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When an aide suggested Pope Francis offer to fly 
some Syrian refugees back to Rome with him, the 
pope said he agreed immediately because it was “an 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit.”

In the end, he said, 12 Syrians – members of three 
families, including six children – had all the neces-
sary papers from the Greek and Italian governments 
in time to fly with the pope April 16.

The fact that the 12 are all Muslims did not enter 
into the equation, the pope said. “I gave priority to 
children of God.”

Two Christian families originally had been on the 
Vatican’s list, too, he said, but their papers were not 
ready in time.

Spending about half an hour answering reporters’ 
questions, Pope Francis insisted his visit to Greece 
with Orthodox leaders was not about criticizing a 
recent agreement between the European Union and 
Turkey to return to Turkey those entering EU terri-
tory without legal permission.

“What I saw today and what you saw in that refugee 
camp – it makes you weep,” the pope told reporters.

“Look what I brought to show you,” the pope told 
them. He held up some of the drawings the children 
in the camp had given him. “Look at this,” he said, 
“this one saw a child drown.”

“Really, today is a day to weep,” he said. Holding 
up another picture, he pointed to the top and said, 
“The sun is crying. If the sun is able to cry, we should 
be able to shed at least one tear” for those children 

who will carry the memory of suffering with them.
Asked specifically about immigration to the United 

States and how it relates to what he had called a “ca-
tastrophe,” Pope Francis insisted “it’s a global prob-
lem” and that Central Americans fleeing poverty and 
violence also deserve the world’s concern and assis-
tance.

On other questions during the inflight news confer-
ence:

Pope Francis confirmed he had met U.S. Senator 

Bernie Sanders that morning as the pope was leav-
ing his residence. Sanders and other participants at a 
Vatican conference were staying in the Domus Sanc-
tae Marthae, where the pope lives.

“It was polite” for Sanders, who knew when the 
pope was leaving, to go downstairs to greet him, the 
pope said. “If someone thinks greeting someone is to 
get involved in politics, I recommend he see a psy-
chiatrist.”

‘It Makes You Weep,’ Pope Says of Refugees

More REFUGEES, page 14

Father Michael Grab, pastor 
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in 
Enola, confirms Grace O’Sullivan 
during a solemn Mass on April 
24 that also commemorated the 
90th anniversary of the parish. 
The parish’s anniversary theme is 
“Remembering Our Past, Cele-
brating Our Present, and Looking 
forward to Our Future.”

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
is home to some 2,800 people 
in 1,200 households. The active 
parish has more than 40 different 
organizations.

“Our parish is a very eclectic 
community, with members of 
various backgrounds and eth-
nicities,” Father Grab told The 
Catholic Witness. “Our parish has 
grown through the faithfulness 
and generosity of parishioners 
and pastors over these 90 years.”

(See page 2 for coverage.)

Our Lady of Lourdes in Enola Remembers Past,  
Looks to Future in 90th Anniversary Celerbation

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Grace O’Sullivan is anointed by Father Michael Grab as her Confirmation sponsor, Stacie O’Sullivan, offers her support.
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At Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in 
Enola, the parish’s 90th anniver-

sary celebration is all about remember-
ing the faithfulness of the people who 
have worked to make the parish the 
thriving community that it is today.

More than a century ago, Enola was 
a mission outpost of the Catholic faith, 
although the town is located just a few 
miles from the Cathedral Parish of St. 
Patrick in Harrisburg, just across the 
Susquehanna River.

In the early 1900s, the pastor of St. 
Ann Parish in Steelton frequented 
Enola to offer pastoral care to the Ital-
ian Catholics who worked in the yards 
of the Pennsylvania Railroad. Enola was a flag 
station of the railroad, and it eventually drew 
people to the area. 

Soon, priests from the Cathedral Parish began 
celebrating Sunday Masses for the Catholics in 
Enola, and in 1925, the Dominican Nuns of the 
Perpetual Rosary established a cloistered mon-
astery there. (The nuns would move to their 
present location in Lancaster in 1952.) Catho-
lics attended Mass in the monastery’s small 
chapel.

When it became evident that the chapel was 
too small to accommodate the increasing num-
ber of Catholic faithful, Bishop Philip McDe-
vitt established Our Lady of Lourdes Parish on 
April 28, 1926.

Construction of the first church there began in 
1927, and it was dedicated on Sept. 18 of that 
year by Bishop McDevitt. Despite the Great 
Depression, the parishioners worked and sacri-
ficed to pay for their church.

In the early 1950s, the mission churches of 
Our Lady of Good Counsel in Marysville and 
St. Bernadette in Duncannon were established 
from Our Lady of Lourdes; Our Lady of Good 
Counsel became a parish in 1956, with St. Ber-
nadette as its mission.

Some 35 years ago, as the increasing num-

‘Remembering Our Past, Celebrating Our Present, Looking Forward to Our Future’

Our Lady of 
Lourdes Parish 
in Enola Marks 
90th Anniversary

bers of parishioners of Our Lady of Lourdes be-
gan to outgrow the church, a family donated its 
land for the new church, and the worship site is 
now located on Salt Road.

Today, Our Lady of Lourdes Parish is home 
to some 2,800 people in 1,200 households. The 
active parish has more than 40 different organi-
zations.

“Our parish is a very eclectic community, 
with members of various backgrounds and 
ethnicities,” Father Michael Grab, pastor, told 
The Catholic Witness. “Our parish has grown 
through the faithfulness and generosity of pa-
rishioners and pastors over these 90 years.”

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish marked its anni-
versary with a Mass celebrated by Father Grab 
on April 24, during which he Confirmed some 
25 of the parish’s young men and women.

“Our theme for this anniversary year is ‘Re-
membering Our Past, Celebrating Our Present, 
and Looking forward to Our Future,’” Father 
Grab remarked.  “We are certainly the recipients 
of the faithfulness of the people who have pre-
ceded us, and that’s what this 90th celebration is 
all about – recognizing their dedication, faith-
fulness and generosity.” 

Top: The Blessed 
Virgin Mary is given 
a place of honor 
at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Church in 
Enola, where the 
congregation  
gathered on April 
24 for the parish’s 
90th anniversary 
Mass and the  
Confirmation 
ceremony for a 
number of its young 
people.
Middle: Father 
Michael Grab,  
pastor of Our Lady 
of Lourdes Parish 
in Enola, celebrates 
Mass April 24, the 
fifth Sunday of 
Easter.
Left: Kaitlyn Badali, 
who received the  
Sacrament of 
Confirmation during 
Mass, joins in the 
recessional.
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By Dr. Mark A. Totaro
Special to The Witness

The grand jury report detailing child 
sexual abuse going back decades in the Di-
ocese of Altoona-Johnstown was shocking 
and heartbreaking. Even more alarming is 
that the tragedy of child sexual abuse to-
day infiltrates every part of society.

No institution is more acutely aware of 
the harm, pain and anger caused by child 
sexual abuse than the Roman Catholic 
Church. The Church has repeatedly ac-
knowledged its mistakes and its role in the 
ongoing suffering experienced by survi-
vors and their loved ones.

The Church also has made great strides 
in protecting children and helping sur-
vivors find healing. In 2002, the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops issued 
its Charter to Protect Youth and Young 
People. Many of the reporting and train-
ing requirements passed into state law in 
the past few years were included in the 
Charter and adopted by Catholic dioceses 
across Pennsylvania.

Those child protection measures in-
clude:

• A zero-tolerance policy in all Catholic 
dioceses for clergy, employees and volun-
teers accused of sexual misconduct with 
children.

• Requiring Church officials to report 

Catholic Church Has Made Great Strides in Protecting 
Children from Abuse and Helping Survivors Find Healing

To report suspected abuse of a minor,  
call the toll free PA Child Abuse Hotline at:

1-800-932-0313.

To report suspected abuse of a  
minor by a church official,  

employee or volunteer, also please  
call the diocesan toll free hotline at:

1-800-626-1608
or email:  

ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org

For more information, visit  
www.HbgDiocese.org/safeyouth

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Deacon Larry Sutton of Pittsburgh, a licensed psychologist, author and the 
Director of Pre-Theology Formation at St. Vincent Seminary in Latrobe, Pa., 
offers a presentation on Autism and how to engage and accommodate 
children with Autism into the classroom. The Diocese of Harrisburg hosted a 
conference on formation of children with Autism and other disabilities on April 23 
at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Deacon Larry Sutton’s ministry with chil-
dren with Autism began because of his re-
sponse to a social justice issue.

Shortly after he was ordained a deacon 
in the Diocese of Pittsburgh in 1999, he 
learned that two youth – one in his home 
parish and one in the parish to which he was 
assigned – were turned away from receiv-
ing their first Holy Communion because of 
their disability, despite completing a year of 
preparation for the sacrament.

“The social justice aspect of the situa-
tion,” he said, spurred him, as a professional 
psychologist who had worked with children 
with Autism in his career, to find a way to 
properly prepare these children to receive 
the sacraments. Eventually, he adapted the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh’s curriculum to in-
corporate methods for catechists to help the 
children understand the material presented 
in class. 

The lessons he adapted for accommodat-
ing the children eventually became a curric-
ulum of its own in the Diocese of Pittsburgh, 
and were incorporated into his book, How 
to Welcome, Include and Catechize Children 
with Autism and Other Special Needs.  

Deacon Sutton was one of two present-
ers at a recent conference in the Diocese of 
Harrisburg, “Partners in Faith Formation of 
Children with Autism and Other Disabili-
ties,” where he spoke about Autism Spec-
trum Disorder, the challenges that children 
with Autism and their families face in the 
parish and catechetical setting, and strate-
gies for engaging individuals with Autism 
and other developmental disabilities in the 
classroom. 

The conference was sponsored by the Di-
ocesan Office of Ministry with People with 
Disabilities, and drew several dozen parish 
leaders, teachers, catechists and other inter-
ested individuals for the program, held April 
23 at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harris-
burg. Paul Gallagher of Loyola Press joined 
Deacon Sutton as a presenter, and offered 
a demonstration on the “Adaptive Finding 
God Program,” a curriculum for children in 
grades 1 through 8.

In an interview with The Catholic Wit-
ness, Deacon Sutton explained that Autism 
is a neuro-developmental disorder that im-
pacts the individual’s ability to communi-
cate with others in understanding words and 
using language. Autism also affects a per-
son’s ability to recognize social cues, and 

Conference Draws Partners in Faith for Education of Children with Autism

involves behavioral responses, including 
repetitive behavior or responses to sensory 
stimulants.

According to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol, currently 1 in 68 children has Autism.

“I get really concerned when I hear par-
ishes say that they don’t have anyone who is 
Autistic in their congregation,” Deacon Sut-
ton remarked. 

“Churches need to be accommodating, 
they need to understand, they need to be 
pastoral,” he said. When a priest or deacon 
sees certain behaviors, they need to explain 
to parishioners what it means.

For example, consider how you might 
describe your feeling of happiness if you 
didn’t have the words to express it, he of-
fered.

“Maybe you become excited when you 
see the light come through the window, or 
when the candles flicker. Maybe the music 
coming from the organ is just so beautiful 
that you keep on singing, even though the 
music has stopped,” he said. “You might 
make noises or do what I refer to as ‘stim-
ming’: flapping your hands, running your 
fingers up and down in front of your eyes.”

When a parish leader understands that 
these responses are due to Autism and can 
educate the congregation about the disor-
der, it benefits the child, the child’s family 

and the entire congregation, Deacon Sutton 
noted. 

“Not only is Autism not something for 
the people in the pews to be scared of, it’s 
something to rejoice in, to recognize that an 
individual is so comfortable in this particu-
lar setting that they would respond,” he said.

Deacon Sutton said that the biggest chal-
lenge that individuals with Autism and their 
families face in being part of parish life is a 
concern about how to approach the pastor, 
or how to “fit in” to parish life.

“Oftentimes, they feel isolated because 
– even though 1 in 68 children has Autism 
– it seems that they’re alone in it, and they 
don’t know how to approach people and talk 
about developmental disorders,” Deacon 
Sutton said. 

In his presentations during the diocesan 
conference, Deacon Sutton spoke of the 
Church’s response to people with Autism, 
and the requirements established by the 
United States Bishops for an individual to 
receive the Eucharist or to be confirmed.

“Most people don’t recognize that all that 
is required for a baptized individual who 
wants to receive the Eucharist is to be able 
to tell the difference between the host and 
Christ. With Confirmation, the baptized 
individual only needs to wish to be con-
firmed,” he said. Now of course, we’re go-

ing to want to prepare them as well as we 
can, and they deserve that education.”

“There was a time when people would 
say, ‘These are God’s special people, they 
don’t need to go to catechism, they don’t 
need to know the specifics about the Church 
because God has already accepted them 
into Heaven,’” Deacon Sutton observed. “I 
would argue that they have a right to learn 
about it. What I have learned about work-
ing with Autism in a clinical perspective 
is that a lot of times how these individuals 
process information slows with regards to 
how much they can take at a time. So a lot 
of what they learn early may take a little bit 
longer, but they can become full members 
of the Church after a little bit of a different 
method to teach and prepare them.”

Deacon Sutton has witnessed this first-
hand in his parish, where he adapted a cur-
riculum to work with children with Autism 
to receive the sacraments. A highlight of that 
method involves inviting teenagers to teach 
the youth, because he found that a child with 
Autism responds exponentially better to a 
person who is closer to their own age.

“When I would have my parish teens be-
gin to teach the children individual lessons 
and work with them as mentors, I found that 
the kids were learning pretty rapidly, not 
just about the lesson, but also socialization 
skills,” he relayed. “It became a very im-
portant ministry not just for me, but for the 
parish. It’s a way of continuing the teenag-
ers’ catechesis as they discover the gifts they 
have in communicating and in being role 
models. The teens’ parents come so they can 
watch how effective they are, and relation-
ships develop between the teen mentors and 
the students with Autism. The families of 
the children with Autism are attending Mass 
every week, they’re becoming involved in 
the life of the parish because they see that 
their children are being welcomed and ac-
commodated.”

And it all started because of Deacon Sut-
ton’s reaction to a social justice issue he felt 
strongly about: that everybody should have 
the right to receive and to be prepared to re-
ceive the sacraments. 

“We have a responsibility to present infor-
mation to anyone with a disability. As well 
as they’re able, they have a right to learn and 
to understand,” he said. “This work is all 
about meaningful inclusion of all the mem-
bers of our Church community. Yes, it takes 
a tremendous amount of work from our pas-
tors and parish leaders, but isn’t that what 
we’re here for?” 

any allegation immediately and directly to 
the proper law enforcement agency.

• Permanent removal from ministry of 
clergy for any credible allegation of mis-
conduct.

• Complete background checks for all 
adults who interact with children, includ-
ing clergy, employees and volunteers.

• Training for all adults who interact 
with children through the church regard-
ing how to keep children and young people 
safe from sexual abuse, how to recognize 
the signs of abuse and how to report abuse.

The efforts of Catholic dioceses to pro-
tect children often go beyond what is re-

quired under Pennsylvania law. In 2013, 
state lawmakers strengthened the state’s 
child protection laws, including the man-
datory reporting requirements, in response 
to the Jerry Sandusky case and following 
a yearlong study by the legislative Task 
Force on Child Protection.

The sex-abuse scandal involving Jerry 
Sandusky, the Penn State assistant football 
coach, showed that child sexual abuse is 
a societal problem, not a Catholic prob-
lem. Nearly every day, there is a report of 
a school teacher, coach or employee ac-
cused of sexual misconduct with students. 
Newspaper stories report cases ranging 

from sexual or romantic dialogue to “sex-
ual, indecent, romantic or erotic contact 
with the child or student.”

This illustrates that every organization 
needs to improve on how children in our 
care are protected.

In addition to protecting children, the 
Catholic Church has resolved to provide 
the resources necessary to help survivors 
and family members in the healing pro-
cess. Those efforts include compassionate 
professional counseling for survivors and 
families; referrals for outpatient therapy; 
pastoral support and counseling and re-
lated psychiatric services; and eliminating 
obstacles for treatment for survivors, in-
cluding financial assistance for childcare, 
education assistance and transportation.

The Catholic dioceses often reach out 
to survivors and routinely publicize pro-
grams for survivors. We encourage anyone 
who has been abused to report that abuse 
to the toll-free Pennsylvania Childline 
number at 800-932-0313.

We pray that society learns from the 
sins committed in the past and proactively 
establishes programs, policies and proce-
dures to prevent child sexual abuse in the 
future. 

(Dr. Mark A. Totaro, PhD, is the Victim 
Assistance Coordinator in the Office of 
Youth Protection for the Harrisburg Dio-
cese.)
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Jim Gontis

Good News!
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC

Special to The Witness

Some time ago, I was living in a convent with very thin walls. I often 
mused over the fact that I knew the moment when my “neighbor” got into 
bed because of the muffled creak of bed springs. 

One night, after my neighbor heard the creak of my bed 
springs, there was a gentle tap on my door. Grunting, I got 
out of bed and answered it. There 
stood the Sister who slept next to me, 
smiling ear to ear with an expression 
of utter amazement and excitement. 
“Hey! Did you hear the good news?” 
“No!” I replied. “Mary said, ‘YES!’” 
Grunting and rolling my eyes, I said, 
“Thanks a lot!” We both giggled be-
cause the next day was the Feast of 
the Annunciation.

Good news. GOOD NEWS. Whenever I hear that saying, I think not only 
of Sister Arlene but also what Jesus told the apostles: “Go into the whole 
world and proclaim the good news to all creation” (Mk. 16:15). I often won-
der what this “good news” business specifically was and why it was so at-
tractive to the people of that time. What made grown men and women leave 
what they knew and follow Christ? What gave the hundreds of men and 
women strength down the centuries to undergo torture and martyrdom?

In the Bull of Indiction of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy1 Pope Fran-
cis sheds some light on this. In this document, he declares: “In the parables 
devoted to mercy, Jesus reveals the nature of God as that of a Father who 
never gives up until he has forgiven the wrong and overcome rejection with 
compassion and mercy. We know these parables well, three in particular: 
the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the father with two sons (cf. Lk 15:1-32). 
In these parables, God is always presented as full of joy, especially when he 
pardons. In them we find the core of the Gospel and of our faith, because 
mercy is presented as a force that overcomes everything, filling the heart 
with love and bringing consolation through pardon.”

Please re-read that saying again. This time, read it s l o w l y and let the 
words seep into your being.

… Jesus revels the nature of God … This is the good news of hope – Jesus 
walked, talked and worked on earth. By his life, he exhibits how to live as 
a human; a creature made in the image of God who has a home in heaven 
because we are a child of the Father.    … a Father who never gives up until 
he has forgiven the wrong … This is the good news of promise – the Lord 
seeks us out and pours grace into our soul in order for a change of heart to 
occur. He eagerly waits for us to respond. Can’t you hear Jesus saying to 
you, “I thirst” for your love, your devotion; YOU!  

… overcome rejection with compassion and mercy … This is the good 
news of truth – the Lord never tires of holding out His love to us. It is Satan 
who condemns and binds us to the lie and deception that what we have done 
is wrong and unforgiveable.  

… God is always presented as full of joy, especially when he pardons … 
This is the good news of peace – Jesus came to reconcile and restore our 
friendship with God. It is the kind of joy that makes one entire being sing 
God’s praises. When we experience this kind of joy, we shout with Mary, 
“My being proclaims the greatness of the Lord. My spirit rejoices in God, 
my Savior!”

So, with a smile that extends ear to ear, I can now ask you, “Hey! Did you 
hear the good news?” “You are loved by your Heavenly Father and your sins 
are forgiven!”  

1 http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/
papa-francesco_bolla_20150411_misericordiae-vultus.html    

(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network 
Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Forma-
tion for Wives in the Diaconate Program. An educator for 29 years, she is 
responsible for Professional Development Programs for every age learner. 
Through her presentations, she challenges her audiences to be the indi-
vidual God has called them to be.)

Let Us Commence!
By Jim Gontis

Special to The Witness 

Ever heard someone say the following? “I was baptized and had Confirmation,...
and I didn’t get nothin’ out of it,” followed up with, “I’m not buying what they’re 
selling.” Well, it’s a free country, but if I didn’t get anything out of “it,” it is not the 
fault of Baptism or Confirmation or the Catholic faith. It is not 
the fault of the sacraments, or of the teachings of the Church. It 
can, however, be a result of my “failure 
to launch.” 

At some point, I must look at myself 
and ask, “Have I really tried to learn and 
live my faith? Do I really want to know 
and love Jesus? Do I gulp down all the 
negative banter so frequently said about 
the Church, without thinking about the 
immense good that is Catholicism?” De-
spite the countless failures and sins from 
all her members, it is still, after all, the one and only Church that 
Jesus began and will continue to be with until the end of time.  

Could the problem be that that I didn’t persevere, that I didn’t stick with the pro-
gram? Is that ever an acceptable excuse at work, at school, in sports, or in marriage 
and parenting?  

God initiates the spiritual life, and we can do no good without His grace. But we 
are called to cooperate with His grace. We must not be passive observers in this 
drama if we desire everlasting happiness.  

Baptisms, Confirmations, First Communions…they are not intended to be end-
ing points, but beginnings. Take marriage, for instance. We are coming to big mar-
riage months, June brides and all. It is meant to celebrate new life wherein a man 
and a woman give themselves over totally to each other, becoming one flesh, faith-
ful, until death, and open in every instance of the marital act to the possibility of 
new life. Is the “destination wedding” a beach, or in front of Jesus in the Eucharist? 
Is the marriage witnessed by the sunset or by the Son? And the wedding is just the 
beginning.

By now you have guessed that sacraments are on my mind. This is the time of 
year when parishes are busy with Confirmations and First Communions. Elemen-
tary children, high schoolers, and college students will be graduating. But the sac-
raments, like high school graduation, are not meant to be “the end,” but rather a 
commencement, a new beginning.  

That’s an analogy that we might get some mileage out of regarding the sacra-
ments. Graduations are commencements. Something is ending, and what is ending, 
for good or for ill, is significant. You can leave high school, but high school never 
completely leaves you. But what is more significant is what is beginning, namely 
the rest of our lives; as Paul Harvey would have said, “the rest of the story.” But 
the sacraments are more than that, and better. They are not simply a new phase of 
life, but life itself.  

For this life to bear good fruit, it entails dying. “Unless a grain of wheat falls to 
the ground and dies…” In this, too, I think there is a parallel to graduation. There 
is a sort of dying, is there not? When you graduate from high school, down deep 
you know that once the diplomas have been granted, the mortarboards tossed to the 
wind, and the graduation parties ended, there will be some, perhaps many, people 
that you have shared the last four, six, perhaps 12 or 13 years with, that you won’t 
see again….maybe ever in this life. But you prepare for new beginnings. For many 
it will be college, for others the military, for others a blue-collar job, and for many, 
not far down the road, marriage and children.  

This is true of the sacramental life, too. It is true of the Church. In Baptism there 
is an ending, that is, death in and with Christ and a dying to the life of sin. There 
is also a beginning…the new and risen life in Christ Jesus. We are plunged, and 
sin is expunged. It is no secret to anyone with eyes to see that many have fallen 
prey to a common misconception that Baptism may be put off indefinitely with no 
harm, or that we should wait until the child decides whether or not he or she desires 
Baptism. Funny, but we don’t use that criterion to decide whether to provide milk 
to our babies. Why, then, are we so blithe to deprive them of the life-giving nectar 
of life in Christ?

Confirmation means “strengthening.” What are strengthened are the graces first 
given to us by God in Baptism. So, sanctifying grace is increased. This is the grace 
we must be in when we die, in order to go to Heaven. It strengthens divine filiation. 
In Confirmation, God increases in us the supernatural virtues of faith, hope and 
charity, which we first receive in Baptism. Further, the Holy Spirit gives Himself in 
fuller measure, along with His seven-fold gifts.

How many parents have made a Faustian bargain with their kids, that if they just 
“get through Confirmation” they can stop going to religious instruction, and far too 
often are allowed, as eighth graders, or at least by the latter years of high school, to 
decide whether or not to go to Mass?  

How is this not an abdication of parental responsibility? Our children have just 
been given a strengthening grace to be, as we used to say, and perhaps still should, 
“soldiers for Christ,” so that they can be true witnesses to Christ in a world that is 
hostile to Him.  

Speaking of new beginnings, every time we make an honest sacramental Con-
fession of our sins and receive absolution from the priest, our sins are destroyed 
by the Blood of the Lamb. Why go to Confession at all to a priest? Because Jesus 
instituted the Sacrament of Confession on that first Easter night, when He said to 
the Apostles, the first priests and bishops of the New Covenant, “Whose sins you 
forgive are forgiven them and whose sins you retain are retained” [John 20:23]. 
There is no sin too big, there is no collection of sins too many for God’s mercy. 
We are finite. God and His mercy are infinite. But we must avail ourselves of His 
mercy. He will not force His gifts upon us.

And the summit, the culmination, the Alpha and Omega of all that is true and 
good and beautiful in the world is the Eucharist. How’s that? Because it’s com-
pletely, literally, physically, spiritually Jesus, true God and true man. Who says 
the Eucharist is Jesus and Jesus is God? God does. Where’s that? It’s in the Bible, 
in Matthew 26, Mark 14, Luke 22, Luke 24, John 1, John 6, Acts 2, I Corinthians 
15….and a whole lot of other places. What difference does it make? It makes all 
the difference in the world. To fall deeply in love with Jesus in the Eucharist and 
to persevere in the sacramental life with focus and resolve will make saints of us. 
Let us commence!

(Jim Gontis the Director of the Diocesan Department for Religious Education.)
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Witness History:
A Look Back at  

50 Years of Photos
The week of his 90th birthday, 
retired Bishop George Leech 
administered the Sacrament of 
Confirmation to his  
grand-niece, Moira Smith, shown 
in this photo by Charlie Blahusch 
that appeared in the May, 23, 1980, 
edition. Moira, the daughter of Dr. 
and Mrs. Henry Smith of  
Wilkes-Barre, took the Confirmation 
name of Bridget, and was sponsored 
by her sister, Bethann. During the 
ceremony, which took place in the 
chapel of the Diocesan Center in 
Harrisburg, the bishop told family 
members gathered: “He came to her 
first in baptism. Now he comes in 
another sacrament to complete, as  
it were, that holy process whereby 
she becomes a true child of God  
with the right to inherit one  
day the joy unbounded and the  
bliss unspeakable, which we  
call Heaven.”

Though I dislike cooking myself, lately 
I’ve made this recipe and froze it for a quick 
meal or snack. It is from my Mother’s Potato 
Pancake recipe, but I found a great use for all 
those zucchini this time of year.

Also, we ate these pancakes for Lenten 
meals. My father liked canned peaches or 
applesauce with them. We children liked jelly 
on them, which I still like. Today, my friends 
like sour cream on them. A piece of sausage 
with them is good, too. 

Editor’s Note:
We saved this recipe for the start of garden-

ing season. Time to think about what great 
fresh vegetables you and your family will plant 
for the summer. Please submit to The Catholic 
Witness your favorite summer recipes! Send 
them via e-mail to witness@hbgdiocese.org, 
or via standard mail at 4800 Union Deposit 
Road, Harrisburg PA, 17111.

By Anne McGuire
Special to The Witness

A couple years ago, I lived with my friend Jenna*, who 
often prayed outside a local abortion facility. During her vis-
its, she frequently saw a man who escorted women into the 
facility. Although Jenna didn’t initially speak with him, they 
eventually found themselves standing next to each other 
during their respective “shifts.” Upon arrival, she would ask 
him how he was: 

Eventually the pleasantries evolved into bigger conversa-
tions – never to do with abortion, though. We just talked 
about his passion for YouTube, visiting his friends on vaca-
tions, our jobs, etc. I even ended up learning his childhood 
nickname and when his birthday was.

He usually took a pause from his duties as an escort for 
a coffee break, so on his birthday, I offered to go get it for 
him… I just wanted to get a guy coffee for his birthday.

I remember when I asked him, he looked kind of shell-
shocked, as though he were thinking, “Wait a minute; you’re 
not supposed to want to do that…”

I was reminded of Jenna’s story by Pope Francis’ recent 
apostolic exhortation The Joy of Love (Amoris Laetitia). In 
it, the Holy Father explains, “Love opens our eyes and en-
ables us to see, beyond all else, the great worth of a human 
being” (AL 128).

Jenna’s encounter with this man illustrates the heart of the 
Gospel of Life. We are created to behold all people with the 
gaze of Christ, loving them for their own sake. Remember-
ing that St. John Paul II called us to a “civilization of love 
and life” (EV 27), we recognize that this gaze is meant for 
each and every person. Pope Francis also reminds us that 
Jesus “never failed to show compassion and closeness to the 
frailty of individuals” who had fallen (AL 38). 

We are all in need of God’s mercy, and we are all called to 
show Christ’s compassion to others – including people with 

whom we disagree on life issues. Doing so does not under-
mine our efforts to protect lives. Each human being has “a 
place in God’s heart from all eternity” (AL 168), and love 
for everyone is foundational to our pro-life efforts. 

In a homily at the Chapel of Santa Marta, Pope Francis 
spoke about “the God of surprises” (October 13, 2014). Fol-
lowing in Christ’s footsteps, let us seek to be God’s people 
of surprises – like Jenna was for this man on his birthday. 
Instead of being hostile or defensive, may our efforts to pro-
mote respect and protection for all human life reflect “a love 
that constantly opens doors” (AL 108).

*Name changed to protect privacy.
(Anne McGuire is Assistant Director of Education and 

Outreach for the USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities. 
To learn more about the bishops’ pro-life activities, visit 
www.usccb.org/prolife. The Life Issues Forum is a bi-weekly 
column by the USCCB’s Pro-Life Secretariat staff address-
ing the latest issues on the culture of life.)

Life Issues Forum
Surprised by Coffee
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By David Agren 
Catholic News Service

Archbishop Christophe Pierre 
represented the Vatican in Mexico 
for nearly a decade, a time defined 
by a drug war, a delicate period of 
domestic politics and the election 
of a pope whose pastoral approach 
and Church vision appears at odds 
with many in the Mexican Catholic 
hierarchy. 

Archbishop Pierre won an impor-
tant reform for the Church on reli-
gious liberty, which moved Mexico 
further away from its anti-clerical 
past. He became known for work-
ing behind the scenes and acting 
discreetly in a country where Church 
and state were estranged until 1992.

“He had to navigate a very dif-
ficult political environment,” said 
Pablo Mijangos Gonzalez, a histo-
rian at the Center for Research and 
Teaching in Economics in Mexico 
City. “He was a very diplomatic nun-
cio, who did not create unnecessary 
antagonisms for the Catholic Church 
and avoided distractions and media 
scandals.”

Mijangos Gonzalez added that 
Archbishop Pierre “was one of the 
various ecclesiastical actors involved 
in the [religious freedom] reform” 
and will likely assume a similar role 
in the United States.

Archbishop Pierre, 70, brings 
a low-key approach to the United 
States, where issues such as religious 

New Nuncio Worked in Mexico 
during a Difficult Period

CNS/MARIO ARMAS, REUTERS
Archbishop Christophe Pierre, apostolic nuncio to Mexico since 2007, has 
been appointed the new apostolic nuncio to the United States. Archbishop 
Pierre is pictured during a press conference regarding the visit of Pope 
Benedict XVI in Leon, Mexico, in this March 19, 2012, file photo. 

‘Ready to Listen 
and Learn’

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service

Archbishop Christophe Pierre, the new nun-
cio to the United States, said he is ready to learn 
about the Catholic Church in the country and 
will try his best to be Pope Francis’ emissary, 
particularly in promoting a church that is close 
to those who suffer.

The archbishop, who had a private meeting 
at the Vatican with Pope Francis April 21, gave 
interviews the next day to the English and the 
Italian programs of Vatican Radio.

The 70-year-old French native has been in the 
Vatican diplomatic corps for almost 40 years 
and said a nuncio’s job is to help the pope fulfill 
his ministry of building up the local churches, 
respecting their diversity, while keeping them 
united with the universal Church.

“The difficulty or the challenge,” he said, is 
“to listen, to be careful about what’s going on, to 
understand, to exercise dialogue – I think that’s 
very important – to discover the beauty, the rich-
ness of the culture of the people, the way the 
people live [and] to help the inculturation of the 
Gospel in a particular culture.”

At the same time, he said, a nuncio’s mission 
is “to help the pope understand – the pope and 
those that work with him – to understand what’s 
going on.”

“The richness of the Catholic Church,” Arch-
bishop Pierre said, comes from that combination 
of valuing peoples and cultures and their local 
expressions of faith while being united univer-
sally.

The archbishop told Vatican Radio’s English 
program, “I’m quite excited – sometimes fear-
ful,” about leaving Mexico and going to the 
United States. He said his reaction was “Oh” 
when the pope told him of his new assignment 
“because it’s such a big country, such a big his-
tory, but you know I’m trustful in God and very, 
very grateful for this mission which is given to 
me.”

“I know I have to learn in the same way that 
when I arrived in Mexico nine years ago I had to 
learn a lot and I’m still learning, so I’m sure that 
during this year the American people – particu-
larly the bishops, the priests, the religious, the 
laypeople – will be my teachers,” he said. “I’m 
ready to learn.”

The first mission the pope gives his nuncios, 
and the whole Church, obviously is to proclaim 
the Gospel, he said. Next there is “the way the 
pope wants us and the Church to be close to peo-
ple, especially those who suffer, the poor. This is 
also what I’ve perceived in what he has told me 
and I will try my best to be a faithful emissary 
of the pope.”

Speaking to the Italian program, Archbishop 
Pierre said being nuncio to the United States is 
“an enormous, difficult” ministry, but he is ready 
to take up the task. “The first thing is to learn, 
to listen, and I think that one of the qualities the 
pope asks of us is to be able to listen and not go 
in with preconceived ideas.”

Immaculee Ilibagiza is a Rwandan Genocide survivor, author and Catholic 
witness for the power of forgiveness and mercy.

Kathleen McCarthy is a Catholic radio broadcaster, author and lay evangelist 

A Weekend of Healing and Hope with  
Immaculee Ilibagiza and Kathleen McCarthy

June 24-26, 2016
Mount St. Mary’s University, Emmitsburg, MD

Two beloved Servants of Christ will share His one  
message of forgiveness, mercy, healing and hope.

for the power of God’s healing and merciful love. 
Immaculee will be the retreat leader Friday through Saturday, and Kathleen 

will lead Saturday and Sunday. 
The retreat is being sponsored by the Evangelization and Stewardship Com-

mittee of St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg. The retreat will include Con-
fessions, a healing service, celebration of Mass, overnight Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament, music ministry and prayer teams. 

Participants can register as a commuter or as an overnight guest. For reg-
istration forms, visit www.aliveinthespirit.net or contact Kathy Reid at  
kathyreid57@hotmail.com. 

freedom are priorities for Catholics. 
He must work with bishops believed 
to be not entirely on board with the 
pope’s plans for the Church – some-
thing he struggled with in Mexico.

Earlier this year, the country’s 
most senior Catholic leader, Mexico 
City Cardinal Norberto Rivera, al-
lowed an editorial in an archdiocesan 
publication to pose the question, 
“Who gave the pope bad advice?” It 
alluded to the February papal tour, 
in which Pope Francis told Mexican 
bishops to “stop resting on their 
laurels” and start speaking out on 
social issues and vices such as drug 
violence, which has claimed more 

than 100,000 lives 
since late 2006.

Pope Francis also 
called for increased 
closeness between 
Mexican and U.S. 
bishops’ confer-
ences – an issue 
Archbishop Pierre 
is in a position to 
address, though 
some observers 
see him as one of 
the bishops being 
admonished by the 
pope in the speech.

“The pope’s 
message at the 
cathedral had the 
nuncio as some 
sort of ghost ad-
dressee,” said 
Rodolfo Soriano 
Nunez, a Catholic 
sociologist, who 
saw the nuncio’s 
continued presence 
as untenable in the 
aftermath of the 

Archdiocese of Mexico City edito-
rial. “He has been here for more than 
eight years.”

Additionally, Nunez said the 
nuncio acted somewhat slowly in 
cases of sexual abuse by priests and 
removing bishops who responded 
improperly to such allegations. He 
also did not arrange meetings with 
victims during visits by Popes Bene-
dict XVI and Francis.

Archbishop Pierre was appointed 
apostolic nuncio in 2007 during the 
early days of the country’s crack-
down on drug cartels and organized 
crime. He leaves as Mexico returns 
to an authoritarian-style of politics 
common during the days of one-par-
ty rule, when the Church was unable 
to speak out on social and political 
issues and was expected to fall into 
line behind the government.

In perhaps his most media-covered 
act, he celebrated Mass in 2014 at the 
Ayotzinapa teacher training school 
for the families of the 43 missing 
and presumably murdered students – 
whose case has not been championed 
by the Church and has caused grief 
for the image-conscious Mexican 
government, which has tried to dis-
credit outside experts reviewing the 
oft-questioned official investigation.

The next nuncio “needs to be very 
cautious about his relationship with 
the current government,” Nunez said.

“The nuncio] also needs to have 
some weight of his own in Rome to 
be perceived not only as the rep-
resentative of the pope, but also as 
being close to him,” Nunez added. 
“The Mexican bishops have become 
used to jumping on a plane to do 
their own dealings at the Curia.”
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By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

With a blend of spiritually-en-
riching music and old fashioned 
Christian apologetics, Catholic 
musician and evangelist John 
Michael Talbot performed at St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Church, 
Mechanicsburg, on a perfect 
spring evening, April 18. With 
more than 800 faithful, includ-
ing parishioners from numerous 
other parishes along with a few 
dozen Protestant followers, Tal-
bot led those gathered in heartfelt 
responsorial singings of many 
of his treasured tunes, including 
Healer of My Soul and I Surren-
der. 

Moreover, he also spoke to the 
heart of what he feels is ailing the 
Catholic Church today. 

All Things  
Are Possible  

With God

Born in 1954 in Oklahoma City, 
he was raised in the Method-
ist faith. He dropped out of high 
school at age 15 to start a career as 
a country folk-rock singer with his 
brother, Terry. There’s no missing 
his folk-rock roots, which are still 
harmonizing 37 years later. 

Today, he counts more 50 al-
bums with more than 4 million 
sales to his credit, and he has pub-
lished numerous books on living a 
simple yet profound life. He told 
the faithful that as Americans “we 
allow possessions to possess us.” 

“I asked God what I was sup-
posed to do,” he said, “and God 
said, ‘Play your music and I will 
open and shut doors.’”

In 1978, he became inspired by 
the life of St. Francis of Assisi and 
converted to Catholicism soon af-
ter. He founded the Brothers and 
Sisters of Charity at Little Portion 
Hermitage in Arkansas, which is a 
monastic community dedicated to 

prayer and ministry. He also min-
isters out of St. Clare Monastery in 
Houston, TX. In 2014, he started a 
TV series: All Things Are Possible 
with God, which airs weekly on 
The Church Channel. 

“The Catholic Church has nearly 
died in recent years,” Talbot said. 
“But God is raising us to new life 
in Christ if we will but accept it. 
We are rebuilding the Church one 
parish at a time and renewing one 
life at a time!”

In the middle of his performance 
at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Talbot 
spoke and touched on three points 
where he feels the Church can do 
better. The first, of course, is sing-
ing and the choice of music in the 
liturgy. Not only do Catholics not 
sing loudly and enthusiastically, 
he noted, the selection of music by 
pastors and musician is “stale and 
not alive.” 

Secondly, he urged all Catholics 
to actively listen to their pastor’s 

homilies, no matter how bad they 
might be. Give eye contact, nod or 
shake your head, but be engaged, 
was his advice. Pastors should, he 
said, work at delivering homilies 
with a dynamic voice that shares 
stories. “Tell stories,” he urged, “it 
works.” 

And lastly, but most importantly, 
show up. Citing that only 17 per-
cent of Catholics actively practice 
their faith in the U.S., the great-
est truth is that “Jesus shows up at 
every Mass, every day, all hours.” 
Catholics should well attend Mass, 
where they will meet Christ alive 
and present in the Eucharist.  

To close the deeply spiritual 
evening, Talbot called upon Msgr. 
William King, pastor, and Deacon 
David Hall — who has been in-
spired by this legendary musician 
for more than 30 years - to come 
up on the stage to share a moment 
of grace and unity.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Faithful pray together at the conclusion of a spiritual performance by John Michael Talbot.

Evangelist John Michael Talbot

Sixteen years after breaking ground 
for what was then known as Blessed 
Katharine Drexel Parish in Mechan-
icsburg, parishioners of the com-
munity celebrated the burning of its 
$871,299.98 mortgage.

The parish was formally established 
by then-Bishop William Keeler on July 
14, 1988, with Father James O’Brien 
as founding pastor. Bishop Keeler and 
Father O’Brien celebrated the parish’s 
first Mass that summer in the Silver 
Spring Fire Hall.

St. John Paul II beatified Mother 
Katharine Drexel on Nov. 20, 1988, and 
the following day granted Bishop Kee-
ler’s request that the Mechanicsburg 
parish be the first in the world named 
in honor of Blessed Katharine Drexel.  
    The parish broke ground for its church 
in June of 1990, and the first Mass was 
celebrated there by Father O’Brien on 
May 4, 1991. Bishop Nicholas Dattilo 
dedicated the church on Sept. 8 of that 
year.

When St. John Paul II canonized St. 
Katharine Drexel on Oct. 1, 2000, the 
parish changed its name to reflect the 
canonization of the new saint.

In conjunction with the burning of the 
mortgage on April 24, the parish com-
munity gathered for a Mass of Thanks-
giving for the 50th anniversary of the or-
dination of Father O’Brien, who is now 
retired from active ministry.

St. Katharine Drexel Parish Burns Mortgage

Father Kenneth Smith, pastor of St. Katharine Drexel Parish 
in Mechanicsburg, lights incense to illustrate the burning of 
the parish mortgage during Mass celebrated on April 24.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Rising incense signifying the burning of the mortgage flanks 
an image of the Holy Spirit.
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By Chris Heisey
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Every spring, Our Mother of 
Perpetual Help School in Ephrata 
celebrates a Vocations Day in which 
they invite clergy and religious to 
share their vocation stories with 
students in Kindergarten through 8th 
Grade. More than a dozen guests of-
fered their joys of their vocations as 
well as the real life experiences they 
have experienced answering God’s 
call to serve the Church.

After beginning the day, Apr. 25, 
with Holy Mass, the students were 
visited in their classrooms by the 
priests and sisters representing sev-
eral orders. In the afternoon, students 
gathered in the Church to hear Re-
demptorist Father Matthew Allman, 
Father Brian Wayne, diocesan voca-
tions director and Christian Charity 
Sister Geralyn Schmidt discussed 
ways students can listen for and fol-
low God’s call in their lives. 

The day culminated with a spir-
ited playing of “The Family Feud” 
competition led by Father Wayne and 
Sister Geralyn. 

Vocations Day Celebrated In Ephrata 

In preparation for the school’s Vocations Day, students contributed to a small grotto that included ribbons of prayers. This 
exercise was designed to remind students to turn to Mary with the knots that have occurred in their lives. The students were 
urged to allow Mary, the Undoer of Knots, to untie their knots, which can inhibit grace.

Above: Father Donald Bender, parochial vicar, Saint Patrick 
Church, Carlisle, and graduate of Our Mother of Perpetual Help, 
Ephrata, talks to fifth graders about his memories of the school.
Left: Reflections of the Blessed Mother and Christ are etched in 
the church’s windows during Holy Mass.
Below: The school’s mission: Children Believing, Believing in 
Children is proudly displayed at the school’s entrance.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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MERIT FINALIST AND STATE CHAMPS: Three diocesan 
high school students enjoyed a luncheon with Bishop Ronald Gainer 
on April 14 at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg as the diocese 
honored the trio for their academic and athletic successes. The bishop 
congratulated National Merit Scholar Finalist Grace Ringlein of Lan-
caster Catholic High School, four-time State Diving Champion Brad-
ley Buchter of Trinity High School in Camp Hill, and State Wrestling 
Champion Cole Nye of Bishop McDevitt High School in Harrisburg.

The event combined the traditions of honoring National Merit 
Scholar Finalists and State Champions with a luncheon with the bish-
op.

Cole, Grace and Bradley are shown from left, with Bishop Gainer 
and Father Edward Quinlan, Diocesan Secretary of Education.

“This gathering of students truly exemplifies the purpose of a Cath-
olic education, which is to form the whole person, mind, body and 
spirit,” said Bishop Gainer. 

Ringlein ranks first in her graduating class this year at Lancaster 
Catholic. In addition to her National Merit Scholar Finalist award, she 
has earned diverse recognitions ranging from the Pennsylvania Gov-
ernor’s School for the Sciences, PMEA District Band and the North 
Museum Science and Engineering Fairs in 2012 and 2013. As an art-
ist, her work has been honored by Lancaster County Young Artists, 
the Diocesan Council of Catholic Women and the Diocese of Harris-
burg for designing a Christmas card for Bishop Gainer this past year.

Buchter, a senior at Trinity, has gone undefeated throughout his 
high school career, and is a four-time District III and State Diving 
Champion. In addition, he is a part of the High School Business Soci-
ety that organizes Toys for Tots campaigns. Academic honors include 
consistent high academic recognitions and membership in the Math 
Honors Society. 

Nye, a junior at Bishop McDevitt, won the school’s first ever state 
wrestling title when he won the championship match at 220 lbs. He 
is active in the Contra Mundum club at school that fosters Catholic 
values in young men. He has achieved academic recognition every 
marking period this academic year.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS 

RAY TYO SCHOLARS: The Diocesan Department for Catholic Schools honored 
on April 18 a number of Catholic high school students who have been awarded the 
Ray Tyo St. Ferdinand Scholarship. The scholarship was founded by Mr. Ray Tyo in 
gratitude for his Catholic education. It is made available to students who graduate 
from a Catholic high school in the diocese and who wish to attend a Catholic col-
lege or university. The Foundation presently provides a scholarship of $1,000 per 
semester for four years of undergraduate study. Applications are made available to 
the guidance offices of the Catholic highs schools in the diocese in the fall, and the 
school nominates the students for the scholarship to the Foundation Board.

This year’s awardees are shown with Father Edward J. Quinlan, Diocesan Secre-
tary for Education, at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg. In the front row, from 
left, are Brittney Lahr of Our Lady of Lourdes Regional School in Coal Township, 
Kaitlyn Gardner of Lebanon Catholic School, Caitlyn Kambouroglos of Lancaster 
Catholic High School and Evan Karli of Trinity High School in Camp Hill.

Back row from left are Hannah Deppen of Trinity High School in Camp Hill, Joe 
Ferguson of Bishop McDevitt High School in Harrisburg, Frankie Brezina of Lan-
caster Catholic High School, Carolyn Ciccocioppo of Bishop McDevitt High School, 
and Dylan Hartlaub of Delone Catholic High School in McSherrystown.

FAITH BEE: The Annual 
Diocesan Faith Bee hosted by 
the Department for Religious 
Education, took place April 7 at 
the Cardinal Keeler Center in 
Harrisburg, and brought to-
gether seventh and eighth grade 
parishioners of the diocese, 
including Catholic school stu-
dents, parish religious educa-
tion students and home-school 
students. Winners at the parish 
level move on the diocesan 
contest, where the young people 
demonstrate their knowledge of 
the Catholic faith.

This year’s winner is Connor Coyle, 
middle, from St. Joseph Parish in Me-
chanicsburg. Second place went to 
Emma Sieger, left, of St. Catherine La-

SPEECH CONTEST: At the dio-
cese’s annual Speech Contest, sponsored 
by the Department for Catholic Schools, 
middle school students demonstrated 
their abilities in persuasion speeches on 
an event they would have liked to wit-
ness, and on interpretations of selections 
from plays, poetry, fiction or non-fiction. 
Awards were given for first, second and 
third place, and two honorable mentions 
for each category, presented April 15 at 
the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg.

This year’s place winners are, front row 
from left, Grace Petrick and Laura Hilk-
ert from St. Joseph School in Danville, 
honorable mention for duo interpretation; 
Nellie Phillips from St. Francis Xavier 
School in Gettysburg, third place for oral 
interpretation; Savannah Telemeco from 
Corpus Christi School in Chambersburg, 
honorable mention for oral interpreta-
tion; and Erika Brotzen from Holy Name 
of Jesus School in Harrisburg, first place 
for persuasion.

Second row from left are Hannah Ar-
nold and Grace Wert from Seven Sorrows 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary School in 
Middletown, first place for duo interpretation; Laura 
Killen and Angela Warriner from St. Joseph School 
in Danville, third place for duo interpretation; Alaina 
Zeager from Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary School in Middletown, first place in oral inter-
pretation; and Maria DeFrancesco from St. Patrick 
School in Carlisle, third place in persuasion.

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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bouré Parish in Harrisburg, and third 
place was awarded to John Gontis, right, 
of Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Harris-
burg.

Back row from left are Danny Sautter and Andrew 
Warthen from St. Francis Xavier School in Gettys-
burg, honorable mention for duo interpretation; Pey-
ton Stakem and Katie McNamara from Holy Name 
of Jesus School in Harrisburg, second place for duo 
interpretation; Lucy Winn from St. Patrick School 
in Carlisle, honorable mention for oral interpreta-

tion; Avery Keys from St. Patrick School in Carlisle, 
second place for oral interpretation; Jack Guerrisi of 
Holy Name of Jesus School in Harrisburg for second 
place in persuasion; Julia Sallusti from St. Joan of 
Arc School in Hershey, honorable mention in per-
suasion; and Lucy Cooper-Silvis from St. Patrick 
School in Carlisle, honorable mention in persuasion.
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CNS/PAUL HARING
Pope Francis meets refugees at the Moria refugee camp on the island of Lesbos, Greece, 
April 16.

The pope was asked to settle 
debate about his postsynodal ap-
ostolic exhortation on the family 
and whether the document opened 
new possibilities for divorced and 
civilly remarried Catholics to re-
ceive Communion under some cir-
cumstances.

“I could say, ‘Yes. Period,’ 
but that would be too short a re-
sponse,” the pope said. “I recom-
mend everyone read the presenta-
tion made by Cardinal [Christoph] 
Schonborn” at the Vatican news 
conference presenting the docu-
ment. The cardinal, archbishop 
of Vienna, had said the document 

Refugees
Continued from 1

CNS/JOSE LUIS AGUIRRE, CATHOLIC SAN FRANCISCO
Abby Johnson, a former Planned Parenthood 
employee of the year who has become an 
outspoken pro-life advocate, is pictured in a 2011 
photo. Johnson told Georgetown University students 
April 20 that even the most strident abortion provider 
can have a change of heart. 

By Richard Szczepanowski 
Catholic News Service

Abby Johnson, the former Planned Parenthood em-
ployee of the year who has become an outspoken pro-
life advocate, told Georgetown University students 
April 20 that even the most strident abortion provider 
can have a change of heart.

“I’m standing in front of you today as a testament 
to the power of conversion. No one is beyond the 
power of conversion. No one is beyond the power of 
Christ,” Johnson said.

Her address – attended by nearly 100 people – 
came just hours after a controversial lecture on the 
Jesuit campus by Cecile Richards, the president of 
Planned Parenthood.

Noting that the president of the largest abortion pro-
vider was invited to speak at the Catholic university, 
Johnson said, “I keep thinking, I keep believing and 
I have faith that one day instead of me standing here 
speaking on defending the sanctity of human life, it 
will be Cecile Richards standing here.”

Michael Khan, a sophomore at Georgetown and 
president of the university’s right-to-life chapter, 
criticized Georgetown University’s defense of hav-
ing Richards deliver a lecture on campus as an issue 
of academic freedom and free speech.

“Cecile Richards is not an academic. She is an ac-
tivist,” he told the Catholic Standard, newspaper of 
the Washington Archdiocese. “Even if you believe in 
open dialogue [on the issue of abortion], she brings 
noting substantive to the table. I am disappointed in 
Georgetown’s leadership for allowing her [Richards] 
to speak unchallenged.”

When Richards’ appearance was announced in 
early March, university officials said the issue was a 
matter of “sustaining a forum for the free exchange 
of ideas ... even when those ideas may be difficult, 
controversial or objectionable to some.”

Johnson’s talk in the campus’ Dahlgren Chapel was 
part of a “Life Week” offered at the university in re-
sponse to Richards’ appearance on the campus. “Life 
Week” events also included a talk on pro-life issues 
at the end of life, a panel discussion on life affirm-
ing alternatives to Planned Parenthood and a Mass 
for Life celebrated by Washington Cardinal Donald 
W. Wuerl.

Johnson, a former Planned Parenthood clinic di-
rector in Texas, is the mother of five, including one 
adopted son. She is a convert to Catholicism and is a 
natural family planning instructor.

Without directly mentioning Richards’ appearance 
on the Georgetown campus, Johnson noted that she 
herself was recruited to work for Planned Parenthood 
when representatives came to her college campus. 
She said that she was raised in a pro-life home but 
believed what Planned Parenthood recruiters told 
her because “I was an easy target for them because 
I knew nothing about the organization.” “I was told 
that Planned Parenthood was the only place where 
low-income women could get health care,” she said. 
“Planned Parenthood told me that pro-lifers are good 
people, but they are misguided because they would 
cause women to have back-alley abortions.”

Johnson worked for the organization in Texas for 
eight years, eventually becoming a clinic director 

Former Planned Parenthood Official  
Tells Students about Abortion’s Reality

who was named employee of the year in April 2009.
She said, “I have no silver bullet answer” as to why 

she continued to work for the organization after it be-
came obvious to her that it was more interested in 
performing abortions than providing health care to 
women.

“It was one justification after another, one rational-
ization after another,” she said. “When you are im-
mersed in that lifestyle, when you are immersed in 
that evil, you literally become numb to it.”

Johnson said that in 2009, she began to question her 
work at the abortion facility when “I noticed changes 
in how we treated the underinsured and uninsured 
women we were supposed care about.”

She recalled that in preparing a budget for the fiscal 
year, she was told to double the number of abortions 
her clinic provided.

“I always thought we [Planned Parenthood] were 
about reducing abortions,” she said.

Pointing out that there are 700 Planned Parent-
hood centers across the United States, she said “you 
can walk into any Planned Parenthood facility for an 
abortion and the protocol is the same.”

She said, “We bring the woman in and lay her on 
the table and start the sedation right away so that the 
physician does not have to talk to the woman – and 
we really don’t want her to know what we are doing.”

An ultrasound is performed before any abortion, 
Johnson said, “to see how far along she is so we could 
know what to charge her.”

“Ultrasound exposes the lie of abortion and that 
is another reason we sedate the women – we don’t 
want them to pop their head up and see that,” Johnson 
added.

The fetus, she said, is referred to as POC, for “prod-
uct of conception.” Once the abortion is complete, 
she said, “the sucked-out tissue is brought to a lab 
and put in a baking dish and someone makes sure all 
the body parts are accounted for.”

She said that the body parts and then thrown in a 
bag and at the end of the day all of the aborted fe-
tus remains are placed in a freezer – jokingly called 
a “nursery” for later pickup by a biohazard removal 
company.

“Our goal was to have women on the table, off the 
table with the abortion completed in five minutes,” 
Johnson said. She added that abortion providers do 
not want to talk to the women because that would 
take up time and “the doctors are paid by the number 
of abortions [they perform] and not by the hour.”

Her own disillusion began when she was pregnant 
with her own daughter and continued to participate in 
providing abortions.

“My baby was a baby because she was wanted,” 
Johnson said, adding that the Planned Parenthood 
mentality is, “If a baby is unwanted, it magically be-
comes just tissue – easily discarded and easily thrown 
away.”

She said, “The most frequently asked question [by 
women about to have an abortion] is, ‘Will my baby 
feel this?’ and we tell them, ‘No.’”

“We were given a script with answers to tough 
questions,” Johnson said. “I had to believe the lie be-
cause believing anything else would have been much 
too difficult.”

Johnson said watching an abortion on ultrasound 

was what made her decide to quit.
    “I remember watching the suction tube going into 

the uterus and I could see it getting closer and closer 
to the side of a 13-week-old baby. When it touched 
his side, he jumped,” she said. “He began flailing his 
arms and legs as if trying to move away, but there was 
nowhere to go.”

“As bad as it was seeing a baby dismembered, the 
worse part was that when I had the opportunity to 
intervene, to do something, I just stood there. I did 
nothing,” Johnson added.

After it was over, she said, “I looked at my hands 
and thought, ‘These hands that held my baby as she 
nursed, these hands that comforted my baby when 
she was upset – these hands just took a life.’”

It was then, Johnson said, “I realized I’d been lied 
to by Planned Parenthood, but worse than that, I lied 
to so many women … I looked them in the face and 
lied. I hate lying.”

After leaving Planned Parenthood she thought, 
“What do I say? ‘I’m sorry’ doesn’t seem like enough.” 
Johnson founded the “And Then There Were None” 
organization three years ago to help others leave the 
abortion industry. She said originally her aim was to 
help about 10 people quit the industry each year, but 
in last three years, she has help 218 people – includ-
ing six abortion doctors – to leave.

“My goal is not just to make abortion illegal, my 
goal is to make abortion unthinkable so that a woman 
never again darkens the door of an abortion facility or 
ever thinks that taking the life of an innocent human 
being is acceptable,” Johnson said.

represented “true innovations, but 
no break” with Church tradition.

Still, the pope said, much of the 
news media focused so much on 
the question of Communion for 
the divorced that they skewed the 
public’s perception of the 2014 
and 2015 meetings of the Synod 
of Bishops.

“Since I’m not a saint, this an-
noyed me and then saddened me,” 
the pope said. “Don’t they under-
stand that the family throughout 
the world is in crisis?”

“The family is the foundation of 
society,” Pope Francis said. The 
great problems include a reluc-
tance by young people to marry, 
extremely low birth rates in Eu-
rope, unemployment, poverty – 
“those are the big problems.”
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By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service

Dive into the world’s problems with 
courage and help people turn their lives 
of desolation into abundance and hope, 
Pope Francis said.

“You must take life as it comes. It’s 
like being the goalie in soccer – grab 
the ball wherever they kick it,” he told 
people gathered in a Rome park for an 
Earth Day event.

“We must not be afraid of life, afraid 
of conflict,” he said April 24, because it 
is only by confronting challenges head-
on and together that they can be solved.

Making a surprise late afternoon visit 
to Rome’s Villa Borghese park, the pope 
spoke to more than 3,000 people attend-
ing a four-day event sponsored by the 
Focolare Movement and Earth Day Italy.

In conjunction with the celebration 
of Earth Day April 22, the Focolare 
Movement tried to create a “village” in 
the park in the center of Rome to pro-
mote ways for people to live together 
in friendship and solidarity and with re-
spect for the environment.

After listening to some of the speak-
ers talk about their experiences helping 
others, Pope Francis said their work was 
a “miracle” in which they helped trans-
form “deserts into forests.”

The arid, lifeless world of the desert 
can be found “in all of our hearts,” in cit-
ies, on the margins of society and even 
in exclusive, gated communities – “it’s 
terrible, the desert is there, too,” he said.

“But we must not be afraid to go into 
the desert in order to transform it into 
a forest,” bringing about abundant life, 
even if it is a bit “messy.”

“But that’s the way life is,” he said.
The only way to understand the 

world’s problems – and feel compas-
sion – is to get close to those in need, 
the pope said.

‘It’s a risk, but it is also an opportu-
nity, for me and for the person I draw 
near to.”

Helping others must be “free” without 
expecting anything in return, he said. 
The Christian sense of “gratuity” is not 
to be forgotten “in this world where it 
seems if you don’t pay, you can’t live.”

Instead of people being the focus of 
the economy and the world, “they have 
been driven out and we have a beautiful 
god, the god of money at the center” of 
it all, he said.

Pope Francis praised the Focolare 
Movement’s work in Italy to help people 
who are addicted to gaming machines. 

“In Buenos Aires, I saw elderly women 
who would go to the bank to cash their 
pension check and then immediately go 
to the casino,” he recalled.

He asked that everyone complete “an 
assignment” as they return home: to no-
tice people’s faces as they walk down 
the street.

Some people will look withdrawn or 
worried, he said. They are missing “a 
smile, tenderness” because they lack a 
kind of friendship or fellowship among 
people in the community.

Creating a remedy for the lack of fel-
lowship requires the generosity, respect 
and courage to come together, to work 
out problems and to forgive, he said, 
no matter what people’s background or 
religion is. “We all have something in 
common; we are all human.”

Dive into World’s Problems with Courage, 
Pope Says at Earth Day Event

By Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service

Happiness “is not an ‘app’ that you can 
download on your phones nor will the lat-
est update help you become free and great 
in loving,” Pope Francis told thousands of 
teenagers. 

Youth from around the world flocked to 
Rome for a special Year of Mercy event 
for teens aged 13-16. The celebrations be-
gan April 23 with confessions in St. Pe-
ter’s Square.

The pope caught many off guard as he 
made an unannounced visit to the square. 
After greeting several people, he placed 
a purple stole over his shoulders and sat 
down, joining more than 150 priests offer-
ing the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, Vati-
can spokesman, said the pope “listened 
to the confessions of 16 boys and girls,” 
spending more than an hour in the square.

Celebrating Mass with the young people 
April 24, the pope told them true freedom 
is priceless and comes from making the 
courageous decision to do good and not 
from the mediocre belief that happiness 
can be easily obtained through worldly 
possessions and fashion. 

A person’s happiness “has no price and 
cannot be bought,” the pope told them 
during the Mass in St. Peter’s Square.

Gray clouds looming over St. Peter’s 
Square did little to deter an estimated 
100,000 young teens and pilgrims from 

When it Comes to Happiness,  
There’s No App for That, Pope Tells Teens

CNS/L’OSSERVATORE ROMANO, REUTERS 
Pope Francis hears confession of a youth April 23 in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican. 

attending the final Mass of the jubilee cel-
ebration. 

In his homily, the pope encouraged the 
youths to carry out the “enormous respon-
sibility” entrusted to the disciples by Jesus 
in the Sunday Gospel reading: “By this 
everyone will know that you are my dis-

ciples, if you have love for one another.”
Love, he said, is the “only valid ‘docu-

ment’ identifying us as Christians” and the 
only path to happiness.

True love is free “without being posses-
sive” of people or worldly things, he said. 
“There is always a temptation to let our 
affections be tainted by an instinctive de-
sire to take, to have what we find pleasing; 
our consumerist culture reinforces this 
tendency. Yet when we hold on too tightly 
to something, it fades, it dies and then we 
feel confused, empty inside,” he said. 

The freedom that comes from love, he 
continued, does not come from “doing 
whatever you want,” which only makes 
people “self-centered and aloof,” but is a 
gift that comes from “being able to choose 
good.”

“Be skeptical about people who want 
to make you believe that you are only im-
portant if you act tough like the heroes in 
films or if you wear the latest fashions. 
Your happiness has no price; it cannot be 
bought,” the pope stressed. 

The first day of the celebration ended 
late April 23 with music and testimonies 
at Rome’s Olympic Stadium for an esti-
mated 70,000 youth. In a video message 

CNS/TONY GENTILE, REUTERS
A boy wears a mock miter before Pope Francis arrives April 24 to celebrate a 
Mass for the Youth Jubilee in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican. 

played at the rally, Pope Francis compared 
the absence of Jesus in one’s life to being 
somewhere without a cellphone signal so 
it is impossible to connect with each other. 

“Just remember that if Jesus is not 
in your life, it is as though there was no 
signal,” he said. “Let’s always place our-
selves where we have the signal: the fam-
ily, the parish, the school, because in this 
world we will always have something to 
say that is good and true.”

The youths had made a pilgrimage to 
the Holy Door at St. Peter’s Basilica, and 
the pope told them, “Do not forget that the 
door is the encounter with Christ, who in-
troduces us to the Father who asks us to be 
merciful as he is merciful.”

Reminding them of the importance of 
simple gestures in carrying out works 
of mercy, the pope said that to be merci-
ful with others, one must first be able to 
forgive. Resentments or the desire for re-
venge are like a worm that “eats away at 
the soul and does not allow us to be hap-
py,” he said. 

“Let us forgive and forget the wrong 
done to us; in this way we can understand 
the teaching of Jesus and be his disciples 
and witnesses of mercy,” he said.
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The names of the following de-
ceased persons have been submitted 
by their parishes. Please remember 
in your prayers the happy repose of 
these recently departed souls and the 
consolation of their loved ones.

ABBOTTSTOWN – Immaculate 
Heart of Mary: Ruth Sharff.

BERWICK – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: George Curry,  
Mildred Vought, Clara Zwolinski.

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: 
Richard J. Cuti.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: 
Blanche Atchley, Andrew Croftcheck, 
Sr.

COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady of 
Hope: Michael Snyder.

COLUMBIA – Holy Trinity: Ed-
ward Fitzpatrick, Kenneth Kurjiaka.

DALLASTOWN – St. Joseph: 
Filmore “Butch” Billet, Jerome Keller, 
Gerald T. McComas, Patricia Mel-
linger, Dean Norris, Jeanne M. Saylor, 
Lance Williams.

DANVILLE – St. Joseph: Eugene 
Doran.

ELIZABETHTOWN – St. Peter: 
Jane Redcay, Rosemary Steiner, John 
Zubeck.

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis 
Xavier: Mary Heckenluber, Linda 
Keller, John Moffett, Willard “Wayne” 
Wilson. 

HARRISBURG – St. Catherine 
Labouré: Mary Zuvich.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: 
Assunta M. Agresto, Anthony  
Bellezza.

KULPMONT – Holy Angels: 
Nicholas Kolar.

LEBANON – Assumption BVM: 
Clara E. DiScullio, Thomas J. Edkin, 
Dorothy Fox, Donald Griffith, James 
Kendall, Kathleen Leisey, Robert 
Palkovic, Carmine Petroziello, Edward 
Troain.  

McSHERRSYTOWN –  
Annunciation BVM: JoAnn Neiderer, 
Paul M. Kaehler.

Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in May during 
the past 25 years:

Father Gerard Heim, 1991
Msgr. George Lentocha, 1997
Father John Smith, 1999
Msgr. Hubert J. McGuire, 2003
Father John Campion, 2010
Father Richard P. Waldron, 2011
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden, 

2013.

MECHANICSBURG – St. Joseph: 
Heather Bendel, Chris Chayback, 
Patricia Moose, Margaret Norman, 
Michael Snyder, June Storm,  
Philomena Swank, Oscar Tuason; St. 
Katharine Drexel: Joan Croteau.

MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows 
BVM: William Harman, Alexandra 
Laird.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine 
Redeemer: Joseph A. Fiamoncini, Carl 
E. Minnier.

NEW OXFORD – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Florence Koch.

ROARING CREEK – Our Lady of 
Mercy: John Turofski.

ROHRERSTOWN – St. Leo the 
Great: Frank J. Hinnenkamp, Ann M. 
Lyter.

SUNBURY – St. Monica: Anna L. 
Lee.

WAYNESBORO – St. Andrew: 
Elnore Fogarty, John Itell.

WILLIAMSTOWN – Sacred Heart 
of Jesus: Margaret M. Kachniasz.

YORK – Immaculate Conception 
BVM: Sara Miller, Hebe Paz, Roy 
Sanders; St. Joseph: Mildred  
Boldizar, Elinor Nessly; St. Patrick: 
Joseph Hunter, Cadence Olivia Turner; 
St. Rose of Lima: Robert Steinkamp.

Just Ducky in Carlisle
For the past several years, a female duck has build a nest, laid eggs and 

hatched ducklings in the outdoor reading garden at St. Patrick School in Car-
lisle. Because the garden is open at the top but surrounded on all four sides 
by the school building, the ducklings must be lead through the school and out 
into the open.  

When the ducklings were ready to move on earlier this month, St. Patrick’s 
fifth-grade class helped to direct them to a wetland area on school property. 

The Father Andrew Fontanella Reading Garden, where the ducklings spend 
the beginning of their journey, was recently recognized by the National Wild-
life Federation, America’s oldest wildlife conservation and education orga-
nization, for its Certified Wildlife Habitat through its Garden for Wildlife 
program. That honor was the result of work by long time volunteers and unof-
ficial caretakers of the garden; Kathy, Jim and Cullen Shaulis. 

York Catholic Students Inspired  
to Give Back to the Community 

During their study of Lyndon Johnson’s War on Poverty, York Catholic 
High School students completed a project that helped them better understand 
what it is like to suffer under economic problems and poverty. The project 
required students to write journal entries about poverty in America, reform 
laws to help solve major issues facing the nation, compare the War on Poverty 
to the recent recession and economic troubles, and develop a plan to run their 
own poverty drive.  

Andrew Downing, the teacher who coordinated the project, said, “The proj-
ect gave the students an opportunity to understand the needs of many Ameri-
cans and the ever present problem of poverty.” 

Each student also donated ten non-perishable food items to the Catholic 
Harvest Food Pantry in York. By the completion of the project, the social 
studies students donated over 600 items to the pantry.  

Several Diocesan Sports Legends  
returning for Delone Catholic Fundraisers

Young Tom Sterner was a member of the Championship of the Universe 
basketball team, the Diocese of Harrisburg’s championship team, in 1969 at 
St. Vincent de Paul School in Hanover. After St. Vincent he continued his 
education at Delone Catholic High School in McSherrystown. Mr.  Sterner 
earned his bachelor’s degree from Millersville University in 1978 and Mas-
ter’s from Temple in 1990. Today he lives in Orlando with his wife Marcia 
and daughters Malorie and Paige where he works at the University of Central 
Florida  as the Men’s Basketball Director of Program Development. 

Before joining UCF, Mr. Sterner spent the previous 25 years working on the 
coaching staffs of the NBA’s Orlando Magic, Golden State Warriors, Dallas 
Mavericks, Philadelphia 76ers and Toronto Raptors.   

Coach Sterner is returning to town on May 14 to speak at the 10th  John 
Gastley Scholarship Foundation Dinner Raffle. The foundation’s theme this 
year is finding balance in academics and athletics. It promises to be a great 
evening, tickets are $100, which include entry for two people, dinner, drinks, 
and one entry into the $5,000 grand prize drawing (need not be present to 
win). Tickets can be purchased by contacting www.gastleyfoundation.com, 
or through Delone Catholic High School at 717-637-5968.

Another member of that Championship of the Universe team was a young 
Pat Flaherty, a Delone Catholic graduate,  who is now the Offensive Line 
Coach of the NFL San Francisco 49ers.

Before joining the 49ers, Coach Flaherty spent 12 years accumulating a 
couple of Super Bowl rings with the New York Giants. 

Coach Flaherty returns to Delone on June 26 to repeat a youth football clin-
ic. You can see the top young athletes from south central PA and north central 
Maryland at his Mason Dixon Linemen’s Clinic.  More information is avail-
able at www.gastleyfoundation.com, or through Delone at 717-637-5968.

Another individual on that same Championship of the Universe team was 
John Gabriel, longtime NBA coach and current NBA executive. The John 
Gastley Scholarship Foundation will hold its golf outing August 6th at Flat-
bush Golf Course,  Littlestown.  The four- year tuition scholarship which the 
foundation awards each year goes to a young person from an area Catholic 
parish. Catholic school attendance is not necessary, but must be active in their 
parish. Outreach and consciousness beyond self are the traits the foundation 
wishes to reward, and those values and characteristics are expected to carry 
through their years at Delone. The foundation has awarded seven students 
thus far. 
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Spiritual Offerings

On May 1, Sacred Heart of Jesus Church (Parish 
Center - 1031 Sprenkle Rd.) in Spring Grove is holding a Memo-
rial Service for Preborn and Infant loss at 1 p.m. in the Parish 
Center. If your family has lost a child due to miscarriage, stillbirth, 
abortion, or infant death, please join us for the Memorial Service 
for the Unborn. A light social will be held following the service.

All active and auxiliary members of the Legion 
of Mary are cordially invited to make their consecration to the 
Blessed Mother at the Acies Ceremony (Latin for an army as-
sembled in battle array).  St. Monica Church in Sunbury will host 
the ceremony on Sunday, May 1 at 2 p.m. Father Fred Wangwe 
will lead the ceremony, which will consist of the Most Holy Rosary 
and the Legion Prayers, an individual and a collective consecra-
tion, and Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament.  

Mass with prayers for healing will be celebrated 
Tuesday, May 3 at 7p.m. at St. Theresa Church, New Cumberland. 
Father Anthonly Dill, JCL will be the celebrant. The mass is spon-
sored by Pilgrims of Praise and Life in the Spirit Prayer groups. 
For more information, call Mary Ann at 717-564-7709 or Loretta at 
717-737-7551.

Fundraisers and Events
You are cordially invited to a festive and enjoy-

able afternoon of ethnic food, music, cultural dances, 
theme basket raffles, silent auction and more on Sunday, May 22 
at 12:30 p.m. at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Abbottstown. 
Featured guest emcee is Marty Rotela, a Grammy nominee singer, 
composer and evangelist. This event will help raise funds for much 
needed medicines and basic supplies that Father Marcoe and 
members of the mission group will take to Jamaica in early Octo-
ber. The festival committee will appreciate donations of food and 
items for the silent auction. Contact Luz Socrates at 717-873-3650 
or luzvsoc@hotmail.com.

St. Anne School in Lancaster will hold a special 
“sneak peek” of Kindergarten on Wednesday, May 25 
from 9-10:30 a.m. at St. Anne School, 108 E. Liberty St., Lancast-
er. The morning will include stories in the library, a scavenger hunt 
in the classroom, a snack in the cafeteria and even an opportunity 
to sit in a real school bus! For any kindergarten student and parent 
interested in attending, please contact St. Anne School at 717-394-
6711 or email Mrs. Suzanne Wood, principal, at woodsuzanne@
stannelancaster.org.

St. Anne School in Lancaster will hold its first-
ever Designer Bag Bingo on Sunday, May 15 at the 
Knights of Columbus on New Danville Pike. Designers include 
Coach, Michael Kors, Dooney & Bourke, Kate Spade and many 
others. The afternoon will include a 50/50, door prizes, great raffles 
and delicious food! Doors open at noon and bingo begins at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $20 in advance; $25 at the door. For more information 
or to purchase tickets, contact Stephanie Aponte at 717-286-7449 
or sdaponte83@yahoo.com.

St. Anne School in Lancaster will host a Golf 
Tournament on Friday, May 6 at Crossgates Golf Course, 
Millersville. Registration and lunch begin at 11:30 a.m., shotgun 
start at 12:30 p.m. and dinner to follow at 6 p.m. This event is rain 
or shine. For more information, contact Russ Hobson at 420-510-
9305 or russell_hobson@cargill.com. The benefit will help student 
scholarships and technology expenses.

Strike it rich this spring at Lebanon  
 Catholic School’s $10,000 Gold Rush Cash Give-
away…$5,000 grand prize plus $5,000 in additional prizes will 
be awarded with a minimum cash prize of $250. Save the date 
for Saturday, May 14. The event kicks off at 7 p.m. in the LC 
gymnasium with hot buffet, beverages, 10 cash prizes and live 
entertainment. Music by Galbraith, Briody & Friends. Must be 21 
years of age.   Cost is $50 per ticket. Only 400 tickets will be sold. 
All tickets will be eligible for each cash prize. To order tickets, 
contact Scott Clentimack at 717-273-3731, ext. 322, or Tony Mohl 
at 717-273-3334. Tickets will also be available in the main office 
during regular school hours. All proceeds will benefit major capital 
improvements to the Lebanon Catholic School campus.  

An Evening with St. Padre Pio: St. Rita Parish, 13219 
Monterey Lane, Blue Ridge Summit, is blessed to host Father 
GianMaria Digiorgio, who lived with Padre Pio, on Tuesday, May 
10. The evening will begin at 7 p.m. with a video on Padre Pio’s 
life, followed by a talk by Father GianMaria, and then exposition of 
five relics of St. Padre Pio. There is no cost, but a free-will offering 
will be accepted to assist with the construction of a Retirement 
Home in San Giovanni, Italy.  

On Saturday, May 14, rain or shine, St. Theresa 
School in New Cumberland will be hosting a community 
yard sale. Sale begins at 8 a.m. and continues through 1 p.m. 
Concession stand will be available. Interested in renting a spot? 
Please contact Kathy Beaulieu at beaulieu-4@comcast.net.  All 
proceeds go to Saint Theresa School, 1200 Bridge Street, New 
Cumberland. 

Immaculate Conception School in New Oxford 
will host its annual golf outing Friday, May 20 at 1 p.m. 
at the Bridges Golf Club. The cost for a foursome is $260 and 
includes green fees, golf cart, door prizes, snacks, beverages and 
a post tournament meal. Cash prizes will be awarded. Contact 
Audrey Clabaugh at 717-321-0054 for additional information or 
registration form. 

Family fun day at Friendly’s to benefit Lebanon 
Catholic School. Gather your family and friends to enjoy 
breakfast, lunch or dinner at Friendly’s Restaurant in Lebanon on 
Tuesday, May 17. Friendly’s will donate 20 percent of the day’s 
sales to Lebanon Catholic School. A preprinted voucher needs 
to be presented to your server. To download a voucher, log on to 
www.lebanoncatholicschool.org or call the Office of Advancement 
at 717-273-3731, ext. 327. 

St. Gabriel’s Respect Life Ministry of St. Pat-
rick Parish in Carlisle will hold its second annual Pro-Vita 
Institute, June 23, at the Parish Activities Center, 85 Marsh Drive. 
Theme: “The Bioethics of Life.” Speakers: Father Daniel Mindling, 
Academic Dean, Mount St. Mary’s Seminary, and Consulting 
Theologian, USCCB Pro-Life Committee--Catholic Principles in 
Bioethics; Mr. Michael Ciccocioppo, Executive Director, PA Pro-
Life Federation--Status of the Pro-Life Movement in America; Dr. 
Leonardo Mariño-Ramirez, Computational Biologist, Co-Founder, 
Pan American Bioinformatics Institute--Genetic Manipulation in 
Human History: Agriculture, GMOs, and Beyond. The day will be 
from 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Lunch included, and educational credits 
for teachers. For more information: www.stgabrielcarlisle.org. To 
register, send check for $5 to St. Patrick Church, 152 E. Pomfret 
St., Carlisle 17013. Insert on memo line: St. Gabriel’s Ministry.

Apparition Hill, a powerful new movie/docu-
mentary highlighting the experiences of seven 
individuals traveling to Medjugorje, will be presented 
on Sunday, May 15 at 2 p.m. at the Carlisle Theater, Carlisle, and 
also at 4:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. at the Pearl Theatre Stadium 8 
(inside the Schuylkill Mall), Frackville, PA. Tickets for the Carlisle 
showing can be obtained by emailing ApparitionHill16@hotmail.
com or calling (717) 448-2497.  Cost is $10 for adults and $5 for 
teens. Proceeds benefit St. Francis Soup Kitchen, Harrisburg. 
Tickets for the Frackville screenings can be obtained by email-
ing apphill2016@gmail.com or calling (570) 875-8936. Tickets 
cost $10. All proceeds benefit “RCAA Health Services Inc.”, Mt. 
Carmel, PA, an alcohol and drug abuse prevention and treat-
ment program. As a special treat, these two screening locations 
will feature a Q&A with Sean Bloomfield, director of If We Had 
Only Listened, The Triumph, and Apparition Hill, as 
well as some members of the cast and crew. View the movie’s 
trailer by visiting www.apparitionhill.tv or https://www.facebook.
com/apparitionhillmovie/. Additional U.S. screenings are listed at 
http://apparitionhill.tv/find-a-screening. (Please note that because 
the Vatican has not yet formally pronounced on the authenticity 
of the alleged apparitions of Our Lady of Medjugorje, the faithful 
are not bound to assent to the content of this film as a matter of 
faith. At the same time, the Church does not dissuade the faithful 
from viewing this film with a desire to grow in faith, hope and love 
or even to visit Medjugorje as a place where faithful pilgrims may 
gather.)

In honor of Automated External Defibrillator 
(AED) Awareness month, Holy Spirit−A Geisinger Affiliate 
is offering a free CPR class on Saturday, June 11 from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. American Heart Association-trained instructors will be teach-
ing this class in Holy Spirit Hospital’s auditorium. The Heartsaver 
AED course is designed to teach participants the skills needed 
to successfully perform CPR on a victim of cardiac arrest. In 
addition, they will learn how to help a person who is choking. Par-
ticipants will learn how to recognize the signs of a stroke, heart 
attack, cardiopulmonary arrest, and airway obstruction. Attendees 
will receive hands-on experience with an AED so they will know 
exactly what to do in an emergency. After successfully complet-
ing the course, each participant will receive a course completion 
card. To register for this free class, call 717-972-4262. Space is 
limited.                                   

Join other young adults for Theology on Tap in 
Lancaster on Wednesday, May 18 at Annie Bailey’s Irish Pub 
starting at 7 p.m. for a discussion of Conversations With God 
Through Scripture, led by Sarah Christmyer, co-developer with 
Jeff Cavins of The Great Adventure Catholic Bible study program. 
She is an author or co-author of a number of the studies. She 
helped launch Catholic Scripture Study and is co-author of 
Genesis Part I: God and His Creation and Genesis Part II: God 
and His Family, published by Emmaus Road. Sarah has a BA in 
English literature from Gordon College in Wenham, MA, and is 
working toward a Masters of Theology at St. Charles Borromeo 
Seminary in Philadelphia. Raised in a strong evangelical family, 
she was received into the Catholic Church in 1992. Sarah also 
writes at comeintotheword.com/.Theology on Tap is a Young Adult 
Ministry and Evangelization outreach of the Diocese of Harris-
burg. All young adults, (20’s and 30’s) single, married, Catholic or 
not, are invited to attend the events. Go to www.totlancaster.com 
for more information.

Prosopon School of Iconography will present 
an Iconography Workshop in the Russian Byzantine 
Tradition with Dimitri Andreyev for both beginners and advanced 
students from Saturday, September 3 – Monday, September 5 at 
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, 315 N. Constitution Ave., 
New Freedom. The total cost for the class is $300 which includes 
all materials and shared expenses. The workshop schedule is 
Saturday through Monday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. in Neumann Hall. A 
non-refundable deposit of $150 is required by August 5 with the 
remaining $150 due the first day of class. Out of town students 
may book their own arrangements at the Hampton Inn, New Free-
dom off exit 4 of I-83, at 800-992-2694. For complete information 
and to register, contact Mary Jo Fero 717-235-7354 or mjfero@
gmail.com.

The Oblates of St. Benedict, Holy Spirit Dean-
ery, meet once a month on a Sunday at 2 p.m. at 
Holy Spirit Church, 425 West Pine Street, Palmyra. Oblates of 
St. Benedict are Christian individuals or families affiliated with 
a Benedictine community to enrich their Christian way of life. 
Oblates seek Christ in the midst of ordinary events and glorify 
God in all things. Everyone is welcome to join us at our meetings. 
For more information, call or email Gabi Terrill at 717-867-5075 or 
gabit1@verizon.net. 

The CCW of Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Parish in McSherrystown is sponsoring a fund-
raiser for the Fisher House, a place for military families to stay 
while their soldier is hospitalized at Walter Reed. They are selling 
raffle tickets for a Mother’s Day basket valued at $250, filled with 
gift cards to pamper mom. Tickets are $1 apiece, or 6 for $5. The 
CCW is also sponsoring a reception for the parish’s couples who 
are married 50 years in 2016. This will be held after the 10 a.m. 
Mass on June 5. Contact Parish CCW President Toni Weaver at 
717-632-5357.

St. Vincent de Paul Parish Spring Festival will 
take place May 7 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. in the gym and 
playground yard, 220 Third St., Hanover, featuring BBQ chicken 
dinner made from Little Everetts. Dinner includes a half of chicken, 
baked potato, applesauce, rolls and butter for $8 per ticket. 
There will be a flower sale and bake sale as well. Tickets can be 
obtained by calling the parish house at 717-637-4625 or they are 
available in our thrift shop.

Walking with the Saints: The Black Catholic Apostolate 
is hosting a presentation on May 14 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg. Brother A. Gerard Jordan, O. 
Praem., will present on The Cause for the Canonization of Father 
Augustus Tolton. Sister Jean L. Olmstead, SBS, will present on 
how St. Katharine Drexel became the patron saint of racial injus-
tice. Doors open at 8:30 a.m. and a continental breakfast will be 
offered. There is no registration fee and all are invited.

The DVD Series “Seven Teachings to Prepare for 
a New Life in the Spirit” is a program by A New Pentecost. 
Local Charismatic prayer groups will share their personal testi-
monies on how the Holy Spirit gave them a new relationship with 
Jesus and His love for us. Come join us on Saturdays May 7 and 
May 14 from 9 a.m. -1:30 p.m. in the St. Rose of Lima Parish Of-
fice Meeting Room, located in the former convent (950 W. Market 
St., York). Contact Joyce at 717-887-3515 for more information.    

On Monday May 9, St. Theresa School in New 
Cumberland is hosting a Curriculum Fair/Open 
House for all current and prospective families. This is a terrific 
opportunity to see all the projects the students have been working 
on, meet the teachers and tour the school. Financial assistance 
is available and we offer a special transfer scholarship to public 
or home-schooled students entering grades 1-7: $1,000 off your 
first year of tuition and $500 off your second year. If you are inter-
ested in St. Theresa School but cannot attend the open house, 
call the school at 717-774-7464 to schedule a tour! You can also 
visit our website at www.sainttheresaschool.org. 

Holy Name of Jesus Council #14081 Golf Out-
ing - The Annual Peter Kozyra Memorial Golf Outing will be held 
Saturday morning May 14 at Deer Valley Golf Course. Fun filled 
golf-food-prizes, all for $75 with proceeds to benefit K of C Council 
#14081’s Annual Family Picnic. Contact Charles Rice at 717-808-
6525 or crice41209@aol.com for more information. Deadline to 
enter is Wednesday, May 11.

Join Holy Spirit-A Geisinger Affiliate on Satur-
day, May 21 at Adams-Ricci Park in Enola for the 6th 
annual Spirit 5K Run/Walk. The 5K run and walk will be timed by 
Pretzel City Sports. Registration opens at 8 a.m., the warm-up 
session begins at 8:30 a.m., and the 5K run starts at 9 a.m. The 
top three male and female finishers in age categories will receive 
award medals. There will also be a family-friendly “Walk in the 
Park” starting at 9:05 a.m.  After April 19, registration for ages 
18 and younger are $25; 19 and up are $30. Register at https://
www.pretzelcitysports.com/onlineform1.php?id=821. For more 
information, contact 717-972-4146 or caswartz2@geisinger.edu or 
akhartzell@geisinger.edu.

St. Patrick School in York is celebrating its 165th 
anniversary during the 2016-2017 school year. The 
school is in search of former staff and students so they can be a 
part of this milestone year. Please contact us through our website 
under education – alumni at www.stpatrickyork.org – or call the 
school to be added to the alumni list. 

Job Opportunities  
St. Richard Parish in Manheim is seeking a paid 

part-time Director of Music. The position is for 10 hours 
per week and requires a mature, professional, responsible, com-
mitted individual with excellent communication, organizational and 
interpersonal skills. Must be a Catholic in good standing. Should 
be accomplished in one or more of the following areas: organ, 
piano, voice, or choral direction. This person will maintain a 
professional relationship with the pastor, members of the choir, 
parishioners, and members of the Liturgy Committee. In order to 
motivate volunteers to maintain their commitment to choral singing 
and cantoring in the church, the person needs to be outgoing, 
enthusiastic and energetic, fostering enjoyment of singing for 
the Lord while maintaining required discipline. Contact Father 
Stephen Weitzel at 717-665-2465 or send resume to weitzelste-
phen@aol.com.

A second grade teacher position will be avail-
able at Lebanon Catholic School beginning with the 
2016-2017 school year. A Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Edu-
cation is required. The applicant will be responsible for instructing 
second grade students according to the diocesan’s second grade 
curriculum and creating a positive educational climate for the stu-
dents to learn. Please send your resume, a copy of your degree, 
and updated clearances to Mrs. Rose Kury, Principal, Lebanon 
Catholic School, 1400 Chestnut Street, Lebanon, PA 17042.

An Extended After School Enrichment Pre-
Kindergarten Program Director position will be available 
at Lebanon Catholic School beginning with the 2016-2017 school 
year. An Early Childhood or Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary 
Education is required. The applicant will be responsible for 
providing an appropriate safe, caring and enriching environment 
for the children enrolled in the extended afterschool enrichment 
program. Send your resume, a copy of your degree, and updated 
clearances to Mrs. Rose Kury, Principal, Lebanon Catholic School, 
1400 Chestnut Street, Lebanon, PA  17042.

York Catholic has the following coaching posi-
tions available: Junior High Football Assistants, Junior Varsity 
Boys’ Soccer Coach. Please contact Rick Luckman, Athletic Direc-
tor, York Catholic High School, 601 E Springettsbury Ave, York 
PA  17403, rluckman@yorkcatholic.org or 717-846-8871, ext. 6. 

Delone Catholic High School, McSherrystown, 
PA, is seeking a marching percussion instructor 
for the 2016 season. Band camp is July 18-22 at Penn State Mont 
Alto.The position also involves semi-weekly practices during the 
summer and fall at the high school. Stipend is negotiable. For 
more info, contact Brian Yealy at music@delonecatholic.org or 
717-637-5969 x 202.
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Mary DiMartile, the wife of the late Arthur DiMartile, throws out the first pitch after 
the dedication of the baseball field in her husband’s name. Mrs. DiMartile, 90, is 
surrounded by her family members.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Arthur DiMartile loved baseball, and 
he loved his family.

Those two great loves of his life 
came together at Bishop McDevitt High 
School in Harrisburg on April 21, as 
his alma mater dedicated the Arthur J. 
DiMartile Memorial Field prior to the 
Crusaders’ game against East Penn.

Mr. DiMartile attended Harrisburg 
Catholic, where he met and later married 
his high school sweetheart, Mary Lippi. 
He graduated in 1942, she in 1943.

He was a sports enthusiast and an 
avid baseball fan, especially of the Yan-
kees. Mr. and Mrs. DiMartile raised four 
daughters and a son, all of whom went 
on to attend Bishop McDevitt. 

Mr. DiMartile enjoyed watching 
his son, Art, a 1968 graduate, play for 
McDevitt, and took great responsibility 
in his role as a youth baseball coach. 

In honor of the late Mr. DiMartile, 
who passed away six years ago, his fam-
ily and the McDevitt family honored 
him with the dedication of the field in 
his name. The school community gath-
ered for the ceremony and the blessing 
of the field by Father Joshua Brommer, 
Diocesan Director for the Office of Di-
vine Worship.

“Dad was a simple and fun-loving guy, 
content to be among his family, and we 
are thankful for having him in our lives,” 
his daughter, Angela Ortenzio, a gradu-
ate of 1978, told The Catholic Witness.

“We are so grateful to everyone at 
Bishop McDevitt for this honor. The 
McDevitt family is our extended family, 
and we are eternally grateful to them,” 

she said. “Coach Steve Groff and the 
team were so genuine to my mom, and 
she was so touched by their warmth. She 
was thrilled to throw out the first pitch.”

Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister Mary 
Anne Bednar, principal, Coach Groff 
and the Crusader baseball team joined 
members of Mr. DiMartile’s family and 
the school community at the dedication 
ceremony. Also present was Father John 
Acri, a retired diocesan priest who was 
an altar server at Mr. and Mrs. DiMar-
tile’s wedding. 

The Crusaders would go on to win the 
game, 7-3. Cole Gerula recorded the first 
homerun to be hit on the field, a fitting 
tribute to Mr. DiMartile, Mrs. Ortenzio 
said.

“I don’t think that homerun was a co-
incidence,” she said. “Dad always had a 
way of giving us zingers and little sur-
prises.” 

McDevitt Dedicates Baseball  
Field in Honor of 1942 Graduate

Father Joshua Brommer, Diocesan Director for the Office of 
Divine Worship, sprinkles the Arthur J. DiMartile Memorial 

Field with holy water during the dedication ceremony.
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Quo Vadis Days  
 

Vocation Retreat  
for young men ages 15-25  

 

Sunday, June 19 - 
Thursday, 23, 2016 

 
Mount St. Mary’s University & Sem-

inary, Emmitsburg, MD 
 

 $50 Registration Fee 
 

For registration forms for either retreat please contact: 
The Office of Vocations at 717-657-4804 ext. 282  

Fiat Days  
 

Vocation Retreat  
for young women ages 15-25  

 

Tuesday, July 5 - 
Friday, 8, 2016 

 

Mount St. Mary’s University & 
Seminary, Emmitsburg, MD 

 

 $50 Registration Fee 

state·side 
world·youth·day

event
 

[stāt-sīd/wərld/yo͞oTH/dā] 

1- a 26 hour U.S. celebration of mercy, prayer 

and praise 

2- a pilgrimage by young Catholics to journey 

closer to Jesus Christ 

3- a local connection to the Church gathering 

in Krakow, Poland at WYD2016

Blessed 
are  the  

merciful 
for they shall  
  receive  

mercy 
Mt 5:7

30-31 JULY 2016

WYD|STATESIDE

VISIT US ONLINE  
for registration and info 

OVERNIGHT YOUTH/YOUNG ADULT WORLD YOUTH DAY VIGIL

registration  

OPEN!
#wydstateside

www.hbgdiocese.org/wydstateside

LANCASTER, PA 
Diocese of Harrisburg

Young Adults-Register Online! 
LOCAL YOUTH CONTACT INFORMATION: 

World Youth Day Stateside is 
a two-day event for teens, young 
adults and famlies and will be held 
at Lancaster Catholic High School 
and Clipper Magazine Stadium in 
July. 

The unique event – emceed by 
Jackie Francois Angel – begins Sat-
urday, July 30 at Lancaster Catholic 
with an opening liturgy, followed by 
catechesis, a concert by Ceili Rain, 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
and Confessions.

After an overnight, outdoor vigil, 
pilgrims will trek to Clipper Magazine Stadium for Stations of the Cross, a 
concert by Jackie Francois Angel and closing liturgy celebrated by Bishop 
Edward Malesic of the Diocese of Greensburg.

The entire experience is designed to mirror the events of World Youth 
Day in Krakow, and will include a video message from Pope Francis, and 
exhibits about Poland, St. John Paul II, the Divine Mercy Chaplet and the 
Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary.

The gates to WYD Stateside will open at Lancaster Catholic on Saturday 
morning, July 30. The opening liturgy will be celebrated at 2 p.m., followed 
by catechesis, the Ceili Rain concert and a Holy Hour. Throughout the eve-
ning, Adoration, Confessions and the pilgrimage tent will be available.

During an outdoor, overnight vigil, attendees will sleep on the field at 
Lancaster Catholic’s stadium. Then, on the morning of July 31, they will 
make a 1.5 mile walk to Clipper Magazine Stadium. Here, they will witness 
the Stations of the Cross presented on the baseball field’s warning track, 
and enjoy a concert by Jackie Francois Angel prior to the closing liturgy 
celebrated by Bishop Edward Malesic of Greensburg at 2 p.m. 

Registration is open for WYD Stateside. Cost is $175 for the two-day 
event, and Sunday-only tickets are available for $50. High school youth 
must register with a youth group or with their family. Young adults can 
register individually or as a group. Sign up today! Registration deadline is 
May 31. Visit www.hbgdiocese.org/wydstateside for all the details.

Register Now  
for WYD Stateside!
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Bishop Ronald Gainer 
celebrated the second 
annual Scout Recogni-
tion Mass on April 19 at 
Good Shepherd Church 
in Camp Hill, welcom-
ing Scouts and their 
families, and presenting 
Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts with the religious 
awards they have earned 
in the past year.  

Catholic Scouting in 
the Diocese of Har-
risburg is under the 
auspices of the Diocesan 
Office for Youth and 
Young Adult Ministry, 
which supports the 
diocesan Scouting com-
mittees with resources 
and emblem/recognition 
programs for Scouts and 
Scout leaders.

The Diocesan Catho-
lic Committee on Scout-
ing gives guidance, 
direction and leadership in the spiritual 
phase of Boy Scouting to all Catholic 
Scouts and Scouters in the diocese. The 
committee promotes religious emblem 
programs and holds Scouter develop-
ment and training meetings, as well as 
an annual Boy Scout retreat in Septem-
ber at Camp Bashore, which includes 
religious activities, camp outs and 
outdoor Mass. 

The Diocesan Catholic Committee 
for Girl Scouts and Camp Fire, aimed 
at encouraging Catholic Girl Scouts to 
deepen their understanding of the faith, 
oversees religious recognition programs 
for Girl Scouts and adult leaders, and 
offers training for adult leaders inter-
ested in Scouting. The committee also 
hosts several workshops each year 
where Girl Scouts come together to earn 
Catholic faith patches.

All individual Catholic Boy Scouts 
and Girl Scouts are invited to attend the 
programs hosted by the diocesan Scout-
ing committees. For information, visit 
www.hbgdiocese.org/youth-and- 
young-adults/catholic-scouting/. 

Scouts Honored at Diocesan Mass

Above: Girl 
and Boy 
Scouts bring 
the gifts 
forward to 
Bishop  
Ronald 
Gainer.
Left: More 
than 500 
scouts, 
leaders and 
parents  
attended the 
Holy Mass 
this year.
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SAVE THE DATE 

Fishers of Men Dinner 
 

To benefit the Seminarians of the  
Roman Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg 

 

Friday, October 21, 2016, 6:00 p.m. 
 
 

at the Cardinal Keeler Center 
4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg 

 

Cost is $150 per plate  
$800 per table of six or $1,000 per table of eight. 

 

Sponsored by the Office of Vocations 
(717) 657-4804 ext. 282 

www.hbgdiocese.org/vocations Bishop Gainer presents an award to a 
decorated Girl Scout.
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The mission of Catholic Campus 
Ministry at Millersville Univer-

sity is clear – to spread the Gospel and 
make disciples of Christ.

Here, campus ministers lead students 
to Jesus so that they can then teach the 
students how to bring others closer to 
Him.

“We are producing Catholic leaders 
who will remain active past their col-
lege lives. With this mission, students 
are given the tools and fire to talk about 
Christ, not just in our weekly Bible 
studies hosted by Millersville Catholic, 
but socially outside of the ministry,” 
Father Brian Wayne, Campus Minister 
and Associate Director of the Diocesan 
Office of Vocations, told The Catholic 
Witness. 

As a result, students are starting their 
own studies, inviting others to Mass 
and discerning where they see Christ in 
the people in their lives, he said.

“Millersville Catholic Campus Min-
istry strives to establish a foundation in 
faith,” he said. “College life is packed 
with teaching students the basic skills 
for their prospective career. Millers-
ville Catholic aims to do the same, but 

Catholic Campus Ministry at Millersville  
Sends Forth Disciples of Christ

for the vocation all Catholics are called 
to uphold: being like Christ and bring-
ing others closer to Him.”

This past semester, two students 
began to lead their own faith-based 
groups: an apologetics group and a 
Catholic women’s book group. Others 
are looking forward to begin leading 
their own Bible studies next year.

“Being involved with campus min-
istry has strengthened my spiritual life 
tremendously and helped me fall even 
more in love with Christ,” said student 
Kasey Fitzpatrick. “We have wonderful 
leaders who are able to share the Gos-
pel with us college students in a way 
that we are able to relate to and truly 
grasp. Campus ministry has dedicated 

itself wholeheartedly to helping stu-
dents find Christ and strengthen their 
relationship with Him. The ministry 
has brought us all closer to Christ, and 
in the process closer to one another. We 
have truly become a family and one 
body in Christ thanks to our wonderful 
Millersville Catholic.”

Fellow student Justine Gaylor ob-
served that “The Millersville Catholic 
campus ministry and the John Newman 
Association have been one of the big-
gest blessings during my first year of 
college.”

“The Campus Ministry welcomed 
me and made me feel like part of a 
big family within the first two events 
I had attended,” she added. “It is won-
derful to have students so dedicated to 
leading their lives so close to Christ to 
befriend and look up to as leaders and 
role models. The Campus Ministry 
has brought me so close to Christ by 
making the Gospel relevant to my life 
at this moment. Through this amazing 
group of students, I have been able to 
grow in my relationship with Christ, 
and have the opportunity to reach out 
to help others grow with Christ as well. 
I feel so blessed to have the Millersville 
Catholic Campus ministry, it has truly 
changed my life.” 

Father Brian Wayne confirms Millersville University student Kasey Fitzpatrick 
during Mass. He was given special permission by Bishop Ronald Gainer to 
celebrate the sacrament.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Student Mary Moyer serves an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion during 
the Mass.

Zachary Dodson, Cassie Buszta and Tyler Smith bow their heads as Father Brian 
Wayne elevates the Body and Blood of Christ.

Father Brian Wayne, Campus 
Minister at Millersville University, 
celebrates Mass for the  
university’s Catholic students in 
the Catholic chapel at the First 
United Methodist Church on  
April 24. 




