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A Season  
of Preparation

Derived from the Latin “ad-venio,” mean-
ing “to come to,” Advent offers a season of 
preparation for the celebration of Christmas; 
a two-fold commemoration that directs our 
hearts and minds to Christ’s birth, and to his 
coming at the end of time. 

The liturgical color for Advent is purple, just 
as it is during Lent, since both seasons prepare 
us for great feast days and include elements of 
penance as part of our preparation. The third 
Sunday of Advent is “Gaudete” Sunday – de-
rived from the first word of the Latin Entrance 
Antiphon for this day, meaning “Rejoice” 
– and the liturgical color on this day may be 
rose instead of purple. It is also reflected in 
the pink candle of an Advent wreath. This is 
the Church’s way of further heightening our 
expectation as we draw ever nearer to the 
Solemnity of Christmas.

Advent is a season of conversion of the 
heart, as we quiet ourselves for the joy of 
Christmas. We are called to spend time in 
prayer and preparation for the coming of 
Christ.

You can find a variety of Advent resources 
– including blessings for an Advent wreath, 
Nativity scene and Christmas tree, information 
on feast days and penance, as well as recom-
mended Christmas movies – online at http://
www.hbgdiocese.org/advent/.

The Christmas artwork pictured here was created by two of the four winners of  
Bishop Ronald Gainer’s 2016 Christmas Card Contest. The contest allowed students to 
portray an interpretation of the birth of Jesus Christ as seen through their eyes. Four 
winners were selected from contest entries among four age categories. The illustration 
at the bottom is by Isabella Jones, a second grade student at Holy Name of Jesus School 
in Harrisburg, and the illustration at the top is by Leah Brighter, a fourth grader at St. 
Leo the Great School in Rohrerstown. The remaining two images will be featured on 
the cover of the December 23 edition of The Catholic Witness. The four winning pieces 
will be used as illustrations on Bishop Gainer’s Christmas cards this year. 
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness 

    The Diocese of Harrisburg has 
begun a new initiative that will directly 
sponsor its men who are in priestly 
formation.
    The Patrons of Our Seminarians 
program invites individuals and families 
to invest in a commitment to the 
education of those studying for the 
priesthood, so that, God willing, they 
become holy men for the diocese. 
    The selection of the word “Patrons” 
as part of this ongoing program is two-
fold, explains Father Brian Wayne, 
Director of Vocations for the Diocese of 
Harrisburg.
    “First, as Catholics, we all have 
patron saints, friends in Heaven we 
ask to look out for us and pray for us. 
We all need the support of others to 
persevere in our God-given vocation,” 
he said. “Second, ‘patron’ is from the 
Latin word for ‘father’ and ‘parent.’ 
I want the faithful to think of our 
seminarians as their sons, and that 
we are a family in Christ who wants to 
support one another.”

Good Priests Do Not Just Happen
    The diocese is blessed by the 
number of men who have responded 
to God’s call to a religious vocation. 
Currently, 33 seminarians are 
discerning the priesthood for the 
diocese, a number that has tripled in 
the past decade.
    But, good priests do not just happen. 
Before a man can be ordained to the 
priesthood, he must complete eight 
to ten years of higher education: first 
building a foundation in philosophical 

studies before engaging in master’s 
level work in theological studies.
    Today, in the diocese, there are 
12 seminarians who are in collegiate 
studies, and 21 who are in theological 
studies. God willing, three transitional 
deacons will be ordained priests in the 
spring of 2017.
    Outside of the seminary classroom, 
a seminarian will also spend three 
to five years of summer pastoral 
work in parishes; attend a spirituality 
summer program; engage in a Spanish 
immersion experience; participate in 
seminars on preaching, administration 
and leadership; and lead his own 
discernment retreat.

The Cost
    The men who study for the 
priesthood, along with their families and 
the seminaries, take on a substantial 
portion of the cost of their education; 
generally, seminarians cover half of 
the cost of their tuition. The diocese is 
responsible for the remaining amount.
    This year, one year of tuition, 
room and board for one seminarian 
is $37,000. Add the cost of special 
immersion programs and retreats, and 
the figure totals $42,000. This year, 
for the 21 seminarians currently in 
theology, the diocese is responsible 
for $882,000 for their education and 
formation.
    “We owe it to the men, those who 
are willing to discern whether they are 
called to sacrifice their lives for us, to 
sacrifice some of our own treasure for 
them,” Father Wayne said.

The Patrons
    The blessing of 33 seminarians for 
our diocese comes with a challenge, 
and a responsibility.
    “Becoming a Patron is truly investing 
in our future priests and the mission 
of the Church in Harrisburg for years 
to come,” said Father Wayne. “As a 
young priest, I cherish the times I visit 
the faithful in hospitals, nursing homes, 
or bound to their home. I am in a long 
line of priests who have nourished 
their souls. We need to continue that 
line of priests that, generation after 
generation, will have the same access 
to the sacraments for their own spiritual 
well-being.”
    In becoming a member of the 
Patrons of Our Seminarians program, 
you will directly sponsor the men in 
priestly formation for our diocese, 
making an investment in your future 
priests.
    To enroll in this program and 
offer your ongoing investment to 
our seminarians, contact the Office 
of Vocations via e-mail at www.
vocations@hbgdiocese.org or by 
phone at 717-657-4804, ext. 282. 
Information is also available at www.
hbgdiocese.org/patrons.
    “By investing in our seminarians’ 
education and formation, you are truly 
investing in the mission of Jesus Christ 
and His Church here in the Diocese 
of Harrisburg,” said Bishop Ronald 
Gainer. “Know that your sacrifice 
goes towards educating them in the 
Truth, helping them follow the Way to 
holiness, that they might one day lead 
all of us in the life of grace.”

‘Patrons of Our Seminarians’ Program  
Will Benefit Men Studying for Priesthood
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Bishop Gainer to Talk about Christmas and More on Radio ProgramBishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

December 11 – Mass and Pastoral 
Visit, St. Patrick Parish, Trevorton,  
9 a.m.

December 12 – Luncheon with 
Christmas Card Contest Winners,  
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 
noon; dinner with the Trinity Girls’ 
State Championship Soccer Team, 
Pizza Grille, Camp Hill, 5 p.m.

December 15 – Speaker at 
Theology on Tap, Gastropub,  
Harrisburg, 7 p.m.

December 18 –Mass and Pastoral 
Visit, St. Catherine of Siena Parish, 
Quarryville, 10:30 a.m.

December 21 – Christmas Dinner 
with Seminarians, Cardinal Keeler 
Center, Harrisburg, 5 p.m.

December 25 – Celebrant of 
Midnight Mass, St. Patrick Cathedral, 
Harrisburg, midnight.

In recognition of their PIAA State  
Championship achievement, the Lancaster 
Catholic High School golf team enjoyed 
a lunch with Bishop Ronald Gainer at the 
Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg on 
Dec. 5. It is a tradition in the diocese for 
National Merit Scholar winners and state 
championship individuals and teams from 
diocesan high schools to have a meal with 
the bishop in honor of their outstanding 
achievement. The Crusaders’ golf team 
claimed the PIAA AA State Champion-
ship recently with a team score of 309, 10 
strokes better than Sewickley Academy, for 
the team title. Coach Ron Weaver com-
mented, “Since the first day of the season, 
one through seven, we were the most 
consistent team.” He continued, “That con-
sistency was the key to our success and is 
what led us to the  
winner’s circle.” 

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Members of the Bishop J.W. Shanahan 
Assembly 917 of the Knights of  
Columbus presented a check in the 
amount of $1,000 to benefit the diocese’s 
Bishop Joseph T. Daley Seminary  
Scholarship Endowment Fund, which 
provides financial assistance for  
diocesan seminarians in formation. The 
Knights made the presentation on Nov. 
22 at the Cardinal Keeler Center in  
Harrisburg. From left are Father Richard  
Mowery, chaplain of the assembly, 
Francis Michelini, Richard Kovaleski, 
Michael Rybacki, Father Brian Wayne, 
Diocesan Director of Vocations;  
Raymond Finkle, Bishop Ronald Gainer, 
and Michael Yakubick.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Bishop Ronald Gainer will discuss a wide range of topics in a 
30-minute radio interview with host Michael Parks. During the 
program, the bishop is expected to discuss a variety of topics, in-
cluding his reaction to the recent election, welcoming Catholics 
back to the Church, pornography as a challenge to the family, the 
new Patrons of Our Seminarians program as well as how we can 
all prepare ourselves spiritually for Christmas. 

The program will air on WHP AM 580 on Saturday, December 
17 at 7:30 a.m. It will also air on AM 720 Holy Family Radio 
on Saturday, December 17 at noon and Sunday, December 19 
at 10 a.m. It will also be heard that day on WHVR-AM 1280, 
Hanover, at 8 a.m. and WKOK-AM 1070, Sunbury, at 6:30 a.m.

Catholic Charities on the Radio
“Providing help, creating hope” is the motto of Catholic Chari-

ties. How they do that through the many different facets of ser-
vices they offer will be the topic for an upcoming radio program. 
Chris Meehan, Director of Development for the agency, will join 
a young woman who recently benefited from the Lourdeshouse 
Maternity Home in sharing the microphone with host Michael 
Parks. Catholic Charities services are delivered to clients regard-
less of age, race, gender, religion, or ability to pay. No person is 
ever denied help because of finances, and a person does not need 
to be Catholic to receive help.  

This program will air on WHP AM 580 on Saturday, Decem-
ber 17 at 7 a.m. It will also air on AM 720 Holy Family Radio 
on Saturday, December 24 at noon and Sunday, December 25 
at 10 a.m. It will also be heard that day on WHVR-AM 1280, 
Hanover, at 8 a.m. and WKOK-AM 1070, Sunbury, at 6:30 a.m. 

Correction
A photo caption that 

was part of The Catholic 
Witness’ coverage of the 
Trinity girls’ PIAA soc-
cer championship in the 
November 25, 2016, edi-
tion incorrectly indicated 
that the Shamrocks’ The-
resa Durle had played in 
all four of Trinity’s state 
championship games. 
Rather, Catherine Gre-
goire played in all four 
championship matches.

The Epiphany  
Italian Mass

Epifania del Nostro Signore

Sunday, January 8, 2017  
at 12:15 p.m.

St. Patrick Cathedral
212 State Street

Harrisburg, PA 17101
(Note new time and location)

 Father Joshua Brommer,  
Celebrant

Special thanks to:
Rev. Joshua R. Brommer, Chaplain for 

the Italian Apostolate Ministry
Mario Billow of Daily Funeral Home

&
The Italian Apostolate Ministry  

Committee will provide a reception  
after Mass

In the Bishop Rhoades Hall located in 
the lower level of the Cathedral

For more information please contact:
Mariella Amato at 717-278-9420

Or
Maria DiSanto at 717-554-5698
e-mail: disanto1@comcast.net



The Light Shines  
in the Darkness

By Jim Gontis
Special to The Witness 

Have you ever thought what a magical time of year December is? I have ever since 
I was a child. We see the colorful lights displayed in windows and 
on trees, the fresh nip of frost and chill that always seem to bring 
the first snowflakes of the year, sweet hot 
chocolate warming our insides, and, despite 
the commercialization of the season, even 
the hustle and bustle of this time of year as 
we prepare for Christmas is a time of happy 
preparation.  And so it is in the Church, too. 
Advent is a time pregnant with hope and 
expectation.  

Don’t we all need something to look for-
ward to? Maybe it was easier when we were 
kids. There was always the next holiday, or picnic, or family gather-
ing, or ballgame, or whatever it happened to be. It is possible as one gets older, as one 
enters into the autumn, or perhaps even the winter of one’s life, to get worn down a bit, 
maybe even a lot. The monotony of the work-a-day world with its concomitant respon-
sibilities, the disappointments of certain dreams not quite fulfilled. All these can jade us 
a bit if we let them. 

Let’s not let them. Let’s allow ourselves to be captured once again by this “most 
wonderful time of the year.” December and Advent offer hope for new beginnings as we 
prepare to welcome the Christ-child come Christmas. Different signposts help to mark 
the way for us.  

First, for the faithful, is the beginning of Advent itself. I remember as a child my 
parents pulling out the Advent wreath each year. Each evening, my parents and their 
five children (three girls and two boys), would gather at the kitchen table around the 
wreath with its three purple and one rose colored candle and argue about who got to 
light the candles or blow them out. The rose one, lit for the first time on the third week, 
was particularly sought after. My parents always managed to negotiate a peace out of 
this annual tussling between us kids without blood being shed. Somehow, my wife and 
I have managed to do the same with our children.  

My parents always found a little Advent devotional booklet and would read a page 
from it, usually followed by a verse or two of “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” As we 
got older, they would let one of us read from it. The readings, the candles flickering in 
the dark kitchen, the hauntingly beautiful melody of that hymn, always brought a certain 
peace. They still do now for my wife and me, and they must for our kids, too, as they are 
usually the first to remind us that it is time to bring the Advent wreath out of mothballs. 
The lighting of the Advent wreath helps in a simple way to remind us what is important. 
As with the candles on the wreath, there is a Light, shining in the darkness, and it is Em-
manuel, God With Us, Who comes specifically to dispel the darkness.

As we move through the season, along with the hectic, but mostly enjoyable holiday 
preparations, the Church puts before us certain key moments and feasts. The Memo-
rial of St. Nicholas is a favorite. Our children still put their shoes out on the evening of 
December 5, and sure as God made little green apples, St. Nicholas manages to provide 
some gold-covered chocolate coins in each shoe on the morning of December 6. This 
also gives Eva (my wife) and me entrée to read the well-known story of St. Nicholas, 
generous bishop and great defender of the divinity of Christ against the Arian heretics. 
They also each enjoy, on the Feast of St. Nicholas, “Breakfast with Santa” at our own 
Holy Name of Jesus Parish. This year it came with a certain melancholy as our eldest 
will be in college at this time next year. So this will probably have been the last time 
we were all together for this little, but meaningful annual family rite at our parish hall.

Mary and the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception also helps light our path to-
ward Christ. This woman of all women, who in 1858 referred to herself as the Im-
maculate Conception to a young French girl named Bernadette in the French Pyrenees 
Mountains, brings Christ to us and we go back to Him through her. In her Immaculate 
Conception, God reminds us that grace is greater than sin in her who is both “full of 
grace” and preserved from all stain of Original Sin. It is under the title of the Immaculate 
Conception that Mary is Patroness of these United States. Let us invoke her powerful 
intercession for our nation and for our nation’s leaders. 

Just four days later, December 12, we celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
In 1531, in Mexico, Our Lady appeared to a humble man late in his middle age, named 
Juan Diego, now a saint, and left her image, her personal “photograph,” on his tilma. 
She came to see to the planting of Her Son’s Church more securely in the Americas. 
The Church in which her tilma is displayed is still the most visited pilgrimage site in the 
Americas. It is not coincidental that God, through the “Immaculate, Ever-Virgin, Mother 
of the True God,” was enacting a sort of divine compensation inasmuch as where mil-
lions were leaving the bosom of the Catholic Church in Europe, even more millions, 
would be entering into the Church in the New World. She came to promise her unyield-
ing, protective, and healing love and mercy toward Juan Diego, his sick uncle, and all 
who are her spiritual children. And, Our Lady of Guadalupe came to eradicate the hu-
man sacrifice so common in that land at this time and to crush the head of Quetzacoatl, 
the head of the Serpent, our ancient foe. She wants to do this in the world and in our 
own lives. The Church Father, St. Irenaeus said famously, “the knot of Eve’s disobedi-
ence is untied by Mary’s obedience.” This Advent, let us go to Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
Patroness of the Americas and of the Unborn, for her maternal help in untying the knots 
in our own lives and families.   

In this darkest time of the year, when the shadows fall early and long, may we, with 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Joseph, Husband of Mary and Foster-father of Jesus, 
prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of the Divine Infant Jesus, come in human 
estate. May we do so with a bit more fidelity to prayer, attentiveness at Mass, sacra-
mental confession, and through forgiveness that needs to be given and mercy extended. 
Then, amidst the card-signing, cookie-baking, tree-trimming, and gift-wrapping, we 
shall be the more prepared for the One Who is THE Gift. It is He, the Infant of Bethle-
hem, Who is “the Light that shines in the Darkness, and the Darkness has not overcome 
it”….has not overcome Him. Come, Lord Jesus!

(Jim Gontis is the Director of the Diocesan Department of Religious Education and 
the Director of Sports Ministry.) 
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Vox Clamantis 
One Crying in  
the Wilderness 

Jim Gontis

Bury the Past 
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC

Special to The Witness

Some time ago, I traveled to New Jersey to partake in a class reunion of 
my elementary school of St. Anthony of Padua, located in Butler. I had 35 
classmates in my graduating class. As I traveled across Pennsylvania into my 
old neighborhood and parish, I noticed 
that the palms of my hands began to 
get clammy and the pit of my stomach 
began to get queasy.  I thought, “What 
is going on with you? What are you 
dreading about this class reunion?’’ In-
stantly, I remembered a member of my 
class, who, so, so many years ago, took 
great delight in being a bully. Several of my class members 
and I were among his “favorites.” I suddenly pictured myself 
as the bullied 10-year-old, and wanted so desperately to beat 
the “living daylights” out of not only the memory but the individual as well! 
As I recalled, I found myself clenching not only my teeth, but also the steering 
wheel. As I caught myself doing this, I began to laugh and cry all at once. I 
prayed, “My dearest Beloved, give me your peace, your love and your forgive-
ness. Allow me to extend You to him.”

The feeling of dread only increased as I entered the room and spied my 
childhood nemesis. Our glances locked. As he walked up to me, he spread his 
arms and I braced myself as he hugged me. Standing on his tip toes, holding 
me within his arms, he whispered, “Please forgive me. As a kid, I was such a 
jerk!” I retorted, “Yes you were. Honestly, and I can’t believe I am going to tell 
you this, but I was dreading seeing you. After so many years, what you did to 
me still hurts. But, I do forgive you, or at least am trying to.” 

Something happened within my heart in that brief encounter. Because he 
sought out my forgiveness and I didn’t ignore the pain, the wounded part in 
me that hadn’t been healed was finally exposed to God’s touch. Who was I to 
not forgive this now middle-age man for something that he did 40 years ago? I 
could not help being reminded of the corporal work of mercy: Bury the dead.

You see, the scar on my psyche that was associated with his actions and his 
words had never been healed. It was tucked away so deeply under the safety of 
time that I even forgot that it was there! The mere chance of association with 
him once more brought it to my awareness and showed me that the pain was 
still “alive;” I hadn’t truly buried it.

In order to lay to rest this type of wound, we must be willing to do two 
things, I believe. First, acknowledge that the pain or the wound is present. 
Part of the acknowledgement is understanding how it affects the present, and 
through that, how it changes personal perceptions. The second step is a readi-
ness to let the wound go and truly forgive the person who caused it in the first 
place. If you are not ready to do that, then pray for the grace for the ability 
to release your hold on it. This is indeed a process and not a once and done 
happening.  

Jesus understood the importance of this, as well as the difficulty. I often 
wonder whether or not the reason why he included the words “Forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us” within the Our Father 
was to remind us of this reality. Do we truly own our demand on God to for-
give us and our personal inability to forgive others? I often think not.

Now that I have your head spinning, I can hear you might be saying to me, 
“Why should I forgive THAT or forgive so and so?” You might remember a 
Bugs Bunny cartoon in which Elmer Fudd goes hunting “wabbits.” The car-
toon was created like a small opera. When Elmer Fudd finally shoots Bugs 
Bunny, Bugs falls down, clenching his chest. The actors then try to pry Bugs’ 
hands loose from the supposed wound. When they do, Bugs jumps up and runs 
off, perfectly cured! He opened up the wound and experienced new life.

Only when we are willing to expose our deepest, darkest wounds, hurts, and 
personal sins to God’s mercy, are they truly buried. Once buried by forgive-
ness can we experience the wonder of the resurrection!

Thoughts
from a Catholic  

Evangelist
Sister Geralyn 
Schmidt, SCC
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EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Sister Eileen McGowan, DM, Principal of St. Joan of Arc School in Hershey, and 
Father Al Sceski, pastor of St. Joan of Arc Parish, display the plaque that the 
school received as part of its selection as a National Blue Ribbon School this year. 
In recognition of the prestigious honor, the school is displaying a blue Christmas 
tree this year.

By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness

What does one half of 1% look like? 
Look to St. Joan of Arc School in Her-

shey, a recipient this year of the National 
Blue Ribbon Schools Program.

This prestigious program of the U.S. De-
partment of Education has been recogniz-
ing schools since 1982 based on their over-
all academic excellence or their progress in 
closing achievement gaps among student 
subgroups. The award isn’t based on one 
year, but looks at the cumulative progress 
of a school and affirms the hard work of 
students, educators, families and communi-
ties in creating safe and welcoming schools 
where students master challenging content. 

And only half of one percent of schools 
in the United States are awarded this honor.

School principal, Sister Eileen Mc-
Gowan, DM, commented that while in 
Washington, D.C., to receive the school’s 
Blue Ribbon award last month, she real-
ized that the honor is bigger than can be 
comprehended. She and Susan Hampton, 
President of the school’s Board of Educa-
tion, were invited to conferences, a banquet 
and an awards ceremony as part of the rec-
ognition. 

The application process for the National 
Blue Ribbon award took place five years 
ago, but St. Joan of Arc School couldn’t 
be accepted at the time because it missed 
one criteria: a classroom didn’t have the 
required number of students. They were 
informed and encouraged to resubmit their 
application when the factor was resolved. 
And because St. Joan’s excelled in the oth-
er criteria, such as after school activities, 
community involvement, and test scores, 
Sister Eileen felt they had a strong chance 
in being recognized as one of the 50 private 
schools to be chosen throughout the entire 
United States and resubmitted their appli-

National Blue Ribbon Status Awarded  
to St. Joan of Arc School in Hershey

cation in December of 2015.
Sister Eileen commented that this past 

summer, she was receiving “in case you 
win” messages from the Blue Ribbon 
committee, suggesting a photograph of 
the school be provided. And, “in case you 
win,” you should have your hotel reserved 
for the awards ceremony. With these mes-
sages, Sister Eileen felt good about St. 
Joan’s chances of being selected, but didn’t 
rejoice and celebrate until Sept. 28, when 
they were officially notified of the achieve-

ment. The school community celebrated 
at St. Joan’s that day by watching the an-
nouncement live and quickly planning a 
party for the students and faculty.

St. Joan of Arc School received a banner, 
flag and framed award at the ceremony in 
Washington. Teachers have free access to a 
computer software program for a year, and 
the school is implementing its Blue Rib-
bon status into its identity. In anticipation 
of Christmas this year, the school placed a 
blue tree with ribbons in the lobby.

Sister Eileen commented that it is the 
family atmosphere, parent involvement, 
education rooted in faith and all the local 
parishes that work with them that make St. 
Joan of Arc a National Blue Ribbon School.  

“And the quality of teachers,” she added. 
As she explained, it is, after all, the teach-
ers who teach the children who then score 
well on tests. She also commented that in 
order to be a Blue Ribbon school, a school 
must have enthusiastic teachers, like they 
have at St. Joan of Arc. They have hired 
teachers who are alumni of St. Joan’s, be-
cause they are proud of it.

“We have teachers who want to be here,” 
Sister Eileen said, recalling a teacher who 
was hired for a part-time position there be-
cause she knew it would get her foot in the 
door. 

Sister Eileen also recognized the involve-
ment of priests in the classroom. Father Al 
Sceski, pastor of St. Joan of Arc Parish, 
teaches religion in the classrooms, and Fa-
ther Steven Arena, the parish’s parochial 
vicar, offers his time to the students for the 
Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation. 

A new initiative at St. Joan of Arc School 
is the introduction to STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathemat-
ics) education. This past summer, four 
teachers were educated in the program to 
help implement it into classrooms. With 
their standards for education, dedicated 
faculty, community involvement and stu-
dents who excel, St. Joan of Arc deserves 
to be a part of the elite National Blue Rib-
bon Schools.

(St. Joan of Arc School is the fourth 
school in the diocese to achieve this rec-
ognition. The others are St. Joseph School 
in Mechanicsburg, St. Patrick School in 
Carlisle, and Trinity High School in Camp 
Hill. Learn more about the National Blue 
Ribbon Schools Program at http://www2.
ed.gov/programs/nclbbrs/index.html.)
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CNS/PAUL HARING
Women stand near an image of Our Lady of Guadalupe as they 
wait for Pope Francis’ arrival to celebrate Mass with priests and 
religious at a stadium in Morelia, Mexico, last Feb. 16. 

By Dennis Sadowski 
Catholic News Service

Nearly 500 years after Mexi-
can peasant Juan Diego was 
greeted by Mary and urged to 
share a message of hope and 
comfort as promised by God’s 
compassion, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe continues to inspire 
new generations of faithful 
believers in their daily routines 
and struggles.

That assurance, rooted in 
prayer and common experi-
ences, guides daily individual 
devotion and communal gath-
erings that build toward grand 
observances of the apparitions 
centered annually on the Dec. 
12 feast day.

And while Our Lady of 
Guadalupe is rooted in the 
Mexican culture, those who 
have studied the phenomenon 
and her message as it is lived 
today are finding that the pa-
troness of the Americas, as she 
is known, can strengthen bonds 
of community in a disjointed 
world.

“In the United States she 
belongs to everyone. Even 
American Catholics have em-
braced her as a symbol of faith 
and devotion,” said Hosffman 
Ospino, assistant professor of 
Hispanic ministry and religious 
education at Boston College.

Ospino, a native of Colom-
bia, said Catholic Latinos 
outside of Mexico have come 
to embrace the Guadalupe 
story because of their shared 
faith. That Mary presented 
herself to the indigenous Juan 
Diego, who was canonized in 
2002, indicates that God cares 
for struggling and marginalized 
people everywhere, Ospino 
said.

“She appeared to someone 
who looked Latino, who was 
Mexican, and at a time in 
history when the situation of 
Juan Diego and the people was 
difficult,” he said.

Our Lady of Guadalupe’s Message  
Remains Alive Across Five Centuries

This is my favorite recipe, as well as that of my seven grandchildren. I won the Hanover 
Evening Sun newspaper cookbook contest with this recipe. I have made it for our church picnic 
and for Parish Council of Catholic Women’s covered dishes. This recipe is also in our school 
cookbook, “Faith, Family and Friends.”

Mexico 
in 1531, the 
year of the 
apparitions, 
was undergo-
ing massive 
changes after 
the Spanish 
conquest of 
the Aztecs a 
decade earlier. 
Catholicism 
was taking root 
and indigenous 
religions were 
disappearing. 
Speaking in 
his indigenous 
language, Mary 
asked the future 
St. Juan Diego, 
an Aztec and 
Catholic con-
vert, to convey 
to Church lead-
ers her desire 
for a church 
to be built on 
Tepayac Hill in 
what today is 
Mexico City. 
The Basilica 
of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe near 
the site, com-
pleted in 1976, 
is the most 
visited Catholic 
church in the 
world outside 
of St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.

It took three visits by the 
saint-to-be to convince the 
local bishop that he indeed had 
seen Mary. It was on the third 
visit that the miracle attributed 
to Our Lady of Guadalupe 
occurred when he unfurled his 
poncho, or tilma, to present to 
the bishop the Castilian roses 
in full bloom that had inex-
plicably appeared on the hill 
despite freezing temperatures. 
More impressively, the tilma 
bore an image of Mary exactly 
as Juan Diego had described 
her: olive skin, pregnant with 

Jesus, adorned in a turquoise 
mantle and surrounded by rays 
of light.

Such an image of Mary 
adorns the homes of countless 
Mexican and Mexican-Amer-
ican families and serves as 
much as a cultural symbol and 
as religious one, said Oblate 
Father Bob Wright, professor 
of systematic theology at the 
Oblate School of Theology in 
San Antonio.

“You cannot separate the 
two of them,” he told Catholic 
News Service.

Such an attachment is readily 

apparent in the 
hundreds of 
celebrations of 
the feast of Our 
Lady of Gua-
dalupe, which 
feature the 
singing of “Las 
Mananitas” 
(early morning 
song) and tra-
ditional dances 
along with a 
festive Mass, 
all followed, 
of course, by 
hearty food and 
drink.

Father Wright 
described the 
image of Our 
Lady of Guada-
lupe as “univer-
sal to everyone, 
a mother figure 
who looks after 
us, that you can 
turn to ... just as 
Jesus himself 
you can turn 
to.”

A colleague, 
Oblate Fa-
ther Fernando 
Velazquez, as-
sociate profes-
sor of mis-
siology at the 
Oblate school, 
said devotion to 

Mary is carried out in daily life 
by many of Mexican heritage. 
It is customary, he said, for 
mothers or grandmothers to 
send children to school with 
a brief prayer that Mary and 
God’s mantle protect them 
throughout the day.

Perhaps it is no other group 
than women who have em-
braced a devotion to Our Lady 
of Guadalupe. From family 
prayer to weekly praying of 
the Rosary among a group of 
women to sharing a statue of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe in pro-
cessions from home to home, 
women have led the practice of 
prayer before Mary.

Nancy Pineda-Madrid, as-
sociate professor of theology 
and Latino/Latina ministry at 
Boston College, is writing a 
book on the religious symbol-
ism of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
and how the message of a five-
century-old apparition can be 
liberating for women today.

She called the appearance of 
Mary then a Pentecost mo-
ment for the Church, serving 
to “transform fear and pain and 
suffering into a hope for life.”

“Her narrative, which is tak-
ing one of those living at the 
margins and talking about their 
dignity and coming to know 
their own sense of themselves 
with God in a way that’s deep-
ly, deeply affirming,” Pineda-
Madrid explained. “She speaks 
to that. That’s the reason she 
is such a powerful symbol to 
Mexicans today.”

Celebrations of the feast of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe this 
year in the U.S. may take on a 
more somber tone among La-
tinos who say they feel unwel-

come because of increasingly 
sour rhetoric and strident calls 
for the deportation of millions 
of immigrants in the country 
without legal permission.

Because of the concerns 
arising from such talk, Renata 
Furst, associate professor of 
Scripture and spirituality at 
the Oblate school, finds that 
Mary’s message remains 
deeply relevant today. She said 
it helps people understand how 
important it is to be grounded 
in their culture and its values 
while seeing “the way God is 
recreating them” to respond in 
a changing world.

“The image of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe is extremely 
valuable for reading back into 
the Bible,” said Furst, who 
grew up in Honduras. She has 
observed that the images of a 
black Christ that appear in the 
border region of Guatemala, El 
Salvador and Honduras reflect 
a fusion of culture and faith in 
a way that people could better 
understand. So it is with Our 
Lady of Guadalupe and other 
lesser known apparitions of 
Mary in the Americas.

“You might look at Our Lady 
of Guadalupe as the source of 
this integration,” Furst said. “It 
is as though God is bubbling 
from the bottom up as opposed 
from the top down.”

Our Lady of Guadalupe also 
has influenced what scholar 
Rebecca Berru-Davis calls 
popular religion, or the faith 
practiced in the home.

Berru-Davis, who recently 
concluded a two-year postdoc-
toral fellowship at St. John’s 
University in Collegeville, 
Minnesota, explained that such 
the popular practice of religion 
can come through music, per-
forming arts and even tradi-
tional foods. She saw how that 
popular religion was expressed 
while spending time over four 
years in Berkeley, California, 
with a group of Latino women 
who met weekly to pray the 
rosary before a statue of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe that trav-
eled from home to home.

She focused on trying to 
understand the importance of 
such devotion in the women’s 
lives and how it was transmit-
ted throughout the family. She 
said the devotion transcended 
age and continues to be trans-
mitted to children.

“A devotion like this dif-
fused the formal aspect of 
liturgy [in church] and the 
informal or the home religion, 
the popular religion,” Berru-
Davis told CNS. “But it also 
said, ‘We’re carrying liturgy 
into the home and the virgin is 
the vehicle.’

“The women described it 
as ‘tela,’ a cloth that is placed 
over the community that brings 
them together, or ‘cadena,’ a 
chain, that brought the commu-
nity together,” she continued. 
“The women were very clear 
about that, that the devotion 
was continuing because it is 
what the Virgin wanted.”
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By A.B. Hill
Special to The Witness

The 2015-2016 session of the Pennsylvania General 
Assembly officially closed on November 30. Here is 
the status of the several high priority bills that were 
on the legislative agenda of the Pennsylvania Catholic 
Conference.

Pro-Life Legislation – House Bill 1948 would 
have banned barbaric dismemberment abortions and 
abortions when the unborn baby is able to feel pain 
(20 weeks). It passed in the House, was voted out of 
the Senate Judiciary Committee, but the session came 
to an end without a Senate vote. Governor Wolf prom-
ised to veto the bill, so it would have been unlikely 
to become law. The election brings some small but 
important political changes to Pennsylvania’s General 
Assembly which could bring strength to the pro-life 
cause in the next session.

Adoption Records – House Bill 162 was passed by 
the General Assembly and was signed into law by the 
governor. It allows an adoptee to obtain a noncertified 
copy of his or her original birth record (what is com-
monly referred to as a birth certificate), naming the 
birth parents, unless a birth parent files a name redac-
tion request form with the Pennsylvania Department 
of Health. The filing of the name redaction request 
form would protect that birth parent’s privacy be-
cause the birth certificate issued to the adoptee would 
not name the birth parent. This new law changes the 
current law, which kept the identity of a birth parent 
confidential unless the birth parent agreed to disclo-
sure. Now, a birth parent, for past and future adop-
tions, must take affirmative action to protect his or 
her identity by filing the name redaction request form. 
The PCC will pursue opportunities to alert the public 
and especially birth parents through Catholic media 
channels and www.pacatholic.org when the redaction 
forms become available. 

Human Trafficking – Senate Bill 851 would have 
ensured that juvenile victims of human trafficking are 
not prosecuted as criminals and that support services 
are made available to them. Action was not taken by 
the end of the session, but legislation may be reintro-
duced next session.

Organ Donation –The Pennsylvania Catholic 
Health Association was successful in amending leg-
islation that encourages organ donation so it is clear 
who is able to receive information and/or consent 
to an organ or tissue gift on behalf of a patient. The 
amended bill did not allow presumed consent for pa-
tients who have not explicitly indicated their wishes 
to donate organs; however, the General Assembly did 
not take up the bill before the end of the session.

End of Life – Although legislation concerning doc-
tor-prescribed suicide or other end-of-life issues did 
not have much traction this session, the PCC did en-
gage its advocacy network to urge the American Med-
ical Association (AMA) to maintain its decades-long 
opposition to doctor prescribed suicide. If the AMA 
weakens its opposition, the move will send a message 
to the legislature that legalizing suicide is acceptable. 
It is not too late to send a message to the leaders of 
the AMA urging them to remain neutral on the issue 
of doctor-prescribed suicide. Connect to the Catholic 
Advocacy Network at www.pacatholic.org to send an 
email. 

Much work has been done with work groups behind 
the scenes on the issue of Physicians Orders for Life 
Sustaining Treatment (POLST). Draft legislation has 
already been submitted to the State Joint Government 
Commission Subcommittee on Powers of Attorney 
and the Legislative Reference Bureau in preparation 
for its introduction next session.

Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) 
& Opportunity Scholarship Tax Credit (OSTC) 
– The legislative session ended with strong public 
statements by Speaker of the House Mike Turzai (R-
Allegheny), urging a significant increase in the EITC 
and OSTC programs next year. He announced this at 
several press conferences at Catholic schools in dif-
ferent parts of the state. Rep. Turzai has set this as a 
priority for the next session.

Statutes of Limitation Reform – House Bill 1947 
was a proposal to reform the statutes of limitation for 
childhood sexual abuse The House of Representatives 
voted for legislation that would eliminate the criminal 
statute of limitations in the future, extend the civil SoL 
for future cases and give an equal opportunity for vic-

tims in public institutions to bring suit (sovereign im-
munity prohibits these victims from suing now). The 
bill would also retroactively nullify the civil statute 
of limitations for past childhood sexual abuse cases 
from decades ago. In June the state Senate voted 49-0 
in favor of an amended version of House Bill 1947 
that removed controversial retroactive provision, cit-
ing conflicts with Pennsylvania’s state constitution as 
the reason for the change. The Senate version main-
tained prospective changes to the law. The House 
Rules Committee did not act on the Senate-amended 
version of the bill; therefore it simply died at the end 
of the session.

Leaders of those pushing for the legislation stated 
publically that they are unwilling to accept any bill 
that does not include retroactivity. While the session 
comes to an end, no retroactive window was enacted; 
but it is anticipated that the proposal will be intro-
duced again in the next session. The fight for fair stat-
ute of limitations reform is far from over.

Sexual Orientation Non-Discrimination Legisla-
tion – Legislation that would add “gender identity or 
expression” and “sexual orientation” to Pennsylva-
nia’s non-discrimination law was again debated this 
session. Changing the Pennsylvania Human Relations 
Act (PHRA) will jeopardize many churches and their 
charitable outreach if they continue to adhere to their 
religious beliefs. In other states, this law has closed 
Catholic adoption agencies and violated religious lib-
erty. These bills could mean that Catholic agencies 
would no longer be able to make our contributions to 
the common good of Pennsylvania without violating 
our religious beliefs. 

One bill passed in the Senate Urban Affairs and 
Housing Committee; but no further action was taken 
so the legislation died at the end of the session. This 
potential threat to religious liberty will need to be ad-
dressed in the new session.

(The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference is the pub-
lic affairs agency of Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops 
and the Catholic dioceses of Pennsylvania. Stay up-
to-date with Catholic news and issues at www.pacath-
olic.org, www.facebook.com/pacatholic, and www.
twitter.com/pacatholic.) 

2015-2016 Session End Legislative Status Report

Retrouvaille ~  
A Lifeline  

for Marriages
Stress in Your Marriage? 

Retrouvaille is a program 
for married couples that 
feel bored, disillusioned, 
frustrated, or angry in 
their marriage. Some experi-
ence coldness. Others experi-
ence conflict in their relation-
ship. Most don’t know how to 
change the situation or even 
communicate with their spouse 
about it. This program has helped tens of 
thousands of couples experiencing diffi-
culties in their marriage. In the Diocese 
of Harrisburg, Retrouvaille falls under 
the auspices of the Office for Family 
Life. For confidential information about 
Retrouvaille, or to register for the Janu-
ary program beginning with a week-
end on Jan. 13-15, call 800-470-2230 
or visit the web site at www.HelpOur 
Marriage.com. 

 

    Have you ever heard of Fertility Awareness? What about Natural Fam-
ily Planning (NFP)? Fertility Awareness is a way of following God’s plan for 
achieving or avoiding pregnancy by using a woman’s signs of fertility to de-
termine the fertile and infertile times of her cycle. Approved by the Catholic 
Church, Fertility Awareness and Natural Family Planning enables couples to 
avoid pregnancy by practicing abstinence during the fertile time of the woman’s 
cycle, while avoiding putting artificial hormones and devices into a woman’s 
body.  

    Come to a very special presentation at St. Joseph the Worker Parish in Bon-
neauville on December 15t from 6:30-8 p.m. Dr. Luis Garcia, a medical doctor 
in York, will present on basic Church teaching regarding sexuality and NFP, and 
then explain various forms of NFP and the science behind them. Couples will 
then have the opportunity to learn a bit more about the specific model of NFP 
that is best suited for their family. Advanced registration is not required, but for 
further information, please call the St. Joseph the Worker Parish office at 717-
334-2510. 

Natural Family Planning Presentation Offered in Bonneauvile
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During a visit to Lancaster 
Catholic High School on 
Nov. 29, Bishop Ronald 
Gainer led the school  
community in a service to 
bless and light all of the 
school’s Advent wreaths. 
The bishop, assisted by 
servers Amanda  
DeCarolis and Autumn 
Cybulski, shown in the top 
photo, blessed the various 
wreaths, and then lit the first 
candle on the school’s main 
wreath. Several students, 
including Siobhan McShea 
and Nathalie Rivera, shown 
at left, followed in lighting 
the smaller wreaths placed 
throughout the school.
CHRIS HEISEY,  
THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

As we make the Sign  
of the Cross, the leader says:

Our help is in the name of the Lord.
R/. Who made heaven and earth.

A song may be sung  
as the candle is lighted.

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

Scripture Reading  
(see Daily readings for Advent at  

www.hbgdiocese.org/advent)
A reflection may be  

shared about the Reading.

Concluding Prayer
Lord our God,

we praise you for your Son,  
Jesus Christ:

He is Emmanuel, the hope  
of the peoples,

He is the Wisdom that teaches  
and guides us,

He is the Savior of every nation.

Lord God,
let your blessing come upon us

as we light the candles  
of this wreath.

May the wreath and its light
be a sign of Christ’s promise to  

bring us salvation.
May He come quickly and not delay.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

As we make the Sign  
of the Cross, we say:

May the Lord bless us,
protect us from all evil,

and bring us everlasting life. Amen. 
(© Diocese of Harrisburg, 
Office for Divine Worship)

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
The Nativity shown here belongs to Dr. Carol L. Houghton, Chancellor of the Diocese of  
Harrisburg. It was made in Guatemala and was given to her by a friend.

As we make the Sign of the Cross, the leader says:
Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

R/. Who made heaven and earth.
One of those present or the leader reads a text of sacred Scripture,  

for example, Luke 2:1 (lines 1-8) or Isaiah 7:10  
(lines 10-15, the birth of Emmanuel).

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
R/. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
The leader prays with hands joined:

God of every nation and people, 
from the very beginning of creation 
you have made manifest your love: 

when our need for a Savior was great 
you sent your Son to be born of the Virgin Mary. 

To our lives he brings joy and peace, 
justice, mercy, and love. 

Lord, 
bless all who look upon this manger; 

may it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus, 
and raise our thoughts to him, 

who is God-with-us and Savior of all, 
and who lives and reigns forever and ever. 

R/. Amen.
(From USCCB Advent resources, 

Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers)

The custom of displaying figures depicting the birth of Jesus Christ owes its 
origin to St. Francis of Assisi, who made the Christmas crèche or manger for 

Christmas Eve of 1223. When the manger is set up in the home, it is appropriate 
that it be blessed by a parent or another family member. 

Blessing of a Nativity Scene

Daily Lighting of the Advent Wreath
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By Donna Walker
Special to The Witness

The Bishop of Harrisburg was 
doing his favorite thing Dec. 1 

when he visited Resurrection Catholic 
School in Lancaster to celebrate Mass 
for the students in observance of the 
school’s 25th anniversary.

Bishop Ronald Gainer talked to 
students in the school built in 1895 as 
St. Anthony School. In 1991-92, St. 
Anthony combined with St. Mary and 
St. Joseph schools to form Resurrec-
tion.

In the slightly newer cafeteria, he ate 
lunch with fourth graders in between 
visiting classrooms. He found younger 
students asked questions about what 
he wears at Mass, and upper classes 
focused more on what it’s like to be a 
bishop. 

“What is your favorite part of being 
a bishop?” asked a seventh-grade stu-
dent. “This. Being out of the office and 
visiting schools and prisons [and other 
places in the diocese],” the bishop 
responded.

“What is your favorite part of the 
Mass?” asked an eighth grader. “Holy 
Communion. When we receive the 
Bread of Life.”

“Have you ever 
met the Pope?” 
asked an eighth 
grader. “Yes.” 
Pope John Paul 
II, Pope Benedict 
and Pope Francis.

“What was that 
cane you car-
ried in Mass?” 
asked a second-
grade student. 
“The crozier, or 
pastoral staff.” It 
resembles a shep-
herd’s hook, and 
Bishop Gainer is 
the chief shepherd 
of the Harrisburg 
Diocese.

“What was that hat?” asked a second 
grader. “The beanie or skullcap is 
called a zucchetto, and the high hat is a 
miter, a sign that the bishop is the high 
priest.”

Prior to the school visit, the bishop 
celebrated Mass along with St. Mary’s 
Pastor, Father Leo Goodman; St. An-
thony Pastor, Father Daniel O’Brien; 
retired Pastor Bernardo Pistone; and 
St. Joseph’s Father Sebastian Thekke-
dath. Father Allan Wolfe, pastor of St. 
Joseph and San Juan Bautista parishes, 
was master of ceremonies. 

Bishop Gainer’s homily mentioned 
the consolidation and the school’s 
theme this year, Family of Faith – Yes-
terday, Today, Tomorrow. He said that 
combining the schools was a decision 
made with faith. 

“You get the best preparation for life 
here so you can succeed and do well,” 
Bishop Gainer said. But Catholic edu-
cation also makes us ready for “a life 
that is eternal, to live with Jesus in the 
glory of heaven.”

The bishop thanked parishioners at-
tending and “the families who choose 
Resurrection School.”

“The family is the strength of our 
schools,” Bishop Gainer said.

(Donna Walker is the Marketing Di-
rector at Resurrection Catholic School. 
For information about the school, visit 
www.rscpa.org or call 717-392-3083.) 

Bishop Gainer Celebrates  
at Resurrection Catholic School

Students at Resurrection Catholic School celebrate their 
school’s anniversary in the formation of the number 25,  
during first-day-of school activities this year.

Relani Garcia receives Holy  
Communion from Father Bernardo 
Pistone, as students Declan  
Nicodemus and Ah’mir Williams, 
and parent Dianna McSherry  
approach to receive the  
sacrament.

Bishop Ronald Gainer visits second-grade students at 
Resurrection Catholic School in Lancaster Dec. 1 to 
mark the school’s 25th anniversary.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNES

Fourth graders Victoria Rivera and Amirihana Toney lend 
their voices to the school choir during Mass. 
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By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

Not much attention it seems was paid 
to the passing of Mabel Bell in Chicago 
a few weeks ago. Her death was sudden, 
succumbing silently to heart failure in 
her sleep. According to her son, Rich, 
she died at peace, seemingly happy and 
content with a life very well lived. 

“The cruel irony, the almost unbeliev-
able irony,” Rich told a Chicago reporter, 
“is that the person who waits and waits 
and waits, and after it happens says, ‘I’ve 
done what I’ve got to do, and I am out of 
here.’ It ain’t funny, but it’s actually quite 
funny.”

The 112th World Series was arguably 
the best one yet going into a final, climat-
ic Game 7 that did not disappoint, except 
to all the Cleveland Indians fans who 
saw their beloved Tribe lose to a Chicago 
Cubs team that just seemed destined to 
win. Even when the Cubs were down 3 
games to 1, the casual baseball fan just 
had this inkling that something dramatic 
was still about to be witnessed. When 
Chicago pulled out Game 5 at home, and 
then Game 6 in Cleveland, Game 7 in 
Cleveland on a warm November 2 – All 
Souls Day – you had to know and it’s dif-
ficult not to see the hand of God in all of 
this drama. 

Given the history of the Chicago Cubs, 
and the laughable curse that has followed 
them since they last won the World Se-
ries in 1908 when they beat the Detroit 
Tigers, it’s not easy for the sports agnos-
tic to see God’s plan unfold in something 
as trivial as a baseball game. Yet, if you 
really ponder the history of the Cubs, 
dubbed the “loveable losers” by their 
adoring fans, it’s no wonder Mabel Bell 
died at peace. 

Not since 1945 had the Cubs reached 
the World Series. There have been a few 
“almosts” of course, like in 1984 when 
the Cubs seemed a lock to win the de-
cisive Game 5 of the National League 
Championship Series against the San 
Diego Padres, until first baseman Leon 
Durham was eerily clumsy on a routine 
groundball in the 7th inning which opened 
the flood gates for a Padres rally. 

Then there’s 1989, when one of the 
game’s best pitchers in the modern era, 
Greg Maddox, got shelled twice in the 
NCL to lose that autumn. And how can 
you forget 2003, when an obscure fan, 

Steve Bartman, reached out into the play-
ing field to grab a foul ball away from 
the awaiting mitt of Cubs outfielder Moi-
ses Alou. The Cubs, leading 3-0 in that 
Game 6 at that moment, lost the game 
after that play against the Florida (now 
Miami) Marlins. They then lost Game 7, 
and the drought in Chicago worsened for 
the faithful.

In 1969, they had an eight-game lead 
with 42 games left and lost the pennant 
chase to the Mets. On September 9th at 
New York’s Shea Stadium, a black cat 
walked right past Cubs third baseman 
Ron Santo as he waited in the on-deck 
circle to bat in the first inning. 

While all of this seemingly modern 
buffoonery of the Cubs’ futility might 
make you scratch your head instead of 
believe in fate, 1945 may be where all 
of this jinx and doom surrounding the 
Cubs began in earnest. That year, just 
two months after World War II ended, the 
Cubs reached the World Series against 
the Detroit Tigers. Prior to Game 4 at 
Chicago’s Wrigley Field, tavern owner 
William Sianis tried to bring his pet goat 
Sonovia Murphy into the game. Mr. Sia-
nis, who owned Billy the Goat Tavern 
near the ballpark, felt entitled to admis-
sion since he catered to the team and the 
franchise’s patrons. But it was Murphy’s 
odor that had fans in an uproar. Mr. Sian-
is could enter, but not mangy Murphy. So 
enraged was Mr. Sianis that he declared 
for all to hear, “Them Cubs, they ain’t 
gonna win no more.”

While his grammar may have stunk has 
bad as his goat, true to boast, the Cubs 
lost that Series and for 71 years never 
made it back until this fateful year. The 
Cubs have had countless priests bless 
with Holy Water Wrigley’s ivy festooned 
brick home fences every year since 1945, 
but to no avail to break this curse. Goat’s 
heads have been paraded around, as well 
as other curse breaking schemes. Base-
ball is more than a game to many. 

Growing up, baseball was my saving 
grace and more than a game. Whether 
it was playing stick ball, waffle ball or 
organized league baseball, if it wasn’t 
snowing, life was about baseball and 
friends. We played ball behind the gas 
station, where a homer was a belt into the 
discarded old tire pen. We played behind 
the machine shop, where we ran electri-
cal extension underground from the stor-
age shed to play night games on their 

Sports Commentary

The Wait is Over ~ Cubs Win, Cubs Win, Cubs Win

penny. And a homer there was a poke 
over the huge plywood fence that bor-
dered a watermelon patch. 

Baseball was more than playing by 
a long shot. It was taking your mitt to 
school so that on the way walking home, 
you could field grounders as you bounced 
the tennis ball off the old tombstones that 
lined Cherry Street. All this was done 
while chomping on five pieces of Bazoo-
ka® bubble gum bought after school with 
a nickel at Amos’s General Store, also on 
Cherry Street. Cranky curmudgeon Amos 
was never in a good mood, bemoaning al-
ways about how kids of the 60s and 70s 
were so disrespectful and unmannerly. 
True that, Amos.

There at times was also a mission. Lol-
lygagging aside, it was important to get 
home for the 2:30 game on the radio 
between the host Cubs and Phillies six 
times a year. In those days Wrigley field 
didn’t have lights, so every home game 
was a day game. And what was cool was 
that most days, my little transistor radio 
could pull in WGN 720 out of Chicago 
so I could catch the game sitting on the 
porch pounding the ball into my mitt as I 
listened until dinner. 

Wasn’t much of a Cubs fan those days 
– in fact, I loathed them. Little did I know 
some 45 years later that the Cubbies 

would grow on me and bring great joy to 
this baseball lover. 

On the pregame promos for the 2016 
World Series, there was Mabel Bell being 
quoted, “It’s about time you guys,” refer-
ring to the Cubs finally making it back to 
the Fall Classic. She was born in 1908, 
just two months before the last time the 
Cubs won the Series. Now a 108-year-old 
Cubs fan, there seemed a grim urgency to 
her voice. 

She lived 20 miles north of Wrigley 
Field on Chicago’s old north side most 
of her life, but she never attended a game 
until she was 90. Her son, Rich, took her 
that season. But what she did, and her 
children remember this vividly, while 
cooking dinner, she would listen to ev-
ery home game of the Cubs, tuning them 
in on the radio perched upon the win-
dow sill for good reception. She started 
this in the 1940s when Jack Brickhouse 
called the games and continued through 
when Harry Carey would do his legend-
ary broadcasts that featured his famous 
“Cubs Win, Cubs Win, Cubs Win” decla-
ration in victory. I used to loathe hearing 
those cringing words. 

Those words, her kids said, made her 
happy. 

Me, too, now. I’m a believer. 
When the cursed Cubs blew a three-run 

lead in the 8th inning in Game 7 last month, 
there was this feeling of dread that sat in 
the pit of your gut. Watching true Cubs’ 
fans in the stands grimace while putting 
their arms over the heads in agony was 
telling and difficult to watch. Almost like 
watching human beings in extreme pain. 
With the score tied 5-5 after nine innings, 
a gentle rain began falling. “Holy cow,” 
as Harry Carey would have said.  

After that fortuitous 17-minute rain de-
lay from the Cubs’ point of view, the heav-
ens dried up long enough for the team to 
rally in the 10th to score two runs to take 
the lead. And when the Indians mounted 
a determined rally in the bottom half that 
gave Cubs nation even more stress, the 
uneasy feeling returned. “They are going 
to blow this,” even the most fervent, true 
believer had to believe. But when a slow 
rolling grounder that in years past might 
easily have been booted was fielded by 
Kris Bryant, 108 years of odorous history 
passed away in Cleveland.   

Mabel Bell died five days later after 
watching her beloved Cubs win this in-
credible World Series. Baseball ironically 
isn’t so funny for those who have to wait, 
and wait and wait. Go Indians, is now my 
call. They have not won the World Series 
since 1948!

Cubs third baseman Ron Santo waits on the  
on-deck circle in a game against the Mets in 
September 1969 as a black cat appears. The 
Cubs collapsed during the season’s final days.

Murphy the goat has a beer at Mr. Sianis’ Billy the Goat Tavern in 1945.
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CNS/ST. ANTHONY MESSENGER
Actress Florence Henderson is pictured on the cover 
of the January 2017 issue of St. Anthony Messenger 
magazine. In what was her last interview before her 
Nov. 24 death at age 82, Henderson told the magazine 
that her lifelong Catholic faith was her foundation. 

Catholic News Service

In what came to be her final interview, actress Florence 
Henderson told St. Anthony Messenger magazine that 
throughout her life, through good times and bad, her Catho-
lic faith was her foundation.

“I don’t ever remember not praying. Bedtime prayers, the 
Rosary, praying for friends, relatives, for the sick and for 
those who had died. It was a natural part of our lives,” she 
told writer Rita E. Piro, who interviewed the popular actress 
in August. The story appears in the January 2017 issue of the 
magazine, published by Cincinnati-based Franciscan Media.

Henderson, who died unexpectedly Nov. 24 at age 82, 
was best known for her role as Carol Brady in the 1970s 
sitcom “The Brady Bunch.” Originally broadcast from 1969 
to 1974, the program has never been off the air and has been 
syndicated in over 122 countries. It remains one of the most 
beloved and most watched family shows of all time.

“I frequently am contacted by people who want to thank 
me for ‘The Brady Bunch,’” she told Piro. “Whether they 
grew up during the show’s original television run or are 
brand-new fans of the present generation, they tell me how 
important ‘The Brady Bunch’ has been in their lives. I want-
ed to portray Carol as a loving, fun, affectionate mother, and 
it seemed to resonate with a lot of people who maybe had the 
same situation I did growing up. To think that something I 
was involved in had such a positive effect on the lives of so 
many people is satisfying beyond words.”

Her most important role, though, she said, was Mom to 
her own four children – Barbara, Joseph, Robert and Eliza-
beth. “My children and their happiness have always been my 
greatest concern,” she said.

She described her children to Piro as “the nicest people 
you could ever meet” and “very spiritual people.”

“Being a mom makes you far more compassionate. You 
have more empathy for people, more love,” Henderson add-
ed. “I was always taught to say thank you and I’m very grate-
ful. And my kids have that quality, too.”

In the interview Henderson said that from time to time, 
she found herself questioning her faith, mainly in instances 
unrelated to her career.

As a new mother, the actress experienced repeated bouts of 
postpartum depression, Piro reported. During the mid-1960s, 
Henderson was diagnosed with a hereditary bone deformity 
of the middle ear and needed surgery to prevent deafness. 

For Late Actress Florence Henderson,  
Catholic Faith was Her Foundation

Stage fright and insomnia also were present in her life.
“The loss of family and friends, especially her siblings, 

weighed heavily upon her, as well as a natural fear of her 
own mortality,” said Piro.

Born the youngest of 10 children in tiny Dale, Indiana, 
across the Ohio River from Owensboro, Kentucky, young 
Florence later moved with her family about 25 miles away 
to Rockport, Indiana.

Piro noted that little Florence was a natural at singing from 
age 2, but she “had little to sing about” growing up with her 
nine siblings in extreme poverty during the Great Depres-

sion. “But that didn’t keep her from developing a deep love 
for her faith,” which sustained her through life, Piro wrote.

Henderson was educated by Benedictine nuns and priests 
in St. Meinrad and Ferdinand, Indiana. (She had a priest in 
the family; her uncle, Jesuit Father Charles Whelan, taught 
constitutional law at Fordham University.) In the St. Antho-
ny Messenger interview, Henderson talked at length about 
her first-grade teacher – Benedictine Sister Gemma.

After high school, with the help of a close friend and her 
wealthy family, Henderson was enrolled at the Academy of 
Dramatic Arts in New York City – which launched her long 
acting career.

She made her debut on Broadway as the star of “Fanny” 
in 1952. She played Maria in the original version of “The 
Sound of Music,” also on Broadway. She starred in several 
touring productions, including “South Pacific” and “Okla-
homa!” She made numerous appearances on television, in 
film and live music shows.

Henderson’s last television performance was with Mau-
reen McCormick (who had played daughter Marsha Brady) 
on “Dancing With the Stars” on ABC Sept. 19. McCormick 
was a contestant, and Henderson took part in a Brady Bunch-
themed performance. Henderson competed on the show her-
self in 2010.

In a 1994 interview with Mark Pattison, media editor at 
Catholic News Service, Henderson lovingly recalled her role 
as Carol Brady and “The Brady Bunch” legacy.

She said that perhaps because of her wholesome image, 
parents approached her to ask if certain TV shows were good 
for their children to watch. “They’re responsible for this little 
soul they’ve brought into the world and they wonder what’s 
being taught,” she told CNS.

“Very few people in our business have been a part of 
something that everyone seems to feel with great affection. 
They really love the characters. They love Carol Brady, ev-
eryone in it. And that it’s still going strong after so many 
years absolutely amazes me,” she said.

The show “represents what everyone wants in life, and 
that is a loving family, unconditional love, a place to make 
mistakes, to get angry, to be forgiven, to forgive,” Henderson 
said.

(Editor’s Note: More information about St. Anthony Mes-
senger and how to get the complete article on Florence 
Henderson is available at www.franciscanmedia.org/source/
saint-anthony-messenger.)

CNS/PAUL HARING
Pope Francis greets a boy while meeting the disabled during his general audience in Paul VI hall at 
the Vatican Nov. 30. 

By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service

The Year of Mercy and its se-
ries of papal reflections may be 
over, but compassion and acts 
of mercy must continue and be-
come a part of everyone’s daily 
lives, Pope Francis said.

“Let us commit ourselves to 
praying for each other so that 
the corporal and spiritual works 
of mercy increasingly become 
our way of life,” he said Nov. 30 
during his general audience in 
the Vatican’s Paul VI hall.

Because the day also marked 
the feast of St. Andrew, brother 
of St. Peter and founder of the 
church in Constantinople, Pope 
Francis gave special greetings 
to his “dear brother,” Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch Bartholomew of 
Constantinople.

Pope Francis, the bishop of 
Rome and successor of Peter, 
said he was sending “a big em-
brace” to the patriarch and “this 
cousin church.”

The Vatican released a letter 
from the pope to the patriarch, which praised the way Catholics and Orthodox have be-
gun “to recognize one another as brothers and sisters and to value each other’s gifts, and 
together have proclaimed the Gospel, served humanity and the cause of peace, promoted 
the dignity of the human being and the inestimable value of the family, and cared for those 
most in need, as well as creation, our common home.”

In his main audience talk, the pope ended his yearlong series of talks on mercy with a 
reflection on the corporal work of burying the dead and the spiritual works of praying for 
the living and dead. 

Catholics particularly remember the faithful departed during the month of November, 

Pope: Reflections on Mercy May Be Over,  
But Compassion Must Live On

he said. Praying for those who 
have died “is a sign of recogni-
tion for the witness they have 
left us and the good they have 
done. It is a giving thanks to the 
Lord for having given them to 
us and for their love and friend-
ship.”

By entrusting their souls to 
God’s mercy, “we pray with 
Christian hope that they are with 
him in heaven,” he said.

While for many burying the 
dead is an expected, straightfor-
ward ritual, there are some parts 
of the world where this may not 
be a given, such as places ex-
periencing “the scourge of war, 
with bombings day and night 
that sow fear and innocent vic-
tims,” he said.

“Even today, there are those 
who risk their life to bury poor 
victims of war,” he added, 
thanking those particularly in 
Syria and the Middle East for 
their courage in recovering the 
dead and going to rescue the in-
jured.

Praying for the living, he said, 
can be done in many ways, such as: blessing one’s children every morning and evening; 
visiting and praying for the sick; praying silently, “sometimes in tears,” for help during 
difficult times; even thanking God for the blessings bestowed upon one’s family, friends 
and co-workers.

The important thing, he said, is to always have one’s heart open to the Holy Spirit, “who 
knows our deepest desires and hopes,” and can “purify and bring them to fulfillment.”

“We always ask that God’s will be done for ourselves and for others, like in the Lord’s 
Prayer, because his will is definitely the greatest good, the goodness of a father who never 
abandons us,” he said.
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Catholic News Service

The chairman of the U.S. bishops’ Committee on Pro-
Life Activities has called for increased efforts and “renewed 
vigor” to stop legalized physician-assisted suicide after the 
practice was approved by voters in Colorado and the District 
of Columbia City Council.

Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan of New York urged Catholics 
to join medical professionals, disability rights groups and oth-
ers “in fighting for the authentic care” of people facing termi-
nal illness in a statement released Nov. 21.

“The act of prescribing a fatal, poisonous dose, moreover, 
undermines the very heart of medicine,” Cardinal Dolan said. 
“Doctors vow to do no harm, and yet assisted suicide is the 
ultimate abandonment of their patients.”

His concern comes after voters in Colorado passed a phy-
sician-assisted suicide measure that was on the ballot Nov. 8. 
The law also allows insurance companies to refuse treatment 
of patients they consider terminal.

Colorado became the sixth state in the nation with a so-
called “right-to-die law,” joining Washington, Oregon, Cali-
fornia, Vermont and Montana.

In Washington, D.C., City Council members in a second 
vote Nov. 15 approved the “Death with Dignity Act” that per-
mits physicians in the district to legally prescribe the drugs 
to patients who have been deemed mentally competent and 
who have received a terminal diagnosis of six months or less. 
Under the measure, third parties are allowed to administer the 
drugs used in the procedure. The bill goes to Mayor Muriel 
Bowser to veto it, sign it or let it become law without any 
action on her part. If it becomes law, it would be subject to 
congressional review before it takes affect.

Cardinal Dolan called the district’s measure “the most ex-
pansive and dangerous so far” because it opens “the door to 
even further coercion and abuse.”

“Every suicide is tragic, whether someone is young or old, 
healthy or sick,” the cardinal added. “But the legalization of 
doctor-assisted suicide creates two classes of people: those 

whose suicides are to be prevented at any cost, and those 
whose suicides are deemed a positive good.

“We remove weapons and drugs that can cause harm to one 
group, while handing deadly drugs to the other, setting up yet 
another kind of life-threatening discrimination,” he continued. 
“This is completely unjust. Our inherent human dignity does 
not wane with the onset of illness or incapacity, and so all are 
worthy of protection.”

Seriously ill people require “authentic support, including 
doctors fully committed to their welfare and pain management 
as they enter their final days,” the statement said. “Patients 
need our assurance that they are not a burden – that it is a priv-
ilege to care for them as we ourselves hope to be cared for one 
day. A compassionate society devotes more attention, not less, 
to members facing the most vulnerable times in their lives.”

(Editor’s Note: The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops is-
sued a statement on assisted suicide 2011 titled “To Live Each 
Day with Dignity.” The full text is available online at http://
bit.ly/2ga5cht.)

Cardinal Dolan Urges Stronger Effort to Stop Physician-Assisted Suicide

By Bill Brewer 
Catholic News Service

St. Mary’s Catholic Church was at ground zero in the wild-
fires that devastated parts of Gatlinburg and Pigeon Forge, Ten-
nessee, Nov. 28, and while flames reached to within yards of the 
tourist city church, it appears to have been spared.

Some parishioners weren’t as fortunate.
Its pastor, Carmelite Father Antony Punnackal, was forced to 

evacuate St. Mary’s as intense fires came within 300 yards of 
the church that sits in the heart of Gatlinburg.

The church and rectory have been closed since then, but the 
priest has received reports that the buildings were spared from 
the blaze but sustained smoke damage and possible damage 
from high winds that fueled the flames.

The wildfires left a swath of destruction in and around the 
city of Gatlinburg, causing at least 13 deaths, more than 50 inju-
ries, and tens of millions of dollars in property damage. Dozens 
of residents and visitors to the tourist destination still are miss-
ing. Three people who suffered serious burns were transported 
to Vanderbilt University Medical Center in Nashville.

As of midday Dec. 2, the city of 5,000 residents still was 
closed down, with only emergency personnel allowed to enter 
as well as residents and property owners on a limited basis.

“I know of seven families in our parish that lost everything,” 
Father Punnackal told The East Tennessee Catholic, the maga-
zine of the Diocese of Knoxville. “Five of them lived in apart-
ments that burned to the ground. They lost their housing and all 
their belongings. They’re also jobless because the businesses 
where they worked burned.”

Many evacuees reported fleeing through horrific infernos, 
with intense flames licking at their vehicles as they fled down 
narrow mountain roads to safety. But a number of residents and 
tourists perished in the flames, and rescue workers still were 
trying to account for everyone.

Some members of Holy Cross Parish in Pigeon Forge also 
lost their homes, belongings and businesses. The fires burned 
nearly 16,000 acres in the Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park.

Father Punnackal was told he could re-enter Gatlinburg Dec. 
2 to assess the church and rectory. But he could only stay for a 
few hours.

He said that as he monitored the spreading fires Nov. 28, 
smoke was entering the church and rectory to the point it be-
came unsafe to breathe. Shortly thereafter, he was forced to 
evacuate with just an overnight bag as fire threatened the prop-
erty.

Father Punnackal has been staying at Good Shepherd Catho-
lic Church in Newport while his parishioners were spread out in 
shelters and hotels, or with family or friends.

“I’m now far away, and I can’t get to my parishioners. I have 
tried to go back, but I’ve been unsuccessful,” the priest said. “I 
greatly appreciate everyone offering help. I’m doing what I can, 
but we have a long way to go.”

While a severe drought over several months prompted many 
of the recent eastern Tennessee woodland blazes, officials are 
investigating whether some of the wind-whipped fires above 
Gatlinburg were caused by individuals, either accidentally or 
intentionally.

The wildfires raced down the mountains, eviscerating ev-
erything in their path: homes, condominiums, chalets, cabins, 
apartments, businesses, automobiles. YouTube was populated 
with harrowing cellphone videos of people fleeing, blinded by 
thick, suffocating smoke, many of them unsure if they would 
make it out alive. Some of them described the situation as es-
caping the “gates of hell” and running through “rivers of flame.”

As a stream of vehicles exited Gatlinburg and surrounding 
areas, shelters were set up to accommodate those displaced, 
which numbered as many as 2,000 at one point. Evacuees were 
receiving food, clothing and other help in shelters set up by the 

Some Fleeing Scene of Wildfires  
Describe it as Escaping ‘Gates of Hell’

American Red Cross, said Father Andres Cano, pastor of Holy 
Cross.

“Many people are showing solidarity and generosity toward 
the people affected by the fires,” he said, adding that “there is 
a longtime recovery ahead for the people and the local com-
munity.”

Father Cano was assessing the impact of the wildfires on his 
parish. As of Dec. 1, the parish knew of one family that lost their 
home to fire, but more could be affected. He also said parish-
ioners’ employers in and around Gatlinburg were affected, and 
those parishioners are now out of work.

Knoxville Bishop Richard F. Stika has been working with 
volunteers from around the diocese to get assistance to the 
Gatlinburg and Pigeon Forge communities.

On Dec. 1, the bishop announced a $25,000 grant for fire 
victims through the Diocese of Knoxville’s St. Mary’s Legacy 
Foundation. The $25,000 grant is in addition to $735,000 that 
the St. Mary’s Legacy Foundation will be distributing to chari-
ties and nonprofit groups throughout eastern Tennessee in 2017.

“What happened in the Gatlinburg area was unexpected, and 
each day we’re hearing about more lives lost, more property 
destroyed, and more heartache for many, many people. The St. 
Mary’s Legacy Foundation has a very precise way of evaluating 
grant distributions before they’re announced. In this case, the 
foundation felt it was best to react to this tragedy immediately,” 
Bishop Stika said.

“The St. Mary’s Legacy Foundation also recognizes that 
many communities across our entire diocese have been affected 
by wildfires, and more recently, tornadoes. For this reason, the 
$25,000 grant will be channeled into our diocesan Fund for 
Wildfire Victims. We want to make sure we can help everyone 
who needs assistance,” he added.

East Tennesseans began donating needed items to the Sevier 
County relief effort early Nov. 29, and those donations continue. 

Sacred Heart Cathedral in Knoxville began a drive to collect 
bottled water, food, and clothing that has turned into a multi-
day effort. Those donated goods were delivered to the National 

Guard armory in Sevier County, just outside of Pigeon Forge, 
where Guard troops are assisting in the relief effort. Diocese of 
Knoxville schools also took part in collecting donations.

Bishop Stika said offers for assistance were coming in from 
around the country, including from Archbishop Paul D. Etienne 
of Anchorage, Alaska, who chairman of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops’ Subcommittee on the Catholic Home Mis-
sions, and the Archdiocese of New Orleans. He said Archbishop 
Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville, Kentucky, has helped in getting 
information out about the relief effort.

“It just shows that the Catholic Church is the face and hands 
of Jesus, and that we do together what we can’t do by ourselves. 
Together, with the Holy Spirit, we can overcome anything,” 
Bishop Stika said.

The diocese is accepting donations online for its assistance 
fund at http://tinyurl.com/j6gf2wd. All parishes and mission 
churches in the diocese were asked to hold a special collection 
at Masses the weekend of Dec. 3-4 for relief efforts.

The wildfires damaged or destroyed more than 700 homes 
and businesses, including about 300 buildings Gatlinburg and 
about another 400 in Pigeon Forge.

Sevier County native Dolly Parton announced her My People 
Foundation will give $1,000 a month in assistance to people 
affected by the wildfires that also destroyed a number of cabins 
near the Dollywood theme park. The theme park itself was not 
damaged in the fires, according to Dollywood officials.

Father David Boettner, rector of Knoxville’s Sacred Heart 
Cathedral, also was working to get assistance to St. Mary’s and 
Holy Cross parishioners.

He is confident the popular tourist destination will rebound.   
“It is tourism that built this area and it is tourism that will 

bring it back,” Father Boettner said. “Dolly Parton, to her cred-
it, has reinvested in her home community. The immediate need 
was emergency assistance. Now that has shifted to long-term 
needs, getting people back into housing, to get these folks back 
on their feet and rebuilding the community.”

Burned buildings and cars are seen Dec. 1 in Gatlinburg, Tenn., in the aftermath of wildfires.  
Raging wildfires fueled by high winds claimed the lives of at least seven people, forced the evacuation  
of thousands, including Father Antony Punnackal of St. Mary’s Church, and damaged hundreds of  
buildings in the popular mountain resort town. 

CNS/COURTESY TENNESSEE HIGHWAY PATROL, VIA REUTERS
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Pope Francis has  
recognized the  
martyrdom of  
Father Stanley  
Rother of the  
Archdiocese of  
Oklahoma City,  
making him the 
first martyr born 
in the United 
States. Father 
Rother is  
pictured in an  
undated file 
photo. 

Catholic News Service

Pope Francis has recognized the martyrdom 
of Father Stanley Rother of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City, making him the first martyr born 
in the United States.

The Vatican made the announcement Dec. 2. 
The recognition of his martyrdom clears the way 
for his beatification.

Father Rother, born March 27, 1935, on his 
family’s farm near Okarche, Oklahoma, was bru-
tally murdered July 28, 1981, in a Guatemalan 
village where he ministered to the poor.

He went to Santiago Atitlan in 1968 on assign-
ment from the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 
He helped the people there build a small hospi-
tal, school and its first Catholic radio station. He 
was beloved by the locals, who called him “Padre 
Francisco.”

Many priests and religious in Guatemala be-
came targets during the country’s 1960-1996 civil 
war as government forces cracked down on leftist 
rebels supported by the rural poor.

The bodies of some of Father Rother’s deacons 
and parishioners were left in front of his church 
and soon he received numerous death threats over 
his opposition to the presence of the Guatemalan 
military in the area.

Though he returned to Oklahoma for a brief pe-
riod, he returned to the Guatemalan village to re-
main with the people he had grown to love during 
the more than dozen years he lived there.

He was gunned down at the age of 46 in the 
rectory of his church in Santiago Atitlan. Govern-
ment officials there put the blame on the Catholic 
Church for the unrest in the country that they said 
led to his death. On the day he died, troops also 
killed 13 townspeople and wounded 24 others in 
Santiago Atitlan, an isolated village 50 miles west 
of Guatemala City.

Many priests and religious lost their lives and 
thousands of civilians were kidnapped and killed 
during the years of state-sponsored oppression in 
the country.

While his body was returned to Oklahoma, his 
family gave permission for his heart and some 
of his blood to be enshrined in the church of the 
people he loved and served. A memorial plaque 
marks the place.

Father Rother was considered a martyr by the 
church in Guatemala and his name was included 
on a list of 78 martyrs for the faith killed during 
Guatemala’s 36-year-long civil war. The list of 
names to be considered for canonization was sub-
mitted by Guatemala’s bishops to St. John Paul II 
during a pastoral visit to Guatemala in 1996.

Because Father Rother was killed in Guatema-
la, his cause should have been undertaken there. 
But the local church lacked the resources for such 
an effort. The Guatemalan bishops’ conference 
agreed to a transfer of jurisdiction to the Okla-
homa City archdiocese.

Pope Recognizes 
Martyrdom of  

Oklahoma Priest 
Killed in Guatemala

CNS/TOM TRACY
Local Cubans listen to Miami Archbishop Thomas G. Wenski celebrate Mass Nov. 
26 at the Our Lady of Charity National Shrine in Miami. The death of former Cuban 
leader Fidel Castro triggered both excitement and a more subdued reaction among 
Cuban exiles in Miami. 

By Ana Rodriguez-Soto 
Catholic News Service

While many celebrated 
loudly on the streets, the 
death of Fidel Castro 
triggered a more subdued 
reaction among the Cu-
ban exiles who attended 
the noon Mass Nov. 26 
at the National Shrine of 
Our Lady Charity.

“Today is a day like 
any other,” Luis Guti-
errez told the Florida 
Catholic, Miami’s archdi-
ocesan newspaper. “The 
fact that ‘el caballo’ has 
died means nothing.”

Gutierrez used the 
Cuban slang – “caballo,” 
or horse – for Castro, 
whose death had been 
announced earlier that 
morning. The 90-year-
old reportedly died late 
at night Nov. 25. But his 
57-year-old regime continues to rule Cuba, with his 
younger brother, Raul Castro, now at the helm.

That is why, despite the joy on the streets of Little 
Havana, Westchester and Hialeah, the death of Fidel 
Castro in 2016 means much less than it would have 
in 1976 or even 2006. An oppressive regime still 
shackles basic freedoms on the island, keeping a 
stranglehold on a beleaguered economy.

In 1976, Cuba’s Communist Party approved a new 
socialist constitution and Fidel was elected president. 
Before that, starting in 1959, he was prime minister 
following the successful revolution he led to over-
turn the Batista regime. In 2006, while he underwent 
intestinal surgery, Fidel temporarily turned over 
power to younger brother Raul. He resigned in 2008 
and Cuba’s National Assembly named Raul the new 
president. Raul, now 85, was re-elected in 2013.

“[Fidel’s] been out of it for 10 years. It’s his broth-
er and the clique that surrounds him,” said Gutierrez, 
noting that he has been coming to noon Mass at the 
shrine every Saturday for decades.  

“She brought me,” he said, referring to Cuba’s 
beloved patroness, Our Lady of Charity.

Gutierrez is not exaggerating. He is the man who, 
at age 22, smuggled her image into Miami on her 
feast day, Sept. 8, 1961. Nearly 10,000 exiles wel-
comed her that night during an emotional Mass at 
Bobby Maduro Stadium, which has since been torn 
down.

Her presence provided a spiritual boost to the early 
exiles and ultimately resulted in the construction of 
the shrine – known as La Ermita – along Biscayne 
Bay. It remains a beacon of Cuban faith and patrio-
tism, and also a place where exiles and immigrants 
from all the nations of Latin America come to give 
thanks or seek Mary’s intercession.

“I pray the Rosary every day,” Gutierrez said, add-
ing that his prayers that day remained the same. “I 
pray for my family and for freedom in Cuba.”

His feelings were echoed by Marizol and Alfredo 
Mendez, who also come to the shrine every Saturday, 
out of devotion to Mary and to spend some time “in 
peace,” as he put it.

“It’s a relief, a new dawn,” said Alfredo of Castro’s 
passing.

He and Marizol left Cuba for Spain and arrived in 
the U.S. five years later, in 1978. They have never 
gone back.

As for Fidel’s death, Marizol noted, “We got rid of 
the horse but the saddle remains.”

For the Mendezes and all the others celebrating 
on the streets or marking the day quietly at home, 
Castro’s death caused memories to surface: of lives 
interrupted or ended, of courage and sacrifices made, 
of parents and grandparents who longed to see this 
day but died before doing so.

Alfredo Mendez recalled the violent, early days of 
Castro’s revolution, when priests and religious were 
persecuted. He personally sheltered one of them: 
Father Feliciano del Vals of the Church of San Juan 
de Letran in Havana’s El Vedado neighborhood.

The priest was among thousands arrested in the 
days prior to the Bay of Pigs invasion in 1961, a 
failed effort backed by the United States, Mendez 

For Cuban Exiles, Painful Memories  
Mix with Relief at Castro’s Death
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said, and held for two weeks in miserable conditions 
at the Blanquita Theater in Havana. After the inva-
sion, the priest found refuge for 40 days with Men-
dez’s family.

After a futile search for asylum in a foreign embas-
sy, he was rearrested, put on a ship, the Covadonga, 
and sent into exile in Spain with more than 100 other 
priests – including Miami Auxiliary Bishop Agustin 
Roman, the shrine’s longtime rector, who died in 
2012.

“I followed that bus the whole way,” Mendez said, 
referring to the exiled priests. Then, with resignation 
in his voice, “We have to keep waiting.”

It’s those memories, that pain, that hurt, that Father 
Fernando Heria, the shrine’s newly appointed rector, 
spoke of during his homily at the Mass. His uncle 
was killed by a Castro firing squad Sept. 16, 1961.

“Today is not a typical Saturday,” Father Heria 
said. “It’s not that we rejoice at the death of any hu-
man being, because that would be a sin. But it’s that, 
on this day, we want to turn over to God the pain we 
have carried around for more than 57 years.”

“We have to begin to heal,” Father Heria contin-
ued. “We have to go to the Almighty and turn all 
our pain over to him. Be not afraid to tell the Lord, I 
have a pain that only you can take away.”

Father Heria also spoke about the need for unity 
among the Cuban people, reminding them that Our 
Lady of Charity was “the first Cuban ‘balsera’ [raf-
ter].”

“Don’t forget,” he added. “Charity unites us. The 
maternal love of the daughter of God, of the wife of 
God, of the Mother of God, unites us.”

In that sense, said Carlos Perez, Castro’s passing is 
cause for hope, if not joy.

“He was an obstacle to reconciliation among Cu-
bans. He sowed distrust among Cubans. He sowed 
the separation of families,” said Perez, who left Cuba 
20 years ago, at the age of 43. His father left the 
island when Carlos was 11 and died in the U.S. The 
two never saw each other again.

Perez spent 17 years in Chile and Bolivia – where 
he met his wife – before coming to Miami eight 
months ago. The move here allowed him to recon-
nect with his family.

“And it was as if nothing had happened. I received 
the same tenderness as always, the same love as 
always,” he said.

Later that evening, Miami Archbishop Thomas G. 
Wenski celebrated the 8 p.m. Mass at the shrine. In 
his homily, he echoed the words in the statement he 
had issued earlier that day, when the news of Cas-
tro’s death first broke.

“The death of Fidel provokes many emotions – 
both in and outside the island. Nevertheless, beyond 
all possible emotions, the passing of this figure 
should lead us to invoke the patroness of Cuba, Our 
Lady of Charity, asking her for peace for Cuba and 
its people,” the archbishop said. “May our holy Lady 
of Charity listen to her people and hasten for Cuba 
the hour of its reconciliation in truth, accompanied 
by freedom and justice.”
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Bishop Invested into Equestrian  
Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem

Bishop Ronald Gainer was invested into the Equestrian Order of the Holy 
Sepulchre of Jerusalem Nov. 18 at St. Patrick Cathedral in New York City. He 
is shown in the submitted photo with John and Maria DiSanto, Knight and 
Lady Commander in the order, respectively, and members of Holy Name of 
Jesus Parish in Harrisburg. 

The Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem originated in 
1099, when St. Godfrey de Bouillion, a leader of the First Crusade, called 
forth Knights to guard the Tomb of Christ. Pope Paschal II formally approved 
the Order of the Knights of the Holy Sepulchre in 1113.

Membership in the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem is 
one of the highest papal awards conferred on those who have done meritori-
ous work for the Church. Today, the order preserves and spreads the faith in 
the Holy Land by providing support to its parishes, schools and other projects.

Catholic Women Hold Annual  
Religious Appreciation Dinner 

The Annual Appreciation Dinner hosted by the Council of Catholic Women 
was held at Mary, Gate of Heaven Parish in Myerstown, recently, with more 
than 150 in attendance. The speaker for the event was Father Robert Berger, 
pastor of Mary, Gate of Heaven. Special guest was Marge Schmader, president 
of the Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic Women.

Father Berger, before being assigned to the Myerstown parish, spent 25 
years as an Army Chaplain. He served in Vietnam, Korea and Germany. At the 
time of his retirement from military service, he had earned the rank of Colo-
nel. His topic for the evening was reminding us to honor our veterans and to 
remember them in our prayers.

Shown from left in the photo are Father Berger, Anne Hasting, Marie-Ber-
nadette Plum and Marge Schmader.

Good Shepherd School  
to Raffle 2017 Lexus SUV

Fill the stockings of your loved ones with a chance to win a new Lexus! Good 
Shepherd School (a preschool through 8th grade Catholic school in Camp Hill) 
is excited to announce the launch of its Dream Car Raffle. The grand prize will 
be a new 2017 Lexus NX200t SUV (MSRP $44,677) from Bobby Rahal Lexus. 
The winner may select the vehicle color of their choice from in stock vehicles 
at the time of the auction. The grand prize winner may elect to select a $35,000 
cash prize in lieu of the new Lexus. Two second-place prizes of $500 each will 
be awarded as well as three $100 third-place prizes.  

There are only 4000 tickets available for the auction. Tickets can be purchased 
for $25 each or five tickets for $100. Early interest suggests that tickets will sell 
out well before the raffle on February 25. Don’t miss out on this opportunity to 
win a new Lexus or $35,000 for only a $25 investment. After covering the cost 
of the vehicle, printing, and marketing, all proceeds will benefit students at Good 
Shepherd School. Proceeds will be used to support financial aid for Catholic 
students and to enhance technology access for our students.  

Tickets are available for purchase from Good Shepherd School, 3400 Market 
Street, Camp Hill, PA 17011. You may visit the school’s Web site to reserve 
your tickets and see official rules at www.gsschpa.org/Lexus. Once tickets are 
reserved, you will have 10 school days to send in your check or money order 
to the school. Call Good Shepherd School with any questions at 717-737-7261.

The names of the following de-
ceased persons have been submitted 
by their parishes. Please remember 
in your prayers the happy repose of 
these recently departed souls and the 
consolation of their loved ones.

ABBOTTSTOWN – Immaculate 
Heart of Mary: Mary Lou Rutty.

ANNVILLE – St. Paul the Apostle: 
Patrick Heffner, Helen Jean Klatchko, 
Tam Chon Luong, Charles Prosser.

BERWICK – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Oldelina Batres, 
Melvin Eddinger, Joseph Kliss.

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: 
Howard E. McKinnon.

BLUE RIDGE SUMMIT – St. 
Rita: Louella Sappington.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: 
Murray Huber, Bernadine “Penny” 
Klingensmith,Anne Theresa Sawyer.

CATAWISSA – Our Lady of Mercy: 
Stella Danuinas.

CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus 
Christi: Jeremy David Barnhart,  
Elizabeth J. Cowan, Eleanore Marie 
(Leskanic) Schmid.

COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady 
of Hope: Charles Furdalewicz, Diane 
Haines, Chesteria Purcell.

ELIZABETHTOWN – St. Peter: 
Walther Ortega.

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis 
Xavier: Sarah Funt, José Antonio  
Tavar Campuzano, Eric Zimmer.

GREENCASTLE – St. Mark: 
Charles J. Gentile.

HANOVER – St. Joseph: Joseph 
Farber; St. Vincent de Paul: Darla 
Kuhn, Philip Meckley, Marie Nissley.

HARRISBURG – St. Catherine 
Labouré: David Miller; St. Francis 
of Assisi: Joseph Williams, Jr.; St. 
Margaret Mary: Louis C. Adams, Lois 
Mavretic,Nicholas Mistishen.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: Rose 
Rippon, Mary Vieli Whisler.

LANCASTER – Assumption BVM: 
Joseph Fulginiti; St. John Neumann: 
Louis Bibri, Joanna Brommer, Mary 
Louise Elsen, Cathy Engledow, Jay 
Keller, Phyllis Newton, Helen Yoder; 
St. Joseph: Timothy K. Hoar, Helen 
McAneny, Oliver Ogden, Mark Reiff, 
Alice M. Southward.

MANHEIM – St. Richard: Daniel 
Lindsey, Donna Marie Simpson.

MCSHERRYSTOWN –  
Annunciation BVM: Philip B. Staub.

MECHANICSBURG – St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton: Albert Fazio; St. 
Joseph: Andrew Hereshko, William 
Lantzy, Patricia Petura.

MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the 
Apostle: Denis Foley III, Helen  
Hackman, Filomena Landi, Helen  
McAneny, Loretta Mitchell, Dorothy 
Purcell.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine 
Redeemer: John Mekulski.

NEW FREEDOM – St. John the 
Baptist: Walter P. Collins, Marshall 
Houck.

SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini: 
Thomas Donahue, Violet Haile, Mary 
Kulick, Josephine Maliszewski, Anna 
Pincoski, John Quinn, Ellen Wurster.

YORK – St. Joseph: Andrew “Skip” 
Bacha, Lily Anne Dettinger, Josephine 
Surdich; St. Patrick: Michael Gavitt, 
Sharon Wilt; St. Rose of Lima: Frank 
Accardo, Kathleen Kuba, Catherine 
Lankford, Hugh Phillips, Sr.

Sister Elizabeth  
Therese Lutter

Sister Elizabeth Therese Lutter, a 
member of the Sisters of St. Francis of 
Philadelphia for 66 years, died in Assisi 
House in Aston, Pa., on Nov. 29. She 
was 87.

Born Theresa Sophia Lutter in New 
Freedom, she was a member of St. John 
the Baptist Parish there and a graduate 
of York Catholic High School. She en-
tered her religious community in 1947. 
Sister Elizabeth studied nursing at St. 
Joseph Hospital in Philadelphia and 
earned a degree in nursing from the 
Catholic University of America and in 
pediatrics from Indiana University.

Sister Elizabeth ministered primarily 
in healthcare. During her 29 years in 
the Diocese of Harrisburg she served at 
St. Joseph Hospital in Lancaster as pe-
diatric supervisor, pediatric instructor, 
director of pastoral care and volunteer. 
She also ministered in the Archdiocese 
of Philadelphia and in the dioceses of 
Allentown, Trenton and Wilmington. 
She retired in 2011 and moved to Assisi 
House in Aston.

The funeral Mass was celebrated at 
Assisi House on Dec. 2. Burial was in 
Our Lady of Angels Cemetery in Aston.

Sister Patricia Lawlor
Sister Patricia Lawlor, formerly Sis-

ter Mary Philomena, a Sister of Charity 
for 68 years, died Nov. 25 at the age of 
87.

Born in Manhattan, she entered the 
Congregation of the Sisters of Char-
ity of New York in 1948, and received 
a degree in English from the College 
of Mount Saint Vincent, a master’s in 
English from the Catholic University 
of America, and a master’s in Religious 
Studies from Manhattan College. 

Sister Patricia spent many years in 
education ministry. In the Diocese of 
Harrisburg, she taught at Trinity High 
School in Camp Hill from 1964-1967, 
as well as at schools in New York. Fol-
lowing the sudden death of a dear sister 
friend, Sister Patricia felt called to hos-
pital ministry, and she worked in hospi-
tal pastoral care from 1986 until her re-
tirement in 2000. She continued in this 
ministry as a volunteer until 2006, when 
she moved to Mount Saint Vincent Col-
lege, Bronx, where she lived until 2014. 
In 2016, she moved to Cabrini Nursing 
Center in Dobbs Ferry, N.Y.

The funeral Mass was celebrated in 
the Convent at Mount Saint Vincent on 
Dec. 1. Burial was in St. Joseph Cem-
etery in Yonkers, N.Y.

Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in December 
during the past 25 years:
Father Stephen Rolko, 1993
Msgr. Joseph Bradley, 1996
Father John Aurentz, 1996
Father Vitale Leonard Casey, 1997
Father Joseph Blascovich, 1999
Father Robert Kobularik, 1999
Deacon Michael Lydon Sr., 1999
Deacon Charles Rebuck, 2005
Father Thomas Hemler, 2006
Father Thomas M. McLernon, 
2009
Father Paul Aumen, C.PP.S., 2010
Msgr. Leo Bierster, 2011
Msgr. Robert C. Gribbin, 2013
Deacon Sabino “Sam” Moschella, 
2013
Father Joseph H. Fennessy, 2015.
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Spiritual Offerings
Children’s Eucharistic Adoration will be held every 

Tuesday in Advent from 4-5 p.m. at St. Joseph Adoration 
Chapel, Lower Church, 440 Saint Joseph Street, Lancaster. 
Prayer will be led by catechist, Patricia Wang. For more 
information and questions, call 717-396-0635 (8 a.m.-8 p.m.) 
All ages and abilities welcome.

A Rosary for World Peace is prayed on the third Sat-
urday of each month in the Littlestown Historical Square at 
the intersection of King and Queen Streets at noon. The next 
date is December 17. Join us to invoke Our Lady of Fatima 
for Her protection for our country and the world.

Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated De-
cember 18 at 2 p.m. at St. Catherine Labouré Church in 
Harrisburg. Confessions are heard in English and Polish 
after every Mass.

Pilgrimages and Retreats
Join a pilgrimage to Italy being sponsored by the 

National Council of Catholic Women from March 28 to 
April 7, 2017. Individuals, couples, families, and friends are 
all welcome. The trip includes: roundtrip flights from New 
York JFK, breakfast and dinner daily, admission to all sites 
as per itinerary, first class hotel accommodations for 4 nights 
in Rome, 2 nights in Venice, 2 nights in Florence, 1 night in 
Assisi, Daily Mass celebrated by our chaplain Father James 
Stembler, visits to Padua, Siena, Orvieto, and more for 
$3,690 per person/double occupancy ($550 supplement for 
single room). For complete details on this pilgrimage, con-
tact: George’s International Tours, (800) 566-7499, sales@
georgesintl.com, or Karen Hurley at k.m.hurley1@gmail.com.

Two nuns from the Hermitage of St. Francis Retreat 
Center in Fairfield will conduct an Advent Mini Retreat 
Saturday, Dec. 10, at Xavier Center, 465 Table Rock Rd. in 
Gettysburg, entitled “At The Center Of Our Longing.” Begin-
ning with Mass celebrated at 8 a.m. by Father Daniel Mitzel, 
Pastor of St. Francis Xavier Parish, the retreat will conclude 
at noon. The program is open to the community at large and 
will be free of charge. A free will offering will be received. 
“We are delighted to welcome back Sisters Thelma Steiger 
HSF and JoAnn Knight HSF,” Father Mitzel said. The center 
has been a place for learning and spiritual development for 
students at Mt. St. Mary Seminary, Emmitsburg, MD since 
1986. A new location is under construction on Tract Road, 
Fairfield, and will provide emphasis on the Contemplative 
Life. Sister Thelma Steiger has written two books of poetry, 
“First Light Of Dawn—An Eldering Hermit’s Reflection,” 
already published, and “Winter Tree—The Art Of Surrender-
ing,” awaiting publication.

Hearts Afire Parish Programs( HAPP) – St. Joseph 
Parish in York is pleased to offer “Consoling the Heart of 
Jesus,” a 10-week retreat in 2017, based on The Spiritual 
Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola. The retreat will be held 
Thursdays from 7-8:30 p.m., January 26 to April 6 (with built 
in snow day). The retreat is designed to help us become 
saints and set our hearts on fire with love of God, neighbor, 
and to inspire us to works of mercy in our families, parishes, 
and communities. Please order your materials at www.
allheartsafire.org or call 800-877-4277. Order Consoling 
Heart of Jesus Participant Packet which includes book and 
study guide (CJPPWB) $29.95. If you already have the book, 
order (CJPP)$19.95. Allow 1 week for shipping. RSVP to 
Deacon Neil crispo@sjy.org or call 755-7503 x229. Even if 
you cannot attend the retreat, join us for a night of fellowship, 
Thursday, January 19 at 7 p.m. in the St. Francis meeting 
room. A viewing of,  The Face of Mercy” on St. Faustina’s 
powerful visions of a merciful God, to her countryman Pope 
John Paul II who propelled the message of Divine Mercy 
onto the world stage. Weaving together theology and history 
with modern testimonials and visual effects, this stirring film 
creates a remarkable tapestry of what constitutes the face of 
mercy in our modern world.

Mark your calendar now for January 21, 2017 from 
9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. and plan to join other women from 
our Harrisburg Diocese for a few special hours including 
Mass, prayer, knitting/crocheting, fellowship and lunch! We 
warmly invite you to take advantage of this opportunity to 
come together and share your handiwork, touching stories 
and the thank you notes you received from recipients of 
prayer shawls created for comfort and caring in this beauti-
ful ministry. You are most welcome to attend even if you are 
a beginner or just want to be part of this time of fellowship 
and sharing. Please bring any prayer shawls and patterns 
you wish to display or share. We will add the patterns to our 
Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic Women website at 
http://hdccw.webs.com/prayer-shawl-ministry. While the pro-
gram is free, advance registration is required so that we can 
arrange a comfortable work area and plan for lunch. Please 
call Kathy Kokoski at 717-448-8899 or Deb Black at 717-
514-8815 to reserve your space or e-mail your reservation 
to them at kakoko120@comcast.net or mvdb01@verizon.
net. Deadline is Friday, January 6, 2017. Please make your 
reservation early as space is limited. 

You are invited to join Father Steven Fauser on a 
Pilgrimage to Poland and the Czech Republic from 
September 18-28, 2017. Tour includes: Daily Mass, profes-
sional local guides, accommodation in First Class hotels 
(two nights in Warsaw, four nights in Krakow, three nights in 
Prague), breakfast and dinner daily, land transportation by 
private deluxe motorcoach, roundtrip motorcoach trans-
portation from Elizabethtown to Washington Dulles Airport, 
roundtrip airfare from Washington Dulles on Air France, and 
more, for $3,495 per person/double occupancy. For com-
plete details please contact Karen Hurley at k.m.hurley1@
gmail.com or George’s International Tours at (800) 566-
7499, sales@georgesintl.com or visit www.georgesintl.com.

Fundraisers and Events
“Young Women of Grace, Embrace your Femininity,” 

a study program created by Women of Grace for girls ages 
12-17, is coming to Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Har-
risburg. In this study, our Catholic Daughters will discover 
their purpose and mission in the world! An informational 
meeting is scheduled on Sunday, December 11 at 2 p.m. in 
the former Holy Name of Jesus Church. For further ques-
tions, contact Chris Arnold at 717-379-6041 or carnold@
womenofgrace.com or Ann Marie Lapkowicz at 717-657-
3665 or annmarie622@gmail.com.  

St. Francis Xavier Catholic School will be holding its 
Fourth Annual Noreen Neitz Memorial 10K and 5K Run 
and Sufficiently Radical 1 mile walk on Saturday, Decem-
ber 17. We are pleased to announce the addition of a 10K 
route! The 10K and 5K race will begin at 10 a.m. and the 
1-mile walk will begin at 11:30 a.m. Same day registra-
tion will be accepted beginning at 8 a.m. Pre-registration 
is strongly encouraged and t-shirts are guaranteed for all 
runners and walkers registered by Friday, December 2. 
Pre-registration information can be found on the school 
development website, St. Francis Xavier Development 
Website or www.parunners.com. The race and walk will 
begin and end at St. Francis Xavier Catholic School, Xavier 
Center at 465 Table Rock Road, Gettysburg. Noreen Neitz 
was the spiritual leader of the St. Francis Xavier youth 
group and a strong advocate for service to others when 
she lost her battle with cancer on July 10, 2013. Proceeds 
from this event will be divided equally between the St. 
Francis Xavier School Development fund and the Noreen 
Neitz Scholarship Fund for 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students 
attending St. Francis Xavier Catholic School who show ser-
vice to the community and are active members of the parish 
and its youth group. Those interested in more information 
or sponsorship opportunities should call St. Francis Xavier 
Catholic School at 717-334-4221, visit the school website 
at www.sfxs.org/development or e-mail the St. Francis 
Xavier Development Office at kbrainard@sfxs.org. All 10K 
finishers will receive a medal. This year’s 5k race will again 
award pies to the three top winners in each age category. 
The overall top finishers (male and female) of the 10K and 
5K will receive pies and cash prizes. The awards will be 
distributed at approximately 11:15am prior to the 11:30 one-
mile walk. Registered 10K and 5K runners can join the walk 
at no additional charges.

December 2016 Theology on Tap - Harrisburg: 
Bishop Gainer answers your hot button questions. You 
asked and Bishop Ronald Gainer, the eleventh and current 
bishop of the Diocese of Harrisburg, responded. Enjoy a 
relaxing social setting with other young adults in their 20s-
30s who are interested in topics of faith and contemporary 
issues directly affecting their lives. Join Theology on Tap 
– Harrisburg on Thursday, December 15 on the 2nd floor of 
Capital Gastropub, 310 N. 2nd Street, Harrisburg PA 17101 
at 7:30 p.m. for answers to some of your burning questions 
about Catholicism and the diocese posed to Bishop Gainer 
from last month’s ToT event. Dinner and drinks begin at 7 
p.m. Parking is free after 7 p.m., and the venue is handicap 
accessible. Theology on Tap – Harrisburg meets every 
third Thursday of the month at Capital Gastropub. For more 
information, follow us on Facebook at /Groups/Harrisburg-
TOT or totharrisburg.com.

St. Rita’s annual Christmas Mart will be held on Satur-
day December 10, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at St Rita’s Church 
Hall at 13219 Monterey Lane in Blue Ridge Summit. Live 
green wreaths, swags, & centerpieces, baked goods, crafts, 
items from Christmas Past & religious items, art & jewelry 
as well as lunch will be available. Questions, call Diane at 
717-765-6509.

Trinity High School’s New Student Information Night 
and Early Registration will be held on Tuesday, December 
13 at 7p.m. at Trinity High School in Camp Hill. All new reg-
istrants will receive a Class of 2021 t-shirt and a chance to 
win the $500 tuition credit raffle. Questions? E-mail Devon 
Ban, Director of Admissions, at dban@thsrocks.us.

The Shamrock Showcase Basketball Tournament will 
take place on December 29 and December 30 at Trinity 
High School in Camp Hill. Come and see two full days of 
exciting games, as Trinity hosts and takes on five other PA 
boys’ basketball teams. Tickets purchased at the door. Cost 
is $8-adults, $5-students. Your one price ticket includes all 
three games for the day! Visit www.thsrocks.us for more 
information.

ESL Classes will be offered three times a week at St. 
Vincent de Paul Parish in Hanover, starting Thursday, De-
cember 1. Classes are Monday and Thursday morning from 
9-10:30 a.m. and on Thursday evening from 7-8:30 p.m. 
Our teachers are motivated and ready to help you learn the 
English language. For further information, please contact 
Judith E. Ciancio at juditheciancio@comcast.net or 717-
476-0405. 

A partir del jueves, 1 de diciembre de 2016, las clases 
de ESL se ofrecerán tres veces por semana en la iglesia 
St. Vincent de Paul, 220 Third Street. Las clases son lunes 
y jueves por la mañana de 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. y el jueves por 
la noche de 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. Nuestros profesores están mo-
tivados y listos para ayudarle a aprender el idioma Inglés. 
Para más información, favor de comunicarse con Judith E. 
Ciancio a juditheciancio@comcast.net o al 717-476-0405.

Instruments and voices come together at York 
Catholic High School’s Christmas Concerts. The senior 
high concert is Sunday, December 11, at 6 p.m., and the 
junior high concert is Wednesday, December 14, at 7 p.m. 
Celebrate the season and enjoy the sounds of holiday spirit!  
ork Catholic is located at 601 E. Springettsbury Avenue. 
Admission is free.

Lessons and Carols with a living Creche will be held 
on December 18 at 6:30p.m. at St. Joseph Catholic Church, 
400 East Simpson St. Mechanicsburg. For more informa-
tion, contact Justin Myers, Pastoral Musician, at pastoral-
musician@stjosephmech.org or 717-649-9335.

Jody Cole will be conducting 2 icon writing (painting) 
workshops this winter: Tuesdays beginning Jan. 10 at St. 
Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg and Thursdays beginning 
Jan. 12 at St. Patrick Parish in Carlisle. Each class will 
meet in the evenings for 3 hours for 8 consecutive weeks. 
The icons being written are Our Lady of Fatima or St. 
Patrick. The cost is $150. All supplies are included. More 
information is available by calling Jody at 717-919-8791 or 
e-mailing jcoleicons@aol.com.

CRS Global Fellows are priests and deacons who 
have been trained and vetted to represent Catholic Relief 
Services in dioceses across the United States. They are 
available to deliver homilies, give presentations and train-
ings at large community events, and speak during school 
assemblies or during a weekend liturgy. They will describe, 
firsthand, the work of CRS and provide concrete examples 
of how you can help CRS end poverty around the world. 
Deacon Tom Aumen of St. Joseph Parish in Hanover is a 
Global Fellow with CRS. He can be reached at the parish at 
717-637-5236. 

Job opportunities
Immediate opening for a part-time parish secretary 

at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Cornwall. This 
position requires a positive, friendly, mature, detail-oriented 
people-person with above average keyboard skills, excel-
lent organizational and interpersonal skills with the ability 
to understand and follow instructions, as well as work 
independently. Trustworthiness, reliability, willingness to 
maintain confidentiality and the ability to complete routine 
and delegated assignments in a timely manner are es-
sential. The person should possess an overall knowledge of 
general office procedures, and possess excellent spelling 
and grammatical skills. The person should be proficient in 
Microsoft applications, most especially Word, Publisher, 
Outlook and Excel. As a visible representative of the parish 
and sometimes the only person in the parish office, this 
person will need to put the interests of the parish first in 
all actions and communication with others. Cordial and 
effective communication with priests, parishioners, vendors, 
committee members, officers of church councils and Dioc-
esan office personnel is an ongoing necessity.   Job hours 
are Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Educational and 
work experience requirements include; high school diploma, 
preferably with business curriculum. Associate degree in 
office administration helpful. Two to three years of related 
work experience. Please submit your resume to the parish 
office or send to: Sacred Heart of Jesus, PO Box 136, 
Cornwall, PA 17016

St. John Neumann Parish in Lancaster is seeking 
a full time Coordinator of Youth Ministry. Candidates 
should possess an undergraduate degree in one of the 
following: education, psychology, social work; general youth 
work, theology, catechetics, or have comparable experience 
in Youth Ministry. Be a practicing and evidential Catholic 
with knowledge of faith formation for Catholic youth. Each 
candidate will need to undergo Diocesan and State clear-
ances. Be certified or willing to work towards certification in 
Youth Ministry. Résumé and cover letter can be mailed to 
the hurch address or emailed to the attention of Tom Con-
ner, Parish Manager at tconner@sjnlancaster.org.

Looking for a Parish Secretary for part-time work 
4 days a week. This position requires a mature, detail-
oriented individual with exceptional organizational and 
interpersonal skills. Must be able to work indepen-
dently. This person should possess an overall knowledge 
of general office procedures and excellent spelling and 
grammatical skills. This person should be proficient in 
Microsoft applications, especially Word, Excel, Publisher 
and Outlook. Knowledge of the sacraments a plus and prior 
secretarial experience a must. Please send applications 
to: Secretary Application c/o Holy Spirit, 245 West Pine 
Street, Palmyra, PA 17078. 
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Continuing his pastoral visits to parishes on the Sundays of 
Advent, Bishop Ronald Gainer visited two in upper Dau-

phin County on Dec. 4: Our Lady Help of Christians in Lykens 
and its mission, Sacred Heart 
of Jesus in Williamstown, 
located five miles away.

You have a very, very 
beautiful church here,” Bish-
op Gainer told the parishio-
ners of Sacred Heart during 
the Mass he celebrated there. 
“I am truly blessed to be 
here with you on the second 
Sunday of Advent.”

“Our minds gravitate to tell 
the truth. Our hearts gravi-
tate to beauty,” he remarked, 
reflecting on the Advent 
season of reconciliation and 
preparedness.

Sacred Heart was estab-
lished from Our Lady’s 
when, in 1868, Father John 
Loughran, the pastor at 
Lykens, began celebrating 
Masses for the Catholics 
in Williamstown in their homes, in the town hall, and in public 
schools.

The development of the coal industry in the Lykens Valley 
drew Catholic families to the area; most of them of Irish and Ger-
man descent.

In 1875, construction of a Catholic church in Williamstown 
began, after the laying of the cornerstone in August by Bishop 
Jeremiah Shanahan. The first Mass was celebrated in the church 
basement in November of 1875 as construction of the church 
slowly progressed. It was dedicated by Bishop Shanahan a de-
cade later. 

Sacred Heart and its members were cared for by the priests 
from Our Lady’s in Lykens, until Father Charles Kenny was ap-
pointed the first resident pastor of the Williamstown mission in 
1887. 

The Sisters of Mercy opened a grade school and a high school 
there in the early 1900s, and served the Catholic students of Wil-
liamstown and Lykens until the schools closed in 1967. 

The decrease in demand for coal after World War II resulted 
in a decreased population in the Lykens Valley. Our Lady’s and 
Sacred Heart are both under the pastorate of Father C. Anthony 
Miller. 

Bishop Makes Pastoral Visit to Sacred Heart in Williamstown

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Beth Shuttlesworth participates in 
the Mass.

A reflection of a stained-glass window depicting the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus is seen as Bishop Ronald 
Gainer delivers his homily at Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Church in Williamstown on the second Sunday of 
Advent.

Bishop Ronald Gainer joins clergy and servers in prayer prior to the start of Mass. From left are 
Deacon Tom Lang, Bishop Gainer, lector Joe Mihalick, servers Johnathan Brown, Beth Kohr and 
Brent Reinoehl, Father C. Anthony Miller and Deacon George Garber.

Jack Clouser greets  
Deacon Tom Lang after 
Mass, as the church  
doors offer a message 
particularly pertinent in 
this Advent season.
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