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Seminarian Samuel Miller reflects on the faith during some quiet time at the diocese’s Quo Vadis Days 
discernment retreat, held earlier this month at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md. Latin 
for “Where are you going?” Quo Vadis Days offers young men time away to discern the Lord’s call in 
their lives.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

At the age of 15, Father Samuel Dubois was already think-
ing about being a priest someday, and searching for answers 
about life as a seminarian and formation to the priesthood. 

So when the Diocesan Office of Vocations offered the inau-
gural Quo Vadis Days retreat for young men discerning God’s 
will for their lives, young Sam, at the encouragement of his 
pastor Father Robert Sharman, signed up for the first-of-its-
kind diocesan event.

That was in 2005.
Admittedly introverted by nature, young Sam stepped onto 

to grounds of Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg – 
home to Quo Vadis Days for more than a decade now – and 
soon found a deeper calling to become a priest.

“The most incredible thing for me that first year was that 
I had met seminarians for the first time ever, and got to talk 
with them a lot and realize that they’re normal guys,” Father 
Dubois said in a recent interview with The Catholic Witness.

The week included time for informal discussion with semi-
narians and priests, Mass, Adoration of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, games and picnics. And, most importantly for a teen-
age Sam, opportunities for prayer in its various forms.

“Quo Vadis Days was really the first experience I had in 
praying the Liturgy of the Hours, and of spending time in si-
lent prayer,” he recalled. “That renewed the feeling in me that 
the Lord wanted me to be a priest.”

Father Dubois, parochial vicar at St. Theresa Parish in New 
Cumberland, was among five new priests ordained to the di-
ocesan priesthood in June of this year, along with Father Ste-
ven Arena, Father John Kuchinski, Father Richard Mowery 
and Father Brian Olkowski.

Several of the newly-ordained priests have attended Quo 
Vadis Days nearly every single year, as young men discerning 
and as seminarians in formation. In fact, when the seminar-
ians at this year’s retreat, held in mid-June at the Mount, were 
asked to raise their hands if they’d been to a previous Quo 
Vadis Days retreat, all but two did.

“No one can do it on their own,” Father John Kuchinski 
said of the discernment process. “For me, one of the biggest 
supports was Quo Vadis Days.”

In fact, Father Kuchinski, serving this summer at Seven 
Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Middletown, 
has attended all but one Quo Vadis Days retreat, and that’s 
because he was studying in Rome – where he’ll return this fall 
to complete an advanced degree.

‘No One Can Do it on Their Own’
Quo Vadis Days Give Gift of Discernment

More QUO VADIS, page 6

‘Do Not 
Touch Her, 
She Will 
Touch You’

In 1917, the Blessed Mother appeared to three shep-
herd children in Fatima, Portugal, giving the world a 
message of peace:

“…God wishes to establish in the world devotion 
to my Immaculate Heart. If what I say to you is done, 
many souls will be saved and there will be peace.”

Upon the 100th anniversary of the apparitions at 
Fatima, the world-famous International Pilgrim Virgin 
Statue of Our Lady of Fatima is on a nationwide tour, 
calling for prayer and penance for peace in our nation 
and conversion of heart.

The statue is visiting 100 dioceses to mark 100 years 
since the apparitions.

Earlier this month, the statue visited five locations in 
the Diocese of Harrisburg, accompanied by a sign with 
the message, “Do not touch her; she will touch you.”

See page 16 for coverage.

Pilgrim Virgin  
Statue Visits Diocese

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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Join the Courage Movement
Those with same-sex attraction are invited to participate in the Courage 

Movement, a Catholic program that supports its members in living the virtue 
of chastity according to the teachings of Sacred Scripture and the Catholic 
Church. 

Founded in 1980 by the late Cardinal Terence Cooke, Archbishop of New 
York, the Courage Movement gathers its members in prayer, fellowship and 
mutual understanding in order to strengthen their relationship with God, the 
Church and one another. Members benefit from Church teaching that they are 
loved by God and called to share that love with all in a chaste, charitable way.      

Parents and family members of those with same-sex attraction are invited 
to join the Encourage program, to benefit from prayer, shared wisdom and 
common experience. The participants help one another as they interact in 
a loving manner with their children and loved ones who have homosexual 
orientation.  

Both groups meet in the Diocese of Harrisburg on a regular basis. For fur-
ther information and for meeting dates and locations, please contact Father 
William Weary at 717-242-2781 or frweary@sacredheartlewistown.com. 

Courage Movement Offers Catholics with Same-Sex 
Attraction Support in Living Chaste Lives 

Offshoot ‘Encourage’ Bolsters Family Members Too
By Jen Reed

The Catholic Witness

Amid a tidal wave of erroneous as-
sumptions that the Church is “against 
homosexuals,” Catholics with same-
sex attraction might think that the 
Church would be the last place to go 
for support in living the Gospel faith-
fully.

The truth is that the Church loves and 
welcomes all people, and teaches that 
persons with a homosexual inclination 
“must be accepted with respect, com-
passion and sensitivity” (Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, no. 2358).

So for Catholic men and women 
with same-sex attraction, the Church 
offers the Courage Movement, a pro-
gram that bolsters them in living the 
virtue of chastity according to the 
teachings of Sacred Scripture and the 
Catholic Church.

Courage was founded in 1980 by 
Terence Cardinal Cooke, Archbishop 
of New York, in response to the need 
for support.

The movement now has chapters 
throughout the United States and 
Canada, and, though founded by cler-
gy and endorsed by the Holy See, is 
largely a lay movement.

Courage was introduced in the Dio-
cese of Harrisburg in the mid 1990s; 
its first spiritual director was Father 
Andrew Marinak. The current spiritual 
director is Father William Weary, pas-
tor of Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in 
Lewistown and St. Jude Thaddeus Par-
ish in Mifflintown. 

“There certainly 
is a perception that 
the Catholic Church 
is against homo-
sexual people, but 
that’s not true. 
The Church loves 
everybody, and 
reaches out in love 
to those with same-
sex attraction. We 
do not push any-
body away,” Fa-
ther Weary told The 
Catholic Witness 
in a recent interview to promote the 
Courage Movement.

“We are always called to greater 
growth by Our Lord and Savior,” he 
said. “The people who come to Cour-
age are asking for help, for pastoral 
care. They want to lead the Church’s 
life of chastity.

“We are all called to chastity and to 
refrain from sexual activity outside of 
marriage – that is a challenge to all of 
us, homosexual and heterosexual,” he 
pointed out. “For those who are at-
tracted to the same sex, the Courage 
Movement offers group support.”

Courage
“Homosexuals, like everyone else, 

should not suffer from prejudice 
against basic human rights. They have 
a right to respect, friendship and jus-
tice. They should have an active role 
in the Christian community. Homosex-
ual activity, however, as distinguished 
from homosexual orientation, is mor-
ally wrong. Like heterosexual persons, 
homosexuals are called to give wit-
ness to chastity, avoiding, with God’s 
grace, behavior which is wrong for 
them as non-marital sexual relations 
are wrong for heterosexuals. Nonethe-

less, because heterosexuals can usu-
ally look forward to marriage, and 
homosexuals, while their orientation 
continues, might not, the Christian 
community should provide them with a 
special degree of pastoral understand-
ing and care.” (“To Live in Christ, 
National Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops, 1976.)

The Catholic Church teaches that 
marriage and family life is foundation-
al for society, and that marriage is, in 
God’s design, to be between one man 
and one woman for the expression of 
marital love and the procreation and 
education of children.

In Church teaching, having a homo-
sexual inclination is not sinful. Homo-

sexual acts, how-
ever, are immoral 
because they go 
against God’s de-
sign. The Courage 
Movement, there-
fore, exists to help 
people who are at-
tracted to the same 
sex to lead chaste 
lives.

The goals of 
Courage are read 
aloud at every 
meeting. They are:

• To live chaste lives in accordance 
with the Roman Catholic Church’s 
teaching on homosexuality.

• To dedicate our entire lives to 
Christ through service to others, spiri-
tual reading, prayer, meditation, in-
dividual spiritual direction, frequent 
attendance at Mass, and the frequent 
reception of the sacraments of Recon-
ciliation and the Holy Eucharist.

• To foster a spirit of fellowship in 
which we may share with one another 
our thoughts and experiences and so 
ensure that none of us has to face the 
problems of homosexuality alone.

• To be mindful of the truth that 
chaste friendships are not only pos-
sible but necessary in chaste Chris-
tian life – to encourage one another in 
forming and sustaining them.

• To live lives that may serve as good 
examples to others.

Courage meetings also include a pre-
sentation by a member on one of the 
goals, or on a DVD or book relative to 
the faith. Open discussion follows in a 
spirit of support and camaraderie.

“The fellowship aspect is extreme-
ly important for me. We all have one 
thing in common,” said “Paul,” a prac-

ticing Catholic in the Diocese of Har-
risburg. “Once you’ve been bruised 
seriously by sin, you need to develop 
perhaps a deeper devotion and prayer 
life, and have more frequent reception 
of the Eucharist to strengthen your-
self.”

Paul asked not to be identified by his 
real name because he doesn’t publicly 
discuss his struggles with same-sex 
attraction. For him, Courage offers 
a safe place to talk about issues and 
challenges. Some in the group have 
come out as homosexual, while others 
have not. 

“Everyone’s experience in the group 
is different, but we still embrace the 
Church’s teaching on marriage and 
chastity. We encourage each other in 
Christian fellowship, and often talk 
about loneliness, same-sex attraction, 
and support in living a chaste life.”

Paul was 13 years old when he be-
gan to have sexual encounters with a 
neighborhood boy the same age. Their 
encounters continued for six years.

“I didn’t consider myself homosex-
ual then, because in my neighborhood 
at that time, there wasn’t even a term 
for it,” he said.

In college, and during four years 
in the military, he fell away from the 
Church. Even into his early 20s, he 
considered homosexuality as a behav-
ior, not a lifestyle. 

He eventually returned to more reg-
ular practice of the faith, and in the 
late 1980s began to talk to priest con-
fessors about his struggles.

Then, he heard about the Courage 
Movement in the spring of 1990. A 
Courage conference was held that year 
at Rosemont College in suburban Phil-
adelphia, and Paul attended. He heard 
about it at the right time, he said.

“I see no contradiction between be-
ing Catholic and struggling with same-
sex attraction,” he said. “I know that 
the Church welcomes me, and I don’t 
argue on my behalf against Church 
teaching.”

“I remember asking a priest friend 
before I found Courage, ‘Where was 
the Church all these years of my life, 
from when I was 13?’ The priest said, 
‘It has always been here,’ and he’s 
right. It was just my own fear all along 
to go to it,” Paul said.

Encourage
The Encourage Movement was born 

from Courage for family members 

seeking ways to support loved ones 
with same-sex attraction.

“Encourage came out of the cogni-
zance that parents and family members 
are concerned about their loved ones 
– frequently parents of children who 
have come out,” Father Weary said. 
“These are good, Catholic families, 
and frequently the person with same-
sex attraction has left the Church be-
cause of the perception that it rejects 
them. The parents don’t know what to 
do or where to turn, and that’s where 
Encourage comes in.”

Encourage believes that family 
members can encourage their loved 
ones to live and grow as chaste Catho-
lics, with the support of the Church, 
family and friends.

Mary-Lynn Lavender’s child came 
out to her at the age of 17.

“I love all my children, and I needed 
a place where I could turn in order to 
provide the support my child needed,” 
she said.

She joined Encourage because of its 
basis in the Catholic Church.

“I was not willing to harden my heart 
towards my child, and I was not will-
ing to disassociate with my faith,” said 
Mrs. Lavender, a member of St. James 
Parish in Lititz.

Through the Encourage Movement, 
she finds welcoming men and women 
who are also supporting their loved 
ones in living chaste lives.

“Same-sex attraction is something 
I needed to come to terms with as a 
parent so that I could encourage my 
child,” Mrs. Lavender remarked. “And 
I appreciate that the Church says ‘a 
person with same-sex attraction,’ be-
cause that really is just a small part 
of who my child is. My child is much 
more than being gay.”

She advises parents to show uncon-
ditional love to their children as the 
first and best way to respond when 
they reveal that they are homosexual.

“Sometimes, I’ll hear someone say, 
‘Oh, did you hear that her child is gay? 
I’m so glad mine isn’t.’ Other times, 
people will approach me and start 
talking about their gay child because 
they’re seeking camaraderie,” Mrs. 
Lavender said. “Just open your arms 
and give your child a hug. A lot of 
people just need a loved one to say, ‘I 
love you.’ As a parent, don’t hold back 
your love.”

“You are loved by God. You are cre-
ated by God, and your destiny is Heav-
en. The Courage movement works to 
convey that love,” Father Weary tells 
those who are considering joining 
Courage. “We love you, God loves 
you, the Catholic Church loves you, 
and we want to help you get to Heav-
en. You will experience that love if you 
come to the Courage Movement.”

The Courage and Encourage move-
ments meet regularly in the Diocese of 
Harrisburg, under the spiritual direc-
tion of Father Weary. He can be reached 
at 717-242-2781 or frweary@sacred 
heartlewistown.com.

“I see no contradiction 
between being Catholic 

and struggling with  
same-sex attraction. I 
know that the Church  
welcomes me, and I 

don’t argue on my behalf 
against Church teaching.”

~ “Paul,” a member of Courage
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Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

The Witness Returns August 5
The Catholic Witness its taking its summer publication hiatus and will re-

sume bi-weekly publication with the August 7 edition. 
Stay in touch with news from the diocese by visiting its Web site, www.

hbgdiocese.org, by following its Facebook page at www.facebook.com/ 
DioceseofHarrisburg, and by connecting via Twitter at www.twitter.com/ 
HBGDiocese. If you’re planning a little travel this summer, you can find 
Mass times worldwide at www.masstimes.org.

Have you signed up yet to receive The Catholic Witness electronically? 
Through a free service, you can receive the paper via e-mail with a direct link 
to each edition as it is published. 

Sign up for the e-mail service by logging on to the diocesan Web site at 
www.hbgdiocese.org. Follow the News/Events tab to The Catholic Witness 
page and click on “Catholic Witness E-mail Sign Up.” Once you complete the 
form, you’ll be added to our e-mail list. 

Registration with the e-mail service will not automatically cancel your 
mailed subscription. If you prefer to receive the online version instead of a 
copy in the mail, contact our Circulation Coordinator, Susan Huntsberger, at 
shuntsberger@hbgdiocese.org or 717-657-4804, ext. 201, with your Witness 
account number, and your name, address and phone number. 

As always, if you’d like to promote an upcoming event, share stories 
of interest or otherwise get in touch with us, send an e-mail to witness@ 
hbgdiocese.org or call 717-657-4804. Our publication dates and submission 
guidelines for 2015 can be accessed on The Catholic Witness’ page at www.
hbgdiocese.org or e-mailed upon request.

Enjoy a safe and blessed summer, and look for our next edition on August 5.

Part-Time Position Available
Newman Club Coordinator for Catholic Campus Ministry

Messiah College in Grantham, PA

Help Catholic students live their Catholic faith.
Catholic Campus Ministry at Messiah College is seeking a Newman Club Coor-

dinator, a part-time, ten-month position for our Christ-centered Catholic Campus 
Ministry. Ten to 15 hours per week during the academic year. Responsibilities in-
clude: being present and accessible for students, faculty and staff; mentoring stu-
dents and developing strong student Catholic leaders; coordinating meetings and 
activities to help enrich students’ Catholic faith; acting as primary liaison with the 
local Catholic parish, the Catholic Diocese and the College Campus Ministries Of-
fice. We offer competitive salary. This position requires fully initiated active mem-
ber of the Catholic Church. Preferred candidates will have previous experience in 
youth/young adult ministry and a strong academic background in a related field. 

All interested applicants should submit a resume and cover letter by 
July 15, 2016 to: employment@hbgdiocese.org

• July 10 – Anniversary Mass for Couples Married 50 Years, Good Shep-
herd Church, Camp Hill, 2 p.m. 

• July 11 – Groundbreaking Ceremony, Misericordia Nursing & Rehabili-
tation Center, York, 10 a.m.; Celebrate Mass and Prioress Elections, Monas-
tery of the Dominican Nuns of the Perpetual Rosary, Lancaster, 1 p.m.

• July 12-13 – Speak at Confraternity of Catholic Clergy Annual Confer-
ence, Malvern Retreat House, Malvern, Pa.

• July 16 – Attend Worship Celebration for Bishop Robert L. Driesen, 
Messiah Lutheran Church, South Williamsport, Pa., 2 p.m.

• July 17 – Celebrate World Youth Day Send Off Mass, St. Patrick Ca-
thedral, Harrisburg, 12:15 p.m.; Rosary Rally for Student Athletes, Good 
Shepherd Church, Camp Hill, 6 p.m.

• July 19-20 – PCC Administrative Board Meeting, Cardinal Keeler Cen-
ter, Harrisburg.

• July 23-August 1 – World Youth Day, Poland.

Annual Pilgrimage to the National  
Shrine Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes

Mount St. Mary’s Emmitsburg, Maryland • Thursday, August 4

Started by Father Walter Sempko in 1987, the 29th Annual Pilgrimage for 
World Peace will take place on Thursday, August 4, at the National Shrine 
Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes.

The Day’s Schedule:
10 a.m. – Welcome (St. Mary’s Chapel on the Hill)
10:15-11:30 a.m. – Sacrament of Reconciliation
11:30 a.m. – Holy Rosary (Grotto, weather permitting)
12 p.m. – Holy Mass (Grotto, weather permitting)
Celebrant and Homilist: Bishop Edward C. Malesic of Greensburg
Concelebrants: Priests of the Dioceses of Harrisburg and Greensburg
1:15 p.m. – Lunch on your own (must bring your lunch)
2:15-2:45 p.m. – Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary and Prayer of  

Consecration (Grotto, weather permitting)
3- 4 p.m. – Holy Hour with the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Bishop Malesic 

homilist (St. Mary’s Chapel on the Hill) 
The day ends with the conclusion of the Holy Hour
All are welcome this day to join with Bishop Malesic to pray for peace 

through the conversion of hearts, and to receive God’s blessings through 
Mary, Mother of God, and Mother of the Church.

No need to register
Attendees must provide their own transportation, lunch and drinks

Full-Time Position
Systems Support Administrator

The Diocese of Harrisburg is seeking an energetic, customer service orient-
ed individual to join its IT Department and help us support external locations 
within 15 counties. This position will perform assessments, identify and/or 
implement technological solutions, manage vendors and provide ongoing sup-
port for the school/parish network, associated applications, infrastructure, and 
systems. As well as possessing excellent organizational and communication 
abilities to provide high quality service, the successful candidate will have a 
demonstrated ability to explain and teach end users computing concepts.

Experience 
This position requires four years’ experience with computer operations, net-

work communication systems or in a setting with high exposure to client and 
server hardware and/or network infrastructure. Individual must be familiar 
with a variety of IT concepts, hardware, and software applications. Experience 
in supporting IT in an education environment is beneficial. 

Education/Training 
This position requires analytical skills normally acquired through two years 

of post-secondary education in computer science or a related field, or equiva-
lent technical training in a computer-related field.  Only individuals with a 
clean driving record need apply.  

To apply, please send your cover letter and résumé  
to employment@hbgdiocese.org.

The full job description can be found at hbgdiocese.org - employment
Closing date: August 1, 2016

Diocesan Tribunal Seeks Assessors
The Tribunal of the Diocese of Harrisburg is seeking men and women who 

would like to be part of the Ministry of Assessor. Assessors assist the divorced 
who are seeking annulments from a previous marriage. Training is required, 
and candidates will meet for three hours on eight Saturday mornings begin-
ning in September. Applications are available through your pastor, or you may 
call the Tribunal to have one sent to you. The recommendation of your pastor 
will be required. For more information, please call 717-657-4804, ext. 307. 
Deadline for submitting applications is August 12.



Counsel the Doubtful
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC

Special to The Witness 

Several years ago, when I was a teacher at Bishop McDevitt High School and the 
chairperson of the Technology Committee, it became apparent that a new position at 
the diocesan level dealing with technology and schools was needed. 
During a meeting of the Technology Committee, the IT Director of 
the Diocese turned to me and said, “Sister, 
do you want a job?” I retorted, “Ah, got one 
already! I teach at McDevitt!”  

Several months later, I found myself 
knocking at the door at the office of a very 
wise Sister, trying to discern whether or not I 
was called to leave the classroom and begin 
working at the Diocesan Center. She knew 
and understood not only my heart but also 
my soul and how it worked. She still remains as a wisdom figure for 
me, even after her death several years ago.

After exchanging pleasantries, I told Sister Joanna about the new position that was 
offered to me. She looked away and then asked me, “Why do you fear? Jesus and His 
Mother are with you. His strength is given to you every day during the Eucharist. He 
showers His intimate love on you when you open yourself to His presence during 
prayer.” I stammered, “B-ut!” “Ah!” She continued. “You doubt!” She then began to 
hum and sing a song by Father Carey Landry, “‘Dance in the darkness, slow be the 
pace. Surrender to the rhythm of redeeming grace!’ Surrender! With every Eucharist, 
every morning and evening prayer and every breath you breathe.”

I could not help think of this story as I began to write about the third spiritual work 
of mercy:  Counsel the doubtful. What does this “work” mean? On a very high level, 
counsel assists an individual to make a decision. It is very closely connected to the 
virtue of prudence. According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church (1804) “Pru-
dence is the virtue that disposes practical reason to discern our true good in every 
circumstance and to choose the right means of achieving it … [Prudence] is right 
reason in action… it guides the other virtues by setting rule and measure.” Counsel 
is different than teaching, since instruction processes information and presents the 
perspective of an individual and gives it to another. Basically, with prudence as its 
partner, counsel seeks a decision that leads another toward personal holiness and to 
the heavenly life. 

In this “work” of mercy, there are two individuals: the counselor and the doubter. St. 
Paul writes about the counselor in this manner: You, however, continue in the things 
you have learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned 
them, and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to 
give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All 
Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
for training in righteousness ... (2 Tim 3:14-16) And again: “And as for you, speak 
the things which are fitting for sound doctrine. … In all things show yourself to be an 
example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified, sound in speech which is 
beyond reproach. (Titus 2:1, 7-8).  

So, as we age and live life, we begin to understand that our ministry is one of pres-
ence. Our prayer, our study and our life experiences are not only for our own sake, but 
for that of others as well. It is only when we become truly transparent and filled with 
the presence of God that we can become the vehicle of inspiration as we point to Him 
who created us in the first place.

But there is a second person involved in this “work” of mercy: the doubter. Doubt-
ing can be a powerful component for change and clarity. When you doubt about 
something, especially about the workings of God, look at it not as something that 
needs to be fixed or solved but rather as a moment of growth. When doubt rattles 
your mind and heart, reach out to others who possess, by your perception, what you 
personally doubt. We have been made for communion with others. By reaching out 
to one another, we no longer become isolated and insulated in the confusion of doubt. 
By doing this, we can easily learn that really we don’t walk alone!

What Sister Joanna sang to me still rings true: “Dance in the darkness, slow be the 
pace, surrender to the rhythm of redeeming grace.”

(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network Coordi-
nator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for Wives in the 
Diaconate Program. An educator for 29 years, she is responsible for Professional 
Development Programs for every age learner. Through her presentations, she chal-
lenges her audiences to be the individual God has called them to be.) 
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Summer Vacation:  
A Little Slice of Heaven

By Jim Gontis
Special to The Witness  

“Are we almost there, Dad? How much longer til we’re there, Mom?”
These oh-so-familiar words will be echoed millions of times this sum-

mer as families throughout our nation traverse these am-
ber waves of grain to destinations far and wide.  

Ah yes, summer vacation! We 
have saved for it, sacrificed for it, 
waited for it with anticipation. Our 
kids have circled the dates on the 
calendar and begun their respec-
tive countdowns months ago. We 
have packed for it, loaded our ve-
hicles to their stuffing point, got-
ten up early with bleary eyes, and 
swilled down several cups of heavily-leaded coffee. And 
now the time has arrived.

But why is it that this week or two means so much each year for those 
who are fortunate enough to go on this annual rite of summer? There are 
the obvious attractions. Depending on the kind of vacation, it might in-
volve the exploration of beautiful national parks with animals we’ve seen 
only on television or in zoos. Many head to the shore to frolic in waves, 
soak in some sun, build sandcastles, and smell the salty sea air. Some 
vacations involve Coleman stoves, pup tents, fishing pristine mountain 
streams while occasionally reeling in a colorful, speckled brook or cut-
throat trout, and the evening smell of hotdogs and marshmallows roasted 
over campfires.

Many of us experience the joy of seeing family and friends that we have 
not seen for many years, or at least since last year. We laugh, share stories, 
tell tall-tales, and sometimes reminisce about family members no longer 
with us. We have, perhaps, a bit more time to renew our bonds with our 
beloved spouse, to listen closely to the delightful squeals and banter of our 
children and to play catch with them or splash in the pool or lake or ocean 
with them.  

If we are lucky, it is also a time for our children to see and hear the gen-
tle, wise and knowing laughter of Grandma and Grandpa and to be spoiled 
by them a bit. Then we think, it was not so long ago when it was they, our 
parents, who were listening to our own childlike wonderment, persistent 
questions, and banter with our own brothers and sisters and cousins. The 
generations are joined. To quote the old familiar Gospel song, “Will the 
Circle Be Unbroken?”

What is it that we are seeking? Maybe it is a little foretaste, a small 
slice, of heaven. After all, aren’t we all looking for that which is transcen-
dent, yet ultimately simple? Besides everything else, heaven will be really 
enjoyable, dare I say fun? Yes, really fun and relaxing. After the general 
resurrection, all of those who have exited this life in the state of sanctify-
ing grace will be completely enjoying themselves, and completely com-
fortable in their own skin. These are things we get a taste of on vacation.

Let’s face it, much of this life involves being tethered to our responsi-
bilities, and, if we are honest, to the stresses, anxieties and, at times, the 
monotony of the work-a-day world. Before the Fall, Adam and Eve, our 
first human parents, certainly worked. They named the animals, cultivated 
the garden, etc., but it was pure joy and without toil. But after the Fall, we 
see in Genesis, Chapter 3, God said to Adam, “Cursed is the ground be-
cause of you! In toil shall you eat its yield all the days of your life.”

And yet, we know it was not originally so. God did not make man for 
work, He made work for man. So what we hope for with each vacation, 
what our spirits long for, is a little taste of that Eden-like paradise. Ulti-
mately, it is a longing for the vacation that never ends.

God’s grandeur comes home to us in a special way through nature on 
vacations. Whether looking up at the majestic snow-capped peaks of the 
Rocky Mountains, of sunrises over our favorite beach on the Atlantic, or 
a sunset over the Pacific, we feel lifted up. In the gentle peace of a morn-
ing in the Smoky Mountains of Tennessee or the Shenandoah Valley of 
Virginia, or simply the fresh, dewy, woodsy smell of our favorite camp-
ground, we have a sense of the serenity of God, which in turn makes us 
more serene. All these give but a small, fleeting glimpse of Him Who is 
Beauty itself. But it is not an unimportant glimpse. For in this glimpse, we 
become, perhaps, just a bit more disposed to His grace.

The picnics, the weddings, the neighborhood block parties and family 
reunions, with their attendant delicious tastes, inviting aromas, bonds of 
family and friendship, and joy and laughter are a precursor to the heavenly 
banquet. As we run the current race, vacations help us to look forward on 
our earthly pilgrimage to that land of eternal communion, joy, laughter and 
love with God, Our Lady and the saints, and to the great coming-home 
reunion with our loved ones.  

I hope you get some vacation time this summer. God bless you!
(Jim Gontis is the Director of the Diocesan Department for Religious 

Education.)
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Hurricane Agnes battered Pennsylvania in June of 
1972, causing flooding that spelled disaster for many 
in the keystone state. At the time, Agnes was the 
costliest hurricane to hit the United States.
With rainfall exceeding 10 inches in the central part 

of the state and 19 inches in the western portions 
of Schuylkill County, Agnes is listed as the wettest 
tropical cyclone on record for the state. More than 
100,000 people were forced to leave their homes, with 
nearly 44,000 structures destroyed or significantly 
damaged in both Pennsylvania and New Jersey.
As The Catholic Witness’ banner headline read in the 

June 29, 1972, edition, there was, amid disaster, “A 
Flood of Good Samaritanism.” Surely, the dreadful im-
ages of the recent flash floods in West Virginia have 
brought back memories of Agnes for those who experi-
enced the heartbreak and yet the subsequent humanity 
of the disaster.
Photos by Charlie Blahusch and an article by Judy 

Andrews kept readers informed of how churches and 
schools were faring, as phone lines were down and 
roads closed. They reported on the hundreds of evacu-
ees being housed or fed at Assisi Hall, on the vol-
unteers who staffed the relief kitchen at St. Francis 
in Harrisburg, on the teenagers who helped to clean 

mud from the streets, and on the neighboring parishes 
and schools that collected relief supplies for those 
who had lost everything.
The photo at top left shows the Susquehanna River 

washing over the west end of the Market Street bridge, 
with the Dauphin County Courthouse in the background. 
In the photo at top right, Anna DiMartile of Our 
Lady’s Parish in Harrisburg, stands at the church 
door, the parish parking lot and school bus submerged 
across the street. 
Bishop George Leech offered his prayers and sympathy 

to the victims, especially to those who lost loved 
ones or livelihoods because of the disaster.
“I am grateful to all our priests, sisters and peo-

ple who have in Christian charity given of them-
selves, their homes and their belongings to those who 
were evacuated…. The disaster actually brought us all 
closer to each other. I was deeply edified by people, 
young and old, whom I met and who expressed their 
genuine concern and their desire to be of assistance 
in any way possible,” he said.
“The cooperation of all was heartwarming to behold 

and undoubtedly prevented much greater personal trag-
edy,” Bishop Leech said. “God’s ways are strange to us 
but in His Providence He will provide for us.” 

Pat Vucetic, Saint Cecilia Parish, Lebanon

  Dough Ball Stew

Ingredients: 
Add your own seasonings

1 1/2 lbs hamburger
1 large can tomato sauce

1 can water
4-5 potatoes, diced

2 cans 2 cans refrigerated biscuits (tear in small pieces)

Directions: 
Brown hamburger and drain 

add other ingredients except the biscuits
cook potatoes until soft

add the biscuits and potatoes and simmer on medium for 15-20 minutes

I love to cook for my 
family and friends. I picked 
dough ball stew because my 
dear friend Candy would 
make this for me and my 
daughter on Sunday after-
noons, and when my daugh-
ter went away to college, this 
became her comfort food.

Send Us Your 
Recipes and Stories!

With our “Feeding the 
Faith” series, The Catholic 
Witness is looking to support 
family meal time by sharing 
family recipes in upcoming 
editions, as well as scripture 
and “food for thought.” Do 
you have a significant dish 
and memory to share with 
us? You may mail a copy of 
the recipe and your thoughts 
to 4800 Union Deposit Road, 
Harrisburg, PA 17111 or 
email it to witness@ 
hbgdiocese.org.

Witness History:
A Look Back at 50 Years of Photos
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“Quo Vadis Days makes discernment 
real,” he said. “When I first began to 
think about the priesthood, I had no 
idea where I was going, how this was 
going to work, what the process was 
like. I knew what seminaries were, of 
course, but I didn’t really know what 
life was like there, and at that point I 
hadn’t even met a seminarian.”

Quo Vadis Days revealed for him, 
as a retreatant, that seminarians and 
priests are normal men seeking to 
serve the Lord, and explained the path 
to priesthood.

“As a retreatant, knowing more 
about the process makes it less intimi-
dating,” Father Kuchinski observed. 

Father Steven Arena, parochial vicar 
at St. Joan of Arc Parish in Hershey, 
concurred.

“Quo Vadis Days was the first time 
that I was able to really enter into 
prayer more deeply, having daily Ado-
ration and hearing what the priesthood 
is really about,” he said. 

He first attended Quo Vadis Days in 
its second year, 2006, the summer after 
high school graduation. 

And at the time, he had already been 
accepted to Duquesne University.

“I really wasn’t certain what I 
should do. I was at the point in my 
life where I needed to make a deci-
sion about my life,” Father Arena 
said. “I had my own plans to go to 
Duquense University and a draw to 
the priesthood [that] kept pulling on 
me. So I thought, ‘Let’s go to Quo 
Vadis Days to figure things out.’ 
And it proved to be a time where 
God could pull me into the silence 
and quiet so that I could hear him a 
lot more clearly.”

Quo Vadis Days revealed to him 
the idea that Jesus Christ is the 
priest victim which priests are to 
emulate.

“When you hear of priests sacri-
ficing, that sounds pretty epic to a 
young man,” he said. “The priest-
hood became a lot more attractive 
to me, and as I was spending those 

Quo Vadis
Continued from 1

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness 

Bishop Ronald Gainer joined the young men at 
this year’s Quo Vadis Days discernment retreat on 
at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md., 
for a day, where he celebrated Holy Mass, led par-
ticipants in Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, and 
answered their questions during an informal Q&A 
session prior to lunch.

The young men asked the bishop about the death 
of St. Peter, how to bring your mind back to prayer 
when it wanders, how he knew when it was the right 
time to enter seminary, and whether he ever had any 
doubts about being a priest.

“If you look at a priest and you think, ‘I don’t 
think I could do that; that’s not me,’ remember that 
it took him eight or more years to get ‘that’ way, and 
then however many years he has been in ministry,” 
Bishop Gainer told them. “You’re not the finished 
product. Don’t look in the mirror and say, ‘I can’t be 
that,’ because that’s what formation is about. Those 
who are experienced and trained will help you de-
velop and grow to be not like Father so-and-so, but 
yourself as priest. To bring your uniqueness to the 
priesthood is what the Lord wants. Bring all of the 
gifts that you have, recognize your limitations, and 
allow God’s grace to nurture them so that you can 
be the unique priest that God might be calling you 
to be.”

Retreatants Enjoy Q&A with Bishop

Bishop Ronald Gainer chats with participants during a Question-and-Answer session.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Father Timothy Marcoe, pastor of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Abbottstown; newly-ordained Father John Kuchinski, 
parochial vicar at Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Middletown; and Father Brian Wayne, Interim Vocation 
Director for the Diocese of Harrisburg and Campus Minister at Millersville University, concelebrate Mass during Quo Vadis 
Days.

A young man spends time in prayer in the chapel at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in  
Emmitsburg, Md., during the Quo Vadis Days vocation discernment retreat. “Quo Vadis?” 
is Latin for, “Where are you going?”

days in Adoration, I felt it was 
where I needed to be, and that I 
should enter seminary.”

Of course, not all men are called 
to be priests. Others may be called 
to be husbands and fathers or to the 
single life. 

For those young men, the Quo 
Vadis Days retreat is just as valu-
able. 

Father Dubois recalled one par-
ticular experience when, as a semi-
narian, a retreatant asked to speak 
with him.

The young man expressed that he 
didn’t feel like he was being called 
to the priesthood, but rather to mar-
ried life, and wondered whether he 
should finish the week’s retreat.

“In a sense, he felt bad about not 

More QUO VADIS, page 7
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Bishop Ronald  
Gainer distributes 
Holy Communion 

to Quo Vadis Days 
retreat participants 

during Holy Mass in 
the chapel at Mount 

St. Mary’s Seminary in 
Emmitsburg, Md.

EMILY M. ALBERT,  
THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

being called to the priesthood and was 
wondering if he was wasting his time at 
Quo Vadis Days,” Father Dubois said. “I 
told him, ‘It’s a good thing if you feel 
called to the married life because we 
need good husbands and fathers. It’s 
good that you’re just open to God’s will 
in your life.’ 

Quo Vadis
Continued from 6

July 8th - 15th 
at  

7:00 p.m. 
 

(Sunday, July 10 at 5:30 p.m.) 

 JULY 8TH - 15TH  AT 7:00 P.M.  SUNDAY, JULY 10 AT 5:30 P.M. 

 PREACHED NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL  

 THE HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS   

 OFFERED BY REV. EDWARD CONNOLLY  

 SATURDAY, JULY 16TH AT 9:00 A.M. FEAST OF OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL

 SOLEMN PONTIFICAL MASS OFFERED BY  

 HIS EXCELLENCY, MOST REV. W. WALTERSHEID, D.D., S.T.L. 

HIGH SCHOOL
ATHLETES

Diocese of Harrisburg
2016 ROSARY RALLY

led by
Bishop Ronald Gainer

COACHES: BRING YOUR WHOLE TEAM!

PLAYERS: SHOW YOUR SCHOOL SPIRIT,
WEAR YOUR GAME JERSEY

SUNDAY, JULY 17, 2016 6:00 - 8:00PM
GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH
3435 EAST TRINDLE ROAD

Camp Hill, PA

Parents & Families Welcome!

“For the guys who come especially for 
the first time and have no idea what to 
expect, it’s especially important for us as 
seminarians and priests us to be patient, 
because you never know where they’re 
coming from with their own faith back-
ground,” he continued. “We need to help 
them discern where God is calling them, 
because, no matter where they go in life, 
we need them to live as holy men.”

Quo Vadis Days has maintained a rel-

atively similar program balanced with 
prayer, discussion and camaraderie over 
its 12 years, and there is a great gift to 
be found in that composition of activi-
ties and familiarity, Father Kuchinski 
pointed out.

“Sometimes you just need that one 
week once a year that Quo Vadis Days 
provides. It almost recharges the batter-
ies, it gives you strength again and a new 
zeal to continue discerning and trying to 

live a holy life,” he said.
“Over the years and being there as a 

seminarian, I’ve always been impressed 
by the genuine search that these young 
men have,” Father Kuchinski continued. 
“Some of them are even 14 and 15 years 
old. They have a sincere desire to be 
good Catholic men, a sincere desire to 
give the Lord everything, and they want 
to discern – and discern well – where 
God is calling them in life.” 
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The Missionary Childhood Association in the Diocese of Harrisburg
“Children Helping Children”

Children  
Helping Children –  

How It Works
The following story from the missions shows chil-

dren that their prayers and sacrifices really do help.
Sister Rose has run a Catholic school in the city of 

Vatomandry on the east coast of Madagascar for the 
past 12 years. During this time, she has seen count-
less children fall ill as a result of the lack of clean 
water. Some of her students even died from serious 
waterborne diseases. The dirty, smelly surround-
ings were a constant spreading ground for disease. 
Thankfully, Sister Rose has been able to build six 
water pumps and eight toilets at the school while 
providing essential hygiene and sanitation training 
for children and their families. 

“Before we had the water pumps, the area around 
the school was very dirty and stinky, especially dur-
ing the hot summer months. The children, including 
their clothes and their workbooks, were also dirty as 
they could not wash their hands after using the bath-
room and playing outside. Many students were fall-
ing sick all the time. Now I have seen great changes 
in the children. Being able to wash themselves and 
keep clean has increased their self confidence and 
eagerness to learn.”

Sister Rose does not only need help to provide 
physical water for the children of Madagascar, but 
also the Living Water gained through spiritual activ-
ities. Having dedicated her own life to spreading the 
Gospel, Sister knows the joy, hope, and love that her 
strong faith in Jesus Christ beings to her life. She 
wants to share it with others, especially the children. 
She needs Catholic religious education materials for 
the children, such as bibles, classroom posters, and 
catechism materials so that she can help to form the 
young ones in Christ’s name. 

Last year, members of the Missionary Childhood 
Association from around the world sacrificed so that 
$618,191 could be sent to help the children of Mad-
agascar. Schools, clinics, feeding programs, and day 
care centers received assistance. Many, like Sister 
Rose’s school, now provide clean water to their stu-
dents. 

(Story contributed by Mrs. Maureen Crowley Heil, 
MCA Coordinator, Archdiocese of Boston. Based on 
a project of Catholic Mission Australia.) 

MCA Mite Boxes 
Scripturally inspired by Jesus’ par-

able of the widow’s mite (Luke 
21:1-4), MCA mite boxes are de-
signed to encourage young people 
to give from their hearts. They are 
used for sacrificial giving during Ad-
vent, Lent or in Ordinary Time. Chil-
dren are encouraged to give up their 
favorite treat and put the cost into their 
box, or do extra chores around the house 
to earn the funds needed by missionaries to 
spread the Gospel to the world’s children. 

The World Mission Rosary, created by Archbishop 
Fulton Sheen in 1951, calls to mind the great needs of 
our mission family in each part of the world, as well as 
offering prayers for the missionaries who offer practical 
help and the hope and love of Our Lord.  

To date, generous volunteers from the diocese have 
made more than 12,000 World Mission Rosaries. Nearly 
9,000 have been distributed this year to children in our 
diocesan schools, religious education programs, home-
school families, and campus ministries; and more will 
be offered when the new school year begins. The Missions Office gives a heartfelt “thank 
you” to the volunteers who spent hours upon hours stringing and knotting these rosaries.  

Teachers and catechists, as they need more rosaries, may contact the Missions Office.

Children Pray for the Missions: The World Mission Rosary

St. Anne’s Prays 
for the Missions
On the Friday after World 

Mission Sunday in Octo-
ber, students from St. Anne 
School in Lancaster con-
ducted a living World Mis-
sion Rosary. All students 
in grades K-8 participated. 
The classes sat around the 
outside, while students in 
grades 2-7 represented the 
beads and eighth graders 
stood and prayed each bead. 
A person in the center with a candle moved around to each bead as the Rosary was prayed.

St. John the Baptist Contest 
Collects for Missions

St. John the Baptist School in New Free-
dom raised monies for the missions from a 
“decorate a pumpkin” contest, and students 
joined with leaders like Father Anthony Dill 
in counting the donations.

St. John Neumann 
Parish Prays Together

At St. John Neumann Parish’s Religious Education Program 
in Lancaster, all religious education students and catechists 
prayed the World Mission Rosary together on World Mission 
Sunday, with approximately 450 children in all five sessions. 

Schools and parishes come up with 
creative ways to raise donations. In Coal 
Township, twice a year students at Our 
Lady of Lourdes Elementary School save 
their coins in MCA mite boxes. At the end 
of the sacrificial period, the school con-
ducts a “Mission March.” In the morning, 
sixth grade students, dressed in biblical 
robes, ring a mission bell. Children from all 
the classes line up in the hallway with their 
mite boxes. As the march begins, a student 
carrying a crucifix leads a procession while 
another plays inspirational music. There 
are five barrels on a cart, and other students 
help to collect and empty the boxes.

The school has conducted this activity for 
the past two years. A representative from 
the school says, “Each Mission March is 
a huge success thanks to the generous do-
nations from the Lourdes family. The stu-
dents are truly learning the lesson Jesus 
taught us by making sacrifices, showing 
compassion, sharing the joy of giving, and 
helping others through His love.” 

Our Lady of  
Lourdes School Turns  
out for the Missions

PONTIFICAL ASSOCIATION OF THE HOLY CHILDHOOD OF CANADA



The Missionary Childhood Association in the Diocese of Harrisburg
The Missionary Childhood Association is one of the Pope’s Mission Societies that gar-

ners basic support for more than 1,111 mission territories around the world. MCA produces mission 
education programs designed to encourage an awareness of our missionary vocation, prayer, and 
sacrifice for the missions. It is through the MCA that “children help children” in mission lands and 
give witness to the power of the Gospel. Many lives are touched and changed by the active charity 
and tremendous generosity of America’s students.  

Can a child be a missionary? Yes! Children are sensitive to the needs of other children and ques-
tion why children of the same age in other countries do not have the basic necessities: shelter, sani-
tation, water, food, clothing, school books and love. Children have big hearts that see where there 
is need and show the desire to act accordingly. Children have generous spirits, are willing to share, 
and are able to overcome the prejudices of culture, race or religion.

For more information on the work  
of the Missionary Childhood Association, or to  

request MCA materials, please contact 
The Missions Office, Diocese of Harrisburg

4800 Union Deposit Road
Harrisburg PA 17111-3710

(717) 657-4804, ext. 240
missions@hbgdiocese.org
www.hbgdiocese.org/MCA

Diocesan Director: Reverend Robert F. Sharman

Thank you!
In the previous school year, schools and religious edu-

cation programs in the Diocese of Harrisburg raised more 
than $53,000 for children in the missions. (Numbers for 
the school year just completed are still being tabulated.)

Congratulations to our students for their goodness to 
children in mission lands!

SCHOOLS: 

Holy Family Consolidated School, Berwick
St. Columba School, Bloomsburg
Good Shepherd School, Camp Hill
Trinity High School, Camp Hill
St. Patrick School, Carlisle 
Corpus Christi School, Chambersburg
Our Lady of Lourdes Elementary School, Coal Township
Our Lady of the Angels School, Columbia
St. Joseph School, Dallastown
St. Joseph School, Danville
Our Mother of Perpetual Help School, Ephrata
St. Francis Xavier School, Gettysburg
Sacred Heart of Jesus School, Hanover
St. Joseph School, Hanover
Bishop McDevitt High School, Harrisburg
Holy Name of Jesus School, Harrisburg
St. Catherine Labouré School, Harrisburg
Harrisburg Catholic Elementary School
St. Margaret Mary School, Harrisburg
St. Joan of Arc School Hershey
Resurrection School, Lancaster
Sacred Heart of Jesus School, Lancaster
St. Anne School, Lancaster
Delone Catholic High School, McSherrystown
Lebanon Catholic Elementary School
Lebanon Catholic High School
Sacred Heart of Jesus School, Lewistown
St. Joseph School, Mechanicsburg
Seven Sorrows BVM School, Middletown
St. Theresa School, New Cumberland
St. John the Baptist School, New Freedom
Immaculate Conception School, New Oxford
St. Rose of Lima School, Thomasville
St. Andrew School, Waynesboro
St. Joseph School, York
St. Patrick School, York
York Catholic High School

PARISH RELIGIOUS  
EDUCATION PROGRAMS:

Christ the King Mission, Benton
St. Joseph Parish, Berwick
Our Lady of Hope Parish, Coal Township
Our Lady of Refuge Mission, Chambersburg
Holy Trinity Parish, Columbia
St. Peter Parish, Columbia
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Cornwall
St. Joseph Parish, Danville
St. Joseph Parish, Hanover
St. Vincent de Paul Parish, Hanover
Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick, Harrisburg
St. Catherine Labouré Parish, Harrisburg
Holy Angels Parish, Kulpmont
St. Joseph Parish, Lancaster
St. John Neumann Parish, Lancaster
St. Aloysius Parish, Littlestown
Our Lady Help of Christians Parish, Lykens
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, Mechanicsburg 
Seven Sorrows BVM Parish, Middletown
Annunciation BVM Parish, McSherrystown
Mary, Mother of the Church Parish, Mount Joy
St. Bernard Parish, New Bloomfield
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, New Holland
Holy Spirit Parish, Palmyra
Prince of Peace Parish, Steelton
St. Monica Parish, Sunbury
St. Patrick Parish, York
St. Rose of Lima Parish, York

Lentocha Award
Presented annually at the Diocesan Education 

Conference, the Monsignor George V. Lentocha 
Award acknowledges a school whose students 
have demonstrated exceptional mission awareness 
and Christian concern for children in developing 
countries of the world. This past September, the 
award was given by Bishop Ronald Gainer and 
Diocesan Director Reverend Robert F. Sharman to 
Sacred Heart of Jesus School in Lewistown.

Shippensburg Distributes  
Rosaries to College Students

World Mission Rosaries also found their way to 
college campuses. As a tie-in to an Earth Day event, 
Shippensburg University’s Catholic Campus Min-
istry made Rosaries available to college students. 

Annual MCA Christmas Artwork Contest Winner
Morgan Ney, from 

Sacred Heart of Jesus 
School in Lancaster, was 
one of 24 winners out 
of thousands of entries 
nationally and received 
an award from Father 
Andrew Small, the 
national director of the 
Pontifical Missions Soci-
eties, in December 2015. 
Her artwork was dis-
played over the Advent/
Christmas season in the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C. Watch for two more winners from 
our diocese who will enjoy the same recognition this coming Christmas!

Candygrams for MCA
Students at St. Francis Xavier School in Gettys-

burg delivered Candygrams to the classrooms for 
Valentine’s Day. Donations went to the Missionary 
Childhood Association. The school also featured a 
World Mission Rosary bulletin board.
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Golden Apple Teachers
Now in its 11th year in the Diocese of Harrisburg, the annual Golden Apple Awards are presented to Catholic school educators who demonstrate 

professional excellence, leadership, commitment to Catholic values and devotion to teaching.
The Catholic Witness concludes its features of this year’s award recipients in the schools in which they teach, combined with portions of the essay 

they wrote as part of their nomination.
Find out more about Catholic school education in the Diocese of Harrisburg at: www.hbgdiocese.org/catholic-schools/

Computer Technology  
and Physical  

Education Teacher
St. Joan of Arc School, 

Hershey

“Pope Francis’ words, ‘Educating 
is an act of love; it is like giving life’ 
well describes my experience teaching 
in Catholic schools. Christ, the source 
of all love and life, is the model which 
permeates the Catholic school com-
munity. School leadership works dili-
gently to create and support an envi-
ronment rich in faith, liturgy, prayer, 
service, love, respect, mercy, innova-
tion and high academic standards. 
Teaching, collaborating and serving in 
this environment is a joy and a privi-
lege.

Catholic schools recognize, respect 
and value each individual as a pre-
cious, unique child of God. It is in this 
faith community that I have seen stu-
dents’ talents and gifts bloom. Many 
teachable and rewarding experiences 
I have worked to facilitate would only 
happen in the unique environment of 
a Catholic school.

Middle School Math Teacher
Harrisburg Catholic Elementary School

“Teaching for me is a way of life. You can’t separate the teacher from the indi-
vidual. I am Christ’s representative in the classroom, on the playground, in the 
lunchroom, or on bus duty. There are days you need to dig deep into your soul 
and come up with the best solution for that given moment. Patience, tolerance, 
forgiveness, love, enthusiasm and a sense of humor are necessary in this profes-

sion. They need to see you are human, and you can make mistakes. You need 
to be willing to forgive and ask for their forgiveness when the need arises – and 
there are times that it occurs. …

 I enjoy what I do and I like the freedom of being who I am. I always tell my 
students that if I am teaching a concept in Religion, rest assured I am practicing 
it in my life. Teaching and living go hand in hand – you can’t turn it off when 
you walk out of the classroom at the end of the day. Several years ago, one of my 
students asked me what do I say when I come here – do I say I’m going to work? 
No, I say I’m going to school!”

Helen Remington

Maureen Mahnken
EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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COURTESY OF NATE GULYA, SACRED HEART PARISH, LEWISBURG
Father Junior Destilus, center, pastor of Immaculate 
Conception Parish in LaLouere, Haiti, recently visited 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Lewisburg – Immac-
ulate Conception’s sister parish. He is pictured with 
St. George Mission parishioner Debbie Gillott, who 
served as his translator, and Maria Henry, Director of 
Sacred Heart’s Sister Parish Committee. 

By Nate Gulya
Special to The Witness

After discussing, for a number of years, how our parish 
of Sacred Heart of Jesus in Lewisburg might best reach 
out to our brothers and sisters in need, the Parish Pastoral 
Council decided to establish a partnership with a parish 
in Haiti. From that decision, a Sister Parish Committee 
was formed and the two parishes – Sacred Heart Par-
ish in Lewisburg and Immaculate Conception Parish in 
LaLouere, Haiti – formed a partnership in July of 2015.

A delegation visited our sister parish last January, and 
received a warm welcome and was touched by the impor-
tance the people of the Immaculate Conception placed on 
the friendship that was being formed. While on the visit in 
January, the committee was also struck by the needs of the 
parish and the children. Their faith and living a joyful life 
despite a difficult condition was inspiring to us.

LaLouere is located in a mountainous region and is an 
area without electricity or clean water. The population re-
lies on agriculture for its economy. Unfortunately, due to 
extremes in weather conditions, periods of dry spells or 
intense rain, many crops are lost. The economy, as a re-
sult, is weak.   

Immaculate Conception began as a mission church, but 
was made a parish on December 8, 2012. There are two 
mission churches associated with Immaculate Concep-
tion. As pastor, Father Junior Destilus’ passion is bringing 
the Catholic faith to children and providing an opportu-
nity for their education. When he began at Immaculate 
Conception, there were no children attending. He began 
a school, which now has 92 students, ages 3 through 7, in 
four classrooms. Two classes are held in the church, while 
two are held in outdoor classrooms. The rectory thus far 
consists of a foundation built by parishioners by hand 
carrying stone from a nearby stream up to the church. A 
well was begun, but not completed. Both projects are in-
complete due to lack of funds. The church is also without 
electricity. 

Despite the crude outline of the church and school, pa-
rishioners travel by foot to 6:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday, 
some walking an hour and half. Children come to school 

Sacred Heart in Lewisburg Solidifies  
Relationship with Sister Parish in Haiti

COURTESY OF LISA MADDUX, ST. PATRICK SCHOOL
Toni Creason, shown teaching in the classroom she’s 
called home for 27 years, retired from St. Patrick School 
in Carlisle at the conclusion of this school year.

By Lisa Maddux
Special to The Witness

After 27 years of teaching second grade at St. Patrick 
School in Carlisle – all in the same room, no less – Toni 
Creason retired at the end of this school year.

Although she’ll miss the students, faculty and staff, 
Creason said she’s ready to take things on at a slower 
pace. After a lifetime of teaching, that seems only fair. 

Creason grew up in Omaha, Neb., where she attended 
Catholic schools and then Creighton University.

From an early age, it was clear to others that teaching 
might be in Creason’s future.

“I was the kid that the teachers asked to take the other 
kids out in the hall [and work with them],” she said. “I 
was a mini teacher’s aide. They threw me out into the 
hallway and they turned me into a teacher.”

Creason started her teaching career at a country day 
school in Nebraska and had a variety of jobs while her 
husband John was in the Air Force, including teaching 
for the Department of Defense School System while sta-
tioned in Turkey and England. It was a Catholic school in California that cemented Crea-
son’s desire to teach where the spiritual was valued as much as the intellectual.

“A light bulb went on and I said ‘This is where I need to be,’” she said.
Creason said her favorite thing about teaching second grade is that the children come 

in with concrete thinking and leave with the ability to manage the abstract. Coming 
from first grade, students are very literal and have a good base in a lot of things. Creason 
finds second grade to be the time when teachers can really help them “fill in the holes.”

Creason also loves the process of preparing and guiding children through the sacra-
ments of Reconciliation and First Communion. She said it’s an honor to be the one who 
helps them understand what it means to be welcomed and forgiven by God, despite 
their sins.

Mary Pat Grushow has been the other second-grade teacher at St. Patrick for the last 
seven years and has known Creason since she taught Grushow’s oldest son 18 years 
ago. 

“All five of my children were in her class and loved having her in second grade,” 
Grushow said. “She has a true passion for teaching and love of children.  Her enthusi-
asm for what she is teaching is contagious, no matter the subject.”

Grushow said Creason was a big help when she started teaching at St. Patrick and has 
been a true inspiration to the end.

“She sees the best in everyone and wants to lift them up so they can reach their great-
est potential,” Grushow said. “She does this with her students and her fellow teachers, 
especially me.” 

Creason said she has always been upfront with her students – she tells them when 
they’re really going to like a lesson and when they’re probably going to struggle. She 

said children respond well when they have clear expec-
tations and consistent follow through.

“They learn that when I say something, I mean it,” she 
said. “Kids love limits.”

“There’s no way to get bored when you teach chil-
dren,” Creason said, adding that she feels there’s no stu-
dent beyond reach. “If the student really understands that 
the teacher is on their side...and cares about them...then 
eventually they’ll come around.”

St. Patrick School Principal Ricman Fly said Creason 
leads by example.

“Mrs. Creason is one of the spiritual leaders of this 
school,” Fly said. “For example, she was on a sabbati-
cal a couple of years ago to help with a grandchild. Her 
absence was notable, especially her spiritual presence. 
Her approach to life, students – in fact everything – is 
faith-based.

“She knows she is walking this journey with Jesus, and 
that reassurance influences how she approaches life,” Fly 
said. “That faith permeates the staff – Toni is holy and we 
all know it.”

Trinity Kane just finished her first year teaching first grade at St. Patrick, but Creason 
was already a familiar face to her – Creason was Kane’s second grade teacher. 

“It’s hard to think back all the way to second grade, but when you have a teacher like 
Mrs. Creason, it makes it a little easier,” Kane said. “In fact, what amazes me is how little 
I remember, but Mrs. Creason can tell you exactly where I sat when I had her.”

“The fact that I am now working as one of Mrs. Creason’s colleagues amazes me,” 
Kane said. “She inspired me in my faith as a student, but continues to inspire me in my 
faith as a teacher.”

Kane said Creason once told her that the decision to be a Catholic school teacher was 
not just a job choice, but a calling and a vocation.

“She has the strongest faith of anyone I know and I strive to be as close to God as she 
is,” Kane said.

Creason won’t be a stranger to St. Patrick School, even in retirement. She said it’s 
likely she’ll volunteer at lunch duty some days. She also hopes to continue tutoring 
children in reading after school, something she’s done for years without compensation. 

Creason doesn’t want to make a clean break from the school, but just take things at a 
little more relaxed pace and maybe enjoy her four grown children and nine grandchil-
dren. 

The thing she will miss most, of course, is the students – and the reward of seeing a 
student who finally “gets it.”

“That ‘aha’ moment – when they get it – that’s what you live for,” Creason said. “Oth-
erwise you wouldn’t do this.”

(Lisa Maddux is the Development Director at St. Patrick School in Carlisle.)

Veteran Second-Grade Teacher at St. Patrick  
School in Carlisle Retires after 27 Years

pristinely and proudly dressed in their uniforms. They are 
taught by one of two teachers, who are paid $25 to $50 per 
month based on their certification level. Parents who can 
pay, contribute $2 per week per child to attend school. It 
is Father Junior’s hope and dream to build a rectory with a 
kitchen so that he may feed the children. A rectory would 
also allow him to live closer to his parishioners, as he now 
has a three mile walk to reach Immaculate Conception. 
Father Junior is also determined to add one classroom 
grade per year.

Msgr. William Richardson, pastor of Sacred Heart Par-
ish invited Father Junior to visit, and he spent the week of 
May 20 this visiting Sacred Heart. A wonderful outpour-
ing of love and support was manifested by the numbers 

of our parish and the community at large to Father Junior. 
Msgr. Richardson is very proud of the enthusiasm of our 
parishioners in this endeavor.

As a member of Sacred Heart Parish said, “Our partner-
ship to Haiti helped open our eyes to the awful poverty in 
Haiti and the way we can help.”

Parishioners of Sacred Heart were blessed to have Fa-
ther Junior visit. His warm, engaging smile communicat-
ed much despite a language difference. Debbie Gillot of 
St. George Mission served as a translator from French to 
English. Multiple small gatherings were planned for par-
ish members to get to know Father Junior, and the week 
culminated with a parish social at Sacred Heart.  

Father Junior visited the Lewisburg area, including 
Bucknell University and the Basilica of Sts. Cyril and 
Methodius in Danville. Father Junior also visited St. Jo-
seph Parish in Milton to meet with Father John Hoke, pas-
tor, who had spent time in Haiti in the 1980s and was able 
to compare notes with Father Junior.

Sacred Heart and St. George were gifted with hav-
ing made a human connection with a place far away. It 
brought home the idea that, no matter how far, what lan-
guage we speak, we are all brothers and sisters in Christ.

Gifts were exchanged between the partner parishes. 
Sacred Heart Parish presented Father Junior on behalf 
of Immaculate Conception with a check to complete the 
drilling of a well and to add a classroom. The Knights of 
Columbus and the Council of Catholic Women also gave 
formal gifts. A gift from Father Junior’s Immaculate Con-
ception Parish members – a hand-stitched cloth for the 
altar – was received by our Pastoral Council member.

Another contingent from Sacred Heart will travel to 
Haiti in December, during the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, at the invitation of Father Junior and his Par-
ish Council.  

More information about the Partnership Parishes can be 
found on the parish website at http://www.sacredheartof 
jesus.org/ or by contacting Maria Henry, the Director of 
Sister Parish Ministry, at rmah215@gmail.com or 570-
523-9153.

(Nate Gulya is the Director of Family Ministries at Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus Parish in Lewisburg.) 
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By Kurt Jensen 
Catholic News Service

Just after 10 a.m. East Coast time June 27 in Washing-
ton, Kristan Hawkins, director of Students for Life, made 
an announcement to her small rally in front of the Su-
preme Court:

“Women across America just lost!”
Her comments followed the high court issuing its 5-3 

decision in Whole Woman’s Health v. Hellerstedt. The 
court struck down restrictions on Texas abortion clinics 
that required them to comply with standards of ambula-
tory surgical centers and required their doctors to have 
admitting privileges at local hospitals.

The case challenged a 2013 state law, H.B. 2, placing 
the requirements on the state’s abortion clinics. Opponents 
of the law claimed the requirements were aimed at closing 
abortion clinics. But the state and many pro-life advocates 
maintained that the law protected women’s health.

Justice Stephen G. Breyer wrote the majority opinion, 
joined by Justices Anthony M. Kennedy, Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, Sonia Sotomayor and Elena Kagan. The same 
five had issued an earlier ruling allowing abortion clinics 
in Texas to remain operational until a final decision was 
handed down in the case.

The ruling was met with a sense of resignation by the 
few who were able to make speeches to barely 100 at 
Hawkins’ pro-life rally before being drowned out by the 
adjacent rally. Numbering more than 2,000 in support of 
legal abortion, that group celebrated the decision as its 
loudspeakers blared Queen’s “We Are the Champions.”

“Reasonable people know that Texas law H.B. 2 was in 
the best interest of women’s health,” said Jeanne Mancini, 
president of March for Life.

“Today, women and women’’ health are the real los-
ers. Because of this decision today, beauty parlors, public 
pools and veterinary clinics will have high health stan-
dards than abortion clinics.”

CNS/KEVIN LAMARQUE, EPA
A pro-life supporter stands outside the U.S. Supreme 
Court June 27 during protests in Washington. In a 5-3 
vote that day, the U.S. Supreme Court struck down 
restrictions on Texas abortion clinics that required 
them to comply with standards of ambulatory surgical 
centers and required their doctors to have admitting 
privileges at local hospitals. 

With Decision on Texas Law,  
Women across U.S. ‘Just Lost,’ Says Pro-Lifer

By Colleen Rowan 
Catholic News Service

Bishop Michael J. Bransfield of Wheel-
ing-Charleston asked for prayers for those 
affected by the devastating floods in West 
Virginia that have left 26 people dead, in-
cluding a 4-year-old and an 8-year-old.

As of June 27, almost 500,000 were 
without power and 44 counties were under 
a state of emergency.

“We pray for those affected by this natu-
ral disaster, including those who have lost 
their homes and livelihoods; those who do 
not have electricity, food or clean water 
and, most importantly, for those who are 
injured and have lost loved ones,” Bishop 
Bransfield said. “Let us prayerfully re-
member those who died.”

“As floodwaters rise and recede, I ask 
you to please join me in praying for the 
protection of the brave men and women 
who are working to bring relief to our 
neighbors,” the bishop added.

Damage from the flooding was wide-
spread, with the southeastern region of the 
state being hit the hardest. Walls of water 
came crashing into towns and small com-
munities leaving ruin and heartbreak in 
their wake.

“It’s pretty devastating,” said Father 
Chapin Engler, pastor of St. Charles Bor-
romeo Parish in White Sulphur Springs. 
“It was the most significant rain event 
I’ve ever experienced. ... The main water-
way that goes through the valley of White 
Sulphur completely flooded its banks and 
took with it many houses.”

Storms brought 10 inches of rain in 
just four hours in White Sulphur Springs. 
A home ripped off its foundation and en-
gulfed in flames floated down Howard’s 
Creek. There were many rescues of people 
in the area trapped by flood waters, Father 
Engler said, and residents took shelter at 
the former White Sulphur High School 
building in town.

At the Greenbrier Resort located across 

Flooding Devastates West Virginia,  
Leaves Residents without Electricity, Food or Water

CNS/WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION HANDOUT VIA REUTERS 
Emergency crews take out boats on a flooded I-79 June 24 after flooding in 
Kanawha, W.Va. The floods have killed at least 26 people, including a 4-year-old 
and an 8-year-old. As of June 27, almost 500,000 people were without power and 
44 counties were under a state of emergency.

Said Hawkins, “It is within the rights of the states, in-
deed, it is the duties of the states, to protects its citizens 
from predatory businesses, which is exactly what the 
abortion industry is.”

“What we’ve seen today is another win for special inter-
ests in Washington, D.C.” said Genevieve Wood, a com-
munications fellow at the Heritage Foundation. “Women 
did not win – the abortion industry did.”

During a teleconference with news media after the de-
cision was handed down, Father Frank Pavone, national 
director of Priests for Life, said the court “has basically 
sanctioned patient abandonment today.”

The decision “is true to the abortion industry and to 

their friends in government” and show “they care more 
about their own industry than the women they claim to 
be serving,” the priest said. “They are not serving women 
because there is no such thing as an abortion that does 
not harm the women who have it. Abortion does not harm 
women some of the time – it harms them all of the time.”

Also on the call was Rep. Jodie Laubenburg, the Texas 
lawmaker who wrote and introduced H.B. 2 in the Texas 
Legislature and helped it get passed.

She called it “a bad day for women and a sad day for 
our nation.”

“Women deserve the same standard of care at these 
abortion clinics as they would receive at a medical facil-
ity,” she said. “Obviously the politics of abortion super-
sedes the health and safety of women and that’s what we 
were fighting for in H.B. 2 – for the health and safety of 
women. I’m disappointed, but we are not defeated be-
cause we are going to keep working to protect women.”

Carol Everett, founder of the Heidi Group and a former 
abortion provider, spearheaded the inclusion of the law’s 
requirement that abortion clinics comply with standards 
of ambulatory surgical centers.

“This is an industry that will now be allowed to open 
substandard facilities all through the nation.

“Women will be preyed on and injured,” said Ever-
ett, whose nonprofit organization counsels post-abortive 
women and men and works with a nationwide network of 
pregnancy centers.

“Our responsibility is to help these women make good 
choices. Obviously we would help them choose life, but if 
they are going to walk to the door of an abortion clinic, we 
want them to have the highest standard of care available,” 
she added. “The pro-life movement once again has been 
the one to stand at the front line standing there to protect 
the health of women.”

(Contributing to this story was Ana Franco-Guzman.)

the street from the church, Father Engler 
said, there was “a raging river through the 
golf course.”

In Richwood, 7 inches of rain fell in 
just three hours. Flash flooding caused the 
Cherry River to overflow its banks, dev-
astating the small town of roughly 2,000 
residents. “It’s horrible,” Father Quy Ngoc 
Dang said, surveying the damage in the 
town the day after the flood. A priest of the 
Society of the Divine Word, he is adminis-
trator of Holy Family Parish in Richwood.

“The water is receding, but the damage 
is severe,” he told The Catholic Spirit, 
newspaper of the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston.

Unable to reach his parishioners by 
phone because of power outages that 
morning, Father Dang was preparing to 

check on them at their homes. He asked 
for prayers for residents of the area, espe-
cially for the poor.

On the morning of June 24, officials 
found the body of 4-year-old Edward Mc-
Million, who was reported missing after 
flood waters were rising in Ravenswood 
the night before. Eight-year-old Emanual 
Williams died after falling into Big Wheel-
ing Creek in Wheeling June 23. A total of 
26 across the state were killed in the flood-
ing.

Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of Louis-
ville, Kentucky, who is president of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, told 
the people of the statewide diocese that the 
U.S. Catholic Church “stands ready as a 
field hospital to help bind the spiritual and 
material wounds” of all those affected by 

the flooding.
“Once again, the suffering of so many 

calls us closer to the cross of Christ,” he 
said in a June 27 letter to Bishop Brans-
field, noting the “hundreds of homes and 
businesses impacted by the recent flood-
ing” and entire communities that “have 
seen their way of life disrupted or de-
stroyed.”

He said he entrusted those who have 
died to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
and prayed “all those affected will find 
strength for the recovery.”

“Amid the widespread pain we wit-
nessed after the violence in Orlando [Flor-
ida] and, now, the natural disaster in West 
Virginia, we also see how such events can 
draw us closer together as brothers and 
sisters in need of each other’s assistance,” 
Archbishop Kurtz said. “Let us praise God 
for the generosity shown in response to all 
of this suffering.”

On June 26, Bishop Bransfield celebrat-
ed Mass at the Cathedral of St. Joseph in 
Wheeling to pray for the victims of the 
flooding. “We are confronted with great 
suffering in West Virginia,” he said in his 
homily, speaking of those who died, their 
families and the countless who have lost 
their homes and had their communities 
reduced to ruins. “Our prayers are with 
them. ... We will do as much as we can for 
them.”

Catholic Charities West Virginia was 
working with Voluntary Organizations Ac-
tive in Disaster and state and local govern-
ment to prepare for long-term recovery in 
the communities hardest hit by flooding. 
Catholic Charities was accepting dona-
tions to its Disaster Services fund at http://
catholiccharitieswv.org.

In his letter, Archbishop Kurtz thanked 
Bishop Bransfield “for the healing wit-
ness being offered by the church in West 
Virginia” and urged all U.S. Catholics to 
support “the life-saving work of Catholic 
Charities wherever tragedies may strike.”
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Parish Festivals
(See a listing of parish festivals also at www.hbgdiocese.org. Parish festival 

information can be submitted via e-mail to communications@hbgdiocese.org for 
publication.)

Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Middletown will host its 14th annual commu-
nity festival from July 7, 8 and 9 from 6-10 p.m. at 360 East Water Street, Middletown. Festivities include 
games of fun, skill and chance for kids and adults, car show July 7 at 5p.m., bingo, great food, flea 
market, home-cooked delicious dinners will be served in the cafeteria from 5-8 p.m. Pierogies, haluski, 
halupki, stuffed shells, spaghetti and meatballs, chicken parmesan will join the traditional cheese steak 
& meatball subs, fish and pulled pork sandwiches.  Chicken corn soup, Latke, vegetable and mashed 
potato side dishes are also available. Chocolate cake with peanut butter icing, coconut cream, Key lime 
pies round out the selections available. A basket raffle and cash raffle will have drawings on Saturday 
night, with several $500 prizes. DJ Dan Steele will be spinning some of your favorite tunes on Thursday 
night, Rita Angelucci from Class Act will be with us on Friday, live music by “Heaven Help Us” will be 
entertaining us on Saturday.

The Annual Family Picnic of Our Lady of Mercy Church in Slabtown (near Ideal Park) will be 
held on the church grounds Friday, August 5 from 6-11 p.m. and Saturday, August 6 from 6-11 p.m. Two 
popular bands will play throughout the picnic: “Kartune” (classic rock band), Friday evening. “The ‘60’s 
Boys” (with some former Mudflap members), Saturday evening. There will be delicious food, games, fine 
music and dancing. Come early and stay late.

Join us for our Annual Buchanan Valley Picnic, on Saturday, August 27 from noon until dusk, rain 
or shine. Homecooked Family-Style Ham and Chicken dinners will be served all day. Price is $10 for 
adults; $4 for children ages 6 to 12; and ages 5 and under are free. To be held at the picnic grove at the 
St. Ignatius Loyola Church at 1095 Church Road, Orrtanna, the picnic has been a tradition for over 175 
years. Nestled in the quaint and beautiful hills of Buchanan Valley, historically known for the capture of 
Mary Jemison in 1758 by the Indians, it is an old-fashioned picnic with games for the children, bingo, 
music, and good food. For more information, contact St. Ignatius Loyola Church at 717-677-8012.

St. Patrick Parish, Trevorton, will hold its 19th annual summer festival on Friday and Saturday, 
August 12 & 13 from 5 to 10 p.m. nightly. Free live music, delicious ethnic foods, variety of games for 
young & not so young, basket tent, cake and treats raffle, money raffles and of course lots of fun and 
friendship.   

Sacred Heart of Jesus in Cornwall summer festival will run July 7 through July 9 from 5-10:30 
p.m. Dinners start at 4 p.m. and run until 7 p.m. Thursday is Spaghetti Dinner, Friday is Fish Fry Dinner 
and Saturday is Southern-Style Pork Dinner. The Bands are Thursday, July 7 Quick Draw, Friday, July 8 
Bryan Stevenson and Red Beard Soul, and July 9, Galbraith, Briody and Friends. The festival includes a 
Beer Garden, funnel cakes, baked goods, food and a kids’ section open until 10 p.m. 

The Serra Club of Lancaster will host its annual summer picnic and dinner for priests and reli-
gious of the Lancaster deanery on Thursday, August 4 at St. Anne’s Retirement Community in Columbia. 
There will be an Italian theme for this year’s event. 

Come and party Slavic Style at St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Parish’s annual Slavic Festival on 
Sunday, July 17 on the church grounds at 5408 Locust Lane, Harrisburg, from noon until 9 p.m. Enjoy 
great homemade Eastern European foods to eat in or take out. Dance to The Polka WHOOOO and The 
Polka Quads. Take a Church tour, See world class iconography, chanting & singing demonstrations, 
Shop in the Eastern European market. Play games for young and old, bingo, Win at the Hugh theme 
basket and cash raffles. Free admission and parking. Call 717-652-1415 or visit www.stannbyz.org. “No 
one leaves hungry!”

Basilica of Sacred Heart will host a good old fashion Church Picnic Saturday July 16 from 11:00 
a.m. – 9:00 p.m. at the Conewago Picnic Woods, 3113 Centennial Rd. Hanover. Sacred Heart Basilica 
has one of the longest running Picnics in the Diocese of Harrisburg. Chicken Corn Soup is made in 
kettles over a fire, there will be a Bake Sale, the family style Chicken dinner begins at 3:00 p.m. Live 
entertainment, games, raffles, bingo and much more! Stop by and enjoy a day filled with food, fun and 
entertainment!

The annual St. Benedict the Abbot Summer Festival will be held August 5, 6 and 7. The fun begins 
Friday Aug. 5, 5-10 p.m. and continues on Saturday from 5-10 p.m. Sunday Aug. 7 from 4-9 p.m. Friday 
from 7-10 p.m. entertainment by “Cheyenne.” Saturday  rom 7-10 p.m. entertainment  by “Burning 
House” and on Sunday from 3:30-5 p.m. entertainment by DJ featuring Spanish tunes followed from 
5-9 p.m. by Galbraith, Briody and Friends. Enjoy bingo, basket raffle, kiddie korner, games, inflatables, 
beer tent and much more. Come out for the hot dogs, burgers, fries, pierogi, halupki, halushki, tacos, 
empanadillas, tamales, egg rolls, fried rice, and more, fun, and games at 750 State Drive (St. Cecilia’s 
Parish Center).

Immaculate Heart of Mary, Abbottstown will hold its annual Parish Picnic on Sunday, July 31, 2016 
from 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

Prince of Peace Parish in Steelton will hold its annual church picnic Sunday, July 10, from noon 
until 8 p.m. at Cibort Park, Penn and Center Streets in Bressler. Delicious food including roasted lamb 
and pork will be available by the pound or from the kitchen as a sandwich or dinner. We will also be 
serving all of your picnic favorites: Beef BBQ, Schmidt’s sausage, Schmidt’s sarma, cabbage & 
noodles, baked beans, Croatian potato salad, hot dogs, and pierogies. Schnader’s will be on hand with 
French fries, lemonade and funnel cakes. The dessert table is sure to tempt you with homemade baked 
goods including strudel, baklava, fudge, brownies, and cakes. There will be a full day of entertainment 
featuring Zadnja Stanica and The Happy Slovenes for your dancing and listening pleasure. Children’s 
games will keep the little ones occupied. Cash raffle prizes, basket raffle, and instant pull-tabs for those 
over 18. Bar will be open - beer, mixed drinks, and sodas. Everyone is welcome to come to this fun 
event. For further information, please call Tina Simpson, co-chair, at 717-635-8008.

The Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius invite you to their Summer Festival at Villa Sacred Heart 
in Danville on Saturday July 16 from 10:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Fun and Games, Food and Prizes, Flea Market, 
Baked Goods, Holupky Dinner, Silent Auction, Petting Zoo, Bounce House, and Round-the-clock tours 
of the Basilica in this Year of Mercy. Mass will be celebrated at 5 p.m. 

St. Joseph Parish in Berwick will host its Italian Festival August 5, 6 and 7 on the church 
grounds. Hours are 4-9 p.m. Friday and Saturday, and noon-4 p.m. Sunday. Porkette, fireballs, meat-
balls, sausage, halushki, chicken parmesan, eggplant parmesan, potato pancakes, chicken fingers, 
French fries, hamburgers, hotdogs, fried dough, fried pierogi, fried ravioli, pizza, wedding soup, baked 
goods and ice cream. There will also be a pasta dinner on Sunday and an adult beverage pavilion. 
Entertainment by the Shoreliners on Friday, the Legends on Saturday, and Polka Punch on Sunday, as 
well as a money raffle, kids’ games, basket raffle and games of change. 

Holy Angels Parish in Kulpmont will hold its parish picnic Friday, August 5 from 5 p.m.- midnight, 
and Saturday, August 6, from 4 p.m.-midnight. Fantastic menu, games, basket bonanza, bake sale and 
a yard sale. Entertainment by Keystone Kids Starmakers on Friday from 6-7 p.m., and Richie Molinaro 
and Mr. Lou on Friday from 7-11pm. The Shoreliners entertain on Saturday from 7-11 p.m. Fireworks 
display Saturday at 10 p.m. $3,000 in cash prizes.

Immaculate Conception BVM Parish in Berwick will hold its annual picnic July 10 from 11 
a.m.-6 p.m. There will be a Cruise-In antique hot rod and custom car show, and music by The Shorelin-
ers. Foods include halupki, potato pancakes, pierogie, haluski, hot sausage with peppers and onions, 
fireballs, pizza, French fries, hotdogs, porkette, Hispanic food, beer, soda and water.

Keep Calm and 
Camp On at 

Kirchenwald!
The Diocesan Camp at Kirch-

enwald, a camp for adults with 
intellectual disabilities, is seeking 
vol unteers who would be willing 
to assist at its residential camp 
during the week of August 14-
19, 2016. The camp takes place 
in Lebanon County and serves 
the needs of approximately 50 
adults each year. Anyone 16 and 
older is welcome to volunteer. 
Volunteers are required to com-
plete the Diocesan Clearance 
process and at tend training prior 
to helping at camp. For more in-
formation, please contact Ginny  
Duncan at 717-657-4804 ext. 322 or  
vduncan@hbgdiocese.org. 

Would you like to sponsor a 
campership for a person with a 
disability who might not other-
wise be able to afford camp? The 
Dio cese of Harrisburg is seeking 
donations to de fray the cost for 
campers. A full week of camp 
costs $550, but donations in any 
amount will be welcomed. They 
can be sent to the Of fice of Minis-
try with People with Disabilities, 
4800 Union Deposit Road, Har-
risburg, PA 17111. Checks should 
be made payable to the Diocese of 
Harrisburg.

Op-Ed
Impressions of a First-Time 

Kirchenwald Counselor
By Bernard Clarke

Special to The Witness

If you are considering being a coun-
selor at Camp Kirchenwald, I am writ-
ing to share impressions from 2015, 
my rookie year.

My motivation was simple. I wanted 
to “give back,” and I am an experi-
enced fishing instructor. Kirchenwald 
offered the opportunity to do both.  

The first folks you will meet are the 
diocesan organizers. They are ambi-
tious recruiters and, you will learn, 
they do a marvelous job providing 
this experience to the campers. I was 
apprehensive as a rookie counselor. I 
know how to fish, but I don’t know 
anything about special needs campers. 
No worries. The organizers run a train-
ing session (two hours, in advance of 
the camp) that will explain the special 
needs and how the program, staff and 
counselors meet those needs. You will 
quickly learn that there is a well-de-
signed staff that includes medical pro-
fessionals and long-term counselors 
who can answer any question you may 
have. More to the point, the organiz-
ers, staff and long-term counselors are 
some of the nicest, most patient, sup-
portive people you will meet. Note: 
You must get your background clear-
ances. Camper safety comes first.  

Camp Kirchenwald and its staff take 
care of all the routine camp duties, 
shelter, food, pool and the like. The 
sleeping arrangements for women are 
decent. For the guys, it is a bit more 
primitive. The food will get you by. 
All the activities are planned. You ar-
rive to a whirlwind of activity, and it 
doesn’t really stop for the week.  

You will meet the campers. Kirch-
enwald is an adult camp for those in 
their low 20s to 65ish. About 60 per-
cent guys, 40 percent gals. Most of 
the campers have been attending for 
years, so it’s like a homecoming for 
them. For me, even after the training, 
I still did not know what to expect 
from a special needs camper in a one-
on-one situation. I was apprehensive, 
but for no reason. I found the campers 
to be fun, funny, smart, unique, self-
confident, wonderful people. I began 
to finally understand why one human 
would dedicate a career to helping 
other humans. That sense is really the 
pay-off to the volunteer counselor.  

Two counselors are assigned to a 

group of about five campers. If you 
are a rookie counselor, you will likely 
be assigned to an “easy” group. There 
are no real “hard” groups. Campers 
can dress and maintain themselves, 
for the most part. It’s just that some of 
the campers require a lot of patience 
from the counselors. Mostly you pro-
vide direction and some focus to the 
activity at hand.

I believe that true happiness comes 
from doing for others. If you are con-
sidering being a counselor at Camp 
Kirchenwald, do it. I bet that you are 
not sorry, and I guarantee that you 
won’t forget it!

See you there!
Bernard Clarke is a member of  

St. Peter Parish in Elizabethtown.)

COURTESY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST SCHOOL
St John the Baptist Catholic School students in New Freedom participated in 
a “Sum Dog” competition, which was a recent math competition between York, 
Hanover, Lancaster and Harrisburg schools. Mrs. Sheila Doyle’s fourth-grade 
class finished in first place out of 324 classrooms that took part in the competi-
tion. The class will receive a free 1-year subscription to the upgraded “Sum 
Dog” software. Congratulations to the students on quite an accomplishment.
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York Catholic Announces  
New Dean of Student  

Affairs and Athletic Director
Kevin Bankos has been named the new Dean of 

Student Affairs and Athletic Director at York Catho-
lic High School. 

In addition to more than 30 years of coaching 
experience within the PIAA, Diocese of Harrisburg, 
Recreation, and AAU circles of York County, Bankos 
brings almost 30 years of management experience 
with him, having worked most recently as the Presi-
dent of Ballyhoo Sports Academy. Prior to his time 
with Ballyhoo, he spent 20 years as a manager in the 
manufacturing industry, serving as lead plant man-
ager for a well known national organization where he 
supervised over 200 employees daily.  

York Catholic Principal, Katie Seufert, said in 
addition to his managerial and coaching experience, 
the characteristics Bankos possesses are a blueprint 
for a successful candidate for the position. “The 
commonality in Kevin’s work is leading by example, 
positively motivating, and respecting organizational 
culture. We look forward to having him on board in 
this expanded role among the YC family.”

Bankos’ responsibilities as Dean of Student Affairs 
include administering policy and overseeing extra-
curricular and student activities. As Athletic Director, 
he will work alongside Emeritus Athletic Director, 
Rick Luckman, as Luckman transitions to retirement. 
Bankos will oversee 44 teams at York Catholic, man-
age the scheduling and budgeting within the depart-
ment, and guide the coaching staff. He will also 
retain his position as the Girls’ Basketball Coach. 
Bankos will begin his new duties the week of July 
11.

Scout’s Lead of Handicap  
Ramp Construction Earns  

Him Rank of Eagle
Alex R. Spangler, age 16, of Boy Scout Troop 192 

of St. Theresa Parish in New Cumberland, recently 
earned the rank of Eagle Scout after the successful 
construction of a handicap ramp for a bed-ridden 
gentleman in New Cumberland. The man’s wife had 
come to St. Theresa’s Church for help and asked the 
troop if they could assist. As the wife was having 
trouble getting her husband out of the house in case 
of an emergency, the troop set to work.

Alex had to plan, by having plans drawn up, 
submitting for permits and securing funding from 
various businesses to pay for the project. He then en-
listed the help of family, friends, Scouts and other or-
ganizations such as the Knights of Columbus to help 
him construct the ramp over a two-day weekend.

In addition, Alex also created a walkway from pav-
ers around the side of the house from the end of the 
ramp to help make the wheelchair easy to move. The 
homeowners are very thankful for the ramp, as they 
use it often. 

The names of the following de-
ceased persons have been submitted 
by their parishes. Please remember 
in your prayers the happy repose of 
these recently departed souls and 
the consolation of their loved ones.

ABBOTTSTOWN – Immaculate 
Heart of Mary: John Anderson.

BERWICK – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Crucita Andrades, 
Rose Bush, Jean Gaydosh.

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: 
Dustin E. Yoder.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: 
Bea Berube, Joseph J. Mack, Mary 
Kate Murray, Mary Ann Pignatella.

COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady 
of Hope: Eleanor Polastre, George  
Shervanick, Sr., Sara J. Thompson.

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis 
Xavier: Eleanor P. Cunningham, 
Charles C. Kingston, James J.  
Laughlin, Margaret J. Mattson.

Sister Margaret Moore
St. Joseph Sister Margaret Moore, 

known earlier in religious life as Sister 
James Letitia, died at St. Joseph Villa 
in Flourtown on June 11. She was 77. 

Born in St. Clair, Pa., she was 
a graduate of Nativity BVM High 
School in Pottsville and entered the 
Congregation of the Sisters of St. Jo-
seph in 1958. 

Sister Margaret spent most of her 
religious life serving in the Diocese of 
Harrisburg, including 38 years at Para-
dise School for Boys in Abbottstown, 
where she was a health care aide. She 
also served as a Eucharistic Minister 
in Minersville, visiting the sick in St. 
Clair.  

Sister Margaret suffered from recur-
ring bouts of cancer, and was a resi-
dent at the Villa in Flourtown for just 
one year. 

The funeral Mass was celebrated on 
June 16.  

Sister Theresa  
Mary Mich

Franciscan Sister Theresa Mary 
Mich died in Assisi House in Aston, 
Pa., on June 8. She was 90.

Born Theresa Catalda Mich in Phila-
delphia, she entered the Congregation 
of the Sisters of St. Francis there in 
1948. She earned a bachelor’s degree 
in English from Villanova University 
and a master’s in Theology from St. 
Charles Seminary.

During her decade of ministry in the 

Diocese of Harrisburg, Sister Theresa 
Mary taught at St. Joseph School in 
Dallastown and St. Joseph School in 
Lancaster. She also served in the Arch-
diocese of Philadelphia for 43 years 
and in the Diocese of Trenton for 11 
years.

Sister Theresa Mary retired from 
teaching in 2001 and moved to Our 
Lady of Angels Convent in Aston. In 
2010, she moved to Assisi House, the 
congregation’s retirement residence.

Sister Theresa Mary was preceded 
in death by her sister, Sister Rita Mary 
Mich. 

The funeral Mass was celebrated 
June 14 in Assisi House. Burial was in 
Our Lady of Angels Cemetery in As-
ton.

Sister Celeste  
Marie Kennerty

Sts. Cyril and Methodius Sister Ce-
leste Marie Kennerty died June 3 at 
Geisinger Medical Center in Danville. 
She was 85.

Born Helen Louise Kennerty in 
Charleston, S.C., she attended schools 
in the town, and went to earn a bach-
elor’s degree from Marywood Univer-
sity in Scranton, Pa. She entered the 
Congregation of the Sisters of Saints 
Cyril and Methodius in Danville in 
1954.

During her years in education min-
istry, Sister Celeste Marie served in 
parochial schools in the Diocese of 
Harrisburg (in Berwick and Danville), 

as well as in schools in Connecticut, 
Indiana, New York and South Caro-
lina. She served as a local coordinator, 
principal, assistant to the principal and 
administrative assistant. From 1998-
2001, she was administrator at Maria 
Hall in Danville. She moved to Maria 
Hall in Danville in 2005.

The funeral Mass was celebrated 
June 8 in Maria Hall.

Sister Elsa Vazquez
Franciscan Sister Elsa Vazquez, for-

merly Sister Maria Angelica, died in 
Assisi House in Aston, Pa., on June 
23. She was 86.

Born in Barranquitas, Puerto Rico, 
she entered the Congregation of the 
Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia 
in 1953. She earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in education from Neumann Uni-
versity.

During her years in ministry, she 
taught at St. Joseph School in Lancast-
er, as well as in the Diocese of Allen-
town, and in Delaware. In her native 
Puerto Rico, Sister Elsa served in reli-
gious formation, adult education, min-
istry to people with AIDS and prison 
ministry. 

In 2008, Sister Elsa moved to Our 
Lady of Angels Convent and volun-
teered at Assisi House, before moving 
there in 2012.

The funeral Mass was celebrated 
June 27 in Assisi House. Burial was in 
Our Lady of Angels Cemetery, Aston. 

Please pray for the follow-
ing clergy who died in July 
during the past 25 years:

Deacon Harold Alden, 1991

Deacon Joseph Broussard, 
1992

Father Joseph Ceponis, 1997

HANOVER – St. Vincent de Paul: 
Joseph McCanna.

HARRISBURG – St. Catherine 
Labouré: Martha Pritulsky, Pauline  
Zapcic; St. Francis of Assisi: Jaime 
Arias, Lisa Rodriguez, Khanh Tran.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: 
Stella Guyer, Bonnie Settino, Ida L.  
Stabinski, Bill Tighe.

LANCASTER – St. John 
Neumann: Charles Blankenmeyer, 
Thomas  
McFadden, Jr., Wiliam Weisser.

LEBANON – Assumption BVM: 
John Grodensky, Joseph Marciniak.

LITTLESTOWN – St. Aloysius: 
Alexander Keeney, Jr.

MCSHERRYSTOWN – 
Annunciation BVM: Martha Sunbury.

MECHANICSBURG – St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton: Donald W.  
McGraw; St. Joseph: Stephen  
Cochran, Corrina Freedman, Edward 
Hanratty, Flora Strausser, Deanna 
Taylor, Kazimiera Thieman,  
Josephine M. Von Jess.

MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows 
BVM: Paul Salazar.

MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the 
Apostle: Clyde Neal, Ann Pellegrin.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine 
Redeemer: John J. Dascani.

NEW FREEDOM – St. John the 
Baptist: Marian Borys.

NEW HOLLAND – Our Lady of 
Lourdes: Therese Androwick, Irene 
Hutton, James Riale.

ROHRERSTOWN – St. Leo the 
Great: Cecilia Cunnion.

SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini: 
Ambrose Dascani, Dorothy Derk, 
John Magaskie, Sara Thompson.

STEELTON – Prince of Peace: 
Carol L Woomer.

SUNBURY – St. Monica: Mary B. 
Young.

WAYNESBORO – St. Andrew: 
Lena Hahn.

YORK – Immaculate Conception 
BVM: Gerald Smith, Janet Zutell; 
St. Joseph: Giovanni John Argento, 
Maureen Quinn Chambers, Rosalyn 
Kuniega, St. Patrick: Ronald Cohen; 
St. Rose of Lima: Abel Santiago,  
Margaret Eck. 

Msgr. Joseph Kealy, 1997
Father Charles Procopio, 
1997
Deacon Joseph Sahd, 1998
Msgr. Cletus Wagman, 2001
Father Joseph Coyne, 2001
Deacon Gerard Kole, 2002
Father Ramon Rivera-Lopez, 
2007
Father Daniel Mahoney, 
2007
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                    Compiled by Jen Reed
Spiritual Offerings

Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated July 17 at 2 
p.m. at St. Catherine Labouré Church in Harrisburg. Confessions are 
heard in English and Polish after every Mass.

Recitation of the Rosary for Marriage will take 
place Saturday July 23 in the square of Middletown at noon. Any ques-
tions, contact Clay Keefer at keeferjmj1@verizon.net.

A summer of Divine Mercy and children’s adoration 
praying for the conversion of hearts and world peace will 
take place at St. Joseph Perpetual Adoration Chapel, 440 St. Joseph 
Street, Lancaster (lower church, push silver button) every Tuesday 
from June 14-August 23 from 4-5 p.m. All ages and abilities welcome! 
On Thursday August 4 the children and parents are invited to the 
World Pilgrimage for Peace at the Grotto in Emmitsburg, Md., from 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. The day will include Adoration, Reconciliation and Mass. 
Bring a picnic. For more information, call Mrs. Wang, catechist, at 717-
396-0635 from 8 a.m.-8 p.m. or 717-572-6025 or email mrswang113@
gmail.com.

The annual novena in honor of the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary will be held at Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Church in Lancaster from August 6-14. The novena consists of the 
Rosary and special novena prayers. It lasts about 30 minutes. It will 
be held each evening at 7 p.m. in Mary’s chapel, except on Saturday 
when it will follow the 5 p.m. Mass.

A Pro-Life Mass is celebrated on the first Saturday 
of every month at 8 a.m. at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
Church in Harrisburg. The next Mass is Aug. 6. Following Mass, 
participants gather at Hillcrest Clinic, 2709 N. Front Street, Harrisburg, 
to pray the Rosary and the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. Breakfast follows. 
Call 717-432-5415 for information.

Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey will be 
held on Wednesday, August 3 at 7 p.m. Come adore Jesus through 
prayer, praise, worship and music. A reception will be held immediately 
following the Caelorum in the cafeteria. For more information, call 
717-583-0240.

The annual Novena in honor of the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary will be held at Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Church in Lancaster from August 6-14. The Novena consists of the 
Rosary and special novena prayers. It last about 30 minutes. It will 
be held each evening at 7 p.m.in Mary’s chapel, except on Saturday 
when it will follow the 5 p.m. Mass.

Mass with prayers for healing will be celebrated August 2 
at 7 p.m. at St. Theresa Church in New Cumberland by Father Samuel 
Houser. The Mass is sponsored by the Pilgrims of Praise and Life in 
the Spirit prayer groups. For more information, call Mary Ann at 717-
564-7709 or Loretta at 717-737-7551.

Pilgrimage and Retreats
St. Joseph Women’s Club is sponsoring a trip to 

Canada, Sept 3-9, 2016. We will be touring Quebec, visiting St. 
Anne De Beaupre Shrine, 3 nights on the Isle of Coudres with a cruise 
on the Bay of St. Catherine for whale watching; two nights in Montreal 
touring Notre Dame Basilica and St. Joseph’s Oratory and a guided 
tour of Montreal. Contact Doris Wagner 717-394-2801 or Joanne 
Bauer 717-393-7346 for all the details.

Travel with Father Donald Bender of St. Patrick 
Parish, Carlisle, in 2017 to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 
Apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima. We will visit Fatima, Lourdes and 
La Sagrada Familia in Barcelona, Spain. Contact fatimatour2017@
gmail.com to request a flyer detailing the trip.

The annual Corpus Christi men’s retreat will be 
held the weekend of August 5 at Mount St. Mary’s, Em-
mitsburg, Md. Father Glenn Sudano, CFR, will be the retreat master. 
Join us for a weekend of relaxation, refreshment, and renewal and 
hear Father Glenn’s talks about Divine Mercy at work for our lives. The 
retreat is open to ages 14 and up. Men are encouraged to bring sons 
and grandsons. A $60 deposit is required towards total cost of $150. 
Reservations can be made through local parish coordinators or by 
contacting Paul Little, 717-264-2577.

Fundraisers and Events
Resurrection Catholic School in Lancaster an-

nounces its annual golf outing Sept. 13 at Four Seasons 
Golf Club in Landisville with a shotgun start at 12:30 p.m. Registration 
begins at 10 a.m. Men and women golfers may play in foursomes for 
$85 each. Twosomes and singles will be paired up. The day includes 
hot dog lunch, beer, roast beef and stuffed chicken dinner and door 
prizes. Those prepaid by Aug. 1 are entered for a chance to win a $50 
gift card. Contests include a $10,000 prize for a hole in one on the 
fourth hole. Other contests are putting, closest to the water, crooked 
drive, straightest drive, adjusted drive and golf package prize. Some 
sponsorships remain available for tee hole signs ($250), or pin flags 
($325) which later get framed and delivered as a thank you. Gold 
sponsorships ($1,000) include golf for a foursome, a pin flag and a 
tee sign; silver sponsorships ($800) include golf for a foursome and a 
pin flag; bronze sponsorships ($500) include a tee sign and dinner for 
two. All include special recognition at the dinner. Proceeds go toward 
improving technology at the school to give students what they need to 
be successful in school and in life. For information or to register, call 
717-715-5537 or contact dwalker@resurrectioncatholicschool.net.

Tri County Theology on Tap invites all young 
adults on a Year of Mercy pilgrimage to the Seton Shrine 
in Emmitsburg, Md., on Sunday, August 21. The group will meet at 
the Basilica of Elizabeth Ann Seton parking lot (located at 339 South 
Seton Avenue, Emmitsburg) at 11:15 a.m. A Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
will be recited first at St. Joseph’s Cemetery (11:30 a.m.) followed by a 
visit with the Holy Door of Mercy, Confession & Mass. There will also 
be time to explore the grounds and visit the National Shrine Grotto 
of Our Lady of Lourdes. Following, everyone is welcome to dine out 
together at a local restaurant. Questions, or for carpooling information, 
contact tricountytot@gmail.com, or call Emma at 717-817-4390.

St. Joseph Parish in Hanover is offering a singles 
ministry, Singles Alive in Christ. The ministry will run biweek-

ly beginning July 8 and continuing on 7/22, 8/5, 8/19, etc, from 
6:30-8 p.m. If you are a single adult age 30-50 whether never 
married, divorced or widowed, we hope you will join us. Singles 
Alive in Christ provides companionship on a social and spiritual 
level to tackle single-hood and widow-hood while we continue to 
build our relationship with Our Lord Jesus Christ from a biblical 
and sacramental perspective. Our hope is to bring together singles 
of like minds and provide an environment for fellowship, growth in 
faith, and mutual support. Please forward any questions to Tanya 
Matias 717-634-7826, St. Joseph Catholic Church 5055 Grandview 
Road, Hanover, PA 17331.

Charismatic Conference on Mercy & Healing will be 
held on Saturday, Aug. 20 from 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. at the Basilica 
of Sts. Cyril and Methodius, 580 Railroad St., Danville, with speaker 
Msgr. Robert Lawrence at 10 a.m. and Mass celebrated by Father 
Frank Karwacki and Prayers for Healing at 11 a.m. Lunch is on your 
own, dismissal is at 12:30 p.m. Registration is $15, made payable 
to “Diocese of Harrisburg,” and sent to “Charismatic Conference,” 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, 47 S. Market St., Mount Carmel, 
PA, 17851.

The Bishop McDevitt Class of 1986 will be holding 
its 30th Class Reunion the weekend of October 21 and 22. 
The first event will be Friday evening October 21 with an informal 
gathering from 6-10 p.m. at Spring Gate Winery, 5790 Devonshire 
Road, Harrisburg. The second event will be held Saturday evening 
October 22 at the Hershey Italian Lodge, 128 Hillcrest Road Her-
shey, from 6-11 p.m. For more information, or if you have questions, 
contact Jeanine Mesarick at jmesarick@gmail.com or call 717-433-
4844. You can also contact John Wilk at 717-648-0667 or ja.wilk@
yahoo.com.

St. Joan of Arc Council of Catholic Women in 
Hershey will hold a rummage sale and flea market on August 
5 from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. and August 6 from 8-11 a.m. in the school 
cafeteria, located at 359 West Areba Ave. There will be bargains 
galore, clothing, household items, jewelry, books, games, puzzles, 
toys, knick-knacks and more. All proceeds go to charity.

Monday Night at the Movies: Our Lady of the Blessed 
Sacrament (2121 N 3rd St, Harrisburg) will continue its 2016 
summer movies season with “God’s Not Dead,” a modern classic 
which follows a Christian college student whose faith is challenged 
by a philosophy professor who declares God a pre-scientific fic-
tion. Come and enjoy this lively portrayal of one of the basic issues 
in contemporary society on Monday, July 11 at 7 p.m. Snacks 
welcome.

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Parish in Berwick will host Vacation Bible School, July 
25–29. The theme is “Following Jesus, The Light of The World.” 
Class times are 6-7:30 p.m. each evening. Children ages 5–12 are 
invited to attend. Suggested fee is $15 per child, $30 for two or 
more children from one family. Each day will focus on Jesus and his 
message. The program introduces the characteristics of hope, light, 
courage, new life, mercy, and power.

The 35th Annual St. Rose Golf Outing to benefit 
St. Rose School in Thomasville will be held on Saturday, 
August 6 at Grandview Golf Club. There will be a shotgun scramble 
format start at 7:30 a.m. Entrance fee is $85 and includes greens 
fee, cart, lunch, refreshments, prizes and entry into our hole in one 
contests. Hole sponsorships for individuals or businesses are avail-
able with a $ 100 minimum donation. Any gift certificates, golf balls, 
or other donations to be used as door prizes are greatly appreciat-
ed. If interested in playing, sponsoring a hole, or donating, call Eric 
Johnston at 717-676-8388 or email at ejohnston2@comcast.net.

Join us at St. Leo the Great, Rohrerstown, for a 
Summer DVD series, “You Did it to Me, Putting Mercy into Ac-
tion,” by Father Michael Gaitley. Each week, a 30-minute DVD will 
be offered after 7 p.m. Mass on Wednesday evening sessions as 
follows: June 29, July 13, July 20 and July 27. Attend one or all of 
the sessions. Summer snack foods will be provided. No homework, 
group discussion or RSVP required - just come and enjoy a faith 
filled summer evening. Friends and family of all ages are welcome. 
Don’t let your faith take a summer vacation!

The Wellness Ministry of St. Patrick Church in 
Carlisle is hosting a National Dance Day: Moving For A Cause, 
on July 30. Proceeds from the events will support the St .Vincent de 
Paul Society, which serves our area brothers and sisters in need. 
Registration prior to the day of the event is encouraged but not 
required. Visit http://tinyurl.com/hfhmeom or contact Elaine Seckar, 
Wellness Coordinator: 717-243-4411, ext. 1122. The schedule 
for the day: 10 a.m. - Grown-up & Me Movement and Stretch; 11 
a.m. - Zumba Gold; Noon - Ceili Dance (Irish Dance); 1 p.m. - Intro 
to Social Dance; 2 p.m. - Chair Aerobics; 3 p.m. - Rhythm Works 
for people with disabilities; 4 p.m. - Family Zumba; 5 p.m. Swing 
Dance; 6-8 p.m. - Line Dancing and Dance Party.

Trinity High School’s second annual “Countdown 
to Kickoff” social will take place August 27 from 5-9 p.m. Adults 
21+, more details to follow. Contact Lisa Schlager, lisaschlager@
comcast.net or717-319-9604.

St. Theresa School and the St. Theresa Knights of 
Columbus are having a Golf Outing on Friday, September 9 at 
Valley Green Golf Course in Etters. All details can be found on the 
school website: www.sainttheresaschool.org, or for more informa-
tion, please contact Michelle Zemba at 717-649-8899.

St. Theresa Parish in New Cumberland will be hosting 
a community Fall Fun Fest on Saturday September 17 from 4-10 
p.m. on the grounds of St. Theresa School, located at 1200 Bridge 
Street, New Cumberland. Food, music, entertainment, kids’ activities 
and so much more. For more information, contact Michelle Zemba 
at 717-649-8899. 

“I THIRST” Prayer Group: Please join us to deepen your 
faith and relationship with Jesus through prayer, song, worship 
and praise on Wednesday evening, July 13 at 7 p.m. in St. Joan 
of Arc Church in Hershey. All are invited to this to learn ways to 
allow Jesus Christ to establish a deeper relationship with you and 
truly learn about the love of God. Our subject will be Acts of the 
Apostles. Come quench your thirst for God! Find us on Facebook at 
ITHIRSTSJA.

Chicken Bar B Que at St. Benedict’s in Lebanon 
on July 16 from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Tickets are $8 each. Includes half a 
chicken, roll, choice of applesauce or cole slaw and drink. Sponsored 
by the Knights of Columbus Council #15929. Tickets available from K 
of C members or call 717-274-0684 for more info or to reserve tickets 
to be held for day of event.

Sacred Heart Parish Council of Catholic Women 
in Williamstown (SHPCCW) is sponsoring a Sub Sale on July 
27. Subs will be made by NINO’s Italian Restaurant and Pizzaria with 
orders due by July 13. Available subs are Italian, Turkey & Cheese, 
Ham & Cheese, and Regular at a price of $7 each. Call Dawn at 717-
647-9124 or Joann at 717-647-2287 to place your order.  

Have you ever heard of Natural Family Planning? 
NFP is a way of following God’s plan for achieving and/or avoiding 
pregnancy. It’s a system that uses a woman’s signs of fertility to 
determine the fertile and infertile times of her cycle. Approved by the 
Catholic Church, NFP enables couples to avoid pregnancy by practic-
ing chaste abstinence during the fertile time of the woman’s cycle. As 
a married couple, why should you consider NFP in your marriage as 
opposed to artificial contraception? Come to a very special presenta-
tion at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in Abbottstown on August 
19 from 6:30-8 p.m. in the parish social hall. Dr. Luis Garcia, MD, of 
York will present on basic Church teaching regarding sexuality and 
NFP, and then will teach on various forms of NFP and the science 
behind them. From this first session, couples will then have the op-
portunity to learn a specific model of NFP that is best suited for their 
family’s needs. Advanced registration is not required, but for further 
information please call the parish office at 717 -259-0611.

Parish & Organization News
A & B Religious & Gift Shop, 1150 Elm Ave., Ha-

nover, PA has new hours for the summer, in effect from 
June 6 to September 6. They are as follows: Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Thursday from 11 a.m.-5 p.m., and 
Saturday from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. The shop is closed on Sunday and 
Monday. Please call if you have any questions or requests, 717-632-
7384, and thank you for your support of our ministry.

Job Opportunities  
Cafeteria Line Server for Omni Dining wanted to 

serve the students attractive and nutritious meals in a friendly, 
clean, and efficient atmosphere at Lebanon Catholic School. Please 
contact Mike Blizzard (Omni Dining) 717-273-3731 Ext: 323.

St. Anne School in Lancaster is seeking a full-
time Junior High Social Studies Teacher for the 2016-17 
school year. Candidates must be practicing Catholics with a Bachelor 
Degree and teaching certification. Experience with Junior High age 
children is desired; but, not required.  Qualified candidates should 
forward a résumé and cover letter to: Suzanne Wood, 108 E. Liberty 
St., Lancaster, PA 17602. Materials may also be email to woodsu-
zanne@stannelancaster.org.

St. Anne School in Lancaster is seeking a part-
time Cafeteria Manager for the 2016-2017 school year. This 
position (20 hours per/week) is responsible for student accounts, 
menu planning, ordering food and supplies and supervision of cook-
ing and serving lunches. Serv safe certification and experience is 
desired.  Qualified candidates should forward a résumé and cover 
letter to: Suzanne Wood, 108 E. Liberty St., Lancaster, PA 17602. 
Materials may also be email to woodsuzanne@stannelancaster.org.

Lancaster Catholic High School is seeking an An-
nual Giving and Volunteer Manager, an integral part of the 
overall team that is charged with advancing the mission of the school. 
Reporting to the President, this staff member will be responsible for 
assisting all team members with advancement projects and activities, 
with primary responsibility for successful planning/implementation of 
the school’s Annual Giving Campaign and recruiting, training and su-
pervising school volunteers. As a member of the Advancement team, 
this individual will work in tandem with all other staff to achieve office 
goals. The Annual Giving and Volunteer Manager will handle a wide 
range of administrative and support related tasks, and must be able 
to work both with a team and independently with little supervision. 
This person must be exceedingly well organized, dependable and 
enjoy the challenges of supporting a fast paced office community. 
LCHS is an EOE. We offer competitive compensation and an excel-
lent benefit package, including a comprehensive healthcare program 
and a 401k plan. To apply, please send a cover letter, resume and list 
of three references to advancement@lchsyes.org.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, Mechanicsburg, 
is seeking a part-time custodian for 20-25 hours weekly. This 
individual is responsible for cleaning and maintaining good order in 
the entire parish facility. This individual will work with another main-
tenance person and must be available on weekends and Sunday 
mornings. Absolute trustworthiness and the willingness to maintain 
confidentiality are essential. A valid drivers’ license is required. 
Applications, to include a cover letter and résumé, should be sent to 
Pat Lambert, Parish Executive Secretary, electronically to plambert@
steas.net or hardcopy to Mrs. Patricia Lambert, Saint Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Parish, 310 Hertzler Road, Mechanicsburg PA 17055.

    St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Pairsh, Mechanicsburg, 
is seeking a full-time parish administrative manager 
for 30-40 hours weekly. This position requires a working knowledge of 
the doctrines and structures of the Catholic Church, an understanding 
of the mission and operations of a Catholic parish, and a commitment 
to maintaining a lifestyle entirely consonant with the moral doctrines 
of the Catholic Church. A professional demeanor, commitment to 
teamwork, and ability to maintain confidentiality, are essential require-
ments. The position requires expertise in Microsoft Windows-based 
software, including Microsoft Office applications. Previous experi-
ence with Parish Data Systems (PDS) software and with Microsoft 
Windows-based financial accounting software is a plus. The position 
requires basic knowledge of financial operations and terminology. 
Basic knowledge of building and mechanical systems, and property 
maintenance, is a plus. A Bachelor’s degree is required, as well as a 
minimum of five years experience in a team-oriented office environ-
ment involving financial administration and personnel supervision. 
Experience with Catholic parish operations is preferred. Basic knowl-
edge of building mechanical systems is also a plus. Applications, to 
include a cover letter and résumé, should be sent to Pat Lambert, 
Parish Executive Secretary, electronically to plambert@steas.net or 
hardcopy to Mrs. Patricia Lambert, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, 
310 Hertzler Road, Mechanicsburg PA 17055.
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Bishop Ronald Gainer delivers his homily during a Mass to celebrate the Feast of St. Thomas More and St. John Fisher, martyrs who remained faithful in the face of 
political persecution, at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey June 22. The annual Mass gathering members of the St. Thomas More Society of Central Pennsylvania, 
founded by Catholic lawyers and judges to promote Christian principles in the law in the spirit of St. Thomas More. The Mass also marked the beginning of the Fort-
night for Freedom, a two-week initiative of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops that calls Catholics to prayer, education and action in support of religious 
freedom. For information about the St. Thomas More Society, visit www.saintthomasmoresociety.com. 

“Integrity is the struggle to be just one person rather than two 
or three. Integrity makes a person a unity rather than a duplicity.  
Integrity is genuine wholeness of life. It is no accident that our English 
word ‘wholeness’ is so closely related to the word ‘holiness.’ Authentic 
holiness is to live as one person – to be a unity in our relationship with 
God and our relationships with all others. It is for this integrity, this 
holiness, that we honor our patron, St. Thomas More, and his fellow 
martyr Bishop John Fisher today on their feast.” 

~ Bishop Ronald Gainer
Homily for the Feast of St. Thomas More

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

From May through October of 1917, the Blessed Mother appeared to three shepherd 
children in Fatima, Portugal, on the 13th day of each month. The message she gave to 
Lucia dos Santos, age 10, and her cousins Francisco and Jacinta Marto, ages eight and 
seven, is now known as the Peace Plan from Heaven:

“…God wishes to establish in the world devotion to my Immaculate Heart. If what I 
say to you is done, many souls will be saved and there will be peace.”

Upon the 100th anniversary of the apparitions at Fatima, the world-famous Interna-
tional Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our Lady of Fatima is on a nationwide tour, calling for 
prayer and penance for peace in our nation and conversion of heart.

Earlier this month, the statue visited five locations in the Diocese of Harrisburg: 
Good Shepherd Parish in Camp Hill; the Carmel of Jesus, Mary and Joseph in Elys-
burg; Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Lebanon; the Dominican Mon-
astery of the Immaculate Heart of Mary in Lancaster; and St. Leo the Great Parish in 
Rohrerstown.

Pilgrim Virgin Statue Brings 
Message of Peace to Diocese

Candle-bearers Bryn Kilroy and Devon 
Savo and Cross-bearer Thomas Le  

prepare to lead the procession as the 
Pilgrim Virgin Statue arrives at Good 

Shepherd Church in Camp Hill, carried by 
altar servers Zachary Hereshko, Thomas 

Chase and Christian Kilroy.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

People venerate the International Pilgrim Virgin 
Statue of Our Lady of Fatima at Good Shepherd 
Church in Camp Hill during its tour in the diocese.

The churches and monasteries offered various services and opportunities for the 
faithful to gaze upon the luminous statue, accompanied by a sign inscribed with the 

message, “Do not touch her; she will touch you.”
 The celebration of Holy Mass, processions, recitation of the Ro-

sary, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and presentations of the 
Fatima message offered by the statue’s custodian accompanied ven-
eration of Pilgrim Virgin Statue. 

The goal of the Fatima Centennial U.S. Tour for Peace is to allow 
Our Lady of Fatima to claim her dominion over America through 
her Immaculate Heart, and to bring the urgent Message of Fatima – 
the Peace Plan from Heaven – to a world in need. It also encourages 
devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, which was the mission 
given to Lucia, the seer at Fatima, by Our Lady and Our Lord. Jesus 
relayed to Sister Lucia in 1936 that he wished to establish devotion 
to the Immaculate Heart in the Church next to His Sacred Heart, and 
that He had placed the peace in the world in her Immaculate Heart.

The International Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Fatima was sculpted 
in 1947 by José Thedim upon the precise instructions of Sister Lu-
cia. On October 13, 1947, the statue was blessed by the Bishop of 
Fatima and commissioned to serve as the Pilgrim Virgin that would 
carry the blessings of Fatima throughout the world. 

Additional information about the Pilgrim Virgin Statue and the 
message of Fatima can be found at www.fatimatourforpeace.com.

‘Model of Integrity’
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