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A person touches the reliquary that houses the relics of St. Maximilian Kolbe 
following Mass on April 30 at Mother Cabrini Church in Shamokin, where the 
relics were on tour.

The relics of St. Maximilian Kolbe, a Catholic priest who gave up his life in 
the Auschwitz concentration camp so that another prisoner could live, came to the 
diocese this month as part of the largest tour of his relics ever in the United States. 
As this year marks the 75 years since the saint’s death, the Franciscan Friars Con-
ventual of the Our Lady of the Angels Province, are sponsoring this cross-country 
pilgrimage.

The bronze reliquary houses strands of St. Maximilian’s beard. Its base is in the 
shape of Poland, with thorns arising from it. Also growing forth from the base are 
two flowers – a white lily to represent St. Maximilian’s purity, and a red tulip to rep-
resent his martyrdom. The saint’s relics are encapsulated in a small disc intertwined 
by the Franciscan cord.

The relics were brought to Mother Cabrini Church in Shamokin and St. Patrick 
Church in Trevorton while in the Diocese of Harrisburg. A simpler version of the 
relic traveled to the State Correctional Institution in Coal Township for inmates to 
venerate.

St. Maximilian, canonized in 1982, is the patron saint of prisoners, journalists, 
families, the pro-life movement, and the chemically addicted.

See page 9 for St. Maximilian’s story, and coverage of the relics’ visit to Mother 
Cabrini Church.

Relics of the  
Saint of Auschwitz

Prayer to St. Maximilian Kolbe
St. Maximilian, amidst hate and imprisonment,

you brought love into the lives of fellow captives
and sowed the seeds of hope amidst despair. 

You bore witness to the whole world by word and deed
that “love alone creates.”

Heavenly Father,
You inflamed St. Maximilian the friar and priest

with love for the Immaculate Virgin,
and filled him with zeal for souls and love of neighbor.

Through his prayers, grant us to work strenuously
for Your glory in the service of our sisters and brothers,

and so be made comfortable to Your Son until death.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

© Franciscan Friars Conventual, Our Lady of the Angels Province

Catholic News Service

Pope Francis has added his name to the list of people 
offering prayers for Canadians affected by the massive 
wildfires that have led to the evacuation of Fort McMur-
ray, Alberta.

In a May 6 letter to Bishop Paul Terrio of St. Paul, the 
pope said he “was saddened to learn of the destruction 
and distress caused by the extensive fires around Fort 
McMurray.”

The pope said he was praying “for all the displaced, 
especially the children, who have lost their homes and 
livelihoods” and asked God to bless civil authorities and 
those coordinating the evacuation and providing shelter 
for the nearly 90,000 people left homeless. He also asked 
for strength and perseverance for those who are battling 
the fire.

CNS/ALI MUSTAFA, EPA
An injured boy stands amid rubble outside his home in 2014 after  
airstrikes in Aleppo, Syria. The Melkite Catholic archbishop of Aleppo 
has asked for support for his war-torn city and thanked the Knights 
of Columbus and other organizations for speaking out about the  
genocide of Syrian Christians and other religious minorities. 

By Daphnie Vega 
Catholic News Service

While religious freedom in 
much of the Middle East is un-
der siege and the civil war in 
Syria seems to have no end in 
sight, Carl Anderson, CEO of 
the Knights of Columbus, and 
others called the United Nations 
to action.

The U.N. plays a crucial role 
in securing the future of the re-
gion, particularly for people 
being tortured, kidnapped and 
killed because of their religious 
beliefs, Anderson said during a 
daylong conference April 28.

Anderson’s presentation came 
during one of three panel dis-
cussions at the conference spon-
sored by the office of the Vati-
can’s permanent observer to the 
U.N. and joined by In Defense 
of Christians and other orga-
nizations focusing on human 
rights abuses in the Middle East.

Presenters included people 
who experienced or witnessed 
atrocities being committed 
against religious minorities.

Pope Offers Prayers  
for Those Affected by  

Fort McMurray Wildfires

World Must Respond to Islamic State 
Genocide Actions, U.N. Conference Hears

Led by remarks from Arch-
bishop Bernardito Auza, the Vat-
ican’s permanent observer to the 
U.N., the event had an intensely 
sensitive agenda.

A 278-page report submitted 
to U.S. Secretary of State John 

Kerry that was co-authored by 
the Knights of Columbus and 
the group In Defense of Chris-
tians in March outlined what it 
called “genocide” being carried 
out against religious minorities 

More ALBERTA WILDFIRES, page 3

More CONFERENCE, page 10
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If you’re interested in helping those in need, serving your parish, growing in your faith or having 
exclusive access to top-rated insurance protection for your family, then the Knights of Columbus is 
the organization for you.

The Knights of Columbus is a band of brothers, a network of men in communities around the world 
dedicated to doing good in the service of God and neighbor.

They help meet the needs of those in the local community, provide “Coats for Kids” and “Food for 
Families,” support programs that benefit people with intellectual disabilities, aid victims of natural 
disasters and other catastrophic events local and worldwide, donate wheelchairs to people without 
mobility at home and abroad, and save lives through initiatives such as the “Ultrasound Program.”

Charity is the first principle of the Knights of Columbus. Knights are men who get things done. 
They volunteer time to serve parishes and communities, and by working together, they were able to 
donate more than $1.4 billion and 664 million volunteer hours to worthy causes in the past decade.

Unity and fraternity are the second and third principles of the Knights of Columbus. The Knights 
of Columbus was founded so that men could work together to serve their parishes and communities, 
protect the well-being of the Catholic families, and support each other in faith and in many other ways 
along life’s journey. The Knights of Columbus offers its members the opportunity to grow in their 
faith by living the example of a charity that evangelizes and by personifying what it means to be a 
Catholic gentleman through the practicing of good works.

From charity for worldwide causes, to helping closer to home with volunteer activities, to a top-
rated insurance program that protects those closest to you, the Knights makes the most of its brother-
hood.

 Make a stand among them, and you can discover how easy it is to make a difference in your life 
and that of others.

Visit www.kofc.org/join, and look for Knights of Columbus  
in your parish during membership drives through June.

Why You Should become a Knight

Sign Up to Receive  
The Witness Electronically

You can read The Catholic Witness online, wherever you go!   
Through a free e-mail service, you can receive the diocesan 

newspaper in a fast and user-friendly electronic format. Sign up, 
and you will receive an e-mail with a direct link to each edition as 
it is published. 

Sign up for the e-mail service by logging on to the diocesan 
Web site at www.hbgdiocese.org. Follow the News/Events tab to 
The Catholic Witness page and click on “Catholic Witness E-mail 
Sign Up.” Once you complete the form, you will be added to our 
e-mail list.

Receiving The Catholic Witness electronically is a great way 
for college students and people who live outside of the diocese to 
stay in touch with the Church in Harrisburg. It’s also an alternative 
for those who wish to read the paper online instead of receiving a 
copy in the mail.

Registration with the e-mail service will not automatically 
cancel your mailed subscription. If you prefer to receive the on-
line version instead of a copy in the mail, contact our Circulation 
Coordinator, Susan Huntsberger, at shuntsberger@hbgdiocese.org 
or 717-657-4804, ext. 201, with your Witness account number, and 
your name, address and phone number. 

And remember, previous editions of the newspaper – dating 
back to early 2011 – are also available online. You can find them 
at www.hbgdiocese.org. Just follow the News/Events tab to The 
Catholic Witness page.
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Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

Alberta  
Wildfires

Alberta Bishop Grateful for No Deaths 
Catholic News Service

As firefighters fought to save Fort McMurray from a wildfire that threatened to destroy the northern Alberta city, a 
bishop gave thanks that there had been no loss of life.

St. Paul Bishop Paul Terrio, whose diocese includes Fort McMurray, also said in a May 4 statement that the city’s 
St. Paul Church is rumored to have been destroyed in the blaze that forced the evacuation of the city’s entire popula-
tion the previous day. There were no reports of deaths or serious injuries.

Bishop Terrio said that with the community still in shock from the damage in Fort McMurray, “Let us give thanks 
to our Lord and God that, with some 60,000-70,000 people evacuated from the community in a matter of hours, there 
has been no loss of life.”

“Really, this in itself constitutes a major achievement,” the bishop said. “I want to thank and commend all the secu-
rity and firefighting services, the public authorities but especially the good people of Fort McMurray. Once again, the 
people of Fort McMurray have rallied together and reached out to help and protect each other.”

The entire neighborhood of Beacon Hill appeared to be lost, according to local officials, while the fire had spread 
to other neighborhoods. 

Bishop Terrio said that as the full extent of loss and damage becomes to be known, the whole community would be 
called upon to help rebuild and resettle the city. The diocese had a second collection at all Masses May 7-8 as a first 
step for the relief effort and to support all those who lost their homes.

CNS/CHRIS WATTIE, REUTERS
People wait at a roadblock May 7 as smoke rises from wildfires near Fort McMurray, Alberta. Pope Francis has added his 
name to the list of people offering condolences to those affected by the massive forest fire that has led to the evacuation of 
Fort McMurray. 

The pope’s message came via Car-
dinal Pietro Parolin, the Vatican’s sec-
retary of state, through Archbishop 
Luigi Bonazzi, the apostolic nuncio to 
Canada.

The Church across Alberta has of-
fered assistance to the evacuees from 
Fort McMurray, Anzac, Gregoire 
Lakes Estate and the Fort McMurray 
First Nation. Alberta officials said fire 
conditions remain extreme in the prov-
ince due to low humidity, high temper-
atures and wind, and that residents of 
Fort McMurray should not expect to 
return home “for an extended period 
of time.”

In a letter to parishioners in the 
Edmonton Archdiocese, Archbishop 
Richard Smith said Catholics are 
“shocked and saddened by the sudden 
destruction caused by the wildfire” 
and asked Catholics for prayers. 

The archdioceses of Edmonton and 
Grouard-McLennan planned special 
collections on two weekends to assist 
Catholic parishioners in the two Fort 
McMurray parishes and the Fort Mc-
Murray Ministerial Association. The 
Calgary Diocese planned a collection 
in parishes May 14-15.

Archbishops Smith and Gerard Pet-
tipas of Grouard-McLennan encour-
aged Catholics to also consider mak-
ing direct donations to relief for fire 
victims through the Red Cross. Those 
donations will be matched by the 
provincial and federal governments. 
Ukrainian Bishop David Motiuk of 
Edmonton also encouraged people to 
donate to the Red Cross.

The Edmonton Archdiocese re-
sponded to a request for chaplaincy 
support at the Edmonton Expo Cen-
tre at Northlands, the main gathering 
point for evacuees in the Alberta capi-
tal. Four Edmonton area parishes re-
sponded to an Alberta Health Services 
request to provide accommodations at 
churches that have large kitchens.

Cardinal Thomas Collins of Toronto, 
a former bishop of both St. Paul and 
Edmonton, asked people in Canada’s 
largest Catholic archdiocese to con-
tribute to a fund for relief for the vic-
tims of the fire. The archdiocese said it 
would funnel the donations it receives 
through the Red Cross.

Earlier, Bishop Terrio issued a state-
ment giving thanks that there had been 
no loss of life as a result of the wild-
fire. 

In his May 4 statement, the bishop 
said that with the community still in 
shock from the damage in Fort Mc-
Murray, “Let us give thanks to our 
Lord and God that, with some 60,000-
70,000 people evacuated from the 

Continued from 1

• May 14 – Confirmation at St. Joseph Church, York, 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.
• May 15 – Confirmation at St. John the Baptist Church, New Freedom, 

3 p.m.
• May 16 – Confirmation at St. Rose of Lima Church, York, 7 p.m.
• May 17 – Celebrate Mass and Visit Classrooms, Seven Sorrows BVM 

School, Middletown, 8:30 a.m.
• May 21 – Diaconate Ordination, St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 

10 a.m.
• May 22 – Adult Confirmation, St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 12:15 

p.m., Dedication of Renovated Church, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton,  
Mechanicsburg, 5 p.m.

• May 24 – Celebrate Mass for Monsignor Topper’s 80th Jubilee, St. 
Catherine Labouré Church, Harrisburg, 2 p.m.

• May 25 – Groundbreaking of St. Andrew School, Waynesboro, 9:30 
a.m.; Celebrate Baccalaureate Mass for Bishop McDevitt High School, Holy 
Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg, 7 p.m.

• May 27 – Trinity High School Graduation, Trinity High School, Camp 
Hill, 7 p.m.

• May 29 – Celebrate Mass in honor of the 20th Anniversary of the St. 
Margaret Mary Adoration Chapel, Harrisburg, 11:15 a.m.

Bishop Gainer Resumes Duties
Bishop Ronald Gainer has resumed his normal schedule of activities 

following an 8 day hospitalization last month for a digestive disorder. Af-
ter a diagnosis was reached, he was placed on the appropriate medication 
and discharged for a period of additional rest. His physical condition is 
much improved and a complete recovery is expected. 

He is truly grateful for all of the prayers and good wishes that he has 
received during his hospitalization, saying, “I was greatly touched and 
humbled by the outpouring of concern and prayers that were offered for 
me.”

community in a matter of hours, there 
has been no loss of life.”

“This fire disaster is a hard blow at 
a time when Fort McMurray is already 
struggling under an adverse economic 
situation,” wrote Bishop Terrio.

He noted the economic slowdown 
with the worldwide drop in oil prices 
that has severely affected the local 
economy in the heart of Canada’s oil 
country.

“But with our faith, our hope and 
our love for each other, we shall, as a 
young local evacuee said on Facebook 
last night, build a ‘better Fort McMur-
ray,’” 
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Merciful Love  
of a Parent
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC

Special to The Witness

Recently, as I was traveling through the state of Pennsylvania and surfing 
radio stations, I heard a story of merciful love that could be 
seen in the heart of a parent.

The radio station host was recounting an experience 
she had while visiting with a friend 
named Sue, who was a mother of a 
six-year-old girl, “Mary.”

Mary called down from upstairs 
seeking help. Her mother answered, 
after excusing herself from the con-
versation, that she was busy at the 
moment and that she would be up in 
about 10 minutes. Mary stomped to the landing on the top 
of the stairs and demanded, “You won’t help me? Then I HATE YOU!” She 
stomped back into her room and slammed the door.

Sighing, Sue said, “Please excuse my daughter. She needs to learn a les-
son.” They finished their conversation and the two of them went upstairs 
to confront Mary. The radio host mentioned that she hesitated to join her 
friend at the time because the way individual families discipline children 
is somewhat personal, but Sue insisted. As they walked up the stairs, the 
host recalled to the radio audience that she wondered how Sue was going to 
handle this.

Sue gently knocked on the door and found her daughter on her bed, crying. 
On the floor next to her bed was a broken statue that apparently had fallen 
over. The radio host stood out in the hallway and watched the interaction.

Sue went over to Mary and whispered, “Hey, there, can we talk?” To 
which Mary sat up and a stream of tears could be seen on her cheeks. Sue 
said, “What’s going on?” Mary cried, “I bumped my bed and it bumped the 
table and the angel statue did a somersault and broke.” Still whispering, Sue 
said, “Oh, I see. You know, when you screamed, ‘I hate you!’ my heart did 
a somersault and broke, too. Your statue can be fixed with glue, but there is 
no glue that can fix my heart.”  

Mary’s eyes became like saucers and her lower lip began to quiver. Tears 
streamed once again as she buried her face in her mom’s lap and wailed out 
loud. The host of the radio program said that she saw Sue bite her lower lip 
so she wouldn’t smile, and then looked up at her with such tenderness that 
her eyes began to fill with tears as well. 

She waited for Mary’s cries to lessen. When they did, Sue pulled Mary 
up and caressed her face in her hands. She looked directly into her eyes and 
said, “Even though those words hurt my heart, and you can never take them 
back, I will always love you. I am your mother. I will love you forever.” 
The stream of tears began again. “I am sorry, mommy!” Sue kissed Mary’s 
forehead and motioned to the radio host to come into the room. The three 
of them picked up the pieces of the statue. Taking them downstairs, Sue re-
paired the statue with Mary at her side. When the repair was complete, she 
handed the repaired statue back to her daughter with these words, “Let this 
be a reminder to you that angry words can break people’s hearts. The next 
time, no matter why, you tell me that you hate me, you will be punished. 
But, no matter how many times you hurt my heart, my love for you never 
changes, just like Jesus’ love for us.”

I thought of this story as I read in the Bull of Indiction of the Extraordinary 
Jubilee of Mercy1: “…. the mercy of God is not an abstract idea, but a con-
crete reality with which he reveals his love as of that of a father or a mother, 
moved to the very depths out of love for their child. It is hardly an exag-
geration to say that this is a “visceral” love. It gushes forth from the depths 
naturally, full of tenderness and compassion, indulgence and mercy. (par. 6)  

God’s merciful love is the glue that He gives us to mend the broken parts 
of our lives; the parts of our lives that have been broken by sin. His merciful 
love is a never ending river which refreshes and gives life to our very being. 
Just as Mary in our story above was open to her mother’s correction as well 
as the lesson, we must be open to the grace which our God hands us every 
day. He hungers for us!

It is my prayer that during this special time of jubilee, each of you would 
take time to experience this mercy of God’s love found within the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation. The list of times available in your local parish can 
be found on:  http://www.hbgdiocese.org/parish/find-masses-confessions-
and-devotions/Penance/

God bless you all!
1 http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/

papa-francesco_bolla_20150411_misericordiae-vultus.html 
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network 

Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for 
Wives in the Diaconate Program. An educator for 29 years, she is responsi-
ble for Professional Development Programs for every age learner. Through 
her presentations, she challenges her audiences to be the individual God 
has called them to be.) 

Thoughts
from a Catholic  

Evangelist
Sister Geralyn 
Schmidt, SCC

Quo Vadis Days  
 

Vocation Retreat  
for young men ages 15-25  

 

Sunday, June 19 - 
Thursday, 23, 2016 

 
Mount St. Mary’s University & Sem-

inary, Emmitsburg, MD 
 

 $50 Registration Fee 
 

For registration forms for either retreat please contact: 
The Office of Vocations at 717-657-4804 ext. 282  

Fiat Days  
 

Vocation Retreat  
for young women ages 15-25  

 

Tuesday, July 5 - 
Friday, 8, 2016 

 

Mount St. Mary’s University & 
Seminary, Emmitsburg, MD 

 

 $50 Registration Fee 
A Retreat Day in  

ASL for Deaf Catholics
Saturday, June 11 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

St. Joseph Church, Brindle Hall
400 East Simpson Street, Mechanicsburg

Presented by the Diocesan Office 
of Ministry with People with Disabilities

The retreat leader will be Father Shawn Carey, one of 14 deaf priests world-
wide.

Father Carey graduated from St. Patrick Seminary in Menlo Park, Calif., 
and has served as Director of the Deaf Apostolate for the Archdiocese of Bos-
ton since 2012. He has also served as parochial vicar at a local parish that 
successfully integrated the Deaf Catholic Community into parish life.

Father Carey will also concelebrate the 9:45 a.m. parish Mass with voice 
interpretation on Sunday, June 12 at St. Joseph Church.

Lunch will be provided for the retreat. To register, contact Ginny Duncan 
at vduncan@hbgdiocese.org. Registration fee of $10 can be paid at the door. 
Registration deadline is June 3. 
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Send Us Your  
Recipes and Stories!

With our “Feeding the Faith” series, The  
Catholic Witness is looking to support family meal time 
by sharing family recipes in upcoming editions, as well 
as scripture and “food for thought.” Do you have a 
significant dish and memory to share with us? 
You may mail a copy of the 
recipe and your thoughts 
to 4800 Union Depos-
it Road, Harrisburg, 
PA 17111 or email it to  
witness@hbgdiocese.org.

My Uncle Frank took early retirement from a factory 
job and went to work full-time in his own kitchen. This 
was his favorite meal to bring to anyone who was ill, had 
a death in the family or just needed some love. The ingre-
dients are easy to keep on hand. It’s quick to prepare and 
it’s a soul-warming comfort food.

Tom Meister, Saint Patrick Parish, York 

                      Ingredients

1/2 lb. (2 cups) dry elbow macaroni            1 tsp. salt
3/4 cups chopped onion                 1/4 tsp. pepper
2 cloves garlic, minced                 1 lb. ground beef  or turkey (or mix the two)
1 cup chopped green pepper              2 cups diced tomatoes
1/2 cup (1 stick) butter or margarine           1 cup sliced fresh or canned mushrooms
1/2 cup 1/2 cup flour
 

Prepare pasta according to package directions, drain and set aside.
In 4-quart non-stick pot, sautee onion, green pepper and garlic in butter or margarine for 5 min. 

Add flour, salt and pepper and stir until well blended.
Add ground meat and cook 10 minutes until browned and blend with flour mix.

Add tomatoes and mushrooms and cook 10 min. or more.
Pour over pasta and toss well.

SeServes 6.

  The Catholic Witness remembers in a particularly special 
way this month Most Reverend Joseph P. McFadden, Tenth Bishop 
of Harrisburg. Bishop McFadden was born on May 22, 1947, in 
Philadelphia and was ordained to the priesthood on May 16, 
1981, in the Cathedral Basilica of Sts. Peter and Paul in his 
home city. He was appointed as the Tenth Bishop of Harrisburg 
on June 22, 2010, and installed that same year on August 18 at 
St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg. 
  In a cherished image shown at left, captured by photographer 
Emily M. Albert, Bishop McFadden reflects on the Passion during 
the Palm Sunday celebration in 2013.
  On May 2, 2013, the diocese was shocked and saddened with 
the news that Bishop McFadden had died of heart attack in 
Philadelphia, where he was attending a meeting of the Catholic 
Bishops of Pennsylvania. He was 65.  
  A week of prayer services and liturgies followed, as shown 
below in a photo by photographer Chris Heisey as seminarians 
serve as pall bearers to accompany the bishop’s coffin into 
St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg for the Rite of Reception 
of the Body with Solemn Evening Prayer. The funeral Mass was 
celebrated at Holy Name of Jesus Church and burial in the 
Bishops’ Circle at Holy Cross Cemetery in Harrisburg.
  “Pray for me as I pray for you.” ~ Bishop Joseph P. McFadden
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By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness

The auditorium at Trinity High School 
in Camp Hill looked like an episode of 
“So You Think You Can Dance” on a re-
cent Thursday morning, as three lines of 
students filled the stage, each swinging 
their arms and kicking their legs to the 
sounds of Ragtime the musical.

At the front of the stage was the instruc-
tor for the morning, Jillian Van Niel, a 
touring Broadway performer and teacher 
from Broadway Connection Master Class. 
Trinity’s concert choir students and teach-
er Caroline Oszustowicz hired the per-
former to teach a two-hour instructional 
class in place of their planned trip to New 
York City to the National Catholic Choral 
Festival that, due to unforeseen circum-
stances, had to be cancelled. 

The students had fundraised all year for 
the intended trip, selling blankets made by 
a student’s mother and taking turns man-
ning the ticket table at the girls’ basket-
ball home games and at home wrestling 
matches.  

“I really want to applaud them because 
even after their trip had been cancelled, 
there was a chunk of games left and they 
still wanted to continue doing what they 
committed to doing,” noted Mrs. Oszus-
towicz, who said the idea for a visiting 
performer originated from a student with 
interest in musical theater. 

After doing some research, Mrs. Oszus-
towicz found the Broadway Connection 

Master Class at Trinity High School  
Educates Students in Musical Theater

Master Class, and the timing was right as 
the musical Ragtime was on tour at the 
Hershey Theater and the cast had a mem-
ber involved in the Master Class program. 
Though her students are singers, Mrs. 
Oszustowicz hopes the students take away 
a more comprehensive idea of what it 
takes to be in theater and to perform; that 
it’s not just about a really good voice, but 

also dancing and acting.
On April 28, the students were given 

the opportunity to learn a choreographed 
dance from Ragtime in several sections, 
until the end when they tied each part to-
gether. Smiles were on each of their fac-
es, and often after a more difficult move 
was successfully formed, one could hear 
voices of excitement commenting how 

fun it was. At the end of the two-hour ses-
sion, Ms. Van Niel opened up a question-
and-answer session for the students. She 
shared some inside secrets of the theater 
world and what it takes to make it – in-
cluding hearing and accepting the word 
“no” quite often. She brought her audition 
binder to show the students how prepared 
they have to be to go on an audition, shar-
ing her headshots, resume, and music she 
keeps on hand.

Maura Consedine and Kirby Povilatis 
are the students who brought the Master 
Class idea to their teacher. Maura is ex-
cited about Broadway and thought this 
would be a great way to work with some-
one who does it for a living. Both Maura 
and Kirby were in Trinity’s rendition of 
Grease this year. 

Kirby commented on the complexity of 
the dance they learned. “It’s definitely a lot 
more intense than what everyone thought, 
but I think it’s a really good glimpse into 
what the cast has to do multiple times a 
week.”

Mrs. Oszustowicz opened the workshop 
to students outside of the concert choir as 
well, welcoming teachers to bring their 
students to watch or even for a few to par-
ticipate. The students in the Chinese as a 
foreign language class used the opportu-
nity to further do a spatial study in differ-
ent rooms of the school. One student, Sean 
Good, a basketball player for the ’Rocks, 
decided to participate in the dance instruc-
tion, though not a dancer. He said, “I al-
ways liked dancing, but had never been in 
a choreographed dance like this. It was a 
lot of fun to be here today with my friends 
who do dance.”

Not only can these students sing and 
now dance, but they are acting out their 
Catholic faith using the talents gifted to 
them from God. This year, they decided 
to perform service projects, calling them 
“The Choral Works of Mercy.” This proj-
ect set a goal to perform concerts that 
would benefit or serve as works of mercy 
following the Corporal Works of Mercy. 
The spring concert was called “Music of 
the Waters, Give Drink to the Thirsty,” 
and featured music with a water theme. 
At this concert, they hosted the St. Patrick 
Foreign Mission Team, who sold water 
with the profits benefiting the Missionar-
ies of the Poor in Kingston, Jamaica. The 
concert and sale of water netted a donation 
of $483. 

For the 2016-2017 school year, plans 
are in the works for a trip to the Cumber-
land County Prison to hopefully sing for 
Mass, and a concert at Vibralife Rehabili-
tation Center.

For more information, on Trinity High 
School visit www.thsrocks.us.

SAVE THE DATE 

Fishers of Men Dinner 
 

To benefit the Seminarians of the  
Roman Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg 

 

Friday, October 21, 2016, 6:00 p.m. 
 
 

at the Cardinal Keeler Center 
4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg 

 

Cost is $150 per plate  
$800 per table of six or $1,000 per table of eight. 

 

Sponsored by the Office of Vocations 
(717) 657-4804 ext. 282 

www.hbgdiocese.org/vocations 

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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Diocesan Student-Athletes Sign Letters of Intent
The following diocesan high school student-athletes have signed letters of intent to continue their academic education and athletic careers at the collegiate 

level. Information was submitted by their respective high schools.

Kiersten Reed, York Catholic High School, basketball at McDaniel 
College, Westminster, Md.

Ryan Ratchford, York Catholic High School, football at Misericordia 
University, Dallas, Pa.

Paul Weisser, York Catholic High School, full academic scholarship, track 
at St. Vincent College, Latrobe, Pa.

Eddie Smith, York Catholic High School, lacrosse at Delaware Valley 
University, Doylestown, Pa.

Joe Bauhof, York Catholic High School, football at the University of Mount 
Union, Alliance, Ohio.

William Amidon, Lancaster Catholic High School, football at King’s 
College, Wilkes-Barre, Pa.

Alexis Driendl, Lancaster Catholic High School, lacrosse at Widener 
University, Chester, Pa. 

Shawn Henry, Lancaster Catholic High School, baseball at Point Park 
University, Pittsburgh.

Bayley Jamanis, Lancaster Catholic High School, baseball at Seton Hill 
University, Greensburg, Pa.

Michael Jarvie, Jr., Lancaster Catholic High School, soccer at Misericordia 
University, Dallas, Pa.  

Joseph Lobeck, Lancaster Catholic High School, wrestling at Lehigh 
University, Bethlehem, Pa.  

Christopher Myers, Lancaster Catholic High School, cross country and 
track and field at Elizabethtown College.

Tyler Robinson, Lancaster Catholic High School, baseball at Frederick 
Community College, Frederick, Md.

Annaliese Schreder, Lancaster Catholic High School, basketball at Hobart 
and William Smith College, Geneva, N.Y.

Allison Warren, Lebanon Catholic School, basketball at Bryn Athyn 
College, Bryn Athyn, Pa.

Katie Laughman, Delone Catholic High School, volleyball at Millersville 
University. 

Sarah Senft, Delone Catholic High School, beach and indoor volleyball, 
Spring Hill College, Alabama.  

Cassie Rickrode, Delone Catholic High School, softball at McDaniel 
College, Westminster, Md. 

Amber Johnson, Delone Catholic High School, volleyball at Philadelphia 
University. 

Nick Gemmell, Bishop McDevitt High School, basketball at Rosemont 
College, Rosemont, Pa.

Shaneil Johnson, Bishop McDevitt High School, football at Albright 
College, Reading, Pa.

Dylan Heisey, Bishop McDevitt High School, track and field at Susque-
hanna University, Selinsgrove, Pa.

Maria Mosquera, Bishop McDevitt High School, soccer, University of 
Pittsburgh at Johnstown.

Cole Gerula, Bishop McDevitt High School, baseball, Coppin State 
University, Baltimore, Md.

Bryce Hall, Bishop McDevitt High School, football at the University of 
Virginia

Joe Joe Headen Jr., Bishop McDevitt High School, football at Old 
Dominion University, Norfolk Va.

Kevin Johnson, Bishop McDevitt High School, baseball at Anne Arundel 
Community College, Arnold, Md.

Osman Kamara, Bishop McDevitt High School, football at the University 
of West Virginia

Nick Lokitis, Bishop McDevitt High School, lacrosse at Gwynedd-Mercy 
College, Gwynned Valley, Pa.

Alex Marsico, Bishop McDevitt High School, football at Lock Haven 
University 

Kayla Mealy, Bishop McDevitt High School, field hockey at Alvernia 
University, Reading, Pa. 

Joe Mione, Bishop McDevitt High School, baseball at Gwynedd-Mercy 
College, Gwynned Valley, Pa.

Braden Weachter, Bishop McDevitt High School, football at East 
Stroudsburg University.

Kobay White, Bishop McDevitt High School, football at Boston College 
Kyree Calli, Bishop McDevitt High School, football at Lackawanna Junior 

College, Scranton, Pa.
Emily D’Amico, Trinity High School, soccer at Messiah College, 

Grantham, Pa.
Amanda Knaub, Trinity High School, soccer at Monmouth University, 

West Long Branch, N.J.  
Jack Shook, Trinity High School, lacrosse at Washington and Jefferson 

College, Washington, Pa.
Mark Mandak, Trinity High School, lacrosse at Washington and Jefferson 

College, Washington, Pa.
Griffin Smith, Trinity High School, lacrosse at Catholic University, 

Washington, D.C.
Bradley Buchter, Trinity High School, diving at the Naval Academy, 

Annapolis, Md.
Jack Vukelich, Trinity High School, basketball at Mount St. Mary’s 

University, Emmitsburg, Md.
Jordan Wyant, Trinity High School, swimming at Bloomsburg University.
Kimmi Szjanuk, Trinity High School, swimming at West Chester 

University.
Erin Meagher, Trinity High School, softball at Mount St. Mary’s 

University, Emmitsburg, Md.

Resurrection Catholic School stu-
dent Jisela Teron has been awarded 
the Dennis M. Cook Memorial 
Scholarship, a full-ride to Lancaster 
Catholic High School.

Lancaster Catholic High School 
Admissions Director Kyla Hockley 
made the announcement follow-
ing the weekly school Mass April 
21. The award came as a surprise to 
Jisela, who was spontaneously ap-
plauded by her classmates and other 
school students. 

The scholarship is awarded to an 
incoming freshman student who 
demonstrates an aptitude for studies 
and has a personal desire for a Lan-
caster Catholic education but lacks 
the financial resources necessary to 
pay tuition.

“I was worried about where she 
would go to high school. She’d got-

ten used to the smaller school at Res-
urrection,” said her mother, Sandra 
Parra.

Her mother said it was hard to keep 
the news about the award secret, but 
she, her mother and her sisters did. 
As a member of the choir, Jisela was 
already at the front of the church 
when the announcement was made. 
She dropped her book and got a hug 
from a classmate as reality set in. 
Jisela is the daughter of Parra and 
Edwin Teron of Lancaster. 

“She absolutely deserves the 
achievement,” said Resurrection 
Catholic School Principal Brenda 
Weaver. “She works hard and is very 
talented.”

(Submitted by Donna Walker, Mar-
keting Director, Resurrection Catho-
lic School.)

PHOTO COURTESY OF DONNA WALKER, RESURRECTION CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Jisela Teron, flanked by her mother Sandra Parra and grandmother Maria Parra, holds her 
certificate naming her as the Dennis M. Cook Memorial Scholarship winner, giving her a 
full ride to Lancaster Catholic High School. The Resurrection Catholic School student was  
surprised by the announcement that came after the weekly school Mass April 21 at St. 
Anthony of Padua Church. The award honors the memory of Dennis Cook, who perished 
at the World Trade Center on Sept. 11, 2001. It is awarded to a student who demonstrat-
ed scholastic aptitude and a personal desire for a Catholic education. Also pictured in 
the back row are San Juan Bautista Pastor, Father Allan Wolfe, Lancaster Catholic High 
School President Tim Hamer, and Lancaster Catholic High School Admissions Director Kyla 
Hockley.

Resurrection Catholic  
School Eighth Grader Wins  

Full-Ride to Lancaster Catholic
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness 

This academic year, the Newman 
Club of York College of Pennsylvania 
is celebrating its 50th anniversary as the 
Catholic student organization on cam-
pus. 

At colleges and universities, New-
man Clubs are named in honor of 
Blessed John Henry Cardinal Newman 
(1801-1890), a convert to Catholicism 
from the Church of England, and one 
of the great minds of the 19th century 
who was known as a prolific writer, 
persuasive preacher and Catholic apol-
ogist.

The Newman Movement in the 
United States began three years after 
the cardinal’s death, when a graduate 
medical student from the University 
of Pennsylvania gathered with sev-
eral counterparts and a parish priest 
to examine ways of offering ongoing 
enrichment and support to Catholic 
students. Through their efforts, the 
Newman Apostolate was established.

“CCM is important to me because 
it gives me a connection to a priest 
on campus. It would be rough to go 
through college without having a priest 
on campus to talk to 
and connect with,” 
said student Tanner 
Zalud.

“Newman Club 
brings students to-
gether to form friend-
ships while helping 
each other grow in 
faith,” observed Katie 
Nuzzo.

The Newman Club 
was introduced at 
York College in 1965, 
with John Pauley as 
its first president and 
“Father N” its first 
chaplain. Since then, 
it has continued to 
promote the Catho-
lic faith and enrich 
Catholic students on 
campus. 

“Radically Catho-

Newman Club at  
York College Celebrates  

50th Anniversary

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Father Carl Tancredi celebrates Mass in Brougher Chapel for the Newman Club 
students on May 5.

lic, radically proud. A little spot of 
paradise on campus,” student Mark 
Freidhoff said of Catholic Campus 
Ministry at York College.

“Catholic Campus Ministry is im-
portant to me because being involved 
in a community like this keeps me 
grounded,” said current Newman Club 
President, Shannon VanDaniker. “I feel 
safe and confident to express my reli-
gious belief in this community. Cath-
olic Campus Ministry has helped me 
form a better relationship with God.”

In celebration of its 50th anniversary 
this academic year, members of the 
Newman Club at York College gath-
ered in Brougher Chapel on Ascension 
Thursday, May 5, for a solemn Mass, 
followed by an anniversary dinner. 
Bishop Ronald Gainer was to have 
celebrated the Mass, but was unable 
to because of health concerns; Father 
Carl Tancredi, current chaplain, served 
as celebrant and homilist.

“It is important that Catholics know 
that their Church leaders want them 
to see the Catholic Church present at 
their institution of higher learning,” 
Father Tancredi told The Catholic Wit-
ness. “The Catholic Church supports 
multi-cultural education and experi-

Father Carl Tancredi, chaplain  
of the Newman Club at York  

College of Pennsylvania, bows  
in prayer during Mass to mark  

the club’s 50th anniversary.

ences. The CCM cooperates with all 
organizations on campus to show its 
Catholicity is there with all religions 
of the world, and it seeks to continue 
to share the message of Jesus Christ 
by its love of life and learning and is 
there for them in their need and time 
of crisis.”

At York College, the Newman Club 
holds regular Masses, socials, retreats 
and community service efforts. The 
club advisor is Carol Goc.  

Student Daniel Shemonski expressed 
the significance of the Newman Club’s 
mission “to help form the faith of col-
lege students in a time of their lives as 
they prepare for adulthood.”

“Newman Club is important to me 
because it makes me feel at home while 
I’m on campus by creating friendships, 
connecting to the community, and by 
strengthening my faith with God,” said 
Matthew Cates. 

Above: A little girl quietly looks on during Mass in  
Brougher Chapel May 5 to celebrate the 50th  
anniversary of the Newman Club at York College.
Left: A young woman serves as an Extraordinary  
Minister of Holy Communion during the Mass.
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Conventual Franciscan Father James McCurry, Minister  
Provincial of the Our Lady of the Angels Province, recounts the  
story of St. Maximilian Kolbe during Mass at Mother Cabrini 
Church in Shamokin on April 30. In his homily, Father McCurry 
explained that St. Maximilian knew of Shamokin because of his 
friendship with three Franciscans who ministered there. He had 
met the priests while they were in Rome in 1900s.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Prisoners held captive by the Nazi regime in the 
concentration camp at Auschwitz during World War 
II were commonly punished for the actions of their 
fellow inmates. If one person was caught stealing 
bread or slacking in hard labor, for example, fellow 
inmates on the block could expect to pay the price.

So was the case in late July 1941, when ten men 
were randomly selected to be punished because 
one of their fellow inmates was suspected to have 
escaped from Auschwitz. Among the ten selected 
was Franciszek Gajowniczek, a former sergeant in 
the Polish army, husband, and father of two teenage 
sons.

“What will become of my family? My poor fam-
ily!” Gajowniczek cried as he and his companions 
were sentenced to the starvation bunker.

Hearing Gajowniczek’s trepidation and grief, a 
fellow inmate stepped forward to the camp overseer 
and offered to take his place.

The inmate, who would give his life for his fellow 
prisoner, was Father Maximilian Kolbe, a member 
of the Franciscan Friars Conventual, known as the 
“Saint of Auschwitz.” 

To commemorate the 75th anniversary of the 
martyrdom of St. Maximilian Kolbe this year, the 
Franciscan Friars Conventual of the Our Lady of the 
Angels Province 
are sponsoring 
a pilgrimage of 
his relics, which 
were in the Dio-
cese of Harris-
burg earlier this 
month.

They traveled 
first to Mother 
Cabrini Church 
in Shamokin, 
and then to St. 
Patrick Church 
in Trevorton. A 
simpler version 
of the reliquary 
was also taken to 
the State Correc-
tional Institution 
in Coal Township 
by Conventual 
Franciscan Father 
Steven Frenier, 
pastor of Our Lady of Hope Parish in Coal Town-
ship, and Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister Susan 
Born, Chaplain at SCI Coal Township.

Relics of St. Maximilian Kolbe, ‘Saint of Auschwitz,’  
Serve as Inspiration for Charity

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Gavin Ponatoski and Conventual Franciscan Father Martin Kobos admire the reliquary. During the Mass’  
Entrance Procession, Gavin placed the reliquary in front of the ambo, amid images of St. Maximilian Kolbe 
and a chest in which people could place their intentions.

A family touches the reliquary containing relics of St. Maximilian Kolbe – shavings from his beard before he 
was arrested by the Nazis in 1941.

An image of St. Maximilian Koble is seen at Mother 
Cabrini Church April 30 during the tour of his relics.

The 18-inch 
bronze and silver 
reliquary contains 
strands of St. Maxi-
milian’s beard. Its 
base is in the shape 
of Poland, the place 
of his birth and 
death, with thorns 
arising from it to 
represent the coun-
try’s pain during 
World War II. Also 
growing forth from 
the base are two 
flowers – a white 
lily to represent St. 
Maximilian’s purity, 
and a red tulip to 
represent his mar-
tyrdom. The saint’s 
relics are encapsu-
lated in a small disc 

intertwined by the Franciscan cord.
“It’s quite an honor and blessing to have St. Maxi-

milian’s presence here,” Conventual Franciscan Fa-

ther Martin Kobos, pastor of Mother Cabrini Parish, 
told The Catholic Witness. The Conventual Francis-
cans who minister in the Diocese of Harrisburg trace 
their province’s roots to Poland, he said.

The current pilgrimage is the largest tour of the 
saint’s relics ever mounted in the United States, 
having begun at the Shrine of St. Anthony in Ellicott 
City, Md., in January and concluding there on St. 
Maximilian’s feast day, Aug. 14. By the conclusion 
of the pilgrimage, the relics will have visited 38 sites 
along the east coast and Canada.

Conventual Franciscan Father James McCurry, 
Minister Provincial of the Our Lady of the Angels 
Province, was the Mass celebrant and homilist on 
April 30 during the relics’ visit to Mother Cabrini.

“Relics remind us that saints were real human 
beings with hair, skin, bones and blood,” he said. 
“We venerate relics to connect with the real person 
behind them – now proclaimed by the Church to be 
in Heaven, from where he or she remains interested 
and involved in our lives.”

‘Martyr of Charity’
A short yet powerful biography by Father McCur-

ry – Maximilian Kolbe, Martyr of Charity – offers 
an account of St. Maximilian’s life, and is the source 
of information offered here:

More RELICS, page 12



10 - The
 Catholic Witness • May 13, 2016

by the Islamic State. Its contents fo-
cused largely on Christians who have 
been murdered and those indigenous 
communities who will or have been 
displaced from their region.

On March 17, Kerry designated Is-
lamic State actions as genocide, but the 
United States has yet to offer a plan to 
respond.

The U.N. estimates that more than 
half of Syria’s pre-civil war population 
of about 22.1 million people are in ur-
gent need of humanitarian assistance. 
Four million Syrian refugees now live 
outside of their homeland. Overall, at 
least 8 million people have been dis-
placed throughout the region, human 
rights organizations estimate.

Anderson mentioned published 
threats in the Islamic State’s magazine, 

Conference
Continued from 1

Dabiq, specifying what the group has 
called the “Crusader army” from the 
West. Such threats have not only been 
carried out in many parts of the Middle 
East but have haunted the lives of inno-
cent men, women and children, he said.

The Knights of Columbus has raised 
more than $10.5 million for relief since 
2014 while partnering with dioceses 
and religious organizations to provide 
victims with food, clothing, shelter, ed-
ucation and medical attention, he said.

Anderson concluded his presentation 
by proposing that the U.N. take legal 
action against the Islamic State and oth-
er terrorist groups to prevent the eradi-
cation of long-standing and indigenous 
communities in the Middle East. He 
called for punishment of the perpetra-
tors and for the establishment of inter-
national standards of justice, equality, 
the rule of law and religious freedom.

Sister Maria de Guadalupe Rodrigo, a 
member of the Congregation of the In-

carnate Word who has spent 18 years in 
the Middle East as a missionary, spoke 
of her experienced living in Aleppo, 
Syria, a major battleground in the civil 
war.

“I remember the first two months 
when this all started, we all remained 
inside,” she said. “There were constant 
explosions and gunshots. We couldn’t 
sleep. But these weeks turned into 
months and the months into years.”

Sister Maria de Guadalupe described 
how children playing on the street col-
lect bullets and trade them with one an-
other because they could find nothing 
else to play with. Children should not 
be concerned about safety, but safety is 
all they think about, she said.

A child captured and tortured by ISIS 
also addressed the conference. Samia 
Sleman, 15, of Hardan, Iraq, a village 
north of Mount Sinjar, gave an emo-
tional speech about her time in captiv-
ity. A member of the Yazidi minority, 

Sleman spent six months sequestered 
along with other girls who were starved, 
raped and sold to other Islamic State 
members.

Sleman brought attention to the many 
girls whom Islamic State members take 
as sex slaves while their mothers are 
killed for being “too old.” Some en-
slaved girls are as young 7 or 8 years 
old, she said.

Despite the horrific actions of her 
captors, Sleman, whose family is still 
being held, spoke on their behalf so the 
U.N. and world governments would act 
to end the genocide taking place.

In another session, Jacqueline Isaac, 
vice president of Roads of Success, a 
Southern California organization ad-
dressing human rights in the Middle 
East, asked, “Where are you, world?”

Victims of ISIS are more than num-
bers, but human beings, she said, as 
many in the audience rose to their feet 
and applauded.

By Junno Arocho Esteves
Catholic News Service

Serving the pastoral needs of the Pontifical Swiss 
Guard means to care for the spiritual development of 
a very “unusual parish,” the guard’s chaplain said. 

“My first role is to accompany them, to be both 
brother and father and encourage their human and 
spiritual growth, aware that being here in Rome, in 
the center of universal Catholicism, is a unique ex-
perience for them that opens new horizons on the 
Church,” Father Thomas Widmer said. 

The 31-year-old Swiss priest spoke to L’Osservatore 
Romano, the Vatican newspaper, May 4 as the Swiss 
Guard prepared for the annual swearing-in ceremony 
for new recruits.

Father Widmer was named by Pope Francis as 
chaplain of the Pontifical Swiss Guard in December 
2015. The soldiers are responsible for guarding all 
entrances into Vatican City State and keeping watch 
over the pope and his residence in the Domus Sanc-
tae Marthae. 

They also provide security and ceremonial services 
during liturgical events and visits of heads of state 
and other dignitaries to the Vatican.

However, Father Widmer said their mission isn’t 
limited to solely providing security but also includes 
“deepening their faith and to experience the Church 
close to the Roman pontiff.”

To do this, Father Widmer regularly gives cat-
echesis to new recruits to help them understand the 
“meaning, the fidelity and the sense of giving their 
lives” as soldiers of the Swiss Guard. 

The swearing-in ceremony held May 6 every year 
marks the date in 1527 when 147 Swiss Guards lost 
their lives defending Pope Clement VII in the Sack 
of Rome. Only 42 guards survived. Holding the cer-

CNS/PAUL HARING
A new Swiss Guard recruit marches forward during the swearing-in ceremony for 23 new recruits at the Vati-
can May 6. New recruits are sworn in every year May 6, commemorating the date in 1527 when 147 Swiss 
soldiers died defending the pope during an attack on Rome. 

Guards are Part of a Unique Parish, Chaplain Says

By Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service

With their left hands clutching a standard and their 
right hands raised with three fingers open symbolizing 
the Holy Trinity, 23 new Swiss Guard recruits pledged 
to “faithfully, loyally and honorably” serve and pro-
tect the pope and, if necessary, sacrifice their lives for 
him.

The pageantry of the annual May 6 ceremony did 
not lessen the solemnity of the occasion that marks the 
date in 1527 when 147 Swiss Guards lost their lives 
defending Pope Clement VII in the Sack of Rome.

The ceremony in the Vatican’s San Damaso Court-
yard is meant to remind new guards of the seriousness 
of their commitment on the anniversary of their pre-
decessors’ death.

Father Thomas Widmer, chaplain of the Swiss 
Guard, read to the new recruits their oath to protect 

the pope and the College of Cardinals when the See of 
St. Peter is vacant.

Following the proclamation, each of the new re-
cruits swore to “diligently and faithfully” abide by 
the oath through the intercession of “God and ... his 
saints.”

At an audience May 7, Pope Francis urged the new 
recruits to use their service as an opportunity “to grow 
in faith, experience the universality of the Church and 
experience brotherhood.”

“You are called to live your work as a mission that 
the Lord himself entrusts to you, to seize the time you 
spend here in Rome – in the heart of Christianity – as 
an opportunity to deepen your friendship with Jesus 
and to walk toward the goal of every true Christian 
life: holiness,” the pope said. 

Entrusting them to the intercession of Mary and 
their patron saints – Sts. Martin and Sebastian – the 
pope said he hoped the Swiss Guards would live their 

days of service “strong in the faith and generous in 
charity toward the people you will meet.”

Prior to the May 6 ceremony, the new recruits and 
their families, friends and fellow guards attended a 
morning Mass presided by Cardinal Pietro Parolin, 
Vatican secretary of state.

Cardinal Parolin told them to respond to their first 
calling as baptized Christians: to bring “the Gospel 
to men and women and to give witness to the joyful 
message of true life.”

The sacrifice of the brave 147 soldiers who perished 
in the Sack of Rome, he added, would not have been 
possible without “faith in the Lord of life, without 
faith in the resurrection.”

“Sustained by this faith in the risen Jesus and 
strengthened by the joyful experience that the Lord 
gives life in its fullness, I invite you dear guards, to 
have the courage to be witnesses in today’s world de-
spite the difficulties,” the cardinal said.

Swiss Guard Recruits Pledge  
to Protect the Pope with their Lives

emony on the anniversary is meant to remind new 
guards of the seriousness of their commitment.

Another key aspect in the spiritual life of the Swiss 
Guards is in carrying out works of mercy. Volunteers 
often accompany Archbishop Konrad Krajewski, the 

papal almoner, to prepare and distribute food to the 
poor and the homeless. 

Through their physical and spiritual training, Fa-
ther Widmer said he hopes to develop their formation 
and achieve their “human and spiritual maturation.”
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By Lou Baldwin 
Catholic News Service

The Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament, the congrega-
tion founded by St. Katharine 
Drexel, announced that it will 
sell its historic motherhouse in 
Bensalem, Pa. The 44-acre prop-
erty also contains the National 
Shrine of St. Katharine Drexel 
and her tomb.

At a future date, St. Katha-
rine’s tomb will be moved to the 
Cathedral Basilica of SS. Peter 
and Paul in Philadelphia.

At the same time, the con-
gregation has placed for sale 
a 2,200-acre property in Vir-
ginia that was the location of 
two schools founded by St. 
Katharine and her sister, Louise 
Drexel Morrell.

Blessed Sacrament Sister 
Donna Breslin, the president 
of the congregation, said in a 
statement that a portion of the 
proceeds from the sales will sup-
port the care of retired sisters.

As her order prepares to cel-
ebrate its 125th anniversary in 
July, she said the sisters are also  
“serving some of the most 
vulnerable people in the United 
States, Haiti and Jamaica.”

Proceeds from the sale of the 
properties will be used “to chal-
lenge, in new ways, all forms 
of racism as well as the deeply 
rooted injustices in the world,” 
Sister Donna said.

The decision, according to the 
statement, will make it possible 
for the congregation to carry for-

CNS/DAN RUSSO, WITNESS
Christian Brother Stephen William Markham poses April 26 with his life-long 
friend, Father Scott Bullock, pastor of St. Edward Parish in Waterloo, Iowa. In  
mid-June Brother Markham is scheduled to receive a kidney from his friend  
through transplant surgery at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn. 

By Dan Russo
Catholic News Service

Christian Brother Stephen William 
Markham and Father Scott Bullock 
already shared a strong spiritual bond 
as two men who have dedicated their 
lives to serving Christ as a consecrated 
religious and a priest.

Very soon, they also will be connect-
ed by blood.

Come June 16, or thereabout, Broth-
er Markham is scheduled to receive a 
kidney from his friend through trans-
plant surgery at the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minn.

Since March 2015, Brother 
Markham, 72, a native of Rickards-
ville, Iowa, near Dubuque, has been 
dependent on dialysis to survive. A 
flare-up of chronic glomerulonephritis, 
a kidney disease he has had since age 
14, caused his organs to fail. The sur-
gery is expected to end the treatments.

Brother Markham remembers clearly 
the day he learned about his donor.

“It was a very humbling but very 
good feeling. It didn’t sink in until I got 
to dialysis that day,” he recalled.

“Father Scott and I had lunch the oth-
er day and I tried to say to him, there’s 
just no way [I can] thank him enough. 
He said, ‘You have thanked me.’”

Father Bullock and Brother 
Markham became friends when they 
served from 1999 to 2002 at parishes 
in nearby towns southeast of Dubuque. 
Father Bullock, the current pastor at St. 
Edward Parish in Waterloo, Iowa, said 
he is not nervous about the surgery.

“It gives me a lot of joy to be able to 
do it. As a priest, I’m trying to model 
my life after Jesus. This seems like a 

Iowa Priest Donating Kidney to Longtime Friend, a Religious Brother

perfectly concrete way to do that. I’m 
going to be a priest 25 years this year,” 
Father Bullock said.

Brother Markham joined the Christian 
Brothers soon after graduating from St. 
Joseph School in Rickardsville and Holy 
Cross High School in Holy Cross and 
later served as a teacher, an administrator 
and in posts for his religious order fol-
lowed by assignments in the Dubuque 
Archdiocese.

In 2015, Brother Markham was serving 
in Chicago as director of vocation minis-
try for his order and had been appointed 
as vice provincial when he learned his 
kidneys were failing. After medications 

did not arrest the illness, his doctors en-
couraged him to seek a live donor. He 
sent word of his need through the order, 
parish bulletins and even in an interview 
with The Witness, the Dubuque archdi-
ocesan newspaper. The story caught the 
eye of several potential donors, including 
Father Bullock.

“I read the article about Stephen,” the 
priest said. “I thought it was sad he was 
in a situation like that. I finished reading 
[The Witness] and put it in the trash. Then 
I took it back out, and thought I needed 
to consider being a donor more closely. I 
decided to take the next step.”

He underwent tests at the Mayo Clinic 

and learned he was a match for the pro-
cedure. He made the final decision to 
donate after a night in prayer.

Brother Markham was reluctant at 
first to advertise his need but realizes 
the providence of God in his disease 
and in the donation.

“I’m so conscious of the fact that I 
am receiving something that the odds 
are that it will only be better,” he said. 
“I’m nervous about the whole thing 
in that [Father Bullock] is giving up 
something that is working well for 
him.”

Now retired and living in Balltown, 
Iowa, Brother Markham is expected to 
spend several weeks in recovery at a 
special facility at Mayo.

Father Bullock, now in his 50s and in 
good health, is expected to recover at 
home after a few days at Mayo before 
being released. Full recovery could 
take up to six weeks. Father Bullock’s 
brother priests have agreed to assist 
with his sacramental duties. Women 
from the Seven Sisters prayer ministry 
at his parish have agreed to assist with 
home care.

Both are asking for prayers that the 
surgery goes well. After the transplant, 
Brother Markham will be required to 
take anti-rejection medicine for the rest 
of his life, but otherwise will be able to 
live normally. He considers that a small 
price to pay for the opportunity to re-
ceive a healthy kidney.

“There are no words to be grateful 
enough for all the support,” he said. 
“I’m grateful to Father Scott and all the 
others who have shown their generos-
ity and love. I’m eternally grateful to 
God for many blessings.” 

St. Katharine Drexel Shrine, Blessed  
Sacrament Motherhouse Put up for Sale

ward the vision and spirit of St. 
Katharine Drexel, who left her 
prominent Philadelphia family 
to establish a religious order in 
1891 with the primary purpose 
to minister to Native Americans 
and African Americans.

In a separate statement, Phila-
delphia Archbishop Charles J. 
Chaput voiced his support and 
prayers for the sisters.

“I’m also happy to share that 
I have guaranteed archdiocesan 
support for the sisters as their 
plan unfolds over the next few 
years,” he said. “They’ve com-
mitted to keeping the national 
shrine open to visitors through 
at least 2017. When the time 
is right to do so, the remains 
of St. Katharine Drexel will be 
transferred to the care of the 
archdiocese and entombed in 
an appropriate location in the 
Cathedral Basilica of SS. Peter 
and Paul.

“It is both an honor and a 
blessing to accept this responsi-
bility. We’ll also work collabora-
tively with the sisters to make 
sure their archival records are 
cared for appropriately within 
our archdiocese.”

The Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament at their peak num-
bered about 600, but have 
dwindled to about 104 today, 
with more than half retired and 
living at the motherhouse.

Most of the deceased mem-
bers are buried on the Bensalem 
property as are the parents, 
sisters and brothers-in-law of St. 
Katharine and priests promi-
nent in the congregation’s 
history. The statements did 
not address what will 
become of the cem-
eteries.

The area of the cathedral sug-
gested for St. Katharine’s tomb 
is near the altar dedicated to her 
at the rear of the basilica. The 
altar was donated by St. Katha-
rine and her sisters Elizabeth 
and Louise in memory of their 
parents, Francis and Emma 
Drexel.

St. Katharine Drexel was born 
Nov. 26, 1858 into Philadel-
phia’s wealthiest family. She left 
everything to found her con-
gregation in 1891 and devoted 
her considerable fortune to the 
Native and African American 
missions.

She died March 3, 
1955 and was canonized 

Oct. 1, 2000. The 

Cathedral Basilica of SS. Peter 
and Paul where she will now 
be entombed was the site of her 
funeral Mass.

The Bensalem property that 
contains 10 buildings was also 
the site of the former Holy 
Providence School a small resi-
dential school.

The Virginia property was 
the site of St. Francis de Sales 
School, a residential school 

for African-American girls 
founded by St. Katharine, 
and St. Emma’s Academy, 

a residential school for 
African-American 

boys founded by 
Louise and Edward 
Morrell. Before the 
schools closed in 
the early 1970s, 

they educated 
nearly 15,000 

students.

The National Shrine of St. Katharine Drexel  
and the motherhouse of the Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament in Bensalem, Pa., will be sold, it was  
announced May 3.

CNS/SARAH WEBB, CATHOLICPHILLY.COM
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The real life story of a harrowing es-
cape from the Rwandan genocide and the 
40-year history of a Catholic evangelist 
exalting the power of God in a healing 
ministry are the prime ingredients of a Di-
vine Mercy Weekend retreat at Mount St. 
Mary’s University in Emmitsburg, Md., 
June 24-26.

Sponsored by the Evangelization/Stew-
ardship Mission at St. Francis Xavier 
Parish in Gettysburg, the event has been 
planned as an outreach to the Catholic dio-
ceses of Harrisburg, Baltimore and Wash-
ington. It is open to the public.  

Immaculee Ilbagiza,  of New York, who 
made headlines with the book she wrote, 
Left To Tell, describing her experience in 
escaping the Rwandan troops, armed only 
with a Rosary given to her by her father 
and hiding for weeks in a bathroom with 
several other women, will deliver four 
talks, two Friday evening, June 24, and 
two the following morning.  

The four presentations will cover the 
range of emotions she encountered: fear, 
rage and hate, before capping it all with 

Immaculee Ilibagiza and Kathleen McCarthy  
to Lead Divine Mercy Retreat in Emmitsburg

forgiveness, a sure sign of mercy.  
Kathleen McCarthy, of Philadelphia, 

President of InHisSign Radio, author, 
and Director at Malvern Retreat Center in 
Pennsylvania, will deliver three messages, 
two Saturday and one on Sunday. Her core 
theme will be “The merciful love of God 
the Father.”

“Her gift of story-telling, mixed with 40 
years of ministry and strong undergirding 
of faith and wisdom, has touched many 
hearts as she proclaims God’s Word,” ac-
cording to Katherine Reid, a member of 
the mission team who crafted the weekend 
after hearing both speakers at other events.

“Both speakers provide the right an-
swers to change your life,” she said.

Ilbagiza, who lost most of her family in 
the genocide, noted in an interview that 
“When you forgive, you can’t believe the 
transformation that takes place in your 
heart. If I can forgive, anyone can for-
give.”

McCarthy, who suffered losses with the 
death of her husband and then her house 
by fire, as well as personal and family ill-

nesses, is known for “her uncompromis-
ing love of God and His love for her” 
while sustaining her during times of trial.  

The third member of the retreat team is 
Father Douglas McKay, of Philadelphia, 
Spiritual Director of Our House Minis-
tries. He devotes his time “to those whose 
pain and brokenness have driven them to 
addiction.” He recalls he had several calls 
from God to the priesthood, the final one 
coming after he got into a fight (which he 
says he won) at Sam’s Bar in Grays Ferry, 
Pa.  

He will celebrate Mass twice for the re-
treatants, one on Saturday afternoon and 
at the close of the weekend activities on 
Sunday. Women at the Well will provide 
music for the liturgies.

Father Lawrecne McNeil of Hanover 
will be on hand for the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation.

Seating for the weekend will be limited 
to 550, Reid observed, so it’s important 
to make reservations as soon as possible. 
Registrations will close Wednesday, June 
22.

For those planning to travel to and from 
the university, there is a basic package in-
cluding “all you want to eat” dinner and 
evening snack on Friday; breakfast, lunch, 
dinner and evening snack on Saturday; 
and breakfast on Sunday. Cost will be 
$157 per person.

A guest package for those wanting to 
stay overnight on the campus will include 
appropriate quarters plus everything in the 
basic package for $237 per person.

Registration forms must be obtained 
from and returned to Katherine Reid at 
2135 Buchanan Valley Rd., Orrtanna, PA 
17353. The forms must be returned to her 
with a check made payable to her with to-
tal package cost. The name “Retreat Reg-
istration” should be written on the lower 
left corner of the return envelope.  

A letter confirming each reservation 
and check-in time will be sent one to two 
weeks after its receipt. Special needs/re-
quests should be made to her email: kathy-
reid57@hotmail.com.

(Press release submitted by Ed Lucken-
baugh, St. Francis Xavier Parish, Gettys-
burg.)

COURTESY OF FATHER MARTIN KOBOS, OFM, CONV.
Conventual Franciscan Father Steven Frenier, pastor of Our Lady of Hope Parish 
in Coal Township, and Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister Susan Born, Chaplain at 
SCI Coal Township, prepare to take a smaller version of the reliquary to inmates. 
St. Maximilian is the patron saint of prisoners.

St. Maximilian was born Raymond 
Kolbe in the village of Zduńska Wola, 
Poland, on Jan. 8, 1894. He was the 
second of five sons. His two youngest 
brothers died in infancy.

Raymond’s parents – Juliusz and 
Marianna – belonged to the Third Or-
der of St. Francis, and instilled in their 
sons a love for Church and country. 
Frequently, the family visited the na-
tional shrine of Jasna Góra in Czesto-
chowa, home of the Black Madonna, 
the queen of Poland. 

When Raymond was about ten years 
old, he saw a vision of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary while praying in his par-
ish church of St. Matthew’s. Our Lady 
offered him a vision of two crowns: a 
white one of purity and a red one of 
martyrdom. Young Raymond accepted 
both, and thus the reliquary carrying 
his relics is decorated with a white lily 
and a red tulip.

Raymond joined the Franciscan Or-
der in 1907 at the age of 13. His older 
brother Francis and younger brother 
Joseph would also join the order, 
although Francis did not persevere 
with his religious vocation and instead 
joined in the fight for Polish freedom. 
While their sons were in the seminary, 
Juliusz and Marianna received ecclesial 
permission to separate and take perpet-
ual vows of celibacy so that he could 
join the Franciscans and she could 
enter a convent of contemplative nuns. 
Juliusz, however, did not continue with 
the Franciscans, and instead joined to 
fight against the Russians.

Raymond was given the name Maxi-
milian during his investiture, and was 
ordained on April 28, 1918. He became 
devoted to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and the Immaculate Conception, and 
soon began to seeks ways of evangeliz-
ing the people. 

In his lifetime, he founded the Militia 
Immaculata, an evangelization move-
ment, and the Cities of the Immaculata 
in Poland and Japan. At the time, it was 
the largest religious community in the 
world, with more than 700 friars. 

Father Kolbe also published count-
less pieces of literature, a daily news-
paper with a circulation of more than 
230,000 and a monthly magazine with 
more than one million subscribers. 

Upon the Nazi invasion of Poland on 
Sept. 1, 1939, Father Kolbe sought his 
barber, Brother Kamil, to get rid of his 

Relics
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to the “Block of Death,” where they 
were locked away without food or wa-
ter. In the final days, he led the prison-
ers in hymns and in the recitation of 
the Rosary, which emanated from the 
bunker’s small window.

On Aug. 14, two weeks after the ten 
prisoners entered the starvation cell, 
four of them remained barely alive – 
including Father Kolbe. They were ad-
ministered a lethal injection of carbolic 
acid, and their bodies were carried 
away. Father Kolbe’s body would be 
cremated the following day, the Feast 
of the Assumption of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary.

The Nazis used as a dumping ground 
for the ashes a marshy area about a 
mile from Auschwitz in a town called 
Harmęze. With the fall of Communism 
in 1989, the Franciscan Friars Conven-
tual obtained a small tract of land there 
to build a church, and, during construc-
tion, came to realize that the town had 
its own coat of arms – a field with two 
crowns.

“Hence, St. Maximilian Kolbe’s 
lifelong journey of the two crowns 
literally ended at the place of the two 
crowns,” Father McCurry’s book 
concludes, “where, by the love of God, 
he exchanged the white and the red for 
one of gold.”

Franciszek Gajowniczek was liber-
ated from Auchwitz by the Allies, after 
spending more than five years in Ger-
man concentration camps. He was re-
united with his wife, however his sons 
died before his liberation in a Soviet 
bombardment of Poland in 1945.

On Oct. 10, 1982, St. John Paul II 
canonized St. Maximilian Kolbe as a 
“Martyr of Charity.” Among those in 
attendance for the canonization was 
Franciszek Gajowniczek. He died in 
1995 at the age of 93.

St. Maximilian is the patron saint of 
prisoners, journalists, families, volun-
teers, the pro-life movement and the 
chemically addicted.

“St. Maximilian was one of those 
special people in the life of the Church 
who cultivated a strong devotion to the 
Blessed Mother,” Father Kobos said. 
“He felt strongly that we are all called 
to use all the tools at our disposal to 
spread the Gospel message.”

For more information on St. Maxili-
milian and the Our Lady of the Angels 
Province of the Franciscan Friars 
Conventual, visit: www.marytown.org 
or www.olaprovince.org. 

beard so as to be less conspicuous to 
the invaders. Brother Kamil placed the 
beard in a cloth for preservation, but 
Father Kolbe insisted that it be cast into 
the stove. The barber complied, but, 
unbeknownst to Father Kolbe, no fire 
had been burning, and the beard was 
saved.

“The friars probably suspected Maxi-
milian’s sanctity at that time, and were 
rather enterprising in keeping his hair, 
since his body was eventually cremated 
at Auschwitz,” Father Kobos observed. 
“Because of their forethought, we now 
have his hair as a relic.”

On Sept. 19, 1939, the Nazis arrested 
Father Kolbe and ransacked the friary, 
sealing the presses and destroying 
religious statues. The priest would be 
released on Dec. 8, and he set out to 
resume publication of his magazine. 
What would be the only wartime edi-
tion was published for December 1940/
January 1941, and included an article 

entitled Truth. The article, which as-
serted that there can only be one truth, 
and that it is found in the faith, drew 
the ire of the Nazis. Father Kolbe was 
arrested again on Feb. 17, 1941. He 
was taken to Pawiak Prison and arrived 
at Auschwitz on May 28. He was pris-
oner number 16670.

As Father Kolbe was well-known 
from the circulation of his publications, 
many prisoners sought him for counsel 
and Confession. He organized prayer 
groups, and was known for sharing his 
bread rations and bolstering the faith 
and positive attitudes of his fellow 
inmates.

When Father Kolbe stepped forward 
to take the place of Franciszek Gajown-
iczek in the starvation bunker in July of 
1941, the Nazi overseer asked him who 
he was. Father Kolbe replied, “I am a 
Catholic priest.”

Gajowniczek’s life was spared, and 
Father Kolbe and nine others were led 
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Harrisburg  
Diocesan Council of 

Catholic Women
Invites all women of the diocese to their

Sixth Annual Retreat
Mount St. Mary’s University,  

Emmitsburg, MD
June 10 -12, 2016  

(Friday evening until Sunday noon)

Retreat Master: 
Father Dwight Schlaline, pastor of Our Lady 

of the Visitation Parish in Shippensburg and  
Campus Minister at Shippensburg University

Registration Deadline: 
May 30, 2016

Contact Barbara McCarthy at 717-534-1858 
or FranBarbMc@aol.com with questions or to 
register. Registration forms are also available on 
the HDCCW website: http://hdccw.webs.com/ 
calendar

Summer Adult Faith Formation Offerings

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Ab-
bottstown: You are cordially invited to a festive and 
enjoyable afternoon of ethnic food, music, cultural dances, 
theme basket raffles, silent auction and more on Sunday, 
May 22 at 12:30 p.m. at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
in Abbottstown. Featured guest emcee is Marty Rotela, a 
Grammy nominee singer, composer and evangelist. This 
event will help raise funds for much needed medicines and 
basic supplies that Father Marcoe and members of the 
mission group will take to Jamaica in early October. The 
festival committee will appreciate donations of food and 
items for the silent auction. Contact Luz Socrates at 717-
873-3650 or luzvsoc@hotmail.com.

St. Joseph Parish in Lancaster will host 6 
Big Nights June 27-July 2, Monday-Thursday, 6-10 p.m.; 
Friday 6-11 p.m. and Saturday 5-11 p.m. at 1409 Wabank 
Road, Lancaster. Food-Rides-Games-Bingo-Jeanne’s 
Attic. Fireworks on Friday night. FREE Parking & FREE 
Admission. Ride most of the rides all night long Monday-
Wednesday for $12 (SAVE 40%) with a purchase of a 
“Discount Ride Coupon” prior to midnight Jun 26; go to 
www.stjosephcatholicclub.com/carnival for details.

The Annual Buchanan Valley Picnic will be 
held Saturday, August 27 from noon until dusk, rain or 
shine. Home cooked Family-style ham and chicken din-

ners will be served all day. Price is $10 for adults; $4 for 
children ages 6 to 12; and ages 5 and under are free. To 
be held at the picnic grove at the St. Ignatius Loyola 
Church at 1095 Church Road, Orrtanna, the picnic has 
been a tradition for over 175 years. Nestled in the quaint, 
and beautiful hills of Buchanan Valley, historically known 
for the capture of Mary Jemison in 1758 by the Indians, 
it is an old-fashioned picnic with games for the children, 
bingo, music, and good food. For more information, 
contact St. Ignatius Loyola Church at 717-677-8012, 1095 
Church Road, Orrtanna, PA 17353

St. Philip’s Parish Festival in Millersville, 
sponsored by the Men of St. Philips, will be held Thursday 
June 2 through Saturday June 4, featuring exciting rides, 
games for everyone, and sinfully delicious food. This great 
social event brings the community together in a festive 
atmosphere while raising money in support of the Youth 
Ministry, the Cub and Boy Scouts, the parish picnic, the 
ever popular community Thanksgiving Meal as well as St. 
Mary’s Community meal and other church and community 
activities. Don’t miss out on the fun! For more information 
Contact Bob Ziemba at 717-330-5512 or email Bob at 
Rwzump@gmail.com.  Volunteers always welcome! St. 
Philips is located at 2111 Millersville Pike just outside of 
Lancaster. 

The 2016 Summer Session of the Diocesan Insti-
tute runs throughout the month of June. All offerings 
are open to any interested adult, including those who 
are pursuing catechetical certification in the diocese 
and those who simply wish to grow in their knowl-
edge of the Catholic faith.

Learn from home option: Webinars allow you to 
participate in Diocesan Institute courses in “real time” 
from home or to request recordings to view at your 
convenience. Webinar offerings are clearly marked.

Visit www.hbgdiocese.org and click on the “Dioc-
esan Institute Courses and Registration” icon on the 
homepage to access the complete Summer Session 
schedule and registration form.

The Diocesan Institute for Catechetical and Pas-
toral Formation provides academic and pastoral for-
mation for Catholic laity interested in service to the 
Church and those seeking personal enrichment. The 
Institute assists the laity in their life-long journey of 
faith formation by providing opportunities for them 
to deepen their understanding of Sacred Scripture, 
Catholic theology and authentic spirituality, and by 
enabling them to develop the necessary skills to be-
come more efficacious signs of Christ’s presence 
among God’s people.

For information about the Diocesan Institute or 
obtaining catechetical certification in the Diocese of 
Harrisburg, contact Ryan Bolster at 717-657-4804, 
ext. 225, or rbolster@hbgdiocese.org. 

 
BASIC CATECHETICAL  

CERTIFICATION COURSES

Overview of Catholic Doctrine:  
The Creed

What does it mean to pray, “I believe in God, the 
Father almighty…”? What is the faith that Catho-
lics profess? This course explores in detail the core 
tenets of the Catholic faith as they are expressed in 
the Apostles’ Creed.  Topics to be addressed include: 
God’s Revelation, the nature of faith and belief, the 
Holy Trinity, creation, the nature of man, original sin, 
Jesus Christ, the Paschal Mystery, the Holy Spirit, 
the Church, and the four last things (death, judgment, 
heaven and hell).

June 7, 8, 14, and 16, 2016
6:30-9:00 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
ALSO AVAILABLE VIA WEBINAR
Mr. James Gontis
$25.00

Introduction to Scripture
“Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ” 

(Saint Jerome). In other words, it is imperative for 
those who seek to deepen their relationship with Je-

sus to immerse themselves in God’s Holy Word. This 
course addresses:

*How we come to know God through His Revela-
tion in Sacred Scripture

*The story of salvation history that is woven 
throughout Scripture

*The relationship between Sacred Scripture, Sa-
cred Tradition, and the Magisterium (teaching office 
of the Church)

*What it means to say that Scripture is both “in-
spired” and “inerrant”

*Keys to correctly approaching, understanding and 
interpreting Scripture 

*How to choose a Scripture translation and tips for 
personal Scripture study

June 13, 15, 22, 27, and 29, 2016
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
ALSO AVAILABLE VIA WEBINAR
Mr. Ryan Bolster
$25.00

ADVANCED CATECHETICAL  
CERTIFICATION COURSES

 
Advanced Scripture:  

Survey of the Old Testament
This course is meant to familiarize participants with 

the Old Testament. We’ll start with a presentation 
of some helpful Church documents as well as Near 
Eastern history and geography. Then we will examine 
the entire Old Testament – the Law, the Prophets, and 
the Writings. We will also explore some highlights 
of Israel’s religious life, including the Covenant, the 
Priesthood, and the Temple. We will conclude with 
a short study of the use of the Old Testament in the 
New Testament. 

June 7, 9, 16, 23, 28, and 30, 2016
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Saint Joseph Parish, Danville
ALSO AVAILABLE VIA WEBINAR
Rev. James Lease
$50.00
 

ELECTIVES

Science and the Church:  
“Truth Cannot Contradict Truth”

This course is intended to demonstrate that what 
science teaches us about the world is altogether con-
sistent with the Catholic faith. There is, in fact, no 
“war” between science and the Catholic Church, for 
as Pope Saint John Paul II wrote, “Truth Cannot Con-
tradict Truth.” There will be five parts to be covered 
in four sessions: 1) How we know things and the lim-

its of science; 2) The Catholic Church as the Midwife 
of Science; 3) Catholic Teaching and Cosmology—
Creatio ex Nihilo; 4) Catholic Teaching and Evolu-
tion—Made in His Image; 5) Catholic Teaching and 
the Mind—Who has a Soul? 

June 6, 13, 20, and 27, 2016
10:00 a.m. – noon
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
ALSO AVAILABLE VIA WEBINAR
Dr. Robert Kurland 
$25.00

The Face of Mercy
    In his Bull of Indiction announcing the Extraor-

dinary Jubilee of Mercy, entitled The Face of Mercy, 
Pope Francis wrote that this Holy Year is “dedicated 
to living out in our daily lives the mercy” which God 
“constantly extends to all of us.” In this session, we 
will explore the three main themes on which the Holy 
Father focuses for the Year of Mercy, namely:

    1) The theological understanding of God’s mercy
    2) Practical ways to live well the Holy Year
    3) The pope’s particular calls for justice and 

conversion
We also will consider a correct understanding of the 

relationship between justice and mercy. Finally, we 
will delve into some of the key aspects of the Divine 
Mercy devotions as given by Jesus to Saint Faustina 
and written in her diary, Divine Mercy in My Soul. 

  
June 20, 2016
6:30-9:30 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
ALSO AVAILABLE VIA WEBINAR
Mr. James Gontis
$15.00

The Saints in Mercy
    This session will explore the lives of several of 

the many holy men and women in the history of the 
Church who were transformed by the power of God’s 
mercy, and who teach us how we too can be witnesses 
of mercy for others. St. Therese of Lisieux, St. Vin-
cent de Paul, St. John of God, St. John Bosco, St. 
Elizabeth of Hungary, St. Katharine Drexel, St. Peter 
Claver, St. Gianna Beretta Molla and others all model 
for us how to be instruments of God’s mercy in our 
world.

June 21, 2016 
7:00-8:30 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
ALSO AVAILABLE VIA WEBINAR
Mr. Ryan Bolster 
$10.00

Parish Festivals
(Information on parish festivals should be sent via e-mail to Communications@hbgdiocese.org 

for publication in The Catholic Witness and on the diocesan Website.)
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Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in May during 
the past 25 years:

Father Gerard Heim, 1991
Msgr. George Lentocha, 1997
Father John Smith, 1999
Msgr. Hubert J. McGuire, 2003
Father John Campion, 2010
Father Richard P. Waldron, 2011
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden, 

2013.

The names of the following de-
ceased persons have been submitted 
by their parishes. Please remember 
in your prayers the happy repose of 
these recently departed souls and the 
consolation of their loved ones.

ANNVILLE – St. Paul the Apostle: 
Harry Boger, James Boger, June 
Berger, Randy Scott Rittle.

BERWICK – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Charles Chiki.

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: 
Margaret L. (Peggy) Cavallini.

BONNEAUVILLE – St. Joseph the 
Worker: Gerald L. Pfaff.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: 
Theresa Shriver.

COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady of 
Hope: Erich S. Schaeffer, Sr.

CONEWAGO – Sacred Heart of 
Jesus: Charles J. Klunk.

DANVILLE – St. Joseph: Catherine 
Bennick, Margaret Minnich.

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis 
Xavier: Barbara A. Redding.

HANOVER – St. Joseph: Joan C. 
Fuhrman, Margaret Hufnagle, Mary 
C. Leonard, Roberta Moore, Joseph 
C. Rang, James B. Smith, Marion 
Stauffer, Randolph Thiec, Patricia 
Wickline; St. Vincent de Paul: Ida Mae 
Calderone.

HARRISBURG – Holy Name of 
Jesus: David L. Abbott, Jr., Grace M. 
Frishkorn, Kaitlyn T. McGarrity, Silvia 
L. Silberman; St. Catherine Labouré: 
Helen Johnstonbaugh; St. Margaret 
Mary: Florence Drill.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: Jean 
Gaspari.

LANCASTER – St. Anne: Carolyn 
Freeman, Romaine Freeman, Michael 
Kruika; St. John Neumann: Dorothy 
Albright, Donna Corcoran,  
Christopher Cornwell, Tara Joy Di 
Domenico, William Hannigan, Peg 
Kingree, Angelo Ragogna.

LEWISTOWN – Sacred Heart of 
Jesus: George Vasiloff.

MCSHERRYSTOWN – 
Annunciation BVM: Christine  
Hagarman, Charles H. Weaver.

MECHANICSBURG – St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton: Helen Crocker; 
St. Joseph: John Audino, Beatrice  
Barrella, Evelyn Filipelli, Margie 
Freda, Myrlis Dove Hinckley,  
Catherine Martin, Arthur Myers, 
Nazareth Pantaloni.

MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows 
BVM: Dana Elzi.

MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the 
Apostle: Bettie Garbini, Joan Latimer, 
George Patterson, Kevin Pillion, Bela 
Szolnoki.

NEW CUMBERLAND – St. 
Theresa: Cathleen Martin, Edwin 
Moore, Andrew Tignanelli.

NEW FREEDOM – St. John the 
Baptist: Antoinette Curreri, William F. 
Snyder, Raymond L. Wilkerson.

NEW OXFORD – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Teresa Small.

PALMYRA – Holy Spirit: 
Kristopher John Conforti, Patricia Ann 
Scrignoli.

STEELTON – Prince of Peace: 
Kathy (Cramer) Carnes, Emil Dzur, 
Mary Haramija, Mary (Pohner) Semic.

SUNBURY – St. Monica: Marie H. 
Wagner.

YORK – St. Joseph: Susan 
Amalfitano; St. Patrick: Raymond 
Strausbaugh; St. Rose of Lima:  
Dorothy Glatfelter, Nazareno  
Monticelli, Minh Nguyen.

Msgr. Lawrence Celebrates 50th Jubilee
St. Columba Parish in Bloomsburg held 

at special Mass on April 24 to celebrate the 
Golden Jubilee of its pastor, Msgr. Robert 
Lawrence, whose 50th anniversary of ordina-
tion to the priesthood was April 30.

Msgr. Lawrence, shown in the submitted 
photo, was ordained by Bishop George L. 
Leech at St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 
on April 30, 1966. He was named Honorary 
Prelate, with the title of Monsignor, by Pope 
John Paul II on December 18, 1985.

His priestly ministry has included assign-
ments at Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in 
Lewistown, St. Margaret Mary Parish in Har-
risburg, Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Lan-
caster, Our Lady of Lourdes Regional High 
School in Coal Township, St. John the Baptist 
Parish in Mount Carmel, the Cathedral Parish 
of St. Patrick in Harrisburg, Delone Catholic 
High School in McSherrystown, as Diocesan 
Secretary for Education, Diocesan Liaison to 
the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, St. Ann 
Parish in Steelton, Moderator of the Depart-
ment of Elementary and Secondary Education of the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference, St. 
Theresa Parish in New Cumberland, and Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg before 
being assigned to St. Columba Parish in 2011. 

Five Diocesan Schools Earn  
Middle States Reaccreditation

The Middle States Association Commissions on Elementary and Secondary Schools 
announced recently that five schools in the Diocese of Harrisburg earned reaccreditation, 
the gold standard for measuring and advancing school improvement. 

The following schools have been re-accredited by Middle States for the next seven years: 
• Resurrection Catholic School, Lancaster
• St. Joseph Catholic School, Dallastown
• Sacred Heart School, Hanover
• St. Patrick School, Carlisle
• York Catholic High School
“The accreditation process examines schools in a holistic way, supplementing student 

testing data and providing a more complete measure of a school’s performance,” said Henry 
G. Cram, Ed.D., president of the Middle States Association Commissions on Elementary 
and Secondary Schools. “School leaders, teachers and parents are to be commended for 
working together to create a concrete plan focused on providing high quality education for 
all students.” 

Accreditation is a multifaceted process that schools voluntarily use to demonstrate they 
are meeting a defined set of performance standards. The accreditation process helps schools 
– and ultimately students – to continuously grow and improve.  

The process begins with a self-study that is conducted by the school and requires input 
from school leaders, teachers, parents and students. Following the self-study, a team of vol-
unteer educators from Association member schools conducts an on-site peer review visit to 
observe school operations and interview various stakeholders. 

The visiting team makes its recommendation to the Middle States Association Commis-
sions, which voted to accredit or reaccredit more than 100 schools and school systems in 11 
states and Puerto Rico and seven countries at its biannual meeting earlier this month.  

Our Lady of the Angels Wins  
Grant for Innovative Technology Projects

The CenturyLink Clarke M. Williams Foundation’s Teachers and Technology grant pro-
gram, which has been offered since 2008, awards grants of up to $5,000 to schools in Cen-
turyLink’s local service areas on behalf of teachers who have developed specific plans to 
innovatively implement technology in their classrooms. 

Across the United States, more than 1,000 grant applications were submitted, and 314 
were awarded. Grants were selected based on the impact they will have on students in 
the classroom and the overall innovation of the project. Our Lady of the Angels School in 
Columbia was awarded $4,962.90 to support purchasing LCD projectors, laptop computers 
and document cameras. The application was submitted by teacher Kimberly Herskowitz.

“The winning teachers’ grant applications were inspirational. They demonstrated creative 
teaching techniques that would be used to assist students in fully understanding subject 
matter, often times using hands-on learning,” said Gerald Piper, CenturyLink Vice Presi-
dent of Operation. “We are pleased to be able to help these passionate educators expose 
their students to science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) concepts in their daily 
school lives.”

Elizabethtown College Campus  
Ministry Earns Service Award

The Elizabethtown College Newman Club, some of whose members are pictured here, 
received the 2016 Civic Engagement and Community Service Award for their outreach to 
the local community. Congratulations to the many faith-filled and compassionate students 
in Catholic Campus Ministry there, who give generously of their time in bringing the love 
of God to so many others! 
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Spiritual Offerings
    All Saints Cemetery, Elysburg will host its 28th 

annual Memorial Day Mass, Monday May 30 at 10 a.m., weather 
permitting. Mass will be celebrated on the grounds of the Cemetery 
adjacent to the office.  Participants are asked to bring a lawn chair for 
their comfort.

    A Charismatic Mass with prayers for healing will be 
celebrated at Saint Rose of Lima Church, 950 W. Market St., York, on 
Wednesday May 25 at 7 p.m. Praise and Worship Music begins at 6:30 
p.m. Father Daniel Mitzel will be the celebrant. The Mass is sponsored 
by The Spirit of Love and Mercy, Magnificat and Come and See Charis-
matic prayer groups. For information, contact Joyce at 717-308-7245.

Pilgrimage and Retreats
The National Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton is doing 

something it’s never done before. The Shrine’s Programs area has 
developed the Mountain to Valley Tour, to give people a chance to see 
several different sites in northern Frederick County accompanied by a 
tour guide. The tour will be held on select dates this year; May 7-8, June 
24-25, August 7-8, September 17-18, and October 21-22. However, if 
you have a group of 25 or more who would like to do the tour, the Shrine 
may accommodate other dates that work for you. For more information, 
contact the Seton Shrine at 301-447-6606, by email at office@seton-
shrine.org, or go online at setonshrine.org/mountain-valley-tour.

Travel with Father Don H. Bender of St. Patrick 
Parish Carlisle, in 2017 to celebrate the100th Anniversary of the 
Apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima. We will visit Fatima, Lourdes and 
La Sagrada Familia in Barcelona, Spain. Learn more at a special travel 
presentation on Monday, June 6, 2016, at 6:30p.m. in the Parish Activity 
Center on Marsh Drive. RSVP to fatimatour2017@gmail.com to attend 
the presentation or to request a flyer detailing the trip.

Tour the Basilica of the National Shrine of the As-
sumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the National Shrine 
Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes with Court Queen of Peace #1023, 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas on Sunday, May 22. Court Queen 
of Peace #1023, Catholic Daughters of the Americas is hosting a trip to 
the Baltimore Basilica of the National Shrine of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and the Mt. St. Mary’s National Shrine Grotto of Our 
Lady of Lourdes in Emmitsburg, Maryland. If you are interested in going 
or have questions, please call 717-203-3441 and ask for Rita.

Women of Grace Malvern Retreat will take place from July 
8-10. Featuring Johnette Benkovic and other inspiring speakers with a 
theme of “Hail Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy: Our Refuge on the Battle-
field of Life.” Cost $250 includes lodging for two nights and all meals. 
Contact Chris Arnold at 717-379-6041 or carnold@womenofgrace.com

You are invited to join Father Thomas Coughlin, 
OMI, on a Pilgrimage to the Holy Land from November 
9-19, 2016. Father Coughlin is a scripture scholar and a former pastor 
of St. Margaret Mary Parish, Harrisburg. The pilgrimage includes: Daily 
Mass at holy sites, licensed Christian guide, accommodation in First 
Class hotels (five nights in Jerusalem, three nights in Tiberias, on the 
shore of the Sea of Galilee, one night in Tel Aviv), breakfast and dinner 
daily, land transportation by deluxe motorcoach, roundtrip motorcoach 
from Harrisburg to Newark Airport, roundtrip airfare from Newark to Tel 
Aviv on nonstop flights with United Airlines, and more, for $3,529 per 
person/double occupancy. For complete details, contact Karen Hurley 
at k.m.hurley1@gmail.com or George’s International Tours at (800) 566-
7499, sales@georgesintl.com or visit www.georgesintl.com. 

Fundraisers and Events
The 8th annual Lauren and Spencer Day Memorial 

Golf Tournament and Walk will be held on June 18, 2016, 
at Rich Valley Golf Course. Lauren and Spencer are both alumni of 
Trinity High School who passed away within three years of each other. 
Their fund provides financial assistance to families going through a 
major medical crisis. Visit our website for more information and to 
register: http://www.thsrocks.us/support-trinity/special-events/lauren-
spencer-day-foundation/

Knights of Columbus Council 12404 is hosting a 
spaghetti dinner Saturday May 21 from 6-8 p.m. in the Our Lady 
of Lourdes Social Hall, 255 Salt Road, Enola. Dinner includes pasta 
and meatballs with salad, bread, dessert and beverage. The dinner is 
a fund-raiser for our local Catholic radio station, WHYF, Holy Family 
Radio, 720 AM. Tickets for the dinner will be sold in the social hall after 
Masses May 14 and 15. Dinner prices are $8 for adults and $3 for chil-
dren ages 5-12 if purchased in advance, and $10 for adults and $5 for 
children ages 5-12 if purchased at the door. Children under 5 eat free.

St. Catholic Laboure Knights of Columbus Council 
12811, is sponsoring an Indoor Yard Sale at Murray Hall, 
4000 Derry St., Harrisburg, June 11 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Tables are $15 
each or two for $25. For reservations call 717-564-1520

Why not come out for a great day of fun and cama-
raderie? On Friday, June 10 at 1 p.m., the St. Joseph’s Knights of 
Council and St Joseph School are having their 13th annual Frank J. 
Gawronski Golf Tournament at the Mayapple Golf Club. The cost of a 
round of golf, cart, range balls, dinner and prizes is only $65 per player. 
Whether you are a single or have a group, we would love to have you. 
For more information, call Mike Convey at 813-470-8556 and/or go to 
our website at: www.council12788.org.

St. Monica Parish Famous Chicken BBQ will take place 
May 21 at 11 a.m. in the church parking lot at the corner of Front and 
Market Sts., Sunbury. The menu includes ½ chicken, macaroni salad, 
baked beans, roll with butter and dessert for $9 or ½ chicken for $7. 
Call for local delivery from 11 a.m., at 570-286-1435, ext. 116. 

St. Benedict the Abbot Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil #15929 will sponsor a chicken Bar B Que on May 21. Chicken 
made on the open pit! Tickets are $8 each and include half chicken, roll 
with butter, bag of chips, your choice of applesauce or cole slaw and a 
bottle of water. Pick up time will be 11 a.m.-2 p.m. For more info, call 
Phil at 717-274-0684.

Our Lady Help of Christians Parish Council of 
Catholic Women is holding a Chinese Auction on Saturday, May 
14 in the Parish Hall, 732 Main Street, Lykens. Doors open at 11 a.m., 
the auction begins at 1 p.m. Refreshments will be available for pur-
chase. $5 admission at the door provides you with 20 tickets. You need 

not be present to win. If you are unable to attend on Saturday, the hall 
is open on Friday, May 13, from 6-8 p.m. for shop and drop.

    The St. Francis Xavier Parish Council of Catholic 
Women will sponsor a rummage sale May 28 from 8 a.m.-3 p.m.at 
Xavier Center, 465 Table Rock Rd, Gettysburg. For information, call 
717-334-3298.

    St. Anthony of Padua Parish, Lancaster, will present 
an organ rededication service and concert featuring Houston, TX, organ 
and trumpet duo Deux Voix (Two Voices) in concert Sunday, June 5 at 
4 p.m. at the church, 501 East Orange Street. The concert will follow 
Father Daniel O’Brien’s rededication blessing. A free-will offering will be 
received and a reception will follow in the parish cafeteria.

    St. Mary’s Iris Dramatic and Social Club presents 
their 12th Annual Spring Production “AND THEN I 
WROTE” to be held in the Msgr. Breckel Social Hall, 323 S. George 
St., York. In this riotous showbiz comedy, a producer, his secretary and 
associates try to rewrite an epic drama by a neophyte playwright into a 
broad farce. Performances are Saturday May 21 (dinner/theatre) and 
Sunday May 22 (luncheon/matinee). Ticket prices are $30 for Saturday 
and $25 for Sunday. For more information, including menus or to 
purchase tickets, call the parish office at 717-845-7629.

St. Anne School in Lancaster will hold a special “sneak 
peek” of Kindergarten on Wednesday, May 25 from 9-10:30 a.m. at 108 
E. Liberty St., Lancaster. The morning will include stories in the library, 
a scavenger hunt in the classroom, a snack in the cafeteria and even 
an opportunity to sit in a real school bus! For any kindergarten student 
and parent interested in attending, contact St. Anne School at 717-
394-6711 or email Mrs. Suzanne Wood, principal, at woodsuzanne@
stannelancaster.org.

Immaculate Conception School in New Oxford will 
host its annual golf outing Friday, May 20 at 1 p.m. at the 
Bridges Golf Club. The cost for a foursome is $260 and includes green 
fees, golf cart, door prizes, snacks, beverages and a post tournament 
meal. Cash prizes will be awarded. Contact Audrey Clabaugh at 717-
321-0054 for additional information or registration form. 

Golfers wanted for the 24th Annual Rosemary Sonni 
Walsh Golf Tournament on Friday, June 3 at the Lebanon Coun-
try Club. Registration begins at 11 a.m., followed by a delicious lunch. 
The tournament is a scramble format with a shotgun start scheduled for 
1 p.m. The tournament also features a buffet dinner starting at 6 p.m. in 
the club house. Cost is $150 per golfer. The fruits of this tournament are 
being realized through the hundreds of students whose lives have been 
touched by the generosity of its supporters. For more information, or to 
receive a registration form, call Scott Clentimack at Lebanon Catholic 
School at 717-273-3731, ext. 322, or go to www.lebanoncatholicschool.
org. Deadline for registration is Friday, May 20.

Join other young adults for Theology on Tap in Lan-
caster on Wednesday, May 18 at Annie Bailey’s Irish Pub starting at 
7 p.m. for a discussion of “Conversations With God Through Scripture,” 
led by Sarah Christmyer, co-developer with Jeff Cavins of The Great 
Adventure Catholic Bible study program. She is an author or co-author 
of a number of the studies. She helped launch Catholic Scripture Study 
and is co-author of Genesis Part I: God and His Creation and Genesis 
Part II: God and His Family, published by Emmaus Road. Raised in a 
strong evangelical family, she was received into the Catholic Church 
in 1992. Sarah also writes at comeintotheword.com.Theology on Tap 
is a Young Adult Ministry and Evangelization outreach of the Diocese 
of Harrisburg. All young adults, (20s and 30s) single, married, Catholic 
or not, are invited to attend the events. Go to www.totlancaster.com for 
more information.

Christian Charity Sister Geralyn Schmidt will pres-
ent on “The Duty of Every Man: Uphold the Dignity 
of Every Woman.” The presentation will be held May 19 in the 
Abbey Bar (2nd floor) of Appalachian Brewing Company, 50 North 
Cameron Street Harrisburg. Happy half hour and dinner will begin at 
6:30 p.m. followed by the presentation at 7 p.m. Sister Geralyn is the 
Wide Area Network Coordinator for the Diocese of Harrisburg as well 
as the Director of Formation to the wives of the diaconate forma-
tion program. Through this presentation, Sister will reflect on the 
awesomeness of being created as male and female; as complemen-
tary to one another and being created in God’s image and likeness, 
equal but different. Sister’s joy and love of God is infectious! Come 
catch the fever! Enjoy a relaxing social setting with other young 
adults in their 20s and 30s who are interested in topics of faith 
and contemporary issues directly affecting their lives. Theology on 
Tap – Harrisburg meets every third Thursday of the month at ABC’s 
Harrisburg location.

Join Holy Spirit-A Geisinger Affiliate on Saturday, May 
21 at Adams-Ricci Park in Enola for the 6th annual Spirit 5K Run/
Walk. The 5K run and walk will be timed by Pretzel City Sports. 
Registration opens at 8 a.m., the warm-up session begins at 8:30 
a.m., and the 5K run starts at 9 a.m. The top three male and female 
finishers in age categories will receive award medals. There will 
also be a family-friendly “Walk in the Park” starting at 9:05 a.m. After 
April 19, registration for ages 18 and younger are $25; 19 and up 
are $30. Register at https://www.pretzelcitysports.com/onlineform1.
php?id=821. For more information, contact 717-972-4146 or cas-
wartz2@geisinger.edu or akhartzell@geisinger.edu.

The  Bishop McDevitt Class of 1986 will be hold-
ing its 30th Class Reunion the weekend of October 21 and 
22. The first event will be Friday evening October 21 with an informal 
gathering from 6-10 p.m. at Spring Gate Winery, 5790 Devonshire 
Road, Harrisburg. The second event will be held Saturday evening 
October 22 at the Hershey Italian Lodge, 128 Hillcrest Road Her-
shey, from 6-11 p.m. For more information, or if you have questions, 
please contact Jeanine Mesarick at jmesarick@gmail.com or call 
717-433-4844. You can also contact John Wilk at 717-648-0667 or 
ja.wilk@yahoo.com .

Join us on June 4, 2016 for the IHM Nun Run, a 5K 
run/walk at Villa Maria House of Studies, Immaculata, Pa., which is 
across the street from Immaculata University. Start time is 8:30 am. 
Proceeds benefit Camilla Hall, the retirement home for the aged and 
infirmed Sisters of IHM. Donations are $30 for individual and $15 for 
a child 12 years old and under. Register online: www.ihmnunrun.org, 
May 27 is the last day to register. No race day registrations.

Delone Catholic High School is again hosting the 
Mason Dixon Linemen Clinic with San Francisco 
49ers Offensive Line Coach Pat Flaherty – a 1974 graduate of 

Delone Catholic. Coach Flaherty is returning to Delone Catholic 
on Saturday, June 18 to present personal instruction and drills for 
linemen geared towards young men entering grades 7-12. The clinic 
runs from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. and costs $50/player. Registration forms are 
due Friday, June 3 and are available by visiting www.DeloneCatholic.
org. There will be an on-the-field ratio of 8-10 players per coach. 
More information about the clinic will be updated regularly on the 
clinic Facebook page – 2016Mason Dixon Linemen Clinic.  Email 
masondixonclinic@gmail.com with any questions.

On Monday, May1 6, Holy Spirit–A Geisinger Affili-
ate will host a health fair at the Colonial Park Mall, Har-
risburg, from 8 a.m.-noon. Free health screenings, including blood 
pressure, body mass index, bone density, glucose, cholesterol, and 
sleep risk assessments, will be offered. Holy Spirit also offers a Walk-
ing Loop program at the Colonial Park Mall, Harrisburg. Participants 
can take advantage of walking indoors on a measured course while 
the mall is open. Each Monday from 8 a.m. to noon, Holy Spirit 
staff is available to offer free blood pressure screenings and health 
information. Holy Spirit will offer free and low-cost health screenings 
to the public on Wednesday, June 1, from 2 to 6 p.m. Blood pressure 
and colorectal cancer screening kits are free. Cholesterol screenings 
are $5, a fasting lipid panel (8-hour fast required) is $15, and glucose 
screenings are $2. Holy Spirit also offers free blood pressure screen-
ings at the Fredricksen Library, 100 North 19th Street, Camp Hill, 
every Thursday from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m.; Simpson Library, 16 North 
Walnut Street, Mechanicsburg, on the first Tuesday of each month 
from 10 a.m. until noon; Bosler Library, 158 W. High Street, Carlisle, 
second and fourth Thursdays of every month from 4 to 8 p.m.; East 
Pennsboro Library, 98 South Enola Drive, Enola, on the second and 
fourth Tuesdays of every month from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Staff also 
provide free blood pressure screenings at the Senior Action Center 
located at the Salvation Army, 20 East Pomfret Street, Carlisle, on 
the third Thursday of every month from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
Special screenings may also be held throughout the year in various 
locations. For more information about upcoming screenings, call 
717-763-2427.

Holy Spirit Hospital Auxiliary–A Geisinger Affiliate 
will host its 19th annual Spring Festival on Saturday, 
May 21, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at Adams-Ricci Park, East Penn Drive, 
Enola. The event will include a flower sale, chicken barbeque, a bake 
sale, and activities and inflatables for children.  Admission and park-
ing are free. The event will be held rain or shine. All proceeds from 
this family and community event will benefit Holy Spirit Hospital. For 
more information, or to pre-order flowers or chicken barbeque meals, 
please contact the Holy Spirit Hospital Auxiliary office at 717-763-
2796 or amhubbard@geisinger.edu.

Volunteers are needed to help families in crisis at 
the Carlisle Area Family Life Center, a crisis pregnancy 
and family resource center. Commitment is two to three times a 
month. To become a volunteer, an application must be completed 
followed by an interview and training. Training will be held June 7, 
14 and 21 from 9 a.m. to noon each day. Candidates must attend all 
three days of training. For more information, contact Lori Peters at 
717-243-6544. 

Friday June 3, 2016 the Pastoral Care Department 
at Holy Spirit Hosptital, a Geisinger Affiliate  will have a 
Chaplain’s Day with speaker Jim Garvey, O.Praem from Daylesford 
Abbey, Paoli PA. He is a Chaplain, Spiritual Director, Retreat Master 
and Educator. He is NACC Certified with a Masters in Divintiy and 
Theology. His topic will be centered around “Personalities, Prayer 
and Caring for Others.” Interested parties in any of these events who 
wish for more information and to register, please call 717-763-2118 
or 717-972-4255.

Job Opportunities  
Delone Catholic High School, McSherrystown, is 

seeking a marching percussion instructor for the 2016 
season. Band camp is July 18-22 at Penn State Mont Alto. The position 
also involves semi-weekly practices during the summer and fall at the 
high school. Stipend is negotiable. For more info, contact Brian Yealy 
at music@delonecatholic.org or 717-637-5969 x 202.

Help High School Students live their Catholic Faith. 
Immaculate Heart of Mary (IHM) Parish in Abbottstown is 
seeking the right Parish Youth Ministry Leader, a part-time qualified po-
sition. Needed to assist in directing our growing high school youth minis-
try, which began two years ago, and to inspire continued future growth. 
IHM Youth Ministry is a Christ-centered ministry, currently serving high 
school students in a parish environment. Together with the adult core 
team of volunteers and a supportive pastor, the Youth Minister images 
the presence of Jesus in a special way for teens looking to connect 
with God through the Catholic Church in a constantly-changing world.  
Responsibilities include: coordinating the youth ministry; collaborating 
with and directing the adult core team; developing a systematic and 
intentional plan for youth ministry and catechesis that utilizes a creative 
variety of formats, settings, and time frames; providing resources (both 
at and away from the parish) for effective programming; fostering the 
involvement of young people in the life of the parish; managing the out-
reach to and evangelization of all young people in the parish; creating 
innovative ways to bring people together. We offer competitive salary, 
along with the opportunity to mold and shape the present-day and future 
faithful of the Church. All interested, qualified applicants should submit a 
basic resume and simple cover letter (via email or mail) by June 6, 2016 
to Fr. Timothy D. Marcoe, Pastor, Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, 
6084 W. Canal Rd., Abbottstown, PA 17301, or frtmarcoe@hbgdiocese.
org  A response will be given as soon as possible after application is 
received. 

Trinity High School is seeking a full-time Latin 
teacher for the 2016-2017 school year to teach all levels of 
Latin. Interested candidates should send a resume, cover letter and all 
required clearances to Eileen Poplaski, Vice Principal/Director of Stud-
ies, Trinity High School, 3601 Simpson Ferry Rd, Camp Hill, PA 17011. 
Please visit our school’s website at http://www.thsrocks.us, under ‘About 
Us’ for the list of required clearances.

York Catholic High School is seeking a part-time art 
teacher to teach grades 7 through 12 beginning August 2016. Re-
quirements: PA Certification and related Bachelor Degree in appropriate 
major, state and federal clearances. Send resume, certification, letter 
of interest, Diocesan application, and a copy of clearances to: Katie 
Seufert, Principal, York Catholic High School, 601 East Springettsbury 
Avenue, York, PA 17403, 717-846-8871 x12, kseufert@yorkcatholic.org.
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A Pilgrimage Site for the Year of Mercy

“Conewago belongs to America, 
not merely to a parish or a diocese 
because it was the gateway through 
which passed the saintly founders and 
zealous missionaries who carried the 
light of the true faith eastward and 
westward into the frontiers of our land, 
long generations before the founding of 
our beloved nation.” ~ Bishop George 
L. Leech, in 1937, on the occasion of 
the sesquicentennial of the building of 
the church.

Lovingly known as the “Conewago 
Chapel,” the Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus in Conewago Township, 
Adams County, is the oldest Catho-
lic Church in America that is built of 
stone, and the first American church 
dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Diocesan historical documents note 
that English Jesuits may have estab-
lished a mission post in the Conewago 
area as early as the 1630s; at that time, 
there were only four priests in all of 
Maryland. 

Diocesan history books show Father 
Joseph Greaton, S.J., as the first priest 
to minister to the early Catholic settlers 
in the Conewago region. He arrived in 
Maryland in 1719 and was assigned to 
the mission territory of northern Maryland and south-
ern Pennsylvania.

The first Conewago Chapel was built in 1741, a 
combination log dwelling and chapel constructed 
by Father William Wappler, S.J. It was enlarged in 
1768 and became the headquarters of the Jesuit mis-
sionaries of the St. Francis Regis mission that min-
istered to most of the territory in Pennsylvania west 
of the Susquehanna River, western Maryland and the 
Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.

By 1784, the congregation at Conewago had grown 
to more than 1,000 members, necessitating the con-
struction of a new church. The largest church within 
the new nation was completed in 1787. 

Father James Pellentz, S.J., who was the pastor at 
the time, gave the name of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
to the new church.

The Russian prince, Demetrius Gallitzin, spent the 
first years of his priesthood at Conewago, following 
his ordination in 1795 by Bishop John Carroll in Bal-
timore, Md. Several years later, a school was founded. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Church was enlarged in 1850 
with the addition of a transept and apse, with care to 
preserve the original stone church. 

The church is graced with a number of frescoes on 
the apse and transept ceilings, and include the As-
sumption on the nave ceiling and the Apparition of 
the Sacred Heart to St. Margaret Mary – with Blessed 

The Basilica of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Conewago

“Blessed in the sight of Heaven is the place  
called Conewago, famous, above all else, as the seat of 
the first church in the United States, and perhaps in all 
North America, dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
and as a cradle of fervent Catholic life…this church is 

counted among the fairest of the land. The faithful  
of America are drawn to this shrine of religion to share 

in the sacred rites and to ‘drink deep from  
the foundation of salvation’” (Isaiah 12:3). 

~ St. John XXIII, 1962
On the occasion of raising Sacred Heart  

of Jesus Church in Conewago to a minor basilica
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Above: The Holy Door of Mercy welcomes the faithful 
into the Basilica of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, located 
at 30 Basilica Drive in Hanover.
Left: A fresco behind the altar depicts the Apparition of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus to St. Margaret Mary, with 
her spiritual adviser.
Claude de la Columbiere, her spiritual adviser – be-
hind the altar.

The Jesuits departed Conewago in June of 1901 at 
the request of their superiors in Rome, leaving care of 
the church and parish to diocesan clergy, as the Dio-
cese of Harrisburg was founded in 1868.

On July 11, 1962, St. John XXIII raised Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Church to the rank of a minor basilica, 
conferring upon it all the rights and privileges proper 
to that title. Archbishop Egidio Vagnozzi, Apostolic 
Delegate to the United States, officially announced 
the great honor and the historic and artistic reasons 
for the rank during a Pontifical Mass on Sept. 2 of that 
same year.

As the Mother Church of Pennsylvania west of the 
Susquehanna River, Sacred Heart of Jesus includes 
among its offspring the diocesan parishes in Hanover, 
McSherrystown, Littlestown, New Oxford, Abbott-
stown, Gettysburg, York, Carlisle, Buchanan Valley 
and Chambersburg.

Its current pastor is Father John Howard.


