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With the Summer Games in Rio de Janeiro  
coming to a conclusion this weekend, we take 
a look at some of the athletes who captured our 
attention during the XXXI Olympiad – Phelps, 
Ledecky, Biles, Manuel.

Their feats are now etched into Olympic  
history, but did you know that some of these  
stars of the summer are also Catholic? Catch a 
glimpse of some of these inspirational athletes  
in a photo spread on page 16.

By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness

Every year for the last 30 years, the Diocesan Offices of Fam-
ily Ministries and Ministry with People with Disabilities has been 
hosting a camp for some 40 or more campers with disabilities at 
what is affectionately known as “the Church in the Woods,” Camp 
Kirchenwald. Roughly two dozen volunteers give up the comforts 
of their everyday routine, including air conditioning and their beds, 
to be camp counselors. Volunteers range in age from high school 
students all the way to those who have just retired, many of whom 
have been attending since the early beginnings of the camp.

The camp has a full schedule for everyone, and for many camp-
ers this is their vacation. One camper, while sitting next to the pool 
during swim time on a mid-August day, told The Catholic Witness 
that he likes camp very much because it is a good time to rest. The 
campers are given choices for their day’s activities; the morning 
includes time for fishing, arts and crafts, or another special activity, 
and then lunch and afternoon activities of swimming, fishing, arts 
and crafts and a final evening activity. 

One of the special morning programs this year included a visit 
from Bishop Ronald Gainer and the celebration of Mass on August 
15, Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Assisting 
with Mass and also volunteering for the week with the camp were 
two diocesan seminarians, Deacon Kevin Coyle and Deacon Mi-
chael Metzgar, who were ordained as deacons this past May. 

Camp volunteers and campers participated as the choir, readers, 
and with the presentation of the gifts.

During his homily to the campers, the bishop explained the im-
portance of the feast day they were celebrating. “Don’t you like 
to give your mom a gift? You could give your mother something, 
anything, it doesn’t matter how beautiful or expensive…but if a 
mother receives a gift from her son or daughter she’s very, very 
pleased,” he said. “So Jesus had an opportunity to give his mother 
a very special gift, and that is because she was incorrupt from sin, 
never corrupted by sin, and she should not be corrupted by death. 
He allowed that when her time on earth was ended, she came to be 
with him, body and soul.”

He explained what “assumption” means, remarking that it is 
Mary’s “feast that we celebrate today, her assumption. She was 
assumed by God’s love and grace to be with her son, to be with 
the Holy Trinity forever in Heaven. Her reward is already great 
in Heaven; our heavenly reward awaits us in Heaven. This is our 

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Camper Karoleigh Russ prepares to receive Holy Communion from Bishop Ronald Gainer  
during Mass at Camp Kirchenwald on the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The 
diocesan camp has been offering a week of summertime activities for campers with disabilities for 
the past 30 years.

Diocesan Camp Celebrates 30 Years  
and Feast Day of Our Heavenly Mother

More DIOCESAN CAMP, page 9
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By Jennifer Southerton
Special to The Witness 

Every new parent has felt overwhelmed. But some new parents, like those suffering 
from mental illness or domestic abuse, despair to the point of abandoning their child. To 
them, this may seem like the only choice. Unfortunately, many do not know about the 
Safe Haven program, designed to help parents who feel this anguish.

In Pennsylvania, distressed parents can safely and legally leave a newborn (up to 28 
days old) with hospital or police personnel without fear of prosecution for abandon-
ment. If a baby is dropped off at a location other than a hospital or police station, parents 
could face charges for endangering the child.

At a hospital or police station, it is certain that medical staff will provide care for the 
baby until a good home can be found through the children and youth agency. Safe Haven 
laws offer relief to despondent parents who can be assured that the child is in safe hands.

As long as the baby shows no signs of neglect or abuse, parents have the option to 
remain anonymous. While they are not obligated to answer any questions, parents are 
encouraged to complete a questionnaire regarding known family medical history so that 
the child can benefit from this information as they age.

Since the Pennsylvania law was enacted in 2003, it has saved 27 babies. Yet there have 
also been heartbreaking stories of newborn babies discovered in dumpsters, toilets and 
plastic bags along roadsides. If more people learn about it, imagine how many more new-
borns can be saved from a tragic demise.

Help increase public awareness of this important alternative by spreading the word 
about Pennsylvania’s Safe Haven program.

For more information, visit: http://www.secretsafe.org/ or http://www.nationalsafe 
havenalliance.org/.

(Jennifer Southerton, an intern with the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference, is a student 
at DeSales University and Member of Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Lewisburg.)

By Jennifer Southerton
Special to The Witness 

When a pregnant woman is killed, society mourns a double trag-
edy because two lives are taken.

Fetal homicide laws in 38 states recognize that a child in the 
womb is worthy of protection, and assert that those who kill an 
unborn child should be prosecuted as murderers.

Cases of fetal homicide are not as rare as many would like to be-
lieve. There have even been heartbreaking instances rather recently 
here in Pennsylvania.

When a Philadelphia man murdered his pregnant ex-girlfriend in 
August 2015, he was charged with first degree murder for the death 
of the woman and third degree murder for the death of the unborn 
child. While Pennsylvania is one of the 38 states with fetal homi-
cide laws, the punishment often does not fit the crime.

Pennsylvania House Bill 1799, sponsored by state Representa-
tive Marcia Hahn (R – Northampton), would aim to strengthen 
these homicide laws, making those who have committed fetal ho-
micide serve a life sentence for the life they have taken. This would 
bring the sentencing for the death of the child in line with that of 
the death of the mother.

As Catholics, we are called to protect life at all stages. Pope 
Francis says, “One of the serious problems of our time is clearly 
the changed relationship with respect to life. A widespread and in-
sensitive mentality has led to the loss of the proper personal and 
social sensitivity to welcome new life.”

This mentality has led Americans to believe a contradiction: 
while fetal homicide laws acknowledge life in the womb, abortion 
is still legal in all 50 states.

How can laws claim that killing an unborn child through abortion 
is acceptable, but killing an unborn child by any other means is an 
atrocity? How can we view the child as just a clump of cells in one 
instance, but a human being in the other? In both situations, the life 
of a human person is deliberately ended. There is clearly an illogi-
cal dichotomy in the law.

By supporting House Bill 1799, we are recognizing that life in 
utero deserves protection. This bill is a brick in a foundation that 
recognizes the humanity of the unborn. It has already passed over-
whelmingly in the House and now faces the Senate. Please urge 
your senators to support House Bill 1799 and protect life in the 
womb.

(Jennifer Southerton, an intern with the Pennsylvania Catholic 
Conference, is a student at DeSales University and Member of Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus Parish, Lewisburg.)

Bringing the Safe  
Haven Program to Light

Murder of an  
Unborn Child

Annulment  
Presentations Scheduled
The Tribunal of the Diocese of Harrisburg will offer presenta-

tions concerning divorce and annulments from the Catholic per-
spective in the coming months. These presentations will be helpful 
for divorced Catholics, divorced people who wish to marry Catho-
lics, parish leaders involved in the RCIA process and those who 
have a vested interested because of family or friends.

Presentations will include a question-and-answer session and an 
opportunity for private conversation with Tribunal staff and rep-
resentatives. For more information, call 717-657-4804 or send an 
e-mail to tribunal@hbgdiocese.org.

Schedule of Presentations:
• September 12 – Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 7 p.m.
• September 22 – St. Joseph Parish, Hanover, 7 p.m.
• September 26 – St. Philip Parish, Millersville, 7 p.m.
• November 9 – Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 7 p.m.

To report suspected abuse of a 
minor, call the toll free PA Child 

Abuse Hotline at:
1-800-932-0313.

To report suspected abuse of  
a minor by a church official,  

employee or volunteer, also please 
call the diocesan toll free hotline at:

1-800-626-1608
or email: ReportAbuse@ 

hbgdiocese.org
For more information, visit  

www.HbgDiocese.org/protect
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Vincent Chesney’s concern for persons with 
disabilities has engrossed most of his 42 years.

The connection began even before Mr. 
Chesney, a member of Holy Angels Parish in 
Kulpmont, entered kindergarten.

In the early 1970s, his mother ran an early 
childhood development program for children 
with disabilities, long before local counties en-
tered the field of offering such services. A young 
Vincent observed as his mother – and his grand-
mother, a nurse, who often assisted – served the 
children in her care.

“I saw firsthand the unique diversity within 
the human condition, and how people are peo-
ple with their own unique strengths and needs,” 
he relayed to The Catholic Witness.

The experience left an indelible mark on Mr. 
Chesney, who, after graduating from Our Lady 
of Lourdes Regional High School in 1993, 
headed off to Mount St. Mary’s University in 
Emmitsburg, Md., to major in Psychology and 
minor in Sociology. From there, he earned mas-
ter’s degrees in Psychology and Human Servic-
es from Western Maryland College, and since 
2014 has been working on a doctorate in Hu-
man Development at Marywood University in 
Scranton.

Care for people with disabilities has been his 
life’s work.

So when Mr. Chesney, MS, FAAIDD, Psy-
chological Services Associate at the Selinsgrove 
State Center, was invited by Bill Gaventa, Pres-
ident of the American Association on Intellec-
tual and Developmental Disabilities, to attend 
in June a Vatican symposium on disabilities and 
theology, he seized the opportunity.

“This conference appealed to me because spiritual-
ity is important in all of our lives, regardless of wheth-
er or not we have a disability. I try to help support 
people as best I can, which means supporting them in 
expressing their spirituality,” said Mr. Chesney, who 
is also active at Transfiguration Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Shamokin. “This is true for all of the years 
that I’ve been in the field of psychology and disabili-
ties.”

The three-day conference, “Living Fully 2016,” 

COURTESY OF VINCENT CHESNEY
Vincent Chesney, a member of Holy Angels Parish in Kulpmont 
who is also active at Transfiguration Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Shamokin, is pictured during a recent pilgrimage of the Order of 
Malta to Lourdes, France. Chesney attended a Vatican symposium 
earlier this summer on the topic of theology and disabilities.

For more information regarding  
the Church’s ministry with  

people with disabilities:

U.S. Bishops’ Pastoral Statement  
on People with Disabilities:

http://www.ncpd.org/views-news-policy/ 
policy/church/bishops/pastoral

National Catholic  
Partnership on Disability:

www.ncpd.org

Diocesan Office for Ministry  
with People with Disabilities: 

http://www.hbgdiocese.org/disabilities
Ginny Duncan, Director

vduncan@hbgdiocese.org
717-657-4804, ext. 322

Kulpmont Parishioner Explores Intersection of 
Theology and Disabilities at Vatican Symposium

sponsored by the Vatican Pontifical Council for Cul-
ture and the Kairos Forum, was billed as a celebration 
of disabilities, culture and faith. The event featured 
participants from around the world; individuals and 
families with disabilities, service providers, clergy, la-
ity and theologians. 

Session topics included advocacy, inclusion, vari-
ous forms of prayer, spiritual support activities, the 
challenge of loneliness and what it means to be part of 
a faith community. There was also a parallel track for 

persons with disabilities, to explore the themes 
in ways particularly suited for those with an in-
tellectual disability.

These sessions included art, dance, sign lan-
guage, drama and mime. A papier-mâché ren-
dition of St. Peter’s Basilica, for example, was 
brought forth for participants to paste their por-
traits to, in order to better grasp the concept of 
Church and community. The Gospel readings 
during Mass were dramatized. 

“The symposium was inclusive, and that’s 
key, because a lot of the discussion focused on 
how the Church and society can be more inclu-
sive for people with disabilities,” Mr. Chesney 
said.

The Catholic Church’s ministry to persons 
with disabilities is long-standing, as witnessed 
by St. John XXIII’s 1963 encyclical Pacem in 
Terris on the innate dignity of all people; the 
Pastoral Statement of the U.S. Catholic Bishops 
on People with Disabilities; associations like 
the National Catholic Partnership on Disability; 
diocesan-level offices for ministry with people 
with disabilities, and parish-level advocacy.

Still, the study of disability theology is new, 
Mr. Chesney pointed out.

“It’s a unique niche,” he said. “Both the dis-
abilities field and the theology field have this 
interesting intersection that is incredibly impor-
tant when we’re talking about the overall well-
being and the quality of life of people.”

He explained that in the field of human ser-
vices, practitioners refer to what is called the 
biopsychosocial model, a broad view that attri-
butes the cause or the outcome of a disease to 
the interaction of biological, psychological and 
social factors. 

“But we often neglect to include the spirituality of 
that person, when in fact spirituality connects on all 
three of those levels,” Mr. Chesney remarked.  

“It is important to recognize that people with dis-
abilities do have faith and are interested in it, and we 
need to take the time to help them explore, express 
and develop their faith,” he said. 

He considered the Scripture passage of Jesus curing 
the blind man and how, afterwards, the Pharisees tried 
to exploit the man and use him as a means of convict-
ing Jesus. 

“People with disabilities are often exploited. 
They’re not believed, or listened to, or honored,” Mr. 
Chesney said. “We need to start listening, honoring, 
supporting and advocating for them.”

He expressed his hopes that, in the wake of the 
“Fully Alive” symposium and with the support of di-
ocesan ministries, parishes continue to reach out to 
parishioners with disabilities to hear their struggles or 
support their needs.

“Disabilities are just another aspect of life. You 
don’t need to be fearful of people with disabilities. 
You don’t need to use kid gloves around a person with 
a disability. We are all people,” he said, acknowledg-
ing the uncertainty that people might have about in-
teracting with a person with a disability. “Just interact. 
Just do. Just be. That’s all anyone wants.” 

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Knights of Columbus representatives recently presented two checks to Bishop Ronald Gainer at the  
Diocesan Center, Harrisburg. Totaling more than $4,500, the monies will be used to support diocesan 
vocations as well as the diocese’s retired religious. Presenting the funds for the Knights were, from 
left, Gerry Krall, former State Advocate; Wayne Freet, Vice Supreme Master; Luis Villegas, Hispanic  
Coordinator; Paul Sharum, State Secretary; and Michael Yakubick, State Director of Youth and Squires.
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Be Patient with Those in Error
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC

Special to The Witness 

Some time ago, while I was teaching in the South Bronx, one of the Sisters with 
whom I lived asked me to walk several blocks with her to our local pharmacy. As we 
walked down the block together, a woman “who worked on the street” approached 
us. She was in her “working” clothes. You see, I used to walk many of my students 
to an after-school child care center several blocks from school. During the walk 
back to the school, I used to greet those men and women who “worked” on the street 
waiting for their next customer. The woman who approached us 
was one of those with whom I regularly conversed. In the past, 
she would ask me for prayer and wisdom 
to leave the employment in which she 
was engaged. Then she would confess to 
me that she didn’t have enough courage 
to leave it – yet.

As she approached us, I greeted her 
like I would greet any Hispanic woman I 
knew; with a peck on the cheek. The Sis-
ter that I walked with followed my exam-
ple, but she had no clue who this person 
was. She assumed that she was a parent of one of my students. 
It was many years later that I told her what happened on the way to the pharmacy.

I am reminded of this story when I begin to write about the fifth spiritual work 
of mercy: Be patient with those in error. As I reached out to the cyber sphere to do 
research on this work of mercy, I found that there is very, very little that is written 
about this topic. The musings of those who are more educated and better versed than 
I are no help.

So, I begin to pray to my Beloved, asking Him for guidance as I put words on 
paper. My conversation with Him goes like this: “Where am I to begin?” “Why are 
you writing about Works of Mercy in the first place?” “Pope Francis’ dictate: the 
Extraordinary Year of Mercy.” “Yes, begin with him! Begin with his words.” “Re-
ally? There?” With an “audible” giggle, “Yup!” So here I begin!

I believe the most misquoted saying of Pope Francis was, “Who am I to judge?” 
that he said very early in his pontificate. You all know the heyday that simple sen-
tence took hold within the public press, causing much consternation. But in reality, 
“Who am I to judge” is, I believe, the foundation to this work of mercy. Let me 
explain.

On one side of the argument are those individuals who would point to me and 
say that since I don’t wear a habit that goes down to the floor, that I don’t teach in a 
classroom or that my apostolic work is not in a hospital, I am not a “true Sister;” I 
am not truly Catholic. These same individuals are quick to point out that the “true” 
liturgy is said in a specific language, not in the vernacular of a country; that the 
Church was better off before the changes of Vatican Council II. To see the world 
through these lenses makes an individual truly Catholic.

On the other side, the comment by Pope Francis as spun by the media denoted that 
there was now an acceptance for same-sex marriages, gay rights, cohabitation, and 
any alternative lifestyle that has become widely accepted in our society. Now, there 
is an apparent “open arms” that allows “all kinds” of individuals into the Church 
when they were not welcomed before.

Both viewpoints are far from the Truth that this work of mercy presents to us. It 
calls each of us to be patient with those that have a different sense of personal righ-
teousness because (NEWSFLASH) we are ALL sinners! Every single one of us is 
a sinner! Every. Single. One.

Do we really understand what this means? I truly don’t think so. Think of the 
place where you are most broken, most vulnerable and most determined to keep a 
secret. Can you imagine opening that woundedness to Jesus’ healing love and be 
truly set free from it? If you doubt this can happen, ask someone in recovery from 
addiction about the freedom that comes in knowing that they can’t control their ad-
diction. But, Christ can! So the addict surrenders their addiction to Him! This is true 
redemption! This is true freedom! This is truly amazing grace!

So every member of my family (the entire human family) deserves the same love, 
patience and understanding from me that I have received from my Beloved. In fact, 
we are called to share this mercy especially with those who differ from us! Peace-
fully! Our common sinfulness and brokenness should give us a deeper love not only 
of God who heals and loves, but our brothers and sisters as well.

This is the type of love that embraces all as a true brother or a sister – even giving 
them a peck on the cheek!

(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network Coordi-
nator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for Wives in the 
Diaconate Program. An educator for 29 years, she is responsible for Professional 
Development Programs for every age learner. Through her presentations, she chal-
lenges her audiences to be the individual God has called them to be.) 

Thoughts
from a Catholic  

Evangelist
Sister Geralyn 
Schmidt, SCC

Vox Clamantis 
One Crying in  
the Wilderness 

Jim Gontis

From the Mountaintop  
to the Valley

By Jim Gontis
Special to The Witness

After a vacation, do you think or say, “I wish it didn’t have to end?” Or maybe, 
despite the sun and the fun, you have thought, “I’m so tired; now I really need 
a vacation!” In any case, while my last article focused on summer vacation as 
a little foretaste of Heaven, we know that is just what it is…a 
little hint of a foretaste of never-ending bliss. But vacations 
do end. We are not in Heaven yet. We 
hope to get there one day, but we are 
not there. We descend from the moun-
taintop of vacation, literally or meta-
phorically. We have to come back to 
the valley. You know the valley, right? 
We hear about it in hymns, in scripture, 
and in the Salve Regina: “Hail, holy 
Queen, Mother of Mercy, our life, our 
sweetness, and our hope. To thee do we 
come, poor banished children of Eve. To thee do we send up 
our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley of tears.”

We come back to unpaid bills that don’t pay themselves. Our kids experience 
the excitement, but also the anxieties, of a new grade, perhaps a new school, 
maybe even an overly-ambitious summer assignment due on the first day of 
school by a well-intentioned, but over-zealous teacher. For adults and kids 
alike, no more sleeping in and then heading to the lake, beach or pool. Now it 
is up early and off we go…to work, to school, to practice, to home, and then 
we get up and do it again. This is the sometimes normal, often chaotic, grit and 
grind and gristle of the work-a-day world.  

Life is good. That’s true! But it isn’t easy. He never said it would be. Ever 
found the Bible verse where God says, “In this world you will have it easy?” 
Nope. Why not? ’Cause it ain’t! The visionary of Lourdes, St. Bernadette, was 
reportedly told by our Blessed Mother, “I cannot promise you happiness in 
this life, but in the next.” By “the next,” the Blessed Mother was talking about 
Heaven.

But we have to die in the state of grace to get to Heaven. To do this, we must 
die to self in this world. Not only do we have to die to our own weaknesses and 
sins…hard enough…but also the sins and weaknesses of others. These sins and 
weaknesses can run the gamut…from dissembling, to gossip, to meanness, to 
jealousy, to vulgarity, to rudeness.  

To be true disciples of Christ, we must come back from the mountaintop, 
walk in this valley of darkness, take up our cross each day and follow Him. 
Whether at work, school, or home, we sometimes, perhaps often, deal with dif-
ficult situations and difficult people. Maybe there are people who, for no good 
reason, dislike us or hate us, or ignore us, or envy us.  

Sometimes we deal with such difficult situations and persons with aplomb, 
sometimes not so much. If you, like me, have fallen into the “not so much” 
category, okay, let’s face up to it. That’s why Jesus gave us the Sacrament of 
Confession. Thank you, Lord Jesus, for the Sacrament of Confession. In the 
medicine closet of the Confessional, the God of Mercy comes to meet us with 
the salve of compassion….and we know that we are forgiven, and even have the 
words that we are forgiven.

Whether one has been on the giving end of sin as deceiver, excluder, detrac-
tor, insulter, liar, cheater, blasphemer, fornicator, adulterer, or thief…pick your 
sin…go to Confession and let God do His merciful re-generating work.  

Or maybe we have been on the receiving end of one or more of these sins. 
Perhaps we have been deceived, excluded, detracted from, insulted, or at least 
perceive ourselves to have been. If so, do not commit spiritual suicide and hold 
a grudge. Will anyone who dies as a grudge-holder enter Heaven? Jesus indi-
cates no. Rather, He tells us that the extent to which we give mercy and forgive-
ness is the extent to which we will receive it.  

This does not mean that we will always feel “warm fuzzies” for the person we 
have forgiven. But feelings are not the MAIN event. That is not to say that feel-
ings are unimportant. We deceive ourselves if we say feelings are not important. 
But feelings, important as they are, are not the primary thing in life; actions 
are. So, if someone has offended us, let us make an act of the will and forgive 
that person or persons. Let us harbor no grudges. Are there any exceptions to 
that which must be forgiven? Jesus gave no exceptions. He gave the ultimate 
witness of forgiveness from the Cross: “Father, forgive them. They know not 
what they do.” He also told us that, to be true sons and daughters of the Father, 
we must love our enemies and do good to those who persecute us. Easy to say, 
hard to do. Do it anyway. And to the nay-sayers (there are always nay-sayers) 
who would say, “Now wait a minute, I’ve seen you angry or impatient, or when 
you did not seem kind or forgiving or merciful,” we say, “Yes, you have. Sorry 
about that. But I am not going to let it keep me down.” There are many who 
think they do not need forgiveness. Those who are either too prideful to say 
they are sorry, or too prideful to think they have done nothing wrong. There 
are many others who will express it to some and not to others. These are to be 
pitied, not loathed. Forgive them anyway.  

Make an act of contrition, confess your sins, receive absolution, and do your 
penance. In the Confessional your sins are not only forgiven, but destroyed by 
the Blood of the Lamb. There may still need to be some reparation that needs 
to be made for the damage the sins have done, but once confessed honestly and 
absolved by the priest, the sins themselves are wiped out. And, once confessed, 
sins are like excrement; they are to be flushed, not examined. Express to God 
sorrow for them. 

So now it is time for work and school, and transitions. The upcoming year 
will come with 1,001 challenges. Let us rise up to meet them. Let us forgive 
and seek forgiveness. “O Sacred Heart of Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary, conform us to your Merciful Heart...and one day, a day unknown to us 
now, when we have completed our walk through this “valley of tears,” bring us 
to that vacation without end on your endless shores. Amen.”

(Jim Gontis is the Director of the Diocesan Department of Religious Educa-
tion and the Director of Sports Ministry.) 
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The life and prayer ministry of the Discalced Car-
melite Nuns in Elysburg took center stage in the 
September 22, 1978, edition of The Catholic Wit-
ness, as the nuns marked that year the 25th anniver-
sary of their presence in the diocese. The Carmelite 
community there, which moved to Danville in 2008, is 
pictured with Msgr. Walter Shaull, Diocesan Vicar 
for Religious, who celebrated a Mass for the anni-
versary. 
Though this band of Carmelites relocated to Dan-

ville, the monastery still stands, and is currently 
the home of the Carmel of Jesus, Mary and Joseph and 
another group of Discalced Carmelites.
The 1978 feature article by Paul Cullen and pho-

tography by Charlie Blahusch offered a glimpse into 
the lives of the nuns – centered on the Eucharist in 
silence, solitude, labor and prayer.
“Perhaps we represent the spiritual quality of 

man. We feel the world needs us as much as it needs 
doctors, teachers,” said Sister Joan Lundy, the su-
perior at the time. “There is no end to what we can 
touch through prayer.”

Witness History:
A Look Back at  

50 Years of Photos

Send Us Your Recipes and Stories!
With our “Feeding the Faith” series, The Catholic Witness is looking to support family 

meal time by sharing family recipes in upcoming editions, as well as scripture and “food 
for thought.” Do you have a significant dish and memory to share with us? You may mail a 
copy of the recipe and your thoughts to 4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg, PA 17111 or 
email it to witness@hbgdiocese.org.

Centralia’s Ukrainian Catholic 
Church to Host Pilgrimage 

In the abandoned, deso-
late borough of Centralia, 
destroyed by an under-
ground mine fire, which 
resulted in the relocation 
of all but a handful of 
residents and the demo-
tion of all but a few build-
ings, there sits on a hilltop 
overlooking the once-
thriving town a white 
church capped by three 
onion-shaped blue domes. 
The stately Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic 
Church has towered over 
Centralia since the first 
services were held there 
in 1912, after the parish 
was founded on August 
15, 1911. 

Today, while the town is 
a memory, the church still 
serves a thriving parish 
family, with congregants 
driving to the hilltop 
on Sundays and Holy 
Days from communities 
throughout the area.

During his historic visit in November 2015, His Beatitude Major-Archbishop Svi-
atoslav Shevchuk, Primate of the world-wide Ukrainian Catholic Church, marveled 
at the continuing presence of the church in Centralia. He also noted how this coal 
region parish fostered four priestly vocations and three sisters to the religious life.

From the visit of Patriarch Sviatoslav and with the encouragement of Metropoli-
tan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadel-
phia, the place was designated a holy site of pilgrimage.

The first pilgrimage will be held Sunday, August 28 and the Very Reverend Mi-
chael Hutsko, pastor, invites all to join with Metropolitan-Archbishop Soroka and 
clergy for a day of prayer and spiritual blessings.

The theme of the pilgrimage is: “Beseeching God’s Mercy—Praying for the Inter-
cession of the Mother of God.” 

During this Jubilee Year of Mercy, the church has also been designated a Holy 
Door of Mercy and all pilgrims are invited to walk through the Holy Door for spe-
cial blessings.

The pilgrimage begins at noon with the celebration of the Divine Liturgy with 
Archbishop Stefan as the main celebrant. Homilist at the liturgy will be Father Vasyl 
Kharuk, Spiritual Director at St. Josaphat Seminary and an Extraordinary Minister 
of Mercy during this Jubilee Year of Mercy.  

There will be a Living Rosary prayed at 2:30 p.m. before the historic and jeweled 
18th century copy of the Icon of Our Lady of Pochaiv. Father John Szada, Chaplain 
of the Carmel of Jesus, Mary and Joseph in Elysburg, will provide a reflection at the 
conclusion of the Rosary. 

At 4 p.m., all will gather at the outdoor chapel for a candlelight procession to the 
church for the celebration of a Moleben to the Mother of God. Archbishop Stefan 
will again be the main celebrant as well as homilist during the Moleben.  

Prior to entering the church, the Blessing of Water for the Jubilee Year will take 
place at the Grotto of the Holy Cross. That newly blessed Jubilee Water will then be 
distributed to all pilgrims. 

At the conclusion of the Moleben, prayers for healing and the anointing for the 
healing of soul and body will take place, as well as the opportunity to venerate the 
Icon of Our Lady of Pochaiv.     

Confessions will be available throughout the day at various locations on the 
church grounds. There will be religious articles for sale, which will be blessed at the 
conclusion of the Living Rosary in the outdoor chapel.   

Food service will be provided from 1-4 p.m. This is a rain or shine event. Handi-
cap parking will be provided on the church grounds. Off-site parking and shuttle van 
service will be provided from specially designated areas near the church. The church 
is located on North Paxton Street, 2 Blocks North of Route 42 in Centralia.

For more information, contact the church rectory at 570-339-0650.
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Shortly before the men and women are 
called to board the aircraft, Father Willen-
berg stands up, and with the heavy jump 
gear fastened to his fit body, he sluggishly 
makes his way to the center of the shelter 
to lead everyone in a prayer.

Yes, this priest prays, works, trains and 
jumps out of airplanes with the men and 
women in the second battalion of the 3rd 
Brigade in the U.S. Army’s famed 82nd 
Airborne Division’s 505th Parachute 
Infantry Regiment located at Fort Bragg 
in Fayetteville.

Though he is an ordained priest of the 
Diocese of Providence, Rhode Island, 
Father Willenberg also is a captain in 
the U.S. Army and one of the dwindling 
numbers of Catholic chaplains serving in 
the U.S. military.

Chaplains have had a presence in the 
American military since the U.S. Army 
Chaplains Corps was established July 29, 
1775.

Military chaplains are commissioned 
officers serving in the U.S. Army, Navy, 
Air Force, Marine Corps and Coast 
Guard. The priests are basically on loan 
from their dioceses while they serve. Un-
like traditional parish priests, most chap-
lains work side-by-side with their flock.

For God and Country: 
Priests Navigate U.S. Armed Forces as Chaplains

By Chaz Muth 
Catholic News Service

At first glance, it’s difficult to 
distinguish Father Lukasz J. 

Willenberg as a Catholic priest as he 
gathers with U.S. Army paratroopers 
preparing for a training jump at Pope 
Field near Fayetteville, North Caro-
lina.

Instead of wearing the traditional 
black clerics, the 34-year-old Pol-
ish immigrant is sporting fatigues, a 
camouflage helmet and a contraption 
strapped to his back that will release 
a parachute after he jumps out of a 
military aircraft, along with the scores 
of other soldiers waiting in that same 
harness shed.

“I spend most of my day with the 
people I serve with, so my involvement 
in their lives is definitely more intensified 
than when I served as a parish priest,” 
Father Willenberg said. “It’s the commis-
sion of Jesus in the purest sense, to go 
out and preach and teach and baptize, go 
everywhere basically and give yourself 
completely to those you are with.”

He views his chaplaincy as a way of 
fulfilling Pope Francis’ call to priests to 
get out of their rectories and smell like the 
sheep.

“It’s the beautiful aspect of being a 
chaplain,” Father Willenberg said. “As 
a priest, there is no greater fulfillment. 
There are so many opportunities to impact 
the lives of the people we serve with and 
their families.”

To say there is a shortage of Catholic 
military chaplains currently serving in 
the U.S. armed forces is an understate-
ment, according to Archbishop Timothy 
P. Broglio of the U.S. Archdiocese for the 
Military Services in Washington.

The U.S. Department of Defense 
estimates there are 1.3 million active duty 
and 811,000 reserve men and women 
serving in all five branches of the U.S. 
military, about 25 percent of whom are 

Catholic.
Yet, there are 

only 214 priests 
on active duty 
serving in the U.S. 
military, account-
ing for about 8 
percent of the 
chaplain corps, 
Archbishop Bro-
glio told Catholic 
News Service 
during a June 
interview.

It’s about 500 
priests fewer than 
the archbishop 
says there should 
be just to meet the 
pastoral needs of 
the people serv-
ing in the armed 
forces and their 
families.

So, if you 
break the current 
numbers down 
just for the active 
duty service men 
and women, there 
are currently 214 
chaplains serving 
approximately 
325,000 Catho-
lics in the U.S. 
military, or about 
a priest for every 
1,519 Catholic 

and that doesn’t include their family 
members.

The military does contract with priests 
near several military installations to 
help out and in some cases serve as the 
Catholic presence, but there is always a 
preference for a chaplain who is actually 
embedded in that particular branch of the 
armed forces, Archbishop Broglio said.

“There is a tremen-
dous gap between 
the need for Catholic 
priests and their 
actual presence in 
the military,” he said. 
“This means that 
you have installa-
tions where if the 
archdiocese is unable 
to find a contractor 
who might fill in for 
the military chaplain, 
there simply isn’t a 
Catholic program.”

So far the archdio-
cese has been able 
to ensure a chaplain 
is on every aircraft 
carrier in the U.S. fleet, allowing each of 
these men to minister to all of the sur-
rounding ships, but with only 48 priests 
currently serving in the U.S. Navy, 
Archbishop Broglio isn’t sure that can 
continue to be the case.

Contract priests tend to be older clergy 
members, sometimes they are former 
military, and in cases where there is no 
chaplain available, they are able to offer 
essential Catholic services and can be 
available for counseling.

Though Archbishop Broglio is grateful 
for each contract priest who serves, he 
said that “his ability to minister is limited 
by the fact that he doesn’t necessarily 
have the security clearance and he can’t 
always go where the men and women 
work.”

There are a number of reasons why the 
number of military chaplains has dropped 
from more than 400 at the turn of the 21st 
century to the current 214.

There are fewer priests serving in U.S. 
dioceses than during the vocations hey-
day of the mid-20th century.

Though there has been a bit of an up-
tick in ordinations in recent years, most 
dioceses and archdioceses are still ending 
up with a net loss of clergy, because for 
every priest ordained each year, some-
times two are leaving ministry because of 
retirement or death.

Another factor is that priests tend to be 
older at ordination than Protestant clergy, 
making the physical demands and the age 
requirements of serving in the military 
more restrictive for many current Catho-
lic priests, Archbishop Broglio said.

It’s also a difficult decision for a bishop 

or archbishop to release one of their 
priests to serve in the military, since most 
of them are dealing with clergy shortages 
of their own.

When Providence Bishop Thomas J. 
Tobin was approached by Father Wil-
lenberg about his desire to service as an 
Army chaplain, the answer wasn’t im-
mediately yes.

Bishop Tobin’s pri-
mary responsibility 
is to Catholics in the 
state of Rhode Island 
and he told CNS that 
losing the “ministry 
of a fine young priest 
like Father Luke” 
was a significant sac-
rifice for the diocese.

He ended up releas-
ing Father Willenberg 
to serve for at least 
a three-year tour in 
the army, but said he 
struggled with the 
decision.

Numerous recruit-
ing efforts have been 

employed to bring more priests into the 
military chaplaincy corps, including bian-
nual discernment retreats for interested 
eligible clergy.

The Archdiocese for the Military Ser-
vices also now has a full-time vocations 
director.

 Though Archbishop Broglio has been 
encouraged by the number of recruits in 
recent years, he said it will take years of 
steady increases to reach the number of 
Catholic chaplains he really needs.

Archbishop Broglio and the numer-
ous chaplains interviewed by CNS say 
chaplains have an essential role in the 
military. They all say having priests 
embedded in each branch of the military 
provides them access to serve as a moral 
compass to those who make life and 
death decisions.

“A large part of my effectiveness 
comes because I live the life of the 
people that I serve,” said Father Michael 
A. Mikstay, a Navy chaplain currently 
serving at Marine Corps Recruit Depot 
San Diego. “Those hardships that men 
and women endure in combat, I endure in 
combat.

“That gains me entrance into people’s 
lives that can’t be accomplished simply 
because you’re a clergy person,” he told 
CNS during a May interview.””My cred-
ibility rests on that very fact that wher-
ever that unit, that command that I’m 
assigned to goes, I go. Whatever training 
they do, I do. They’re sent to combat, I 
go. Day in and day out, especially in war, 
we’re there.”

Father Lukasz J. Willenberg, a 
captain and second battalion  
chaplain of the 3rd Brigade in the 
U.S. Army’s 82nd Airborne Division’s 
505th Parachute Infantry Regiment 
located at Fort Bragg in Fayetteville, 
N.C., waits to jump out of an airplane 
at Pope Field near Fayetteville as 
part of the training that prepares him 
to deploy to combat zones. 

CNS/CHAZ MUTH
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By Chaz Muth
Catholic News Service

It may sound like an oxymoron, but Father Michael A. Mikstay says some of the 
most peaceful moments of his military chaplaincy have been spent in a war zone.

Knowing that he is bringing peace, comfort and pastoral care to the men and wom-
en serving their country in a combat zone has given the long-serving Navy chaplain 
an enormous sense of serenity that mutes the danger, chaos, calamity, casualties and 
atrocities he has also seen in war.

“There are obviously times when, just like anyone 
else, we are full of fear for our lives, we’re full of con-
cern that we may not make it back,” Father Mikstay told 
Catholic News Service as he reflected on his last deploy-
ment to Iraq in 2013. “But at the same time, it’s know-
ing that what we do there is paramount for the spiritual 
needs for those marines, or any of the services present, 
that helps us push through that fear.”

Military men and women in a combat zone suffer if 
they’re not prepared spiritually and knowing that he is 
able to bring those kinds of provisions to them gives him 
an inner peace in a place that is anything but serene.

There is no glory in a war zone, said Father Mikstay, 
who currently serves as a chaplain at Marine Corps Re-
cruit Depot San Diego, and though his role in combat 
reinforces that he is serving where he is most needed, 
there is still no mistaking the fact that “war is hell.”

Heavy casualties among soldiers Father Andrew Law-
rence knew personally made his last deployment in Iraq, 
from 2006 to 2008, an emotionally difficult tour of duty, 
the Army chaplain told CNS during an interview at Fort 
Jackson in Columbia, South Carolina.

Those kinds of casualties required the chaplain to cel-
ebrate Mass during the memorial services, give last rites 
to dying soldiers, counsel others with survivors’ guilt 
and find a way to deal with his own grief.

Because there were so few Catholic chaplains in the 
country at that time, Father Lawrence also was responsi-
ble for the pastoral care of the Catholic military men and 
women serving in all of southern Iraq, meaning that he 
was traveling as much as five days a week just to bring 
them the sacraments.

“It starts to wear you out,” he said. “Emotionally, I 
was worn out. I had a great chaplain assistant who was 
able to help me out both physically and emotionally.”

The role of the chaplain assistant is to protect the chaplain while in combat.
Because the chaplain is a noncombat officer and is not permitted to carry a weapon, 

it’s the armed chaplain assistant who sticks with the priest while he is in the war zone 
to protect him from enemy forces.

“We’re not directly engaging the enemy,” said Sgt. Dennis Houde, the chaplain as-
sistant assigned to Father Lukasz J. Willenberg, a captain and second battalion chap-
lain of the 3rd Brigade in the U.S. Army’s 82nd Airborne Division’s 505th Parachute 
Infantry Regiment located at Fort Bragg in Fayetteville, North Carolina. “We’re just 
trying to protect the chaplain at all costs.”

But, the chaplain assistant also provides the chaplain with administrative support, 
is often his eyes and ears among the troops and serves unofficially as a confidant.

“Sometimes the chaplain assistant keeps the chaplain sane,” Father Willenberg 
said with a smile, “especially in a war zone.”

He needed that kind of support in 2014-15 while he served as a battalion chaplain 
in Afghanistan.

“Serving in a war zone was truly the most powerful experience of my life,” Father 
Willenberg said. “Being there for [the men and women] who simply go out there and 
risk their lives every single day was a privilege.”

To help the soldiers cope with living in a combat situation, Father Willenberg did 
more than provide religious support, he also planned social engagements, put to-
gether a physical training group and organized a marathon.

Father John Reutemann said that his 2015 deployment as an Air Force chaplain in 
Kuwait and Iraq “sucked, but it was awesome.”

Since he was the only Catholic Air Force chaplain in the region at the time, he 
spent much of his six-month deployment flying to small bases in both Iraq and Ku-
wait to celebrate Mass and hear confessions, often coming close to where the so-
called Islamic State (ISIS) was reigning terror.

“That part was revolting and exhilarating at the same time,” said Father Reutemann, 
who is currently serving as a chaplain at Malmstrom Air Force Base in Great Falls, 
Montana. “Here I am, a Catholic priest, an American chaplain, landing in the cobra’s 
den. Not just bringing the good news of Jesus Christ, but bringing the value of the 
First Amendment (of the U.S. Constitution). I’m bringing freedom of expression, 
freedom of religion, in a region that doesn’t have that guarantee.”

The most important duty for any military chaplain is to nurture the living, care for 
the wounded and honor the dead.

Giving last rites and watching someone die is always an emotional experience for 
a priest, but it’s amplified when it’s a member of the military who has died in battle, 
Father Willenberg said.

“At the same time, it’s humbling,” he said. “Who am I that I’m the comforter for 
someone who is dying defending his country? Who am I to absolve somebody from 
sin? You realize that it’s not you doing this. It’s God working through you. It makes 
that experience even more powerful.”

CNS/CHAZ MUTH
Father John G. Breaux Jr., a priest from the  
Diocese of Lafayette, La., gives Communion to a 
new Army soldier during a Mass in March at Fort 
Jackson in Columbia, S.C. Father Breaux was 
training for his new role as a military chaplain at 
the U.S. Army’s Chaplain Basic Officer Leader 
Course at Fort Jackson. 

By Chaz Muth 
Catholic News Service

There is something distinctive about the chapel where Father William J. Brunner now celebrates 
Mass.

It floats.
To be more precise, it’s in a space aboard the U.S. Navy’s warship USS America docked in San 

Diego.
The fresh-faced, 31-year-old priest is one of the newest members of the Navy’s chaplain corps, 

having graduated from chaplaincy school last November. Though he 
hasn’t served on the ship long, he’s already seen how different his new 
ministry is compared to his former parish in the Diocese of Green Bay, 
Wisconsin.

The obvious difference is the worship space. Instead of a church, 
he shares a small room that serves as both a library and a chapel with 
other religions denominations, aboard a ship where fighter planes land 
on deck.

Though the cheery young priest with the megawatt smile celebrates 
Mass in traditional vestments, when he peals the garb off after his re-
ligious service is concluded, he doesn’t reveal traditional black clerics 
with a white collar.

Instead, he is sporting a blue camouflage uniform with the name 
“Brunner” embroidered above his right breast pocket and “U.S. Navy” 
stitched above the left, similar to every other sailor on the ship, except 
he has a cross on his left collar to signify his role as chaplain.

“I administer the sacraments on the ship similarly to the way I did at 
my parish, but the way I conduct my ministry is very different,” Father 
Brunner told Catholic News Service shortly before celebrating daily 
Mass aboard the USS America in May.

Since he’s a Navy officer, he has duties in addition to religious func-
tions, which include inspecting portions of the ship while the sailors 
are conducting routine cleaning.

It doesn’t, however, distract him from his role as chaplain, Father 
Brunner said. It gives him an opportunity to interact with people he 
may not otherwise come into contact with. Plus, their religious tradi-
tions are varied and sometimes nonexistent.

“It’s an opportunity for these folks to connect with a priest,” he said. 
“Sometimes it’s the first time they’ve ever had a conversation with a 
priest.”

Occasionally the dialogue takes on a theological theme and oth-
er times the sailor has a personal issue that requires a sympathetic, 
compassionate and confidential ear, something the ship’s chaplain is 
equipped to handle.

Father Brunner said most of his ministry takes place while he is 
doing something the Navy calls deck plating – walking throughout the ship, making his presence 
known and eagerly connecting with the men and women on board.

The ministry of presence makes the military chaplaincy unique and several chaplains told CNS 
it answers the call from Pope Francis for priests to get out of the rectory and smell like the sheep.

In this message to priests, the pope is calling on them to go out into the world, away from the 
church, and connect with people where they work, reside, play and live life.

That pretty much describes the role of the military chaplain, who frequently works side-by-side 
with his fellow soldiers, airmen, sailors, Marines or “Coasties” (members of the Coast Guard), 
said Father John Reutemann, chaplain at Malmstrom Air Force Base in Great Falls, Montana.

The connection with the men and women he serves with is intensified during a war-zone de-
ployment, because the chaplain shares the same risks and living conditions.

“When Pope Francis starts talking that way, you know, we were joking whether or not he got 
that from us or we got that from him,” Father Reutemann said with a laugh.

The mantra for military chaplains is they nurture the living, care for the wounded and honor 
the dead.

They do that by living the life of a soldier, an airman, a sailor, a Marine or a Coastie, said 
Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio of the U.S. Archdiocese for the Military Services in Washington.

That earns the priest credibility among members of the military, said Father Michael A. Mik-
stay, a Navy chaplain who currently serves at the Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego.

Each time Father Mikstay has been assigned to a Marine Corps unit that has been deployed to a 
war zone, he has gone along with them.

Though he is considered a noncombat member of the military and is not issued a weapon, he 
still trains, travels and sometimes shares living quarters with members of his unit.

“To become one of them makes us effective and gives us entrance into the lives of those we 
serve,” Father Mikstay said.

Smelling like the sheep is what drives Father Lukasz J. Willenberg in his ministry as a chaplain 
in the U.S. Army’s 82nd Airborne Division’s 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment located at Fort 
Bragg in Fayetteville, North Carolina.

Though Father Willenberg is not required to participate in the mandatory 6:30 a.m. formation 
with the other soldiers, he does it anyway to forge camaraderie.

Following formation, he leads a group of men through morning physical training, better known 
as PT, a staple in military life.

Father Willenberg is as devoted to physical fitness as he is to his Catholic faith, which has 
helped him connect with the soldiers, said 1st Sgt. Robert Frame of the Headquarters Company in 
the 82nd Airborne Division.

“I think that helps soldiers to want to seek the chaplain out a little more,” Frame told CNS dur-
ing an interview at Fort Bragg. “It’s easier for them to talk to him, that is if they can keep up with 
him.”

Though Father Willenberg said soldiers do seek his counsel frequently by coming to his office, 
he said many also approach him during morning formation and PT.

“I think it’s very important for me to be there, to be part of morning formation, but also to be 
part of their struggle,” the 34-year-old priest said. “Sometimes it’s cold, sometimes it’s raining, 
sometimes you simply just don’t feel like being there at 6:30 a.m.

“By simply being there, you can prove to them that I care. That I’m here for you no matter 
what.”

The parish priest does know his parishioners and has made it his job to be there for them 
spiritually and emotionally, said Father Andrew Lawrence, program manager for the U.S. Army’s 
Chaplain Basic Officer Leader Course in Fort Jackson, South Carolina.

“But, you’re not sleeping in the same tent with them, you’re not sharing the same risks as 
them,” Father Lawrence said, “whereas in the army you get to know them even before the deploy-
ment begins. You’re doing the same exercises they’re doing, you’re going to PT with them, you’re 
getting to know them on a much more personal level.

“You have a shared experience and I would say that shared experience is amplified when com-
bat is involved.”

Catholic Military Chaplains  
Sometimes Find Peace in a War Zone

Priests See Difference between Parish 
Ministry and Military Chaplaincy

Catch Our Diocesan Chaplains in an Upcoming Edition
As part of the series on Catholic military chaplains, The Catholic 

Witness is planning a feature piece on diocesan priests, Ch. Maj. John 
Bateman, and Ch. Capt. Raymond LaVoie in an upcoming edition. 
Father Bateman, Secretary to the Grand Master Equestrian Order of 
the Holy Sepulcher of Jerusalem, is chaplain for the Pennsylvania Air 
National Guard, and Father LaVoie is chaplain for the Army National 
Guard. 
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By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

Young Americans did extraordinary 
deeds in the American Civil War, fought 
on battlefields whose names still resonate 
in a hallowed and profound sense. There’s 
Shiloh, Chickamauga, Fredericksburg 
and Antietam that echo still, but it must 
be Gettysburg that beckons us back most 
of all. 

It seems we live in a time where com-
munication is valued above most any-
thing. Never does an hour go by without 
checking a phone for a message. And in a 
moment’s notice, a message can be seen 
and reacted to in mere seconds. All of this 
communication can connect us in positive 
and productive ways. But that message, 
of course, can be destructive and harmful. 
It all depends upon the motivation of the 
communicator.

Historical study is scoffed at today by 
many as a dusty irrelevant pursuit, espe-
cially so by young people who seem con-
sumed by the immediacy of the present. 
“The past is the past; it’s dead,” we are 
told, so why be stuck looking back. 

Yet it can be fascinating to study time-
honored traits that have not changed 
much from then to now. Courage, for-
titude, knowledge, industriousness and 
a prudent spirit centered upon working 
together in unity are not so much in the 
distant past. It’s now more than then, if 
you think about it.

Andrew Adam over the past several 
years dedicated his efforts to an Eagle 
Scout Project that is exemplary in cru-
cial ways. The 16-year-old parishioner 
at Saint Katherine Drexel Church in Me-
chanicsburg, with the help of scores and 
scores of good-intentioned people, built 
Unity Park at Gettysburg over the past 
several years.

Last summer the park was dedicated. It 
sits in the heart of Gettysburg at the base 
of East Cemetery Hill on the property 
of Gettysburg Area School District. It’s 
a wonderful location for the park – hal-
lowed ground that witnessed the Union 
retreat through the town on the battle’s 
first day. It’s also ground that became 
a “no man’s land” between the armies, 
where sharpshooters on both sides killed 
with indiscriminate precision. Gettysburg 
has many pieces of ground key to the bat-
tle – this area is one of them. 

Only yards away, along Baltimore Pike, 

stand two large sycamore trees that wit-
nessed Abraham Lincoln’s trek to Cem-
etery Hill, where he delivered 272 impor-
tant words four months after the battle.

“I am just so thankful and grateful to 
all the talented people who were involved 
in this project with me,” Andrew said in 
a recent interview, accompanied by his 
younger brother Christopher at the Dioce-
san Center in Harrisburg. “It was just jaw 
dropping to see all the people who helped 
me along the way come together.”

The project began when Andrew and 
his brother wondered together why there 
was not a monument to Civil War musi-
cians – namely drummer boys – at Get-
tysburg. It’s a good question, given that 
there are nearly 1,400 monuments at Get-
tysburg. 

Both Andrew and Christopher have 
been living historians with the 1st Penn-
sylvania Reserve Volunteer Corps, a fife 
and drum corps with the Army of the Po-
tomac, which fought in many of the war’s 
bloodiest battles in the Eastern Theater. 

Soon after they asked that important 
question of why there is no monument 
highlighting the remarkable contribu-
tions musicians made to the Civil War for 
both the blue and the gray, the two built 
a Lego® model that would a couple of 
years later become the Unity Park that 
graces Gettysburg today. 

Often times the study of the Civil War 
bogs down in myriad details of the tacti-
cal happenings of combat. There is plenty 
of hyperbolic historical exaggeration ev-
ery student must wade through; however, 
the impact of Civil War musicians has 
never been given its proper due. “Music 
has done its share, and more than its share 
in winning this war,” Union General Phil-
ip Sheridan said after the war. General 
Sheridan was as profane, no-nonsense, 
hard-edged a fighter as there was in the 
war. 

Over 90 percent of a soldier’s time in 
the war was spent in camp. So music was 
a unifying medicine for homesick boys 
off to war far from home. It was entertain-
ment as brass, fife and drum corps played 
favorite melodies associated with patrio-
tism, home and love. In addition, music at 
times brought humanity to all the killing 
that was occurring for 1,400 days of civil 
war.

Once, at Spotsylvania, Virginia, where 
some the war’s most terrible assaults oc-
curred, Confederate and Union bands 

Commentary
Extraordinary Eagle Scout Project  
a Testament to Unity at Gettysburg
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stood atop the breastworks easily within 
firing range as dead bodies were strewn 
like leaves on the ground and played 
tunes like “Home Sweet Home” and 
“Taps” – both moving anthems to the real 
sacrifices every soldier made in the war 
no matter from north or south. There was 
no shooting as these two bands played 
back and forth on a horrible battlefield.

Several of the most famous drummer 
boys of the Civil War are Johnny Clem, 
Willie Johnston and Thomas Sparks. An 
amazing fact about drummer boys is that 
they usually enlisted, though they were 
sometimes only 11 or 12 years old. Too 
young to carry a musket, they were mus-
tered in the army to play the drum. And 
drum calls were vital to communicating 
on the battlefield. There were drum rolls 
that meant “Attack” or beats that meant 
“Rally here.” All of this communicat-
ing was done under fire by mere boys as 
shells exploded and men were dying in 
droves around them. It was superlative 
bravery and fortitude exhibited by these 
musicians.

Johnny Clem earned fame with the 
22nd Michigan at Chickamauga, Georgia, 
where the 12-year-old picked up a mus-
ket and dropped a Rebel colonel with a 
crack shot in the din of battle. He is bur-
ied in Arlington National Cemetery, hav-
ing lived until 1916. He’s buried rightly 
so with thousands of other American he-
roes. Willie Johnston of Vermont won the 
Medal of Honor for his fortitude in the 
Seven Days battles outside Richmond, 
Virginia, in the summer of 1862 with the 
3rd Vermont. He remains the youngest to 
ever earn that distinguished award at age 
13. Thomas Sparks served with three of 
his brothers with the 59th Georgia and 
was wounded then captured at Gettysburg 
when the Confederates were forced to re-
treat after incurring 27,000 casualties. 

One of the best things about Unity Park 
is that there are historical wayside mark-
ers that give these stories voice. They also 
provide a Civil War novice or advanced 
historian a great education about music, 
and its vital role in communication 150 
years ago. There are QR technology scan 
codes that allow the visitor to listen to 
drum and bugle calls as well as musical 
pieces played on the battlefield and in 
camp.  

Unity Park, easy to access, is a tremen-
dous accomplishment completed by a 
young man, who was barely 15 years old 

when this two-year project was finished 
last summer. Talking with Andrew Adam, 
it is not a stretch to place this poised, ar-
ticulate young man in Civil War battle 
150 years ago. Plenty brave, he seems to 
ignore the cannon fire exploding above 
him, all the while playing the drum for 
his regiment in the heat of combat. Easy 
also to picture him firing a musket in a 
dire moment of battle, only to be merciful 
in advance and retreat to help the fallen 
wounded crying for help no matter Rebel 
or Yankee. Not hard to imagine

So many people helped Andrew com-
plete this project that is made with 100 
percent American materials. Make no 
mistake, Andrew was given support and 
help by many generous people, but he 
was the one who did the hard work to 
raise the $200,000 to fund the project. He 
made countless calls and e-mails to peo-
ple he never met before, and also rolled 
up his sleeves and did much of the “dirty 
work” of building benches and landscap-
ing. Without a $5,000 donation at the be-
ginning of the project by the American 
Legion, Andrew may not have been able 
to get the project off the ground, and he 
is especially grateful to the faithful spon-
sorship of this organization throughout 
the project. The Pennsylvania Ameri-
can Legion awarded Andrew with the 
2016 Eagle Scout of the Year Award last 
month as a testament to his determination 
to complete this project at the world’s 
most famous and recognizable battle-
field. Andrew is a member of Troop 88 of 
Mechanicsburg, and many of his fellow 
Scouts enthusiastically provided labor 
and support.

The park features a drummer boy mon-
ument sculpted in the north and rests upon 
a pedestal which was uniquely mined and 
delivered from a southern quarry near At-
lanta – the epicenter of the Civil War in 
the summer of 1864. There are numerous 
other examples of northern and southern 
collaborations and symbolism in the park, 
all envisioned by this industrious young 
man, whose central thematic goal from 
the beginning was building unity.

“Unity begins with ‘U,’” Andrew said. 
It’s a statement listed on the pedestal of 
the monument. It’s a message the world 
sorely needs these days, Andrew feels. 
“There is so much division today. We 
must come together more…. 99 percent 
of the people on this project I didn’t know 
until we began working on it. It was 
jaw-dropping see all the people come to-
gether; they all took a huge step for me to 
make this happen.”

“I worked with talented people of all 
religions who saw the potential in me 
and this project,” Andrew said. “So many 
went out of their way to help me, and all 
have different backgrounds and go to dif-
ferent churches, but we did this together.” 

“Met on a great battlefield,” they in-
deed did come together in a profound way 
to accomplish an extraordinary tribute 
led quite ably by one young, determined 
American at Gettysburg. 

Unity Park,  
gracing East  

Cemetery Hill in  
Gettysburg.
CHRIS HEISEY,  

THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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feast too, because our Blessed 
Mother goes before us to show us, 
to demonstrate what lies ahead for 
us, if we too accept God’s grace 
for us and live according to God’s 
will. Our reward too will be great.”

As Bishop Gainer remarked that 
“Mary is already there and shows 
us what lies ahead,” a camper in-
terjected, “I live it!” Smiles spread 
across faces as the campers lis-
tened, and some others agreed 
that they too live it. The bishop 
responded to this camper’s good 
faith with, “You live it? Good for 
you! I’m glad to hear that. We all 
want to live that way, we all want 
to live in God’s grace, we all want 
to do God’s will and Mary is our 
great example.”

After listening to the bishop’s 
homily and observing the love in 

Diocesan Camp
Continued from 1

Matt Ross looks on during a presentation from “Reptile Man,” Jesse Rothacker.

Campers’ hands and names cover the altar cloth for Mass, symbolizing their membership in the Body of Christ.
Camp volunteer Kaitlin Repp shares a moment with 
camper Sara Beidler.

Peron Lewis touches a snake during a reptile  
presentation at Camp Kirchenwald.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Lindsay Serafini receives Holy Communion from Bishop Ronald Gainer during Mass at Camp Kirchenwald on 
Aug. 15, the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

the campers as they participated 
in the Mass, singing and praying, 
it was so powerful to see God’s 
grace in action: each time a camp-
er wanted to help another, setting 
the table, waiting for a friend who 
didn’t move as quickly, checking 
on someone who was having a 
hard time, and then watching the 
volunteers every day with their 
patience and kindness, helping the 
campers with their art projects, 
folding a shirt, finding a flashlight, 
assisting with hygiene needs, cut-
ting food, or just being someone 
who wanted to listen, even when 
listening was hard and communi-
cation was difficult. We often as-
sociate this kind of patience with 
our parents, just like the patience 
our Heavenly Father and Mother 
have for us. How special a week 
to celebrate our Heavenly Mother 
then by living the Scripture of car-
ing for one another. 
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A favorite motto of Blessed Teresa of 
Kolkata was: “Do small things with great 
love.”

But the “small things” she did so capti-
vated the world that she was showered with 
honorary degrees and other awards, almost 
universally praised by the media and sought 
out by popes, presidents, philanthropists 
and other figures of wealth and influence. 

Despite calls on her time from all over 
the globe Mother Teresa always returned to 
India to be with those she loved most – the 
lonely, abandoned, homeless, disease-rav-
aged, dying, “poorest of the poor” in Kol-
kata’s streets. 

On Sept. 4, Pope Francis, who has spent 
this year preaching about mercy, will can-
onize Mother Teresa, who traveled the 
world to deliver a single message: that love 
and caring are the most important things in 
the world. 

“The biggest disease today,” she once 
said, “is not leprosy or tuberculosis, but 
rather the feeling of being unwanted, un-
cared for and deserted by everybody. The 
greatest evil is the lack of love and charity, 
the terrible indifference toward one’s neigh-
bor who lives at the roadside, assaulted by 
exploitation, corruption, poverty and dis-
ease.”

Her influence is worldwide. The Mis-
sionaries of Charity, which Mother Teresa 
founded in 1950, has more than 5,300 ac-
tive and contemplative sisters today. In 
addition, there are Missionaries of Char-
ity Fathers, and active and contemplative 
brothers. In 1969, in response to growing 
interest of laypeople who wanted to be as-
sociated with her work, an informally struc-
tured, ecumenical International Associa-
tion of Co-Workers of Mother Teresa was 
formed. 

The members of the congregation take 
vows of poverty, chastity and obedience, 
but the vow of poverty is stricter than in 
other congregations because, as Mother 
Teresa explained, “to be able to love the 
poor and know the poor, we must be poor 
ourselves.” In addition, the Missionaries 
of Charity – sisters and brothers – take a 
fourth vow of “wholehearted and free ser-
vice to the poorest of the poor.”

The tiny, wizened Mother Teresa in her 
familiar white and blue sari opened houses 
for the destitute and dying, for those with 
AIDS, for orphans and for people with lep-
rosy. She founded houses in Cuba and the 
then-Soviet Union – countries not generally 
open to foreign Church workers. 

Her combination of serene, simple faith 
and direct, practical efficiency often amazed 
those who came in contact with her. 

In 1982, when Israeli troops were hold-
ing Beirut under siege in an effort to root 
out the Palestine Liberation Organization, 
Mother Teresa visited a community of her 
nuns at Spring School, a home for the aged 
in East Beirut. It was her first visit in a war 
zone but not her last. 

Meeting with Red Cross officials about 
relief needs, she asked what their most seri-
ous problem was. They took her to a nearby 
mental hospital that had just been bombed, 
requiring immediate evacuation of 37 men-
tally and physically handicapped children. 

“I’ll take them,” she said. 
“What stunned everyone was her en-

ergy and efficiency,” a Red Cross official 
involved in the evacuation said afterward. 
“She saw the problem, fell to her knees and 
prayed for a few seconds, and then she was 
rattling off a list of supplies she needed – 
nappies [diapers], plastic pants, chamber 
pots. We didn’t expect a saint to be so ef-
ficient.”

She was an advocate for children and was 
outspoken against abortion.

In a 1981 visit to New York, she proposed 
a characteristically direct and simple solu-
tion to the problem of unwanted pregnancy: 
“If you know anyone who does not want the 
child, who is afraid of the child, then tell 
them to give that child to me.”

When Mother Teresa received the No-
bel Peace Prize in Oslo, Norway, Dec. 10, 
1979, she accepted it “in the name of the 
hungry, of the naked, of the homeless, of 
the blind, of the lepers, of all those who feel 
unwanted, unloved, uncared for throughout 
society.” She also condemned abortion as 

Blessed Teresa: ‘Do Small Things with Great Love’

the world’s greatest destroyer of people. 
“To me, the nations who have legalized 

abortion are the poorest nations,” she said. 
“They are afraid of the unborn child, and 
the child must die.”

Often when criticized about her approach 
to social issues, Mother Teresa told of a 
man who suggested she could do more for 
the world by teaching people how to fish 
rather than by giving them fish. 

“The people I serve are helpless,” she 
said she told him. “They cannot stand. They 
cannot hold the rod. I will give them the 
food and then send them to you so you can 
teach them how to fish.” 

When she was criticized for not using her 
considerable influence to attack systemic 
evils such as the arms race or organized 
exploitation and injustice, she simply re-
sponded that was not her mission, but one 
that belonged to others, especially to the 
Catholic laity. 

“Once you get involved in politics, you 
stop being all things to all men,” she said in 
an interview in 1982. “We must encourage 
the laypeople to stand for justice, for truth” 
in the political arena. 

In 1994, British journalist Christopher 
Hitchens released a video, “Hell’s Angel 
– Mother Teresa of Calcutta,” in which he 
accused her of being, among other things, 
a fraud and a “ghoul”; of providing inad-
equate and dangerous medical treatment for 
patients; of taking money for her personal 
gain; and of using her fame to “promote the 
agenda of a fundamentalist pope.” 

And New York Daily News columnist 
Dick Ryan said many American nuns were 
quietly critical of Mother Teresa’s lack of 
acceptance of or support for their lifestyle 
and their self-image as American religious 
women intent on fostering social justice and 
religious renewal. For Mother Teresa, love 
for the dying, the scandal of abortion and 
the obedient servanthood of women were 
paramount – to the exclusion of such issues 
as social problems and male domination in 
the Church, Ryan said. 

American columnist Colman McCarthy 
sought to answer the critics. 

“Undoubtedly,” he wrote, “Mother Te-
resa would be much closer to the orthodox-
ies of American social improvement if she 
were more the reformer and less the com-
forter. But instead of committee reports on 
how many people she’s moved ‘above the 
poverty line,’ all she has are some stories 
of dying outcasts. Instead of acting sensi-
bly by getting a grant to create a program to 
eliminate poverty, she moves into a neigh-
borhood to share it. 

 “When Mother Teresa speaks of ‘sharing 
poverty,’ she defies the logic of institutions 
that prefer agendas for the poor, not com-
munion with individual poor people. Com-

munion disregards conventional approach-
es. It may never find a job for someone, 
much less ever get him shaped up. Thus the 
practitioners of communion are called irrel-
evant. They may get stuck – as is Mother 
Teresa – with being labeled a saint.”

Mother Teresa was born Agnes Ganxhe 
Bojaxhiu to Albanian parents in Skopje, in 
what is now Macedonia, Aug. 26, 1910. She 
had a sister, Aga, and a brother, Lazar. Her 
father was a grocer, but the family’s back-
ground was more peasant than merchant. 

Lazar said their mother’s example was a 
determining factor in Agnes’ vocation. 

“Already when she was a little child she 
used to assist the poor by taking food to 
them every day like our mother,” he said. 
When Agnes was 9, he said, “She was 
plump, round, tidy, sensible and a little too 
serious for her age. Of the three of us, she 
alone did not steal the jam.”

As a student at a public school in Skopje, 
she was a member of a Catholic sodality 
with a special interest in foreign missions. 

“At the age of 12, I first knew I had a vo-
cation to help the poor,” she once said. “I 
wanted to be a missionary.”

At 15, Agnes was inspired to work in In-
dia by reports sent home by Yugoslavian 
Jesuit missionaries in Bengal – present-day 
Bangladesh, but then part of India. At 18 
she left home to join the Irish branch of the 
Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary, known 
as the Loreto Sisters. After training at their 
institutions in Dublin and in Darjeeling, 
India, she made her first vows as a nun in 
1928 and her final vows nine years later. 

While teaching and serving as a principal 
at Loreto House, a fashionable girls’ col-
lege in Kolkata, she was depressed by the 
destitute and dying on the city’s streets, the 
homeless street urchins, the ostracized sick 
people lying prey to rats and other vermin 
in streets and alleys. 

In 1946, she received a “call within a 
call,” as she described it. “The message 
was clear. I was to leave the convent and 
help the poor, while living among them,” 
she said. 

Two years later, the Vatican gave her per-
mission to leave the Loreto Sisters and fol-
low her new calling under the jurisdiction 
of the archbishop of Kolkata. 

After three months of medical training 
under the American Medical Missionary 
Sisters in Patna, India, Mother Teresa went 
into the Kolkata slums to take children cut 
off from education into her first school. 
Soon volunteers, many of them her former 
students, came to join her. 

In 1950, the Missionaries of Charity be-
came a diocesan religious community, and 
15 years later the Vatican recognized it as a 
pontifical congregation, directly under Vati-
can jurisdiction. 

In 1952, Mother Teresa opened the Nir-
mal Hriday (Pure Heart) Home for Dying 
Destitutes in a dormitory – formerly a hos-
tel attached to a Hindu temple dedicated to 
the god Kali – donated by the city of Kol-
kata. Although some of those taken in sur-
vive, the primary function of the home is, as 
one Missionary of Charity explained, to be 
“a shelter where the dying poor may die in 
dignity.” Tens of thousands of people have 
been cared for in the home since it opened. 

When Blessed Paul VI visited Bombay, 
now Mumbai, India, in 1964, he presented 
Mother Teresa with a white ceremonial Lin-
coln Continental given to him by people in 
the United States. She raffled off the car and 
raised enough money to finance a center for 
leprosy victims in the Indian state of West 
Bengal. 

Twenty-one years later, when U.S. Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan presented her with 
the presidential Medal of Freedom at the 
White House, he called her a “heroine of 
our times” and noted that the plaque hon-
oring her described her as the “saint of the 
gutters.” He also joked that Mother Teresa 
might be the first award recipient to take the 
plaque and melt it down to get money for 
the poor. 

In addition to winning the Nobel Peace 
Prize, Mother Teresa was given Pope John 
XXIII Peace Prize in 1971; the Templeton 
Prize in 1973; the John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Award in 1971; the $300,000 Balzan 
Prize for Humanity, Peace and Brotherhood 
in 1979; the Congressional Gold Medal in 
1997; and dozens of other awards and hon-
ors, including one of India’s highest – the 
Padmashri Medal. 

Even after health problems led her to re-
sign as head of the Missionaries of Chari-
ties in 1990, her order re-elected her as su-
perior, and she continued traveling at a pace 
that would have tired people half her age. 
In 1996 alone she had four hospitalizations: 
for a broken collarbone; for a head injury 
from a fall; for cardiac problems, malaria 
and a lung infection; and for angioplasty to 
remove blockages in two of her major ar-
teries. 

In late January 1997, her spiritual advis-
er, Jesuit Father Edward le Joly, said, “She 
is dying, she is on oxygen.” That March, 
the Missionaries of Charity elected her suc-
cessor, Sister Nirmala Joshi. But Mother 
Teresa bounced back and, before her death 
Sept. 5, 1997, she traveled to Rome and the 
United States. 

Mother Teresa was beatified in record 
time – in 2003, just over six years after her 
death – because St. John Paul set aside the 
rule that a sainthood process cannot begin 
until the candidate has been dead five years.



By Christine Bordelon 
Catholic News Service

When Martin Luther wrote his “Disputation on 
the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences” in 1517 – 
mostly challenging the Catholic Church’s sale of 
indulgences – and posted it on the Wittenberg Cas-
tle door, it forever changed the Church and sparked 
the Protestant Reformation.

In preparation for the 500th anniversary obser-
vance of the Reformation in 2017, 2,000 members 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
gathered for its Churchwide Assembly Aug. 8-13 in 
New Orleans. Its theme was “Freed and Renewed 
in Christ: 500 Years of God’s Grace in Action.”

A key action at the assembly was the vote Aug. 
10 on the document “Declaration on the Way: 
Church, Ministry and Eucharist,” paving the road 
to unity between Catholics and Lutherans. It was 
approved by a 99.04 percent margin – 931 votes 
yes and only 9 votes no – to an uproarious applause 
that lasted over a minute at the assembly.

“Let us pause to honor this historic moment,” 
ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton said after 
the vote. “Though we have not yet arrived, we have 
claimed that we are, in fact, on the way to unity.”

Bishop Eaton said this document allows the two 
Christian churches –- after 500 years of division 
and 50 years of dialogue –- “to journey to 2017 
and beyond from a place of common narrative of 
shared history and our common commitment to 
our shared future as we seek the full, visible unity 
of the Church” not only with Catholics but other 
Christian faiths as “witness to our common life in 
Christ.”

As a token of hope for a continued journey to-
ward unity, Bishop Eaton gave a chalice to Bal-
timore Auxiliary Bishop Denis J. Madden, the 
Catholic co-chair of the task force that worked on 
the document.

“It’s a very moving time for all of us, and thank 
you very much for this treasure of a gift, which I 
will wait for that day –- which will not be a long 
time in coming – when we can share this chalice 
and the Precious Blood together,” Bishop Madden 
said in accepting the chalice.

Bishop Madden said receiving the chalice 
brought to mind the symbolism of Pope Francis’ 
gift of a chalice to an evangelical Lutheran pastor 
in Rome. He paraphrased earlier comments made 
at the assembly about sharing the Eucharist by Lutheran World Federation General Sec-
retary Martin Junge.

“We are moving in that direction when we will be as one Church,” Bishop Madden said. 
“Two ecclesial bodies coming together. It will be just a wonderful day for us to share at the 
table of the Lord … but we have work to do. God has work for us to do as a body to bring 
Christ to the world. The world is waiting to hear from us.

“And, we together can do great things for God’s Gospel. We can spread that word, we 
can share with those who know nothing about Jesus Christ. What a joy it will be for us to 
share that ministry together. We are surely on the way,” he added.

A joint task force of leading Lutheran and Catholic theologians pulled together “Decla-
ration on the Way: Church, Ministry, and Eucharist” over the past three years, said Bishop 
Madden. It culls material from 50 years of national and international dialogues and studies 
between Catholics and Lutherans, including the ground-breaking “Joint Declaration on 
the Document of Justification” in 1999.

The earlier declaration said the Catholic and Lutheran churches’ consensus on basic 
truths means that the doctrine of justification – how people are made just in the eyes of 
God and saved by Jesus Christ – is not a church-dividing issue for Catholics and Lutherans 
even though differences between them remain in language, theological elaboration and 
emphasis surrounding those basic truths.

The task force’s findings were compiled in a book of the same name published by Augs-
burg Fortress Press in time for the assembly. It highlights 32 points where the Catholic and 
Lutheran churches are in agreement in the Church, its ministries and the Eucharist, and 
also cites 15 areas where more work has to be done, said Bishop Madden.

At the ECLA assembly, Bishop Madden and Father John Crossin, an Oblate of St. Fran-
cis de Sales, who is the executive director of the Secretariat for Ecumenical and Interre-

ligious Affairs at the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops and a task force member, were among the 
task force members who fielded questions and read 
12 key points of the 32-point document the eve-
ning before the vote.

Among the agreements:
The Gospel, proclaimed in the Holy Spirit by the 

apostles, remains the Church’s origin and founda-
tion.

The Church was founded on the apostle’s wit-
ness to the Gospel, and it continuously professes 
this faith handed down from them; the church is 
ruled by the word of God.

The Church participates in Christ’s benefits 
through the historical and perceptible actions of 
proclaiming the Gospel and celebrating the sac-
raments initiated by Christ and handed on by his 
apostles.

Entry into the apostolic and God-given ministry 
is not by baptism but by ordination –- 

ministers are called by God and designated in 
and through the Church.

Jesus is truly present in the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper, and sharing in the celebration of the 
Eucharist is an essential sign of the unity of the 
Church.

Both were astonished by the genuine enthusiasm 
of evangelical Lutherans – many of whom are fa-
miliar with Catholics through marriage or family 
– before and after the vote.

The bigger question is whether the two Christian 
faiths can reconcile their differences, including the 
ordination of women. The Lutheran Church has 
ordained women since 1970; the Catholic Church 
states definitely that women cannot be ordained as 
priests. The two churches also differ on the sac-
ramentality of ordination and on describing the 
Church as holy and/or sinful because its members 
(the body of the church) are sinful.

“That’s what we are working toward,” Bishop 
Madden said about unity. “Not to make light of the 
differences, because it’s very important – like the 
issue of ordination [for Catholics] is critical to the 
reception of Communion.”

A strong collaboration was established among 
task force members as they worked on the docu-
ment, said Kathryn Johnson, director for Ecumeni-
cal and Interreligious Relations for ELCA.

Besides Johnson, other task force members included the Lutheran co-chair, the Rev. 
Mark S. Hanson, a former ELCA presiding bishop; the Rev. Donald McCoid, former bish-
op of the ELCA Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod; University of Notre Dame theology 
professor Jesuit Father Brian Daley; Sister Susan Wood, a Sister of Charity of Leaven-
worth and a Marquette University professor; Lutheran Pastor Joy Schroeder.

Last November the document was presented to the U.S. Catholic bishops at their fall 
general assembly. Last October it was affirmed by the ELCA Conference of Bishops, an 
advisory body, which asked the ELCA Church Council to forward the document to the 
2016 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, its highest legislative body.

Each church is now considering the next steps toward unity. Several bishops and re-
ligious from both churches have discussed joint events to educate people in the pews. 
And, Pope Francis will be participating in an ecumenical prayer service with Evangelical 
Lutherans Oct. 31 in Lund, Sweden, to kick off the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.

For the evangelical Lutherans, Bishop Eaton said the document will be presented to the 
Lutheran World Federation.

For Catholics, the next step is to “get it in the hands of all the bishops and let them know 
the great response we’ve experienced” at the assembly, Bishop Madden said, and getting 
it into the seminaries so future priests can see the strides made toward growing in “full 
communion” as Church.

“When the document was presented in Rome to Cardinal [Kurt] Koch, [president] of 
the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, he said he never thought we would 
get this far,” in ecumenical consensus on topics of Church, ministry and Eucharist, Bishop 
Madden said.

“This is exciting and hope-giving work. We have so much in common. This is a place 
where we are moving toward reconciliation,” Johnson said.
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By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service

Continuing his Year of Mercy practice of 
going one Friday a month to visit people 
facing special struggles, Pope Francis paid 
a surprise visit to a community helping 20 
young women get their lives back together 
after being rescued from prostitution.

The pope visited the house operated by 
the John XXIII Community in northeast 
Rome the afternoon of Aug. 12. The com-
munity members, the Vatican said, were “20 
women liberated from the slavery of the 
prostitution racket. Six of them come from 
Romania, four from Albania, seven from 
Nigeria and one each from Tunisia, Italy 
and Ukraine.”

The women’s average age is 30, said a 

Vatican press statement. “All of them have 
endured serious physical violence” and are 
now being protected.

One of the young women, identified only 
as East European, told Vatican Radio she 
never dreamed she would be able to see the 
pope up close and “tell my story to a holy 
person like him. I was very emotional and 
kept crying because I could not believe what 
I was seeing and hearing.”

The young woman said she told the pope 
that she had been offered a job as a care-
giver in Italy, but the offer was fake. In-
stead, “they kept me locked in an apartment 
for two weeks, drugged me, tied me up and 
the men, they did what they wanted with my 
body.”

She said she was taken to Italy in the 
trunk of a car and forced into prostitution. 

When she disobeyed her traffickers, she was 
beaten, cut with a knife and burned with 
cigarettes.

When volunteers from the John XXIII 
Community started visiting her on the streets, 
she said, not only did she not believe she 
could escape, but she did not think she was 
worth saving. “You feel like a sack of trash” 
thrown on the side of the road, she said.

According to the Vatican newspaper, 
L’Osservatore Romano, Pope Francis asked 
forgiveness of the women on behalf of all the 
men who had used and abused them and for 
the governments that continue to do little to 
stop human trafficking.

“You are witnesses of resurrection,” the 
pope told them.

Pope Francis’ visit, the Vatican said, is 
another call to combat human trafficking, a 

reality the pope has described as “a crime 
against humanity” and “an open wound on 
the body of contemporary society, a scourge 
upon the body of Christ.”

The pope’s “Mercy Friday” visits are part 
of his personal observance of the Holy Year 
of Mercy; while leaders of the communities 
and structures he is visiting are given some 
advance notice, there is no publicity and no 
open press availability. Usually, the Vatican 
releases a few photographs and sometimes a 
short video clip afterward.

Since January, the pope has visited a home 
for the aged and a home for people in a per-
sistent vegetative state; a community for 
recovering drug addicts; a refugee center 
near Rome and a refugee camp in Greece; a 
L’Arche community; and a home for sick and 
aged priests.

On ‘Mercy Friday,’ Pope Visits Women Rescued from Prostitution

The joint statement Declaration on the Way: Church, Ministry and 
Eucharist is pictured. On June 7 of this year, Bishop Ronald Gainer 
of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg; Rev. James S. Dunlop 
of the Lower Susquehanna Synod (ELCA) and the Rev. Robert L.  
Dreisen of the Upper Susquehanna Synod (ELCA), signed a pasto-
ral letter calling on Roman Catholic and Lutheran clergy and laity to 
explore the joint statement “in their preaching, teaching, and parish 
planning.”

Assembly OKs Document Marking 50 Years of Lutheran-Catholic Dialogue
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By Elizabeth Fazzini 
Catholic News Service

Back in 1974, a year after abortion was fully legal-
ized in the United States, Katherine White was en-
joying her senior year of college. Her parents were 
proudly anticipating her graduation; she would be the 
first college graduate in the family.

(Katherine White is not her real name.)
Then she started throwing up – and eventually 

missed a period. So White walked into a Planned Par-
enthood clinic for a blood pregnancy test. It was posi-
tive.

“When I found myself pregnant, I was in denial,” 
she said. “I was frightened. I was too ashamed to tell 
my parents.”

Yet White assumed her older boyfriend would sup-
port her. They would get married and have the baby.

“He didn’t want anything to do with it,” she told 
The Catholic Accent, newspaper of the Diocese of 
Greensburg.

Unlike today, it was a time in society when the stig-
ma against unwed mothers was real. Catholics didn’t 
speak as freely about abortions, and there weren’t the 
clarion calls that helped people to understand that an 
embryo or fetus was actually a life.

Sonogram machines donated by the Knights of Co-
lumbus that allow a woman to see the life growing 
inside of her had not yet arrived. And abortions were 
no longer done in back alleys; they were a legal alter-
native to giving birth.

“It was billed as a simple procedure that would get 
your period restarted – back to normal,” White said.

She had the abortion at a clinic in Pittsburgh, and 
there was never any mention of the word “baby,” she 
said.

“I think deep down I probably knew, but in order 
for me to do that, I told myself that it truly wasn’t 
a child,” White said. “Nobody convinced me other-
wise.”

“I remember coming home back to my college 
dorm, and I just curled up in a ball for two days,” she 
said. “It forever changed me. I never ever spoke to 
anybody about that awful day – ever.”

“Ever” ended up being 40 years that she kept the 

painful truth inside herself, long after her college 
graduation.

White said that for a few years, she stayed away 
from the Catholic Church because she felt shame and 
estrangement from God, believing he no longer loved 
her. Fearful of God’s punishment, she abused alcohol 
and suffered from depression for many of these 40 
years. And at all costs, she avoided reading anything 
about abortion; it was simply too painful.

During a bad time in 2015, White said she had an 
epiphany, in part, because she was spending time with 
pro-life advocates and, also, was hearing compassion-
ate Year of Mercy messages. She realized that her is-
sues stemmed from her inability to face what she had 
done decades ago.

“I just faced it,” White said. “I realized that I had 
truly taken a life. I knew I wanted to confess it.”

She sought a wise, compassionate priest and re-
ceived the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation.

“I was afraid of what a priest would think of me,” 
White said. Nevertheless, she went to confession.

“It set me on my healing journey,” she said. “It was 
just beautiful. When I was with him [the priest], I saw 
the hands and voice of Christ.

“I truly believe that God sent him to me because I 
was just suffering so much.”

But healing didn’t happen overnight, White said. 
She struggled to accept God’s forgiveness for her “un-
forgivable sin.”

“Abortion not only kills a child, it spiritually 
wounds a woman’s soul,” White said.

She continued to seek direction from her confessor, 
who helped her to realize she needed to humbly sub-
mit and accept the unmerited gift of forgiveness from 
God, who forgives all sins – even abortion.

“My confessor told me, ‘If we cannot accept that 
unwarranted gift from God, then we, in effect, ask 
Jesus to take our sins back to the cross,’ and do not 
believe his sacrificial offering was effective for over-
coming our sin,” White said.

He also helped her to begin seeing her child in 
God’s loving arms.

The priest also recommended that White attend a 
Rachel’s Vineyard Weekend, a retreat that gives wom-
en and men an opportunity to accept and grieve their 

loss from abortion and ultimately move toward recon-
ciliation and peace. 

“I never thought I could discuss something so per-
sonal and painful with others,” she said.

But, ultimately, she found the courage.
“I wanted to grieve for my child, but I felt like I 

didn’t deserve to,” White said. “Rachel’s Vineyard al-
lowed me to share my sorrow with other women who 
have experienced the same loss of a child through 
abortion. Our stories were different, but our anguish 
was the same.

“Not only do we deserve to grieve, it’s a needed 
step in our recovery, our healing.”

The “very healing” weekend with many, many tears 
allowed White to fully accept she was a mother who 
had a child.

“Before I referred to it as an ‘it,’” she said. “Now I 
pray to my child, and I ask him to pray for me.”

She envisions her child welcoming her into heaven.
Making reference to the Year of Mercy, White said, 

“I know what mercy is. I truly, truly get it.”
White attributes her healing to a combination of 

confession; ongoing discussion with her confessor; 
prayer; the Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat; and her ongo-
ing relationships with the women she met at the re-
treat.

“I know that there are women out there in our 
churches who are suffering silently, as I did, and are 
in terrible pain,” White said. “You are not alone.”

She encourages women to receive the Sacrament of 
Penance and Reconciliation.

“It will start you on your healing journey, and, more 
importantly, help you connect with your child.”

But the path is different for everyone, she said.
“It takes time, just as with any other loss,” White 

said. “You go through stages, but each day gets better. 
But you have to go forward.”

Acknowledging everything that was taken away 
from her so many years ago, White said, “My soul is 
at peace, and I know my child is at peace with Christ.

“I will one day be reunited with my child in heaven 
due to God’s endless love and mercy.”

Woman Recalls Journey from Suffering  
after Abortion to Forgiveness

Charismatic Day  
of Renewal to Focus  

on Healing and Mercy
September 17, from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
The Diocesan Charismatic Day of Renewal, “A 

Day of Healing and Mercy,” will feature Bishop 
Ronald Gainer and Alberta Turcio this year, with 
the gathering to take place on Sept. 17 from 8 
a.m.-4 p.m. at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Har-
risburg.

Catholic Charismatic Renewal is a powerful 
expression of the stirring of the Fire of the Holy 
Spirit.

The Day of Renewal will feature a keynote ad-
dress by Bishop Gainer on “The Healing Minis-
try of Jesus.” Bishop Gainer will also celebrate 
the day’s Mass. An afternoon session will be 
presented by Alberta Turcio, who will speak on 
“Forgiveness: How Important is it in our Lives?” 
Mrs. Turcio and her husband, Frank, reside in 
Lititz, where they are prayer group leaders, music 
ministers and healing prayer warrior. Mrs. Turcio 
teaches at the “Light of Christ Prayer Group” at 
St. James Parish, and speaks at many Charismatic 
gatherings in New Jersey, New York and Penn-
sylvania. 

The day will also feature prayer ministry, the 
music group Breakthrough, and Prayers for Heal-
ing.

Cost of the day is $20 per person, and includes 
lunch. Registration deadline to include lunch is 
Sept. 9. On-line registration is available at www.
hbgdiocese.org/renewal. Or, send a $20 check 
payable to Diocese of Harrisburg, Charismatic 
Renewal, Attn. Jaclyn Curran, at 4800 Union De-
posit Road, Harrisburg, Pa 17111. For informa-
tion, visit aliveinthespirit.net or call Mary Ann at 
717-564-7709.

Support Catholic Charities’ Fundraisers this September!
“Come and See” Dinner ~ September 21

Linda Schaefer, the last photojournalist to be given permission by Mother 
Teresa herself to photograph the work of the Missionaries of Charity, will 
speak at the annual “Come and See” Dinner on Wednesday, September 
21, at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg.  

The evening includes a reception and auction, buffet dinner, and remarks 
by Ms. Schaefer, who was the first speaker at the Come and See Dinner in 
2006. Her unique experience, combined with the upcoming canonization of 
Mother Teresa, provides a wonderful opportunity to learn more about the 
newest saint of the Catholic Church.  

All proceeds from the Come and See Dinner will benefit Catholic Charities’ Homes for Healing – Ever-
green House, Interfaith Shelter for Homeless Families, and Lourdeshouse Maternity Home. 

RSVP deadline is September 6. For more information, visit www.cchbg.org/events online or contact 
Christopher Meehan, Catholic Charities Director of Development, at cmeehan@cchbg.org or 717-657-
4804. 

“Shelter Shuffle” 5K Run/Walk ~ September 24
 

The 12th annual Shelter Shuffle 5K Run/Walk will take place on Satur-
day, September 24 on the grounds of the former Harrisburg State Hospital 
(across from the Farm Show Complex in Harrisburg). Registration begins 
at 8 a.m. Race time is 9 a.m. The registration fee is $20 per person if re-
ceived on or before September 1, $25 per person after September 1. Regis-
tration is free for participants who collect $50 or more in sponsorships. All proceeds benefit the Interfaith 
Shelter for Homeless Families.

Runners and walkers of all abilities are welcome! Participants who register by September 1 will receive 
a commemorative shirt. Shirts will be available to participants who register after September 5, while sup-
plies last. Cash prizes will be awarded for top overall male and female runners. Additional cash prizes 
will be awarded if a new course record is set. Other awards will be given for other runners by age cat-
egory. Door prizes will be awarded after the race.

For more information on either of these events, or ways to  
support the ministries of Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg, 

Visit: www.cchbg.org/events
Contact: Christopher Meehan,

cmeehan@cchbg.org
717-657-4804, ext. 284



August 19, 2016 • The
 Catholic Witness - 13 

‘Beginning Experience’ Weekend  
for Those Who have Lost a Spouse

November 4-6 in Halifax
The Beginning Experience team for the Diocese of Harrisburg will hold a weekend 

program Nov. 4-6 at Camp Hebron in Halifax, Pa. 
Beginning Experience weekends are an approved Catholic program for those suf-

fering the loss of a spouse through death, divorce or separation. Hundreds of persons 
of different faiths have been helped through these weekends.

The ecumenical weekend is led by people who have lost a spouse and are trained 
in facilitating a weekend. 

The following is a testimonial of someone who attended Beginning Experience in 
the fall of 2014: “I can tell you that my encounter with the Beginning Experience 
weekend has brought me greater peace and given me an extended family of lifelong 
friends who I quickly grew to love and lean on. If you or someone you know is suf-
fering the isolation and pain that can accompany the loss of a spouse or marriage, I 
encourage you to seriously consider attending the Beginning Experience weekend.”

For information, visit the diocesan Web site, www.hbgdiocese.org, and go to the 
“marriage and family” link, visit www.beginningexperience.org, or call the Harris-
burg Beginning Experience team at 717-379-0800.

Jubilee Year of Mercy  
Pilgrimage for Girl Scouts  

and American Heritage Girls
Saturday, September 10 from 1-4 p.m.

Basilica of Sts. Cyril and Methodius, Danville
The National Catholic Committee for Girl Scouts USA 

and Camp Fire USA now offers a special 2016 Year of 
Mercy patch to encourage youth in grades K-12 to 
explore some of the wonderful aspects of the Jubi-
lee Year of Mercy in the Church. All Girl Scouts and 
American Heritage Girls are invited to attend, and 
are called to be “Merciful Like the Father,” the theme 
of this Year of Mercy. 

Cost is $7. Participants should bring their own lunch, and 
will eat with the Sisters in the dining hall at noon.

Register online at www.hbgdiocese.org by Sept. 1. 
For more information on Catholic Scouting in the Diocese of Harrisburg, 

visit: http://www.hbgdiocese.org/youth-and-young-adults/catholic-scouting/

 
BASIC CATECHETICAL  

CERTIFICATION COURSES
Overview of Catholic Doctrine:  
The Creed
Tuesdays, October 18, 25, November 8, 15 and 22
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Saint Joseph Parish, Hanover
Father Ryan Fischer
 
Introduction to Scripture
Thursdays, September 22, 29,  
October 6, 13, and 20
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
ALSO AVAILABLE VIA WEBINAR
Mrs. Ann Koshute
 
Mondays, October 3, 10, 17, and 24
6:30-9:00 p.m.
Saint Columba Parish, Bloomsburg
(Saint Maximilian Kolbe Room)
Mr. Joe Mullen

Thursdays, October 13, 20, 27, 
November 10 and 17
6:30-8:30 p.m.
Saint Joseph Parish, York
Deacon Neil Crispo
 
Mondays, October 24, 31, November 7, 14,  
and 21
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Saint James Parish, Lititz
Mrs. Rose Barnas
 
Mondays, October 24, 31, November 7, 14 and 21
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Saint Joan of Arc Parish, Hershey
Father Al Sceski

The Holy Year of Mercy announced by Pope 
Francis is intended to highlight the Catholic 
Church’s mission to be a “credible witness” to 
God’s mercy. “At times we are called to gaze even 
more attentively on mercy so that we may become 
a more effective sign of the Father’s action in our 
lives,” wrote Pope Francis in Misericordiae Vultus, 
his introduction to the Jubilee Year of Mercy.

The biblical theme of the year is “Be merciful, 
even as your Father is merciful” (Lk 6:36). 

For more information and practical suggestions 
for how to celebrate the Year of Mercy, visit the 
Vatican’s Jubilee of Mercy website (www.iubi-

laeummisericordiae.va) and the USCCB’s Year 
of Mercy webpage (www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-
teachings/how-we-teach/new-evangelization/jubi-
lee-of-mercy/index.cfm). 

The 2016 Fall Session of the Diocesan Institute 
for Catechetical and Pastoral Formation affords 
adult Catholics the opportunity to deepen their 
knowledge of the Catholic Faith. All courses and 
workshops are open to any interested adult, includ-
ing those who are pursuing catechetical certifica-
tion in the diocese and those who simply wish to 
understand the Catholic Faith better.

Learn from home option: Numerous faith for-

mation offerings are also available via webinar, al-
lowing you to participate in “real time” from home 
or to request recordings to view at your conve-
nience. Webinar offerings are clearly marked.

To view the complete Fall session sched-
ule, which includes course descriptions and 
fees, as well as a number of available pre-re-
corded courses and sessions, please visit www. 
hbgdiocese.org.

For information about the Diocesan Institute or 
obtaining catechetical certification in the Diocese 
of Harrisburg, contact Ryan Bolster at 717-657-
4804, ext. 225, or rbolster@hbgdiocese.org. 

Fall Session of Diocesan Institute Offers  
Adult Faith Formation during Year of Mercy

Teaching Methodology—Part 1
Wednesdays, October 26 and November 2
6:00-8:30 p.m.
Corpus Christi Parish, Chambersburg
Mrs. Renee Galvan
 
Teaching Methodology—Part 2
Mondays, October 31, November 7, 14
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
ALSO AVAILABLE VIA WEBINAR
Mr. Ryan Bolster
 
Wednesdays, November 9 and 16
6:00-8:30 p.m.
Corpus Christi Parish, Chambersburg
Mr. Ryan Bolster

Introduction to the Church
Mondays, September 19, 26, October 3, 10, 17, 24, 
and 31
6:30-8:00 p.m.
Saint Joseph the Worker Parish, Bonneauville
Father Peter DiTomasso, M.SS.CC.
 
Tuesdays, September 27, October 4, 11, 18,  
and 25
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Saint Rose of Lima Parish, Thomasville
Mr. Ryan Bolster
 

ADVANCED CATECHETICAL  
CERTIFICATION COURSES

 
Survey of the Old Testament 
Tuesdays, September 13, 27, October 4, 18,  
and 25
6:30-9:00 p.m.
Saint Joseph Parish, Danville
ALSO AVAILABLE VIA WEBINAR
Father James Lease 

COURSES OF SPECIALIZATION
 
Basic Principles in  
Catechetical Leadership 
Mondays, September 12, 19,  
October 3, 17, and 24
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Mr. James Gontis
 

ELECTIVES

Science and the Church: “Truth Cannot  
Contradict Truth”
Tuesdays, October 4, 18, and November 1
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Saint Joseph Parish, Danville
Dr. Robert Kurland

Man and Woman: The Compliment  
in Complementarity 
Thursday, November 3
7:00 -9:00 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
ALSO AVAILABLE VIA WEBINAR
Mrs. Ann Koshute

The Parables of Mercy
Thursday, November 17
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
ALSO AVAILABLE VIA WEBINAR
Mr. Ryan Bolster
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Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in August during 
the past 25 years:

Deacon Morris MacAdam, 1996
Msgr. Thomas McGough, 1997
Msgr. Leo A. Beierschmitt, 2002
Father Francis Lahout, 2003
Father Hugh J. McLaughlin, 2005
Father Charles Slough, 2009
Father Joseph Kofchock, 2010
Msgr. Thomas R.  Brenner, 2011
Msgr. George W. Rost, 2012
Deacon Frank Eckman, 2012
Msgr. Thomas Smith, 2014

Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius, St. Francis 
and Christian Charity Celebrate Jubilees 

The Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius in Danville recently celebrated 
the Jubilees of some of their members: Celebrating anniversaries were Sister 
Jacqueline Ziobro (65 years), Sister Rosamund Dupock (75 years), Florence 
Marcin (70 years), Sister Janet Matlak (65 years), Sister Carol Therese Stof-
ka (40 years), Sister Catherine Ann Morris (55 years), Sister Bernice Marie 
Balint (55 years), Sister Carol Ann Terlicher (40 years), Sister Paracleta Am-
rich (65 years), Sister Marcine Klocko (35 years), Sister Linda Marie Bolin-
ski (45 years), Sister Jean Marie Holup (45 years), and Sister Sister Canice 
Adams (20 years).

The Sisters celebrating jubilee anniversaries currently serve in the arch-
diocese of Chicago Ill., and in the dioceses of Charleston  S.C.; Gary Ind.; 
Harrisburg; San Antonio, Texas, and Scranton Pa.

The celebration included a Mass in the Basilica of Saints Cyril and Metho-
dius concelebrated by Father Kenneth Seegar, pastor of St. Andre Bessette 
Parish, Wilkes Barre, Pa.; and Father Gerard Heintzelman, Rector of the Ba-
silica of Saints Cyril and Methodius and Chaplain at Maria Hall. Liturgy was 
followed by a dinner to which the friends, family and Community members 
of the Sister celebrants were invited.

In June, Our Lady of Angels Convent in Aston, Pa., hosted the annual 
jubilee celebration for the Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia. The 17 ju-
bilarians celebrating 50, 70, 75, and 80 years of religious life gathered at the 
motherhouse along with approximately 250 congregational members, former 
members, and companions (associates). The highlight of the festivities was 
the Eucharistic liturgy held in the motherhouse chapel with Father Cyprian 
Rosen, OFM Cap, presiding. During the liturgy, the jubilarians renewed their 
vows of poverty, celibacy, and obedience. The celebration continued with a 
luncheon for the celebrants and their guests.

During their collective 1,065 years of religious, the Franciscan jubilarians 
ministered in 26 dioceses, 14 states, and three countries—serving in edu-
cation, healthcare, parish ministry, social services, congregational ministry, 
spiritual ministry, care of orphans, diocesan ministry senior services, and 
caregiving.

Six of this year’s jubilarians ministered in the Diocese of Harrisburg. Ruby 
jubilarian Sister Catherine Georgine Portner, OSF, celebrated 80 years of 
religious profession. Her ministry in the Diocese of Harrisburg included 
teaching at St. Joseph School in Lancaster and serving as principal of St. 
Joseph School in York. Sister Catherine now serves in prayer ministry at As-
sisi House, the congregation’s retirement residence in Aston, Pennsylvania.

Two of the congregation’s diamond jubilarians celebrating 75 years of reli-
gious profession also ministered in the diocese. Sister Ann Joseph Hartman, 
OSF, ministered as a pastoral care visitor at St. Joseph Hospital in Lancaster. 
Since 1979, she has served as a pastoral care volunteer at St. Francis Medical 
Center in Trenton, New Jersey.

Sister Kathleen Tobin, OSF, (formerly Sister Oliveria Joseph) is also cel-
ebrating 75 years of religious profession. During her years in the Diocese of 
Harrisburg, she taught at Holy Trinity School in Columbia. Currently she 
serves in prayer ministry in Assisi House in Aston.

Diamond jubilarians Sister Mary Teresa Carmichael, OSF (formerly Sister 
Eucharia), and Sister Manetto Ruocchio, OSF are both celebrating 70 years 
of religious profession. Sister Mary Teresa ministered as staff supervisor and 
instructor at St. Joseph Hospital in Lancaster. Sister Manetto taught at St. 
Joseph School in Lancaster. Both sisters currently serve in prayer ministry in 
Assisi House in Aston.

Golden jubilarian Sister Rose Teresa Dvorak, OSF, is celebrating 50 years 
of religious profession. Her ministry in the Diocese of Harrisburg included 
teaching at St. Joseph School in York and St. Gertrude School in Lebanon. 
Currently Sister Rose Teresa is a chaplain at Penn State Health St. Joseph 
Medical Center in Reading, Pa., a position she has held since 1993.

During the month of June, Christian Charity Sister Mariette Janson cel-
ebrated two very special anniversaries. On June 20, Sister Mariette turned 
101 years old, and on June 29, Sister commemorated her 85th anniversary as 
a Sister of Christian Charity. 

Eleanor Janson entered the postulancy, from St. Boniface Parish in Wil-
liamsport, Pa., on August 15, 1930 and on June 29, 1931, she was invested 
as a novice, receiving the name Sister Mariette, beginning her life as a Sister 
of Christian Charity. On June 30 1933, she professed her vows of Chastity, 
Poverty and Obedience in the Chapel of Mary Immaculate in Mendham, NJ.

Sister Mariette spent 30 years of her religious life teaching in elementary 
and high schools both in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. Beginning in 1968, 
she embarked on a new ministry, that of a homemaker, and at times, as a 
librarian.  In 1993, Sister Mariette came to Holy Family Convent in Danville 
to help in various capacities. Here, her many and varied historical commu-
nity memories, as well as her sense of humor, continue to endear her to her 
Sisters and the staff at Holy Family. 

On June 28, the Sisters at Holy Family Convent celebrated Sister Mari-
ette’s 85th anniversary with a special Liturgy followed by a Jubilee Dinner in 
her honor. Sister Mariette continues to give a wonderful example of living 
life to the full despite age and limitations. 

The names of the following deceased 
persons have been submitted by their 
parishes:

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: 
David R. Dietz.

CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus 
Christi: Lelanda F. Englerth, Rosalie 
Victoria (Wujek) Poznaniak, James 
Francis Scanlan, Dirk Joost van der 
Sluys Veer.

COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady 
of Hope: Mary E. Baceski, Marie C. 
Rebilas, Genevieve R. Scovern.

COLUMBIA – Holy Trinity: Leo 
Groft, Loretta Roeser, James Spiese.

CONEWAGO – Sacred Heart: 
Mary E. Groft, Joseph Neiderer, Terri 
Neiderer. 

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis 
Xavier: Gerardo Calderon-Cortes.

GREENCASTLE – St. Mark: John 
“Tim” O’Leary, Judy Ellen Yohn.

HANOVER – St. Joseph: Ineta 
Gruse, Stella Pokrywka, Rozella Wilt; 
St. Vincent: Leo Staub.

HARRISBURG – St. Catherine 
Labouré: Patricia Bellucci, Rita Clark, 
Helen McCartney; St. Francis of  
Assisi: Julie Alvalle, Marcos Perez.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: 
Patrick Belsole.

KULPMONT – Our Lady of the 
Angels: Pauline Klusman.

LANCASTER – St. Anne: 
Raymond G. Kneisley, Jr.

LEBANON – St. Cecilia: John J. 
Pete, Sr.

MCSHERRYSTOWN – 
Annunciation BVM: Phyllis C. Bair.

MECHANICSBURG – St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton: Joan Creavey; 
St. Joseph: Stella Swick; St. Katharine 
Drexel: Kyle Kunzman.

MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows 
BVM: Lynnwood Morris.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine 
Redeemer: Dolores E. Croker, Irene 
M. Kurland, Elizabeth “Betty” Warner.

NEW CUMBERLAND – St. 
Theresa: Mary McShane, Rosemary 
Rossi, Joann Young.

NEW FREEDOM – St. John the 
Baptist: Sue Chlumski, Edward Rash, 
Emma Tomasic.

ROHRERSTOWN – St. Leo the 
Great William Curtin, Michael Gentile.

SUNBURY – St. Monica: Matthew 
Buck.

YORK – Immaculate Conception 
BVM: Ruth Eline; St. Joseph: Nancy 
Hudock, June O’Donnoghue, Martha J. 
Price, Mary E. Reed; St. Patrick:  
Patricia Gurreri, St. Rose of Lima: 
Regine Curtis. 
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                     Compiled by Emily M. Albert
Spiritual Offerings

Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated August 21 
at 2 p.m. at St. Catherine Labouré Church in Harrisburg. Confes-
sions are heard in English and Polish after every Mass.

A Rosary for World Peace is prayed on the third Saturday 
of each month in the Littlestown Historical Square at the intersection 
of King and Queen Streets at noon. The next date is Aug. 20. Join us 
to invoke Our Lady of Fatima for Her protection for our country and 
the world.

Join St. Patrick School community in York on Sep-
tember 22 as St. Patrick Church welcomes Bishop Ronald Gainer 
to celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in honor of St. Patrick 
School’s 165th anniversary. A reception will follow in Brenner Hall. All 
parishioners and alumni are encouraged to attend. Contact Nicole 
Nirosky or Peggy Logue to RSVP at nnirosky@stpatrickyork.net or 
plogue@stpatrickyork.net.

Saint Rose of Lima Parish, 950 W. Market St., York, 
will have Charismatic Mass with Prayers for Healing on Wednesday, 
August 31 at 7 p.m. Praise and Worship Music will begin at 6:30 
p.m. Father Paul Schenck of the Diocese of Harrisburg will be the 
celebrant. The Mass is sponsored by St. Rose of Lima, St. Patrick 
and St. Joseph of York Catholic Charismatic Prayer Groups. Contact 
Joyce at 717-308-7245 for more information.

Pilgrimage and Retreats
Maryland Catholic Women’s Conference to host 

“Witness of Mercy,” their 6th annual retreat at Mt. St. Mary’s 
University, Emmitsburg, Md., October 7,8 and 9 with the option of 
a one day retreat on Saturday. The line-up includes Father Chris 
Alar from the Shrine of Mercy in Stockbridge, Mass., Mass with 
Archbishop William Lori, and Sister Tracey Dugas, a Pauline Sister 
who specializes in media evangelization. Register at www.maryland-
catholicwomen.com or contact marylandcatholicwomen@gmail.com 
or call Jeanne at 443-324-8487. Cost $75 or Saturday only $60.

National Shrine of Divine Mercy Pilgrimage 
planned from St. John the Baptist Church, New 
Freedom. A 24-hour pilgrimage to the National Shrine of the 
Divine Mercy in Stockbridge, Mass., is being planned for Thursday, 
October 20. Bus to leave St. John’s at 3:30 a.m. and arrive at the 
Shrine approximately 11:30 a.m., and leaving at 4:30 p.m. and arriv-
ing back at St. John’s at approximately 2:30a.m. Cost is $126. For 
questions or information, contact Grace Looney at 717-993-2898 or  
GJL415@zoominternet.net.  

Oblates of St. Benedict – Day of Recollection will be 
offered Saturday, Sept. 10 at St. Joseph Church in Lancaster. Topic 
is “Preserving the Tradition – Enhancing the Practice: Living the 
Monastic Life with the Awareness of the Past and a Recommitment 
to Spiritual Growth in the Present.” Retreat is open to all. Presenter 
is Father Barnabas Gillespie, OSB, a monk of Saint Meinrad Archab-
bey. The day will begin with Mass in the lower church at 8:15, bring 
your own bag lunch (coffee/drinks will be provided) and the retreat 
will conclude at 3:30 p.m. There will be an opportunity for Reconcili-
ation and one-on-one with Father Meinrad (Oblate Director) and 
Father Barnabas. Cost is $15 per person. RSVP by Sept. 2. Call 
Sharon or Oliver Ogden 717-560-2873 or e-mail seojogden2@aol.
com for information or a flyer.

The Third Order Secular Carmelites of Elysburg will 
have their annual retreat at Villa Sacred Heart in Danville September 
23-25. Father Emmanuel, OCD, from the Carmelites Washington 
Province, will be the Retreat Master. Saturday, the retreat will be 
open to anyone interested in learning about Carmelite Spirituality 
and participating in the conferences. If interested in attending the 
one-day session 9:30-5 p.m., contact Meg Geffken meggef@epix.net 
or 570-925-6264. Deadline for reservations is Sept. 16. Members of 
the Third Order meet the fourth Sunday of the month at St. Joseph 
Church in Danville. If interested, contact secretary Meg Geffken at 
570-925-6264. The next meeting is Aug. 28; meet in the chapel at 
11:45 a.m. for opening prayers.

Fundraisers and Events
Sacred Heart of Jesus PCCW in Williamstown is 

holding a “Marlin Meats Raffle” on Sunday September 
4. There are 5 prizes; tickets are $2 each and are available by calling 
Dawn at 717-647-9124; Anne at 717-647-9182 or any member of the 
Ladies Council. You do not have to be present to win!!

Hospice Care Informational Seminar for Seniors 
and Families at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church, Thursday, Sep-
tember 15, at 7p.m. The chance of you, your spouse, or your parents 
being under hospice care at the end of life is now well over 50%. 
Does hospice care affect health directives, living wills, and power-
of-attorney arrangements? When do loved ones become eligible for 
hospice care? Who pays? Is the primary care doctor involved? What 
should the family expect? Learn how to best use hospice services 
and avoid mistakes and heartaches. Jeannie McClintick, of Hospice 
of Central PA, a Certified Hospice and Palliative Care Nurse for 14 
years, will speak and answer questions. For more information, call 
Donna Nebistinsky in the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish office, 717-
697-6929, or Ernie Nettleton, 717-766-8806.

The Knights of Columbus, St Joseph’s Council 
12788 is hosting their 15th Annual Yard Sale on 
Saturday, September 10 at the Saint Joseph Parish Life & Education 
Center parking lot, located at 420 East Simpson Street, Mechanic-
sburg. There will be a large variety of items including toys, clothing 
and tools, and there will also be food and soft drinks on sale as well 
as homemade Baklava. The sale starts at 7:30 a.m. and will end by 1 
p.m. Anyone interested in being a vendor or wanting additional infor-
mation should call Greg Kenski at 717-712-6903. Vendor spaces are 
available for a donation of $10 and must be pre-registered, although 
spaces may be available day of sale. The sale is rain or shine. The 
sale of firearms, drugs/related paraphernalia as well as pornographic 
material of any kind is prohibited. 

You can help your marriage. 25% of surveyed 
couples say they are “Happily married.” For everyone else there 
is Retrouvaille. Are you frustrated or angry with each other? Do 
you argue, or have just stopped talking to each other? Does talking 
about it make it even worse? Retrouvaille helps couples rebuild 
their marriages. For information or to register for the Harrisburg 
program beginning with a weekend on September 16-18, call 
1-800-470-2230 or visit the web site at www.helpourmarriage.com.

Saint Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg will present 
the Matsiko World Orphan Choir on Friday, August 26 
at 7:30 p.m. Currently made up of some of the poorest orphaned 
and at-risk children from Peru, India & Liberia, the Matsiko World 
Orphan Choir captures the hearts of all who hear their hope-filled 
message. The Choir sings with such passion and meaning that 
their hope of overcoming tragedy and the life changing effects 
of an education is truly inspiring. The Choir’s contagious energy 
and zeal shines through a powerful presentation of original songs, 
cultural dances, and multimedia testimony. In ages ranging from 5 
to 16, these chosen few become part of a one year United States 
world orphan choir tour in order to be the greatest ambassadors 
for our world’s orphaned and vulnerable children we have ever 
experienced. They sing and dance and share their stories for a very 
worthy goal: to raise hope, awareness and educational sponsorship 
for the world’s 600 million and at-risk children.

The Conewago District PCCW will sponsor the 
79th annual district dinner and Mass. It will be held 
Thursday, September 8 at 6 p.m. at Annunciation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Church in McSherrystown. Celebrant will be Father 
Sterner. The new officers of the district council will be installed at 
the Mass. Following Mass, dinner will be served in the school hall. 
Speaker will be Deacon Tom Aumen. LaCucina of Hanover will 
cater the meal. Father Charles Persing will lead us in prayer. 

The 24th Annual Tony Cernugel Memorial Golf 
Tournament. Tee off with alumni and friends of Bishop McDevitt 
High School at the 24th Annual Tony Cernugel Memorial Golf 
Tournament, Friday, September 16 at Blue Ridge Country Club. 
Registration begins at 7:30 a.m, with a 9 a.m. shotgun start. Enjoy 
refreshments on and off the course, skill competitions, raffles for 
prizes, and a dinner & awards ceremony. Proceeds from this year’s 
tournament benefit Bishop McDevitt students in need of financial 
assistance. To register for the tournament or to become a tourna-
ment sponsor, call Cheri Comasco at 717-236-7973 ext. 2133, or 
visit http://www.bishopmcdevitt.org/special-events/ and register 
online. 

St. Catherine Labouré Knights of Columbus 
Council 12811 will be conducting a “Fruits of Your Harvest 
Food Drive” after the weekend Masses on August 28 at St. Cath-
erine Laboure Church in Harrisburg, in the parking lot in the rear of 
the church. The fresh garden fruits and vegetables will be donated 
to area food banks.

Lititz 5K for Life - Runners and walkers of all 
ages, join us for the first annual “Lititz 5K for Life.” 
Don’t miss this unique opportunity to support Life in Lititz! The run 
begins and ends at St. James Catholic Church, 505 Woodcrest 
Ave. Along the route, enjoy beautiful wooded areas, a view of Lan-
caster County, a glimpse of the Lancaster Airport, and surrounding 
farmland. Proceeds benefit 3 pro-life ministries in the Lancaster 
County area. Registration fee of $25 includes a Lititz 5K for Life 
t-shirt. After October 8, registration is $30. Online registration is 
available (nominal fee): http://www.pretzelcitysports.com./ Race 
Day - Registration begins at 7 a.m.; race begins at 8 a.m.

American Girl Doll-Lego-Cash Bingo to be held 
Sunday, September 11 by the Knights of Columbus at 42 West 
Second St., Waynesboro. Doors open at 11:30 a.m. and bingo 
starts at 1 p.m. Tickets are $15 available at St. Andrews Parish Of-
fice, 717-762-1914, ext. 5, or Eichholz flowers. 717-762-7131. Food 
available for purchase.

JOY (Jesus – Others - You) Celebration: On Sunday, 
September 25, St. Katharine Drexel Parish, 1 Peter Drive in 
Mechanicsburg, will be celebrating parish life with an outdoor Mass 
and parish picnic. Music will be provided throughout the afternoon. 
Gathering is at 10:15 a.m. with Mass to be celebrated at 11a.m. 
Immediately following Mass, the Women’s Council and Knights of 
Columbus will be providing the picnic lunch. To RSVP, either call 
the parish office at 717-697-8716 or visit the parish website – www.
skdparish.com. Plan on being with us to renew, re-energize and 
re-engage in St. Katharine Drexel Parish life. All are welcome. 

Holy Spirit–A Geisinger Affiliate will host a be-
reavement series for 2016-2017. Choice of afternoons or 
evenings for each series. The first series begins September 21 and 
runs every Wednesday afternoon from 1 p.m.-2:30 p.m. or every 
Wednesday evening from 6:30 p.m.- 8 p.m. through October 26. 
The program is sponsored by the Pastoral Care Department.

St. Catherine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg invites 
all to fill up at “Dinner on Derry 2016: Food Truck Fest for the 
Fortieth” on August 21 from 1-6 p.m. on the parish campus located 
at 4000 Derry St. Enjoy a variety of food truck vendors featuring 
slow cooked barbeque sandwiches, cheese steak sandwiches, 
pepperoni stuffed pretzels, sweet treats and so much more. Music 
by the Kellys, bingo, 50/50 raffle and games for children. Join us 
in celebrating the 40th anniversary of our beautiful Shrine Church 
by taking a tour to learn about the many hidden treasures in each 
window – a true symphony in blue.  

The 9th Annual “Swing for the Sisters” Golf Tour-
nament, to benefit the Sisters of St. Joseph, will be held Sept. 17 
at Flatbush Golf Course, Littlestown. For more information and/or to 
register, call 1-800-482-6510 or e-mail development@ssjphila.org.

A powerful study on the Blessed Mother begins 
Sept. 26 at Holy Infant Parish in Manchester. Filmed 
on location in the Holy Land, “Mary: A Biblical Walk with the 
Blessed Mother” will place you in the midst of the powerful drama 
of Mary’s earthly life, taking you through her joys and her sorrows. 
The series will be presented at Holy Infant Parish at 535 Conewago 
Creek Road, Manchester, beginning Monday, Sept. 26 at 7 p.m. 

and continuing every Monday for 8 sessions. Student Study Guide 
for the entire series is $25. For information or to register, call Terry 
Bradunas at 717-266-1274 or e-mail terrybradunas@comcast.net. 

“Living Holy in an Unholy World – Living Catho-
lic without Compromise” mini-retreat will be held at St. 
Catherine Labouré Church in Harrisburg Sept. 24 from 9:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. This powerful, hard-hitting mini-retreat discusses 
what it means to be a follower of Jesus and the challenges we have 
in living out our Catholic faith more fully at home, at work, and in 
everyday life. Following the 9 a.m. Mass, join Bryan Mercier, an 
international Catholic speaker and retreat leader, as he leads this 
morning retreat. For more information, contact Deb at 717-645-0735 
or dgelbaugh@sclhbg.org.

The Knights of Columbus, Michael F. Barrett 
Council 9875, is hosting its second annual “Cruise 
for a Knight” car show on Saturday, Sept. 10 at St. Paul the Apostle 
Church, 125 S. Spruce St. in Annville from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. All cars 
registered (original or modified, trucks Euro and Asian imports) will 
be eligible to win a trophy for their class, farthest distance, pastor’s 
choice or the Grand Knight’s choice. There will be music, games, 
great food, prizes and 50/50 drawings. For a copy of the registration 
form, contact SK Don Hassenbein at 717-838-6307 or  
dhassenbein@comcast.net.

Theology on Tap-Lancaster will hold its first installment 
of Breaking Bread. All young adults in the area are welcome to meet 
at different parishes throughout the year on the 4th Sunday of each 
month. On Sunday, August 28, meet in the narthex of Historic St. 
Mary’s Church, 119 South Prince St., in Lancaster for 11 a.m. 
Mass, followed by brunch at 12:15 p.m. at the Pressroom (26-28 W. 
King St., Lancaster.) Parking garage available on Vine St. across 
from St. Mary’s. For more details, check out Lancaster Theology on 
Tap on Facebook. 

A Caregivers’ Day of Prayer and Care will take place 
at St. Patrick Parish Activity Center in Carlisle Oct. 22 from 9:30 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Most of us know of someone who is involved in pro-
viding care for a family member, a neighbor, or friend. That some-
one may be you. Caregivers often describe their service as simply 
“doing what needs to be done.” However, the hours spent caring 
can leave little time for relaxation, spiritual renewal or connecting 
with others. Parish volunteers and advocates in the Cumberland/
Perry Deanery parishes invite you to the 3rd Annual Day of Prayer 
and Care to honor these very special men and women. The day 
will include a continental breakfast, prayer service, guest speaker, 
the blessing of hands, a luncheon, and spa and craft activities. 
Attendees are welcome to also attend Mass at 5:15 p.m. The event 
is free of charge, but advanced registration is required at http://
www.2016dayofprayerandcare.com/.

The Bishop McDevitt Class of 1981 will hold 
its 35th Reunion Weekend: Friday, October 7 at 9 a.m. will 
be a Golf Outing at Blue Ridge Country Club, $40/person, and from 
7-11 p.m. an informal covered dish gathering at 2352 Timber Line 
Court, Harrisburg. On Saturday, October 8 from 6-11 p.m. at Hol-
lywood Casino, Grantville, there will be a cocktail reception, buffet 
dinner and other entertainment. Cost is $55 early bird per person 
by Aug. 31 and $60 per person after Sept. On Sunday, October 9 
at 10 a.m., enjoy a tour and Mass at the new Bishop McDevitt High 
School (1 Crusader Drive, Harrisburg). Please bring your fam-
ily. RSVP and questions to Andrea Hartman Dietz, jethro4306@
verizon.net or 717-515-5208.

St. Patrick School in Carlisle is holding its 21st 
annual golf outing Friday, Sept. 16 at the Carlisle Barracks 
Golf Course in Carlisle. Check-in starts at 11:30 a.m., shotgun is at 
1 p.m. Golf and steak dinner is $80; dinner only is $25. Format is a 
four-person scramble; all skill levels welcome. For more information, 
to sign up for golf or to help with sponsorship, contact St. Patrick 
School at 717-249-4826.

The I THIRST Prayer Group of St. Joan of Arc 
Church in Hershey invites everyone to attend “The Wild 
Goose” seminar on Wednesday evenings beginning September 
14. This multi-week seminar, led by Father Dave Pivonka, TOR, 
is a video presentation followed by small group discussion and 
reflection. The Wild Goose series will help you experience a deeper 
relationship with the Person of the Holy Spirit. To register, call Lou 
at 717-583-0240 or e-mail mathfamily1@yahoo.com by September 
7.

St. Theresa School and the St. Theresa Knights 
of Columbus are having a Golf Outing on Friday, September 
9 at Valley Green Golf Course in Etters. All details can be found 
on the school website: www.sainttheresaschool.org, or for more 
information, please contact Michelle Zemba at 717-649-8899.

St. Theresa Parish in New Cumberland will be host-
ing a community Fall Fun Fest on Saturday September 17 from 
4-10 p.m. on the grounds of St. Theresa School, located at 1200 
Bridge Street, New Cumberland. Food, music, entertainment, kids’ 
activities and so much more. For more information, contact Michelle 
Zemba at 717-649-8899.  

Job Opportunities  
Our Lady of the Visitation Parish in Shippens-

burg is currently accepting resumes for the part-time position of 
Coordinator of Religious Education (CRE) for the 2016-2017 school 
year. Previous experience as a CRE preferred. If you are interested 
in applying for the position, send your resume to Reverend Dwight 
Schlaline. You may send it via email to FrDSchlaline@hbgdiocese.
org or by mail to Rev. Dwight Schlaline, 305 North Prince Street, 
Shippensburg, PA 17257. 

Holy Spirit Parish in Palmyra is looking for a parish 
secretary for part-time work 4 days a week (Mon-Thurs). This 
person should be proficient in Microsoft applications, especially 
Word, Excel, Publisher and Outlook. Knowledge of the sacraments 
a plus and prior secretarial experience a must. Send applica-
tions to: Secretary Application c/o Holy Spirit, 245 West Pine St., 
Palmyra, PA 17078.

Ministry Openings at St. Margaret Mary Parish in 
Harrisburg. Leadership is needed for the following parish minis-
tries: Adult Choir Director and Youth Ministry Coordinator. Qualified 
practicing Catholics interested in either of these positions are asked 
to contact the parish office at 717-233-3062 for a job description 
and further information. 



In this undated photo, 
triathlete Katie Hursey 
Zaferes races during a 
portion of the Interna-
tional Triathlon Union 
competition in London. 
The Maryland  
native was raised 
in St. Bartholomew 
Parish in Manchester, 
Md., and will represent 
the United States in 
the women’s triath-
lon Aug. 20 in Rio 
de Janeiro. “One of 
my favorite rituals is 
when my husband 
and I pray together 
before bed,” she told 
the Catholic Review, 
the news outlet of 
the Archdiocese of 
Baltimore, in an e-mail 
interview. “One of us 
will start, then the other will fill in anything that the other 
one may have missed. Sometimes I learn things about my 
husband’s day, or even life, just by listening to him pray.”
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CNS/DAVID GRAY, REUTERS 
Nathan Adrian, Ryan Held, a 2014 graduate of Sacred Heart-Griffin High School in Springfield, Ill.; 
Michael Phelps and Caeleb Dressel sing the national anthem during the Summer Olympics in Rio de 
Janeiro after winning gold in the men’s 4x100-meter freestyle relay Aug. 7. Phelps is the most  
decorated Olympian of all time, with 28 medals – 23 of them gold. Following a win in the men’s  
4x100-meter medley relay Aug. 13, he said his Olympic career was over. “I wanted to change the 
sport of swimming. That’s what I wanted to do,” he told reporters after his final swim. “With the people 
in the sport now, I think you’re seeing it.”

The Games of the XXXI 
Olympiad have turned  

eyes to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
this month, as more than 
11,000 athletes from 206 
countries competed in 28 
sports. Here, we recognize 
some of the athletes who  

have captured our attention 
with gold-medal feats and 
moments of inspiration.

CNS/ PHIL NOBLE, REUTERS
Jamaica sprinter Usain Bolt is seen wearing a Miraculous 
Medal prior to the start of the 100-meter final during the  
Olympics in Rio de Janeiro Aug. 14. Billed as the world’s  
fastest man, Bolt won the race for the third straight Olympics. 

CNS/DOMINIC EBENBICHLER, REUTERS
U.S. swimmer Katie Ledecky competes in the 800-meter freestyle final during the 
Summer Games in Rio de Janeiro Aug. 11. Four years ago, at age 15, she won 
Olympic gold in the women’s 800-meter freestyle. Since then Ledecky, who  
attended Catholic schools in Bethesda, Maryland, has become the world  
record holder in the 400-, 800- and 1500-meter freestyles, and the American  
record holder in the 500-, 1000- and 1600-meter freestyles. In Rio, she won the 200, 
400- and 800-meter freestyles, and was part of the gold-winning women’s 4x200  
freestyle relay. Before every race, she’ll offer a prayer, she told the Catholic 
Standard, newspaper of the Archdiocese of Washington. “I do say a prayer – or two – 
before any race. The Hail Mary is a beautiful prayer and I find that it calms me.”

CNS/RUBEN SPRICH, REUTERS 
U.S. beach volleyball player Kerri Walsh Jennings celebrates with teammate 
April Ross after beating Switzerland during the Summer Olympics in Rio de 
Janeiro Aug. 10. Walsh Jennings is a 1996 graduate of Archbishop Mitty  
Catholic High School in the Diocese of San Jose, Calif. At press deadline for 
The Catholic Witness on Aug. 16, the teammates were scheduled to play 
Japan in the quarterfinal, with the finals slated for Saturday night, Aug. 20. 

U.S. gymnast Simone Biles competes in the 
women’s individual all-around final during the 
Olympics in Rio de Janeiro Aug. 11. At press 

time August 16, Biles won gold in the women’s 
individual all-around, the women’s team final, 

and the vault. A member of St. James Parish in 
Spring, Texas, she often carries with her a Rosa-
ry and a statue of St. Sebastian, the patron saint 
of athletes. “My mom, Nellie, got me a Rosary at 

church. I don’t use it to pray before a competition. 
I’ll just pray  normally to myself, but I have it there 
in case,” the 19-year-old told Us Weekly in a July 

8 interview. Her remark about her patron saint 
was part of a list in an Aug. 9 article about Biles  

posted by the magazine online with the  
headline, “25 Things You Don’t Know About Me.”

CNS/KAI PFAFFENBACH, REUTERS

U.S. swimmer Simone Manuel wipes a 
tear after winning gold in the women’s 
100-meter freestyle final during the 
Olympics in Rio de Janeiro Aug. 11. 
She became the first African American 
woman to win an individual event in 
Olympic swimming, tying Canada’s 
Penny Oleksiak. “This medal is not just 
for me. It’s for a whole bunch of people 
that came before me and have been 
an inspiration to me. And it’s for all the 
people after me, who believe they can’t 
do it,” Manuel told reporters. In addition 
to that gold, she also earned gold in 
the women’s 100-meter freestyle, and 
silver medals in the women’s 50-meter 
freestyle and the women’s  
4x100-meter freestyle relay.
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