-
fice of Ministry with People with Disabilities, 
4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg, PA 
17111. Checks should be made payable to the 
Diocese of Harrisburg.  
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Golden Apples
Now in its tenth year in the Diocese of Harrisburg, the annual 

Golden Apple Awards are presented to Catholic school educators 
who demonstrate professional excellence, leadership, commitment 
to Catholic values and devotion to teaching.

In May and June editions, The Catholic Witness is featuring this 
year’s seven recipients from the schools in which they teach. Their 
remarks are drawn from essays they wrote as part of their nomination 
packet.

The Golden Apple recipients were honored at a dinner at the Cardinal Keeler in Harrisburg 
on May 12, where they received a $5,000 cash award, a Golden Apple, a certificate and a 
photo with Bishop Ronald Gainer. Awardees are nominated by parents, students or fellow 
teachers. The program is made possible by the generosity of the Donahue Family Foundation 
in Pittsburgh. Learn more about the program and nominations at http://www.hbgdiocese.org/
catholic-schools/golden-apple/. 

    Find out more about a Catholic school education at www.hbgdiocese.org.

Daniel Martin 
Social Studies, Government and Economics Teacher

Lancaster Catholic High School

Since my experiences in Catholic schools have shaped and formed me as a servant of God, I 
wanted to give back my skills and abilities to the Church. In my years of teaching at Lancaster 
Catholic, I have had the opportunity to teach some of the best and brightest of our youth. Al-
though I teach History, Government and Economics, there is something else more special that 
happens every day. Our authentic Catholic faith must be more than attending church an hour 
each week. St. John Neumann wrote “that religious instruction needed to be part of the daily 
curriculum and the conviction that Catholic values need to permeate even secular subjects.” 
He felt that even the most secular of subjects could be taught with a deep love and respect for 
Christian values. This is why I teach at Catholic schools. 

Pope Francis has charged us educators with the responsibility of bringing the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ into our schools. “Educating is an act of love: it is like giving life.” His words are 
echoed in the philosophy of Lancaster Catholic, which reads, “That our primary purpose is to 
offer a superior education to all our students in the context of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” To 
be able to help my students make sense of an increasingly complex and secular world is truly a 
vocation of love. To instill Catholic values and teach my students the love of God is a gift that 
has sustained me these last 26 years of teaching.

Sister Eileen 
McGowan

Principal
St. Joan of Arc School, Hershey

Principals in a Catholic school wear many hats. We are first of all lead-
ers who must assure that a Catholic education is provided for our students 

through teachers who serve as role models of Christ’s teaching. In order to 
do that, we are involved in development, finances, teaching, parenting, safety, 
health and wellness, discipline, quality of education, supervision of teachers 
and support staff, communication, public relations and many more. All of this 
is for the children entrusted to us….

I am a principal in a Catholic school, first of all, because I am a Daughter 
of Our Lady of Mercy. Our primary mission in the United States is educa-
tion. That is why I entered this community. As a Sister, I am able to devote my 
life to God’s people in the field of education, where I can share my love with 
children, parents and co-workers. Since my first love is teaching, I teach 8th 
grade religion in the school as well as in the Religious Education program. 
Preparing students for Confirmation is important to me, since it may very well 
be the last time these students have any kind of religious formation.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Standing before five diocesan seminarians seated 
at the foot of the altar at St. Patrick Cathedral 

in Harrisburg on May 16, Bishop Ronald Gainer re-
minded the men who would soon be ordained to the 
diaconate that they are called to remain on the server’s 
side of a food tray.

The candidates for diaconate ordination – Steven 
Arena, Samuel Dubois, John Kuchinski, Richard 
Mowery and Brian Olkowski – listened intently with 
the congregation of clergy, religious and laity as the 
bishop imparted a life lesson he learned as a restaurant 
waiter the summer before his own ordination to the 
diaconate.

In the days of his seminary formation, seminarians 
weren’t assigned to parish ministry until after they 
were ordained deacons, and so the young men often 
took summer jobs, the bishop pointed out. In that final 
summer prior to diaconate ordination, he worked as a 
server in an Italian restaurant. 

In his homily, he recounted the task of carefully 
carrying trays of food and beverages, being polite to 
demanding and impatient customers, and putting forth 
one’s best effort even in the face of poor tips. 

“That summer before my own diaconate ordination, 
I learned that you can divide the world into two kinds 
of people: those who always and only want to be on 
the customer’s side of the tray, and those who are 
willing to be on the server’s side of the tray,” Bishop 
Gainer remarked.

Turning to the five seminarians, he addressed them 
that “through the Sacrament of Ordination to the Dia-
conate, we, the Church, all of us, welcome you to the 
server’s side of the tray.”

“It is, after all, the origin of the ecclesial order of 
deacons who, in the Acts of the Apostles, were cho-
sen to wait on tables. We heard that, as the number of 
believers grew, so did the problems. These men were 
chosen to correct an injustice in the young Church in 
Jerusalem regarding the unequal distribution of food 
to the needy,” he said.  

“This is a way of life that is not foreign to each of 
you already,” Bishop Gainer told the seminarians. “In 
these last years of seminary formation, you have giv-
en clear evidence that, by God’s grace, you are able to 

Newly-Ordained Deacons  
Called to ‘Server’s Side of the Tray’

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Bishop Ronald Gainer presents Deacon John Kuchinski with the Book of the Gospels, which signifies the new 
deacon’s principal function of serving in the Ministry of the Word.

be servants of God and servants of God’s people by 
living your lives on the server’s side of the tray.”

Through the laying on of hands by Bishop Gainer 
and the Prayer of Ordination, Steven Arena, Samuel 
Dubois, John Kuchinski, Richard Mowery and Brian 
Olkowski were ordained to the diaconate, in antici-
pation of ordination to the diocesan priesthood next 
year.

The newly-ordained deacons were vested with a 
stole and dalmatic, the vestment proper to the Order 
of Deacon, and were presented with the Book of the 
Gospels, signifying their principal function of serving 
in the Ministry of the Word. Deacons also serve in the 

Ministry of Liturgy, and the Ministry of Charity.
Deacon Steven Arena, a native of St. Andrew the 

Apostle Parish in Waynesboro, will serve this summer 
at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg.

Deacon Samuel Dubois, a native of St. Bernard Par-
ish in New Bloomfield, will serve at the Cathedral 
Parish of St. Patrick in Harrisburg this summer.

Deacon John Kuchinski, a native of St. Leo the 
Great Parish in Rohrerstown, will serve at St. Theresa 
Parish in New Cumberland this summer.

Deacon Richard Mowery, a native of St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg, will serve this 
summer at Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Lancaster.

Deacon Brian Olkowski elevates the chalice while serving at the altar during the Liturgy of the Eucharist.
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Ordination Video Is Online
View a video of the Mass celebrating the Ordination to the 

Diaconate online, on the Diocese of Harrisburg’s Web site,  
www.hbgdiocese.org.

Deacon Richard Mowery presents the Blood of Christ to his cousin during Communion.

During the Promise of the Elect, candidate Steven Arena pledges his obedience to Bishop 
Gainer and his successors.

Bishop Ronald Gainer lays his hands on the head of Samuel Dubois. It 
is through the laying on of hands and the Prayer of Ordination that fol-
lows that the candidates are ordained deacons.

“Christ tells us that the greatest love is expressed 
in laying down one’s life for one’s friends.  
Symbolic of that surrender, today you will lie down 
on this cathedral floor as we, the Church, plead 
with the Communion of Saints to intercede for you 
and for the Church as you are born into the  
diaconate order. Let this ritual gesture of lying 
down be for you a genuine expression of your  
willingness to continue to lay down your agendas, 
your preferences, your plans, so that you will be 
true servants of all Christ’s friends for the  
remainder of your lives.”

~ Bishop Ronald Gainer,
Homily Delivered during  

the Ordination to the Diaconate

The five candidates prostrate themselves before the altar as the congregation invokes the intercession of the saints during the Rite of Ordination.

Deacon Brian Olkowski, a native of St. Joseph Parish in York, will 
serve this summer at St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg. 

“The deacon’s ministry among us is a reminder to us all that Christ 
came not to be served, but to serve, and that he has sent each of us to 
be servants according to his own heart,” Bishop Gainer said in his hom-
ily during the Ordination Mass. “By the grace of this sacrament, the 
deacon is empowered to incarnate that Christ-like service in his own 
life and to challenge all of us to serve more authentically, to be enthu-
siastic heralds of the Good News of Christ, the servant. Through your 
example, brothers, through your living witness, you and the whole order 
of deacons in our Church remind us that every baptized person has been 
commissioned by the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in baptism to be on the 
server’s side of the tray.” 

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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On the Feast of the Lord’s Ascension, May 14, Bishop Ronald Gainer made a 
pastoral visit to Good Shepherd School, Camp Hill, where he celebrated Holy 
Mass for the students, faculty and parents of the school. After celebrating Mass, 
which was concelebrated by Father Paul Helwig, pastor, and Father Fidelis 
Umukoro, Bishop Gainer visited classrooms of all the grades and fielded ques-
tions from the students. 

In his homily, the bishop discussed the magnificence of Christ’s ascension to 
Heaven 40 days after Easter and ten days prior to Pentecost. “The Ascension is 
the new nearness that Christ abides in us…. through the Holy Spirit and through 
the Holy Eucharist. That’s how Jesus comes to us,” he said.

Good Shepherd Visit

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

The lush green expanse of Holy Saviour Ceme-
tery in York transformed into a sea of American 

flags a week before Memorial Day, as fourth, fifth and 
sixth-grade students from St. Rose of Lima School in 
Thomasville placed more than 750 flags at the graves 
of the veterans laid to rest there.

The service project, now in its fourth year, stemmed 
from a discussion between St. Rose Principal Peg Riz-
zuto, secretary Pat Whiteford and maintenance man 
Bob Wolf several years ago about the need for this 
patriotic ministry around the time of Memorial Day. 

York County Veterans Affairs provides the flags for 
the student project, and Durham School Services pro-
vides free bus transportation to take the students to 
and from Holy Saviour Cemetery.

“There are many lessons learned from this project,” 
Mrs. Rizzuto told The Catholic Witness. “Students 
learn respect for the American Flag; how to honor 
the dead and, more specifically, our veterans, and 
that many people have died for our benefits in life.”

They also learn about veterans who have served 
during peacetime, the architecture and design of 

St. Rose Students 
Honor Those 
Who Served

tombstones, and the importance of prayer, respect 
and honor, she said. 

Before entering the cemetery, the students and 
their teachers discuss Memorial Day and its origins 

and purpose. “They know and understand why they 
are doing this ministry and what it means to those 
families. They are never forgotten,” Mrs. Rizzuto 
said. 

Fifth-grader Quinton Swann pauses with fellow students in prayer for veterans.

Students Chaeli Firestone, Hannah Dillman and Yavi Dejesus join seminarian 
John Zalinisky and grandparent JoAnn Firestone in honoring and remembering 
deceased veterans. 

Gabrielle Etter places an 
American flag at the grave 
of a veteran buried at Holy 
Saviour Cemetery in York.

EMILY M. ALBERT,  
THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Father Paul Helwig, pastor of Good Shepherd Parish in Camp Hill joins in the  
recessional after concelebrating Mass with Bishop Ronald Gainer at the school on 
the Feast of the Ascension.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Ava Miller and Joseph Morgan in prayer during Mass.
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness 

It’s a chapter review day in Shannon Hansell’s alge-
bra class at Lancaster Catholic High School. Students 
are offering answers to the series of square root equa-
tions that she’s writing on the classroom’s SMART 
Board, and explaining how they solved the mathemati-
cal problems.

It’s a typical review session – until Miss Hansell turns 
on some Top 40 music, connects the SMART Board to 
the internet, and tells the students to take out their iPads 
for an engaging online math game.

With the help of generous donors and educational 
grants, Lancaster Catholic launched a one-to-one iPad 
initiative this year, pairing each student with their own 
iPad for in-class and homework use.

The undertaking and investment in some 650 iPads 
works to ensure that students are maximizing their 
learning potential through various apps and software, 
noted Chris Helm, the school’s Director of Technology 
Integration.

“The iPads have given students another tool to be ex-
cited about learning, and have given teachers new op-
portunities for programs they can bring into the class-
room,” she said.

The overarching program there is Canvas, a program 
that allows users to convert paperwork and forms into 
downloadable files. With this program, teachers can up-
load the class syllabus, assignments, dates and remind-
ers for upcoming exams, helpful tools and notes. 

Teachers are also utilizing Dropbox, which allows 
them to synchronize files and folders across all devices, 
and AirDrop, a method of transferring files wirelessly 
from one device to another. 

In the classroom, they’re using programs like artCir-
cles, which gives students up-close looks at historical 
paintings to examine brush strokes and color blends. 
And there’s Kahoot, a game-based classroom response 
system that engages students in a given subject through 
quick-response questions. 

Students have also downloaded their own apps to 
help maximize their learning skills and enhance note 
taking. The app OneNote, for example, is a kind of 
digital notebook that allows students to jot down notes 
and thoughts while incorporating sketches or images. 
Some students use the iPad to take photos of the teach-
ers’ classroom notes and look at them for later review.

“The iPads offer a very convenient method of prepar-
ing students and assisting them in class,” Miss Hansell 
said.

She teaches algebra, geometry and statistics, and 
finds the one-to-one iPad initiative to be another means 
of connecting students to helpful and engaging tools 
that can personalize their learning.

“I can upload several educational videos on various 
mathematical problems and then can review the topic 
they feel they need more work on,” she said. “This 
allows me to personalize their learning and see how 
they’re coming along in the subject.”

While the iPads are the latest tool in education at Lan-
caster Catholic, they’re not the sole means of teaching. 
They’re complimentary to the textbooks, spiral note-
books and binders that students tote from classroom to 
classroom. 

“Teachers don’t have to use the iPads solely, and they 
don’t even use them every day, but where there are op-
portunities to use apps or programs that are compatible 
with the day’s lesson, teachers are surging ahead with 
them,” Mrs. Helm pointed out. 

She credits a supportive administration, a knowledge-
able Information Technology staff and the assistance of 
generous donors and educational grants for the success-
ful implementation of the iPad program.

Initiative at Lancaster Catholic Provides  
iPad to Every Student for Enhanced Learning

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
A student in Shannon Hansell’s algebra class uses 
an iPad to solve an equation in an interactive online 
game. Lancaster Catholic High School initiated a pro-
gram this year to provide iPads to all students. 

Financial support came from individuals Genevieve 
Malone and Wes Murry, and from the Robert J. Gunter-
berg Charitable Foundation and CCRES, which works 
to provide behavioral health and educational support in 
homes, schools and communities. 

The path to the iPad initiative began four years ago, 
when Lancaster Catholic, through a grant, was able to 
provide iPads to 30 students in need of instructional 
support. The program proved to be a success, and so 
the school opted to allow all students to use their cell 
phones in class for educational purposes.

“Instead of preventing students from accessing their 
phones, we were able to instruct them in proper use as a 
learning tool,” Mrs. Helm said. 

“Soon, we decided that it would be ideal for all stu-
dents to have access to the same technology.”

That’s when the school reached out to Apple and as-
sembled teachers for discussion about iPad implemen-
tation.

“We included in our discussion teachers who didn’t 
like the idea of bringing iPads into the classroom,” Mrs. 
Helm said. “We needed discussion with them, because 
you can’t just push technology onto an entire faculty 
without hearing their concerns.”

Mrs. Helm attended several conferences on technol-
ogy policies hosted by schools that had brought iPads 
into their curriculum. Those conferences examined 
training, breakage, student use and best practices, and 
enabled Lancaster Catholic’s administrators and IT 
staff to write their own policy.

The aim is to use the current batch of iPads for three 
years. Those being used by this year’s senior class 
will be distributed to incoming freshmen. For sum-
mer break, school officials have opted to allow current 
freshmen, sophomores and juniors to keep their iPads 
through the summer.

Sophomore Tim Martin, one of several students who 
has assisted with the distribution of the iPads and guid-
ed his peers in their use as part of a student-led “Help 
Desk” team, says the new additions allow for quick and 
easy access to information, and creativity in classroom 
assignments. 

As a freshman, he was part of the school’s Audio-
Visual crew that assisted in preparing for school assem-
bles and liturgies, as part of the interest in technology 
that he gained from his father. 

“When I heard about the need for students to be part 
of a Help Desk here at school, I joined so that I could 
expand my own understanding of technology,” Tim 
said. 

“As a result of the iPads, we’re all moving into tech-
nology as an entire school. I appreciate that Lancaster 
Catholic is moving forward with it, and I feel fortunate 
that the school has taken those steps to give us access 
to it,” he said.

Lancaster Catholic 
sophomore Tim  

Martin examines 
Michelangelo’s “The 

Creation of Adam”  
using the artCircles 

app on his iPad. 

Started by Father Walter Sempko 
in 1987, the 28th Annual Pilgrimage 
for World Peace will take place on 
Thursday, August 6, at the National 
Shrine Grotto of our Lady of Lourdes 
in Emmitsburg, Md.

Bishop Ronald Gainer will be the 
celebrant and homilist for the Mass 
that day, with priests of the Diocese 
of Harrisburg concelebrant.

The day will begin at 10 a.m. with 
opening remarks at St. Mary’s Cha-
pel on the Hill. The Sacrament of 
Reconciliation will be available from 
10:15-11:30 a.m. The Rosary will be 
prayed at 11:30 a.m., followed by the 
celebration of Mass at noon, both in 
the Grotto, weather permitting. 

Lunch will take place from 1:15-
2:15, and attendees must bring their 

own lunch. The Litany of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary and Prayer of Consecra-
tion will take place from 2:15-2:45 
p.m. in the Grotto, weather permit-
ting. A Holy Hour from 3-4 p.m. in 
St. Mary’s Chapel on the Hill will 
conclude the day. Bishop Gainer will 
be the homilist during the Holy Hour.

All are welcome this day to join 
with Bishop Gainer to pray for peace 

through the conversion of hearts, and 
to receive God’s blessings through 
Mary, Mother of God, and Mother of 
the Church.  

There is no need to register. Pil-
grims must provide their own trans-
portation and lunch. If there are any 
questions, contact Deacon Tom Lang 
at DeaconTomLang@verizon.net or 
717-599-1973. 

Annual Pilgrimage to the National  
Shrine Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes
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Seminarians Graduate from St. Vincent’s 
Diocesan seminarians Deacon Donald Bender and Deacon Ryan Fischer received 

degrees from Saint Vincent Seminary in Latrobe, Pa., on May 8. Deacon Bender re-
ceived the master of divinity degree, cum laude. He also received the Omer U. Kline, 
O.S.B., Excellence in Preaching Award, given by the Rector’s Council to the fourth-
year student who has most clearly demonstrated excellence in preaching during his 
fourth year of study. Deacon Fischer received the master of divnity degree, summa 
cum laude, as well as the Diakonia Award and the Demetrius R. Dumm, O.S.B., 
Sacred Scripture Award. The Sacred Scripture Award is given by the faculty to the 
graduate who most demonstrates excellence in the study of Sacred Scripture, while 
the Diakonia award is given to the student nominated by the entire seminary com-
munity and chosen by the faculty. The award honors a graduate who exhibits praise-
worthy academic performance as well as service to the seminary community through 
building student morale and spirit, exercising leadership within the community, and 
demonstrating creative outreach to others.

Deacon Bender, left, and Deacon Fischer, right, are shown with Dr. Mary Ann 
Boyarski, who serves as an adjunct professor of the seminary faculty. Deacon Bender, 
Deacon Fischer and Deacon Matthew Larlick will be ordained to the diocesan priest-
hood on June 6 at 10 a.m. at St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg. 

Trinity High School and St. Patrick School Receive 
Scholarship Assistance through EITC Program

Bridge Educational Foundation, along with Aegis Security Insurance, M&T Bank, 
Waste Management and The Healy Group announced $66,800 of Educational Im-
provement Tax Credit (EITC) scholarships for Cumberland County schools during 
a recent ceremony at St. Patrick School in Carlisle. Students from the host school 
joined school officials from Harrisburg Academy, Options Childcare and Preschool 
and Trinity High School in order to thank the businesses and the local legislators for 
their support of these programs.

Natalie Nutt, Executive Director of the Bridge Educational Foundation offered, 
“The companies that are here today because participating in the scholarship programs 
allows their companies to give back to the communities where they work and live and 
simultaneously helps to provide educational opportunities to their future workforce.” 

“The EITC Program is providing families in Cumberland County and throughout 
Pennsylvania with a choice,” she said. “The programs are pairing community minded 
businesses, like the ones here today, with families. We hope that with the support 
of the local lawmakers the EITC Program will continue to grow and help families 
choose their best educational options for many decades to come.” 

Adorer of the Blood of Christ Celebrates 50th Jubilee
Sister Rose McKeown, an Adorer of the Blood of Christ, celebrated 50 years as a 

vowed religious sister last month at the Ruma (Ill.) Center. She marked the anniversary 
with other jubilarians with a Mass at the Ruma Center chapel, followed by a dinner. She 
was joined in the celebration by sisters, family and friends.

Sister Rose, born in Philadelphia to John and Frances McKeown, received her bach-
elor’s degree in Spanish from Chestnut Hill College in Philadelphia in 1969 and her 
master’s degree in religious studies from St. Charles Seminary in Overbrook, Penn., in 
1991. She earned certification as a chaplain from Franciscan Health Systems in Phila-
delphia in 1994.

Sister Rose transferred to the Adorers of the Blood of Christ after having been a 
member of the Franciscan community of sisters at Chestnut Hill in Philadelphia for 
seven years. As an Adorer, she served as a teacher’s aide at Immaculate Conception 
Elementary School in Centerville, Ill. Then, after spending several months at the Mexi-
can American Cultural Center in San Antonio, Texas, she joined the community at Villa 
Fatima Parish in La Paz, Bolivia, where she helped form Base Christian Communities 
in the parish. When she returned to the U.S., she continued using her skills in Spanish 
as Hispanic minister and creator of Spanish liturgy at Holy Rosary Parish in Fairmont, 
City, Ill.

Sister Rose did her clinical pastoral work at the Franciscan Health System/Catholic 
Health East – Holy Redeemer Hospital in Meadowbrook, Penn., and served 10 years 
as a chaplain at St. Anne’s Retirement Community in Columbia, Penn. For the past 11 
years, she has been the pastoral care team manager at St. Vincent (now Taylorville) Me-
morial Hospital in Taylorville, Ill. She continues to reside in the Taylorville community. 

The names of the following de-
ceased persons have been submitted 
by their parishes:

ABBOTTSTOWN – Immaculate 
Heart of Mary: Fred Krepps.

BERWICK – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Donald Petroski, 
Mary Zeares.

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: 
Lillian C. Gross, Mary T. Haggerty, 
Peter Klemick, Brian Mariano.

BLUE RIDGE SUMMIT – St. 
Rita: Robert Lashinsky, Sr.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: 
Rita Davis, Regina Fedor, William 
Horntrop, Helen T. Nissley, Rhoda 
Ziober.

COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady of 
Hope: Carolyn Marie Giacomini.

CORNWALL – Sacred Heart of 
Jesus: Patrick O. Bowman, George W. 
Snyder.

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis 
Xavier: Alberto Moya Cuevas,  
Andrew Giglio.

HANOVER – St. Vincent de 
Paul: Lillian Krecko, Edward “Jim” 
Trumpower.

HARRISBURG – St. Margaret 
Mary: Charles L. Beshore, IV, Cath-
erine A. Csurics, Stephen Melnyk.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: 
Arlene Hetzel.

KULPMONT – Holy Angels: 
Robert V. Miller.

LEWISTOWN – Sacred Heart 
of Jesus: Phil Gingerich, Josephine 
Hagerty.

Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in June during 
the past 25 years

Deacon Henry Bucher, 1990
Msgr. Matthias Siedlecki, 1990
Father Augustine Zan, 1999
Father Joseph Kelly, 2000
Father Robert Burns, Jr., 2001
Father Thomas J. Gralinski, 2005
Father William Geiger, CSSR, 

2007
Father T. Ronald Haney, 2012
Father Andre J. Meluskey, 2013. 

LITTLESTOWN – St. Aloysius: 
A. Louise Ernst, Betty (Hood)  

Sanders.

MECHANICSBURG – St. Joseph: 
Agnes Urbasik.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine Re-
deemer: Louis John Dallago, Carolyn 
Marie Giacomini, John Paul Yanick.

SELINSGROVE – St. Pius X: 
Joseph Gallagher.

STEELTON – Prince of Peace: 
Carmella DiFrancesco.

YORK – Immaculate Conception 
BVM: Walter E. Snyder; St. Joseph: 
David Dorwart, Antonina Falci,  
Donald Klinedinst, Katherine 
O’Connor; St. Patrick: Joseph Gdovin, 
Mary Ann Wolfe. 

Sign Up to Receive  
The Catholic Witness Electronically

Read The Catholic Witness online, wherever you go! Through a free e-mail 
service, you can receive the diocesan newspaper in an electronic format. Sign 
up for the e-mail service by logging on to the diocesan Web site at www.hb-
gdiocese.org. Follow the News/Events tab to The Catholic Witness page and 
click on “Catholic Witness E-mail Sign Up.” Or, send your name, home ad-
dress and e-mail address to shuntsberger@hbgdiocese.org and we’ll sign you 
up. Each Friday that the newspaper is published, you will receive an e-mail 
with a direct link to the latest edition. Registration with the e-mail service will 
not cancel your mailed subscription, unless you request otherwise.
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                          Compiled by Emily M. Albert
Spiritual Offerings

A pro-life Mass will be celebrated June 6 at 8 a.m. at Our Lady 
of the Blessed Sacrament Church in Harrisburg. Following the Mass, 
the Rosary and the Chaplet of Divine Mercy are prayed in front of the 
Hillcrest clinic on Front Street. Call 717-432-5415 for information.

Recitation of the Rosary for America and the world takes 
place on the square in New Oxford every second Saturday of the 
month at noon. The next date is June 13.

Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey will be held on 
Wednesday, June 3 at 7 p.m. Father Pius Michael Tukura will pre-
side. Come and experience the power of praise & worship music and 
Eucharistic Adoration. A reception will be held immediately following 
the Caelorum. For more information, call 717-583-0240.

First Friday Eucharistic Adoration and Prayers will be held 
on June 5, 2015 at St. Matthew Church, 607 Stoney Creek Dr., 
Dauphin. from 7–9 p.m. Holy Mass - 7 p.m.; Exposition and Prayers 
- 7:30 p.m.; Silent Prayer and opportunity for the Sacrament of Pen-
ance – 8 p.m.; Night Prayer followed by Benediction 8:45 p.m. – 9 
p.m.  Come to all or as much as you can.  First Fridays will be held at 
St. Matthew Church every month in 2015.  For more information call 
the St. Matthew Parish office at 921-2363.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for children in the Lower 
Church at St. Joseph Parish, Lancaster, every Tuesday from 4-5 
p.m. and every Thursday from 1-2 p.m. from June 9-August 14. All 
ages and abilities welcome to spend some time with Jesus.

The Basilica of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, also known as 
Conewago Chapel, located at 30 Basilica Drive in Hanover, will be 
hosting an organ recital on Sunday, June 14 at 3 p.m. The recital is 
being held in celebration of the 115th anniversary of the installation 
of their Hook & Hastings pipe organ. The concert will feature Victor 
Fields, Music Director and Organist at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
and Organist and Pianist at Temple Beth Israel in York. A free will 
offering will be received. For more information, contact the rectory 
office at 717-637-2721.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in the Taize style, Vigil of 
the Feast of Corpus Christi Saturday, June 6, 7 pm - 8 pm at Good 
Shepherd Catholic Church, Camp Hill. Come let our Lord wrap you in 
His breathtaking presence in a candlelit setting, accompanied by the 
sweet soothing sounds of gentle singing with flute/organ accompani-
ment alternating with silence and spoken word from Scripture and 
the Saints. Sponsored by the Good Shepherd Legion of Mary.  or 
more information, call Elizabeth Tomalis, 717-763-4920.

Mass with prayer for healing will be celebrated June 2 at 7 p.m. 
at St. Theresa Church in New Cumberland, by Bishop-Elect Edward 
Malesic of the Diocese of Greensburg. The mass is sponsored by 
the Pilgrims of Praise and Life in the Spirit prayer groups. For more 
information, call Mary Ann at 717-564-7709 or Loretta at 717-737-
7551.

Retreats, Pilgrimages & Trips
2015 Spirituality by-the- Sea for Women and Men: Zeal for 

the Neighborhood of the Universe at Saint Mary by-the-Sea 
Retreat House, Cape May Point, New Jersey, June 18–21. Using a 
combination of prayer and activities, silence and sharing, relaxation 
and renewal time, we will explore some key questions of spiritual 
life for the 21st Century: What is zeal? What is the “neighborhood of 
the universe”? Who is my neighbor? What is God’s plan for me? For 
information, please call 609-884-8708. Reservation form is available 
at www.stmarybythesea.org.

Events & Fund-Raisers
The annual Divine Redeemer Parish Festival in Mount Carmel 

will be held on the parish picnic grounds on Friday, June 19 from 
5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. and Saturday, June 20 from Noon to 10:00 
p.m. Featured at the rain-or-shine event will be the ever popular 
Theme Basket Raffle, Father Moran’s Cake Wheel, Delicious Ethnic 
Foods, Homemade Baked Goods, Raffles, Rip-Offs, Kidz’ Zone, 
and Refreshments. As part of this year’s Summer Festival, we will 
be selling “Notre Dame Weekend” Raffle Tickets with a chance to 
win two Notre Dame Football Game Tickets for the University of 
Southern California (USC) vs. Notre Dame on October 17, 2015 with 
overnight accommodations for Thursday October 15, Friday October 
16, and Saturday October 17 2015. Plus other Notre Dame items. 
Highlighting the day will be entertainment by “The 60’s Boys” on 
Friday evening and “Looker” on Saturday evening. 

The Holy Name of Jesus Knights of Columbus Golf Outing. 
HNJ Council #14081 is holding the Peter Kozyra Memorial Golf Out-
ing on Saturday, July 11 at Deer Valley Golf Club in honor of Peter 
Kozyra and all our other deceased Brother Knights. Proceeds from 
the event support the HNJ Council Family Picnic held each year. 
Event is a four man scramble starting a t 8:00 a.m. with continental 
breakfast, golf, giveaways, lunch and prizes. Entry fee of $70.00 and 
hole sponsorship’s are available by contacting Chairperson Charles 
Rice at 717-808-6525 or email at crice41209@aol.com.

Chicken Bar-B-Q June 27 Sponsored by Knights of Columbus 
of St. Benedict the Abbot Parish in Lebanon. Lessen your Saturday 
haste with a quick pick up of chicken bar-b-q made on an open pit 
on June 27 from 11:00a.m. to 2:00p.m. Includes half chicken, choice 
of applesauce or coleslaw, roll w/ butter and drink. Tickets are $8 
each. Call Phil at 717-274-0684 with questions. This will benefit the 
elevator addition campaign.

St. Patrick Catholic School in York will be hosting Father 
Jim Sullivan and his riding team as they stop on their bicycle 
pilgrimage for prayer on June 4th at 8:30 a.m. They are riding from 
Litchfield CT to Mt. St. Mary’s in Maryland. For more information or 
to support this worthy cause please see: http://ourfathersride.com/
index.html.

A BBQ Fund Raiser to benefit the Mid-Atlantic Kidney Trans-
plant Fund in honor of Andy Graham will be held at St. Ignatius 
Loyola Church, 1095 Church Rd., Orrtanna. Andy, son of Mary Lou 
and Bill Graham, is in critical need of a transplant. The dinner will be 
held under the auspices of the Knights of Columbus and the Women 
of the Church. The event will be held in the Loyola Center, Saturday 

June 6 from 5-8 p.m. and will include smoked pork BBQ and BBQ 
Chicken, sides, desserts and drinks. The price is $15 for adults 
and $8 for children under 12. There will be hourly door prizes and 
a Silent Auction. We would appreciate a RSVP if possible to Dalal 
at 717-352-2081 or Aggie at 717-352-9510 to assist in preparation 
of the appropriate number of meals. Tickets will be available at the 
door or before June 3 online at http://bit.ly/bbqporkandchickendin-
ner . Can’t attend but would like to make a donation to help Andy, 
please visit https://m.helphopelive.org/campaign/6572. 

Big Breakfast on June 7 sponsored by St. Benedict the Ab-
bot’s Knights of Columbus in Lebanon. Treat yourself, family and 
friends to a big breakfast on Sunday, June 7 8:00a.m. to noon. En-
joy eggs, baked eggs, potatoes, pancakes, French toast, sausage, 
bacon, fruit and more. Adults $8 - children $3 (3 to 14), children 
2 and under eat free. Located in Lebanon St. Benedict the Abbot 
1300 Lehman Street. Benefits the Elevator Addition Campaign.

Jody Cole will be conducting an icon writing (painting) 
workshops in the Byzantine Style this summer.  She will be at 
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church in Gettysburg June 15-19 from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., an hour for lunch each day (brown bag or go out). 
The total cost of the workshop, which includes all supplies, will be 
$170. Participants will be able to choose from a 12”x16” Jonah and 
the Whale, Daniel in the Lion’s Den, or the Holy Face of Christ.  Ad-
vanced students can paint a 15”x20” of The Presentation. For more 
information contact Jody Cole at 717-919-8791 or jcoleicons@
aol.com. Jody will also conduct a week long retreat at St. Francis 
Retreat House, Easton, PA, July 19-24. Participants will paint a 
12”x16” icon of Our Lady of Tenderness or St. Ann & the Blessed 
Mother. For more information or to register, contact 610-258-3053 
or stfranrh@rcn.com

Lancaster Catholic High School  will host their 34th Annual 
Lancaster Catholic High School Carnival, Wednesday, June 17 
through Saturday, June 20 from 6pm – 11pm at Lancaster Catholic 
High School Stadium, 655 Stadium Road, Lancaster, PA 17601. Ad-
mission is $3 for adults and FREE for children ages six and under. 
There will be delicious food, nightly entertainment and rides and 
games for every age group. Ride All Night Long Bracelets are avail-
able for purchase at select Turkey Hill Minit Markets and at www.
lchsyes.org/Ride from Monday, June 1 through Sunday, June 14 for 
$12. Bracelets allow access to unlimited rides Wednesday, June 17 
and Thursday, June 18 only. More information on the LCHS Carnival 
can be found on the carnival website at www.lchsyes.org/Carnival. 
For more information about the Lancaster Catholic Carnival please 
contact: Venus Clements, Director of Alumni Relations & Special 
Events, 717-509-0313, vclements@lchsyes.org.

An indoor flea market, sponsored  by the St, Catherine 
Laboure Knights of Columbus, Council 12811, Harrisburg, will be 
held on Saturday, June 13th, in Murray Hall. Times are 8:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. Cost of tables are $15.00 for one table or two tables 
for $25.00. Sellers may set up their tables on Friday, June 12th at 
6 a.m. Table reservations may be made by contacting SK William 
Logan at 717-564-1520.

Assumption BVM Parish in Lebanon plans nnual St. Mary’s 
Festival on June 12 and 13. The Annual St. Mary’s Festival will be 
held Friday, June 12 and Saturday, June 13 at St. Cecelia’s Parish 
Hall and Grounds, 750 State Drive, Lebanon. The family friendly 
festivities include games, great food, bingo and music on both 
evenings. Midway hours are 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. on Friday and 4 p.m. 
to 11 p.m. on Saturday.   A Fish Dinner will be featured on Friday 
starting at 4 p.m. in the air-conditioned Parish Hall. Plus there are 
food stands on the festival grounds for added menu choices. The 
Johnson Brothers will provide the musical entertainment for the Fes-
tival on Friday evening. And the music of Laredo will highlight the 
Saturday activities. Musical entertainment on our outdoor stage will 
be featured from 7 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. both nights. Raffle tickets are 
also available for $10. Only 1200 tickets will be sold for a chance to 
win 22 prizes, including a top prize of $1500 cash. Call Bob Mettley 
at 717-507- 6508 for tickets and details.

Lancaster Theology on Tap - Summer Potluck Picnic, 
Wednesday, June 10th from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. at St. Philip the 
Apostle Parish Pavillion, 2111 Millersville Pike, Lancaster, PA. 
17603. Please bring a dish to share. RSVP on Facebook or email 
Liz at eakreckel@gmail.com. For more details, check out www.
totlancaster.com.    

Lancaster Catholic High School announces summer camps 
June-August to allow children to further develop their God-given 
gifts or to explore new areas of interest. Each camp will provide 
the children a chance to work with passionate professionals who 
will help them refine and expand their skills. Lancaster Catholic 
Athletic Camps; Speed & Explosion Camp, Field Hockey Camp 
Sessions 1 & 2, Wrestling Camp, Baseball Camp Sessions 1 & 2, 
Boys Soccer Camp, Girls Basketball Camp, Boys Basketball Camp, 
Youth Football Camp. Academic & Art Camps; Dissection Camp, 
Journalism Camp, Music Theater Camp, Wild at He(ART) Camp. 
Music- Related Camps; Guitar Camp, Strings Camp, Choir Camp, 
Band Camp. To find out camp dates, learn more information, or to 
register, visit www.lchsyes.org/Camps. For more information about 
summer camps please contact: Kyla Hockley, Admissions Coun-
selor at 717-509-0313 or khockley@lchsyes.org.

Free CPR classes offered in June at Holy Spirit, A Geisinger 
Affiliate. A free “Heartsaver AED” CPR class for community mem-
bers on Saturday, June 13 at 9 a.m.. American Heart Association-
trained instructors will be teaching the class in Holy Spirit Hospital’s 
auditorium. The course will teach participants the skills needed 
to successfully recognize when someone is in trouble and how to 
begin cardiopulmonary resuscitation on adults, children and infants. 
Participants will receive hands-on practice using an automated 
external defibrillator (AED). They will also learn how to help a chok-
ing victim. The “Heartsaver AED” class will be offered to community 
members. This course is intended to teach the lay rescuer. Partici-
pants may elect to learn adult and child CPR and/or infant CPR. Af-
ter successfully completing the course, each participant will receive 
a course completion card. To register for this free class, please call 
717.972.4262. Please register early as space is limited. If you’d like 
to schedule a group CPR class for your business or organization, 
please call 717.972.4262. 

St. Gabriel Respect Life Ministry of St. Patrick’s Church, 
Carlisle, will conduct the Pro-Vita Institute on June 25, 2015, 9p.m 
to 3p.m. at the Parish Activity Center (Life Teen Room), on Marsh 
Drive. Speakers include Fr. Paul Schenck, Director of the Respect 
Life Office, Diocese of Harrisburg: “The Personhood Debate 
in America Today;” Dr. Lauren Winn, Center for Women’s Health, 
Camp Hill, associated with Holy Spirit Hospital: “Essential Elements 
of Embryonic Development;”and Maria Gallagher, Director of Legis-
lative Affairs, PA Pro-Life Federation: “Defending Life in Public Poli-
cy.” Registration: $10, and includes lunch and reading materials. To 
register please send a check for $10.00, made out to St. Patrick’s 
Church, 152 East Pomfret St., Carlisle, PA 17013. Please indicate 
on the memo line: Pro-Vita Institute. For more information contact 
Patty Dowling (dowlingkp@yahoo.com) or Gabriel Marcella (mar-
cella@ pa.net). Continuing education credits for teachers available.

Parish, School & Organization News
Misericordia Nursing & Rehabilitation Center, the only 

Catholic nursing center in York County, has created a new part-time 
position titled Development Associate. The chosen candidate will be 
responsible for developing and implementing a Development Plan 
incorporating annual appeals, donor prospect research (both corpo-
rate and individual), major gift initiatives, stewardship events, grant 
research and proposal writing, and development of marketing com-
munications. A Bachelor’s degree and prior development experience 
is required. Please forward letter of interest, resume, references 
and salary information via email to Marion Bittner, Administrator, 
mbittner@mn-rc.org.

St. Anne Parish in Lancaster is seeking to fill a part-time 
Business Manager position. Qualified person must have at least 
a two-year associates degree in accounting and proficiency in 
Microsoft Excel. This position requires ten hours per week. The job 
posting and job description can be found on the St. Anne Parish 
website, www.stannechurch.org, or by calling the Parish Office 
at 717-392-2225. Interested individuals can send their resume 
to: St. Anne Church, Attn: Fr. Norman C. Hohenwarter, 929 N. Duke 
St., Lancaster, PA  17602.

Assumption of the Blessed Mary Church in Lebanon 
is hiring a Director of Music. They are seeking a profes-
sional to fill this part-time position, who will play the organ for a 
Saturday evening Mass, and two Sunday morning Masses. The 
Director of music will lead the choir, train cantors for each of 
the Masses, and provide music for all weddings and funerals at 
the Parish. This will be a salaried position, which is negotiable 
based on the skills and experience of the applicant. Anyone 
who is interested should send a resume to Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish, 2 N 8th Street, Lebanon PA 17046, 
to the Attention of Fr. Michael Rothan. We hope to fill this posi-
tion by July 1, 2015 so resumes should be submitted by the 
end of May, 2015. 

Teacher helpers needed!  The Harrisburg Catholic Elementary 
School, with campuses located at St. Patrick and Holy Family 
parishes, urgently needs retired or active educators and teachers’ 
aides to work with students during the upcoming 2015-2016 school 
year. These Shining Star Volunteers will assist teachers in a variety 
of areas, including one-on-one and small group interactions. Help 
is needed at all grade levels (K-8). You may participate as often as 
your time permits, either on a regular or an as-needed basis. Do 
you feel you may be called for this special vocation? Please contact 
Sharon Kaercher at sharonkaercher@yahoo.com or 717-763-
4310 for more information. Clearances required; help is available to 
guide you through the clearance process.

Part –Time Administrative Assistant at Saint Peter’s Parish, 
Elizabethtown. Immediate opening for a part time administrative 
assistant to undertake a wide variety of clerical duties. As a visible 
representative of the parish this person will need to put the interests 
of the parish first in all actions and communication with others. 
Cordial and effective communication with priests, parishioners, 
vendors, committee members, officers of church councils and 
Diocesan office personnel is an ongoing necessity. This position 
requires a detail-oriented individual with above average keyboard 
skills, excellent organizational and interpersonal skills with the ability 
to understand and follow instructions, as well as work independently. 
Trustworthiness, reliability, willingness to maintain confidentiality 
and the ability to complete routine and delegated assignments in a 
timely manner are essential. High School diploma, preferably with 
business curriculum required. Associate degree in office administra-
tion helpful. Two to three years related work experience preferred.  
Resumes may be submitted to: Fr Steven Fauser, Pastor, St Peter 
Parish, 1840 Marshall Dr. Elizabethtown, Pa. 17022. Email address 
is frsfauser@hbgdiocese.org.

St. Peter Parish is seeking to employ a Parish Manager. 
Responsible for assisting the Pastor in the overall administration 
of the Parish with respect to all matters pertaining to personnel, fi-
nance, buildings and grounds, parish committees and organizations, 
and scheduling. A Bachelor’s degree in accounting or business 
administration or its equivalent is required as well as a minimum of 
three years experience in business administration and personnel 
supervision. Experience with parish operations is preferred. The in-
dividual must have a working knowledge of Church teaching and an 
understanding of the mission/vision/philosophy of a Roman Catholic 
parish. The Parish Manager is a steward of the physical, financial 
and personnel resources of the Parish and enables other ministries 
to function effectively. The Parish Manager values the ethical and 
efficient management of resources and thus enables the Parish to 
fulfill its mission and purpose. The preferred candidate will also have 
experience in the management / oversight of capital campaigns and 
building projects.  Resumes may be submitted to: Fr Steven Fauser, 
Pastor, St Peter Parish, 1840 Marshall Dr. Elizabethtown, Pa. 
17022. Email address is frsfauser@hbgdiocese.org.

English Teacher needed at Lebanon Catholic School for 
the 2015-2016 School Year. Teacher responsibilities include 
teaching high school English classes and semester electives in 
Grades 9-12 in the English Department. Please send resume, 
copy of credentials, and all proper clearances to Lebanon Catholic 
School to the attention of Mrs. Rose Kury, Principal, 1400 Chestnut 
Street, Lebanon, PA 17042    St. Anne’s Retirement Community in 
Columbia is seeking volunteers to help transport Catholic residents 
in their wheelchairs to and from Sunday morning Mass at 10:30 
a.m. The commitment would be for two hours once a month, from 
approximately 9:45 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. If interested, contact Ken 
Giovanelli, Director of Pastoral Care, at 285-6121, or kgiovanelli@
stannesrc.org.
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By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

There are 1,501 high schools in the state of Pennsylvania, with 952 public and 
549 private schools splitting that total. Those schools are dispersed across 

some 46,055 square miles across 67 counties, where 12.79 million live. For the 
past 90 years, the largest congregation of these many schools gathers every year on 
Memorial Day weekend to compete in the PIAA Track and Field Championships at 
Seth Grove Stadium on the campus of Shippensburg University. 

Under azure-hued brilliant skies, two diocesan athletes won gold medals. In the 
girls’ Class AAA pole vault, Bishop McDevitt’s Tesia Kempski won the event with 
an impressive vault of 12’9” to best the field by nearly a foot. Last year as a junior, 
she medaled in Class AA. In the 800-meter run, Shannon Quinn, Trinity’s ace med-
distance sprinter won the gold medal nearly three seconds faster than the field to 
cap off a stellar career she had for the Shamrocks as an individual event runner and 
relay anchor. 

In the District 3 championship held a week earlier at the same venue, diocesan 
athletes won seven gold medals. In the field events, Trinity’s Megan Silvia and 
Alexis Lipnicky won the Class AA pole vault and javelin, respectively, while Bren-
don Latimore won the boys’ 100-meter dash for the Rocks. And Trinity’s 4 x800 
relay (Emily D’Amico, Katherine Long, Nora Shelly and Shannon Quinn) won the 
gold. Tesia Kempski set a District 3 record with a jump of 12’4” in the Class AAA 
pole vault for Bishop McDevitt.

Diocesan Athletes Brilliant at State 
Track and Field Championships

More CHAMPIONSHIPS, page 15Bishop McDevitt’s Tesia Kempski focuses on a vault at the 2014 PIAA meet.

Trinity’s Megan Silvia clears 11 feet en route to her fifth place finish.
CHRIS HEISEY and EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS 
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Tennis Player 
Nets Great Season

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

Beck Wiles, a junior a Lower Dauphin High School and a parishioner at 
Holy Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg, finished off a terrific tennis sea-

son for the Falcons by qualifying for the PIAA state tournament held on May 
22 at Hershey Racquet Club. Competing in the doubles completion with fellow 
junior Josh Carl, the tandem lost a hard fought three-set match against a team 
from Erie McDowell (6-4, 6-7 (4), 4-6). 

During the regular season, the LD tandem went undefeated in the Mid-Penn, 
with Beck winning the Mid-Penn tournament number two singles championship 
over rival Hershey. Beck and Carl then teamed up to win the silver medal at the 
Class AAA District 3 championships, losing to Exeter in the finals in another 
closely contested match.

Trinity’s Shannon Quinn runs the anchor in the 4x800 relay.
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The faith-based artwork of diocesan school students was 
on exhibit in the Archives’ display cases at the Cardinal 
Keeler Center in Harrisburg this spring as the Diocesan De-
partment of Religious Education hosted the third annual art 
contest for students to highlight their God-given artistic tal-
ents.

At the conclusion of the exhibit, awards were presented to 
the top-three artists in a senior division for students in grades 
10-12 and in a junior division for those in grades 7-9. En-
tries from Catholic high schools and their respective feeder 
schools were judged at the high school level and then on a 
regional level for submission to the diocesan-wide show.

Awards were presented to the top-three place-winners in 
the senior division for students in grades 10-12, and in the 
junior division for students in grades 7-9, as well as to 10 
honorable mention awards from grades 7-12 combined.

 In the senior division, Suzanne Flick of Lancaster Catho-
lic High School earned first place for “Stations of the Cross,” 
a creation of clay tiles depicting each Station, fastened onto 
wood.

Rachel Jackson of Trinity High School in Camp Hill 
earned second place for “Hands of Faith,” an oil painting 
created from a photograph of her sister holding a Rosary.

Iveth Anguiano of Bishop McDevitt High School in Har-
risburg placed third in the senior division with “The Perse-
cuted,” a series of newspaper clippings of chaos in the world 
and an image of a persecuted woman shedding tears.

In the junior division, first place was awarded to Reece 
Lopatka of St. Joseph School in Danville for “Saul’s Con-
version,” a pencil sketch inspired by the forgiveness of 
Saul’s sins.

Gillian Gurney of St. Joan of Arc School in Hershey placed 
second with “Descending of the Holy Spirit,” a rendering in 
chalk with smoky effects from the flame of the Spirit.

Jordyn Ney of Sacred Heart of Jesus School in Lancaster 
earned third place for “Unity of the Spirit,” a colored-pencil 
sketch of individuals’ hands coming together in the faith.

Honorable mention was awarded to the following the fol-
lowing ten students: Mia Jiang of Bishop McDevitt High 
School, Sierra Hogan of Lancaster Catholic High School, 
Ellen Clare Weber of Delone Catholic High School in Mc-
Sherrystown, Jennifer Meck of Lancaster Catholic High 
School, Kassie Speary of York Catholic High School, Molly 
Huynh of Holy Name of Jesus School in Harrisburg, Stephen 
Gontis of Bishop McDevitt High School, Krystal Leung of 
St. Joan of Arc School in Hershey, Cassandra Rushinski of 
St. Catherine Labouré School in Harrisburg, and Natalie 
Lutz of Lebanon Catholic School. 

Trinity High School in Camp Hill 
held its inaugural Academic Signing 
Day on May 14, giving recognition 
to those senior students who have 
received academic scholarship funds 

for the college or university they will 
be attending in the fall. 

A total of 34 students, receiving 
more than $2.4 million in scholar-
ships, were recognized during a 

school ceremony following Mass on 
Ascension Thursday. 

Trinity’s Principal, Joseph Gres-
sock, brought the idea for an academ-
ic-signing day – similar to athletic-

Student Art Contest  
Exhibits Faith

Junior division place-winners stand with their renderings. From left are Jordyn Ney of Sacred Heart of 
Jesus in Lancaster, Gillian Gurney of St. Joan of Arc in Hershey, and Reece Lopatka of St. Joseph in 
Danville.

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Place-winners in the senior division of the Diocesan Art Contest display their talents. From left are Iveth 
Anguiano of Bishop McDevitt, Suzanne Flick of Lancaster Catholic, and Rachel Jackson of Trinity.

Trinity Holds Inaugural Academic Signing Day

A total of 34 seniors at Trinity High School were recognized at a recent Academic Signing Day for the more than $2.4 
million in academic scholarships they’ve received to continue their education. Among the classmates recognized at 
the ceremony were, from left, Olivia Gilbertson, who will attend Neumann University; Patrick Hadley, who will attend 
St. Vincent College; Kevin Hills, who will attend Furman University; Emma Kenee, who will attend Wilkes University; 
and Ann Margaret Kennedy, who will attend the University of Tampa.

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Alex Cominsky signs a 
certificate of recognition 
for the scholarship he 
received to attend the 
University of DeSales 
this fall. 

signing day – after learning about its 
beginnings at a school in Cleveland.

“When I came to Trinity and 
realized the academic success 
that they’ve shared over the years 
and the tradition of high expecta-
tions here, I felt it was time to give 
academic recognition too,” he said. 
“We’re about teaching Gospel val-
ues and the quality education for our 
students so that they’re ready for the 
next step in their lives.”
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