
May 27, 2016 Vol. 50 No. 10

The

CatholicWitness
The Newspaper of the Diocese of Harrisburg

50th Anniversary

1966-2016

Sacred Space 
Dedicated at 
St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Joshua Cavender, Kevin Coyle and Michael Metzgar were ordained to the diaconate at St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg May 21 in anticipation of ordination to the 
priesthood next year. See pages 2 and 3 for coverage.

“We beseech you, Lord, look with favor on these servants of yours, who will minister at your holy altar, and whom we now humbly  
dedicate to the Office of Deacon. Send forth upon them, Lord, we pray, the Holy Spirit, that they may be strengthened by the gift of  
your sevenfold grace for the faithful carrying out of the work of the ministry. May there abound in them every Gospel virtue, unfeigned love, 
concerned for the sick and poor, unassuming authority, the purity of innocence, and the observances of spiritual discipline. 

“May your Commandments shine forth in their conduct, so that, by the example of their way of life, they may inspire the imitation of your 
holy people in offering the witness of a clear conscience. May they remain strong and steadfast in Christ, so that, by imitating on earth your 
Son, who came not to be served but to serve, they may be found worthy to reign in Heaven with him, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.”

~ Excerpt from the Prayer of Ordination

Incense rises from atop the 
altar as a sign of Christ’s 
sacrifice during the  
dedication of the renovated 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Church in Mechanicsburg 
May 22. See pages 10  
and 11 for coverage.
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Addressing the three seminarians 
seated before him at St. Patrick Cathe-
dral May 21 during the Mass of Ordi-
nation to the Diaconate, Bishop Ronald 
Gainer instructed them to regard the 
words of St. Paul as heard in the day’s 
Second Reading:

“Live in a manner worthy of the call 
you have received, with all humility 
and gentleness, with patience, bearing 
with one another through love.” 

“Never doubt for one minute that to-
day you are given and will always have 
available to you the grace and power 
of the Holy Spirit to make those words 
an honest description of your life and 
your ministry,” the bishop told the can-
didates who were about to be ordained.

Seated before the altar, seminarians 
Joshua Cavender, Kevin Coyle and 
Michael Metzgar heeded the words of 
the bishop, delivering a homily for the 
Mass. The bishop spoke of gifts given 
and gifts received during the days of 
ordination: the gift that God bestows 
on those receiving the Sacrament of 
Holy Orders, and the gifts that the new-
ly-ordained give of themselves to the 
Church. 

“In a very real sense, each of these 
candidates is laying down his life for 
God and for us,” he said. “With faith 
and hope, they make a gift of their lives 
to the Church and to its Lord.”  

“We are each a project of God,” 
Bishop Gainer told the congregation. 
“We each carry within ourselves a per-
sonal vocation, a calling, an obligation 
to follow God’s design for each of our 
lives. What a marvelous work of grace 
it is that these men began to discern 
that God had a rather particular voca-
tional project in his heart for them.”

Through the laying on of hands by 
Bishop Gainer and the Prayer of Ordi-
nation, Joshua Cavender, Kevin Coyle 
and Michael Metzgar were ordained to 
the diaconate, in anticipation of their 
ordination to the diocesan priesthood 
next year.

This summer, Deacon Cavender will 
serve at St. Francis Xavier Parish in 
Gettysburg, Deacon Coyle at San Juan 

‘Live in a Manner Worthy of the Call You 
Have Received,’ Bishop Urges New Deacons

More NEW DEACONS, page 3

Top: Bishop Ronald 
Gainer addresses  
seminarians Michael 
Metzgar, Kevin Coyle and 
Joshua Cavender in his 
homily during the  
Ordination to the  
Diaconate at St. Patrick 
Cathedral in Harrisburg 
May 21. 
Middle: Diaconate  
candidate Kevin Coyle 
looks toward the altar  
during the start of the 
Mass of Ordination. He 
will serve this summer at 
San Juan Bautista Parish 
in Lancaster.
Left: During the Promise 
of the Elect, Joshua  
Cavender pledges  
obedience to Bishop 
Ronald Gainer and his 
successors.
Right: Bishop Ronald 
Gainer lays his hands on 
the head of Kevin Coyle. 
It is through the laying on 
of hands and the Prayer 
of Ordination that follows 
that the candidates are 
ordained to the diaconate.
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Bautista Parish in Lancaster, and Dea-
con Metzgar at Sacred Heart of Jesus 
in Lancaster.

The newly-ordained deacons were 
vested with a stole and dalmatic, the 
vestment proper to the Order of Dea-
con, and were presented with the Book 
of the Gospels, signifying their func-
tion of serving in the Ministry of the 
Word. Deacons also serve in the Min-
istry of Liturgy, and the Ministry of 
Charity.

In his homily, Bishop Gainer spoke 
about the significance, and symbols of 
the Mass of Ordination, in particular 
the candidates’ promise of celibacy and 
their vestments.

The promise of celibacy, he said, is “a 
priceless gift from God to the Church, 
and a grace he gives to those he calls to 
this state in life.” 

Through the promise of celibacy, the 
bishop said, the Lord invites the newly 
ordained “to share in an intimate way 
in the Fatherhood of God, as an incen-
tive to pastoral charity.”

“By this free and loving decision,” he 
told the candidates, “your life becomes 
a sign of the age to come, and your 
lives invite others to live in the world 
with their hearts set on that on which 
this world cannot contain.”

During the Rite of Ordination, the 
new deacons were vested with a stole 
and dalmatic – the insignia of their or-
der – and dressed by fellow deacons. 
Deacon Cavender was vested by Dea-
con Thomas Lang of the Cathedral 
Parish of St. Patrick in Harrisburg, and 
Deacon Coyle and Deacon Metzgar by 
Deacon Samuel Dubois and Deacon 
Richard Mowery, respectively, dioc-
esan seminarians who will be ordained 
to the priesthood on June 4.

“It is highly symbolic that the ru-
bric of the liturgy does not allow you 
to take these vestments and put them 
on yourselves as you would normally 
dress yourself,” Bishop Gainer told the 
candidates prior to the Rite. “Rather, 
you receive the diaconal vestments 
and they are placed on you. Similarly, 
you do not take this office upon your-
selves. You have been chosen, and you 
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can only receive and allow this 
sacramental grace to conform you 
to Christ the Servant, just as you 
receive and are clothed in your 
vestments. They are outward man-
ifestations of the gift of grace you 
are about to receive, and of your 
interior consecration.”

In the Church, deacons assist the 
bishop and the priests in the Minis-
try of the Word, by preaching and 
teaching; the Ministry of the Eu-
charist, by preparing the altar for 
the sacrificial feast and distribut-
ing the Body and Blood of Christ 
to the faithful; and the Ministry of 
Charity, by caring for the needs of 
the poor and engaging in efforts 
for charity and justice.

“The deacon’s ministry among 
us is a reminder to us all – by the 
way they live their lives – that 
Christ came not to be served, but 
to serve, and that he has sent each 
of us to be servants after the heart 
of Christ,” Bishop Gainer told the 
congregation. “By the grace of this 
sacrament, the deacon is empow-
ered to incarnate that Christ-like 

New Deacons
Continued from 2

Above: During the Rite 
of Ordination, Deacon 
Michael Metzgar 
receives the Book of  
the Gospels, which  
signifies his principal  
function of serving in the 
Ministry of the Word.
Left: Deacon Joshua  
Cavender gives Holy  
Communion to his  
grandmother. He will 
serve this summer at St. 
Francis Xavier Parish  
in Gettysburg.
Right: Deacon Michael 
Metzgar gives Holy  
Communion to his 
father. He will serve 
this summer at Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Parish in 
Lancaster.
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service in his own life, and also to 
challenge all of us to serve more 
authentically, to be enthusiastic 
heralds of the light and the mercy 
of Christ.

“The ministry of the deacon 
does not in any way relieve the 
rest of us of our liturgical, evan-
gelical and charitable duties that 
we received in baptism and con-
firmation,” he added. “Rather, as 
deacons minister among us in their 
holy order, they are a stable wit-
ness and a visible encouragement 
to all the members of the Body of 
Christ to be more faithful and more 
zealous in fulfilling our Christian 
obligations before God.”

“Yours is a full, a needed and re-
warding ministry,” the bishop told 
Deacon Cavender, Deacon Coyle 
and Deacon Metzgar. 

“On this Saturday, during this 
Jubilee Year of Mercy, may our 
Blessed Mother, who understands 
best the mystery of God’s mercy, 
keep your lives and your minis-
tries always in her eternal care, as 
you move now ever closer to your 
desired goal of priesthood ordina-
tion.”
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Anniversaries of Ordination to the Priesthood
Congratulations and prayerful best wishes to the following priests celebrating milestone anniversaries of their ordination this year.

Msgr. Vincent J. Topper
80 Years

Msgr. Mercurio A. Fregapane
65 Years

Father Andrew J. Marinak
60 Years

Msgr. Richard A. Youtz
50 Years

Father Joseph C. Carolin
50 Years

Father Alfred P. Sceski 
25 Years

Father James R. O’Brien
50 Years

Msgr. Robert E. Lawrence 
50 Years

Father Leo M. Goodman, III
25 Years

80 Years of Priesthood in June
and 104 Years of Life in July

Msgr. Vincent J. Topper
St. Catherine Labouré Parish,  

Harrisburg

65 Years

Msgr. Mercurio A. Fregapane
St. Petersburg,  

Florida

60 Years

Father Andrew J. Marinak
Little River,  

South Carolina

55 Years

Msgr. Hugh A. Overbaugh
Priests’ Retirement Residence,  

Harrisburg

Father Bernard P. McGinley
Meadowbrook,  
Pennsylvania

Father Patrick J. McGarrity, CSSR
Ephrata,  

Pennsylvania

50 Years

Msgr. Richard A. Youtz
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish,  

Lancaster

Father Joseph C. Carolin
South Mountain Restoration Center,  

South Mountain

Father James R. O’Brien
Priests’ Retirement Residence,  

Harrisburg

Msgr. Robert E. Lawrence
St. Columba Parish,  

Bloomsburg

45 Years

Father Michael X. Bennett
Solvang,  

California

40 Years

Father John D. Hoke
St. Joseph Parish, 

Milton

Father Edward A. Blackwell
Punta Gorda,  

Florida

Father Samuel E. Houser
St. Margaret Mary Parish,  

Harrisburg

Father Hoa Van Nguyen
St. Patrick Parish,  

York

Father Martin Kobos, OFM Conv.
Mother Cabrini Parish, 

Shamokin

35 Years

Father Thomas C. Marickovic
York,  

Pennsylvania

Father Joseph L. Stahura
St. Mark the Evangelist Parish,  

Greencastle

Father Daniel C. Mitzel
St. Rose of Lima Parish,  

York

Father Lawrence Sherdel
St. Philip the Apostle Parish,  

Millersville

30 Years

Father Thomas J. Rozman
St. Joseph Parish,  
Mechanicsburg

25 Years

Father Leo M. Goodman, III
Assumption of the Blessed  

Virgin Mary Parish,  
Lancaster

Father Alfred P. Sceski
St. Joan of Arc Parish,  

Hershey

20 Years

Father Norman C. Hohenwarter
St. Anne’s Retirement Community,  

Columbia

Father John B. Bateman
Rome

Father Michael C. Letteer
Immaculate Conception of the  
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish,  

New Oxford

15 Years

Father Rodrigo A. Arrazola
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish,  

Cornwall

Father Fidelis Umukoro, OP
Maria Joseph Manor,  

Danville

10 Years

Father Joshua R. Brommer
Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick,  

Harrisburg

Father James E. Lease
St. Joseph Parish, 

 Danville

Father Pang S. Tcheou
Mary, Mother of the Church Parish,  

Mount Joy

Father Peter DiTomasso, MSSCC
St. Joseph the Worker Parish,  

Bonneauville

5 Years

Father Brian J. Wayne
Millersville University
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Thank you, Sister Romaine, 
for your leadership, service and caring

Over the past 25 years, Sister Romaine Niemeyer, SCC, FACHE, 
has made a tremendous difference in the lives of countless people. 
First as President and CEO of Holy Spirit Health System and then 
as Chief Administrative Officer at Holy Spirit–A Geisinger Affiliate, 
Sister has been an exemplary leader and servant. During that time, 
Holy Spirit has grown significantly and furthered its mission through 
wellness, healing, compassion, and God’s unconditional love.

Sister Romaine, your lifetime of dedication to serving the church, 
patients, your community, and your colleagues is truly inspiring.  
We thank you and wish you all the best.
 
Most Rev. Ronald W. Gainer, Bishop for the Diocese of Harrisburg, 
will be celebrating a special Mass honoring Sister Romaine at 
Good Shepherd Catholic Church at 4 p.m. on Sunday, June 5.  
All are welcome to attend as space allows.

hsh.org

Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

• May 27 – Graduation at Trinity High School, Camp Hill, 7 p.m.
• May 29 – Celebrate Mass for the 20th Anniversary of the Perpetual 

Adoration Chapel, St. Margaret Mary Church, Harrisburg, 11:15 a.m.
• May 31 – Preside at Solemn Profession of Vows and Veiling Ceremony, 

Carmel of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, Elysburg, 11 a.m.; Harrisburg Legatus 
Chartering Event, Hotel Hershey, 6 p.m.

• June 2 – Priest Jubilee Picnic, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 5 p.m.
• June 4 – Priesthood Ordinations, St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 10 a.m.
• June 5 – Celebrate Mass for retirement of Sister Romaine Niemeyer, SSC, 

Church of the Good Shepherd, Camp Hill, 4 p.m.
• June 6 – Attend Adult Scouting Recognition Dinner, Cardinal Keeler 

Center, Harrisburg, 6 p.m.
• June 9 – Celebrate Diocesan Homeschool Mass , Cardinal Keeler 

Center, 7 p.m.
• June 11 – World Youth Day Catechesis Session, Cardinal Keeler Center, 

Harrisburg, 10 a.m.

Full-Time Job Opening 
HCAS Payroll/Benefits Technician

Harrisburg Catholic Administrative Services (HCAS) is seeking a confi-
dent self-starter to join our payroll/benefits team. The successful candidate 
will be working with the various offices throughout the diocese to obtain 
complete and accurate employment records and time sheets to process pay on 
a bi-weekly basis for approximately 3,300 employees.  

This is a high volume and fast paced office environment. Excellent docu-
mentation and record keeping skills are necessary, as well as organizational 
and telephone customer service skills. In order to be successful, you must be 
a great team player, interacting and coordinating well with the other members 
of the staff. Additionally, you should be capable of taking direction and fol-
lowing through on duties and responsibilities with minimal supervision.

Accuracy in computer entry and a thorough working knowledge of Micro-
soft Office, especially Excel, is essential as this role involves a substantial 
amount of data entry. You must possess an ability to work with financial fig-
ures and have a strong attention to detail. This position will also be working 
with benefit coordination and responding to benefit inquiries. Previous pay-
roll/benefit experience is not necessary as on the job training will be given, 
but the successful candidate must be motivated to learn and prior knowledge 
would be helpful. Confidentially and professionalism are essential.

Required Education/Experience: High school diploma or general education 
degree (GED); Relevant college level courses are a plus. Competitive salary 
& benefits offered.

Please send resume and cover letter to:  
employment@hbgdiocese.org

Clergy Appointments
The Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer, Bishop of Harrisburg, has made the 

following appointments.  

Effective June 20, 2016
• The Reverend David L. Danneker from pastor, St. John Neumann Parish, 

Lancaster, to Vicar General and Moderator of the Curia of the Diocese of Har-
risburg and pastor, Prince of Peace Parish, Steelton.  

• The Very Reverend Robert M. Gillelan, Jr., from Vicar General and Modera-
tor of the Curia of the Diocese of Harrisburg and Pastor of Prince of Peace Par-
ish, Steelton, to Secretary for Clergy and Consecrated Life for the Diocese of 
Harrisburg. Father Gillelan will remain in residence at Prince of Peace Parish.  

• The Very Reverend Philip G. Burger from Secretary for Clergy and Con-
secrated Life for the Diocese of Harrisburg to full-time pastor, Good Shepherd 
Parish, Camp Hill.  

• The Very Reverend Daniel F. X. Powell from pastor, St. Pius X Parish, Se-
linsgrove, to pastor, St. John Neumann Parish, Lancaster.  

• The Reverend Tukura Michael, OP, from parochial vicar, Sacred Heart of 
Jesus Parish, Lewistown and St. Jude Thaddeus Parish, Mifflintown, to pastor, 
St. Pius X Parish, Selinsgrove.  

• The Reverend Daniel C. Mitzel from pastor, St. Rose of Lima Parish, York, 
to pastor, St. Francis Xavier Parish, Gettysburg.  

• The Reverend Paul R. Fisher from pastor, Our Lady of the Blessed Sacra-
ment Parish, Harrisburg, to pastor, St. Rose of Lima Parish, York.  

• The Reverend Stephen P. Kelley from parochial vicar, St. Joseph Parish and 
San Juan Bautista Parish, Lancaster, to pastor, Holy Trinity Parish, Columbia.  

• The Reverend Michael P. Reid from pastor, St. Peter Parish and Holy Trinity 
Parish, Columbia, to pastor, St. Vincent DePaul Parish, Hanover.  

• The Reverend Anthony Swamy Anthappa, MSFS, from parochial vicar, St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, Mechanicsburg, to pastor, St. Peter Parish, Colum-
bia.  

• The Reverend Mark T. Wilke from parochial vicar, Holy Name of Jesus 
Parish, Harrisburg, to pastor, Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish, Har-
risburg. Father Wilke will also continue as Chaplain to Bishop McDevitt High 
School, Harrisburg.  

• The Reverend Joseph L. Stahura from pastor, St. Mark the Evangelist Par-
ish, Greencastle, to retirement.  

• The Reverend Kyle Sahd from parochial vicar, St. Joan of Arc Parish, Her-
shey, to pastor, St. Mark the Evangelist Parish, Greencastle, and St. Luke the 
Evangelist Mission, Mercersburg.  

• The Reverend Dominic M. DiBiccaro from parochial vicar, Corpus Christi 
Parish, Chambersburg, to administrator, St. Ignatius Loyola Parish, Orrtanna.  

• The Reverend Jose Mera-Vallejos from parochial vicar, St. Joseph Parish, 
Mechanicsburg, to parochial vicar, Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Par-
ish, Lebanon, and St. Benedict the Abbot Parish, Lebanon.  

• The Reverend Edgar Palacios-Quiroz to parochial vicar, San Juan Bautista 
Parish, Lancaster.  

• The Reverend Augustine Joseph, MSFS, from parochial vicar, Holy Trin-
ity Parish and St. Peter Parish, Columbia, to parochial vicar, St. Joseph Parish, 
Mechanicsburg.  

• The Reverend Sebastian Tekkedath, CMI, from sacramental ministry, St. 
Ignatius Loyola Parish, Orrtanna, to part-time parochial vicar, St. Joseph Parish, 
Lancaster, and part-time hospital chaplain, Lancaster General Hospital.  

• The Reverend Deogratias Rwegasira, AJ, from residence at St. Anthony of 
Padua Parish, Lancaster, to residence at St. Joseph Parish, Lancaster.  

• The Reverend Mark Weiss to chaplain, Trinity High School, Camp Hill. 
Father Weiss remains pastor, Holy Infant Parish, York Haven.

A Retreat Day in ASL for Deaf Catholics
Saturday, June 11 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

St. Joseph Church, Brindle Hall
400 East Simpson Street, Mechanicsburg

Presented by the Diocesan Office of Ministry with People with Disabilities

The retreat leader will be Father Shawn Carey, one of 14 deaf priests world-
wide.

Father Carey graduated from St. Patrick Seminary in Menlo Park, Calif., 
and has served as Director of the Deaf Apostolate for the Archdiocese of 
Boston since 2012. He has also served as parochial vicar at a local parish that 
successfully integrated the Deaf Catholic Community into parish life.

Father Carey will also concelebrate the 9:45 a.m. parish Mass with voice 
interpretation on Sunday, June 12 at St. Joseph Church.

Lunch will be provided for the retreat. To register, contact Ginny Duncan 
at vduncan@hbgdiocese.org. Registration fee of $10 can be paid at the door. 
Registration deadline is June 3. 



6 - The
 Catholic Witness • May 27, 2016

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

Remember the film days of photography, when ex-
posing the negative properly was the shooter’s aim? 
Done well, the printed positive picture was the proof 
that a photographer knew what he was doing. 

Charlie Blahusch knew what he was doing for 
32 years as The Catholic Witness photographer. 
It’s safe to say he was a master at his craft – a 
legend I would call him. When I heard that he 
passed away earlier this May, it was a negative 
loss that has given me a sincere sense of posi-
tive recollection and reflection.

Nineteen Mays ago, I came into the Diocesan 
Center on a sunny spring day to interview with 
Charlie Blahusch, Father Haney and Paul Cul-
len to succeed Charlie here at The Witness. For 
a decade while working at Holy Spirit Hospi-
tal, I had read and as a fledgling photographer 
studied Charlie’s images. I learned a great deal 
by “reading” his photographs, which more than 
documented the Church’s happenings in the 15 
counties of Central Pennsylvania. 

The three seasoned Witness veterans inter-
viewed me briefly, and soon it was just Char-
lie and me in the conference room discussing 
things. To say that I was intimidated by Charlie 
was an understatement. Not so because he was 
haughty or condescending – hardly – more so 
due to my reverence for his body of work. I had 
met him on several occasions when he would 
come to Holy Spirit to cover an event such as 
the 25th Anniversary Mass or the unveiling of 
a new piece of diagnostic technology. I loved 
watching him work the room. 

I had brought along some of my work, and 
he paged through my crude portfolio, lifting 

Something That Came From the Heart
Remembering  

Catholic Witness 
Photographer  

Charlie Blahusch

More BLAHUSCH, page 7

his head, saying, “Your stuff is good; there are 
things here I like.” 

Soon he left the room, and he returned with 
Father Haney, who offered me the job. A little 
dumbstruck after only 15 minutes of interview-
ing, I said yes without hesitation. Truth is, I 
would have said yes for free. I turned to Charlie 
and said, “I feel like I am replacing Babe Ruth.” 
He shook my hand while shaking his head no. 
“Really, Charlie,” I said. “You are Babe Ruth to 
me.” 

Do you remember in history who replaced 
Babe Ruth in right field for the Yankees? Sus-

pect the answer’s most likely no. Not much 
worth knowing. 

Charlie’s handshake was memorable. Big, 
supple hands with a solid grip of assurance was 
how he greeted you. And it’s how he held the 
camera also. He wore it around his neck like the 
old masters did, but he had a marvelous way of 
holding the camera when he raised it to his eye. 
It just spoke to his total command of knowing 
what to do with this expensive, communicative 
tool he used so well. 

Soon after his retirement in 1997, Charlie Blahusch at a gallery showing of many of his iconic images  
spanning four decades.

One of Charlie’s most iconic images – a timeless image promoting Church  
vocations.

Charlie shot sports in the day when motordrives weren’t born yet and flash  
photography was done one bulb at a time. Yet some of his best work captured 
action in a dark, smoky gymnasium right out of Hollywood’s Hoosier portrayal of 
mid-20th century basketball.
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To this day, I can quickly tell how good a pho-
tographer is by the way they hold the camera, 
and that I credit Charlie with teaching me un-
knowingly. 

Beside my desk, one that Charlie built with 
his hands, are several large file cabinets stuffed 
by date with negatives dating back to 1966, 
when he began the newspaper with Bishop 
George Leech. There are days when, just for 
the grace of it, I pull out negatives housed in to-
bacco-scented envelopes and look at them. You 
see an awful lot of Charlie in those celluloid 36 
x 24mm rectangles. There may be 50,000-plus 
film strips in that old metal cabinet.

You see a photographer who understood 
light. You see an image maker, not taker. You 
see somebody who was in command of a photo 
opportunity. He was the boss. His group shots 
were neatly arranged, shaped to fit, set-up with 
craftsman-like attentiveness. He did not go 
through the motions on a “grip and grin” check 
presentation, nor did he shrug off something 
simple to be simply done hastily.  

Charlie was not a shooter; he was an artist 
pulling the trigger with thought and expertise. 
He did not waste film, nor waste anything. He 
used average equipment and gear to produce 
extraordinary images. Charlie liked to cut light, 
saw it off with an edge, and I always admired 
that uncanny ability. He taught me about light 
unknowingly.

Seems by the way I write that I know Char-
lie quite well. I don’t and didn’t. Private to the 
core he was. Truth is, I only saw him perhaps 
a half dozen times after his retirement. Every 
now and then he would call me, and his gruff, 
no-nonsense voice would pay me a compliment 
about an image or an angle I took, and it would 
make my day. We live in a seriously cynical 
time that seems to shun affirmation. Charlie af-
firmed, and that’s a real, tangible gift to give. I 

Blahusch
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will remember him for his heartfelt charity of-
fered freely. Why more people don’t do it both-
ers me. That’s another thing Charlie taught me 
unknowingly. 

One day about a decade ago, after we had 
made the digital switch here at The Witness, I 
got one of those cherished calls from him.

“Chris, have you dismantled the darkroom,” 
he asked. “No, Charlie, I haven’t; it’s yours. 
You built it. I would never feel right tearing it 
down…. You are always welcome to use it.” 

What he wanted was to come in and print some 
of his old negatives for his family and friends. 
So on a bright, breezy, late summer day, Char-
lie and I spent the day in the dark, printing up 
some big prints of his hallowed negatives. The 
icons, like the old, homeless man at Thanksgiv-
ing, lighted beautifully in the basement of Our 

Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church in Har-
risburg. Or the grizzled coal miner holding a 
lantern up on a rainy winter day. We burned on 
photo paper and when the image began magi-
cally appearing in the developer tray, there were 
tears in my eyes. What a miracle to see develop. 
Watching him burn the print, develop and wash 
the finished print was a treat I will never forget. 

The old master he was, he dunked the print in 
the developer, swished it around with his bare 
hands, spun it around without tongs and dove 
it perfectly in the fixer without a splash. It was 
like watching a violinist strike the chords per-
fectly. Witnessing this feat under the hushed hue 
of a yellow safelight is burned onto my modern 
memory card. 

Yet, the best part of the day was listening to 
him tell stories about the bishops he worked for. 
He loved Bishop George Leech, and he shared 
many a drink with him in the quiet moments af-
ter a day’s work. There was a special closeness 
with Bishop William Keeler, and when he was 
named archbishop of the Premier See in Balti-
more, it was a sad day for Charlie. 

Years ago, I asked Cardinal Keeler about 
Charlie as we stood together in St. Patrick Ca-
thedral in Harrisburg after a Red Mass where he 
was the guest homilist, and he got a twinkle in 
his moist eye when he said, “Oh, I love Charlie, 
miss him, he was the best. I just enjoyed him in 
so many ways.”  

It was George “Twinkletoes” Selkirk, a career 
lifetime .290 hitter with some 108 homeruns, 
who replaced Babe Ruth for the Yankees in 
1934. After Babe’s last game in a Yankee uni-
form at Yankee Stadium, George Selkirk told the 
press, “The Babe left the game. The crowd was 
clapping and cheering for the Babe. I just stood 
there in awe, then I realized that I had taken off 
my cap, and I was clapping my hands, just like 
those people in the stands. It was something that 
came from the heart. I felt a little ashamed of 
myself, thinking I was just a busher, and then 
I looked around and there were the rest of the 
Yankee players doing the same thing.”

Charlie helped found The Catholic Witness with Bishop George Leech in 1966, 
as the war in Vietnam was escalating and tensions on the American homefront 
were also. 

One the first images to appear in The Witness was this timeless icon of a 
Shamokin coal miner. Charlie grew up in the coal region at the height of its boom. 

This timeless portrait of Bishop Joseph Daley – the 
sixth bishop of Harrisburg from 1971-1983 – shows 
Charlie’s love of sparingly using light. 



To report suspected abuse of a minor,  
call the toll free PA Child Abuse Hotline at:

1-800-932-0313.

To report suspected abuse of a minor by a church  
official, employee or volunteer, also please call  

the diocesan toll free hotline at:
1-800-626-1608

or email: ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org

For more information,  
visit www.HbgDiocese.org/safeyouth
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By A. B. Hill
Special to The Witness

Our Catholic dioceses have implemented significant chang-
es to aid abuse survivors and affirm that they are not at fault 
for the crime committed against them. The Church has a sin-
cere commitment to the emotional and spiritual well-being of 
individuals who have been impacted by the crime of child-
hood sexual abuse, no matter how long ago the crime oc-
curred. We accept our responsibility for abuse that occurred 
within our ranks and will support survivors as long as neces-
sary. The dioceses are also committed to the goal of protect-
ing children and ending child sexual abuse by aggressively 
responding to allegations of sexual abuse, carefully screening 
clergy, employees, and volunteers and educating adults and 
children about the signs of abuse and how to report that abuse 
to civil authorities.

Despite that, on Tuesday, April 12, the Pennsylvania House 
of Representatives voted to allow civil lawsuits to be filed 
retroactively for cases against non-profits in which the survi-
vor is now between 30 and 50 years old. However, this provi-
sion applies only to private or non-profit organizations like 
the Catholic Church, not government institutions like public 
schools or juvenile facilities. This provision is clearly unfair 
and is designed to target the Catholic Church.

Here is more information to help you not only understand 
what it proposed, but also the kind of impact this legislation 
will likely have on Catholic parishes and ministries through-
out the state, and what the Church has done to help survivors 
of abuse, no matter when their abuse occurred.

What are Statutes of limitations?
A basic principle of American law, statutes of limitations 

ensure fairness in our legal system by requiring lawsuits to 
be filed in a timely manner. Without them, non-profits and 
Churches could face lawsuits alleging abuse from decades 
ago. It is nearly impossible for an institution that did not it-
self commit the abuse to defend against a lawsuit from many 
years past because over time witnesses’ memories become 
unreliable, evidence is lost or never found, and in many in-
stances perpetrators or witnesses may be deceased.

Why Does the Church  
Oppose this Legislation?

The Church is not opposed to eliminating the criminal stat-
ute of limitations (this legislation would eliminate this stat-
ute). We can all agree that anyone who sexually abuses a child 
should be severely punished by the law. Sexual predators 
should be locked behind bars and removed from society so 

Q&A About  
Statutes of Limitations

Did You  
Know…
Since the early 

1990s, the Diocese of 
Harrisburg has had a 
well-established zero 
tolerance policy for 
clergy, lay employees 
and volunteers who en-
gage in misconduct with 
children, and we take 
immediate action when 
an accusation is made. 
The diocese reports all 
allegations of sexual 
abuse of a minor to the 
civil authorities.

The Youth  
Protection Program 
of the Diocese of  
Harrisburg already 
met or exceeded many 
of the updated Pennsyl-
vania Child Protection 
Statues. Where needed, 
our program is updated 
to fully comply with or 
exceed all state laws.

There are over 200 
designated Safe  
Environment  
Coordinators working 
in our parishes, schools 
and youth serving min-
istries to ensure com-
pliance with laws and 
policies.   

More than 32,000 
clergy, employees 
and volunteers in the 
Diocese of Harrisburg 
have been trained to 
recognize the behavior 
of offenders and what to 
do about it.

Background  
clearances have 
been conducted on 
all priests and deacons, 
educators, parish volun-
teers, Church personnel 
and candidates for ordi-
nation in the Diocese of 
Harrisburg. 

All dioceses have 
written policies on 
the sexual abuse of 
minors by clerics and 
Church personnel. Ours 
are located at www. 
HbgDiocese.org/ 
safeyouth.

they cannot hurt anyone else. Criminal cases require a burden 
of proof that is beyond a reasonable doubt and fairness is built 
into the system through checks and balances.

In contrast, anyone can file a civil suit with a much lower 
burden of proof. An alleged abuser may not even be alive, but 
a third party, like his or her employer, could be sued even after 
the perpetrator, possible witnesses, or clear evidence is long 
gone. Removing this fairness from our judicial system would 
make it impossible for any organization that cares for children 
to defend itself in court many years later.

Why Should Parishioners be  
Concerned about this Legislation?

In other states where similar laws were passed, lawsuits 
were brought against individual parishes as well as the dio-
cese. The money needed to settle the lawsuits would come 
from the dioceses and parishes in which the alleged abuse 
occurred. In other states, retroactive changes to the law re-
sulted in dioceses closing schools, parishes and charities and, 
in some cases, declaring bankruptcy. In short, this legislation 
has the potential to severely cripple the ministries of the Cath-
olic community in Pennsylvania.

This Legislation Would  
Impact Catholic Schools.  

What about Public Schools?
The retroactive feature of the legislation would apply to 

churches and other private or non-profit institutions, such as 
the Boys Scouts. It would not apply to public schools, which 
are protected from certain lawsuits under a legal doctrine 
called “sovereign immunity.” Numerically, the vast major-
ity of abuse cases occurred and continue to occur in public 
schools – this is a matter of public record – but the proposed 
legislation would most heavily target private and religious or-
ganizations. Simply put: The bill as currently written would 
allow lawsuits to be filed retroactively against private institu-
tions, but only allow lawsuits to be filed in the future against 
public institutions.

What are Some of the  
Implications of the Legislation to  

Amend the Statutes of Limitations?
The most obvious practical result of bills such as this one is 

to generate lawsuits against the Church and millions of dol-
lars in legal fees for plaintiffs’ attorneys. The proposed retro-
active change in the law does nothing to enhance the security 
of young people today. And since most Catholic schoolchil-
dren attend public schools, Catholic families should note that 
is does nothing to assist the many persons abused in public 
schools and institutions in the past.

What Can I Do?
It is important to remember that the Church remains strong-

ly committed to helping survivors of clergy sexual abuse heal. 
That will not change. The proposed retroactive legislation is 
really about punishing the Church and today’s parishioners 
for sins committed by evil individuals in the past. This is not 
justice.

Pray for the healing and recovery for all who have survived 
the traumatic experience of childhood sexual abuse in your 
daily intentions.

Learn more about the devastating impact of this legisla-
tion at http://www.pacatholic.org/bill-could-shutter-catholic-
schools-parishes-and-ministries/

Find out what your diocese is doing to protect children and 
provide healing and support for sexual abuse survivors. Link 
to the Diocese of Harrisburg’s victim assistance program at 
http://www.hbgdiocese.org/safeyouth/victim-assistance/

Encourage your friends and family to stay up-to-date on 
the issue by visiting the PA Catholic Conference website at 
www.pacatholic.org. News and updates about the issue will 
be posted as they develop.

The Catholic Advocacy Network is a useful tool to make it 
easy for you to contact your legislators. Take action at www.
pacatholic.org to join. Action alerts will be sent via e-mail 
when legislation starts to move.

(Hill is Communications Director of The Pennsylvania 
Catholic Conference, the public affairs agency of Pennsylva-
nia’s Catholic bishops and the Catholic dioceses of Pennsyl-
vania. Stay up-to-date with Catholic news and issues at www.
pacatholic.org, www.facebook.com/pacatholic, and www.
twitter.com/pacatholic.)
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CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
This year’s Golden Apple recipients are pictured with Bishop Ronald Gainer prior to the awards dinner on May 10 
at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg. Bottom row from left are Maureen Mahnken of Harrisburg Catholic  
Elementary School, Helen Remington of St. Joan of Arc School in Hershey, Jennifer Noel of Delone Catholic High School in  
McSherrystown and Tina Zimmerman of St. Theresa School in New Cumberland. Back row from left are Jacqueline 
Cicchetti of Lancaster Catholic High School, Brigette Guyer of St. Patrick School in Carlisle and Elizabeth Emery of St. 
Margaret Mary School in Harrisburg. 

For the 11th consecutive year, the 
Diocese of Harrisburg bestowed 
Golden Apple Awards on seven 
Catholic school educators for their 
outstanding devotion to Catholic 
education, during a dinner at the Car-
dinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg on 
May 10. The awards are based on 
nominations from school principals, 
parents, students and fellow teachers.

The 2016 Golden Apple recipients:
• Jacqueline Cicchetti, 

Lancaster Catholic High School
• Elizabeth Emery, 

St. Margaret Mary School,  
Harrisburg

• Brigette Guyer, 
St. Patrick School, Carlisle

• Maureen Mahnken, 
Harrisburg Catholic  
Elementary School

• Jennifer Noel,  
Delone Catholic High School,  

McSherrystown
• Helen Remington, 

St. Joan of Arc School, Hershey
• Tina Zimmerman, 
St. Theresa School,  
New Cumberland

The Golden Apple Awards pro-
gram was established by Jack and 
Rhodora Donahue from Pittsburgh in 
appreciation for the Catholic school 
teachers who provided a quality aca-
demic and faith-based education for 
their 13 children. As part of their 
recognition, Golden Apple recipients 
receive a $5,000 cash award, a gold-
en apple, a certificate of achieve-

Golden Apple Teachers
Now in its 11th year in 

the Diocese of Harrisburg, 
the annual Golden Apple 
Awards are presented to 
Catholic school educators 
who demonstrate profes-
sional excellence, leader-
ship, commitment to Catho-
lic values and devotion to 
teaching.

In its upcoming editions, 
The Catholic Witness is featuring this year’s award 
recipients in the schools in which they teach, com-
bined with portions of the essay they wrote as part 
of their nomination.

Find out more about Catholic school  
education in the Diocese of Harrisburg at:

www.hbgdiocese.org/catholic-schools/

Jennifer Noel
English Teacher

Delone Catholic High School, McSherrystown

A few years ago, I stumbled upon a work in a used bookstore by an author who would quickly become one of my favorites. I always manage to find a good book-
store, because a love of literature is what led me to teaching in the first place. From the bottom shelf, I chose “The Prophet” by Kahlil Gibran, and opened to the 
page titled “On Work”; the words “work is love made visible” stood out more than any other phrase on the page. Those words continue to resonate with me years 
later, so much so I have the saying hanging on the back wall of my classroom. Those words often ground me; each day, I enter my classroom with the hope that 
over the course of the next few hours with the students in front of me, I can be a model of love in many ways. Some days present more challenges than others, but 
I think those are the moments where educating becomes the greatest act of love. Demonstrating patience and compassion are the utmost life-giving gifts of any 
educator, especially those educators at a Catholic school.

I have always had the privilege of a Catholic education. I am a third generation graduate of Delone Catholic High School. I knew when a teaching position 
became available after college at my alma mater, it would be like coming home. I understand the sacrifices that the families of the students I work with have made 
to send their child to a Catholic school; my own parents made the same sacrifices. So I enter the classroom with a humble heart, knowing that I represent my own 
family’s hard work and dedication, my first models of Catholic values. It was this act of love and sacrifice that ultimately helped guide me to my purpose in life – I 
hope that my work embodies that upbringing.

2016 Golden Apple Recipients

ment and an individual photo with the 
bishop, prior to the awards dinner. The 
program is made possible by the gen-

erosity of the Donahue Family Foun-
dation.

For more information about the 

program and how to nominate an 
educator, visit www.hbgdiocese.org/ 
catholic-schools/.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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By Jen Reed
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Following a yearlong expansion and 
renovation project, and six months of 
gathering in the parish’s Father Wal-
dron Hall for Masses and services, the 
faith community of St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg joyful-
ly welcomed Bishop Ronald Gainer on 
May 22 to celebrate the Mass of Dedi-
cation for its renovated church.

The bishop, during the Mass, offered 
his congratulations to the parish’s cler-
gy and faithful, on their “willingness to 
dream of change,” on “taking on faith-
fully the project to execute this expan-
sion of your church and facilities,” and 
on their “willingness to share of your 
treasure, to sacrifice, to finance this 
possibility.”

“Congratulations to all who worked 
so very, very hard to bring the project 
to this completion. You will continue to 
dedicate your time, treasure and talents 
to the mission of our Church here in 
your parish family,” he told them.

The $2.6 million expansion and reno-
vation project began on May 30, 2015, 
due to the growth of the parish and its 
activities. Significant changes include 
the expansion of the church’s seating 
capacity from 650 to 830, with an ad-
ditional 50 seats in the new Children’s 
Chapel; relocation of the organ, choir 
and instrumentalists for better sound, 
and expansion of the altar space to bet-
ter accommodate traditional Catholic 
ceremonies and rituals.

“The expansion and renovation were 
undertaken primarily to accommodate 
the needs of our active and growing 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church  
Renovations Offer Inviting Sacred Spaces

More RENOVATIONS, page 11

Bishop Ronald Gainer deposits into the altar an altar stone 
with the relics of three saints: Felix and Peter Chanel, third 
and 19th century martyrs, respectively; and Pope Pius X, who 
served as Bishop of Rome from 1903 until his death in 1914.

Sacred Chrism is poured onto the altar. The bishop smeared the Chrism over the 
entire top of the altar during its anointing and dedication.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Bishop Ronald Gainer leads a procession of clergy and faithful into the expanded and renovated St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church in Mechanicsburg May 22 for the 
dedication of the church. The procession entered the darkened church for the Rite of Dedication, which included the sprinkling of Holy Water on the church and con-
gregation, the dedication of the altar, the anointing of the altar and the church, and the lighting of the altar and the church.

congregation,” said Msgr. William J. 
King, pastor. “The redesign is meant to 

welcome people into 
warm and inviting 
social spaces. And, 
in the church itself, 
we want people to 
feel that they have 
entered a sacred 
space where they can 
be in touch with the 
grace and mercy of 
God, no matter who 
they are. We are de-
lighted to celebrate 
a growing congrega-
tion, and a congrega-
tion confident in the 
future. We also wel-
come anyone who is 
a spiritual seeker.”

The congregation 
gathered in the par-
ish’s multipurpose 
room for the 5 p.m. 
Mass of Dedication, 
and processed in 

song to the doors of the church, where 
Bishop Gainer received the keys from 
the builder/architect and presented 
them to Msgr. King. The faithful then 
entered the darkened church, and the 
bishop blessed the church and the con-
gregation with holy water as the St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Adult Choir led 
the congregation song.

“The real homily in this ritual are 
the rich, lavish, beautiful gestures,” the 
bishop said. “Take these in, let the Holy 
Spirit speak to your hearts and your 
minds as your eyes and ears take in the 
beautiful prayers, the beautiful gestures 
by which we commend forever this 
building to the sacred worship of the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.”

During the Rite of Dedication, Bish-
op Gainer deposited an altar stone of 
the relics of the martyrs Felix and Peter 
Chanel and Pope Pius X into the wood-
en altar. The bishop then dedicated the 
altar and anointed it and the walls of 
the church with sacred Chrism, blessed 
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during the Chrism Mass celebrated 
during Holy Week. Incense from the 
altar and censers throughout the con-
gregation filled the church, signify-
ing Christ’s sacrifice on the altar and 
the prayers of the people rising to the 
throne of God.   

When the altar was cleaned of the 
Chrism, members of the parish brought 
forth linens, candles and flowers to 
light and decorate it. The church was 
then entirely lit, revealing the fullness 
and beauty of its renovation and expan-
sion.

Sacred Space
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish was 

established on April 21, 1977, due to 
the burgeoning population in Upper 
Allen Township, where it resides, and 
nearby Dillsburg. Father Daniel Men-
niti was its first pastor, and in May 
of 1978, ground was broken for the 
church, which was dedicated a year 
later on June 17. Father Richard Wal-
dron was appointed pastor in 1982, 
and led the parish through construction 
and renovation projects to upgrade the 
church and expand education and so-
cial areas.

There have been three previous ad-
ditions to the church; the current one is 
the largest.

“Our church has a unique architec-
ture,” said Msgr. King. “The original 
architect, Paul Long, created semicir-
cular seating in a triangular space. The 
goal of the original architecture was to 
honor of elements of Colonial archi-
tecture from the time of our patroness, 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, and to present 
them in a larger design consonant with 
Catholic Church architecture of the late 
1970s. Our goal was to maintain the 
original design aesthetic.”

In addition to increased seating ca-
pacity in the church, enlargement of the 
sanctuary and relocation of the choir, 
the church renovations include:

• Relocation of the tabernacle, for 
greater prominence and visibility 

• An enlarged altar top, with new 
linens made by parishioner Mary Nee, 
and new clergy seating

• A new crucifix, with a custom-made 
cross. The wooden Corpus is from Ita-
ly, and the cross itself was constructed 
from African mahogany, the same ma-
terial as the pews, by parishioner Mi-
chael Gaizauskas. Gold leaf was ap-
plied by his wife, Peggy

• The refurbished original proces-
sional cross from 1979, refinished in 

Renovations
Continued from 10

Parishioners Dan and Alice Cassidy, founding members, bring forth candles to 
the altar. Members of the parish community decorated and lit the altar with linens, 
flowers and candles as part of the Rite of Dedication.

Altar servers Brady White, Ethan Rensel and Erika Eshleman join in the recessional at the conclusion of the Solemn  
Dedication.

Spain through the services of parishio-
ner Joseph Bahret, of Bahret Religious 
Goods 

• The large statue of the Risen Christ, 
which was the focal point of the sanctu-
ary from the church’s construction, has 

been moved the new narthex
• A new “Seton Kids” childcare area 

with children’s chapel, nursery and pri-
vate room for nursing mothers

• A new 140-seat Divine Mercy Cha-
pel for daily Mass, baptisms, smaller 

weddings and funerals, and Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament

• Two new confessionals with wheel-
chair access, and improved ADA ac-
cess 

In addition, the spacious new narthex 
offers ample space for gathering before 
and after Mass, as well as a Welcome 
Desk that will be staffed on Sunday 
mornings to allow visitors and parish-
ioners to learn more about the parish, to 
submit prayer requests and Mass inten-
tions, and to update parish registration 
information.

A new café, near the parish library, 
offers a space where people can gather, 
read a book from the library, or view 
inspirational videos through the free 
Wi-Fi service throughout the parish.

The parish renovation project also 
includes new offices to accommodate 
growing parish ministries, energy-
efficient lighting and HVAC systems, 
and enhanced access for persons with 
disabilities: a wheelchair lift automated 
door and an enhanced assisted listening 
system.

The vision for the project, said Msgr. 
King, is “that everyone feel at home, 
everyone feel welcome, everyone feel 
part of the family of God.”

Right: Deacon Richard Mowery, a native of the parish who will be ordained to the 
diocesan priesthood on June 4, lights one of the candles placed throughout the 

church. A brass cross and candles mark each place where the walls were anointed 
so that they can be lit during major feasts and on the anniversary of the dedication. 

The Body of Christ remains the focus 
of the Mass, as Msgr. William J. King, 
pastor, distributes Holy Communion.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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A popular question for Bishop Ronald Gainer when he visits students in
diocesan schools is, “What is your favorite part about being a 

bishop?” He looks right at them with a great smile and tells them, “This!” 
Visiting the schools and being with the students is one of his favorite parts of 
being a bishop.

Visiting Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary School in Middletown 
to celebrate Mass and interact with students in their classrooms on May 17 
was no exception to this answer.   

Students and teachers gathered for prayer and a special May Crowning 
at the end of the Mass and then returned to their classrooms to wait anx-
iously their turn for a classroom visit from Bishop Gainer. 

Kindergarten and first 
grade students had a book 
ready for their shepherd to 
read to them, and second 
graders showed off their 
religious knowledge with a 
game including participa-
tion from Bishop Gainer, 
Father Edward Keating, 
pastor, and Father Fauser, 
pastor of St. Peter Parish in 
nearby Elizabethtown, who 
placed first. 

Principal Angela Love 
brought the bishop through 
the school and told The 
Catholic Witness about 
what his visit means to the 
school and students. “I 
think it’s a nice thing, him 
coming at the end of May, 

Seven Sorrows Students Get  
a Visit from Shepherd of the Diocese

Mary Shannyn Konek lends her talents to the school’s handbell choir.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Julie Korac crowned a statue of the Blessed Mother with a crown of flowers at the  
conclusion of Mass.

Delaney Gratkowski brings a carnation to the altar 
during Mass.

Francesco Cangialosi serves as cantor during the Mass.

with all the hard work and effort put into the school, with the teachers and 
with the students,” she said. “Just that idea and sense of a Catholic school 
and what it really means to go here. I think the bishop being a part of that, 
having the Mass and the May Crowning, just brings it full circle and is a 
great way to end the school year.”

This school year introduced the first all day Pre-K4 program at Seven Sor-
rows, and has seen numbers double for next year’s Pre-K4. The school has 
also revamped some of its older classrooms that are now used for music and 
other activities. Seven Sorrows continues to see an increase in enrollment. 
For more information about the school, visit http://www.sevensorrows.org/. 

Above: Bishop Ronald Gainer joins Parker Livingston in a classroom lesson.
Right: Marleigh Shroy presents the gifts to Bishop Ronald Gainer.
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This historic tour, marks the 
100th Anniversary of the  
apparitions of Our Lady at 
Fatima, and will feature the 
world-famous International 
Pilgrim Virgin Statue, travel-
ing worldwide for nearly  
70 years.  

It will be an extraordinary  
occasion of healing, hope and 
grace. Please consider visiting 
one of the locations hosting the 
tour to hear the story of 
Fatima and venerate this 
beautiful statue that set out 
from Fatima in 1947 to bring 
the graces of Fatima to all who 
might not ever be able to make 
a pilgrimage to Fatima, Portu-
gal. This tour brings the  
pilgrimage to you! 

 

The schedule for the diocese: 
 June 22/23 - Camp Hill 

Good Shepherd Parish  
 June 24 - Elysburg 

Carmel of Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph 

 June 25/26 - Lebanon 
Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Parish 

 June 26 - Lancaster 
Dominican Monastery  

 June 27/28 - Lancaster 
Saint Leo the Great Parish 

More specific information 
about the schedule at each  
location will be posted on our 
site: www.hbgdiocese.org  
For additional information call 
717-657-4804, ext. 325. 
 

The World Apostolate of Fatima's  
Centennial U.S. Tour for Peace is  
underway and coming to our Diocese! 

USED WITH PERMISSION OF L’OSSERVATORE ROMANO
Father John Bateman, a priest of the Diocese of Harrisburg currently serving in Rome as Secretary to Cardinal Edwin 
O’Brien, left, enjoys an encounter with Pope Francis during a Jubilee for Military April 30.

By Father John Bateman
Special to The Witness

While working in the parish in Get-
tysburg, I always felt pretty far removed 
from this Jubilee of Mercy. Certainly we 
are aware of it – Holy Doors are open in 
several locations throughout the diocese 
and parishes are finding ways to help peo-
ple have experiences of God’s tremendous 
mercy.  

But here in Rome... MY GOODNESS 
– The Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy is 
EVER present. Signs all over the city: 
“Rome for the Jubilee,” Jubilee image 
logo is everywhere, CONSTANT crowds 
walking up a special pathway all the way 
up the Conciliazione to St. Peter’s Square, 
ending with a journey through the Holy 
Door, and just about every weekend there 
is a different group celebrating the Jubi-
lee with the Holy Father. April 29, 30 and 
May 1, it was the Jubilee of Mercy cel-
ebration for the members of the Military 
and Police and their families. As a dioc-
esan priest and a member of the PA Air 
National Guard living and working now in 
Rome, I was privileged to be able to attend 
this special Jubilee for Military.  

It started on Friday with an all-day con-
ference celebrating the 30th anniversary 
of the publication of the Apostolic Con-
stitution Spirituali Militia Curae, which 
established in the Church the Military Or-
dinariates – making them dioceses in their 
own right. For us in the United States, ours 
is the Archdiocese for Military Services, 
USA (the AMS), which encompasses ev-
ery military installation in the world, all 
embassies and State Department facilities. 
So it really is a worldwide diocese. In fact, 
Edwin Cardinal O’Brien, Grand Master of 
the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepul-
cher of Jerusalem, for whom I work, is the 
former Archbishop of the AMS.

The conference was attended by people 
from around the world: Canada, the USA, 
Italy, Columbia, Ecuador, Lithuania, Po-
land, France, Germany, various African 

For Diocesan Priest in Rome, Jubilee for Military 
Marked Experience of the New Evangelization

countries. There were bishops, chiefs of 
chaplains, national defense ministers, and 
members of the military. The conference 
was planned by the Holy See and sought 
to explain to the participants the various 
ways that different countries take care 
of the spiritual needs of their military 
members. Some military chaplains are 
appointed by the nation (some paid by 
the Church, others by the country); some 
chaplains have rank, others do not; some 
are actual members of the military, oth-
ers are not and are merely provided by 

the local diocese. In the United States, our 
chaplains are appointed by an “Endorsing 
Agency” as an official chaplain and we are 
truly members of the military, paid as any 
other member of the military.

The history and purpose of military 
chaplaincy is really all about evangeli-
zation. For the first four centuries after 
Christ, there were no military chaplains, 
since the only official religion was that 
of the Emperor. But after the legaliza-
tion of the Catholic faith by the Emperor 
Constantine in the 4th century, the Church 
quickly organized an order of chaplains 
because she recognized the need to minis-
ter to soldiers toward the goal of maintain-
ing and establishing peace.  

This Jubilee of Mercy, and especially 
this moment of a Jubilee for military, is an 
experience of the New Evangelization so 
often spoken about by Pope St. John Paul 
II. One of the presenters, speaking about 
the union of a military mission and God’s 
mercy, said, “The heart of God heals the 
misery of man; and man’s heart, drawn 
close to God, is restored.” This is the real-
ity of our faith, by which military chap-
lains strive to help people and soldiers 
and their families to realize: experiencing 
God’s heart heals all human misery. Mem-
bers of the military have a particular iden-
tity – certainly as a member of their par-
ticular nation and force (Air Force, Army, 
Marines, Navy, Coast Guard) – but they 
also need that identification and identity 
as a member of the Church. This sense of 
belonging is important.

Mercy, we were reminded, is an en-
counter. In the military, this encounter is 
often with those who are suffering (for 
example with the many refugees fleeing 
their country). Who are the first ones these 
refugees encounter? The members of the 
military. When chasing Al Qaeda or ISIS 
and, upon clearing them from a city and 
entering it, whom do the civilian popu-
lation first encounter? The members of 
our military. When dealing with a crime 
or civil situation, who are the first to re-
spond? The police. It is here in these en-
counters that people are able to experience 
God’s mercy through the mission/ministry 
of the military and police. It is important 
that all of us who are members of the mili-
tary and police force recognize our role in 
being this moment of “encounter” – shar-
ing with those we encounter the spiritual 
and corporal works of mercy.

On Saturday, there was a special Jubilee 
Audience (Pope Francis has added a num-

ber of special Saturday audiences during 
this Jubilee Year) for members of the mili-
tary and police and their families. I had 
received a VIP ticket to sit up to the right 
of the pope, up the steps in front of St. Pe-
ter’s Basilica. I arrived in what I thought 
was plenty of time... and it was... but I had 
to fight through a crowd of people to get 
to the right place. It always kind of amazes 
me; we are all there to see the pope – for 
a religious purpose – but people will fight 
and push and shove in order to get to the 
spot they want (or get through security 
check-points, which were VERY present).  

So, I finally managed to find my way 
through the crowd, through security and 
up to the proper seating area. And there I 
waited for the audience to begin. As usual 
here in Rome for any event the pope at-
tends, security was VERY tight. Gathered 
were uniformed members of people from 
all over the world. There were bands play-
ing from above and just lots of military 
pomp and ceremony.  

When the audience was over, the Holy 
Father began greeting the bishops, as usu-
al, and then moved to the defense minis-
ters in the VIP section. Then he went to the 
“rope line” where we were. He came right 
down the row until he finally got right in 
front of me. I wanted to say something, 
but was speechless. So I just stood there 
like a fool with my hand out. He grasped 
my hand, and continued on down the line. 
Next time, I’ll say something!

Sunday was the Mass for military, po-
lice and their families. It was not celebrat-
ed by Pope Francis, but by Cardinal Paro-
lin, the Secretary of State for the Vatican. 
Following the Mass, we all went outside 
into the Square for the noon Angelus (or, 
during Easter, the Regina Caeli). And with 
that, the Jubilee for Military ended.

It was a great opportunity for me to 
represent our country, our diocese, and 
the PA Air National Guard by taking part 
in this special Jubilee for Military. I am 
ever grateful to God for this opportunity to 
serve our men and women in the military. 
And as we draw close to Memorial Day, I 
unite my prayers with yours – remember-
ing all those who made the ultimate sac-
rifice to protect and defend the freedoms 
that we, as Americans, enjoy.

(Father John Bateman, a priest of the 
Diocese of Harrisburg, is currently serv-
ing in Rome as Secretary to Edwin Car-
dinal O’Brien, Grand Master of the 
Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulcher of 
Jerusalem.)
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Madison Sieg, an eighth-grader at St. Francis Xavier 
School in Gettysburg, is an international citizen scien-
tist.

Her research project has gone global.
“The Effect of Land Use on Water Quality” earned 

first place in the middle school category at the inaugu-
ral GLOBE Regional Science Fair at NASA Goddard in 
March, and then took top honors in GLOBE’s Interna-
tional Virtual Science Fair last month.

The Global Learning and Observations to Benefit the 
Environment (GLOBE) Program is an international sci-
ence and education program that provides students and 
the public worldwide with the opportunity to participate 
in data collection and the scientific process, and con-
tribute to the understanding of the earth system and the 
global environment.

Humbled by the outstanding international recogni-
tion, Madison told The Catholic Witness that her goal 
for the research project on Gettysburg’s Rock Creek 
wasn’t honors and awards, but rather “a way to conduct 
research that would impact our community.”

Prompted by questions about the water quality of lo-
cal streams and whether they contribute harmful water 
to the Chesapeake Bay, Madison’s experiment tested 
the effect of land usage on the health of Rock Creek, 
measuring the levels of dissolved oxygen, nitrates, pH, 
water temperature, conductivity and water transparency.

Her hypothesis for the project:
“If the testing site of the stream is changed from ru-

ral upstream, upstream of the wastewater treatment 
plant, downstream of the wastewater treatment plant, 
and downstream rural that has passed through the 
town, then the chemical parameters that indicate stream 
health – dissolved oxygen, nitrate, pH, water tempera-
ture, conductivity and water transparency – would be in 
the healthiest range upstream rural because as the wa-
ter is moving downstream into the city, the stream may 
pick up more waste and pollutants from the land use and 
other merging streams as it travels through the town.”

Madison was assisted in the project by Amy Woods, 
her science teacher at St. Francis Xavier, and Lesa Bird 
of Advancing Science with Gettysburg College.

As GLOBE requires adherence to specific protocols 
for data collection and equipment use, Mrs. Woods par-
ticipated in a training last summer so that she could guide 
Madison in the project. And, since GLOBE encourages 
students to collaborate with scientists, Ms. Bird advised 
on the testing site locations, the implementation of the 
protocols and graph comparisons. 

Following five weeks of data collection, three weeks 
of analysis, the creation of 19 graphs and consultation 
with Mrs. Wood and Ms. Bird, Madison concluded that 
the results of the experiment supported the hypothesis, 
and that stream health at headwaters and upstream in 
Pennsylvania result in a healthier and more productive 
Chesapeake Bay. 

In March, Madison took her project to NASA Goddard 
Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Md., for the GLOBE 

Regional Science Fair, where she interacted with fellow 
students as well as NASA scientists.

“I really enjoyed the GLOBE project because it was 
different from all the other science fairs I’ve ever been 
involved in, with the use of protocols and submitting my 
data to GLOBE for use,” Madison said.

For the time being, she said she is interested in becom-
ing a teacher one day, to instruct students in science.

“The GLOBE program is incredible because it pro-
vides the opportunity for students to do real-world sci-
ence,” Mrs. Woods remarked. “They’re not just going 
out and collecting data and conducting experiments for 
their project, they’re entering that data into the GLOBE 
Web site for actual scientists to use. 

“Through the GLOBE projects, students are actually 
becoming citizen scientists, and scientists will ask stu-
dents to collect particular data for their own research. It’s 
giving scientists more data, and giving the students the 
opportunity to learn how to properly use the scientific 
equipment and have their data utilized,” she said.

On the heels of Madison’s research for Rock Creek, 
Dr. Premysl Stych, Head of the Department of Applied 
Geoinformatics and Cartography at Charles University 
in Prague, contacted Mrs. Woods for permission to show 
selected results of the project at a team meeting of the 
NASA Land-Cover and Land-Use Change Program. 

At the GLOBE International Virtual Science Fair, 
which took place online last month, Madison’s project 
was one of 105 entries. Projects receiving the highest 
scores were entered into a drawing, with Madison earn-
ing top honors. She received a $1,000 stipend to offset 
the cost of attending the GLOBE Annual Meeting in July 
in Estes Park, Colo., with visits to Rocky Mountain Na-
tional Park.

“Maddie challenges herself in everything she does. I 
am very proud of her dedication and commitment,” Mrs. 
Woods said.

She also praised St. Francis Xavier students on their 
recent successes in science.

“I want to ensure that my students have a solid founda-
tion in the proper methods and the proper ways of shar-
ing their data,” said Mrs. Woods, who teaches science 
to students in grades four through eight. This year, five 
teams of 20 students competed in the K’nex Challenge 
and 14 students took part in the Capital Area Science and 
Engineering Fair at the Whitaker Center in Harrisburg.

“I want the students to undertake projects that have 
a purpose and that will challenge them outside of their 
boundaries so that they can learn new things and spark 
their interest in science,” Mrs. Woods added. “I want 
our students to have the best methods of exploring the 
scientific and engineering aspects so that they are well 
prepared for high school and college, and I want them to 
see the incredible future in those fields with the strong 
knowledge to pursue it.”

(For information about GLOBE, visit www.globe.gov. 
To view Madison’s project and learn about next year’s 
GLOBE Science Fair, visit www.globe.gov/science-fair. 
For information about St. Francis Xavier School, visit 
www.sfxs.org.) 

St. Francis Xavier Student’s Research  
on Water Quality Earns Top Honor  

in GLOBE International Science Fair

COURTESY OF AMY WOODS, ST. FRANCIS XAVIER SCHOOL
Madison Sieg of St. Francis Xavier School in Gettysburg is interviewed by NASA TV during the inaugural 
GLOBE Regional Science Fair at NASA Goddard in March. Madison’s project, “The Effect of Land Use on 
Water Quality” won first place in the regional competition and in the online international competition.

Parish Festivals
St. Joseph, Lancaster will host 6 Big Nights June 

27-July 2. Mon-Thur 6-10 p.m.; Fri 6-11 p.m. & Sat 5-11 p.m. 
Carnival grounds located at 1409 Wabank Rd., Lancaster. Food-
Rides-Games-Bingo-Jeanne’s Attic. Fireworks on Friday night. FREE 
Parking & FREE Admission.  Ride MOST of the rides all night 
long Monday-Wednesday for $12 (SAVE 40%) with a purchase of 
a “Discount Ride Coupon” prior to midnight June 26; go to www.
stjosephcatholicclub.com/carnival for details.

Join us for our Annual Buchanan Valley Picnic, on 
Saturday, August 27 from noon until dusk, rain or shine. Home-
cooked Family-Style Ham and Chicken dinners will be served all 
day. Price is $10 for adults; $4 for children ages 6 to 12; and ages 5 
and under are free. To be held at the picnic grove at the St. Ignatius 
Loyola Church at 1095 Church Road, Orrtanna, the picnic has been 
a tradition for over 175 years.  Nestled in the quaint, and beautiful 
hills of Buchanan Valley, historically known for the capture of Mary 
Jemison in 1758 by the Indians, it is an old-fashioned picnic with 
games for the children, bingo, music, and good food. For more infor-
mation, contact St. Ignatius Loyola Church at 717-677-8012.

St. Philip’s Parish Festival sponsored by the Men 
of St. Philips will be held Thursday June 2 through Saturday 
June 4, featuring exciting rides, games for everyone, and sinfully 
delicious food. This great social event brings the community together 
in a festive atmosphere while raising money in support of the Youth 
Ministry, the Cub and Boy Scouts, the parish picnic, the ever popular 
community Thanksgiving Meal as well as St. Mary’s Community meal 
and other church and community activities. Don’t miss out on the 
fun! For more information Contact Bob Ziemba at 717-330-5512 or 
email Bob at Rwzump@gmail.com. Volunteers always welcome! St. 
Philip’s is located at 2111 Millersville Pike just outside of Lancaster.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish will hold its 
Annual Festival at 4th & Market Streets on Friday June 24 from 
6- 11 p.m. with the Shoreliner’s Band and on Saturday June 25 from 
5-10:30p.m., with D.J. Mike Wonzik. Theme baskets, kid’s games, 
pierogies, funnel cakes, potato cakes, sausages hoagies, meatball 
hoagies, hamburgers, hot dogs, barbecue, wedding soup, beef 
vegetable soup, haluski, popcorn, chicken fingers, French fries, pas-
tries, sweets and beverages. The pre-event pierogies & pigeons sale 
will be Friday June 24 from 11 a.m.- 2 p.m. in the hall. Bingo will be 
in the hall. In case of rain the food will be sold in the hall on Sunday 
June 26  from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

St. Patrick Parish, Trevorton, will hold its 19th an-
nual summer Festival on Friday and Saturday, August 12 & 13 
from 5 to 10 p.m. nightly. Free live music, delicious ethnic foods, vari-
ety of games for young & not so young, basket tent, cake and treats 
raffle, money raffles and of course lots of fun and friendship.   

St. Joseph the Worker, Bonneauville, will hold their 
Parish Picnic on June 12 from noon - 4 p.m. at the Deacon Weaver 
Center.

Sacred Heart of Jesus in Cornwall summer festi-
val will run July 7th through July 9th from 5-10:30 p.m. Dinners start 
at 4 p.m. and run until 7 p.m. Thursday is Spaghetti Dinner, Friday 
is Fish Fry Dinner and Saturday is Southern-Style Pork Dinner. The 
Bands are Thursday, July 7 Quick Draw, Friday, July Bryan Steven-
son and Red Beard Soul, and July 9, Galbraith, Briody and Friends. 
The festival includes a Beer Garden, funnel cakes, baked goods, 
food and a Kids section open until 10 p.m. 

The Serra Club of Lancaster will host its annual 
summer picnic and dinner for priests and religious of the 
Lancaster deanery on Thursday, August 4 at St. Anne’s retirement 
community in Columbia. There will be an Italian theme for this year’s 
event. 

This year’s Corpus Christi International Food Fes-
tival is delighted to be a part of the greater city of Chambersburg 
CHAMBERFEST. This huge one day event, attended by thousands, 
is Saturday July 16, 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. For more information, contact the 
parish office at 717-264-6317.

Holy Trinity, Columbia will be holding their Parish 
Family Festival June 8-11, nightly from 6- 10 p.m. Penn Valley 
Shows will provide rides in the upper parking lot. Profits from this 
event benefit the parish, Our Lady of Angles School and the Com-
munity.

St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Lebanon will hold 
their Parish Festival June 10 and June 11, at St. Cecilia Parish 
Center grounds, 750 State Drive, Lebanon, from 4-11 p.m.each day.

The annual Divine Redeemer Parish Summer Fes-
tival in Mount Carmel will be held on the parish picnic grounds 
and in Divine Mercy Hall (400 Block of West Cherry Street) on 
Friday, June 17 from 5-10 p.m. and Saturday, June 18 from 3-11p.m. 
Featured at the rain-or-shine event will be the ever popular Theme 
Basket Raffle, Father Moran’s Cake Wheel, Ice Cream, Delicious 
Ethnic Foods, Homemade Baked Goods, Live Bands, Raffles, Rip-
Offs, Kidz’ Zone, and Refreshments.As part of this year’s Summer 
Festival we will be selling “THE BIG CHANCE” Raffle Tickets – you 
will be able to pick from 10 BIG PRIZE PACKAGES! Highlighting the 
day will be entertainment by “The 60’s Boys” on Friday evening and 
“Into The Spin” on Saturday evening.  

St. Joan of Arc, Hershey will host their 42nd an-
nual festival June 16, 17 and 18 from 5 -10 p.m. Full information 
and events are available on the festival website at www.sjafestival.
com.

Come and party Slavic Style at St. Ann Byzantine 
Catholic Parish’s annual Slavic Festival on Sunday, July 17 
on the church grounds at 5408 Locust Lane, Harrisburg, from noon 
until 9 p.m. Enjoy great homemade Eastern European foods to eat 
in or take out. Dance to The Polka WHOOOO and The Polka Quads. 
Take a Church tour, See world class iconography, chanting & singing 
demonstrations, Shop in the Eastern European market. Play games 
for young and old, bingo, Win at the Hugh theme basket and cash 
raffles. Free admission and parking. Call 717-652-1415 or visit www.
stannbyz.org. “No one leaves hungry!”

Mother Cabrini’s annual parish picnic will be held at 
the RCA Grounds in Ranshaw, (rain or shine) beginning Friday, June 
17 from 5-10 p.m.; Saturday, June 18 from 3-10 p.m.; and Sunday, 
June 19 from 2-10 p.m. There will be a variety of homemade and 
delicious foods, refreshments, games, prizes, music, etc.  



Corporal Works of Mercy
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC

Special to The Witness

Recently, while I was attending Sunday Mass, I experienced the presence of God in a tru-
ly unique manner. There was a family sitting about four pews in front of me. The youngest 
member of the family, a boy of about two years of age, experienced great delight in waving 
at members of the congregation and calling out, “Hi!” When he spied me, as I acknowl-
edged his wave, he began playing peek-a-boo with me. He would hold onto the back of the 
pew, duck behind the pew’s back and pop up with a broadcasted, “BA!” 
and a giggle. Meanwhile, the priest was preaching his homily. I tried 
to focus on the words that he was proclaiming, 
but the lad’s actions totally upstaged him. Then 
began my personal battle to attend to the priest’s 
words while the boy was just too cute to ignore! 

The priest’s message concerned itself with 
the mystery of mercy and the Easter stories. He 
mentioned that Jesus, always present, made his 
appearance known to the disciples in a way that 
was always a surprise. “BA!” Giggle. The disci-
ples were looking for Jesus in places where they 
thought he should be but wasn’t. “BA!” Giggle. Jesus was ALWAYS 
there, even if they couldn’t experience him. “BA!” Giggle. Jesus calls each of us to pat-
tern our life after His. “BA!” Giggle. We are called to show mercy and love to everybody, 
including the individuals that are hidden and easily forgotten from our constant attention. 
“BA!” Giggle.

Silent tears streamed down my face as I remembered what Blessed Mother Teresa used 
to say, “… that there are two kinds of ‘Real Presence’ of our Lord in this world: the Lord’s 
Real Presence in the Blessed Sacrament, where He fills us with His light, His life, and His 
love, and our Lord’s real presence in the poor, both in those materially poor and those spiri-
tually poor, where He is waiting for us to give Him back His light, His life, and His love. 
Living on the Bread of Life, we receive our Savior’s merciful love; sharing our bread with 
those who hunger physically and spiritually, we return that love back to Him, giving His 
compassionate Heart solace and joy.”1 

It is this merciful love that we have received from God himself that impels us to reach 
out to others. Isn’t this what the Year of Mercy is all about? Isn’t this what Pope Francis 
reminds us by having an extraordinary jubilee year; recognizing God’s personal love for 
each of us and then sharing it?

Traditionally, the Catholic Church delineates the works of mercy into two kinds: corporal 
(that is, bodily) and spiritual. The Corporal Works of Mercy are: feed the hungry, give drink 
to the thirsty, clothe the naked, shelter the homeless, visit those in prison, comfort the sick 
and bury the dead.

This list can seem a bit daunting, but let me give you a different perspective.
Feed the hungry and give drink to the thirsty. On the surface, feeding the hungry and 

giving drink to the thirsty seems straightforward. Soup kitchens, food pantries, homeless 
shelters abound all around us. There are programs that serve those in need in your local 
town/city or programs that serve others nationally as well as internationally. Sometimes, it 
might seem all too easy to write a check or throw an extra dollar in the collection plate on 
Sunday and declare, “Done!” There are different kinds of hunger and thirst. Have you ever 
thought about the hunger and thirst of members of your own family? I am not just talking 
about hungering and thirst for food and drink. I am talking about our hunger and thirst for 
deep relationships; time spent together. When you choose to “unplug” and be truly pres-
ent to the people that cross your path, you are feeding them with love and mercy. As you 
become Christ for them, they become Christ for you. The world would be truly different if 
we would interact with one another in this manner.

Clothe the naked and shelter the homeless. We can practice these works of mercy by 
getting involved with Habitat for Humanity or other organizations that provide services 
for the poor. But let’s be practical. Choose to downsize. Either donate gently used items to 
consignment shops that serve the poor or have your own garage sale and donate the money 
to organizations that provide these services. By eliminating the clutter around us, we can 
learn to focus on God in more a profound way.

Another way to live these attributes of mercy is to focus what you are doing for your fam-
ily: earning money or working at home to provide them food and drink. This is an outward 
practice. I suggest to you that you practice this inwardly; doing these actions with love and 
joy in your heart. In this way, you echo the teachings of St. Paul who wrote, “the simplest 
daily chore becomes a ‘living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God’, a true ‘spiritual wor-
ship.’” (Rom 12:1)

Visit those in prison and comfort the sick. Prison is indeed a place in which individuals 
who have made bad choices make restitution. I will never forget the time in which I had 
a parent meeting in a correctional institution in the South Bronx. The father of one of my 
students wanted to find out how he was behaving as well as performing in my class. That 
visit taught me the difference between the actions of an individual and the actual person. 
The effects of bad decisions often change people’s lives when they humble themselves and 
seek forgiveness and make restitution. There are individuals, both laity and clergy, who 
visit those in our correctional facilities. Reach out to them, asking them how you can assist 
them in their ministry. A simple card promising prayer can be a light in the midst of dark-
ness to an inmate.

Visiting the sick could mean reaching out to those in our local rehab centers as well as 
nursing homes. Social isolation for the elderly can cause a “sickness of the heart” that only 
friendship with a person can cure. Talk to your parish priest to find out how you can visit 
those confined to their homes.

Bury the Dead. The actual burial of a loved one takes a day. Grieving for that loss can be 
an overwhelming and brutally difficult process. There are bereavement programs often as-
sociated with parishes and hospitals that are constantly looking for volunteers. Ask around; 
see how you can get involved.

As I look over this list, I do realize that one person can’t possibly sustain all these activi-
ties on a regular basis. My suggestion to you is to pick and choose after consultation with 
the Holy Spirit. You never know how God will show up as you reach out to share His love 
with another! BA! Giggle! 

1http://www.thedivinemercy.org/library/article.php?NID=3479
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network Coordinator at 

the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for Wives in the Diaconate Pro-
gram. An educator for 29 years, she is responsible for Professional Development Programs 
for every age learner. Through her presentations, she challenges her audiences to be the 
individual God has called them to be.) 

Mother of God,  
Mother of Mercy

By Jim Gontis
Special to The Witness

The month of May is a good time to think about Mary.
Devotion to the Holy Mother is one of the hallmarks of being a true-blue 

Catholic, is it not?  
Hopefully we love our natural mothers. There’s no 

love like a mother’s love. And no 
substitute for it, either.

Yet, as wonderful as our own 
mothers are, as close to perfect as 
they might seem, we would have 
to admit that they are not quite 
perfect. Except that our Mother 
in Heaven IS perfect. She is not 
God. That is for sure. The French 
18th century saint and priest, Lou-
is de Montfort, writes that, in comparison to God, Mary 
is not even an “atom.” But almost immediately after that, he says that, by 
God’s grace, she is the greatest human person who has ever been created. 
She is the Queen of all Saints. Still, we know that there are no shortage of 
objections to Marian devotion and piety, even amongst other Christians, 
sometimes even Catholic Christians.

Have you ever heard any of these questions?
• Why do Catholics put Mary on the same level as God? Answer: We 

don’t. 
Does God need her? Answer: No, being entirely sufficient unto himself, 

God does not need anyone or anything. If he did, he would not be God. 
• Did Mary need to be saved? Answer: Yes, she too needed to be saved 

from sin and death. The sanctifying grace applied to us in Baptism after 
the historical fact of Christ’s death and resurrection is applied in fullness to 
Mary from the first moment of her conception in the womb of her mother, 
wherein she was preserved from all stain of Original Sin. We call this the 
Immaculate Conception.

• How can this be? Answer: Because Jesus is God, and God is not bound 
by space and time. He made space and time. An analogy might help. Picture 
sin and death as quicksand. There are two ways of saving someone from 
quicksand. The first is to pull them out of the quicksand once they have 
fallen in. That’s you and me. The second is to keep someone from falling 
into it in the first place. That’s Mary.

• Don’t Catholics hold her up on a pedestal? Answer: Yes, we do. Why? 
Because God does.  n Luke, Chapter 1, the Archangel Gabriel appears to the 
Virgin Mary with this greeting: “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!” 
In the same chapter, speaking under the influence of the Holy Spirit, her 
cousin Elizabeth says to Mary, “Blessed are you among women...” Has an 
archangel ever appeared to you or me at all, let alone with such a greeting 
as that?

• Why do we call Mary the Mother of God? Answer: Because she is. Jesus 
is God. Mary is His mother. Therefore, Mary is the Mother of God.  

Jesus is not two persons – one human and one divine. Mary did not give 
birth to twins. He is ONE divine person with two natures. He always pos-
sessed the divine nature. Did Mary give him that? Nope, he always had that. 
But he took his human nature entirely from her. Is it not appropriate that 
God the Son take to himself the human nature from one untainted by sin? 
The poet William Wordsworth, himself a Protestant, wrote of Mary as “our 
tainted nature’s solitary boast.”

Mary is the only person who ever existed who was chosen as mother BY 
the One to whom she gave birth. God the Son knew from all eternity that 
He would choose this woman from whom he would take his human nature. 
This was not something that happened by chance. God the Son, from all 
eternity, knew the woman He would deliberately choose to be his mother….
and ours.

• At the wedding at Cana, when the buzz went about that the wine was 
running out, the Mother of God, wishing to spare the newly married couple 
and their parents from being publicly mortified, interceded with her Son, 
“They have no more wine.” He responded to her, “Woman, how does your 
concern affect me? My hour has not yet come.” Houston, we have a prob-
lem. Jesus is not being smart-alecky toward his mother when he refers to 
her as “Woman.” God is smart, but not smart-alecky.  Jesus is using the term 
“Woman” as a term of honor. She is the New Eve. Mary is THE WOMAN. 
Being the woman of great faith, Mary simply says to the waiter, “Do what-
ever he tells you.” Then, voila, Jesus performs his first public miracle, not 
only changing many gallons of water into wine, but into the finest of wines, 
and saving the married couple from humiliation [cf. John 1: 1-11].

 • On Calvary, Jesus gives his Mother over to the care of John, and vice 
versa. When Jesus tells his beloved disciple, “Behold your mother,” he is 
giving instructions not just to John, but to all Christians [John 19: 26-27]. 
Jesus knows well that he is the only Way to the Father. Mary is the fastest 
and most direct route to Jesus. She teaches us to follow him, to contemplate 
him, to do whatever he tells us. She is teaching us to follow the promptings 
of her Son’s Spirit, which she always did.

It is through her Immaculate Heart that we come most surely to his Most 
Sacred Heart.  

Ad Christum per Mariam!
Tips to coming closer to Jesus through true devotion to Mary:
1) Live a sacramental life, especially regular Sunday (and Holy Day) 

Mass and Confession.
2) Pray the Rosary regularly.
3) Have a Marian image in a prominent area of your home.
4) Talk with Mary as a child speaks to his or her mother….about every-

thing.
(Jim Gontis the Director of the Diocesan Department for Religious Edu-

cation.)
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St. Anne School Students Receive Academic  
Scholarships from Lancaster Catholic High School

Three students from St. Anne School in Lancaster have received academic 
scholarships to attend Lancaster Catholic High School next year.

Katie Haefner, daughter of Stacey and James Haefner, received the Aca-
demic Excellence Scholarship in Science; Jaime Ely, daughter of Paulette and 
James Ely, received the Academic Excellence Scholarship in English; and 
Leanna Smith, daughter of Beth and Tim Smith, received the Excellence in 
Catholic Faith and Service Scholarship for Community Service.

Lancaster Catholic awards the scholarships to incoming freshmen for ex-
cellence in academic subjects, fine and performing arts, and Catholic faith 
and service. Students are required to submit an essay along with letters of rec-
ommendation supporting their excellence in their areas of choice. One $1,000 
scholarship is awarded in each category.

At Our Mother of Perpetual Help School,  
Two Earn Scholarships from Lancaster Catholic,  

One Nominated for Broadcom Science Fair
Our Mother of Perpetual Help School in Ephrata is pleased to announce 

that two eighth-grade students have been awarded scholarships to Lancaster 
Catholic High School for their outstanding academic achievements. Riley 
Smith has been selected to receive the Math Merit Award Scholarship for her 
outstanding academic accomplishments in Math. Riley, along with a selected 
group of OMPH School students, has been studying high school-level Alge-
bra during her eighth-grade year through a partnership with LCHS. Aidan 
Frymoyer was awarded a scholarship to Lancaster Catholic High School for 
his outstanding academic achievements in History. The awards were present-
ed by Mr. Tim Hamer, President of LCHS, and Mrs. Kyla Hockley, Director 
of Admissions at LCHS.  

Lizbeth Stephan, a seventh-grade student at Our Mother of Perpetual Help 
School, has been nominated for the Broadcom MASTERS (Math, Applied 
Science, Technology, and Engineering for Rising Stars) program based on her 
Science Fair project presented at the North Museum’s Science and Engineer-
ing Fair. She is the second OMPH student in two years to participate in the 
Broadcom MASTERS, which is a national competition. Only 10 percent of 
middle school projects nationwide are invited to apply online for this presti-
gious course. Lizbeth also was an honoree at the North Museum’s Champions 
of Science dinner, held in April.  She is currently working on her Broadcom 
MASTERS application, which is the next step to becoming a semi-finalist in 
the competition. 

Lancaster Church Organ Rededication 
Concert to Feature Houston Duo

St. Anthony of Padua Church, 
Lancaster, will feature Houston 
organ and trumpet duo Deux 
Voix (Two Voices) in concert 
Sunday, June 5 at 4 p.m. at the 
church, 501 East Orange Street. 
The concert will follow Father 
Daniel O’Brien’s rededication 
blessing of the ca. 1915 Anton 
Gottfried pipe organ. In Decem-
ber 2015, the organ was refur-
bished and restored to its original 
state by the Peragallo Pipe Organ 
Company of Paterson, N.J.

Works of Bach, Gigout, Holst, 
Langham, Saint-Saëns, and Telemann will be presented in the St. Anthony 
concert program.

In the summer 2015, Deux Voix presented a headlining program for the 
L’Organo Series at the Piccolo Spoleto Festival in Charleston, S.C., and the 
formal dedication concert for the new organ at The Citadel in Charleston, 
setting a new record for the largest crowd in the 30-year history of the series.

Organist Stephen Distad is currently the Music Associate and Organist at 
Memorial Drive United Methodist Church, Houston. He studied under ac-
claimed concert organist Marie-Claire Alain at Conservatoire à Rayonnement 
Régional de Rueill-Malmaison in France. Mr. Distad has performed in nu-
merous notable and historic locations—St. Thomas Church (Episcopal) in 
New York City, St. Patrick Cathedral in Dublin, Ireland, and Notre Dame de 
Paris, Paris, France.

Justin Langham is an active freelance musician, composer, arranger, and 
teacher in Houston. He is a member of the Houston Civic Symphony and 
has performed frequently with the Houston Ballet Orchestra. Mr. Langham 
is Adjunct Professor of Music Theory at Lone Star College, Montgomery, 
Texas. He is Director of Music Ministries at Grace United Methodist Church 
in Houston.

The Peragallo Pipe Organ Company has been located in Paterson, N.J., 
since its founding in 1918 and now operates in the fourth generation of busi-
ness. The St. Anthony American romance style organ, Peragallo Opus 731, 
was completely removed—pipes, components, and console—and taken to 
the Peragallo shop where the parts were cleaned, repaired and updated to 
the latest electronic technology. The appearance and performing integrity of 
the original instrument was kept. Peragallo builds and maintains pipe organs 
up and down the east coast—notably the organs of St. Patrick Cathedral and 
the Radio City Music Hall in New York City—and a large pipe organ in Em-
manuel United Church of Christ in Hanover. In the summer of 2016, the com-
pany’s services will expand to the western United States.

There is no admission charge for the concert; a free-will collection will 
be received. A reception will follow the concert. Free parking is available 
throughout the church campus.

The names of the following de-
ceased persons have been submitted 
by their parishes. Please remember 
in your prayers the happy repose of 
these recently departed souls and 
the consolation of their loved ones.

ANNVILLE – St. Paul the Apostle: 
Michael DeMaio, Maureen Robinson.

BERWICK – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Josephine  
Stephens.

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: 
Bradley R. Schechterly.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: 
Patrick R. Douglass, Mary Teresa 
Olsen, Rose Marie Olsen.

CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus 
Christi: Helene Antoinette  
(Brendgens) Eger, Rosemary (Vistine) 
Greisbaum, Jane Catherine (Otterson) 
McCarthy, Edward Francis Peters, 
Sr., Phyllis Marie (DiYenno) Scotti, 
Carol Lynn (Dudney) Whitten, Joseph 
Douglas Wolf.

COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady of 
Hope: Christine Kase.

COLUMBIA – Holy Trinity: Dana 
Englert, Melvin C. Gainer.

ELYSBURG – Queen of the Most 
Holy Rosary: Anthony J. Bressi,  
Joseph V. Checchi, Margaret S. 
Clauser, Theresa B. Kaleta, Ruth H. 
Klock, Theresa A. Leavens, Gloria 
A. Miller, Nancy M. Scisly, Anna T. 
Swinko, John V. Tumolo, Stanley R. 
Wasilewski, Joseph A. Wondoloski.

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis 
Xavier: Ralph C. Woerner.

HARRISBURG – Holy Family: 
Michael Batko, Jerome J. “Jerry” 
Mannix; St. Catherine Labouré:  
Aurelia Fazio, Stephen Rusinko, Jr., 
Frank Zlogar; St. Margaret Mary:  
Carmela M. Masciulli, Ronald Zec.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: 
Sylvia Sachette.

KULPMONT – Holy Angels: 
Michael J. Fantanarosa, Anna  
Goodlunas, Alex J. Laskoski, Virginia 
M. Lucas, Florence M. Repella, Donna 
Rusinko, Andrew W. Szoke, Helen 
Yarris.

LANCASTER – St. John Neumann: 
Dorothy Albright, Donna Corcoran, 
Christopher Cornwell, Tara Joy De 
Domenico, Peg Kingree.

LITTLESTOWN – St. Aloysius: 
Mary M. Selby.

MARYSVILLE – Our Lady of 
Good Counsel: Richard Supko.

MCSHERRYSTOWN – 
Annunciation BVM: Frances Billman, 
Paul F. Lawrence.

MECHANICSBURG – St. Joseph: 
Joanne Cave, Tom Deutsch, Cora 
Irene Mardis; St. Katharine Drexel: 
Julius Bourg, Loretta Coyle.

ROHRERSTOWN – St. Leo the 
Great: Henry Blust, Robert Metz.

SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini: 
Lottie Haude, Therese Kleinschmidt, 
Frank “Jimmy” Procopio.

SHIPPENSBURG – Our Lady of 
the Visitation: Jesua Mannino,  
Christine Wood.

STEELTON – Prince of Peace: 
Michael E. Galinac.

YORK – St. Rose of Lima: Beatrice 
Kohler, John McGirr.

Sister Rose Maureen Dormer
Sister Rose Maureen Dormer, a mem-

ber of the Sisters of Charity, died May 
10 at Kittay House, Bronx, New York. 
She was 91.

A native of Shamokin, she attended 
St. Joseph School and St. Edward High 
School, and entered the Congregation 
of the Sisters of Charity of New York in 
1945. She earned a bachelor’s degree in 
history from the College of Mount St. 
Vincent and a master’s in counseling 
and psychology from Manhattan Col-
lege.

During her years in education min-
istry, Sister Rose Maureen taught at 
schools in the Archdiocese of New 
York and in the dioceses of Brooklyn 
and Harrisburg. From 1973-1979, she 
served as Director of Guidance at Trin-
ity High School in Camp Hill. In 1996, 
after nearly 50 years in education, she 
moved to Holy Trinity Convent in Ma-
maroneck, N.Y. She moved to the Con-
vent of Mary the Queen in 2002, and 
retired to Kittay House in the Bronx last 
year.

The funeral Mass was celebrated at 
Mount St. Vincent Convent on May 14. 
Burial was in St. Joseph Cemetery, Yon-
kers, N.Y. 

Sister Mary Stephen Christian
Christian Charity Sister Mary Stephen 

Christian died April 23 at Holy Family 
Convent in Danville. She was 87.

Born Mary Frances Christian in New 
York City, she entered the Congrega-
tion of the Sisters of Christian Charity 
at Mendham, N.J., in 1944. Sister Mary 
Stephen’s entire religious life was one 
of dedicated service as homemaker and 
portress in the community’s convents in 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania. She re-
tired to Holy Family Convent in 2004.

The funeral Mass was celebrated 
April 27 in the convent chapel. Burial 
was in St. Joseph Cemetery, Danville.

Sister Agnes Petrill
Christian Charity Sister Agnes Petrill 

died at Holy Family Convent in Dan-
ville on May 15. She was 98.

Born Adeline Petrill in Hazleton, Pa., 
she entered the Congregation of the Sis-
ters of Christian Charity at Mendham, 
N.J., in 1933. Sister Agnes’ entire reli-
gious apostolate was devoted to teach-
ing in elementary and high schools in 
Pennsylvania. She received a bachelor’s 
degree from Marywood University in 
1948 and a master’s degree from Mary-
wood in 1971. She retired to Holy Fam-
ily Convent in 1990.

The funeral Mass was celebrated May 
17 in the convent chapel. Burial was in 
St. Joseph Cemetery, Danville.

Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in June during 
the past 25 years:

Father Augustine Zan, 1999
Father Joseph Kelly, 2000
Father Robert Burns, Jr., 2001
Father Thomas J. Gralinski, 

2005
Father William Geiger, CSSR, 

2007
Father T. Ronald Haney, 2012
Father Andre J. Meluskey, 2013. 
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Spiritual Offerings

Mass with prayers for healing will be celebrated June 7 at 7 
p.m. at St. Theresa Church in New Cumberland by Father Jordan Hite. 
The Mass is sponsored by the Pilgrims of Praise and Life in the Spirit 
prayer groups. For more information, call Mary Ann at 717-564-7709 or 
Loretta at 717-737-7551.

Pilgrimage and Retreats
The National Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in 

Emmitsburg, Md., has developed the Mountain to Valley Tour to 
give people a chance to see several different sites in northern Frederick 
County accompanied by a tour guide. The tour will be held on select 
dates this year; May 7-8, June 24-25, August 7-8, September 17-18, and 
October 21-22. However, if you have a group of 25 or more who would like 
to do the tour, the Shrine may accommodate other dates. For information, 
contact the Seton Shrine at 301-447-6606 or office@setonshrine.org, or 
go online at setonshrine.org/mountain-valley-tour.

Travel with Father Donald Bender of St. Patrick Parish, 
Carlisle, in 2017 to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Apparitions 
of Our Lady of Fatima. We will visit Fatima, Lourdes and La Sagrada 
Familia in Barcelona, Spain. Learn more at a special travel presentation 
on Monday, June 6 at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Activity Center on Marsh 
Drive. RSVP to fatimatour2017@gmail.com to attend the presentation or 
to request a flyer detailing the trip.

Women of Grace Malvern Retreat will take place from July 
8-10. Featuring Johnette Benkovic and other inspiring speakers with a 
theme of “Hail Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy: Our Refuge on the Battle-
field of Life.” Cost of $250 includes lodging for two nights and all meals. 
Contact Chris Arnold at 717-379-6041 or carnold@womenofgrace.
com

Join Father Thomas Coughlin, OMI, on a Pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land from November 9-19, 2016. Father Coughlin is a 
Scripture scholar and a former pastor of St. Margaret Mary Parish, Harris-
burg. The pilgrimage includes: daily Mass at holy sites, licensed Christian 
guide, accommodation in First Class hotels (five nights in Jerusalem, three 
nights in Tiberias, on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, one night in Tel Aviv), 
breakfast and dinner daily, land transportation by deluxe motorcoach, 
roundtrip motorcoach from Harrisburg to Newark Airport, roundtrip airfare 
from Newark to Tel Aviv on nonstop flights with United Airlines, and more, 
for $3,529 per person/double occupancy. For complete details, contact 
Karen Hurley at k.m.hurley1@gmail.com or George’s International Tours 
at (800) 566-7499, sales@georgesintl.com or visit www.georgesintl.com. 

A change in the registration deadline for Divine Mercy 
Weekend with Immaculee Ilibagiza and Kathleen Mc-
Carthy at Mount St. Mary’s University June 24-26 in Emmitsburg, Md. 
The weekend is sponsored by the Evangelization/Stewardship Mission 
at St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg. The registration deadline had 
been set for June 22. However, the university has asked that the target 
date for people to sign up must be by June 10 in order to make adequate 
preparations for food and accommodations. Contact Katherine Reid at 
kathyreid57@hotmail.com.

The annual Corpus Christi men’s retreat will be held 
the weekend of August 5 at Mount St. Mary’s, Emmitsburg, Md. 
Father Glenn Sudano, CFR, will be the retreat master. Join us for a week-
end of relaxation, refreshment, and renewal and hear Father Glenn’s talks 
about Divine Mercy at work for our lives. The retreat is open to ages 14 
and up. Men are encouraged to bring sons and grandsons. A $60 deposit 
is required towards total cost of $150. Reservations can be made through 
local parish coordinators or by contacting Paul Little, 717-264-2577.

Fundraisers and Events
What motivated a Pastor of the Brethren in Christ 

Church to leave Protestantism and become a Roman 
Catholic? Come to find out on Wednesday July 13, from 6:30- 8 p.m. in 
the parish social hall of Our Lady of the Visitation Church, 305 N. Prince 
St., Shippensburg. Deacon David Hall, who currently serves as a deacon 
at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg, has an exciting life 
to share with us: how God called him home to the Catholic Church. All are 
welcome to attend! Bring a friend!

Bill and his wife were raised in the Church of Christ.  
Bill became a pastor in that church, but then eventu-
ally became an Episcopalian minister. On July 1, 2015, he 
retired as the Protestant Chaplain of the US Army War College in Carlisle. 
Then he decided to join the Catholic Church. Come and hear his story 
Wednesday July 6 from 6:30-8 p.m. in the parish social hall of Our Lady of 
the Visitation Church, 305 N. Prince St., Shippensburg. All are welcome to 
attend!  Bring a friend!

St. Mary’s Men’s Club is holding an all-you-can-eat 
pancake breakfast in the church hall, 256 Tract Road, Fairfield, 
on Sunday June 12 from 8 a.m.-noon. It includes pancakes, ham, eggs, 
hash-browns, sausage, coffee, tea, iced tea, and orange juice. The cost 
is $7 for adults, $3 for children 6 to 12, under 6 free. All are welcome. For 
information, call 717-642-8815.

St. Gabriel’s Respect Life Ministry of St. Patrick Par-
ish in Carlisle will hold its second annual Pro-Vita Institute, June 23, 
at the Parish Activities Center, 85 Marsh Drive. Theme: “The Bioethics 
of Life.” Speakers: Father Daniel Mindling, Academic Dean, Mount St. 
Mary’s Seminary, and Consulting Theologian, USCCB Pro-Life Commit-
tee--Catholic Principles in Bioethics; Mr. Michael Ciccocioppo, 
Executive Director, PA Pro-Life Federation--Status of the Pro-Life 
Movement in America; Dr. Leonardo Mariño-Ramirez, Computational 
Biologist, Co-Founder, Pan American Bioinformatics Institute--Genetic 
Manipulation in Human History: Agriculture, GMOs, and 
Beyond. The day will be from 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Lunch included, and 
educational credits for teachers. For more information: www.stgabriel-
carlisle.org. To register, send check for $5 to St. Patrick Church, 152 E. 
Pomfret St., Carlisle 17013. Insert on memo line: St. Gabriel’s Ministry.

The Knights of Columbus Council 8891 and other 
organizations at St. John the Baptist Parish at 315 N. Con-
stitution Avenue, New Freedom, will host a Southern Fried Gospel 
concert and southern style dinner on June 11 from 6-10 p.m. at Capitani 
Hall. All proceeds from the dinner and silent auction will be used to help 
provide this much needed equipment for the Port Maria Hospital operating 
theater. The hospital serves over 113,000 people in the Parish of St. Mary, 
Jamaica. Today, they do not have adequate equipment and supplies 
to provide proper care to the people who depend on them for medical 
care, often having to reuse disposable medical equipment. Tickets are 
$25 (adults) and $12 (children under 12 years) in advance, $30/$15 at 

the door. For tickets and information, email Lovell Casiero at Lovell@
wdigroups.org or Joy Crimmins at Rvpmand@gmail.com

Father Robert Yohe, pastor of St. John the Baptist 
in New Freedom, will present “Now and at the Hour of 
Our Death” June 11 from 1-2 p.m. in the parish’s St. Elizabeth Center. 
Father Yohe will discuss the spiritual aspects of end-of-life care, including 
making moral and ethical decisions according to Catholic teaching. There 
is no cost, but preregistration is requested by June 10. Call Judy at 717-
235-2156, ext. 214.

The Serra Club of Lancaster will hold its next meet-
ing on Wednesday, June 1 beginning with 9 a.m. Mass at St. 
Catherine of Siena Church in Quarryville. Father Mark Speitel will be the 
celebrant and will also be the guest speaker at the breakfast and monthly 
meeting which will follow at Quarryville Family Restaurant. Father Speitel 
will induct new members, Bruce and Joan Bischoff of St. John Neumann 
Parish, Lancaster, into the Serra Club.

St. Margaret Mary School in Harrisburg is hosting 
an online Ebay mini auction to benefit the school. Bidding will 
open at noon on Friday May 27. For information and updates, follow on 
Instagram at StMargaretMary1948 or twitter @StMargMarySch and on 
Facebook at St. Margaret Mary School. Also find information at www.
stmmparishschool.org.

Young Adults in the area are welcome to a Movie 
Night sponsored by Lancaster Theology on Tap. “Francis: 
The Pope from the New World,” will be shown. The event will be held 
at St. Leo the Great at 2427 Marietta Ave., Lancaster, PA. on Wednes-
day, June 8 at 7:30 p.m. in Rooms 3 and 4 of the church. Mass will be 
offered at 7 p.m. Light fare of sandwiches, wine, cheese and popcorn 
will be served during the 50-minute movie. For more details go to: www.
totlancaster.com.

Holy Spirit–A Geisinger Affiliate is hosting its ninth 
annual Spirit of Women fitness event in June. “Day of 
Dance” will be held on Saturday, June 4, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at Cumber-
land Valley High School on the Carlisle Pike in Mechanicsburg. The day 
will include dancing demonstrations and instruction, health screenings, 
and shopping opportunities. Children are encouraged to attend with adult 
supervision. To register, call 717-972-4149 or visit www.hsh.org/spirit-of-
women. Free health screenings will be offered at the event to attendees 
18 years of age and older. Screenings include blood pressure, body 
mass index (BMI), bone density, cardiovascular risk assessment, non-
fasting cholesterol and glucose, and sleep assessment. No appointment 
is necessary for screenings.

St. Joseph Parish, 5125 Grandview Road, Hanover, in 
conjunction with the Buch Organ Company of Ephrata 
is pleased to announce a Dedication Concert of their new 4-manual Buch 
Organ to be performed by Gregory Zelek. He is increasingly recognized 
as one of the most exciting young organists in the American organ scene. 
Admission is free, though a free-will donation will be accepted. A recep-
tion to meet Mr. Zelek will follow in the social hall. The new organ was 
made possible through the generosity of an anonymous donor.

Boy Scout Troop 16, chartered to St. Joseph Parish 
in Lancaster, is having a reunion on Friday, June 10 at 6 p.m. 
at the church hall, 410 St. Joseph Street. All Scouts, past and present, 
as well as their families, are invited to attend. We are asking for those 
folks to bring their old scouting memorabilia and stories with them to 
show and share with others. Food and refreshments will be served. For 
more information and to let us know how many will attend, contact Matt 
Stewart, Scoutmaster, at 717-587-8409 or email at Troop16lancasterpa@
gmail.com

Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey will be 
held on Wednesday, June 1 at 7 p.m. Father Pius will preside. Come 
adore Jesus through prayer, praise, worship and music. A reception will 
be held immediately following the Caelorum in the cafeteria.  For more 
information, call 717-583-0240.

Holy Spirit–A Geisinger Affiliate has teamed up with 
cardiologists, cardiothoracic surgeons and health profes-
sionals to provide cardiac health education, as well as group support to 
patients, their families and caregivers to promote lifelong heart healthy 
living. Holy Spirit’s “Spirited Hearts” cardiovascular support group meet-
ings are held from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in Holy Spirit Hospital’s Auditorium C&D 
on the following dates: Wednesday, June 22: “Build Your Own Sundae 
While Learning about Nutrition and Cardiac Disease.” Wednesday, July 
2: “Getting the Most Out of Your Doctor Visits.” Wednesday, August 
24 – “Summer Salads.” A question and answer session will follow the pre-
sentations. Professional counselors are available to talk with attendees 
during the last 30 minutes of each session. To register, call 717-972-7690 
or send an email to HSGASpiritedHrtsweb@geisinger.edu.

Spend your summer at McDevitt! Bishop McDevitt High 
School teachers and coaches are accepting applications for students 
interested in attending various camps at McDevitt over the summer. All 
camps are held at 1 Crusader Way, Harrisburg. All camp registration 
forms are on Bishop McDevitt’s homepage, and find Youth Sports Camps 
under Athletics. http://www.bishopmcdevitt.org/youth-sports-programs/ 

Charismatic Conference on Mercy & Healing will be held 
on Saturday, August 20 from 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. at the Basilica of Sts. 
Cyril & Methodius, 580 Railroad St., Danville, with speaker Msgr. Robert 
Lawrence at 10:00 a.m. and Mass celebrated by Father Frank Karwacki 
and Prayers for Healing at 11 a.m. Lunch is on your own, dismissal is at 
12:30 p.m. Registration is $15, made payable to “Diocese of Harris-
burg,” and sent to “Charismatic Conference,” Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Church, 47 S. Market St., Mount Carmel, PA, 17851

The 8th annual Lauren and Spencer Day Memorial 
Golf Tournament and Walk will be held on June 18, 2016, at Rich 
Valley Golf Course. Lauren and Spencer are both alumni of Trinity High 
School who passed away within three years of each other. Their fund 
provides financial assistance to families going through a major medical 
crisis. Visit our website for more information and to register: http://www.
thsrocks.us/support-trinity/special-events/lauren-spencer-
day-foundation/

St. Catholic Labouré Knights of Columbus Council 
12811, is sponsoring an Indoor Yard Sale at Murray Hall, 
4000 Derry St., Harrisburg, June 11 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Tables are $15 
each or two for $25. For reservations call 717-564-1520.

Why not come out for a great day of fun and cama-
raderie? On Friday, June 10 at 1 p.m., the St. Joseph’s Knights of 
Council and St Joseph School are having their 13th annual Frank J. 
Gawronski Golf Tournament at the Mayapple Golf Club. The cost of a 
round of golf, cart, range balls, dinner and prizes is only $65 per player. 
Whether you are a single or have a group, we would love to have you. 

For more information, call Mike Convey at 813-470-8556 and/or go to 
our website at: www.council12788.org.

The Bishop McDevitt Class of 1986 will be holding its 
30th Class Reunion the weekend of October 21 and 22. The first 
event will be Friday evening October 21 with an informal gathering from 
6-10 p.m. at Spring Gate Winery, 5790 Devonshire Road, Harrisburg. The 
second event will be held Saturday evening October 22 at the Hershey 
Italian Lodge, 128 Hillcrest Road Hershey, from 6-11 p.m. For more infor-
mation, or if you have questions, contact Jeanine Mesarick at jmesar-
ick@gmail.com or call 717-433-4844. You can also contact John 
Wilk at 717-648-0667 or ja.wilk@yahoo.com .

Delone Catholic High School is again hosting the 
Mason Dixon Linemen Clinic with San Francisco 49ers 
Offensive Line Coach Pat Flaherty – a 1974 graduate of Delone Catholic. 
Coach Flaherty is returning to Delone Catholic on Saturday, June 18 to 
present personal instruction and drills for linemen geared towards young 
men entering grades 7-12. The clinic runs from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. and costs 
$50/player. Registration forms are due Friday, June 3 and are available 
by visiting www.DeloneCatholic.org. There will be an on-the-field 
ratio of 8-10 players per coach. More information about the clinic will be 
updated regularly on the clinic Facebook page – 2016Mason Dixon 
Linemen Clinic. Email masondixonclinic@gmail.com with any 
questions.

Volunteers are needed to help families in crisis at the 
Carlisle Area Family Life Center, a crisis pregnancy and family 
resource center. Commitment is two to three times a month. To become a 
volunteer, an application must be completed followed by an interview and 
training. Training will be held June 7, 14 and 21 from 9 a.m.-noon each 
day. Candidates must attend all three days of training. For more informa-
tion, contact Lori Peters at 717-243-6544. 

On Friday June 3, the Pastoral Care Department at 
Holy Spirit Hosptital, a Geisinger Affiliate, will have a Chaplain’s 
Day with speaker Jim Garvey, O.Praem from Daylesford Abbey, Paoli, 
PA. He is a Chaplain, Spiritual Director, Retreat Master and Educator.  
His topic will be centered around “Personalities, Prayer and Caring for 
Others.” For more information and to register, call 717-763-2118 or 717-
972-4255.

Job Opportunities  
St. Joseph School in Hanover is searching for an 

Extended Care Director/Administrator.  Applicants must 
have a Master’s or Bachelor’s degree in early childhood, child develop-
ment, special education or elementary education with at least 3 years’ 
professional experiences working with children.  Applicants must have the 
proper credentials and meet requirements of diocesan policies. Letters of 
recommendation are needed. The Extended Care Director is responsible 
for completing a budget, tracking attendance and payments, creating 
a daily schedule and planning activities. All interested parties should 
submit standard applications, a basic resume, and a simple cover letter 
to the Diocese of Harrisburg as well as St. Joseph School Office at 236 
Baltimore Street, Hanover.

Resurrection Catholic School in Lancaster is seeking 
a part-time music teacher for the 2016-2017 school year. The 
applicant must have a Bachelor’s Degree in music or in elementary 
education. The applicant will be responsible for teaching music classes 
to children in Kindergarten to 8th grade. Send your resume, a copy of 
your degree, and updated clearances to Miss Brenda Weaver, Principal, 
Resurrection Catholic School, 521 E. Orange Street, Lancaster, PA 17602 
or bweaver@resurrectioncatholicschool.net. 

Resurrection Catholic School in Lancaster is seeking 
a part-time physical education teacher for the 2016-2017 
school year. The applicant must have a Bachelor’s Degree in physical 
education or elementary education. The applicant will be responsible 
for teaching physical education to children in Kindergarten to 8th 
grade. Send your resume, a copy of your degree, and updated clear-
ances to Miss Brenda Weaver, Principal, Resurrection Catholic School, 
521 E. Orange Street, Lancaster, PA 17602 or bweaver@resurrection-
catholicschool.net.

Delone Catholic High School, McSherrystown, is 
seeking a marching percussion instructor for the 2016 
season. Band camp is July 18-22 at Penn State Mont Alto. The position 
also involves semi-weekly practices during the summer and fall at the 
high school. Stipend is negotiable. For more info, contact Brian Yealy 
at music@delonecatholic.org or 717-637-5969 x 202.

Help High School Students live their Catholic Faith. 
Immaculate Heart of Mary (IHM) Parish in Abbottstown is 
seeking the right Parish Youth Ministry Leader, a part-time qualified posi-
tion. Needed to assist in directing our growing high school youth ministry, 
which began two years ago, and to inspire continued future growth. IHM 
Youth Ministry is a Christ-centered ministry, currently serving high school 
students in a parish environment. Together with the adult core team 
of volunteers and a supportive pastor, the Youth Minister images the 
presence of Jesus in a special way for teens looking to connect with God 
through the Catholic Church in a constantly-changing world.  Respon-
sibilities include: coordinating the youth ministry; collaborating with and 
directing the adult core team; developing a systematic and intentional 
plan for youth ministry and catechesis that utilizes a creative variety of 
formats, settings, and time frames; providing resources (both at and 
away from the parish) for effective programming; fostering the involve-
ment of young people in the life of the parish; managing the outreach to 
and evangelization of all young people in the parish; creating innovative 
ways to bring people together. We offer competitive salary, along with the 
opportunity to mold and shape the present-day and future faithful of the 
Church. All interested, qualified applicants should submit a basic resume 
and simple cover letter (via email or mail) by June 6, 2016 to Fr. Timothy 
D. Marcoe, Pastor, Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, 6084 W. Canal Rd., 
Abbottstown, PA 17301, or frtmarcoe@hbgdiocese.org  A response will be 
given as soon as possible after application is received. 

Trinity High School is seeking a full-time Latin teacher 
for the 2016-2017 school year to teach all levels of Latin. Interested 
candidates should send a resume, cover letter and all required clear-
ances to Eileen Poplaski, Vice Principal/Director of Studies, Trinity High 
School, 3601 Simpson Ferry Rd, Camp Hill, PA 17011. Please visit our 
school’s website at http://www.thsrocks.us, under ‘About Us’ for the list of 
required clearances.

York Catholic High School is seeking a part-time art 
teacher to teach grades 7 through 12 beginning August 2016. Require-
ments: PA Certification and related Bachelor Degree in appropriate major, 
state and federal clearances. Send resume, certification, letter of interest, 
Diocesan application, and a copy of clearances to: Katie Seufert, Princi-
pal, York Catholic High School, 601 East Springettsbury Avenue, York, PA 
17403, 717-846-8871 x12, kseufert@yorkcatholic.org.
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Carol Zimmermann 
Catholic News Service

Pope Francis accepted a proposal at the Vatican 
May 12 to form a commission to study the possibil-
ity of women serving as deacons today, it generated 
plenty of buzz.

The pope’s agreement on the idea – raised by 
members of the International Union of Superiors 
General, the leadership group for superiors of wom-
en’s orders – was interpreted by some as a thumbs-
up to women deacons and eventually women priests, 
which the Vatican spokesman was quick to rebut the 
next day.

Pope Francis “did not say he intends to introduce 
a diaconal ordination for women,” and he certainly 
did not speak about the ordination of women priests, 
said Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, the Vatican 
spokesman.

But even a study of women deacons – suggested 
by women and approved by the pope – carries pretty 
hefty weight, some are saying.

Even the context of the possibility of this com-
mission is important, said Kathleen Sprows Cum-
mings, director of the Cushwa Center for the Study 
of American Catholicism at the University of Notre 
Dame.

“Women were asking the pope to elaborate on 
what he’s said about women’s roles in the Church,” 
she told Catholic News Service May 13. The discus-
sion got so much attention, she said, because “any-
time there is a suggestion of some kind of opening 
for women in the Church it makes news. People are 
desperate for it and others are frightened by it.”

The pope’s response to this idea caught the atten-
tion of Deacon William Ditewig, a theology profes-
sor at Santa Clara University who previously served 
as the head of the U.S. bishops’ diaconate office. 

He said he keeps looking back at the pope’s words 
that day to the women religious and what stands out 
is the pope’s humility. It’s clear, he said, that the 
pope has thought about the issue but hasn’t kept up 
with it and is willing to hear more.

Deacon Ditewig, who has written several books 
on the permanent diaconate and lay ministry, also 

said it’s important to pay attention to what the pope 
didn’t say. 

“He never said, ‘Tomorrow we will ordain women 
deacons,’” adding: “Those who think that’s what he 
was saying are wrong.”

The timing of the suggested commission also is 
worth noting, said Phyllis Zagano, senior research 
associate in the religion department at Hofstra 
University in Hempstead, New York, who has re-
searched and written about the history and theology 
of women deacons.

“I am delighted that in this time of Pentecost the 
spirit has brought the question of women deacons 
to the Holy Father’s mind,” she said in an email to 
CNS.

“A genuine commission can only arrive at the 
same answers scholars have arrived at for many 
years: Women have been truly ordained as deacons 
and can be so ordained again,” she said, noting papal 
letters in the 11th and 12th centuries that she said 
gave bishops permission to ordain women as dea-
cons. Zagano also said that in the 18th century, the 
canons of the Maronite Catholic Church that include 
ordaining women as deacons were given papal ap-
proval.

But Bishop William F. Murphy of Rockville Cen-
tre, New York, questioned whether there is docu-
mentation showing women were actually ordained 
deacons in the early Church.

In a column posted May 13 on the Web site for the 
diocesan magazine, The Long Island Catholic, he 
said he has “yet to be convinced that the ‘evidence’ 
in the early Church about deaconesses indicates any 
kind of sacramental ordination.” He also described 
the “limited instances in print and in art” as some-
what “obscure” and he questioned if the Church 
needs another “clerical group.”

Bishop Murphy warned against employing a “con-
temporary American political model” in the Church, 
referring to “the approach of pressure groups who, 
using questionable language about ‘rights’ and 
‘equality,’ try to build up a vocal and insistent drum-
beat for what they want.”

“That is not the way the apostles made decisions 
in the Acts of the Apostles,” he added.

Deacon Ditewig told CNS May 13 that the pope’s 
acceptance of a study really needs to be taken just 
at its word and put into the context that the Catholic 
Church has studied this issue before but has failed, 
as recently as 2002, to offer a definitive answer 
about women deacons.

Where the Church has been clear on its insistence 
that the priesthood is reserved only to men, it has 
avoided saying the same about the diaconate.

In 2002, the International Theological Commis-
sion, which acts as an advisory panel to the Vatican, 
concluded after a five-year study that it “falls to the 
ministry of discernment which the Lord established 
in his Church to make an authoritative pronounce-
ment on the question” of women deacons.

Even though some hoped the report would open 
doors for women in the Church, the commission 
made clear that the role of women deacons in the 
early Church cannot be considered equivalent to that 
of ordained male deacons.

Further study of the permanent diaconate, a min-
istry restored by the Church in 1967, is a welcome 
effort said Deacon Ditewig, who said it could pro-
vide clarity about the potential role of women, but 
also offer a needed clear theology about the role of 
deacons.

To that end, he said the commission charged with 
studying the issue should include theologians as 
well as historians.

He also said there should be a cautious approach 
about what such a commission could ultimately de-
cide.

“Right now there is some freedom,” he said, be-
cause the lack of a definitive answer from the Church 
on the issue of women deacons provides some hope 
that it is possible.

“What if the answer is no?” he said, stressing that 
people shouldn’t ask the question if they aren’t pre-
pared for the answer.

“I’m open to either answer,” he said, adding: “I 
just want to have the conversation.”

Study of Women Deacons Won’t be First,  
but Might Answer Questions

Catholic News Service

The U.S. House May 16 unanimously passed the Frank Wolf International 
Religious Freedom Act, giving the Obama administration and the U.S. State 
Department new resources to combat what the bill’s bipartisan supporters say is 
“a worldwide escalation” of Christian persecution and anti-Semitism.

U.S. Rep. Chris Smith, R-New Jersey, was the author of the bill named for 
former U.S. Rep. Frank Wolf, a Republican who represented Virginia’s 10th 
Congressional District from 1981 to 2015.

According to Smith, more than 20 years ago, Wolf “had the foresight to make 
advancing the right to religious freedom a high U.S. foreign policy priority.”

“Today religious freedom is still under attack and we must upgrade our pro-
grams and methods to meet the challenges of the 21st century,” said Smith, who 
has held more than a dozen hearings on religious freedom.

The newly approved measure, also known as H.R. 1150, requires that inter-
national religious freedom policies be integrated into national security, immi-
gration, rule of law and other relevant U.S. foreign policy priorities; creates a 
“designated persons list” of individuals sanctioned for participating or directing 
religious freedom abuses; and expands diplomatic training on international re-
ligious freedom for all State Department diplomats.

It gives the U.S. president the authority to designate “non-state actors” as 
severe violators of international religious freedom and requires that the am-
bassador-at-large for international religious freedom will report directly to the 
secretary of state.

It also creates a “tier system” for the U.S. Commission on International Reli-
gious Freedom’s reports on countries of particular concern and a special watch 
list – similar to the tier system used in the State Department’s Trafficking in 
Persons Report.

For example, in the trafficking report, the State Department places each coun-
try on one of three tiers based on the extent of its government’s efforts to com-
ply with the “minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking” found in 
Section 108 of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act.

“The U.S. House has taken an important step to empower government of-
ficials to address the persecution of religious minorities throughout the world,” 
Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson said in a statement May 18.

He said the Knights of Columbus applauded the House for its vote and urged 
the Senate “to quickly follow suit and the president to sign this important leg-
islation into law.”

Anderson was among those who testified at Smith’s Dec. 9 hearing on assist-
ing victims of Islamic State violence.

Smith said the world is facing “an unprecedented crisis of international reli-
gious freedom” that “undermines liberty, prosperity and peace.” The situation 
“poses a direct challenge to the U.S. interests,” particularly interests in the Mid-
dle East, Russia, China and sub-Saharan Africa, according to the congressman.

“A robust religious freedom diplomacy is necessary to advance U.S. interests 
in stability, security, and economic development,” Smith said in a statement.

The congressman is a member of the House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and is chairman of its Subcommittee on Africa, Global Health, Global Human 
Rights and International Organizations.

“Where there is more religious freedom, there is more economic freedom, 
more women’s empowerment, more political stability, more freedom of speech, 
and less terrorism,” he added.

H.R. 1150 was co-sponsored by a leading Democrat, Rep. Anna Eshoo of 
California, and had more than 100 bipartisan co-sponsors. The Knights of Co-
lumbus is one of several religious organizations backing the measure, along 
with representatives of ethnic minority groups and nongovernmental organiza-
tions.

“From the founding of our nation, religious freedom has been a pillar of our 
democracy and it remains one of the most cherished values of our country,” 
Eshoo said. “This bill will improve U.S. efforts to promote religious freedom 
globally; better train and equip diplomats to counter extremism; address perse-
cution; mitigate conflict and help the ambassador-at-large for religious freedom 
to coordinate religious freedom efforts.”

House OKs Bill Allowing More Ways  
to Protect Religious Freedom Worldwide
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If you are still playing lacrosse in the wetness of 
May, your program has had a successful season by 
all standards. 

The girls of York Catholic, though they lost the 
York County championship to their annual rival 
the Rams of Kennard-Dale, earned the number one 
seed in the District 3 championship 16-team brack-
et. The Fighting Irish beat Kennard-Dale during the 
regular season and have been mowing though dis-
tricts the past couple of weeks, on target to run into 
the Rams in the District final on May 26, if things 
expectedly play out seeding wise. Upsets, though, 
are what does make lacrosse so fun to watch.

On the boys’ side, the Fighting Irish won the York 
County championship with a win over Red Lion, 
who had beaten them earlier in the regular season. 
York Catholic lost in the second round of the Dis-
trict 3 tournament to perennial power Cumberland 
Valley, 10-8, in a close game at Lower Dauphin’s 
Kreiser-Hallman Field.

Tied early in the third quarter, Cumberland Val-
ley scored four unanswered goals in a crucial por-
tion of the quarter when the Eagles were able to 
dominate the face-off x and scored a couple in 
fast-break transition to pull away. York Catholic 
finished their tremendous season at 15-4.

Playing at same venue later in the evening, Trin-
ity faced the Blue Streaks of Manheim Township 
– arguably the best high school lacrosse program 
over the past two decades in Central Pennsylva-
nia. The Shamrocks, who lost the Mid-Penn cham-

Diocesan Lacrosse Programs  
Have Tremendous Seasons

pionship to Mid-Penn gold standard Hershey a 
week earlier in a physical contest at Landis Field 
in Harrisburg, made it to the final eight in District 
3 before falling to Township, 17-12, in a fiercely 

competitive game. The ’Rocks finished their excel-
lent season, 14-7, and were unbeaten in Mid-Penn 
Commonwealth Division play with a big regular 
season win over Cumberland Valley.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Trinity’s attacker, 
Jesse Altmeyer, is 

met with force at 
goal line extended 

by a Hershey pole in 
the Mid-Penn  

championship game. 

York Catholic’s Tanner Yanick scores against Red Lion in the  
YAIAA championship. Yanick, a mid-fielder, will play for York College 

next year. The Spartans made it to the NCAA Division III  
lacrosse championship quarterfinals, where they lost a heartbreaker  

in overtime to the Bullets of Gettysburg College. 

The Fighting Irish’s Lisa Casagrande dodges against 
Hempfield. She scored 3 first-half goals to put York 
Catholic up for good. 

ROBERT J. CHADDERDON, ELBE PHOTOGRAPHY
York Catholic’s Anna Linthicum is thwarted by the Kennard-Dale goalie on a dink and dunk shot. 

Mark Hergenroeder, 
Trinity attacker, who 
can definitely finish 
as a goal scorer, 
looks for an opening 
to the cage from X.

ROBERT J. CHADDERDON, ELBE PHOTOGRAPHY
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The faith-based artwork of di-
ocesan school students was on 
exhibit in the Archives’ display 
cases at the Cardinal Keeler 
Center in Harrisburg this spring 
as the Diocesan Department of 
Religious Education hosted the 
fourth annual art contest for 
students to highlight their God-
given artistic talents.

Awards were presented to the 
top-three artists in a senior divi-
sion for students in grades 10-
12 and in a junior division for 
those in grades 7-9. Judges also 
awarded ten honorable mention 
ribbons.

First place in the senior divi-
sion was awarded to Juwon Lee 
of Trinity High School in Camp 
Hill for her piece, “Song of 
Songs,” glass tiles, sheet music 
and fabric on a cello she found 
among her art teacher’s materi-
als. The swans, she said, illus-
trate God’s reflection in the love 
of a married couple 

Grace Ringlein of Lancaster 
Catholic High School earned 
second place for “A Progres-
sion of Miracles,” a ceramic piece with 
Scripture verses and images of the mir-
acles Jesus performed.

Third place in the senior division was 
presented to Madelyn Marks of Lan-
caster Catholic, for “Scherenschnitte 
Sacraments.” Scherenschnitte is Ger-
man for “scissor cut,” the technique 
that Madelyn used to illustrate the Sev-
en Sacraments.

In the junior division, Annie Morris 
of St. Leo the Great School in Rohrer-
stown, was awarded first place for “The 
Resurrection,” an ink and watercolor 

Student 
Art Show 

Exhibits Faith

THE VIETNAMESE APOSTOLATE OF THE                      
DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG PRESENTS 

Holy Door of Mercy Pilgrimage to the  
Basilica of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Agenda for the Day 
 
 

2:00 PM to 2:30 PM   Tour of the Basilica under the guidance of  
Rev. Joseph R. Howard, Pastor and Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 
2:30 PM to 3:00 PM  Eucharistic Adoration 

 
3:00 PM to 3:30 PM   Eucharistic Procession 

 
3:30 PM to 4:30 PM  Holy Mass                                                                                            

 
4:30 PM to 5:00 PM  Picnic on Basilica grounds and dismissal 

OPEN TO ALL THE FAITHFUL! 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 30 Basilica Drive, Hanover, PA 17331 

For additional information or to RSVP please contact Mr. Vu Ngoc Hai at        
(717)-215-6582 or email at haivu155@yahoo.com 

Sunday, June 26, 2016 

Year of  Mercy 
Năm Thánh Lòng Thương Xót Chúa  
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Four of the six place winners display their artwork. From left are Annie Morris of St. Leo the Great School in Rohrerstown, first place in the 
junior division; John Nguyen of Holy Name of Jesus School in Harrisburg, second place in the junior division; Juwon Lee of Trinity High 
School in Camp Hill, first place in the senior division; and Madelyn Marks of Lancaster Catholic High School, third place in the senior  
division. Absent from the photo were Grace Ringlein of Lancaster Catholic, second place in the senior division, and Amanda Mueller 
of St. Leo the Great, third place in the junior division.

depiction of one of the stained-glass 
windows at St. Leo the Great Church.

Second place was presented to John 
Nguyen of Holy Name of Jesus School 
in Harrisburg for “Jesus, the Light of 
the World,” a pen and crayon illustra-
tion of the Eucharist lighting the world. 
Quotes from prayers are written on the 
earth’s surface.

Third place in the junior division was 
awarded to Amanda Mueller of St. Leo 
the Great School in Rohrerstown for 
“The Baptism of Jesus,” a watercolor 
depiction of a stained-glass window.

Honorable mention was awarded to 
the following the following ten stu-
dents: Zoe Knafelc, Eleanor Bila and 
Anna St. Denis of Lancaster Catholic 
High School, Sarah Boline of Bishop 
McDevitt High School in Harrisburg, 
Katherine Kukay of Trinity High 
School in Camp Hill, Brian Christia-

na of Our Lady of Lourdes Regional 
School in Coal Township, Olivia Gal-
lucci of St. Leo the Great School in 
Rohrerstown, David Crooks of An-
nunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
School in McSherrystown, and Dani-
elle Richards and Maria Ferraro of St. 
Joseph School in Mechanicsburg.

Above: “The 
Baptism of Jesus” 
earned Amanda 
Mueller of St. Leo 
the Great School 
in Rohrerstown 
third place in the 
junior division.

Left: “A  
Progression of 
Miracles” earned 
Grace Ringlein of 
Lancaster Catholic 
High School  
second place in 
the senior division.
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