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Shepherding  
the Diocese  

of Greensburg

Archbishop Charles Chaput, Metropoli-
tan Archbishop of Philadelphia, principal 
ordaining bishop, imposes his hands on 
the head of Bishop-Elect Edward  Male-
sic during the Rite of  Ordination. It is 
through the Laying on of Hands and the 
Prayer of Ordination that followed that 
Bishop Malesic was ordained to the  
episcopacy.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS 

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Bishop Edward Malesic, ordained and installed as the Fifth Bishop of the Diocese of Greensburg on July 13, exits Blessed Sacrament Cathedral prepared to shepherd 
his flock. See pages 7-11 for photos and an article of the solemn Mass of Episcopal Ordination and Installation. 

The people of the Diocese of 
Greensburg, which includes 

Armstrong, Fayette, Indiana and 
Westmoreland counties in western 
Pennsylvania, rejoiced in the ordi-
nation and installation of Bishop 
Edward Malesic as the Fifth Bishop 
of the diocese, established in 1951. 
Bishop Malesic, a native son of the 
Diocese of Harrisburg and former 
judicial vicar and pastor of Holy 
Infant Parish in York Haven, began 
his ministry in Greensburg with a 
solemn Mass celebrated there on July 
13 at Blessed Sacrament Cathedral. In 
remarks during the three-hour Mass, 
Bishop Malesic extolled his flock in 
their work for those who are most in 
need. See pages 7-11 for coverage. 

In thanksgiving to Almighty God  
for the Episcopal Ordination of  our native son,  

the Most Reverend Edward C. Malesic,  
as the Fifth Bishop of  Greensburg,  

Bishop Gainer invites the clergy, religious and 
faithful of  the Diocese of  Harrisburg to a  

 

MASS OF THANKSGIVING  
 

with Bishop Malesic  
to take place on  

Friday July 31, 2015 at 7:00 PM  
at the Church of  the Good Shepherd 
3435 Trindle Road, Camp Hill, 17011. 

 

A reception will follow. 
 

Serve the Lord with Gladness    
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

For half a century, All Saints Ceme-
tery in Elysburg has offered a sacred, 

final resting place on its 25 acres of gently 
sloping land in Bear Gap.

One of a number of Catholic cemeter-
ies operated and cared for by the Diocese 
of Harrisburg, All Saints is a sacred space 
to remember the dead and to contemplate 
hope in the resurrection. 

On Independence Day, Bishop Ronald 
Gainer celebrated a Mass to observe the 
50th anniversary of the cemetery, which 
was dedicated on July 7, 1965, by Msgr. 
Francis Conrad after several years of dili-
gent searching and planning for a Catholic 
cemetery in the Northumberland Deanery.

The anniversary Mass – concelebrat-
ed by a number of area priests – was to 
have taken place on the cemetery grounds, 
much like the annual Memorial Day Mass 
celebrated there. However, rain that day 
moved the Mass indoors, to nearby Queen 
of the Most Holy Rosary Church in Elys-
burg, where Father Joseph Scanlin serves 
as pastor.   

In his homily, the bishop reflected on 
the history of All Saints Cemetery, plans 
for which began a decade before its dedi-
cation, and involved the efforts of Bishop 
George Leech, Msgr. Damian McGovern, 
and a number of diocesan priests. The 
land for the cemetery was sold by Vivian 
Leisenring in May of 1962. Its name was 
selected from a list of suggested names 
submitted by pastors in the northern area 
of the diocese.

“Today, we rejoice in the birth of our na-
tion and the beginning of All Saints Cem-
etery,” Bishop Gainer told the congrega-
tion, which included area parishioners, a 
Knights of Columbus honor guard, and 

Solemn Mass Marks All Saints Cemetery’s Golden Jubilee
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Michael Rugalla, Jr., left, who served as cemetery manager from 1997-2012, 
exchanges a sign of peace with current cemetery manager Kevin Shervinskie, 
right, during the anniversary Mass. Also present for the celebration was former 
manager Wayne Dancho and the family members of the late William Schott, who 
served as the first manager from 1965-1990.

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Situated on 25 acres of gently sloping land, All Saints Cemetery features granite Stations of the Cross, as 
shown in this photo from 2013, and bronze religious statues among in-ground burial plots, mausoleums 
and columbarium.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Bishop Ronald Gainer greets members of the con-
gregation following Mass on July 4 to observe the 
50th anniversary of All Saints Cemetery in Elysburg.

current and former cemetery employees. 
Current cemetery manager Kevin Shervin-
skie, former managers Michael Rugalla, 
Jr., and Wayne Dancho, and the family 
members of the late William Schott, the 
first manager, were also in attendance. 
Mr. Schott built the cemetery office and 
planned the maintenance building, which 
was constructed in 1975.

“All the loved ones are resting in the 
sleep of death, preparing for their own res-
urrection and second coming of Jesus,” the 
bishop said.

Among the priest concelebrants were 
Father Gerard Heintzelman, 
who was active in the de-
velopment of the cemetery, 
and Father William Sullivan, 
whose mother, Julia, was 
the first person buried at All 
Saints – May 29, 1964.

“There is a long tradition of 
caring and compassion here,” 
said Mr. Shervinskie, who as-
sumed the role of cemetery 
manager in 2012. “We have 
dedicated staff members that 
offer perpetual care for the 
beautiful grounds.”

Among the cemetery’s in-
ground plots, mausoleums 
and columbarium are Stations 

of the Cross, made from Italian granite 
with mosaics depicting each scene. They 
were installed in 1966. Statues, crosses 
and images of the Risen Christ and the As-
sumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary also 
fill the cemetery, which offers burial for 
both Catholics and non-Catholics.

Plans are underway for the installation 

of a 60-crypt mausoleum and 48 cremation 
niches, with projected completion this fall.

(For information about All Saints Cem-
etery, contact Kevin Shervinskie, manager, 
at kshervinskie@hbgdiocese.org or 570-
672-2872. For information on Diocesan 
Cemeteries, visit www.hbgdiocese.org/
cemeteries/ or call 717-657-4804.)

Bishop Ronald Gainer celebrates the Liturgy of the Eucharist with priest 
concelebrants to observe the 50th anniversary of All Saints Cemetery in 
Elysburg on July 4. Due to inclement weather, the Mass, which was to 
have taken place outdoors at the cemetery, was celebrated at nearby 

Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Church.
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

July 19 – Celebrate Closing Mass at Camp Call & Duty, Mount Joy, noon.
July 23-25 – Speaker at the Applied Biblical Studies/Defending the Faith 

Conference, Franciscan University, Steubenville.
July 30 – College of Deans Meeting, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 11 

a.m.
July 31– Celebrate Mass of Thanksgiving for Bishop Edward Malesic, Good 

Shepherd Church, Camp Hill, 7 p.m.
August 1 – Celebrate Catholic Youth Experience/World Youth Day Kickoff 

Mass, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 10 a.m.
August 2 – Celebrate Mass at Corpus Christi Men’s Retreat, National Shrine 

Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes, Emmitsburg, Md., 10 a.m.
August 4-5 – Attend Knights of Columbus Supreme Convention, Philadelphia.
August 6 – Celebrate Mass at Annual Pilgrimage for World Peace, National 

Shrine Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes, Emmitsburg, Md.
August 8 – Celebrant at Mass in honor of 90th Anniversary of the Dominican 

Sisters, Monastery of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Lancaster, 11 a.m.
August 9 – Celebrate Mass and Pastoral Visit to Mary, Mother of the Church, 

Mount Joy, 11 a.m.

Father Joshua Brommer was 
installed as pastor and rector at 
St. Patrick Cathedral in 
Harrisburg during a Mass 
celebrated there on June 28 by 
Bishop Ronald Gainer. As rector, 
Father Brommer is charged with 
the care and custody of historic 
St. Patrick Cathedral, the 
bishop’s church. As pastor, he 
will watch over the people of God 
entrusted to his care who make 
up the St. Patrick Parish 
family. He became pastor of 
the parish on June 22 of this 
year. Father Brommer, who also 
serves as Director of the Office 
of Divine Worship for the 
Diocese of Harrisburg, was 
ordained to the priesthood by 
Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades on 
June 23, 2006.
EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Msgr. Vincent Topper, the diocese’s oldest and longest-
serving priest, will celebrate his 103rd birthday on July 
28.

He was recently honored by St. Catherine Labouré Par-
ish and School in Harrisburg, which hosted the “Topper 
Trot 5K and 1 Mile Fun Run” this spring and raised more 
than $10,000 in tuition assistance for school students. 
The day before the event, members of the Student Coun-
cil, including Joshua Dougher and Josiah Lauver, shown 
here, presented Msgr. Topper with a race day T-shirt em-
blazoned with his image. 

Bishop George Leech ordained then-Father Topper to 
the priesthood at St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg on 
June 6, 1936. In his 79 years as a priest of the diocese, he 
served at Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Parish in York, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 
in Mount Carmel, Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Parish in Fairfield, St. Joseph Parish in Mil-
ton, St. Columba Parish in Bloomsburg and St. Joseph 
Parish in York. He currently lives at St. Catherine La-
bouré Parish, located at 4000 Derry Street in Harrisburg.

COURTESY OF KELLY ROGERS, ST. CATHERINE LABOURÉ SCHOOL

The Catholic Witness its taking its summer publication hiatus and will resume 
bi-weekly publication with the August 7 edition. 

Stay in touch with news from the diocese by visiting its Web site, www. 
hbgdiocese.org, by following its Facebook page at www.facebook.com/ 
DioceseofHarrisburg, and by connecting via Twitter at www.twitter.com/ 
HBGDiocese. If you’re planning a little travel this summer, you can find Mass 
times worldwide at www.masstimes.org.

Have you signed up yet to receive The Catholic Witness electronically? 
Through a free service, you can receive the paper via e-mail with a direct link to 
each edition as it is published. 

Sign up for the e-mail service by logging on to the diocesan Web site at www.
hbgdiocese.org. Follow the News/Events tab to The Catholic Witness page and 
click on “Catholic Witness E-mail Sign Up.” Once you complete the form, you’ll 
be added to our e-mail list. 

Registration with the e-mail service will not automatically cancel your mailed 
subscription. If you prefer to receive the online version instead of a copy in the 
mail, contact our Circulation Coordinator, Susan Huntsberger, at shuntsberger@
hbgdiocese.org or 717-657-4804, ext. 201, with your Witness account number, 
and your name, address and phone number. 

As always, if you’d like to promote an upcoming event, share stories of interest 
or otherwise get in touch with us, send an e-mail to witness@hbgdiocese.org or 
call 717-657-4804. Our publication dates and submission guidelines for 2015 can 
be accessed on The Catholic Witness’ page at www.hbgdiocese.org or e-mailed 
upon request.

Enjoy a safe and blessed summer, and look for our next edition on August 7.

Msgr. Topper,  
103 on July 28

The Witness Returns August 7



A Glimpse of The Discalced 
Carmelite Nuns of Danville

The contemplative life, lived by the Discalced Carmelite Nuns, is a life of prayer, 
supported by silence, solitude and apartness from the world, and a life of a hidden 
apostolate for the good of the Church and the world. It witnesses to the primacy of 
God in that the Sisters devote much of each day to prayer, both private and liturgi-
cal, with the practice of attentiveness to the presence of God in the daily works and 
community life of the nuns. The Holy Mass is the center of each day, along with the 
prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours prayed in choir at the proper times throughout 
the day. Each day, two hours are given to private prayer, and there is daily spiritual 
reading. Weekly, in a community meeting they share on themes or issues which 
pertain to their lives.

The works of the Sisters now are principally correspondence with the many per-
sons who write, and contact with persons who phone or visit, asking for prayers 
for their intentions or those of others. The Community participates with limited 
services in the Carmelite Communities Associated [Association of the Holy Spirit] 
of which it has been a member since its founding in 1970.

In celebrating the Year of Consecrated Life, the Sisters are studying and sharing 
together in Community the foundation documents of their lives: Scripture during 
Advent and Lent; and the Rule of the Order and the Constitutions through the Year. 
Points that will be reviewed and studied include the spirit of the Order, religious 
consecration, devotion to Mary in Carmel, worship, continual prayer, communal 
life, poverty, obedience and penance. 

(Information submitted by the Discalced Carmelite Nuns in Danville.)

Consecrated Life:
Beads of Belonging to God

By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

When I was a child, I loved sneaking into my mother’s jewelry box, ex-
ploring a small velvet drawstring bag that she kept there. Within the bag 
were several odd pieces of jewelry that she treasured. Among them were 
several odd beads from necklaces long broken and a few earrings that had 
lost their mate. I often asked about the memories associated with each piece. 
They were always personal and intimate and were tied to a person whom 
she loved.

As I sit here at my desk looking at the blinking cursor, I 
feel as if I hold a handful of treasured 
beads all tied together by grace.  

Bead One: Several years ago, I at-
tended an Ash Wednesday liturgy. Its 
aftermath left a tiny ashen smudge of 
a cross on my forehead. After Mass, 
I attended a conference about some-
thing that had to do with technology. 
So, there I sat in a large room with 
several hundred other attendees and 
only a handful of women. Needless to say, I felt somewhat 
“out of place.” Even though the topic of the conference escapes me, the 
feeling I received from the conference was life giving. When we stopped 
for a break, one of the women came up to me and whispered in my ear 
rather politely and extremely politically correct, “Ah, you have a smudge of 
something on your forehead.” I smiled and reminded myself that I was not 
in a Catholic culture. I explained to her that it was Ash Wednesday. I could 
tell by her expression that this was a completely foreign concept to her. I 
continued, “Are you Christian?” She responded, “I guess so, but I don’t at-
tend any church. I guess you can call me spiritual but not religious.” I began 
explaining to her what the season of Lent was all about and why at its onset 
Catholics wear ashes on their forehead. She was totally intrigued as well as 
awestruck that I would wear this smudge at a public conference. 

This experience was a lesson for me. Because I wear a religious habit, 
people often turn their heads when I enter a public restaurant or store. It 
happens so often that I have become accustomed to it. The reaction of this 
woman renewed for me the sense of my consecration; of my belonging to a 
specific “religious” family. I am a Roman Catholic through and through, as 
well as a Sister of Christian Charity! As I reflected on this conversation, I 
experienced a deeper love of the Church!

Bead Two: Recently, I had the amazing experience of attending a baptism 
of a first-born boy at my parish’s Sunday liturgy. The father of the baby held 
his son over the baptismal font with such tenderness that tears welled up in 
my eyes. The mom stood there with the godparents and just beamed with 
great delight. As the priest poured the water over the baby’s head, you could 
see his arms and legs flail. I was so touched by the expression of the adults 
and other children who watched this sacred moment. A grandfather held up 
his three-year-old granddaughter so that she could see the baby being bap-
tized. A middle aged couple embraced each other. I heard the wife whisper 
to her husband, “Don’t you remember when we stood there?”

For a few moments, while all in the church focused on the baptismal font, 
I sensed in a new way how all of us are one family, united in Christ. The 
parishioners are my brothers and sisters. We are all adopted children of a 
merciful and loving Father! The air seemed aglow with the presence of God!

Bead Three: I came across a reflection on Deuteronomy 1 from the book, 
Trust Beyond Borders1 by Arabah Joy. “Today, the Lord goes before you. 
Moment by moment He leads the way. You can trust that. Today, the Lord 
will fight for you, just as He always has. You can count on that. Today, the 
Lord will carry you…like a father carries his son. It’s a guarantee. Today, 
the Lord will search out resting places for you. He knows you are but dust. 
You can trust Him. Today, the Lord will show you the way to go. He will not 
keep His will hidden. He will make known to you the path of life. You can 
step out on solid footing.”

The thread that connects the beads: By now you are wondering, “Where 
is she going with this?” The common link between the three beads lies in a 
deeper reality of what consecrated life gives to the entire Church, especially 
during this year, the Year of Consecrated Life. The catechism teaches, “The 
Church manifests Christ and shows us how the Holy Spirit acts so wonder-
fully in her. And so the first mission of those who profess the evangelical 
counsels is to live out their consecration.” (CCC931)

Especially this year, while the entire Church focuses on consecrated life, 
these men and women witness to the entire Church what “belonging to 
God” is all about. The ashen cross on the forehead is a sign of belonging to 
Christ. Being baptized in the name of the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit, 
receiving a lit candle and a white garment is another sign of belonging to 
Christ. Gathering around a common table, receiving food from that table 
that is transformed into the body and blood of Christ is another experience 
of belonging to Christ. Trusting that God’s love, mercy and forgiveness is 
forever unexhausted is yet another way of being one with Him.

Do we really live this reality? Is your indelible identification and partici-
pation in Christ and his consecration the most defining aspect of your life? 
What beads do you hold in your velvet bag that holds memories sacred to 
you?

1Joy, Arabah. Trust without Borders:  A 40 Day Devotional Journey to 
Deepen, Strengthen, and Stretch Your Faith in God. http://www.arabahjoy.
com.

(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network 
Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for 
Wives in the Diaconate Program. An educator for 29 years, she is responsi-
ble for Professional Development Programs for every age learner. Through 
her presentations, she challenges her audiences to be the individual God 
has called them to be.)
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Annual Pilgrimage to the 
National Shrine Grotto 
of Our Lady of Lourdes

The 28th Annual Pilgrimage for World Peace, begun by Father Walter Sempko, 
will take place on Thursday, August 6, at the National Shrine Grotto of Our Lady 
of Lourdes in Emmitsburg, Md.

Bishop Ronald Gainer will be the celebrant and homilist for the Mass that day, 
with priests of the Diocese of Harrisburg concelebrant.

The day will begin at 10 a.m. with opening remarks at St. Mary’s Chapel on the 
Hill. The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available from 10:15-11:30 a.m. 
The Rosary will be prayed at 11:30 a.m., followed by the celebration of Mass at 
noon, both in the Grotto, weather permitting. 

Lunch will take place from 1:15-2:15, and attendees must bring their own lunch. 
The Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary and Prayer of Consecration will take place 
from 2:15-2:45 p.m. in the Grotto, weather permitting. A Holy Hour from 3-4 
p.m. in St. Mary’s Chapel on the Hill will conclude the day. Bishop Gainer will be 
the homilist during the Holy Hour.

All are welcome this day to join with Bishop Gainer to pray for peace through 
the conversion of hearts, and to receive God’s blessings through Mary, Mother of 
God, and Mother of the Church.  

There is no need to register. Pilgrims must provide their own transpor-
tation and lunch. If there are any questions, contact Deacon Tom Lang at 
DeaconTomLang@verizon.net or 717-599-1973. 
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Christopher West Examines Theology of the Body at Diocesan 
Conference in Advance of World Meeting of Families

Noted author and presenter Christopher West presents one of four talks on St. John 
Paul II’s teachings on the Theology of the Body at the Cardinal Keeler Center in 
Harrisburg July 11.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness 

Noted author and speaker on St. John 
Paul II’s lectures on the Theology of the 
Body, Christopher West told a crowd 
gathered for a diocesan conference on the 
family that we can’t have a correct under-
standing of ourselves and family life “un-
less we seek eternal ecstasy  in the mar-
riage of Christ and the Church.”

Mr. West offered four presentations 
during the daylong conference, “Family, 
Become What You 
Are!” held July 11 
at the Cardinal Kee-
ler Center in Har-
risburg as a means 
of preparing minds 
and hearts for the 
World Meeting of 
Families to be held 
in Philadelphia in 
September. The 
conference included 
praise and worship 
music offered by 
Jason Clark, an op-
portunity to receive 
the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, and 
concluded with 
Mass celebrated 
by Bishop Ronald 
Gainer.

The title of the 
conference comes 
from John Paul II’s 
call for the family to 
“become what you 
are” in his 1981 Ap-
ostolic Exhortation 
Familiaris Consortio, on the role of the 
Christian family in the modern world.

In a series of four talks – on divine 
love and spousal love, on the teaching of 
Christ, on the great mystery of marriage, 
and on living the Divine Plan – Mr. West 
unpacked John Paul II’s teachings on the 
Theology of the Body, the saint’s integrat-
ed vision of the human person, presented 
over a period of 129 Wednesday Audienc-
es between 1979 and 1984.

The ideas of family, marriage, sexual-
ity and the person made in the image of 
God all relate to each other. “They are 
not a footnote in the Christian life. These 
questions take us into the very heart of the 
Gospel,” Mr. West said.

He called upon conference attendees to 
consider two opposite, yet both dangerous, 
approaches to human sexuality: “the star-
vation diet” and the “fast food Gospel.”

The starvation diet, he explained, is one 
in which Christians suppress the funda-
mental desires of their hearts for love, and 
their yearning for the infinite.

The fast food Gospel, on the opposite 
end of the spectrum, is the secular world’s 
way of offering immediate satisfaction, re-
gardless of the consequences.

Krista and Mark Lookenbill of St.  
Vincent de Paul Parish in Hanover 
join in prayer at the start of the family  
conference July 11. They celebrated 
their 19th wedding anniversary in June.

“If you think Christianity is a starvation 
diet, you will fall for the lies of the secular 
world and its fast food Gospel, a promise 
of immediate gratification,” he said. “We 
yearn for the infinite, while the world 
wants to give us something finite.”

The starvation diet and the fast food 
diet both lead to death, and this is why our 
families are crumbling, Mr. West offered.

When it comes to addressing our de-
sires, there are three ways we can act upon 
it: as a stoic, by suppressing our desires; as 
an addict, by indulging in them; or as an 

aspiring mystic, by 
opening our yearn-
ings for the finite 
to the infinite with 
prayer.

“To discover what 
love and family re-
ally are, go back to 
God’s original plan,” 
Mr. West said. “Re-
flect on creation, our 
fall, and our redemp-
tion.”

In his thesis state-
ment on the Theol-
ogy of the Body, St. 
John Paul II said:

“The body, and it 
alone, is capable of 
making visible what 
is invisible: the spiri-
tual and the divine. It 
was created to trans-
fer into the visible re-
ality of the world the 
mystery hidden since 
time immemorial in 
God, and thus be a 
sign of it.”

Reflecting on this statement, Mr. West 
offered that “A culture of death is by defi-
nition a culture that separates the body and 
the soul. You have spiritual people on one 
hand and carnal people on the other. Both 
are dead.”

There are Christians who are prone to 
believe that they can lead only spiritual 
lives, and that their bodies are bad, while 
the secular world rejects spirituality from 
their bodies. 

“Christ came to give us life to the full-
est. It happens through the Resurrection, 
which reunites us, body and soul,” Mr. 
West said.

He proposed that the world today lacks 
the ability to “see the body rightly.” Judg-
ment, possession, pornography and hatred 
of the body stem from sin – either our view 
of the person as a sinner, or our own sin-
fulness, Mr. West remarked. Both obscure 
our ability to see God in other people.

“If we see someone’s body with purity 
of heart, we will see God,” he said. 

Mr. West spoke at length on man and 
woman’s creation for communion and 
procreation, and the goodness of fertility. 
The union of man and woman, he said, 
points to Heaven.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Bishop Ronald Gainer greets engaged couple Erick Manzanares and Sandra Ortiz 
of St. Jude Thaddeus Parish in Mifflintown as participants gather for the “Family, 
Become What You Are!” conference at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg.

“Christianity is the union of the bride-
groom and the bride in eternal bliss and 
joy beyond our wildest imaginings,” he 
said. “We have no idea who we are, why 
we’re here, why we’re male and female, 
and how the family can become what it is 
unless we seek eternal ecstasy in the mar-
riage of Christ and the Church.”

Mr. West heartened conference-goers to 
strive to live God’s Divine Plan. 

“The fundamental cell of society is 
the family. The reason there is chaos in 
the world is because there is chaos in the 
family,” he said. “So we have to go even 
deeper, to the nucleus of the cell, the con-
jugal union,” which builds and shapes the 
family.

“We need to demonstrate to the modern 
world that the Church’s teaching is not a 
prudish list of prohibitions…but an invi-
tation to the wedding feast,” to which the 
starvation diet and the fast food diet can 
never come close, he said.

Living out the Theology of the Body 
and living out God’s Divine Plan requires 
us to grow in our prayer lives, receive the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation regularly, 
and receive the Holy Eucharist frequently, 
Mr. West said.

“If the Eucharist is real, then this means 
infinite Bread has come down from Heav-
en to satisfy our infinite hunger,” he said. 
“That desire and yearning that so many of 
us have been trying to suppress our whole 
lives can be brought to the altar for the 
Bread of Life.”

In his homily during Mass that he cel-
ebrated at the close of the conference, 
Bishop Gainer reiterated a passage on the 
nobility of marriage and the family from 
Gaudiam et Spes, the Pastoral Constitu-
tion on the Church in the Modern World, 
promulgated by Pope Paul VI in 1965:

“The well-being of the individual person 
and of human and Christian society is in-
timately linked with the healthy condition 
of that community produced by marriage 
and family. Hence, Christians and all men 
who hold this community in high esteem 
sincerely rejoice in the various ways by 
which men today find help in fostering this 
community of love and perfecting its life, 
and by which parents are assisted in their 
lofty calling….

Yet the excellence of this institution is 
not everywhere reflected with equal bril-
liance…married love is too often profaned 
by excessive self-love, the worship of plea-
sure and illicit practices against human 
generation….

Yet, the power and strength of the in-
stitution of marriage and family can also 
be seen in the fact that time and again, 
despite the difficulties produced, the pro-
found changes in modern society reveal 
the true character of this institution in one 
way or another. (47)”

“The analysis of an urgent See regarding 
the nobility of marriage and family is real-
istic and yet, as we need to be in preaching 
the Gospel of Jesus, optimistic,” Bishop 
Gainer said. “The Council Fathers said 
that the very nobility of this institution of 
marriage and family is undeniable, and it 
will, of course, prevail. Truth will prevail 
because Jesus will prevail, and Jesus is the 
Truth, the Way and the Life. 

“That’s the reason why we, who want 
the world the know these truths on which 
we feasted today, share in that same opti-
mism,” he said. 

(A wealth of materials, videos, teach-
ings and educational sessions on the The-
ology of the Body can be found online at 
www.TheTheologyoftheBody.com.)

Chase and Brandi Defelice of 
St. Catherine Labouré Parish  
in Harrisburg hold their  
five-month-old son, Cooper,  
at the family conference.
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Mary and Joseph are models of 
Christian marriage.

They are devoted spouses, nurturing 
parents, dedicated workers, and will-
ing volunteers – textbook examples of 
a life lived in Christ.

This year marks an astounding 75 
years of marriage for Mary and Jo-
seph – the Costellos – members of St. 
Monica Parish in Sunbury.

From their dining room table in their 
first-floor apartment in Sunbury, Mary 
and Joseph reminisce about their 75 
years as husband and wife.

Their apartment is decorated with 
vintage family photos, religious art-
work, statues of saints and angels, and 
fertile plants that Joseph has a knack 
for growing.

“God is certainly with us,” Mary, 
94, says in her quiet voice. She looks 
across the table at her husband, and 
they both wipe away emotional tears 
full of love and of days gone by.

Joseph, who proudly proclaims that 
he will be 98 in December, is his wife’s 
caretaker these days. When she broke 
her pelvis three years ago, he vowed 
to follow doctors’ strict rules of care 
for her in their apartment in lieu of her 
moving into a nursing home. 

“My job right now is to take care of 
Mary, and that is what I’m dedicated 
to do,” he said.

Their daughter, Jean Smith, a mem-
ber of Queen of the Most Holy Rosary 
Parish in Elysburg, and their son, Jo-
seph Costello, a member of St. Mon-
ica’s, check in daily with the couple.

“Dad has done a wonderful job tak-
ing care of her,” said Jean, sitting at 
the table with her parents. “He has 
really stepped up to the plate to do 
housework, cook, and bathe her.”

“They’ve always taken good care of 
each other over the years,” she said. 
“When he was sick, she picked up on 
her part, and vice versa. They are a 

COURTESY OF MARY AND JOSEPH COSTELLO
Mary and Joseph Costello, members of St. Monica Parish in Sunbury, marked 
their 75th wedding anniversary on January 26. Father Fred Wangwe, pastor of 
St. Monica’s, blessed the couple during a Mass, as family and friends gathered to 
celebrate in the church and at the Hotel Edison.

Sunbury Couple Counts  
Blessings of 75 Years of Marriage

blessing to each other.”
Mary and Joseph’s love story began 

more than 75 years ago in Pittston, Pa., 
a town north of Wilkes-Barre. 

Both were born in Luzerne County 
– Joseph in 1917 and Mary in 1921. 
When Joseph was three years old, his 
parents, natives of Italy, returned to 
their roots. Joseph spent his childhood 
in Italy before returning to Luzerne 
County at the age of 19 to live with his 
aunt and uncle.

Mary’s parents were friends with Jo-
seph’s aunt and uncle, and so the two 
teenagers eventually met each other 
and forged a relationship via the fam-
ily connection.

“I would be invited to Mary’s par-
ents’ house every Sunday, and before 
we knew it, we got married,” Joseph 
said.

They exchanged vows at Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel Church in Pittston 
on January 26, 1940.

During World War II, while Mary 
raised their two children, Joseph 
worked a defense job inspecting Navy 
shells. When the war ended, Joseph, 

having experience from a custom tai-
lor apprenticeship from his teenage 
years in Italy, embarked on a career 
in men’s clothing that brought the 
Costello family to 
Sunbury. His work 
in the trade includ-
ed 46 years at Bob 
Newman’s Fine 
Men’s Clothing 
store, from which 
he retired at age 84.

Mary worked for 
a time as a hand-
presser for Champ 
Hats, then devoted 
her spare time to 
volunteer efforts 
with the Red Cross, 
Meals on Wheels 
and a local nursing 
home.

As members of the former St. Mi-
chael the Archangel Parish in Sunbury 
(now St. Monica’s), the Costellos gave 
their time and talents to the Church as 
well – most notably to the parish’s 
First Friday Dinners that raised funds 

for the expansion of a church-auditori-
um and school in the late 1940s.

“We volunteered however we could 
to help the church,” Joseph said. “We 
always said yes, even as I worked 9 
a.m.-9 p.m., six days a week.”

They speak of particular pastors with 
whom they have enjoyed personal re-
lationships over the years: Msgr. Paul 
Adair, Father Joseph Fennessy, Father 
William Haviland, and Father Fred 
Wangwe, St. Monica’s current pastor.

“Those four priests are the pinnacle 
to us. We have loved them greatly,” Jo-
seph remarked. “But we have always 
gotten along with all our pastors and 
appreciated what they brought to the 
Church. We’ve turned to the Church in 
joy and in sorrow.”

The joys surrounded their wedding, 
their children’s weddings, the sacra-
ments that their two grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild have received, 
and a happy family life.

The sorrows came with the deaths of 
their son-in-law, James, in 2009, and 
their daughter-in-law, June, in 2011. 

“It broke our 
hearts,” Joseph said 
of their deaths, as 
he reached for his 
wife’s and daugh-
ter’s hands.

“When we were 
at the cemetery 
when my daughter-
in-law died, I asked 
our pastor, ‘What 
did Mary and I do 
that our daughter-
in-law and son-in-
law died within two 
years of each other? 
I’m not blaming 
God, but I am con-

fused,’” Joseph recalled. “The priest 
told me, ‘You should have peace for 
yourself. My advice is to keep your 
children close.’”

After recounting that conversation, 
Joseph paused and looked at his wife 
and daughter.

“Well, are we close?” he asked them. 
“Nine days out of ten, we have lunch 
here together. Jean and Joseph check 
on us every day. What these kids do 
for us means the world.”

“Our children have been a blessing 
to us,” Mary concurred. “We are grate-
ful that we are still together with each 
other and with our children.”

In the precious time they share, 
Mary and Joseph and their children 
talk about trips they have taken, Jo-
seph’s decades of work in the clothing 
industry, family history, parish life and 
current events. It’s never quiet at their 
dinner table.

Mary and Joseph have been asked 
on numerous occasions to share their 
thoughts on the secret to a long and 
happy marriage.

“Have patience and cooperate with 
each other,” Mary said. “And know 
that God is with you.”

“We’ve just taken things one day at 
a time, whatever the day brought,” Jo-
seph said. 

“I tell couples to remember the prom-
ise you made when you got married,” 
he said. “Seventy-five years after we 
made that promise, I’m still here with 
her. God has been good to us.”

“I tell couples to  
remember the promise  

you made when you got 
married. Seventy-five  
years after we made  

that promise, I’m still  
here with her. God has  

been good to us.”
~ Joseph Costello, age 98
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During Mass of Episcopal Ordination, Bishop Malesic 
Extols Greensburg Faithful in Building up the Kingdom

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Newly-ordained Bishop Edward Malesic elevates the Eucharist during the cel-
ebration of the Liturgy of the Eucharist from the altar at Blessed Sacrament Ca-
thedral.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Bishop Edward C. Malesic, upon 
his ordination and installation 

as the Fifth Bishop of Greensburg on 
July 13, extolled the clergy, religious 
and laity of his diocesan Church in 
their work for the Kingdom.

“None of us can do as much good 
alone as when we do it together – es-
pecially when we reach out to those 
who are most in need in our society: 
the weak, the poor, the unborn, the el-
derly, the unemployed, and those who 
are simply lost in this life. Let’s serve 
them in a special way together,” Bish-
op Malesic, 54, said in his remarks 
during the Mass of Ordination and 
Installation at Greensburg’s Blessed 
Sacrament Cathedral.

Bishop Malesic, a priest of the Dio-
cese of Harrisburg for 28 years, was 
appointed by Pope Francis to the Di-
ocese of Greensburg, where he suc-
ceeds Bishop Lawrence Brandt, who 
served as bishop there from 2004 until 
his retirement earlier this year.

At the time of his appointment, 
Bishop Malesic was serving as Judi-
cial Vicar of the Diocese of Harrisburg 
and pastor of Holy Infant Parish in 
York Haven. As chief shepherd of the 
Diocese of Greensburg, established in 
1951, he will oversee a Catholic popu-
lation of nearly 149,000 in 78 parishes 
across four counties.

Trumpet fanfare and joyful songs 
– “Go Up to the Altar of God” and 
“Risen Lord We Gather Round You” 
– beckoned forth two grandiose En-
trance Processions of various digni-
taries, Knights and Dames of Mal-
ta, Knights of the Holy Sepulchre, 
Knights and Ladies of St. Gregory, 
civil leaders, elected officials, mem-
bers of the ecumenical and interfaith 
communities, seminarians and clergy, 
including more than 20 bishops, 140 

priests from the dioceses of Harrisburg 
and Greensburg, and 15 deacons.

Among them were Archbishop Car-
lo Viganò, Apostolic Nuncio to the 
United States, who read the letter from 
Pope Francis calling the bishop-elect 
to episcopal ministry and naming him 
Bishop of Greensburg; Archbishop 
Charles Chaput, O.F.M., Cap., Met-
ropolitan Archbishop of Philadelphia 
and the principal ordaining bishop; and 

co-ordaining bishops, Bishop Ron-
ald Gainer of Harrisburg and Bishop 
Lawrence Brandt, Bishop Emeritus of 
Greensburg.

The cathedral, filled to capacity with 
overflow seating in the social hall 
downstairs, erupted in applause after 
the apostolic nuncio read the decree, 
which was shown to those gathered as 
the Rite of Ordination began after the 
Liturgy of the Word.

Archbishop Viganò spoke of the 
need for courageous witnesses who 
are convinced and convincing, wit-
nesses who are not ashamed of Christ 
and his Cross.

Addressing Bishop-Elect Malesic, 
he told him to be a true witness to 
Christ, “to love all those whom God 
has placed in your pastoral care: the 
clergy, religious and lay faithful, espe-
cially the poor, infirm and homeless, 
the community at large.”

Archbishop Chaput then read a hom-
ily prepared by the Catholic Church 
for the occasion of the ordination of 
deacons, priests and bishops, inter-
spersing his own reflections within.

“Beloved, consider carefully the na-
ture of the rank in the Church to which 
our brother is about to be raised,” he 
read from the prepared homily.

The word “raised” in this context, 
does not mean that the person receiv-
ing the Sacrament of Holy Orders is 
being lifted higher than the rest of us, 
he said. Rather, it means that, through 
an act of the Church, the individual be-
ing ordained is being lifted “as an ex-
ample of the love of Jesus Christ,” the 
archbishop said. “He is being raised 
up for you to see the love of Jesus.”

“In the bishop surrounded by his 
priests, our Lord Jesus Christ himself, 
having become High Priest forever, is 
present among you. For, through the 
ministry of the bishop, Christ himself 
never fails to proclaim the Gospel and 
to administer the sacraments of faith to 
those who believe,” Archbishop Cha-
put said. “Through the bishop’s exer-
cise of his duty as father, Christ him-
self adds new members to his Body. 
Through the bishop’s wisdom and pru-
dence, it is Christ himself who leads 
you in your earthly pilgrimage toward 
eternal happiness.”

Addressing Bishop-Elect Malesic 
directly, the archbishop said, “The ti-
tle of bishop is one of service, not of 
honor, and therefore a bishop should 
strive to benefit others rather than lord 
it over them. Such is the precept of the 
Master: the greater should behave as 
the least and the ruler as the servant. 
Preach the word in season and out of 
season; reprove with all patience and 
sound teaching. As you pray and offer 
sacrifice for the people committed to 
your care, devote yourself wholeheart-
edly to seeking every kind of grace for 
them from the fullness of Christ’s holi-
ness.”

The archbishop concluded, address-
ing the bishop-elect, “Keep watch 
over the whole flock, in which the 
Holy Spirit appoints you to govern the 
Church of God: in the name of the Fa-
ther whose image you represent in the 
Church; and in the name of his Son, 
Jesus Christ, whose office of Teach-
er, Priest and Shepherd you will dis-
charge; and in the name of the Holy 
Spirit, who gives life to the Church of 
Christ and by his power strengthens us 
in our weakness.”

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Wearing a zucchetto on his head, Bishop-Elect Edward Malesic enters Blessed Sacrament Cathedral in Greensburg July 
13 for the Mass of Episcopal Ordination and Installation.
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CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Bishop-Elect Edward Malesic converses with the three Harrisburg diocesan priests who presented the episcopal insignia – 
the ring, the miter and the crosier – during the Rite of Ordination. From left are Msgr. William King, pastor of St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg; Father Paul Helwig, pastor of St. Margaret Mary Parish in Harrisburg; and Father 
Charles Persing, pastor of Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in McSherrystown.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
The papal decree calling Bishop-Elect Edward Malesic to episcopal ministry and appointing him the Fifth Bishop of Greensburg is shown to the congregation at 
Blessed Sacrament Cathedral.

The Rite of Ordination continued in 
front of the altar, as Archbishop Chaput 
questioned Bishop-Elect Malesic on 
his resolve to uphold the faith and to 
discharge his duties as a bishop. Then, 
the bishop-elect prostrated himself be-
fore the altar as the congregation knelt 
and joined in the Litany of Supplica-
tion, invoking the intercession of the 
saints on his behalf. 

Archbishop Chaput, as the principal 
ordaining bishop, and then Bishops 
Gainer and Brandt, as co-ordaining 
bishops, laid their hands on Bishop-
Elect Malesic’s head. The other bish-
ops present also imposed their hands 
on his head, in a sign of fraternity.

As Bishop-Elect Malesic knelt be-
fore the altar, the Book of the Gospels 
was placed over his head as a reminder 
of his obligation to preach the Word 
of God. During this time, all bishops 
joined in the Prayer of Ordination.

The Laying on of Hands and the 
Prayer of Ordination conferred upon 
Bishop Malesic the fullness of the 
priesthood with the power to teach, 
sanctify and govern as a bishop.

Archbishop Chaput then anointed 
Bishop Malesic with sacred Chrism, a 
sign of the full share in the priesthood 
of Christ which he had just received. 
The archbishop then presented him 
with the Book of the Gospels.

Three priests of the Diocese of Har-
risburg then came forward with the 
episcopal insignia, which Archbishop 
Chaput gave to Bishop Malesic. Msgr. 
William King, pastor of St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg, 
brought forth the episcopal ring, a sym-
bol of the bishop’s fidelity to the bride of 
God, the Church. Father Paul Helwig, 
pastor of St. Margaret Mary Parish in 
Harrisburg, brought forth the miter, 
a sign of the bishop’s resolve to pur-
sue holiness. Father Charles Persing, 
pastor of Annunciation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Parish in McSherrystown, 
brought forth the crosier, a sign of the 
bishop’s duty of guiding and governing 
the Church entrusted to him. 

Bishop Lawrence Brandt, 
Bishop Emeritus of 
Greensburg, who served 
the diocese from 2004 
until his retirement  
earlier this year, prepares 
to impose his hands on 
the head of Bishop-Elect 
Edward Malesic.
EMILY M. ALBERT,  
THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
The Book of the Gospels is placed over the head of Bishop-Elect Edward Malesic, as a reminder of one of his primary obligations to preach the Word of God. During 
this part of the rite, the Prayer of Ordination is prayed. The Laying on of Hands and the Prayer of Ordination together confer upon the elect the fullness of the priest-
hood with the power to teach, sanctify and govern as a bishop in the Church. At right, holding the Book of the Gospels, is Deacon Joe Kramer, a close friend of Bishop 
Malesic and deacon at Holy Infant Parish in York Haven.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Archbishop Carlo Maria Viganò, the Apostolic Nuncio to the United States, im-
poses his hands on the head of Bishop-Elect Edward Malesic. The bishops pres-
ent for the Mass laid their hands on his head after the ordaining bishops, in a sign 
of fraternity.

Bishop Malesic was then seated in 
the cathedra, or bishop’s chair, taking 
his position as chief shepherd of the 
Diocese of Greensburg. As a sign of 
welcome, the other bishops present ex-
changed a fraternal kiss with him. 

The solemn Mass then continued 
with the Liturgy of the Eucharist, with 
Bishop Malesic joined at the altar by 
his brother bishops.

    During the Concluding Rites, Bish-
op Malesic offered his first blessing 
to the congregation, making his way 
through Blessed Sacrament Cathedral, 
including to the choir balcony, where 
members of Holy Infant Parish in York 
Haven – where he served as pastor for 
11 years – were seated. 

In his remarks at the conclusion of 
the nearly three-hour Mass, the bishop 
expressed gratitude to those in atten-
dance, including the faithful from Holy 
Infant, in the process of building a new 
church.

“Get that new church built so I can 
come back to dedicate it!” he told the 
parishioners, who responded with ap-
plause. 

Bishop Malesic also thanked Deacon 
Joe Kramer, his good friend and dea-
con at Holy Infant, and the priests of 
the Diocese of Harrisburg. “I love the 
priesthood, and I love calling all of you 
brothers,” he said.

He expressed gratitude for the gra-
ciousness of Archbishop Viganò and the 
leadership and friendship of Archbish-
op Chaput, Bishop Gainer and Bishop 
Brandt. He also gave his appreciation 
for the presence of the consecrated men 
and women at the Mass. “Your witness 
to the poverty, chastity and obedience 

of Jesus is medicine that is needed by 
our modern world,” he said.

Recognizing his father, Joseph, and 
his late mother, Elizabeth, as well as 
family members present, Bishop Male-
sic called upon parents to “do your 
best with your own kids. It’s not easy, 
I know, but try to give them what you 
were given: the faith. We face difficult 
headwinds from our culture, but be 
faithful to Jesus. That’s the best gift 
you can give your kids, old or young.”

He offered his thanks to God, “who 
created me, who redeemed me in 
Christ, and who called me to be a dis-
ciple and now a bishop of his Church.”

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
today and forever,” Bishop Malesic 
said. “Let us go forth knowing that we 
follow him alone, and may we always 
keep our eyes firmly fixed on the prize 
of our faith: our salvation.”

Bishop Malesic was born August 
14, 1960, in Harrisburg to Joseph A. 
and the late Elizabeth Schatt Malesic, 
and was raised in Enhaut. He is a 1978 
graduate of Central Dauphin East High 
School, and attended Lebanon Valley 
College for three years prior to enter-
ing seminary.

He received a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Philosophy in 1983 and a Mas-
ter of Divinity degree in 1987 from the 
Pontifical College Josephinum in Co-
lumbus, Ohio. He was ordained a priest 
for the Diocese of Harrisburg by then-
Bishop William H. Keeler on May 30, 
1987.
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Bishop Ronald Gainer of Harrisburg, a co-ordaining bishop along with Bishop 
Lawrence Brandt, imposes his hands on the head of Bishop-Elect Edward Male-
sic during the Rite of Ordination. The gesture confers the power of the Holy Spirit.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Archbishop Charles Chaput, the principal ordaining bishop, anoints the head of Bishop Edward Malesic with Sacred Chrism to signify the new bishop’s share in the 
priesthood of Christ.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Newly-ordained Bishop Edward Malesic receives the Book of the Gospels from Archbishop Charles Chaput.
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EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Bishop Edward Malesic receives his episcopal ring from Archbishop Charles Cha-
put, Metropolitan Archbishop of Philadelphia, as a sign of his fidelity to the Church.

He served as assistant pastor at St. 
Theresa Parish in New Cumberland 
from 1987-1989 and at St. Rose of 
Lima Parish in York from 1989-1992. 
In York, he also served as the Catho-
lic Campus Minister of York College 
of Pennsylvania. He served as cam-
pus minister at Millersville University 
and Franklin and Marshall College in 
Lancaster, and at Messiah College in 
Grantham.

He received his licentiate in Canon 
Law in 1998 and has served the Dioc-
esan Tribunal as Auditor, Adjutant Ju-
dicial Vicar and Secretary for Canoni-
cal Services. He was appointed Judicial 
Vicar in 2006. In 2004, he was appoint-
ed to Holy Infant Parish in York Haven, 
first as administrator and later as pastor. 

In a homily delivered during Eve-
ning Prayer on the vigil of the Mass of 
Episcopal Ordination and Installation, 
he reflected on the transition from Har-
risburg to Greensburg.
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Having been presented with the miter, the sign of his resolve to pursue 
holiness, Bishop Edward Malesic receives his crosier, the symbol of his 
duty to guide and govern the Church entrusted to him.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
During the Rite of Ordination, Bishop Edward Malesic exchanges a sign of welcome with 
his fellow bishops in fraternity, including Bishop William Waltersheid, a native priest of the 
Diocese of Harrisburg and current Auxiliary Bishop of Pittsburgh.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Surrounded by his fellow bishops, Bishop Edward Malesic takes his seat at the 
cathedra, the bishop’s chair in the cathedral.

Connie Hess, Auditor in the Tribunal of 
the Diocese of Harrisburg, receives Holy 
Communion from Bishop Edward Malesic.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Bishop Edward Malesic exchanges an embrace with his father, 
Joseph, at the conclusion of his Mass of Ordination and  
Installation as the Fifth Bishop of Greensburg. 

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

“So many life-chang-
ing events happen to all 
of us over the course 
of our lives: births and 
deaths, new relation-
ships and broken ones, 
marriages and ordina-
tions, good times and bad 
times. So many events 
in our lives are periods 
of change, and they call 
for great faith,” he said. 
“But when life changes 
for us, we are reminded 
that the Lord wants our 
faith to be stretched and 
strengthened.”

“Jesus, I trust in you. 
That is the mantra of the 
Divine Mercy image. It 
needs to be our mantra,” 
he said. “Jesus, no mat-
ter what – in good times 
and in bad, in sickness 
and in health – I trust in 
you.” 
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Parish Festivals and Picnics
Immaculate Heart of Mary in Abbottstown will hold their annual Parish 

Picnic on Sunday, Aug. 2 from 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Good food and games 
for all ages!

Come to a good old fashion Picnic Sat. July 18th at the Basilica Picnic 
Woods, 3113 Centennial Rd. Hanover, PA 17331. The Picnic begins at Noon 
with Homemade Chicken Corn Soup made in butcher kettles over a fire, an 
all you can eat fried chicken dinner starts at 3:00p.m. live band, kids games, 
13-jars, raffles and much more. Rain or shine! 

Come and party Slavic Style at St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Parish an-
nual Slavic Festival on Sunday, July 19 on the church grounds at 5408 Lo-
cust Lane, Harrisburg, PA from Noon until 9 p.m. Enjoy great homemade 
Eastern European foods to eat in or take out. Dance to The Polka WHOOOO 
and The Polka Quads. Take a Church tour, See world class iconography, 
chanting & singing demonstrations, shop in the Eastern European market. 
Play games for young and old, bingo, win at the theme basket and cash raf-
fles. Free admission and parking. (717) 652-1415 or www.stannbyz.org. 

Holy Angels Parish, Kulpmont, will hold its Parish Picnic on the eve-
nings of August 7 & 8. Entertainment by The Keystone Kids Starmakers Fri-
day 6-7PM, The Shoreliners on Friday & Saturday 7-11PM. Fantastic food, 
Basket Bonanza, Yard Sale, Games. Fireworks display Saturday, August 8 at 
10:00PM. 

Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Parish in Elysburg will hold a Lobster 
Fest Saturday August 29 beginning at 5 p.m. Lobster dinners, other delicious 
food, entertainment, children’s activities, theme baskets, fun for all! Lobster 
dinners must be pre-ordered by calling 570-672-2302 for tickets (3 dinner 
seatings).

St. Joseph Church in Berwick will hold its Italian Festival July 31 and 
August 1 and 2. Friday and Saturday from 4-9 p.m., and Sunday from noon-
5 p.m. Porkette, fireballs, meatballs, sausage, halushki, chicken parmigiana, 
chicken fingers, French fries, potato pancakes, fried dough, hotdogs, deep 
fried ravioli, deep fried pierogi, pizza, wedding soup, baked goods and ice 
cream. Pasta dinner Sunday. Money raffle, craft stand, kids’ games, basket 
raffle, games of chance and adult beverage pavilion. Entertainment by The 
Shoreliners on Friday, Polka Punch on Saturday and live entertainment on 
Sunday. No pets allowed.

St. Patrick Parish in Trevorton will hold its 18th Annual Festival, “Color 
Our World” on Aug. 14 and 15 from 5-10 p.m. Delicious ethnic foods, excit-
ing games for young and old, prizes and fun for all. Theme basket stand and 
cash raffles. Free entertainment nightly: “Stanky & the Coal Miners” Friday 
from 7-10 p.m., and “The New Individuals” Saturday from 6:30-9:30 p.m.

St. John the Baptist Parish in New Freedom will hold its parish picnic 
July 26 from noon-4 p.m. in the Father Capitani Social Hall. Parishioners are 
asked to bring a salad or dessert to share, and there will be food, games, face 
painting and entertainment.

    St. Joseph in Danville will have its Family Ethnic Festival Christmas in 
July Craft Fair on July 18 from 11 a.m.-8 p.m. on St. Joseph’s School grounds 
at the corner of Ferry and Walnut Streets. Menu includes halupki (stuffed 
cabbage rolls), haluski (cabbage with noodles), hot Italian sausage sandwich 
with onions and peppers, homemade meatball sandwiches, pierogies, BBQ, 
hotdogs and other homemade ethnic foods. Take-out available. Live music 
throughout the day, including Van Wagner.

Join us for our Annual Buchanan Valley Picnic Aug. 22 from noon until 
dusk, rain or shine. Homecooked family-style ham and chicken dinners will 
be served all day. Price is $10 for adults; $4 for children ages 6 to 12; and ages 
5 and under are free. To be held at the picnic grove at the St. Ignatius Loyola 
Church at 1095 Church Road, Orrtanna, the picnic has been a tradition for 
over 175 years.  Nestled in the quaint, and beautiful hills of Buchanan Valley, 
historically known for the capture of Mary Jemison in 1758 by the Indians, 
it is an old-fashioned picnic with games for the children, bingo, music, and 
good food. For more information, contact St. Ignatius Loyola Church at 717-
677-8012, 1095 Church Road, Orrtanna, PA 17353.

Parishioners and friends of St. Peter Parish in Columbia are invited to 
a Parish Picnic scheduled for Sunday, Aug. 16 on the deck of the “Columbia 
Crossing” building at River Park, Front and Walnuts Streets, beginning at 3 
p.m. Hotdogs, barbeque, paper products and drinks will be provided. Those 
whose last name begins with A-M should bring a side dish and those from 
N-Z are asked to bring a dessert. Games and activities are planned for both 
children and adults. $10 per household and $5 per single.

Holy Spirit Parish in Palmyra will hold its summer festival on August 7 
and 8 from 5-11 p.m. Lots of fun things to do, including bingo, silent auction, 
homemade food, bake sale, games of skill or chance. Visit our gigantic flea 
market with hundreds of household items. Bring your lawn chairs to sit & 
enjoy live entertainment both nights. See you there!

    St. Benedict the Abbot Parish in Lebanon will hold its annual summer 
festival August 7, 8 and 9 at St. Cecilia’s Parish Center. The fun begins Friday 
Aug. 7, from 5-10 p.m. and continues on Saturday from 5-10 p.m. and Sunday 
from 1-5 p.m. Friday from 7-10 p.m. will feature entertainment by “Not Quite 
Einstein.” Saturday from 6:30-10 p.m. features entertainment by “Burning 
House,” and on Sunday from 2-5 p.m., will be entertainment by “Mickey 
Santora.” Enjoy bingo, basket raffle, pony rides, Kiddie Korner, games, in-
flatables, beer tent and much more. Come out for the hot dogs, burgers, fries, 
pierogi, halupki, halushki, tacos, empanadillas, tamales, egg rolls, fried rice, 
and more, fun, and games at 750 State Drive.

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Williamstown will hold its Summer So-
cial July 18 and 19. Menu includes: pulled pork, mac n cheese, potato salad, 
baked beans, beverage and dessert for $8 per person, serving in our church 
social hall, 140 E. Market Street, Williamstown, PA on Saturday July 18 from 
5-7 p.m. and Sunday July 19 from 10:30 until gone. Eat-in or take out. Tickets 
are not required.

The names of the following deceased 
persons have been submitted by their 
parishes:

ABBOTTSTOWN – Immaculate Heart of 
Mary: Ray Gambrill, Preston Reese.

ANNVILLE – St. Paul the Apostle: Joseph 
Arnold, Jr.

BERWICK – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Charles  
Remington, Mary Lou Shiner.

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: Carol B. 
Phillips.

BLUE RIDGE SUMMIT – St. Rita: 
Charles Conrad, Lawrence  
MacLellan.

BUCHANAN VALLEY – St. Ignatius 
Loyola: Jane Harteis, Paul Strausbaugh.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: Albert G. 
Bogdan.

DALLASTOWN – St. Joseph: Donald F. 
Callahan, Mary Alfano  
Contino, Anthony J. Cucchiara, Elsie Mae 
Diederich, Doris Sanders,  
Margaret Savel, Paula A. Seymore

DANVILLE – St. Joseph: William Ryan.
ELIZABETHTOWN – St. Peter: John 

Arntz, Doris Clark, Pearl  
Monahan.

ENOLA – Our Lady of Lourdes: Sharon 
Toohey.

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis Xavier: 
Patricia Lawn.

HARRISBURG – Cathedral 
Parish of St. Patrick: Anthony Gross; St. 
Francis of Assisi: Francoise Furaha Kamaka.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: John D. 
Arntz, Louise Baseggio, Regina Chamberlain, 
Anna Pickett, Justine Wagner.

KULPMONT – Holy Angels: Florian 
“Ron” Bogutskie, Barbara Cort, Robert Lu-
cas, Ann Rosetta, Ann Scanzoni, Joseph Toth.

LANCASTER – Assumption BVM: 
Anthony Stammer; St. John Neumann: Fran-
cesca Castro, Bob Fasnacht, John F. Hunt, 
Grace McLellan, Eleanor Patounas, John 
“Ed” Trees.

LEBANON – Assumption BVM: Carol 
Arnold, Elizabeth Chaback, Lisa Clements, 
Richard Copeland, John “Butch” Folmer, 
Linda Hainly, Suzanne Troy.

LITTLESTOWN – St. Aloysius: Criselda 
Klein, Sue Komick.

MANHEIM – St. Richard: Fred Urban.
MARYSVILLE – Our Lady of Good 

Counsel: Jeremy Boyer. 

Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in July during the 
past 25 years:
Deacon Harold Alden, 1991
Deacon Joseph Broussard, 1992
Father Joseph Ceponis, 1997
Msgr. Joseph Kealy, 1997
Father Charles Procopio, 1997
Deacon Joseph Sahd, 1998.
Msgr. Cletus Wagman, 2001
Father Joseph Coyne, 2001
Deacon Gerard Kole, 2002
Father Ramon Rivera-Lopez, 2007
Father Daniel Mahoney, 2007.

MCSHERRYSTOWN –  
Annunciation BVM: Elizabeth Lucas.

MECHANICSBURG – St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton: Mary Ann  
Malatesta, Janice Poladian; St. Joseph: There-
sa DiCostanzo; St. Katharine Drexel: Robert 
Milletics, Sandra Thien Trang Tan Nguyen.

MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows BVM: 
Patti Frey.

MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the Apostle: 
Deanna Hines, Victorio Landi, Patricia 
Meyer, Dolores Story.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine Redeemer: 
Mary Rita Socoloski; Our Lady: Frances 
Angelo, John  
Hartenstein, Victor Olear.

NEW CUMBERLAND – St. 
Theresa: Mary Boob, Anthony Muscalus, Ann 
Rutkowski, Edwin Rysz.

NEW FREEDOM – St. John the Baptist: 
Adalaide Martello, June  
Schlaline, Thomas Trimble. 

PALMYRA – Holy Spirit: Sophie (Kor-
mancik) Mowery.

SELINSGROVE – St. Pius X: Mary 
“Teri” Adam. 

STEELTON – Prince of Peace: Deborah 
Ann Mesaric.

SUNBURY – St. Monica: Isabel F. Hause.
YORK – Immaculate Conception BVM: 

Gloria F. Mundis Back, Raymond Schmidt; 
St. Patrick: Martina Coll. 
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    Please see a separate listing  
for parish and school carnivals  

and picnics on page 12.

Spiritual Offerings
Prince of Peace Parish in Steelton is having a 

9-day Novena to St. Ann (grandmother of Jesus), from July 
18 to July 26. The schedule is as follows: Saturday, July 18 - 
Novena Prayers and Veneration of the Relic after the 5:00 p.m. 
Mass; Sunday, July 19 - Novena Prayers and Veneration of 
the Relic after the 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Masses; Mon-
day - Friday, July 20 - 24 inclusive - Rosary, Novena Prayers 
and Veneration of the Relic at 7:00 p.m.; Saturday, July 25 - 
Novena Prayers and Veneration of the Relic after the 5:00 p.m., 
Mass; Sunday, July 26 - Holy Hour with Exposition, Homily, 
Novena Prayers and Veneration of the Relic at 7:00 p.m. Come 
and spend some quiet time in prayer.   

A Musical Celebration of Faith, Hope, & Joy! 
Celebrant Singers will perform a concert, Thursday, July 23, 
at 7:00 p.m. at Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Church, 599 
West Center Street, Elysburg, PA 17824.Open to the public. No 
tickets required. Free will offering.

Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated July 
19 at 2 p.m. at St. Catherine Labouré Church in Harrisburg. 
Confessions are heard in English and Polish after every Mass.

A pro-life Mass will be celebrated August 1 at 8 a.m. at 
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church in Harrisburg. Fol-
lowing the Mass, the Rosary and the Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
are prayed in front of the Hillcrest clinic on Front Street. Call 
717-432-5415 for information.

Mass with prayers for healing will be celebrat-
ed Tuesday, August 4, at 7 p.m. in St. Theresa Church, New 
Cumberland. Rev. Jordan Hite, TOR will be the celebrant. The 
Mass is sponsored by Pilgrims of Praise and Life in the Spirit 
prayer groups. For more information, call Mary Ann at 717-564-
7709 or Loretta at 717-737-7551.

Retreats, Pilgrimages & Trips
Save the date, Sunday, September 27, live 

Simulcast of Pope Francis in Philadelphia at 
Sacred Heart Parish Center, Spring Grove. Come 
and join the community of Spring Grove, and York and Adams 
County for this special event including jumbo screens inside 
(and outside weather permitting), seating (you are welcome to 
bring your own as well), parking, restrooms, games for kids, 
a meal afterwards for all to share (free will offering is appreci-
ated). Visit www.sacredheartsg.com for more details.

Men’s Retreat: Catholic, Christian men, ages 
16 to 99, you are invited to experience a unique spiritual 
event. Father Larry Richards, the gifted preacher, teacher, 
author and retreat master, will be leading men in a one day 
retreat, “The Embrace of the Father”, on Saturday, August 29 
at Saint John the Baptist Catholic Church, 315 N. Constitution 
Ave., New Freedom, PA 17349. The retreat will be held in the 
Fr. Capitani Social Hall and will start at 7:30 a.m. and end at 
3:00 p.m. A light breakfast and lunch are included in the fee of 
$25, online in advance and $30 at the door. Reservations are 
strongly recommended and can be made through St. John’s 
website, www.sjbnf.org. Search Faith Formation/That Man Is 
You or at: http://www.eventsbot.com/events/eb416762366. The 
event is sponsored by TMIY! of Saint John’s. Your questions 
can be directed to Rich Sayers (717) 858-5618, or Carl Freidf-
hoff (717) 676-6799.

Annual Corpus Christi Men’s Retreat Set for 
July 31 Weekend. “Men of Christ, Men of the Church – 
Modeled on the Heart of Christ” is the theme for the 37th annual 
retreat for the men of the Diocese of Harrisburg, to be held the 
weekend of July 31 at Mount St. Mary’s University in Emmits-
burg, Md. The retreat, sponsored by Corpus Christi Parish in 
Chambersburg, will be led by Father Peter Hahn, pastor of St. 
Leo the Great Parish in Rohrerstown. Bishop Ronald Gainer 
will be the principal celebrant of the retreat’s Mass at 10 a.m. 
on Sunday morning at the Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes. The 
retreat is open to men ages 14 and older. Men are encouraged 
to bring their sons and grandsons. A $60 deposit is required to-
ward the total cost of $150. Reservations can be made through 
your local parish coordinator, or by contacting Paul Little at 
717-264-2577. All ages and abilities welcome to spend some 
time with Jesus.

Events & Fund-Raisers
Holy Trinity Parish in Columbia will hold a chicken 

barbecue Aug. 8 from 11 a.m.-2:30 p.m. in the school parking 
lot at 4th and Cherry streets, or at Susquehanna Fire Company 
at 10th and Manor streets. Cost of $7 includes half a chicken, a 
bag of chips and a drink. For tickets, call the parish at 717-684-
2711 or Judy Ott at 717-684-2075.

Saint Theresa School and the Saint Theresa 
Knights of Columbus Council 8921 are holding the 
2015 Saints Shootout and Monsignor Leitch Memorial Golf Out-
ing on Friday, September 11, 2015 at Valley Green Golf Course 
in Etters. Proceeds from the event help St. Theresa School 
students and the many charitable programs sponsored by the 
Knights. Event includes a continental breakfast/registration at 
8:00 a.m. followed by a 9:00 a.m. scramble with prizes, lunch 
and beverages. Entry free of $75 per golfer or $300 per four-
some. More information, including many sponsorship opportu-

nities, can be found by calling Matt Shore at (717) 774-7464 or 
Tom Hewitt by email at thewitt1@comcast.net.

Little Flowers Girls’ Club® will host their 
annual Mary’s Garden Party Camp at St. John the 
Baptist Catholic Church in New Freedom, PA on August 8, 
2015. All Catholic girls ages five and up and their mothers 
are invited, whether they have any previous involvement in 
Little Flowers Girls’ Club® or not. It is important to note that 
any girl under the age of ten must be accompanied by a 
chaperone older than 21 who will be responsible for her for the 
duration of the camp. The cost is only $50 per attendee and 
registration is online at http://www.beholdpublications.com/
SummerCamps/

The Knights of Columbus, The Pregnancy 
and Family Resource Center, and The York 
Revolution Present: Baseball For Babies: The Picnic! 
Picnic at the Park, 2 hour all you can eat buffet, beverages, 
play catch in center field, free autographs, kids run the bases 
after seeing York Revolution vs Somerset Patriots. Picnic 
will be held at Santander Stadium Right Field Picnic Area on 
August 23, gates open at 4 p.m. for a 5 p.m. game. Proceeds 
from the ticket sales are returned to the Knights of Columbus 
to help support the FPRC. (Must sell 54 tickets) Adults $27.50 
Kids (4-10) $14.00; Kids under 3 are free.

St. Joan of Arc Council of Catholic Women in 
Hershey will hold a rummage sale and flea market on July 
31 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. and August 1 from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
in the school cafeteria located at 359 Areba Ave. There will 
be bargains galore, clothing, books, household items, jewelry, 
games, puzzles, toys, knick-knacks and more. All proceeds go 
to charity.

The Knights of Columbus, Michael F. Bar-
rett Council 9875, is hosting a “Cruise For A 
Knight” car show on Saturday, September 12 at St. Paul 
the Apostle Church in Annville from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. All 
cars (original or modified, trucks, Euro and Asian imports) will 
be eligible to win a Trophy, the Pastor’s Choice or the Grand 
Knight Award. There will be music, games, great food, prizes 
and 50/50 drawings. For a copy of the registration form, con-
tact SK Don Hassenbein at 717-838-6307 or dhassenbein@
comcast.net. 

The 4th Annual Mid-Summer Madness 5k ben-
efitting the Silence Of Mary Home will be held on 
Saturday August 1, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. on the Bishop McDevitt 
High School campus. The registration fee is $25 until July 18 
and $30 thereafter. Register online at www.thesilenceofmary.
org  or through www.active.com. Any questions, contact Bill 
Schuck, (717) 877-1193.

Irish Festival/Hibernian Hunger Project: The 
Gettysburg Ancient Order of Hibernians is holding the 15th 
Annual Adams County Irish Festival on Saturday July 18 from 
10am until 5pm at Moose Park of Gettysburg (100 Moose 
Road). The festival features family fun for everyone with Irish 
music all day, dancers, living history displays, merchandise 
and food vendors. The festival benefits area hunger relief 
groups. Admission is $10 per person; children age 12 and 
under are free. Bring lawn chairs or blankets.  Visit www.
adamscountyirishfestival.org for more info.

Don’t miss out on St Joseph the Worker’s An-
nual Coach and Cash Bingo featuring 100% Authentic 
Coach Bags & Cash. Tickets are on sale and Bingo will be 
held August 23th at St. Vincent DePaul in Hanover. Don’t wait 
to purchase tickets; they sold out early last year. Donation is 
$20 for 21 games. Lots of door prizes and raffles, food is avail-
able. Call the parish office at 717-334-2510 for more informa-
tion, or to purchase tickets call Sandy Keller at 717-334-3512.

Cardiovascular Patient Support Group Meet-
ing to be held in July and August. Holy Spirit–A 
Geisinger Affiliate has teamed up with cardiologists, cardio-
thoracic surgeons, and health professionals to provide cardiac 
health education, as well as group support to patients, their 
families, and caregivers to promote lifelong heart healthy 
living. Holy Spirit’s “Spirited Hearts” cardiovascular sup-
port group meeting will be held on Wednesdays, July 22 
and August 26, from 6 to 7:30 p.m., in Holy Spirit Hospital’s 
Auditorium C&D. A question and answer session will follow the 
presentation. Professional counselors are available to talk with 
attendees during the last 30 minutes of the session.To register, 
please call 972-7690 or send an email to spiritedhearts@hsh.
org.

The DSCH Trio will perform in concert. Hear 
these exciting young musicians in a concert of music by 
Haydn, Beethoven, and Shostakovich on Saturday, July 25, 
at 7:00 PM at Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, 310 Hertzler 
Rd., Mechanicsburg, PA 17055. Violinist Gregory Glessner has 
served as concertmaster for the Messiah College Symphony 
Orchestra. Cellist Tetyana Pyatovolenko began her cello stud-
ies at the age of eleven in her native Ukraine. Pianist Daniel 
Glessner won the Young Artist Piano division at the Music 
Teachers National Association state competition in 2012. 
Program includes Piano Trio in A Major, Hob. XV:18 (Franz 
Joseph Haydn), Piano Trio in D Major, Op. 70, no. 1 (Ludwig 
van Beethoven), and Piano Trio in E Minor, Op. 67 (Dmitri 
Shostakovich). Free-will offering benefits parish building proj-
ect. See details of the program and performer backgrounds at 
www.steas.net/fine-music-benefiting-our-parish/.

St. John the Baptist’s Adult Faith Formation 
Program is excited to provide nine Bible Study courses for 
this fall. A variety of courses are available. Are you are inter-
ested in Church History, Catechism, Relationships, Theology, 
Prayer, Evangelization, Liturgy, the Mass, the Sacraments? 
Details available by calling the St. John the Baptist Religious 
Education Office (717) 235-2439. There is a fee for each 

course based on the length of the course and materials. Study 
Kits, i.e. workbooks, are used for the courses. Tuition is due at 
the time of registration. Registration for the courses will take 
place in the Atrium after all Masses at St. John’s the weekend 
of July 11/12 and 25/26. If you are unable to register during 
these times or have questions about the Bible Studies, please 
contact the Religious Education Office (717) 235 - 2439. If you 
have registered for courses in the past, please register for the 
fall course you would like to take. Parishioners and friends will 
be touched by and draw closer to the Lord through knowing 
him in His Word. Learn how to listen to the Lord through the 
Holy Scriptures and discern his plan for your life. Don’t keep it 
to yourself: Spread the Word about these wonderful oppor-
tunities! For the Great Adventure Promo, go to: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=9xtn36e2shw.

Parish, School  
& Organization News

A Woman’s Concern, a pro-life pregnancy resource 
medical center in Lancaster, is seeking Church Ambassadors, 
volunteers who represent A Woman’s Concern at their church. 
Their primary task is to communicate to their church leaders 
and overall church body about the needs and activities of A 
Woman’s Concern. Their goal is to have approximately two or 
three ambassadors per church. For a list of responsibilities and 
activities from which you can choose as a Church Ambassa-
dor, please contact Alison Adams at 717-394-1136, ext. 2, or 
alisonawc@frontier.com.

St. Anne’s Retirement Community in Colum-
bia is seeking volunteers to help transport Catholic residents 
in their wheelchairs to and from Sunday morning Mass at 
10:30 a.m. The commitment would be for two hours once a 
month, from approximately 9:45 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. If inter-
ested, contact Ken Giovanelli, Director of Pastoral Care, at 
285-6121, or kgiovanelli@stannesrc.org.

York Catholic High School has the follow-
ing employment opportunities available:  Math 
Teacher, Science Teacher, Part-time Art Substitute Teacher, 
Cafeteria Staff. Descriptions and requirements can be found 
on the YC website at www.yorkcatholic.org. For all positions, 
please send resume, certification, Diocesan application (caf-
eteria applicants should send a YC non-teaching application), 
a copy of state and federal clearances, and letter of interest to: 
Katie Seufert, Principal, York Catholic High School, 601 East 
Springettsbury Avenue, York, PA 17403, 717-846-8871, est. 
12, kseufert@yorkcatholic.org.

St. Joan of Arc School in Hershey is looking 
for an enthusiastic music teacher and a part-time 
school receptionist. The music teacher will teach private instru-
ment lessons during the school day to students in grades 4-8, 
and direct the school band. The school is also looking for a 
friendly and enthusiastic school receptionist who is computer 
literate and willing to learn and manage new programs. It is a 
job sharing position 2 1/2 days per week. Please contact Sister 
Eileen for details at 717-5330-2854 or sreileen@stjoanher-
shey.org. 

Lancaster Catholic High School Seeks Presi-
dent. A dynamic, charismatic, visionary leader and faith filled 
individual is sought to serve as our School President. This 
person will work in collaboration with the principal to passion-
ately guide us into the future. The successful candidate will be 
specifically responsible for leading our school, representing it 
to the wider Catholic community of Lancaster County, directing 
its strategic planning, guiding development and endowment 
in a spirit of collaborative leadership with the principal. The 
deadline for submissions is July 31, 2015. Visit www.lchsyes.
org for more information. 

Preschool Director: St. Philip the Apostle Par-
ish is hiring an experienced preschool director who is fully 
credentialed, (BA. BS in Ed, Early Childhood Development, or 
related field, Master’s degree preferred) to direct our Catholic 
Preschool.  he ideal candidate will be a team player working 
closely with the pastor, finance committee, parents and staff 
with a knowledge of Education Law and diocesan policies 
including criminal background checks. The program includes 
3 & 4 year olds, pre-k and extended day. A warm outgoing 
personality is desired with a basic love of children. The ability 
to establish and implement preschool program is a must. 
Leadership skills required. Strong computer, verbal and written 
communication skills are needed. This is a 10 month position, 
salary commensurate with experience and degrees. Submit 
your resumes to Susan Havey, Parish Manager, St. Philip the 
Apostle Parish, 2111 Millersville Pike, Lancaster PA  17603 or 
email shavey@hbgdiocese.org. 

The Guidance Department at Trinity High 
School has a part-time secretarial position available. Inter-
ested candidates must have strong computer skills, including 
expertise with Microsoft Word and Excel, strong interpersonal 
skills, be detail oriented, and be able to maintain the confidenti-
ality of the department.   
Interested candidates should submit their resume to Cecelia 
Stock, Director of Guidance via email, cstock@thsrocks.us.

Coaching opportunity for Boys Freshmen 
Basketball at Trinity High School. Please send inquiries to 
Gary Bricker, gbricker@thsrocks.us.

Sacred Heart School, Hanover is currently ac-
cepting applications for a Part-time Art Teacher 
for the 2015-2016 School Year. Applications must be sub-
mitted through the Diocese of Harrisburg found on at www.
hbgdiocese.org prior to resume submission. Résumés and 
clearances may be sent to the attention of Mrs. Noel, Principal. 
Applicants must have a teaching certificate and it is preferred 
to have an art education background. In addition to providing 
your résumé, one must provide current clearances. Applica-
tions for the position will be accepted through July 15 or until 
the position is filled. Please contact the school office at (717) 
632-8715 for more details or if you have any further questions.
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For more than a decade, the hazy days of sum-
mer have ushered in a climate of vocation dis-

cernment for young men and women in the Diocese 
of Harrisburg, through the innovative Quo Vadis 
Days and Fiat Days retreats hosted by the Office of 
Vocations.

As seminarians depart Mount St. Mary’s Seminary 
in Emmitsburg, Md., for the summer, young people 
move in: young men for Quo Vadis Days, held June 
21-25 this year, and young women for Fiat Days, 
held July 5-7.

Quo Vadis Days and Fiat Days:

Vocation Discernment Supported  
amid Peers, Seminarians, Clergy and Religious

Quo Vadis Days and Fiat Days  
continue on page 15

“[Fiat Days] is an 
appropriate place 
to reserve time for 

discernment and prayer, 
because sometimes the 
busyness of life doesn’t 

let us step back and 
listen to what God is 

calling us to do.”
~ Madeleine Robbins,

Four-year Fiat Days participant

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
A young woman uses free time to write in a journal 
during the Fiat Days discernment retreat.

What better place to discern a vocation – to re-
ligious life, married life, or single life – than at a 
seminary.

“In discernment, you consider where God is call-
ing you. That’s certainly a huge 
part of what takes place at semi-
nary,” said Father Ryan Fischer, 
parochial vicar at St. Joseph Par-
ish in Hanover. Ordained in June, 
he participated in Quo Vadis Days 
while he was a college student.

At Quo Vadis Days and Fiat 
Days, “you’re encountering 
things on a day-to-day basis and 
reflecting on them with God to see 
where he is calling you,” he said. 
“With more reflection and prayer 
after the retreat is over, you’re 
encouraged to see God in every-
thing.”

“Quo Vadis?” is Latin for, 
“Where are you going?” Legend 
says that Peter asked Jesus this 
question on the outskirts of Rome 
– Jesus was going to fulfill the Father’s will.

The Diocesan Office of Vocations hosted its in-
augural Quo Vadis Days in 2005, drawing 50 par-
ticipants. Within two years, the program reached its 
current average of 90 participants. Some 70 percent 
of the campers are repeat attendees, and 70 percent 
of the diocese’s seminarians have participated. 

The program offers young men ages 15-25 a 
unique opportunity to experience Morning and Eve-
ning Prayer, daily Mass, Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and 
presentations and private discussions with priests 
and seminarians. They days are also balanced with 
time for recreation and sports.

“If you put down on paper all the things that you 
do there – Adoration, Mass, Liturgy of the Hours, 
spiritual direction, quiet time and multiple talks on 
religious topics and vocations – it doesn’t appear to 
be a very exciting summer camp, but the fact is, the 
guys love it, and they come back for these experi-
ences year after year,” Father Fischer observed. “It 
really is a wonderful retreat opportunity.”

The intensive time of prayer, liturgy and talks mir-
rors the seminary experience in many ways, noted 
newly-ordained Father Matthew Larlick, parochial 

vicar at St. Catherine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg. 
He was a participant prior to entering the seminary.

“The success of Quo Vadis Days is because of the 
emphasis on Christian masculinity,” he said. “Often 

times, that is hidden, but Quo Va-
dis Days highlights those aspects: 
protecting, serving, sacrificing. 
There is something special about 
seeing young men in Eucharistic 
Adoration, praying the Liturgy of 
the Hours. These are experiences 
that are part of the Catholic tradi-
tion that men might not always 
otherwise see.”

Quo Vadis Days introduced a 
young Donald Bender to the litur-
gical life of the Church when he 
attended while discerning his vo-
cation.

“I encountered incense and pro-
cessions for the first time. It was 
also the first time I experienced 
Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer, 
Benediction and Adoration,” said 

Father Bender, who was ordained in June and now 
serves as parochial vicar at St. Patrick Parish in Car-
lisle.

“Quo Vadis Days completely immerses you in the 
liturgical life of the Church, while providing time for 
you to discern your vocation, whatever it may be.”

The lush and holy grounds of Mount St. Mary’s 
Seminary – nestled at the base of the National Shrine 
Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes – provide an atmo-
sphere conducive to contemplation and prayer.

Participants of Quo Vadis Days and Fiat Days 
frequent the seminary chapel, the Mount’s walking 
paths and grassy expanses, and the grotto grounds to 
reflect alone, or to converse with peers, seminarians, 
clergy or religious sisters.

During their separate discernment days, the young 
men and young women reside at the seminary and 
enjoy meals in the state-of-the-art dining hall. Quo 
Vadis Days participants are also treated to cookouts 
hosted by the Knights of Columbus.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Quo Vadis Days participants gather around a statue of Mary at the mini grotto on the grounds of Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md.
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Quo Vadis Days and Fiat Days

Fiat Days participants ask questions about religious life to Salesian Sister Colleen, 
who is the Vocations Director for her order.

Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister Danielle Therese engages in a conversation 
with a Fiat Days participant.

Bishop Ronald Gainer celebrates Mass in the seminary chapel for Fiat Days participants on July 6. 

Quo Vadis Days and Fiat Days  
continue on page 16
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Sister Marietta Therese, a member of the Sisters, Servants of the Most Sacred Heart, converses with a young woman as they walk the grounds surrounding Mount 
St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md.

Fiat Days began in the Diocese of Harrisburg in 2008, held 
in early November that year at the St. Cyril Spiritual Center in 
Danville. Its inaugural year hosted 13 young women, who partic-
ipated in daily Mass and prayer while interacting with religious 
sisters representing 12 different congregations.

Fiat Days is named for Mary’s “Fiat” to God’s plans for her to 
be the mother of Jesus. The program calls young women, ages 
15-25, to say “Yes” to God’s plan for their lives.

Like Quo Vadis Days, Fiat Days has also grown in number 
and in scope. This year, 52 women participated in the discern-
ment retreat, joined by 20 sisters from a dozen communities: the 
Sisters of Christian Charity, the Salesian Sisters, the Sisters of 
St. Francis of Philadelphia, the Daughters of Charity, the Sisters, 
Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, the Sisters of St. Jo-
seph, the Missionary Sisters of the Most Sacred Heart, the Sisters 
of the Holy Spirit, the Dominican Sisters of the Perpetual Rosary, 
the Sisters of St. Joseph the Worker, the Servants of the Lord and 
the Virgin of Matará, and the Sisters of the Good Shepherd.

The schedule of Morning and Evening Prayer, daily Mass, Ex-
position of the Blessed Sacrament, spiritual direction and dis-
cernment walks with the sisters offers a rare opportunity to see 
the life of religious sisters.

“Seeing the sisters during Mass and Adoration, when we’re 
spending time with the Lord, makes religious life very real for 
me,” said Madeleine Robbins, a graduate of Bishop McDevitt 
High School who just completed her freshman year at Seton  
Hill. “When I see them in their relationship with Jesus, I get a 
real glimpse of what their spiritual life is like.”
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“Quo Vadis Days 
completely immerses 
you in the liturgical 
life of the Church, 

while providing time 
for you to discern your 

vocation, whatever  
it may be.”

~ Father Donald Bender,
Parochial vicar of  

St. Joseph Parish in Hanover

Quo Vadis Days and Fiat Days

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Mass in the seminary chapel is a daily part of Quo Vadis Days. Bishop Ronald Gainer celebrated Mass for the participants 
on June 24. At right is Father Raymond LaVoie, Diocesan Director of Vocations.

A Quo Vadis Days participant kneels as Bishop Ronald Gainer elevates the Eu-
charist during Mass in the seminary chapel. Quo Vadis Days introduces young 
men to Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Morning and Evening Prayer, and 
other aspects of liturgical life.

This year marked Madeleine’s fourth 
time at Fiat Days. She first attended af-
ter her sophomore year in high school.

“It’s an appropriate place to reserve 
time for discernment and prayer, be-
cause sometimes the busyness of life 
doesn’t let us step back and listen to 
what God is calling us to do,” she said. 

Fiat Days gives young women like 
Madeleine a chance for authentic dis-
cussions about religious life and candid 
conversations with sisters.

Participants ask about the history, 
mission and process of entering the re-
ligious communities represented, and 
yearn to hear each sister’s discernment 
story.

“They ask a lot about what sisters give 
up in order to enter religious life,” like 
marriage, children, and careers, said Sis-
ter Colleen, the Vocation Director of the 
Salesian Sisters. “I would say they ask 
those questions because they don’t have 
a huge understanding of all that we gain 
from living in community.”

“By interacting with us, the girls learn 
the beauty of religious life, and also 
how it lifts the burdens of human suste-
nance,” Sister Colleen said. “For exam-
ple, in community, I don’t worry about 
having to do laundry, pay bills or cook 
food, because other sisters take care 
of that. And, as a religious sister who 
works with children, I have many kids 
in my life.”

Sister Colleen, who currently lives 
and works in New Jersey, has partici-
pated in Fiat Days five times.

“I always try to look for the character-
istics of the girls who are here, to help 
them keep their minds open to their vo-
cation, even to other 
orders that might 
not be represented 
here,” she said. “Fiat 
Days is about help-
ing them to discover 
God’s plan for their 
life, so that they 
can consider, ‘This 
is who I am, this is 
what I’m about, this 
is the work I would 
like to do – what 
will fit my personal-
ity and my desire for 
ministry?’”

For Madeleine, the 
most enlightening 
aspect of Fiat Days 
has been hearing the 
sisters’ vocation stories – their discern-
ment of God’s call, their struggles, their 
questions.

“I think about discernment every 

day,” she said. “Married life is so beau-
tiful and, from spending time with the 
sisters, I see that religious life is beau-

tiful too. I’m hoping 
that the Lord will tell 
me soon where I am 
supposed to go, but 
for now, I am wait-
ing to hear his call. 
One of my teachers 
in high school said, 
‘Either God will send 
you the man that you 
will spend your life 
with in marriage, or 
he wants you all to 
himself in religious 
life.’

“That’s OK,” Mad-
eleine said. “Either 
way, it’s a life lived 
in Christ.”

(For information 
on Quo Vadis Days, 

Fiat Days and vocation discernment in 
the Diocese of Harrisburg, visit www.
hbgdiocese.org/vocations, or send an e-
mail to vocations@hbgdiocese.org.) 

Above: Young men carry luminaries in a procession to the mini 
grotto, where they prayed the Rosary. 

Right: Diocesan seminarians lead a candlelight procession to 
the mini grotto located next to Mount St. Mary’s seminary.




