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CNS/L’OSSERTAVORE ROMANO
Pope Francis holds a baby as he visits the neonatal unit at San Giovanni Hospital in Rome Sept. 16. The visit was part of the 
pope’s series of Friday works of mercy during the Holy Year. 

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service

Pope Francis donned a green hospital 
gown over his white cassock and en-
tered the neonatal unit of a Rome hos-
pital, peering in the incubators, making 
the sign of the cross and encouraging 
worried parents.

The trip to the babies’ ward of Rome’s 
San Giovanni Hospital and then to a 
hospice Sept. 16 were part of a series 
of Mercy Friday activities Pope Francis 
has been doing once a month during the 
Year of Mercy.

By visiting the ailing newborns and 
the dying on the same day, the Vatican 
said, Pope Francis “wanted to give a 
strong sign of the importance of life 
from its first moment to its natural end.”

“Welcoming life and guaranteeing 
its dignity at every moment of its de-
velopment is a teaching Pope Francis 
has underlined many times,” the state-
ment said. With the September visits he 
wanted to put “a concrete and tangible 
seal” on his teaching that living a life of 
mercy means giving special attention to 
those in the most precarious situations.

During the Mercy Friday visits, Pope 
Francis has spent time with migrants, 
the aged, at a recovery community for 
former drug addicts and at a shelter for 
women rescued from human trafficking 
and prostitution.

Pope Francis stopped by the emer-
gency room of San Giovanni Hospi-
tal before going to the neonatal unit, 

Pope Francis Highlights Sanctity  
of Life in Year of Mercy Visits

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
A girl bows before receiving the Holy Eucharist at the Diocesan  
Hispanic  Heritage Mass, celebrated Sept. 18 at St. Patrick Cathedral  
in Harrisburg. The annual celebration is held in September in  
observance of National Hispanic Heritage Month. See page 13 for 
coverage of the Mass.

Celebrating  
Faith and Culture

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

The care and compassion shown at Catho-
lic Charities’ Homes for Healing brought the 
keynote speaker at this year’s Come and See 
dinner to tears, as she compared the work of 
the programs to that of her long-time friend, 
St. Teresa of Calcutta.

Linda Schaefer, the last photojournalist 
to be given permission by Mother Teresa to 
photograph the work of the Missionaries of 
Charity, had toured Lourdeshouse Mater-
nity Home, Evergreen House for women re-
covering from addiction, and the Interfaith 
Shelter for Homeless Families in Harrisburg  

earlier in the day before the Sept. 21 benefit 
dinner, where she took the podium as the 
featured speaker.

When she attempted to speak about the 
love and mercy shown especially to women 
and children in the Homes for Healing, she 
began to cry.

“I see these beautiful women and their ba-
bies being taken care of at Lourdeshouse…” 
she trailed off, choking back tears. 

“It’s important for a woman to be safe,” 
said Ms. Schaefer. “This brings out a lot of 
tears for me because Mother Teresa made 
me feel safe. You know, when you have a 
saint in your heart, and you’re sitting next to 
her and she makes you feel safe – that’s how 

she made me feel, because 
I didn’t always feel safe in 
my life.”

“When I go now and see 
how women are being taken 
care of, it’s so important to 
feel safe and feel that they 
have a future, to feel that 

Photojournalist of Mother 
Teresa Compares Catholic 

Charities’ Compassion  
to That of Newest Saint

More MERCY VISIT, page 14

More COMPASSION, page 7
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By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness

Pedestrians and local traffic might 
have had a quick scare upon driving or 
walking past Lancaster Catholic High 
School on September 16. The school 
grounds looked like a scene out of a 
movie, with cops and emergency ve-
hicles on every corner, and students 
evacuating – their hands in the air as 
they ran to safety at the school’s foot-
ball field.

It was a scene reminiscent of the 
horrors of school shootings in recent 
months and years. Fortunately, this 
scene included a large traffic sign, 
blinking the caution that an active in-
truder drill was in progress.

The full-scale drill tested the plans 
and procedures of emergency respond-
ers and law enforcement officials in 
dealing with the aftermath of such an 
event, responding to simulated inju-
ries and communicating with different 
agencies to respond cohesively during 
a crisis. It also tested the school’s emer-
gency plans for lockdown and evacua-
tion of the high school, as well as its 
reunification plans.

Lancaster Catholic planned a drill 
after senior student Sara Kashatus, 
whose mother is a paramedic and 
works in emergency management, had 
the thought after one of last year’s mass 
shootings that her school should be bet-
ter prepared.    

“It benefits everyone, really, for any 
place you go – the mall, the movies, the 
airport, a train station,” Sara said of the 
drill. “This kind of training is helpful 
everywhere.”

She said she hopes that what students 
take away from the drill is “the realiza-
tion this can happen anywhere and to be 
prepared, be aware of everything and 
know what to do in case of an emer-
gency.”

The drill simulated an armed in-
truder as the sounds of gun shots rang 
through the school on an otherwise nor-
mal morning. Partnered with Manheim 
Township Emergency Services, the 
South Central Task Force, and about 
a dozen county, state and national law 
enforcement agencies and emergency 
responders, the drill began with Lan-
caster Catholic Principal, Terry Klugh, 
alerting the school via intercom of an 
intruder. Gun shots then emanated from 

Lancaster Catholic High 
School students run with 
their hands in the air to 
the safety of the football 
stadium during an active 
intruder drill Sept. 16.

Lancaster Catholic High School First  
in Region to Implement Active Shooter Drill

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

the lobby. In that moment, the students 
and faculty had to make a decision: was 
it safer to run to an exit or lockdown 
and hide? Students were encouraged 
to text or call 911 during the drill, a 
planned procedure that had never been 
done before in the country, according to 
Lancaster Catholic’s Public Relations 
and Marketing Director, Kevin Carver.

“Actors” were selected before the 
drill to represent the wounded and 

dead. Some were made up with fake 
injuries, while others were identified 
with tags as being deceased. Students 
and faculty who made the decision to 
evacuate followed instructions to run 
from the school with their arms up and 
proceed to Rossmere Stadium where 
they reunited. There, school counselors 
were available to talk about the intense 
drill, and students were also met by cri-
sis response canines provided by the 

task force. Classrooms that had elected 
to lockdown remained in place until 
emergency services located them in the 
building.

Using a mobile app that would also 
be used in a real-life situation, faculty 
could check on their students, account-
ing for those who made it out of the 
building and those who were still miss-
ing. Once rescue teams announced that 
all students were accounted for, they 
were brought back to the school.

English teacher Kelsi Chuprinski, in 
an interview with The Catholic Witness, 
recounted that her class had heard the 
gunshots from below, and when needed 
to make the decision to run or hide, she 
and her students elected to escape. 

She said she believes drills like these 
are important because, “you have to 
know your plan. When your adrenaline 
is pumping, you have to know how to 
react; you don’t want to be standing in 
fear.”

“We do fire drills, but they are easy – 
you just get out – but for this drill, you 
don’t know where to get out, you don’t 
know what to do. There are different 
options, and you have to practice,” she 
said.

The South Central Task Force 
(SCTF), along with local response 
agencies, have worked with Lancaster 
Catholic High School for more than 
eight months to prepare for the active 
intruder drill.  

“The school has really put everything 
into this preparedness exercise,” said 
Ann Harach, the lead planner for the 
SCTF. “They have already made a lot of 
changes to assist them for a disaster, no 
matter what the disaster,” she said, ex-
plaining that the drill helped the school 
test their policies and procedures.

At press time, Lancaster Catholic was 
anticipating a debriefing meeting to talk 
about the experience. 

“Although school shootings are a 
low-frequency occurrence, they have 
devastating consequences,” said Adri-
enne Howe, Lancaster Catholic’s As-
sistant Principal. “This drill will help us 
to test our plans and procedures for re-
sponding to such a crisis in a safe, non-
threatening environment, and prepare 
our students and employees for how to 
respond during an emergency.” 

A student’s cell phone displays  
the communication with local  

emergency responders as part of the 
drill. Students were encouraged to 
call or text 911 during the exercise.

Lancaster Catholic students interact with a Crisis Response Canine at their 
school’s football field following the drill. The dogs were present as part of the 
exercise.
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Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

Bishop Ronald Gainer welcomes attendees to the di-
ocese’s inaugural Facilities Risk Management Safety 
Conference, offered at the Cardinal Keeler Center 
Sept. 13.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness 

Facilities and maintenance personnel from parishes, 
schools, Catholic Charities and cemeteries in the dio-
cese found the tools they need to develop a responsive 
support service for the safe and efficient operation and 
maintenance of their facilities at the diocese’s inaugu-
ral Facilities Maintenance Risk Management Safety 
Conference, held Sept. 13 at the Cardinal Keeler Cen-
ter in Harrisburg.

Inaugural Facilities Risk Management 
Safety Conference Promotes Stewardship

Conference attendees meet with vendors to 
discuss stewardship, efficiency and safety.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

The conference, hosted by the Diocesan Depart-
ment of Buildings and Properties, was designed to of-
fer attendees information regarding the operation of 
their facilities through presentations and discussion 
led by local experts. The agenda began with opening 
prayer led by Bishop Ronald Gainer, followed by re-
marks from Terry Conner, Director of the Department 
of Buildings and Properties, and Mike Ogden, Dioc-
esan Director of Risk Management and Safety.

Presentations included the Trane Building Advan-
tage program; insurance, by The Graham Company; 
risk management, from Catholic Mutual; asbestos, by 
Generations Environmental Consulting; the benefits 
of energy consortium, by Direct Energy; LED light-
ing, by Graybar; and liquor law clarification, by the 
Pennsylvania State Police Bureau of Liquor Enforce-
ment. 

“The first annual Facilities Risk Management 
Safety Conference was held to provide a platform for 
staff, colleagues and vendors to collaborate on initia-
tives to better serve the diocesan community with a 
support service for the safe and efficient operation 
and maintenance of all physical facilities,” Mr. Con-
ner told The Catholic Witness.

The Diocesan Department for Buildings and Prop-
erties is responsible for advising parishes and schools 
regarding construction, renovations and maintenance; 
management of the shared-maintenance program; real 
estate issues; and the operation and maintenance of 
the Diocesan Center, the Cardinal Keeler Center, and 
the Priests’ Retirement Residence.

The Diocesan Department of Buildings and Proper-
ties is a support service, and as such offers numer-
ous ways to assist all diocesan entities via its Shared 
Maintenance Program, Procurement Office and safe-
ty/risk management expertise. For information and 
assistance, contact:

Director of Buildings and Properties, Terry Conner
717-657-4804, ext. 358, or tconner@hbgdiocese.org

Procurement Agent, Patrick Kielwein
717-657-4804, ext. 384, or pkielwein@hbgdiocese.org

Director of Safety/Risk Management, Mike Ogden
717-657-4804, ext. 388, or mogden@hbgdicoese.org

To report suspected abuse of a minor, call the 
toll free PA Child Abuse Hotline at:

1-800-932-0313.

To report suspected abuse of a minor by a 
church official, employee or volunteer, also 
please call the diocesan toll free hotline at:

1-800-626-1608
or email: ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org

For more information,  
visit www.HbgDiocese.org/protect

Annual Red Mass 
October 3 at 5:30 p.m.

St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg

Most Rev. Ronald Gainer, D.D.,J.C.L., 
Bishop of Harrisburg, Celebrant

Rev. David Link, J.D., L.L.D., D.Litt., D.Sc., 
a former dean of the  

Notre Dame Law School, homilist  

At the Red Mass, lawyers, judges, lawmakers, 
and public officials gather together to pray for 
God’s wisdom and guidance in their pursuit 
of justice. All are welcome and encouraged 
to attend. For additional information, please 
visit www.saintthomasmoresociety.com.

“Our Catholic Faith  
and the Death Penalty” 

A Seminar for Respect Life Month

October 25, from 7-8:30 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

The seminar will provide an overview of the 
many considerations related to this important is-
sue. Join discussion on how our faith and Catho-
lic social teaching informs us of the need to bal-
ance punishment, respect for human life, and the 
call for justice.

Scheduled Speakers:
Sean McCormack, Esq., Dauphin County 

Chief Deputy District Attorney

Father Paul C.B. Schenck, Director of the 
Diocesan Office of Respect Life Activities

Francis Viglietta, Director of the  
Social Concerns Department  

of the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference

The event is being offered free of charge. RSVP 
online at www.hbgdiocese.org. For more infor-
mation, contact Pete Biasucci at 717-657-4804, 
ext. 285. The seminar is sponsored by the Dioce-
san Commission on Catholic Social Doctrine and 
the Diocesan Office of Respect Life Activities.

• October 1 – Celebrant, Holy Name Society 
Mass, Holy Trinity Church, Columbia, 5 p.m.

• October 2 – Celebrant, 90th Anniversary Mass 
of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Court 
Queen of Peace #1023, St. Philip the Apostle 
Church, Millersville, 11:30 a.m.

• October 3 – Celebrant, Diocesan Red Mass, 
St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 5:30 p.m.

• October 4 – Sacrament of Confirmation, St. 
Joan of Arc Church, Hershey, 7 p.m.

• October 6 – Sacrament of Confirmation, St. 
Andrew Church, Waynesboro, 7 p.m.

• October 8 – Celebrant, Mass for the Grand 
Ultreya, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 9 
a.m.; Celebrant, Mass for Get Connected Young 
Adult Event, St. Leo the Great Church, Rohrer-
stown, 4:30 p.m.

• October 9-14 – Priest Continuing Formation 
Workshop, Hunt Valley, Md.

• October 15 – Celebrant, Mass for the Diocesan 
Women’s Conference, 2:45 p.m.

• October 16 – Sacrament of Confirmation, 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, Lewisburg, during 
Sunday Masses.
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Spiritual Hunger
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC

Special to The Witness

Recently, one of the Sisters with whom I live found that a mourning dove had 
fashioned a nest in her windowsill between the interior window and the storm win-
dow. The nest was made of only a handful of twigs and a few feathers. The sim-
plicity of the nest allowed an unimpeded vantage point to the development of the 
sole chick. I was often amused to watch the baby bird stretch its neck out for the 
offering of food that its parent provided. I assumed that “mom 
and dad” took turns providing food for the chick, since they were 
both present on and off. The tiny life was 
always hungering for more. The parents’ 
attention soon provided enough nourish-
ment for the tiny creature to grow feath-
ers and then finally take its first flight and 
sit unsteadily on the telephone line not 
too far from the sill. I truly felt sorry to 
see it fly off, and at the same time felt 
privileged in experiencing its growth and 
development. 

Matthew 10:29 came to my mind: “Are not two sparrows sold 
for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. And 
even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more 
value than many sparrows.” Yes, a sparrow is not a dove, but the same application 
applies! It is amazing to me to realize that God not only intimately knows and looks 
after this baby chick, but also personally knows and looks after each and every one 
of us as well! 

I was reminded of this as I began a series of articles on the corporal works of 
mercy as part of my series on the works of mercy. They are: feed the hungry, give 
drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked, bury the dead, shelter the traveler, comfort the 
sick, and free the imprisoned.

Since this is the first article on the corporal works of mercy, I would like to focus 
not just on the bodily aspect of the list above, but rather on the spiritual side of each. 
If you are interested in obtaining ideas on how to live out the physical aspects of 
the corporal works of mercy, visit the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
website at http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/new-evange-
lization/jubilee-of-mercy/the-corporal-works-of-mercy.cfm  

As I began thinking and praying about spiritual hunger, I once again reached out 
to my fellow Diocesan Center employees who waited for the elevator by my office. 
I called out to them, “What is spiritual hunger?” In answer, one of them told me that 
spiritual hunger is rooted in how we are made. We find it in the prayer of the Our Fa-
ther, in which God satisfies the spiritual hungers or desires that are a part of our very 
self. Sister Margie Lavonis, CSC, a blogger, notes:  “Each of us has been famished 
for food sometime or another, but eating does not satisfy all our hungers. We also 
have spiritual hungers that need to be satisfied if we are to become mature adults.”1 

The following is a list of spiritual hungers that she provides on her blog. The list 
is hers; the reflections are mine.

Life is meaningful and has a purpose – Our society is constantly hammering 
that we need to buy more and more to make us feel happy. Is not the storage busi-
ness all about accumulating more and more items to fulfill what we don’t have in 
order to find happiness? True meaning in our life is only found in relationship with 
God. Discovering as well as owning God’s amazing love and mercy is truly a “life-
changing” experience! The fruit of this discovery is joy that bubbles out of our very 
being and is infectious to others.  

Craving community – We are made for an experience of community; of belong-
ing to another. In Genesis 2, we read: “Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that 
the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.’” He created us 
in His image and in His likeness. If the very Trinitarian nature of God is a “com-
munity” of beings, it is not surprising that we need others to assist us to be our best.

Hungering to be heard – Part of living in a community of relationships is listen-
ing to one another. This requires not only hearing words that we speak but listening 
with the heart and listening in love. When we give someone our full attention, when 
we pour love into them as we listen, we are ‘feeding’ them with love. We are satisfy-
ing their spiritual hunger.

Longing to be loved and appreciated – Many, many headlines in our news-
papers and the leading stories in the nightly news deal with individuals who have 
never experienced love and appreciation. As followers of Christ, we are called to 
love. I was recently approached by a three-year-old who asked me, “Wanna, know 
how much I love you? This much!” He said this as he spread out his arms. “Like 
Jesus on the Cross!”

Being accepted – Acceptance is a fruit of love. When I was a classroom teacher, 
I often reflected with my students on the importance of accepting their fellow class-
mates out of respect to them and love of God. This was often difficult for them be-
cause of differences in personality as well as cultural. We would often pray for the 
grace to accept the differences of others by deepening our love for them. The prayers 
of my students so often taught me to be rooted in the circumstances of everyday life. 
They taught me that I should personally reflect how I brought love into the world 
on a daily basis. This practice I have incorporated with my daily Examination of 
Conscience during my night prayer.

As you can tell by these five elements, we are all baby birds hungering to be fed 
not only physically but spiritually as well. The Year of Mercy is about feeding not 
only the stomachs of others but also their hearts and souls. As we reach out to re-
ceive the Eucharist, as God feeds us His grace, we are then invited to feed others. 
They “chirp” at us in different ways. It is my continued prayer for you that as God 
pours out His grace to you, you in turn share what He gives to others.

1 http://www.cscsisters.org/spirituality/livingthefaith/Pages/spiritual_hunger.aspx
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network Coordi-

nator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for Wives in the 
Diaconate Program. An educator for 29 years, she is responsible for Professional 
Development Programs for every age learner. Through her presentations, she chal-
lenges her audiences to be the individual God has called them to be.) 

Thoughts
from a Catholic  

Evangelist
Sister Geralyn 
Schmidt, SCC

Attention Catholic  
Boy Scouts and Scouters!

The Diocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting is going  
to summer camp next year, and invites you to come along!

July 23-29, 2017 • Camp Tuckahoe • Dillsburg, PA

This week will include all of the traditional Scouting 
events and advancement opportunities and is open to 
Scouts of all faiths. Details about the Catholic activities 
we’ll offer and the registration process are now available 

on the DCCS website, available under 
the Youth tab of the diocesan website, 
http://www.hbgdiocese.org. You may 
also contact Patrick McCormack via e-
mail at patrick.a.mccormack@gmail.com 
for more information.

Plan now to join us for what promises to be  
an exciting and faith-affirming week in the woods! 

Fishers of Men Dinner 
 

To benefit the Seminarians of the  
Roman Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg 

 

Friday, October 21, 2016, 6:00 p.m. 
 
 

at the Cardinal Keeler Center 
4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg 

 

Cost is $150 per plate  
$800 per table of six or $1,000 per table of eight. 

 

Sponsored by the Office of Vocations 
(717) 657-4804 ext. 282 

 
Visit our website at www.hbgdiocese.org/fishersofmen  

for more information or to register. 

Sign Up to Receive The Witness Electronically
You can read The Catholic Witness online, wherever you go!   
Through a free e-mail service, you can receive the diocesan newspaper in 

a fast and user-friendly electronic format. Sign up, and you will receive an e-
mail with a direct link to each edition as it is published. 

Sign up for the e-mail service by logging on to the diocesan Web site at 
www.hbgdiocese.org. Follow the News/Events tab to The Catholic Witness 
page and click on “Catholic Witness E-mail Sign Up.” Once you complete the 
form, you will be added to our e-mail list.

Receiving The Catholic Witness electronically is a great way for college 
students and people who live outside of the diocese to stay in touch with the 
Church in Harrisburg. It’s also an alternative for those who wish to read the 
paper online instead of receiving a copy in the mail.

Registration with the e-mail service will not automatically cancel your 
mailed subscription. If you prefer to receive the online version instead of a 
copy in the mail, contact our Circulation Coordinator, Susan Huntsberger, at 
shuntsberger@hbgdiocese.org or 717-657-4804, ext. 201, with your Witness 
account number, and your name, address and phone number. 

And remember, previous editions of the newspaper – dating back to early 
2011 – are also available online. You can find them at www.hbgdiocese.org. 
Just follow the News/Events tab to The Catholic Witness page.
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October is Respect Life Month

USCCB Respect Life Program
When we fall in love, become parents, or enter into any sig-

nificant relationship, it is not uncommon to experience a shift in 
worldview that shapes our actions. 

Consider parents holding their first newborn son or daughter. 
While there is no instruction manual for all the possible circum-
stances they may encounter, their guiding framework is the lov-
ing, parental relationship with their child. With his encyclical 
Laudato si’, Pope Francis invites us to understand more deeply 
our relationships with God, one another, and the rest of creation, 
and to live accordingly. “Everything is connected,” he reminds 
us (LS 91). 

God uses creation to bring us into loving relationship with 
himself, most notably through the sacraments. We experience 
this most powerfully in the Eucharist, the true body and blood 
of Christ, received under the appearance of bread and wine, 
where “all that has been created finds its greatest exaltation” 
(LS 236). God invites us to embrace creation on this deeper 
level through our worship of himself (LS 235). Our relationship 
with Christ—strengthened by receiving him worthily in Holy 
Communion—helps us understand our relationships with one 
Pope Francis warns against placing ourselves “at the center,” 
thinking we don’t need God and lacking concern for other crea-
tures (LS 122, 68-69). But he also rejects the view that “the 
presence of human beings on the planet should be reduced and 
all forms of intervention prohibited” (LS 60). The Holy Father 
affirms, instead, that human beings possess “a particular dignity 
above other creatures” and share a distinct responsibility for the 
world entrusted to us (LS 119, 242). When any of our relation-
ships are out of balance—with God, one another, or the rest of 
creation—all our relationships suffer.

We see evidence of this imbalance on a large scale today. 
Building upon the teaching of his predecessors, the Holy Father 
discusses in great detail the disrepair apparent in creation. Our 
distorted relationship with God has infected our relationship 
with the earth, evidenced by pollution, lack of clean water, tox-
ic waste, and immense material waste. For example, “approxi-
mately a third of all food produced is discarded, and ‘whenever 

Serene Attentiveness to God’s Creation

USCCB Respect Life Program
25 years ago I gave birth to a baby boy and … lovingly placed 

him into the waiting arms of his parents. …I pray that his life 
has been full of joy, laughter, and abundant love. My thoughts 
and prayers also turn to my beautiful family and friends that 
lifted me up then and now. – Maya*

Maya discovered she was pregnant six months into her fresh-
man year of college. When her son was born, she placed him 
with a very kind adoptive family; she “just knew they were the 
right choice.” Now, years later, Maya emphasizes the impor-
tance of offering ongoing support to expectant mothers consid-
ering adoption. Would you know how to do so? Maya makes the 
following suggestions. 

Let compassion guide your actions—always. Consider 
whether your words and actions consistently convey under-
standing, compassion, and empathy. Would a woman facing an 
unexpected pregnancy know she could turn to you? If you are 
a parent, consistently reinforce to your children that you love 
them unconditionally and they can come to you with anything.

Do not pit adoption against abortion. As Cardinal O’Malley 
once noted while chair of the bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life 
Activities, to a pregnant woman in crisis, adoption is often seen 
as worse than either raising or aborting an unexpected baby. 
Placing a child for adoption is “perceived as a kind of double 
death. First, the death of self by carrying the baby to term,” and 
second, “the death of the child thru ‘abandonment.’” 1 Be aware 
that “studies suggest that in pitting adoption against abortion, 
adoption will be the hands-down loser.” So first focus on en-

Accompanying Expectant  
Mothers Considering Adoption

The Diocesan Secretariat for Catholic 
Life and Evangelization Presents

The Bittersweet Season
Saturday, October 22, from 9 a.m.-noon

Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Forever in Our Hearts Ministry is offering a grief 

workshop for families that have lost a child due to miscar-
riage, stillbirth, abortion or infant death. Please join us as 
together we prepare for the upcoming challenging season.

Featuring Leslie Delp, Founder of Olivia’s House  
and bereavement specialist

A light social and refreshments will be held following 
the workshop. 

Register online at www.hbgdiocese.org/respectlife
For more information, contact Jaclyn Curran at  

717-657-4804, ext. 313, or jcurran@hbgdiocese.org
There is no registration fee for this event. However, this 

program relies on financial contributions. Please know 
that a donation is not required to participate, and families 
that choose to contribute may do so at any amount.

food is thrown out it is as if it were stolen from the table of the 
poor’” (LS 50).

What the Holy Father often calls a “culture of waste” or a 
“throwaway culture” even goes so far as to see and treat hu-
man life as disposable. The elderly are marginalized, and the 
lives of persons with disabilities are deemed less worth living 
(LS 123). The fundamental truth that “the inalienable worth of 
a human being transcends his or her degree of development” is 
forgotten—leading to the destruction of unwanted babies in the 
womb and experimentation on embryonic children in the lab 
(LS 136, 123). Sometimes, even efforts to alleviate the suffer-
ing of certain populations lead to offenses against human life. 
Pope Francis warns, for example, against international pressure 
which makes the promotion of contraception, abortion, and oth-
er harmful practices a condition for economic aid. 

At times, efforts seeking to protect the environment and other 
creatures disregard or even attack the particular dignity of hu-

man beings. Although we are called to care for creation, the 
Holy Father makes clear that this approach is not only incon-
sistent, it “compromises the very meaning of our struggle for 
the sake of the environment” (LS 91). Quoting Pope Benedict 
XVI’s encyclical Charity in Truth, Pope Francis explains fur-
ther: 

Since everything is interrelated, concern for the protection 
of nature is also incompatible with the justification of abor-
tion. How can we genuinely teach the importance of concern 
for other vulnerable beings, however troublesome or inconve-
nient they may be, if we fail to protect a human embryo, even 
when its presence is uncomfortable and creates difficulties? “If 
personal and social sensitivity towards the acceptance of new 
life is lost, then other forms of acceptance that are valuable for 
society also wither away” (LS 120).

Pope Francis isn’t endorsing a secular environmentalism—he 
has a broader idea in mind—one that echoes the sentiments of 
another predecessor, Pope St. John Paul II. In his 1990 World 
Day of Peace message, the great saint reminded us that “no 
peaceful society can afford to neglect either respect for life or 
the fact that there is an integrity to creation” (7). He later ad-
dressed Catholics directly, reminding us of our “serious obliga-
tion to care for all of creation” (16).

If we are filled with the love of God, a culture of encounter 
and solidarity will begin to bloom. Pope Francis stresses, “We 
are speaking of an attitude of the heart, one which approaches 
life with serene attentiveness, which is capable of being fully 
present to someone without thinking of what comes next” (LS 
226). With this attitude of heart, we neither treat other humans 
as disposable, nor neglect to care for God’s creation at any lev-
el. Through a conversion of heart, repairing our relationships 
with God, one another, and all of creation, we can combat the 
many pollutants that poison our hearts and our world.

(Reprinted from Respect Life Program, copyright © 2016, 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. 
All rights reserved. For additional information and resources 
for Respect Life Month, visit www.usccb.org/respectlife.)

couraging her that she can carry this baby to term. 
    Reassure her that she can “breathe.” She may feel as 

though her world is ending. To women with an unplanned 
pregnancy, Maya says, “This is survivable. Have hope.” In an 
unexpected pregnancy, decisions begin to accumulate quickly, 
which can be stressful and overwhelming. Reassure her that she 
doesn’t need to resolve everything right away. She will even-
tually have to make decisions on parenting or adoption, but 
for now, she can just breathe. Maya explains this reassurance 
helped her consider what she wanted for her life, which, in turn, 
made it possible for her to consider adoption.  

Love her for herself. In some of her friendships, Maya re-
members, “I ceased to be Maya at that time. I was just ‘that 
pregnant friend.’” Show your expectant friend or family mem-
ber you love her for her own sake, and affirm that she is not de-
fined by her pregnancy. She is still herself, and she will continue 
to be herself after the pregnancy. 

Affirm that adoption is a loving choice. As alluded to ear-
lier, adoption is sometimes negatively portrayed or perceived as 
abandonment; this misperception is reinforced by the phrase, 
“giving the baby up for adoption” (an expression many don’t 
know is insensitive). Your friend or family member is likely ex-
periencing a number of conflicting emotions. Let her know that 
placing a child for adoption is a loving and generous option that 
shows her long-term motherly care. In placing, she gives her 
child the gift of a family, and gives that family the gift a child. 

Help her see beyond her pregnancy. A woman who be-
comes pregnant unexpectedly may feel as though her world is 
ending. To women with an unplanned pregnancy, Maya says, 
“This is survivable. Have hope.” Help your pregnant friend set 
and work towards goals that extend beyond the nine months of 
her pregnancy. At the same time, be particularly careful not to 
trivialize her motherhood or the difficulties she may be facing.

Be present. Invite her to spend time with you, and don’t be 
afraid to invite her to join group outings. If you are concerned 
for her comfort, don’t cease inviting her (which can be unin-
tentionally hurtful); be honest about your concern, and ask her 
what she needs. Maya continues to cherish those friendships in 
which nothing changed because of her pregnancy—from fre-
quent phone calls and movie nights to invitations to watch her 
team’s volleyball games.  

Reach out. Maya explains that the mother, as well as her 
family members, need support; the baby’s grandparents, aunts, 
and uncles are affected, too. Sometimes people may not know 
what to say, so they don’t say anything; break the silence. Ex-
press your support to the expectant mother as well as to her 
family. Communicate you are there for them, and ask how you 
can be supportive. They may not have an answer or respond 
right away, but keep showing you care (unless they ask you to 
stop). Pray for them, mail a note, send brownies or a gift card to 

an activity that is not pregnancy-related, or make other creative, 
thoughtful gestures. 

Keep reaching out, and encourage her to seek support ser-
vices, if needed. Maya also emphasizes the need for continued 
support of the birth-mother and her family after the placement. 
Some birth-parents grieve after the placement. It doesn’t mean 
the decision was wrong, but simply that the experience was life-
changing. These can be very normal emotions. Be aware that 
this season of transition can be difficult as the mother and her 
family mourn the baby’s absence and adjust to a new normal. 
Encourage her to seek “aftercare services” offered by adoption 
agencies, if needed.  

Every situation is different, so the manner of appropriate sup-
port will vary, but the need for continuing compassion remains 
the same. Help them hold onto hope. May we show others 
God’s tender loving care through faith strengthened by prayer 
and lived out in love. 

*Name changed to protect privacy.
1 Cardinal Seán P. O’Malley, OFM Cap. “Homily, Opening 

Mass, 2013 National Prayer Vigil for Life.” Basilica of the Na-
tional Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, Washington, DC. 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. http://www.
usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/january-roe-events/cardinal-
sean-p-omalley-opening-mass-2013-national-prayer-vigil-for-
life.cfm

(Reprinted from Respect Life Program, copyright © 2016, 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. 
All rights reserved. For additional information and resources 
for Respect Life Month, visit www.usccb.org/respectlife.) 
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Lydia Gould, a junior at Hershey High School, has found 
a more spiritual outlook on life through her involvement in 
the Life Teen movement

“When things happen in life and in school, I always keep 
some of the lessons and discussions [from Life Teen] in the 
back of my mind to help me live more holy,” she told The 
Catholic Witness.

Life Teen is a Eucharist-centered movement that aims to 
lead teenagers and their families into a deeper relationship 
with Jesus and the Church. Since its inception in the 1980s, 
more than 1,800 parishes in 31 different countries have ad-
opted it into their own youth ministries, and the program can 
be found in several parishes in the Diocese of Harrisburg. 

The program is subscription-based, and supplies teaching 
resources and organized retreats, and is involved in World 
Youth Day held every three years. It seeks, according to its 
mission, “to unleash the fullness of the Sacramental power 
present within the young Church.”

Through Life Teen, youth ministry coordinators and their 
core team members have useful resources to aid in teen 
discussion. They can find tools relevant to specific parts of 
a teen’s life, addressing Theology of the Body, or circum-
stances of illness, death or suicide.

John Triscik, youth coordinator at St. Joan of Arc Parish in 
Hershey, began working with the Life Teen program in 1998 
while ministering at a parish in Chicago. The program has 
been used at St. Joan’s for ten years. 

“Youth ministry evolves every two to three years,” he 
said, noting that Life Teen helps with 
the change by keeping the ministry 
fresh and out of a rut. The youth from 
St. Joan come from several different 
high schools, including Hershey, Lower 
Dauphin, Palmyra, Milton Hershey, and 
Bishop McDevitt. 

Life Teen isn’t part of required reli-
gious education; the youth who partici-
pate choose to be active in it. 

“It’s about community and building 
a relationship with one another as we 
build a relationship with Jesus,” Mr. 
Triscik explained. 

 At parishes that have implemented 
Life Teen, the program is open to any 
student in grades 9-12. 

“Everyone is welcome, no matter 
who they are and no matter what domi-
nation,” Mr. Triscik said. “I always tell 
the teens, ‘I don’t know one person 
that doesn’t need to know about Jesus, 
whether they are Catholic, Presbyterian, 
or any type of Evangelical, or if they 
have no idea who Jesus is. The doors are 
open to anybody who wants to come.”

While the program is open to students 
of all religious backgrounds, the minis-
try is a Catholic one, and offers “intentional catechesis,” Mr. 
Triscik said. In the past eight years, seven teens in the Life 
Teen program at St. Joan of Arc have joined the Catholic 
Church. 

Life Nights are a prominent aspect of the ministry. These 
gatherings are normally held on Sunday evenings after eve-
ning Mass, although some parishes have seen a better turn-
out by hosting their teen time after the late morning Mass.

There are several constants in each meeting. First and 
foremost, food. If there is one thing that all teens agree on, it 
is food. The sessions also typically have an ice-breaker ac-
tivity, proclamation and catechesis, small group break-outs 
and Eucharistic Adoration or prayer. This program is very 
focused on bringing the youth to Jesus, and it gives youth 
ministers the tools to make Him the focus.     

At a Life Teen night in September at St. Patrick Parish in 
Carlisle, Zach Daron, a teen who is also involved in music 
ministry, shared why he joined the program.

“The summer before my freshman year, I actually skipped 
a baseball game to come to Life Teen. I heard 
it was a lot of fun and I just really wanted to 
get involved with it.” He was supposed to 
play in the game but “ended up quitting the 
team after that because they had some nega-
tive influences on my life, and Life Teen re-
ally changed that around.” 

Zach said that Life Teen has been impor-
tant to his high school years because “I’m not 
afraid to pray in public, or before I eat. And 
with doing music ministry, I’m not afraid to 
profess my voice, sing the glory of God 
whenever someone needs it or someone needs 
lifted up. It’s really built me up a lot to not be 
afraid to do the things I do out in public.”

His favorite aspect of Life Teen is the fel-
lowship, he said, because it feels like a second 
family. He is now a senior in high school, and 
as he moves forward he knows that Life Teen 
has impacted his life.

“It’s definitely built confidence in me. I’ve 
had to do many witnesses in front of every-
one and that helped build my confidence,” 

‘I’m not afraid to profess my voice, sing the glory of God’
‘Life Teen’ Ministry Lifts High School Students in Living the Faith

Chris Wayne, a core member of Life Teen, fills the role of the 
sign man as Heather Howie and Kristen Boles role play a  
television talk show.

Zach said. As I go forward I’m still undecided [about future 
plans], but coming here really helps me pray and know what 
God has in store for me in the future.”

The Life Teen program varies in each parish at different 
levels. Mary, Mother of Church Parish in Mount Joy is in its 
fourth year with the program, which was initially started by 
former pastor, Father Luis Rodriguez, and then handed over 
to Kim Moore, who is the coordinator with a team of 12 
core members. The parish has implemented into its religious 
education program “Edge,” a Life Teen program for youth in 
grades 6-8. “Edge” has proven to be a way to evangelize the 
youth before they enter high school. While the youth are in 
formation for Confirmation, Mrs. Moore and the youth min-
isters use Edge because, as she describes, “what we found 
is that we get them acclimated and more comfortable with 
a youth ministry program in eighth grade before they are 
confirmed, so that afterwards they feel comfortable staying 
with us and being more active in Life Teen.”

Both Mr. Triscik and Mrs. Moore spoke about relational 

ministry, being present to the teens wherever they are in life. 
They are using this form of ministry in their own parishes, 
whether that means seeing the youth at a grocery store and 
saying hello, or checking in with the teens on something that 
they may have discussed the week prior. It can also mean be-
ing present at a high school football game, so the teens know 
that the youth ministers care about all aspects of their lives, 
not just when they are at Teen Nights. 

Keeping youth involved in the Church during college 
and after graduation is also a part of this ministry. Learning 
about Jesus doesn’t have to end after Confirmation, and it 
shouldn’t. 

“We touch on topics that are related to the teens and that 
they are dealing with every day: how to defend your faith, 
how to live your faith in your school, in your work, in your 
home; how to talk to your friends about your faith, and how 
to do that in love,” Mrs. Moore said. “I think they feel com-
fortable here, they feel comfortable talking about their faith, 
they feel comfortable praising and worshipping God, and 
they see they are not alone.”

But Life Teen doesn’t just impact the youth of a parish, 
it has been seen to influence other parishioners too. At St. 
Patrick’s in Carlisle where Life Teen has been implemented 
for eight years, Steve Cordier, core team member, said that 
he believes Life Teen is affecting the rest of the parish.

“Life Teen affects the entire family, not just the teens. 
Leading teens closer to Christ affects everyone.” He con-
tinued, “People come to the Life Teen Mass for the music 
and the energy the teens bring to the Mass. We also have a 
semi-annual XLT, which is an hour of Adoration, praise and 
worship music and a short meditation talk. More and more 
parishioners [without teens] are attending. We had approxi-
mately 300 people attend the XLT we had last November.”

Life Teen encourages mission retreats, participation with 
Catholic work camps and being active in the faith. It is not 
just a form of a lesson plan. “Our teens are learning their 
faith by experiencing their faith,” Mr. Cordier said. “We 
don’t use a classroom model. We teach the faith by living 
it with our teens. The teens have so much pressure to learn 
in school; Life Teen is stress free. Over the course of four 
years, we cover the Catechism so our teens hear and live 
what’s important for their formation.”

He pointed out that a former Life Teen member is current 
a seminarian, two or three others are considering a vocation 
to the priesthood, and several young ladies are discerning 
religious life.

“This is a tremendous effect of Life Teen,” 
he said. 

Friendships and community are important 
to teens. They are building lasting friendships 
during these years and forming into adults 
who will need a community to lean on. Life 
Teen helps the youth to form these relation-
ships with each other, so that they can further 
grow their relationships together in Christ. 

Morgan Hall, involved in Life Teen St. Pat-
rick’s, Carlisle, shared, “It really gives you 
strength when you’re at a public school and 
not a lot of kids are living their faith out, but 
you know you have brothers and sister back-
ing you up at Life Teen. If you’re in a tough 
situation or if you need that motivation you 
can text them and they will be right there to 
tell you that you are amazing, to give you the 
words of God, to give you that strength that 
you need to keep moving forward.”

(For information on implementing Life 
Teen, visit the program’s Web site at www. 
lifeteen.com.) 

Dan Davenport  
participates in an 

 icebreaker, as fellow 
Life Teen members toss  

Q-Tips to stick to him. 

Olivia Trombley and Caitlyn Phillips present the gifts to Bishop Ron-
ald Gainer during a Life Teen Mass at St. Patrick Church in Carlisle 
in September.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Olivia Trombley and Caitlyn 
Phillips present the gifts to 

Bishop Ronald Gainer during 
a Life Teen Mass at St. Patrick 

Church in Carlisle in  
September.

EMILY M. ALBERT,  
THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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they have a home, to feel that 
they have a bed where they can 
be safe at night,” she said. 

Ms. Schaefer had been the 
featured speaker at Catholic 
Charities’ inaugural Come and 
See dinner in 2006. In fact, the 
annual benefit takes its name 
from her book, “Come and 
See,” which highlights her jour-
ney in 1995 into the world of the 
woman who is now the Catholic 
Church’s newest saint.

In December 2015, Ms. 
Schaefer returned to the moth-
erhouse of the Missionaries of 
Charity, and spent a week visit-
ing the orphanages, the home for 
the dying and the leper colony 
outside of Calcutta that Mother 
Teresa founded in 1952.

Speaking to the audience 
gathered for the Come and See 
dinner, Ms. Schaefer recounted 
her journeys there, illustrating 
how Mother Teresa’s spirit lives 
on in the ministry of the Mis-
sionaries of Charity.

This year’s Come and See 
dinner drew some 300 attend-
ees to the Cardinal Keeler Cen-
ter in Harrisburg for an evening 
of awareness and support for 
the Homes for Healing, located 
at the St. Samuel Center in sub-
urban Harrisburg. The fund-
raiser, which included a silent 
auction and raffles in addition 
to the dinner, raised approxi-
mately $30,000 for the Homes 
for Healing.

The Homes for Healing at 
the St. Samuel Center serve 
residents 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year, at no charge to cli-
ents.

The Interfaith Shelter pro-
vides 30-day emergency shel-
ter, assistance in securing per-
manent housing, food, clothing 

Compassion
Continued from 1

Diocese of Harrisburg 

   Cursillo  
Movement 

GRAND ULTREYA 
Saturday, October 8th, 2016  

9:00 AM till 3:00 PM 
Cardinal Keeler Center 4800 Union Deposit Road 

Harrisburg, Pa  17111 

To Register 
Contact: Phil Talarico                      Registration: $15.00 
Email: bstala1@gmail.com 
Phone: 717-691-0604 
Address: 2227 Canterbury Dr, Mechanicsburg, Pa 17055 

       Holy Sacrifice of the Mass- 9:15am 
      Main Celebrant  - Bishop Ronald Gainer 
      Co-Celebrants     - Fr. William Weary 
               - Fr. John Bednarik 

Linda Schaefer’s book, “Come and See: A Photojournalist’s Journey into the World of Mother Teresa,” was 
made available for purchase at the benefit dinner for Catholic Charities. Ms. Schaefer was the first keynote 

speaker at the inaugural dinner, which was named after the title of her book.
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

and baby supplies, and 
referrals for employ-
ment, healthcare and 
child care.

Lourdeshouse pro-
vides maternity care 
and residential services 
to pregnant women and 
their babies, including 
childbirth education, 
parenting classes, trans-
portation and aftercare.

Evergreen House pro-
vides a safe and secure 
environment for women 
recovering from addic-
tion. The program helps 

them achieve long-term recov-
ery, find stable housing and 
learn job skills.

“I feel so honored to be a part 
of Catholic Charities, because 
I know what beautiful work 
you’re doing here and around 
the country,” Ms. Schaefer said. 
“We have to demonstrate com-
passion for those who walk on 
this earth and are having a more 
difficult time than our own.”

Present for the Mass in St. Pe-
ter’s Square that canonized St. 
Teresa on Sept. 4, Ms. Schaefer 
reflected: “Mother Teresa, in my 
mind, would have said, ‘The 

true miracle of life is what you 
can do for others.’

“Thanks for the miracle,” Ms. 
Schaefer told the dinner attend-
ees. “It is in the charity of giv-
ing, and of giving people hope 
and a future.”

(For information on how you 
can help support the Homes 
for Healing at the St. Samuel 
Center, contact Chris Mee-
han, Director of Develop-
ment for Catholic Charities, at  
717-657-4804, ext. 284, or 
cmeehan@cchbg.org, or visit 
www.cchbg.org.) Linda Schaefer, the last photojournalist 

to be given permission by St. Teresa of  
Calcutta to photograph the work of the 
Missionaries of Charity, offers a keynote 
address at the annual Come and See 
dinner, comparing the work of Catholic 
Charities to the compassionate care that 
St. Teresa has demonstrated.
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Offering a keynote presentation on 
the healing ministry of Jesus dur-

ing the diocese’s annual Catholic Char-
ismatic Day of Renewal, Bishop Ronald 
Gainer told those gathered to look at 
miracles not as stained-glass windows to 
be admired, but rather as transparent glass 
through which to see the compassion of 
the Father.

“Everything about 
Jesus – all of his teach-
ing, all of his actions 
– is part of his healing 
ministry,” the bishop 
said, “because the Fa-
ther so loved the world 
that he sent his only 
begotten Son into the 
world, incarnate in 
our flesh, to take upon 
himself our sins and 
our infirmities, and to 
allow them to crush 
him to the point of death on a cross; and 
then, on the third day, to conquer our sins 
and our infirmities through the glory of 
his paschal mystery, the Easter mystery 
of the Resurrection.”

Offering reflections on the healing mir-
acles of Jesus as portrayed in the Gospels, 
Bishop Gainer called upon those at the 
Day of Renewal to consider this image: 
“When you stand before stained-glass 
windows, you behold the work of art and 
stand in amazement of the intricacy and 
the artistry. The healing miracles of Jesus 
are not like beautiful stained-glass win-
dows. They are to be like transparent win-
dows, through which we are supposed to 
see something else: the compassion and 
mercy of God.”

Catholic Charismatic Renewal is a 
powerful expression of the stirring of the 
Fire of the Holy Spirit, and calls atten-
tion to the work of the Holy Spirit, who 
gives gifts for the purpose of edifying and 
building up the Church.

Catholic Charismatic Renewal is an 
ecclesial movement – those groups and 
associations that work to spread the Good 
News and usher in the New Evangeliza-
tion. 

Miracles of Jesus Point to Mercy of God,  
Bishop Says at Charismatic Day of Renewal

Attendees of this year’s Charismatic Day of Renewal listen as Bishop Ronald Gainer presents his 
keynote talk Sept. 17 at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg.

In the Diocese of Harrisburg, those who 
are part of the Catholic Charismatic Re-
newal gather regularly for prayer groups, 
seminars, Masses with prayers for heal-
ing, and annual retreats and days of re-
newal.

This year’s Day of Renewal was held 
Sept. 17 at the Cardinal Keeler Center in 
Harrisburg, and, along with the keynote 
address by Bishop Gainer, included Mass 
celebrated by him and concelebrant Father 

Francis Karwacki, Li-
aison for the Diocesan 
Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal; a presenta-
tion on healing and 
forgiveness by Alberta 
Turcio, who serves 
with her husband as a 
full-time prayer group 
leader and music min-
ister in Lititz; as well 
as praise and worship, 
and prayers for heal-
ing.

In his keynote ad-
dress, Bishop Gainer pointed out that the 
34 miracles of Jesus in the Gospels fall 
into four categories: the healing miracles, 
in which Jesus repairs a human infirmity, 
such as leprosy or blindness; the exor-
cism miracles, where Jesus expels a de-
mon oppressing a person; the resuscita-
tion miracles, where 
Jesus brings a dead 
person back to life; 
and the nature mira-
cles, where Jesus ex-
presses his power over 
creation to walk on 
water, multiply loaves 
and fishes, and change 
water into wine. 

“The four Gospels 
give testimony that 
Jesus’ actions in his 
years of public life 
were just as impor-
tant as his words,” 
Bishop Gainer said. 
“His teaching and his 
preaching, his con-
troversial words were 
in conflict with those 
who were opposed to 

him, and his actions are just as important 
as his words.”

The bishop explained that the four 
evangelists – Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John – see the miracles from different 
perspectives, based on the communities 
for which they are writing the Gospels. 

For example, Matthew, writing for Jew-
ish converts to Christianity, highlights the 
miracles to show Jesus’ divine healing 
power in order to illustrate the presence 
of the reign of God. 

Mark, writing for a Roman audience, 
puts the miracles in the context of a bat-
tle, with Jesus showing the power of the 
Kingdom of God over Satan.

Luke’s Gospel is known as the Gospel 
of Mercy, and the healing miracles writ-
ten here are signs of God’s mercy and 
compassion. He wrote for Greek converts 
from paganism and demonstrated God’s 
plan of salvation.

John, writing for a Christian audience 
later than the authors of the synoptic Gos-
pels, does not use the same word for “mir-
acle” as the others do. Instead, he uses 
the word for “sign,” to show that Jesus 
performed the signs necessary to demon-
strate that he was the Son of God. 

“When the people in the Gospels – es-
pecially John’s – see Our Lord’s miracles, 
they think to themselves, ‘How did he 
do that,’ almost as if they’re watching a 

magician,” the bishop related. “But the 
real question to ask about all the miracles 
is, ‘Who alone could do that? That’s the 
question that Jesus begs the people to ask 
him. ‘Who could change water into wine? 
Who could bring back the dead? Who 
could give sight to someone who was 
born without it?’”

The bishop, as an example, pointed 
to Jesus’ words after the miracle of the 
loaves and the fishes: “You seek me not 
because you saw signs, but because you 
ate your fill of the bread.”

“The real miracle is the revelation of 
the divine power of Jesus over creation,” 
Bishop Gainer expressed. “But they 
didn’t see that. They just saw the surface 
– more bread, more fish. It was a stained-
glass window for them. They had to see 
through it towards the true miracle, which 
is that the Son of God has come in our 
flesh.”

Jesus’ healing ministry continues after 
his Ascension into Heaven, through the 
ministry of the apostles and throughout 
the history of the Church, even through 
today, Bishop Gainer pointed out. 

“He gave assurance at the table of the 
Last Supper that although he was leaving, 
he would not be absent, and that his heal-
ing power would not be taken back with 
him to Heaven, but that it would continue 
through and in the believing community,” 
he said.

“The ministry of healing is still at work 
in our Church,” the bishop said, pointing 
to the prayers of the Church for the re-
covery of the sick and afflicted, and pa-
tron saints whose intercession we seek for 
healing from certain conditions.  

“Every miracle is a miracle of mercy. It 
is the window through which we must see 
the compassion and the mercy of God,” 
Bishop Gainer said. 

“If we understand Jesus’ miracles in the 
context of the Kingdom, then I hope that 
would open our eyes to recognize the mir-
acles of ordinary, everyday life,” he said.

The bishop concluded with a quote 
from St. Leo the Great (400-461), speak-
ing about the life of the Church:

What was visible in Our Savior has 
passed over for us in his mysteries. The 
extraordinary manifestations of God’s 
power, mercy and goodness in Jesus’ min-
istry make us sensitive to the ordinary 
manifestations of God’s power and good-
ness in our own lives.  

(For information about Catholic Char-
ismatic Renewal in the Diocese of Har-
risburg, visit http://www.aliveinthespirit.
net/home.html or contact Father Francis 
Karwacki, diocesan liaison, at 570-339-
1031.)

Bishop Ronald Gainer speaks about 
the healing miracles of Christ as signs 
of the Father’s mercy during the annual 
Catholic Charismatic Day of Renewal.
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“Every miracle is a 
miracle of mercy. It is 
the window through 

which we must see the 
compassion and the 

mercy of God.”
~ Bishop Ronald Gainer,

Keynote Address,  
Charismatic Day of Renewal 
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An image of a crucifix without the 
arms of Jesus revealed the central 

message of the keynote address at this 
year’s Diocesan Education Conference:

Educators are the arms of God in the 
world.

“You are here [as Catholic school educa-
tors] because you are needed here, and it is 
part of God’s plan to do his work. You are 
God’s arms in the world,” keynote speaker 
Dr. Mary Crowley McDonald told the 
teachers and administrators of the diocese’s 
41 schools. 

Dr. McDonald, a former teacher, princi-
pal and Superintendent of Schools for the 
Diocese of Memphis, is the founder and 
CEO of MCD Partners, a national consult-
ing firm that provides services and models 
for educational success.

During her 14-year tenure as superinten-
dent in Memphis, she oversaw the opening 
of eight long-closed Catholic inner-city 
schools, as well as unprecedented expan-
sion from 14 to 29 schools in the diocese, 
resulting in the highest enrollment numbers 
there since the 1970s.

Along her own personal journey as 
superintendent – a position she initially un-
dertook with doubt in her abilities – Dr. Mc-
Donald received what she called “postcards 
from God” in the form of two crucifixes 
with the arms of Jesus broken off. 

She saw the first one at the altar in a mis-
sion church while attending an education 

Catholic School Educators Called to Be the Arms of God in the World

conference in San Diego. 
She found the second one in the attic 

of a Memphis school that the diocese was 
re-opening after 57 years. The crucifix now 
stands in the entryway of that revitalized 
school, as a reminder of the mercy and 
compassion that Catholic schools offer as 
the arms of God.

Addressing the crowd gathered in the au-
ditorium at Bishop McDevitt High School 
in Harrisburg on Sept. 21, Dr. McDonald 
admitted that her journey in education 
was not an easy one. Each step along the 
way, she doubted her abilities. And each 
time, God said to her, “Go back and make 
me present to the students and people you 
serve.”

She followed his plan as a new teacher 
in an inner-city high school, where students 
arrived hungry, lonely and scared, and she 
realized “they 
needed to have 
Christ present in 
their lives more 
than they needed 
algebra and ge-
ometry lessons.”

She also 
heeded God’s 
message as a 
principal. “No 
matter who came 
to me or what 
happened, my 
first response 
was to make 
God present. 

Things didn’t get any easier, but the per-
spective was different,” Dr. McDonald said. 

And she carried God’s message as she 
took on the responsibilities as superinten-
dent, “putting Catholic education back into 
the city of Memphis,” where children lived 
in generational poverty and violence, and 
the schools could provide for their hunger, 
health and psychological needs.

“You’ve been called, in spite of what you 
think you have to offer, to be where you are 
at this time in your life,” Dr. McDonald told 
the educators.

Reflecting on her years as a Catholic 
school student and later educator and 
administrator, she spoke of what she has 
learned.

The first lesson is the power of prayer, 
she said, and that prayer can be “a time and 
a place to put yourself together again, and 
to reflect on God’s presence in your life.” 
When you are discombobulated, prayer can 
help you “recombobulate,” she said.

Catholic schools have also taught her that 
everyone makes mistakes. To this point, she 
recounted how, in elementary school, she 
strived to be the perfect student, and follow 
the “Practice makes perfect” mantra. When 
she was selected among her classmates to 
present their pastor with a cake on his birth-
day, she accidentally stumbled, sending the 
cake to land on the priest’s lap.

Dr. McDonald recalled how she was fro-
zen with humiliation, until the pastor gently 
put his arm around her and exclaimed, 
“That’s what I call a birthday surprise!”

“There, in the compassionate gesture of 
that priest, I learned that being 
perfect does not feel as good 
as being loved,” Dr. McDon-
ald said. “What I’ve learned 
in Catholic schools is that 
everyone makes mistakes; it’s 
the response to those mistakes 
that makes the difference. … 
School should be a safe place 
for students to make mistakes 
so that they can learn, grow 
and become the people that 
they are meant to be.”

“What you do matters. It 
matters to the children you 

serve. It matters to your colleagues. It mat-
ters to your school,” she said. “What you do 
matters to your community, to your Church. 
And most of all, what you do matters to 
God.”

The annual Education Conference, which 
focused this year on the works of mercy, 
gathered diocesan educators for Mass cel-
ebrated by Bishop Ronald Gainer, joined at 
the altar by priests who serve as chaplains 
to the schools.

“Through all the things that you must 
teach, the importance of God’s love and 
mercy has to shine through,” the bishop 
remarked in his homily. “No matter what 
subject you’re teaching, no matter what 
your work of administration, somehow 
the mercy of God – his merciful eyes, his 
merciful heart – must be present…so that 
students who have been entrusted to our 
care for their education and formation come 
to experience what so many people never 
know and live their lives without experienc-
ing: the love and mercy of Jesus Christ.”

The conference offered various work-
shops and vendors throughout the day, and 
highlighted the service and talents of stu-
dents, as student ambassadors from Bishop 
McDevitt served as greeters and guides and 
assisted with conference preparations. The 
St. Joan of Arc School Choir from Hershey 
performed musical selections to welcome 
attendees as they gathered, and the Choir 
from Delone Catholic High School in 
McSherrystown led worship music for the 
Mass.

Frederick F. Noel Distinguished  
Educator Award

Sister Mary L.  Birster, IHM,  
Trinity High School, Camp Hill
Msgr. George V. Lentocha  

Mission Award
Our Lady of the Angels School,  

Columbia
20-Year Honorees

Sister Lydia Benyish, SSCM,  
St. Columba School, Bloomsburg

Sister Jean Gallagher, IHM,  
St. Columba School, Bloomsburg

Mary Lou Bytof,  
Trinity High School, Camp Hill

David Geisel,  
Trinity High School, Camp Hill

Joyce Sickora,  
Our Lady of Lourdes  

Regional School, Coal Township

Theresa Chanko,  
Our Mother of Perpetual Help School, Ephrata

Diane Vargo,  
Holy Name of Jesus School, Harrisburg

Barbara Ciccicioppi,  
St. Margaret Mary School, Harrisburg

Madeline Foley,  
St. Joan of Arc School, Hershey

Sister JoAnn Siesko, DM,  
St. Joan of Arc School, Hershey

Shelly Zabroske,  
St. Joseph School, Mechanicsburg

Michelle Banks,  
St. Theresa School, New Cumberland

Deborah Richard,  
St. Theresa School, New Cumberland

Pam Beauduy,  
St. Theresa School, New Cumberland

Joanne Lauchman, Immaculate  
Conception BVM School, New Oxford

206 Conference Honorees

Dr. Mary Crowley McDonald  
offers her keynote address,  

calling on Catholic educators to 
be the arms of God in the world.
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Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister Mary L. Birster of Trinity High School in 
Camp Hill receives the Frederick F. Noel Distinguished Educator Award 
from Bishop Ronald Gainer. Mr. Noel served as a teacher at York Catholic 
High School and as Assistant Superintendent for Special Programs for 
the Diocese of Harrisburg from 1970 until his death in 1990.

Devine White-Foster 
performs with his  

fellow members of 
the Choir from St. 

Joan of Arc School in 
Hershey, as  

educators arrive for 
the Education  

Conference.
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Above: Charlotte Clegg receives the Holy Eucharist from Bishop 
Gainer.
Left: Melissa and Michael Barna, and their son, Josh, present the gifts 
to Bishop Gainer, who married Mrs. and Mrs. Barna 27 years ago 
while he was pastor at Holy Trinity Parish in Whitehall, Pa.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Catholic Campus Ministry at Bucknell 
University in Lewisburg, with a wealth of 
spiritual and volunteer opportunities each 
semester, offers students a means of grow-
ing stronger in the Catholic faith.

There are social and community service 
events, daily Masses during the week and 
two Masses on weekends, Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament every Friday, a hand-
ful of retreats, and discussion groups on 
contemporary Catholic issues. 

And, on Sept. 24, during Family Week-
end on campus, Bishop Ronald Gainer 
celebrated Mass there in Rooke Chapel.

In his homily, he told the congrega-
tion: “We can’t change totally that there is 
poverty in the world, but we can notice, pay 
attention, not be complacent and indifferent. 
We must listen, but not just listen, but obey 
what Jesus says.”

“We must be careful about the divides we 
place in our lives; the indifference is what 
the Lord asks us to be aware of. Sometimes 
all it takes is to give a sign of kindness, a 
smile, a nod of recognition, a simple genu-
ine offer to help that helps the marginalized 
feel welcome. It can be very simple yet life 
changing when you do this in everyday life. 
It can make a huge difference on campus,” 
the bishop said. 

The bishop’s words rang true for the 
Catholic community of students, who focus 
many of their activities each semester on 
serving and caring 
for their fellow 
brothers and sisters 
in Christ.

On the pro-life 
front, they par-
ticipate in the March 
for Life in Wash-
ington, D.C., each 
January. During 
Respect Life Month 
in October, the 
Catholic Campus 
Ministry distributes 
an electronic news-
letter to Catholics 
on campus regard-
ing Church teach-
ing on euthanasia, 
abortion, just war 
theory and other 
social justice issues, 
and hosts a pro-life 
presentation from a 
keynote speaker on 
such topics as caring 
for persons with disabilities, medical moral 
issues or social justice. 

“The students here are instrumental 
in contributing to planning those things 
through a student-directed committee, the 

At Bucknell, Catholic Campus Ministry  
Students Grow in Faith through Service

Sarah Och and Nick Palmer process from Rooke Chapel during the Recessional.

Community Service Committee,” said 
Suzanne Domzalski, Assistant Catholic 
Campus Minister.  

Service is a strong component of Catholic 
Campus Ministry at Bucknell. Some of the 

more focused efforts 
include the annual 
“Alternative Spring 
Break Trip,” dur-
ing which students 
have taken on service 
opportunities to help 
those less fortunate 
empower themselves. 
In recent years, this 
trip has taken students 
to a small parish and 
village in the Do-
minican Republic; to 
the Romero Center 
in Camden, N.J., for 
Catholic education and 
retreat experiences; 
and to Nazareth Farm 
in rural West Virginia 
that offers service 
retreat experiences. 

Catholic Campus 
Ministry at Bucknell 
also has an ongoing 

relationship with the Mother Maria Kaupus 
Center in Mount Carmel, a home for lo-
cal community service projects. Already, 
students have participated in three overnight 
service trips there, undertaking efforts to 

help revitalize the community. The Mother 
Maria Kaupas Center seeks to identify and 
respond to needs in the community.  The 
Center provides a home to several projects 
and programs dedicated to community 
service and welcomes those interested in 
opportunities to volunteer their time and 
talents.

  “Our CCM has a strong commitment 
to facilitating the development of Catholic 
leaders for the future beyond Bucknell, in 
their parishes, communities and the world.

Through their involvement in our five 
ministries/committees (Liturgical, Spiri-
tual Life and Evangelization, Community 
Service and Social Action, Events and 
Outreach, and Administration), we mentor 
students in developing skills in planning 
and implementing projects and events with 
an emphasis on collaborating with each 
other, appreciating each others God-given 
gifts and resolving differences when they 
occur,” said Mrs. Domzalski. “Our primary 
emphasis for students is that they are part of 
a caring, welcoming Catholic community, 
rather than an organization in which they 
need to be perfect or always successful, 
something that many of our college students 
here are expected to be and/or expect of 
themselves.” 

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Father Bernard Wamayose, A.J., Catholic Campus Minister at Bucknell University, makes the Sign of the Cross on the  
forehead of Haotang “Tommy” Yan, during the Rite of Acceptance prior to the start of Mass. The young man will prepare in 
the next few months to be accepted into the Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist. 
Looking on are Deacon Gregory Amarante, Bishop Gainer, and Josh Barna, who is is Haotang’s sponsor.
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With 2,600 total students on 
campus, Dickinson College in 
Carlisle has one of the smaller 
Catholic Campus Ministries in 
the diocese, but it’s one that is 
growing and meeting the needs 
of students.

Father Donald Bender, now in 
his second year as the Catholic 
Campus Minister there, doesn’t 
have a physical office on 
campus – although St. Patrick 
Parish, where he serves as pa-
rochial vicar, is just five blocks 
away. Still, he sets up a spot in 
the student activity center a few 
times a week to connect with 
students.

“At Dickinson, academics are 
intense, studying is intense, and 
so as a campus minister in this 
environment, I make myself 
available to do a retreat each 
semester for the students to 
refocus,” Father Bender said. 

The fall retreat in September, 
for example, was to Emmits-
burg, Md., home of the National 
Shrine Grotto of Our Lady 
of Lourdes. In the spring, the 
Catholic Campus Ministry usu-
ally connects with the college-
student retreat offered through 
the Diocese of Harrisburg.

Catholic campus ministry at 
Dickinson is grounded in a reg-
ular schedule of Sunday Mass 
(with Confessions heard prior 
to Mass) in Allison Hall. It was 
here on Sept. 25 that Bishop 
Ronald Gainer celebrated Mass 
for the Catholic students. 

In his homily, the bishop 
spoke extensively about mercy, 
the focus of this Jubilee Year.

“You and I live in a world where forgiving and showing mercy is seen as a 
sign of weakness…but it is the ultimate sign of strength in the Trinity to show 

mercy. That is what strength is 
all about – mercy,” he said.

Each semester, Father Bender 
celebrates Mass on the lawn in 
front of the hall, a visual pres-
ence that helps to promote the 
Catholic campus ministry.

Sunday Masses in Allison 
Hall can attract up to 50 or 60 
students, Father Bender noted. 

He sees the role of Catholic 
Campus Ministry as a bridge 
that connects the familial faith 
of the student to the individual 
adult Catholic they will be-
come.

“Students have their familial 
faith, the faith they grew up 
with, with their parents and 
siblings, and they were able 
to get to Mass every Sunday 
because their family was going. 
And now at college, they’re 
becoming an adult. They’re 
independent of their family and 
they’re beginning to form their 
individual faith. They’re away 
from home, they’re on their 
own, they can do what they 
want on a daily basis. They’re 
exploring their faith and what it 
means for them as an individual 
adult, and that can be a struggle 
for anyone, whether they’re in 
college or not,” Father Bender 
said. 

“Catholic Campus Ministry 
is very important in that sense 
because we’re present to the 
young adults and they know 
that they can seek a campus 
minister if they have ques-
tions or need to talk about their 
faith,” he said. “And we’re right 
here on campus, so they don’t 
have to look far. We bridge the 
gap between their familial faith 

that they’re leaving and their individual faith that they’re building. We’re here 
to walk with them on that journey.” 

At Dickinson, Campus Ministry Bridges Gap 
between Students’ Familial and Individual Faith

Catholic Campus Ministry President Amanda Turner presents Bishop Ronald Gainer with a gift 
after the Mass he celebrated at Dickinson College in Carlisle. Looking on is Father Donald 
Bender, Catholic Campus Minister there. 

Maureen Moroz in prayer during Mass at Allison Hall. She served as lector during 
the Mass.

Father Donald Bender, Catholic Campus Minister at Dickinson College, serves 
during Mass celebrated by Bishop Gainer on Sept. 25.
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By Patricia Kasten 
Catholic News Service

Nearly 160 years ago, on Oct. 9, 1859, Mary ap-
peared to a young Belgian immigrant living in Ke-
waunee County, Wis.

Today, it is the only approved Marian apparition 
site in the United States. In August, on the feast of 
the Assumption, the U.S. bishops formally designat-
ed the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help in Cham-
pion as a national shrine.

Bishop David L. Ricken of Green Bay announced 
its new status at a news conference prior to the an-
nual Mass celebrated at the shrine for the feast day.

More than 1,500 people attended the outdoor 
Mass, which was followed by the annual Rosary 
procession around the shrine grounds.

Archbishop Jerome E. Listecki of Milwaukee was 
the main celebrant of the Mass, with Bishop Ricken 
as homilist. Bishop James P. Powers of Superior and 
numerous priests of the Diocese of Green Bay were 
concelebrants.

“I am deeply thankful for the faith, devotion and 
unwavering commitment to all those who have been 
stewards and caretakers of the Shrine of Our Lady of 
Good Help for the past several generations,” Bishop 
Ricken said during his homily.

“Each of them simply followed the whispers of 
their own deep faith and in doing so, preserved and 
advanced the shrine,” he continued. “They carried 
the inspiring story of Adele Brise, a young Belgian 
woman to whom the Blessed Mother appeared.

“They carried this message in their own hearts, 
passing it on from one generation to the next, freely 
sharing it with all who came seeking, searching and 
praying.”

On Dec. 8, 2010, Bishop Ricken formally ap-
proved the apparition of Our Lady of Good Help to 
Brise, making the Marian apparitions that occurred 
some 18 miles northeast of Green Bay the first in 
the United States to receive approval of a diocesan 
bishop. His decree came nearly two years after he 
opened a formal investigation into the apparitions. 

At the same time the site also was officially recog-
nized as a diocesan shrine, although for years Catho-
lics in the diocese had already viewed it as such.

The national shrine designation by the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops “is a testament and an 
honor to all those who come before us,” Bishop 
Ricken said in his homily. “Their generous Christian 
spirit of warmth, hospitality, reverence and simplic-
ity is very much alive in this holy place.”

According to canon law, “The term ‘shrine’ signi-
fies a church or other sacred place to which the faith-
ful make pilgrimages for a particular pious reason 
with the approval of the local ordinary.”

On April 30, 2015, Bishop Ricken sent a request 
to the USCCB and its Committee on Divine Worship 
asking that they consider the Champion site as a po-
tential national shrine. Bishop Ricken noted that the 
“mission of prayer and catechesis is at the very heart 
of the apostolate of this sacred shrine.”

Since 1992, the U.S. bishops have followed a set 
of approved norms to designate local shrines as na-
tional shrines.

Father Michael Flynn, executive director of the 
USCCB Secretariat for Divine Worship, said that 
while exact numbers are not known, there are about 
70 national shrines in the United States.

To be granted such a designation, a shrine must 
meet several requirements, including:

• Has served as a diocesan shrine and place of pil-

grimage for at least 10 years.
• Operates under statutes approved by the dioc-

esan bishop.
• Is easily accessible, with appropriate facilities 

for pilgrims.
• Is dedicated to promoting the faith of the pilgrims 

by centering on a mystery of the Catholic faith, a de-
votion based on authentic Church tradition, on rev-
elations recognized by the Church or on the lives of 
those in the Church’s calendar of saints.

A national shrine also must nourish the spiritual 
lives of pilgrims by offering celebrations of the lit-
urgy, and develop and utilize some form of com-
mon prayer, such as the Liturgy of the Hours. It also 
needs to have enough liturgical ministers to provide 
adequate pastoral care for pilgrims, especially for 
various language groups, and provide sacramental 
celebrations in various languages.

Walt Fountain, operations manager at the shrine, 
said visitors have come from approximately 90 
countries, including Russia, China, Vietnam, Bur-
ma, Ireland, Syria, Ethiopia, South Africa, India, 
Kenya, Peru, all the Central American nations, and 
many European countries.

The shrine also must have a rector. In the case of 
the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help, the rector is 
Father John Broussard, a member of the Congrega-
tion of the Fathers of Mercy. Beginning in July 2011, 
Bishop Ricken had asked the Fathers of Mercy to 
care for the shrine. Father Peter Strycker was the 
first rector, serving from 2011 until this past July.

Finally, a shrine cannot serve as a local parish, 
so ordinarily, baptisms, weddings and funerals can-
not be held there. And, once approved as a national 
shrine, its formal statutes must be reviewed by the 
U.S. bishops’ conference every 10 years.

Bishops Designate Wisconsin Site of Marian Apparitions as National Shrine

Above: A statue of St. Gaetano 
Errico, founder of the Missionaries 
of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and 
Mary, is seen during Solemn Ves-
pers at Immaculate Conception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in 
Fairfield Sept. 16 to mark the 200th 
anniversary of the saint’s ordination 
to the priesthood.
Left: Father Robert Malagesi,  
MSSCC, pastor of Immaculate  
Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Parish in Fairfield, greets 
Bishop Ronald Gainer following 
Solemn Vespers to mark the 200th 
anniversary of the ordination of St. 
Gaetano Errico, founder of the order 
to which Father Malagesi belongs.
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

The statue of St. Gaetano Errico and the image of 
the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary flanking the altar 
at Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Church in Fairfield serve as a constant reminder of the 
parish’s connection to the 18-century saint.

The Adams County parish has been served by the 
Missionaries of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary 
– the religious order that St. Gaetano Errico founded 
– since 1993.

To celebrate the 200th anniversary of the ordination 
of St. Gaetano Errico (1791-1860) to the priesthood, 
parishioners of St. Mary’s welcomed Bishop Ronald 
Gainer for Solemn Vespers on the evening of Sept. 
16. At the conclusion of the prayer service, the bish-
op blessed the parish’s new statue of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Gaetano Errico was born in Naples, Italy, in 1791, 
and ordained a priest for his home diocese. While mak-
ing an annual retreat to a Redemptorist retreat house 
where St. Alphonsus Ligouri had lived, the young 
priest had an apparition of the saint, who told him to 
start a religious community and go into the rural ar-
eas to evangelize and serve. The apparitions continued 
for a few more years, culminating 
with an appearance by the Blessed 
Mother as Our Lady of Sorrows. 
Father Errico eventually received 
permission to found the Mission-
aries of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus 
and Mary, an order dedicated to 
serving the needs of God’s fam-
ily while witnessing the great love 
present in the Sacred Hearts.

St. Gaetano Errico was canon-
ized on Oct. 12, 2008.

In this Year of Mercy, Immacu-
late Conception Church has been 
designated as a special pilgrim-
age site. Father Robert Malagesi, 
MSSCC, pastor, has welcomed 
several pilgrim groups during this 
Jubilee Year.

Fairfield Parishioners Celebrate Legacy of Saint 
Who Founded Order That Serves Them 
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The annual Diocesan Hispanic Heritage Mass, cele-
brated Sept. 18 at St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg, 
served a means to celebrate the Hispanic culture and 
gifts. The Mass brought together Hispanic Catholics 
from across the diocese, many of whom attend the 
various parishes that offer 
Spanish-speaking Mass 
and ministries.

Prior the Mass, which 
was celebrated by Bishop 
Ronald Gainer and concel-
ebrated by a number of di-
ocesan priests in Hispanic 
ministry, the faithful gath-
ered to pray the Rosary. 

The bishop delivered his 
homily in Spanish, a part 
of which is offered here in 
Spanish and then in Eng-
lish:

“Es una gran alegría para 
nosotros reunimos hoy en 
nuestra Catedral para dar gracias a Dios y celebrar 
la rica herencia hispana de tantas personas en nues-
tra diócesis. Su devoción a Cristo ya nuestra Santa 
Madre da un maravilloso ejemplo para ser imitado 
por todos nosotros. Su amor por los niños, la familia 
y los amigos da un claro testimonio de su amor y el 

Annual Mass Underscores Beauty  
of Hispanic Culture, Gifts of Faith

respeto de la vida humana. Sus tradiciones y culturas 
nos recuerdan que nunca debemos tener los dones de 
Dios por sentado y debemos siempre alegrarnos en 
la abundancia de Su misericordia y gracia. Cada año 
tenemos esta oportunidad alegre para celebrar juntos 

y dar gracias a Dios por su 
amor misericordioso.”

“It is a great joy for us 
to gather today in our Ca-
thedral to thank God and 
celebrate the rich Hispanic 
heritage of so many people 
in our diocese. Your devo-
tion to Christ and to our 
Blessed Mother gives our 
wonderful example to be 
imitated by us all. Your 
love of children, family 
and friends gives a clear 
witness to your love of 
and respect for human life. 
Your traditions and cul-

tures remind us that we must never take God’s gifts 
for granted and must always rejoice in the abundance 
of His mercy and grace. Each year we have this joyful 
opportunity to celebrate together and thank God for 
His merciful love.”

Above: Chysander Hernandez serves the bishop  
during Mass.
Left: Altar server Gabriella Hernandez smiles for the 
camera.
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Above: A woman receives the Precious Blood during the Hispanic  
Heritage Mass.
Right: Attendees pray the Rosary prior to the start of Mass.

Retiro Matrimonial  
Diocesano: 
 “Edifica Tu 

Casa Sobre La Roca”
 

Predicador:  
“Diácono Jorge L. Vera Sr.

Sábado, 29 de  
octubre del 2016   

8:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Centro Cardinal Keeler 
Díocesis de  Harrisburg

4800 Union Deposit Road, 
Harrisburg, PA

 
DONACIÓN POR  

PAREJA: $30
Desayuno y  

Almuerzo Gratis!!
Regístrate ahora— 
Ocupa tu espacio.

Asientos Limitados

Para más información con-
tacte a Jaclyn Curran al (717) 
657-4804 ext. 313 o jcurran@
hbgdiocese.org Luis Felipe Mene ndez, Manuel Jime nez, Felipe Serrano and Manuel Soto kneel during the Liturgy of the Eucharist. The men are 

members of the Knights of Columbus of Corpus Christi Parish in Chambersburg.
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where 12 little patients were being treated. Five of the 
newborns, including a pair of twins, were in intensive 
care and were intubated, the Vatican said. The pope also 

Mercy Visit
Continued from 1

went to the maternity ward and nursery upstairs, greeting 
new parents and holding their bundles of joy.

At the neonatal unit, the Vatican said, the pope was 
“welcomed by the surprised personnel” and, like every-
one else, put on a gown and followed all the hygiene 
procedures. 

Leaving the hospital, he drove across town to the Villa 

Speranza hospice, which hosts 30 terminally ill patients. 
The hospice is connected to Rome’s Gemelli Hospital.

Pope Francis went into each of the rooms and greeted 
each patient, the Vatican said. “There was great surprise 
on the part of all – patients and relatives – who experi-
enced moments of intense emotion with tears and smiles 
of joy.”

CNS/OSCAR LEIVA, SILVERLIGHT FOR CRS 
Sean Callahan, the new CEO of Catholic Relief Services, one of the largest humanitarian relief agencies in the 
world, is seen greeting children in an undated photo in El Salvador. His new position begins Jan. 1, when he 
succeeds Carolyn Y. Woo, who ends her five-year term at the end of 2016. 

By Rhina Guidos 
Catholic News Service

 A six-month search for a new president and CEO for one 
of the largest humanitarian relief agencies in the world end-
ed at its doorstep, with Catholic Relief Services announcing 
Sept. 16 that it is hiring a veteran employee – the agency’s 
No. 2 – Sean Callahan, as its new president and CEO.

“We looked all across the nation and found that the best 
person for the job was Sean, already working for us,” said 
Bishop Richard J. Malone of Buffalo, New York, head of 
the CRS Board Search Committee, in a statement announc-
ing Callahan’s new position, which begins Jan. 1, 2017. He 
succeeds Carolyn Y. Woo, who ends her five-year term at the 
end of 2016.

Callahan began his career with CRS 28 years ago and has 
served as director of Human Resources, regional director for 
South Asia, head of its Nicaragua program and executive 
vice president for overseas operations. Four years ago he 
was appointed as the agency’s chief operating officer.

Callahan said mission, not climbing the corporate lad-
der, is what has motivated him in his almost three decades 
at CRS, the U.S. bishops’ overseas relief and development 
agency based in Baltimore. In his new leadership position, 
he said he wants to inspire and motivate staff and CRS part-
ners around the world to be united in humanitarian efforts, 
incorporating different elements of the Catholic Church to 
help humanity.

That means emphasizing the sanctity of life and how char-
itable efforts to help those suffering around the world is part 
of that Christian mission.

“Sacredness of life is key,’ Callahan said in a phone inter-
view with Catholic News Service from Montreal. “We need 
to be aware of the situation of the least among us. We have 
a responsibility.”

That means teaching others about situations that bring suf-
fering and snuff out lives around the world. It means finding 
a way, whether by prayer, voting, volunteering or giving fi-
nancially, to become involved with finding a solution to the 
hardship of others.

In Pope Francis and the recently canonized St. Teresa of 
Kolkata, whom Callahan met while working for CRS in 
Asia, the Church has great models and inspiration to meet 
that mission and understand that Christians have a call to 
help those in distress, including the poor, refugees and mi-
grants, Callahan said.

As head of CRS, he said he wants to help connect those in 
the United States to see “brothers and sisters in other parts 
of the world ... connect those who have more with those who 
have less.”

CRS Announces Agency Veteran as New CEO

By Patricia L. Guilfoyle 
Catholic News Service

Justin Carr’s future looked bright. He had just celebrated 
his 26th birthday, started a new job, and was getting ready 
to settle down with his high school sweetheart and start a 
family.

But all that ended the night of Sept. 21, when a bullet 
shattered his skull. The next day, he was dead.

Carr’s death marked the most violent episode in nearly 
a week of protests in Charlotte that erupted after another 
man, Keith Lamont Scott, was shot and killed by police 
Sept. 20 in an apartment complex parking lot.

Demanding justice in the police shooting, protesters 
marched through uptown Charlotte the evening of Sept. 21 
and confronted police in riot gear. Carr was among them.

“I need to make a stand,” he told his mother when he 
called her from the scene. He said wanted to follow in the 
footsteps of his grandmother, who had marched during the 
civil rights era.

Less than an hour later, Vivian Carr learned her son was 
in the hospital, clinging to life.

Charlotte-Mecklenburg police have charged Rayquan 
Borum, 21, in Carr’s death.

Law enforcement officials Sept. 24 released video of the 
encounter between Scott and an officer; both men were Af-
rican-American. Police say Scott was fatally shot after he 
made a threatening move with a gun. His family members 
say he had no gun, that he was reading a book and was not 
being aggressive when police surrounded him. Along with 
video, police released photos of a pistol and ankle holster 
recovered at the scene.

Vivian Carr recounted her last memories of her son dur-
ing a special prayer service Sept. 23 at Our Lady of Con-
solation Catholic Church, where the Carr family has wor-
shipped for three generations.

Father Carl Del Giudice, pastor, organized the prayer 
service to give people a chance to share their feelings about 
the protests and the tragedy that had struck their parish 
family. Father Del Giudice gave Carr last rites before he 
died, and is ministering to the Carr family throughout the 
tragedy.

During the prayer service, people spoke of their fear of 
getting stopped by police or their sons getting racially pro-
filed. Others begged people to get involved in the commu-
nity, uniting to turn their anger into economic and political 
change.

Father Del Giudice acknowledged people’s anger and 
fear, but he encouraged them to lift each other up and bring 
their Catholic faith into the world, “uplifting and elevating 
others to do better, and honoring and recognizing who we 
are.”

Deacon Curtiss Todd similarly challenged people to 
“think and talk and act just like Jesus.”

He recounted his own experiences with racism while 
growing up in segregated Winston-Salem, including one 
incident at the local country club pool, which at one time 
was limited to white people only. He recounted how a little 
boy was allowed to bring his dog into the pool, but when 
a black employee accidentally fell into the pool that same 
day, “they immediately closed the pool, drained it, scrubbed 
it, disinfected it, before they would let people back in to it. 
What’s the lesson I learned? That many whites see blacks 
as less than animals.”

Hatred, though, comes from the devil, who seeks to di-

vide us, Deacon Todd said. Instead, people should look to 
Jesus as their example.

“Develop a personal relationship with Jesus,” he said. 
“Rely on God.”

“When we develop that personal relationship with Jesus, 
we begin to think, talk and act just like him. We have that 
relationship where we know what he would do in a certain 
situation,” he said. “It doesn’t mean turn the other cheek, 
let somebody walk all over you. It means, yes, you can 
protest but you have to protest within the range that God 
gives you.”

Carr’s pregnant girlfriend, Tanae Ray, was the last person 
to speak at the prayer service. In her emotional remarks, 
Ray described how they had been close friends for years 
before they began dating in the ninth grade. Their relation-
ship had been “on and off” over the years, but recently he 
had asked to marry her.

Over the past few weeks, she said, “he was just so ex-
cited, the happiest I’ve ever seen him.”

When Carr told her that he was going to the protest, she 
didn’t think he was serious. She said she regretted not stop-
ping him from going. “I feel like I could have prevented it.”

“If I had known these were his last days I would have 
cherished it,” she continued through her tears.

“Now I’m carrying his son. Everybody’s saying, ‘It’s go-
ing to be OK.’ But it’s not. I need Justin. Ain’t nobody can 
take his place -- no brothers, uncles, cousins. I need him, 
and I don’t have him,” she wept. 

After his death, Carr’s heart, lungs and liver were do-
nated to enable other people to live, Vivian Carr said.

“His heart beats on,” she said. “He’s already helped save 
three other lives.”

Charlotte Parishioners Gather for Prayer Service, Mourn Protester’s Death

It also means helping others understand that leaving one’s 
country is not the preferred option for those who leave their 
homelands, which is why CRS has programs to help people 
not emigrate.

“Many of these people, what they want is safety and secu-
rity,” he said. CRS tries to provide a livelihood, health care, 
education, but sometimes they still are faced with having to 
leave their homelands.

“Once they do migrate, it’s our responsibility that they’re 
safe and protected. ... That’s where we have been inspired 
by the Holy Father” in reaching out, teaching those who 
may not be comfortable with foreigners, whether migrants 
or refugees, understand that Jesus was a migrant, he was a 
refugee, too, Callahan said.

While Americans are rightly proud of their homeland, not 
all immigrants who are here have chosen to leave what’s fa-
miliar to them by choice and they would stay in their home 

countries if they had had safe and secure places to live, he 
said. That’s where organizations such as CRS step in to put 
mechanisms in place that build stronger communities and try 
to alleviate some of the hardship.

Callahan, 56, has master’s degree in law and diplomacy 
from Tufts University, and is president of Caritas North 
America. He also is on the board of trustees for Catholic 
Charities USA and has served on the Executive Committee 
and Representative Council of Caritas Internationalis, a Vati-
can-based confederation of 165 Catholic relief, development 
and social service organizations.

When he takes over in January, he will be leading an agen-
cy of 5,400 worldwide. In a statement, CRS said its oper-
ating expenditures will reach almost $900 million in fiscal 
year 2016, the highest in its history, rising from $585 million 
in fiscal year 2013.
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By Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service

Jesus’ cry of thirst on the cross is heard today in the 
cries of innocent victims of war in the world, Pope 
Francis said.

Christians are called to contemplate Christ in “the 
voice of the suffering, the hidden cry of the little inno-
cent ones to whom the light of this world is denied,” 
the pope said Sept. 20 at a prayer service in Assisi 
with other Christian leaders, including Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople and Angli-
can Archbishop Justin Welby of Canterbury. 

Far too often the victims of war “encounter the 
deafening silence of indifference, the selfishness of 
those annoyed at being pestered, the coldness of those 
who silence their cry for help with the same ease with 
which television channels are changed,” the pope said 
in his meditation.

After arriving in a blue Volkswagen, the pope raised 
his arms to embrace Patriarch Bartholomew and, to-
gether, the two greeted the other religious leaders 
present. Archbishop Welby, Syriac Orthodox Patri-
arch Ignatius Aphrem II of Antioch and leaders of the 
Muslim, Jewish, Hindu and Buddhist communities 
also welcomed the pope to Assisi. 

Several refugees were among those who greeted the 
pope, including a young Yezidi woman from Iraq’s 
Sinjar district who survived the August 2014 massa-
cre committed by the Islamic State. “I want to thank 
you for praying for the Yezidis and your support for 
acknowledging our genocide,” she told the pope. 

“You have suffered a lot. I pray, I will pray for you 
with all my heart,” the pope said as he placed his hand 
over his heart. 

After having lunch with a dozen refugees and vic-
tims of war, Pope Francis and the Christian leaders 
went to pray in the lower Basilica of St. Francis. 
Members of other religions went to different locations 
in Assisi to offer prayers for peace in their own tradi-
tions.

During the solemn celebration, prayers were of-
fered for countries where violence and conflicts con-
tinue to cause suffering for innocent men, women and 
children.

One by one, several young men and women placed 
lit candles in a round stand as an acolyte read the 
names of each country, including Syria, Iraq, Afghani-
stan, Libya, Nigeria and Ukraine. 

The prayer service began with a Liturgy of the 
Word, which included a meditation after each reading. 

Reflecting on the first reading from the prophet 
Isaiah, Archbishop Welby said that the world today 
“struggles to distinguish between what something 
costs and what it is worth.”

Despite this, God responds with “infinite love and 
mercy” and offers to receive from him freely because 
“in God’s economy we are the poorest of the poor; 
poorer than ever because we think ourselves rich,” he 
said. 

“Our money and wealth is like the toy money in 
a children’s game: It may buy goods in our human 

economies which seem so powerful, but in the econo-
my of God it is worthless. We are only truly rich when 
we accept mercy from God, through Christ our Sav-
ior,” he said. 

Christians are called to be rich in God’s mercy by 
listening to him in the voice of the poor, by partaking 
in the Eucharist, by coming to him through his mercy.

“We are to be those who enable others to be merciful 
to those with whom they are in conflict. We are called 
to be Christ’s voice to the hopeless, calling, ‘come to 
the waters’ in a world of drought and despair, giving 
away with lavish generosity what we have received in 
grace-filled mercy,” Archbishop Welby said. 

Patriarch Bartholomew commented on the second 
reading from the book of Revelation in which God 
calls “all who are thirsty come: all who want it may 
have the water of life, and have it free.”

Christians from around the world, he said, answered 
God’s call in Assisi “to invoke the Lord for the great-
est of his gifts – peace – from him, the king of peace.”

Jesus comes to all who thirst for peace, he contin-
ued. However, Christians must experience an inner 
conversion in order to listen to him through “the cry 
of our neighbor,” to experience a true conversion and 
to give prophetic witness through fellowship. 

“Then we shall offer living water to the thirsty, end-
less water, water of peace to a peaceless world, water 
that is prophecy, and all shall listen to Jesus, who will 
thrice say: ‘Surely I am coming soon,’” Patriarch Bar-
tholomew said. 

In his meditation, Pope Francis reflected on Jesus’ 
words on the cross, “I thirst,” which he said was not 
only a thirst for water but also for love. 

Like St. Francis of Assisi who was upset by the re-
ality that “love is not loved,” the pope said Christians 
are called to contemplate Christ Crucified in those 
“who thirst for love.”

He also recalled the example of St. Teresa of Kolk-
ata, who asked that all Missionaries of Charity houses 
have Jesus’ words, “I thirst,” inscribed in their chapels 
next to the crucifix. 

“Her response was to quench Jesus’ thirst for love 
on the cross through service to the poorest of the 
poor,” Pope Francis said. “The Lord’s thirst is indeed 
quenched by our compassionate love; he is consoled 
when, in his name, we bend down to another’s suf-
fering.”

In response to Jesus’ thirst, he said, Christians are 
challenged to hear the cry of the poor, suffering and 
the innocent victims of war. 

Those who “live under the threat of bombs” and are 
forced to flee from their homes are “the wounded and 
parched members of his body,” he said. “They thirst.”

However, all too often they are offered only “the 
bitter vinegar of rejection.”

Pope Francis called on Christians to be “trees of life 
that absorb the contamination of indifference and re-
store the pure air of love to the world.”

“From the side of Christ on the cross water flowed, 
that symbol of the Spirit who gives life so that, from 
us, his faithful compassion may flow forth for all who 
thirst today,” the pope said.

Justice, Respect  
are Essential for Peace, 

Patriarch Says
By Junno Arocho Esteves 

Catholic News Service

The richness of the diversity found within humanity 
and in the created world at large is something that must 
be respected and never destroyed, said Orthodox Ecu-
menical Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople.

“Peace comes from mutual knowledge and coopera-
tion,” the patriarch told Pope Francis and hundreds of 
other religious leaders Sept. 20 at the end of an interreli-
gious peace meeting in Assisi.

“In these years, we can again see ethnic, religious and 
cultural majorities sense their respective minorities as 
alien bodies, dangerous for their integrity, as something 
to be marginalized, expelled and sometimes, unfortu-
nately, annihilated,” said the patriarch. “We witness mi-
norities that close themselves in their own ghettos out of 
fear of disappearance, fearful of comparisons, too often 
turning to violence.

“This is discouraging, it causes mass migration,” he 
said, and it creates problems in promoting a welcoming 
attitude toward and solidarity with immigrants.

Justice is crucial for bringing peace to those suffering 
due to war and poverty as well as for the care for the en-
vironment, “which is the work of God for believers, but 
also a common home for everyone,” the patriarch said. 

“God did not want to have one plant, one animal, one 
single person, one planet, one star. He wanted many of 
them, all different, each with its own specificity and pe-
culiarity, interconnected in a communion of purpose and 
love,” said Patriarch Bartholomew. “This is the richness 
we need to proclaim, safeguard and live together.”

Believers of every faith must be consistent in holding 
to what they profess and believe, he said, but at the same 
time, they must be “capable of dialogue with the other, 
capable of seeing the riches of the other, capable of not 
overpowering the other, of not feeling above or below 
our neighbor.”

The friendship shared at the Assisi event and others 
like it, he said, “quenches the thirst for peace.”

Standing outside the Basilica of St. Francis as the day 
was ending, representatives of other faiths also appealed 
for peace in a world where wars and violence have led to 
poverty, suffering and death.

Tamara Mikalli, a refugee from Aleppo, Syria, spoke 
of the heartbreak she experienced as her once peaceful 
city become the epicenter of the civil war, which is still 
going on. 

“I remember my many Muslim and Christian friends. 
Now distinctions are made between Christians and Mus-
lims, but before the war there was no difference. Ev-
eryone practiced his or her own religion, in a land that 
formed a mosaic through different cultures, languages 
and religions,” she said.

Although she remained with her family for three years 
while the war ravaged her city, Mikalli was forced to flee 
to Lebanon when her home was bombed.

After two years in Lebanon, Mikalli and her fam-
ily were offered what she called the “chance to live in 
peace” by moving to Tuscany in June.

Rabbi David Brodman, chief rabbi of Savyon, Isra-
el, and a Holocaust survivor, said it was important for 
younger generations to learn from the errors of the past 
or they “are condemned to repeat it.”

“For me, the spirit of Assisi is the best example for hu-
mility and holiness, and it is the answer to the tragedy of 
the Shoah and of every war,” he said, “because here we 
say to the world that it is possible to become friends and 
to live together in peace even if we are different.”

Koei Morikawa, the supreme priest of the Tendai Bud-
dhists, recalled the first interreligious gathering for peace 
with St. John Paul II in 1986 and expressed his joy in 
representing his community in Assisi once again.

“It is one of the most joyous occasions of my 91 years 
of life to be able to pray with world religious leaders, and 
all of you, gathered here at this event for those people 
who are in need of assistance,” Morikawa said.

Prayers and dialogue, he continued are the shortest 
route to peace which, if “attained by force will be over-
turned by force.”

“In order to create a world with virtue where abhor-
rence exists and with love where hatred exists, we, cler-
gy, must pray together hand in hand and continue to do 
our very best,” he said.

In Assisi, Pope, Christian Leaders  
Pray for Peace, Victims of War

CNS/PAUL HARING
Pope Francis, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople and Patriarch Efrem II of the Syr-
iac-Orthodox Church attend an interfaith peace gathering outside the Basilica of St. Francis in Assisi, 
Italy, Sept. 20. The pope and other religious leaders participated in the event that marked the 30th an-
niversary of St. John Paul II’s Assisi interfaith peace gathering. 
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The annual Priests’ Continuing Education Workshop will be held October 9-14, 2016 in Hunt Valley, Md. During this time, daily Masses will be celebrated by 
visiting, retired and religious order priests in the following churches.

Schedule of Daily Masses  
at Parishes during Priests’ Workshop

Lebanon Deanery

St. Joan of Arc, Hershey
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9 a.m.
Tuesday, Thursday, 6:45 a.m.
Assumption BVM, Lebanon
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 8 a.m.
St. Benedict the Abbot, Lebanon
Monday, Tuesday, Friday, 9 a.m.
Thursday, 7 p.m.

northern Deanery

St. Joseph, Berwick
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,  
8:30 a.m.
St. Joseph, Danville
Monday 6:30 a.m. & 6:15 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, 6:30 a.m.
Thursday, 6:15 p.m.
Friday, 6:30 a.m.
Friday, 9 a.m. School Mass
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Lewisburg
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9 a.m.
St. Monica, Sunbury
Monday, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 7:30 a.m.
St. Pius X, Selinsgrove
Tuesday, Thursday, noon
Wednesday, Friday, 7 a.m.

north Lancaster Deanery

Holy Trinity, Columbia
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,  
7:30 a.m.
St. Peter, Columbia
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8 a.m.
Wednesday, 6 p.m. St. Mary’s Chapel, Wrightsville
Our Mother of Perpetual Help, Ephrata
Monday, Friday, 7 a.m. & 9 a.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 7 a.m.
St. James, Lititz
Monday, Friday, 9 a.m.
St. Richard, Manheim 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 9 a.m. 
Communion Service

northumberLanD Deanery

Our Lady of Hope, Coal Township
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 7 a.m.
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, Elysburg
Tuesday, Thursday, 8 a.m.

St. Patrick, Trevorton
Wednesday, 8 a.m.
Holy Angels, Kulpmont
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,  
8 a.m. Communion Service
Our Lady, Help of Christians, Lykens
Friday, 9 a.m. Communion Service
Divine Redeemer, Mount Carmel
Monday, 7:30 a.m. Novena after Mass
Wednesday, 7:30 a.m. Novena and Confessions after 
Mass
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Mount Carmel
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 8 a.m.
Mother Cabrini, Shamokin
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 8 a.m.
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Williamstown
Tuesday, 9 a.m. Communion Service
Carmel of Jesus, Mary & Joseph, Elysburg
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,  
7:10 a.m.

south Lancaster Deanery

St. Joseph, Lancaster
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,  
6:30 a.m.
San Juan Bautista, Lancaster
Monday, Wednesday, 9 a.m.
Tuesday, Thursday, 6:30 p.m.
Friday, 7:30 a.m.
St. Leo the Great, Rohrerstown
Monday, 8 a.m.
Tuesday, Thursday, 6:30 a.m.
Wednesday, 7 p.m.
Friday, 8:45 a.m. School Mass
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Lancaster
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.

york Deanery

St. Joseph, Dallastown
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 7:30 a.m.
Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Immaculate Conception BVM, York
Wednesday, 7 p.m. Spanish
St. Joseph, York
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 6:45 a.m. & 
8 a.m.
Friday, 6:45 a.m. & 8:30 a.m.
St. Patrick, York
Friday, 8:30 a.m. School Mass
Misericordia Nursing Home
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 8:15 a.m. 

aDams Deanery

St. Joseph the Worker, Bonneauville
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8 a.m.
Wednesday 7 p.m.
St. Vincent de Paul, Hanover
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 8 a.m.

Dauphin Deanery

Holy Family, Harrisburg 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Holy Name of Jesus, Harrisburg
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 8 a.m.
Friday, 8:30 a.m.
St. Margaret Mary, Harrisburg
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 8:30 a.m.
Friday, 8:30 a.m. School Gym
St. Francis of Assisi, Harrisburg
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 7:30 a.m.
Friday, 7 p.m.

cumberLanD/perry Deanery

Good Shepherd, Camp Hill
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 
a.m.
St. Patrick, Carlisle
Monday, 8:30 a.m. Shrine Church
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 6:45 a.m. Shrine 
Church
Friday, 8:30 a.m. Marsh Drive Church
St. Katharine Drexel, Mechanicsburg
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 9 a.m.
Wednesday, 7 p.m.
St. Joseph, Mechanicsburg
Monday, Tuesday, Friday, 9 a.m.
Wednesday, 6:30 a.m. & 9 a.m.
Thursday, 8:30 a.m. Student Mass
Holy Spirit Hospital, Camp Hill
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:45 a.m. 

FrankLin Deanery

St. Rita, Blue Ridge Summit
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 9 a.m.
Immaculate Conception BVM, Fairfield
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 8 a.m.

St. Andrew, Waynesboro
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 8 a.m.

Annual Harrisburg Diocesan  
Council of Catholic Women Marian Day
Saturday, October 29, from 10 a.m. - approximately 1:30 p.m.

Our Lady of  Mount Carmel Church 
47 South Market Street, Mount Carmel, PA 17851

The Northumberland District Council of Catholic Wom-
en invites all women of the Diocese to join them as they host 
the Annual Harrisburg Diocesan CCW’s Marian Day celebra-
tion to honor the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

The day begins with registration at 10 a.m. At 10:30, there 
will be a talk by Father Francis Karwacki, Pastor of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel Parish, entitled “Mary, Model of Persever-
ance,” followed by Scriptural Rosary at 11. Mass will be cel-
ebrated at noon, followed by a light lunch before departure. 

Cost of $10 includes lunch. Register by  October 9 by e-
mail to cnggram@comcast.net or by mail to Noreen Gochen-
aur, 248 Market St., Williamstown, PA 17098, with checks 
payable to Northumberland District CCW.

 

REGISTER NOW!! 
2016 Diocesan Women’s Conference October 15, 2016 

                               Bishop McDevitt High School - 1 Crusader Way Harrisburg  
 

         Theme: Wrapped in God’s Merciful Love    
       
                Keynote Speaker—Kimberly Hahn 
 

KEYNOTE TITLE 
“Rome Sweet Home: How the Mercy of God Led Me to  

Become a Catholic” 
 

                                               Principal Celebrant and Homilist 
      The Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer, DD, JCL, Bishop of Harrisburg 

 
Conference includes: Keynote Address, Workshop Sessions, Confession, Eucharistic Adoration, Praise and Worship,  

Celebration of Mass, and Fellowship with Hundreds of Women! 
 

Visit www.hbgdiocese.org/women or via Women’s Conference flyers in the parishes 
For information contact Jim Gontis at (717) 657 – 4804, ext. 227, or jgontis@hbgdiocese.org 
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Harrisburg Diocesan Council  
of Catholic Women Awards Scholarships

The Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic Women is pleased to announce the 
winners of two scholarships. The awards were presented to Catholic senior girls for 
their freshman year at an accredited college, university or trade school.   

Scholarships were awarded to the following recipients: 
Karolyn Kerwin, is a parishioner at Our Lady Help of Christians Parish in Lykens. 

The pastor is Father C. Anthony Miller. Karolyn is attending Penn State University, 
majoring in Political Science.  

Emma Sanderson is a parishioner at St. Catherine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg. 
Father Neil S. Sullivan is the pastor. Emma is attending the University of Pittsburgh 
with a major in Cell and Molecular Biology.

These young women were selected from a field of outstanding candidates who meet 
high academic and community service standards. All applicants must obtain letters of 
recommendation from their pastors. They must be sponsored by a mother, grandmoth-
er or guardian who is an active member of a parish Council of Catholic Women for at 
least one year. Both the applicant and her sponsor must be residents of the Harrisburg 
Diocese. The awards were presented Joyce Scott, Chairwoman of the HDCCW Schol-
arship Committee, during a Mass at the recipients’ home parishes.  

Since inception of the Scholarship Award Program in 2006, the Harrisburg Diocesan 
Council of Catholic Women has awarded 22 scholarships to young women throughout 
the Harrisburg Diocese. Our warmest congratulations and best wishes are extended to 
the 2016 winners and all those who submitted applications.

Anniversary of the ‘Miracle of the  
Sun’ to be Commemorated in Harrisburg

At noon on Saturday, October 13, 1917, a lady, who earlier had identified herself 
as the Lady of the Most Holy Rosary, appeared for the last time at Fatima, Portugal. 
She had previously told the three children – Lucy dos Santos, age 9, and her cousins, 
Francisco, age 8, and Jacinta Marto, age 6, that she would perform a miracle on Octo-
ber 13, 1917, so that all would believe in her words and, believing, would follow her 
request – to pray the Rosary daily in reparations for sin, and lead a more virtuous life, 
especially as regards to purity.

The promised miracle, witnessed by more than 70,000 people, involved the sun, 
which suddenly appeared after a day and night of heavy rain. The sun seemed to spin 
in the sky, while throwing off brilliant colors, and finally the sun seemed to be falling 
to the earth, but at the last second it went back into the sky. None of the 70,000 people 
have denied this spectacular event, which had also dried the ground and their clothes, 
which had been soaked because of the intense rain.

On Saturday, October 15, at 11:30 a.m., there will be a commemoration of the 99th 
anniversary of this “Miracle of the Sun” with the recitation of the Rosary at Front and 
State streets in Harrisburg. Participants will assemble at St. Lawrence Church and 
process to Front Street, singing, “Hail, Holy Queen.” After the Rosary, the people will 
proceed one block to St. Lawrence Church, led by the TFP Honor Guard with their 
Lady of Fatima statue, the Knights of Columbus Honor Guard, students from the local 
Catholic grade and high schools, plus people from many diocesan organizations. At 
St. Lawrence Church, a short talk will precede the Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
followed by Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.

For additional information, call Robert Charlton at 717-761-7228. In case of in-
clement weather, the Rosary and Benediction will take place at St. Lawrence, 110 
State Street, Harrisburg.

The names of the following de-
ceased persons have been submitted 
by their parishes. Please remember 
in your prayers the happy repose of 
these recently departed souls and the 
consolation of their loved ones.

ANNVILLE – St. Paul the Apostle: 
Jean M. Bennetch.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: 
Matthew James.

COLUMBIA – Holy Trinity: Fran-
ces Gibson, Candice Kaufhold.

ELIZABETHTOWN – St. Peter: 
Aldo E. Tempesta.

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis Xavi-
er: Irene Divver, Barbara Ketchum.

HANOVER – St. Joseph: Donald 
Fahey, James Frey, Thomas Geiman, 
Mary Ann Hartlaub, Robert Huber, 
William Marchio, Christine Mitz, 
Thomas Redding; St. Vincent de Paul: 
Helen Lay.

HARRISBURG – St. Catherine La-
bouré: Lucy Coffman; St. Francis of 
Assisi: Anna Martinez.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: There-
sa Croak, Domenica “Maggie” Harris.

LANCASTER – Assumption BVM: 
Rose Brooks, Betty Long.

LEBANON – St. Cecilia: Mary 
Wike.

LEWISTOWN – Sacred Heart of Je-
sus: Anthony Simonetti, Nancy Wills.

MECHANICSBURG – St. Joseph: 
John Capriotti, Diane Housely, Elmer 
Rice, Harold “Jim” Sheley, Shufai 
Patrick Tangwa; St. Katharine Drexel: 
Beth Ann Munsch.

MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows 
BVM: Mildred VanFossen.

Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in October dur-
ing the past 25 years:
Father Walter Halaburda, 2000
Father Edward J. Barrett, 2001
Father John Suknaic, 2004
Father Bernard Quinn, 2006
Deacon Edwin Fitzpatrick, 2008
Father Stephen Sheetz, 2009
Father Kevin Kayda, 2013
Father Andrew J. Fontanella, 2014.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine Re-
deemer: Rose Marie Lombardo, Alice 
Spishock.

NEW CUMBERLAND – St. There-
sa: Ann Kelly, Palmira “Mimi” Polito.

NEW FREEDOM – St. John the 
Baptist: Samuel Burns, Michael 
Kordek, III.

SELINSGROVE – St. Pius X: Don-
ald Borruso.

STEELTON – Prince of Peace: Mar-
ion Kirby, Janet Ropos, William Star-
sinic.

SUNBURY – St. Monica: Albert G. 
Chervanik.

TREVORTON – St. Patrick: Mi-
chael J. Soubik.

WAYNESBORO – St. Andrew: Lin-
da Lee Robinson.

YORK – St. Joseph: Glenn Falatov-
ich, Josephine Napoli, Bonnie Swelfer.
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Spiritual Offerings

Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated October 
15 at 2 p.m. at St. Catherine Labouré Church in Harrisburg. Con-
fessions are heard in English and Polish after every Mass.

On Sunday, October 16th, St. Margaret Mary Ala-
coque Church, 2800 Paxton Church Road in Harrisburg, will 
celebrate the feast of its patroness with an afternoon of Eucharistic 
Adoration and Celebration of Divine Mercy. Divine Mercy flows from 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus; the Sacred Heart that Jesus revealed to 
St. Margaret Mary. As the Catholic Church approaches the close of 
the Jubilee Year of Mercy, we invite you to come and deepen your 
love for the Sacred Heart and experience His Divine Mercy in silent 
adoration, prayer, sacred music and confession. Eucharistic Adora-
tion will begin at 12:30 p.m., after the 11:30 Mass, and conclude 
with a Holy Hour from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. Please come to spend time 
with Our Lord. Jesus is waiting for you.

A Rosary for World Peace is prayed on the third 
Saturday of each month in the Littlestown Historical Square at the 
intersection of King and Queen streets at noon. The next date is 
Oct. 15. Join us to invoke Our Lady of Fatima for Her protection for 
our country and the world.

Recitation of the Rosary in honor of the 99th 
Anniversary of Fatima for peace in our beloved America and 
the world takes place Saturday October 15 at  noon in the square 
of Middletown.  All are urged to join us in this most urgent prayer 
endeavor.

St. John the Baptist Church, 315 N. Constitution 
Ave., New Freedom, will have a Cemetery of the Innocents 
during the month of October, Respect Life Month. There will be 
small crosses planted in the field across from the historic church. 
The Respect Life Ministry will have a short ceremony and pray the 
living Rosary for babies who have died by abortion, by miscarriage 
or stillbirth. The ceremony will be held Sunday, October 9, after the 
11 a.m. Mass at the Cemetery of the Innocents. All are welcome. 
Contact Pattie Evans, 717-999-4025, for more information.

A Caregivers’ Day of Prayer and Care will take place 
at St. Patrick Parish Activity Center in Carlisle Oct. 22 from 9:30 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Most of us know of someone who is involved in pro-
viding care for a family member, a neighbor, or friend. That some-
one may be you. Caregivers often describe their service as simply 
“doing what needs to be done.” However, the hours spent caring 
can leave little time for relaxation, spiritual renewal or connecting 
with others. Parish volunteers and advocates in the Cumberland/
Perry Deanery parishes invite you to the 3rd Annual Day of Prayer 
and Care to honor these very special men and women. The day 
will include a continental breakfast, prayer service, guest speaker, 
the blessing of hands, a luncheon, and spa and craft activities. 
Attendees are welcome to also attend Mass at 5:15 p.m. The event 
is free of charge, but advanced registration is required at http://
www.2016dayofprayerandcare.com/. More information, contact Deb 
at 717-645-0735 or dgelbaugh@sclhbg.org.

St. Gabriel’s Ministry announces the 3rd annual 
Respect Life Youth Day, Saturday, October 29 from 9 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. at the Parish Activity Center of St. Patrick Church, 87 
Marsh Drive, Carlisle. Theme: “Truth, Freedom, and Life.” Freedom 
is the right to be honest. Today’s youth face the challenge of de-
fending truth and the sanctity of life in all its forms against relativism 
-- the self-contradicting belief that there is no truth, that everything 
is relative. Speakers include Father Michael Rothan, pastor and 
distinguished author from Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Parish in Lebanon: “Youth, Life, and the Challenge of Moral Relativ-
ism;” Delores Euker, Recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award 
from the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation: “The Message of Life 
To Today’s Generation.” Registration is $5 and includes lunch and 
refreshments. To register, visit www.stgabrielcarlisle.org. 

Mass with prayers for healing will be celebrated Tues-
day, October 4 at 7p.m. at St. Theresa Church, New Cumberland. 
Father Dwight D. Schlaline will be the celebrant. The Mass is spon-
sored by the Pilgrims of Praise and Life in Spirit Prayer groups. For 
more information, call Mary Ann at 717-564-7709 or Loretta at 717-
737-7551. Please note that there will be no Mass for November.

Fundraisers and Events
“Something to Wine About”- The Knights of Co-

lumbus of Sacred Heart, Spring Grove, are holding a 
fundraiser on Thursday October 13 from 6:30p.m. – 9 p.m. at their 
Parish Center located at 1031 Sprenkle Road, Spring Grove. The 
evening will feature Laurie Forster, an award-winning sommelier, 
author, and media personality, who will lead the audience through 
wine education, and tasting with a healthy dose of comedy. Tickets 
are $30 and can be purchased online at https://squareup.com/
store/somethingtowineabout101316 or by cash or check payable to 
KofC 14349 and mailed to STWA, c/o Robert Strine, 4464 Walters 
Hatchery Rd, Spring Grove, PA 17362-7842. Call Bob at 717-225-
6187 for additional information.  

Holy Spirit–A Geisinger Affiliate has teamed up with 
cardiologists, cardiothoracic surgeons and health professionals 
to provide cardiac health education, as well as group support to 
patients, their families and caregivers to promote lifelong heart 
healthy living. Holy Spirit’s “Spirited Hearts” cardiovascular support 
group meetings are held from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in Holy Spirit Hospital’s 
Auditorium C&D on the following dates: Wednesday, October 26 
–David Man, M.D., Holy Spirit Cardiology, will present “Atrial Fibril-
lation and the Watchman Device.” Wednesday, November 16 – Eric 
L. Shirley, D.M.D., will present “Oral Care and Heart Disease.” A 
question and answer session will follow the presentations. Profes-
sional counselors are available to talk with attendees during the last 
30 minutes of each session. To register, please call 717-972-7690 
or send an email to HSGASpiritedHrtsweb@geisinger.edu.

On Saturday, November 5, St. Anne School in 
Lancaster will present a “Mid-Autumn Night’s 
Dream” to be held at the St. John XXIII Educational Center on 
the campus of St. John Neumann Parish. The evening will include 
heavy hors d’oeuvres, drinks, desserts, music and a live and silent 
auction. It is the school’s major fundraiser and assists the school 
in providing the opportunity of a Catholic education for everyone. 
Tickets for the event are $55 per person if purchased by Oct. 7; 
and $65 per person if purchased after Oct. 7. The MAND commit-
tee is also accepting donations of auction items and advertising 
for the event program book. For more information about the event, 
please contact Suzanne Wood, principal, St. Anne School, at 
wood-suzanne@stannelancaster.org or 717-394-6711.

Please join us for a Special Jubilee “Year of 
Mercy” Pilgrimage, to two holy, beautiful, and official Dio-
cese of Harrisburg “Doors of Mercy” Sites, on Saturday, October 
22. This one day coach trip that leaves St. Peter Church parking 
lot in Columbia at 8 a.m. and returns approximately at 3:30 p.m., 
will include passage through York and Adams County, with stops 
near Hanover and nearby Gettysburg Battlefield. We will visit the 
Immaculate Conception Church in Fairfield and the Historic Cone-
wago Chapel, Sacred Heart Basilica, in Hanover. Families are 
encouraged to take advantage of this trip as there will be time for 
prayer and grace-filled activities, relaxation, and merciful reflection 
on healing and peace. Lunch is at Ryan’s near Hanover, and is 
not included in the $35 ticket price. There are less than 45 seats 
available on the coach. Carpooling is also encouraged. Please 
contact donsteinfelt@comcast.net or call Don at 717-668-5124 for 
more information and an itinerary. 

LITITZ 5K FOR LIFE - Runners/walkers of all 
ages, join us for the first annual “Lititz 5K for Life” 
on October 22. Don’t miss this unique opportunity to support 
Life in Lititz!  The run begins and ends at St. James Catholic 
Church, 505 Woodcrest  Ave., Lititz.  Along the route, enjoy 
beautiful wooded areas, a view of Lancaster County, a glimpse 
of Lancaster Airport, and surrounding farmland. Proceeds benefit 
3 pro-life ministries in Lancaster County. Registration fee of $25 
includes a Lititz 5K for Life t-shirt. After October 8, registration 
is $30. Online registration is available (nominal fee): http://www.
pretzelcitysports.com./  Race Day - registration begins at 7 a.m.; 
race begins at 8 a.m.

On October 6th from 6:30-8:30 there will 
be a talk on human trafficking at St. Aloysius Catholic 
Church in Littlestown in the parish hall. Let your family, friends, 
and neighbors know!  Our speaker will give an overview of human 
trafficking and will conduct a very powerful “Walk in her shoes” 
exercise. You will learn the indicators of human trafficking and 
actions to take if suspicious. Free, but a good-will offering for the 
speaker will be accepted. Please register by calling or texting at 
717-321-4664.

CONVERSION - Following the Call of Christ, an 
8-session DVD series by Bishop Robert Barron, will be presented 
at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church, 2121 N 3rd 
Street, Harrisburg, on Saturdays at 9 a.m. beginning October 
15. The series uses six stories from the Bible to demonstrate how 
ordinary, sinful people are met by Jesus in all ages and are called 
to a better life through him – not so much as a one-time event, but 
as a life-long process. Call OLBS parish office (717-233-1014) to 
reserve a workbook ($15) or visit the OLBS Ave Maria shop after 
weekend Masses to register.

Potato/Cheese Pierogi Sale at Mother Cabrini 
Church, Shamokin: Potato/Cheese Pierogi ($9 dz – 3 dz per 
family) will be made the week of October 3. Orders can be placed 
by calling the parish office at 570-648-4512 during office hours. 
There is a 300 dz quota so don’t delay in phoning in your order. 
Pickup will be October 6 and 7 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Cabrini 
Shed, Webster and Cherry Streets, Shamokin.

St. Francis of Assisi cash bingo night will be held 
October 7 at St. Francis School Cafeteria, 1459 Zarker Street 
(Behind St. Francis Church), Harrisburg, at 6 p.m. Doors open at 
4:30 p.m. Cost is $20 at the door, maximum number of players is 
150. *If we do not have at least 75 participants the major blackout 
will be $250. Four 50/50 games will be sold separately. Only paid 
players will be allowed in the BINGO hall. For more information, 
contact Chris Johnson at 717-585-9388 or Carol Fagan at 717-
232-1003.

A Chicken Barbeque fundraiser will be held 
October 9 at St. Francis Parish, 1439 Market Street, 
Harrisburg, from 9 a.m. until we run out of food. Chicken dinners 
will include: half a chicken, baked potato, roll and applesauce for 
$8. To place your orders in advance, please call 717-232-1003, 
Monday through Friday.

On October 30 following the 6 p.m. Mass at Sev-
en Sorrows BVM Church in Middletown, Delores Eu-
ker of St. Joan of Arc Parish’s Respect Life Committee in Hershey 
will give a talk regarding what each person can do in their own 
parish and community to promote life and help end abortion in 
our country. She brings a wealth of experience and enthusiasm in 
fighting this scourge on our nation. She worked for the PA Pro-Life 
Federation from 1996-2008 and received their Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award in 2014. Working as a sidewalk counselor outside the 
Hillcrest abortion facility in Harrisburg, she helped to save women 
and their unborn children from the horrible choice of abortion. All 
ages from 13 and up are invited to attend this important talk.

An Italian Fest and Grandma’s House Attic Sale 
are being held on October 22 from 4 p.m.-7:30 p.m. at Sacred 
Heart School, Lancaster. Spaghetti and meatball dinners which 
include salad and freshly baked roll can be purchased for $8 (with 
an advanced ticket) or $10 at the door. Children’s portions are 
$4 with an advanced ticket or $6 at the door. Homemade Italian 
pastries will also be available for purchase. Homemade takeout 
items include lasagna ($25/ pan, $18/pan) and stuffed shells 
($8). Shop at Grandma’s House for used household goods from 

7:30-10:30a .m. and 4-7:30 p.m. For more information ,please call 
Sacred Heart School at 717-393-8433.

Trinity High School in Camp Hill is sponsoring a 
trip to NYC and Broadway on December 10. Spend 
the day on your own ($65) or see a show (Beautiful, The Carole 
King Musical $160). Leave Trinity at 7 a.m., return at 10 p.m. A 
$35 nonrefundable deposit is due by October 7. Contact Sister 
Susan Kuk for tickets: 717-761-1116, ext. 117.

The Rocks Run 5K will be held on Saturday, 
October 15 at the Rossmoyne Business Center. Proceeds 
benefit Trinity High School’s Tuition Assistance Fund. Runners and 
walkers of all abilities are welcome. Visit: http://tinyurl.com/jcgv5pv 
for more details and to register.

Sacred Heart of Jesus PCCW is holding a 
Spaghetti Dinner in their church social hall at 140 E. Market 
Street, Williamstown on Saturday, October 8, serving from 4 
p.m. to 7 p.m.  Eat-in or Take out is available. Dinner includes 
spaghetti, meatballs, rolls, dessert and beverage at $9 per person. 
Contact Dawn at 717-647-9124 or JoAnn at 717-647-2287 or any 
member of the PCCW to obtain tickets.  

Practical Apologetics: A Series Presented by 
the Order of Malta will host “History Manhandles 
the Catholic Church” by  Dr. Paul Thibault, KM, at St. John 
Neumann Church, 601 E Delp Rd., Lancaster. This class is avail-
able twice. Available sessions: October 6 at 7p.m. and October 8 
at 10 a.m. The presentation is free. Another series, “I confess my 
sins directly to God,” will be presented by Father Michael Rothan 
at St. Joseph Catholic Church, 440 St. Joseph Street Lancaster, 
and will be available twice.  Available sessions: Thursday 
November 3, at 7 p.m. and Saturday November 5 at 10 a.m. and 
the cost is free. Register by emailing SMOMapologetics@gmail.
com or calling Dan Krieger at 717-406-2622. Required informa-
tion for registration: Name, phone, class and session attending, 
and whether you are requesting an elective credit. For those who 
are interested in receiving elective credit towards a catechetical 
certificate through the Diocesan Institute, please contact Ryan Bol-
ster at 717-657-4804, ext. 225 or rbolster@hbgdiocese.org. This 
series is presented by the Lancaster Region of the Order of Malta. 
Founded in the 11th century in Jerusalem, the Order of Malta is a 
lay religious order of the Catholic Church. These sessions are an 
extension of the Order’s mission to nurture, witness, and defend 
the Catholic faith. 

Knights of Columbus Council #15929 to host 
a chicken barbecue at St. Benedict Parish in Lebanon on 
October 22 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tickets are $8 each and include 
half a chicken(made on an open pit), roll, choice of applesauce or 
coleslaw and drink. Tickets available from Knights of Columbus 
members. Call 717-274-0684 for more info or how to reserve 
tickets for that day.

St. Theresa Seniors’ Little Flower Club in New 
Cumberland is taking reservations for a Christmas 
Show at Hunterdon Hills Playhouse, Hampton, N.J., Wednes-
day December 7, 2016. Price $97, includes show, bus, lunch 
and gratuities. Deadline October 31. Questions, call 774-6783 or 
774-5671.

St. Gabriel’s Respect Life Ministry of St. Patrick 
Parish, Carlisle, announces the Respect Life Essay Contest, 
open to students in grades 7-12. Awards for each age group: 
$100 first place, $75 second. Topics: Any aspect of respecting life. 
Examples: gene editing, evil of abortion, assisted suicide, caring 
for the elderly or neglected. Minimum of 500 words for those in 
grades 7-9, and 750 words for those in grades 10-12, double 
spaced. Submit two copies: one with title, name, address, phone, 
school and grade; and e-mail a second with title only, no personal 
information, to allow for blind judging. Submit entries by Friday, 
October 7 to stgabrielcarlisle@gmail.com.

St. Anthony of Padua Parish, Lancaster, will present 
the second and final concert in a series celebrating the refurbished 
Gottfried/Peragallo pipe organ. International concert artist Gail 
Archer will perform in concert Sunday, October 9 at 4 p.m. at the 
church, 501 East Orange Street. Admission is free, donations ac-
cepted. Reception follows.

Harvest Fest at St. Mary Church, 94 Walnut 
Road, Hamburg, PA, on Friday, October 7 (4-9 p.m.) and 
Saturday, October 8 (12-9 p.m). Friday - Oldies Band, 5:30-8:30 
p.m.; Saturday – Polka Band, 1-4 p.m.; Polka Mass at 4:30 p.m. 
Homemade food, fun, activities, ongoing entertainment and games 
for all ages. Free admission, plenty of parking, no coolers. 610-
562-7657, www.rc.net/allentown/stmaryhamb or www.stmaryham-
burg.org.

Aaron’s Rhythm and Brews Festival: Family and 
friends of Aaron Neubauer, a 1997 graduate of Leba-
non Catholic School, in conjunction with Lebanon Catholic School, 
cordially invite you to the 2nd Annual Aaron’s Rhythm & Brews 
Festival on Saturday, October, 8 from 3-10 p.m. at St. Cecilia’s 
Parish Center on State Drive in Lebanon. Advance tickets for $10, 
which include band cover and beer, are on sale, and are $15 at 
the door. Proceeds from this outdoor event will benefit special proj-
ects at Lebanon Catholic School. Tables of 8-10 may be reserved. 
Must be 21 years of age to attend. Please bring lawn chairs. Call 
the Advancement Office at Lebanon Catholic School for more 
information at 717-273-3731. Like us on Facebook.

Job Opportunities
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Mechanics-

burg is hiring a full-time facilities maintenance person. This 
hands-on position includes general maintenance and custodial re-
sponsibilities for a 10-acre campus including approximately 60,000 
square feet of mixed use facilities, including church and chapel, 
offices, classrooms, meeting rooms, and two social halls. Duties 
include monitoring, performing, and scheduling routine mainte-
nance and cleaning for facilities and mechanical systems, setup 
for events, and general custodial tasks. Hours are mostly weekday 
office hours, but include periodic rotation with other custodial staff 
on Sunday mornings. Salary is commensurate with skills and 
experience, and benefits include 401(k) plan, health insurance, 
and group life insurance. Please send résumé and references to 
Patricia Lambert at the parish office: plambert@steas.net. 
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The Diocese of Harrisburg has 
announced that it will partner 
with SportsLeader to implement 
a Catholic virtue-based formation 
program for coaches. Harrisburg 
is the first diocese to incorporate 
the program as a whole across all 
of its high schools.  

“The Diocese uses sport as a 
context for physical, intellectual, 
and spiritual growth,” said newly-
appointed Director of Sports Min-
istry, Jim Gontis. “Our partnership 
with SportsLeader represents a 
continuation of the great Catholic 
athletics tradition we have in the 
diocese in a very intentional way.”

SportsLeader, based in Lou-
isville, Ky., will work with Mr. 
Gontis and the administration 
teams and coaching staffs of the 
seven diocesan high schools to 
incorporate the methods and cur-
riculum based on the four pillars 
of the program: Virtue, Mentor-
ing, Ceremony and Catholic 
Identity. The program will be 
introduced to the student-athletes 
via the coaching staffs of all seven 
high schools during the 2016-17 
season and to the parents at the 
respective parent ceremonies. 
“Through virtue-based formation 
of our coaches and student-ath-
letes, we will create opportunities 
for mentorship and ceremony 
while embracing our Catholic 
identity in an inclusive manner,” 
said Mr. Gontis. “Our goal is that 
the student-athlete experience 
will significantly contribute to our 
Catholic schools mission to build 
up young men and women who 
change the world for the sake of 
peace and goodwill.”

“The more we can help our 
young people grow closer to 
Christ through the platform 
of sports, the more we are ac-
complishing our mission within 
Catholic school athletics,” said 
Lou Judd, the Director of Sports-
Leader.

SportsLeader has worked with 
public and private universities and 
colleges across the country in-
cluding The Ohio State University 
and Michigan State. They have 
also partnered with high schools 
nationwide and in Canada. The 
program was founded in 2004 and 
is endorsed by the Vatican Office 
of Church and Sport. They are 
a charitable nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
organization.

Learn more about SportsLeader 
at www.sportsleader.org.

Diocese to  
be First to Bring 

Virtue-Based  
Formation 

Program to All 
High Schools

By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness

In competitive Lancaster-Lebanon Section Three 
play, the Lancaster Catholic Crusaders’ field hockey 
team found itself up against an undefeated Annville-
Cleona squad on September 13 at the Little Dutch-
men’s field, with both teams in contention for the 
top of the section.

Play was tight for most of the first half, until Cru-
sader senior Izzy Miller scored with five minutes 
remaining in the period, notching the team’s first 
goal off a corner this season, one thing they had 
been working on this summer while watching team 
USA’s Olympic field hockey games.

Crusader goalkeeper Claire Wolfe defended Lan-
caster Catholic’s goal throughout the contest, going 
9-for-9 in saves, and giving them the shutout win at 
1-0. In a competitive Section Three, Lancaster Cath-
olic was preparing to host the Little Dutchmen at 
press time, holding an advantage of having the first 
win under their belt. The Crusaders and the Little 
Dutchmen are contending for the top of the section.

Lancaster Catholic Blanks Undefeated  
Annville-Cleona in Tight Sectional Contest

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Lancaster Catholic’s Izzy Miller, center, and Olivia Sebest make a play for the ball in their Sept. 13 contest against  
Annville-Cleona.

Lancaster Catholic’s Alexis Howe  
defends the ball from a Little  
Dutchmen player.

By Deacon Tom Picciano 
Catholic News Service

When this year’s Little League World Series champs returned 
home, dozens of law enforcement, fire and emergency vehicles 
with lights flashing and sirens blaring led them through the wel-
coming crowd in Endwell.

Vehicles with family members were just ahead of the bus 
carrying the Maine-Endwell Little League players the day af-
ter they emerged victorious in Williamsport, Pennsylvania. The 
Mid-Atlantic Region champions beat the Asia-Pacific Region 
champions 2-1.

Thousands came out to greet them that day, Aug. 29, including 
Father Clarence F. Rumble of the Church of the Holy Family in 
Endwell, pastor to most of the team and coaches.

In the days following their triumphant return, the team ap-
peared with the New York Mets and New York Yankees, as well 
as the Binghamton Mets.

But their welcome to Mass celebrated by Father Rumble at 

Holy Family Sept. 11, the anniversary of the 2001 terrorist at-
tacks on the U.S., was different. Six of the 11 players and all of 
the coaches are parishioners.

As Mass started, Father Rumble mentioned the day -- 15 years 
since the “darkest of days in history” -- which he noted hap-
pened before the team members were born.

“One event was tragic and one is celebratory! Today during 
this Mass of thanksgiving, we rejoice in this team’s accomplish-
ments on and off the field,” he said.

“Be thankful for your God-given talents, which you have de-
veloped and strengthened with perseverance and hard work,” 
said Father Rumble. “Your talent, your joy, your compassion 
and your sportsmanship are just a few of the reasons this parish 
community is very proud of you.”

After Mass, hundreds of people gathered in the parish’s so-
cial hall to greet the Maine-Endwell Little League team, which 
presented a check for $2,500 to Mercy House, a home for those 
with terminal illnesses.

Mass Celebrates Little League  
Champions’ ‘talent, joy, sportsmanship’
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Bishop Ronald Gainer celebrated Mass 
in the new Russel E. Horn, Sr. Spiritual 
Center on the campus of Penn State Har-
risburg on Sept. 15, marking the first re-
ligious service to be held there. 

The Spiritual Center is located in the 

new Student Enrichment Center in the 
heart of the campus. The Spiritual Center 
is named for Mr. Horn, a 1933 graduate 
and benefactor. It will offer a space for 
the spiritual activities and practices of 
students of various faiths.

Bishop Gainer celebrated the Mass on 
the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows, telling 
those gathered that “From the first mo-

The prominent cross that graces the façade of Trin-
ity High School in Camp Hill was blessed prior to a 
school Mass Sept. 14, its dedication to the memory 
of the late Father Louis P. Ogden, a graduate of Trin-
ity’s Class of 1976 and a diocesan priest who died on 
Feb. 20, 2015, from a chronic liver condition.

Members of the Ogden family and classmates were 
present for the dedication, as students and faculty as-

sembled in front of the school for a ceremony, dur-
ing which Father Mark Weiss, school chaplain and 
pastor of Holy Infant Parish in Manchester, blessed 
the cross. 

The cross was installed in April, purchased as a 
gift by the members of the Class of 1976, its plaque 
reading in part, “His friendship was an inspiration, 
his love a blessing.”

Above: The cross on  
the school façade,  

dedicated to the  
memory of Father  

Louis P. Ogden.

Right: Father Mark 
Weiss, chaplain at  

Trinity High School, 
blesses the cross on a 

bright Sept. 14 morning.
CHRIS HEISEY,  
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Trinity Cross Dedicated to 
Memory of Father Ogden

Bishop Celebrates Mass at Penn  
State Harrisburg’s Spiritual Center

ment of our Blessed Mother’s Immacu-
late Conception, she was full of grace.”

“She was there at the foot of the Cross, 
yet her motherly sorrow was totally oth-
er-centered… Though she lost her son 
she gave birth to, she knew that she was 
giving her son to save all,” he said. “Let 
us bear our Cross like Mary – with faith, 
with humility and obedience.”

Father Edward Keating, pastor of 
nearby Seven Sorrows of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Parish in Middletown, con-
celebrated the Mass.

Kevin I. Bagatta, Jr., a Catholic stu-
dent on campus, is hoping that the Mass 
that the bishop celebrated there will 
spark additional interest in the formation 
of a Catholic student association at Penn 
State Harrisburg. The campus does not 
have a Catholic Campus Ministry, how-
ever Student Activities has been looking 
to start one and assisting Mr. Bagatta in 
beginning a group.

“The goal of the group will be to sup-
port and strengthen the Catholic identity 
of Catholic students on campus,” Mr. 
Bagatta told The Catholic Witness.

“Having transferred from DeSales 
University, I found I missed a Catholic 
presence while attending college,” he 
said of his reason for starting a Catholic 
group. “Going to college with fellow stu-
dents who share our Catholic faith makes 
the college experience complete. Being 
Catholic is part of who we are, and to 
create an association that will help other 
Catholic students connect and build ca-
maraderie seemed to make sense to me.”

Five additional students are needed in 
order to start the Catholic student asso-
ciation. Students who are interested can 
contact Kevin Bagatta at kib5294@psu.
edu.

Bishop Ronald Gainer celebrates Mass Sept. 15 in the 
new Russel E. Horn, Sr. Spiritual Center on the campus 
of Penn State Harrisburg. It was the first religious service 
celebrated there.
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