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Sacred Heart Dedication
After more than a decade of dreaming, planning and sacrificing, mem-

bers of Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Cornwall rejoiced in the dedica-
tion of their new church on a bright and crisp February 7.

The former church, built on the parish grounds a little more than a 
century ago, was razed to make way for a larger and handicap-accessible 
place of worship. Yet, the parish ensured that the characteristics of the 
former church would be incorporated into the new one. The original 
church doors and stained-glass windows are prominently featured in the 
new church, while the façade, lighting and wooden trusses are reminis-
cent of the historic one.

“Today is a day of rejoicing,” Bishop Ronald Gainer told parishioners 
in his homily during the Mass. “Millions of Americans will be celebrat-
ing Super Bowl Sunday today, but we have our own ‘Super Sunday’ 
right here at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church.”

See the full article and photographs from the Rite of Dedication on 
pages 8 and 9.
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Father Robert Sharman, pastor of St. Bernard Parish in New Bloomfield and Diocesan Direc-
tor of the Office of Pontifical Missions, anoints the hands of Patricia Moose with sacred Chrism 
during the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. Father Sharman celebrated Mass and visited 
patients at Holy Spirit Hospital in Camp Hill on Feb. 11, the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes and 
World Day of Prayer for the Sick. 

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

In establishing the World Day of Prayer for the Sick on the Feast 
of Our Lady of Lourdes in 1991, St. John Paul II called the Church 
to observe it as a special time of offering one’s suffering for the 
good of the Church, and reminding the faithful to see the “face of 
the suffering Christ” in those who are ill.

“On the commemoration of Our Lady of Lourdes, whose shrine 
at the foot of the Pyrenees has become a temple of human suffering, 
we approach — as she did on Calvary, where the cross of her Son 
rose up — the crosses of pain and solitude of so many brothers and 
sisters to bring them comfort, to share their suffering and present it 
to the Lord of life, in spiritual communion with the whole Church,” 
St. John Paul II wrote in his message for the inaugural World Day 
of the Sick.

On this year’s commemoration on Feb. 11, Father Robert Shar-
man, pastor of St. Bernard Parish in New Bloomfield and Diocesan 
Director of the Office of Pontifical Missions, celebrated a Mass of 
Healing and the Anointing of the Sick in the chapel at Holy Spirit 
Hospital in Camp Hill, and then celebrated the Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick for several patients in their rooms. 

Father Sharman celebrated the solemn sacraments in the place 
of Bishop Ronald Gainer, who was initially to have been the cel-
ebrant, but could not attend because of an unforeseeable change in 
his schedule.

In the hospital chapel, illuminated by the sunlight streaming 
through the stained-glass windows, those who are suffering from 
illness were joined by family members, hospital staff and Sisters of 
Christian Charity who reside in the adjacent convent for the Mass, 
concelebrated by Father Avitus Siriwa, A.J., and Father Barnabas 
Shayo, A.J., hospital chaplains, and by Father John Acri, a retired 
priest of the diocese.

In establishing the World Day of Prayer for the Sick, St. John 
Paul II “understood the wonderful integration of what we believe as 
Catholic Christians – that suffering can have deep meaning in one’s 
life, and that we should not be afraid of it, but, in fact like Christ, 
embrace it and our pain to understand where God calls us,” Father 
Sharman remarked in his homily.

World Day of Sick Calls us to See  
‘Face of the Suffering Christ’ in Those Who are Ill

More WORLD DAY OF SICK, page 15
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Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg
invites you on an 11-day pilgrimage with Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer, Bishop of Harrisburg, PA

I TALY
August 27-September 6, 2016

• Rome:  Four major basilicas, Catacombs, the Vatican area including the Sistine Chapel.
     Be in Rome for the potential canonization of Blessed Mother Teresa and/or the  
     Angelus with Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, in St. Peter’s Square.
• Assisi:  Sites associated with Sts. Francis & Clare
• Orvieto / Lanciano:   Eucharistic Miracles
• Loreto:  The Holy House of Nazareth
• San Giovanni:  Sites associated with Padre Pio
• Monte Sant’ Angelo:   St. Michael’s cave
• Montecassino: The Abbey
• And so much more!

Travel by:
PO Box 280

Batesville, IN 47006
800.713.9800

travel@pentecosttours.com

Early registration price $2,999 + $639* per person from JFK
if deposit is paid by 5-19-16

Base price $3,099 + $639* per person after 5-19-16

*Estimated Airline Taxes & Fuel Surcharges subject to increase/decrease at 30 days prior

Most Reverend 
Ronald W. Gainer

Call for a brochure 
or to register

800.713.9800

Marking the beginning of Lent, Catholics began 
the penitential season by attending Mass on Ash 
Wednesday, observed on Feb. 10 this year. During 
a noon Mass that he celebrated at St. Patrick Ca-
thedral in Harrisburg, Bishop Ronald Gainer placed 
ashes on the foreheads of the faithful, and also 

blessed Rice Bowls for members of the congrega-
tion to take home and fill with their Lenten mon-
etary sacrifices. 

The custom of marking the foreheads of the faith-
ful with ashes in the sign of a cross dates back to 
the eighth century, reminiscent of the sackcloth and 

ashes that penitents publically wore as a sign of 
their sinfulness. 

The ashes are created from burning the palms 
blessed on the previous year’s Palm Sunday. 

Marking the ashes in the form of a cross reminds 
us to be humble and to sacrifice during the Lenten 
season, and of our own mortality.

Ash Wednesday at the Cathedral

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Above: A woman receives ashes from Bishop Ronald Gainer during the Ash 
Wednesday Mass at St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg Feb. 10.
Left: An infant casts a glance while taking sustenance after receiving ashes.

Saturday, March 19 
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

Keynote Speaker: Sister Donna Markham, OP, Ph.D., 
Former Prioress of the Adrian  

Dominican Sisters and the first female President  
and CEO of Catholic Charities USA
Mass Celebrant: Bishop Ronald Gainer

The day begins with Mass at 8:30 a.m., followed by the keynote address.

There will be workshop sessions before and after lunch, including ses-
sions on immigration reform, affordable health care and religious free-

dom, ecology and Pope Francis’ encyclical, end of life issues, parish 
social action, faithful citizenship, the dignity of the human person, 
youth involvement in social justice programs, and a Hispanic minis-
try workshop. The day concludes with closing prayer.
For registration information, visit the diocesan website at  

www.hbgdiocese.org.

Symposium on Catholic Social Teaching
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Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

COURTESY OF MISSION DOCTORS ASSOCIATION
Dr. Lou Coda and his daughter, Clare, are pictured with a nursing student caring 
for a young patient. Dr. Coda and his wife, Marty, members of St. Andrew Parish 
in Waynesboro, are being recognized this year for their efforts with the Mission 
Doctors Association.

Waynesboro Parishioners Recognized for Mission 
Work in Africa, Papua New Guinea

Submitted by Jessica Franks
Special to The Witness

Sitting in the chapel during Good Fri-
day services, Mission Doctor Lou Coda 
tries to make sense of the day.

“The rain begins to hit the metal roof 
of the small chapel in rural Uganda, dur-
ing the prayers of petitions. Heavier and 
heavier, louder and louder, drowning out 
all voices, so loud that even thinking is 
difficult. In the center of the chapel, my 
gaze is held by the crucifix, a wooden 
carving that depicts Christ dying on the 
cross. Behind Jesus is God the Father 
standing with outstretched arms sup-
porting the nailed hands of His son. Un-
able to think through the pounding rain, 
laden with the frustrations and pain of 
infant’s death and the day’s suffering, 
all that I am able to do is sit and know 
somewhere deep in my gut that I join in 
Christ’s suffering. Sometimes we may 
not understand God’s purpose for us or 
sense God’s presence. Our challenge is 
to accept this and to trust the road God 
leads us down, wherever it may go. So I 
am given the strength to wait.”

This is not Dr. Coda’s first medical mis-
sion. Lou and his wife, Marty, have re-
turned to Uganda after several short-term 
mission strips to Uganda and Cameroon. 
They started their service with Mission 
Doctors in 1990 with their then-young 
family, serving a long-term mission to 
Papua New Guinea. This Pennsylvania 
couple, parishioners from St. Andrew 
Parish in Waynesboro, will be honored 
with the 2016 Mission Doctors Associa-
tion Msgr. Anthony Brouwers Award for 
their dedicated service to Christ’s poor.

Elise Frederick, Executive Director 
of Mission Doctors Association, shared, 
“Honoring these two dedicated individu-
als is an opportunity to recognize true 
Missionary hearts. Their lives have been 
and are a witness of faith and service. For 
more than 25 years, they have extended 
their love to the underserved around the 
world. Care offered with compassion, 
genuine concern for those who are afflict-
ed with illness and burdened with pov-
erty. Lou and Marty Coda live what all 
Christians are called to do – recognize Je-
sus in all people, in the patients in Papua 

New Guinea, in Cameroon and Uganda. 
Mission Doctors is honored to have this 
opportunity to thank Dr. and Mrs. Coda 
for their great love and service.”

“Each day is full, with children in the 
pediatric ward, the nursery of premature 
infants, children in the surgical ward, and 
outpatient consults,” reflected Dr. Coda. 
“Together, Clare, our eldest daughter on 
her last rotation of medical school, and 
I work together through the days’ chal-
lenges. Clare was two years old when we 
made our first trip with Mission Doctors 
Association and spent several years at St. 

Clergy Appointments
Effective February 15, 2016

• Rev. Raymond LaVoie to Deployment with United States Army
until December 2016

• Deacon Stephen Huete to Pastoral Associate at St. Ignatius Loyola
 Parish, Buchanan Valley.

• Rev. Brian Wayne from Assistant Director in the Office of
 Vocations to Interim Vocation Director until June, and continues
 as Campus Minister, Millersville University.

• Rev. Pius Tukura Michael, O.P., from Chaplain, Hershey Medical 
Center, to Parochial Vicar, Sacred Heart, Lewistown and St. Jude, 
Mifflintown.

• Rev. Michael Opoki, AJ, from Parochial Vicar, Sacred Heart, 
Lewistown and St. Jude, Mifflintown, to Chaplain, Hershey
Medical Center.

Effective March 9, 2016
•  Rev. John Bateman from Pastor, St. Francis Xavier, Gettysburg, 

to Secretary to Cardinal Edwin O’Brien in Rome for 3 years.
•  Rev. Daniel Richards from Parochial Vicar, St. Francis Xavier, 

Gettysburg, to Administrator Pro Tem at St. Francis Xavier Parish, 
Gettysburg.

Annulment Presentations Scheduled
The Tribunal of the Diocese of Harrisburg will offer presentations concerning 

divorce and annulments from the Catholic perspective in the coming months. 
These presentations will be helpful for divorced Catholics, divorced people 
who wish to marry Catholics, parish leaders involved in the RCIA process and 
those who have a vested interested because of family or friends.

Presentations will include a question-and-answer session and an opportunity 
for private conversation with Tribunal staff and representatives. For more in-
formation, call 717-657-4804 or send an e-mail to tribunal@hbgdiocese.org.

March 7 at 7 p.m., Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, Room 103
March 9 at 7 p.m., St. Joseph, York

May 10 at 7 p.m., St. Joseph, Danville
June 15 at 7 p.m., St. Patrick, Carlisle

Mary’s Hospital in Papua New Guinea. 
There, she spoke pidgin English and 
spent her days running around the com-
pound with her friends. Now, 25 years 
later, she is again overseas with us, this 
time full of ability and compassion, able 
to help serve others in need. Perhaps it is 
wise to trust the roads God leads us on.”

For more than five decades, Mission 
Doctors Association has trained, sent 
and supported Catholic doctors and their 
families, like the Codas, from across the 
United States to serve people of all faiths 
in some of the most under-served areas 
of the world. 

“For all of us who are a part of MDA, 
whether as a volunteer or a supporter, we 
are all called to serve. It is a deep call to 
help not only bind the wounds of those 
who are very poor and suffering around 
the world, but in doing so, we continue to 
heal our own weaknesses and bring our-
selves nearer to Christ,” Dr. Coda shared. 

Some of the challenges have changed 
but the needs of men, women and chil-
dren in mission are as great now as they 
were in 1959, when the MDA was found-
ed by Msgr. Anthony Brouwers. Mission 
Doctors Association continues to receive 
requests from mission hospitals and bish-
ops for faith-filled doctors and their fami-
lies to not only care for patients, but live 
as an example of Christ’s love in their 
communities.

For information about Mission Doctors 
Association, visit www.missiondoctors.
org.

(Jessica Franks is the Communications 
Director of the Mission Doctors Associa-
tion.)

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 
for Post Abortion Healing

For anyone hurting from an abortion experience, there is hope, mercy and 
forgiveness. If you or someone you know is hurting, there is help. You are 
not alone.

Consider attending a Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat. All inquires are strictly 
confidential.

In Philadelphia March 11-13 – Call Geri at 610-399-0890  
In York April 1-3 – Call Becky or Joy at 717-788-4959

In Doylestown April 22-24 – Call Evelyn at 215-317-5752                 
Space is limited, so register early. Visit www.rachelsvineyard.org. 

• February 20 – Sacrament of Confirmation, Holy Name of Jesus Church,  
Harrisburg, 10 a.m.

• February 21 – Celebrate Mass at Gettysburg College for Catholic Campus  
Ministry, 5 p.m.

• February 22 – Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary Visit, Wynnewood.
• February 23 – Preside at Closing of Forty Hours Devotions, St. Patrick Church, 

Carlisle, 7 p.m.
• February 24 – Teach High School Senior Lenten Course via wide-area network, 

9 a.m.
• February 27 – Sacrament of Confirmation, St. Catherine Labouré Church,  

Harrisburg, 10 a.m.
• February 28 – Sacrament of Confirmation, St. Leo the Great Church,  

Rohrerstown, 2 p.m.
• March 1 – Celebrate Mass at Corpus Christi School, Chambersburg, 9:30 a.m.
• March 2 – Sacrament of Confirmation, Good Shepherd Church, Camp Hill,  

7 p.m. 
• March 3 – Sacrament of Confirmation, Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary Church, Middletown, 7 p.m.
• March 5 – Celebrate Mass at Camp Hill Prison, 8 a.m.
• March 6 – Lenten Vespers, St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 4 p.m.
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Diocesan Men’s Conference
“Jesus I Trust in You: Men Called to the Ocean of Mercy”

Saturday, March 12
Bishop McDevitt High School, Harrisburg

Keynote Speaker: Tom Peterson,  
Founder and President of Catholics Come Home

Mass Celebrant: Bishop Ronald Gainer

The day will also include Divine Mercy Reflection, Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament, Workshop Sessions, the Sacrament of Reconciliation and lunch. 
The day will conclude with Mass at 3 p.m.

For online registration, a full schedule of the day, and a list of workshop 
topics and presenters, go to www.hbgdiocese.org. 

Girl Scout Pilgrimage and Workshop
Saturday, March 12 from 2-5:30 p.m.

St. Catherine Labouré Church, Harrisburg
Our Lady of the Miraculous  

Medal Pilgrimage and Workshop
For Girl Scouts and  

American Heritage Girls of all ages
The day includes the Sacrament of  

Reconciliation at 4 p.m., and Mass at 
4:30 p.m. Cost is $5 per girl. The event is  
sponsored by the Harrisburg Diocesan  
Catholic Committee for Girl Scouts and Camp 
Fire.For information, visit www.hbgdiocese.
org/youth-and-young-adults/catholic-scouting 

Purpose of Mercy
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC

Special to The Witness

When I was a child, my father had to go on an extended business trip to Puerto 
Rico during one of the snowiest winters in history. As I helped my sister and my 
mom dig our house out of the most recent snowfall, I wondered what my dad was 
doing at the time. You see, he would mail 8 mm film movies to us of him swim-
ming in the Caribbean, playing golf and other warm weather moments of rec-
reation. After one of the latest snowfalls, I found myself once more home from 
school and bored out of my mind. At around noon time, I heard the squeak of the 
brakes on the mail truck. Our mailman was truly the epitome of 
“Neither snow nor rain nor heat nor gloom of night stays these 
couriers from the swift completion of their appointed rounds” 
(even though the Postal Service has no 
official motto).  

I put on my winter coat, boots and 
gloves and ventured out to the bot-
tom of my driveway to retrieve a small 
brown item that the postman had put in 
the mailbox. To my surprise, I found 
my name of the surface as well as a 
plethora of stamps. I had no idea what I 
had in my hand. As I walked back into the house and stomped 
the snow off my boots, I called up to my mom, “Ma!  There is a package from 
dad in the mail.” “Open it,” was her response. “I don’t know how!” She asked 
for the item I clutched in my hand. She giggled, “You have no idea what this is, 
do you?” “No idea whatsoever!” I retorted.  

She explained to me that it was a fresh coconut that my father evidently had 
collected and mailed it to us. My sister then explained that if I pried it open, I 
could drink the coconut milk and delight in the fresh meat. This was going to be 
a bit tricky. You see, when dad left for Puerto Rico, he locked his tool chest so 
that my brother would not use his tools.  

Undaunted, I combed the shelves searching for a tool that could assist in this 
endeavor. I finally found a bent hammer. Using all my strength, I banged away at 
the hard exterior of the coconut. After several minutes, there was a tiny crack in 
the shell.  “I need something to pry the crack bigger,” I thought. No abandoned 
screwdrivers were to be found. I then spied an old pair of stainless steel scissors 
with 14-inch blades. With much gusto, I put the blades of the scissors into the 
crack and twisted and twisted and banged. Finally, I heard a sound that was just 
a bit alarming. I looked down at the scissors. Both blades were snapped off and 
were now only about two inches long! The broken blades were deep within the 
center of the coconut. Giving up a great sigh, I then resorted to a dropping a cin-
derblock over the coconut in order to experience the taste of victory!

Upon my dad’s return from his business trip, I related to him the entire story 
and held the two-inch bladed scissors up for his inspection. Between his peals of 
laughter and shaking his head, he asked, “Ahh, the purpose of scissors are?” I 
responded, with eyes downward, “Cutting material or paper.” He replied, “You 
learned an important lesson: Use tools for the purpose in which they were cre-
ated.”

I cannot help thinking about this experience as I begin to explore the purpose 
of the Year of Mercy. According to the Papal Bull of Indiction of the Extraordi-
nary Jubilee of Mercy penned by Pope Francis, the Year of Mercy, is to “gaze 
attentively on mercy, … an effective sign of the Father’s action in our lives.” (3)

Pope Francis wishes that we would be “merciful like the Father.” He goes on 
to explain that when we experience true mercy, we experience the proof of God’s 
love for us. “He gives his entire self, always, freely, asking nothing in return. 
He comes to our aid whenever we call upon him. What a beautiful thing that the 
Church begins her daily prayer with the words, ‘O God, come to my assistance. 
O Lord, make haste to help me!’ (Ps 70:2) The assistance we ask for is already 
the first step of God’s mercy toward us. He comes to assist us in our weakness. 
And his help consists in helping us accept his presence and closeness to us. Day 
after day, touched by his compassion, we also can become compassionate to-
wards others.” (14)

Let me repeat something: He comes to assist us in our weakness. God comes 
to us. He reaches out his hand in eternal tenderness and compassion no mat-
ter what we have broken, no matter how we have sinned, or how we have hurt 
others by our actions or omissions. “He heals the brokenhearted, and binds up 
their wounds … The Lord lifts up the downtrodden, he casts the wicked to the 
ground.” (Psalm147:3,6) Have you ever personally experienced this tenderness 
of God?  If yes, then you have an obligation to share this tenderness; his love, 
to others. Personal experience of God’s merciful love forever changes an indi-
vidual. It recreates a “restore point” to the place when we were created anew 
through His love!  

This experience should not be a mere memory, but rather invoke us to reach 
out to others. Through living out the corporal and spiritual works of mercy, we 
put on the face of Christ and share that face with others. By feeding the hungry, 
giving drink to the thirsty, clothing the naked, sheltering the homeless, visiting 
the sick and imprisoned, burying the dead, instructing the ignorant, counseling 
the doubtful, admonishing sinners, bearing wrongs patiently, forgiving offenses 
willingly, comforting the afflicted and praying for the living and the dead, we 
incarnate Jesus in our time and in our community. In a sense we are fulfilling the 
purpose of our existence:  loving others as God loves us.

During the course of this Holy Year, reach out and share God’s love in a very 
real way.

As a reminder, does anyone want a nubby pair of scissors?
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network Coor-

dinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for Wives in 
the Diaconate Program. An educator for 29 years, she is responsible for Profes-
sional Development Programs for every age learner. Through her presentations, 
she challenges her audiences to be the individual God has called them to be.) 

Thoughts
from a Catholic  

Evangelist
Sister Geralyn 
Schmidt, SCC
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COURTESY OF AMY YEAGLE
Tony Mercuri, Meredith Westington, Dane Moore, Father David Hereshko and  
Lucas Liberacki stand in front of the fence they built as part of their volunteer  
efforts with Habitat for Humanity’s Collegiate Challenge program in Virginia.

Bloomsburg Catholic Campus Ministry Students 
Build Hope with Habitat for Humanity

By Amy Yeagle
Special to The Witness

From tiling floors to building fenc-
es, a group of Bloomsburg University 
Catholic Campus Ministry students 
learned valuable skills this winter break 
while also helping others. The group 
of eight students, along with Catholic 
Campus Ministry director Father David 
Hereshko and associate director Amy 
Yeagle, spent January 3-9 volunteering 
with Habitat for Humanity’s Collegiate 
Challenge program in Hanover County, 
Virginia. 

Habitat for Humanity is a nonprofit 
ecumenical organization which focuses 
on building and rehabilitating houses 
with the help of homeowner families 
and volunteers. These simple, decent 
houses are sold to homeowner families 
at no profit and are financed with af-
fordable loans. Over 1 million people 
volunteer with Habitat for Humanity 
each year to contribute to their mission 
of eliminating poverty housing (http://
www.habitat.org/how). 

While on their mission trip, Blooms-
burg University Catholic Campus Min-
istry was able to assist Hanover County 
Habitat for Humanity with building one 
of the six homes they will complete this 
year. This two-bedroom, two-bathroom 
home is being built for a single mother 
and her two teenage children. 

“The best part of this trip was defi-
nitely building a part of the home 
and knowing that once it was finished 
someone will get to live in it,” said stu-
dent Erica Yerke.

The group’s first task of the week 
was painting throughout the entire 
house, which is scheduled to be com-
pleted this month. The next job was 

laying the tile floors in the kitchen, 
bathrooms, and laundry room. Students 
took turns cutting tiles, spreading out 
thin cement, and spacing and laying 
tiles. Meanwhile, another group of stu-
dents worked in the backyard, clearing 
out undergrowth, extending a chain 
link fence, and building a wooden 
fence. By the end of the week, students 
had also assembled cabinets and mea-
sured and cut baseboards. All the work 
was completed under the guidance of 
George Robinson, the Habitat for Hu-
manity construction supervisor, along 
with other adult Habitat for Humanity 
volunteers from the local community.  

“The best part of the mission trip was 
seeing the house at the beginning and 
end of the week,” commented student 
Lyndsey Fraser. “The progress was 
amazing throughout the week which 
made the trip very rewarding!”

Outside of the time they spent work-
ing, the group also focused on prayer 
and fellowship. “It was a great week 
of growing closer to God and to class-
mates,” student Meredith Westington 
noted. Each day began with Mass and 
ended with a time of prayer and re-
flection. Individually, each member 
of the group was also given a booklet 
for daily prayer and reflection and was 

assigned a “prayer partner” within the 
group to pray for throughout the week. 
Evenings were spent enjoying meals 
together, playing games, attending a 
movie at Richmond’s historic Byrd 
Theater, and visiting the local Habitat 
for Humanity ReStore, a nonprofit do-
nation center and home improvement 
store. The group was also able to expe-
rience fellowship with the members of 
the church where they stayed through-
out the week at a covered dish night. 

Those involved found the mission 
trip a rewarding experience overall. 
Student Marianna Wassmer reflected, 
“We learned skills, learned about our 
faith, and learned about ourselves! We 
were able to give of ourselves in ways 
that benefited strangers, and the beauty 
in that was somewhat overwhelming. 
Giving of ourselves is one of the best 
ways to let the light of Christ shine.” 

“The best part of this mission trip 
was working with a team to accomplish 
something meaningful,” added stu-
dent Dane Moore. “The memories and 
knowledge I gained were priceless.”

Following this trip, Catholic Cam-
pus Ministry at Bloomsburg Univer-
sity plans to continue their dedication 
to service by participating in a spring 
break mission trip to the St. Vincent de 
Paul Young Adult Center in Philadel-
phia.

See more pictures from the trip and 
learn more about Bloomsburg Univer-
sity Catholic Campus Ministry at http://
bloomsburgccm.weebly.com/ and 
https://www.facebook.com/bloomccm. 
Learn more about Habitat for Human-
ity at http://www.habitat.org/.

 (Amy Yeagle is Associate Director of 
Catholic Campus Ministry at Blooms-
burg University.)

Feeding the Faith: CRS Story of Hope ~  
Call to Family, Community and Participation

(The Catholic Witness continues here 
a Lenten feature on stories of hope from 
Catholic Relief Services’ Rice Bowl 
Program, which helps lift people out of 
poverty from our Lenten sacrifices. You 
can find information about the Rice Bowl 
initiative at www.crsricebowl.org.) 

Catholic social teaching inspires and 
guides how we are to live and work 
in the world. In this principle, Call to 
Family, Community and Participation, we 
remember that human beings are social by 
nature-we need each other. We, like the 
early disciples, are called to come together 
and grow as a community-whether that 
community is in our classroom, workplace 
or family.

Two years ago, Mayra was not a 
star student. She was very shy in the 
classroom and struggled with simple math 
and reading lessons. She often missed 
homework assignments and, some days, 
did not go to school. 

Her teacher noticed and enrolled Mayra 
in the school’s tutoring program. In the 
months that followed, Mayra and Fabricio, 
her tutor and classmate, spent many 
afternoons practicing reading and writing 
stories together. They made up games to 
practice math. And when they were done, 
they jumped rope and played in their 
neighborhood. In the process, the two became good friends.

“Fabricio never looked down on me because I had trouble 
learning,” says Mayra. “He always treated me well.”  

The extra attention was what Mayra really needed. She 
lives with her grandmother, Lucia, who works hard to take 
care of Mayra. She picks coffee on a nearby farm and does 

laundry to earn money to put food on the table. But this 
means she doesn’t always have time to help Mayra with 
her school work. In fact, like many people her age, Lucia 
cannot read.  

That’s why Fabricio’s help was so important. Today, 
Mayra is proud of her reading and math skills. She does 
her homework and goes to class on time. She is more 

confident and has a new group of friends. 
Mayra wants to be a teacher one day. But first, she will 

become a tutor so she can help her classmates-just as 
Fabricio helped her.

Try the featured recipe from Honduras: Bean Soup 
with Chayote Squash and Rice.
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Gazing up at the crucifix, stained-
glass windows and church doors she 
has known since she was a child, 
83-year-old Maryann Krause beamed 
at the sight of her new church in Corn-
wall.

“It’s everything I had hoped for, and 
more!” she expressed, as she smiled 
wide with joy and gratitude for the new 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church.

“At first, I was sad that the old church 
had to be torn down, because it held so 
many good memories for me,” Mrs. 
Krause told The Catholic Witness. She 
had received the sacraments in the his-
toric church – including marriage to 
her first husband, Frank Bahsteter, Jr., 
in 1956 – and her five daughters were 
raised there too.

“But this new church looks so similar 
to the old Sacred Heart I’ve loved, and 
I’m so excited about it,” she said.

Mrs. Krause’s reaction to the new Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus Church in Cornwall 
seemed to resound that of her fellow 
parishioners as they gathered for Mass 
and the Rite of Dedication celebrated 
by Bishop Ronald Gainer on Feb. 7.

“Today is a day of rejoicing,” the 
bishop told parishioners as they filled 
the parish’s social hall before process-
ing in song to the new church, where 
he handed the keys to Father Rodrigo 
Arrazola, pastor, and led the eager con-
gregation inside.

At that moment, many of the parish’s 
450 families were seeing the interior of 
their new church for the first time, and 
were overjoyed to see so many famil-
iar features – the original wood doors, 
crucifix and stained-glass windows, 

Sacred Heart Parishioners  
Rejoice in Dedication of New Church 
that Incorporates Former’s Features

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Bishop Ronald Gainer presents the key to Sacred Heart of Jesus Church to Father Rodrigo Arrazola, pastor, before leading 
the congregation into the new church for the Rite of Dedication on Feb. 7.

An image of the Sacred Heart of Jesus graces the wall of the narthex as  
parishioners enter the church for the first time, illuminated by the sunlight shining 
through the stained-glass windows refurbished from the former church.

Bishop Ronald Gainer deposits relics of St. Clement, St. Maximus and St. Maria 
Goretti into the altar. Looking on is Father Paul Fisher, former pastor of Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Parish, who gave the relic of St. Maria Goretti to the parish. The 
relics of St. Clement and St. Maximus were removed from the altar in the former 
church.

including the Gethsemane window – 
incorporated from the previous church.

Lighting, wooden trusses and arch-
ways also help to retain the character 
of the former church, while new fea-
tures include statues of the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary, the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, St. Joseph and St. Francis of 
Assisi; antique Stations of the Cross 

During the Rite of Dedication of an Altar, Bishop Ronald Gainer anoints the altar 
with sacred Chrism. “The altar is the primary symbol of Christ in the midst of the 
worshipping Church. It is from that altar that the people of God are fed. It is from 
that altar that the sacrifice of Christ’s death and the glory of his Resurrection is 
re-presented to us,” the bishop said in his homily.

More DEDICATION, page 9
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acquired from a church in Chicago, 
and a spacious narthex, confessionals, 
meeting rooms, dressing rooms, and a 
kitchenette.

The new church, with a seating for 
300 people, is triple the size of the for-
mer, and is accessible to persons with 
physical disabilities – one of the main 
goals of the $2.9 million project. Stairs 
leading into the former church had pre-
vented parishioners with mobility chal-
lenges from entering, necessitating a 
Sunday morning Mass in the adjacent 
social hall.

“This beautiful new church is a huge 
accomplishment for our community,” 
said Father Arrazola, noting that the 
project had been a vision of the parish 
for more than a decade, beginning with 
initial plans from former pastor, Father 
Andrew Marinak.  

“It took a lot of sacrifice and working 
together for us to do this,” he said. “I 
told parishioners, ‘Together, we can do 
it,’ and, by the grace of God and with 
lots of hard work and prayers, we did. 
This is a wonderful community.”

    Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish traces 
its roots to 1848, when St. John Neu-
mann gave permission for a church to 
be built at nearby Colebrook for Catho-
lics working in the area. The original 
church was dedicated in honor of St. 
Lawrence in July of 1853, and closed 
less than a decade later after parish-
ioners moved out of the area when 
the iron furnaces 
closed.

In 1886, Msgr. 
Adam Christ of 
Assumption of 
the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary Parish in 
nearby Lebanon 
oversaw construc-
tion of Sacred Heart 
of Jesus Church in 
Cornwall, and Fa-
ther Charles McMo-
nigle was appointed 
its first pastor.

The original 
church was dis-
mantled in 1914 
under the pastorate of Father Edward 
O’Flynn, to relocate to a larger tract 
of land on the current parish property, 
and parishioners lovingly moved the 
church, piece by piece, to rebuild it. 

The church underwent renovation 
and restoration work as the parish con-
tinued to grow, particularly under the 
leadership of pastors, Father Stephen 
Jordan, Father Matthias Siedlecki, 
Father Joseph Smith, Father Andrew 
Marinak, Father Paul Fisher and Father 
Rodrigo Arrazola. 

“We devote this 
church exclusively 
to the worship of 

God, and, as a parish 
family, you continue 
to live the Gospel, 

and to live  
your life in Christ.”

~ Bishop Ronald Gainer
Rite of Dedication, Sacred Heart 

of Jesus Church, Cornwall

Continued from 8

Elliana Moyer carries a candle in a  
procession of parishioners brining altar 
cloths, flowers and candles to prepare 
the altar for the Liturgy of the Eucharist.

Shirley Karinch brings forth an altar candle during a procession of parishioners 
preparing the altar for Mass. She has been a parishioner at Sacred Heart for more 
than 80 years.

Joined at the altar by concelebrating priests and by deacons of the diocese, Bishop Ronald Gainer celebrates holy Mass in 
the new Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Cornwall on Feb. 7. Above the altar is the original crucifix from the former church, 
affixed to a larger background.

The Sacred Heart of Jesus choir, led by director Scott Root, and joined by  
Shannon Root, organist, and Bravura Brass, lead the congregation in praise and 
worship.

Ground was broken for the new 
church on Sept. 29, 2014, in a ceremo-
ny celebrated by Bishop Ronald Gain-
er, and the 1,500-member parish com-
munity had been gathering in the parish 
social hall for Masses while their new 

house of worship 
was being construct-
ed. For several years 
prior to the ground-
breaking, one of 
three Sunday Mass-
es was celebrated in 
the hall to accom-
modate crowds and 
parishioners with 
physical disabilities. 

Dennis Tulli, Pas-
toral Council Presi-
dent and a member 
of Sacred Heart for 
40 years, acknowl-
edged that a num-
ber of parishioners 

initially resisted plans to build the new 
church, but said they eventually came 
to favor the project when they recog-
nized the parish’s intention to incorpo-
rate the former church’s character into 
the new one. 

“Tearing down the old church to 
make room for the new one was a diffi-
cult thing to do. It was a beautiful struc-
ture that meant so much to the people,” 
Mr. Tulli acknowledged. “But because 
this current church was built to resem-
ble the old one, they’re so happy with it 

– some of them have cried tears of joy.”
Speaking to parishioners during his 

homily at the Rite of Dedication, Bish-
op Gainer said the celebration was “a 
culmination of a lot of dreaming, a lot 
of vision, a lot of planning, collabora-
tion, sacrifice and hard work.”

“We devote this church exclusively 
to the worship of God, and, as a parish 
family, you continue to live the Gospel, 
and to live your life in Christ,” he said.

“Although we are dedicating this 
beautiful construction – the stones, the 
glass, the steel, the wood – to God, the 
real Church is all of us, the believing 
community,” Bishop Gainer said. “St. 
Paul reminds us that the temple of God 
is built of the living stones.

“This living community has an out-
ward expression in the building where 
the living temple gathers,” he contin-
ued. “That is why the church building is 
so sacred – it is an outward expression 
of the mystery of the Body of Christ.”
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By David Agren 
Catholic News Service

Pope Francis demanded forceful 
denunciations of drug violence in 
Mexico from the country’s bishops, 
who have preferred timid pronounce-
ments instead of speaking propheti-
cally on a tragedy that has claimed 
more than 100,000 lives over the 
past 10 years and left another 25,000 
Mexicans missing.

Speaking Feb. 13 to an audience of 
bishops in Mexico City’s Metropoli-
tan Cathedral, Pope Francis urged 
them to confront the scourge of drug 
cartels and organized crime by rais-
ing their voices, developing pastoral 
plans, and “drawing in and embrac-
ing the fringes of human existence in 
the ravaged areas of our cities.”

“I urge you not to underestimate 
the moral and anti-social challenge, 
which the drug trade represents for 
young people and Mexican society 
as a whole,” Pope Francis said. “The 
magnitude of this phenomenon ... 
and the gravity of the violence ... do 
not allow us as pastors of the church 
to hide behind anodyne denuncia-
tions.”

The pope spoke to the Mexican 
bishops for more than 40 minutes, 
delivering a tough talk on matters the 
pope plans to highlight in his six-day 
Mexican trip, including violence, 
migrants and indigenous issues. In 
off-the-cuff remarks, he warned of 
“the temptation of aloofness and 
clericalism” for bishops, called for clerical transparency and asked for unity in the Mexican 
bishops’ conference, which has pursued closer ties with political leaders in recent years, while 
speaking softly – if at all – on uncomfortable issues such as corruption.

Pope Francis hit hardest on the drug issue, something retired Pope Benedict XVI said nothing 
about in his 2012 trip to Mexico. It’s an issue that has vexed Mexico and the Catholic Church 
over the past decade as a crackdown on drug cartels and organized crime has caused violence 
to rise, along with offenses such as extortion and kidnap. Many of those victims and victimizers 
were baptized Catholics.

The violence has claimed the lives more than a dozen priests over the past five years, while 
some dioceses have been accused to collecting “narcolimosnas” or “drug alms,” and drug bosses 
– who often consider themselves proper Catholics – construct and fix parishes and sponsor pa-
tron saint feast days.

Pope Francis urged “prophetic courage” and implementing a pastoral approach of going to the 
peripheries, working with families and building bridges with parish communities, schools and 
the authorities, saying that only then “will people finally escape the raging waters that drown so 
many, either victims of the drug trade or those who stand before God with their hands drenched 
in blood, though with pockets filled with sordid money and their consciences deadened.”

Pope Francis also alluded to the folkloric Santa Muerte, a skeletal pseudo-saint attracting 
hordes of followers in Mexico and Latin America, including many in the illegal drug trade. 

“I am particularly concerned about those many persons who, seduced by the empty power 
of the world, praise illusions and embrace their macabre symbols to commercialize death in 
exchange for money which, in the end, ‘moth and rust consume,’” he said.

The rise of Santa Muerte worship over the past 15 years has alarmed the Mexican church 
and drawn Vatican condemnations, said Andrew Chesnut, religious studies professor at Virginia 

Commonwealth University, who has 
studied the pseudo-saint and esti-
mates it now has 10 million follow-
ers in Mexico and abroad.

“It’s the chief concern of the 
Mexican church in terms of religious 
rivals,” he said. “A week doesn’t go 
by in which some Mexican bishop or 
priest denounces it as satanic.”

Still, Pope Francis praised popular 
piety, common in Mexico, where the 
faithful adore the saints and partici-
pate in pilgrimages, while ignoring 
the sacramental part of the Church.

“I invite you to give yourselves 
tirelessly and fearlessly to the task of 
evangelizing and deepening the faith 
by means of a mystagogical cateche-
sis that treasures the popular religi-
osity of people,” Pope Francis said. 
“Our times require pastoral attention 
to persons and groups who hope to 
encounter the living Jesus.”

He also lauded the Church for its 
work with the many mostly Central 
American migrants transiting the 
country on trips that expose them to 
crime such as extortion, robbery and 
rape. 

“There are millions of sons and 
daughters of the Church who to-
day live in the diaspora or who are 
in transit, journeying to the North 
in search of new opportunities,” he 
said, calling migration, “the chal-
lenge of our age.”

Pope Francis plans to celebrate 
Mass a stone’s throw from the U.S. 

border in Ciudad Juarez Feb. 17, when he is expected to expand on the migrant issue.
The pope travels to Chiapas at the other end of the country Feb. 15 for a Mass with Mexico’s 

indigenous peoples, who have fallen away from the Church in droves. He urged the bishops to 
build a Church more inclusive for indigenous peoples, who often live in impoverished conditions 
and in communities where Spanish is seldom spoken.

“I ask you to show singular tenderness in the way you regard indigenous peoples and their 
fascinating but not infrequently decimated cultures,” Pope Francis said.

“Mexico needs its American-Indian roots so as not to remain an unresolved enigma. The in-
digenous people of Mexico still await true recognition of the richness of their contribution and 
the fruitfulness of their presence.”

Pope Francis expressed his admiration for Our Lady of Guadalupe, who “teaches us that the 
only power capable of conquering the hearts of men and women is the tenderness of God.”

He also told the bishops, “We do not need ‘princes,’ but rather a community of the Lord’s 
witnesses.

“Do not allow yourselves to be corrupted by trivial materialism or by the seductive illusion of 
underhanded agreements,” he added in an allusion to suggestions that bishops sometimes smooth 
things out behind closed doors with corrupt officials and even criminals, instead of acting pub-
licly. “Do not place your faith in the ‘chariots and horses’ of today’s pharaohs, for our strength is 
in the pillar of fire that divides the sea in two, without much fanfare.”

He ended with a call for unity, departing from his prepared comments to do so.
“If you have to fight, then fight; if you have to say things, say them but like men, face-to-face, 

like men of God, who can pray together, who can discern together, and if you argue to ask for 
forgiveness,” he said. “But always maintain the unity of the episcopal body.”

CNS/PAUL HARING
Pope Francis gives a vaccine to a boy held by Mexico’s first lady Angelica Rivera 
during a visit to the Federico Gomez Children’s Hospital of Mexico in Mexico City 
Feb. 14.

Pope Francis Tells Mexican Bishops  
Be Unified, Speak out on Tough Issues

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service

Pope Francis told Mexico’s president and 
government officials that the country’s future 
can be bright only if government and business 
leaders put an end to a culture of “favors” for 
the influential and scraps for the poor.

“Experience teaches us that each time we 
seek the path of privileges or benefits for a few 
to the detriment of the good of all, sooner or 
later the life of society becomes a fertile soil 
for corruption, drug trade, exclusion of differ-
ent cultures, violence and also human traffick-
ing, kidnapping and death, bringing suffering 
and slowing down development,” the pope 
said Feb. 13 during a meeting with the leaders 
at the National Palace.

Pope Francis gave President Enrique Pena 
Nieto a mosaic of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
made by the Vatican Mosaic Studio; it includes 
tiny glass tiles that encase gold leaf.

Although protocol dictated the pope’s time 
at the palace be treated as a state visit, Pena 
Nieto told the pope, “Your visit transcends an 
encounter between two states; it is the encoun-
ter of a people with its faith.”

“You will find a generous and hospitable 
people,” the president told him, “a people who 
are Guadalupan.”

Speaking to the president and government 

CNS/PAUL HARING   
 Pope Francis fulfilled his much-desired wish to pray in silence before the miraculous image of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe. After celebrating the first Mass of his papal trip to Mexico Feb. 13, the pope 
made his way to the “camarin” (“little room”) behind the main altar of the basilica dedicated to Mary. 
The miraculous mantle, which normally faces the congregation, can be turned around to allow a 
closer and more private moment of veneration. Laying a bouquet of yellow roses in front of the  
image, the pope sat down in prayerful silence with eyes closed and head bowed. After roughly 
20 minutes, the pope stood up, laid his hand on the image and departed from the small room. 
About 12,000 people packed the basilica for the papal Mass and another 30,000 were watching on 
screens set up in the outer courtyard. Built in 1976, the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe is located 
near Tepeyac hill, the site of Mary’s apparitions to St. Juan Diego in 1531. With some 12 million 
people visiting each year, it is Catholicism’s most popular Marian shrine.

Fight Corruption, Work for Common Good, Pope Tells Mexican Officials

officials, the pope insisted that, like Mary, 
who took on the traits of Mexico’s indigenous 
peoples in a sign of respect, Mexico’s lead-
ers must value the multicultural makeup of its 
people.

Mexico’s “ancestral culture” combined with 
the youth of its population “should be a stimu-

lus to find new forms of dialogue, negotiation 
and bridges that can lead us on the way of 
committed solidarity,” the pope said.

Those who identify themselves as Christian 
must be exemplars of dialogue and solidarity, 
he said, and those who truly value politics as 
public service must as well. There is no oth-

er way, the pope said, to build “a society in 
which no one feels like a victim of the culture 
of waste” and, therefore, disposable.

Mexico’s population is about 120 million; 
28 percent of them are 14 years old or younger 
and another 18 percent are 15-24 years old. 
The Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development ranks Mexico as one of the 
countries with the greatest income inequality 
and reports 21 percent of its population lives 
in poverty. 

Pope Francis told government leaders that 
those young people are a treasure, a bundle of 
energy and hope for the future. But the country 
cannot realize that future hope if the current 
generation of adults and leaders do not teach 
values and, especially, if they do not live them.

“A hope-filled future is forged in a present 
made up of men and women who are upright, 
honest and capable of working for the com-
mon good,” the pope said, adding that, unfor-
tunately, today the common good “is not in 
such great demand.”

With dialogue and respect, he said, all Mex-
icans can be helped to contribute to building a 
better society where there is “real access” to 
necessary material and spiritual goods: “ad-
equate housing, dignified employment, food, 
true justice, effective security, a healthy and 
peaceful environment.”
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By Christopher Chapman 
Catholic News Service

“Something More Pastoral: The Mission 
of Bishop, Archbishop and Cardinal Donald 
Wuerl,” by Ann Rodgers and Mike Aquilina. 
Lambing Press (Pittsburgh, 2015). 315 pp., 
$13.95.

Washington’s Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl 
exemplifies an unusual aspect of the Catho-
lic Church’s governance: when most other 
men and women are retiring and winding 
down, senior prelates are reaching the zenith 
of their authority and influence. Although 
bishops are required by canon law to submit 
their resignation to the pope at age 75, many 
work well beyond those years, often wield-
ing clout well into their 80s.

That is a primary reason the authors of 
this new biography – they actually eschew 
the label of “biography” in the introduction 
– caution us that this book is hardly the de-
finitive story of Cardinal Wuerl, who only 
recently turned 75.

He arguably is America’s most important 
and influential prelate in the midst of the 
pontificate of Pope Francis. Indeed, Basil-
ian Father Thomas Rosica, CEO of Salt and 
Light Television Network in Canada and an 
English-language assistant to the Holy See 
Press Office, says: “He [Cardinal Wuerl] 
is one of the most articulate interpreters of 
who Francis is and what Francis is doing.”

Though not definitive, this book gives a 

thorough overview of the many initiatives 
and events in the life of Cardinal Wuerl, for-
mer bishop of Pittsburgh and Washington’’ 
archbishop since 2006. For anyone seeking 
a solid introduction to the cardinal, this book 
offers a great beginning. Moreover, it also 
offers a window – not the only one, but defi-
nitely a window – into the life of the Ameri-
can Catholic Church over the past four or 
five decades.

Two words that appear as motifs in the 
story of Cardinal Wuerl are “moderate” and 
“pastoral,” the second so central as to be in-
cluded in the title.

It becomes clear in chapter after chapter 
that Cardinal Wuerl has consistently tried to 
chart a course of episcopal leadership that 
steers clear of extreme positions. Only in 
cases that he deemed most clear and urgent, 
such as priests found guilty of abusing mi-
nors, was there deviation from this course. 
This “middle road” will no doubt be a topic 
of debate in more critical biographies and 
histories yet to be written, but in this volume 
it stands as one of the defining characteris-
tics of Cardinal Wuerl.

Indeed, one of the reasons that it is im-
portant to think about the episcopacy of 
Cardinal Wuerl is that there is a discernible 
philosophy at work. Amid his dizzying ar-
ray of initiatives, committees and minis-
tries, which really do demand a book-length 
treatment, a clear line of thinking and action 
emerges.

Cardinal Wuerl is hardly the only influ-
ential American Catholic bishop of the past 
few decades, but he is the best example of a 
certain kind of engagement with the world 
and the Church that has become known as 
“moderate” and/or “pastoral.”

Work in the Church as long as Cardinal 
Wuerl has and it is impossible to avoid con-
troversy. Accordingly, the authors revisit his 
tumultuous early years in Seattle, where he 
served as an auxiliary bishop to Archbishop 
Raymond G. Hunthausen.

An apostolic investigation into com-
plaints about Archbishop Hunhausen’s 
leadership led the Vatican in 1986 to or-
der him to turn over some authority to his 
auxiliary bishop. A public outcry led to a 
review of the situation by three U.S. bish-
ops appointed by the Vatican; in 1987, on 
their recommendation, the Vatican restored 
Archbishop Hunthausen’s full authority. 
In 1988, then-Bishop Wuerl was named to 
Pittsburgh.

Ann Rodgers and Mike Aquilina also give 
a glimpse into the restructuring of the Dio-
cese of Pittsburgh in the late ’80s and early 
’90s, reveal what Cardinal Wuerl did to deal 
with abusive priests and how he handled the 
eventual explosion of that same story on the 
national scene in the early 2000s.

A whole chapter is dedicated to the “Dif-
ficult Issues” highlighted by the debate of 
wayward Catholic politicians and whether 
they should be denied holy Communion. 

None of these prominent issues are side-
stepped, although none are dealt with from 
a critical perspective. The book very much 
presents the cardinal’s side of things, with 
no counter viewpoints.

In a different light, the book offers 
glimpses of the many initiatives that Car-
dinal Wuerl has undertaken and has been 
involved with to bring about renewal in the 
church, often in relation to what we usually 
refer to as the new evangelization. His well-
documented advocacy for Catholic educa-
tion, his establishment of the Extra Mile 
Education Foundation and other serious, 
long-term financial investments in Catholic 
education are documented.

His desire to have more people visit the 
confessionals, his interreligious work, and 
his vast array of contacts and friends also 
come to the fore. The amount of informa-
tion covered more than confirms Cardinal 
Wuerl’s reputation for hard work and long 
hours.

“Something More Pastoral” is a lengthy 
but easy read. Rodgers and Aquilina pro-
vide a journalistic-style review of the im-
pressive and noteworthy career of an Amer-
ican prelate who continues to sit front and 
center in the unfolding story of American 
Catholicism. Now that he is recognized by 
many as one of the foremost interpreters of 
the papacy of Pope Francis, he is, even at 
75, all the more important to know and un-
derstand.

Book Offers Open Window into Cardinal Wuerl’s Life

CNS photo/Bob Roller
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Antonin 
Scalia speaks during the 2009 annual 
National Catholic Prayer Breakfast in 
Washington. Scalia, 79, was found dead 
of apparent natural causes at a resort in 
West Texas Feb. 13. 

Catholic News Service

Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia, who died of apparent natu-
ral causes Feb. 13 while in Texas on a hunting trip, once said in an 
interview that while he took his Catholic faith seriously, he never 
allowed it to influence his work on the high court.

“I don’t think there’s any such thing as a Catholic judge,” Scalia 
told The Catholic Review, Baltimore’s archdiocesan newspaper, in 
2010. “There are good judges and bad judges. The only article in 
faith that plays any part in my judging is the commandment ‘Thou 
Shalt Not Lie.’”

Scalia said it wasn’t his job to make policy or law, but to “say only 
what the law provides.”

On the issue of abortion, for example, he told the Review that “if 
I genuinely thought the Constitution guaranteed a woman’s right to 
abortion, I would be on the other [side],” said Scalia, who long held 
that abortion is not guaranteed in the Constitution. “It would [have] 
nothing with my religion,” he said. “It has to do with my being a 
lawyer.”

He was widely regarded as an “originalist,” who said the best 
method for judging cases was examining what the Founding Fathers 
meant when writing the Constitution.

“My burden is not to show that originalism is perfect, but that it 
beats the other alternatives,” he said in a 2010 lecture.

Nominated to the high court in June 1986 by President Ronald 
Reagan and confirmed by the Senate that September, Scalia was the 
longest-serving member of the current Supreme Court. He was 79.

With his death, there are now five Catholics among the remaining 
eight justices.

According to an AP story, Scalia’s body was flown on a private 
plane from Texas to Virginia, arriving late the night of Feb. 14. No 
funeral arrangements had been announced as of press time.

Scalia was found dead the morning of Feb. 13 in his room at Ci-
bolo Creek Ranch south of Marfa, Texas. The justice was part of a 
group of 30 or so guests on a hunting trip. Ranch owner John Poindexter told reporters that 
the justice seemed his usual self at dinner Feb. 12 but also noted Scalia had told his group 
he was tired and had turned in early. When Scalia didn’t appear for breakfast the next morn-
ing, Poindexter and another staff member went to check on him and found the justice “in 
complete repose” in his room.

By mid-afternoon Feb. 13, Judge Cinderela Guevara of Presidio County, Texas, deter-
mined he had died of natural causes. Before making her ruling, she said, she consulted with 
sheriff’s investigators, who were on the scene and who said there were no signs of foul play. 
Guevara said she also talked with Scalia’s physician in Washington; a few days before his 
hunting trip, the jurist told his doctor he was not feeling well.

The Scalia family felt a private autopsy was unnecessary and requested that his body be 
returned to Washington as soon as possible, according to Chris Lujan of Sunset Funeral 
Homes in El Paso, Texas, about 195 miles northwest of Marfa. The facility received Scalia’s 
body and handled the transport of his remains to Virginia.

“We are all deeply saddened by the sudden and unexpected death of Justice Antonin Sca-
lia,” said Bishop Paul S. Loverde of Arlington, Virginia, the diocese Scalia and his wife of 
nearly 56 years, Maureen McCarthy Scalia, called home.

“His presence among us encouraged us to be faithful to our own responsibilities whether 
familial, religious or vocational. His wisdom brought clarity to issues. His witness to truth 
enabled us to seek to do the same,” the bishop said in a statement.

Washington Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl said of Scalia: “I admired his strong and unwaver-
ing faith in the Lord and his dedication to serving our country by upholding the U.S. Consti-
tution.” He noted that every year, Scalia attended the Red Mass at the Cathedral of St. Mat-

thew the Apostle in Washington. The Mass is celebrated to invoke 
God’s blessings on those who work in the administration of justice.

Besides his wife, Scalia is survived by the couple’s five sons and 
four daughters as well as 36 grandchildren. Their son, Father Paul 
Scalia, is a priest of the Arlington Diocese.

Born in Trenton, New Jersey, March 11, 1936, and raised on Long 
Island, Antonin “Nino” Gregory Scalia was an only child. His fa-
ther, Salvatore, was an Italian immigrant from Sicily, who worked 
as a clerk and was a graduate student when his son was born. Salva-
tore eventually became a college professor. Antonin’s mother, born 
in Trenton to Italian immigrant parents, was an elementary school 
teacher.

In 1953, young Antonin graduated first in his class from Jesuit-
run Xavier High School in the New York borough of Manhattan. He 
graduated from Jesuit-run Georgetown University in 1957, and went 
on to Harvard Law School, where he graduated in 1960.

Scalia moved to Cleveland, practicing law there with the firm of 
Jones, Day, Cockley and Reavis until 1967. He then joined the fac-
ulty of the University of Virginia School of Law in Charlottesville. 
He took a leave in 1971 when President Richard Nixon appointed 
him general counsel for the Office of Telecommunications Policy.

He left the university in 1974, when he was appointed assistant 
attorney general in the Office of Legal Counsel at Department of 
Justice. In 1977, Scalia returned to teaching. He was on the faculty 
at the University of Chicago Law School. He also was a visiting 
professor at the law schools of Georgetown and Stanford University.

In 1982, Reagan nominated him to the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia, where he served until being named to the 
Supreme Court.

In other reaction in Washington to Scalia’s death, The Catholic 
University of America in a Feb. 15 statement called him “a man who 
loved his family, his faith, his country and the Constitution that es-
tablished it.”

“He insisted that there is no such thing as a Catholic judge, only 
good and bad ones,” the university said. “But in his 30 years on the Supreme Court, he of-
fered a model for American Catholics of how we might serve both God and country.”

In 1994, Catholic University honored Scalia with the James Cardinal Gibbons Medal, 
given for service to the nation, the Catholic Church or the university. In 1999, the university 
gave Scalia an honorary degree.

Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio of the U.S. Archdiocese of the Military Services said Feb. 
15 that Scalia “was a brilliant jurist who contributed much to the country and I mourn his 
passing. We are all poorer, because he no longer walks among us, but richer, because of the 
gifts he shared with us.”

In 1992, Scalia told a group of high school students at Washington’s Georgetown Visita-
tion High School that, as Catholics, they might feel out of step with the rest of the world, but 
they should learn to accept it and take pride in it.

He said he was raised a Catholic when the religion was not in the mainstream.
“When I was the age of you young ladies, the Church provided obtrusive reminders that 

we were different,” he said, referring to meatless Fridays and Sunday morning fasts before 
receiving Communion. These practices “were not just to toughen us up” but to “require us 
to be out of step,” he said.

Scalia noted the sense of “differentness” should have enabled Catholics “to be strong 
enough on bigger issues” such as abortion, contraception and divorce.

He also spoke of what he called the necessary distinction between church and state. 
“The business of the state is not God’s business,” he said.

Scalia Was Longest-Serving Justice on Current Supreme Court
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Seven Sorrows Announces  
NCEA Distinguished Graduate

Seven Sorrows of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
School in Middletown an-
nounces that the National 
Catholic Educational 
Association has named 
JoAnn Shipkowski the 
NCEA Catholic Elemen-
tary School Distinguished 
Graduate for her outstand-
ing personal achieve-
ments. Ms. Shipkowski 
was a member of the Sev-
en Sorrows’ graduating 
class of 1964. Throughout 
her life, she exemplifies 
what it means to be a Cath-
olic school graduate, using 
her God-given talents to 
service others in her career, community, church and family.

Upon graduating high school, Ms. Shipkowski received her Bachelor of Science de-
gree from Millersville State College. She was an elementary school teacher for more than 
33 years and now continues to work in her community volunteering in a number of posi-
tions. These include being a Middletown Food Pantry Board Member, Coordinator and 
Director, and also serving as an Interfaith Council Committee Member.  

Over the years, Ms. Shipkowski has devoted much of her time to Seven Sorrows 
Church. These volunteer activities include Sunday School Coordinator and Teacher, former 
Parish Council Secretary, Easter Egg Volunteer, Eucharistic Minister, First Communion Re-
treat Coordinator, Basket Raffle Coordinator for the Parish Festival, and Lead Director and 
Coordinator of church decorations for Christmas, Easter and special occasions.   

By living her Catholic education Ms. Shipkowski has led many people to follow the ways 
of Jesus through her love and care for others. Most notably, Ms. Shipkowski exemplifies 
Christ-like qualities as she became the legal guardian of her teenage nieces after her brother 
and sister-in-law passed away. She is also the main caregiver for her 94-year-old mother. 
Ms. Shipkowski is most deserving of this award as shown through her actions throughout 
her church, community and life.  

St. Leo’s First Lego League Team  
Competes in Regional Championships

St. Leo the Great School’s first Lego League Team, Cyborg Lions, brought their robot, 
Wall-E, to the regional championships at University of Pennsylvania on February 6 after 
taking 2nd place in a formal scrimmage against 18 other teams in Downingtown in Decem-
ber. 

At the regional championships, the team earned a Spirit Award, one of three judges’ 
choice trophies given at the event. A total of 47 participated, and the recognition places St. 
Leo’s team in the top ten percent of the teams in the region.  

“It is amazing the success this young team has had during its inaugural year,” remarked 
Mrs. McLean, principal at St. Leo’s, located in Rohrerstown. 

First Lego League (FLL) is part of the FIRST organization. FIRST in an acronym mean-
ing: For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology. FIRST offers four robotics 
programs covering first through high school. FLL is for students in grades 4-8. St. Leo’s 
Cyborg Lions are comprised of two fifth graders and four fourth graders.

“I am so proud of these kids. The confidence they show while competing against much 
older kids is amazing,” assistant coach Tina Johnson added. 

“While most people would think the program is a focus on building a robot, the program 
is so much more,” described Coach John Bridgen. The students use the LEGO EV3 plat-
form to design, build and program the robot to compete in various missions on a 4’x8’ table 
is actually only a small part of the competition. The team is also given a task designed to 
test their collaborative efforts and they must orally explain the process they used to design 
and program their robot to solve this year’s missions. The 2015 missions were centered 
around the theme Trash Trek, which was all about recycling. The Cyborg Lions selected the 
problem of water bottle waste. As part of their solution they identified bottle water filling 
machines to reduce plastic water bottle trash. They presented their idea to the St. Leo the 
Great School Board and asked for a unit to be installed outside their gym. This was ap-
proved by the board in January. 

Adam Wolnikowski a graduate of Saint Leo’s, approached Principal McLean with the 
possibility of starting a FLL team at his alma mater. Adam is a member of Eastern York’s 
Team, TechFire224, and showed off their award winning $22,000 robot to St. Leo’s STEM 
classes. 

To learn how to start a school team, contact John Bridgen at jbridgen@inteksystems.com. 
For information about the school, call 717-394-1742, ext. 323. 

 Beginning Experience Weekend Planned 
for Those Suffering the Loss of a Spouse

The Beginning Experience Team for the Harrisburg Diocese announces that they have 
booked Camp Hebron in Halifax, Pa., for a Beginning Experience Weekend April 29-May 
1. Beginning Experience weekends are an approved Roman Catholic program designed 
for those suffering the loss of a spouse through death, divorce or separation. Hundreds of 
persons have been helped to move towards successful, productive, happy lives by attending 
one of these weekends.

The weekend is led by persons who are widowed, separated or divorced and are trained 
in facilitating a weekend. Each Beginning Experience Team is certified by the International 
Beginning Experience Organization.

The following is a testimonial of a person who attended the Beginning Experience Week-
end in the fall of 2014:

“I can tell you that my encounter with the Beginning Experience weekend has brought 
me greater peace and given me an extended family of lifelong friends who I quickly grew 
to love and lean on. If you or someone you know is suffering the isolation and pain that can 
accompany the loss of a spouse or marriage, I encourage you to seriously consider attending 
the Beginning Experience weekend.”

Beginning Experience is your Church at work to provide help, healing and spiritual res-
toration. Check the Diocesan Website, www.hbgdiocese.org, and go to marriage and family 
or check www.beginningexperience.org. Information can also be obtained by contacting 
the Harrisburg Beginning Experience Team at 717-512-2718 or harrisburgbe@gmail.com. 

The names of the following de-
ceased persons have been submitted 
by their parishes. Please remember 
in your prayers the happy repose of 
these recently departed souls and 
the consolation of their loved ones.

ABBOTTSTOWN – Immaculate 
Heart of Mary: Frank Mannarino.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: 
Geroge R. Fruhwirth, Elizabeth “El-
sie” Wolff.

COLUMBIA – Holy Trinity: Sherry 
Lee Caswell-Bixler, Mary Cipriano, 
George Smaling, Fay Steffan.

CORNWALL – Sacred Heart of Je-
sus: Catherine Patton, Mary Thomas.

DALLASTOWN – St. Joseph: 
Harry Bowman, Linda Brandt, Joseph 
Carr, Dwight Deller, Layne Kern, 
Daniel Lehr, Olivia Perryman.

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis 
Xavier: William Goodsight.

HARRISBURG – St. Catherine 
Labouré: Theresa Cortelazzi, Edward 
Pavlovic; St. Francis of Assisi: Jorge 
Diaz.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: Sam 
Castelli, Pennie Koehler.

KULPMONT – Holy Angels: 
Leonard A. Zlocki.

LANCASTER – St. John Neumann: 
Al Palmer; St. Joseph: Richard A. 

Danz, Mary E. Darrenkamp, Paula M. 
Forberger, Richard L. Kendig, Eliza-
beth J. “Betty” Scheuchenzuber.

MECHANICSBURG – St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton: Thomas Puchalsky; 
St. Joseph: Sharon Klassen.

MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows 
BVM: Mary Hawk.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine 
Redeemer: Robert J. Ficca, Gisella 
Mannello.

Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in February 
during the past 25 years:

Msgr. Walter Shaull, 1992
Deacon Stephen Bankos, 1996
Father Paul Miller, 2004
Father Philip DeChico, 2006
Msgr. Lawrence Overbaugh,
2008
Father Brian Conrad, 2011
Deacon James Sneeringer, 2011
Father Joseph Hilbert, 2014
Father Louis P. Ogden, 2015. 

NEW CUMBERLAND – St. 
Theresa: Terrence Flanagan, Catherine 
Garrett, Catherine Harris, Celeste 
Lenington, Robert McGinley, Mary 
Sieger.

NEW FREEDOM – St. John the 
Baptist: Richard A. (Dick) Sebeck, Sr.

SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini: 
Ann Dombroski, Anna Druzd, Doro-
thy O’Brien, Eleanor Povish, Margaret 
Shamus, Dylan Swank.

STEELTON – Prince of Peace: 
Mary L. (Stubljar) Bratina, David E. 
Cigic, Richard L. Kepp.

WILLIAMSTOWN – Sacred Heart 
of Jesus: Richard T. Fitzpatrick.

YORK – St. Patrick: Margaret 
Lowe; St. Joseph: Jimmie A.  
Spagnola.
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Spiritual Offerings

Mass and Confessions in the Croatian language will be 
celebrated Sunday February 21 at 5 PM with confessions at 4:30 PM prior 
to Mass in the Prince of Peace--Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Church, 815 South Second Street, Steelton.

A Pro-Life Mass is celebrated on the first Saturday of 
every month at 8 a.m. at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church 
in Harrisburg. The next Mass is March 5. Following Mass, participants 
gather at Hillcrest Clinic, 2709 N. Front Street, Harrisburg, to pray the 
Rosary and the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. Breakfast follows. Call 717-432-
5415 for information.

Father Francis Karwacki, Pastor of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Parish in Mount Carmel, will present a teaching on the Gifts of 
the Spirit at the Charismatic Prayer Group in the hall on the second, third 
and fourth Thursdays of the months during Lent at 6:30 p.m. All are invited 
to attend.

Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated February 21 
at 2 p.m. at St. Catherine Labouré Church in Harrisburg. Confessions are 
heard in English and Polish after every Mass.

Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey will be 
held on Wednesday, March 2 at 7 PM.  Father Pius will preside. Come 
enlighten your Lenten Season by adoring Jesus through prayer, praise, 
worship and music. A reception will be held in the cafeteria. For more 
information call 717-583-0240.

Traditional Latin Masses are celebrated at the following places 
it the diocese: St. Lawrence Chapel at 110 State Street in Harrisburg, 7:10 
a.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, and 
8 a.m. and 10 a.m. Sunday (High Mass.) St. Anthony of Padua Church, 
501 East Orange Street in Lancaster, 1:30 p.m. on Sunday (High Mass). 
Mary, Gate of Heaven Parish, St. Gabriel Chapel, at 188 West McKinley 
Avenue in Myerstown, 11 a.m. on the Second Sunday of each month. 
Carmel of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 436 Monastery Road in Elysburg, 7 
a.m. weekdays and 8 a.m. Saturdays and Sundays. 
    Mass with Prayers for Healing will be celebrated March 1 at 7 
p.m. at St. Theresa Church in New Cumberland by Father William Forrey. 
For information, call Mary Ann at 717-564-7709 or Loretta at 717-737-
7551.

Retreats, Pilgrimages & Trips
April 4 bus trip to Washington, D.C. with Father 

Richard Owens OFM, Cap., sponsored by St. Joseph York’s 
J.O.Y.@50+.  The Just Older Youth of St. Joseph’s is offering the trip for 
the price of $45 that includes transportation and driver tip. The Franciscan 
Monastery and The National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception are 
on board for the morning. The beautiful film “The Letters” about Mother 
Theresa’s life of mercy will be shown on the bus as we travel to D.C. The 
afternoon holds more! Departure from St Joseph at 2935 Kingston Road 
in York promptly at 8:00 AM and a return of approximately 8:00 PM. Notify 
Joy Facilitator Angela Kane Sheffer at 717-309-7616 or 717-764-8125 to 
register.

St. Theresa Seniors’ Little Flower Club will be travel-
ing to Norfolk, Va., for the Military Tattoo Show that originated in 
Scotland. This musical program features artists from other parts of the 
world as well as the USA. Dates: April 24 & 25, 2016, Price: p.p.d.o. 
$260.00, gratuities included. Deadline: March 15, 2016. Questions call 
774-6783 or 774-5671.

Mission Trip to Kingston, Jamaica. Father Timothy Marcoe, 
Pastor of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Abbottstown, will lead a 
week-long mission trip / work retreat to serve with the Missionaries of 
the Poor in Kingston, Jamaica on Sept.30-Oct.7, 2016. This mission-
ary pilgrimage is a response to the invitation of Pope Francis during the 
Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy to extend God’s merciful love to 
others, especially the needy and the marginalized. Missionary pilgrims will 
perform Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy with the religious broth-
ers as they minister to the poorest of the poor, the homeless and the 
abandoned. If interested, e-mail Luz Socrates at luzvsoc@hotmail.com or 
call the IHM parish office at 717-259-0611.

The St. Columba (Bloomsburg) Voyagers will be 
traveling to the 2016 International Balloon Fiesta for 6 days 
departing October 7, 2016.  We’ll start with 2 nights in Albuquerque fol-
lowed by 3 nights in Santa Fe including Taos. The Albuquerque Balloon 
Fiesta is an international event, the world’s largest of its kind, hosting 
more than 500 balloon teams. See the balloon mass ascension, balloon 
glow in addition to tours of Old Town Albuquerque, a pueblo tour, the 
Loretto Chapel, Palace of the Governor’s and much more.  The price until 
April 2016 is $2295/pp inclusive--but don’t wait!  This tour is popular and 
space is limited!  A $300/pp deposit will hold your spot.  If you have any 
questions or need more information please call Dianne at 570-204-2082 
or travel agent, Annette McAuliffe at 610-616-5177. 

You are invited to join Father Thomas Coughlin, OMI, 
on a Pilgrimage to the Holy Land from November 9-19, 2016. Fr. 
Coughlin is a scripture scholar and a former pastor of Saint Margaret Mary 
Parish, Harrisburg. The pilgrimage includes: Daily Mass at holy sites, 
licensed Christian guide, accommodation in First Class hotels (five nights 
in Jerusalem, three nights in Tiberias, on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, 
one night in Tel Aviv), breakfast and dinner daily, land transportation by 
deluxe motorcoach, roundtrip motorcoach from Harrisburg to Newark 
Airport, roundtrip airfare from Newark to Tel Aviv on nonstop flights with 
United Airlines, and more, for $3,529 per person/double occupancy.  For 
complete details please contact Karen Hurley at k.m.hurley1@gmail.com 
or George’s International Tours at (800) 566-7499, sales@georgesintl.com 
or visit www.georgesintl.com. 

Fundraisers and Events
An Encounter for college-aged young adults and 

recent graduates will be held April 2 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at the 
Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg. Cost is $10 per person for lunch 
and all retreat materials. The Year of Mercy is an invitation – an invitation 
to love, kindness and unbounded generosity. Encountering mercy means 
encountering God. It can transform your life, your relationships, your work 
and your ability to embrace and experience all of life. For information, 
contact your Catholic Campus Ministry/Newman Club or the Diocesan 
Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry at oyyam@hbgdiocese.org or 
717-657-4804, ext. 327.

Word, Worship, & Works of Mercy is the theme for the 2016 
Lenten Renewal at St. John Neumann Catholic Church, 601 East Delp 
Road, Lancaster on Sunday thru Tuesday March 13th – 15th at 7PM.   
Thomas Smith, keynote speaker at the 2015 National Catholic Bible 
Conference, co-author of The Prophets: Messengers of God’s Mercy, 

and frequent Catholic TV and radio guest will use his characteristic dry 
wit and engaging images to explore with us the three pillars of a solid 
spiritual life and give practical ways to apply them more fully. There is 
no charge for the Renewal though a fee will offering will be taken each 
evening. A Closing Reception will be held in the church Social Hall follow-
ing Tuesday evening’s talk. All are welcome so bring family and friends to 
what will be a truly uplifting Lenten experience! More on Thomas at www.
gen215.org.

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Cornwall, is pleased to 
announce that the Lift Your Spirits Performing Arts will be presenting 
“Born For This” - The greatest story ever told! on Sunday, March 6, 2016, 
in the Parish Center. The production is based on the Gospel of Mark and 
is filled with powerful music, moments of reflection and a special format 
presenting the journey of the Passion. Tickets are $10 per person and 
can be purchased by calling the church office at 717-2573-1574.

St. Bernard’s Parish is hosting a Lenten Retreat, 
March 6 from 3p.m. to 7p.m. at 811 Sherman’s Valley Road, New 
Bloomfield 17068. The schedule is as follows: 3:30 pm Vocational Town 
Hall, Jessica Hayes, one of only approximately 150 consecrated virgins 
in the U.S., will field questions from the audience via Skype about 
her vocation and discernment. 4:30 pm Rosary and Confessions 
in Church. 5:00 pm Tridentine Mass, Father Eichman from Mater 
Dei Latin Mass Community will celebrate the Latin Mass (meets 
Sunday obligation) and after Mass until 7p.m., Father Eichman and 
Deacon Robinson will answer questions about the day. Dinner will 
be served.

Methodist University’s premiere touring choral en-
semble, the Methodist University Chorale,will present a concert at the 
Cathedral Parish of Saint Patrick, 212 State St, Harrisburg, PA on March 
6 at 7:30pm. The concert will be their sixth in an eight concert series be-
tween Fayetteville, N.C, and Philadelphia. The Chorale will present works 
from different musical epochs with special performances by soloists from 
the group, MU Chamber Singers, and John Drymon, their accompanist. 
The ensemble consists of 37 vocalists and performs traditional/advanced 
choral literature. Please contact Cathedral Parish of Saint Patrick at (717) 
232-2169 ext. 224 for more information.

Please join us for the 6th Annual St. Joan of Arc 
School Night of Knights Gala Saturday April 16, beginning at 6 
pm. in the Keystone Ballroom at the Hershey Country Club. Tickets are 
$75. The evening will involve dinner, dancing and silent auction. All of the 
proceeds from this event help with the operational costs of the school 
and help us continue our mission of providing children with an affordable, 
quality education in keeping with our Catholic traditions and values. To 
continue Pope Francis’ theme of mercy, we will be honoring the Daugh-
ters of Mercy who do so much for our school. For tickets and information, 
contact Deb Rizzotto at 717-533-2854 or drizzotto@stjoanhershey.org.  

Trinity High School’s spring musical, Grease, will 
have performances on February 18- 21. If you would like to be a 
sponsor, see pictures from rehearsal, or the cast list, visit: http://www.
thsrocks.us/academics/performing-arts/spring-musical/.

Trinity High School’s annual Spring Gala will be held on 
Saturday, March 12, 2016. The event will be held at the Colonial Golf 
and Tennis Club in Harrisburg. This year’s theme is the “Bow-Tie Ball”. 
For more information or to become a sponsor, please visit: http://www.
thsrocks.us/support-trinity/special-events/spring-gala/.  

Our Lady of Lourdes High School Class of 1966 - 50th 
Year Reunion. The Class of 1966 will be celebrating its 50th Year re-
union the weekend of June 24-25, 2016 at the Armitage Golf Club/Caddy 
Shack Restaurant in Mechanicsburg. Invitations/Questionnaires have 
been sent to all known addresses. If you were a member of the class and 
did not receive a letter, please visit the OLOL1966 group on Facebook 
and let us know that you are interested in attending. You can also contact 
Greg Surak at gjs4235@msn.com for information concerning the reunion. 
The actual invitation with prices and hotel availability will be sent out in 
late March or early April.

The 9th Annual St. Margaret Mary 5k race to be held 
March 19 at 8:30 a.m. at 2826 Herr Street, Harrisburg. The race is to 
benefit St. Margaret Mary School in Penbrook. Visit the following website 
for full details: stmm5k.webs.com.

Parish, School  
& Organization News

Holy Name of Jesus is sponsoring a Lenten Drop 
and Dine for the Hungry on February 27 at the Holy Name of 
Jesus Social Hall from 11a.m-2p.m. Sponsored by Silence of Mary 
Home, this is a one day drop off of food, grocery gift cards and monetary 
donations to help the poor of Harrisburg who cannot get to traditional 
food banks. Pope Francis has asked us to open our hearts to the poor 
especially during this Lent - in this Year of Mercy. 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court Queen of 
Peace #1023 will present a women’s retreat on Sunday, March 13, 
2016 from 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM at St. Philip the Apostle Church Parish 
Activity Center, 2111 Millersville Pike, Lancaster. The retreat is an 
exploration into the question: “What language does God speak?” and 
an experience of the answer. Please contact Margaret T. Giordano at 
mgiordano.sultzbach@gmail.com or 717-390-9035 to reserve your seat. 
There is no cost to attend, but freewill donations will be accepted.

A community discussion on advance care planning 
and talking with others on end-of-life issues will be presented Saturday, 
March 5 from 1 to 2:30p.m. in the Fr. Capitani Social Hall in the Educa-
tion Building of St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 315 N. Constitution 
Ave., New Freedom. The documentary, “Consider the Conversation” 
is followed by discussion by a panel of local experts, including social 
worker, attorney and palliative medicine physician. The physician is Dr. 
Dominic Glorioso from Pinnacle Health. St. John’s pastor, Father Robert 
Yohe, will also be present. There is no cost, but preregistration is required 
by February 27. Call Judy 717-235-2156 ext. 214.

Grieving people often feel lost, alone and misunder-
stood. GriefShare understands. GriefShare is a 13 week video-
based Christ-centered grief support group led by trained facilitators. 
Two weekly GriefShare series will begin at St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church 315 N. Constitution Ave. New Freedom – Thursday, March 3 
from 7 to 9pm and Friday, March 4 from 10:30am to 12:30pm in the St. 
Elizabeth Center in lower level west side of Main Church. Participants 
find healing through the video, discussion group and workbook exercises 
based on bible passages. There are no meetings on Holy Thursday 
March 24th, Good Friday March 25th, Ascension Thursday May 5th, and 
Friday May 6th. There is a nominal fee for the workbook. Calling before 
coming is encouraged. Call Judy Newberger 717-235-2156 ext. 214.

Holy Spirit’s Spirit of Women Program will host a 
community health workshop on “The Health Benefits of Touch,” 
on Saturday, February 27, at 9 a.m. Following the presentation, attendees 
may participate in a LaBlast Fitness class at 10:30 a.m. These free 
events are open to those 18 years of age and older and will be held in the 
Holy Spirit Hospital Auditorium located at 503 N. 21st St., Camp Hill. “The 
Health Benefits of Touch” will be presented Nina Kottcamp, Coordina-
tor of the Massage Therapy Program at Harrisburg Area Community 
College. She will discuss the basic techniques of massage and explain 
how massage can help with certain health conditions, such as breaking 
migraine patterns and reducing blood pressure. To register for the events 
or to become a member in the Spirit of Women program, visit www.hsh.
org/spirit-of-women. If you have questions, please call the program office 
at 717-972-4149.

Soup, Staions and Book of Revelations at St. Bene-
dict the Abbot Fridays during Lent. Join us for Soups at 6 p.m. 
on Friday evenings with a presentation by Father Michael Rothan of The 
Book of Revelations. Stations will be prior to Soups at 5:30 in Spanish 
and again following soups at 7:00 in English.

The “I Thirst” Prayer Group will be hosting a Life 
in the Spirit Seminar beginning Wednesday, March 16 at 7pm 
in the Cafeteria of St. Joan of Arc School in Hershey. All are invited to 
this 7-session seminar to learn ways to allow Jesus Christ to establish 
a deeper relationship with you.  Prayer group members will share their 
personal testimonies as well as teach and guide you to a closer relation-
ship with God by the help of the “Advocate”, the Holy Spirit. Get to know 
the third person of the Trinity along with shared fellowship with others and 
truly learn about the love of God. Register by Feb. 29 by calling Lou at 
717-583-0240 or email at mathfamily1@yahoo.com. 

Styling with the Sisters. The Sisters of Saint Joseph will host 
a spring afternoon fashion show and brunch at 1:00 PM on April 17 at 
the Antique Automobile Club of America Museum in Hershey. Tickets are 
$35 if purchased by March 1 and $40 thereafter. The ticket price includes 
museum admission. Tom Russell of CBS 21 will emcee. Proceeds benefit 
the Saint Joseph Villa Renewal and Revitalization Project. For additional 
information, visit http://ssjphila.org/new/support-our-mission-2/events, call 
800-482-6510 or 717-497-2976, or email development@ssjphila.org.

Father Donald Calloway, MIC, author of No Turn-
ing Back: A Witness to Mercy will be a guest speaker at St. 
Pius X Church on Sunday, March 6, 2016 at 7 pm. 112 Fairview Drive, 
Selinsgrove. All are invited to hear his remarkable story of conversion. 
For additional information, email/call Katia Felty at rynoles@gmail.com or 
570-259-9903.

Job Opportunities  
Saint Katharine Drexel Parish in Mechanicsburg is 

seeking a Choir Director – Responsible for Adult Choir – and is begin-
ning a Children’s Choir, Youth – Teen Choir and Contemporary Choir 
and Hand bell Choir. Anyone with education and experience is asked to 
contact Jodi Bova, Parish Manager by phone: 717-697-8716 or by email: 
jbova@skdparish.com for further details; Job search and interviews will 
be conducted from February – April 2016. Salary and benefits will be 
commensurate with Guild matrix and education and experience and is 
negotiable. The parish is also seeking a Youth Minister – Responsible 
for Sr. High Youth Ministry Program and starting a Jr High Youth Ministry 
Program (grades 5 – 8). Program includes service, catechesis, social, 
fellowship and mind, body spirit integration as well as diocesan and 
deanery integration. Anyone interested, please contact Jodi Bova, Parish 
Manager (phone: 717-697-8716; email: jbova@skdparish.com) or Julie 
Worhach, Director of Religious Education (phone: 717-795-8572; email: 
jworhach@skdparish.com) for further details; job search and interviews 
will be conducted from February – April 2016. Salary and benefits will be 
commensurate with diocesan and parish salary matrix and education and 
experience and is negotiable.

York Catholic High School has the following coach-
ing positions available: Junior Varsity Baseball Coach, JV/As-
sistant Varsity Softball Coach, Junior High Football Assistants. Please 
contact Rick Luckman, Athletic Director, York Catholic High School, 601 
E Springettsbury Ave, York PA, 17403, rluckman@yorkcatholic.org or 
717-846-8871 x16. 

Marian High School, located in Tamaqua, Pa., is 
seeking applicants for the Principal position effective 
with the 2016-17 school year. As the chief administrator of the school, 
responsibilities include: the educational development of students--setting 
expectations for student achievement and behavior. The professional de-
velopment of teachers -- consulting with teachers regarding instructional 
practices, classroom management, and school procedures. Supervise 
all aspects of the school’s operation, including facilities maintenance/
operations, food service, transportation, fund-raising, enrollment and 
tuition. Represent the school to all of its constituents, including faculty, 
staff, students, parents, alumni, neighbor and business communities. 
Requirements: Practicing Catholic with a commitment to the principles of 
Catholic education, Master’s Degree in Education or School Administra-
tion, Principal certification or ability to obtain within 1 year, 5 years of 
experience in school administration, Demonstrated successful budgetary 
and fiscal management, Leadership and public relations ability. Send 
cover letter, salary requirement and resume to: Marian Catholic Board, 
c/o Maureen Grant 1111 North Street Jim Thorpe, PA  18229-0289. No 
phone calls please. EOE/V/D

St. Anne Parish in Lancaster is currently looking to 
fill a part-time Administrative Assistant position in the Parish 
Office. This position is responsible for the daily operation of the parish of-
fice, including clerical work and minor administrative, business, and com-
munication details. This is a job sharing position requiring the individual 
to be capable of all responsibilities and to be able to coordinate their 
fulfillment with the other staff. Please visit the St. Anne Church website 
home page (www.stannechurch.org) for a link to the Job Description and 
details. All interested applicants can send their resume to the attention of:  
Father Tri M. Luong, Pastor, St. Anne Church, 929 N. Duke St., Lancaster 
17602 or email to: StAnneParishLancaster@hbgdiocese.org.   

St. Mary Magdalen School, located in suburban North 
Wilmington, DE, seeks qualified applicants for the position of 
Principal beginning July 1, 2016.  The school, with a stable enrollment of 
over 525 students in Pre-K through Grade 8, is accredited by the Middle 
States Association of Colleges and Schools.  St. Mary Magdalen School 
is strong in Catholic Identity, with a deeply rooted commitment to serving 
others through its outreach programs.  The school enjoys a proven track 
record of academic excellence with its graduates receiving scholarships 
to Catholic and private high schools annually, along with acceptances 
to highly competitive charter schools.  For full details go to www.
cdowschools.org/smms.pdf. 
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A Lenten Fish Dinner will be held at St. Bernadette 
Catholic Church, Friday February 12, February 26, and 
March 11 from 4-7 p.m. at 901 N. High St. Duncannon. Din-
ner includes: Fried Pollock/Baked cod, macaroni & cheese, 
corn or green beans, stewed tomatoes, bread roll, beverage 
and dessert. Adults cost $10 and children (4-10) cost $5, 
children 3 and younger are free. Eat in or take out. Spon-
sored by Knights of Columbus Council #8151.

Hot and tasty Lenten dinners, perohi and kielbasa will 
be available Wednesdays in Lent beginning on Ash Wednes-
day, February 10 from 4-6:30 p.m. at St. Ann Byzantine 
Catholic Church, 5408 Locust Lane, Harrisburg. The dinners 
will feature baked haddock and Perohi with drink and a side 
for $9. Additional homemade side dishes, soups and desserts 
will also be available.  The last dinner will be on Wednesday, 
March 16. Perohi and smoked Kielbasa will also be sold. The 
Perohi will be sold frozen for $6 per dozen each Wednesday 
and Saturday during Lent in the parish hall. Wednesday times 
are from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. and from 4-6:30 p.m. Saturday 
sales begin on February 13 and are from 9 a.m.-noon. Fill-
ings available will be potato & cheese, cabbage, sauerkraut, 
prune, farmer cheese and apple. The smoked Kielbasa will 
be sold in rings for $6. New this year will be smoked Kielba-
sa sticks. The newly renovated parish gift shop will be open 
during the Lenten Dinners and the Perohi & Kielbasa sales. 
For more information, call 717-652-0545, www.stannbyz.
org. Proceeds from the dinners support charitable programs. 
Perohi sales benefit parish educational programs.

Lenten Information from Holy Angels Parish, Kulp-
mont: Stations of the Cross will be prayed at 2 p.m. and 7 
p.m. on Fridays during Lent. On Monday, February 22, Sta-
tions of the Cross for Children will be prayed at 6:20 p.m. 
Fish dinners will be held on Fridays during Lent beginning 
February 12, from 4-6 p.m. in the Activity Center. Dona-
tion is $9 for adults, and $5 for children 12 & under. Din-
ner includes: soup and salad bar, baked fish, potato, vegeta-
ble, cole slaw, bread, dessert, beverage. Eat-in or take-out. 
Mount Carmel/Kulpmont Ministerium will have a Lenten 
“Soup, Sandwich and Prayer Service” Wednesday, February 
17 at 6 p.m. at Holy Angels Activity Center. All are invited 
at no cost.

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Enola is hosting 6 fish 
dinners during Lent in the church social hall from 4-7 p.m. 
Fridays, February 12, 19, 26 & March 4, 11, 18. Menu in-
cludes seasoned baked cod, church-made baked macaroni & 
cheese, vegetable or stewed tomatoes, cole slaw, roll, dessert 
& coffee or punch. Baked fish adults $10, children $5.  Mac 
& cheese adults $8, Children $4. Eat in or take out. No res-
ervations necessary.

Our Lady Help of Christians Parish in Lykens will 
sponsor its weekly Friday fish fry during the Lenten season. 
The first fish fry will be Friday, February 12, and they will be 
held each Friday through March 18. The menu will include 
a variety of seafood, both baked and fried. The church social 
hall will be open for diners each Friday from 4-7 p.m. There 

will not be a fish fry on Good Friday. You can call ahead to 
order, 717-453-9931. 

Seven Sorrows Parish in Middletown will hold its An-
nual Fish Fry beginning Friday, February 12 and continu-
ing weekly through March 18 from 5-8 p.m. in the school 
cafeteria. The menu features all-you-can-eat batter-dipped 
fish (eat-in only) plus lemon-pepper fish, crab cakes, jumbo 
fried shrimp, macaroni and cheese, pierogies, and a variety 
of delicious desserts (now including key lime pie). The fish 
fry is located at 360 E. Water St. in Middletown (17057) 
and is handicap accessible. Overflow parking is available 
at nearby Feaser Middle School. Doors open at 3:30 p.m.; 
service begins at 5 p.m. Dine in or place your takeout order 
by calling 717-944-5488 after 4 p.m. Cash, check, Master-
Card, Visa, and Discover cards are accepted. Also available 
for sale during the Fish Fry – delicious handmade chocolate 
eggs available in peanut butter, butter cream, coconut, and 
NEW FOR 2016 - peppermint! Each egg is dipped in white, 
dark, or luscious milk chocolate. The Fish Fry, held February 
12, 19, 26, and March 4, 11, and 18, is sponsored by Seven 
Sorrows Parish. For more information, including full menu, 
visit www.sevensorrows.org. Click on “Lenten Fish Fry.” 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, Cornwall, will be holding Lenten 
Fish Dinners on Wednesdays, February 10, 17, 24, March 2, 
9, 16 and 23 from 4-7 p.m. Dinner will be served in the par-
ish social hall at the intersection of Route 419 and Cornwall 
Road. Menu includes baked or fried fish and baked potato 
or French Fries, applesauce or coleslaw, homemade dessert, 
coffee or tea. Salad will also be available. Cost is $9 for adult 
dinners and $2 for child’s (12 and under) fish dinner.  

St. Rose of Lima Parish in York will be holding their an-
nual seafood fundraiser during the Lenten season. Lunches 
and dinners will be served every Friday through March 19 
from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 pm. Dinners will begin at 4 p.m. and 
end at 7 p.m. For more information visit our website at www.
saintroseoflimayork.org.

St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg will host its 
fifth annual Lenten Fish Fry on Friday, February 12, 19, 26, 
March 4 and 18, from 5-7 p.m. at Xavier Center, 465 Table 
Rock Road. Dine in or take out. There will be adult, senior, 
children and reduced portion dinners available. Children un-
der 5 eat free. For more information, call 717-334-4048. No 
fish fry March 11.

The Knights of Columbus of St. Jude Thaddeus Par-
ish in Mifflintown will serve its annual Lenten Fish Din-
ners in the church social hall on Fridays, February 5 through 
March 18 from 4-7 p.m. All-you-can-eat meal includes fried 
and baked fish, popcorn shrimp, fried clams, French fries, 
macaroni and cheese, stewed tomatoes, corn, green beans, 
coleslaw, applesauce, rolls, puddings, and a selection of 
homemade desserts. Pay at the door: Adults $12; Ages 6-12 
$6; children 5 under free. St. Jude is located at 3918 William 
Penn Hwy (Old Route 22), Mifflintown, directly across from 
Tuscarora Junior High School. 

St. Peter Parish in Columbia will begin its Lenten Friday 
Fish Fry on Friday, February 12.  In its 37th year, the menu 
features a variety of fish platters including baked haddock, 
oysters, scallops, crab cakes and other non-meat dishes all 
prepared by the women of the parish. Desserts made by pa-
rishioners are also available. The public is invited and may 
eat in or take out every Friday through March 18, from 4-6:30 
p.m. The church is South Second and Union Streets.  Stations 
of the Cross are held in the Church beginning at 7 p.m.

Saint Mary’s Lenten Fish Fy will be held at 1730 Fowler 
Ave, Berwick, every Friday of Lent, February 2,12,19, 26, 
March 4,11,18 and will be open 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. The menu 
includes batter dipped fried fish, baked fish, chicken tenders, 
breaded shrimp, choice of 2 sides: baked potato, French 
Fries, corn baked beans or cole slaw. Price of dinner $8, extra 
sides available for purchases. For information 570-759-9227 
or fax 570-759-6637.

St. Matthew Parish in Dauphin is having 3 fish dinners 
during the season of Lent. Please join us on Fridays February 
19, March 4 and March 18 from 4-7 p.m. 50/50 tickets are 
available. Dinners will be held at the Parish Activity Center 
(P.A.C.), 607 Stoney Creek Drive, Dauphin, 17018. Baked 
haddock, pierogies, home-made crab cakes and a children’s 
menu will be available. In addition, desserts will be offered a 
la carte. Take out is also available! The dinners will be hosted 
by the Knights of Columbus Council 15351. All proceeds af-
ter expenses benefit St. Matthew the Apostle & Evangelist 
Catholic Church.

Church of the Holy Spirit, Palmyra, is holding a fish 
fry every Friday in Lent (except Good Friday) from 3-7 p.m. 
Serving your choice of Fried Fish, Baked Fish, Fried Shrimp 
or Crab Cake. Dinners included fries, slaw, or applesauce, 
rolls and bottomless cups of coffee or tea. Pierogie Dinners 
offered with applesauce and slaw. Pricing for every pocket, 
dine-in or take-out. Cold drinks and desserts available, sorry 
we are not able to take phone orders.

Lenten Fish Dinner: Please consider joining us at Our 
Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, K. of C. Council #15137, 
for some fun and fellowship while supporting our annual 
Lenten Fish Dinner being held Friday evenings, February 12, 
19, 26, March 4, 11 and 18 from 4:30-7 p.m. in our Social 
Hall located in the basement of our Church. Dinner choices 
will feature Beer Battered Haddock, Oven Baked Cod, and 
Breaded Shrimp with your choice of Baked Potato, French 
Fries and Mac & Cheese. Kids Meal will be Baked Fish 
Sticks or Mac & Cheese with a side. Adult dinners are $10 
per person and kids’ meals are $5 per person. Coleslaw, Des-
sert and Beverage included. Take-outs are available. Church 
address is 2121 n 3rd Street, Harrisburg. 

Saint Monica Church, Sunbury will be holding its Lent-
en Suppers on Friday, February 12, February 26, and March 
11 in the Saint Monica Parish Center, 109 Market Street 
Sunbury, from 4-6 p.m. The menu consists of: Breaded fish, 
Macaroni and Cheese, Stewed Tomatoes, Mixed Vegetables, 
Cole Slaw, Bread & Butter, and a dessert. Cost is $8.50.

Witness History:
A Look Back at 50 Years of Photos

(The following Lenten dinner information was submitted by the parishes. Lenten dinner information can be sent via e-mail to communications@hbgdiocese.org. 
You can also find a listing online at www.hbgdiocese.org.)

Lenten Fish Dinners

January 1966

This was the scene 50 years ago in a photo 
by Charles Blahusch as the first mailing of 
The Catholic Witness was checked by Carl 
Balcerak, managing editor; Jim Shaneman, 

assistant managing editor; Margaret 
DeVito, circulation manager; and Msgr. Leo 
Beierschmitt, executive editor. Today, the 
newspaper is designed, printed and prepared 
for mailing at Susquehanna Printing in 
Ephrata, as shown in the photo above.
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The day is attached to the Feast of Our 
Lady Lourdes, which commemorates 
the Blessed Mother’s appearances to the 
young, impoverished and uneducated 
Bernadette in Lourdes, France, in 1858. 
During one of those 18 apparitions, Mary 
told Bernadette that the faithful must 
continue to pray for the conversion of 
sinners, and that we can be co-redeemers 
with Christ if we unite our suffering to 
his. 

Our Lady also instructed Bernadette, 
who suffered from asthma, to “Drink of 
the waters.” Though no water was appar-
ent, Bernadette dug down into the mud 
and revealed a stream that emanated 
from a fountain. Today, that miraculous 
water continues to flow, and millions of 
pilgrims visit Lourdes each year to re-
ceive healings of body, mind and spirit. 

“Lourdes gives people a different vi-
sion of life – one that is formed in faith,” 
Father Sharman said. “In faith, we can 
believe – and we do – that sickness, 
pain, suffering, failure and scandal, all of 
these problems, can lead us to God. With 
the help of God’s grace, this experience 
makes us recognize that we are depen-
dent upon God. Sickness can allow us to 

World Day of Sick
Continued from 1

see our need for God, and untie us from 
those things that bind us to the earth, that 
through sickness, we can contemplate 
eternal realities.”

with others on their journey of faith,” she 
said. At Holy Spirit Hospital, pastoral 
care includes counseling, access to the 
hospital chapel, palliative care, bereave-
ment services for those who have lost 
a loved one, and memorial Masses and 
services.

Following the celebration of the Mass, 
Father Siriwa accompanied Father Shar-
man to several floors of the hospital, 
where Father Sharman celebrated the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
for four patients in their rooms. The pa-
tients were bolstered by the sacrament, 
and strengthened in their faith and their 
walk with Christ in the face of their ill-
ness. 

On the wall of every room was a cru-
cifix.

The crucifix, Father Sharman reflected 
in his homily, reminds those who are 
sick that “your suffering is not in vain, 
that if you are united to the suffering of 
Christ, you can also experience, through 
him wholeness, holiness and eternal hap-
piness. If that’s the purpose that crucifix 
serves, then it’s more medicinal than 
anything [a patient] can receive.”

“To see things through the prism of 
faith is to experience things differently,” 
he said. “Two people can walk into this 
beloved Holy Spirit Hospital, and walk 
through the same corridors and visit the 
same rooms. One person can see pain 
and suffering and blood and pus, and say, 
‘This hospital is a terrible place.’ And the 
other person can walk through the same 
rooms, and they can see healing and care 
and affection and education, and they 
can say the hospital is a wonderful place. 
What forms that? The vision of faith. 

“For Catholic healthcare, we don’t 
treat illness; we treat persons who are 
sick,” Father Sharman continued. “That’s 
the vital difference in having such a mag-
nificent institution as Holy Spirit Hospi-
tal. Persons come here who are suffering, 
and we try to relieve that suffering in the 
best way that we know how.”

“Today, we pray for those who suffer 
from illness, for their caregivers, their 
doctors, their nurses, their therapists, and 
for all who work in the healthcare field, 
because, in a special way, you are called 
to realize that you are instruments of the 
Lord in the lives of other people,” he told 
the congregation. “Be not afraid of heal-
ing, the healing that comes from faith 
and the healing that comes from medi-
cine, for they both find their origin in the 
goodness and the love and the healing of 
God himself.”

Following the homily, those suffering 
from illness approached the altar to re-
ceive the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick from the priest concelebrants. 
During the sacrament, a prayer is prayed 
over the individual, and sacred Chrism is 
marked in the sign of the cross on their 
foreheads and palms.

According to the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, “The first grace of this 
sacrament is one of strengthening, peace 
and courage to overcome the difficulties 
that go with the condition of serious ill-
ness or the frailty of old age. This grace 
is a gift of the Holy Spirit, who renews 
trust and faith in God and strengthens 
against the temptations of the evil one, 
the temptation to discouragement and 
anguish in the face of death. This assis-
tance from the Lord by the power of his 
Spirit is meant to lead the sick person to 
healing of the soul, but also of the body 
if such is God’s will. Furthermore, if he 
has committed sins, he will be forgiven” 
(1520).

“Today, as lines of people moved to 
the altar to receive the Sacrament of 
Healing, faith and hope were so wonder-
fully present,” observed Sister Margaret 
Washington, ASC, Director of Pasto-
ral Care at Holy Spirit Hospital. “After 
Mass, several people remained to share 
their personal stories and experiences of 
the presence of God. As in so many faith 
encounters, this was a moment of grace.”

“Pastoral care is a ministry of walking 

Christian  
Charity Sister 
Mary Ann George 
receives the 
Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the 
Sick  
celebrated in the 
chapel at Holy 
Spirit Hospital in 
Camp Hill on Feb. 
11, the World Day 
of Prayer for the 
Sick.
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Father Robert Sharman celebrates the 
Liturgy of the Eucharist during Mass in the 
chapel at Holy Spirit Hospital in Camp Hill, 
where the Sacrament of the Anointing of the 
Sick was celebrated Feb. 11.

In preparation for a new Level II Trauma Center, Holy 
Spirit Hospital in Camp Hill will begin a major construction 
project that will also expand the size and capabilities of its 
Emergency Department.

“We are preparing to become a Level II Trauma Center in 
October 2016,” said Kyle Snyder, Holy Spirit’s vice presi-
dent of operations. “It will save critical minutes for area pa-
tients suffering from severe, life-threatening injuries.”

A two-story addition with a rooftop helipad will be built 
onto the John R. Dietz Emergency Center. The project will 
also expand the number of treatment rooms in the Emer-
gency Department and include a dedicated and secure Be-

havioral Health treatment area.
“When Holy Spirit affiliated with Geisinger Health Sys-

tem last year, we began planning for a trauma center in addi-
tion to many other advanced clinical services in south central 
PA to better serve the community,” Snyder said. Geisinger 
has a Level I Adult and a Level II Pediatric Trauma Center 
at its main campus in Danville and Level II Trauma Centers 
at Geisinger Wyoming Valley in Wilkes-Barre and Geisinger 
Community Medical Center in Scranton. Currently, there 
are about a dozen Level II trauma centers in Pennsylvania.  

According to the Pennsylvania Trauma Systems Founda-
tion, which accredits trauma centers, there are four levels 

of trauma centers in Pennsylvania. Both Levels I and II 
are required to provide the same level of medical care and 
expertise. However, a Level I trauma center is required to 
perform research, have a surgical residency program, and 
an annual volume of 600 major trauma patients.  A Level 
II trauma center must have an annual major trauma patient 
volume of 350.

In addition to the construction and renovation work that is 
necessary for the Level II Trauma Center at Holy Spirit, the 
project will also expand the number of treatment rooms in 
the main emergency department and provide a dedicated and 
secure behavioral health treatment area.

Holy Spirit–A Geisinger Affiliate Begins Emergency  
Department Renovation in Anticipation of New Level II Trauma Center 
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The annual Rite of Election, celebrated on the first Sunday of Lent, is a significant 
step in the process of Christian Initiation. It formally enrolls the names of the catechu-
mens – those who will receive the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy 
Eucharist at the Easter Vigil – in to the Book of the Elect.

A total of 141 catechumens representing 38 parishes gathered at St. Patrick Cathedral 
in Harrisburg on Feb. 14, where they were presented to Bishop Ronald Gainer.  

The annual rite celebrates a milestone in the process of Christian initiation, inscribing 
the names of catechumens into the Book of Elect. Catechumens are presented to the 
bishop, and sponsors place a hand on the shoulder of the elect as a sign of their con-
tinuing care and example.    During the Rite of Election, the presence of the Diocesan 
Church represents the ongoing prayer and support offered by every member of the faith-
ful on behalf of those to be newly initiated at Easter. 
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Rite of Election Marks Time  
of Preparation for Newest Catholics

CNS/PAUL HARING
Pope Francis gives ashes to a woman as he celebrates Ash Wednesday Mass in 
St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican Feb. 10. 

By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service

Pope Francis marked the beginning of 
the Church’s Lenten journey by sending 
off several hundred religious and diocesan 
priests on their own special path as “mis-
sionaries of mercy” in local parishes. 

“Look upon your servants, Lord, that 
we are sending as messengers of mercy, 
salvation and peace. Guide their steps” 
and sustain them with “the power of your 
grace,” the pope said during a special Ash 
Wednesday liturgy in St. Peter’s Basilica 
Feb. 10.

“May Christ’s voice resound in their 
words and Christ’s heart in their gestures,” 
he said.

More than 700 of the 1,142 missionaries 
specially appointed by the pope attended 
the Mass. Dressed in white vestments and 
purple stoles, the men received the pope’s 
mandate to preach about God’s mercy and 
special authority to pardon even those sins 
reserved to the Holy See.

Their mission was echoed in the day’s 
second reading from St. Paul’s Second 
Letter to the Corinthians, in which he pro-
claims, “We are ambassadors for Christ” 
with God working and speaking through 
them, imploring people to “be reconciled 
with God.”

In his homily before commissioning the 
priests at the end of Mass, the pope said 
their mandate is to be “signs and instru-

Pope Sends off Missionaries of Mercy  
to Help People Open Hearts to God

ments of God’s pardon.”
“Dear brothers, may you be able to help 

open the doors of people’s hearts” as well 
as bless, heal and raise them up with a fa-
ther’s love, he said.

God knows the sins, weakness, wounds 
and fatigue people experience in their 
lives and “he knows how much we need 
forgiveness, he knows that we need to feel 
loved in order to carry out the good,” he 
said.

People cannot keep going on their own, 
and that is why the apostle Paul doesn’t 

urge people to “do something, but to let 
themselves be reconciled by God, to allow 
him to forgive us,” he said.

In fact, the first step on the road of a 
Christian life is recognizing the need for 
divine mercy and to pass through that 
“open door which is Christ,” who offers 
everyone a new and joyful life.

The problem, the pope said, is there may 
be many barriers that keep people from 
ever approaching or opening that door. 

People may be so hardened by sin or 
pride that “they bolt the lock on the soul,” 

justifying their errors or believing they are 
“no worse than others,” thereby remaining 
“prisoners of evil.”

Another obstacle people face is being 
ashamed “to open the secret door of the 
heart.” While shame is a good sign since 
“it shows that we want to detach ourselves 
from evil,” it must never turn into “dread 
or fear.”

The third danger is when people walk 
away from Christ, becoming distant or 
isolated by holing themselves up with 
their own suffering, wallowing endlessly 
in negative thoughts and sinking into the 
darkest recesses of the soul, he said.

“Let’s listen to Jesus, who says to those 
who are weary and burdened, ‘Come to 
me,’” since “only the Lord’s grace lib-
erates us” and offers peace and rest, the 
pope said.

He said the Lord asks people to close 
the distance that has grown and “return to 
me with your whole heart.”

The Lenten journey invites people to 
“be protagonists, embracing three rem-
edies, three medicines that heal [people] 
from sin” – prayer, fasting and almsgiv-
ing.

“May Lent be a time of a healthy ‘prun-
ing’ back of falsehood, worldliness, indif-
ference; of no longer thinking that every-
thing is fine as long as I am doing well; 
of understanding that what matters isn’t 
acceptance, seeking success or approval, 
but the cleansing of one’s heart and life.”


