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Members of the Murren family greet Bishop-Elect Edward C. Malesic following Mass at Holy Family 
Church in York Haven on June 14. The parish, where he has served since 2004, held a special farewell 
reception for the bishop-elect that day. Breanne Murren holds young Andrew as Alexander looks on. 
Behind her, Jesse Murren holds daughter Lydia. 

Farewell to  
Bishop-Elect Malesic

As Bishop-Elect Edward C. Malesic prepares to under-
take his role as the Fifth Bishop of the Diocese of Greens-
burg upon the Mass of Episcopal Ordination and Installa-
tion there on July 13, members of Holy Infant Parish in 
York Haven – where the bishop-elect has served since 2004 
– gathered in large number on the weekend of June 13 and 
14 for Masses and a farewell reception for their beloved 
pastor.

Pages 8 and 9 of this edition of The Catholic Witness fea-
ture photos from the farewell in York Haven, and an in-
terview with Bishop-Elect Malesic on his ministry in the 
Diocese of Harrisburg and his appointment to Greensburg.

Pope Francis Releases Encyclical  
on Care for God’s Creation

Online Resources
Read the entire encyclical and 

find resources, including discussion 
guides, practical tips, parish and 
school resources, and Church teach-
ing on ecology online on the dioc-
esan Web site:

www.hbgdiocese.org

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

    The earth, which was created to 
support life and give praise to God, is 
crying out with pain because human 
activity is destroying it, Pope Francis 
says in his long-awaited encyclical, 
“Laudato Si’, on Care for Our Com-
mon Home.”

All who believe in God and all peo-
ple of good will have an obligation to 
take steps to mitigate climate change, 
clean the land and the seas, and start 
treating all of creation – including poor 
people – with respect and concern, he 

says in the document released at the 
Vatican June 18.

A lack of respect for creation is a lack 
of respect for God who created all that 
exists, the pope says. In fact, he con-
tinues, a person cannot claim to respect 
nature while supporting abortion, nor 
can one claim to be pro-life without a 
commitment to reversing damage to 
the environment.

With unusually blunt language for a 
papal document, the pope decries cen-
turies of exploiting the earth, exploiting 
other people and acting as if the point 
of human life is to buy and consume as 
much as possible.

“The earth, our home, is beginning to 
look more and more like an immense 
pile of filth,” the pope writes in the 
document.

While acknowledging science is not 
the Catholic Church’s area of expertise, 
Pope Francis says “a very solid scien-
tific consensus” points to global warm-

Leaving an inhabitable planet to future generations is, 
first and foremost, up to us. 

~ Laudato Si’, 160
More ENCYCLICAL page 10
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Morris Island in Charleston, S.C., is a barrier island at the mouth of Charleston Harbor which remains uninhabited by man. It was the scene of several terrible Civil 
War battles in July 1863.
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Pope Francis Contemplates Shroud of Turin, 
Calls it ‘Icon of Love’

By Laura Ieraci
Catholic News Service

It took place in silence and lasted only a 
few minutes, but Pope Francis’ time of prayer 
and contemplation before the Shroud of Turin 
was marked with gestures of reverence and 
tenderness.

Revered by many as the burial cloth of Je-
sus, the shroud was the second stop on the 
pope’s packed itinerary for his two-day visit 
to the northern Italian town of Turin.

The pope did not give a speech June 21 in 
the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, where 
the shroud is housed, but he described it later 
as an icon of Christ’s great love for human-
kind.

“At the end of our celebration, our thoughts 
go to the Virgin Mary, loving mother and at-
tentive to all her children, whom Jesus en-

trusted to her from the cross, while he offered 
himself in the greatest act of love. The icon 
of this love is the shroud,” Pope Francis said 
before reciting the midday Angelus prayer.

“The shroud draws [us] to the face and mar-
tyred body of Jesus and, at the same time, im-
pels us toward the face of every suffering and 
unjustly persecuted person. It impels us in the 
same direction as Jesus’ gift of love,” he said, 
making reference to the words of St. Paul.

After his first meeting in Turin, a gathering 
in a public square with thousands of people 
from the world of work, Pope Francis walked 
to the cathedral nearby. He entered the church 
at 9:15 a.m. and walked directly toward the 
shroud, which had been on public exhibit 
since April 19.

The pope stood before the shroud for about 
20 seconds, then crossed himself before set-
tling into a wooden armchair, set several feet 

from the shroud. He sat in dim lighting and 
in silence, with his head bowed for several 
moments. He crossed himself again before 
approaching the shroud, stopping only a few 
feet away. He stood there, contemplating it for 
another 20 seconds or so, before walking right 
up to its case, touching it gently and crossing 
himself again.

He then prayed before a side altar in the ca-
thedral, the location of the tomb of a native 
of Turin, Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati, who 
died at age 24 after a short life dedicated to 
helping the poor.

The pope then celebrated an outdoor Mass 
in one of Turin’s central squares, Piazza Vit-
torio. Officials estimated the crowd at 100,000 
people.

During his homily, the pope reflected on 
three aspects of the love of God. God’s love 
is faithful, re-creates all things anew, and is 

stable and sure, he said.
On the first aspect, the pope said God’s love 

does not disappoint and never fails and is in-
carnate in Jesus.

“For love, he became man; for love, he 
died and resurrected; for love, he is always 
at our side, in beautiful moments and in dif-
ficult ones. Jesus loves us always, until the 
end, without limits and without measure. And 
he loves all of us to the point that we each 
can say, ‘He gave his life for me.’ For me,” 
he said.

“The faithfulness of Jesus does not give up 
even in the face of our own unfaithfulness,” 
he added.

A person experiences the ability of God’s 
love to re-create when one realizes his or her 
own mistakes, sins and weakness and opens 
up to the forgiveness and love of Jesus, the 
pope said.

“The spirit of the world is always searching 
for newness, but only the faithfulness of Jesus 
is capable of true newness, of making us new 
people, of re-creating us,” he said.

The day’s Gospel reading about Jesus calm-
ing the storm on the Sea of Galilee demon-
strates the third aspect: the stability and sure-
ness of God’s love, said the pope.

When people feel they are unable to go on, 
he said, Jesus offers them “the rock of his 
love, onto which each person can grasp, cer-
tain they will not fall.”

“How many times have we felt that we can-
not go on,” the pope said. “But [Jesus] is al-
ways beside us, with an extended hand and an 
open heart.”

The pope then urged the faithful to reflect 
on whether they are living on the “rock” of 
God’s love. People, including even Chris-
tians, run the risk of forgetting God’s love and 
of feeling “paralyzed by fears of the future 
and seeking security in passing things or in 
models of closed societies that tend to exclude 
more than to include,” he said.

He prayed that the Holy Spirit would help 
make Christians aware of the constant and 
faithful love of God, “to face life with courage 
and to look at the future with hope.”

“The peace that [God] gives us is for every-
one,” he said, “even for the many brothers and 
sisters who are fleeing wars and persecution in 
the search of peace and freedom.”

The pope’s two most recent predecessors 
also visited the shroud: Pope Benedict XVI in 
2010, calling it the “icon of Holy Saturday,” 
and Pope John Paul II in 1998. The shroud 
was to be on public display until June 24. 

CNS, PAUL HARING
Pope Francis touches the case holding the Shroud of 
Turin after praying before the cloth in the Cathedral of 
St. John the Baptist in Turin, Italy, June 21. 
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Family, Become What You Are
Diocesan Conference with  

Bishop Ronald Gainer and Christopher West
July 11 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

Register online at:
https://hbgdiocese.formstack.com/forms/ 

family_become_what_you_are   

Or, for additional information or registration, 
contact Kate Neri at 717-657-4804, ext. 317, or 
kneri@hbgdiocese.org.

Cost of $15 per person includes lunch. Regis-
tration deadline is July 1.

By Jim Gontis
Special to The Witness

Let’s get down to brass tacks. The family, as St. 
John Paul II and his successors, Pope Benedict XVI 
and Pope Francis have frequently pointed out, is the 
“fundamental cell of society.” As the family goes, so 
goes the culture. Show me a place where authentic 
marriage and family flourish, and I’ll show you a 
healthy culture, a healthy society. It is as simple as 
that. The opposite is just as true.  

A great opportunity for grace is available for the 
receiving for the members of our diocesan family.

As has been much publicized, our Holy Father, 
Pope Francis, will be coming to Philadelphia for the 
culmination of the World Meeting of Families, an 
event that began in 1994 during the pontificate of St. 
John Paul II, and which takes place every three years 
at various locales throughout the world. The pope 
will arrive September 26 and will celebrate a Papal 
Mass on the Benjamin Franklin Parkway on Sunday, 
September 27, which is open to the public. Millions 
will flock to the event from around the country, and 
thousands from our own diocese.   

As a preparation for this unique and momentous 
event, our own diocesan chief shepherd, Bishop 
Ronald W. Gainer, is inviting men and women from 
throughout the Diocese of Harrisburg and beyond 
to join him on a journey of prayer and healing for 
our families in preparation for the World Meeting of 
Families in Philadelphia. This preparation includes a 
diocesan conference about the meaning and impor-
tance of marriage and family life, on Saturday, July 
11, at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg.  

The day will feature important presentations by 
Bishop Gainer and best-selling author and nation-
ally renowned speaker on marriage and the fam-
ily, Christopher West. It will end with Sunday Vigil 
Mass celebrated by Bishop Gainer.  

Family, Become What You Are!
A Journey toward the World Meeting of Families

Bishop Gainer will speak about the significance of 
the pope’s visit to Pennsylvania and how families in 
the Diocese of Harrisburg can participate and pre-
pare their hearts for this historic event. In his own 
words, the bishop has said, “As with any important 
event in our families or in our Church family, it is 
important to prepare ourselves for this historic oc-
casion.”  

This July 11 diocesan family event, and the sub-
sequent World Meeting of Families, is just such an 
opportunity.

Christopher West will break open how a “Eucha-
ristic understanding of the family” offers hope for us 
to overcome the many challenges that marriage and 
family face in today’s world. The presentations will 
shed light on the “secret” hidden in God from all 
eternity that reveals God’s plan for man and woman, 
the family, and indeed, the whole universe. Partici-
pants will learn what St. John Paul II called the three 
“infallible and indispensable” means for a fruit-

ful marriage and family spirituality. Attendees will 
come to see how the Bible is a “marriage-oriented” 
book, for the Sacred Scripture begins with a mar-
riage (Adam and Eve) and ends with a wedding feast 
(the Wedding Feast of the Lamb), and is “chock-
full” of marriage and family all through. Attendees 
will also see how all authentic marriage and family 
is leading to the great consummation of the greatest 
marriage of all, that which is between Jesus and His 
mystical Bride, the Catholic Church! 

Finally, the men and women and spouses attend-
ing this event will receive practical advice for how 
to combat distortions of family life that are becom-
ing increasingly widespread, with the goal that they 
will find hope and healing for the wounds afflicting 
marriage and family life today.

Christopher West, in a statement both eloquent 
and true, states:

“This is a great moment of grace for the Church in 
the United States, and in a particular way for us, here 
in the neighboring diocese of the papal visit. But we 
know the operation of grace in our lives is not au-
tomatic. We need to do all we can to dispose our-
selves, to open ourselves, to the operation of grace.”

The family is besieged today by many forces. 
Even what constitutes marriage has been mind-bog-
glingly challenged. Now is not the time to despair. It 
is time to roll up our sleeves, challenge the powers 
of darkness with truth and love and mercy, and be 
light and leaven to a world in desperate need of both. 
This is not someone else’s task. This is about love 
and responsibility.  

We are at a crucial moment. Now is the time!  
May the Holy Family – Jesus, Mary, and Joseph – 

intercede for all families!  
Come be with us on July 11. Don’t miss the grace!  
(Jim Gontis is the Director of the Diocesan De-

partment for Religious Education.) 

Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

June 27 – Ordain Deacon Anthony E. Michalik, C.Ss.R. to the 
Priesthood, Our Mother of Perpetual Help Church, Ephrata, 11 a.m.

June 28 – Install Reverend Joshua R. Brommer as Pastor and Rector 
of Saint Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 9:30 a.m.

June 30 – Celebrate Mass at Saint Anne’s Retirement Community,  
Columbia, 10:15 a.m.; Diocesan Review Board Meeting, Cardinal 
Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 6 p.m.

July 4 – Celebrate 50th Anniversary Mass for All Saints Cemetery,  
Elysburg, 11 a.m.

July 6 – Attend Fiat Days, Mount Saint Mary’s Seminary,  
Emmitsburg, MD.

July 9 – Celebrate Mass at Saint Pauline Center, Kulpmont, 6 p.m.

July 11 – Celebrate Mass at ‘Family, Become What You Are!”  
Gathering, Bishop McDevitt High School, Harrisburg.

July 13 – Attend Ordination and Installation of Bishop-Elect  
Edward C. Malesic, Greensburg.

July 14-15 – Pennsylvania Catholic Conference Administrative 
Board Meeting, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg.

July 16 – Seminarian Family Picnic, Cardinal Keeler Center,  
Harrisburg, 6 p.m.

July 19 – Celebrate Closing Mass at Camp Call & Duty, Mount Joy, 
noon.

Statement Regarding Financial Irregularities 
at Holy Trinity Parish, Columbia

Diocesan Press Release

The Diocese of Harrisburg has worked closely with the Columbia Police De-
partment and the Lancaster County District Attorney’s Office regarding certain 
irregularities involving the embezzlement of parish funds by Josetta Reese, the 
former parish secretary at Holy Trinity Parish, Columbia.  

On or around March 27 of this year, irregularities were noticed by the Diocese 
in Holy Trinity Parish finances. An investigation was begun into the matter. On 
May 7, Mrs. Reese was interviewed about the matter and a confession was se-
cured. She admitted to taking at least $10,000 over a period of years from the 
Sunday offerings and other parish financial sources. Mrs. Reese had worked for 
the parish since 2008.

After her admission to taking the funds, Mrs. Reese was placed on suspen-
sion. In keeping with the Diocesan zero tolerance policy toward financial mal-
feasance, the matter was reported to the Columbia Police Department and the 
Lancaster County Distinct Attorney’s Office for prosecution as warranted. The 
Diocese will seek restitution of the stolen funds. 

On Monday, June 22, 2015, Columbia Police Detective Matthew Leddy filed 
one count of Felony Theft by Unlawful Taking or Disposition against Josetta 
Reese. Reese was arraigned by District Judge Robert Herman and released on 
$5,000.00 unsecured bail pending a preliminary hearing.   

In an effort to better safeguard funds donated to the Church, the Diocese re-
vised and strengthened fiscal policies, controls and guidelines in 2013. These 
enhanced financial procedures and controls have been implemented and en-
forced in the parishes and schools across the diocese. They have served to in-
crease awareness and accountability on the part of finance council members as 
well as pastors, principals and administrators.

At the local level, parishioners serving on finance councils and in the parish 
office are more involved in the financial administration of the parishes and are 
able to recognize potential problems and to question and/or report practices and 
activities which do not comply with Diocesan policies.  

At the Diocesan level, financial reviews of parishes and schools have sub-
stantially increased over the last few years. In addition, the Diocese has many 
tools at its disposal to identify and detect frauds and irregularities.  Some of 
these include the review of parish financial controls, data analytics, and even 
surveillance.  It is hoped that both the controls and detection efforts will serve 
as a deterrent to anyone considering misappropriating church funds now or in 
the future. 



Consecrated Life:  
Configured to Christ

By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

Some time ago, I had an amazing experience talking to a high 
school teacher of Psychology and Sociology. He related to me an ex-
periment that he had his psychology students perform. His class was 
divided into four different teams. Each team went to 
a different public area. One team went to the mall, 
another traveled to a nearby mu-
seum, a third went to a ball game, 
and the fourth went to a subway 
station. Each leader of the team 
had to stand in the middle of the 
public area and point and stare at 
a spot either on the ceiling or far 
away. The expression on the face 
of the team leader could indicate confusion, interest 
or fear. The others on the team had to record the spectators’ reactions 
to the gesture. Each team then summed up what they observed by the 
spectators. The students found that the spectators turned their head 
to the direction of the gesture, trying to see what the individual was 
so focused upon. The spectators began talking to other people, trying 
to figure out what was happening. Unable to discover a reason, most 
shrugged their shoulders, shook their heads and walked away mum-
bling.

I was reminded of this story when I read a blog1 by Sister Marianne 
Lorraine Trouvé, FSP, that “pointed to” the Sacrament of Baptism and 
consecrated life. In it, Sister reminds her readers that the Sacrament 
of Baptism puts an indelible mark on the soul. This “mark” makes us 
like Jesus. This feature “configures us to Jesus in a way that enables 
us to take part in Christian worship.”  In addition, she also states that 
all individuals that are baptized are consecrated as well as called to 
become holy. Those men and women who are also called by God to 
consecrated life “point” to Christ in a different manner coming from 
their baptism.

Men and women who are called to consecrated life are called to 
live like Jesus in a radical way. “He lived radical poverty in complete 
dependence on the Father, a radical chastity in giving up marriage for 
the sake of the Kingdom, and a radical obedience in always doing the 
will of his Father: ‘My food is to do the will of him who sent me and 
to complete his work’ (John 4:34).”  

Jesus lived this in union with the Holy Spirit and teaches all 
the faithful, not just those in consecrated life, how to be truly hu-
man. Those individuals that are called to consecrated life strive 
to imitate Jesus in their life by living poverty, chastity and obedi-
ence according to the dictates of their specific institutes and con-
gregations. When they publically profess the vows – also called 
evangelical councils – of poverty, chastity and obedience, they 
“point” to something in which they “see” with the eyes of faith: 
how to be the best human being that God calls each of us to be. 
Ok, so you might say, “Yes, but the Year of Consecrated Life is for 
those who are called by God to live that way. I am not, so it’s not 
something I really need to think about.” Really? Are you consecrated 
to a life of holiness because of your baptism?  

What might this look like for someone who is not called to Con-
secrated Life? Sister Marianne Lorraine explains: Saying a personal 
“no to consumerism, and a yes to a simple lifestyle, mindful of shar-
ing with the poor;” saying a personal “no to all forms of sexual in-
dulgence, and a yes to the virtue of chaste and holy love;” saying a 
personal “no to sin, and a yes to entrusting ourselves to God’s loving 
care for our lives.”

By doing this, anyone can offer their lives in union with Christ 
to the Father through the Holy Spirit. By doing this, others will be 
“pointing” to us as they marvel the likeness of Christ they can actu-
ally see in us!

1http://www.patheos.com/blogs/pursuedbytruth/2015/04/got-
character-baptism-and-consecrated-life.html

(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Net-
work Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of 
Formation for Wives in the Diaconate Program. An educator for 29 
years, she is responsible for Professional Development Programs for 
every age learner. Through her presentations, she challenges her au-
diences to be the individual God has called them to be.) 
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Summer Schedule  
of The Witness 

The Catholic Witness will have a revised schedule this summer in order 
to provide timely coverage of the Episcopal Ordination and Installation of 
Bishop-Elect Edward C. Malesic, a native son of the Diocese of Harris-
burg, as the Bishop of Greensburg.

Please note that there will be no edition on July 10, as previously sched-
uled. Instead, we have arranged for an edition to be published on July 17.

The Mass of Episcopal Ordination and Installation of Bishop Malesic 
will be celebrated at Blessed Sacrament Cathedral in Greensburg on July 
13, and The Catholic Witness will provide coverage in the July 17 issue.

The Witness will then take its summer publication hiatus and will resume 
bi-weekly publication with the August 7 edition. 

Stay in touch with news from the diocese by visiting its Web site, www.
hbgdiocese.org, by joining its Facebook page at www.facebook.com/ 
DioceseofHarrisburg, and by connecting via Twitter at www.twitter.com/
HBGDiocese. If you’re planning a little travel this summer, you can find 
Mass times worldwide at www.masstimes.org.

Have you signed up yet to receive The Catholic Witness electronically? 
Through a free service, you can receive the paper via e-mail with a direct 
link to each edition as it is published. 

Sign up for the e-mail service by logging on to the diocesan Web site at 
www.hbgdiocese.org. Follow the News/Events tab to The Catholic Witness 
page and click on “Catholic Witness E-mail Sign Up.” Once you complete 
the form, you’ll be added to our e-mail list. 

Registration with the e-mail service will not automatically cancel your 
mailed subscription. If you prefer to receive the online version instead of a 
copy in the mail, contact our Circulation Coordinator, Susan Huntsberger, 
at shuntsberger@hbgdiocese.org or 717-657-4804, ext. 201, with your 
Witness account number, and your name, address and phone number. 

As always, if you’d like to promote an upcoming event, share stories 
of interest or otherwise get in touch with us, send an e-mail to witness@
hbgdiocese.org or call 717-657-4804. Our publication dates and submis-
sion guidelines for 2015 can be accessed on The Catholic Witness’ page at 
www.hbgdiocese.org or e-mailed upon request.

Enjoy a safe and blessed summer, and look for our upcoming editions on 
July 17, August 7 and August 21.
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Lancaster Catholic  
High School  
Names Terry  

Klugh as Principal 
Lancaster Catholic High School and the Diocese of 

Harrisburg announced June 17 that Mr. Terry Klugh 
has been named Principal, effective immediately.

Mr. Klugh comes to the role after serving in simi-
lar roles at Lancaster Catholic. He spent the 2014-15 
academic year as the Interim Principal and the 2013-
14 academic year as the Vice Principal of Studies. 

“We appreciate the zeal and fidelity that we know 
Terry will bring to the position,” said Father Edward 
J. Quinlan, Diocesan Secretary of Education.

Mr. Klugh has been a mainstay in the Diocese of 
Harrisburg and Lancaster Catholic since being hired 
as a religion teacher at LCHS in 1980. He went on 
to become the head of the Religion Department in 
1986; he wrote and implemented two new religion 
courses for LCHS during his eight years as a religion 
teacher before being named the Diocesan Director of 
Religious Education in 1988. 

Mr. Klugh oversaw the strategic direction of reli-
gious education for over 20,000 children in Diocesan 
Parish Religious Education and high school pro-
grams before returning to Lancaster Catholic in 1999 
as the Director of Athletics, Head Softball Coach and 
Philosophy Teacher. 

During his tenure as Athletic Director, Mr. Klugh 
directed the school’s 21 athletic programs which in-
volve over two-thirds of the student body, and over 
70 coaches and volunteers. Under Mr. Klugh, the 
Athletic Programs thrived, collecting four team state 
titles, 15 district and league team championships and 
42 team section titles. Individually, he led the softball 
team to section championships in 2003 and 2005 and 
was part of two league coaching-staffs of the year. 

“Terry continued the success of the athletic depart-
ment during his tenure as Athletic Director,” said 
Rich Hinnenkamp, Athletic Director. “He did a great 
job managing a department that increased the student 
involvement in athletics and his love for LCHS is 
evident through his dedication as a teacher, coach, 
Athletic Director and Vice Principal.”

He continued in the role as Athletic Director until 
May 2013, when he was appointed the Vice Principal 
of Studies, allowing him to return to his specialty as 
an academic administrator. 

“Religious education should be about the passing 
of God’s Word to invite people to personal faith,” 
said Mr. Klugh. “Today’s culture places many chal-
lenges in front of us that I think are and will continue 
to be addressed through religious-based education at 
Lancaster Catholic.”

Mr. Klugh graduated from St. Pius X Seminary in 
1979 with a degree in Philosophy and completed his 
M.A. in Religious Education at St. Charles Seminary 
in 1986. He has continued his education by com-
pleting post-graduate work at Immaculata College 
and Millersville University. He is a certified theol-
ogy teacher through the Sacred Congregation for the 
Clergy and received the honor of becoming a Nation-
al Catechetical Scholar in 1996 through the National 
Catholic Education Association. Mr. Klugh has also 
served as an adjunct professor in medical ethics for 
Immaculata since 1998.

“Our future is bright because the community is 
dedicated to its success,” said Mr. Klugh. “So many 
people see why a strong liberal arts high school, ded-
icated to the education of the whole person, founded 
upon God’s unconditional love, is vital to the forma-
tion of today’s youth.”

He is a parish council member at St. Anne Church 
in Lancaster. He and his wife, Kim, have three chil-
dren, Megan, Brittany, and Justin, all graduates of 
LCHS.

COURTESY OF ROB WHEARY, THE NEWS-ITEM, SHAMOKIN
Administrators of Our Lady of Lourdes Regional School receive a certificate of re-accreditation from the 
Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools. From left are Father Al Sceski, previous school chap-
lain; Daniel Rufo, Middle States Director of Accreditation; Deacon Martin McCarthy, secondary principal; 
Sister Margaret Ann Quinn, IHM, elementary principal; and teachers Mary Bias and Heather Krebs.

Following a year-long process, “Excellence by De-
sign,” Our Lady of Lourdes Regional School in Coal 
Township has earned re-accreditation from the Middle 
States Association of Colleges and Schools.

The presentation of an accreditation certificate was 
given to Deacon Martin McCarthy, Secondary Prin-
cipal, and Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister Margaret 
Ann Quinn, Elementary Principal, last month during a 
school-wide Mass.

Lourdes’ teachers Mary Bias and Heather Krebs co-
chaired the “Excellence by Design” project to undertake 
the re-accreditation process last year. The process called 
upon Lourdes to demonstrate how it meets the Middle 
States Association’s 12 standards for accreditation, in-
cluding mission, leadership, school planning, finances, 

facilities, organization, staffing, health and safety, stu-
dent services, student life, and educational programming.

Lourdes also received a three-day visit from peers 
from other schools who reviewed Lourdes and its stan-
dards as part of the re-accreditation process.

The Middle States Association works to improve the 
quality of education in the region and around the world. 
The U.S. Department of Education describes approved 
accrediting organizations such as Middle States as a 
“reliable authority as to the quality of education.” Ac-
creditation is an external, objective validation of school 
quality and student achievement that fosters continuous 
school improvement.

Our Lady of Lourdes Regional School’s accreditation 
will last through 2022.

Lourdes Re-Accredited  
by Middle States Association

Started by Father Walter Sempko in 1987, the 28th 
Annual Pilgrimage for World Peace will take place on 
Thursday, August 6, at the National Shrine Grotto of our 
Lady of Lourdes in Emmitsburg, Md.

Bishop Ronald Gainer will be the celebrant and hom-
ilist for the Mass that day, with priests of the Diocese of 
Harrisburg concelebrant.

The day will begin at 10 a.m. with opening remarks 
at St. Mary’s Chapel on the Hill. The Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation will be available from 10:15-11:30 a.m. The 
Rosary will be prayed at 11:30 a.m., followed by the cel-
ebration of Mass at noon, both in the Grotto, weather 
permitting. 

Lunch will take place from 1:15-2:15, and attendees 

must bring their own lunch. The Litany of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary and Prayer of Consecration will take place 
from 2:15-2:45 p.m. in the Grotto, weather permitting. 
A Holy Hour from 3-4 p.m. in St. Mary’s Chapel on the 
Hill will conclude the day. Bishop Gainer will be the 
homilist during the Holy Hour.

All are welcome this day to join with Bishop Gainer to 
pray for peace through the conversion of hearts, and to 
receive God’s blessings through Mary, Mother of God, 
and Mother of the Church.  

There is no need to register. Pilgrims must provide 
their own transportation and lunch. If there are any ques-
tions, contact Deacon Tom Lang at DeaconTomLang@
verizon.net or 717-599-1973. 

Annual Pilgrimage to the National 
Shrine Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes
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PHOTO COURTESY OF THE PENNSYLVANIA CATHOLIC CONFERENCE
Leaders at St. Catherine Labouré School in Harrisburg explain how important 
the Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) and Opportunity Scholarship Tax 
Credit (OSTC) programs are to Catholic schools. From left are Kelly Rogers, Di-
rector of Advancement; Father Neil Sullivan, Pastor; Mark Frey, Director of Busi-
ness Administration; Otto Banks, Executive Director of the REACH Foundation; 
and Sister Mary Anne Sweeney, IHM, Principal.

By A.B. Hill
Special to The Witness

“The hot time is now” to contribute to an Educational Improvement Tax Credit 
(EITC) scholarship organization, said Richard Bluis, partner in the accounting 
firm, Martin M. Sacks and Associates. He is a member of the school board and 
parent of a student at St. Catherine Labouré School in Harrisburg. Bluis’ firm has 
received tax credits for contributing to the EITC program for many years and he 
encourages other businesses to take advantage of the program.     

“The Educational Improvement Tax Credits go fast,” said Bluis. “July 1 is the 
first day they are available, but it is also a deadline. The tax credits sell out fast, 
like concert tickets.”

Bluis joined others supporters at the Catholic school to rally support for House 
Bill 752, which would increase funding for the EITC and the Opportunity Schol-
arship Tax Credit (OSTC) by $100 million, a similar program aimed at helping 
qualified students in continually low performing schools.

“About 30 percent of the families at St. Catherine Labouré School benefit from 
EITC scholarships,” explained Kelly Rogers, advancement director. “But our 
need based on the qualifying income levels of our families far exceeds what is 
available for scholarships.” She said increasing funding for EITC and OSTC as 
proposed by HB 752 would be a “huge help.… It would be amazing to be able 
to help more families.”

All parents should be able to select the school that best suits their children. 
The state should support parents in meeting their obligation to educate their chil-
dren, not the other way around. Not every qualified student will choose a Catho-
lic school, but as demonstrated by St. Catherine Labouré School in Harrisburg, 
many do. The EITC and OSTC programs allow more families to choose Catholic 
school, without sacrificing our core mission and high standards. 

Catholic schools play a vital role in our communities. They provide an es-
sential service that helps to create new generations of productive and engaged 
citizens, often for a fraction of the cost of educating the same student in a public 
school. If every nonpublic school student returned to public school, the costs 
would be unbearable. Given the average per pupil price tag, our Catholic schools 
saved the taxpayers more than $2.28 billion this year alone.

HB 752 passed the House of Representatives on May 11, and now it is time 
for the Senate to vote for it, so that even more parents can make a choice about 

Hot Time for EITC

the right school for their children. Visit www.pacatholic.org to join the Catholic 
Advocacy Network by sending a message to your elected officials urging support 
for this important legislation.

(Hill is the Communications Director of the Pennsylvania Catholic Confer-
ence, the public affairs agency of Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops and the Cath-
olic dioceses of Pennsylvania. Stay up-to-date with Catholic news and issues 
at www.pacatholic.org, www.facebook.com/pacatholic, and www.twitter.com/
pacatholic.)

Providing Help,  
Creating Hope

Christopher Meehan

The Power of Testimonies 
By Christopher Meehan
Special to The Witness

Part of my responsibilities with Catholic Charities is to share our success stories with 
others. It’s one of the more enjoyable parts of my job because there are numerous exam-
ples that illustrate how our agency provides help and creates hope 
for those in need. It’s easy to tell people 
what you do well. But no matter how 
many times I share these positive sto-
ries, I learned some time ago that hav-
ing a client share his or her experience 
is even more powerful.

Recently our office received a testi-
monial from a mother whose son is a 
student in our Lancaster Day Treatment Program. This program 
serves at-risk youth who possess significant emotional and behav-
ioral needs. It is a therapeutic environment – one in which person-
al growth and change take place through positive relations between 
the youth and the staff as a result of individual, group and family therapy programming.

The letter we received told us about a special-needs child who was struggling in el-
ementary school. The student was failing academically, was having verbal altercations 
with his teacher, and was dealing with anger, stress and anxiety. The school had recom-
mended that the student enroll in our Day Treatment Program in order to receive both the 
therapy and the education that he needed.

During his time there, the student had to deal with the death of a close family member 
and also had some legal issues. However, as part of the Day Treatment Program, he re-
ceived the help he needed in an environment that catered to his individual needs. Over 
time, he was able to develop better anger management skills, improve his social skills, 
and improve his academic performance. None of this was easy by any means, but the 
program staff was there throughout the entire experience.

Today, this young man is about to graduate from the Day Treatment Program. His 
mother’s letter mentioned that her son has “matured in such a way that the impossible 
has become the possible.” The proud mom told us that “my son is such a good kid over-
all. He has sprouted, and I finally see another side of him that I was helplessly trying to 
find.” She indicated, “Your program is working, and the people you have working there 
are exceptional.”

I could not have said it any better myself.
This is just one example (of many) of the good work our dedicated staff does each day 

at Catholic Charities. Our agency is there to help a troubled student, to provide refuge 
for a homeless family, to offer counseling to a person who is struggling, to help an addict 
who is dealing with addiction, to support a pregnant mother who doesn’t know where to 
turn, etc, etc.

But don’t take my word for it. Listen to those who have benefitted from our work. They 
can tell the story better than I ever could.

Thank you for your support of Catholic Charities. For more information, visit our web-
site at www.cchbg.org.

(Christopher Meehan is the Director of Development for Catholic Charities of the Dio-
cese of Harrisburg.)

By Christopher C. Roberts
Special to The Witness

Theme: Light in a dark 
world.

Pope Francis observed 
that the Church is popular 
with the world when Catho-
lics work for social justice. 
But, the pope continued, 
with respect to “the cultural 
crisis” facing the family, 
“we find it difficult to make 
people see that when we 
raise other questions less 
palatable to public opinion, 
we are doing so out of fi-
delity to precisely the same 
convictions about human 
dignity and the common 
good.”

This chapter carefully examines subjects such as pornography, con-
traception, and so-called same-sex marriage. These are topics where 
Catholic teaching tends to be at odds with current worldly opinion.

Reading this chapter in its entirety is an opportunity to consider the 
reasons for the Church’s teaching. Each one of these issues deserves 
more space than this summary paragraph can offer. But as we said at 
the start of this catechesis, all Church teaching about marriage, the 
family and sexuality flows from Jesus.

Catholic moral theology builds upon basic Christian convictions 
about God’s creation and covenant, humanity’s fall, and Christ’s in-
carnation, life, crucifixion and resurrection. These teachings involve 
costs and suffering for all who would be Jesus’ disciples, but they 
also open up new opportunities for beauty and human flourishing.

This chapter is your chance to explore how it all fits together, even 
when it might mean taking unpopular stances in our culture. This 
chapter explains how every time the Church says “no” to something 
which secular society accepts, it is for the sake of enabling a deeper 
“yes” to God and his plan for our lives.

World Meeting of Families Monthly Theme

A ‘No’ to What’s  
Popular is Really a 
‘Yes’ to God’s Plan
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Donna Tompkins
Mathematics Teacher

Delone Catholic High School, McSherrystown
Since coming to Delone Catholic, I have taken every opportunity to give back to my school 

and community. When my children were younger, I volunteered in the parish to coach their 
sports teams, as well as start a youth group. Over the past few years, I have introduced the 
Provide-A-Lunch program to our school, where once a month the administration, faculty 
and students work side-by-side feeding the less fortunate of our town. With the help of my 
coworkers, I started a Relay for Life team, which is thriving today. I have volunteered my 
time to serve as a mentor teacher in the diocese and as a cooperating teacher for student 
teachers eager to begin their careers.

Over the years, I have found that being a teacher at Delone Catholic is a blessing for me 
and my family. I am able to provide my students a holistic education. I am afforded the free-
dom to not just teach my students mathematics, but also life lessons. I have the opportunity 
to offer my students a well-rounded view of the world through Works of Mercy, and to work 
side-by-side with them, leading by example. What an incredible opportunity I am afforded 
to help mold young minds, hearts and souls.

Shelby Yinger
Fourth-Grade Teacher

St. Rose of Lima School, Thomasville
I teach in a Catholic school because it is more than instructing a specific 

subject. It is being open to acting as a witness to the Catholic faith and to 
leading students to the understanding of God’s calling for them. Pope Francis 
stated, “Educating is an act of love: it is like giving life.” I believe this to be 
true especially because our ultimate goal is to help our students grow to be 
adult Christians active in their faith.

Throughout my 24 years of teaching at St. Rose of Lima School, I have 
strived to display the virtues of patience, charity, justice, unselfishness and 
humility. Patience is needed daily in the teaching profession. I have been told 
that I have a lot of patience. I credit that to having prayer in my life. In being 
charitable, I strive to be generous with my presence, time and money. Dedica-
tion is the key to achieving this. By being just in my daily interactions, I work 
to be fair and objective to all. I aim to see my students, parents, colleagues and 
others in my community as equal brothers and sisters in Christ. I often recall 
my third-grade teacher saying, “God doesn’t make junk!” This, of course, 
is true. My goal to be unselfish leads me to not allow my own needs to come 
before the needs of others. Making time for others is critical in my profession. 
Being humble is a part of my life. By being willing to accept my mistakes and 
learn from others, I am living as a servant of Christ.

Golden Apples
Now in its tenth year in the Dio-

cese of Harrisburg, the annual Golden 
Apple Awards are presented to Catho-
lic school educators who demonstrate 
professional excellence, leadership, 
commitment to Catholic values and 
devotion to teaching.

In May and June editions, The Cath-
olic Witness is featuring this year’s 
seven recipients from the schools in 
which they teach. Their remarks are 
drawn from essays they wrote as part 
of their nomination packet.

The Golden Apple recipients were honored at a dinner at the 
Cardinal Keeler in Harrisburg on May 12, where they received 
a $5,000 cash award, a Golden Apple, a certificate and a photo 
with Bishop Ronald Gainer. Awardees are nominated by par-
ents, students or fellow teachers. The program is made possible 
by the generosity of the Donahue Family Foundation in Pitts-
burgh. Learn more about the program and nominations at http://
www.hbgdiocese.org/catholic-schools/golden-apple/. 

Find out more about a Catholic school education at  
www.hbgdiocese.org.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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Serve the Lord with Gladness
Bishop-Elect Malesic Reflects on Faith Formation in Harrisburg 

as He Prepares to Shepherd Flock of Greensburg

FILE PHOTO BY CHARLIE BLAHUSCH
In this file photo from The Catholic Witness, then-Father 
Edward C. Malesic is ordained to the diaconate by then-
Bishop William Keeler on May 24, 1986.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

A few weeks after the April 24 announcement naming 
him as the Fifth Bishop of the Diocese of Greensburg, 
Bishop-Elect Edward C. Malesic – a priest of the Diocese 
of Harrisburg for 28 years — participated in an interview 
with The Catholic Witness regarding his faith formation, 
vocation discernment, service to the faithful in Harrisburg, 
and receiving the call to shepherd the flock in Greensburg. 
The text of the interview is printed here, accompanied by 
several photos from a Mass and farewell reception for 
Bishop-Elect Malesic at Holy Infant Parish in York Haven, 
where he had served as pastor since 2004.

Bishop-Elect Malesic, 54, will be ordained and installed 
as the Fifth Bishop of Greensburg during an invitation-
only Mass at Blessed Sacrament Cathedral in Greensburg 
on July 13. The Witness will feature coverage of the Mass 
in the July 17 edition. 

Q: You were publically announced on April 24 as being 
named the Fifth Bishop of the Diocese of Greensburg. 
When did you receive the call from Archbishop Viganò 
– the Apostolic Nuncioo to the United States – and what 
were your thoughts in those first days? 

A: Two Mondays before that announcement, I had just 
come back from the dentist. I was about ready to go gro-
cery shopping, and was sitting at my desk going through 
some e-mails. I heard the phone ring, and the caller ID said 
“VAT EMB” for Vatican Embassy. I had never received 
a call from the Vatican Embassy, and certainly never at 
Holy Infant Parish in York Haven….We exchanged some 
pleasantries and I tried to deflect everything by saying how 
nice the weather was here, and asking about the weather in 
Washington, thinking that maybe he would forget anything 
important that he was calling me about. But within about 
30 seconds, he said, “The Holy Father would like to ap-
point you the Bishop of Greensburg. Would you accept?” 
Of course, your life flashes before you with that question 
because the answer is critical, and the answer could be life 
changing. I asked if I could take a few moments to think 
about it and pray about it, and he was gracious enough to 
give me that brief bit of time. 

When I’ve been asked to do things that are not part of 
my plan, I’ve asked myself, “Is there is a reason why I 
can’t do it? Am I not equipped to do it?” I thought about it 
and prayed about it, and eventually said, “There’s not one 
reason I can come up with that I can’t do this.” If the Holy 
Father thinks that I have the gifts and talents that Greens-
burg needs right now – and I do believe the Holy Spirit 
works through the human element of the Church – then, 
I said to Archbishop Viganò, “With my trust in God, my 
respect for the Holy Father, I say yes.”

That weekend at Holy Infant, we had First Holy Com-
munion. From Monday to Saturday, I was keeping this ap-
pointment a secret, because it is a pontifical secret. We had 
balloons outside the church and balloons in the vestibule to 
mark the occasion of First Holy Communion. Deacon Joe 
Kramer was preaching the homilies at all the Masses that 
weekend. After the Gospel, he looked at the congregation 
and said, “Did you see the balloons outside? Do you know 
why they’re there?” – Now remember, Deacon Kramer 
does not know of my appointment, but he said, “Well, the 
pope has just appointed Father Ed a bishop!” The color 
went out of my face, and Deacon Kramer looked over and 
thought I would be laughing, because normally we banter 
between the two of us. But I was not laughing, and so I had 
to pretend to laugh at the joke. I thought to myself, “This 
is humorous, but maybe the Holy Spirit is not bound by 
the pontifical secret, and the first people to know about the 
appointment were the people of Holy Infant Parish, even 
though it was a joke.” 

I think that was the Lord trying to comfort me. It is a 
time when you begin to reflect, “Am I good enough? Am I 
worthy enough? Am I up to the task?” But I always believe 
that there is a purpose and a reason, and that the Lord is in 
charge. We simply trust that he is sending the right people 
to the right place at the right time to accomplish his will. 

Q: The Mass of Episcopal Ordination and Installation 
will be July 13. Does that date hold a special significance 
for you?

A: Sometimes dates of ordination do hold significance, 
but for me, this date was simply a practical matter of tim-
ing and all the different schedules that needed to be coordi-
nated. July 13 doesn’t have a specific meaning for me, but 
it will from now on.

Q: Your Episcopal Motto is “Serve the Lord with Glad-
ness,” from Psalm 100. How did you come to select it, 
and what is involved in that reflection process?

A: I prayed to the Holy Spirit to guide me in the right 
direction, because it does set the tone for my ministry as 
bishop. One of my favorite quotes of all time is from the 
Book of James, “Draw near to God, and he will draw near 
to you,” so my initial thought was, “Draw near to God.” 
But somehow the Spirit wasn’t leading me in that direction. 
Then I returned to prayer, and as I was praying through 
the Psalms, that line just struck a chord. It was an “Ah-ha 
moment.” I truly believe the Spirit guides us in these mat-
ters. In the sense of a musical instrument, it struck the right 

pitch in the sense that everything was fitting together.
“Serve the Lord with Gladness” – my ministry has been 

about service and joy. Joy is really important to me. To be 
a Christian without joy does not make any sense to me. 

Q: How has your ministry here in the Diocese of Har-
risburg – as a pastor, as Judicial Vicar, as a college 
campus minister – helped prepare you for your role as 
a bishop?

A: When I was in the seminary, I went to the Pontifical 
College Josephinum in Columbus, Ohio. In the Theology 
portion of those last four years, you can get two degrees. 
One is academic and one is pastoral. The academic is the 
Master of Arts and Theology, and the pastoral is the Master 
of Divinity. You have to get the Master of Divinity before 
you are ordained a priest. I chose to get the latter, but not to 
get the academic degree. I remember sitting before a group 
of professors during an evaluation, and they said, “Ed, we 
understand that you’re not going to write your paper for 
the Master of Arts degree. We are kind of disappointed. 
Why would you not want to simply write a paper so you 
would have this extra degree?” I said to them – and maybe 
it was less than humble – “I don’t want anyone to ever look 
at me and say that I should be in a diocesan office.” I fig-
ured this was one way to keep me out of a diocesan office, 
if I don’t get the academic degree.

A few years later, when I was in campus ministry, Msgr. 
[William] King said that Bishop [Nicholas] Dattilo would 
like me to study Canon Law. I said, “I can’t. I don’t have 
the Master of Arts and Theology degree.” He said, “We 
understand that. We looked into it. You don’t need it.” You 
would think, why would a campus minister – at that time 
I was at Millersville University and Franklin & Marshall 
College – be asked to study Canon Law. At that time in my 
life, my understanding of Canon Law was that it was part 
of the legal system of the Church and that law was just a 
matter of following rules. But apparently Bishop Dattilo 
wanted a different type of canon lawyer, and he wanted 
a canon lawyer who not only knew the laws, but how the 
laws affect people. At that point, I had been parochial vicar 
at St. Theresa in New Cumberland and St. Rose of Lima in 
York, and also campus minister at York College, so I had 
a lot of pastoral experience. I believe that Bishop Dattilo 
wanted someone who knew what applying the law does to 
people – so that the law is not applied in a sterile or uncar-
ing way, but in a pastoral way. 

Bishop-Elect Edward C. 
Malesic celebrates the 
Liturgy of the Eucharist 
during his final Mass at 

Holy Infant Church in 
York Haven June 14, 
where he had served 

since 2004.

Deacon Joseph 
Kramer serves at 
the altar alongside 
Bishop-Elect Ed-
ward C. Malesic 
during the June 
14 Mass at Holy 
Infant Church.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

More MALESIC, page 9
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Bishop-Elect Edward C. Malesic addresses the faith-
ful of Holy Infant Parish in York Haven during his final 
Mass there on June 14. He had served the northern 
York County Parish since 2004. Father Mark Weiss 
was appointed pastor there, effective June 22.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
During a farewell luncheon, members of the Holy Infant Parish family presented Bishop-Elect Edward C. 
Malesic with a number of humorous gifts based on his years there as pastor. One of the gifts, presented by 
Deacon Joseph Kramer, was a pink vestment.

Malesic
So what has prepared me for the role as bishop? I do have 

that understanding of people in the pews. I think that’s where 
the Church happens in its best way. Having said that, I’ve also 
been at the diocesan level for about 19 years, about half of that 
full-time, always living at a parish. At the diocesan level, there 
are certain things that you simply have to do that might not be 
fun or might not be as fulfilling as working with individuals in 
the parish, but are necessary. Ultimately, I think diocesan min-
istry is really meant to help people in the pews by helping their 
pastors, their principals or their religious education directors. 

Q: Harrisburg has been your home. You were born and 
raised in Enhaut at the former St. John the Evangelist Par-
ish, you went to school in Harrisburg, and have spent nearly 
20 years working at the Diocesan Center. How do you address 
the difficulty of moving to a new diocese?

A: I used to tell people that I can’t get off this corner. The Di-
ocesan Center is at the corner of Rutherford and Union Deposit 
roads. I went to school at Central Dauphin East, which is across 
the street at Rutherford and Union Deposit roads. And, I was 
planning to retire at the Priests’ Retirement Residence, which 
is at the corner of Rutherford and Union Deposit roads. I’ve 
jokingly said that I was going to buy a plot at the non-Catholic 
cemetery behind the Priests’ Retirement Residence so I could 
actually live out the promise of stability.

I grew up in Enhaut. I passed papers as a child for many 
years in the mornings, and my dad would help. Then my par-
ents moved just outside of Middletown and Hershey, and that’s 
my dad’s home now. My dad is 97, and I still try to visit him ev-
ery Sunday. I know the people here, the priests, the parishioners 
in a lot of our parishes, the deacons and their wives, the staff 
here at the Tribunal, my brother, my sister-in-law, my father. 

In a selfish way, I thought, “If I say yes to the Holy Father’s 
request that I become the next Bishop of Greensburg, I’m going 
to leave my father – though I will get back as often as I can – 
I’m going to leave what I’m familiar with here at the Diocesan 
Center.” I’m going into the absolute unknown. I knew no one in 
the Diocese of Greensburg, except for some of the Benedictine 
priests at St. Vincent Archabbey because some of them have 
worked in our parishes and I’ve made several retreats there. 

It is a leap of faith. But look at the Acts of the Apostles. 
St. Paul was asked to go to all kinds of different churches and 
move continuously from place to place. He was asked to go 
into places where he didn’t know anyone, and places that were 
hostile to the faith. It’s a radical change in the direction of my 
life. I thought I would be Judicial Vicar for a couple more years. 
Holy Infant is building a new church. But it’s a leap of faith. It’s 
a leap of faith for Greensburg; Greensburg doesn’t know me. 
It’s a leap of faith for the people of Holy Infant because I’ve 
been the pastor, guiding them. The Tribunal has to have a leap 
of faith because a new Judicial Vicar has been named (Father 
Paul Clark). But we all have to take leaps of faith. Life changes 
so quickly in many ways, and mine is no different than anyone 
else’s…. I’ve always known that’s part of my vocation in life, 
to be at the service of the bishop, and now at the service of the 
Holy Father, if I’m asked to go somewhere else because my 
talents – as they perceive them to be – are needed there. 

Q: Recount the story of your vocation discernment.
A: Even as a child, I felt close to God. In junior high school, 

I was fascinated by biology, and I met a biology teacher who 

Continued from 8

started asking me questions about my religion. I didn’t know a 
lot of the facts about my Catholic faith, and he was a Mormon. 
He began to talk to me about his faith, and I was attracted by his 
ability to explain his faith. I went on to high school and dated 
several girls who weren’t Catholic, and I went to their servic-
es…. I had decided that I was probably not going to remain 
Catholic. When I left home, I knew I wanted to be close to God; 
I just didn’t think it was going to be in the Catholic Church. 

I went to Lebanon Valley College as a biology major; spe-
cifically medical technology. It was a difficult time in life. By 
nature, I tend to be more introverted than extroverted, so it was 
harder for me to fit into the group. I went down to the stu-
dent union, and there was a group of people handing out those 
little Bibles, the King James Version. I took one, and I went 
back to my room and started to read it. That was the first time 
I had read the Bible from cover to cover. After reading through 
the Gospels, I thought, “I really do commit myself to Christ. 
I believe that not only is there a God, but I believe that Jesus 
Christ truly is God’s son.” It was a new level of Christianity 
for me. The question that then came to my mind was, “I won-
der which church Jesus actually founded. If I’m going to leave 
the Catholic Church at some point in my life, I should know 
what I’m leaving.” So I began to read the basic Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, I was shocked by how much the teaching 
of the Catholic Church made sense. I didn’t always accept the 
teaching, but I knew why it was being taught, because there 
was consistency. Eventually, I was shocked to realize that Jesus 
founded the Catholic Church. At that point, I knew I was a per-
son who was Catholic. 

I was also an organist at St. John’s in Enhaut, and Msgr. 
Overbaugh was the pastor there. We went to a liturgical work-
shop and I was sitting in the back seat of the car. Msgr. Over-
baugh was in the front seat, and Sister Loretta, who was an 
assistant there, was up front, too. Msgr. Overbaugh said, “Ed, 
have you ever thought about becoming a priest?” I just laughed 
and said, “Msgr., I just decided to remain Catholic. And I don’t 
agree with everything the Catholic Church teaches, even if it 
makes sense.” But his question never left me. It bored into me 
like a drill. 

I went on a vocation discernment retreat at the 
former Trinity Spiritual Center at Trinity High 
School in Camp Hill. I was there, walking around 
alone, and it just came to me that I was supposed 
to be a priest. It was a very powerful experience. 
It was a very unsettling experience. It was, in fact, 
an unwelcome experience because now I know 
something else about myself that I had not known 
before, and that is that I was made to be a priest. It 
became very clear…. I heard the loud shout.

    Q: You were ordained on May 30, 1987, by 
then-Bishop William Keeler. You served Bishop 
Keeler, Bishop Nicholas Dattilo, Bishop Kevin 
Rhoades, Bishop Joseph McFadden and now 
Bishop Ronald Gainer. Have you reflected on 
their prayer life, their faith, their pastoral leader-
ship, and how they might be models for you?

A: I was born under Bishop George Leech, con-
firmed under Bishop Joseph Daley, and then served 
the rest. I was talking to Bishop Lawrence Brandt 
in Greensburg, and he said, “Every bishop brings 
their own spirit, their own charisms, and they bring 
what’s needed for the diocese at the time. No one 
brings the same gifts.” 

Bishop Keeler was such a special man. He was 
so strong in the ecumenical movement, and such a 
brilliant and prayerful person. My first memory of 
him was walking into the Cathedral and seeing him 
praying before the Blessed Sacrament before Mass. 

Bishop Dattilo really influenced my young priest-

hood. He was always filled with joy. He did amazingly difficult 
things, but he never lost that sense of joy. He was a practical 
person. He knew what was needed, and he simply did it.

I knew Bishop Rhoades when he was a priest of the dio-
cese. He is a person who loves the Church and knows how to 
articulate Church teaching. He is a person who was willing to 
go where he was called: rector of Mount St. Mary’s, Bishop of 
Harrisburg, Bishop of Fort Wayne-South Bend.

Bishop McFadden we didn’t have for very long, but you 
could tell that he enjoyed his priesthood. He was a person who 
really, truly loved our Catholic school kids, our youth. He al-
ways wanted to be a model teacher.

Bishop Gainer has been a joy to work with and work for. It’s 
only been a little more than a year, but he brings those quali-
ties that we need right now as a diocese. Because of the life-
changing things in my life, he’s been a good friend and a person 
I can lean on.

Q: What is your message for the faithful of the Diocese of 
Harrisburg?

A: As I said in the press conference in Greensburg, my faith 
has been formed by the people of the diocese – first by my 
parents and my family, then the people of St. John’s in Enhaut. 
Those people and the German ethnic parish have had such an 
influence on my life. I didn’t know it at the time, but looking 
back, I see their solid faith. And the people throughout the dio-
cese, whether at the diocesan level or in parishes or campuses. 
We’re in this together. We learn from each other how to be 
Christian. We make mistakes, we forgive each other, and then 
we move on and are stronger. I thank the people of the Diocese 
of Harrisburg. My heart will always be in this diocese, espe-
cially on the corner of Rutherford and Union Deposit roads. 
I take that with me to Greensburg. I know that what I learned 
here about the faith I’ll take with me. I am very appreciative of 
the people of Harrisburg. They really have been patient with 
me, and helped me grow in my own spiritual life. I hope that 
I’ve helped them grow in their spiritual lives too, and draw 
closer to the Lord. 

In thanksgiving to Almighty God  
for the Episcopal Ordination of  our native son,  

the Most Reverend Edward C. Malesic,  
as the Fifth Bishop of  Greensburg,  

Bishop Gainer invites the clergy, religious and 
faithful of  the Diocese of  Harrisburg to a  

 

MASS OF THANKSGIVING  
 

with Bishop Malesic  
to take place on  

Friday July 31, 2015 at 7:00 PM  
at the Church of  the Good Shepherd 
3435 Trindle Road, Camp Hill, 17011. 

 

A reception will follow. 
 

Serve the Lord with Gladness    
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This is the cover of the English edition of Pope Fran-
cis’ encyclical on the environment, “Laudato Si’, on 
Care for Our Common Home.” The long-anticipated 
encyclical was released at the Vatican June 18. 

Encyclical

ing and indicates “human activity” has seriously con-
tributed to it, threatening the planet and all life on it.

Situating ecology firmly within Catholic social 
teaching, Pope Francis not only insists that wealthier 
nations – who contributed more to despoiling the earth 
– must bear more of the costs of remedying the dam-
age, he also calls for their solidarity with the poorest 
of the earth. He urges generosity in transferring clean 
technology, protecting small farms, opening access to 
markets and protecting people’s jobs.

Quoting St. John Paul II and a constant theme of the 
Church’s social doctrine, Pope Francis says the Church 
recognizes the “legitimate right” to private property, 
but that right is never “absolute or inviolable,” since 
the goods of the earth were created to benefit all.

Regarding pollution and environmental destruction 
in general, he says it is important to acknowledge “the 
human origins of the ecological crisis,” and while ecol-
ogy is not only a religious concern, those who believe 
in God should be especially passionate on the subject 
because they profess the divine origin of all creation.

Pope Francis singles out for special praise Orthodox 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantino-
ple, who has made environmental theology a key topic 
of his research and teaching since the early 1990s. Be-
fore the encyclical’s release, the pope told a group of 
priests that he had asked the patriarch to join him for 
the public presentation of the encyclical, but the patri-
arch had a scheduling conflict and so sent one of his 
top theologians, Metropolitan John of Pergamon.

People are fooling themselves, Pope Francis says in 
the document, if they think “things do not look that 
serious, and the planet could continue as it is for some 
time.” Such people in all honesty are giving them-
selves permission to carry on with their current life-
styles and habits; their attitude is “self-destructive,” he 
says.

In large sections of the encyclical, Pope Francis’ lan-
guage is poetic, echoing the tone of St. Francis of As-
sisi’s “Canticle of the Creatures,” which is the source 
of the “laudato si’” (praised be you) in the encyclical’s 
title. He quotes a large section of the hymn of praise in 
a section on the place of each creature in the harmony 
of creation. The canticle is most famous for its refer-
ences to “Brother Sun,” “Sister Moon” and “our sister, 
Mother Earth.”

But, the pope says, “sister earth” is crying out, 
“pleading that we take another course” marked by 
healing and protecting the earth and all its inhabitants.

While Christians cannot “put all living beings on 

Continued from 1

policies that initially may slow the pace of economic 
growth, but which will be farsighted in ensuring a fu-
ture for their voters, their voters’ grandchildren and all 
humanity.

“We know that technology based on the use of high-
ly polluting fossil fuels – especially coal, but also oil 
and, to a lesser degree, gas – needs to be progressively 
replaced without delay,” he says.

But he also calls on every Catholic and all people of 
good will to do their part by, for example, using only 
non-polluting detergents, recycling paper, using pub-
lic transportation and putting on a sweater instead of 
raising the heat in the winter.

And he urges Catholics to return to the practice of 
saying grace before meals, a habit that reminds them 
regularly that the food they are about to eat is a gift 
that comes from the earth and from God.

At the end of the document, Pope Francis offers 
two prayers he composed himself: “A Prayer for Our 
Earth” and “A Christian Prayer in Union with Cre-
ation.”

The first prayer includes asking God to “bring heal-
ing to our lives that we may protect the world and not 
prey on it, that we may sow beauty, not pollution and 
destruction.”

The second prayer includes the petition, “O Lord, 
seize us with your power and light, help us to protect 
all life, to prepare for a better future, for the coming 
of your kingdom of justice, peace, love and beauty.”

In the encyclical, Pope Francis urges Catholics to 
cultivate simplicity; it is good for the soul and for the 
planet, he says. “A constant flood of new consumer 
goods can baffle the heart and prevent us from cher-
ishing each thing and each moment,” the pope writes.

The encyclical presents the vision of an “integral 
ecology” that highlights not only the interconnected-
ness of all created life, but recognizes how political, 
economic, social and religious values and decisions 
are interrelated and impact the way people live with 
one another on the planet and use its resources.

“A sense of deep communion with the rest of nature 
cannot be real if our hearts lack tenderness, compas-
sion and concern for our fellow human beings,” Pope 
Francis insists.

For example, he says, “it is clearly inconsistent to 
combat trafficking in endangered species while re-
maining completely indifferent to human trafficking, 
unconcerned about the poor, or undertaking to destroy 
another human being deemed unwanted.”

“Everything is connected,” the pope writes. “Con-
cern for the environment thus needs to be joined to a 
sincere love for our fellow human beings and an un-
wavering commitment to resolving the problems of 
society.” 

the same level nor ... deprive human beings of their 
unique worth and the tremendous responsibility it en-
tails,” St. Francis’ hymn expresses the truth that God is 
creator of all things, that every part of creation speaks 
of God’s love and power and that every created being 
is part of interdependent whole, the pope writes.

“Everything is related,” the pope says, “and we hu-
man beings are united as brothers and sisters on a won-
derful pilgrimage, woven together by the love God has 
for each of his creatures and which also unites us in 
fond affection with brother sun, sister moon, brother 
river and mother earth.”

In the document, Pope Francis calls on national 
governments and the leaders of international institu-
tions to be serious and courageous in adopting strict 
measures to slow and reverse global warming, protect 
the rain forests and ensure the availability of clean wa-
ter for all. Courage will be needed, he says, to adopt 

Many things have to change 
course, but it is we human  

beings above all who  
need to change. 

 
~ Laudato Si’, 202

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Saint Bonaventure Cemetery, Savannah, Georgia.
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The entire material universe speaks of God’s love, his boundless affection 
for us. Soil, water, mountains: everything is, as it were, a caress of God. 

 
~ Laudato Si’, 84

Pope Speaks as a Pastor in Call to  
Protect Earth, USCCB President Says What To Do? 

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

Pope Francis’ encyclical “Laudato Si’, on Care for 
Our Common Home” is a call for global action as well 
as an appeal for deep inner conversion.

He points to numerous ways world organizations, na-
tions and communities must move forward and the way 
individuals – believers and people of good will – should 
see, think, feel and act.

Here are some of the pope’s suggestions, with refer-
ences in parentheses to their paragraphs in the encycli-
cal:

• Do not give in to denial, indifference, resignation, 
blind confidence in technical solutions. (14, 59)

• Have forthright and honest debates and policies; is-
sues cannot be dealt with once and for all, but will need 
to be “reframed and enriched again and again” by every-
one with plenty of different proposals because there is 
no one way to solve problems. (16, 60, 185)

• Reduce, reuse, recycle. Preserve resources, use them 
more efficiently, moderate consumption and limit use of 
non-renewable resources. (22, 192)

• Slash pollutants and greenhouse gas emissions. 
Transition to cleaner and renewable energies and replace 
fossil fuels “without delay.” (26, 165)

• Promote green construction with energy efficient 
homes and buildings. (26, 180)

• Protect clean, safe drinking water and don’t privatize 
it with market-based fees for the poor. (27-29, 164) 

• Keep oceans and waterways clean and safe from pol-
lutants; use biodegradable detergents at home and busi-
ness. (30, 174)

• Be aware that synthetic pesticides and herbicides 
will hurt birds and insects that are helpful for agricul-
ture. (34)

• Leave room for wandering and migrating species 
by creating “biological corridors;” don’t let dams, high-
ways and construction lead to their extinction. (35)

• Protect biodiversity, especially wild forests, wet-
lands, coastal areas, mangrove swamps. (39)

• Promote smart growth. Create livable communi-
ties with beautiful design and plentiful green spaces for 
everyone, especially the poor. Tackle noise and “visual 
pollution,” and save cities’ cultural treasures. Design 
spaces that help people connect and trust each other. 
(44-45, 113, 143, 147)

• Put an end to “mental pollution.” Think deeply, live 
wisely, love generously. (47)

• End the tyranny of the screen, information overload 
and distractions. Watch out for media-induced melan-
choly and isolation. Cultivate real relationships with 
others. (47)

• Get down from the ivory tower and stop the rhetoric. 
Get to know the poor and suffering; it will wake up a 
numbed conscience and inspire real action. (49)

• Stop blaming problems on population growth. The 
real threat is excessive consumerism and waste. (50)

• For genuine change, put the common good first. Spe-
cial interests manipulate information, offer “superficial 
rhetoric, sporadic acts of philanthropy and perfunctory 
expressions of concern.” (54)

• Sweat it out. Increasing use and power of air-condi-
tioning seems “self-destructive.” (55)

• Even if it doesn’t fix the world, beautification and 
goodwill gestures inspire and remind people that “we 
were made for love.” (58, 113, 212)

• Get back to nature – “the caress of God” – to re-
charge. Be more attentive to its beauty and wonder and 
revisit places that left you with happy memories. (84, 
97, 215, 233)

• Be consistent. Pro-life, environmental and social 
justice movements are all connected. Protecting vulner-
able species must include the unborn, endangered ani-
mals and the exploited. (91, 120)

• Use technology to solve real problems and serve 
people, helping them have more dignity, less suffering 
and healthier lives. (112)

• Believe in a happy future, a better tomorrow. Slow 
down, recover values and the meaning of life. Putting 
the brakes on “unrestrained delusions of grandeur” is 
not a call to go back to the Stone Age. (113-114, 225)

• “Business is a noble vocation.” Create jobs that al-
low for personal growth, stability, living out one’s val-
ues. (124-128)

Listen to, protect lands of and involve indigenous 
peoples. The disappearance of cultures is even more se-
rious than losing a species. (145)

• Create neighborhood networks and improvement 
programs. Create welcoming spaces that help people 
connect and trust each other. Do something nice for your 
community. (148-150, 152, 219, 232)

• Make public transportation a priority and a more 
pleasant experience. (153)

• Provide essential services to rural areas. (154)
• Accept and care for the body God gave you. Value 

sexual differences and your own gender. (155)
• Join, implement and police global agreements on 

sustainable development, caring for the ecosystem, 
limiting greenhouse gases, handling hazardous wastes, 
ozone protection. Nix the “ploy” of trading carbon cred-
its. (164, 167-171)

By Dennis Sadowski
Catholic News Service

Pope Francis speaks with a pastor’s voice and 
with deep respect for science in calling the world to 
address threats to all life on earth through environ-
mental degradation and the mindset of a “throwaway 
culture” in his encyclical, said the president of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.

Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville, Ken-
tucky, said during a June 18 news conference in 
Washington that the encyclical, “Laudato Si’, on 
Care for Our Common Home,” also urges people 
to remember that “we have a shared responsibility 
for one another” while calling for “urgent action” to 
work for the common good and the betterment of 
the planet.

He said the document is meant to be a valuable 
teaching tool and moral guide for “generations to 
come.”

“He’s painfully aware of what’s happening to our 
world and that we need to grow in solidarity, respon-
sibility and compassionate care,” the archbishop 
said.

“He’s speaking to all of us now. What does it 
mean? It’s marching orders for advocacy.”

Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl of Washington also ad-
dressed reporters and said that as he read the encyc-
lical he immediately thought of the magnificence of 
God’s creation and how everyone must take steps to 
protect it.

“Our Holy Father is speaking out of our Catholic 
tradition,” the cardinal explained. “But if you read 
the document carefully, he is not saying to individu-
als whether you are in the economic area or the po-
litical area, ‘You must do this.’ He is saying, ‘Here 
is the moral frame of reference. I would like every-
one to work together on this so that we individually 
would come to the conclusion this is the way things 
should be.’”

While the pope sounded an urgent call for action, 
Cardinal Wuerl told Catholic News Service he inter-
preted it as a call for conversations to begin on how 
to address the challenges facing the planet ecologi-
cally and economically.

“The urgency is to get started today,” he said. 
“That means it’s going to take a little bit of time.”

The encyclical provides an opening for people 
to cross political divides to discuss solutions to the 
challenges posed by climate change, polluting in-
dustries, drought brought on by changing weather 
and the failure to respect all of human life, Arch-

bishop Kurtz told reporters, saying that solutions are 
not likely to come quickly.

“We need to give ourselves time, all of us includ-
ing the bishops, to be able to reflect and read and 
study [the encyclical],” Archbishop Kurtz said. 
“Those who take this studying seriously I think will 
find an invitation to dialogue.”

Various parish and school study guides, homily 
aids and online resources have been developed by 
the USCCB and its partner, the Catholic Climate 
Covenant. Both prelates said the materials will help 
initiate those discussions.

Archbishop Kurtz said the formation of young 
people on the environment particularly will be im-
portant in the months and years ahead.

“What kind of world are we going to leave to those 
who come after us?” he asked.

Christiana Peppard, assistant professor of theol-
ogy, science and ethics at Fordham University, de-
scribed the pope’s message as pastoral and poetic, as 
has been his style since his election, and follows in 
the footsteps of his predecessors, particularly Pope 
Benedict XVI, who has been described as the “green 
pope.”

“He is attempting to take a global look at planetary 
problems,” said Peppard, one of three experts who 
appeared at the news conference to address ques-
tions on particulars of the document. “His views are 
not merely from a North American perspective.”

Pope Francis questions “short-term economic 
yield that leaves a trail of environmental destruction 
behind, which disproportionately affects the poor 
and vulnerable,” she said. “That’s an important part 
of the idea that the few must not profit at the expense 
of the many.”

She noted that the pope draw upon the words and 
experiences of people around the world. The encyc-
lical cites documents from the bishops’ conferences 
of Argentina, Bolivia, Paraguay, Southern Africa, 
Germany, Philippines and the United States.

“The question of whose voices get to be heard is 
important” to Pope Francis, she explained. “These 
folks have expertise on how the Gospel looks and 
the imperative to care for one another.”

As part of the bishops’ plan for introducing the 
encyclical, USCCB staff members reviewed the 
document in two briefings on Capitol Hill with con-
gressional staff. Another meeting was planned at the 
White House June 19. 

Sunrise at Driftwood Beach, Jekyll Island, Georgia.
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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Sister Mary Thecla of the Daughters of St. Paul prays outside the Emanuel Af-
rican Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, S.C., June 19. Two days prior, 
nine people were murdered during a Bible study session at the church. 

Bishops Hear Report on Church’s Ongoing  
Efforts to Defend Marriage

By Jennifer Brinker
Catholic News Service

As the institution of marriage faces un-
precedented challenges, the Catholic Church 
continues to promote and defend marriage 
as being between one man and one woman, 
said Archbishop Salvatore J. Cordileone of 
San Francisco.

As chairman of the bishops’ Subcommit-
tee for the Promotion and Defense of Mar-
riage, Archbishop Cordileone gave bishops 
at their spring general assembly in St. Louis 
an update on the U.S. Supreme Court’s im-
pending decision whether same-sex marriage 
should be made legal nationwide as well as 
related public policy and the Church’s cat-
echetical efforts.

The Supreme Court is considering two is-
sues: whether the Constitution should require 
a state to license a civil marriage between 
two people of the same sex and whether it 
requires a state to recognize a same-sex mar-
riage when it was lawfully licensed and per-
formed in another state.

The court was expected to make a deci-
sion by the end of its session in late June. 
As of press time for The Catholic Witness 
on Tuesday, June 23, a decision had not yet 
been made. 

“Nothing the court says can change what 
marriage truly is, and we will continue to 
promote and defend it,” said Archbishop 
Cordileone, who received sustained ap-
plause from his brother bishops at the end 
of his talk. “We may have to suffer this lie 
about marriage in the law, but we must not 
participate in it or keep silent about it.

“The importance of responding to this 
challenge with truth and compassion re-
mains paramount,” he later added.

Currently, 36 states, the District of Colum-
bia and the U.S. territory of Guam recognize 
same-sex marriage. The status of same-sex 
marriage in a 37th state, Alabama, remains 
unclear because of conflicting state and fed-
eral rulings.

Those who advocate for the Catholic 
Church’s support of traditional marriage will 
be increasingly marginalized under the law 
and within society, Archbishop Cordileone 
said. Depending on the rationale, they would 
be viewed as proponents of discrimination 
and targeted with discrimination themselves.

In this atmosphere, the Church continues 
efforts to support public policy issues, in-
cluding a version of the Marriage and Re-
ligious Freedom Act, which would prohibit 
the government from discriminating against 
those who act in accordance with a religious 
belief or moral conviction that marriage is 
the union between a man and woman. Pro-
tections would extend to areas including 
federal employment, contracts, grants and 
tax-exempt status.

The Church also supports the federal 
Child Welfare Provider Inclusion Act, which 
would protect child welfare service provid-
ers against discrimination by the government 
in situations where workers refuse to place 
children in certain households against their 
religious beliefs.

The Church is following legislation and 
executive action that would inject into fed-
eral law classifications of sexual orientation 
and gender identity.

“We see advances on what Pope Francis 

has referred to critically as ‘gender theory or 
gender ideology,’” said Archbishop Cordil-
eone. For example, the Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration issued a docu-
ment on best practices in restroom access for 
transgender workers.

Pope Francis has said that the responsibil-
ity of the Church is to “rediscover the beauty 
of the creative design that also inscribes the 
image of God in the alliance of the covenant 
between man and woman.” The Church 
teaches that the difference between man and 
woman is a positive difference that makes 
new life possible, Archbishop Cordileone 
said.

The Catholic Church also teaches that any 
sexual activity outside of marriage is sinful.

The U.S. bishops’ Fortnight for Freedom, 
which takes place June 21-July 4 to promote 
the importance of religious liberty, the World 
Meeting of Families in Philadelphia this 
September and the Synod of Bishops at the 
Vatican in October will serve as moments for 
catechesis, and to support families who are 
struggling as well as uphold strong families 
as positive examples.

“As the institution of marriage in our so-
ciety faces unprecedented challenges, we 
humbly acknowledge our own responsibility 
and service to all and our total reliance on 
God’s grace ... seeking God’s face in all we 
encounter,” said Archbishop Cordileone.

Regardless of what happens with the law, 
marriage already has been redefined by the 
culture, he said. The Catholic Church must 
have a role in helping to rebuild a culture 
supportive of marriage. If it were simply a 
matter of providing legal rights and benefits 
to same-sex couples, the Church, in theory, 

wouldn’t have an issue with that, he said lat-
er in an interview with the St. Louis Review, 
the archdiocesan newspaper.

“States for years have had civil union 
laws, which equate them to marriage, but 
didn’t call them marriage,” he said. “It’s not 
really a question of the rights and benefits, 
though. There’s something more going on 
here. The heart of the matter is the question 
of the definition of marriage.”

While it may not be possible for the 
Church to find common ground with those 
who support same-sex marriage, it is pos-
sible to encounter and accompany those who 
hold an opposing view.

“We need to speak about [marriage], but 
we need to encounter each other as human 
beings. We need to listen more to each oth-
er,” the archbishop said. “It’s meeting people 
where they are at, but then accompanying 
them ... and helping them grow in virtue. We 
all have the same deepest yearning, and that 
yearning of course is for love.”

Archbishop Cordileone, who has faced a 
barrage of criticism over proposed moral-
ity clauses for Catholic school teacher con-
tracts and other policies in the Archdiocese 
of San Francisco, called for an attentiveness 
to those who say they don’t feel welcome in 
the Catholic Church.

That can be a challenge for large parishes, 
where a newcomer can feel left out.

“I’ve often said we can learn from the 
megachurches that are very well organized 
in that regard,” he said. “As soon as someone 
steps on the grounds of the church, some-
body connects with them. I think we can do 
better at that.” 

People Express Heartache, Outrage as  
They Mourn Shooting Victims

By Daniel O’Shea
Catholic News Service

The tragic taking of nine lives at a histori-
cally black church in downtown Charleston, 
South Carolina, brought an outpouring of soli-
darity, compassion and sorrow from around 
the country.

After an all-night search, police June 18 
found the white man suspected of fatally 
shooting nine people, including the Rev. 
Clementa Pinckney, a senior pastor. They ar-
rested 21-year-old Dylann Storm Roof in 
neighboring North Carolina and charged him 
with the murders. He did not fight extradition 
so he was returned to South Carolina.

Witnesses said Roof had joined a prayer 
meeting the evening of June 17 at Emanuel Af-
rican Methodist Episcopal Church in Charles-
ton. They said he sat with church members for 
about an hour then stood up, yelling racist re-
marks, and opened fire.

Religious leaders as well as government 
leaders issued their condolences and con-
demned the shooting, which is being investi-
gated as a hate crime.

Catholic Bishop Robert E. Guglielmone of 
Charleston expressed a deep sadness over the 
tragedy.

“The inside of any church is a sanctuary,” 
he said in a statement. “When a person enters, 
he or she has the right to worship, pray and 
learn in a safe and secure environment. For 
anyone to murder nine individuals is upset-
ting, but to kill them inside of a church during 
a Bible study class is devastating to any faith 
community.”

Bishop Guglielmone also shared his sym-
pathies with those who lost loved ones in the 
shooting and prayed they will “feel the com-
forting presence of our Lord surrounding them 
during this difficult time.”

Bishop Michael F. Burbidge of Raleigh in 
the neighboring state of North Carolina, said: 
“In solidarity with my brother bishop ... I ask 
all the Catholic faithful and people of goodwill 
in the Diocese of Raleigh to stop at some point 
today, and offer sincere and thoughtful prayer 
for the nine victims of this horrific crime and 
for their families.”

A number of Jewish groups issued strong 

statements on the crime that took place in 
Charleston.

“Hate crimes attack both individual vic-
tims and entire communities,” said the Jewish 
Council for Public Affairs. “They are meant to 
isolate and terrorize. We stand in direct con-
trast: for an inclusive and pluralistic commu-
nity, one that cherishes life and recognizes that 
every person is created in the divine image.”

The statement went on to point out that 
tragic act “highlights that there is still racism 
in our society and that there is urgent need to 
address the issue directly. We must clearly and 
unequivocally demonstrate that hate violence 
has no place in our society.”

Rabbi Noam Marans, director of interreli-
gious and intergroup relations at AJC Global 
Jewish Advocacy, said that “this horrific mas-
sacre of innocents at prayer is extreme de-
pravity. We are shocked beyond words that 
someone could enter a house of worship in our 
country and commit such a horrific crime, all 

the more so if it was racially motivated.”
Numerous government officials weighed in 

on the shooting, with some citing an attach-
ment to Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Closely impacted by the tragedy was 
Charleston Mayor Joseph Riley.

According to AP coverage of a news con-
ference, Riley, who is Catholic, said that for 
someone to go into a church and kill people 
who had gathered to pray and worship “is be-
yond any comprehension. We are going to put 
our arms around that church and that church 
family.”

A number of Catholic bishops across the 
country issued statements, including Arch-
bishop Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville, Ken-
tucky, who is president of the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops.

He expressed “grief and deep sadness” over 
the murders June 19, saying, “There have been 
far too many heartbreaking losses in the Afri-
can-American community this year alone. Our 

prayers are with all those suffering from this 
heinous crime. We join our voices with civic 
and religious leaders in pledging to work for 
healing and reconciliation.”

Archbishop Kurtz added, “We must contin-
ue to build bridges and we must confront rac-
ism and violence with a commitment to life, a 
vision of hope, and a call to action.”

Vice President Joe Biden and his wife, Jill, 
in a joint statement recalled meeting Rev. 
Pinckney, who also was a state senator.

“He was a good man, a man of faith, a 
man of service who carried forward Mother 
Emanuel’s legacy as a sacred place promot-
ing freedom, equality, and justice for all,” the 
statement said, using a popular name for the 
church. “We pray for him and his sister as we 
do for the seven other innocent souls who en-
tered that storied church for their weekly Bible 
study seeking nothing more than humble guid-
ance for the full lives ahead of them.”

President Barack Obama in a separate 
statement said that he and first lady Michelle 
Obama know several members from Mother 
Emanuel church, including the pastor.

“There is something particularly heart-
breaking about the death happening in a place 
in which we seek solace and we seek peace, in 
a place of worship,” he said.

“Mother Emanuel is, in fact, more than a 
church,” President Obama continued, noting 
the church’s long and proud history. “This is a 
place of worship that was founded by African-
Americans seeking liberty. This is a church 
that was burned to the ground because its wor-
shippers worked to end slavery.”

“When there were laws banning all-black 
church gatherings, they conducted services in 
secret,” he said. “When there was a nonviolent 
movement to bring our country closer in line 
with our highest ideals, some of our bright-
est leaders spoke and led marches from this 
church’s steps.”

He said the kind of shootings that took place 
at the Charleston church don’t happen as often 
in other advanced countries and blamed the 
politics of gun control for keeping the U.S. 
from addressing the issue, but said such the 
country has to come to terms with such inci-
dents. 
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Parish Festivals and Picnics
The annual Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish festival in Mount Carm-

el will be held on the church parking lot on Friday June 26 from 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. with 
the Shoreliners band, and Saturday June 27 from 5:00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. with D.J. Wonzik. 
Many theme baskets, ethnic foods; pierogies, pigeons, haluskie etc. A variety of games for 
adults and children. Rain out food sale in the hall on Sunday, June 28.

Prince of Peace Parish Picnic will be held on Sunday, July 12 at Cibort Park, Penn 
Street, Bressler, from noon-8 p.m. Enjoy roasted lamb, pork and chicken. The kitchen will 
be serving hot dogs, cabbage and noodles, Schmidt’s sausage and sarma, Croatian potato 
salad, and all of your favorite picnic foods. Of course there will be delicious homemade des-
serts! Live music featuring The Happy Slovenes and Zadnja Stanica for your listening and 
dancing pleasure. There are plenty of raffle prizes and games for the children. In addition we 
will be playing BINGO under the tent this year! Call Tina at 717-319-1499 or email popparish-
fundraising@gmail.com if you have questions or need directions.  

Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Middletown will 
hold its 13th Annual Community Festival on the parish grounds at the Corner of Vine and 
East Water Streets, Middletown on July 9, 10 and 11th from 6 to 10 pm each night. DJ Dan 
Steele will be spinning some of your favorite tunes on Thursday night. The Polka Quads will 
entertain us on Friday and Rita Angelucci from Class Act will be with us on Saturday enter-
taining the crowd. The car show will be held on Water Street on Thursday, July 9 from 5 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. There will be carnival rides and games of fun, skill and chance for adults and kids. 
Bingo will be held in the air conditioned cafeteria each evening. Ride all Night wristbands will 
be available on Thursday evening for a cost of $15.00. There will also be a flea market, and 
handmade crafts such as afghans, pottery, jewelry and other unique items. Perogie, haluski, 
halupki, baked ziti, spaghetti and meatballs, chicken parmesan will join the traditional steak, 
fish and pulled pork sandwiches, Chocolate cake with peanut butter icing, coconut cream, 
lemon meringue and banana cream pies round out the selections available in the cafeteria 
each evening from 5 to 8 p.m. A variety of your favorite festival foods, including hamburgers, 
fresh cut fries, hot dogs, sausages, funnel cakes, milk shakes will be available on the festival 
grounds all evening. The ladies of our Council of Catholic Women will have their variety of 
baked goods, fudge and other goodies available at their stand in the cafeteria. Stop by the 
raffle booth for the cash raffle with several $500 prizes and also be sure to get some tickets 
for the beautiful theme baskets donated by local business and our parishioners.

Immaculate Heart of Mary in Abbottstown will hold their annual Parish Picnic 
on Sunday, Aug. 2 from 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Good food and games for all ages!

St. Joseph the Worker Parish in Bonneauville will be holding their Parish 
Picnic on June 28 from noon to 4 p.m. Live entertainment, games for kids, and BBQ chicken, 
salads and desserts will be served. Picnic will be on the Church grounds behind the Deacon 
Weaver Center 12 E. Hanover St. Gettysburg, PA.

Come to a good old fashion Picnic Sat. July 18th at the Basilica Picnic Woods, 
3113 Centennial Rd. Hanover, PA 17331. The Picnic begins at Noon with Homemade 
Chicken Corn Soup made in butcher kettles over a fire, an all you can eat fried chicken din-
ner starts at 3:00p.m. live band, kids games, 13-jars, raffles and much more. Come out and 
enjoy the day, rain or shine! 

Come and party Slavic Style at St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Parish 
annual Slavic Festival on Sunday, July 19 on the church grounds at 5408 Locust Lane, Har-
risburg, PA from Noon until 9 p.m. Enjoy great homemade Eastern European foods to eat in 
or take out. Dance to The Polka WHOOOO and The Polka Quads. Take a Church tour, See 
world class iconography, chanting & singing demonstrations, shop in the Eastern European 
market. Play games for young and old, bingo, win at the theme basket and cash raffles. Free 
admission and parking. (717) 652-1415 or www.stannbyz.org. No one leaves hungry!

Holy Angels Parish, Kulpmont, will hold its Parish Picnic on the evenings of 
August 7 & 8. Entertainment by The Keystone Kids Starmakers Friday 6-7PM, The Shore-
liners on Friday & Saturday 7-11PM. Fantastic food, Basket Bonanza, Yard Sale, Games. 
Fireworks display Saturday, August 8 at 10:00PM. 

Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Parish in Elysburg will hold a Lobster Fest 
Saturday August 29 beginning at 5 p.m. Lobster dinners, other delicious food, entertainment, 
children’s activities, theme baskets, fun for all! Lobster dinners must be pre-ordered by call-
ing 570-672-2302 for tickets (3 dinner seatings).

Mary, Gate of Heaven Parish in Myerstown will hold its SummerFest on June 
25, 26 and 27 from 5-10:30 p.m. Food court, basket raffle, book sale, midway games, kiddie 
land and inflatables, air-conditioned bingo nightly. Book sale and basket raffle open daily 
at 10 a.m. Entertainment by The Hit List on Thursday, Laredo on Friday, and Pentagon on 
Saturday. 

St. Joseph Church in Berwick will hold its Italian Festival July 31 and August 1 
and 2. Friday and Saturday from 4-9 p.m., and Sunday from noon-5 p.m. Porkette, fireballs, 
meatballs, sausage, halushki, chicken parmigiana, chicken fingers, French fries, potato 
pancakes, fried dough, hotdogs, deep fried ravioli, deep fried pierogi, pizza, wedding soup, 
baked goods and ice cream. Pasta dinner Sunday. Money raffle, craft stand, kids’ games, 
basket raffle, games of chance and adult beverage pavilion. Entertainment by The Shorelin-
ers on Friday, Polka Punch on Saturday and live entertainment on Sunday. No pets allowed.

The annual Sacred Heart Parish Festival in Cornwall will be held July 9-11. 
The fun begins Thursday, 5-10:30 p.m. and continues on Friday and Saturday, 5-10:30 p.m. 
Thursday we will offer a spaghetti dinner from 4-7 p.m. and entertainment by “The Hit List.” 
Friday features a Fish Fry dinner from 4-7 p.m. Entertainment on Friday by “Jimi’s Not Home” 
and on Saturday by “Galbraith, Briody and Friends.” Enjoy Bingo, a special children’s area, 
inflatables and much more. Come out for the food, fun, and games at Sacred Heart Church, 
Route 419 and Cornwall Road.

St. Patrick Parish in Trevorton will hold its 18th Annual Festival, “Color Our World” 
on Aug. 14 and 15 from 5-10 p.m. Delicious ethnic foods, exciting games for young and 
old, prizes and fun for all. Theme basket stand and cash raffles. Free entertainment nightly: 
“Stanky & the Coal Miners” Friday from 7-10 p.m., and “The New Individuals” Saturday from 
6:30-9:30 p.m.

St. John the Baptist Parish in New Freedom will hold its parish picnic July 26 
from noon-4 p.m. in the Father Capitani Social Hall. Parishioners are asked to bring a salad 
or dessert to share, and there will be food, games, face painting and entertainment.

Full-Time Position
Payroll Manager, Harrisburg Catholic  

Administrative Services
It takes a sharp and savvy Payroll Manager to oversee the activities of The Diocese of 

Harrisburg’s in-house centralized payroll department. Do you have what it takes to succeed 
in this vital position? You’ll be responsible for carrying out payroll preparation and process-
ing. You’ll be expected to perform and manage related responsibilities including tax report-
ing, benefits-records administration, and payroll systems maintenance. You’ll be tasked with 
overseeing a fast-paced team of payroll employees. In short, you’ll be our authority on all 
things payroll-related for more than 3,000 dedicated employees located in over 100 loca-
tions throughout South Central Pennsylvania.

Job Responsibilities and expectations:
Manage all payroll processes to ensure accurate and timely payment of compensation for 

3,000+ employees. 
Ensure the diocese is in compliance with payroll laws and tax regulations.
Ensure the diocese and all locations are in compliance with Fair Labor Standards Act
Manage the preparation of annual W-2 and related tax filings, as well as any other regula-

tory requirements (ACA, health insurance reporting, etc.)
Responsible for managing tasks associated with the diocesan 401(k) plan. 
Responsible for managing tasks associated with enrollment in the diocesan benefit plans. 
Ensure payroll reporting and payments are compliant with diocesan policy, generally ac-

cepted accounting principles, and federal, state and IRS regulations
Responsible for communication to all locations regarding any form of regulatory changes
Requirements include:
5 + years of progressive experience in all aspects of managing a payroll function and team
Certified Payroll Professional (CPP) desired
Bachelor’s Degree preferred in Accounting or similar; or equivalent combination of education 

and experience may substitute
Proficiency using Microsoft, Excel, Outlook, data entry and internet; Microsoft Navision knowl-

edge a plus
Proven customer service approach working with all levels of employees
Must be able to work independently and proactively, with excellent organization and time 

management skills. Results orientated
Ability to be flexible with your work schedule (some holiday/weekend work may be required)

Competitive salary & benefits offered. See the full announcement – including require-
ments – online at www.hbgdiocese.org/employment.

Please send resume and cover letter to: employment@hbgdiocese.org
Or:

Human Resources
4800 Union Deposit Rd
Harrisburg, PA 17111

Closing date for applications is July 11, 2015.

Full-Time Position
Accounts Payable Associate, Harrisburg 

Catholic Administrative Services
Harrisburg Catholic Administrative Services is looking for a highly-motivated individual to 

work in a fast-paced, close knit team environment. You must enjoy working with numbers 
and possess excellent data entry speed with a high level of accuracy to be able to manage 
a high volume of weekly transactions within strict deadlines.

Excellent Customer Service skills are essential as you will be working with entities through-
out the diocese to process invoice transactions on a weekly basis. Time Management is a 
key skill for this role so you must be detail-orientated, organized and able to multi-task. 

You are also responsible for addressing routine inquiries from vendors as well as as-
sisting in-house and outside customers. Patience, tact and diplomacy are essential skills 
required as problem solving and dispute resolution concerning payables is a key function of 
this role. Excellent Microsoft Office skills are required, especially in the use of Excel. 

Education/Experience
High school diploma or general education degree (GED) preferably with a business major. 

A basic understanding of the accounting cycle, chart of accounts and general ledger. One/
two years related accounts payable experience would be helpful but not necessary as on 
the job training is provided.

Competitive salary & benefits offered.
Please send resume & cover letter to: employment@hbgdiocese.org

Or:
Human Resources

4800 Union Deposit Rd
Harrisburg, PA 17111

Closing date for applications is July 11, 2015.

Part-Time Position (8-16 hours/week)
Genealogist/Clerk, Diocesan Archives

The Archival Department of the Diocese of Harrisburg is seeking an individual to join our 
team (staff and volunteers) to complete genealogy requests and ensure the safekeeping and 
preservation of the rich heritage of our Diocese.

Specific duties:
Completes genealogy research and provides clients with a comprehensive answer in a 

report-style format (hardcopy or PDF)
Maintains existing sacramental record collections
Maintains vault collection of sacred and historical items
Completes projects with volunteer staff 
Helps facilitate scheduled school field trips and group visits
Presents a session at the annual parish archivist workshop
Processes all receipts and invoices for the Department
Performs regular duties, including: respond to telephone inquiries, deliver mail, forward 

messages, and other various clerical tasks
Completes various tasks as assigned by the Archivist
Should have the ability to bend, squat, work in tight spaces, and lift up to 30 pounds

Demonstrated experience in genealogy, an archival environment, and knowledge of re-
cords management practices preferred.  Proficiency in Microsoft Office applications (Word/
Excel/PowerPoint/Access) is essential. Bachelor’s Degree from a 4-year college or univer-
sity, or 1-2 years related experience required.

If you feel you could make a positive contribution to our team, we would like to hear from 
you.  Please send your resume, salary expectations, and cover letter to: employment@hbg-
diocese.org

Or:
Human Resources

4800 Union Deposit Road
Harrisburg, PA 17111-3710

Closing date for applications is July 11, 2015.
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Delone Catholic Wins Grant  
from for Innovative Technology Project

CenturyLink, Inc. announced in May the winners of the CenturyLink Clarke 
M. Williams Foundation’s Teachers and Technology grant program. The program, 
which has been offered since 2008, awards grants to schools in CenturyLink’s local 
service areas on behalf of teachers who have developed specific plans to innova-
tively implement technology in their classrooms. 

“We were excited to see the innovation and creativity in this year’s grant ap-
plications,” said Gerald Piper, CenturyLink VP of Operations. “It’s encouraging to 
see teachers’ enthusiasm for bringing new learning tools and techniques into their 
classrooms, and we are pleased to be able to help expose students to more educa-
tional technology in their daily school lives.”

Across the country, more than 1,000 grant applications were received. The PA 
schools were selected by a review committee comprised of community members 
and a CenturyLink representative. The winning teachers’ schools received grants to 
be used to purchase technology to benefit students in the classroom.

Delone Catholic High School in McSherrystown received $800 to support the 
Chromebook Project, submitted by teacher Mrs. Pat Marrocco. Chromebooks will 
be received by all freshmen and sophomores for school year 2015-16, and each 
future incoming class will receive Chromebooks to aid in academic success. Upon 
graduation, students are able to take their Chromebooks with them for their future 
plans. 

CenturyLink’s vision is to improve lives, strengthen businesses and connect com-
munities by delivering advanced technologies and solutions with honest and per-
sonal service. CenturyLink extends this vision through the CenturyLink Clarke M. 
Williams Foundation, a 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to contributing to endeav-
ors that improve the well-being and overall quality of life for people throughout 
CenturyLink’s communities. Named after CenturyLink’s founder Clarke M. Wil-
liams, the Foundation is endowed by CenturyLink to support community initiatives 
that encourage our employees to use their time, talents and resources to strengthen 
the communities in which they live and work. 

 Corpus Christi Teacher Selected to Attend 
2015 Mickelson ExxonMobil Teachers Academy

Amanda Blough, a fourth-grade teacher at Corpus Christi School in Chambers-
burg has been selected to attend the 2015 Mickelson ExxonMobil Teachers Acad-
emy at Liberty Science Center in Jersey City, N.J. Mrs. Blough is one of 155 high-
ly-qualified third- through fifth-grade teachers from around the country selected to 
attend the intensive week long, all-expense-paid, professional development cur-
riculum. The program equips them with innovative ways to teach science and math 
and to inspire their students in these subjects.

A panel of educators from the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
(NCTM) and the National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) selected Mrs. 
Amanda Blough to attend the Academy. The panel based their decision on her qual-
ifications, dedication to inspiring students at an early age and her overall commit-
ment to enhancing the teaching profession.

During the Academy, which is scheduled for July 27-31, teachers discover new 
ways to excite students using experiments that demonstrate various math and sci-
ence concepts including force, gravity and probability. Working in partnership with 
the National Science Teachers Association and Math Solutions, the Academy cur-
riculum was developed around the three principles most common to national edu-
cational benchmarks for the third- through fifth- grade age range:  Newton’s laws 
of motion, action and reaction, and motion and forces.

Exxon-Mobil partnered with PGA Golfer Phil Mickelson, and his wife Amy, to 
create Mickelson ExxonMobil Teachers Academy in 2005. The curriculum for the 
Academy is developed in conjunction with National Science Teachers Association 
and Math Solutions who also provide experienced faculty for the intensive training. 
The Academy is designed to engage students in math and science at an early age en-
gage to retain their interest in these subjects through college and into their careers. 

“Amy and I understand firsthand the influence teachers have on students,” Phil 
Mickelson said. “We are excited to see not only the initial inspiration that comes 
from the Academy week, but also the additional activity from classrooms when 
teachers apply what they’ve learned to help their students understand, engage and 
truly be inspired about STEM subjects.”

Recent test scores from the Programme for International Student Assessment 
(PISA) rank the U.S. 21st in science and 26th in math when compared to other 
OECD nations.  The Business Center for a College- and Career-Ready America 
also reports that almost all of the 30 fastest-growing occupations in the next decade 
will require at least some STEM background.

This year, more than 500 teachers will attend one of the three Academies sched-
uled in New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Texas.  To date, more than 4,500 teachers 
have attended the Academy, impacting more than 300,000 students from across the 
county with the lessons and skills they learned.

Dr. Soto Hamlin Joins Holy Spirit Medical Group
Angela Soto Hamlin, M.D., FACS, joined Holy Spirit Medical Group–A Geis-

inger Affiliate on June 1. Dr. Soto Hamlin, a breast surgeon who has been on the 
Holy Spirit Hospital medical staff for 30 years, will continue to practice at her cur-
rent location at 880 Century Drive, Mechanicsburg. The practice has been renamed 
Holy Spirit Breast Care Center–A Geisinger Affiliate. 

Dr. Soto Hamlin is a board-certified surgeon who received her medical degree 
from the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine, Philadelphia, Pa., and 
completed her residency in general and oncologic surgery at New York Hospital–
Cornell Medical Center and Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center.

Working alongside Dr. Soto Hamlin are Kelli Scurfield, PA-C, and Kim Shughart, 
RN, a nurse navigator. 

For patients’ convenience, Holy Spirit offers digital mammography, 3D digital 
breast tomosynthesis mammography, breast ultrasound, and lab services in the 
same building as Holy Spirit Breast Care Center. 

To schedule an appointment with Dr. Soto Hamlin at Holy Spirit Breast Care 
Center, please call 717-737-4718.

Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in July during 
the past 25 years:
Deacon Harold Alden, 1991
Deacon Joseph Broussard, 1992
Father Joseph Ceponis, 1997
Msgr. Joseph Kealy, 1997
Father Charles Procopio, 1997
Deacon Joseph Sahd, 1998.
Msgr. Cletus Wagman, 2001
Father Joseph Coyne, 2001
Deacon Gerard Kole, 2002
Father Ramon Rivera-Lopez, 2007
Father Daniel Mahoney, 2007.

The names of the following deceased 
persons have been submitted by their 
parishes:

ANNVILLE – St. Paul the Apostle: 
Kay Mihalek.

BERWICK – Immaculate 
Conception BVM:; St. Joseph: Patrick 
Mattucci, Marianne Mingoia.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: 
Lucille Tichonevicz.

CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus Christi: 
Ruth Baughman, Maxine Cleary, Archie 
Cook, Trudy Monn.

CONEWAGO – Sacred Heart of Je-
sus: Mary Belinski, Marie Gebhart.

DANVILLE – St. Joseph: Christine 
Donmoyer.

ENOLA – Our Lady of Lourdes: 
Charles Skorija.

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis Xavier: 
Mary Anna El Taher, Angel Estrada, Pat 
Lawn, Sondra Sult.

HANOVER – St. Vincent de Paul: 
Louise Fleischman, Helen Smith.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: Lily 
Capitani, Philomena Castelli, Dr. David 
Cunningham, Jeanine Metzler.

KULPMONT – Holy Angels: Theresa 
Kruleski.

LEBANON – Assumption BVM: 
Walter Brandt, Robert Englebach, Paul 
Kiscadden, Geraldine Lowry, Helena 
Neuman, John Shutter, Dolores Tropasso, 
William Umberger, 

MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows 
BVM: Sophie Billet, Collin Carey,  
Ronald Stetler, Sr.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine Re-
deemer: Clara M. Keretski, Theresa L. 
Varano.

NEW CUMBERLAND – St. Theresa: 
Anthony Centurione, Jr., Ruth Freedman.

NEW FREEDOM – St. John the 
Baptist: Nelva Ackman, Marjorie Imbach, 
Vicki Miller, Gisele Tittiger.

ROHRERSTOWN – St. Leo the 
Great: Carolyn Burns.

SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini: 
Robert Eckman, Troy M. Griffiths, 
Lorraine Halcovich, Constance Jones, 
Dorothy Perles, Margaret (Peggy) Rovito, 
Annamay Zupicich.

Sister Gilmary Beagle
Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister 

Gilmary Beagle, who taught at York 
Catholic High School, died June 18 at 
Our Lady of Peace Residence in Scran-
ton, Pa., after a courageous battle with 
cancer. She was 70.

Born in Danville, the daughter of 
Thomas and Catherine Beagle, she 
graduated from St. Cyril Academy, 
earned a bachelor’s degree from Cabri-
ni College, and a master’s degree in 
English from Purdue University.

During her years in education min-
istry, Sister Gilmary taught in Gary, 
Ind., Oyster Bay, N.Y., Stroudsburg, 
Pa., Scranton, Pa., Delran, N.J., and at 
York Catholic. She also led many trips 
to England with her students.

She celebrated her 50th Jubilee in 
May in Scraton.

Sister Gilmary was a voracious read-
er and a great writer, contributing many 
stories to Journey, a publication of the 
Congregation of the Sisters, Servants 
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. She 
also co-authored several teachers’ in-
struction books at the Center for Learn-
ing in Cleveland.

The funeral Mass was celebrated 
June 24 at Our Lady of Peace Resi-
dence in Scranton. Burial was in St. 
Catherine’s Cemetery in Moscow, Pa.

STEELTON – Prince of Peace: Albert 
Deibler, Anna Phillips.

YORK – Immaculate Conception 
BVM: Edwin Szumachowski, Victor 
Tomich; St. Joseph: Peter J. Terroso, 
Khuynh Van Ngo; St. Patrick: Olga  
Matysek, Joan Miller.
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                          Compiled by Emily M. Albert
Please see a separate listing for  

parish and school carnivals and picnics on page 13.

Spiritual Offerings
Mass with Prayers for Healing will be celebrated July 7 at 7 

p.m. at St. Theresa Church in New Cumberland by Father Michael 
Reid.

Prince of Peace Parish in Steelton is having a 9-day 
Novena to St. Ann (grandmother of Jesus), from July 18 to July 
26. The schedule is as follows: Saturday, July 18 - Novena Prayers 
and Veneration of the Relic after the 5:00 p.m. Mass; Sunday, July 19 
- Novena Prayers and Veneration of the Relic after the 8:30 a.m. and 
10:30 a.m. Masses; Monday - Friday, July 20 - 24 inclusive - Rosary, 
Novena Prayers and Veneration of the Relic at 7:00 p.m.; Saturday, 
July 25 - Novena Prayers and Veneration of the Relic after the 5:00 
p.m., Mass; Sunday, July 26 - Holy Hour with Exposition, Homily, 
Novena Prayers and Veneration of the Relic at 7:00 p.m. Come and 
spend some quiet time in prayer.   

The next Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey will 
be held on Wednesday, July 1 at 7 p.m.  Father Pius Michael Tukura 
will preside. Come and adore Jesus through prayer, praise, worship 
and music. A reception will be held immediately following the Caelo-
rum in the Cafeteria.  For information call 717-583-0240.

A pro-life Mass will be celebrated July 4 at 8 a.m. at Our Lady 
of the Blessed Sacrament Church in Harrisburg. Following the Mass, 
the Rosary and the Chaplet of Divine Mercy are prayed in front of the 
Hillcrest clinic on Front Street. Call 717-432-5415 for information.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for children in the 
Lower Church at St. Joseph Parish, Lancaster, every Tuesday 
from 4-5 p.m. and every Thursday from 1-2 p.m. from June 9-August 
14. All 

Bishop Ronald W. Gainer will celebrate a Mass to com-
memorate Saint Pauline Visintainer’s Feast Day at the Saint Pauline 
Spirituality Center, 1150 Chestnut Street, Kulpmont, on Thursday 
July 9th at 6:00 p.m. Bishop Gainer will also Bless a Beautiful Canvas 
Painting, by Father Peter Gray, S.S. Ph.D., a Sulpician priest, of 
Saint Francis of Assisi, Patron Saint of Animals and the Ecology. In 
remembrance of the anniversary of St. Pauline and your loved ones, 
candles are available to be placed at the Center, and will be blessed 
following the Mass by Rev. Andrew Stahmer and Rev. Raymond 
Orloski. Light Refreshments after the Mass and Blessings, and all are 
invited to attend.

Teen Holy Hour at Good Shepherd Church 6pm-7pm on 
Monday, July 13, 2015. Please email Mrs. Tran at ktran@gsschpa.org 
or call her at 717-802-2576 for information.

A Musical Celebration of Faith, Hope, & Joy! Celebrant Sing-
ers will perform a concert, Thursday, July 23, 7:00 p.m. at Queen of 
the Most Holy Rosary Church, 599 West Center Street, Elysburg, PA 
17824.Open to the public. No tickets required. Free will offering.

Retreats, Pilgrimages & Trips
Annual Corpus Christi Men’s Retreat Set for July 31 Week-

end. “Men of Christ, Men of the Church – Modeled on the Heart of 
Christ” is the theme for the 37th annual retreat for the men of the 
Diocese of Harrisburg, to be held the weekend of July 31 at Mount St. 
Mary’s University in Emmitsburg, Md. The retreat, sponsored by Cor-
pus Christi Parish in Chambersburg, will be led by Father Peter Hahn, 
pastor of St. Leo the Great Parish in Rohrerstown. Bishop Ronald 
Gainer will be the principal celebrant of the retreat’s Mass at 10 a.m. 
on Sunday morning at the Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes. The retreat 
is open to men ages 14 and older. Men are encouraged to bring their 
sons and grandsons. A $60 deposit is required toward the total cost of 
$150. Reservations can be made through your local parish coordina-
tor, or by contacting Paul Little at 717-264-2577. All ages and abilities 
welcome to spend some time with Jesus.

St. Cyril Spiritual Center in Danville will sponsor a week-
long conference retreat entitled, A Mysticism of Desire: The Way of 
Spiritual Intimacy. This retreat will rehabilitate desire as the spiritual 
energy nourishing our spiritual lives. Through prayer and discern-
ment, we will deepen our intimacy with God. The retreat will run July 
17-23. Arrival is Friday, July 17 by 4 p.m. and departure is Thursday 
July 23 by 1 p.m. A $400 registration is due by July 3rd. Register 
online at www.sscm.org, click “current events’ or call (570) 275-0910 
by July 3rd.

St. Cyril Spiritual Center in Danville will sponsor a week-
long Silent, Directed Retreat. Director: Sister Chris Koellhoffer, 
IHM. This retreat will be a silent retreat, tailored to each individual 
retreatant. A contemplative atmosphere will be supported by silent 
meals with quiet music. It will offer time for prayer, liturgy, and meet-
ing privately with a spiritual director to discuss your experience of 
God in prayer. Arrive by 4 p.m. on July 17 and depart by 1 p.m. July 
23. A $400 registration is due by July 3rd. Register online at www.
sscm.org, click “current events’ or call (570) 275-0910 by July 3rd.

Join Johnnette Benkovic, international retreat master, Fr. 
Philip Scott and Dr. Monica Miller, July 17th through the 19th for a 
weekend of outstanding teachings, special liturgies, a healing prayer 
service and so much more. This year’s Women of Grace Retreat 
is located on the beautiful, 120-acre campus of the Orchard Lake 
Schools on the eastern shore of Orchard Lake, Michigan. “My Grace 
is Sufficient for You: Woman and God’s Divine Plan” is the theme and 
you will discover the special role and plan that God has in mind for 
you “for such a times as this.”  Register today at womenofgrace.com.

Tuscarora Catholic Summer Camp will hold its 22nd Annual 
week of faith-filled, fun-filled activities for Catholic Boys and Girls in 
grades 4 through 12 at Rhodes Grove Camp from Monday, July 27 
through Thursday, July 30, 2015. It is located off Route 11 between 
Greencastle and Chambersburg. Campers come from parishes in 
the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Harrisburg, and the Archdiocese 
of Baltimore.  Rhodes Grove functions year-round as a Confer-
ence Center with its own food, maintenance, pool, and physical 
staff. Tuscarora XXI’s Catholic, volunteer, staff, includes priests, 
sisters, a nurse, and lay persons both married and single, to lead 
and oversee camp activities. The daily program includes Mass and 

religion activities along with swimming, waterslide, high tower ropes, 
swing, horsemanship, crafts nature studies and more. Cost is $225 
per camper. For further information and application, contact: Sister 
Margie Monahan, CCW, 110 South Third Street, McConnellsburg, PA  
17233, sistermargie@comcast.net.

Events & Fund-Raisers
The Holy Name of Jesus Knights of Columbus Golf Outing. 

HNJ Council #14081 is holding the Peter Kozyra Memorial Golf Out-
ing on Saturday, July 11 at Deer Valley Golf Club in honor of Peter 
Kozyra and all our other deceased Brother Knights. Proceeds from 
the event support the HNJ Council Family Picnic held each year. 
Event is a four man scramble starting at 8:00 a.m. with continental 
breakfast, golf, giveaways, lunch and prizes. Entry fee of $70.00 and 
hole sponsorships are available by contacting Chairperson Charles 
Rice at 717-808-6525 or email at crice41209@aol.com.

The 2015 San Marziale Procession, featuring the “Kulpmont 
Our Boys Band,” will be held in Kulpmont on July 12. It will begin 
at 1 p.m. at Holy Angels Church. The procession will once again 
showcase the legendary “Our Boys Band,” who will play a variety of 
authentic Italian March music along with some traditional patriotic 
American songs. The event is organized in part by Holy Angels 
Parish in Kulpmont, and the parish’s Holy Name Society, as well as 
the Kulpmont order of the Knights of Columbus. Those who wish to 
walk in the procession are asked to meet at Holy Angels Church at 
12:30 p.m. 

Little Flowers Girls’ Club® will host their annual Mary’s 
Garden Party Camp at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in 
New Freedom, PA on August 8, 2015. All Catholic girls age five and 
up and their mothers are invited, whether they have any previous 
involvement in Little Flowers Girls’ Club® or not. It is important to 
note that any girl under the age of ten must be accompanied by a 
chaperone older than twenty-one who will be responsible for her 
for the duration of the camp. The cost is only $50 per attendee and 
registration is online at http://www.beholdpublications.com/Sum-
merCamps/

Holy Spirit–A Geisinger Affiliate to host nursing job fair. 
Central Pennsylvanians in search of a career in nursing can soon 
find one at a nursing-focused job fair happening at Holy Spirit–A 
Geisinger Affiliate. The fair will take place on Monday, June 29, from 
8 a.m. to noon in the Holy Spirit Hospital auditorium at 503 North 
21st Street in Camp Hill. Applicants will meet one-on-one with Holy 
Spirit nursing managers and human resources team to learn about 
the hospital’s recruitment incentives, which include student loan 
repayments of up to $15,000 and paid time off (certain restrictions 
apply). Current career opportunities include: Registered Nurses — 
Med/Surg, Telemetry, ER, NICU, Cardiovascular, Critical Care, Out-
patient, Surgery and Home Health; RN House Flex and Float Pool; 
Assistant Nurse Manager — Telemetry and NICU; Certified Nursing 
Assistants — Telemetry, Med/Surg. To learn more about these and 
other Holy Spirit job openings, visit hsh.org/careers.

Atrial Fibrillation patient support group meeting to be 
held in June. In June, Holy Spirit–A Geisinger Affiliate will hold its 
support group for those who suffer from atrial fibrillation (A-Fib). Join 
Safwat Gassis, M.D., FACC, FHRS, David Man, M.D., FACC, and 
Stacey Solomon, RN-BC, from Holy Spirit Atrial Fibrillation Center–A 
Geisinger Affiliate, on Monday, June 29, from 2 to 3:30 p.m., for 
a discussion about “Living and coping with atrial fibrillation.” Atrial 
fibrillation is the most common heart rhythm disorder. Therapies 
can substantially reduce symptoms and the risk of heart failure and 
stroke. Coping techniques can help improve quality of life. The sup-
port group meeting will be held in Holy Spirit Hospital’s Auditorium 
C&D. Seating is limited. Light refreshments are provided. Please call 
717-724-6306 to reserve your seat.

Jody Cole will be conducting icon writing (painting) work-
shops in the Byzantine Style this summer. Jody will conduct a 
week long retreat at St. Francis Retreat House, Easton, PA, July 19-
24. Participants will paint a 12”x16” icon of Our Lady of Tenderness 
or St. Ann & the Blessed Mother. For more information or to register, 
contact 610-258-3053 or stfranrh@rcn.com.

A Chicken BBQ is being sponsored by the Our Lady of 
Lourdes Knights of Columbus council 13451 in New Holland on 
June 27th. The sale will be held in front of O’Neils autobody, 580 E 
Main Street in New Holland from 10am to 2pm. Half chickens cost 
$5.00 and dinners are $8.00. Please contact Don Trout at 717 656-
7735 or John Henry at 717 808-2540 for more information.

The Knights of Columbus, The Pregnancy and Family 
Resource Center, and The York Revolution Present: Baseball 
For Babies: The Picnic! Picnic at the Park, 2 hour all you can eat buf-
fet, beverages, play catch in center field, free autographs, kids run 
the bases after seeing York Revolution vs Somerset Patriots. Picnic 
will be held at Santander Stadium Right Field Picnic Area on August 
23, gates open at 4 p.m. for a 5 p.m. game. Proceeds from the ticket 
sales are returned to the Knights of Columbus to help support the 
FPRC. (must sell 54 tickets) Adults $27.50 Kids (4-10) $14.00; Kids 
under 3 are free.

St. Joan of Arc Council of Catholic Women in Hershey will 
hold a rummage sale and flea market on July 31st from 8 a.m. to 
3 p.m. and August 1 from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. in the school cafeteria 
located at 359 Areba Ave. There will be bargains galore, clothing, 
books, household items, jewelry, games, puzzles, toys, knick-knacks 
and more. All proceeds go to charity.

The Knights of Columbus, Michael F. Barrett Council 
9875, is hosting a “Cruise For A Knight” car show on Saturday, 
September 12 at St. Paul the Apostle Church in Annville from 9:00 
a.m. - 3:00 p.m. All cars (original or modified, trucks, Euro and Asian 
imports) will be eligible to win a Trophy, the Pastor’s Choice or the 
Grand Knight Award. There will be music, games, great food, prizes 
and 50/50 drawings. For a copy of the registration form contact SK 
Don Hassenbein at 717-838-6307 or dhassenbein@comcast.net. 

The 4th Annual Mid-Summer Madness 5k benefitting the 
Silence Of Mary Home will be held on Saturday August 1, 2015 
at 9:00 a.m. on the Bishop McDevitt High School campus. The 
registration fee is $25 until July 18 and $30 thereafter. Register 
online at www.thesilenceofmary.org  or through www.active.com. Any 
questions contact Bill Schuck, (717) 877-1193.

Parish, School  
& Organization News

Vacant position, PARISH MANAGER- St. Peter Parish in 
Elizabethtown is seeking to employ a Parish Manager. Responsible 
for assisting the Pastor in the overall administration of the Parish 
with respect to all matters pertaining to personnel, finance, buildings 
and grounds, parish committees and organizations, and schedul-
ing. A Bachelor’s degree in accounting or business administration 
or its equivalent is required as well as a minimum of three years 
experience in business administration and personnel supervision. 
Experience with parish operations is preferred. The individual must 
have a working knowledge of Church teaching and an understand-
ing of the mission/vision/philosophy of a Roman Catholic parish. 
The Parish Manager is a steward of the physical, financial and 
personnel resources of the Parish and enables other ministries 
to function effectively. The Parish Manager values the ethical and 
efficient management of resources and thus enables the Parish to 
fulfill its mission and purpose. The preferred candidate will also have 
experience in the management / oversight of capital campaigns and 
building projects.  Resumes may be submitted to: Fr Steven Fauser, 
Pastor, St Peter Parish, 1840 Marshall Dr. Elizabethtown, Pa. 17022. 
Email address is frsfauser@hbgdiocese.org.

English Teacher needed at Lebanon Catholic School for 
the 2015-2016 School Year. Teacher responsibilities 
include teaching high school English classes and 
semester electives in Grades 9-12 in the English 
Department. Please send resume, copy of credentials, and 
all proper clearances to Lebanon Catholic School to the atten-
tion of Mrs. Rose Kury, Principal, 1400 Chestnut Street, Lebanon, 
PA 17042.

St. Anne’s Retirement Community in Columbia is seeking 
volunteers to help transport Catholic residents in their wheelchairs 
to and from Sunday morning Mass at 10:30 a.m. The commitment 
would be for two hours once a month, from approximately 9:45 a.m. 
to 11:45 a.m. If interested, contact Ken Giovanelli, Director of Pasto-
ral Care, at 285-6121, or kgiovanelli@stannesrc.org.

St. Joan of Arc School in Hershey has space available for 
the following programs. Preschool program for 3-year-olds is offered 
Wednesday and Friday from 8:10-11 a.m., and Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday from 8:10-11 a.m. A preschool program for 4-year-olds is 
offered Monday-Friday, full day or half day. All-day kindergarten is of-
fered for 5-year-olds. The school is also offering general registration 
for grades 1-8. For more information, or to register, visit www.school.
stjoanhershey.org or call 717-533-2854.

Preschool Director: St. Philip the Apostle Parish is hiring 
an experienced preschool director who is fully credentialed, (BA. BS 
in Ed, Early Childhood Develop, or related field, Master’s degree 
preferred) to direct our Catholic Preschool.  The ideal candidate will 
be a team player working closely with the pastor, finance committee, 
parents and staff with a knowledge of Ed Law and Hbg Dio policies 
including Criminal background checks. The program includes 3 & 4 
yr. olds, pre-k and extended day. A warm outgoing personality is de-
sired with a basic love of children. The ability to establish and imple-
ment preschool program is a must. Leadership skills required. Strong 
computer, verbal and written communication skills are needed. This 
is a 10 month position, salary commensurate with experience and 
degrees. Submit your resumes to Susan Havey, Parish Manager, St. 
Philip the Apostle Parish, 2111 Millersville Pike, Lancaster PA  17603 
or email shavey@hbgdiocese.org. 

The Guidance Department at Trinity High School has a 
part-time secretarial position available. Interested candidates 
must have strong computer skills, including expertise with Microsoft 
Word and Excel, strong interpersonal skills, be detail oriented, and 
be able to maintain the confidentiality of the department.  Interested 
candidates should submit their resume to Cecelia Stock, Director of 
Guidance via email – cstock@thsrocks.us.

Coaching opportunity for Boys Freshmen Basketball at Trin-
ity High School. Please send inquiries to Gary Bricker, gbricker@
thsrocks.us.

Sacred Heart School, Hanover is currently accepting applica-
tions for a Part-time Art Teacher for the 2015-2016 School Year. 
Applications must be submitted through the Diocese of Harrisburg 
found on at www.hbgdiocese.org prior to resume submission. 
Résumés and clearances may be sent to the attention of Mrs. Noel, 
Principal. Applicants must have a teaching certificate and it is pre-
ferred to have an art education background. In addition to providing 
your résumé, one must provide current clearances.  Applications for 
the position will be accepted through July 15th or until the position is 
filled.  Please contact the school office at (717) 632-8715 for more 
details or if you have any further questions. 

York Catholic High School is seeking to fill the following teach-
ing and support staff positions for the 2015-2016 school year. In faith-
based education, we place significant value in the spiritual, social, 
intellectual, emotional, and physical development of our students. 
We take pride in partnering with our parents and the greater York 
Catholic community in supporting our students’ scholastic and extra-
curricular experiences. Qualified candidates should demonstrate an 
understanding of the importance their position plays in all aspects 
of a student’s developmental progress. Candidates must also be 
individuals rooted in faith, willing to support Gospel values, and will-
ing to inspire students through their word and example to accept and 
live these values and teachings. Spanish Teacher (available August 
2015) York Catholic is seeking a Spanish teacher to teach grades 7 
through 12. Requirements: Certification and related Bachelor Degree 
in appropriate major. State and federal clearances. Science Teacher 
(available August 2015) York Catholic is seeking a Science teacher 
to teach grades 9 through 12. Requirements: Certification and related 
Bachelor Degree in appropriate major. Special consideration given to 
certification in Physics and Physical Science. State and federal clear-
ances. Business Office Assistant (available July 2015) York Catholic 
is seeking a full-time assistant familiar with basic computer software 
and bookkeeping principles. Requirements: Previous business office 
experience. State and federal clearances. Part-time Art Substitute 
Teacher (available August 2015) York Catholic is seeking a part-time 
substitute Art teacher to teach grades 7 through 12. Requirements: 
Certification and related Bachelor Degree in appropriate major. State 
and federal clearances. Application Process For all positions, please 
send resume, certification, Diocesan application (Business Office 
Assistant Applicants should send a YC non-teaching application), 
a copy of state and federal clearances, and letter of interest to the 
following: Katie Seufert Principal York Catholic High School 601 East 
Springettsbury Avenue York, PA 17403 717-846-8871 x 12 kseufert@
yorkcatholic.org.
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Freedom to 
Bear Witness

By A.B. Hill
Special to The Witness

During this year’s Corpus Christi procession, Pope 
Francis asked us to remember “our many brothers and 
sisters who do not have the freedom to express their 
faith in the Lord Jesus.” About 100 million Christians 
are persecuted each year around the world.

“Let us be united with them,” he said. “And, in 
our hearts, let us venerate those brothers and sisters 
who were asked to sacrifice their lives out of fidel-
ity to Christ. May their blood, united to the Lord’s, 
be a pledge of peace and reconciliation for the whole 
world.”

Closer to home, the Pennsylvania House of Repre-
sentatives also condemned the worldwide persecution 
of Christians and called on global leaders to protect 
the religious liberty of Christians and all other faiths 
within their borders. 

Representative Kathy Rapp (R-Warren, Crawford, 
Forest), recalled Pennsylvania’s heritage while urging 
her colleagues to support her resolution: “Our Founder 
William Penn, himself, was imprisoned several times 
for his faith. He was a leading defender in his time 
of religious freedom.” House Resolution 182 passed 
unanimously on April 1, 2015.

From June 21 to July 4, 2015, American Catholics 
will mark the annual Fortnight for Freedom with a fo-
cus on the “freedom to bear witness” to the truth of the 
Gospel. These two weeks will include prayers, liturgi-
cal celebrations, and special events across the nation.

While we unite our prayers for persecuted fellow 
Christians around the world, we must not overlook 
threats to our own religious liberty at home. For ex-
ample,

• The mandate of the Department of Health and Hu-
man Services forces religious institutions to facilitate 
access to products contrary to their own moral teach-
ing or be punished. Further, the federal government 
tries to define which religious institutions are “reli-
gious enough” to merit protection of their religious 
liberty.

• Boston, San Francisco, the District of Columbia, 
and the State of Illinois have driven local Catholic 
Charities out of the business of providing adoption or 
foster care services—by revoking their licenses, by 
ending their government contracts, or both—because 
those Charities refused to place children with same-
sex couples.

• After years of excellent performance by the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Migration and Refu-
gee Services (MRS) in administering contract services 
for victims of human trafficking, the federal govern-
ment changed its contract specifications to require 
MRS to provide or refer for contraceptive and abor-
tion services in violation of Catholic teaching.

Religious freedom is a fundamental human right. 
“All men are to be immune from coercion on the part 
of individuals or of social groups and of any human 
power,” declared Dignitatis Humanae in 1965, “No 
one is to be forced to act in a manner contrary to his 
own beliefs, whether privately or publicly, whether 
alone or in association with others, within due limit.” 
This inviolable right is grounded in the human dignity 
from “the revealed word of God and by reason itself. 
This right of the human person to religious freedom is 
to be recognized in the constitutional law whereby so-
ciety is governed and thus it is to become a civil right.”

The Pope and our state leaders are reminding us that 
we must be leading defenders of religious freedom 
now, in our time, and in every place where Christians 
are being persecuted across the globe or in our own 
public square.

(Hill is Communications Director of the Pennsylva-
nia Catholic Conference – the public affairs agency 
of Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops and the Catho-
lic dioceses of Pennsylvania. Stay up-to-date with 
Catholic news and issues at www.pacatholic.org, 
www.facebook.com/pacatholic, and www.twitter.com/ 
pacatholic.) 

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness 

On the Feast Day of St. Thomas 
More and St. John Fisher, two martyrs 
who remained faithful in the face of 
political persecution, Bishop Ronald 
Gainer lauded the saints for their ex-
ample of giving their soul to the Lord 
alone.

The bishop celebrated the Mass for 
members of the St. Thomas More So-
ciety of Central Pennsylvania and the 
faithful in attendance at St. Joseph 
Church in York on June 22, the second 
day of the annual Fortnight for Free-
dom.

The two-week initiative, which 
takes place June 21-July 4, of the 
United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops’ Ad Hoc Committee on Reli-
gious Liberty calls Catholics to prayer, 
education and action in support of reli-
gious freedom.

St. Thomas More and St. John Fish-
er – a diplomat and a bishop respec-
tively – were beheaded by order of 
King Henry VIII in 1535 for refusing 
to comply with the Act of Supremacy 
that required English subjects to rec-
ognize the king’s supremacy over the 
pope.

In his homily during the Mass, Bish-
op Gainer recounted a reported story 
of the imprisoned Thomas More being 
granted a visit by his wife, Alice, and 
the two youngest of their four children. 
Alice begged Thomas to affirm King 
Henry VIII as the supreme head of the 
Catholic Church of England, in order 
that her husband might be freed. His 
freedom, Alice insisted, might give the 
married couple 20 more years together. 

“Even if it were 1,000 years, we 

O God our Creator, 
from your provident hand we have received 

our right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 
You have called us as your people and given us 

the right and the duty to worship you, the only true God, 
and your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Through the power and working of your Holy Spirit, 
you call us to live out our faith in the midst of the world, 

bringing the light and the saving truth of the Gospel 
to every corner of society.

We ask you to bless us 
in our vigilance for the gift of religious liberty. 

Give us the strength of mind and heart 
to readily defend our freedoms when they are threatened; 

give us courage in making our voices heard 

on behalf of the rights of your Church 
and the freedom of conscience of all people of faith.

Grant, we pray, O heavenly Father, 
a clear and united voice to all your sons and daughters 

gathered in your Church 
in this decisive hour in the history of our nation, 

so that, with every trial withstood 
and every danger overcome— 

for the sake of our children, our grandchildren, 
and all who come after us— 

this great land will always be “one nation, under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

(From the USCCB)

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Members of the St. Thomas More Society of Central Pennsylvania assemble for the annual Mass celebrated 
by Bishop Ronald Gainer at St. Joseph Church in York June 22 in memory of the martyr who gave his life for 
God instead of yielding to the demands of King Henry VIII in 1535.

On Feast of St. Thomas More, Bishop 
Points to Martyr as Example of 

Remaining Faithful in Face of Persecution

Prayer for the Protection of Religious Liberty

would have together, I would be a 
very poor businessman to trade 1,000 
years for eternity,” the bishop quoted 
Thomas. “Frankly, Alice, if I had two 
souls, I would give one to the king. But 
I have only one soul, and I must give it 
to my God.”

“There is extraordinary holiness, ex-
traordinary insight, extraordinary truth 
and courage,” Bishop Gainer said. 
“We have but one soul. And whatev-
er happens here in our short lifespan 
that’s granted to us – no matter how 
many years – we are headed for eter-
nity. Thomas More and John Fisher 
give us that example of giving that 
one soul that we have to God alone. 
This is something that we remember 
in a special way in these days called 
the Fortnight for Freedom, so that we 
might continue to be active and seek 
and pray for the protection of our reli-
gious rights here in our country.”

The St. Thomas More Society of 
Central Pennsylvania was founded by 
Catholic lawyers and judges to pro-
mote Christian principals in the law in 
the spirit of St. Thomas More. 

Bishop Gainer called upon those 
gathered for the Mass to seek the in-
tercession of St. John Fisher and St. 
Thomas More. “Let us pray that their 
example and their intercession for us 
in the communion of saints, might lead 
us to that deeper conversion of mind 
and heart…and see eternal life as the 
main criteria by which we make our 
judgments here,” he said.

The society is open to practicing 
Catholics and others interested in this 
effort. It sponsors various events, in-
cluding the annual Red Mass, awards 
ceremonies, continuing education, 
canon law study, religious retreats, and 
Holy Hours. Those interested in more 
information or membership should vis-
it www.saintthomasmoresociety.com. 

Father Paul Clark, Diocesan 
Judicial Vicar and liaison to the St. 
Thomas More Society of Central 
Pennsylvania, receives a blessing 
from Bishop Ronald Gainer before 
proclaiming the Gospel reading.
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