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Seventh-grade student Rylee Zeak examines geodes as part of the Advanced Science program offered by Gettysburg  
College at Annunciation BVM School in McSherrystown. Annunciation was recently honored as the first school in the country 
to earn the Middle States Association Commissions on Elementary and Secondary Schools Program of Distinction in STEM.  

By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness

At Annunciation of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary School in McSherrystown, 
students are thinking outside of the 
box. And in some cases quite literally, 
using recycled boxes for STEM proj-
ects.

STEM stands for Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and Mathematics and 
is a new era of study using critical-
thinking and problem-solving skills 
that is being introduced to schools 
around the world as well as those here 
in our diocese.   

Annunciation was recognized this 
past December as the first school in the 
country to earn the Middle States As-
sociation Commissions on Elementary 
and Secondary Schools Program of 
Distinction in STEM.

“Annunciation BVM School takes 
seriously our commitment to prepare 
students both spiritually and academi-
cally for what awaits them after high 
school and college,” said Principal Pa-
tricia Foltz. “We are thankful that Mid-
dle States has recognized our STEM 
program as a Program of Distinction, 
which is an affirmation of our efforts 
to educate the whole child to be pre-

First in the Diocese, First in the Country: 
Annunciation School is STEM Ready

By Jessica Trygstad 
Catholic News Service

Catholic youths from the Archdio-
cese of St. Paul and Minneapolis were 
among those stuck on the Pennsylvania 
Turnpike overnight on the way home 
from the annual March for Life in 
Washington.

And they had stories to tell that in-
clude attending an impromptu roadside 
Mass complete with a snow altar.

“Each trip has something in it, but 
this one will be hard to forget,” said 
Jack Dorcey, a chaperone from St. Pius 
X Parish in White Bear Lake, Minn.

The Minnesota buses carrying about 
130 people left Washington after the 
march Jan. 22, but didn’t beat the 
storm that slammed much of the East 
Coast. At 8 p.m., they came to a stop 
on the Pennsylvania Turnpike – about 
100 miles east of Pittsburgh, and hun-
kered down for the night. Traffic was 
at a standstill after a tractor-trailer 
jackknifed near a mountain tunnel and 
snow continued to accumulate on roads 
before the accident was cleared.

Bill Dill, from the archdiocesan Of-

Pro-life Pilgrims Stuck on Highway Find Fellowship, Blessings

CNS photo/courtesy Carolyn Von Tersch
Father Patrick Behm of Le Mars, Iowa, checks out his cellphone during Mass 
Jan. 23 at an altar constructed of snow alongside the Pennsylvania Turnpike. 
The group from the Diocese of Sioux City, Iowa, was returning home from the  
annual March for Life rally in Washington when Winter Storm Jonas consumed 
the East Coast. Also pictured is Father Damien Wee of the Archdiocese of  
Omaha, Nebraska. 

fice of Marriage, Family and Life, said 
the group had plenty of snacks and fuel, 

but several people 
ventured out the 
next morning to get 
water. That’s when 
they noticed many 
buses from the 
march and struck 
up conversations 
with fellow pro-life 
advocates, many of 

whom were Catholic.
“You can imagine the fraternity 

among these people,” he told The 
Catholic Spirit, the archdiocesan news-
paper.

While meeting up with others also 
stuck on the road, Dorcey met a priest 
from the Archdiocese of Omaha, Ne-
braska, who suggested they have a 
Mass.

Students already were playing in the 
snow, so Dill and Dorcey asked them to 

make an altar, which was no small feat 
in the powdery snow.

The students from Epiphany Church 
in Coon Rapids, Minn., used pro-life 
signs from the march as shovels and 
then packed the snow for the altar so 
it wouldn’t collapse. Once complete, 
they also laid the signs across the al-
tar so that nothing would tip over. Us-
ing sticks, they made a cross to place 
against what they dubbed “John Paul 
the Great Hillside Chapel.”

“No one diocese had everything they 
needed to have a Mass. We didn’t have 
a priest or hosts, but we had the inspira-
tion,” Dorcey said. “Omaha had vest-
ments, but not a Mass kit. It all came 
together within an hour. You could see 
and feel that the spirit was there.”

Dill and his wife, Tiffany, walked 
along the roadside inviting people to 
Mass, which was celebrated by Father 
Pat Behm from the Diocese of Sioux 
City, Iowa, and concelebrated by at 
least six other priests. Dorcey estimates 
about 600 people from a handful of 
states attended.

“People just started filing in. It was 
really cool to look on both sides and 
see people just streaming in to come 
to Mass,” said Dorcey, who offered 
his umbrella during Mass to protect 
the Eucharist from the snow. Pat Mil-
lea, high school faith formation direc-
tor at St. Michael in Prior Lake, Minn., 
played music.

Before the Mass, Dill said one of the 
priests notified the local diocese, Al-

More STEM, page 10

More PRO-LIFE, page 7
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By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service

Lent is a time of conversion and a time to deepen 
one’s faith, demonstrating and sharing it through 
the corporal and spiritual works of mercy, Pope 
Francis said.

“Faith finds expression in concrete everyday ac-
tions meant to help our neighbors in body and spir-
it,” the pope said in his message for Lent, which 
begins Feb. 10 for Latin-rite Catholics.

Feeding the hungry, visiting the sick, welcoming 
strangers, offering instruction, giving comfort – “on 
such things will we be judged,” the pope wrote in 
the message, which was released at the Vatican Jan. 
26.

Particularly during the Year of Mercy, he said, 
Catholics are called to recognize their own need for 
God’s mercy, the greatness of God’s love seen in 
the death and resurrection of Christ and the obliga-
tion to assist others by communicating God’s love 
and mercy through words and deeds.

“The root of all sin” is thinking that one is god, 
something often expressed in a total preoccupation 
for accumulating money and power, the pope wrote. 
And just as individuals can be tempted to think they 
have no need of God, social and political systems 
can run the same risk, ignoring both God and the 
real needs of human beings. 

“Love alone is the answer to that yearning for in-

finite happiness,” Pope Francis wrote. It is the only 
response to the longings “that we think we can sat-
isfy with the idols of knowledge, power and riches.”

“The danger always remains that by a constant 
refusal to open the doors of their hearts to Christ 
who knocks on them in the poor,” he said, “the 
proud, rich and powerful will end up condemning 
themselves and plunging into the eternal abyss of 
solitude which is hell.”

But through acts of mercy and charity, “by touch-
ing the flesh of the crucified Jesus in the suffering,” 
he wrote, “sinners can receive the gift of realizing 
that they too are poor and in need.”

“In the corporal works of mercy we touch the 
flesh of Christ in our brothers and sisters who need 
to be fed, clothed, sheltered, visited,” he wrote. “In 
the spiritual works of mercy – counsel, instruction, 
forgiveness, admonishment and prayer – we touch 
more directly our own sinfulness.”

In the Christian life, Pope Francis said, “the cor-
poral and spiritual works of mercy must never be 
separated.”

Cardinal Francesco Montenegro, president of 
Caritas Italy and head of the archdiocese that in-
cludes the Italian island of Lampedusa, told report-
ers at a Vatican news conference that the pope’s 
message, like the Bible, “does not stop simply at re-
affirming that God is merciful, but clearly indicates 
that his children must be merciful, too, by living a 
greater love, especially by taking care of the little 

ones, the poor and defenseless.”
The cardinal said that from his own experience as 

archbishop of Agrigento, he has seen how people’s 
faith and joy have grown and become contagious 
when they not only go to Mass, but also volunteer 
to assist the thousands of migrants who land on 
Lampedusa’s shore seeking safety and a better life 
for their families.

Msgr. Giampietro Dal Toso, secretary of the Pon-
tifical Council Cor Unum, the office that promotes 
and coordinates Catholic charity, told reporters that 
Pope Francis wants to help Catholics rediscover the 
traditional corporal and spiritual works of mercy, 
which seemed to have been left on the shelf with 
dusty old books. Maybe, he said, “it was no longer 
fashionable” to preach about the daily actions of be-
lievers or maybe “our ecclesial practice has become 
quite institutionalized and politicized.”

“The works of mercy are a very simple, concrete, 
direct, alive, daily, easy, accessible-to-all way of 
living the Jubilee of Mercy,” he said. “The works 
of mercy describe what we as Christians can actu-
ally do every day, and that is why I find them so 
fascinating.”

As part of Cor Unum’s celebration of the Year of 
Mercy, he said, it has developed materials for a re-
treat day for people engaged in Church charitable 
activity. The materials are online – www.corunum-
jubilaeum.va – and can be adapted for use by a 
group, a parish or a diocese.

The traditional Lenten practices of piety, fasting, almsgiving and other 
forms of self-denial are recommended by the Church.

The faithful observance of Lent should manifest itself especially in the imi-
tation of Christ in daily life and in the readiness to sacrifice time and talents 
whenever possible in personal, parish and community efforts for those in 
spiritual or material need. The spiritual hunger of the unchurched locally and 
in mission lands can be a focus of prayers and charitable giving.

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of abstinence from meat for 
those who are 14 years of age and older. They are also days of fasting for 
those between 18 and 59 years of age. Those bound by the law of fasting may 
take one full meal. Two smaller meals are also permitted according to one’s 

needs. Eating between meals is not permitted, but liquids, including milk and 
fruit juices, are allowed. When health or ability to work is seriously affected, 
the law does not oblige.

All Fridays in Lent are days of abstinence from meat for those 14 years of 
age and older.

Fridays of the year outside Lent remain days of penance. The traditional 
abstinence from meat is highly recommended, together with fasting, by the 
Bishops of the United States, for the cause of peace in the world (see the Pas-
toral Letter on War and Peace, The Challenge of Peace: God’s Promise and 
Our Response, May 3, 1983, paragraph 298.) However, some other practice 
of voluntary self-denial or personal penance may be substituted. 

Pope: Live Your Faith during Lent, 
Perform Works of Mercy

Lenten Guidelines Focus on Prayer, Fasting, Almsgiving
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By Jen Reed
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Tom O’Neill has joined the Diocese of Harrisburg as Director of 
the Office of Marriage & Family Ministries, and began his position 
on Jan. 4.

Originally a native of Syracuse, N.Y., Mr. O’Neill has an under-
graduate degree in Religious Studies from the University of Virginia 
and a master’s degree in Philosophy of Religion, Theology and Eth-
ics from the University of Chicago.

Mr. O’Neill served as the Assistant Director & Marriage Prepa-
ration Coordinator for the Office for Family Life at the Diocese of 
Arlington for six and a half years. While there, he managed programs 
in marriage preparation serving 1,200 couples per year, as well as 
programs in marriage enrichment, men’s ministry, and evangeliza-
tion.  He created the diocese’s men’s conference, growing it from 330 to 1,100 
men, and established a fall men’s retreat and a men’s ministry newsletter.  He also 
worked in evangelization efforts, including creating a debate series on apologetics 
called “The Devil’s Advocate.”    

Mr. O’Neill has also worked for the March for Life Education & Defense Fund 
and, prior to studying for his master’s degree, was the Executive Assistant to the 
Provost & Chief Operating Officer at the Washington National Cathedral. His ser-
vice there included work on the memorial service for the seven astronauts killed 
in the Space Shuttle Columbia disaster in 2003, and the state funeral for President 
Ronald Reagan in 2004.

As Director of the Office of Marriage & Family Ministries, Mr. O’Neill over-
sees programs in marriage preparation including God’s Plan for a Joy-Filled Mar-
riage, Catholic Engaged Encounter, and Natural Family Planning instruction in 
both English and Spanish. He also works with programs in marriage enrichment 
including Retrouvaille, a program for couples experiencing difficulties in their 
marriage, and Beginning Experience for those suffering from the loss of a spouse 
through separation, divorce or death.

“The first priority within most family life ministries is marriage 
preparation, and secular scientific research has shown that people 
who participate in a marriage prep program have a significantly low-
er chance of divorce” Mr. O’Neill said.  “Family is at the center of 
society. It’s at the center of most people’s faith life. It’s where we are 
originally formed.”

The role of the Office of Marriage & Family Ministries is to assist 
families in their desire for God, Mr. O’Neill said. 

“For a lot of families, the faith is something between a heritage that 
they received from their parents and something they do sometimes 
on the weekend. It’s not necessarily at the center of their lives or 
what drives their decisions and values,” he remarked.  “Yet, there is 
a re-awakening to the faith” he said. “There is a growing movement 
of putting faith back at the center of family life and taking a more 
purposeful approach to the faith.  When that happens, you see mar-

riages that are stronger, families that are stronger. The Good News is that Christ 
and the faith are true, and the more that people give themselves over to the Truth, 
the better things will be.”

As he begins his ministry here in the diocese, Mr. O’Neill is taking time to as-
sess all of the family ministry programs and their potential for continued growth, 
and he is hoping to visit as many parishes as possible.

“I hope to establish relationships throughout the diocese, not only with the pro-
grams that we have in the office, but with all of the parishes and pastors,” he said. 
“I hope that our priests understand that we really want this office to be an ener-
getic and willing partner with the parishes, and that we’re active and enthusiastic 
about supporting the families in their parishes.”

Mr. O’Neill and his wife, Crystal, are the parents of Anastasia, 4, Damien, 2, 
and Alexandra, who is due in mid February. They are members of Good Shepherd 
Parish in Camp Hill.   

(For information on the programs of the Office of Family Ministries, visit www.
hbgdiocese.org/family-life or contact Mr. O’Neill at toneill@hbgdiocese.org or 
717-657-4804, ext. 323.)

Tom O’Neill

Tom O’Neill Begins Role as  
Director of Marriage & Family Ministries

Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

Diocese Thanked for Contributions  
to Collection for Church in Latin America
Father Robert M. Gillelan, Jr., Diocesan Vicar General and Moderator of 

the Curia, recently received a letter of thanks from Bishop Eusebio L. Eli-
zondo, M.Sp.S., Auxiliary Bishop of Seattle and Chairman of the USCCB 
Subcommittee on the Church in Latin America, for the $39,526.50 that the 
people of the diocese contributed to the 2015 Collection for the Church in 
Latin America.

In his letter, Bishop Elizondo noted that in 2015, the subcommittee was 
able to award more than 400 grants totaling more than $6.5 million.

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the collection, which was taken 
up in parishes in the diocese – along with a collection to aid the Church in 
central and eastern Europe and in Africa – in January.

“As we embark on this Jubilee Year of Mercy, I ask that you continue to 
support this collection and encourage your parishes to do the same,” Bishop 
Elizondo wrote. “Such support becomes a way for the faithful in your dio-
cese to show their solidarity with and to participate in an act of mercy for 
those who live on the margins in this region of the world. Our solidarity and 
outreach in mercy thus extends here at home and abroad.”

Catholic Charities of the 
Diocese of Harrisburg will 
have its annual “Soup Salad 
and Sermon” Lenten Lunch 
on Tuesday, February 23 at 
12:00 p.m. at the Cardinal 
Keeler Center in Harris-
burg. This informal event is a 
wonderful opportunity to en-
joy lunch and to learn about 
the important ministries pro-
vided by our agency.  Bishop 
Ronald Gainer will be the 
guest speaker. 

There is no charge for the lunch, although 
a freewill offering will be taken to support 
the Immigration and Refugee Services Legal 
Advising Program. All are welcome.  Please 
RSVP to Christopher Meehan at 717-657-
4804, ext. 284, or cmeehan@cchbg.org. 

Learn about the various programs of Catho-
lic Charities and how you can support them by 
visiting www.cchbg.org.

 

“Soup, Salad, and Sermon”  
Lenten Lunch

February 23 at Noon
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

Principal Opportunity at Trinity High School, Camp Hill 
For 2015-2016 

Minimum Qualifications: 
• Practicing, knowledgeable Catholic

• Thorough understanding of 
Catholic School Philosophy 

• Commitment to modeling the values 
of Catholic Educational Leadership 

• PA Administrators Certificate(or in process)
• Catechetical Certification (or in process)

• 5 years of teaching experience
Preferred Qualifications (in addition to the above):

•  3 years of Administrative experience
• Catechetical Certification (or in process)

• Master’s Degree in Educational Administration
Desirable Leadership Characteristics: 
• Experience at marketing, recruitment, 

and fiscal management

• Collaborative leadership style with good 
interpersonal and team-building skills 
• Oral and written communication and 

motivational skills 
• Experience in instructional leadership. 

Curriculum development, teacher supervision,  
and effective instruction 

• Knowledge and application of instructional technology
• Ability to effectively represent the 

school and the Church
  Send resume and letter of interest  

by Feb. 12, 2016 to: 
Livia Riley 

Superintendent of Schools 
Diocese of Harrisburg 

4800 Union Deposit Road 
 Harrisburg, PA  17111-3710 

(717) 657-4804 ext. 222   Email: lriley@hbgdiocese.org

The Department of Catholic Schools of the Diocese of Harrisburg is accepting appli-
cations for the Principal-ship of Trinity High School located in Camp Hill. Trinity cur-

rently enrolls 535 students from 13 surrounding public school districts in grades 9-12, 
predominantly from the west shore of the Susquehanna River, adjacent to the city of 

Harrisburg. As a Catholic school, Catholic identity is based on the integral role we play in 
the Church’s mission to proclaim the Gospel, build faith communities, and promote service 

to others.

• February 4-5 – Mid Atlantic Congress, Baltimore.
• February 7 – Dedication of New Church, Sacred Heart of Jesus, Cornwall, 2 p.m.
• February 10 – Ash Wednesday Mass, St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, noon.
• February 11 – Mass for the World Day of the Sick, Holy Spirit Hospital Chapel, 

Camp Hill, 11 a.m.
• February 13 – Retreat for Catholic Medical Guild and St. Thomas More Society, 

Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 9 a.m.-noon.
• February 14 – Rite of Election, St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 4 p.m.
• February 17 – Senior Lent Course for high school students via wide-area 

network, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 9 a.m.
• February 21 – Mass for Catholic Campus Ministry at Gettysburg College, Christ 

Chapel, 5 p.m. 
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By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service

Let the Year of Mercy be the time to end all family feuds, to forgive each 
other and let bygones be bygones, Pope Francis said.

“I think about so many brothers and sisters who are estranged from their 
families; they don’t speak to each other,” he said during his weekly general 
audience in St. Peter’s Square Jan. 27.

“This Year of Mercy is a good occasion to meet up again, to embrace each 
other and forgive each other, to leave bad things behind,” he said.

The pope continued a series of talks dedicated to divine mercy, looking spe-
cifically at how God has always been faithful and merciful toward his people.

God never ignored the Israelites’ cry of suffering and he sent Moses as a 
“mediator” on his behalf to free his people and lead them to salvation, the 
pope said.

“We can do this work, too, during this Year of Mercy, of being mediators of 
mercy with works of mercy” that bring people together, foster unity and offer 
people comfort and relief, he said. There are “so many good things people 
can do.”

“Mercy can never remain indifferent before the suffering of the oppressed, 
the cry of those who are exposed to violence, reduced to slavery, condemned 
to die,” he said.

Such suffering has existed throughout history, including in today’s world, 
he said, and that can often make people feel “helpless, tempted to harden their 
hearts and think about other things.”

God, however, is never indifferent, as he always fixes his gaze upon those 
in pain and intervenes by helping people become aware of and involved in the 
lives of those who suffer and are oppressed, he said.

In remarks to pilgrims from Iraq and other nations in the Middle East, Pope 
Francis again highlighted that God is not deaf to the plight of those facing 
“injustice and persecution.”

God always “intervenes and gives, with his mercy, salvation and assis-
tance,” the pope said. “He practices patience with the sinner in order to bring 
about conversion and he seeks the lost until they return because he ‘wills 
everyone to be saved and to come to knowledge of the truth.’”

“May the Lord bless all of you and protect you from evil,” he said.
The pope also invited Catholic individuals and groups who are involved in 

charitable service to take part in a day of spiritual retreat.
Individual dioceses will be sponsoring such events during Lent, he said, 

and he asked people to take advantage of the special occasion to reflect more 
deeply on God’s mercy and become more merciful.

Pope: Patch up Family Feuds,  
Forgive, Let Go of Painful Past

Diocesan Men’s Conference
“Jesus I Trust in You: Men Called to the Ocean of Mercy”

Saturday, March 12
Bishop McDevitt High School, Harrisburg

Keynote Speaker: Tom Peterson,  
Founder and President of Catholics Come Home

Mass Celebrant: Bishop Ronald Gainer

The day will also include Divine Mercy Reflection, Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament, Workshop Sessions, the Sacrament of Reconciliation and lunch. 
The day will conclude with Mass at 3 p.m.

For online registration, a full schedule of the day, and a list of workshop 
topics and presenters, go to www.hbgdiocese.org. 

Girl Scout Pilgrimage and Workshop
Saturday, March 12 from 2-5:30 p.m.

St. Catherine Labouré Church, Harrisburg
Our Lady of the Miraculous  

Medal Pilgrimage and Workshop
For Girl Scouts and  

American Heritage Girls of all ages
The day includes the Sacrament of  

Reconciliation at 4 p.m., and Mass at 
4:30 p.m. Cost is $5 per girl. The event is  
sponsored by the Harrisburg Diocesan  
Catholic Committee for Girl Scouts and Camp 
Fire.For information, visit www.hbgdiocese.
org/youth-and-young-adults/catholic-scouting Sign Up to Receive The Witness Electronically

You can read The Catholic Witness online, wherever you go!   
Through a free e-mail service, you can receive the diocesan newspaper in 

a fast and user-friendly electronic format. Sign up, and you will receive an 
e-mail with a direct link to each edition as it is published. 

Sign up for the e-mail service by logging on to the diocesan Web site at 
www.hbgdiocese.org. Follow the News/Events tab to The Catholic Witness 
page and click on “Catholic Witness E-mail Sign Up.” Once you complete 
the form, you will be added to our e-mail list.

Receiving The Catholic Witness electronically is a great way for college 
students and people who live outside of the diocese to stay in touch with the 
Church in Harrisburg. It’s also an alternative for those who wish to read the 
paper online instead of receiving a copy in the mail.

Registration with the e-mail service will not automatically cancel your 
mailed subscription. If you prefer to receive the online version instead of a 
copy in the mail, contact our Circulation Coordinator, Susan Huntsberger, at 
shuntsberger@hbgdiocese.org or 717-657-4804, ext. 201, with your Witness 
account number, and your name, address and phone number. 

And remember, previous editions of the newspaper – dating back to early 
2011 – are also available online. You can find them at www.hbgdiocese.org. 
Just follow the News/Events tab to The Catholic Witness page.

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat  
for Post Abortion Healing

For anyone hurting from an abortion experience, there is hope, mercy and 
forgiveness. If you or someone you know is hurting, there is help. You are 
not alone.

Consider attending a Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat. All inquires are strictly 
confidential.

In Philadelphia March 11-13 – Call Geri at 610-399-0890  
In York April 1-3 – Call Becky or Joy at 717-788-4959

In Doylestown April 22-24 – Call Evelyn at 215-317-5752
Space is limited, so register early. Visit www.rachelsvineyard.org. 
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Catholic social teaching
inspires and guides 

how we are to live and work 
in the world. In this prin-
ciple, Option for the Poor, 
Jesus tells us to care for 
those who are most in need. 
He reminds us of our Chris-
tian duty to give a voice to 
those who are unheard and 
to help those who are most 
vulnerable. 

Fighting between armed 
forces made life in Cumbi-
tara, Colombia, dangerous 
for Maria and her family – so 
dangerous that eight years 
ago they were forced to 
relocate. They left their home 
one morning with nothing 
but a suitcase of clothes.

It wasn’t easy making a 
new life in Nariño, a region 
of Colombia known for its 
coffee. People made fun 
of Maria and her family 
because they were outsiders. 
It was also hard to find work, 
and Maria’s father left home 
for months at a time to do 
dangerous work in a mine.

All that changed when the 
family bought a little piece of 
land through the CRS Borderlands project. On it, they 
grow gourmet coffee that is sold in the United States. 
And Maria, now 18 years old, is passionate about cof-
fee too. She was chosen for a special program and is 
earning a degree in farming. 

The program, run by the local university and CRS’ 
Borderlands project staff, trains young people to 

From Catholic Relief Services
This Lent, as they have for four decades, millions of Catholics around the United 

States will place a colorful cardboard box and calendar in their homes to begin a spiri-
tual journey that changes lives around the world.   

They will be participating in the 41st year of CRS Rice Bowl, a program with an effect 
that goes far beyond the funds it raises for those who need support and services in com-
munities throughout the United States and overseas.

For Catholic families, the “CRS Rice Bowl Ef-
fect” begins conversations about Lent and their 
faith, about the role of charity, and about the many 
different people who make up our world family. For 
Catholic parishes and schools, it unites communities 
for Lenten faith reflection around the spirit of serv-
ing those in need and the good work of the Church 
around the globe. And for those who benefit from its 
charity, the “Rice Bowl Effect” is a key to a better 
life.

“There is something truly wonderful about the im-
pact CRS Rice Bowl has on our Catholic community 
and on the people we serve,” said Joan Rosenhauer, 
executive vice president of U.S. Operations for Catholic Relief Services (CRS). “What 
we are calling the ‘Rice Bowl Effect’ unites us as a faith community in the service of 
helping others. It links us to our brothers and sisters around the world through stories, 
recipes, reflections, and prayer. And best of all, this effect can be an experience that 
starts with the very young and extends throughout our lifetimes.”

Rosenhauer noted that in this Jubilee Year of Mercy declared by Pope Francis, CRS 
Rice Bowl opens a special door for Catholics to learn more about – and participate in – 
the works of mercy done in their name by CRS, the international humanitarian agency 
of the Catholic community in the United States.   

“For CRS, the preferential love for those oppressed by poverty is at the heart of our 
work,” said Rosenhauer. “This year, we have helped improve the lives of millions of 
people in over 100 countries, work that began when we helped refugees during World 
War II. CRS Rice Bowl plays a significant role in making sure we are ready and able to 
do such work, the good news, the merciful story of our Church.”

Twenty-five percent of all contributions stay in local dioceses to support hunger and 
poverty prevention programs such as community gardens, food pantries, soup kitchens, 

CRS Rice Bowl Inspires Catholics to Do More with Less at Lent

Feeding the Faith: CRS Story of Hope ~ Option for the Poor

become leaders in the coffee industry. During her 
first semester, she learned from staff as they traveled to 
farms, teaching growers new ways to plant and harvest. 

Coffee, which Maria knew nothing about before start-
ing the program, is now her favorite subject. She’s even 
traveled to Seattle, Washington, to attend a conference 
on specialty coffee.

“It is in my blood,” she says. “Coffee is so much a 

part of everyday life – not just for me and my family, but 
globally. It’s not just a plant or something you drink, it 
brings people together.” 

Now she has a new career goal: to help neighboring 
coffee farmers make a living growing the best coffee 
possible. 

Try our featured recipe from Colombia: Cheese Em-
panadas with Beans. 

Ash Wednesday Mass and Blessing of Rice Bowls
February 10 at Noon

St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg
Bishop Ronald Gainer will celebrate the Mass, which will include the dis-

tribution of ashes to mark the start of Lent, and the blessing and distribution 
of Rice Bowls. All are invited to attend. 

support groups, and job centers. The remaining 75 percent goes to support CRS’ human-
itarian programs overseas, providing life-saving assistance and hope to impoverished 
and vulnerable communities.

But the “Rice Bowl Effect” goes far beyond the money raised. CRS Rice Bowl pro-
vides an expansive collection of resources for families, teachers, catechists, and minis-
ters for the entire Easter season.

For each of the six weeks of Lent, there is a recipe 
and a story from a different country, focusing on a 
family or individual – lives that are being changed 
for the better by a CRS program. Each story illus-
trates a principle of Catholic Social Teaching and 
makes the connection between the gift of service 
and our faith – the “what” with the “why” of charity. 
Many of those stories and recipes will be featured 
here in The Catholic Witness.

Since its start in a parish in Allentown, Pennsylva-
nia, as a response to the famine in the African Sahel 
region in 1975, CRS Rice Bowl has evolved into a 
national response to hunger around the world, used 
by over 13,000 Catholic schools and parishes during 
the season of Lent.

In its 41 years, CRS Rice Bowl has lifted generations of people out of poverty through 
the programs it supports. An orphaned child in a small village in the West African coun-
try of Ghana, Thomas Awiapo was lured to school by the smell of food. By satisfying 
his hunger, he found a love for learning and went on to college and graduate school in 
the United States. 

The feeding program in the school Thomas Awiapo attended was supported by CRS 
Rice Bowl. In an amazing twist of fate, Awiapo, with a master’s degree in public admin-
istration, became an employee for CRS. Today, he and many of his former classmates 
who ate the CRS Rice Bowl food have successful careers in civil service, teaching, 
medicine, and humanitarian service.

Each Lent, Thomas Awiapo comes to visit Catholic schools and parishes across the 
U.S. and share his story of how the “Rice Bowl Effect” turned into the face of God for 
him.

“You can call me the poster child for CRS Rice Bowl, but we’d be closer to the truth 
if you called my children your poster children,” he says. “They have never experienced 
hunger in their lifetime, and today they are all in school. My eldest daughter is on track 
to be a medical doctor. They are a perfect example of how the ‘Rice Bowl Effect’ con-
tinues on and on.”  

CRS Rice Bowl is rooted in tradition but designed to be used in the context of our 
modern lives. In addition to a full collection of print and online resources for educators, 
parish leaders and parents, there is a CRS Rice Bowl app for iOS and Android mobile 
devices.   

“The app is a great way to keep Lent close at hand,” said Rosenhauer. “It has the full 
collection of our videos, stories and reflections plus some built-in social media func-
tions and an easy way to set a goal for your Lenten sacrifice and track it. Close to 33,000 
people downloaded the CRS Rice Bowl app by the end of Lent last year.”  

CRS Rice Bowl materials are available in print, on the web at www.crsricebowl.org, 
and through the mobile app and in English and Spanish. Follow CRS Rice Bowl on 
Twitter – @CRSRiceBowl and #4Lent4Life – and like CRS Rice Bowl on Facebook.



6 - The
 Catholic Witness • February 5, 2016

By A.B. Hill
Special to The Witness

The Pennsylvania abortion 
report was released last month 
with little note. The number of 
abortions in Pennsylvania in 2014 
is about the same as the year be-
fore: 18 more for a total of 32,126. 
Statistically speaking, people may 
shrug their shoulders and think 
that’s neither good nor bad. Things 
stayed the same, so what.

Pope Francis warns us about 
falling into indifference to those 

in the outermost fringes of society 
during this Jubilee of Mercy:

“Let us not fall into humiliating 
indifference or a monotonous rou-
tine that prevents us from discov-
ering what is new! Let us ward off 
destructive cynicism! Let us open 
our eyes and see the misery of the 
world, the wounds of our brothers 
and sisters who are denied their 
dignity, and let us recognize that 
we are compelled to heed their cry 
for help! May we reach out to them 
and support them so they can feel 
the warmth of our presence, our 
friendship, and our fraternity! May 

Do Not Be Indifferent to Abortion

An image of the Miraculous Medal – which the Blessed  
Mother revealed to St. Catherine Labouré during a series of three  
apparitions in 1830 – is imprinted on the doors of St.  
Catherine Labouré Church in Harrisburg, where faithful gathered 
for a 24-hour prayer vigil Jan. 21 and Jan. 22, the day of the 
March for Life in Washington, D.C. The words on the medal are: 
“O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse 
to thee.”

their cry become our own, and 
together may we break down 
the barriers of indifference 
that too often reign supreme 
and mask our hypocrisy and 
egoism!” (Misericordiae Vul-
tus, No. 15)

Instead of shrugging our 
shoulders, we should step 
back to consider what those 
abortion numbers mean. It is 
not a count of “services pro-
vided,” it is 32,126 children 
whose lives were extinguished 
this year. They are different 
boys and girls than the 32,108 
unique individuals who were 
aborted the year before. That 
is a lot of human beings who 
were denied their dignity.

In this Year of Mercy, re-
solve to do more to bring 
about the Culture of Life in 
the world around you.

• Donate time, money, or re-
sources to a local crisis preg-
nancy center.

• Pray at an abortion clinic 
for all those who are facing 
unexpected pregnancies, or 
look into sidewalk counseling.

• If you have a friend who 
is facing an unexpected preg-
nancy, take her to a movie, 
to get her nails done, or even 
just out for ice cream. Let her 
know that you are there for 
her.

• If you know a man who is 
facing an unexpected pregnan-
cy, encourage him to accept 
responsibility and support his 
child and the baby’s mother.

• Pray the Rosary for families 
who receive a pre-natal diagnosis 
and may be pressured to choose 
abortion.

• Learn the facts about abor-
tion (see www.pacatholic.org/wp- 
content /uploads/abort ionand
society.pdf)

• Write a letter to the editor of 
your newspaper in defense of life 

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
A woman spends time in prayer before the Blessed Sacrament during 
a 24-hour Prayer Vigil for Life held at St. Catherine Labouré Church 
in Harrisburg Jan. 21 and 22 to pray for the end of abortion and for a 
greater reverence for all life.

or weigh in with comments on an 
article online.

• Have the courage to share your 
views on social media. 

• Contact your elected officials 
and urge them to vote pro-life. You 
can use the Catholic Advocacy 
Network at www.pacatholic.org to 
easily send an e-mail.

If we work together, we will 
break down the barriers of indiffer-

ence and build a Culture of Life!
(The Pennsylvania Catholic 

Conference is the public affairs 
agency of Pennsylvania’s Catho-
lic bishops and the Catholic dio-
ceses of Pennsylvania. Stay up-
to-date with Catholic news and 
issues at www.pacatholic.org, www. 
facebook.com/pacatholic, and 
www.twitter.com/pacatholic.)

By Kurt Jensen 
Catholic News Service

Catholic admonitions about inclusion mixed with strong political language before the March 
of Life got underway Jan. 22 in Washington.

At a Jesuit-sponsored Mass for life at St. Aloysius Gonzaga Church that morning, Father 
Paddy Gilger’s homily reminded a small group of students that because Jesus made an effort 
to be inclusive when he chose his disciples, they, too, should be respectful of others’ opinions.

“As we join in the fight against the scourge of abortion, our differences remain, and that’s 
OK,” he said.

Father Gilger also told the students to combine prayer and penance to create a culture of life. 
“Our efforts are to be able to create the same amount of space for people to change their hearts.”

Later, at the March for Life rally at the Washington Monument, attended by nearly 50,000, 
Carly Fiorina, the former CEO of Hewlett-Packard who is running for the Republican presiden-
tial nomination, stuck to her standard political stump speech.

She drew loud cheers with her claim, “You can bet that I will win this fight against Hillary 
Clinton.”

Fiorina reminded the audience that the next president “will have the awesome responsibility 
to pick up to four Supreme Court justices who will decide issues of life and religious liberty. ... 
Make no mistake, ladies and gentlemen, this election is a fight for the character of our nation.”

Silent symbols of religious liberty got a roar. A group of Little Sisters of the Poor who work 
at the order’s nursing home in Washington drew a sustained ovation when they were introduced.

The Denver-based order is fighting a mandate from the Department of Health and Human 
Services that requires employers, including most religious employers, to provide contraceptive 
coverage to its employees under the Affordable Health Care Act even if they have moral objec-
tions to doing so.

Their Supreme Court case,  Zubik v. Burwell, will be heard in March. The order is facing $70 
million in fines per year if it does not comply.

Patrick Kelly, the Knights of Columbus vice president for public policy, said opponents of the 
pro-life movement, “insist on dividing and bullying those who disagree with them by speaking 
of a fictional war on women. Our movement, the movement to protect human life, is different. It 
is built by you, the grass roots. … We come here to show that we cannot be intimidated.”

Rep. Chris Smith, R-New Jersey, co-chairman of the Congressional Pro-Life Caucus, praised 
efforts by state legislatures. “The gains have been historic – 282 pro-life laws have been enacted 
since 2010, including laws to stop dismemberment abortions, require a 72-hour waiting period, 
and informed consent.”

The rally was the evangelical community’s first formal involvement in the annual March for 
Life, which is held on the anniversary of the Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade decision, which legal-
ized abortion virtually on demand in the U.S.

“We are grateful for your leadership on the culture of life,” said Jim Daly, president of Focus 
on the Family. “It’s taken us time to come to the party, but we are here with you!”

Daly also was headlining the first major pro-life conference for evangelicals to be held in 

March Marks 43rd Anniversary of Decision Legalizing Abortion

conjunction with the March for Life. He was joined at the conference and the rally by Russell 
Moore, president of the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention.

In the days leading up to the March for Life as forecasters announced the impending blizzard 
headed for Washington, organizers of the annual event said it would not be canceled.

It drew “what appeared to be tens of thousands” of participants, according to an estimate from 
Jeanne Monahan-Mancini, president of the March for Life Education and Defense Fund.

“The world may think that we’re a little bit crazy to be here on a day like today, but those that 
are standing here know that there is no sacrifice too great to fight the human rights abuse of abor-
tion,” Monahan-Mancini told the crowd.

After the rally, participants marched up Constitution Avenue to the U.S. Supreme Court as 
snow began to fall – the beginning of what turned into a major blizzard and left more than 2 feet 
of snow in Washington, with outer suburbs receiving even more.

Over the years, pro-lifers participating in the March for Life have endured freezing rain, snow 
and sub-zero temperatures and there might have been more than one blizzard that swept through 
the nation’s capital on or around the Roe anniversary.

But 19 years ago, the circumstances Jan. 22 were a carbon copy of what marchers faced this 
year. CNS reported that a blinding snowstorm “whited out the view of the U.S. Capitol” and 
“sent federal employees home from work before noon.”

Pro-life supporters walk in the snowfall up Constitution during the March for Life 
Jan. 22, the 43rd anniversary of the Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade decision  
legalizing abortion in U.S. The snowfall was the start of a two-day historic storm 
in the nation’s capital. 

CNS, GREGORY L. TRACY, 
THE PILOT
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By Joanne Fox 
Catholic News Service

Father Patrick Behm of Le Mars, Iowa, confessed to being 
overwhelmed by all the attention.

I’m just happy being a simple priest,” he insisted.
That “simple priest” went viral on social media for cel-

ebrating Mass Jan. 23 on the Pennsylvania Turnpike.
Father Behm was returning with others from the Diocese 

of Sioux City following the annual March for Life rally Jan. 
22 in Washington, when Winter Storm Jonas consumed the 
East Coast. The bus – and many other vehicles – had to stop 
on the turnpike because of an accident on the road.

“We were at mile-marker 132.9, and we couldn’t go any-
where,” he told The Catholic Globe, Sioux City’s diocesan 
newspaper. “We were just biding our time and twiddling our 
thumbs.”

A knock on the door of the bus changed it all for Father 
Behm and about 500 others.

“It was Bill Dill from the Archdiocese of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis who told us some people had constructed an 
altar out of the snow and would I want to celebrate Mass,” 
he said. “I was caught off guard. I thought they had probably 
found a garbage can and turned it over.”

Father Behm added, with a laugh, “Those Minnesotans re-
ally know how to build stuff out of snow!”

Although there were about eight priests available to cel-
ebrate Mass, the honor of principal celebrant went to Fa-
ther Behm, “probably because I had my travel Mass kit,” he 
speculated.

When all of the priests gathered to work out the particu-
lars, Father Behm asked who was preaching.

“They all looked at me and said, ‘You are,’ but I hadn’t 
looked at the readings,” he said, referring to the day’s Gos-
pel from Matthew. “Thankfully, Father Shaun Haggerty of 
the Diocese of Sioux Falls [South Dakota] had, and said 
it would be easy to preach because the Gospel was about 
how everyone thought Jesus was crazy and they probably 
thought we were, too.”

Distributing Communion to several hundred individuals 
was next on the to-do list for Father Behm and reminiscent 
of another Gospel story.

“I guess it was kind of like the loaves and fishes because 
we did have to break up the hosts into small pieces,” he said. 
“I would guess about five pieces were not consumed. We 
talked about it and I think there was representation from 
dioceses in Iowa, Nebraska, Minnesota, Missouri, North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Wisconsin, Ohio and Pennsylvania.”

The inclement atmosphere did take a toll on Father Behm, 
who attributed weathering the cold to “many years of work-
ing in the frozen-food section at Hy-Vee (supermarket).”

“I had my coat on under my alb and stole, but I had no 
chasuble,” he said. “When it came time to distribute Com-
munion, I told the others my hands were too numb and they 
took that on.”

Father Behm recounted that the response to the 35-minute 
service, which started at noon, was gratifying.

“Seeing that faithfulness and that joy from everyone was 
very positive,” he said. “It certainly made the 22 hours of 
being stuck doable.”

Father Behm returned to Plymouth County about 11 p.m. 
local time Jan. 24 to discover the event had taken on its own 
media life.

“I have spent a lot of time doing interviews,” he said. “In 
each one, I’ve been trying to credit Bill Dill and the pilgrims 
from the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis with the 
idea and trying to remind everyone that I had six or seven 
brother priests concelebrate with me.”

Father Behm also stressed the reason behind that Mass 
was initially the reason for the trip – the March for Life to 
overturn the 1973 Supreme Court Roe v. Wade decision, 
which legalized abortion.

“Make no mistake about it, the tide is changing and I be-
lieve this is the generation that will see Roe overturned,” he 
said. “Every time I go to the March for Life, the crowd gets 
younger and younger. Christ was with us in this storm. He’s 
with us in every storm, and it is he who will ultimately bring 
the victory.”

Iowa Priest Goes Viral  
for Celebrating Mass  

for Snow-Bound Group

toona-Johnstown, of their plans considering the 
unusual circumstances and canon law require-
ments.

Dorcey said Mass was quick, but everybody 
was able to receive Communion. By the end of 
Mass, the buses were starting to move. When 
they left, someone stuck a pro-life sign in the 
middle of the altar to commemorate the occa-
sion.

The group got back to St. Paul around 3:45 
p.m. Jan. 24 and their trip officially ended with a 
Mass at the Cathedral of St. Paul, celebrated by 
Father John Ubel, the rector.

Reflecting on the experience, Dorcey said: 
“Everything that happened ... you could just feel 
God’s presence right there.”

He said that group leaders had discouraged 
the students from bringing their cellphones, but 
technology ultimately spread their pro-life mes-
sage.

One girl used Twitter to share details about 
their roadside Mass. Soon after, a news station 
from the Twin Cities contacted her, and word 
spread from there.

Other March for Life groups stuck on the 
Pennsylvania highway included students from 
the Franciscan University of Steubenville, Ohio, 
and Duquesne University in Pittsburgh and three 
buses from the Diocese of Green Bay, Wis.

Maria Schuette, director of religious edu-
cation and youth ministry for the Diocese of 
Green Bay, who was interviewed by phone Jan. 
23 from one of the buses, described the delay 
as another opportunity for the group “to practice 
what it means to be pro-life.”

The diocesan pilgrims: parish youth groups 
members, Catholic high school students and 
chaperones, turned the negative experience into 
a positive, she told The Compass, Green Bay’s 
diocesan newspaper.

“We have been taking in strangers, people 

Pro-Life
Continued from 1

whose cars ran out of fuel,” she said. “It’s defi-
nitely been like a God moment for us.”

Schuette said students provided people with 
bottled water and invited them to use the bath-
rooms on the bus or simply get warm.

“They have kind of made the most of the situ-
ation,” she added. “They’ve gotten out, cleaned 
off visitors’ cars, shared food and had snowball 
fights.”

Danny Stewart, 17, a junior at Notre Dame 
Academy in Green Bay who had participated in 
his first March for Life, viewed the snow delay 
in philosophical terms. “A pilgrimage is like an 
adventure and you’re going to experience times 
that are difficult,” he said. “This is part of the 
difficult time so far. It’s just crazy.”

Through a March for Life Facebook page, the 
group had been able to keep in contact with fam-
ily and friends during their ordeal.

Schuette said prayers from families and other 
people who are following their trip were help-
ful. “We have really felt the prayers through 
the whole pilgrimage. We couldn’t have done it 
without them.”

She also said it was an opportunity for the 
group to pray for others.

“All the kids stepped up,” she said, noting that 
they prayed the Rosary not only for their own 
rescue, but for the safety of national guardsmen, 
the highway patrol and fellow travelers.

Another group, four busloads of pilgrims from 
the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph, Mo., 
were especially grateful that their chartered bus 
service figured out how to find a spot off the 
road with hot food and shelter.

The group of 160, including students, dea-
cons, chaperones and eight priests, avoided the 
standstill traffic by taking a detour and arriving 
at American Legion Post 113 in Bedford, some 
23 miles to the east, where they had a warm 
meal and slept on the hall’s floors before resum-
ing their trip the next day.

“It’s very, very scenic right now,” one of the 
pilgrims, Michael Aberer, told Catholic News 
Service Jan. 23.

CNS/BOB ROLLER
Bishop David A. Zubik of Pittsburgh delivers the 
homily during the closing Mass for the National 
Prayer Vigil for Life at the Basilica of the Na-
tional Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in 
Washington Jan. 22. 

By Mark Pattison 
Catholic News Service

David A. Zubik of Pittsburgh urged Massgo-
ers preparing to rally in Washington for the an-
nual March for Life to “connect the dots” link-
ing all manner of life issues.

At a Jan. 22 Mass at the Basilica of the Na-
tional Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, 
Bishop Zubik invoked his fifth-grade teacher, 
Sister Mary Richard, who “taught me how to be 
a pro-lifer.” 

The nun “did it in an interesting and an un-
expected way,” he said. “If you have any hopes 
of getting to the sixth grade,” he remembered 
her saying, “you’d better know more than just 
the Hail Mary. You’d better know the preposi-
tions” – at which point Bishop Zubik reeled off a 
string of prepositions in alphabetical order, from 
“above” to “with.” “Needless to say,” he added, 
“I made it to the sixth grade.”

But prepositions, he said in his homily dur-
ing the Mass, “give sentences their meaning.” 
He added, “Every one of us is called by God to 
be prepositions in life.”

Bishop Zubik said that while people engage in 
fasting, often interpreted as giving up something 
valuable to them, God has no interest in that. In-
stead, the bishop added, one has to go to the root 
of the word “sacrifice” – in Latin, sacrum fa-
cere, or to make holy.

The way to do that, Bishop Zubik said, is to 
“connect the dots” of life issues as prepositions 
connect the key words and phrases in a sentence.

“To connect the dots in 2016 takes on its own 
flavor,” he said, “to make holy all of life, by con-
necting the dots to every single person,” from 
the unborn to the born to the elderly, to those 
“suffering from human trafficking” and those 
“exploited by pornography,” and “to the unem-
ployed and the underemployed, looking not so 

Bishop Zubik Calls Pro-Lifers to  
‘Connect the Dots’ on Life Issues

much for a hand out as a lift up.”
Connecting the dots to all persons is what God 

intended, Bishop Zubik said, “to see each other 
as God sees us all.”

He lamented the Supreme Court decisions of 
Jan. 22, 1973, that legalized abortion virtually 
on demand, as it “opened the door” to a host of 
other legal, legislative and proposed initiatives 
that reduce the sanctity of human life.

He suggested twice – during the homily and 
in a post-Communion reflection – that Massgo-
ers think about the people who brought them 
to Washington on the anniversary date. “Not 
by wheels and wings” to come to Washington, 
Bishop Zubik said, but by their example and for-
mation. Bishop Zubik offered as one such ex-
ample – his own mother – who he said “taught 
me to get down on my knees” to pray at bedtime 
each night, and upon waking, “to get down on 
my knees again” at the same bedside. 



8 - The
 Catholic Witness • February 5, 2016

By Chris Heisey
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Seldom did merciful acts occur in the Ameri-
can Civil War. “Some of you young men think 
that war is all glamour and glory, but let me tell 
you, boys, it is all hell,” Union General William 
Tecumseh Sherman said to his men who fought 
under him in Georgia and South Carolina late in 
the war. “War is cruelty,” he went on, “and there 
is no use trying to refine it. The crueler it is, the 
sooner it will be over.”

Every battle in the Civil War was cruel and 
bloody. Many battles featured moments when 
the killing was fearfully done as lines of battle 
were only yards apart. Seeing the whites of your 
foe’s eyes happened in this war where nearly 
700,000 died. 

There were bloodier battles than the clash at 
Fredericksburg, Virginia, in December 1862. Yet 
arguably none was more gruesome. While the 
battle occurred along a five-mile front, the main 
carnage occurred just outside of the town along 
a large rounded hilltop dubbed Maryre’s Heights 
that featured a distinct mansion named Bromp-
ton. Below that stately mansion, where a promi-
nent Virginian political family named Maryre 
resided, was a stone wall destined for historical 
fame.

Dug in behind that wall were General Robert 
E. Lee’s Confederates from Georgia and South 
Carolina. The 24th Georgia was an Irish regiment 
whose ranks were filled with Catholics who mer-
cilessly shot down Irish Catholics in the Union 
Army’s Irish Brigade who were ordered to attack 
the impregnable position. In a war filled with 
suicidal charges across sloping open ground, the 
assault on Maryre’s Heights ranks as the most 
heroic, yet absurd folly of the war. 

As the sun set on December 13th, the Union 
dead and wounded so littered the ground that 
Confederates wrote in the diaries that they could 
have walked on bodies for a half mile into town 
without having their feet touch the ground. And 
for insult to the injured, the warm December day 
turned sharply colder as night fell and a frigid po-
lar front blew through the Central Virginia town 
located halfway between Washington, D.C., and 
Richmond. 

Just a day earlier, many of those Union soldiers 
pillaged and ransacked the town’s homes when 
they crossed the Rappahannock River on pon-
toons and drove the meager resistance Lee had 
posed in the town to protect those defenseless 
civilians. Southern women were stripped of their 
clothes, elegant furniture burnt for joyful bon-
fires, and food stores looted to the bare bones. 
The nefarious behavior lasted several days as 
Union soldiers stole jewelry as well as money 
from all the banks. But the most prized loot was 
tobacco, which was found in abundance in this 
southern river and rail town. “Our men took what 
they chose and destroyed any amount of property 
of all kinds,” one disgusted Union officer com-
mented. 

A private from Minnesota could not believe the 
wanton destruction and lurid behavior. “Every-
thing is destroyed….” he wrote home, “The citi-
zens of Fredericksburg are houseless, homeless 
and destitute. It will be a hard winter of intense 
hardship for them.” All of this senseless, drunken 
destruction was under the watchful eyes of Con-
federate soldiers who were sitting atop Maryre’s 
Heights looking down upon the burning, looted 
town. 

More than 12,500 Union soldiers fell the 
next day in what one general called the “jaws 
of death” as Yankees assaulted the stone wall 
six times across the open plain before Maryre’s 
Heights. So galling was the fire that Confeder-
ate General James Longstreet, not one known for 
spewing hyperbole, said, “No chicken could live 
on that field when my guns open on it.”

Watching the battle progress atop the heights, 
the stoic warrior General Lee quipped, “It is well 
war is so terrible, we should grow too fond of it.” 

On December 14th, a cold north wind blew as 

Moments of Mercy

‘We Should Grow Too Fond of It’

WRITER’S COLLECTION
Richard Kirkland Portrait taken in 1862.

Confederates waited for the Union army to attack 
again. But no attack would come. Stuck between 
the two lines were thousands of freezing and dy-
ing Union soldiers. Sticking your head up meant 
certain death as snipers on both sides picked off 
any sign of life.

Soldiers on both sides amidst the sniping heard 
the incessant pleas from the Yankee wounded.

“Water, water, God’s sake, water!” rang out, 
as the temperatures continued to plunge. Any at-
tempt to provide aid was met with a fusillade of 
bullets.

Twenty-year-old Sergeant Richard Rowland 
Kirkland of the 2nd South Carolina could not 
stand the pathos of this killing field any longer. 
Positioned beside 24th Georgia, Kirkland went 
to his commanding officer, General Joseph Ker-
shaw, to ask if he could take water to the dying 
Union Irish boys. 

“General, I can’t stand this,” Kirkland said.
“Kirkland!” the general replied, “Don’t you 

know that you will get a bullet through your head 
the moment you step over that wall.”

“If you will let me, I am willing to try it,” the 
young sergeant said.

“I will not refuse your request, trusting God 
may protect you,” General Kershaw told him.

“All right sir, I’ll take the chances,” Kirkland 
said, as he bounded over the wall with full can-
teens in tow. 

The Union soldiers below opened fire imme-
diately as the daring Kirkland dashed to and 
fro amongst the dying wounded. One Georgian 
watching remarked that the bullets were so thick 
that not even a “bird could survive the fire.” 

Soon the Northerners ceased firing as they re-
alized what the brave young man was doing. He 
raised a hapless head and poured water into the 
grasping mouth until he had to retrieve more wa-
ter from a nearby well. Many could not believe 
the moment of mercy Kirkland was freely giving 
to an enemy that just hours before was ransacking 
innocent civilian property. “Such deeds as this,” 
one watching Yankee wrote, “are the redeeming 
features of war.”

Troops on both sides began cheering and Kirk-
land was dubbed the Angel of Maryre’s Heights 
for his profoundly admirable act of mercy. As 
darkness fell, the Northern Lights or Aurora Bo-
realis danced across the star-studded skies with 
streaks of green and red waves of lights. It was 
an awesome sight, for this phenomenon is rarely 
witnessed so far south. Was this a sign of God’s 
mercy, as southerners saw it, or a show of Divine 
sadness at the sad folly that marked this tragic 
winter battle?

 Nine months later, Sergeant Kirkland was 
leading an assault in another terrible battle along 
the banks of Chickamauga Creek in northern 
Georgia when he was struck by a Yankee bullet. 
As he lay dying, one of his comrades gave him a 
drink of water as he said, “I am done for, so save 
yourselves! Tell my Pa that I died right.”

Author’s Biographical Note: The best account 
of the Fredericksburg Campaign is by Francis 
Augustin O’Reilly entitled: The Fredericksburg 
Campaign: Winter War on the Rappahannock. 
Mr. O’Reilly gives a superb account of the Angel 
of Maryre’s Heights incident in this 2003 book. 
Another more classic book is Drama on the 
Rappahannock: The Fredericksburg Campaign 
written by Edward Stackpole - - a self professed 
Civil War aficionado who lived in Harrisburg in 
the mid 20th Century. The civic minded histori-
an wrote prolifically about the Civil War in the 
1950s and 60s. George Rable’s 2012 published 
Fredericksburg, Fredericksburg is a terrifically 
crafted though hefty narrative which touches on 
all aspects of the momentous campaign in the fall 
and winter of 1862-63.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
The Moment of Mercy Monument sculpted by Philadelphia artist Terry Jones in 2001. The Monument pays 
tribute to Kirkland in front of the National Civil War Museum in Harrisburg. 
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Save the Date for April 11
Harrisburg Diocesan Council  

of Catholic Women’s
91st Annual Convention

Cardinal Keeler Center,  
Harrisburg, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

All women, priests and 
deacons of the Harrisburg 
Diocese are invited.

Convention Theme: 
Sowers of Hope: Opening 
Our Hearts

Watch upcoming edi-
tions of The Catholic Wit-
ness for more details.

Prayer Shawl Retreat
Hosted by the Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic Women
 February 20 from 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. • Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg 

Please mark your calendar now and plan to join other women from our Harrisburg Diocese for a 
few special hours including Mass, prayer, knitting / crocheting, fellowship and lunch!

We warmly invite you to take advantage of this opportunity to come together and share your 
handiwork, touching stories and the thank you notes you received from recipients of prayer shawls 

created for comfort and caring in this beautiful ministry. You are most welcome to attend even if you 
are a beginner and would like to be part of this time of fellowship and sharing. 

Please bring any prayer shawls and patterns you wish to display. We will add the patterns to 
our Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic Women website at http://hdccw.webs.com/prayer- 
shawl-ministry. 

While the program is free, advance registration is required. Please call Kathy at 448-8899 or Deb 
at 514-8815 to reserve your space or e-mail your reservation to them at kakoko120@comcast.net or 
mvdb01@verizon.net. Deadline is Saturday, February 13. 

Christian Charity Sister Felice Donelin greets the faithful as they arrive for Mass at Good Shepherd Church in 
Camp Hill to celebrate the closing of the Year of Consecrated Life.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

During a diocesan Mass to mark the close of the 
Year of Consecrated Life celebrated throughout the 
universal Church, Bishop Ronald Gainer expressed 
his gratitude for the “Yes” that consecrated men and 
women answered to God’s call in their lives and for 
the example of love that they show. 

“You give to all of us a sterling example of the se-
quela Christi, the following of Christ,” the bishop 
said his homily during the Mass, celebrated Jan. 31 at 
Good Shepherd Church in Camp Hill.

The Mass recognized religious order priests, broth-
ers and sisters, lay associates of religious orders, and 
members of secular institutes.

Pope Francis announced the Year of Consecrated 
Life – celebrated from Nov. 29, 2014, until Feb. 2, 
2016 – “to make a grateful remembrance of the recent 
past” while living “the present with passion” and em-
bracing “the future with hope.”

“I invite every Christian community to experience 
this Year above all as a moment of thanksgiving to the 
Lord and grateful remembrance for all the gifts we 
continue to receive, thanks to the sanctity of founders 
and foundresses, and from the fidelity to their charism 
shown by so many consecrated men and women,” the 
pope wrote in his message to introduce the year. “I 
ask all of you to draw close to these men and women, 
to rejoice with them, to share their difficulties and to 
assist them, to whatever degree possible, in their min-
istries and works, for the latter are, in the end, those 
of the entire Church. Let them know the affection and 
the warmth which the entire Christian people feels 
for them.”

Consecrated Men and Women Provide ‘Sterling Example’ of What  
it Means to Follow Christ, Bishop Says at Mass to Close Special Year

Addressing consecrated men and women, he said he 
was “counting on you ‘to wake up the world’, since 
the distinctive sign of consecrated life is prophecy.”

As men and women religious, their lay associates, 
and members of secular institutes gathered for the di-

ocesan Mass, they expressed joy in coming together 
from various congregations and communities but still 
as part of the one Body of Christ to witness to the 
Good News.

There are ten communities of religious men and 
15 communities of religious women serving in par-
ishes, schools and various apostolates in the diocese, 
as well as those living eremitical life, those in conse-
crated virginity, members of secular institutes and lay 
associates of religious orders.

“It has been good to be recognized this year, to 
highlight our orders so that people understand the 
work that we do and hopefully become more open 
to religious life in its various forms,” Brother Mi-
chael Rubus, OFM, Cap., told The Catholic Witness. 
“I think we’ve all been so humbled by the gratitude 
that people have shown us as consecrated men and 
women.”

Brother Michael, who ministers in pastoral care 
at Holy Spirit Hospital in Camp Hill, served as one 
of the readers for the Mass, along with Sister Carol 
Marie Walsh, SSCM, who serves in campus ministry 
at Trinity High School in Camp Hill Religious order 
priests concelebrated the Mass..

In his homily, Bishop Gainer recognized “how the 
gift of consecrated life in the Body of Christ – the 
Church – is a clear sign and embodiment of agape, 
the love which Christ has shown us.

“In this self-forgetting, selfless, disciplined model-
ing of Christ, you give the example of what all of us, 
all of the baptized, should aspire to in order to meet a 
fuller following of Jesus Christ,” he said.

“We give thanks today for all of you,” Bishop 
Gainer remarked. “May this year not be the end of 
that gratitude, but may we in the Church continue to 
be grateful to God and continue to pray for you, your 
works and your communities.” 

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Bishop Ronald Gainer receives the gift of wine from Sister Dorothy Wilkinson, director of religious education 
at St. Leo the Great Parish in Rohrerstown, foreground, and Sister Michael Ann Orlik, background.



10 - The
 Catholic Witness • February 5, 2016

pared to follow his or her dreams and 
share in the incredible opportunities 
that a STEM career can provide them.”

The school first introduced STEM cur-
riculum about two years ago, and it is 
utilized at every grade level, including 
kindergarten. A STEM Fair has replaced 
the traditional science fair, opening proj-
ects to all different subjects. Students are 
encouraged to reach out to professionals 
in the community and collaborate with 
them on their projects. These projects 
can vary from speaking to a veterinarian 
to working with an anesthesiologist, de-
signing tools that can assist them in their 
profession. 

The students are also involved in 
STEM Fridays, and the after-school 
club, TechGirlz. This after-school pro-
gram is conducted by local STEM busi-
ness professionals and offered to girls 
[soon to boys too] in grades 5-8 to learn 
about electronic circuits, programming 
constructs and the basics of Raspberry 
Pi. Students in grades K-4 have an after-
school program, Bricks for Kids. And 
students in grades 4-8 can participate 
in Lego League after school. Bricks for 
Kids encourages students to bring their 
own bins of Legos or other building tools 
to create together, while Lego League is 
a little more complex, using problem-

STEM
Continued from 1

solving skills and a computer to help 
build a solution. 

Also integrated in the school’s science 
curriculum for grades 4-8 is Advanced 

Science. This program from Gettys-
burg College is offered completely free 
of charge and offers students resources 
such as microscopes and geological lab 

tools, as well as a professor from the col-
lege to visit the school and introduce the 
topic of study to Annunciation students 
and teachers.

School-wide STEM projects are used 
throughout the year to bring students of 
all grades together. The older grades are 
placed with the younger grades to not 
only help the younger students but also 
learn skills on giving instructions. 

“The older students learn how do you 
help them but not do it for them. It helps 
the older ones to learn how to show or 
guide without saying, ‘I’m going to do it 
for you,’” Mrs. Foltz pointed out.

Teachers are encouraged to collaborate 
together on their curriculums so the stu-
dents can see how STEM works in each 
field of study. But most importantly, ev-
ery student is involved.

“This is a program that is not just for 
the gifted or a few individuals; it’s for ev-
erybody so we can take them from where 
they are and have them increase and ex-
pand from where their current skills are,” 
Mrs. Foltz said.

“I’m researching other schools who are 
doing similar things, and I want to visit 
some of the places and find out if they 
are doing something different that we are 
not doing that will work for us because 
we can always learn from each other,” 
she said. “Which is a part of the STEM 
idea, not only critical thinking and prob-
lem solving, but what resources can you 
come up with to use.”

Now that Annunication has received 
the accreditation from the Middle States 
Programs of Distinction, the school will 
have more opportunities to take STEM 
studies to the next level. They will con-
tinue to use critical thinking and prob-
lem-solving in their classrooms but also 
encourage their students to use it in their 
interactions with each other. 

Mrs. Foltz pointed out how important 
STEM study has become through the 
school. “I think it validates the school, 
that we are using 21st century skills of 
critical thinking and problem-solving that 
will prepare the students to be success-
ful  and give them the opportunity to be 
the best they can be. One of the mottos I 
implemented this year is ‘Seeking Excel-
lence.’ How can we do what we are doing 
better, how can we be the best that we can 
be. Not only as school and as a staff but 
the students. Not only in their academic 
work, but in their Christian values, their 
behavior, their interactions with others.”

(For more information on the STEM 
program at Annunciation, visit www. 
abvmschool.org.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Kindergarten students Anthony Beatty and Savannah Staley tackle a STEM problem that encourages students to find a 
solution for a gummy worm to get to its food beneath a plastic cup.

Sixth-graders James Rowe and Alaina Rongione work on their STEM fair project.

Catholic Preschools believe each 
child is a gift from our loving God.
Our preschool programs strive to develop the 
needs of the “whole child” spiritually, socially, 
emotionally, cognitively, and physically.

We provide a safe, healthy 
and nurturing environment 
with a caring competent staff that 
understands how children learn and 
small class sizes.

We provide a preschool 
experience for your child  
that fosters creativity, curiosity,  
cooperative learning, and  
Christian values.

We believe your child is a gift from our loving God.
Certified teachers and our 
child-centered curriculum provide 
hands-on experiences in a wide 
variety of areas.

Learn more about a Catholic Pre-School at 
www.hbgdiocese.org/preschool  
or call a Catholic School near you.

Diocese of Harrisburg
4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg Pennsylvania 17111
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Kicking off Catholic Schools Week on Feb. 1, the 
students, faculty and staff of St. Joseph School in 
Danville had much to celebrate – welcoming Bishop 
Ronald Gainer to celebrate Mass for the weeklong 
national commemoration, and marking the 125th an-
niversary of their school.

Catholic schools across the diocese and the country 
observed Catholic Schools Week from Jan. 31-Feb. 
6. This year’s theme, “Catholic Schools: Communi-
ties of Faith, Knowledge and Service,” focused on the 
important faith-building, academic and societal con-
tributions provided by a Catholic education.

In welcoming the bishop to St. Joseph’s, Principal 
Vincent Fayock told The Catholic Witness, “I really 
want our students to see how holy yet down-to-earth- 
our bishop is, and how he cares about children and 
Catholic education. I want them to see how important 
it is for our local Church to have a leader like him.”

In welcoming the diocesan shepherd to their school, 
St. Joseph students served the Mass as altar servers 
and choir members, and then invited him into their 
classrooms for visits.

 “Our Christ centered mission is to educate the 
whole child; mind, body and spirit. I feel that these 
truths that are fundamental to our educational process 
are what motivate parents to choose Catholic schools 
for their sons and daughters,” Bishop Gainer said.  
“One of our core education philosophies is that the 
parents are the primary educators of their children.  

St. Joseph School in Danville Welcomes  
Bishop Gainer in Celebrating Catholic Schools Week

Gianna Harvey bows her head in prayer during Mass that Bishop Ronald 
Gainer celebrated for students of St. Joseph School in Danville Feb. 1.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

St. Joseph students Ava Bulger, Pia Rock and Emily Seymour lend their voices 
to the school choir.

Trinity Willoughby receives Holy Communion from Bishop Ronald Gainer during 
Catholic Schools Week Mass at St. Joseph Church in Danville Feb. 1.

Teachers are a partner with the family, cooperating in 
the educational process.” 

Catholic schools in the Diocese of Harrisburg 

educate approximately 11,000 students. Links to 
our schools may be found at www.hbgdiocese.org/ 
catholic-schools/. 

A student 
holds a 
sheet of 
paper with 
a list of 
questions 
to ask 
Bishop 
Ronald 
Gainer 
during his 
visit to St. 
Joseph 
School in 
Danville for 
Catholic 
Schools 
Week.
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Saturday, March 5
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

9:30 a.m. ......Registration and Refreshments
10 a.m. .........Workshop/Activity
12 p.m. .........Lunch
1 p.m. ...........Small Group Activity
2 p.m. ...........Prayer Service

Deacon Bill Fleming will be the retreat pre-
senter. He is the Director of the Office of Dis-

abilities Ministry in the Archdiocese of Balti-
more. He holds a Masters Degree in Special 
Education from Johns Hopkins University, is a 
board member of the National Catholic Part-
nership on Disability, and coordinator of the 
Special Religious Education Program at St. 
John the Evangelist Church.

The retreat is free of charge, and lunch is 
included. RSVP by February 26. To register, 
contact Kate Neri at 717-657-4804, ext. 317, or 
kneri@hbgdiocese.org.

Save the Date!
Partners in Faith Formation of Children 

with Autism and Other Disabilities
Saturday, April 23, from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

Presenter: Deacon Larry Sutton,
Director, Pre-Theology Formation,  

St. Vincent Seminary
Author, How to Welcome, Include and Catechize 
Children with Autism and Other Special Needs

Lenten Retreat Day for Adults with  
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities

By the Diocean Instructional  
Support Advancement Committee

Special to The Witness

“Let the little children come 
to me and do not prevent them;  

for the kingdom of heaven belongs  
to such as these.” Matthew 19:14

In response to the ever growing need 
of our Catholic schools to reach out and 
serve children with learning disabilities 
and special needs, interested and devoted 
parents and educators have come together, 
guided by Livia Riley, Diocesan Superin-
tendent of Schools, to form the Diocesan 
Instructional Support Advancement Com-
mittee. The mission of the committee, 
which organized its efforts in 2014, is to 
raise funds to help support training for 
our diocesan teachers and to support the 
implementation of new instructional sup-
port programs at St. Leo the Great School 
in Rohrerstown, and eventually to serve as 
a resource for any other similar programs 
in our diocesan schools in the future.

Approximately 50 interested persons at-
tended the initial fund-raising event spon-
sored by the committee in May of 2015, 
and through their great generosity, raised 
just over $90,000. Those funds were used 
to establish an Instructional Support Cu-
pertino Classroom at St. Leo the Great 
School, which began in September 2015 
and serves 18 students, some of whom 
may not have been able to stay in school 
without this new program. Money raised 
also helped defray the cost of tuition for 14 
teachers within the diocese who enrolled 
in the Autism Endorsement Program. Due 

Instructional Support  
Advancement for Catholic Education

COURTESY OF JULIE ABEL
Instructional Support Advancement Committee members, from left: Julie Abel, Christine 
McLean, Livia Riley, Karen Roehm, Tammy Mitchell, Father Peter Hahn, Kendel Hinchey, 
Alan Schwartz, Pamela Cingle, Sister Dorothy Wilkinson, and  Candace Abel.

COURTESY OF JULIE ABEL
A student from St. Leo the Great School in Rohrerstown enjoys educational materials in the instructional support classroom.

to the rapid increase of children diagnosed 
with autism spectrum disorders, the Dio-
cese of Harrisburg partnered with Neu-
mann University to provide a four course 
(12 credit) Autism Spectrum Disorder 
Endorsement that focuses on appropriate 
assessment and research-based strategies 
with an emphasis on skill development 
and behavioral modifications for students 
of all ages who have been diagnosed on 
the autism spectrum.  

Livia Riley, Diocesan Superintendent 
of Schools, said, “I am so grateful for the 

support of the Instructional Support Ad-
vancement Committee. With their dedi-
cation and commitment, the diocese can 
continue to assist our Catholic profession-
al educators with appropriate resources 
and professional development to enhance 
learning for our special needs students.”

That new classroom at St. Leo the Great 
now provides a certified special education 
teacher and a full time aide to meet the 
needs of the students by making accom-
modations and modifications to the dioc-
esan curriculum.  

Christine McLean, Principal 
of St. Leo the Great, said, “The 
Instructional Support Advance-
ment Committee is made up of 
a dedicated group of diverse 
individuals who reminded me 
that because of our evangeliz-
ing mission, Catholic schools 
should be available to as many 
families as possible who desire 
a Catholic education for their 
children. This group gave me the 
resources and courage to begin 
a specialized area of education 
which uses unique instructional 
methods, materials, learning 
aids, and equipment to meet 
educational needs of children 
with learning disabilities. Their 
efforts have been invaluable.”    

Father Peter Hahn, Pastor of 
St. Leo the Great Parish, added, 
“I am so grateful to the gener-
osity of all who have made this 
vision possible, as our parish 
school is truly open to all who 

are desirous of a Catholic education.”
The ISA Committee is dedicated to con-

tinue each year in its annual fund-raising 
efforts to ensure that more students are 
given the opportunity to receive an educa-
tion in our Catholic schools. Chairperson 
Julie Abel explains: “The ISA Commit-
tee believes that all children deserve the 
opportunity to receive a Catholic educa-
tion, and we as Catholics have a moral 
obligation to create, promote and oversee 
a venue for this. We understand that this 
endeavor will take a ‘leap of faith’ and 
great courage within our Catholic com-
munity, especially among our pastors, 
principals and teachers. We are commit-
ted to leading this effort with the utmost 
faith, prudence and integrity, assisting our 
Catholic schools and supporting the words 
of Pope Benedict XVI: ‘No Child should 
be denied his or her right to an Education 
in faith, which in turn nurtures the souls of 
a nation.’”

For more information about the Instruc-
tional Support Advancement Committee, 
or if you are interested in joining the com-
mittee, please contact Julie Abel at jaa-
bel@comcast.net.

If you would like to support this am-
bitious effort, financial donations can be 
made to the St. Leo the Great Instructional 
Support Classroom or to the Autism En-
dorsement Program. Contact Julie Abel at 
jaabel@comcast.net to learn how you can 
help.

The ISA Committee works with the 
diocese, schools, organizations and other 
educational groups to raise funds within 
the Diocese of Harrisburg. All funds go 
directly to the governing body. ISA re-
ceives no funds and accepts no donations. 
Your donations will be tax deductible in 
accordance with the charitable status of 
the educational organization. ISA is not a 
charitable organization. 
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LA SANTA MESSA PER LA FESTA DI SAN GIUSEPPE
ITALIAN MASS FOR THE FEAST OF SAINT JOSEPH

Sunday, March 13, 2016 at 3:00 p.m.
HOLY NAME OF JESUS CHURCH

6150 Allentown Boulevard • Harrisburg, PA 17112
Reverend Joshua R. Brommer, Celebrant

Special thanks to:
Rev. Joshua R. Brommer, Chaplain for the Italian Apostolate Ministry

Very Rev. Edward J. Quinlan, Pastor at Holy Name of Jesus 
Mario Billow of Daily Funeral Home

&
Through the generosity of the Collura and Manzella families

we will have a traditional Saint Joseph Altar created in the social hall where
The Italian Apostolate Ministry Committee
will provide a dinner reception after Mass

For more information please contact:
MARIELLA AMATO AT 717-278-9420

OR
MARIA DISANTO AT 717-554-5698

e-mail:  disanto1@comcast.net

Workshop topics and presenters include:
Comprehensive Immigration Reform
~ John Leedock, M.B.A., Director of Catholic Charities’ Immigration 
Legal Services
Father Daniel Mitzel, pastor of St. Rose of Lima Parish in York 
Antonio Cube, National Manager, Justice for Immigrants 
Campaign, USCCB office of Migration Policy and Public Affairs

Affordable Health Care and Religious Freedom 
~ Hillary Byrnes, Esq., Assistant General Counsel for the USCCB
Sister Romaine Niemeyer, SCC, President and CEO of Holy 
Spirit Health System
Joseph Torchia, MD, Chief Medical Officer, Holy Spirit Hospital

Ecology and Pope Francis’ Encyclical
~ Father David Danneker, Ph.D., pastor of St. John Neumann 
Parish in Lancaster

Faithful Citizenship
~ Joelle Shea, Director of Outreach and Assistant Director of 
Communications for the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference 

End of Life Issues
~ Rich Connell, Esq., Attorney with Ball, Murren & Connell
Sister Clare Christi Schiefer, OSF, President of the 
Pennsylvania Catholic Health Association 

Parish Social Action
~ Ellie Hanna, Ph.D., Member of the Diocesan Commission 
on Catholic Social Doctrine

The Dignity of the Human Person
~ Father Paul Schenck, Director of the Diocesan Respect Life Office

Youth Involvement in Social Justice Programs
~ Mary Beth Iduh, Mid-Atlantic Relationship Manager at Catholic Relief Services

Keynote Speaker: Sister Donna Markham, OP, Ph.D., 
Former Prioress of the Adrian Dominican Sisters and the  

first female President and CEO of Catholic Charities USA
Mass Celebrant: Bishop Ronald Gainer

The day begins with Mass at 8:30 a.m., followed by the keynote address.

There will be workshop sessions before and after lunch. A Hispanic ministry 
workshop is planned.

The day concludes with closing prayer.
For registration information, visit the diocesan website at www.hbgdiocese.

org in the upcoming days.

Symposium on Catholic Social Teaching
Saturday, March 19 • Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

By Cari Ann DeLamielleure-Scott 
Catholic News Service

Following the discovery of lead in the city of Flint’s 
drinking water, relief organizations have been working 
day and night to provide safe water to those living and 
working in the Michigan community.

Standing at the front of the battle is Catholic Charities 
of Shiawassee and Genesee Counties in the Lansing Di-
ocese. The agency that provides assistance to people in 
need, including counseling, substance abuse treatment, 
foster care and adoption services.

Vicky Shultz, CEO of Catholic Charities, said the 
health and safety issues continue to be a “major crisis,” 
and the organization is distributing bottled water and 
gallons of water, as supplies allow, to families and indi-
viduals in need. Community members across the diocese 
are urged to provide aid in the form of donating cases or 
gallons of water, water filter kits and replacement filters, 
or monetary donations.

“[Water] is a basic need we have as human beings,” 
said Schultz. “We’re already dealing with poverty [and] 
huge unemployment in the city of Flint, and now we 
have water that’s not suitable to drink.

“The first population [affected] we know is babies. So 
when people come to our Community Closet asking for 
diapers ... we’re making sure that everyone who leaves 
who has a child has the gallon jugs of water,” she said.

Lansing Bishop Earl A. Boyea said the city of Flint 
“has undergone many trials in recent years.”

“Often, its people have faced the temptation to lose 
hope, to surrender to despair. The water crisis again 
presents that temptation, but again the answer must be 
to find strength in the love of God and the support of 
men and women of good will,” he said in a statement.

“In this Year of Mercy,” he continued, “I also urge 
Catholics, and all people of goodwill, to continue pray-
ing for the people of Flint. With prayer and fasting, let 
us call down the power of God on this city.”

In April 2014, when the city was under the control 
of a state-appointed emergency manager, a decision was 
made to switch the city’’ water source from Detroit’s 
supply to the Flint River to save money.

According to the Detroit Free Press and other news 
accounts, the water from the river contains eight times 
more chloride than Detroit’s water and that the chemi-
cal, which is corrosive to metals, ate away at old lead-
lined service pipes that connect to residents’ homes. It 
allowed lead to enter people’s water supply because of-
ficials put no controls in place to prevent that from hap-
pening.

Last fall, Schultz said, Catholic Charities, which is in 
the heart of Flint, knew the city was facing problems 
because the water not only changed colors, but smelled 
foul.

“We were being told ... everything was safe,” she said, 
adding that because of what residents were told, they 
continued to use the contaminated water to make drinks 
and food, increasing their exposure to lead.

Residents also were exposed to chemical byproducts, 
E. coli and Legionnaires’ disease in the water. In mid-
October, Flint reconnected to the Detroit water supply.

About 40 percent of Flint’s residents live in poverty; 
the average household income is $25,000.

The three soup kitchens run by Catholic Charities of 
Shiawassee and Genesee Counties served more than 
185,000 meals last year alone, according to Chrissy 
Cooper, the agency’s development specialist.

“It’s something I don’t think anybody expected it to be 
as big as it is now,” Cooper said, referring to the water 

crisis. “Now, we’re trying to understand all the conse-
quences, and I don’t think we have yet quite grasped 
everything that’s going to come out of this problem.

“We want to make sure people who want to donate 
know how thankful we are and the people who need the 
water know how to get it,” she told FAITH magazine, a 
publication of the Lansing Diocese.

When the lead scandal came to light, Catholic Chari-
ties switched to bottled water. Filters were then installed 
at its facilities. Schultz said it was “disheartening” to 
hear the news of the lead because Catholic Charities had 
been working with the city and the Salvation Army to 
help pay citizens’ expensive water bills. Prior to learn-
ing about the lead, the agency also was assuring hun-
dreds of clients and employees that the water was safe.

“I think we’re just very disappointed that somebody 
really didn’t figure this out. It took a doctor having to do 
a blood test,” she added.

Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder declared a state of emer-
gency for Genesee County Jan. 5, and on Jan. 12, Snyder 
activated the National Guard to assist with distributing 
supplies at established water resource sites in the city. 

Michigan Attorney General Bill Schuette has launched 
a probe of Flint’s water crisis. On Jan. 25, he announced 
he has named a former prosecutor, Todd Flood, as spe-
cial counsel for the investigation and that retired Detroit 
FBI chief Andrew Arena also will join the effort. They 
will investigate whether any Michigan laws were vio-
lated in the process that created a major public health 
crisis for Flint residents.

According to Shultz, the number of phone calls from 
people wanting to help has increased, but so have the 
number of calls from concerned clients. 

“We’re all children of God, and we’re supposed to 
look out for one another,” she said.

Catholic Agency on Front Lines  
Helping Flint Residents with Water Crisis
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By Dennis Sadowski 
Catholic News Service

Every time Jesuit Brother Guy Consolmagno looks 
through a telescope at a deep sky object or examines a piece 
of a 4-billion-year-old meteorite that found its way to Earth, 
he says he’s exploring a mystery that spans both science and 
faith.

Not that the Detroit-born director of the Vatican Observa-
tory is expecting to find each and every answer during his 
inquiries as one of the world’s foremost meteorite scientists, 
but he finds that his discoveries lead him to continue asking 
questions that bring him closer to God.

“The idea of entering into the mystery and dwelling with 
it is what Christianity is, presents a hard thing to sell to peo-
ple who are looking for the hard and simple answer. There 
is no hard and simple answer,” he told a group of 25 people 
gathered for the Vatican Observatory’s second Faith and As-
tronomy Workshop Jan. 11-15.

The mystery that is God and the related questions about 
creation, like why and how life exists, and the origins of the 
universe were among the topics addressed during the work-
shop at the Redemptorist Renewal Center in the Arizona desert.

The participants themselves were not necessarily seeking full answers but were looking for 
ways to help the children and adults with whom they minister ask questions that allow them to 
enter into the mysteries and uncertainty that both faith and science entail.

“We shut out science in our faith tradition,” said Sabrina DiMatteo, a youth minister from 
Laval, Quebec. “This [younger] generation isn’t realizing there is a science connection with our 
faith.”

The idea for such a workshop surfaced in the mind of Father James Kurzynski, pastor of St. 
Joseph Parish in Menomonie, Wis., and a contributor to the Vatican Observatory’s Catholic As-
tronomer blog (www.vofoundation.org/blog). He first suggested a gathering of church ministers 
to explore the intersection of faith and science to Brother Consolmagno, who had been exploring 
ways to bring the two seemingly diverse fields together.

The first two sessions have been popular with participants, some of whom expressed concern 
that they have had to overcome “Catholic fundamentalism” and its deep suspicion of science.

Such views may be fueled, Brother Consolmagno said, by cable television shows that, in the 
pursuit of ratings, often portray people of faith as naive and unknowledgable about the modern 
world. He said such shows have treated religion so derisively that the Vatican Observatory staff 
routinely declines requests to appear on them.

Workshop participants said they found nothing to fear about science, however.
Lauren Bordelon, 26, a religion teacher at Mount Carmel Academy in New Orleans, has used 

the material in the blog to help her students “receive” the universe as a gift from God. She told 
Catholic News Service she welcomes the integration of science and religion in her classes and 
hopes to see a wider connection in subjects such as anthropology, history and physics across the 
school’s curriculum.

The idea is to help students “come to the answers on their own” rather than have it presented 
to them without discussion, she said.  

It’s that type of integration that Brother Consolmagno hoped would come out of the workshop.

“For a young person to see a person of faith who is a sci-
entist such as their parish priest or their religion teachers, for 
a young person to see a scientist who is a person of faith like 
a Vatican astronomer, that fact, if they’re thinking, should 
make them realize that the cliches are wrong,” the Jesuit as-
tronomer said.

To help participants better understand the intersection of 
faith and science themselves, the workshop incorporated a 
mix of activities and time for reflection. Each day opened 
with a faith sharing and discussion period that explored 
Catholic theology as well. The day continued with presenta-
tions from professional astronomers on current research and 
new discoveries.

There also were evening and early morning telescopic 
observing, hands-on experiences, such as an hour spent 
learning – and studying – meteorites, and field trips to well-
known astronomical sites in and near Tucson such as the Kitt 
Peak National Observatory and the Lunar and Planetary Lab 
Imaging Center and the Richard F. Caris Mirror Lab, both at 
the University of Arizona.

Brother Consolmagno said he wanted the participants to 
see places where feel comfortable enough approaching sci-

ence topics in their ministry settings.
“For 125 years we have been doing the true science [at the Vatican Observatory], but I don’t 

think we have been doing that well in showing the world,” Brother Consolmagno told CNS. 
“We need to be doing something that’s more systematic, especially in the Catholic world, which 
doesn’t know we’re not supposed to be evangelical creationists. There are people who don’t 
know what our own theology is. They don’t know what our own traditions are.

“So I can’t reach them, but I can reach people that can reach them or reach people who can 
reach the people who can reach them. It’s all got to be done one at a time.”

Workshop participants comfortably discussed the big-bang theory, space missions to distant 
planets, the origins of asteroids and their own experiences observing deep sky objects. To a cer-
tain extent, they came together in a supportive community, knowing that they are not outliers in 
their local communities.

Some of the participants said they have been engaged in outreach through occasional tele-
scope nights, parish and school presentations and connecting Bible study with recent astronomi-
cal discoveries. For them, they start from the perspective that God exists and that each new 
discovery reveals a facet of the mystery that is God.

“In life if you come open minded very much like your faith, that’s when you start to learn 
things and that’s when you can appreciate God and let him come into your heart,” said Bianca 
Acosta, 25, who teaches science to seventh and eighth graders at Immaculate Conception School 
in Miami. “It’s the same thing with science, if you’re open to it and ask questions, because it’s 
never going to be a concrete thing.”

It’s that type of thinking that encourages Brother Consolmagno and his Vatican Observatory 
colleagues who joined the workshop at times.

“An awful lot of what we do is simply to reassure the other scientific religious types out there 
that they’re not alone,” he said, “that there’s lots of us, that independently we’ve all come to the 
same conclusions and therefore, we’re either all crazy in the same way or maybe God is leading 
us to this truth.”

By Dennis Sadowski 
Catholic News Service

For a long time, Father Timothy Martinez felt alone.
Not so much in his priesthood and his responsibilities as pas-

tor of Risen Savior Parish in Albuquerque, New Mexico, but 
because of his passion for astronomy and his concern about the 
media-driven divide between religion and science.

He wondered how the two be could be shown to be comple-
mentary and share with his parishioners ways they can appreci-
ate creation by knowing a little more about the universe.

Then he attended the Vatican Observatory’s Faith and As-
tronomy Workshop in 2015 and was back again for this year’s 
session Jan. 11-15 in the Arizona desert near Tucson with his 
Celestron 11-inch reflector telescope in tow. Father Martinez is 
not feeling so alone anymore.

“It’s confirmation that I’m not crazy,” he said during a 
morning small group discussion near the end of the workshop. 
“That’s important to say. This is part of pastoral ministry ... to 
help people reach holiness.”

The priest was among 14 clergymen (of a total of 25 people 
in attendance) at this year’s workshop at the Redemptorist Re-
newal Center. Jesuit Brother Guy Consolmagno, Vatican Ob-
servatory director, said the weeklong gathering was designed 
to help parish leaders, educators and interested laypeople know 
that there are many like believers and that they can demonstrate 
in their ministries that faith and science do not have to be at 
odds.

For Father Martinez, 52, studying the heavens and reading 
up on the latest astronomical discoveries gives meaning to his 
existence.

“Anything we can touch, we can explore isn’t anything less 
than touching, exploring aspects of God, what God’s up to. It 
deepens my understanding of what I’m doing in the world,” he 
told Catholic News Service.

“[The universe] is a giant statement of God, of grace, love, 
God’s unbounded generosity in creation itself. If I’m going to 
learn about God, then that’s how I’m going to learn,” he added.

Like Father Martinez, most of the priests at the workshop 
have long had an interest in astronomy. For some, their interest 
dates from childhood when they would look in wonder at the 
stars. Some had telescopes growing up and have graduated to 
bigger instruments today. Others were encouraged to pursue 
studies in the sciences by teachers, parents or other influential 
adults – some even after they committed to their vocation.

In observing the universe, the priests said they have grown 
in their appreciation and awe of creation. Coming out of the 
workshop, they said they feel they can more readily address 
the faith-science gap and hopefully inspire their parishioners.

“For me, there’s not just a material appreciation for creation, 

Heavenly Mysteries: 
Questions of Faith, Science Intersect at Astronomy Workshop

CNS/NANCY WIECHEC 
Jesuit Brother Guy Consolmagno, director of the Vatican 
Observatory, facilitates the Faith and Astronomy Workshop 
Jan. 13 at the Redemptorist Renewal Center in Tucson, Ariz. 

CNS/NANCY WIECHEC  
Jesuit Father Justin Whittington of Wernersville,  
Pa., gets an up-close looks at a meteorite during 
the Vatican Faith and Astronomy Workshop held in  
Tucson, Ariz., in January. 

Priests Find Comfort That in Studying the Universe, They Come Closer to God
but a really spiritual appreciation,” said Father James Kurzyn-
ski, pastor of St. Joseph Parish in Menomonie, Wis., and a con-
tributor to the Vatican Observatory’s Catholic Astronomer blog.

“It’s about seeing the world almost as a bit of an icon and 
that preferential heart of iconography of spirituality, that if I 
can look at an icon of Jesus Christ and reverence not as Jesus 
himself, but as a bridge that brings me closer to Jesus, there’s 
that iconic nature of creation as well,” he said.

Father Tim Nondorf, pastor of St. Clare Parish in Roseville, 
Calif., suggested that knowing God better can happen simply 
by studying creation.

“Religion answers two questions in our world: Who am I and 
why am I here. Science answers two questions in our world: 
What happened and how did it happen,” Father Nondorf said. 
“When we can answer or use the tools to answer those four 
questions, we develop a more complete view of our world, of 
God and our relationships. When we limit ourselves to just reli-
gion or just to science, we limit our understanding.”

The priests are all too aware of the apparent conflicts be-
tween faith and science. They say they have experienced the 
feeling among parishioners that science poses a threat to reli-
gion because it discounts faith, and that if people readily accept 
theories on the birth and evolution of the universe or the rise of 
life on Earth they are abandoning God.

“People don’t want to have their understanding of the Bible 
challenged by science because they’re afraid of where that 
might lead,” said Father Bill Menzel, a retired priest of the Dio-
cese of La Crosse, Wis., a workshop attendee.

For Father Menzel and the other priests at the workshop, 
however, there is no conflict.

Both faith and science allow people to contemplate the mys-
teries and uncertainty that surround life, they said, and open 
ways to encounter God.

“Just how far does it [the universe] go, and how old is ev-
erything? What do we know and what don’t we know? These 
mysteries are formative,” said Father Christopher Zerucha, 32, 
parochial vicar at St. Mary Church in Painesville, Ohio.

He explained how he was eager to integrate what he learned 
into his work across the multicultural parish, particularly 
among young people.

Father Christopher Singer, chancellor of the Diocese of Erie, 
Pa., began to understand that studying science and accept-
ing scientific discoveries did not compromise faith values as 
a student at Gannon University. He recalled professors in his 
astronomy and physics classes who were deeply spiritual and 
faithful to God.

That realization prompted him to ask deeper questions about 
God’s purpose for his life while exploring creation and better 
understand that the theories about the origins of the universe 
do not conflict with traditional teachings of the Catholic faith.

“Our Catholic tradition faith and reason have been partners, 
cooperators from the very beginning,” he said. 

The priests exchanged ideas on taking what they experi-
enced at the workshop to their parishes, schools, fellow priests 
and bishops and even into their local communities. Ideas in-
cluded Bible studies that incorporate the heavens, presentations 
at programs such as Theology on Tap, telescope nights on par-
ish grounds and thoughtful homilies that inspire parishioners 
to expand their views beyond a limited understanding of the 
world around them.

Father Bryan Reif, pastor, and Deacon Robert Schroeder, of 
St. Antoninus Parish in Cincinnati, have integrated astronomy 
into parish life, largely through monthly observing nights for 
parents and students at the parish school.

The gatherings began in 2009, the International Year of As-
tronomy, after the school was one of several recipients of a 
telescope under a program through a local museum. Deacon 
Schroeder has found that the nights have opened the door for 
conversations on faith and science.

For Father Reif, studying the heavens allows him to “tap into 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit” and hopefully inspire parishioners 
to do the same.

“It’s that God has created all of this and you can use a tele-
scope to see the things to see beyond the physical sight in the 
universe,” he said. “It’s so immense [and] in the midst of all 
of that immensity all of which is willed and kept in being by 
God’s willingness, he wants to have a personal relationship 
with me.”



February 5, 2016 • The
 Catholic Witness - 15 

By Alicia Spelfogel
Special to The Witness

“I was struck the most by the feel-
ing of family and community,” reflects 
Derrick DeCamp, a junior at Millers-
ville University following his experi-
ence among the Capuchin Franciscans 
of the Renewal (CFR). The CFRs are 
“a community that is trying their best 
to live as faithful disciples of Jesus. 
Seeing everyone come together as 
brothers and sisters in Christ to con-
tinue His ministry through service and 
friendship was the highlight of my 
time with the Franciscans.” 

You might presume that following 
stressful final exams, the average col-
lege student would understandably 
want to go home, rest and take a break. 
However, for six Millersville Univer-
sity students, along with Father Brian 
Wayne, campus minister, and myself, 
as assistant campus minister, their first 
week of winter break was devoted to a 
mission trip to St. Anthony Shelter for 
the homeless in the Bronx. 

This group from Millersville was 
blessed with so many wonderful and 
unexpected opportunities to humble 
ourselves and give of ourselves to oth-
ers. For myself, it was my first time 
taking a group of Millersville students 
on a mission trip to the Bronx. As 
we were bound for the Bronx, I was 
definitely anxious. I had never been 
immersed in an area of such poverty, 
staying in the same living space with 
the homeless. These were understand-
able nerves, so it amazed me to feel 
how Christ stirs your heart around the 
poor, opens you up to unimaginable 
graces, and allows you to see His face 
in each soul on the street.

During their mission trip, the Mill-
ersville students were blessed to ex-
perience a diverse schedule. Their 
first day was put aside for the group 
to go to Manhattan and relax before 
the busy week of service began. There 
were expectations that this was a day 
to be tourists, but instead the trip to the 
city set to define their week’s mission: 
a mission of mercy. While attending 
Holy Mass at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 
they witnessed the opening of the Holy 
Doors by Cardinal Timothy Dolan in-
augurating the Jubilee Year of Mercy. 
They sat in the front of the cathedral as 
Father Wayne and his brother priests 
concelebrated Mass with Cardinal 
Dolan, and they reflected on the mean-
ing of mercy, charity and true giving 
to the poor. 

For Josephine Vincent, a graduate 
student studying abroad from India, 
“Attending Mass at St. Patrick’s Ca-
thedral changed my life. I felt like I 
was in heaven! It was amazing to see 
the interior designs and witness the 
archbishop start the Year of Mercy!” 
That sense of wonder inspired them 
for their mission of mercy.

During the days, the Millersville 
Catholic group spent their time clean-
ing and tidying: scrubbing the floors of 
the kitchen, dining rooms, hallways, 
stairs, and bathrooms. Along with 
the friars, we scrubbed the kitchen 
and dining room tiles that had been 
walked over by the homeless shelter 
guests day in and day out. This task 
brought bruised knees and sore hands, 
along with camaraderie, discussions 
of discernment, laughter, and spurts of 
praise and worship music. From such 
a simple task great love was able to 
grow. 

Experiencing joy and love in these 

Millersville Students Spend a Week with the Homeless in NYC

COURTESY OF ALICIA SPELFOGEL
Derick Decamp and Ashley Orehek work with the friars at the St. Anthony Shelter for the homeless in the Bronx, during a 
recent mission trip that Catholic students from Millersville University took part in.

COURTESY OF ASHLEY OREHEK
Millersville University students Joseph Gonzalez and Katelyn Newcamp volunteer 
to serve food at the St. Anthony Shelter for the homeless in the Bronx.

simple tasks prepared the students for 
what the friars call a “Jesus Run:” a 
drive into Manhattan at night to give 
food, drink, and most importantly love 
to the homeless. The group from Mill-
ersville prepared peanut butter and 
jelly sandwiches, cocoa, and other 
items for those living on the streets, 
and were encouraged by the friars to 
make this trip not just one to nourish 
their bodies, but to nourish their souls. 
Father Lewis, the friar assisting us, 
reminded us to “Love them” time and 
time again, and that is what happened. 
Conversations arose about the Catho-
lic faith. While sitting next to men and 
women in boxes, individuals remi-
nisced about their families and loved 
ones. There was joking and laughter, 
small talk, and deep dialogue. 

This was a pivotal experience for the 
group, for Joseph Gonzalez, “This was 
my first mission trip as well as my first 
time in the Bronx. Having a new expe-
rience in a place I’m unfamiliar with 
means there was a decent possibil-
ity I could’ve felt uncomfortable and 
confused, but that was not the case. I 
enjoyed the many conversations with 
various homeless people. They were 
humorous and wise to say the least. 

Being able to serve those in need as 
Christ did, and wants us to do, was an 
awesome experience. I could call the 
experience a holy one. This is one trip 
I won’t forget and would recommend 
to anyone.”

The following evening, the group 
from Millersville welcomed a speak-
er named Valentina, a woman who 
had overcome violence, addiction 
and abuse in the Bronx through find-
ing Christ. The group found her story 
both heartbreaking and inspiring. She 
found Christ though the CFRs, who 
always had shown her intense and un-
conditional love and mercy. It was a 
testament to what it means to be like 
Christ, to love and have mercy. 

The week continued with the stu-
dents decorating the friars’ church for 
the Christmas season and being fortu-
nate to attend an ecumenical service in 
Manhattan with Catholic singer/song-
writer Matt Maher. But for many of 
the students, the culmination of their 
week happened on the final night. The 
evening began with a dinner we pre-
pared for the friars. Dinner, filled with 
overwhelming joy and reflection, was 
followed by a healing service. 

As Katelyn Newcamp recalls, “For 

me, the best part of our trip to the 
Bronx occurred our final night at the 
shelter. I sat in a pew at a healing ser-
vice led by the friars and watched men 
from all different ethnicities and back-
grounds moved to tears and walking 
to the front of the church to ask for 
prayers. I realized that these men are 
not so different from me. Although a 
lot of them looked rugged and scary, 
they are all people in need of love, in 
need of forgiveness, in need of heal-
ing. I finally understood why Jesus 
spent so much time with the outcasts 
of society. It isn’t because they need 
him more because they are different. 
They need him because they are hu-
man. They need him because they are 
just like us: struggling with life. They 
are our brothers and sisters, and we are 
called to love them just as Jesus does, 
unconditionally.”

As the week came to a close, we re-
flected on the transformation happen-
ing within each of us. Through all of 
the experiences, some filled with sor-
row and other jubilation, each came 
out with a new sense of purpose. 
Millersville University senior Ashley 
Orehek best described this, stating, 
“My pastor once said we must die a 
little to be resurrected into something 
better. Before the trip, my soul died 
following several, heavy heartaches. 
I hoped to find peace while serving 
God. On our last night, we participated 
in a healing service. Resting my head 
in my hands, I laid everything down 
to God and the Blessed Mother. As I 
cried, I felt someone rubbing my back, 
comforting me. It wasn’t until Joe 
rested his hand on my shoulder when I 
realized the hand belonged to another. 
I cried more, because I knew who the 
hands belonged to and that my resur-
rection was beginning.”

The students of Millersville Catho-
lic agreed that their return home was 
in no way the end of their mission, but 
rather the start of a larger mission of 
giving, mercy, and love.

We invite you to sign up for the 
Millersville Catholic newsletter and 
continue to receive updates on our 
ministry here. Please visit www.Mill-
ersvilleCatholic.com to sign up or to 
support this ministry.

(Alicia Spelfogel is the assistant 
campus minister at Millersville Uni-
versity.)
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Local Knights Council  
Receives Top International Award

Shippensburg Knights of Columbus Council #12551 has earned the dis-
tinction of Star Council, one of the organization’s top awards, for the 2014-
2015 fraternal year. The organization’s headquarters, located in New Haven, 
Conn., made the announcement. The award recognizes overall excellence in 
the areas of membership recruitment and retention, promotion of the frater-
nal insurance program, and sponsorship of service-oriented activities. The 
award was presented to the membership by Rick Carriveau, PA Knights of 
Columbus State Treasurer, at a recently held special ceremony.

In announcing the local winner of the Star Council Award, Carl A. Ander-
son, chief executive officer of the organization, said, “Please accept my sin-
cere congratulations upon attaining this prestigious award. Your dedication 
to the Order is seen in the high standard of excellence you have achieved. 
At the same time, I encourage you to carry forward this enthusiasm to meet 
the challenges that will face the Knights of Columbus in the years ahead. 
May this award be a reminder and an inspiration to the members of your 
council to continue to promote the ideals of Columbianism for the good of 
the Church, your community, and the Order.”

In receiving this award, both Grand Knight Joseph E. Kutlik and Past 
Grand Knight Rich Bonitz proclaimed that this is quite an honor for our lo-
cal council, and we’re extremely proud of this accomplishment.

The Knights of Columbus is the world’s largest Catholic lay organiza-
tion.  t provides members and their families with volunteer opportunities in 
service to the Church, their communities, families and young people. With 
more than 1.8 million members in over 15,000 councils around the world, 
the Knights of Columbus annually donates more than $170 million and 70 
million hours of service to charitable causes. Please visit the www.kofc.org 
for more information.

York Catholic HS Students  
Wins Full Tuition Scholarship

Paul Weisser, a senior at York Catholic High School, won a four-year tu-
ition scholarship to Saint Vincent College in Latrobe, Pa. Paul participated 
in Saint Vincent’s Wimmer Scholarship Competition and was named as a 
finalist.

The Wimmer Scholarship Competition is a written exam where top per-
formers receive scholarships valued at more than $126,000. 

At York Catholic, Paul is an Honor Roll student and a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society.  He is active in the school’s American flag honor guard, 
marching band color guard, theatrics including the fall play and spring mu-
sical, and is a member of the track team. He is active in the community 
through Boy Scouts of America and through St. Joseph Parish as an altar 
server and as a member of the Ignite youth group. 

Paul will major in history at Saint Vincent’s. He is the son of Paul and 
Katherine Weisser of Red Lion. 

National Shrine of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton  
Selected as Site for Door of Mercy

The Basilica of The National Shrine of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton has been 
chosen by the Archdiocese of Baltimore as a site for a Door of Mercy, as part 
of Pope Francis’s Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy. The Year of Mercy, 
which began December 8, encourages people to encounter the mercy and 
love of God, as well as to be merciful with others. 

“We’re so pleased that Archbishop Lori has designated our Basilica as one 
of the few sites of a Door of Mercy in the Baltimore Archdiocese,” said Rob 
Judge, Executive Director of The National Shrine of Saint Elizabeth Ann Se-
ton. “It’s such an extraordinary gesture by Pope Francis to ask every bishop 
around the world to designate Doors of Mercy. With numerous ones through-
out the world, the Pope is demonstrating that God’s mercy is available and 
accessible to all. It’s a wonderful opportunity for people to experience the 
love of God, who consoles and instills hope.”

The Seton Shrine’s Door of Mercy was opened at Mass on December 13, 
and will remain open until the Year of Mercy ends in November 2016. “Des-
ignating Doors of Mercy throughout the world has never been done before,” 
said Judge. “We welcome visitors of all faiths to the Shrine and Basilica, and 
invite them to experience this rare occurrence and walk through our Door of 
Mercy.” 

If you go: The National Shrine of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton is open Tues-
day through Sunday, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Guided tours of the Shrine, 
including the Basilica, historic homes, and the grounds, are available on the 
hour from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday. The Basilica at 
the Shrine is open every day from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. To plan a visit, 
please call 301-447-6606 or visit www.setonshrine.org.

Elizabeth Ann Seton is the first native-born U.S. saint. The National Shrine 
of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton promotes her life and legacy as a source of 
inspiration and encouragement for all people. More than 200 years ago, she 
came to Emmitsburg as a bankrupt widow with five children, and went on to 
found the first free Catholic school for girls staffed by sisters in the U.S., and 
the first community of religious women established in the U.S. Today, her 
legacy includes several religious communities with thousands of sisters, who 
serve others through schools, social service centers and hospitals throughout 
the world. Elizabeth Ann Seton was canonized in 1975. Her remains are en-
tombed at the National Shrine that bears her name. 

The names of the following deceased 
persons have been submitted by their 
parishes. Please remember in your 
prayers the happy repose of these re-
cently departed souls and the consola-
tion of their loved ones.

ABBOTTSTOWN – Immaculate 
Heart of Mary: Joan Caprarola, James 
Drummer.

BONNEAUVILLE – St. Joseph 
the Worker: John Keiser, Sim Napkil, 
George Symons.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: 
George R. Fruhwirth, Mary Ann Ken-
nedy, Anna McKetta, Frank P. Parise, 
Elizabeth “Elsie” Wolff.

COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady of 
Hope: Florian Gutkowski, Jr., Francis 
Lubnow.

DANVILLE – St. Joseph: Gregory 
Dennen, Dorothy Hoffman.

ELYSBURG – Queen of the Most 
Holy Rosary: Joseph Checci, Ruth H. 
Klock, Theresa Leavens, Gloria Miller. 

ENOLA – Our Lady of Lourdes: 
Kathryn King.

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis Xavier: 
Mary Dutrow, Rose Redding, Ann  
Yannetti.

HARRISBURG – St. Catherine 
Labouré: Louis Cribari, Ian Fortney, 
Betty Jane Gilreath, Joseph Hurst, Anna 
Marie Lupia; St. Margaret Mary:  
Bernice M. Dearden, Larry A. Weader.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: Ann 
Cudlipp, Andy Gaydos, George “Corky” 
Novatnak, Eleanor R. Quigley.

KULPMONT – Holy Angels: Leo J. 
Laurnaitis.

LANCASTER – Assumption BVM: 
Richard Demme, Ann DePaul; St. Anne: 
Ray E. Garner, Sr.

LEBANON – Assumption BVM: 
Michael Horney.

MCSHERRYSTOWN – 
Annunciation BVM: Charlotte V.  
Hagerman, Mary Jane Neiderer.

MECHANICSBURG – St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton: Lucille Arnold, Joseph V. 
Calvanelli, Joann Sabotchick; St.  
Joseph: Richard Coyne, Rose K.  
Ivanoff, Mary Ann Kennedy, Mary 
Patricia Pickering, Michael Wistnor; St. 
Katharine Drexel: Frances Mayer.

MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows 
BVM: Mary Louise Kolar.

MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the 
Apostle: Agnes Gehris, Alana  
Spangenberg.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine 
Redeemer: Dorothy A. Moser, John P. 
Motto, Robert W. Wagner.

MOUNT JOY – Mary, Mother of the 
Church: Frederick Ebner.

NEW CUMBERLAND – St. 
Theresa: Jerome Bradigan.

QUARRYVILLE – St. Catherine of 
Siena: Theresa Good, Amelia Stoner.

ROHRERSTOWN – St. Leo the 
Great: Shirley Burkhardt.

STEELTON – Prince of Peace: 
Elizabeth (Betty) Loftus, Louise M. 
(Trombino) Pease, James Rittner, Walter 
J. Tezak.

WAYNESBORO – St. Andrew: 
Martin McGarity.

YORK – St. Joseph: Jeanette Dietz, 
Spencer P. Kubala, Paul A. Sgro, Marion 
L. Treuthart; St. Patrick: Helen  
Buchanan, Concetta Mirasola.

Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in February dur-
ing the past 25 years:

Msgr. Walter Shaull, 1992
Deacon Stephen Bankos, 1996
Father Paul Miller, 2004
Father Philip DeChico, 2006
Msgr. Lawrence Overbaugh, 2008
Father Brian Conrad, 2011
Deacon James Sneeringer, 2011
Father Joseph Hilbert, 2014
Father Louis P. Ogden, 2015. 
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Spiritual Offerings

Bishop Ronald Gainer will celebrate a Mass of Healing 
and Anointing of the Sick at the Holy Spirit Hospital Chapel 
in Camp Hill on the World Day of the Sick, Thursday Feb. 11 
at noon. A Mass of Healing is a special opportunity to receive 
the healing power of Christ. Come and join us! Coffee, punch 
and cookies will be available following the Mass.

A Pro-Life Mass is celebrated on the first Saturday of 
every month at 8 a.m. at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacra-
ment Church in Harrisburg. The next Mass is February 6. 
Following Mass, participants gather at Hillcrest Clinic, 2709 
N. Front Street, Harrisburg, to pray the Rosary and the 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy. Breakfast follows. Call 717-432-
5415 for information.

Father Francis Karwacki, Pastor of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Church in Mount Carmel, will present a teaching on 
the Gifts of the Spirit at the Charismatic Prayer Group in the 
hall on the second, third and fourth Thursdays of the months 
during Lent at 6:30 p.m. All are invited to attend.

Recitation of the Rosary for America and the world 
takes place on the square in Littlestown every third Saturday 
of the month at noon. The next date is February 20. Contact 
Barb Renner at barbrenner33@yahoo.com.     

Recitation of the Rosary for America and the world 
takes place on the square in New Oxford every second Sat-
urday of the month at noon. The next date is February 13.

A Traditional Latin Low Mass will be offered monthly on 
the second Sunday of the month at 11 a.m. at the St. Gabriel 
Chapel of Mary, Gate of Heaven Parish, Myerstown, by 
Father Robert Berger. The next date is February 14.

Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated February 
21 at 2 p.m. at St. Catherine Labouré Church in Harrisburg. 
Confessions are heard in English and Polish after every 
Mass.

A bereavement series sponsored by the Pastoral Care 
Department at Holy Spirit Hospital in Camp Hill will be 
held on Wednesdays Feb.17-March 23. Afternoon sessions 
take place from 1-2:30 p.m., and evening sessions are held 
from 6:30-8 p.m. There is no cost to attend.

Retreats, Pilgrimages & Trips
St. Theresa Seniors’ Little Flower Club will be travel-

ing to Norfolk, Va., for the Military Tattoo Show that origi-
nated in Scotland. This musical program features artists from 
other parts of the world as well as the USA. Dates: April 24 & 
25, 2016, Price: p.p.d.o. $260.00, gratuities included. Dead-
line: March 15, 2016. Questions call 774-6783 or 774-5671.

Mission Trip to Kingston, Jamaica. Father Timothy 
Marcoe, Pastor of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Ab-
bottstown, will lead a week-long mission trip / work retreat 
to serve with the Missionaries of the Poor in Kingston, 
Jamaica on Sept.30-Oct.7, 2016. This missionary pilgrimage 
is a response to the invitation of Pope Francis during the 
Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy to extend God’s merciful 
love to others, especially the needy and the marginalized. 
Missionary pilgrims will perform Corporal and Spiritual Works 
of Mercy with the religious brothers as they minister to the 
poorest of the poor, the homeless and the abandoned. If 
interested, e-mail Luz Socrates at luzvsoc@hotmail.com or 
call the IHM parish office at 717-259-0611.

St. Cyril Spiritual Center in Danville will host a Silent, 
Directed, or Private 24-hour retreat Feb. 19-20 or Weekend 
Retreat Feb. 19-21. This retreat is silent, and offers time for 
prayer, Liturgy, and for those who choose directed retreat, 
meeting privately with a spiritual director. The sacraments of 
Reconciliation and Communion during Mass are available 
for those who wish to open themselves up to receive the full 
privilege of the Jubilee Year indulgence at the Basilica of Sts. 
Cyril & Methodius, a pilgrimage site for the Year of Mercy. 
Registration deadline is Feb. 12. Register at www.sscm.org, 
or call 570-275-0910.

The Beginning Experience Team for the Harrisburg 
Diocese announces that they have booked Camp Hebron, 
Halifax, PA, for a Beginning Experience Weekend, April 
29-May 1, 2016. Beginning Experience weekends are an 
approved Roman Catholic Program designed for those 
suffering the loss of a spouse through death, divorce or 
separation. Hundreds of persons have been helped to move 
towards successful, productive, happy lives by attending one 
of these weekends. The weekend is led by persons who are 
widowed, separated or divorced and are trained in facilitating 
a weekend. Each Beginning Experience Team is certified by 
the International Beginning Experience Organization. For 
information, visit the marriage and family link at www.hbgdio-
cese.org or visit www.beginningexperience.org, or contact 
the Harrisburg Beginning Experience Team at 717-512-2718 
or harrisburgbe@gmail.com.

Fundraisers and Events
The Harrisburg Catholic Social Singles (ages 35-65) 

will meet for dinner at The Progress Grill located at 3526 
Walnut Street in Harrisburg on Sunday, February 14 at 

6 p.m. Please contact Dan or Kathy if you plan to at-
tend. For more information, please contact Dan Matarrese 
at DGMatarrese@yahoo.com or 717-236-8149 or Kathy at 
717-732-2289.

Please join us for the 6th Annual St. Joan of Arc 
School Night of Knights Gala Saturday April 16, begin-
ning at 6 pm. in the Keystone Ballroom at the Hershey 
Country Club. Tickets are $75. The evening will involve 
dinner, dancing and silent auction. All of the proceeds from 
this event help with the operational costs of the school and 
help us continue our mission of providing children with an 
affordable, quality education in keeping with our Catholic 
traditions and values. To continue Pope Francis’ theme of 
mercy, we will be honoring the Daughters of Mercy who do 
so much for our school. For tickets and information, contact 
Deb Rizzotto at 717-533-2854 or drizzotto@stjoanhershey.
org.  

Trinity High School’s spring musical, Grease, will 
have performances on February 18- 21. If you would like 
to be a sponsor, see pictures from rehearsal, or the cast 
list, visit: http://www.thsrocks.us/academics/performing-arts/
spring-musical/.

Holy Trinity Parish in Columbia will hold its 92nd an-
nual Fastnacht Bake. Operators will be accepting orders 
beginning Feb. 1, and the phone lines will be open Monday-
Friday from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. at 717-684-9612. Fastnachts 
MUST be pre-ordered. Cost is $7 per dozen for plain, $8 
per dozen for glazed. Cost for half dozen is $3.50 plain, $4 
glazed.

Trinity High School’s annual Spring Gala will be held 
on Saturday, March 12, 2016. The event will be held at the 
Colonial Golf and Tennis Club in Harrisburg.  This year’s 
theme is the “Bow-Tie Ball”. For more information or to 
become a sponsor, please visit: http://www.thsrocks.us/
support-trinity/special-events/spring-gala/.  

Lenten Evening of Reflection (A unique vocation 
story of a newly ordained) with Father Don H. Bender, 
Parochial Vicar at St. Patrick Parish and Campus Minister at 
Dickinson College in Carlisle, will be held Monday, February 
8 at 7 p.m. at St. Katharine Drexel Church, 1 Peter Drive, 
Mechanicsburg. Everyone 16 years of age & over is invited. 
For more information, e-mail Stella at theoldfolk@aol.com. 
Sponsored by St. Katharine Drexel Parish Council of Catho-
lic Women.

St.  Philip the Apostle Parish in Millersville is offering 
a Lent Retreat “I Once Was Blind” on Tuesday, Feb. 23. 
Two sessions will be offered. A day session will run from 10 
a.m.-2:30 p.m., and an evening session will run from 6:30-
9:30 p.m. The day session will include a light lunch and the 
night session will include snacks. Cost for the day retreat 
is $10 and cost for the night retreat is $7. Contact cmiller@
hbgdiocese.org or call 717-872-2166 to register. Please sign 
up by Feb. 21.

The Harrisburg Guild of the Catholic Medical Asso-
ciation and The Saint Thomas More Society of Central 
Pennsylvania will co-host a Lenten Reflection on Saturday 
February 13 from 9 a.m.–noon. Mass, light refreshments 
and reflection by Bishop Ronald Gainer will be held at the 
Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg. For further informa-
tion, please contact cathmedhbg@aol.com.

Join us Friday, February 12 from 6-10:30 p.m. for a 
Valentine’s Dinner and Dance at Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Parish Center. Tickets are $25 per person. Night will include 
dinner, dessert and beer. Please contact Jeff Hatzfeld to 
purchase tickets or with any questions: jchatzfeld@comcast.
net or 717-389-0878.

Divine Redeemer Parish, Mount Carmel, will hold 
a “Vera Bradley/Charming Charlie Bingo” on Sunday, 
February 14, in Divine Mercy Hall, 400 Block of West Cherry 
Street in Mount Carmel. Doors open at 1 p.m.– Bingo starts 
at 2 p.m. Food will be available for sale, advanced tickets 
are $20; tickets at the door are $25. For advanced tickets 
call: 570-373-5936 or 570-205-8751. Winning Bingo prizes 
will include purses, scarves, hats, jewelry, etc.

Come join other young adults in Lancaster to 
celebrate Mardi Gras on Tuesday February 9 at Annie 
Bailey’s Irish Pub (on the second floor) for a discussion with 
Father Peter I. Hahn, Pastor of St. Leo the Great Parish in 
Rohrerstown, on the topic, “Finding Mercy in Lent”. Happy 
Half Hour begins at 7 p.m. Speaker at 7:30 p.m. followed by 
Q&A. For more details, visit www.totlancaster.com. Theol-
ogy on Tap is a Young Adult Ministry and Evangelization 
outreach of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg. All 
young adults, (20′s and 30’s) single or married, Catholic or 
not, are invited to attend the events.

St. Leo the Great Parish in Rohrerstown will begin 
the seven week Mystery of God: Who God Is and Why 
He Matters, program on Feb. 17. The program will begin 
after the 7 p.m. Mass at 7:40 p.m. and will end at 9 p.m. A 
light supper will also be provided. For more information or 
to register, please contact Dave or Lisa Doseff at 717-517-
7330 (davedoseff@gmail.com) or Hank or Edna Christ at 
717-252-5158 (hchrist1@comcast.net).

Tri County Young Adults/Theology On Tap (Adams, 
Franklin, & lower Cumberland Counties) will host a young 
adult Lenten Retreat, “The Mercy of the Cross” at St. Fran-
cis Xavier School in Gettysburg on Friday, February 12 from 
5-9 p.m. Scott Anthony will direct the retreat, which will end 
with candlelight Stations of the Cross at 8 p.m. Participants 
may pack their own dinner or are welcome to join the parish 
fish fry served at 5 p.m. Deadline to R.S.V.P. is February 5 
by email to tricountytot@gmail.com or by phone, 717-817-
4390. A monetary donation of $5 is requested.

Our Lady of Lourdes High School Class of 1966 - 50th 
Year Reunion. The Class of 1966 will be celebrating its 
50th Year reunion the weekend of June 24-25, 2016 at the 
Armitage Golf Club/Caddy Shack Restaurant in Mechan-
icsburg. Invitations/Questionnaires have been sent to all 
known addresses. If you were a member of the class and 
did not receive a letter, please visit the OLOL1966 group 
on Facebook and let us know that you are interested in 
attending. You can also contact Greg Surak at gjs4235@
msn.com for information concerning the reunion. The actual 
invitation with prices and hotel availability will be sent out in 
late March or early April.

The 9th Annual St. Margaret Mary 5k race to be held 
March 19 at 8:30 a.m. at 2826 Herr Street, Harrisburg. The 
race is to benefit St. Margaret Mary School in Penbrook. Vis-
it the following website for additional details: stmm5k.webs.
com.

Parish, School  
& Organization News

Volunteers are needed for prison ministry communion 
services and catechesis at Dauphin County Prison, particu-
larly on Saturdays and on Thursday afternoons, but also on 
other days. Please contact Deacon Jim Doyle at 717-343-
1102 or OLBSDEACON@gmail.com if you are interested and 
available for this rewarding ministry. It is a true work of Mercy 
and of the New Evangelization.

Court Queen of Peace #1023 Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas announces the Catholic Daughters of The 
Americas 2016 National Education Contest for Grades 4 –12. 
Entrants can choose from two themes: “WE ARE STEWARDS 
OF GOD’S CREATION” or “HOW DO WE CARE FOR THE 
ENVIRONMENT”. For details of contest rules and awards, 
please go to www.catholicdaughters.org, scroll down the page 
to frequent downloads, and under contests, select Education 
Contest Forms. Court Queen of Peace #1023, Lancaster, PA, 
of the Diocese of Harrisburg, will be sponsoring entries at the 
local level. First place local winners will compete at the state 
level. First place Pennsylvania winners will compete at the 
national level. Local entries must be postmarked or received 
no later than February 15, 2016.

Father Donald Calloway, MIC, author of No Turning 
Back: A Witness to Mercy will be a guest speaker at St. Pius 
X Church on Sunday, March 6, 2016 at 7 pm. 112 Fairview 
Drive, Selinsgrove. All are invited to hear his remarkable story 
of conversion. For additional information, email/call Katia Felty 
at rynoles@gmail.com or 570-259-9903.

Job Opportunities  
York Catholic High School has the following coaching 

positions available: Junior Varsity Baseball Coach, JV/As-
sistant Varsity Softball Coach, Junior High Football Assistants. 
Please contact Rick Luckman, Athletic Director, York Catholic 
High School, 601 E Springettsbury Ave, York PA, 17403, rluck-
man@yorkcatholic.org or 717-846-8871 x16. 

Marian High School, located in Tamaqua, Pa., is seek-
ing applicants for the Principal position effective with the 
2016-17 school year. As the chief administrator of the school, 
responsibilities include: the educational development of 
students--setting expectations for student achievement and 
behavior. The professional development of teachers -- consult-
ing with teachers regarding instructional practices, classroom 
management, and school procedures. Supervise all aspects 
of the school’s operation, including facilities maintenance/
operations, food service, transportation, fund-raising, enroll-
ment and tuition. Represent the school to all of its constituents, 
including faculty, staff, students, parents, alumni, neighbor and 
business communities. Requirements: Practicing Catholic with 
a commitment to the principles of Catholic education, Master’s 
Degree in Education or School Administration, Principal certi-
fication or ability to obtain within 1 year, 5 years of experience 
in school administration, Demonstrated successful budgetary 
and fiscal management, Leadership and public relations ability. 
Send cover letter, salary requirement and resume to: Mar-
ian Catholic Board, c/o Maureen Grant 1111 North Street Jim 
Thorpe, PA  18229-0289. No phone calls please. EOE/V/D

St. Anne Parish in Lancaster is currently looking to fill 
a part-time Administrative Assistant position in the Parish 
Office. This position is responsible for the daily operation of the 
parish office, including clerical work and minor administrative, 
business, and communication details. This is a job sharing 
position requiring the individual to be capable of all respon-
sibilities and to be able to coordinate their fulfillment with the 
other staff. Please visit the St. Anne Church website home 
page (www.stannechurch.org) for a link to the Job Description 
and details. All interested applicants can send their resume to 
the attention of:  Father Tri M. Luong, Pastor, St. Anne Church, 
929 N. Duke St., Lancaster 17602 or email to: StAnneParish-
Lancaster@hbgdiocese.org. 
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February 11 is World Day of the Sick, an 
observation introduced by St. John Paul 
II as a way for believers to offer prayers 
for those suffering from illnesses. The day 
coincides with the commemoration of Our 
Lady of Lourdes and is an important op-
portunity for those who serve in Catholic 
health ministry to reflect on caring for 
those who are sick as well as those who 
provide care to them.

The following is Pope Francis’ message 
for the 24th World Day of the Sick. It’s theme 
is “Do Whatever He Tells You” (Jn. 2:5)

Dear Brothers and Sisters, the twenty-
fourth World Day of the Sick offers me an 
opportunity to draw particularly close to 
you, dear friends who are ill, and to those 
who care for you.

This year, since the Day of the Sick will 
be solemnly celebrated in the Holy Land, I 
wish to propose a meditation on the Gospel 
account of the wedding feast of Cana (Jn 2: 
1-11), where Jesus performed his first mir-
acle through the intervention of his Mother. 
The theme chosen - Entrusting Oneself to 
the Merciful Jesus like Mary: “Do what-
ever he tells you” (Jn 2:5) is quite fitting 
in light of the Extraordinary Jubilee of 
Mercy. The main Eucharistic celebration 
of the Day will take place on 11 February 
2016, the liturgical memorial of Our Lady 
of Lourdes, in Nazareth itself, where “the 
Word became flesh and made his dwell-
ing among us” (Jn 1:14). In Nazareth, Je-
sus began his salvific mission, applying to 
himself the words of the Prophet Isaiah, as 
we are told by the Evangelist Luke: “The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he 
has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to 
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, and to pro-
claim a year acceptable to the Lord” (Lk 
4:18-19).

Illness, above all grave illness, always 
places human existence in crisis and brings 
with it questions that dig deep. Our first re-
sponse may at times be one of rebellion: 
Why has this happened to me? We can 
feel desperate, thinking that all is lost, that 
things no longer have meaning…

In these situations, faith in God is on 
the one hand tested, yet at the same time 
can reveal all of its positive resources. Not 
because faith makes illness, pain, or the 
questions which they raise, disappear, but 
because it offers a key by which we can 
discover the deepest meaning of what we 
are experiencing; a key that helps us to see 
how illness can be the way to draw nearer 
to Jesus who walks at our side, weighed 
down by the Cross. And this key is given 
to us by Mary, our Mother, who has known 
this way at first hand.

At the wedding feast of Cana, Mary is 
the thoughtful woman who sees a serious 
problem for the spouses: the wine, the 
symbol of the joy of the feast, has run out. 
Mary recognizes the difficulty, in some 
way makes it her own, and acts swiftly and 
discreetly. She does not simply look on, 
much less spend time in finding fault, but 
rather, she turns to Jesus and presents him 
with the concrete problem: “They have no 
wine” (Jn 2:3). And when Jesus tells her 
that it is not yet the time for him to reveal 
himself (cf. v. 4), she says to the servants: 
“Do whatever he tells you” (v. 5). Jesus 
then performs the miracle, turning water 
into wine, a wine that immediately appears 
to be the best of the whole celebration. 
What teaching can we draw from this mys-
tery of the wedding feast of Cana for the 
World Day of the Sick?

The wedding feast of Cana is an image 

“Entrusting Oneself to the Merciful Jesus like Mary: 
‘Do Whatever He Tells You’” 

World Day of the Sick ~ February 11

A Prayer for World Day of the Sick
God of all goodness,

Look with mercy on all who suffer any kind of infirmity,  
sickness or injury,

that they may be comforted.
Let your hand of healing and protection be upon them.
When they are fearful, ease their fear and anxieties.

When they are afraid, give them strength and courage.
When they feel alone, send them someone to listen and to care.

When they are confused, provide reassurance and direction.
When they are in pain, ease their suffering.

When they despair, give them hope.
May they experience your healing presence

in the comfort of a caregiver’s calm gaze and tender touch.

God of compassion and comfort,
Help caregivers to see your face in the faces
of those who suffer illness, pain or infirmity.

May they reach out with compassionate hearts and capable hands.
May they have the ability to calm those who are anxious.

May they be present to those who feel alone.
May they offer hope to those in despair.

May they bring comfort where there is pain.
May they provide reassurance amidst confusion and doubt.

O Lord, encourage all who are sick and those  
who care for them in your healing embrace.

We pray through the intercession of Mary, Our Lady of Lourdes.
Amen.
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of the Church: at the centre there is Jesus 
who in his mercy performs a sign; around 
him are the disciples, the first fruits of the 
new community; and beside Jesus and the 
disciples is Mary, the provident and prayer-
ful Mother. Mary partakes of the joy of 
ordinary people and helps it to increase; 
she intercedes with her Son on behalf of 
the spouses and all the invited guests. Nor 
does Jesus refuse the 
request of his Moth-
er. How much hope 
there is in that event 
for all of us! We have 
a Mother with benev-
olent and watchful 
eyes, like her Son; a 
heart that is maternal 
and full of mercy, 
like him; hands that 
want to help, like the 
hands of Jesus who 
broke bread for those 
who were hungry, 
touched the sick and 
healed them. All this 
fills us with trust and 
opens our hearts to 
the grace and mercy 
of Christ. Mary’s in-
tercession makes us 
experience the con-
solation for which the apostle Paul blesses 
God: “Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compas-
sion and God of all encouragement, who 
encourages us in our affliction, so that we 
may be able to encourage those who are in 
any affliction with the encouragement with 
which we ourselves are encouraged by 
God. For as Christ’s sufferings overflow to 
us, so through Christ does our encourage-
ment also overflow” (2 Cor 1:3-5). Mary is 
the “comforted” Mother who comforts her 
children.

At Cana the distinctive features of Jesus 
and his mission are clearly seen: he comes 
to the help of those in difficulty and need. 
Indeed, in the course of his messianic min-
istry he would heal many people of illness-
es, infirmities and evil spirits, give sight 
to the blind, make the lame walk, restore 

health and dignity to lepers, raise the dead, 
and proclaim the good news to the poor (cf. 
Lk 7:21-22). Mary’s request at the wedding 
feast, suggested by the Holy Spirit to her 
maternal heart, clearly shows not only Je-
sus’ messianic power but also his mercy.

In Mary’s concern we see reflected the 
tenderness of God. This same tenderness 
is present in the lives of all those persons 

who attend the sick 
and understand their 
needs, even the most 
imperceptible ones, 
because they look 
upon them with eyes 
full of love. How 
many times has a 
mother at the bed-
side of her sick child, 
or a child caring for 
an elderly parent, or 
a grandchild con-
cerned for a grand-
parent, placed his 
or her prayer in the 
hands of Our Lady! 
For our loved ones 
who suffer because 
of illness we ask first 
for their health. Je-
sus himself showed 
the presence of the 

Kingdom of God specifically through his 
healings: “Go and tell John what you hear 
and see: the blind regain their sight, the 
lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have 
the good news proclaimed to them” (Mt 
11:4-5). But love animated by faith makes 
us ask for them something greater than 
physical health: we ask for peace, a seren-
ity in life that comes from the heart and is 
God’s gift, the fruit of the Holy Spirit, a 
gift which the Father never denies to those 
who ask him for it with trust.

In the scene of Cana, in addition to Jesus 
and his Mother, there are the “servants”, 
whom she tells: “Do whatever he tells you” 
(Jn 2:5). Naturally, the miracle takes place 
as the work of Christ; however, he wants 
to employ human assistance in performing 
this miracle. He could have made the wine 

appear directly in the jars. But he wants to 
rely upon human cooperation, and so he 
asks the servants to fill them with water. 
How wonderful and pleasing to God it is 
to be servants of others! This more than 
anything else makes us like Jesus, who 
“did not come to be served but to serve” 
(Mk 10:45). These unnamed people in the 
Gospel teach us a great deal. Not only do 
they obey, but they obey generously: they 
fill the jars to the brim (cf. Jn 2:7). They 
trust the Mother and carry out immediately 
and well what they are asked to do, without 
complaining, without second thoughts.

On this World Day of the Sick let us ask 
Jesus in his mercy, through the interces-
sion of Mary, his Mother and ours, to grant 
to all of us this same readiness to be serve 
those in need, and, in particular, our infirm 
brothers and sisters. At times this service 
can be tiring and burdensome, yet we are 
certain that the Lord will surely turn our 
human efforts into something divine. We 
too can be hands, arms and hearts which 
help God to perform his miracles, so often 
hidden. We too, whether healthy or sick, 
can offer up our toil and sufferings like the 
water which filled the jars at the wedding 
feast of Cana and was turned into the finest 
wine. By quietly helping those who suffer, 
as in illness itself, we take our daily cross 
upon our shoulders and follow the Master 
(cf. Lk 9:23). Even though the experience 
of suffering will always remain a mystery, 
Jesus helps us to reveal its meaning.

If we can learn to obey the words of 
Mary, who says: “Do whatever he tells 
you”, Jesus will always change the water 
of our lives into precious wine. Thus this 
World Day of the Sick, solemnly celebrated 
in the Holy Land, will help fulfil the hope 
which I expressed in the Bull of Indiction 
of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy: ‘I 
trust that this Jubilee year celebrating the 
mercy of God will foster an encounter with 
[Judaism and Islam] and with other noble 
religious traditions; may it open us to even 
more fervent dialogue so that we might 
know and understand one another better; 
may it eliminate every form of closed-
mindedness and disrespect, and drive out 
every form of violence and discrimination’ 
(Misericordiae Vultus, 23). Every hospital 
and nursing home can be a visible sign and 
setting in which to promote the culture of 
encounter and peace, where the experience 
of illness and suffering, along with profes-
sional and fraternal assistance, helps to 
overcome every limitation and division.

For this we are set an example by the two 
Religious Sisters who were canonized last 
May: Saint Marie-Alphonsine Danil Ghat-
tas and Saint Mary of Jesus Crucified Ba-
ouardy, both daughters of the Holy Land. 
The first was a witness to meekness and 
unity, who bore clear witness to the impor-
tance of being responsible for one another 
other, living in service to one another. The 
second, a humble and illiterate woman, 
was docile to the Holy Spirit and became 
an instrument of encounter with the Mus-
lim world.

To all those who assist the sick and the 
suffering I express my confident hope that 
they will draw inspiration from Mary, the 
Mother of Mercy. “May the sweetness of 
her countenance watch over us in this Holy 
Year, so that all of us may rediscover the 
joy of God’s tenderness” (ibid., 24), allow 
it to dwell in our hearts and express it in 
our actions! Let us entrust to the Virgin 
Mary our trials and tribulations, together 
with our joys and consolations. Let us beg 
her to turn her eyes of mercy towards us, 
especially in times of pain, and make us 
worthy of beholding, today and always, the 
merciful face of her Son Jesus!

Mass of Healing and 
Anointing of the Sick

February 11 at Noon
Holy Spirit Hospital Chapel, 

Camp Hill
Bishop Ronald Gainer,  

Celebrant

A Mass of Healing is a special 
opportunity to receive the healing 
power of Christ. Come and join us! 
Coffee, punch and cookies will be 
available following the Mass.

For more information, call Holy 
Spirit’s Pastoral Care office at  
717-763-2118. 
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(The following Lenten dinner information was 
submitted by the parishes. Lenten dinner informa-
tion can be sent via e-mail to communications@
hbgdiocese.org. You can also find a listing online 
at www.hbgdiocese.org.)

Sacred Heart of Jesus PCCW in William-
stown is having their Annual Lenten Halushki sale 
on Tuesday February 9. Orders can be placed by 
calling Helen at 717-647-2449 or JoAnn at 717-
647-2287. Deadline to order is Sunday February 
7, and pick-up will be Tuesday, February 9 after 
2 p.m. in the Church Social Hall, 134 E. Market 
Street, Williamstown. Price is $7 per quart.   

A Lenten Fish Dinner will be held at St. Ber-
nadette Catholic Church, Friday February 12, 
February 26, and March 11 from 4-7 p.m. at 901 N. 
High St. Duncannon. Dinner includes: Fried Pol-
lock/Baked cod, macaroni & cheese, corn or green 
beans, stewed tomatoes, bread roll, beverage and 
dessert. Adults cost $10 and children (4-10) cost 
$5, children 3 & younger are free. Eat in or take 
out. Sponsored by Knights of Columbus Council 
#8151.

Hot and tasty Lenten dinners, Perohi and kiel-
basa will be available Wednesdays in Lent begin-
ning on Ash Wednesday, February 10 from 4-6:30 
p.m. at St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Church, 5408 
Locust Lane, Harrisburg. The dinners will feature 
baked haddock and Perohi with drink and a side for 
$9. Additional homemade side dishes, soups and 
desserts will also be available.  The last dinner will 
be on Wednesday, March 16. Perohi and smoked 
Kielbasa will also be sold. The Perohi will be sold 
frozen for $6 per dozen each Wednesday and Sat-
urday during Lent in the parish hall. Wednesday 
times are from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. and from 4-6:30 
p.m. Saturday sales begin on February 13 and are 
from 9 a.m.-noon. Fillings available will be po-
tato & cheese, cabbage, sauerkraut, prune, farmer 
cheese and apple. The smoked Kielbasa will be 
sold in rings for $6. New this year will be smoked 
Kielbasa sticks. The newly renovated parish gift 
shop will be open during the Lenten Dinners and 
the Perohi & Kielbasa sales. For more information, 
call 717-652-0545, www.stannbyz.org. Proceeds 
from the dinners support charitable programs. 
Perohi sales benefit parish educational programs.

Lenten Information from Holy Angels Parish, 
Kulpmont: Stations of the Cross will be prayed at 
2 p.m. and 7 p.m. on Fridays during Lent. On Mon-
day, February 22, Stations of the Cross for Chil-
dren will be prayed at 6:20 p.m. Fish dinners will 

be held on Fridays during Lent beginning February 
12, from 4-6 p.m. in the Activity Center. Donation 
is $9 for adults, and $5 for children 12 & under. 
Dinner includes: soup and salad bar, baked fish, 
potato, vegetable, cole slaw, bread, dessert, bever-
age. Eat-in or take-out. Mount Carmel/Kulpmont 
Ministerium will have a Lenten “Soup, Sandwich 
and Prayer Service” Wednesday, February 17 at 6 
p.m. at Holy Angels Activity Center. All are invited 
at no cost.

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Enola is host-
ing 6 fish dinners during Lent in the church social 
hall from 4-7 p.m. Fridays, February 12, 19, 26 & 
March 4, 11, 18. Menu includes seasoned baked 
cod, church-made baked macaroni & cheese, veg-
etable or stewed tomatoes, cole slaw, roll, dessert 
& coffee or punch. Baked fish adults $10, children 
$5.  Mac & cheese adults $8, Children $4. Eat in or 
take out. No reservations necessary.

Our Lady Help of Christians Parish in Lykens 
will sponsor its weekly Friday fish fry during the 
Lenten season. The first fish fry will be Friday, 
February 12, and they will be held each Friday 
through March 18. The menu will include a variety 
of seafood, both baked and fried. The church social 
hall will be open for diners each Friday from 4-7 
p.m. There will not be a fish fry on Good Friday. 
You can call ahead to order, 717-453-9931. 

Seven Sorrows Parish in Middletown will hold 
its Annual Fish Fry beginning Friday, February 12 
and continuing weekly through March 18 from 5-8 
p.m. in the school cafeteria. The menu features all-
you-can-eat batter-dipped fish (eat-in only) plus 
lemon-pepper fish, crab cakes, jumbo fried shrimp, 
macaroni and cheese, pierogies, and a variety of 
delicious desserts (now including key lime pie). 
The fish fry is located at 360 E. Water St. in Mid-
dletown (17057) and is handicap accessible. Over-
flow parking is available at nearby Feaser Middle 
School. Doors open at 3:30 p.m.; service begins at 
5 p.m. Dine in or place your takeout order by call-
ing 717-944-5488 after 4 p.m. Cash, check, Mas-
terCard, Visa, and Discover cards are accepted. 
Also available for sale during the Fish Fry – deli-
cious handmade chocolate eggs available in peanut 
butter, butter cream, coconut, and NEW FOR 2016 
- peppermint! Each egg is dipped in white, dark, or 
luscious milk chocolate. The Fish Fry, held Febru-
ary 12, 19, 26, and March 4, 11, and 18, is spon-
sored by Seven Sorrows Parish. For more informa-
tion, including full menu, visit www.sevensorrows.
org. Click on “Lenten Fish Fry.” 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, Cornwall, will be hold-
ing Lenten Fish Dinners on Wednesdays, Febru-
ary 10, 17, 24, March 2, 9, 16 and 23 from 4-7 
p.m. Dinner will be served in the parish social 
hall at the intersection of Route 419 and Cornwall 
Road. Menu includes baked or fried fish and baked 
potato or French Fries, applesauce or coleslaw, 
homemade dessert, coffee or tea. Salad will also 
be available. Cost is $9 for adult dinners and $2 for 
child’s (12 and under) fish dinner.  

St. Rose of Lima Parish in York will be holding 
their annual seafood fundraiser during the Lenten 
season. The event will kick off with a lunch on Ash 
Wednesday (February 10) from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 
pm. Then lunches and dinners will be served ev-
ery Friday through March 19 from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 
pm. Dinners will begin at 4 p.m. and end at 7 p.m. 
For more information visit our website at www.
saintroseoflimayork.org.

St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg will 
host its fifth annual Lenten Fish Fry on Friday, 
February 12, 19, 26, March 4 and 18, from 5-7 p.m. 
at Xavier Center, 465 Table Rock Road. Dine in or 
take out. There will be adult, senior, children and 
reduced portion dinners available. Children under 
5 eat free. For more information, call 717-334-
4048. No fish fry March 11.

The Knights of Columbus of St. Jude Thad-
deus Parish in Mifflintown will serve its annual 
Lenten Fish Dinners in the church social hall on 
Fridays, February 5 through March 18 from 4-7 
p.m. All-you-can-eat meal includes fried and 
baked fish, popcorn shrimp, fried clams, French 
fries, macaroni and cheese, stewed tomatoes, corn, 
green beans, coleslaw, applesauce, rolls, puddings, 
and a selection of homemade desserts. Pay at the 
door: Adults $12; Ages 6-12 $6; children 5 under 
free. St. Jude is located at 3918 William Penn Hwy 
(Old Route 22), Mifflintown, directly across from 
Tuscarora Junior High School. 

St. Peter Parish in Columbia will begin its 
Lenten Friday Fish Fry on Friday, February 12.  
In its 37th year, the menu features a variety of fish 
platters including baked haddock, oysters, scallops, 
crab cakes and other non-meat dishes all prepared 
by the women of the parish. Desserts made by pa-
rishioners are also available. The public is invited 
and may eat in or take out every Friday through 
March 18, from 4-6:30 p.m. The church is South 
Second and Union Streets.  Stations of the Cross 
are held in the Church beginning at 7 p.m.

February 4, 1971

Upwards of 200 
students from St. 
Catherine Labouré 
in Harrisburg spent 
their winter ice 
skating at an outdoor 
rink in Hershey each 
week, joined by their 
teachers. In this 
photo by Charlie 
Blahusch: Rosy cheeks 
and a red nose light 
up the face of little 
Michael Paese as 
Sister Paul, left, 
and Sister Mary 
guide him around 
the rink. Hanging 
on to Sister Mary 
are Mary DiNatale, 
Annette Fazio and Mark 
McKnight. 

Lenten Fish Dinners

Witness History:
A Look Back at 50 Years of Photos
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In 1994, the small African 
country of Rwanda experi-
enced a horrific event: a geno-
cide in which the majority 
Hutus began what appeared 
to be a systematic slaughter of 
the minority Tutsis. Over the 
next four months, more than 
800,000 people were brutally 
killed by machete or gun or 
any other means available. It 
was an event in which neigh-
bor killed neighbor; people 
who had formerly been friends 
became enemies; and the in-
ternational community and the 
UN did little to stop the blood-
shed.

However, 10 years earlier, 
the Blessed Mother had ap-
peared to some school girls in 
the small village of Kibeho, 
predicting “rivers of blood” 
and the terrible bloodshed that 
would come—if the people 
did not turn to prayer and to 
God. It began when, on No-
vember 27, 1981, the girls of 
the school were in their dormi-
tory for the night. According 
to Anathalie Mukamazimpaka 
(who also later saw the Virgin 
Mary), Alphonsine Mumu-
reke “was talking to someone 
exactly as if she were talking 
on the phone.” Soon after, 
Mary appeared to Anathalie, 
then to a third girl, Marie Clair 
Mukangango. Over the next 
years, the girls would spend 
countless hours talking with 
Mary, who identified herself 
as Nyina w Jambo, the Mother 
of the Word. The apparitions 
were approved by the Church 
in June of 2001.

Kibeho is the only approved 
Marian apparition on the Af-
rican continent, and despite 
the immense devotion to Our 
Lady of the Word in Rwanda 
and the neighboring countries, 
very few know of it outside 
Africa.

Recently, I felt a call in my 
prayer to travel to Kibeho. 
And so this past November I 
joined about 40 pilgrims and 
Immaculee Ilibagiza (who sur-
vived the Rwandan Genocide 
by hiding for three months in 
a small bathroom with eigth 
other women) on a pilgrimage 
to the “heart of Africa” to visit 
Mary.

Gathering the first evening 
in Kigali, the capital city of 
Rwanda, the pilgrims shared 
stories of why they had come. 
Some sought physical heal-
ing, others had felt drawn to 
Kibeho as part of their own 
long journey of forgiveness, 
but I shared that I didn’t know 
why I had been called to travel 
so far—just that I HAD been 
called and, in obedience to 
Mary’s call in my prayer, 
made the long journey over the 
Thanksgiving holiday.

We set out on a five-hour 
bus ride on narrow, dirt roads, 
praying and singing as we 
went. Most especially, we 
prayed the Seven Sorrows 
Rosary—a devotion that Mary 
told Marie Clair was an old de-
votion and prayer chaplet, but 
that had been forgotten. The 

Pilgrimage to Our Lady of Kibeho

events of the coming Genocide 
that Mary revealed to the chil-
dren made clear why the Seven 
Sorrows Rosary was the right 
prayer for the right moment 
in history. The prayer chaplet, 
much like a Rosary, helps us 
to meditate on the Seven Sor-
rows of Mary (the prophecy of 
Simeon; the flight into Egypt; 
the loss of the Child Jesus in 
the Temple; Mary meets her 
Son on the way to Calvary; 
the Crucifixion; Mary holding 
her dead son in her arms; the 
placing of Jesus’ body in the 
tomb).

During the five-day visit 
to the Shrine of Our Lady of 
Kibeho, the pilgrims experi-
enced many blessings and ex-
traordinary events. We were 
privileged to meet Anathalie 
and spend nearly two hours 
with her as she shared her 
personal experiences of see-
ing and talking with Mary. 
Never in my life did I imagine 
that I would talk with some-
one whom the Church states 
has certainly spoken with the 
Blessed Mother. Our meet-
ing with Anathalie held all of 
us in prayer and meditation 
on Mary’s tremendous love 
for us, her children. Anathalie 
shared with us just how much 
Mary cares for and is con-
cerned about us as her chil-
dren—not just the big things, 
but even the small daily events 
of life. She relayed that one 
day, as Mary appeared to the 
three school girls, she asked 
them if they had enjoyed the 
donuts that the bishop had 
sent them that morning. The 
Blessed Mother spoke with 
the girls as any mother would 
speak to her children: with the 
most tender love, with serious-
ness, with comfort and, some-
times, with tears. The girls de-

her—and Anathalie sang one 
of Mary’s favorite songs for 
us. One of the things Mary 
shared with the girls that 
struck me was Mary’s descrip-
tion of why Confession is im-
portant: “Good works without 
Confession is like flour mixed 
with ash.” Reflecting on these 
words, I realized how many 
of us claim that “we’re good 
people” but fail to recognize 
the importance and great need 
for the Sacrament of Penance 
in our lives. This message fits 
so beautifully with the Jubi-
lee Year of Mercy which Pope 
Francis has proclaimed. God’s 
mercy is not to be forgotten 
or avoided—rather we should 
celebrate and experience His 
tender mercy as often as pos-
sible; and the place we experi-
ence it is in the Sacrament of 
Penance.

The prayer associated with 
the visions of Our Lady of 
Kibeho is the Seven Sorrows 
Rosary, and it has become an 
important experience of prayer 
for me—and I desire to share 
it with everyone. As Mary ex-
plained the chaplet to the chil-
dren, she told them that every-
one experiences suffering and 
trials in life—but too often we 
spend all our time and energy 
trying to avoid them, or com-
plaining to God that He has 
abandoned us in allowing us 
to experience such difficulties. 
But the Blessed Mother re-
minded the children of Kibeho 
that suffering is the means by 
which we grow closer to God; 
suffering is not something to 
be avoided at all costs, but 
rather to be united with the 
sufferings of Jesus and Mary, 
His Mother. Everything we 
suffer, whether caused by our 
own actions or thrust upon us 
as a result of someone else’s 
actions, is an opportunity for 
us to grow in our union with 
Jesus and Mary. Whatever our 
suffering, it pales in compari-

son with the suffering they ac-
cepted to bring about our sal-
vation.

Mary shared with the vision-
aries that this special prayer 
of union with the suffering of 
Jesus and Mary was a power-
ful tool to help us in our own 
lives: not only to draw closer 
to them by uniting our suffer-
ings with theirs, but also the 
prayer was a way to help us 
overcome even the most ha-
bitual of sins—sins we have 
tried for years to overcome. 
She also spoke, as often does, 
of how our prayer must not be 
just words, but must be spoken 
from the heart and with mean-
ing—or else they are empty 
words.

During the pilgrimage, I did 
discover why I had been called 
to make this journey to Kibe-
ho: to be renewed in my own 
prayer life; to recognize the 
role of suffering in life (includ-
ing the voluntary penances we 
take on)—but none of it for 
me alone, but for the people to 
whom I minister.  How can I 
minister to God’s people un-
less I myself am a man of true, 
authentic prayer, who willing-
ly and often unites his life and 
struggles with those of Jesus 
and Mary?”

You can learn much about 
the Messages of Our Lady of 
Kibeho and of the experience 
of Immaculee Ilibagiza by 
reading her books: Our Lady 
of Kibeho, and Left to Tell.

Immaculee is coming to 
Mount Saint Mary’s College 
on June 24-25, 2016 (spon-
sored by St. Francis Xavier 
Parish). Please watch The Wit-
ness and the parish website 
(www.stfxcc.org) for informa-
tion about the weekend event 
in celebration of the Year of 
Mercy.

(Father John F. Bateman is 
pastor of St. Francis Xavier 
Parish in Gettysburg.) 

veloped such a tender love for 
Mary that they simply called 
her “mama.”  

As news of the apparitions 
spread throughout the small 
country, tens of thousands of 
people began coming to the 
small Kibeho school to witness 
the apparitions and listen to 
the one-sided conversation be-
tween the girls and the Blessed 
Mother (because the crowds 
could only hear the words of 
the girls; they would supply 
the other half of the conversa-
tions when they emerged from 
their trance-like state of ec-
stasy). 

Anathalie recalled that when 
Mary appeared they were 
filled with the most intense 
joy and peace—and as long 
as the vision lasted nothing 
around them was clear or ob-
vious—unless Mary pointed it 
out to them. For example, very 
often Mary would point out to 
the girls the many people who 
gathered around them to wit-
ness the apparitions; but when 
they looked about, they saw 
not people, but flowers. Some 
flowers were vibrant and col-
orful, others were wilting, 
while still others were nearly 
dead. Mary often asked the 
girls to go to a nearby stream 
to fetch water, which Mary 
would bless and ask the girls 
to “water my flowers.” Mary 
would insist that they focus 
most especially on the “dying 
flowers” because they were the 
ones most in need of her bless-
ing. It became obvious that 
Mary was revealing to the girls 
the state of people’s souls and 
sprinkling her blessing upon 
them to help them become 
spiritually strong and vibrant 
once again.

Mary enjoyed very much 
when the girls would sing to 

COURTESY OF FATHER JOHN BATEMAN
Father John Bateman, pastor of St. Francis Xavier Parish in Get-
tysburg, greets Anathalie Mukamazimpaka, one of the vision-
aries of Our Lady of the Word, and Immaculee Ilibagiza, who 
survived the Rwandan Genocide in 1994, outside the school in 
Kibeho where the apparitions took place.

A statue of Our Lady of Kibeho, Mother of the Word, inside the 
shrine of Kibeho. She appeared to girls of the school in 1981.




