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Msgr. Vincent Topper, the oldest and longest-ordained 
diocesan priest in the country, died Oct. 7, the Feast of 
Our Lady of the Rosary. He was 104 years old.

Remembered for his hard work and humility, Msgr. 
Topper died in his residence at St. Catherine Labouré 
Parish in Harrisburg, where he had been living since 
1999.

A viewing will take place at St. Catherine Labouré 
Church, 4000 Derry Street, Harrisburg, on Friday, Oct. 
14, beginning with Evening Prayer at 4:30 p.m. until the 
Mass of Transferral at 7 p.m., with the viewing continu-
ing after the Mass until 9 p.m.  

On Saturday, Oct. 15, there will be a viewing begin-
ning with Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. until the Funeral 
Mass at 10:30 a.m. at St. Catherine Labouré. 

Dinner will be served in the parish hall after the Fu-
neral Mass. Burial will take place after the dinner at 
Annunciation Cemetery, 298 North 5th Street, McSher-
rystown.

“His life was a shining example of fidelity and cooper-
ation with God’s grace in a selfless and dedicated man-
ner,” Bishop Ronald Gainer said of Msgr. Topper, who 
was a priest of the Diocese of Harrisburg for 80 years.

Msgr. Topper, Remembered for  
Hard Work and Humility, Dies at 104

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Msgr. Vincent Topper, 2011 portrait

By Dennis Sadowski 
Catholic News Service

Emergency aid slowly began to reach 
some of the thousands of Haitians dis-

By Ana Rodriguez-Soto 
Catholic News Service

Like the rest of South Florida, the 
Archdiocese of Miami was carefully 
watching the path of Hurricane Mat-
thew, a Category 4 storm that began 
pounding Haiti and Cuba Oct. 4 and 
hit Florida’s Atlantic coastal area late 
Oct. 6.

Chief among the preparations was 
prayer. Miami Archbishop Thomas G. 
Wenski asked all South Florida par-

ishes to include prayers for those af-
fected in their daily Masses in the days 
ahead.

About 1.5 million Floridians were 
already fleeing their state to take shel-
ter elsewhere.

The archdiocese also was preparing 
to provide aid to the Caribbean nations 
hardest hit by Matthew, especially 
Haiti, Cuba, Jamaica and the Baha-
mas.

Aid Slowly Makes its Way to Haitians Miami Archdiocese  
Prepares to help Victims

“He has seen and personally experienced so much 
in his lifetime,” the bishop remarked. “Throughout the 
many changes in our Church and culture that he has 
experienced, he maintained amazing fidelity and flex-
ibility to continue to be what Christ called him to be 
and to what he said yes to so many years ago, to be a 
Priest of Jesus Christ.”

Even on the Saturday and Sunday before his death, 
he continued to concelebrate Mass at the parish, and 
was surrounded with the praying of the Rosary in his 
final days.

“He teaches us a beautiful lesson of complete confi-
dence in God,” said Father Neil Sullivan, pastor of St. 
Catherine’s. 

“In the last couple of months, as he was consecrating 
the host while celebrating Mass in the rectory chapel, 
he would just hold on to it and not want to let it go. He 
was deep in prayer,” Father Sullivan told The Catholic 
Witness.

Mass was celebrated in Msgr. Topper’s private room 
the day before he died, Father Sullivan said. “He was 
completely aware that he was receiving the Eucharist.” 

The Rosary was also of great importance to Msgr. Top-
per, and he constantly held it in his hand during his final 

Debris is seen in the ruins of a home Oct. 5 after  
Hurricane Matthew swept through Les Cayes, Haiti. 
Rescue workers in Haiti are struggling to reach parts 
of the country cut off by Hurricane Matthew, the most 
powerful Caribbean storm in nearly a decade. 

CNS/ANDRES MARTINEZ CASARES, REUTERS

More MSGR. TOPPER, page 11

placed by Hurricane Matthew in the 
country’s picturesque southwest as re-
ports of casualties slowly trickled in 
from communities cut off by the storm.

The number of deaths reached 1,000 
at press time on 
Oct. 9, five days 
after the storm’s 
145-mile-an-hour 
winds and torren-
tial rains slammed 
into the country, 
according to a tally 

More AID, page 10 More HELP, page 10

Hurricane Matthew
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A father of five, widower and for-
mer law school dean and uni-

versity president told those in the legal 
profession who gathered for the annual 
Red Mass that their purpose in life is 
more than being a judge, attorney, pub-
lic official or professor.

“Ask yourself, ‘What on Earth am 
I here for? Why did God send me?”’ 
Father David Link, former Dean of the 
Notre Dame School of Law, advised 
the congregation.

“We’re here to fulfill our individual 
purpose, which includes bringing more 
people with us to Heaven,” he said. “If 
you don’t fulfill your purpose, it’s not 
going to get done. God is not going to 
pass it on to some other person; it’s 
your purpose alone.”

The Red Mass – celebrated this year 
on Oct. 3 at St. Patrick Cathedral in 
Harrisburg – coincides with the start 
of the United States Supreme Court’s 
new term. The Mass takes its name 
from the red vestments worn by the 
priests and people to symbolize the 
Holy Spirit, whose guidance the at-
tendees are seeking as they pursue jus-
tice in their daily lives.

The Mass is organized by the St. 
Thomas More Society of Central 
Pennsylvania, an organization of law-
yers, judges, lawmakers, students of 
law and others in the legal profession 
that offers educational and social op-
portunities on the faith as they seek the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Bishop Ronald Gainer was the prin-
cipal celebrant of the Mass.

As guest homilist, Father Link, who 
entered the seminary following the 
death of his wife of 45 years, spoke of 
God’s plan for his life, and asked the 
congregation to consider their purpose.

Before the death of his wife, Barba-
ra, he was Dean Emeritus and Profes-
sor of Law at the Notre Dame School 
Law. He was also the first president 
of the University of Notre Dame in 
Perth, Australia, a senior partner in a 

Homilist at Red Mass Tells Those in Legal Profession 
to Fulfill their Purpose of Bringing Others to Heaven

law firm in Chicago, a member of the 
Notre Dame faculty, and a government 
employee.

Ordained a priest in the Diocese of 
Gary, Ind., in 2008 at the age of 71, Fa-
ther Link has served as chaplain at the 
Indiana State Prison, a maximum secu-
rity prison, and co-founded the Center 
for the Homeless in South Bend, Ind.

“The successes in my life had little 
to do with my efforts. I simply fol-
lowed God’s plan,” Father Link said. 

Urging the members of the congre-
gation to ponder their purpose in life, 
he said the reason for their existence 
goes far beyond their career or even 
their vocation.

“God did not send me to be an attor-
ney, or an academic, or even a priest,” 
Father Link remarked. “God sent me 
to serve the homeless and the incarcer-
ated.”

He said his ministry to the impris-
oned taught him that prisoners have in-
dividual problems requiring individual 
solutions. Many come from poverty, 
dysfunctional families, crime-ridden 

“My purpose is to give them their 
purpose,” Father Link said. “The one 
thing I have discovered among the 
people I serve is that they are children 
of God.”

Father Link told those gathered for 
the Red Mass that if they want to see 
the Messiah, they will find him among 
the poor, the sick and the imprisoned.

“Ask God directly, and he will match 
your talents with the many needs of so-
ciety,” he said.

“Your purpose is more than being a 
judge or an attorney or another law pro-
fessional. Whether you are put on this 
earth by God to take care of a spouse, 
or children, or a homeless mother, the 
lonely, the sick, the incarcerated, the 
poor, the hungry, you can use your tal-
ents in the ways that God expects you 
to,” Father Link said. “But once God 
tells you why he put you here, there are 
no options. You can’t decide not to do 
it.”

Telling the congregation that their 
involvement must be active, and not 
just sympathetic, Father Link ended his 
homily with a quote from a maximum 
security prisoner to whom he minis-
tered:

“Active compassion is God’s lan-
guage. Everything else is just talk.”

The St. Thomas More of Society of 
Central Pennsylvania is named for the 
16th century saint, who was beheaded in 

London for refusing to approve Hen-
ry VIII’s divorce and remarriage 
and establishment of the Church of 
England. The society was founded 
26 years ago by Catholic lawyers 
and judges to promote Christian 
principles in the law in the spirit 
of their patron saint. 

In addition to the Red Mass, the 
society also holds a Mass on the 
Feast of St. Thomas More, June 
22, an annual dinner, continuing 
education sessions for lawyers, 
and retreats and days of reflection. 
Its spiritual director is Father Paul 
Clark, Diocesan Judicial Vicar and 
pastor of St. Matthew Parish in 
Dauphin.

The society continues to seek 
new members to further its mis-
sion; for more information, visit 
www.saintthomasmoresociety.
com.

The statue of the Pieta at St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg is seen as 
Father David Link, guest homilist for the annual Red Mass, and a Mass 
attendee share an embrace.

Members of the Lancaster Catholic High  
School Concert Choir, who led the  
congregation in praise and worship, 
join hands in prayer during the Red Mass. 
From right are Emma Kuchinski, Michelle 
Cybulski, Helen Cao and Claire English.
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Father David Link, 
former Dean of the 

Notre Dame Law 
School, whose  
24-year term 

is the longest 
tenure among 
American law 
school deans, 

delivers his  
homily at the 

Red Mass on 
Oct. 3. A father 
of five children 

and a husband for 
45 years, Father 

Link was ordained a 
priest in 2008 at the 

age of 71.

neighborhoods, or have abused drugs 
or alcohol to cope with the difficulties 
of life, he said. 
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Lutheran-Anglican-Roman  
Catholic Day of Dialogue 

“Rooted in Common Ground:  
Our Universal Call to Care for Creation”

Monday, November 7, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. • Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Keynote Speaker: Stephanie Clary,

Mission Outreach and Communication Coordinator  
for the Diocese of Burlington, Vt.

Integral ecology is a key concept in Pope Francis’ 2015 encyclical, Laudato Si’. 
This idea that the entire created world is intricately connected and mutually de-
pendent significantly informs a Christian perspective on creation care. Our 2016 
LARC Day of Dialogue will focus on the place of the human within the created 
world and the Christian response to the biblical call to care for our common home. 
Ms. Clary will explore the inherent embeddedness of ecological consciousness 
within Christianity, approaches to living ecologically ethical lives, and connections 
between initiatives of eco-justice and social justice.

Cost of the day (includes lunch) is $30 per person, $50 for two registrations 
from the same parish, and $20 each for three of more registrations from the same 
parish. Register online at www.hbgdiocese.org/larc or make checks payable to  
Diocese of Harrisburg with LARC in the memo line to 2016 LARC Day, Office for  
Ecumenism, Diocese of Harrisburg, 4800 Union Deposit Rd., Harrisburg PA 17111. 

Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

The Speaker of the House for the state of 
Pennsylvania held a press conference at Har-
risburg Catholic Elementary School Sept. 28, 
calling for a funding increase to the state’s tax 
credit programs that contribute to scholarship 
programs for students.

The Educational Improvement Tax Credit 
(EITC) and Opportunity Scholarship Tax 
Credit (OSTC) programs provide tax credits to 
businesses that contribute to organizations that 
provide scholarships to students.

Speaker Mike Turzai (R-Allegenty) is call-
ing for legislation to increase the current fund-
ing level from $175 million to $250 million.

“This program hasn’t always had the in-
creases that a lot of us think it needs,” he said, 
flanked by Republican and Democratic leaders 
assembled in front of the eighth-grade class at 
Harrisburg Catholic’s Cathedral campus.

“Your parents and grandparents, aunts 
and uncles, they want to see you here. They 
thought you could get a better opportunity 
here,” Speaker Turzai addressed the students. 
“We need to make sure that the people who 
want to come to Harrisburg Catholic have an 
opportunity.”

David Rushinski, principal of Harrisburg 
Catholic Elementary, said he sees daily the 
results of the EITC program.

“I get to see the faces of the children it ben-
efits, I get to speak to the parents and grand-
parents of the children it assists, and the re-
sults are just gratifying to see,” he said during 
the press conference.

“Each day, I see smiles on our children’s 
faces, I hear happiness in their voices, and I 
get to see the success of their efforts. The stu-
dents are joyful because the EITC program al-
lows them to be here at Harrisburg Catholic,” 
he continued. “I hear enthusiasm in a new stu-
dent’s voice when they first sit down in one of 
our classrooms because they are in an envi-

Speaker of the House Visits Harrisburg Catholic  
to Call for Increase in Scholarship Tax Credit Funding

Speaker of the House Mike Turzai signs an  
autograph for Ja’mie Cooper  after hosting a press  
conference to call for increase to the state’s tax 
credit programs that contribute to scholarship  
programs for students.

David Rushinski, principal of Harrisburg  
Catholic Elementary School, takes the podium 

in a classroom at the school’s Cathedral campus 
during a press conference to increase funding for 

the state’s EITC and OSTC programs. 
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

• October 15 – Celebrate Funeral Mass of Msgr. Vincent Topper, Saint Catherine 
Labouré Church, Harrisburg, 10:30 a.m.; Celebrate Mass for Diocesan Women’s 
Conference, Bishop McDevitt High School, Harrisburg, 2:45 p.m.

• October 16 – Sacrament of Confirmation, St. George Mission, Mifflinburg, 10 
a.m., and  Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, Lewisburg, noon.

• October 17 – Stewardship Visit to Lebanon Catholic School, 9:30 a.m.
• October 18 – Sacrament of Confirmation, Queen of the Most Holy Rosary 

Church, Elysburg, 7 p.m.
• October 20 – Celebrate Mass and Stewardship Visit to Trinity High School, 

Camp Hill, 8:15 a.m.; Sacrament of Confirmation, St. Paul the Apostle Church,  
Annville, 7 p.m.

• October 21 – Fishers of Men Dinner, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 6 p.m.
• October 22 – Sacrament of Confirmation, Church of the Holy Spirit, Palmyra, 

10 a.m.
• October 24-28 – Retreat Master for the Diocese of Lake Charles, La.
• October 29 – Attend Installation of Bishop Barbara Jean Collins, Zion 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Sunbury, 1:30 p.m.
• October 30 – Celebrate Mass in the Extraordinary Form, St. Joseph Church, 

Lancaster, 1:30 p.m.

ronment where they feel safe and can learn.”
“I have the opportunity to speak to parents 

and grandparents of children who attend our 
school. Many of them are here with EITC as-
sistance….  Many of them tell us that without 
the EITC program, they would never be able 
to afford Harrisburg Catholic,”  Mr. Rushin-
ski said. “I hope with additional EITC fund-
ing, we can continue to tell great stories of the 
children that this program benefits.”

Since its implementation in Pennsylva-

nia 15 years ago, the EITC program has al-
lowed more than 40,000 students each year to 
choose the school that best fits their needs. 
Scholarships through this program can be 
used at any school in the state. Scholarships 
in the OSTC program are pro-
vided to students who live within 
the boundaries of a low-achieving 
school, so that they can attend an-
other school.

Touting the success of the pro-
grams, House Education Commit-
tee Chair Stan Saylor (R-York) 
said they give parents and op-
portunity to send their children to 
schools that are safe and that offer 
a quality education.

“Some schools aren’t perform-
ing, aren’t doing the job they 
need to be doing, and the EITC 
program allows every child to get 
the best education they can get, no 
matter where they’re from in any 
part of the state,” he said. 

“They deserve a quality educa-
tion, like what you’re getting here 
at Harrisburg Catholic Elementa-
ry,” Rep. Saylor told the students.

(Stay up to date on the EITC 
and OSTC programs and learn 
how you can help promote 
school choice by visiting the 

Web site of the Pennsylvania Catholic 
Conference at www.pacatholic.org, or by 
following the PCC on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/PACatholic/ and on Twitter 
@PACatholic.)

Father Joshua 
Brommer, pastor  
of the Cathedral 
Parish of St.  
Patrick, greets 
Ja’mie Cooper and 
Jose Rodriguez.
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Spiritual Hunger  
is a Good Thing

By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness 

Some time ago, I was walking down the street with a young child riding his tricycle. The 
neighborhood in which we were walking was established many years ago. Several times, 
to the chagrin of my sojourner, I had to physically pick up his tricycle 
because it would get beached on the uneven sidewalk. After the third 
time, he asked me, “Sister, why is the sidewalk here so uneven?” I told 
him, “When the sidewalk was made, the trees 
that lived between the sidewalk and the road 
were very tiny. With time, they grew. As they 
grew, the roots became bigger and bigger. As 
the roots grew, they were powerful enough to 
lift the sidewalk at the seams or even crack the 
cement.” In response, he said, “Wow!” and 
then got off his tricycle and walked over to 
a tree. He peered down the open seam of the 
sidewalk and discovered that the roots were 
indeed under the cement. Looking up at me he said, “Boy! The trees 
were really hungry to get big! So hungry, that it didn’t matter what was in their way. Kinda 
like when Jack goes for his dog dish when mom puts it down!” “Yes, you are so right!” Jack 
was, at the time, the family’s six-week-old Newfoundland puppy. He would eventually grow 
up to be a large dog that could easily weigh over 200 pounds!

I was reminded of this story when I started my previous article about the corporal work 
of mercy to feed the hungry. In that article, I reflected on understanding what spiritual hun-
ger is all about. When I was doing research for that article, I came across a blog by Francis 
Winslow.1 Her blog was a interesting look at why our spiritual hunger exists. For her, it is: 
“A DESIRE for God that releases heaven’s fullness to overflow into your life.” This got me 
reflecting on what Pope Francis said about this: “Spiritual hunger is a more important kind 
of hunger that cannot be satisfied with ordinary food. It is a hunger for life, the hunger for 
eternity, which only He (Jesus) can satisfy because He is the bread of life. Jesus gives this 
food to all people and can be found in the Eucharist.”

In her blog, Winslow describes three different aspects to this hunger. The titles in bold face 
are hers, the explanations are mine.

Hunger is a gift. Spiritual hunger is an amazing grace. There is a certain paradox in un-
derstanding this. If we truly understand that we, as humans, are absolutely empty, we can be 
open to grace so Christ can fill us. When we go searching for other ways to fill this hole, it 
might give us momentary fulfillment, but with time, this withers and the ache returns. When 
Jesus fills our emptiness, he gifts us with joy and peace that does not fade.   

Hunger must be acted upon or it will fade. When I was a small child, I used to to-
tally enjoy the banquets my mother would prepare for members of my family. During these 
meals, time seemed to stand still. As a small child, I used to hate being “trapped” at table. 
But, as I grew, meals like this were truly grace filled! The extended members of my family 
shared their lives with one another. The “elders” shared words of wisdom. The “young-ins” 
shared dreams and hopes for the future. In addition, we also spoke, with much love, about 
individuals who were missing around the table. In a sense, through this shared time, we were 
being fed not only with the food that was prepared with love, but more importantly by our 
presence. Isn’t this a model for what Jesus described as the Heavenly banquet?  

Compare the meal above with an all too common experience – eating at a fast food res-
taurant. This type of food preparation is all about time saved, not about love shared. It’s all 
about filling up an empty stomach, not about filling up the heart. But when convenience 
overshadows presence, something within us can wither – the call to deep relationships not 
only with God but also with one another. Isn’t this what spiritual hunger truly is – being filled 
by Someone who is greater than I?    

Hunger begets hunger. Several years ago, my spiritual director said to me as Lent began, 
“Sister, do not do anything extra this year except for spending 30 extra minutes in quiet 
prayer in front of the Blessed Sacrament.” My response to him was, “What?” He smiled and 
repeated what he had said. As I followed his wisdom, I discovered that the more I spent time 
with My Beloved, the more I wanted. The more I acknowledge my dependence on Him, the 
more He opened my heart to His presence in the people around me. 

The gift of that Lenten practice was that I have not stopped it! It has become a part of my 
daily prayer routine. It showed me how truly hungry my soul is!  

How hungry are you?
1h t t p : / / f r a n c i e w i n s l o w. c o m / 2 0 1 2 / 0 1 / 2 3 / 3 - k e y s - t o - s p i r i t u a l - h u n g e r /

?utm_campaign=shareaholic&utm_medium=email_this&utm_source=email#
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network Coordinator at 

the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for Wives in the Diaconate Pro-
gram. An educator for 29 years, she is responsible for Professional Development Programs 
for every age learner. Through her presentations, she challenges her audiences to be the 
individual God has called them to be.) 

Thoughts
from a Catholic  

Evangelist
Sister Geralyn 
Schmidt, SCC

“The Rosary  
is the Weapon”

By Jim Gontis
Special to The Witness

Did you know that October is the Month of the Rosary? It has been for many years. 
It is a glorious month, the time of year when the green leaves turn to various hues 
of red, purple, orange and gold. And it is a time when our minds 
should turn in a poignant way to the sacred beads. 

In his 2002 Apostolic Letter Rosarium Virginis Mariae (Rosary 
of the Virgin Mary), St. John Paul II wrote, 
“The Rosary is the contemplation of the 
face of Christ in the school of Mary.”  

In the Joyful Mysteries, at the center of 
which is the birth of God into the world, 
our Blessed Mother teaches us to contem-
plate the adorable face of her Infant Son, 
Jesus.

In the Luminous Mysteries, she instructs 
us to turn our sights toward our Lord in his 
public ministry, in his Baptism, in his miracles, in his teachings, in 
his luminosity on the Mount of the Transfiguration, and in His institution of the Eu-
charist, as he converts mere bread and wine into the Medicine of Immortality.

In the Sorrowful Mysteries, Mary says to us, “Look at the marred and bloody face 
of my Son.  See how much he loves you, each one of you, both sinner and saint.”

And in the Glorious Mysteries, our Mother Mary bids us to seek after her resplen-
dent, glorified Son that we might live the risen life of grace, animated by the white, 
hot flame of the love of the Holy Spirit.  

Mary is the key to unlocking the mysteries. She instructs as teacher and nourishes 
as mother…she who is both mother and teacher.

Have you ever prayed the Rosary and thought, “I’ve been saying the words and 
haven’t even realized what I just said, or even what mystery I’m on, or even what set 
of decades I’m on?” 

I have, and more than once. What is the answer? I think that, at least part of the 
answer is to just keep doing it! Sure, let’s try to say it in a more recollected way, but 
let’s not let our imperfections and distracted minds keep us from praying this crucial 
prayer. Let us not allow the perfect be the enemy of the good.

The great English convert G.K. Chesterton famously said, “Anything worth doing 
is worth doing poorly.” Huh? But it makes sense, doesn’t it? How’d you do the first 
time you tried to play an instrument, or the second, or even the third? How about the 
first time you attempted to throw a football? How was that spiral? Or was it more end-
over-end? How about the first time you gave a speech in public? But when we pray 
the Rosary, the Mother of God takes these “wilting roses” of ours and, like Linus with 
Charlie Brown’s Christmas tree, she wraps them up and makes our prayer beautiful.

There is good in the world and much of it, but there is great evil, too. Jesus admon-
ishes us, “Do not overcome evil with evil, but overcome evil with good.” St. Paul 
tells us that as Christians we must put on our spiritual armor. Evil must be fought, but 
it must be fought on God’s terms, not the world’s. Padre Pio, the great 20th century 
Franciscan saint who bore the wounds of Christ, loved the woman he referred to as 
The Madonna, and he loved the Rosary and recommended it frequently to his spiritual 
sons and daughters. He said, “The Rosary is the weapon.” The Rosary is the weapon 
for the cause of life, it is the weapon for authentic family life, and, paradoxically, the 
Rosary is The Weapon for Peace.

Mary is “the woman dressed in battle array,” always ready to fight for her spiritual 
children…to fight the powers of darkness: the world, the flesh, and the devil. Through 
faith and Baptism, we poor sons and daughters of Eve, become sons and daughters of 
the New Eve. Let us rally to her side. The Blessed Virgin will, in turn, take us to her 
son’s pierced side, where she once stood on Calvary’s hill, that we might be bathed in 
the blood and water of the pierced Heart of the one Savior of the world, her Son and 
Lord, Christ Jesus.

Bartolo Longo was an Italian layman. In his youth he practiced the occult and be-
came a Satanist. He was converted as a young man through the power of the Rosary. 
He spent most of the rest of his life spreading devotion to the Rosary and to the 
Blessed Virgin under the title, Our Lady of Pompeii. He was beatified by Saint John 
Paul II in 1980, who referred to Longo as the “Apostle of the Rosary.” One of my 
favorite quotes on the Rosary comes from Longo and is found at the end of John Paul 
II’s Apostolic Letter on the Rosary:

O Blessed Rosary of Mary, sweet chain which unites us to God, bond of love which 
unites us to the angels, tower of salvation against the assaults of Hell, safe port in our 
universal shipwreck, we will never abandon you.  You will be our comfort in the hour 
of death: yours our final kiss as life ebbs away.   And the last word from our lips will 
be your sweet name, O Queen of the Rosary of Pompeii, O dearest Mother, o Refuge of 
Sinners, O Sovereign Consoler of the Afflicted.  May you be everywhere blessed, today 
and always, on earth and in Heaven.”  

- Rosarium Virginis Mariae 
(Jim Gontis is the Director of the Diocesan Department of Religious Education and 

the Director of Sports Ministry.) 

Vox Clamantis 
One Crying in  
the Wilderness 

Jim Gontis

To report suspected abuse of a 
 minor, call the toll free  

PA Child Abuse Hotline at:
1-800-932-0313.

To report suspected abuse of a  
minor by a church official,  

employee or volunteer, also please  
call the diocesan toll free hotline at:

1-800-626-1608
or email: ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org

For more information, visit  
www.HbgDiocese.org/protect
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October is Respect Life Month

National Domestic Violence Hotline
800-799-SAFE (7233) or 800-787-3224 (TTY for hard of hearing)

The National Domestic Violence Hotline provides crisis intervention and referrals to local service providers. For more 
information, go to www.thehotline.org. Hotline Advocates are available to chat online, Monday to Friday, 9AM-7PM CST.

By Frank J. Moncher, PhD
Special to The Witness

 Domestic violence is a hidden scourge on our families and 
communities. Those who are victimized often keep it a private 
matter for various reasons: fear, shame, well-intended efforts 
to preserve the family. Aggressors, if they even recognize their 
problem, are not likely to have it addressed. Yet it touches many, 
and knows no boundaries of race, social class, ethnicity, creed 
or age (most victims are first abused as teens). Statistics sug-
gest one in four women experience domestic violence in their 
lifetime, and three in four Americans are reported to know a 
victim, though most episodes are not reported to the authorities. 
Although the majority of victims are female, an estimated 15% 
are males.

Domestic violence and emotional abuse are typically used 
together in a relationship to control the victim. Persons may 
be married, living together, or dating. Examples of emotion-
al abuse include name-calling, putdowns, restricting contact 
with family or friends, withholding money, preventing a part-
ner from working, actual or threatened physical harm (hitting, 
pushing, shoving), sexual assault, stalking, and intimidation. In 
The Gospel of Life St. John Paul II highlighted the gravity of the 
issue: “At the root of every act of violence against one’s neigh-
bor there is a concession to the ‘thinking’ of the evil one, the one 
who ‘was a murderer from the beginning’ (Jn 8:44).” He also 
outlined the importance of the family as the primary community 
of life and love in which children are nurtured. How vital it 
is, then, to understand how to keep family members safe from 
violence in their homes, and how to heal and reunite families 
where violence has occurred, when possible.

The person being harmed 
Persons experiencing domestic violence are often termed 

“victims,” or if the situation has resolved, “survivors,” but it is 
most important to recall they are children of God, with inher-
ent dignity and deserving our love and respect. This is espe-
cially true because as abused persons they are often plagued 
by feelings of shame, fear, and depression, and have lost sight 
of the essential fact of their dignity and worthiness to be loved. 
At times they may also make decisions that cause an observer 
(family member or friend) to question their judgment, or be-
come frustrated with them for remaining in what seems to be an 
obviously dangerous or hopeless situation.

It is commonly accepted that domestic violence is rarely an 
isolated incident, but is a pattern of behavior aimed at estab-
lishing and maintaining power and control over another. The 
pattern is typically described as a “cycle of violence,” and the 
seriousness escalates with each occurrence. The “cycle” be-
gins with a “set-up” phase: The abuser creates a situation in 
which the victim has no choice but to react in a way that, in the 

Life Matters: Domestic Violence

abuser’s mind, justifies the abuse. After the violence, the abuser 
may fear being held accountable, and so may apologize or make 
excuses for his or her behavior, pledge to never do it again, or 
use gifts as a way of coping with guilt or preventing the victim 
from telling. Next, however, the abuser may excuse the incident 
as the victim’s fault, or resume “life as usual” as if nothing hap-
pened. The abuser expects that the victim will participate in the 
cover-up. Finally, the abuser thinks about the past and the future 
in a manner that drives the abuser to mentally “set up” the next 
episode of violence.

Some victims of domestic abuse have a tendency to “normal-
ize” violent behavior based on experiences in their family of or-
igin, where they struggled with their sense of self-worth, setting 
boundaries, or emotional dependence. Even though the family 
of origin was dysfunctional, its unhealthy equilibrium may have 
been the only thing the person knew. Consequently, some may 
feel guilty about considering betraying the abuser, or fear they 
will be judged or further deprived of affection if they disclose 
or attempt to leave. These persons benefit from counseling that 
affirms their inherent dignity, helps them understand the dys-
functional patterns in their past and current relationships, and 
assists them in establishing a safe home and relationships.

Who are the abusers, and is there hope?
Although common characteristics have been identified, there 

is no “typical” abuser. In public, they may appear friendly and 
loving to their family, while the violence and its consequences 
are hidden from view. The violence does not happen randomly, 
or solely because of stress or substance abuse; abusers use vio-
lence to get what they want. This being said, it is important to 
recognize that the abusers were not “born that way,” but have 
their own history of developmental and family problems (often 
being abused) that can explain how they learned to be aggres-
sive. Because abusers often have a poor sense of self-worth, 
they do not take responsibility for their actions and try to blame 
the victim instead. Thus the person perpetrating the violence 
needs his own help and healing.

Aggressors must first become aware of their need for psycho-
logical assistance before they can recover and exercise healthier 
patterns of bonding and communicating. It is difficult for people 
to seek help, often burdened by shame, fear of being judged, 
or psychological issues (e.g., addictions). Once the problem is 
recognized, there is reason for hope: psychotherapists can help 

such persons with their thinking, forgiveness, emotional stabili-
ty, and relationship skills. These skills (e.g., empathy) should be 
developed first with close friends and family members (initially 
not the victim), so that the aggressor can experience a healthy 
manner of dealing with his emotions and disappointments. Al-
though this work can be lengthy and painful, as the perpetra-
tor’s own dignity and worth are rediscovered and affirmed, his 
ability to then approach and attempt reconciliation with the of-
fended person is greatly enhanced.

The role of friends and extended family
Although this problem tends to be hidden, friends, colleagues, 

and extended family can play a critical role in fostering peace. 
Victims generally ask for help only when the risk of violence 
increases. An important step to help in preventing or stopping 
violence is recognizing certain risk factors such as jealousy, hy-
persensitivity and possessiveness, or controlling, explosive or 
threatening behaviors. If you believe someone you know may 
be in a troubled situation, you should call a hotline number for 
assistance, or encourage the person to do so themselves (911, 
the local hotline, or the National Domestic Violence Hotline: 
1-800-799-7233/TTY 1-800-787-3224). Research shows that 
accessing domestic violence shelter resources reduces the in-
cidence and severity of future violence substantially. When 
recovering from abuse, victims need guidance in planning for 
their safety. Consultation with legal advisors can help them to 
understand how to report and ask for further protection.

In sum, the gravity and difficulty for families touched by do-
mestic violence is severe. Although the struggle toward healing 
and recovery can be difficult, our faith gives us reason for hope. 
On the World Day of Peace in 1997, St. John Paul II focused 
on this theme, as demanding as it is vital: “Offer forgiveness 
and receive peace…. I know well that it is hard, and sometimes 
even appears to be impossible to forgive, but it is the only way, 
because all revenge and all violence give rise to further revenge 
and violence. It is certainly less difficult to forgive when one is 
aware that God never tires of loving and forgiving us…. Let us 
never forget that everything passes, and only the eternal can 
fill the heart.”

(Frank J. Moncher, PhD is a Licensed Psychologist of the 
Catholic Diocese of Arlington (VA) and Managing Director of 
Integration and Training, Catholic Charities Diocese of Arling-
ton.)

PHOTO COURTESY OF TOM PYNE
Archbishop  Charles  Chaput  of  Philadel-
phia  addresses  the  2016  Celebrate  Life 
Banquet in Harrisburg Sept. 29.

“Our Catholic  
Faith and the  

Death Penalty” 
A Seminar for  

Respect Life Month
October 25, from 7-8:30 p.m.

Cardinal Keeler Center,  
Harrisburg

The seminar will provide an 
overview of the many consider-
ations related to this important 
issue. Join discussion on how our 
faith and Catholic social teaching 
informs us of the need to balance 
punishment, respect for human 
life, and the call for justice.

Scheduled Speakers:
Sean McCormack, Esq.,  
Dauphin County Chief  

Deputy District Attorney
Father Paul C.B. Schenck,  

Director of the  
Diocesan Office  

of Respect Life Activities
Francis Viglietta,  

Director of the Social  
Concerns Department  
of the Pennsylvania  
Catholic Conference

The event is being offered free 
of charge. RSVP online at www.
hbgdiocese.org. For more infor-
mation, contact Pete Biasucci 
at 717-657-4804, ext. 285. The 
seminar is sponsored by the Di-
ocesan Commission on Catholic 
Social Doctrine and the Diocesan 
Office of Respect Life Activities.

By Maria V. Gallagher
Special to The Witness

Archbishop Charles Chaput of Philadelphia 
says that, 43 years after the tragic U.S. Supreme 
Court ruling Roe v. Wade, there is reason for hope 
for the pro-life movement.

Archbishop Chaput made his comments at 
the 2016 Celebrate Life Banquet sponsored by 
the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation Education 
Fund. The Federation is the Keystone State affili-
ate of National Right to Life.

“We have every reason to hope,” Archbishop 
Chaput told the crowd of more than 500, which 
included both veteran pro-lifers and members of 
the Millennial generation, gathered at the Radis-
son Hotel in Harrisburg on Sept. 29.

“Over the past 43 years, the pro-life movement 
has been written off as defeated and finished too 
many times to count. Yet here you are tonight 
again, disappointing your critics and refusing to 
die. And why is that?

“It’s because no court decision, no law and no 
political lobby can ever change the truth about 
when human life begins and the sanctity that God 
attached to each and every human person, born or 
unborn,” Archbishop Chaput said.

He inspired attendees by offering a helpful list 
of “Dos” and “Don’ts” for building a culture of 
life.

The archbishop urged pro-lifers: “Don’t let 
yourselves be bullied into silence.” He said Amer-
icans should “never apologize for being pro-life, 
or for advancing our beliefs in private or in pub-
lic.”

He also cautioned: “Don’t let divisions take 
root.” Chaput added, “Acrimony within the pro-
life movement is a gift to our opponents. It’s also 
a form of theft from the unborn children who will 
suffer the consequences of our division.”

Archbishop Offers Hope for Pro-Life Movement

Archbishop Chaput also told attendees “don’t 
get trapped by politics” and “don’t create or ac-
cept false oppositions.” He noted that, during the 
2008 presidential campaign, some argued that 
pro-lifers should stop their legal struggle against 
abortion.

“Of course, many of these voices turned out to 
be flacks for the Obama Presidential campaign,” 
Archbishop Chaput said. “In reality the Obama 
White House has been extraordinary for its refus-
al to compromise on anything involving so-called 
‘reproductive rights,’ and for its belligerent hostil-
ity to pro-life and religious liberty concerns.”

Archbishop Chaput noted that “if we really be-
lieve that abortion is an intimate act of violence, 
then we can’t aim at anything less than ending 
abortion.”

Archbishop Chaput added, “Don’t hate the ad-
versary…We need to trust in the long-term power 
of love—the true power of God—to convert the 
human heart even in the face of our own failures. 
We can never allow ourselves to become bitter.”

In his listing of “Dos” for the pro-life move-
ment, Archbishop Chaput said, “Do become mar-

tyrs. Be ready and willing to pay a price for your 
beliefs. In today’s world, we may never be asked 
to shed our blood in witnessing for our faith.

“But we do see character assassinations, mud-
slinging and lies against good people every day in 
the public media. And we should be ready to bear 
the cost. Nothing, not even our good name, should 
stop us from doing what we know to be right,” 
Archbishop Chaput said.

The second “Do” is to “Keep hope alive…
Nothing is more inspiring than happy warriors. 
I’ve never in my life seen a joy-filled pro-abortion 
event. And I’ve always found that instructive,” 
Archbishop Chaput said.

The third “Do” is to “Be strategic. Being sheep 
in the midst of wolves doesn’t mean we can also 
be dumb as rocks. Being strategic means planning 
ahead, working together and outsmarting our ad-
versaries.”

Archbishop Chaput added that, to achieve these 
goals, we need a dose of realism. “We should nev-
er dream or whine about all the things we could 
do with the millions of dollars we don’t have. We 
need to focus on the real dollars we do have.”

The final “Do”—“Remember that renewing the 
culture, not gaining power, is our ultimate goal.”

“If we change one heart at a time, while we save 
one unborn life at a time, the day will come when 
we don’t need to worry about saving babies, be-
cause they’ll be surrounded by a loving and wel-
coming culture,” Chaput said.

“Will I see that day with my own eyes? I don’t 
think I can hold my breath that long. But then I 
never expected to see a pope from Argentina or 
the fall of the Iron Curtain either. We may not see 
that day in our own lifetimes, but the children of 
your grandchildren will.” 

(Maria V. Gallagher is the Legislative Director 
of the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation. Learn 
more about the work of the federation at www.
paprolife.org.)
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Advance Health Care Directives Available
Advance health care directives can be found, free of charge, at hospitals and 

nursing homes, and are available to download from the Web site of the Pennsylva-
nia Catholic Conference at:

www.pacatholic.org/bishops-statements/living-will-and- 
health-care-power-of-attorney-2007/lwformweb/ 

The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference is the public affairs arm of Pennsylvania’s 
Catholic bishops and the Catholic dioceses of Pennsylvania. For information on 
legislation, follow the PCC:

Online at www.pacathoilc.org
On Facebook at www.facebook.com/PACatholic

On Twitter at www.twitter.com/pacatholic

Father David Danneker, 
PhD., Vicar General and 
Medical Ethicist for the 
Diocese of Harrisburg,  
offers a presentation on 
the Church’s principles  
on end-of-life decisions 
during a recent workshop 
on medical moral issues. 

Physician-Assisted Suicide
In a culture that often views death as a defeat and measures a person’s worth on their productiv-

ity, the Catholic Church upholds the dignity of the human person for the sole reason of their being 
created in the image and likeness of God.

“There are no accidental babies and no throwaway people. There is no life not worth living,” 
said Father Paul CB Schenck, Director of the Diocesan Office of Respect Life Activities.

Physician-assisted suicide and euthanasia are presented under the guise of compassion and 
mercy; in reality, both consider the patient or his or her suffering as a burden. 

Our response is to walk with the sick and the dying.
“There is a journey that every human being has to face,” said Dominic Lombardi, Diocesan 

Secretary for Catholic Life and Evangelization. “Our very life is a value unto itself, not for any 
further means or purpose.”

“We can address pain management. We can make the person comfortable. We can provide a 
context in which they experience love,” he said.

“The mere presence of the suffering person is a profound gift at the end of life, and it is a mo-
ment of evangelization in which we open ourselves up to God. Physician-assisted suicide and 
euthanasia take away that gift at the end of life and keep people blind to it,” Mr. Lombardi said.

Medical Moral Issues Workshop Addresses  
End-of-Life Care through Lens of Catholic Principles

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

The Diocesan Secretariat for Catholic Life and Evan-
gelization offered a workshop on medical moral issues at 
the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg on Sept. 30, ad-
dressing a variety of issues and questions regarding end-

of-life care. Among the topics discussed were advance 
health care directives, physician-assisted suicide, con-
sidering the person suffering from dementia, and Church 
teaching on artificial sustenance and pain management.

Workshop presenters were:
• Father David Danneker, PhD, Vicar General and 

Medical Ethicist for the Diocese of Harrisburg

• Father Paul C.B. Schenck, EdD, Director of the Di-
ocesan Office of Respect Life Activities

• Mr. Dominic Lombardi, Diocesan Secretary for 
Catholic Life and Evangelization

The Catholic Witness presents here several break-
downs of the workshop’s most prominent topics of dis-
cussion.

Advance Health Care Directives
In the state of Pennsylvania, an advance health care directive is a living will, a health care 

power of attorney, or a combination of the two. The document allows a person to establish their 
wishes about their health care, should they be unable to do so because of a medical condition. A 
health care power of attorney is a person designated by an individual to make health care deci-
sions on their behalf.

Advance health care directives can include “Do not resuscitate” orders, time parameters for 
treatments, and approval or disapproval of tests, procedures and medications.

Father David Danneker, PhD, Vicar General and Medical Ethicist for the Diocese of Har-
risburg, strongly encourages everyone to complete an advance directive, select a health care 
power of attorney (such a close friend) who will advocate on your behalf, provide copies of the 
advance directive to family members, friends and doctors, and update it on a routine basis as 
circumstances such as age, health and medical technology change.

“The control of medical care should be in the hands of the patient,” Father Danneker re-
marked.

Advance health care directives can be found, free of charge, at hospitals and nursing homes, 
and are available on the Web site of the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference at: www.pacatholic.
org/bishops-statements/living-will-and-health-care-power-of-attorney-2007/lwformweb/ 

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
A mother and daughter support each other while watching a video produced by 
the New York Catholic Conference – “Advance Health Care Directives: Professing 
Our Faith in the Sanctity of Life” – during a medical moral issues workshop offered 
at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg.

Nutrition and Pain Management
“Pain and suffering and death are not God’s will for us, but they are part of what we have to 

endure in his mission, united with his Son,” said Dominic Lombardi, Diocesan Secretary for 
Catholic Life and Evangelization.

The Catholic Church considers nutrition and hydration as part of general care for an individu-
al. The Church teaches that we have a responsibil-
ity to care for life, and providing sustenance is part 
of that responsibility. 

However, the Church also recognizes that there 
are situations – such as in the case of an actively 
dying person – where feeding may be overly bur-
densome and cause greater suffering.

“If you’re suffering from end-stage cancer and 
death is imminent, you are not required to be given 
artificial nutrition, said Father David Danneker, 
PhD., Vicar General and Medical Ethicist for the 
Diocese of Harrisburg. “You are allowed to let 
nature take its course.”

These situations must be distinguished from 
those of patients who are ill and incapacitated, yet 
not imminently dying, as the Church teaches that a 
patient in a non-terminal condition should not deny 
or be refused nutrition and hydration.

On the issue of pain management, the workshop 
pointed to the benefits of palliative care, which, 
especially when treatment has ceased, can help al-
leviate pain, reduce anxiety and bring comfort.

“Cessation of treatment does not mean cessation 
of care. Once we cease to cure, we should increase 
measures to care,” Father Danneker remarked. 

At times, health care professionals seek to 
abate a dying patient’s pain by increasing doses of 
morphine, a treatment that can secondarily hasten 
death.

According to the Church’s Principle of Double Effect, it is permissible to offer such treatment 
that might have a harmful effect, provided that:

• The act itself is good or at least neutral
• The good and bad effects both flow from the same act
• The agent intends the good effect and not the bad
• There must be a proportionate reason for performing the act and allowing the bad effect
“In the majority of cases, keeping a person free from pain is looked upon as a good by the 

Church,” Father Danneker said. “No one is required to suffer.”

*** *** ***

“The intention in respect 
to any intervention must 
never be to bring about the 
patient’s death. To allow 
someone to die peacefully 
sometimes is the morally 
right thing to do for some-
one who is actively dying, 
but we must never bring 
about their death either 
directly or indirectly. Do I 
wish for them to be relieved 
of their suffering and pain? 
Yes. Do I wish for them 
not to be in a condition of 
deterioration? Yes. But do I 
wish them dead? No.”

~ Father Paul CB Schenck, EdD
Director of the Diocesan Office 

of Respect Life Activities

Caring for the Person with Dementia
Dementia means “lost mind” or “taken mind,” and is a general term for loss of capacity to recall 

memories. It can also impact a person’s ability to speak, swallow and perform day-to-day tasks.
Father Paul CB Schenck, Director of the Diocesan Office of Respect Life Activities, recalled 

watching as his mother suffered from dementia for five years, and knows firsthand the pain that 
family members can feel when a loved one doesn’t recall milestone events or recognize their 
children.

Sometimes, it can seem as though the person suffering from dementia is an entirely different 
person than the one family and friends know and love.

“The reality is, Mom is the very same person she has always been,” Father Schenck said. 
“While she may not recall a large or very important part of her life – her married years, her 

children, even her own name – she is still the same person,” he said. “Think of her when she was 
an infant. She didn’t know her name. She may have known her siblings but didn’t understand 
their relationship to her. She didn’t know her husband – he was far off – and didn’t know who her 
children would be. But she wasn’t someone else. She was your mother, but at another stage of 
her life, her development. Later she was a pre-adolescent and would have known more, but not as 
much as she would as a newly-wed, or as a young mother. 

“But she wasn’t a different person; she was just at a different stage of life and knowledge,” 
Father Schenck said.

He called for resistance to any effort that would deny personhood to those who suffer from 
dementia, remarking, “Each life is unique, unrepeatable and irreplaceable.”

*** *** ***
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October is Respect Life Month

The Diocesan Secretariat for Catholic 
Life and  Evangelization Presents

The Bittersweet Season
Saturday, October 22, from 9 a.m.-noon

Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Forever in Our Hearts Ministry is offering a grief work-

shop for families that have lost a child due to miscarriage, 
stillbirth, abortion or infant death.

Please join us as together we prepare for the upcoming 
challenging season.

Featuring Leslie Delp, Founder of  
Olivia’s House and bereavement specialist

A light social and refreshments will be held following 
the workshop. 

Register online at www.hbgdiocese.org/respectlife
For more information, contact Jaclyn Curran at  

717-657-4804, ext. 313, or jcurran@hbgdiocese.org
There is no registration fee for this event. However, this 

program relies on financial contributions. Please know that 
a donation is not required to participate, and families that 
choose to contribute may do so at any amount.

USCCB Respect Life Program
An old Irish proverb says, “It is in the shelter of each other 

that the people live.” Indeed, we are created to depend upon 
one another and walk together in suffering. But when family 
members or friends approach life’s end, we may not know how 
best to “shelter” them. Here are some concrete ways we can 
compassionately care for them.

1. Invite God In: Pope Francis has said that “praying in dif-
ficult situations is like opening the door to the Lord, in order 
that he might enter.” The dying process is a sacred time—a final 
season to seek closure in this life and prepare for the next in the 
hope of sharing in Christ’s Resurrection. As you enter into this 
season with your friend or family member, ask God to accom-
pany both of you.

2. Listen: Try to discover your loved one’s values and how 
best to honor his or her wishes. This requires true empathy. It 
can be hard not to assume he or she wants the same thing you 
think you would want if you were in the same situation. Listen 
with a non-judgmental ear so your loved one feels free to speak 
openly. 

3. Inform Yourself: Be aware that wishes for refusing ordi-
nary or proportionate treatment—or for pursuing assisted sui-
cide—are usually rooted in fears of dependency, helplessness, 
or pain. Make yourself available to discuss these or any con-
cerns. Know that hospice care focuses on alleviating pain and 
other symptoms, meeting basic needs, and providing comfort. 
Seek to understand the Catholic Church’s teaching on end-of-
life care, which can help you provide authentically loving sup-
port that respects life.* 

4. Be Steadfast in Compassion: As Pope Francis reminds 
us, “Compassion means ‘suffer with.’” Your friend or family 
member will likely face ups and downs. Recognize these as part 
of a natural process. Surround him or her with love, support, 
and companionship that are “anchored in unconditional respect 
for their human dignity, beginning with respect for the inherent 
value of their lives.” The patient’s suffering can be alleviated 
by your empathy, as well as by quality hospice care by medical 
personnel. 

5. Help Them Achieve Closure: Help your family member 
or friend define the unfinished personal projects, financial con-
cerns, unresolved relationships, or other matters that occupy his 
or her mind. Due to changing circumstances, some goals may 
need to be reframed. Creating and accomplishing this list of 

Caring for Loved Ones at Life’s End
unfinished business can help the person discover a sense of pur-
pose and feel more at peace.

6. Provide Opportunities for Resolution: Ira Byock, a 
hospice medical director, illustrates in his book The 4 Most 
Important Things** how saying “I love you,” “I’m sorry,” “I 
forgive you,” and “Thank you” can promote much-needed heal-
ing during the dying process. You can help ensure a peaceful 
transition for your loved one by facilitating opportunities for 
reconciliation with others and for mutual expressions of love 
and gratitude. Consider offering to invite a priest to hear his or 
her confession and to administer the Eucharist as viaticum and 
the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, all of which heal the 
soul and prepare us to meet the Lord.

7. Reminisce: Our appetites diminish as our bodies ex-
perience a decreased need for food and fluids when we near 
life’s end. Provide smaller amounts of your family member or 
friend’s favorite foods. Even if unable to eat them, he or she 
may still enjoy the aromas and reminisce with you about special 
memories they evoke.  

8. Provide a Peaceful Presence: There comes a time of natu-
ral withdrawal from surroundings when dying persons may lose 
interest in many activities that used to be enjoyable. Your own 
quiet, patient presence can provide important support as your 
loved one prepares emotionally and spiritually for his or her 
passing. Hearing can become very acute, so placing the phone 
in another room, playing favorite music, reading a favorite pas-
sage, praying together, or simply sitting quietly with him or her 
can all be very soothing. 

9. Show Tenderness: Those who are dying remain in need 
of the tenderness of personal human contact. Ask if you might 
gently brush your loved one’s hair, apply lotion to her hands 
or feet, or simply hold his hand. Tell stories, laugh, and share 
memories to reassure the person he or she is a cherished gift, not 
a burden in any way. 

10. Bear Their Transition Patiently: Transition, the time 
immediately preceding death, may bring rapid physical chang-
es, such as in breathing patterns, as well as changes in mental 
or emotional states. Try to be patient, and allow the “how” and 
“when” of death to be between God and your loved one. Ask 
God for the wisdom to know what final words to say—if any—
and when. As you are able, give your loved one permission to 
make the transition. For example, you might say, “I love you. 
It’s okay to go home now.” 

Accompanying a loved one in his or her last days is enor-
mously important work, but we do not need to fear our own lim-
itations. Pope Francis tells us, “[God] comes to assist us in our 
weakness. And his help consists in helping us accept his pres-
ence and closeness to us. Day after day, touched by his compas-
sion, we also can become compassionate towards others.”

*As our bishops teach, “Respect for life does not demand 
that we attempt to prolong life by using medical treatments that 
are ineffective or unduly burdensome.” At the same time, in-
tentionally hastening death—whether through drugs or deliber-
ate neglect of basic care—offends our God-given dignity and is 
never morally permissible. More information: www.usccb.org/
ToLiveEachDay

**References do not indicate endorsement. 
(Reprinted from Respect Life Program copyright 2016, Unit-

ed States Conference of Catholic  Bishops, Washington, D.C. 
All rights reserved. For additional information and resources 
for Respect Life Month, visit www.usccb.org/respectlife. Ex-
cerpts from Morning Meditation © 2013, General Audience © 
2016, Misericordiae vultus © 2015, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 
Vatican City. Models used for illustrative purposes only.) 

USCCB Respect Life Program
We often assume parenthood happens easily after “I do,” 

but for many married couples, it does not. For some, the joy of 
conception never happens. Others suffer repeated miscarriages. 
Still others experience secondary infertility: after giving birth to 
one or more children, they are unable to have another. 

The pain can become overwhelming. Social media posts of 
pregnancies, baby announcements, or pictures of newborns 
may intensify feelings of being alone in the ache for a child. 
Attending baby showers and being around children or pregnant 
women can be excruciating. 

If you experience difficulty bringing a child into your family, 
know that you are not alone. God is with you, and his Church 
desires to walk with you. The following suggestions may be 
helpful to you on this journey.

1. Start with Prayer: God has a beautiful plan for your life 
as a married couple. Seek his guidance, and let the healing pow-
er of prayer, a conversation in which “heart speaks unto heart,” 
strengthen you. Pope Francis encourages us to pray not only 
with commonly known prayers, “but also to pray in our own 
words.”

2. Connect with Others: A mentorship, a faith-based sup-
port group, or spiritual direction can offer comfort and provide 
new perspectives. Sharing your struggles with family, friends, 
or a therapist can also help ease the pain. Ask the saints for their 
intercession, and reflect upon the biblical stories of Sarah and 
Abraham, Hannah and Elkanah, and Elizabeth and Zechariah.

3. Seek to Understand the Church’s Teaching:* The 
sexual act expresses the marital covenant, repeating over 
and over again, “I give myself to you entirely, unreservedly, 
holding nothing back.” In this mutual gift of self, so all-en-
compassing that it includes their potential for procreation, a 
husband and wife are united as one, giving full expression to 

Seven Considerations while Navigating Infertility
their love. These two aspects of sexuality, the unitive and the 
procreative, are intertwined and are not meant to be separated.  
    Suppressing the possibility of conception (i.e., contraceptive 
use) and creating life outside the marital sexual act (i.e., use 
of some reproductive technologies) both work against God’s 
plan for married love and the gift of life. Pope Francis explains 
that “a child deserves to be born of that love” expressed be-
tween a husband and wife in intercourse, “and not by any other 
means, for ‘he or she is not something owed … but is a gift.’” 
*(Further explanation in listed resources.)

4. Learn the Difference between Ethical and Unethi-
cal Interventions:* Applying the Church’s teaching means 
that, in short, procedures that introduce a third party into 
the process (such as surrogates or sperm/egg donors) are 
not morally acceptable. Additionally, substituting a labora-
tory action or anything else for intercourse, such as artifi-
cial insemination or in vitro fertilization (IVF), is also mor-
ally unacceptable. However, treatments that help facilitate 
conception through marital intercourse are morally ethical. 
*(Further information in listed resources.)

5. Be Aware of “Treatments” That Destroy Life: Some 
procedures are problematic for multiple reasons. For example, 
beyond its unethical nature (as per the previous section), in vitro 
fertilization (IVF) often involves the tragic loss of human life. 
Children in the embryonic stage are frequently discarded—or 
frozen—without ever being implanted into their mother’s 
womb. And if multiple babies are implanted, doctors may sug-
gest performing a “fetal reduction” by killing one or more to 
increase the survival chances of the strongest child in utero. 
While a baby might eventually be born, his or her tiny siblings 
may be destroyed in the process.

6. Make a Plan: Do you know there are medical options 
consistent with Church teaching that have statistically signifi-
cantly higher rates of achieving pregnancy than IVF? Learn 
about these, fertility awareness practices, and other treatments 
that also respect your marriage and any children who may be 
conceived. If you have sought to bring a child into your family 
through ways not in keeping with God’s plan for life and mar-
ried love, have hope. The Lord welcomes us in the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation, where we can receive the loving mercy and 
forgiveness we each need. With prayer and an informed con-
science, work together as a couple to create a plan that takes 
into consideration the desire for children along with moral prin-
ciples, finances, medical realities, and your overall well-being 
(both individually and as a couple). Locate a trained specialist 
or doctor who honors your plan and has training in methods of 
assistance that are in keeping with Church teaching.

7. Keep Your Marriage Healthy: Handling the uncertain-
ties of infertility is a challenge for even the strongest marriages. 
Once engaged in treatment, it can become easy to focus more 
on the process than on each other. However, communication 
and mutual decision-making are vital. Staying intimately con-
nected can help make it easier to manage lifestyle changes, re-
ordering of priorities, physical discomfort, career disruption, 
and difficulties with insensitive people.

Hold fast to the constant truth of God’s love for you. “To 
couples who cannot have children of their own,” St. John Paul 
II affirmed, “you are no less loved by God; your love for each 

other is complete and fruitful when it is open to others” and 
their needs. In times of suffering, Pope Francis notes, “we sense 
a powerful need for someone to be close and feel compassion 
for us.” You are not alone: “Jesus ‘does not abandon those 
whom he loves.’”

Even if we ourselves do not experience difficulty bearing 
children, we can be channels of God’s mercy for those who do. 
Learn how to show compassion sensitively from a short list of 
suggested dos and don’ts at www.usccb.org/respectlife.

 *Resources: 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. Life-Giving 

Love in an Age of Technology. Washington, D.C.: United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2009.

Natural Family Planning Program, United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops. “Reproductive Technology (Evaluation 
& Treatment of Infertility): Guidelines for Catholic Couples.” 
Washington, D.C.: United States Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops, 2009.

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. Instruction Do-
num Vitae (Instruction on Respect for Human Life in Its Origin 
and on the Dignity of Procreation). Washington, D.C.: United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 1987.

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. Instruction Dig-
nitas Personae (The Dignity of a Person). Washington, D.C.: 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2008.

Articles, documents, statements, and more: www.usccb.org/
LifeGivingLove

(Reprinted from Respect Life Program copyright 2016, Unit-
ed States Conference of Catholic  Bishops, Washington, D.C. 
All rights reserved. For additional information and resources 
for Respect Life Month, visit www.usccb.org/respectlife.) 
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

The National Association of 
the Holy Name Society brought 
its members to Lancaster Coun-
ty Sept. 27 through Oct. 2 for its 
46th annual convention, and with 
it the promotion of reverence for 
the Most Holy Name.

The Holy Name Society is a 
confraternity that seeks to help 
people personally encounter 
Jesus through awareness, rever-
ence and devotion to Him. The 
Society is open to clergy, reli-
gious, men, women and youth. 

“The Holy Name Society was 
established to bring to God’s 
people a reverence for the Holy 
Name of Jesus. Everything that 
we do leads up to reverencing 
the Holy Name,” said Bishop 
Mitchell Rozanski of the Dio-
cese of Springfield, Mass., who 
serves as the Episcopal Modera-
tor of the Society.

“From everything that we’re 
called in the Gospels to bring 
out to the world, we seek to 
reverence the Holy Name,” he 
told The Catholic Witness. “It’s 
by the witness of our lives, by 
our actions, by our dedication to 
prayer, and bringing glory to Je-
sus’ name.”

“We are certainly reminded of 
bowing our heads at the name of 
Jesus. Bowing our heads opens 
our hearts to Him,” Bishop Ro-
zanski said.

The Society’s convention was 
held at the Fulton Steamboat 
Inn in Lancaster, and attendees 

Bishop Mitchell Rozanski of Springfield, Mass., delivers a  
homily during Mass at Holy Trinity Church in Columbia Oct. 1, 
where members of the National Association of the Holy Name 
Society gathered as part of their annual convention.

‘Bowing Our Heads Opens Our Hearts to Him’
National Association of Holy Name Society  

Seeks to Help People Encounter Jesus

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Bishop Mitchell Rozanski, Episcopal Moderator of the Holy Name Society, presents a relic of 
Blessed John of Vercelli, patron of the Society, for individual veneration at the conclusion of Mass 
at Holy Trinity Church in Columbia Oct. 1. The relic is a piece of the walking stick of Blessed John 
of Vercelli (c. 1205-1283), the sixth master general of the Dominicans. Blessed John’s effort to 
promote devotion to the Holy Name of Jesus throughout the entire Church makes him the patron of 
the Confraternity of the most Holy Names of God and Jesus.

Emma Hornick holds the  
crozier of Bishop Ronald Gainer, 
principal celebrant of the Mass 
at Holy Trinity Church.

gathered for Mass at Holy Trin-
ity Church in Columbia on Oct. 
1, where Bishop Ronald Gainer 
served as principal celebrant, 
and Bishop Rozanski as concel-
ebrant and homilist.

“The convention brings us to-
gether in a spirit of prayer, and 
also allows us to bring ideas 
from our parish and diocesan 
Holy Name Societies,” Bishop 
Rozanski told The Catholic Wit-
ness. “As we receive the input of 

our delegates and our officers, 
we are able to set direction for 
the future of the Holy Name So-
ciety in our country.”

That direction is now focusing 
on bringing new members – spe-
cifically women and youth – to 
the Society.

The Holy Name Society, when 
first introduced into the United 
States, confined its ministry to 
men. The Society was opened 
to women and youth over the 
years. It is canonically connect-
ed to the Dominican Order.

Yet the national association, 
in recent years, realized an ur-
gency to uniquely define a new 
evangelization strategy for the 
Holy Name Society, and the 
implementation of this Strategic 
Plan of Renewal comes in the 
same year as both the Jubilee of 
Mercy and the 800th Jubilee of 
the Dominican Order.

Karen Kubulak, the Society’s 
Marketing and Communications 
Director, explained that in its re-
newal, “the Holy Name Society 
returns to its very roots in 1274, 
when Pope Gregory X asked 
Blessed John of Vercelli and the 
Dominican Order to preach to 
‘all the faithful’ a reverence of 
and witness to the Holy Name of 
Jesus Christ, our salvation.  

“This ministry constituted the 
Church’s answer in the Thir-
teenth Century to those who 
denied the Divinity of Christ, 
blasphemed His Holy Name 
and repudiated obedience to 
the Commandments of God and 
the civil law of the land,” Ms. 
Kubulak said. “Those same cir-
cumstances and others exist in 
our fast paced – depersonalized 
society of technology.  Yet that 
same technology is a boon for 
evangelization.”

Bishop Gainer joined the 
National Holy Name group at 
a banquet dinner at the Fulton 

saw no longer saw anyone bow-
ing their heads at the Name of 
Jesus, in Church or in prayers – 
a simple request, but a profound 
one.       

“I think she is right – we have 
lost something over the years 
and I commend you for trying 
to revive that,” Bishop Gainer 
said.

He encouraged Holy Name 
members that their ministry was 
sorely needed today, calling on 
the Name of Jesus at all times, 
but always showing awareness 
of the Divinity of Jesus and rev-
erence and devotion.  

Members of the Holy Name 
Society are called to contrib-
ute to the evangelization mis-
sion of the Church and to make 
perpetual acts of reverence and 
love for Our Lord and Savior. 
The apostolate of the society is 
to assist in parish ministries by 
performing the Corporal Works 
of Mercy: to feed the hungry, to 
clothe the naked, give drink to 
the thirsty, shelter to the home-
less, tend the sick, visit those 
in prison, and bury the dead; as 
well as the Spiritual Works of 
Mercy: to convert sinners, in-
struct the ignorant, counsel the 
wayward, comfort the sorrow-
ing, bear adversity patiently, 
forgive offenses, and pray for 
the living and the dead. 

Father Nicholas Monco, O.P., 
Dominican Promoter of the 
Central Province of the Holy 
Name Society, is charged with 
advancing devotion to the Holy 
Name, and remarked that “Hon-
oring and loving the Holy Name 
of Jesus is a particular way of 
loving the person himself.”

“I developed a devotion to 
the Holy Name in seminary, 
because I saw Brothers bowing 
their head at the name of Jesus, 
and I started copying them and it 
created this devotion in me,” he 
said. “Bowing our heads at his 
name allows us to pray with the 
body.”

He offered an analogy to one 
of Hermione’s statements in 
“Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s 
Stone.” She told Harry, “Fear 
of a name increases fear of the 
thing itself.”

Father Monco offers this les-
son on the value of a name: 
“Love of the name increases 
love of the thing itself,” he said.

(Membership in the Holy 
Name Society is open to all 
Catholics, lay faithful, clergy 
and religious over the age of 18. 
They must be firm believers in 
all that the Catholic Church be-
lieves and teaches and put these 
teachings into practice in their 
daily lives. Membership is typi-
cally at the parish level; contact 
your parish Holy Name Society, 
or learn more at www.nahns.
com.) 

(Contributing to this story 
was Karen Kubulak, Marketing 
and Communications Director 
of the National Association of 
the Holy Name Society.)

Steamboat Inn following the 
Mass at Holy Trinity on Oct. 
1 and encouraged the group 
in their ministry of inspiring 
people to personally encounter 
Jesus through awareness, rever-
ence and devotion to the Most 
Holy Name of Jesus.  

He related how an older 
woman had recently requested 
a meeting with him about some-
thing of utmost importance. The 
woman wanted to know why she 
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World Mission sunday ~ october 23

    My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
On World Mission Sunday, October 23, Pope Francis calls 

us to announce the mercy of God, “the beating heart of the  
Gospel” (Misericordiae Vultus, 12).

On this 90th World Mission Sunday, our diocesan family 
joins our brothers and sisters around the world who will gather 
at the Lord’s Table to celebrate, with great joy, our common  
vocation as missionaries. Our prayers and financial help, through the  
Society for the Propagation of the Faith, support the work of the 
Mission Church, its witness to Christ and service to the poor.

“Let us not close our hearts within our own particular  
concerns, but let us open them to all of humanity.”

~ Message of Pope Francis for World Mission Sunday 2016

I echo these words of our Holy Father, asking you to open your hearts as you 
connect on World Mission Sunday with every corner of the globe… with the 
Americas, where catechists travel to remote areas to bring the Good News of 

God’s great love to families; with Europe, where new churches 
are being built to welcome faith communities, renewed after years 
of persecution; with Asia, where six million children receive an 
education from Religious Sisters in some 16,000 Church-run el-
ementary schools; with the Pacific Islands, where 1,000 young 
men are preparing for the priesthood, to bring the Lord’s healing 
hope and peace to those in need; with Africa, where those who 
are sick are provided with loving care at 6,400 Catholic hospitals 
and small clinics. 

Grateful always for your generosity of spirit and heart, and 
confident of your missionary commitment to share the joy of the 
Gospel and help the poor, I pray for an abundance of blessings for 
you and your families!

   Faithfully yours in the Lord,
    

    Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer
    Bishop of Harrisburg

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
OFFICE OF PONTIFICAL MISSIONS

Diocese of Harrisburg
4800 Union Deposit Road,  

Harrisburg PA  17111
(717) 657-4804 ext. 240

www.hbgdiocese.org/missions
Reverend Robert F. Sharman,  

Diocesan Director

Remember this image?  
In 2014 the theme for World Mission  

Sunday was “I Will Build My Church,” featuring 
the Church in Mongolia — the world’s youngest 
Catholic Church. After many decades of struggling 
in a communist-ruled country with no religious free-
dom, it was just a little more than 20 years ago that 
the people of Mongolia had the opportunity to hear 
the Good News of Jesus Christ.

We heard the story of Bishop Wenceslao (Wens) 
Padilla, a missionary priest and now the first Bishop 
of Mongolia. He and two missionary priests arrived 
in Mongolia in 1992 to build the Catholic Church 
and to serve the poor of this Asian nation.

Bishop Wens was literally starting from zero — 
there were no Catholics in Mongolia when he and 
his fellow missionaries arrived. By proclaiming and 
sharing their faith through spiritual and practical 
outreach, including education, medical care and vo-
cational skill training programs, the first missionar-
ies slowly built the Mongolian Catholic Church in a 
country where, for generations, there was no procla-
mation of the Gospel.

The first baptisms took place after three years of 
their presence. Each Easter, on average, 20-50 join the Church.  

“With a faith brought by missionaries...”

PHOTO COURTESY OF FIDES NEWS AGENCY
The Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, prepares for the 
ordination of its first native priest.

Today, the Mongolian Catholic Church has just 
over a thousand baptized, six parishes, 20 missionar-
ies, and 50 nuns from 12 congregations.  

But it also has something else: its first native 
priest.  

Father Joseph Enkh was ordained in August 2016 
in the Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul in Ulaan-
baatar.  

“The ordination of a native priest will stimulate 
the enthusiasm and sense of belonging among the 
Mongolians, towards a Church that has long been 
seen as foreign, with a faith brought by missionar-
ies,” says Father Prosper Mbumba, CICM, a Con-
golese missionary in Mongolia. “[It] makes us more 
aware of the grace of God that works in our young 
church in Mongolia.”

Bishop Wens remains as committed today as on 
that first day, to reach out and offer practical and 
spiritual support to those in need — and to continue 
to build the Church.

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith has 
supported the development and outreach of the 

Catholic Church in Mongolia since Bishop Wens and the other mission-
aries were first invited in to the country more than 20 years ago. With 
your ongoing support through the Society for the Propagation of the 
Faith, offered on World Mission Sunday, the work of these missionaries 
may continue here and around the globe, and the poor receive practical 
help, while they experience God’s love and mercy, His hope and peace.

(Article from the Pontifical Mission Societies in the U.S.)

2014 World Mission Sunday poster  
featuring “the world’s youngest Church.”
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by Reuters based on conversations with local 
officials.

However, Haiti’s Civil Protection Agency 
reported that 336 people had died. The agen-
cy’s accounting of casualties is lower because 
of a policy that requires emergency workers 
visit each village to confirm the number of ca-
sualties.

Health care workers were becoming in-
creasingly concerned Oct. 9 that cholera would 
explode throughout the worst hit areas of 
Grand’Anse and South departments because of 
a lack of water and sanitation. The water-borne 
disease was introduced into Haiti in 2010 by 
U.N. peacekeeping troops. More than 800,000 
cases and nearly 10,000 deaths have been at-
tributed to the disease since then by Haiti’s 
Department of Public Health and Population.

Reports of damage and casualties in Cuba 
and other nations affected by the storm were 
sporadic. In Cuba, the entire eastern tip of the 
island, from Baracoa to Punta de Maisi, was cut 
off from neighboring Guantanamo, said Father 
Jose Espino, pastor of San Lazaro Church in 
Hialeah, Florida, and the archdiocese’s liaison 
to Caritas Cuba. 

In Haiti, emergency supplies that had been 
stored in warehouses before the storm were 
being distributed to people whose homes were 
turned into matchsticks by Matthew, said Chris 
Bessey, Haiti country director for Catholic Re-
lief Services.

CRS staff flew into Les Cayes, a city of 
71,000 on the southwest coast. Bessey said 
thousands of people remained in shelters in the 
city.

“I don’t know if that is decreasing. I imag-
ine that won’t decrease all that quickly because 
more than 80 percent of the houses were dam-
aged or destroyed,” he said.

Bessey expressed concern for outlying 
coastal communities on the far end of Haiti’s 
southern peninsula, which took the brunt of 
Matthew’s assault and have been cut off from 
communications.

“Time is of the essence and we want to keep 
going,” Bessey told Catholic News Service 
from Port-au-Prince, Haiti’s capital.

In a telegram to Haitian Cardinal Chibly 
Langlois of Les Cayes, president of the Haitian 
bishops’ conference, Cardinal Pietro Parolin, 
Vatican secretary of state, said Pope Francis 
wanted the people of Haiti to know how sad 
he was to hear of the death and destruction 
brought by Hurricane Matthew.

Pope Francis offered condolences to “all 
those who lost a loved one” and assured “the 
injured and all those who have lost their homes 
and belongings” that he was close to them 
through prayer. “Welcoming and encouraging 
solidarity in facing the country’s latest trial, 
the Holy Father entrusts all Haitians to the 
maternal protection of Our Lady of Perpetual 

Aid
Continued from 1

As Hurricane Matthew headed up the coast, 
it largely spared Miami and its environs. AP 
reported that there was “storm surge flooding” 
along the northeast Florida coast, including in 
Daytona Beach and St. Augustine, and by the 
afternoon of Oct. 7, it had “spread as far north 
as South Carolina.”

Calls made by Catholic News Service to the 
headquarters buildings of the Diocese of St. 
Augustine and the Diocese of Savannah, Geor-
gia, were met with busy signals – unusual in an 

Help
Continued from 1

era call-waiting and voicemail.
The St. Augustine diocesan website con-

tained a grid of Catholic school openings and 
closures. All schools were closed Oct. 7, the 
day Hurricane Matthew passed through the 
diocese, and most schools had already been 
declared closed Oct. 10.

In the Miami Archdiocese, Deacon Richard 
Turcotte, CEO of Catholic Charities, said the 
archdiocese established contact with Catholic 
Relief Services’ Caribbean representative, who 
is stationed in Honduras and has responsibility 
for Cuba, Jamaica and Haiti.

“CRS has prepositioned supplies in the Do-
minican Republic (tarps, hygiene and cooking 

kits) that can be moved to Cuba or Jamaica if 
needed,” Deacon Turcotte told the Florida 
Catholic, newspaper of the Miami Archdio-
cese.

Although the island avoided a direct hit, 
Jamaica experienced serious flooding caused 
by Matthew’s outer bands. Haiti, meanwhile, 
felt the full impact of the storm.

It left southwestern Haiti, the poorest na-
tion in the Western Hemisphere, in shambles 
after slamming into the country’s Caribbean 
coast Oct. 4. The cities of Les Cayes, on the 
southwest coast, and Jeremie, in the north-
west, were said to be particularly hit hard by 
the strongest storm to strike the Caribbean 

region in a decade.
In Miami, Father Reginald Jean-Mary, pas-

tor of Notre Dame d’Haiti Mission in Little 
Haiti, has been in touch with Haiti’s Cardinal 
Chibly Langlois, who heads the Diocese of Les 
Cayes.

After striking Haiti and Cuba, the slow-
moving storm continued on a northward path 
to batter the Bahamas. From there it was head-
ed to the Florida coast.

“We have spoken with Archbishop [Patrick] 
Pinder of Nassau and representatives from the 
Archdiocese of Kingston, indicating to each 
that we are on standby to assist with post-storm 
recovery,” Deacon Turcotte added.

He said Catholic Charities also had com-
municated with a food supply wholesaler who 
could have rice, beans and cooking oils put on 
pallets and be ready to deliver to a freight for-
warder by Oct. 7 or 8 to go to the islands.

Regarding Haiti, the immediate need is for 
cash donations to purchase water and non-
perishable food items, as well as to aid in the 
cleanup.

All Miami archdiocesan aid would be fun-
neled through church organizations such as 
Caritas Cuba; CRS, the U.S. bishops’ overseas 
relief and development agency; and Amor en 
Accion, a lay missionary group that works 
with Miami’s sister Diocese of Port-de-Paix in 
Haiti’s northwest region – the poorest in that 
nation.

Teresita Gonzalez, executive director of 
Amor en Accion, noted that because the Cath-
olic Church is already present in every one of 
the affected nations, its agencies offer the best 
and most effective way of providing relief.

That is especially true in northwestern Haiti, 
where “there are no NGOs [nongovernmental 
organizations], only the Church,” Gonzalez 
said.

CNS/COURTESY MALTESER INTERNATIONAL
Residents stand outside their homes Oct. 5 in Cite Soleil, a slum in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, after Hurricane Matthew swept through  
the island nation. Rescue workers in Haiti are struggling to reach parts  of the country cut off by Hurricane Matthew, the most  
powerful Caribbean storm in nearly a decade. 

CNS/ALEJANDRO ERNESTO, EPA
People search for belongings Oct. 7 in the devastation caused by Hurricane  
Matthew in Baracoa, Cuba. The powerful hurricane left serious damage at the 
eastern end of the island, with landslides, toppling electricity poles and cutting off 
roads by flooding. 

People walk along the 
historic State Road A1A 
in Daytona Beach, Fla., 

Oct. 8 after a portion of it 
was washed away when 

Hurricane Matthew hit  
the coast. 

CNS/WILLIE J. ALLEN, JR., EPA

Help,” said the telegram, released Oct. 7 by the 
Vatican.

The U.S. bishops’ overseas relief and devel-
opment agency planned to send additional staff 
and vehicles into the region. Among the areas 

CRS was attempting to reach was Jeremie, a 
town northwest of Les Cayes. Initial reports 
said that little was left standing after the storm 
passed.

Meanwhile, CRS on Oct. 7 committed $5 

million as an initial contribution to help Haiti 
and other Caribbean nations to recover from 
the storm, the strongest to hit the region in a 
decade.

“Haiti in particular has once again been 
struck by tragedy,” Sean Callahan, chief oper-
ating officer of CRS, said in a statement an-
nouncing the aid package. “This commitment 
shows that we will continue to stand with its 
people, offering our hand in friendship to help 
and support them in this time of dire need.”

Bessey said food, water and hygiene and 
kitchen kits stored in a warehouse in Les 
Cayes were undamaged when Matthew’s fierce 
winds tore part of a roof off the facility. Work-
ers planned to complete repairs Oct. 7 so that 
the facility could be fully operational again, he 
said.

Father Espino told the Florida Catholic, 
newspaper of the Archdiocese of Miami, Oct. 
7 that in Cuba, a bridge and two main roads 
leading into Baracoa collapsed or buckled be-
cause of flooding and mudslides. He said it 
took Bishop Wilfredo Pino Estevez of Guanta-
namo-Baracoa 16 hours to make the trek from 
Guantanamo to Baracoa, a trip that normally 
takes about two hours.

Even then, the damage in coastal areas, such 
as Maisi, could only be assessed by helicopter, 
Father Espino said. About 90 percent of the 
dwellings in Baracoa have been destroyed al-
though no deaths had been reported as of Oct. 
7.

CRS continues its efforts to offer relief; visit 
www.crs.org for information on ways you can 
help.
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days. “When he was unable to pray out 
loud, he would move his fingers through 
the beads,” Father Sullivan said. “The 
morning of his death, he was calling, 
‘Hail, Mary! Hail, Mary!’”

Vincent James Huber Joseph Topper 
was born in Hanover on July 28, 1912, 
to Vincent and Flora Topper. On the day 
he was born, he was baptized by a parish 
priest because doctors did not expect him 
to live due to tuberculosis.

His mother and three of his siblings 
died when he was very young, and his 
father nearly succumbed to the influenza 
epidemic of 1918.

He was raised in St. Joseph Parish in 
Hanover, where he served as an altar boy 
for the 5:30 a.m. Mass, and attended St. 
Joseph School in Hanover and St. Mary’s 
High School in McSherrystown.

Bishop Philip McDevitt accepted him 
into the diocese’s seminarian program, 
and he entered St. Vincent Seminary in 
Latrobe, Pa., where he spent two years in 
college in preparation for the seminary. 

Bishop George Leech ordained then-
Father Topper to the priesthood at St. 
Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg on June 
6, 1936. His first assignments were as 
assistant pastor of Immaculate Concep-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in 
York (1936-1943), where he served the 
pastoral needs of the people of St. Joseph 
Chapel in Saginaw, and at Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Parish in Mount Carmel 
(1943-1948).

From there, he served as pastor of Im-
maculate Conception of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary Parish in Fairfield and admin-
istrator of St. Rita Parish in Blue Ridge 
Summit (1948-1950), St. Joseph Parish 
in Milton (1950-1957), St. Columba Par-
ish in Bloomsburg (1957-1963), and St. 
Joseph Parish in York (1963-1977). He 
also served as administrator of Immacu-
late Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Parish in York in 1979.

He was named an Honorary Prelate to 
His Holiness Pope Paul VI and given the 

Msgr. Topper
Continued from 1

title of Monsignor on May 27, 1970.
In each parish where he served as pas-

tor, Msgr. Topper focused his efforts on 
expanding Catholic education.

As pastor of St. Mary’s in Fairfield and 
administrator of its mission at St. Rita’s 
in Blue Ridge Summit, he purchased a 
bus and would drive students to and from 
school. At St. Joseph’s in Milton, he 
oversaw the construction of a school, and 
at St. Joseph’s in York and St. Columba 
in Bloomsburg, he worked to expand 
classrooms. 

“Throughout his entire priesthood, he 
worked hard,” Father Sullivan remarked. 
“There was nothing that was beneath him 
to do – whether it be helping in a kitchen 
as pastor to sell meatballs and spaghet-
ti dinners, or driving a school bus. He 
was very honored and privileged to be 
a priest, and very much aware of his re-
sponsibility.”

Msgr. Hugh Overbaugh, cousin of 
Msgr. Topper, remembers the late priest 
as a hard-working and detail-oriented 
pastor for the sake of the people.

“When he served at St. Columba and 
his parish had a stand at the annual 
Bloomsburg Fair, he knew exactly what 
everything was going to cost, how much 
the parish was going to be able to make,” 
he recalled. “At St. Joseph Parish in York 
for the spaghetti dinners there, he knew 
how much the little pads of butter for the 
dinner rolls would cost. He was excel-
lent at finances and examining the de-
tails. And while there in York, he had the 
foresight to purchase the property east of 
town so that a school and parish could be 
built.”

After he retired from active ministry 
in 1977, Msgr. Topper visited a number 
of parishes in the diocese to review their 
financial records and offer advice on 
how to cut costs or increase funds, Msgr. 
Overbaugh said.

“He served the Lord so well, and was 
such a wonderful person,” Msgr. Over-
baugh said.

Early in his retirement, Msgr. Topper 
lived at the former Villa Vianney priests’ 
residence in Lebanon. When it was de-
termined that the diocese would sell the 

property, Msgr. Overbaugh, then pastor 
of St. Catherine Labouré Parish, offered 
Msgr. Topper a room.

“He came over to see it, and got down 
on his hands and knees and measured ev-
ery inch of the place, because in his own 
mind he wanted to know exactly where 
he would put things if he moved in,” 
Msgr. Overbaugh recalled.

“Ultimately, I think those years at St. 
Catherine’s were so good for him, espe-
cially with the school children,” he con-
tinued. “He’d always be out in the nar-
thex after Mass and all the children would 
come to say hello and hug him. That, too, 
gave him joy in his priesthood.”

In 2011, on the occasion of Msgr. Top-
per’s 75th anniversary of ordination to 
the priesthood, celebrated during a Mass 
at St. Catherine’s, Msgr. Overbaugh, as 
homilist, had marveled at the number of 
occasions on which Msgr. Topper cel-
ebrated the sacraments.

“Offering just one Mass each day for 
75 years translates into an astounding 
27,375 Masses,” Msgr. Overbaugh had 
remarked, continuing that “only God 
in his great love and mercy” knew the 
thousands of sins that had been remitted 
through his celebration of the Sacrament 
of Penance and Reconciliation. 

Add five more years’ worth of Masses 
and the celebration of sacraments since 
his 75th anniversary, and “It’s phenomenal 
when you think about how many times he 
celebrated the Eucharist and how much 
he accomplished in his priesthood these 
80 years,” Msgr. Overbaugh said. 

“We certainly will miss him, but he re-
ally wanted so much to go to the Lord. 
He was looking forward to it for several 
years now. He was patient in his suffer-
ings and faithful to the priesthood. He is 
home now,” he said.

The 80th anniversary of Msgr. Topper’s 
ordination to the priesthood was celebrat-
ed at St. Catherine’s on May 24 of this 
year, with clergy, religious, seminarians 
and laity gathering for Mass to celebrate 
the beloved priest.

“Msgr. would consistently say that he 
saw the priesthood as the priest bringing 
Jesus to the people, and bringing the peo-

ple to Jesus,” Father Sullivan reflected. “I 
would think that, in his death, he would 
want that to be the same, that it would be 
an opportunity for Jesus to be brought to 
the people, and the people to Jesus.”

“It was a privilege and honor,” he said 
of serving with and for Msgr. Topper. 
“He was loved, and he loved.” 

On the occasion of his 80th anniversary, 
Msgr. Topper offered the following re-
flection:

“Why does anyone become a priest? 
Surely, the major part is God’s calling. 
A vocation is the most personal experi-
ence of a lifetime. It is humbling! And 
then there is the goodness I found among 
the many parishioners in all the parishes 
I have served. The support and love of the 
People of God has sustained and contin-
ues to edify me. They have brought and 
still do bring innumerable blessings to 
my life.

Wonderful things happen when God is 
a part of our lives. I believe a deepening 
awareness of God’s presence is one of the 
gifts of old age. It is His way of getting 
our undivided attention! It moves you to 
deeper prayer and reflection. What will I 
say I have done with my life when I stand 
before God? My answer will be: I tried 
to be a good priest and to bring others 
to Christ. It might sound simple, but it’s 
what it all comes down to.

We are all united to each other as chil-
dren of God. Whether you are a relative 
or friend, religious sister, or my brother 
priest or deacon, I thank God that He put 
you in my life and made it happier be-
cause of you. I am so grateful for your 
prayers, love and goodness!”

In addition to his parents, Msgr. Topper 
was preceded in death by two-step moth-
ers, five siblings, a niece and a brother-in-
law. He is survived by two sisters, Judith 
McKim and Sister Loretta Topper, SC, 
of Connellsville, as well as nieces, neph-
ews, great-nieces and great-nephews.

(Condolences may be sent to Msgr. 
Topper’s sister, Mrs. Judy McKim, 67 
Maple Drive, Hanover, PA 17331.)
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Nine profess vows as Dominican  
Sisters of St. Cecilia Congregation

Nine young women professed the sim-
ple vows of poverty, chastity, and obedi-
ence as Dominican Sisters of Saint Cecilia 
Congregation in Nashville, Tennessee in 
July. Among those who made their First 
Profession was Sister Anna Kolbe Brown, 
O.P., a former parishioner of St. John the 
Evangelist Parish of Columbia, Md., and 
the daughter of Dave and Donna Brown, 
parishioners of St. Joseph Parish in Ber-
wick. She is a graduate of Mount de Sales 
Academy in Catonsville, Maryland, and 
Franciscan University of Steubenville, 
Ohio where she earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Early Childhood Education. 
Sister Anna Kolbe is currently teaching 
second grade at Saint Joseph School in 
Nashville.

The Congregation of Dominican Sisters 
of St. Cecilia was established in Nashville 
in 1860.  The Sisters of St. Cecilia are dedicated to the apostolate of Catholic 
education.  The community of nearly 300 sisters serves in 37 schools through-
out the United States, with mission houses also in Sydney, Australia; Vancou-
ver, British Columbia; Rome and Bracciano, Italy; Elgin, Scotland; Sittard, 
The Netherlands, and Limerick, Ireland. St. Cecilia Motherhouse is located in 
Nashville, Tennessee.  For more information on the Dominican Sisters of St. 
Cecilia Congregation, visit www.nashvilledominican.org. 

Sisters of Christian Charity Profess Vows
“Together we stand…offering all we are for the praise and glory of God.” 

This was the prevailing theme as the Sisters of Christian Charity celebrated 
renewals and new beginnings at Mallinckrodt Convent, Mendham, N.J.  

Renewing their vows August 14 in the Chapel of Mary Immaculate are, 
above, (front row) Sisters Bridget Harakel, Clara Kim, Holy Spirit Hospital 
Convent, Mathilde DeLucy, Mary Peter Tartaglia, Marie Jose de la Rosa, Di-
rector of Nursing at Holy Family Convent, Danville, and Mary Amata Reif-
snyder, (back row) Sisters Sophia Marie Peralta, Maria Angeline Weiss, and 
Mary Grace Harazim, an ICU nurse at Holy Spirit Hospital/A Geisinger Af-
filiate.  Rev. Daniel J. Issing, C.S.C. Ph.D, Associate Professor of Theology at 
King’s College, Wilkes-Barre, PA, was retreat director and main celebrant.  In 
his homily, Rev. Issing encouraged the Sisters to preserve the joy and enthu-
siasm he has witnessed among the Sisters of Christian Charity, for “joy and 
cheerfulness strikes the match to the world’s despair.”

On August 16, Rev. Msgr. James T. Mahoney, Ph.D, Vicar General of the 
Diocese of Paterson and pastor of Corpus Christi, Chatham, N.J., was the 
main celebrant for the Mass of First Profession, below, of Sisters Bakhita 
Nyomoo, Luiza Simon, Lucianna Le, and Regina Bathalon. Sister Mary Ed-
ward Spohrer, provincial superior, received the vows of the Sisters in the pres-
ence of the community, and the Sisters’ relatives and friends.

Retiro Matrimonial Diocesano: 
 “Edifica Tu Casa Sobre La Roca”

 
Predicador: Diácono Jorge L. Vera Sr.

Sábado, 29 de octubre del 2016   
8:00 AM – 5:00 PM

Centro Cardinal Keeler 
Díocesis de  Harrisburg

4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg, PA
 DONACIÓN POR PAREJA: $30

Desayuno y Almuerzo Gratis!!
Regístrate ahora—Ocupa tu espacio.

Asientos Limitados
Para más información contacte a Jaclyn Curran al (717) 657-4804 ext. 313 
o jcurran@hbgdiocese.org

Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in October dur-
ing the past 25 years:
Father Walter Halaburda, 2000
Father Edward J. Barrett, 2001
Father John Suknaic, 2004
Father Bernard Quinn, 2006
Deacon Edwin Fitzpatrick, 2008
Father Stephen Sheetz, 2009
Father Kevin Kayda, 2013
Father Andrew J. Fontanella, 2014.

The names of the following de-
ceased persons have been submitted 
by their parishes. Please remember 
in your prayers the happy repose of 
these recently departed souls and the 
consolation of their loved ones.

BERWICK – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Christine Baran, 
Margaret Hirleman, John Kachurka.

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: 
Kathleen P. Kobilis, Donna J. Queen.

CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus 
Christi: Catherine Frances (Reid)  
Davis, Katherine M. Yeager.

COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady 
of Hope: Jacob Phillips, Edward 
Radzinowicz.

CONEWAGO – Sacred Heart of 
Jesus: Donald R. Klunk, Richard “Jim” 
Pascoe, Vonnie M. Wilhide.

DANVILLE – St. Joseph: Sophia 
Bialecki, Mary Jeffers.

GREENCASTLE – St. Mark: 
Sophie Luchs, Emma Uccellini.

HANOVER – St. Vincent de Paul: 
Alan Hartlaub, Frank Kulczak.

HARRISBURG – St. Francis of 
Assisi: Gloria Chiarella; St. Margaret 
Mary: Joseph Reardon.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: Leslie 
Demeter, Raymond Manari, Evelyn 
McFarlane.

KULPMONT – Holy Angels: 
Lorraine Terefenko.

LANCASTER – Assumption 
BVM: Thomas Atkinson, Anna Marie 
Parveris, Olga Stratchko; St. John 
Neumann: Joseph Baehr, Patricia 
Thornton.

LEBANON – Assumption BVM: 
Victoria Condran, Dee Culbert,  
Richard K. Fraylick, Frederick H. 
Reedy, Sr., Paul Aaron Wolf.

MECHANICSBURG – St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton: Denise Piccola; 
St. Joseph: Mary Bulger, Marie Derr, 
Nicholas Marcucci.

MERCERSBURG – St. Luke: Jerry 
Hodge.

MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the 
Apostle: Blair Treasure.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine 
Redeemer: Genevieve M. Zarkoskie.

NEW FREEDOM – St. John the 
Baptist: Cindy Abremski, Edward F. 
Doonan, Edward “Jerry” Finn.

NEW OXFORD – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Nancy Grimm,  
William Martin, Edward Shrader, Sr.

SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini: 
James Christiana, Walter Kalokitus, 
Mildred Tricoski.

WAYNESBORO – St. Andrew: 
William Reed.

YORK – St. Rose of Lima: Max 
Lanzendorfer.

Sign Up to Receive The Witness Electronically
You can read The Catholic Witness online, wherever you go!   
Through a free e-mail service, you can receive the diocesan newspaper in a fast and 

user-friendly electronic format. Sign up, and you will receive an e-mail with a direct 
link to each edition as it is published. 

Sign up for the e-mail service by logging on to the diocesan Web site at www.
hbgdiocese.org. Follow the News/Events tab to The Catholic Witness page and click 
on “Catholic Witness E-mail Sign Up.” Once you complete the form, you will be 
added to our e-mail list.

Receiving The Catholic Witness electronically is a great way for college students 
and people who live outside of the diocese to stay in touch with the Church in Har-
risburg. It’s also an alternative for those who wish to read the paper online instead of 
receiving a copy in the mail.

Registration with the e-mail service will not automatically cancel your mailed 
subscription. If you prefer to receive the online version instead of a copy in the 
mail, contact our Circulation Coordinator, Susan Huntsberger, at shuntsberger@hbg-
diocese.org or 717-657-4804, ext. 201, with your Witness account number, and your 
name, address and phone number. 

And remember, previous editions of the newspaper – dating back to early 2011 – 
are also available online. You can find them at www.hbgdiocese.org. Just follow the 
News/Events tab to The Catholic Witness page.
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Spiritual Offerings

As part of the 40 Days for Life Fall campaign, a Jericho Walk 
will be held at Hillcrest located at 2709 North Front Street in Harris-
burg Saturday, October 29 from 11 a.m. to noon. Parking is available 
on side streets and on Second Street. No signage necessary; just 
bring your prayers. As we circle the facility, we will pray silently to end 
the tragedy of abortion at Hillcrest, in our state, and in our nation. 
Come and join us to pray for an end to abortion. For questions, call 
Mary, 717-443-1964. 

Bazaars and Craft Fairs
Our Lady Help of Christians Parish Council of Catholic Wom-

en is holding its annual Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, November 5, 
from 9 a.m.-6 p.m. at Our Lady’s Parish Hall in Lykens. Come join us 
for great food, chance stands, jewelry, crafts, games for the children, 
and a baked goods sale.

The Council of Catholic Women of Holy Name of Jesus 
Church will hold a Holiday Craft Show on Saturday, November 5 
from 8 a.m.- 2 p.m. New vendors are always welcome! The event will 
be held in the Parish Social Hall, 6150 Allentown Blvd., Harrisburg, 
PA 17112. Contact Mary Lou at 717-541-5273 or Mary Brokans at 
717-545-5233.

St. James Parish in Lititz is hosting its annual Christmas Bazaar 
on Friday November 18 from 4-8p.m. and Saturday, November 19 
from 8 a.m.-7 p.m. Come, shop, eat and enjoy holiday spirit and mer-
riment! Featured items include beautiful hand-made crafts, Christmas 
wreaths, floral arrangements, and knitted items. Our popular raffle 
includes 4 prizes including $1,000 cash! Bring the whole family 
and savor the food at St. James Cafe including homemade soups, 
sandwiches and pierogies. Cafe hours are Friday 4-8 p.m., Saturday 
morning 8-10:30 a.m. and lunch Saturday 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Our deli-
cious Ham and Turkey dinner is Saturday 5-7 p.m. with tickets sold at 
the door. Don’t miss out on this wonderful event. St. James is located 
at 505 Woodcrest Avenue in Lititz, Pa. For information, call the church 
office at 717-626-5580.

Annual Winter Bazaar at St. Benedict the Abbot Parish in 
Lebanon. Something for everyone, homemade candy, variety of 
foods, homemade soups, baked goods, crafts and theme baskets. 
Join us on November 12 from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at St. Benedict the Abbot 
Social Hall, 1300 Lehman Street. For more information, call Midge at 
717-269-0785.

The St. Joan of Arc Council of Catholic Women will hold their 
Annual Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, November 5, from 8 a.m.-2 
p.m. in the school cafeteria located at 359 W. Areba Avenue in Her-
shey. Grandma’s attic treasures, flea market items, baked goods, jew-
elry, crafts, religious items, Christmas decorations and toys. Chances 
will be sold to win baskets of unique gifts. Breakfast and lunch will 
also be available. Please join us to find some great bargains and 
enjoy some good food.

Corpus Christi Parish in Chambersburg - Holiday Craft Fair, 
sponsored by the Corpus Christi Council of Catholic Women, will 
be held on Saturday, November 5 from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Corpus 
Christi Parish Center, 279 North 2nd Street, Chambersburg. There 
are 24 vendors with a variety of unique hand sewn items, crafts, jew-
elry, home decor, baked goods, A&B Religious Shop and much more. 
Enjoy a delicious breakfast sandwich, warm lunch and a decadent 
dessert from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. For more information, contact Kathy at 
717-352-7354.

St. Francis Xavier Gift Fair and Holiday Bazaar, November 12 
from 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m. at Xavier Center, 465 Table Rock Road, Gettys-
burg. Local vendors and artisans, Fair Trade gifts, coffees, teas, and 
chocolates. Holiday gifts, baked goods, and religious articles. Café 
offering breakfast and lunch items. Door prizes, bucket raffles, 50/50 
drawing and multi-item raffle. Free admission. Call 717-334-0333 or 
visit  www.sfxpccw.org.

Fundraisers and Events
St. Joan of Arc School, Hershey, will host four American Girl 

Fashion Shows on October 21 at 6 p.m., October 22 at 9 a.m. and 1 
p.m., and October 23 at 2 p.m. This year marks the end of regional 
fashion shows across the United States, so this makes it an extra 
special event. Enjoy elegant refreshments, enter to win door prizes, 
and learn how clothing has changed over the years to reflect history, 
culture, and girls’ individual styles. A marketplace will be open and 
will include a professional photographer, a doll hairstyling station, 
American Girl Doll merchandise raffle, American Girl books for sale, 
and more! For ticket sales and more information, visit http://www.
americangirlshow.com/

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Lewisburg is holding a benefit 
concert Saturday, October 22 at 7:30 p.m., featuring Ms. Jade Arwen, 
soloist, and Mrs. Virginia Baker, musician. The evening will feature 
sacred music across the generations. There is no charge for the 
concert, however, a free-will offering will be accepted. All proceeds 
will aid our Sister Parish, Immaculate Conception in Haiti, following 
the devastating hurricane.

York Catholic’s Fall Open House will be held Sunday, October 
16, from 12-2 p.m. Prospective students and their families are 
welcome to tour the school; talk with faculty, staff, and students; 
and enjoy learning more about York Catholic’s exemplary academic 
programs for students in grades 7-12. To learn more, contact Ms. 
Heather Hoffman, Director of Admissions and Enrollment, at 717-846-
8871 ext. 20.

Bishop McDevitt High School will host a Prospective Student 
and Family Fall Preview on Sunday, November 13 at 2 p.m. This 
open house allows interested students and parents to meet and talk 
with our esteemed McDevitt faculty regarding academics, friendly stu-
dents representing our clubs, dedicated coaches and student-athletes 
at hand for sports, and tours of our state of the art school. Admission 
Applications will be available along with other pertinent informational 
hand outs. We will also have our Director of Finance on hand to help 
with any questions or concerns regarding financial assistance and 
tuition payments. Whether pre-registering or registering at the open 
house, you may indicate at sign in if you are interested in receiv-
ing financial aid information by email when financial assistance 
applications become available in February. Online pre-registration is 

available and highly encouraged; go to www.bishopmcdevitt.org. 
Pre-registration is not required to attend the Prospective Student 
and Family Fall Preview, but will expedite check in. For more 
information, contact Jill (Bekelja ’83) Hanes, Director of Admissions, 
admissions@bishopmcdevitt.org, or 717-236-7973, ext. 2132.

The Silence of Mary Home is a Christian family home for 
God’s abandoned or neglected people of all ages in the Allison 
Hill section of Harrisburg. On Saturday, November 19, the Silence 
of Mary Home is hosting our 10th Annual Gala, “Water to Wine,” 
at the Sheraton Harrisburg Hershey Hotel beginning at 5:30 p.m. 
Individual tickets are $95pp. If you have questions or would like to 
attend the event, contact 717-737-4107 or silenceofmaryvolunteer@
verizon.net. To learn more, visit www.thesilenceofmary.org.

Holy Spirit–A Geisinger Affiliate will host its Girls’ Night Out 
event in Harrisburg on Thursday, October 20, from 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
This free event will be held at the Best Western Hotel located just off 
Union Deposit Road in Harrisburg. Girls’ Night Out is a community 
event presented by Holy Spirit’s Spirit of Women Program. It is in-
tended for women age 18 and older, however girls age 12 and older 
may attend with adult supervision. The featured speaker is Angela 
Soto Hamlin, M.D., Holy Spirit Breast Care Center–Mechanicsburg, 
who will present valuable information regarding mammograms and 
how breast density can affect results. Adult attendees can also take 
advantage of free health screenings provided by Holy Spirit’s clini-
cal staff. The free health screenings include blood pressure, bone 
density, non-fasting glucose and cholesterol and sleep assessment. 
Girls’ Night Out features a vendor area focused on health and well-
ness products and services, as well as other retail vendors. Well-
ness vendors include Holy Spirit service providers, such as diabetes 
services, nutrition and breast care. In addition, there are vendors 
from fitness centers, dance studios, chiropractic care, skincare 
and massage. To register, visit www.hsh.org/spirit-of-women. If you 
have questions, call the Spirit of Women office at 717-972-4149. 
Holy Spirit is affiliated with The Spirit of Women Hospital Network, a 
national coalition of hospitals and healthcare facilities in more than 
80 U.S. cities joined together to advance the cause and business of 
women’s health.

Adult Education: St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg 
will explore the Psalms with Dr. William Bales, professor of Sacred 
Scripture at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md. This 
five-week teaching series will help us to appreciate more deeply the 
treasure that is the Psalter, and how we can more effectively and 
joyfully pray the Psalms in our own lives. We will gain an under-
standing of the different types of Psalms, how the Psalms fit into the 
story of Scripture, along with a detailed exposition of a number of 
well-known Psalms. Classes will be held Wednesday evenings, Oct 
19-Nov 16, from 7-8:30 p.m. at the Xavier Center, Table Rock Road, 
Gettysburg. For more information, contact John Knowles, 717-677-
4420.

The Ecumenical & Interfaith Committee will hold its next 
meeting on Nov. 22 at 1:30p.m. in the Cardinal Keeler Center, 
Harrisburg. All are welcome. We will discuss the upcoming 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation based on the document From Con-
flict to Communion: Lutheran-Catholic Common Commemoration 
of the Reformation in 2017, available at the Vatican website (www.
vatican.va). We also seek a new chair for the committee. Anyone 
interested should attend the meeting and make their interest known 
to Father James Lease, Director for the Office of Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Affairs

From the acclaimed director of The Triumph comes a power-
ful new film that chronicles the incredible journey of 7 strangers 
who embark across the globe to investigate one of the greatest 
mysteries of the modern era. Apparition Hill is an emotionally 
charged “cinematic pilgrimage” to the little-known village of Medju-
gorje nestled along the Croatian-Bosnia-Herzegovina borders. This 
feature-length documentary will be shown on Sunday, November 
6, at 1 p.m., at Gettysburg Gateway Theater. For tickets, contact: 
Jan Ferguson, at (717) 398-1679 or email apparitionhillgettysburg@
gmail.com. Tickets $15. You can also send a request for tickets 
and check (made out to Jan Ferguson) along with a self addressed 
stamped envelope to 24 Ski Run Trail, Fairfield, PA, 17320. Pro-
ceeds will benefit the new Carmelite monastery in Fairfield.

Chicken barbecue at St. Benedict’s in Lebanon on October 22 
from 11 a.m.- 2 p.m. Tickets are $8 each and include half chicken, 
roll, choice of applesauce or cole slaw and drink. Sponsored by the 
Knights of Columbus Council #15929. Tickets available from K of C 
members. Call 717-319-7164 for info. No ticket, no problem, there 
will be extra.

“The Original Image of Divine Mercy:” A Documentary will be 
hosted on November 6 at 1:30 p.m. at The Allen Theatre in Annville. 
The film follows the creation and lifeline of the priceless image asso-
ciated with the devotion of Divine Mercy, which is the only painting 
of the Merciful Jesus that Saint Faustina ever saw during her short 
life. Hosted by St. Benedict the Abbot Parish in Lebanon. For more 
info, call 717-450-4506 or 717-228-9992.

All are welcome to attend a Fall Spaghetti Dinner, hosted 
by the Council of Catholic Women of Holy Name of Jesus Parish, 
Saturday, October 22 at the Parish Social Hall, 6150 Allentown 
Blvd., Harrisburg, from 4 7 p.m. Dinners are all-you-can-eat and 
include salad, beverages and dessert. Cost is $8 per adult, $4 per 
child (6-12 years). Children under 6 eat free. Advance tickets are 
not needed and takeout is available. For more information, contact 
Ann Purcell at 717-545-5372. Baskets raffle will also be held.

St. Luke Productions will present a live multimedia drama 
performance of St. Faustina, Messenger of Divine Mercy, at St. 
John the Baptist Church, New Freedom, Friday, November 18 at 7 
p.m. in the Main Church. Admission is a free-will offering. Suitable 
for ages 13 and up. For information, contact the parish office at 717-
235-2156 or www.sjbnf.org. 

“Back from the Dead Cemetery Walks” at The National Shrine 
of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Emmitsburg, Md. “During Back from 
the Dead Cemetery Walks,” saints and martyrs come to life in St. 
Joseph’s Cemetery at the Seton Shrine, sharing their stories of the 
three virtues---faith, hope and charity. The Shrine is holding the 
walks in partnership with Mount St. Mary’s Campus Ministry Office. 
The cemetery walks take place on October 15, 22, 28 and 29 at 
the Shrine, located at 339 South Seton Avenue in Emmitsburg. It is 

recommended for ages 14 and up. Groups are welcome, however 
advance reservations are strongly encouraged. Registration for 
individuals and small groups occurs at the event itself. A contribu-
tion of $5 per person is collected before the walk begins. The walks 
are held rain or shine, and participants should dress for an evening 
outdoors. The first walk through the cemetery begins at 6:30 p.m. 
Subsequent walks follow every 15 minutes, with the last walk 
occurring at 8:45 p.m. For more information, visit www.setonshrine.
org and www.backfromthedead.org, or contact Bridgett Bassler at 
301-447-7050 or Bridgett.Bassler@setonshrine.org.

Historic St. Mary’s of Lancaster will celebrate the completion 
of Phase One of its Legacy Project, the handicap accessibility of 
the church and kick off fund-raising for Phase Two of this project, 
which includes a new hospitality area and improved classrooms, 
with a Legacy Gala on November 5 at the Ware Center, 42 N. Prince 
Street. Doors open at 5 p.m. Heavy hors d’oeuvres, beer and wine, 
live entertainment and silent and live auctions. Free parking avail-
able in the Central Parking Garage and the Prince St. Garage. For 
tickets, call the parish office at 717-392-2578.This event will follow 
a Mass at 4 p.m. at St. Mary’s Church with Father Leo Goodman as 
the celebrant.

Mary Gate of Heaven Parish in Myerstown will host a Spa-
ghetti Supper and Bake Sale on October 22. Dinner will be served 
in Madonna Hall from 4-7p.m. Donation $7, takeouts available from 
11 a.m.-4p.m. Bring your own containers for takeout.

Holy Spirit–A Geisinger Affiliate will offer flu shot clinics 
at four locations in October and November: Holy Spirit Family 
Medicine−Colonial Park, 4230 Crums Mill Rd., Harrisburg; Holy 
Spirit Family Medicine−Duncannon, 51 Business Campus Way, 
Duncannon;  Spirit Urgent Care−Camp Hill, 431 N. 21st St., Camp 
Hill; Spirit Urgent Care−Carlisle, 1211 Forge Rd., Carlisle. Clinics 
will be held from 9 a.m.-noon on October 15 and 29, and November 
19. Vaccines will be given to patients 3 years and older on a walk-in 
basis. Insurance will be billed for the shot. Please note that Medical 
Assistance patients can get their flu shots only at the two family 
medicine practices. For questions, call 717-972-4545.

Multi Vendor Bingo Event at Trinity High School in Camp 
Hill Sunday October 16. Doors open at 11 a.m., games start at 1 
p.m. 18 games and 3 specials. Prizes valued at $65 and up. Home-
made lunch items for sale. $25 per person at the door, $20 per 
person in advance. Email Heather_od2002@yahoo.com or call 
717-649-1011.

The Beginning Experience Team for the Harrisburg Diocese 
has booked Camp Hebron, Halifax, PA, for a Beginning Experience 
Weekend, November 4-6. The ecumenical Beginning Experience 
weekends are an approved program designed for those suffering the 
loss of a spouse through death, divorce or separation. Hundreds of 
persons have been helped to move towards successful, productive, 
happy lives by attending one of these weekends. The weekend is led 
by persons who have lost a spouse through death or divorce and are 
trained in facilitating a weekend. Each Beginning Experience Team 
is certified by the International Beginning Experience Organization. 
Check the Harrisburg diocesan Web site, www.hbgdiocese.org and 
go to marriage and family or check www.beginningexperience.org. 
Information can also be obtained by contacting the Harrisburg Begin-
ning Experience Team at 717-379-0800.

A Special Jubilee “Year of Mercy” Pilgrimage, to two holy, 
beautiful, and official Diocese of Harrisburg “Doors of Mercy” Sites 
will take place Saturday, October 22. This one day coach trip that 
leaves St. Peter Church parking lot in Columbia at 8 a.m. and re-
turns approximately at 3:30 p.m., will include passage through York 
and Adams County, with stops near Hanover and nearby Gettys-
burg Battlefield. We will visit the Immaculate Conception Church in 
Fairfield and the Historic Conewago Chapel, Sacred Heart Basilica, 
in Hanover. Families are encouraged to take advantage of this trip 
as there will be time for prayer and grace-filled activities, relaxation, 
and merciful reflection on healing and peace. Lunch is at Ryan’s 
near Hanover, and is not included in the $35 ticket price. Carpooling 
is also encouraged. Contact donsteinfelt@comcast.net or call Don at 
717-668-5124 for more information and an itinerary. 

On October 30 following the 6 p.m. Mass at Seven Sorrows 
BVM Church in Middletown, Delores Euker of St. Joan of Arc 
Parish’s Respect Life Committee in Hershey will give a talk regard-
ing what each person can do in their own parish and community 
to promote life and help end abortion in our country. She brings a 
wealth of experience and enthusiasm in fighting this scourge on our 
nation. She worked for the PA Pro-Life Federation from 1996-2008 
and received their Lifetime Achievement Award in 2014. Working 
as a sidewalk counselor outside the Hillcrest abortion facility in Har-
risburg, she helped to save women and their unborn children from 
the horrible choice of abortion. All ages from 13 and up are invited to 
attend this important talk.

An Italian Fest and Grandma’s House Attic Sale are being 
held on October 22 from 4 p.m.-7:30 p.m. at Sacred Heart School, 
Lancaster. Spaghetti and meatball dinners which include salad and 
freshly baked roll can be purchased for $8 (with an advanced ticket) 
or $10 at the door. Children’s portions are $4 with an advanced ticket 
or $6 at the door. Homemade Italian pastries will also be available 
for purchase. Homemade takeout items include lasagna ($25/ pan, 
$18/pan) and stuffed shells ($8). Shop at Grandma’s House for used 
household goods from 7:30-10:30 a .m. and 4-7:30 p.m. For more 
information, call Sacred Heart School at 717-393-8433.

Job Opportunities
St. Anne Parish in Lancaster is currently seeking to fill a 

part-time Communication Coordinator/Administrative Assistant 
position in the Parish Office. Please contact the St. Anne Parish 
Office at 717-392-2225 for a job description and job responsibilities 
or visit the parish website at www.stannechurch.org. All interested 
applicants can send their resume to Father Tri M. Luong, Pastor, St. 
Anne Church, 929 North Duke St., Lancaster, PA 17602 or email to 
StAnneParishLancaster@hbgdiocese.org.    

St. John Neumann Parish in Lancaster is seeking a full time 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry.  Candidates should possess an 
undergraduate degree in one of the following: education, psychol-
ogy, social work; general youth work, theology, catechetics, or 
have comparable experience in Youth Ministry. Be a practicing and 
evidential Catholic with knowledge of faith formation for Catholic 
youth. Each candidate will need to undergo Diocesan and State 
clearances. Be certified or willing to work towards certification in 
Youth Ministry. Resume and cover letter can be mailed to Church 
address or emailed to the attention of Tom Conner, Parish Manager 
at tconner@sjnlancaster.org.
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By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness 

The Crusaders of Lancaster Catholic successfully defended their Class AA District 3 golf title 
in convincing fashion in a steady breeze on Sept. 28 at Briarwood Golf Club in York.

Whenever you have all five of your players scoring in the 70s in high school golf, good things 
are going to happen. In team golf, the competition is co-ed, and led by Lauren Bird’s solid 74, 
the Crusaders bested York Catholic by 24 strokes, posting an impressive aggregate of 302. With 
a wind out of the atypical northeast given the lurking Hurricane Matthew, the golf course played 
peculiarly difficult. The short par-fours were down wind and the lengthy fours were in, and 
that’s what makes the Crusaders’ victory and margin over the field all the more stellar.

Later in the week still at Briarwood, the District 3 individual 36-hole tournament took place. 
In individual play, the girls and boys have separate championships. On the boys’ draw, the 
Crusaders placed three golfers in the top-eight with R. J. Van Tash capturing the silver medal 
with a total of 152. If not for a quadruple bogey nine on the birdie-hole par-five 17th in the sec-
ond round, Van Tash would have challenged for the top honor. He won the Lebanon-Lancaster 
League title the week before at Fairview Golf Course in Quentin. 

The PIAA state tournament will be played later this month at Heritage Hills, York.

Lancaster Catholic Cruises to Another 
District 3 Golf Championship

Lancaster Catholic’s 
R.J. Van Tash rips a 

drive on the fifth hole.
CHRIS HEISEY,  

THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Trinity’s Anthony 
DeFrank tees off in 
the District 3 team 

championship.

The Crusaders’  
Lauren Bird smacks 

a drive on the  
second hole,  

leading her team to 
their second straight 

District title.

York Catholic’s  
Jon Giambalvo 

chips on the long 
par eighth hole.
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Former champion Arnold Palmer of 
the U.S hits from a sand trap during  
the 2008 annual Masters Par 3 golf 

tournament at the Augusta  
National Golf Club in Georgia. 

Palmer, known as “the King” for his 
transformative legacy in golf, died 

Sept. 25 at a Pittsburgh  
hospital at age 87. 

CNS/HANS DERYK, REUTERS

By Mark Pattison 
Catholic News Service

Benedictine Archabbot Douglas 
R. Nowicki of St. Vincent’s Archab-
bey in Latrobe, Pennsylvania, was 
with Arnold Palmer when the golf-
ing great died Sept. 25 in Pittsburgh.

It wasn’t the first time Archab-
bot Nowicki had visited Palmer that 
day. Palmer, 87, was in a hospital 
awaiting a heart operation sched-
uled for Sept. 26. “I went to say 
a prayer and give him a blessing. 
About an hour after I’d departed, I 
got a call” that Palmer’s health was 
failing rapidly, the archabbot told 
Catholic News Service in a Sept. 26 
telephone interview.

Even though Palmer was a life-
long Presbyterian, he’d had a rela-
tionship with St. Vincent’s spanning 
more than 50 years, when Archab-
bot Nowicki himself was in the high 
school at the archabbey.

Palmer did not let denominational 
differences deter him. “Arnie sort of 
appealed to everyone. There were no 
barriers, race, color, creed – those were 
things that never entered into” his mind, 
Archabbot Nowicki said. “He was wel-
coming to everybody and treated ev-
eryone with tremendous warmth and 
respect.” Palmer came with his wife on 

Witness History:
A Look Back at 50 

Years of Photos
The first day of school at Sacred 

Heart of Jesus School in Conewago in 
1999 is documented in this photo by 
Chris Heisey, taken 17 years ago this 
fall.
The photo shows St. Joseph Sister 

Eileen Kean greeting first-graders 
Shannon Kreiner and Kathleen Foley as 
they lined up to enter Sacred Heart, 
which celebrated that year the theme 
“Cup of Blessing,” encouraging stu-
dents and faculty to recognize all 
the blessings in their lives.
Sister Eileen, a longtime Catholic 

school educator and administrator, 
remarked that day that “a good teach-
er is an inspiration, a sustainer, a 
prodder and puller, a guide and above 
all a loving mentor.”

Benedictine Archabbot was at Golf Legend’s Bedside when He Died

occasion to the archabbey’s 7:30 a.m. 
Sunday Mass.

“I remember him coming here on one 
occasion after winning several of the 
golf tournaments early in his career. He 
was hitting golf balls for the students. 
By then he had a fairly good reputa-
tion,” Archabbot Nowicki recalled. 
“He would give a little demonstration. 

I remember when he was doing it they 
put a little trash pail out in the middle, 
about 150 yards out, and he was hitting 
balls out and he got about five in the 
tanker,” he chuckled. 

“The first time he invited me over, 
I told him I didn’t know how to play, 
so I sent my prior, Father Albert. But 
this was after he retired professionally. 

But he still played golf, every day at 
Latrobe Country Club.” When the 
archabbot saw Palmer again, he said 
Palmer told him, “The next time 
you send someone, send someone 
who is as good as your prior. This 
guy cost me 20 bucks.”

“Arnie, as you know, was com-
petitive and enjoyed playing with 
good golfers,” Archabbot Nowicki 
said.

“Fred Rogers (of ‘Mister Rog-
ers’ Neighborhood’ fame) and Ar-
nie Palmer went to the same school 
together. I think they were one year 
apart. They were very good friends 
during his lifetime,” the archabbot 
told CNS. “Arnie’s father taught 
Mr. Rogers how to play golf. ... 
[Rogers] “said that his father taught 
Arnie better than he taught him.”

In retirement, Palmer lived five 
months of the year in his native 
Latrobe. Not only did he and his 
first wife, Winnie, who died in 

1999, lend their name and their pres-
ence to various archabbey events, Win-
nie Palmer was “very helpful at keeping 
Wal-Mart out of our backyard,” Arch-
abbot Nowicki said. Arnold Palmer 
also served on the St. Vincent’s College 
board of directors. In 1996 the college 
gave Palmer an honorary degree.

Send Us Your  
Recipes and Stories!
As Thanksgiving and Christmas 

approach, we would love to hear 
your family kitchen traditions. 
Please share a recipe and short 
story or a fond memory of cook-
ing as a family for the holidays!

With our “Feeding the Faith” 
series, The Catholic Witness is 
looking to support family meal 
time by sharing family reci-
pes in upcoming editions, as 
well as scripture and “food for 
thought.” Do you have a signifi-
cant dish and memory to share 
with us? You may mail a copy of 
the recipe and your thoughts to 
4800 Union Deposit Road, Har-
risburg, PA 17111 or email it to  
witness@hbgdiocese.org.

My father came to America 
in 1929 from a small town 
near Naples, Italy. Among 
other things he was a fine cook 
and often prepared our family 
meals. Around Easter it was 
a tradition to have him make 
a sweet pie made of ricotta 
cheese, candied fruit and some 
type of grain (wheat, barley, or 
rice). After he passed away my 
mother continued the tradi-
tion. Each Holy Saturday, one 
of us would be tasked to take 
a pie to our local parish for the 
priests to enjoy. For my sister 
and me, Easter was not complete 
without one of these pies on the 
table. We both continue to make 
them around Easter and I find it 
is great for a morning breakfast 
treat or an evening snack. I hope 
you enjoy it. Be advised it is a 
heavy, sweet pie.
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St. Joan of Arc School in Hershey celebrated its recognition as a 
2016 National Blue Ribbon School on Sept. 28, as U.S. Secre-

tary of Education, John B. King, Jr., made the announcement 
via live video stream that was broadcasted to students and 

faculty.
The award is based on a school’s overall academic 

excellence or marked progress in clos-
ing achievement gaps among student 
subgroups. National Blue Ribbon 
Schools demonstrate that all students 
can achieve to high levels.

St. Joan of Arc is one of 279 public 
and 50 private schools to receive the 
honor this year, and one of four in the 
diocese to have earned it; the others 
are St. Patrick School in Carlisle, St. 
Joseph School in Mechanicsburg, and 
Trinity High School in Camp Hill.

The Catholic Witness will feature St. 
Joan of Arc’s accomplishment follow-
ing the two-day awards ceremony in 
Washington, D.C., later this fall.  

By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness

Increasing its outreach to young adults, 
the Diocesan Office for Youth and Young 
Adult Ministry held a “Get Connected” 
event Oct. 8, with Mass at St. Leo the Great 
Church in Rohrerstown followed by a so-
cial.

The Mass was celebrated by Bishop Ron-
ald Gainer and concelebrated by Father 
Peter Hahn, pastor of St. Leo’s, and Father 
Bernardo Pistone, priest-in-residence at St. 
Leo’s.

The young adults were invited to “Get 
Connected” after Mass through a social 
aimed at creating a connection between 
young adults from around the diocese. 

Attending the social were previous pre-
senters of the Theology on Tap sessions, 
including priests and lay ministry profes-
sionals, who took time to socialize with the 
young adults, conversing about many top-
ics including the importance of the presence of young 
adults in leadership at their parish. 

Sean Crosby, a young adult from Norristown Pa., was 
invited to the “Get Connected” event by a friend who 
lives in the Harrisburg Diocese. It was Sean’s day off 
from work, and he thought the gathering be a good way 
to see his friend and be involved in the Church. 

“Giving young adults an environment where they are 
able to talk about things like, ‘Hey did you see that post 
on Facebook, or that video on YouTube, or did you see 
the post on Reddit?’ These are things we take notice to 
because they are so readily available. So it’s nice having 
a community that we are able to come together and say 

‘Get Connected’ Serves as Social  
and Spiritual Outing for Young Adults

A Blue Ribbon for St. Joan of Arc St. Joan of Arc School 
students wave  

pom-poms in their 
school’s colors to  

celebrate the  
announcement Sept. 28 

of St. Joan’s as a Blue 
Ribbon School.

EMILY M. ALBERT,  
THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Bishop Ronald Gainer enjoys discussion with young adults 
at the diocese’s “Get Connected” event.

A man raises his hands in prayer during Mass at St. Leo the Great Church in 
Rohrerstown Oct. 8.

Father Peter Hahn, pastor of St. Leo the Great Parish, interacts with young adults at a “Get Connected” 
event.

we understand, we understand the difficulties, but we 
also understand the solutions we can offer.”

“We are young adults coming into our career paths, 
or finishing up school, or some of us are even still in 
school, so we have the tools, we have the advantages 
to tackle these issues before they are even an issue,” 
Sean said. “Even the youth of the Church are looking 
up to us as the future and we are looking to them as the 
future after us. So we are working together to create an 
environment where a Catholic isn’t afraid to say ‘I’m 
Catholic, I’m a member of the Church,’ without hav-
ing to face persecution either online, in person or even 
within our own communities.”

He continued to explain how having friends at all 

different levels of their Catholic faith gives 
perspective. “Events like this give us a 
voice and a way to say ‘I’m a member of 
the Church and I want to keep being a mem-
ber of the Church with my friends and my 
family.’”

“St. Paul tells us in his letter to the Ro-
mans, there is no Jew or Gentile; no poor or 
rich; we are all children in the eyes of God. 
And this [“Get Connected”] helps bring that 
to life,” Sean said. “We’re able to be chil-
dren of God in our own unique way.”

As the evening continued, approximately 
80 young adults mingled and enjoyed food 
and spirits. Board games were available for 
fun, and conversations echoed through the 
gymnasium of St. Leo’s. Bishop Gainer 
made his way through the crowd, speak-
ing with the young adults, including one 
young man who held a conversation with 
him about the Gospel from the Mass. Father 
Hahn, Father Pistone, Father Brian Wayne, 

Associate Director of the Diocesan Office of Voca-
tions and Campus Minister at Millersville University, 
and Father Leo Goodman, pastor of Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Lancaster, also mingled 
with the young adults. 

The Diocesan Office for Youth and Young Adult Min-
istry looks forward to more outreach like the “Get Con-
nected” social, and continues to encourage those ages 
21-39 to join Theology on Tap. Participants need not be 
a member of the hosting deanery to attend. All are wel-
come, and are encouraged to bring friends of all faiths.

For more information about Young Adult Ministry, vis-
it http://www.hbgdiocese.org/youth-and-young-adults/
young-adult-ministry/.
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