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Worshipers at St. Catherine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg sign a large scroll after Mass on Nov. 22 to send messages of love 
and support to the Sisters of Charity at Rue du Bac in Paris, France, following the terrorist attacks there.

Prayers  
for Paris
The community of St. Catherine La-

bouré Parish in Harrisburg is sending 
signatures and messages of support to 
the community of the Sisters of Char-
ity at Rue du Bac in Paris, France, to 
express their love, prayers and solidar-
ity as they recover from the recent ter-
rorist attacks on their city. This com-
munity of the Sisters of Charity is the 
same community of which St. Cathe-
rine Labouré, for whom the parish was 
named, was a member. 

St. Catherine Labouré Parish has a 
unique and close relationship with this 
community because of its status as 
the first parish in the world named for 
St. Catherine. The parish is blessed to 
have one of the 10 original surviving 
Miraculous Medals that were struck 
under the direction of St. Catherine 
herself and was one of the medals that 
she personally carried with her.

Two large scrolls were available for 
signatures beginning with the parish’s 
Miraculous Medal novena service 
Nov. 17 through the weekend Masses 
Nov. 21 and 22 before being sent to 
the Sisters of Charity in Paris. 

Catholic News Service

The U.S. bishops approved a formal statement on por-
nography and additions to their quadrennial statement on 
political responsibility at their Nov. 16-19 fall general 
meeting in Baltimore.

The votes were made during the public portion of the 
meeting, which ran Nov. 16-17. The bishops met in execu-
tive session Nov. 18-19.

The 2015 version of political responsibility document, 
“Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship,” passed 
210-21 with five abstentions, and a separate vote on the 
statement’s introductory note passed 217-16 with two ab-
stentions; two-thirds of diocesan bishops, or 181 votes, 
were needed for passage.

Additions to the document were made to reflect the 
teachings of Pope Francis and the later encyclicals of Pope 
Benedict XVI. But some bishops said the document does 
not adequately address poverty, as Pope Francis has asked 
the Church to do.

The most vocal critic was Bishop Robert W. McElroy of 
San Diego, who said he was concerned that because pov-
erty and the environment did not receive the same priority 
as abortion and euthanasia, that some people “outside of 
this room” would “misuse” the document and claim other 
issues did not carry the same moral weight.

The pornography statement, “Create in Me a Clean Heart: 
A Pastoral Response to Pornography,” says that “producing 

Politics Statements  
Take Center Stage  

at Bishops’ Meeting

More MEETING, page 6

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
The Trinity High School girls’ soccer team celebrates back-to-back state championships after their 
gold-medal win at Hersheypark Stadium Nov. 20. See page 16 for coverage.

Trinity Wins  
Back-to-Back Soccer Titles
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In his keynote address during the annual Diocesan 
Catechetical Conference, Bishop Ronald Gainer told the 
several hundred catechists gathered that, in their ministry, 
they share their relationship with Christ and Truth that has 
changed their lives.

“Whoever is called to teach Christ must first know 
Christ Jesus and the power of his Resurrection,” the bish-
op remarked. “How can we bring others into communion 
with Jesus unless we ourselves are striving, by God’s 
grace, to live in that communion and to foster that com-
munion within ourselves?”

The conference was held Nov. 14 at the Cardinal Kee-
ler Center in Harrisburg, with the theme, “Jesus, Incarnate 
Mercy.”

In his address, Bishop Gainer examined statistics from 
Pew Foundation surveys regarding Catholics, and reflect-
ed on the work of catechesis as outlined by the Church

Recent surveys by the Pew Foundation show the fol-
lowing statistics when it comes to adults who were raised 
Catholic:

• One-third of them are still practicing the faith
• 38 percent seldom or never practice the faith
• 3 percent have abandoned their Christian faith alto-

gether
• 14 percent consider themselves “unaffiliated” or 

“nones”
• 15 percent have joined the Protestant church
Other statistics indicate that 20.8 percent of adults in the 

United States identify themselves as Catholic, and 12.9 
percent identify as former Catholics. Half of Millennials 
(those born after 1980) who were raised Catholic have left 
the Church.

“I present these statistics not as a downer, but to say we 
have such opportunity,” Bishop Gainer said. “Let’s look 
at those unfortunate statistics as opportunities to hasten 
our desire, our zeal to foster the faith in those that are en-
trusted to our care.”

When surveyed, those who left the Catholic Church and 
joined another said that they didn’t have a personal re-
lationship with Christ until they became part of another 
faith.

“At the heart of catechesis is a person – not information, 
not an ideology,” the bishop said. “At the heart of cateche-
sis is the person of the living, risen, present Jesus Christ.” 

He then reflected on passages from the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church and the National Directory on Cat-
echesis regarding the Church’s perception of the ministry 
of catechesis, encouraging conference-goers to share their 
personal experience in proclaiming the Good News.

“My personal experience of Jesus Christ is what I bring 

Catechists Called to Share Encounter with Christ 

Bishop Ronald Gainer delivers his keynote 
address to several hundred catechists at the 
annual Diocesan Catechetical Conference, 
urging them to share their relationship with 
Christ with those they teach.

Bishop Ronald Gainer distributes Holy 
Communion during the celebration of  
Mass at the Diocesan Catechetical  
Conference Nov. 14.

Teresa Warlow of St. Bernard Parish in New  
Bloomfield bows her head in prayer during Mass.

in teaching, in preaching, in my ministry,” he said. “It’s 
why a day like today is so important to continue that en-

richment, to continue to recognize Christ in our 
midst, and what we asks of us,” the bishop said 
of the conference, which included 32 work-
shops spanning topics from apologetics, Scrip-
ture and Eucharistic Adoration for children to 
the saints, prayer life and the Year of Mercy.

On catechesis, the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church states (425-427):

“The transmission of the Christian faith con-

sists primarily in proclaiming Jesus Christ in order to lead 
others to faith in him. From the beginning, the first disci-
ples burned with the desire to proclaim Christ: ‘We cannot 
but speak of what we have seen and heard….’

“‘At the heart of catechesis we find, in essence, a Per-
son, the Person of Jesus of Nazareth, the only Son from 
the Father…who suffered and died for us and who now, 
after rising, is living with us forever.’ To catechize is ‘to 
reveal in the Person of Christ the whole of God’s eternal 
design reaching fulfillment in that Person. It is to seek the 
understand the meaning of Christ’s actions and words and 
of the signs worked by him.’ Catechesis aims at putting 
‘people…in communion…with Jesus Christ: only he can 
lead us to the love of the Father in the Spirit and make us 
share in the life of the Holy Trinity.’

“In catechesis ‘Christ, the Incarnate Word and Son of 
God,…is taught – everything else is taught with refer-
ence to him – and it is Christ alone who teaches – anyone 
else teaches to the extent that he is Christ’s spokesman, 
enabling Christ to teach with his lips…. Every catechist 
should be able to apply to himself the mysterious words 
of Jesus: ‘My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me.’”

“You enable Christ to come to your students and, 
through your lips, the words of Christ are imparted. This 
is our Church’s understanding of what you do. It’s Christ 
using your lips, your mind, your heart to convey the truth 
of who he is to those that we teach,” Bishop Gainer said.

He urged them to note that catechesis is not about im-
parting information.

“The very first thing we convey is the person of love, a 
commitment, a fidelity to the person of Christ,” the bishop 
said. “We want to put people in communion with Jesus. 
Only he can lead us to the love of Father in the Spirit and 
share in the life of the Holy Trinity.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

Retirement  
Fund for 
Religious
www.retiredreligious.org

Please give to those who have given a lifetime.

Photo: Sister Ann Hipp, CPPS, 95. ©2015 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC.  
All rights reserved. Photographer: Jim Judkis.

To donate:
National Religious Retirement Office 
3211 Fourth Street NE 
Washington DC 20017-1194
Make your check payable to Retirement Fund for Religious. 

Or give at your local parish.

The annual Retirement Fund for Re-
ligious collection will be held Dec. 12-
13 in the Diocese of Harrisburg. Now 
in its 28th year, the appeal is coordi-
nated by the National Religious Retire-
ment Office (NRRO) and offers support 
for senior Catholic sisters, brothers and 
religious order priests whose communi-
ties lack sufficient retirement funding. 
Some 33,000 women and men religious 
past age 70 benefit.

The Diocese of Harrisburg contrib-
uted $60,713.43 to the last collection. 
In 2015, the Sisters of Sts. Cyril and 
Methodius received financial assistance 
made possible by the Retirement Fund 
for Religious. Additionally, the Diocese 
of Harrisburg, in conjunction with the 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia and the 
Diocese of Allentown, also distributes 
funding to local religious communities 
to support retirement needs.

The 2014 appeal raised $28.3 million, 
and the NRRO distributed more than 
$25 million in monetary support to 395 
religious communities. Throughout the 
year, additional funding is allocated for 
communities with the greatest needs 
and for retirement planning and educa-
tional resources. Ninety-three cents of 
every dollar directly aids elderly reli-
gious; the remainder is used for admin-
istration and promotion of the appeal. 

“We are overwhelmed by the ongoing generos-
ity shown this appeal,” said Precious Blood Sister 
Janice Bader, the NRRO’s executive director. “Since 
the fund was launched in 1988, Catholics have do-
nated $755 million to assist religious communities 
in caring for their elder members.”

The U.S. bishops initiated the collection to address 
the significant lack of retirement funding among 
U.S. religious communities. Proceeds are distribut-
ed to eligible communities to help underwrite retire-
ment and health-care expenses. 

While the response to the collection is unprec-
edented, so is the need. The total cost of care for 
senior women and men religious has exceeded $1 
billion for each of the last six years. At the same 
time, the number of religious needing care is on the 
rise. In 2014, 66 percent of the religious communi-
ties providing data to the NRRO had a median age 
of 70 or older. Accompanying the higher median age 
is a decrease in the number of religious able to serve 
in compensated ministry, which further reduces the 
income available for eldercare. 

Retirement Fund for Religious  
Collection to be Taken December 12-13

Benefits 33,000 Sisters, Brothers, Priests in Religious Orders Pope Francis announced an ex-
traordinary jubilee, a Holy Year 
of Mercy, to be celebrated 
from December 8, 2015, to 
November 20, 2016. The 
special year will highlight 
the Catholic Church’s 
mission to be a witness 
of mercy. “No one can 
be excluded from God’s 
mercy,” the pope said in 
announcing the year. 

The biblical theme of the 
year is “Be merciful, just as 
your Father is merciful.” Tra-
ditionally, every 25 years the 
popes proclaim a holy year, which 
features special celebrations and 
pilgrimages, strong calls for conversion and repentance, 
and the offer of special opportunities to experience God’s 
grace through the sacraments, especially confession. 

The Diocese of Harrisburg will hold two special gather-
ings in conjunction with the opening of this special year:

Opening of the Jubilee Year of Mercy
Tuesday, December 8 at 6 p.m.

St. Patrick Cathedral
With the Universal Church, Bishop Ronald Gainer will 

celebrate the opening of the Jubilee Year of Mercy on 
Tuesday, December 8, 2015 on the Solemnity of the Im-
maculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary with the 
celebration of the Most Holy Eucharist at 6 p.m. at St. 
Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg. All faithful of the diocese 
are invited to attend. The South Street Parking Garage is 
available free of charge to all participants.

Opening of the Diocesan Door of Mercy
Sunday, December 13 at 4 p.m.

St. Lawrence Chapel to St. Patrick Cathedral
Bishop Ronald Gainer will solemnly open the principal 

Diocesan Door of Mercy at St. Patrick Cathedral on Sun-
day, December 13, 2015 at 4 p.m. in the context of Solemn 
Vespers for the Third Sunday of Advent. All the faithful 
of the diocese are invited to attend. The prescription for 
the solemn ritual involves gathering at a stational church 
with a procession to the Door of Mercy: we will gather at 
St. Lawrence Chapel, State Street, and process together 
to the Cathedral where Bishop Gainer will solemnly open 
the Door of Mercy and lead us through into this year of 
grace. Participants able to make the small pilgrimage 
are asked to gather at St. Lawrence Chapel by 3:50 p.m. 
Those unable to walk in procession are invited to go im-
mediately to the Cathedral. The South Street Parking Ga-
rage is available free of charge to all participants.

The Diocese of Harrisburg is looking for a technician 
with strong analytical skills and a desire to provide excel-
lent customer service to support the mission of the diocese.

This position provides assistance to end-users, technical 
staff and management for application and hardware imple-
mentation, integration, troubleshooting and support. This 
position also acts as project lead or resource for given tech-
nology implementation projects, application subject matter 
expert for various systems and applications and first and 
second-level support for receiving and resolving support 
issues for end-users.

The candidate must have a minimum of 2 years of expe-
rience with computer operations, network communication 
systems or in a setting with high exposure to end user com-
puting devices to be familiar with a variety of software, 
hardware, and software applications. 

Useful experience would include exposure to both shared 
and outsourced solutions, as well as support of in-house 
information and communication systems in a multi-site 
client-server environment. Additionally, experience is pre-
ferred in SQL database design and management, virtualiza-
tion technologies, Windows server and clients, MS Office, 
and infrastructure technologies.

Diocesan Celebrations to 
Open the Year of Mercy

Immediate Full Time Vacancy
Network/Application/ 

Project Support Technician
Are you frustrated, hurt or angry with your spouse? Are you constantly fighting? Or, do you simply 

shut down? Have you thought about separation or divorce? Does talking about it only make it worse? 
Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi,) is a weekend program that offers married couples the tools and 

techniques they need to help heal and renew their relationship. Retrouvaille is not a retreat, nor is it 
counseling or therapy. The entire weekend is confidential. There is no group interaction or group shar-
ing; rather, the interaction is solely between husband and wife.

 Retrouvaille is a program under the auspices of the Diocesan Office of Family Ministries. The next 
Retrouvaille weekend is scheduled for January 15-17, 2016. For more information and to register, please 
visit www.retrouvaille.org or call 717-938-8229.

Do You Feel Lost, Alone or Bored in Your Marriage?
Retrouvaille Provides Marriage Help!

Please send résumé and cover letter to  
employment@hbgdiocese.org.

Closing date is Thursday, December 10. 

Hundreds of religious communities also lack suf-
ficient retirement savings, due in part to historically 
low compensation. “Most senior religious worked 
for years for small stipends and did not receive retire-
ment benefits,” said Sister Bader. Religious commu-
nities are financially autonomous and thus respon-
sible for the support and care of all members. Annual 
distributions from the Retirement Fund for Religious 
provide supplemental assistance to help meet such 
day-to-day needs as prescription medications and 
nursing care. 

In addition to providing financial assistance, the 
NRRO offers education and resources that help re-
ligious communities stretch retirement dollars and 
plan for future needs. Strategic partnerships with 
various organizations further these efforts. For exam-
ple, support from the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation is 
underwriting the creation of programming and ma-
terials that promote the effective management and/
or divestment of outdated congregational properties. 

“We remain committed to ensuring the broadest 
and most beneficial use of donations to the Retire-
ment Fund for Religious,” said Sister Bader. 

Visit www.retiredreligious.org to learn more. 

November 29 – Celebrate Knights of Columbus Memorial Mass, St. Patrick Cathedral, 
Harrisburg, 9:30 a.m.

November 29 – Presentation at Adult Catechetical Session, St. Patrick Cathedral, 
Harrisburg, 11 a.m.

December 1 – Diocesan Review Board Meeting, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 7 p.m.
December 2 – Celebrate Mass at St. Joan of Arc School, Hershey, 9 a.m.
December 6 – Speaker at St. Joseph Leisure Club, Carlisle Country Club, noon.
December 8 – Celebrate Mass for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Trinity High 

School, 8:15 a.m.; Solemn Opening of the Year of Mercy, St. Patrick Cathedral, 6 p.m.
December 13 – Solemn Opening of the Holy Door of St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 4 p.m.
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By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service

Using God’s name to try to justify violence and murder is “blasphemy,” 
Pope Francis said Nov. 15, speaking about the terrorist attacks on Paris.

“Such barbarity leaves us dismayed, and we ask ourselves how the human heart 
can plan and carry out such horrible events,” the pope said after reciting the An-
gelus prayer with visitors in St. Peter’s Square.

The attacks in Paris Nov. 13 – attacks the French government said were carried 
out by three teams of Islamic State terrorists – caused the deaths of at least 129 
people and left more than 350 injured, many of them critically. A suicide bomber 
blew himself up outside a soccer stadium, gunmen attacked customers at cafes 
and restaurants and a team of terrorists gunned down dozens of people at a con-
cert.

The attacks, Pope Francis said, were an “unspeakable affront to the dignity of 
the human person.”

“The path of violence and hatred cannot resolve the problems of humanity, and 
using the name of God to justify this path is blasphemy,” he said.

Pope Francis asked the thousands of people who gathered at St. Peter’s for the 
Sunday midday prayer to observe a moment of silence and to join him in reciting 
a Hail Mary.

“May the Virgin Mary, mother of mercy, give rise in the hearts of everyone 
thoughts of wisdom and proposals for peace,” he said. “We ask her to protect and 
watch over the dear French nation, the first daughter of the Church, over Europe 
and the whole world.”

“Let us entrust to the mercy of God the innocent victims of this tragedy,” the 
pope said.

Speaking Nov. 14, the day after the terrorist attacks, Pope Francis had told the 
television station of the Italian bishops’ conference, “I am shaken and pained.”

“I don’t understand, but these things are difficult to understand, how human 
beings can do this,” the pope said. “That is why I am shaken, pained and am pray-
ing.”

The director of the television station recalled how the pope has spoken many 
times about a “third world war being fought in pieces.”

“This is a piece,” the pope responded. “There are no justifications for these 
things.”

On social media, Islamic State militants claimed responsibility, but Pope Fran-
cis insisted there can be no “religious or human” excuse for killing innocent peo-
ple and sowing terror. “This is not human.”

Cardinal Andre Vingt-Trois of Paris issued a statement calling for calm and for 
prayers, not only for the Paris victims, but also for the victims of recent terrorist 
attacks in Lebanon and in Africa.

“May no one allow himself to be defeated by panic and hatred,” the cardinal 
said. “Let us ask for the grace of being peacemakers. We must never lose our hope 
for peace if we work for justice.”

With some 1,500 inside Paris’ Notre Dame Cathedral and hundreds more gath-
ered outside Nov. 15, Cardinal Vingt-Trois celebrated a special Mass in memory 
of the victims. As the cathedral bells tolled a death knell, police patrolled the 
square in front of the cathedral and checked people as they entered the Paris land-
mark for Mass.

The cardinal told the assembly – which included government officials and am-
bassadors from a variety of nations – that the Mass was intended as a sign of 
sharing the pain of the victims and of praying for them, their families, for Paris 
and for France.

“The savage killings this black Friday plunged entire families into despair, and 
this despair is all the more profound because there can be no rational explanation 
that would justify the indiscriminate execution of dozens of anonymous people,” 
the cardinal said.

The only Christian response, he said, is to be “messengers of hope in the heart 
of human suffering.”

The terrorists succeed if their actions shake Christians’ hope founded on faith 
in Christ and on a belief that all of history, including moments of suffering, is in 
God’s hands, he said.

The appropriate response to the “barbaric savagery” of the terrorists, he said, is 
“to demonstrate additional trust in our fellowmen and their dignity.”

Nothing Can Justify  
Terrorist Attacks, Pope Says

CNS/PASCAL ROSSIGNOL, REUTERS
People in Paris form a human solidarity chain Nov. 15 near the site of the attack 
at the Bataclan concert hall. 

Last month, the diocese published a new comprehensive Directory with 
information making diocesan leadership more accessible to everyone. The 
Directory is designed as a convenient reference guide in identifying and con-
tacting diocesan, parish and school personnel, ministries and apostolates. The 
Directory is available for sale at $20 per copy. It will also be available online 
on the diocesan website at www.hbgdiocese.org. To obtain a copy, please 
email general@hbgdiocese.org or call 717-657-4804, ext. 325.

Heating Assistance  
Available for Those in Need

From the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference

It is a Thanksgiving tradition in many families to sit around the kitchen table and tell 
each other what we are thankful for each year. Has having heat in your home ever made 
the list?

A successful program called the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LI-
HEAP) helped about 400,000 Pennsylvanians keep their heat on through last year’s rough 
winter. Catholic Charities agencies across the state refer people in need to this important 
program. Catholic parishes frequently do the same for those they serve.

LIHEAP provides assistance to renters or homeowners in the form of a cash grant, sent 
directly to the utility company, or a crisis grant for households in immediate danger of be-
ing without heat.

The LIHEAP application process for the 2015-16 season is now underway, and officials 
encourage families to apply before the brutally cold weather hits our region. For appli-
cation information, visit the link on the Web site of the Pennsylvania Catholic Confer-
ence at http://www.pacatholic.org/heating-assistance-available-for-those-in-need/#sthash.r
ZsuXUsd.dpuf.

Please help our Catholic Charities agencies and parishes ensure that this winter is a safe 
and healthy one by sharing information about LIHEAP with those who need assistance 
with their heating bill.

(The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference, the public affairs agency of Pennsylva-
nia’s Catholic bishops and the Catholic dioceses of Pennsylvania. Visit www.pactho-
lic.org, and follow the PCC on Twitter @PAcatholic and on Facebook at https://www.
facebook.com/PACatholic/.)
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Send Us Your Holiday  
Recipes and Stories!

The Catholic Witness is looking to support 
family meal time by sharing family recipes in 
upcoming editions, as well as scripture and “food 
for thought.” Do you have a significant holiday 
dish and memory to share with us? You may mail 
a copy of the recipe and your thoughts to 4800 
Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg, PA 17111 or 
email it to witness@hbgdiocese.org.

Baking in the kitchen for Christmas was a tradition 
in our home. Several recipes were used, and the results 
were placed in beautiful cookie tins.

Of course, sampling took place and taste testing was 
always fun! Often, an assembly line was set up such 
as sugar person, filler, icer or dough roller. Walnut fin-
gers took time to make and bake, but only seconds to 
be devoured by even the bakers. Mother and I would 
talk and bond during the making and baking time. She 
would reminisce, but also gently guide me. Remem-
ber, the kitchen was Mother’s domain and she took 
great pride in this. Many recipes were her secret cre-
ations. like homemade chili sauce. The baked goodies 
were special for Christmas day.

By Chaz Muth 
Catholic News Service

Bob Simon fell in love with two things 
at the age of 5 – the Catholic Church and 
building with Lego.

Now, as a 51-year-old priest, Father Si-
mon has discovered a way to merge both 
of these passions. 

The pastor of St. Catherine of Siena Par-
ish in Moscow, Pa., finds that his Lego-
building hobby not only provides him with 
a diversion from his ministry at a busy par-
ish, but that it enriches his prayer life and 
offers him a tool for evangelization on a 
large stage.

Father Simon’s 14-by-6-foot self-de-
scribed “Lego Vatican” is a featured dis-
play at the Franklin Institute Science Mu-
seum in Philadelphia as part of its “Vatican 
Splendors” exhibit, which opened Sept. 19 
in time for Pope Francis’ visit to the city 
and will close Feb. 15.

“It’s a thrill,” he told Catholic News Ser-
vice at the well-known museum in late Oc-
tober, as he inspected his Lego Vatican and 
made sure all of the pieces were in place. 
“Never thought I would have something 
[I created] in a museum ... and certainly 
never thought that my little Lego project 
that I did in an empty room in the rectory 
would attract a lot of attention from a lot 
of people.”

Before he could finish his sentence, a 
group of Catholic school students touring 
the museum stopped him and began to ask 
questions about his creation.

“Wow, did you really build this with 
Legos all by yourself?” one girl asked, fol-
lowed by a boy asking how long it took to 
complete the Lego rendition of St. Peter’s 
Basilica.

“It took me 10 months to complete,” Fa-
ther Simon told the growing crowd of peo-
ple who were by then his captive audience.

The questions then shifted from the 
Lego construction and artistry to theology, 
Catholic history and the role Pope Francis 
plays on the world stage.

“It’s really interesting how this proj-
ect has brought so much attention to the 
Church,” he said after his audience moved 
on to the next exhibit. “It’s kind of serv-
ing as an unintended evangelization tool. 
My love of Lego wasn’t planned for that 
purpose, but it makes me happy that it gets 
people excited about the faith.”

The Lego Vatican actually wasn’t built 
as a museum exhibit, but as a piece for a 
Lego show in the summer of 2015.

Word about the elaborately detailed 
Lego replica of St. Peter’s Basilica 
reached curators at the Franklin Institute, 

Pennsylvania Priest Builds Ministry One Lego at a Time

who asked to show it during their special 
Vatican showcase in honor of the pope’s 
first U.S. visit.

That’s led to interviews and stories from 
national media outlets and the American 
public has learned a little more about the 
humble priest from the Diocese of Scran-
ton and his fascination with the colorful 
building blocks often associated with chil-
dren.

“When the interview requests started 
coming in, I was worried that I was go-
ing to be portrayed as some kind of weirdo 
who plays with kids’ toys,” Father Simon 
said, “but so far the coverage has been 
very respectful and it’s being looked at as 
a positive thing.”

    As a 5-year-old boy, he pretended to 
be a priest, donning a cassock made by his 
mother, and his resolve to become a man 
of the cloth continued through his time 
at Bishop Hoban High School in Wilkes-
Barre.

He entered seminary at the University of 
Scranton following his high school gradu-
ation, finished up as a seminarian at Seton 
Hall University in South Orange, New Jer-
sey, and was ordained a priest in 1990.

Eight years ago, Father Simon was 
named pastor of St. Catherine of Siena 

Parish in the sleepy town of Moscow in 
Pennsylvania’s Pocono Mountains, a par-
ish with a large and active community.

He discovered that he needed a hobby 
to cope with the hectic calendar and at 
first picked up painting, but found that the 
setup and cleanup wasn’t well matched 
with the short sessions his schedule often 
allowed.

 That’s when the Lego boxes started to 
be moved out of storage and into a spare 
room in the rectory.

Father Simon opened that room up for 
a CNS photographer and reporter to see 
during a Saturday afternoon interview in 
late October. It’s filled with assorted Lego 
blocks, kit boxes, small-completed Lego 
projects and the beginnings of a Lego 
church that he plans to use in his Christ-
mas display this year.

“It’s something I found I could do at 9 
o’clock at night when all of the appoint-
ments and meetings are over at the end of 
the day,” he said. “It’s something I can do 
for an hour or two or simply for a half an 
hour. It’s something that isn’t that hard to 
get back to when the telephone rings or if 
I’m called out to the hospital.”

The act of Lego-building has also be-
come a prayerful experience, Father Si-

mon said, because like prayer beads or ro-
saries, the assembly keeps his hands busy 
so his mind and spirit can be elsewhere.

The 10 months it took him to build his 
Lego Vatican offered him ample time for 
contemplation about his faith and minis-
try.

It also piqued the curiosity of his parish-
ioners, fellow clergy and even his bishop, 
all of whom frequently stopped by the rec-
tory to check out the Lego-building prog-
ress.

While many seemed surprised the priest 
had taken on such an ambitious project, 
his mother saw it as a natural fit for her 
son.

“She said, ‘You built a replica of St. Pe-
ter’s Basilica as a boy, so of course you’ll 
do it again now,’” Father Simon said. “It 
was a no-brainer for her.”

Later that Saturday evening following 
Mass, a group of parishioners asked the 
priest what his next big Lego project will 
be.

With a deadpan expression, he said that 
information was top secret. Moments later 
– with a broad smile on his face – he con-
fessed a desire to build a Lego replica of 
the Sistine Chapel.

CNS/CHAZ MUTH
A woman visiting the Franklin Institute Science Museum in Philadelphia Oct. 23 takes a close look at a Lego rendition of the 
Vatican’s St. Peter’s Basilica, crafted by Father Bob Simon, pastor of St. Catherine of Siena Parish in Moscow, Pa. 
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By Dennis Sadowski 
Catholic News Service

Church resettlement programs in the United States will con-
tinue to aid refugees who are fleeing violence and social ills de-
spite calls that the country’s borders should be closed to anyone 
but Christians.

The Church’s response is focused on people in need of food, 
shelter and safety and not their particular faith, Archbishop Jo-
seph E. Kurtz of Louisville, Kentucky, president of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, told reporters Nov. 16 during 
a midday break at the bishops’ annual fall general assembly.

“We at the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and 
Catholic Charities, we are always open to helping families who 
come into the United States in need of help,” he said at a news 
conference. “We have that tradition of doing it and we’re going 
to contribute.”

Archbishop Kurtz explained that any assistance provided to 
refugees and immigrants is carried out under government con-
tracts and that the vetting of newcomers will have been com-
pleted by government agencies long before Church agencies 
become involved. 

“Our efforts are going to be to reach out to people and to 
serve them,” the archbishop said. 

“My hope would be that the Church would continue to be 
able, within the law, to help those families.”

Questions about U.S. practices in the resettlement of refu-
gees were renewed in the wake of the Nov. 13 attacks by ex-
tremists on popular venues in Paris. French authorities said 
coordinated attacks left at least 129 people dead and more than 
300 wounded. Police raids in France and Belgium have led to 
the detention of several suspected extremists.

The archbishop said he and other USCCB representatives 
met with President Barack Obama at the White House Nov. 13 
to discuss immigration.

Archbishop Kurtz was guarded in his comments about de-
tails of the Obama meeting, saying it was initiated by the White 
House and that he did not want to violate the president’s request 
for privacy about it.

CNS/SEDAT SUNA, EPA
Syrian refugees wait on the Syrian side of the border near Sanliurfa, Turkey, June 10. Bishop Eusebio  
Elizondo, chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Migration, says the United 
States should welcome Syrian refugees and work for peace. 

Paris Violence Won’t Alter Church  
Outreach to Refugees, USCCB Head Says

He told Catholic News Service that prison reform and reli-
gious freedom also were discussed with Obama.

The archbishop also said that he planned to meet with House 
and Senate leaders.

“One of the areas we’ll be looking at is bipartisan efforts to 
reach out in a manner that takes into account the safety of the 

families and our capacity to reach out to people of all faiths,” 
Archbishop Kurtz said.

Archbishop John C. Wester of Santa Fe, New Mexico, chair-
man of the bishops’ Committee on Communications concurred 
during the news briefing, saying the faith of people being re-
settled is not a factor in the Church’s outreach efforts.

or using pornography is gravely wrong” and 
is a “mortal sin” if committed with deliber-
ate consent and urges Catholics to turn away 
from it. Approval of the statement came on a 
vote of 230-4 with one abstention, with 181 
votes needed for passage.

Bishop Richard J. Malone, of Buffalo, 
New York, chair of the bishops’ Committee 
on Laity, Marriage, Family Life and Youth, 
described pornography as a “dark shadow in 
our world today.” He added pornography is 
a “particularly sinister instance of consump-
tion” where men, women and children are 
“consumed for the pleasure of others.”

The bishops approved a budget for the 
work of their national conference in 2016, 
but their vote was inconclusive on a proposed 
3 percent increase in 2017 to the assessment 
on dioceses that funds the conference.

The budget was approved by the bishops 
by voice vote Nov. 17. But a separate writ-
ten ballot on the diocesan assessment failed 
to gain the required two-thirds majority of 
bishops who head dioceses or eparchies. The 
vote was 123-49 in favor of the 3 percent in-
crease, and 132 votes were needed to reach 
the two-thirds majority. Heads of dioceses 
who were not present at the Baltimore meet-
ing will be polled by mail on the matter.

Bishop Kevin J. Farrell of Dallas, USCCB 
treasurer and chairman of the bishops’ Com-
mittee on Budget and Finance, argued the 
assessment increase was necessary. The US-
CCB “needs to have a sustainable income” 
that does not rely on growth in its long-term 
investments, he said. “As we have seen be-
tween 2008 and 2009, we should not have 
our fates so heavily dependent on financial 
markets over which we have no control 
whatsoever,” he added.

The bishops approved priorities and stra-
tegic plans for 2017-20 in a 233-4 vote Nov. 
17. The document emphasizes five major ar-
eas: evangelization; family and marriage; hu-
man life and dignity; religious freedom; and 
vocations and ongoing formation.

As part of a series of elections, the bishops 
chose Archbishop Dennis M. Schnurr of Cin-
cinnati as treasurer-elect. They also elected 
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Msgr. J. Brian Bransfield as the new general 
secretary; he has been associate general sec-
retary for five years. His term starts at the 
beginning of 2016. He will succeed Msgr. 
Ronny Jenkins.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
met in the shadow of the Nov. 13 terror at-
tacks in Paris. Auxiliary Bishop Eusebio 
Elizondo of Seattle, chairman of the USCCB 
Committee on Migration, issued a statement 
Nov. 17 from the floor of the meeting.

“I am disturbed,” Bishop Elizondo said, 
“by calls from both federal and state offi-
cials for an end to the resettlement of Syrian 
refugees in the United States” in the wake of 
the attacks. “These refugees are fleeing ter-
ror themselves – violence like we have wit-
nessed in Paris.”

He added, “Moreover, refugees to this 
country must pass security checks and mul-
tiple interviews before entering the United 
States – more than any arrival to the Unit-
ed States. It can take up to two years for a 
refugee to pass through the whole vetting 
process. We can look at strengthening the 
already stringent screening program, but we 
should continue to welcome those in desper-
ate need.”

Dominican Sister Donna Markham, presi-
dent and CEO of Catholic Charities USA, 
told the bishops Nov. 17 that Catholic Chari-
ties has been sent “disturbing mail from 
people angry that we are trying to help these 
people. It’s tragic.” She added of the Syrian 
refugees, “We’re ready to help – if we can 
get them here.”

In his USCCB presidential address Nov. 
16, Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of Louis-
ville, Kentucky, called on his fellow bishops 
Nov. 16 to imitate the “pastor’s presence” 
exhibited by Pope Francis during his recent 
U.S. visit, “touching the hearts of the most 
influential, the forgotten and all of us in be-
tween.”

Noting the upcoming Year of Mercy that 
begins Dec. 8, Archbishop Kurtz said a min-
istry of “presence means making time and 
never letting administration come between 
me and the person. It’s seeing the person 
first.”

From entering a diocesan Holy Door to 
undertaking the corporal and spiritual works 
of mercy, Catholics can model a compassion-

ate life during the Year of Mercy declared by 
Pope Francis, said the chairman of the US-
CCB Committee on Evangelization and Cat-
echesis.

The jubilee period, from Dec. 8 through 
Nov. 13, 2016, can be observed in many dif-
ferent ways that allow every Catholic to be 
a “credible witness to mercy,” Archbishop 
Leonard P. Blair of Hartford, Connecticut, 
said Nov. 17.

CRS Rice Bowl for families, student am-
bassador programs for high school and col-
lege students and a fledgling parish ambassa-
dor program can help U.S. Catholics “deepen 
their commitment to an essential dimension 
of their faith,” a Catholic Relief Services of-
ficial told the U.S. bishops Nov. 17.

“I just wish that every Catholic knew about 
and could be proud of the wonderful works 
of mercy and justice they are part of” through 
the official humanitarian agency of the U.S. 
Catholic Church, said Joan Rosenhauer, CRS 
executive vice president for U.S. operations.

Bishop Frank J. Caggiano of Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, in a Nov. 17 presentation, said 
13,000 people were already registered for 
World Youth Day, to be held July 25-31 in 
Krakow, Poland, with U.S. registration ex-
pected to top 30,000.

Pope Francis, in inviting young people and 
young adults to the celebration, connected 
World Youth Day with the Year of Mercy. 
The event in the southern Polish city will 
become a “youth jubilee,” Bishop Caggiano 
said.

Citing young altar servers’ weak arms and 
older priests’ weak eyes, the U.S. bishops 
approved an adapted version of the Roman 
Missal to be used during the times at Mass 
when the celebrant is seated, subject to Vati-
can approval. The bishops endorsed “Ex-
cerpts from the Roman Missal: Book for Use 
at the Chair” by a 187-27 vote, with three 
abstentions.

Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory of At-
lanta used the opportunity to ask whether 
there would be an opportunity “to examine 
the reception” by both Catholics in the pew 
and by priests of the new Mass translations 
that came into use four years ago. “There are 
many wonderful things in the new transla-
tion, but some inconsistencies too,” he said. 
He called on his fellow bishops to “look at 

improving, adjusting, amending the text.”
A proposal for a one-time national col-

lection in 2017 to fund completion of the 
artwork in the central dome of the Basilica 
of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception in Washington squeaked through 
Nov. 17. Needing 132 votes – two-thirds of 
diocesan and eparchial bishops – to pass, the 
proposal was adopted 135-31 with four ab-
stentions.

No cost estimate was given for the work, 
but Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl of Washing-
ton said $4.2 million had already been raised 
in pledges and cash “and we are awaiting 
responses on an additional $3 million in re-
quests and have identified another $1 mil-
lion” in potential funding.    

On Nov. 16, the bishops discussed how the 
U.S. Catholic Church can move forward in 
response to the Supreme Court’s ruling on 
same-sex marriage this year. To that end, the 
bishops are planning to develop a pastoral 
plan for marriage and family life. The pas-
toral plan, according to Bishop Malone, will 
seek the bishops’ input.

A 2017 convocation for Catholic leaders 
represents “a new way of reaching and teach-
ing our people,” Bishop Malone said in a pre-
sentation to his fellow bishops. The national 
convocation, planned for July 1-4, 2017, in 
Orlando, Florida, will have the theme “The 
Joy of the Gospel in America.”

Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio painted a 
dire picture of “a pastoral problem that af-
fects all of us” in a report to his fellow bish-
ops about the “desperate” shortage of Catho-
lic priests serving as military chaplains.

The head of the U.S. Archdiocese for 
the Military Services said there were only 
217 Catholic priests serving the 1.8 million 
Catholics in the U.S. armed forces around the 
world, and the numbers would soon decline 
due to retirements and medical leaves.

“Witnesses to Freedom” will be the theme 
of the 2016 observance of the Fortnight for 
Freedom, Archbishop William E. Lori of 
Baltimore, chairman of the Ad Hoc Commit-
tee for Religious Liberty, told the assembly. 
The two-week event will include a nation-
wide tour of first class relics of St. Thomas 
More and St. John Fisher. Archbishop Lori 
said details of the tour have yet to be ar-
ranged. 
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The names of the following deceased 
persons have been submitted by their 
parishes. Please remember in your 
prayers the happy repose of these re-
cently departed souls and the consola-
tion of their loved ones.

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: 
Thomas P. Tomaschik.

BLUE RIDGE SUMMIT – St. Rita: 
Betty J. Sanders.

BUCHANAN VALLEY – St. 
Ignatius: John Hall, Mary Schlosser.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: Don-
ald Giannelli, Edward Kennedy, Mary 
Mortell.

COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady of 
Hope: Joseph T. Sewalk.

COLUMBIA – Holy Trinity: Amos 
Culp, Albert Fairhurst,  
Dorothy Fairhurst, Dolores May,  
Edmond Steffan.

CONEWAGO – Sacred Heart of Jesus: 
Dorothy H. Matthews.

DALLASTOWN – St. Joseph: 
Vincent Honeychurch, Clara Moores, 
Joseph Termini.

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis Xavier: 
Maryann “Kelly” Gates  
Greegor, Barbara T. McDannell.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: 
Dorothy Graybash, Mary Anne  
Lesniak, Thomas Rae, Donald Rhine.

HANOVER – St. Vincent de Paul: 
Raymond Kuhn, Betty Martz.

HARRISBURG – St. Catherine 
Labouré: Thomas Dougherty; St.  
Francis of Assisi: Jim Morrison; St.  
Margaret Mary: Patricia  
Bensinger, John C. Donahue, Jr.,  
Raymond Ravida, Sr.

KULPMONT – Holy Angels: Anna 
Bator, Josephine Misiewicz, Dora Politza, 
Stanley Schabowicz.

LANCASTER – Assumption BVM: 
Richard Ruhl.

LEBANON – Assumption BVM: 
Kathleen Ann Regelman, Edward  
Richards, Donald Rossi, Patricia Weltmer.

LEWISTOWN – Sacred Heart of 
Jesus: Joseph Olnick.

LYKENS – Our Lady Help of 
Christians: Patricia Doyle.

McSHERRYSTOWN –  
Annunciation BVM: Marion Murren.

MECHANICSBURG – St. Joseph: 
John Baker, Joan Drop, Edward Kennedy, 
Mildred Merek, Steffie  
VanLingen.

Please pray for the following cler-
gy who died in November during the 
past 25 years:
Father Stephen Rolko, 1993
Msgr. Joseph Bradley, 1996
Father John Aurentz, 1996
Father Vitale Leonard Casey, 1997
Father Joseph Blascovich, 1999
Father Robert Kobularik, 1999
Deacon Michael Lydon Sr., 1999
Deacon Charles Rebuck, 2005
Father Thomas Hemler, 2006
Father Thomas M. McLernon, 2009
Father Paul Aumen, C.PP.S., 2010
Msgr. Leo Bierster, 2011
Msgr. Robert C. Gribbin, 2013
Deacon Sabino “Sam” Moschella, 
2013. 

MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows 
BVM: Muriel Woodhead.

MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the 
Apostle: Albert L. Boerger,  
William Fish, William Hendricks, Robert 
Krause, Robert Rottmund.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine 
Redeemer: Robert A. Mrofka,  
Josephine Nestico.

MOUNT JOY – Mary Mother of the 
Church: Joseph Hollister.

PALMYRA – Holy Spirit: Lisa 
Thomas. 

QUARRYVILLE – St. Catherine of 
Siena: Claire Burns.

ROHRERSTOWN – St. Leo the Great: 
Fred McCaffrey.

SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini: 
Leonard Bourinski, Adam Deroba, Marie 
Katalenas, Timothy Piper,  
Daniel Smink. 

TREVORTON – St. Patrick: 
Hubert Clifford.

WAYNESBORO – St. Andrew: 
Marianne Blakely, Hazel Bourdeau, Ernest 
“Buck” Wagaman.

YORK – St. Joseph: Jane L. Ivanko, 
Betty Yeater; St. Rose of Lima:  
William L. Kutsch, Carmen Bernazard 
Marrero.

Joyce Scott Named Philadelphia Province  
Director of the Council of Catholic Women 

 In September, the National Council of Catholic Women celebrated their 95th 
anniversary at their convention in Orlando, Florida. This is the annual gathering 
of women leaders, some Catholic women’s organizations in parishes and dioceses 
throughout the United States, including the President of the Diocesan Council. 

The opening liturgy was celebrated at the Basilica of the National Shrine of 
Mary, Queen of the Universe to kick off the festivities and training.

As the convention came to a close, New Providence Directors from various ar-
eas throughout the United States were installed. The Harrisburg Diocesan Council 
of Catholic Women would like to congratulate Mrs. Joyce Scott, the new Philadel-
phia Province Director. The Philadelphia Province encompasses the dioceses of 
Harrisburg, Greensburg, Scranton and Pittsburgh.

Mrs. Scott is a member of St. Katherine Drexel Parish in Mechanicsburg, 
having been a member there since its founding in 1988. She is very active in her 
parish; she served on the Pastoral Council and in various ministries throughout 
the parish. She has taken an active role in her Parish Council of Catholic Women, 
where she has served as secretary and president. She has  
been a leader at the District and Diocesan levels as well, she is a Diocesan Past 
President and has served on various boards and commissions. 

Shippensburg University  
Catholic Campus Ministry Holds Raffle

The Catholic Campus 
Ministry of Shippensburg 
University and Honduras 
Mission is conducting a 
winter raffle. Tickets are 
$5 each, or three for $10, 
and prizes will be drawn on 
December 6 (need not be 
present to win).

First prize is original 
artwork (shown here) “The 
Crucifix” by Sister Geralyn 
Schmidt, SCC, in water-
color and India Ink. Second 
prize is $50 in cash. Third 
prize is a $50 gift card to 
Knute’s Pub & Grill in 
Shippensburg. Fourth prize 
is a Hand-Carved Cedar 
Cross by Richard Dennis. 
Fifth prize is $25 cash. 
Sixth prize is a $25 gift card 
to D’Lish Bakery in Ship-
pensburg. 

To purchase raffle tickets, 
please send your name, address, phone number, amount of tickets you are request-
ing and your payment (made payable to Catholic Campus Ministry) to: Catholic 
Campus Ministry, Shippensburg Univ., Spiritual Center Rm. 215, 1871 Old Main, 
Shippensburg, PA 17257. You will be sent tickets when we receive your request. 
You may also contact the S.U. Catholic Campus Ministry office at 717-477-1244 
or jmreinsfelder@ship.edu if you have any questions. 

Resurrection Catholic  
School Seeks Accreditation

Resurrection Catholic School in Lancaster moved one step closer to re-accreditation 
when an evaluation team found the school met the 12 criteria set by the Middle States 
Association.

A three-person team spent Nov. 3-6 at Resurrection talking to parents, students, staff, 
the school board and pastors about the school and its impact on them. The team also 
evaluated the K-8 curriculum and analyzed a self-study prepared by Resurrection staff 
over the course of the past year.

Frank Mokriski, accreditation team member and principal of Our Lady of Good 
Counsel in Southampton, Pa., said the self-study tells what the school does, and the team 
was there to make sure it’s actually doing it. He observed fire drills, dismissals and other 
school aspects from governance to food service. 

Team member and administrator of St. Barnabas in southwest Philadelphia Catherine 
Callinan said, “The school is very proud, from the principal right down to the students. 
Everyone feels happy here, like a family. That permeated every conversation. They cel-
ebrate diversity, support one another and want this to be the best school ever.”

The team, which also included Mary Catherine Sweeney, a third grade teachers at St. 
John the Baptist in New Freedom, Pa., will submit its report to the Middle States Associa-
tion of Colleges and Schools which will reach a decision on accreditation in the spring.

“The Catholic identity is prominent throughout the entire building and learning is taking 
place in a Catholic, safe environment,” Mr. Mokriski said. “That’s what Catholic educa-
tion is all about.”

Parents, the team said, believe that being at Resurrection makes their children better 
people. “Manners, politeness, mutual respect for one another,” Ms. Callinan said. “As long 
as this place is teaching their children to be good Christians who are well-educated, that’s 
what they want.”

(Article submitted by Donna Walker, Resurrection Catholic School.)
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By Jen Reed
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James Heller answered the 
phone at 4 a.m., and heard 

the voice of an angel.
It was a call for which he had 

long been hoping and praying 
– the news that the Penn Trans-
plant Institute had a matching 
liver for him.

“As far as I’m concerned, it 
was a miracle, because I was 
very sick and my body was 
starting to shut down,” Mr. 
Heller told The Catholic Wit-
ness.

The liver transplant took 
place at the Hospital of the 
University of Pennsylvania 
in Philadelphia on Sept. 19, 
2013. The organ was from a 
deceased 36-year-old man. 
Mr. Heller was 66 at the time.

“I felt like I was reborn,” 
Mr. Heller said of the transplant. “I’m 
doing really well today, and every-
thing is looking good.

Mr. Heller and his wife are mem-
bers of Seven Sorrows of the Blessed 

St. Joseph Parish Hosts Evening of Organ  
Donation Awareness in Memory of Father Ogden

Learn More about Organ  
and Tissue Donation

The Penn Transplant Institute and the Gift of Life Donor 
Program offer a wealth of information about organ and tis-
sue donation and transplants. Find out more by visiting their 
Web sites:

http://www.pennmedicine.org/transplant/
http://www.donors1.org/
http://donatelifepa.org/

Deacon Jack Paruso of St. Joseph Parish introduces presenters at the session on organ donation. From left are Linda 
Wood, Living Donor Coordinator for the Liver Transplant Program at the Penn Transplant Institute; Kevin and Phyllis Cogan, 
whose late son, Tim, was an organ donor; John McCumber, transplant coordinator with the Gift of Life Donor Program; living 
donor John Turner, and organ recipient Joe Gargiulo. More ORGAN DONATION, page 14

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Stacy and Mac Bruker of Marysville look at one of several Donor Memorial Quilts, 
which pay tribute to those who have given the gift of life to others. Mr. Bruker 
received a double lung transplant in 1999, and he and his wife attended the pro-
gram at St. Joseph Parish Nov. 10 in support of organ donation.

The memory of Father Louis P. Ogden is shared and reflected as people look at 
photos of organ donors and of the late priest during a program on organ donation 
at St. Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg on Nov. 10.

A photo of the late Father Louis P. Ogden,  
left, who died in February from a chronic liver  
condition, shows the former pastor of St.  
Joseph Parish with Father José Mera-Vallejos, 
parochial vicar.

Virgin Mary Parish in Middletown – 
former parishioners of the late Father 
Louis P. Ogden.

So there was no question why the 
Hellers found themselves at St. Joseph 
Parish in Mechanicsburg on a rainy 

November night.
They were there in support of the par-

ish’s evening of organ donation aware-
ness and education, held in memory of 
Father Ogden, who died on Feb. 20 of 
this year from a chronic liver condition 

that was the result of a defec-
tive gene. 

Pastor of Seven Sorrows 
from 1997-2012, and then of 
St. Joseph Parish from 2012-
2015, Father Ogden died be-
fore receiving the gift of a liver 
transplant. And so, St. Joseph’s 
honored their late pastor and 
the beloved diocesan priest of 
30 years with a life-affirming 
event on Nov. 10.

More than 122,000 people in 
the United States are on a wait-
ing list for organ donation, and 
21 people die each day while 
waiting for this gift of life, ac-
cording to figures provided by 
the Gift of Life Organ Dona-
tion Program. In Pennsylvania 
today, 8,200 people are wait-
ing for an organ.

“The sobering statistic is that 
there are not enough deceased 

donors to meet the needs of all the peo-
ple on the transplant list,” said Linda 
Wood, Living Donor Coordinator for 
the Liver Transplant Program at the 
Penn Transplant Institute, where Fa-
ther Ogden had sought assistance. Ms. 
Wood was one of the panelists to speak 
at St. Joseph’s program.

Across the country, more than 17,000 
people are in need of a liver, and 
102,000 await a kidney, she pointed 
out. 

“It’s incumbent upon all of us to look 
to the living and say, ‘Please help. Peo-
ple are dying for your gift of life,’” she 
said.

Organ and tissue donation can be 
made by living or deceased donors. 
The Gift of Life Donor Program, the 
nonprofit organization serving Penn-
sylvania, New Jersey and Delaware, is 
responsible for recovering and distrib-
uting organs and tissues used in life-
saving and life-enhancing transplants. 
It is one of the oldest and largest of 58 
organ procurement organizations in the 
United States. 

John McCumber, transplant coordi-
nator with the Gift of Life Donor Pro-
gram, spoke of the care and respect 
shown to the deceased and their fami-
lies in determining whether donation is 
possible, and in procuring organs and 
tissue.

In 2014, a total of 447 deceased do-
nors gave the gift the life with tissues 
– heart valves, corneas, bone, skin and 
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COURTESY OF ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL, MECHANICSBURG
Eighth-grade Executive Officers of the St. Joseph Student Service Council hold the Blue Ribbon banner 
and plaque. From left are Alexandra Nadzam, Secretary; Carly Koppenhaver, President; Michael Staiger, 
Vice President; and and Jaime Carson, Treasurer.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

For eighth-grader Carly Koppenhaver, there’s no better 
school than St. Joseph’s in Mechanicsburg.

“We have not only a great environment for the students, but 
also good academic opportunities, and ways that we can excel 
outside of class in enrichment programs,” said the Student 
Service Council President.

“St. Joseph’s has contributed to my spiritual health, too. 
Here, I’m able to go to Mass every week and take religion 
classes. It has really helped me learn about Jesus and about 
how a Catholic is supposed to live. I love the environment – 
the smaller class sizes enable me to be focused. I feel it’s the 
best school I could go to,” she told The Catholic Witness.

She has attended St. Joseph’s since kindergarten, and is 
prepared to transition to high school next year, thanks to her 
education there.

“I’ve learned so much, not just academically, but also how 
to live my life as a Catholic and be the person I’m called to 
be,” Carly said. 

Carly has always considered her school to be worthy of a 
blue ribbon; the United States Department of Education made 
it official on Sept. 29 of this year, naming St. Joseph School in 
Mechanicsburg as one of 335 National Blue Ribbon Schools 
for 2015.

Established in 1982, the National Blue Ribbon Schools 
Program recognizes public and private elementary, middle 
and high schools based on their overall academic excellence 
– as in the case of St. Joseph’s – or their progress in closing 
achievement gaps among student subgroups.

The prestigious award affirms the hard work of students, 
educators, families and communities in creating safe and wel-
coming schools where students master challenging content.

St. Joseph School, which educates more than 400 students 
in grades PreK-8, earned the honor following an application 
process that involved test scores, essays and evidence of liv-
ing its mission of developing the God-given spiritual, intel-
lectual and physical gifts of students with dignity, respect, 
care and love.

Principal John Cominsky and Assistant Principal Mary 
Earnest received the Blue Ribbon award in Washington, D.C., 
during a recognition ceremony Nov. 9 and 10.

“To me, the National Blue Ribbon means that people 
outside of the school who understand education recog-
nize that we live our mission,” Mr. Cominsky said. “In 
the case of academics, those are results you can measure, 
but more important is the spiritual formation of the chil-
dren that will last a lifetime.”

Sandra Grasser, an eighth-grade teacher and the lead 
teacher on the Blue Ribbon application process, said that 
the faculty, students, administration and parents together 
make St. Joseph’s a Blue Ribbon school.

“Everybody here works as a family. We want our chil-
dren to succeed, whether they’re our own children or the 
children we have in our classrooms,” she said.

When parents send their children to St. Joseph School, 
“they can expect them to receive an excellent educa-
tion filled with opportunities to develop their gifts,” Mr. 

St. Joseph School in Mechanicsburg  
Earns National Blue Ribbon Status

First-grader Blaise  
Falkenstein prays  
during Mass at St.  
Joseph Church  
in Mechanicsburg. 

Father William Sullivan baptizes James Francis Cominsky during a 
school-wide liturgy at St. Joseph Church in Mechanicsburg Nov. 19. 
John Cominsky, principal of St. Joseph School, and his wife, Katelyn 
Phelan, who teaches at Delone Catholic High School in  
McSherrystown, elected to have their son baptized before the  
student body because they consider the St. Joseph  
community as their family. Pictured during the baptism of 
baby James are, from left, Father Sullivan, Ms. Phelan, 
Mr. Cominsky, and godparents Mary Earnest, Assistant 
Principal at St. Joseph School, and Drew Sigafoos 
from St. John  
Neumann Parish 
in Lancaster.
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Cominsky remarked. “Ultimately, what they can expect is 
that their children are going to learn that gifts and talents 
come from God, and that we develop those in order to build 
the Kingdom.”

St. Joseph School presents a number of liturgical and com-
munity-service offerings, including weekly Masses, Advent 
and Lenten Penance services, a May crowning and a living 

Rosary, as well as regular food and monetary collections. 
Produce from the school’s garden is given to the students’ 
lunch program, parish priests and New Hope Ministries.

“In a society that often puts material goods in front of ev-
erything else, we remind the children that we are called to 
share what we have,” Miss Grasser said.

The school is also working on new initiatives: prepar-
ing for re-accreditation from the Middle States Associa-
tion, and establishing five iPads in every classroom by 
spring.

Administrators see the Blue Ribbon recognition as a 
call to continue to set high standards and strive for excel-
lence.

“We’re thrilled and honored to have received the Blue 
Ribbon award,” Mrs. Earnest said. “We are grateful to 
the students, the staff and the families for their support. 
Our job isn’t over now that we have received this honor. 
We have to work to continue to show that we deserve the 
Blue Ribbon status.”

(Learn more about St. Joseph School by visiting http://
www.sjsmch.org/. Read about the National Blue Rib-
bon Schools Program at http://www2.ed.gov/programs/
nclbbrs/index.html.)

Aubryanna Tayman, a senior at Delone Catholic  
Catholic High School, serves as cantor during the 
Mass for the St. Joseph School community.
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What you should know about  
Advance Health Care Directives

Pennsylvania law allows you to designate 
someone to make health care decisions if you 
cannot do it yourself. As Catholics, we hold a 
special regard for the dignity and sanctity of ev-
ery human person, especially in times of illness 
or at the end of our earthly lives. It is therefore 
important to ensure that the person you desig-
nate to make health care decisions for you ap-
plies the authoritative teachings of the Catholic 
Church to these decision making processes.

The Catholic Bishops of Pennsylvania have 
prepared these responses to frequently asked 
questions so that you are informed about Cath-
olic teaching on health care decision-making. 

 
What is an advance  

health care directive?
In Pennsylvania, a health care directive can 

be a living will, a health care power of attorney 
or a written combination of the two.

A living will is a written document which sets 
forth a person’s wishes and gives instructions 
about health care when the person has an end-
stage medical condition, or is permanently un-
conscious.

A health care power of attorney is a written 
document which designates someone to make 
health care decisions for you.

 
Why does the Catholic Church 

care about advance directives?
The Church supports Pennsylvania law which 

allows individuals to name an agent to make 
health care decisions for them if they lose the 
capacity to make or express their own choices. 
For Catholics, health care decisions should be 
made in the light of our faith. Morally correct de-
cisions are based on our respect for the sanctity 
and dignity of life and acknowledge our depen-
dence upon God. Our decisions must be rooted 
in the recognition that each of us is the steward 
of the gift of our life. Advance directives give 
Catholics a way to profess our faith and help to 
ensure that the decisions about the care we re-
ceive when we cannot speak for ourselves are 
made in accord with our religious beliefs.

 
Why would I want a  

health care directive?
By completing a health care directive, you 

can ensure that your wishes concerning deci-
sions about medical care are followed if you are 
unable to understand, make, or communicate 
those decisions for yourself. Decisions which 
might be made under a directive include the se-
lection or discharge of a health care provider; 
or the approval or disapproval of a diagnostic 
test, surgical procedure, program of medica-
tion, or other extraordinary means of medical 
treatment. An advance directive provides an 
opportunity for you to make it clear that you em-
brace Catholic values and would rely upon the 
authoritative teachings of the Church to guide 
your own decisions. Advance directives can 
also provide Catholics with an opportunity to 
provide directions regarding pastoral and sac-
ramental care.

Living Will and Health Care Power of Attorney

The Catholic Bishops of Pennsylvania and the Pennsylvania Cath-
olic Conference presented a combined living will and health care 
power of attorney form in 2007. The material includes a combined 
living will and health care power of attorney form, a letter from the 
bishops, and a series of answers to frequently asked questions about 
the topic. The material was produced in booklet form, and is available 

in hard copy or downloadable online at http://www.pacatholic.org/
bishops-statements/ l iv ing-wi l l -and-health-care-power-of- 
attorney-2007/lwformweb/.

Presented here are the answers to commonly asked questions 
about advance health care directives, nutrition and hydration, and the 
role of a health care power of attorney.

What You Should Know about Advance Health Care Directives 

What happens if I don’t  
have a health care directive?

If you do not appoint a health care agent 
and you are unable to understand, make or 
communicate for yourself, your wishes about 
health care may not be known to others. If 
this is the case, Pennsylvania law says de-
cisions about your care can be made by a 
family member, or some other individual who 
may or may not know your specific prefer-
ences. The person the law chooses (who 
would be called a health care representative) 
may not be the one you prefer. For example, 
you might prefer someone other than a family 
member. You may have a close friend who 
really knows you better and would be better 
able to make decisions on your behalf. But, 
to appoint that person you must take steps to 
formally name him or her as your health care 
agent.

Your health care agent or repre-
sentative must make health care 
decisions in accordance with your 
instructions based upon authori-
tative Catholic moral teaching; 
but, if you do not leave instruc-
tions, the agent will have to 
assess the situation using 
whatever knowledge he or 
she has of your preferences 
and values, including your 
religious and moral beliefs. 
If your health care agent 
or representative does 
not know enough about 
what you would want, 
he or she will have to be 
guided by what he or she 
knows of your values 
and use his or her own 
judgment to deem what 
is in your best interest.

 Can my agent authorize 
the discontinuation of  

nutrition and hydration?
Pennsylvania law presumes that an incapac-

itated person would not want assisted nutrition 
or hydration to be withheld or withdrawn un-
less the person indicated a preference to the 
contrary specifically in writing. This presump-
tion created in Pennsylvania law can also be 
overcome if the designated health care agent 
knows of the person’s previously clearly ex-
pressed wishes to the contrary about assisted 
nutrition or hydration.

 
What does the Church say  
about medically assisted  
nutrition and hydration?

It is important to note that as Catholics, we 
believe that God is the author of all life. We 
believe that we (and our health care agents) 
have a responsibility to preserve life. In their 
statement, Nutrition and Hydration: Moral 
Considerations, the Bishops of Pennsylvania 
said, “There are instances in which it is rela-
tively easy to apply moral principles to the de-
cision to withhold or withdraw nutrition. In the 
case of a terminal cancer patient whose death 
is imminent, for instance, the decision to begin 
intravenous feeding or feeding by nasogastric 
tube or gastrostomy, may also mean that the 
patient is going to endure greater suffering for 
a somewhat longer period of time – without 
hope of recovery or even appreciable length-
ening of life. Weighing the balance of ben-
efits versus burdens makes it relatively easy 
to decide that this could fall into the category 
of extraordinary means and that such feeding 
procedures need not be initiated or may be 
discontinued.”

But these sorts of cases must be distin-
guished from those in which a patient is se-
verely or chronically incapacitated but not dy-
ing. According to the authoritative teaching 
of the Catholic Church, a patient should not 
refuse or discontinue medically assisted nutri-
tion and hydration that are capable of sustain-
ing life simply because he or she has been di-
agnosed to be permanently unconscious or in 
a chronic, non-terminal condition.
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Living Will and Health Care Power of Attorney
Important guidance has been provided by 

the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
in its responses to questions posed by the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
concerning medically assisted nutrition and 
hydration for a patient in a vegetative state. 
The questions posed and the responses pro-
vided are directly quoted below.

First question: Is the administration of 
food and water (whether by natural or artifi-
cial means) to a patient in a “vegetative state” 
morally obligatory except when they cannot 
be assimilated by the patient’s body or cannot 
be administered to the patient without causing 
significant physical discomfort?

Response: Yes. The administration of food 
and water even by artificial means is, in prin-
ciple, an ordinary and proportionate means of 
preserving life. It is therefore obligatory to the 
extent to which, and for as long as, it is shown 
to accomplish its proper finality, which is the 
hydration and nourishment of the patient. In 
this way suffering and death by starvation and 
dehydration are prevented.

Second question: When nutrition and hy-
dration are being supplied by artificial means 
to a patient in a “permanent vegetative state”, 
may they be discontinued when competent 
physicians judge with moral certainty that the 
patient will never recover consciousness?

Response: No. A patient in a “permanent 
vegetative state” is a person with fundamental 
human dignity and must, therefore, receive or-
dinary and proportionate care which includes, 
in principle, the administration of water and 
food even by artificial means. 

At the same time, the Church recognizes 
that simply because one starts to give medi-
cally assisted nutrition and hydration does not 
mean that they can never be discontinued. A 
Commentary issued by the Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith, advises that:

“when stating that the administration of food 
and water is morally obligatory in principle, 
[that] does not exclude the possibility that, in 
very remote places or in situations of extreme 
poverty, the artificial provision of food and wa-
ter may be physically impossible… However, 
the obligation to offer the minimal treatments 
that are available remains in place, as well as 
that of obtaining, if possible, the means nec-
essary for an adequate support of life. Nor is 
the possibility excluded that, due to emerging 
complications, a patient may be unable to as-
similate food and liquids, so that their provi-
sion becomes altogether useless. Finally, the 
possibility is not absolutely excluded that, in 

some rare cases, artificial nourishment and 
hydration may be excessively burdensome for 
the patient or may cause significant physical 
discomfort, for example resulting from compli-
cations in the use of the means employed.

These exceptional cases, however, take 
nothing away from the general ethical criterion, 
according to which the provision of water and 
food, even by artificial means, always repre-
sents a natural means for preserving life, and 
is not a therapeutic treatment. Its use should 
therefore be considered ordinary and propor-
tionate, even when the “vegetative state” is 
prolonged.”

 
Can’t I just trust a family  

member or friend to make  
a good health care decision?

Most of us would naturally be inclined to trust 
our loved ones with these decisions. However, 
you provide a service to your family and friends 
by letting them know how you want to be 
treated. An advance directive shows that you 
have thought carefully about the issues and 
that you have specific preferences that should 
guide decisions with regard to the provision of 
medical care. If you use the form approved by 
the Bishops of Pennsylvania, you clearly indi-
cate that your faith and the authoritative teach-
ings of the Church are to be considered of the 
utmost importance when decisions about your 
care are being made on your behalf.

 
Do I need to use a special form?

You do not need a special form in Pennsyl-
vania. The advance directives statute provides 
an optional form, but many other forms meet 
Pennsylvania legal requirements. In fact, it is 
not necessary to use a pre-printed document 
at all; any written form that explains your wish-
es and complies with statutory signing require-
ments can be used.

 
Is there a Catholic form?

There may be a number of “Catholic” forms 
available. But, the Bishops of Pennsylvania 
developed a living will and health care power 
of attorney form to clearly reflect authoritative 
Catholic teaching about these issues. Their 
form meets Pennsylvania legal requirements.

This document is written with a comprehen-
sive understanding of the human person and 
reiterates church teaching that a human be-
ing never loses his or her dignity regardless 
of physical, psychological or relational circum-
stances. Catholics are advised to use this form 
to avoid any discrepancies with other forms 
that may not necessarily follow authoritative 
Catholic moral teaching.

Where can I obtain  
this approved form?

You can obtain the form from the Pennsylva-
nia Catholic Conference website: http://www.
pacatholic.org/bishops-statements/living- 
will-and-health-care-power-of-attorney-2007/
lwformweb/. 

 
Do I need an attorney? Does this 
document need to be notarized? 

Will this cost me anything?
No. It is not necessary to have an attorney to 

complete a form. However, you should contact 
an attorney if you have legal questions regard-
ing advance health care planning. This form 
does not need to be notarized under Pennsyl-
vania law, but notarizing this form may make it 
more likely to be accepted under laws in other 
states. Advance directive forms are available 
from a number of sources for no charge, in-
cluding the Pennsylvania Catholic Confer-
ence. The form and this question and answer 
booklet are not intended to take the place of 
specific legal or medical advice.

 
Should I appoint a health  
care agent or just write  

down my wishes?
By appointing a health care agent, you can 

make sure that someone who cares about you 
will apply your wishes and personal beliefs to 
health care choices – just as you would. Even 
if you appoint a health care agent, you can still 
give written health care instructions to direct, 
guide, and even limit the actions of your agent 
and, in this way, you can express the impor-
tance of your Catholic faith and how it applies 
to your health care decisions. Having both a 
health care agent as well as a written docu-
ment is preferable to a written document alone 
because the agent you designate will interpret 
and apply your directions to your particular 
health care situation. A written document alone 
may have to be subject to another individual’s 
interpretation in your particular circumstance.

 
What should I do with  

my health care directive?
Give a copy of your health care directive to 

your agent, your doctor and any other health 
care providers such as your hospital, nursing 
facility, hospice, or home health agency. In ad-
dition, you may want to give copies to others, 
such as close family members, your priest, 
and your attorney, if you have one.
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Attorney Michael Scheib, Father Paul CB Schenck, and Dominic Glorioso, D.O., 
lead a panel discussion on end-of-life care and advance directives at St. Joseph 
Parish in York earlier this year.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

An audience of healthcare 
workers, attorneys, senior citi-
zens and their adult children sat 
in the St. Francis Meeting Room 
at St. Joseph Parish in York ear-
lier this year to discuss an often-
dreaded topic: end-of-life care.

For those gathered at the par-
ish-hosted sessions, it wasn’t an 
easy thing to discuss. Some were 
nurses pained by the suffering 
and illness of their patients, some 
were adult children unsure of 
how to address the topic of their 
parents’ healthcare wishes, oth-
ers were wondering about their 
own mortality and how to select 
a health care power of attorney.

For these Catholics, the Church 
provides guidance.

Prompted by meetings that doc-
tors and attorneys in the parish 
had been having with then-pastor 
Father Louis Petruha, OFM Cap., 
St. Joseph’s elected in the spring 
to host a series of sessions to 
present the Catholic Church’s 
teaching on advance directives 
and end-of-life care.

“Discussions with family mem-
bers about these topics can be 
very difficult to have, and that’s 
understandable,” said Chris Ech-
terling, MD, Medical Director of 
Vulnerable Populations at Well-

Panelists at Parish Program Encourage  
Individuals to ‘Consider the Conversation’

Living Will and Health Care Power of Attorney
How can I make sure that  
decisions made on my  
behalf are consistent  

with my Catholic beliefs?
State in your health care directive your 

desire to have all health care decisions 
made in a manner consistent with authori-
tative Catholic teaching. The living will and 
health care power of attorney from the 
Pennsylvania Catholic Conference does 
this in a clear, straightforward way.

Appoint a health care agent who shares 
your beliefs or who you are confident will 
respect your wishes. If your health care 
agent is not familiar with authoritative 
Catholic teaching on these matters, tell 
your agent to seek guidance from a parish 
priest, a Catholic chaplain or the diocesan 
office in your diocese which deals with is-
sues like this. The advance directive is 
an important communications tool which 
clearly explains what you believe, in your 
voice, even when you cannot speak for 
yourself.

 
Are Catholics morally  
obligated to have an  
advance directive?

No. However, an advance directive, espe-
cially one that appoints a health care agent, 
is one way to make sure that your care and 
treatment is consistent with the Catholic 
faith and your wishes. Therefore, it is rec-
ommended that you designate an agent.

How can I make sure  
my spiritual needs are met?

When you enter a hospital, nursing home 
or other health care facility, state that you 
are a Catholic and want a priest or pasto-
ral minister to care for your spiritual needs. 
Also, state if you want to see a particular 
priest. Unless you have done this, certain 
privacy rules may prevent the hospital, 
nursing home or other health care facility 
from informing your priest or pastoral min-
ister about your situation or might not allow 
him or her to visit.

If you cannot communicate your wishes 
when being admitted, your health care di-
rective and health care agent should be 
authorized to do this for you.

 
If I already have a  

signed living will, do I  
need to sign a new one?

No. Living will forms signed before 2006 
are still valid. However, the new law passed 
in 2006 allows for a combined form with 
both a living will and a health care power of 
attorney. In addition, terms used in the new 
law differ from those used in many earlier 
versions of living wills. Therefore, it is rec-
ommended that you complete and sign the 
new form provided by the Catholic Bishops 
of Pennsylvania which includes both a liv-
ing will and a health care power of attorney, 
and also uses the up-to-date terminology.

Span Health of York. 
“We all have our horizon, and 

so to be planning and thinking 
about your end-of-life care is ac-

tually a gift for your family, who 
would otherwise be forced to 
make decisions without guidance 
from you. These are normal con-

Panelists continued on page 13

versations to have,” he said.
He told The Catholic Witness 

that St. Joseph Parish elected, 
therefore, to host four panel dis-
cussions with priests, health care 
workers and lawyers to offer in-
formation to attendees, and an-
swer the myriad questions and 
concerns they posed.

Each session began with the 
video “Consider the Conversa-
tion,” a documentary that looks 
candidly at various perspectives 
on end-of-life care and features 
interviews with patients, family 
members, health care workers, 
clergy and social workers.  

“A common misconception is 
that Catholics can’t have a living 
will – that’s not true,” Dr. Echter-
ling said. “There is a fair amount 
of latitude, and the Church gives 
pretty clear guidance on how to 
make those moral decisions.”

Panelist Michael Scheib, an 
attorney and a member of St. 
Joseph Parish, opened the con-
versation by examining the differ-
ence between a living will and an 
advance health care directive. 

A living will is a document in 
which a person indicates what 
kind of treatment they do or do 
not want to have.

"We never judge the quality  
of a person's life, including our own.  

What we judge is the quality of  
the treatment we're considering."

~ Father Paul CB Schenck
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By Father Paul CB Schenck
Special to The Witness

“Dear in the eyes of the Lord is the  
death of his devoted ones.”  

~ Psalm 116:15

A worldwide phenomenon is just about to occur, the first time in 
human history. More people than ever before will be over 65 years 
of age. In 2013, those over 65 made up a little more than 14% of 
the U.S. population, but by 2040 that will grow to 22%. This means 
that nearly 1 out of 4 Americans will face issues associated with 
aging, such as declining strength, illness, isolation, loss of friends 
and family members and economic restrictions, among other diffi-
culties. Because of these difficulties in aging, older age is equated 
with the diminishment of personal value. This will compound the 
difficulties in aging with depression, anxiety and other emotional 
problems. 

In spite of these problems associated with aging, there is a grow-
ing appreciation for the possibilities of aging. As more people age, 
there is a commensurate interest in maintaining health and inde-
pendence. Older people are more concerned with living healthy 
lifestyles, such as exercise and diet, with life-long learning, travel 
and making new friends. Statistics show that as we age, we tend 
to become more religious. These are the positive developments 
within the aging population. 

People are living much longer lives than they did a few genera-
tions ago. Worldwide, the average lifespan in 2010-2013 was 71 
years. In the U.S., it was 78.7 years. Compare this with the aver-
age lifespan in 1900, which was 47.3 years, an increase of more 
than 30 years in six generations. With this surging population of 
older persons, more people are and will be facing the challenges 
of aging, and so will their family members and care givers. 

The personal, private and family experience of aging brings with 
it the prospect of facing and making end-of-life decisions, such as 
do-not-resuscitate, refusing or withdrawing treatment and deny-
ing assisted nutrition and hydration or even hastening or bringing 
about death. These extreme cases are becoming more frequent, 
and the confusion, conflict and anxiety associated with them are 
being experienced by more and more people. We are facing very 
complex and daunting decisions toward the end of life, and the 
Church offers some very helpful belief and teaching to give the 
older person, their families and care givers the guidance needed 
to make the best decisions they can. It is essential that those de-
cisions are moral – respecting the person and God, who created 
them and offers them eternal life.  

In situations in which death is anticipated, either in the near term 
or as the end of a terminal illness, decisions must be made in ac-
cord with the Church’s teaching. When these decisions are called 
for, there are a number of things that should be kept in mind, and 
steps that can be taken to make the right and best decision for the 
loved one, the family and the care givers.  

The first thing to bear in mind is that each and every human life, 
every person, is always a good. That is, there is never a time when 
someone’s life is not worth living. Every person is created in the 

image and likeness of God, unrepeatable and irreplaceable. We 
never judge the quality of a person, or of a person’s life. Rather, 
we judge the quality of the treatment being proposed.  

The answers to three questions will help guide us to the better 
decision:

1. Is the treatment futile, and will not change the outcome? (this 
means that the treatment will not do what it was made to do)

2. Will the treatment only prolong or increase the patient’s pain 
and suffering? 

3. Is the treatment disproportionate and overly burdensome to 
the patient and the family?  

If the answer to these questions is yes, than it may be, and often 
is, the best decision to allow them to die as comfortably as possi-
ble. But we may never intend, hasten or bring about their death. If 
the agent of death, such as cancer, is present and making its way 
to its natural end, then we may allow it to come to its end with-
out violating the moral law. There is the question of artificial nutri-
tion and hydration (feeding tube and intravenous water). St. John 
Paul II clarified this question, answering that these are not medical 
treatment but the ordinary means of survival. Therefore, food and 
drink should not be withdrawn unless it causes greater suffering 
and hastens death. 

The three questions are only the first step. Everything should 
begin and continue with prayer. The decision makers should al-
ways consult with their pastor. If the pastor does not know the 
answer, he knows who does. The pastor (or other clergy) will also 
have experience and is prepared to provide spiritual guidance and 
comfort at the critical time. 

It is essential to integrate the teachings of the Church with health 
care decisions, especially so-called end-of-life decision making. 
In many ways, the term “end of life” limits the profound meaning 
of this chapter of life and the importance of the experience of this 
phase. In the words of Eucharistic Preface I For the Dead:

In Him (Christ) the hope of the  
blessed resurrection has dawned,

that those saddened by the  
certainty of dying

might be consoled by the  
promise of immortality to come.

Indeed for your faithful, Lord,  
life is changed not ended, 

and, when this earthly dwelling  
turns to dust, 

an eternal dwelling is made  
ready for them in heaven. 

(Father Paul CB Schenck is Director of the Diocesan Office of 
Respect Life Activities, Diocesan Director of Formation for Perma-
nent Deacons and Chairman of the National Pro-Life Action Center 
in Washington, D.C.) 

Difficult Decisions Near the End of Life

An advance directive incorporates the pro-
visions in a living will, but also make a provi-
sion for a person to select a health care agent 
or power of attorney who will make decisions 
on the person’s behalf if they’re no longer 
able to do so.

Mr. Scheib and fellow panelist Dominic Glo-
rioso, D.O., who specializes in hospice and 
palliative care, encouraged people with ad-
vance directives to update their documents 
on a routine basis or as their health changes, 
and to share their desires with their family 
members. An advance directive locked in a 
safe deposit box at home is of no help to your 
doctors and family members attempting to 
make decisions in a hospital, they said.

Presenting Church teaching on the topic 
was Father Paul CB Schenck, Director of the 
Diocesan Office of Respect Life Activities, Di-
ocesan Director of Formation for Permanent 
Deacons and Chairman of the National Pro-
Life Action Center in Washington, D.C.

“We have a certainty about what happens 
when we die – that’s what Easter is all about,” 

he said. “And still, the uncertainty we have 
about death is that we have not yet died. I’ve 
seen many people die, I’ve been with the dy-
ing, I’ve embraced the dying. But I have not 
died, and that’s the uncertainty. We wonder, 
‘What is death going to be like for me?’”

The Church’s teaching on end-of-life issues 
is deep and vast, and more than 2,000 years 
old, he remarked.

When judging the quality of treatment at the 
end of life, there are three questions to ask:

• Is the treatment futile and won’t change 
the outcome?

• Will the treatment only increase the pa-
tient’s suffering?

• Is the treatment overly burdensome for the 
patient, the patient’s family, or both?

If the answer to any or all of these ques-
tions is “Yes,” then allowing the patient to die 
comfortably and compassionately is often 
the moral thing to do, Father Schenck said. 
“But we must never intend their death, hasten 
their death, or introduce the agent of death,” 
he said.

“We never judge the quality of a person’s 
life, including our own,” he said. “What we 

judge is the quality of the treatment we’re 
considering.”

He also spoke about the Church’s teaching 
on assisted nutrition and hydration.

“The Church teaches that assisted nutrition 
and hydration should not be considered ex-
traordinary means. The Church says these 
are ordinary means because food and water 
are ordinarily needed to sustain life,” he said. 

He cautioned that the Church does not pres-
ent absolute teachings on end-of-life care. 
Even regarding nutrition and hydration, there 
are occasions when, during the dying pro-
cess, food and water can actually increase a 
patient’s suffering or hasten their death.

“Each situation is unique. This is why you 
should have a conversation with your family, 
and invite your pastor in,” Father Schenck ad-
vised. “Every person is unique, and so is their 
circumstance.”

“You absolutely can’t predict the full spec-
trum of what’s going to happen in your care,” 
he said. “That’s why the Church gives us in-
sights and guidance.”
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Organ Donation

saphenous veins – and with organs – heart, lungs, liver, 
kidneys, pancreas and small intestines.

“You are never too old to designate yourself as an 
organ donor on your driver’s license,” Mr. McCumber 
noted.

“Donating an organ is considered an act of charity,” 
he said.

The Catholic Church considers organ donation to be 
a good and meritorious act. Meeting last month with 
the Transplantation Committee for the Council of Eu-
rope, Pope Francis described organ donation as “a tes-
timony of love for our neighbor.”

The Gift of Life 
In March of 2004, Kevin and Phyllis Cogan – mem-

bers of St. Patrick Parish in Carlisle – received the call 
in the middle of the night that no one wants to hear.

Their 29-year-old son Tim – the oldest of their seven 
children – had been in a car accident just a few hundred 
years from his apartment and was on life support.

When it became apparent that Tim would not sur-
vive his head trauma from the accident, a representa-
tive from the Gift of Life Donor Program approached 
Mr. and Mrs. Cogan about donation.

“I can’t remember her name, but the woman from 
the Gift of Life was the kindest person,” Mrs. Cogan 
remembers. 

At the time of Tim’s accident, Mrs. Cogan’s brother 
was in a hospital in Boston waiting for a heart trans-
plant. If Tim’s heart was a match, she inquired, could 
her brother receive it? It was possible. Tim’s heart was 
donated to his uncle.

Most of his other organs and tissues were able to be 
donated to people in need, including an 11-year-old 
boy who received a kidney. The Cogans have since met 
and kept in touch with the recipient and his family who 
received the gift of life.

“This was a gift for us, too, because someone else 
lived, and we know Tim would have wanted that,” 

Continued from 8

Mrs. Cogan said. “It has been a comfort to us to all 
along. Something really beautiful came out of it, and 
we have to be grateful for that.”

Steve Turner wiped tears from his eyes as he listened 
to the Cogans, seated near him on the panel at St. Jo-
seph’s.

A member of the Lutheran Church, Mr. Turner is 
what is known as an altruistic donor – he gave a kidney 
without knowing who would receive it.

Six years ago, while sitting at the Thanksgiving table, 
with noise and laughter and children running about, he 
had what he calls “a moment.”

“Things got very quiet in my mind. I just had this 
sense that, at Thanksgiving tables all around our coun-
try, there were people sitting, and someone was think-
ing, ‘Is this my last Thanksgiving?’”

“The power of that moment just shook me,” Mr. 
Turner said.

On Christmas Day, gathered again with family, the 
same thoughts surfaced. Three days later, he called a 
hospital to find out how he could donate a kidney to 
someone in need.

“I’ve always been driven by the story of the Good 
Samaritan,” he said. “I pictured somebody on the side 
of the road, who I don’t know, but is dying.”

He donated a kidney in April 2010, and it was given 
to a woman in Baltimore helping to raise her grand-
children and great-nephew. One of her family mem-
bers was so grateful for the gift that he donated a kid-
ney – a second donation that inspired a chain of two 
more. Within 24 hours of Mr. Turner’s donation, four 
kidneys were given to four recipients, and everyone is 
living full lives today.

“This transcends us all. This is God working through 
us all,” Mr. Turner said.

“The power of God is this: My recipient had been 
on dialysis for five years. She wasn’t going to make 
it another month or two. She was almost too sick to 
be on the recipient list much longer,” he said. “She is 
African American. I love that God said, ‘Inside, we are 
all the same.’ I’m a perfect blood antigen match for an 

African American woman in Baltimore that I’ve never 
met.”

Joe Gargiulo is alive today, thanks to organ donors 
like John Turner and Tim Cogan.

A member of St. Theresa Parish in New Cumberland, 
Mr. Gargiulo was diagnosed in 1986 with polycystic 
kidney disease, a genetic disorder in which abnormal 
cysts develop and grow in the kidneys until they dete-
riorate.

Within ten years of the diagnosis, Mr. Gargiulo was 
put on dialysis and then on a transplant list, all while 
opening Crossroads Middle School in Lewisberry as 
its first principal.

In 1997, he received a kidney. It came from a de-
ceased eight-year-old boy. The organ functioned well 
for ten years, as expected. 

By 2008, Mr. Gargiulo was on dialysis again, and 
then he developed a septic liver from another health 
issue. He found himself in need of both a kidney and 
a liver. They came on Holy Thursday in 2009, from a 
deceased 18-year-old boy.

“I think about those families. In their hour of worst 
need, they were offering a gift to a stranger,” he said.

And that’s what motivates Mr. Gargiulo, 65, now a 
retired principal and music teacher, to be the man he is 
today – involved as a Boy Scout leader, a cantor, and a 
presenter for the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults).

“As a result of the gifts I received, this is what I’m 
doing. I’m able to live, I’m able to enjoy life because 
somebody was kind enough to give me those gifts,” 
he said.

“My job now is to be the best person I can be, to do 
all of the things that I wouldn’t have had the chance to 
do,” Mr. Gargiulo remarked. “I am the end product of 
what these people have done – whether living donors, 
cadaver donors or family members who made an un-
selfish decision to give somebody a chance to live.”frp,

Celtic Celebrations Showcase
December 20 at 3 p.m. • Scottish Rite Auditorium, 

2701 N. 3rd Street, Harrisburg 
Celtic Celebrations is a collaborative venture involving Harrisburg-area 

Celtic artists who joined talent and forces to aid Hurricane Sandy relief ef-
forts in 2013 and Wounded Warriors in 2014. 

Join the Celtic Martins, Seasons, and The Rebel Heart Irish Dancers as they 
showcase an explosion of Celtic and Christmas melodies along with elegant 
and rhythmic dance. All the artists are respected throughout the Celtic scene, 
with 2015 seeing The Celtic Martins release their new album “FOUR,” Reb-
el Heart Irish Dancers continue to tour their popular “Enchantment of The 
Dance” show, and Seasons being named a “Rising Artist” in the November 
2015 issue of the international publication Irish Music Magazine. 

The 2014 show raised $4,310 for the Pennsylvania Wounded Warriors. This 
year, we will once again be supporting the Pennsylvania Wounded Warriors, 
as well as Hospice of Central PA’s Camp Dragonfly. Special guests this year 
include the Coyle School of Irish Dance and the Harrisburg Scottish Country 
Dancer Society.  

Tickets: $15 Adults; Children 6 and Under $6; Students, Seniors, Military 
$12.

Tickets and more information can be found at: https://celticcelebrations.
wordpress.com/ or by calling 717-232-9896.

Open to girls in grades 9-12  
in the Diocese of Harrisburg

Grand prize: $150
Second prize: $75
Third prize: $50

Design an original art cover for a 
9x12 inch folder that will be used 
by the participants at the 91st Annual 
Convention of the Harrisburg Dioc-
esan Council of Catholic Women on 
April 11, 2016.

The theme of the convention is 
“Sowers of Hope: Opening Our 
Hearts”

The deadline to enter is January 15, 
2016.

Entries may include an original 
drawing or painting. Mediums may 

include watercolor, oil, acrylic, char-
coal or pencil. 

Submit your entry as an attached 
JPEG (preferred size of 10-15 MB) 
to hdccw1@gmail.com with your 
name, address, phone number, email 
address, high school, grade, parish 
and artwork medium. All contest par-
ticipants will be given the opportuni-
ty to have their entry on display be-
fore approximately 350 women and 
priests from the diocese at the con-
vention. Contest will be judged by 
local artists Regina Zogby and Mary 
Ann Muretic, and Father Joseph Got-
walt, HDCCW Spiritual Advisor.

For information, contact the HDC-
CW at 717-860-0700 or hdccw1@
gmail.com.

Art Contest
Sponsored by the Harrisburg Diocesan  

Council of Catholic Women

By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness

Students at Immaculate Conception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary School in New 
Oxford honored veterans past and present 
during a Veterans Day remembrance cer-
emony. Students invited special guests and 
family members who have or are currently 
serving their county. 

Immaculate Conception School paid trib-
ute to their special guests with a touching 
presentation of why the American Flag is 
folded 13 times. Students also saluted their 
guests with song and poetry, and handed 
out thank you cards. A special guest, Jenn 
Bunty, spoke about her time in Afghanistan 
and the journey that led to her career in the 
service. Mrs. Bunty was in her last semes-
ter of nursing school when she received the 

call that she would be 
leaving for Afghani-
stan. While there, she 
helped to build the 
first American combat 
support hospital. After 
her generous sacrifice, 
she is now a part of the 
Immaculate Concep-
tion family, and works 
as the librarian.

The students were 
proud to share this 
time with their guests, 
greeting them at the 
end with hugs and 
gifts of thanks.

Immaculate Conception Honors Special Guests on Veterans Day

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Above: Fourth grader Landon Felix offers a salute after presenting the American 
Flag to Jenn Bunty, school librarian, who served in Afghanistan.
Left: First graders Bridget Bergman and Lyla Sponsellar join schoolmates in  
reciting The Pledge of Allegiance.
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Spiritual Offerings

Recitation of the Rosary for America and the world takes 
place on the square in Littlestown every third Saturday of the month 
at noon. The next date is December 19. Contact Barb Renner at 
barbrenner33@yahoo.com.     

A Pro-Life Mass is celebrated on the first Saturday of every 
month at 8 a.m. at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church in 
Harrisburg. The next Mass December 5. Following Mass, partici-
pants gather at Hillcrest Clinic, 2709 N. Front Street, Harrisburg, to 
pray the Rosary and the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. Breakfast follows. 
Call 717-432-5415 for information.

Recitation of the Rosary for America and the world takes 
place on the square in New Oxford every second Saturday of the 
month at noon. The next date is December 12.

A Traditional Latin Low Mass will be offered monthly on the 
second Sunday of the month at 11 a.m. at the St. Gabriel Chapel of 
Mary, Gate of Heaven Parish, Myerstown, by Father Robert Berger. 
The next date is December 13.

Father Samson from Assumption BVM Parish in Lebanon is 
starting a Charismatic Prayer Group, from 6:30 pm.-7:30 p.m. in the 
Chapel, 2 North 8th Street, Lebanon. The group will meet on the 1st 
and 3rd Thursday of every month.

A Marian Prayer Service is held at St. Margaret Mary Church, 
Harrisburg, on the second Wednesday of each month from 7:00-7:45 
p.m. There are group prayers, a meditation on the month’s theme, 
music, the Rosary and a litany. The next Prayer Service will be on 
December 9.  

Please join the Holy Spirit Hospital Pastoral Care Department 
in an Ecumenical Memorial Service  December 8 at 7 p.m. at Holy 
Spirit Hospital. For more information or to make reservations, contact 
the Pastoral Care Department at (717) 763-2118 or (717) 972-4255.

First Friday Eucharistic Adoration and Prayers will be held on 
December 4 at St. Matthew Church, 607 Stoney Creek Dr., Dauphin 
from 7–9 p.m.  Holy Mass - 7 p.m.; Exposition and Prayers - 7:30 
p.m.; Silent Prayer and opportunity for the Sacrament of Pen-
ance – 8 p.m.; Night Prayer followed by Benediction 8:45 p.m.– 9 
p.m. Come to all or as much as you can. First Fridays will be held at 
St. Matthew Church every month in 2015. For more information, call 
the St. Matthew Parish office at 921-2363.                           

Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey will be held on 
Wednesday, December 2 at 7 p.m.  Father Pius will preside. Come 
and experience the power of praise & worship music and Eucharistic 
Adoration. A reception will be held immediately following the Caelo-
rum. For more information, call 717-583-0240.

Mass with prayers for healing will be celebrated December 1 
at 7 p.m. at St. Theresa Church in New Cumberland by Father Paul 
Helwig. The Mass is sponsored by the Pilgrims of Praise and Life in 
the Spirit prayer groups. For information, call Mary Ann at 717-564-
7709 or Loretta at 717-737-7551.

On Tuesday, December 8, the feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, from 8 p.m. to 12:15 a.m., St. Joan of Arc Parish in 
Hershey will participate in the National Night of Prayer for Life. The 
purpose is to unite our prayers with Catholics throughout the country 
in an effort to help bring back the world to Christ and to bring about 
an end to abortion. The hours are chosen to coincide with Our Lady 
of Guadalupe’s appearance to Juan Diego. The four hour time frame 
was chosen because of the four time zones in the U.S. Each hour 
will include exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, recitation of the 
rosary and time for private prayer. All are welcomed to join in any 
hour or participate in the entire devotion.

Recitation of the Rosary for America and the world takes 
place every second Saturday of the month in the square of Middle-
town at noon. The next gathering will be December 12 at noon.

Good Shepherd Church in Camp Hill will host adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament in the Taize style, Vigil of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary on December 7, from 7 p.m. 
- 8 p.m. Come join us in adoration and praise of the mercies of Our 
Lord in this unique setting the night before the feast of the Im-
maculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Spend an hour, or 
whatever time you can, in adoration in the Taize style before the Real 
Presence of Jesus Christ. Candles will be blessed before the adora-
tion and will be available for pickup after the service. If you are able, 
please include a free will offering to cover the costs of the candle(s).
Taize adoration is sponsored by the Good Shepherd Legion of Mary.

There will be an Ecumenical, Inter-Religious Candlelight 
Remembrance Service held for anyone who has experienced the 
death of a friend, family member, loved one to suicide. It will be held 
December 6 at 6 p.m. at Sacred Heart Basilica, Conewago, 30 Ba-
silica Drive, Hanover, PA  17331. Light refreshments will be served 
in the parish hall following the service. For more information, please 
contact Sue Poist @ 717-624-2055 or smpoist@hotmail.com. All are 
welcome ~ does not matter when the suicide occurred. It is just a 
time for us all to come together to let you know you are not alone.

Saint Benedict Parish Mission will present “Sharing the 
Mercy of God,” November 28-December 3. Mass and Movie daily at 
9 a.m., Confession nightly, adoration and conference daily. Sunday 
through Wednesday at 7p.m. Mass celebrated Thursday, December 
3 at 7 p.m. This event is sponsored by the Spiritual Life Committee. 
For more information, call Evelyn at 717-450-4506 or Lori at 717-
228-9992.

Retreats, Pilgrimages & Trips
An Advent Retreat will be offered December 1 at St. Philip 

the Apostle Church in Millersville. The theme is “The people who 
walked in darkness have seen a great light.” Presenters will be 
Christine Miller and Barbara Navin. Both a day and evening retreat 
are set. Day retreat time is 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Cost of $10 includes 
lunch. Evening retreat is from 6:30-9:30 p.m. Cost is $7 and includes 
light snacks. To register, contact Christine Miller at (717)872-2166 or 
cmiller@hbgdiocese.org.  

The St. Joan of Arc Council of Catholic Women are offering 
on December 5 after the 5:15 p.m. Mass an evening of reflection 
in the St. Joan of Arc Cafeteria. The reflection, “The Advent of 
Acedia,” is being conducted by Father Michael W. Rothan, Pastor of 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Benedict Abbot par-
ishes in Lebanon. All ladies in the Harrisburg Diocese are invited to 
attend. Light refreshments will be served. If interested in attending, 
please contact Philomena Krosmico at philomenakrosmico@gmail.
com or (717) 566-5487.

Trinity High School is sponsoring a trip to Broadway to 
see The King and I, or to spend the day on your own December 
12. Leave Trinity at 7am and leave New York at 6pm. Tickets to 
see the show are $130 with transportation, or $65 for transportation 
only. If interested, a $25 non-refundable deposit will hold your seat. 
Contact Sister Susan at 717-761-1116.

Events & Fund-Raisers
Breakfast in Bethlehem will be held  December 5 at St. 

Benedict the Abbot, 1300 Lehman Street, Lebanon, from 8 a.m.-
noon. Breakfast provided by the Knights of Columbus with a one-
man dramatization of the Nativity Story presented by Father Michael 
Rothan at 8:30 and 10. No tickets needed, at door admission is $5 
adults and $3 children. Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus. 
Contact dorseyppr@aol.com or call 319-7164 for information.

HO! HO! HO!  It’s time to get in the Christmas Spirit while 
getting some exercise too! Bishop McDevitt High School’s 3rd 
Annual SANTA 5K RUN/Walk is set for December 12. Come join 
us for this festive holiday inspired event! All participants that run or 
walk a 5K or 1 Mile loop will receive and race in a Santa hat and 
Santa long sleeve shirt. Online registration is now live at www.
bishopmcdevitt.org. If you are interested in a sponsorship or in 
having your business name on a 4 Ft. high Candy Cane lining the 
course, contact Cheri Comasco at ccomasco@bishopmcdevitt.org 
or 717-236-7973. 

Come join other young adults in Lancaster on December 
9 for a discussion with Deacon Jeff Baylor at Annie Bailey’s Irish 
Pub on the topic, “Glory to God in the Highest, Welcoming the Birth 
of Christ with the Angels”. Happy half hour begins at 7p.m and 
speaker begins at 7:30p.m. followed by Q&A. Theology on Tap is 
a Young Adult Ministry and Evangelization outreach of the Catholic 
Diocese of Harrisburg. All young adults, (20s and 30s) single or 
married, Catholic or not, are invited to attend the events. Go to:  
www.totlancaster.com for more information.

Tri-County Young Adults/Theology On Tap (Adams, Franklin, 
and lower Cumberland Counties) will host an afternoon of Christ-
mas card making, socializing, and caroling with residents of South 
Mountain Restoration Center on Saturday, December 5 from 2:30-4 
p.m. For more information and to register, email tricountytot@
gmail.com or search for ‘TriCountyTOT’ to join the event on Face-
book. Deadline to register is December 1.

B-I-N-G-O will be held on November 29 in St. James Hall, 
505 Woodcrest Ave., Lititz. The event is sponsored by the St. 
James Men’s Club. Doors open at 12:30p.m. and Bingo starts 
2 p.m. There is a $1,000 Jackpot and 50-50 specials. Lots of food 
available. $15 admission includes 9 cards & 3 strips  jackpot. Must 
be 18 years old to play.

It’s time to start clearing the closet, basement and under 
the bed for all of your new and gently used shoes for the annual 
St. Nicholas Shoe Collection at St. Joseph School in York. This is a 
fantastic way to get the kids involved helping others as we prepare 
for the joys of giving this Christmas season. Last year we donated 
640 pairs of shoes. With your help, we have helped thousands of 
deserving individuals in our area and are eager to do more! Any 
questions, email or call Susannah Gillespie at craftygillespie@
hotmail.com or 717-781-6625 or 717-755-1797 x328. Shoes will 
be collected at St. Joseph School, York, from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. until 
December 4 and displayed on December 7 for the school to see.

St. Francis Xavier Catholic School in Gettysburg will be 
holding its Third Annual Noreen Neitz Memorial 5K Run and 
Sufficiently Radical 1 mile walk on Saturday, December 19. The 5K 
race will begin at 10am and the 1 mile walk will begin at 11:15am. 
Same day registration will be accepted beginning at 8am. Pre-
registration is encouraged and t-shirts are guaranteed for all runners 
and walkers registered by Tuesday, November 24. Pre-registration 
information can be found on the school development website, http://
www.sfxs.org/development or www.parunners.com. The race and 
walk will begin and end at St. Francis Xavier Catholic School, Xavier 
Center at 465 Table Rock Road, Gettysburg.

York Catholic High School’s Athletic Association is hosting 
Bingo December 6 at the high school.  Doors open at noon and 
games begin at 2 p.m. Cost is $30 at the door and includes 15 pa-
per cards. Additional strips of 3 are available for $3 each. There are 
two jackpots of $500 and one $1,000 jackpot. Refreshments will be 
available for purchase. For more information, call York Catholic High 
School weekdays from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 717-846-8871, ext. 11. 

York Catholic will be open to the public on Wednesday, 
December 9 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. for families who want to take a 
tour while classes are in session. One of the YC Student Ambassa-
dors will escort families and let them observe a typical school day. 
All visitors will have a chance to meet with the Admissions Director 
to have questions answered. If you have any questions prior to 
“Welcome Wednesday” on December 9, contact Heather Hoffman, 
Director of Admissions & Enrollment, at 717-846-8871, ext.20 or 
hhoffman@yorkcatholic.org.

St. Rose of Lima invites you to begin this The Year of Mercy 
with a joyful event. We will present the drama, “The Letter of 
James”, starring actor Frank Runyeon December 10 at 7pm in the 
church at 998 W. Market St., York. Other churches have called this 
presentation “superb”, “powerful” and “mesmerizing”.  Admission is 
free and all are welcome.

Holy Spirit–A Geisinger Affiliate is presenting a health lec-
ture focusing on heart conditions at the Bosler Memorial Library, 
Carlisle, on December 15, at 6:30 p.m. Karrie Peterson, BSN, RN, 
Tom Abruzzo, BSN, RN, and Icely Guzman, RN, from the cardio-
vascular unit at The Ortenzio Heart Center at Holy Spirit, will talk 

about Acute Coronary Syndrome (ACS). This workshop is part of the 
Your Health @ Bosler educational series. Holy Spirit staff pres-
ent health topics on the third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. 
at the library. The community is encouraged to attend. The Bosler 
Memorial Library is located at 158 W. High Street, Carlisle. For more 
information about this workshop, please call 717-763-2553 or send 
an email to HSGACommEdweb@geisinger.edu. 

Come to Saint Ann Byzantine Catholic Church for good deli-
cious food. Perohi and Kielbasa are being sold on Wednesdays 
and Saturdays in the parish hall at 5408 Locust Lane, Harrisburg. 
Saturday sales will be from 9 a.m.-noon on Dec. 5, 12, and 
19. Wednesday’s sales will be from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. on Dec. 2, 
9 and 16. Visit www.stannbyz.org or call (717) 652-0545 for more 
information. Other fillings available will be: Cabbage, Sauerkraut, 
Farmer Cheese, Prune and Apple. The Perohi are sold frozen by the 
dozen. The Smoked Kielbasa will be sold in rings for $6. The newly 
remodeled Saint Ann Gift store will be open during the sale times for 
your holiday shopping.

Christopher West will be giving the talk “God, Sex, and the 
Meaning of Life” at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Enola. Join 
best-selling author Christopher West as he explores 
the ancient but forgotten truth that our deepest desires 
of body and soul are meant to lead us to the infinite, 
to God. December 13 from 7-9 p.m.. at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Church, 225 Salt Road, Enola. For more in-
formation, contact Erica Benning at benning58@gmail.
com or 717-979-9941. This is a free event open to all.

The Harrisburg Catholic Social Singles (ages 35-65) will be 
hiking at the Wildwood Park on December 5 at 10 a.m. The group 
will meet at the Nature Center. Lunch will follow at the Colonial Park 
Diner at noon. For more information, contact Dan Matarrese at DG-
Matarrese@yahoo.com or 717-236-8149 or Kathy at 717-732-2289.

St. Peter Parish in Columbia will host its annual Christmas 
Bazaar December 5 and Sunday, December 6 in the Parish Center, 
Second and Union Streets, Columbia. All items for sale are either 
made or donated by parishioners. A light meal of soup and sand-
wiches along with an assortment of desserts will be available follow-
ing the 5 p.m. Saturday Mass. On Sunday, a continental breakfast 
will be available following the 8 a.m. Mass. Also on Sunday, from 11 
a.m.-2 p.m., a full-course ham dinner will be served along with des-
serts made by parishioners. Tickets for the dinner will be available at 
the door for eat in or take out. 

St. Jude Thaddeus in Mifflintown Women’s Guild Christmas 
Cookie Walk and gift sale December 12 in the church social 
hall from 9 a.m.-noon (or while supply lasts). Purchase an empty 
container for $10 and fill it with your choice from a wide variety of 
homemade Christmas cookies. Sale features a selection of lovely, 
handmade gifts, homemade candies, and a White Elephant table 
with assorted Christmas items. We are growing and have increased 
our cookies and selection of crafts and needlework. Doors open at 
8 a.m. Come early and join us for free coffee. St. Jude Thaddeus 
Catholic Church is located at 3819 William Penn Hwy. (Old Route 
22) across the street from Tuscarora Junior High School. For direc-
tions or more information, contact Shirley Baade at 436-2373.

St. Rita’s Women’s Society will hold the annual Christmas 
Mart and Religious Articles Sale December 5 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
at the Parish Hall behind the Church on 13219 Monterey Lane, Blue 
Ridge Summit. Live green wreaths, swags and centerpieces, crafts, 
baked goods and religious articles as well as lunch and a raffle will 
be available. The religious articles sale will also be held after all the 
Masses on Saturday evening as well as Sunday morning (4:30 p.m. 
Saturday; 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Sunday). Contact Sylvia Bloom 
at 717-794-2432 or hrbloom@pa.net or Rose Hebda at 717-762-
6257 or rehebda@comcast.net to order grave blankets or special 
wreaths, etc., (for example, 2 of a kind).

St. Joseph the Worker Parish in Bonneauville will hold its 
2nd Annual Christmas Bazaar on Dec. 12 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Over 40 vendors will be selling their wares. There will be breakfast 
and lunch served, as well as a raffle for a handmade cabinet made 
by a parishioner. Other raffles will take place on gift baskets.  

Immaculate Conception is now accepting vendor applica-
tions for their annual Winterfest Holiday Bazaar to be held, Decem-
ber 5 from 8:00-2:00 at the New Oxford Social Club Pavilion, 200 W. 
Golden Lane, New Oxford. Contact Leslie Nieves at Leslie.Nieves@
hotmail.com for additional details.

Immaculate Conception Parish in Fairfield will hold an Old 
Fashioned Christmas Bazaar for the whole family, December 5 
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at the church on Tract Road. There will be an 
“Elves Wonderland Village” just for kids, a bake sale, wreathes, 
ceramics, stocking stuffers, jewelry, books and authors, framed pho-
tography, religious articles, handmade purses, activities for children, 
juried vendors and lunch.

Immaculate Conception BVM School in New Oxford is hosting 
its annual Winterfest Holiday Bazaaar on Dec. 5 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 
at the New Oxford Social Club Pavilion, 200 W. Golden Lane. With 
more than 35 vendors, you can start and finish your Christmas 
shopping here. Select from homemade Christmas merchandise, 
handcrafted wood items, painted tins, fresh wreathes and hand-
crafted items. Breakfast and lunch will be served. Save room for our 
famous cookie walk. Admission and parking are free.

Parish, School  
& Organization News

Volunteers are needed for prison ministry communion 
services and catechesis at Dauphin County Prison – particu-
larly on Saturdays and on Thursday afternoons, but also on other 
days. Please contact Deacon Jim Doyle at 717-343-1102 or 
OLBSDEACON@gmail.com if you are interested and available for 
this rewarding ministry. It is a true work of Mercy and of the New 
Evangelization.

Court Queen of Peace #1023 Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas announces the Catholic Daughters of The Americas 2016 
National Education Contest for Grades 4 –12. Entrants can choose 
from two themes: “WE ARE STEWARDS OF GOD’S CREATION” 
or “HOW DO WE CARE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT”. For details of 
contest rules and awards, please go to www.catholicdaughters.org, 
scroll down the page to frequent downloads, and under contests, 
select Education Contest Forms. 
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Winning when you are expected to do so is 
perhaps the one of the most difficult feats 

in sports. Expectations create pressure, and how a 
team responds to that tension is always in doubt.

But the Trinity Shamrocks girls’ soccer team 
handled that tension in an impressive manner 
as they successfully defended their PIAA State 
Class A championship with a 3-1 win over Loy-
alsock Township at Hersheypark Stadium on a 
chilly, but perfect soccer weather Nov. 20. A year 
ago at the same venue, the ’Rocks beat Greens-
burg Central Catholic to win state gold. 

While Trinity, a senior-laden squad on both 
ends of the field, has several superb offensive 
weapons, it’s their defense that has won them 
consecutive state championships. Tied 1-1 go-
ing into the second half against Loyalsock, the 
game could have gone either way between these 
evenly matched teams. The ’Rocks only gave 
up two shots on goal the entire second half, and 
when the defense did let a ball behind them, Trin-
ity’s outstanding goalie Amanda Knaub made 
a couple of bold saves coming out of the net to 

thwart these open field chances. Two perfectly 
placed top shelf shots by Lauren Gatesman and 
Amy Corbett gave Trinity the lead early in the 
second half to all but seal the deal for Trinity. Af-
ter the championship game, keeper Knaub said of 
her defensive teammates, “They save my butt all 
the time…. They’re my rock; I’d trust them with 
my life.”

In the state semi-final against Warrior Run, an-
other District 4 team who had beaten Loyalsock 
in their district tournament, played Trinity tight 
at Hamburg High School’s Hawk Hill Stadium.      

After 110 minutes of scoreless soccer, Trinity 
won 3-0 on penalty kicks in a tension-packed fin-
ish that saw the ’Rocks bury their PK’s and the 
Lady Defenders kicks snuffed out on three bril-
liant saves by Knaub, who was a wall in net. It 
was a moment that defined this squad when pres-
sure and tension met and was handled well. 

In the last two seasons, the ’Rocks haven given 
up only 18 goals in 50 games, posting an amazing 
35 shutouts over that span. If you don’t have faith 
in the old adage that defense does win champion-
ships, Trinity’s two state soccer champs should 
make you believe that this is quite true.

Rock Solid Defense Earns  
Trinity Repeat Championship

Top left: Lauren 
Gatesman, Trinity 
defender, nails a 
ball against  
Warrior Run in the 
state semifinal.
Left: Trinity’s Ashley 
Rogliano wins a 
ball against a Lady 
Defender.
Right: Amanda 
Knaub embraces 
Emily D’Amico as 
they celebrate their 
second state  
championship.
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Above: Trinity’s goalkeeper Amanda Knaub makes a key save on a penalty kick against Warrior 
Run.
Left: Trinity’s Theresa Duerle, the teams’ leading scorer, heads a ball against Loyalsock.
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