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An ecumenical conference aimed at invigorating 
Christian churches in rethinking their ministry to 
families will be hosted by the Diocese of Harrisburg 
this March.

Known as the “Fresh Expressions” conference, the 
event is being hosted by the Diocese of Harrisburg, 
and will feature ten plenary speakers, including Bish-
op Ronald Gainer, Msgr. Renzo Bonetti, Dr. Marga-
ret McCarthy, Rev. Dr. Tory Baucum and Christopher 
West, among others.

Now in its fourth year as a national gathering, the 
conference will be co-hosted by “Fresh Expressions,” 
an international ecumenical movement that cultivates 
new kinds of church experiences alongside existing 
congregations to more effectively engage Christians.

The two-day conference, to be held March 16 and 
17 at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg, prom-
ises to offer attendees a unique opportunity to refresh 
their own faith while gaining wisdom in service for 
those to whom they minister. 

It is particularly aimed for clergy, directors/coordi-
nators of religious education, youth ministers, educa-

tors and those who minister to married couples and 
families.

“The Fresh Expressions Conference is a wonderful 
ecumenical experience focusing our attention on the 
family as the center and a source for evangelization,” 
said Bishop Gainer. “Too often, we look at the family 
as a problem to be fixed. Fresh Expressions sees the 
family as it is and its potential as a powerful center 
for evangelization.  

“I have participated in a Fresh Expressions confer-
ence and found it to be enlightening and energizing,” 
the bishop continued. “This will be the first time that 
a Catholic diocese has served as the host for a con-
ference. It will be a rich blessing to be together with 
other Christians to pray and learn together.”

Plenary speakers at the conference include Catholic 
and Protestant leaders and thinkers: Bishop Ronald 
Gainer, Msgr. Renzo Bonetti, Founder of the Mistero 
Grande Project in Verona Italy; Rev. Dr. Tory Baucm, 
Rector of Truro Anglican Church in Fairfax, Va.; Dr. 
Margaret McCarthy, Assistant Professor of Theologi-
cal Anthropology, Pontifical John Paul II Institute for 
Studies on Marriage and Family; Christopher West 
and Bill Donoghy of the Theology of the Body In-
stitute in Philadelphia; author Frederica Mathewes-

Green; Dr. Ben Witherington, Professor of New 
Testament for Doctoral Studies, Asbury Theo-
logical Seminary; Rev. Don Coleman, Co-Pas-
tor of East End Fellowship in Richmond, Va.; 
and Rev. Bruxy Cavey, Pastor of The Meeting 
House in Oakville, Ontario, Canada.

The Fresh Expressions group that is co-host-
ing the event works closely with the “Amore 
Project,” a Catholic venture based in Italy and 

Conference Will Re-Imagine 
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for the New Evangelization

Msgr. Mercurio Fregapane
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Msgr. Mercurio 
Fregapane died Jan. 
12 at his apartment in 
St. Petersburg, Fl. He 
was 88.

The funeral Mass 
was celebrated at 
St. Patrick Church 
in York on Jan. 19. 
Burial was in the 
Priests Circle at Holy 
Saviour Cemetery in 
York.  

“Msgr. Fregapane loved his faith, his family, and 
his brother priests, and stayed loyal to them through-
out his long life and busy ministry. He was proud to 
be a priest, proud to be Sicilian, and thrilled to serve 
God’s people any way he could,” Msgr. William J. 
King, pastor of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Me-
chanicsburg, and a longtime friend of the late priest, 
told The Catholic Witness. 

Mercurio Anthony Fregapane was born in Cattolica 
Eraclea, Sicily, and attended public schools there and 
in Agrigento, Sicily. He studied at Seminario Vesco-
vile di Agrigento for five years, and completed his 
priestly formation at St. Charles Seminary, Overbrook, 
Pa., after his family moved to York from Sicily. 

He was ordained a priest of the Diocese of Har-
risburg by Bishop George Leech on May 19, 1951. 
His early assignments were as parochial vicar at St. 
Peter Parish in Mount Carmel (1951-1953), St. 

Msgr. Fregapane 
Remembered for 

Priestly Enthusiasm
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Members of the choir from St. Francis Xavier Parish in Baltimore, Md., receive a standing ovation in appreciation for their musical talents in leading the  
congregation in praise and worship songs during the diocese’s Mass celebrating African-American faith and culture. Bishop Ronald Gainer celebrated the Mass at St. 
Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg on Jan. 15, one day before Martin Luther King, Jr., Day. See page 8 for additional coverage.
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in the 
World
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Anthony of Padua Parish in Lancaster 
(1953-1956) and St. Gertrude Parish in 
Lebanon (1956-1959). 

In 1961, he was named the Episcopal 
Vicar for the Spanish-speaking Catholics 
in the diocese. 

Msgr. Fregapane served as pastor of 
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Parish in Marietta (1964-1967), St. Peter 
Parish in Mount Carmel (1967-1971), 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Harrisburg 
(1971-1974), Mary, Gate of Heaven Par-
ish in Myerstown (1974-1976), Assump-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in 
Lancaster (1976-1983), and Holy Family 
Parish in Harrisburg (1983-1995). During 
those three decades, he continued to min-
ister to the Spanish-speaking population.

In the early 1980s, when he was pastor 
of Assumption BVM in Lancaster, he 
traveled every day to Fort Indiantown 
Gap in northern Lebanon County to meet 
with a number of Cuban immigrants there. 

In 1995, he was appointed chaplain of 
York General Hospital, and, following 
parish consolidations that year, he was 
named pastor of St. Benedict the Abbot 
Parish in Lebanon, where he served until 
his retirement from active ministry in 
2002. 

Msgr. Fregapane was appointed Honor-
ary Prelate to His Holiness Pope John 
Paul II – and given the title of monsignor 
– on April 10, 1979. He was also a Knight 
of the Equestrian Order of the Holy 
Sepulchre of Jerusalem, and an honorary 
Canon of the Cathedral in his home town 
of Agrigento, Sicily.

Father Jonathan Sawicki, pastor of 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 

Msgr. Fregapane
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Virgin Mary Parish in York, recalled the 
indelible impression that Msgr. Fregapane 
first left on him as a 10-year-old altar 
server in Mount Carmel. 

“I was serving as an altar boy for 40 
Hours at St. Paul’s in Atlas, and I walked 
into the church with my grandfather. 
Msgr. Fregapane stood up, extended his 
hand to him, and said, ‘I would know that 
man anywhere! Fritz Sawicki!’ And then 
my grandfather introduced me to him,” 
he recalled. “Msgr. said to me, ‘I know 
your grandparents, your mother and your 
father.’ And that was the amazing thing 
about him. He was so oriented toward 
people, and he remembered all those he 
met.”

The two would met again at Mount St. 
Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md., 
where Father Sawicki studied for the 
priesthood and Msgr. Fregapane offered 
practical lessons to the seminarians in the 
classroom.

“He shared with my class the 120 points 
of being a good priest that he had received 
from St. Charles Seminary in 1951,” Fa-
ther Sawicki said. “It was all about prac-
ticality: Meet people where they are, and 
then try to lead them. Be gentle and kind. 
Smile at people. Don’t fall into parish 
gossip. Be on time. One time he told me, 
‘Jonathan, don’t schedule parish meetings 
on Tuesdays, so that you can spend time 
with your brother priests at 40 Hours.’ He 
truly loved the priestly fraternity.”

Msgr. Fregapane and Father Sawicki 
have forged a relationship over the past 
number of years, even as Msgr. Fregapane 
headed to Florida in his retirement from 
active ministry. 

“In his retirement, he often called me 
whenever he wanted to know what was 
going on in the Diocese of Harrisburg,” 
Father Sawicki said. “And he racked up 

minutes on the phone as it got close the 
time of priestly assignments each year. He 
had clerical assignment speculation down 
to a science!”

“In his retirement, he did not stop 
serving the people,” Father Sawicki 
continued. “Up until two months ago, he 
was celebrating Sunday Masses at local 
parishes. He had a chapel in a room of 
his apartment, and would celebrate daily 
Mass there for the people in his complex 
who wanted to attend. He also gave spiri-
tual direction to the people living there.”

Msgr. King concurred: “I visited him 
in Florida several times, where his energy 
still amazed me: while I visited him for 
two days, he celebrated Mass in three 
different parishes, visited two hospi-
tals, and attended a meeting of priests at 
the diocesan office – and energetically 
drove me around to see churches and 
museums. When I remarked that he was 
busier than many priests who were not 
retired, he responded, ‘I’m retired but still 
a priest. I’ll keep going until God stops 
me.”

Msgr. King first met Msgr. Fregapane 
while the former was on the first day of 
his assignment as a newly-ordained priest, 
and the latter was a pastor of a neighbor-
ing parish. 

“Msgr. Fregapane showed up to con-
duct a wedding rehearsal, expecting that 
my predecessor in the parish had com-
pleted all of the marriage preparation. My 
predecessor had the opposite expectation: 
that Msgr. Fregapane would have done the 
marriage preparation. With nothing com-
pleted, Msgr. Fregapane insisted that he 
and I sit down with the couple and their 
parents and complete all of the marriage 
preparation before the rehearsal,” Msgr. 
King recalled.   

The priests met again two years later, 

when Msgr. King was assigned to the 
Diocesan Offices, and to residence in 
nearby Holy Family Parish, where Msgr. 
Fregapane was pastor. 

“Once again, his energy and enthusiasm 
were my first impression of him as a pas-
tor,” Msgr. King said. “He was a polyglot, 
and when he answered the phone I never 
knew what language he would speak – 
Spanish, Italian, English, Sicilian dialect 
with his family, and even Portuguese. Of-
ten he switched among them in the same 
conversation, but always with a Sicilian 
accent. That prompted me to joke with 
him, ‘You are the only person I know who 
can be misunderstood in five languages!’”

“The first year in the Diocesan Offices 
was challenging for me. It was so dif-
ferent from parish ministry that I found 
myself becoming disillusioned and long-
ing to return to a parish. Msgr. Fregapane 
intuitively understood and became a 
good friend and mentor, talking about 
his challenges as director of diocesan 
ministry with Hispanics. It was a minis-
try he loved, because it allowed him to 
be a mentor to his brother priests and a 
shepherd of souls to many,” Msgr. King 
said. “I would return to the rectory after 
evening meetings and appointments, often 
late, and he was always waiting, eager to 
talk about our days and insisting that we 
sit to play a game of cards or dominoes.”

“He was a priest with a huge person-
ality and a huge love for the people he 
served,” he said.

Condolences may be sent to his brother 
and sisters: Mr. Joseph Fregapane, 9797 
Bardmoor Blvd., Largo, FL, 33777-2014; 
Sister Mary Veronica, OP, Dominican 
Monastery, 1834 Lititz Pike, Lancaster, 
PA, 17601; Mrs. Mary Arcuri, 2981 
Elkridge Lane, York, PA, 17404. 

By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service

Whether the new year will be good or 
not depends on us choosing to do good 
each day, Pope Francis said.

“That is how one builds peace, saying 
‘no’ to hatred and violence – with action 
– and ‘yes’ to fraternity and reconcilia-
tion,” he said Jan. 1, which the Church 
marks as the feast of Mary, Mother of 
God and as World Peace Day.

Speaking to the some 50,000 pilgrims 
gathered in St. Peter’s Square for the first 
noon Angelus of 2017, the pope referred 
to his peace day message in which he 
asked people to adopt the “style” of non-
violence for building a politics for peace.

Earlier in the day, the pope spoke of 
how maternal tenderness, hope and self-
sacrifice were the “strongest antidote” to 
the selfishness, indifference and “lack of 
openness” in the world today.

Celebrating Mass in St. Peter’s Ba-
silica, which was decorated with bright 
red anthuriums, evergreen boughs, white 
flowers and pinecones brushed with 
gold paint, the pope said that a commu-
nity without mothers would be cold and 
heartless with “room only for calculation 
and speculation.”

The pope said he learned so much 
about unconditional love, hope and be-
longing from seeing mothers who never 
stop embracing, supporting and fighting 
for what is best for their children incar-
cerated in prisons, ill in hospitals, en-
slaved by drugs or suffering from war.

“Where there is a mother, there is uni-
ty, there is belonging, belonging as chil-
dren,” he said.

Just like all mothers of the world, 
Mary, Mother of God, “protects us from 
the corrosive disease of being ‘spiritual 
orphans,’” that is when the soul feels 
“motherless and lacking the tenderness 

New Year Calls for Courage, Hope;  
No More Hatred, Selfishness, Pope Says

of God, when the sense of belonging to 
a family, a people, a land, to our God, 
grows dim.”

“This attitude of spiritual orphanhood 
is a cancer that silently eats away at and 
debases the soul,” which soon “forgets 
that life is a gift we have received – and 
owe to others – a gift we are called to 
share in this common home,” he said.

A “fragmented and divided culture” 
makes things worse, he said, leading to 

feelings of emptiness and loneliness. 
“The lack of physical and not virtual 

contact is cauterizing our hearts and 
making us lose the capacity for tender-
ness and wonder, for pity and compas-
sion,” he said, as well as making us “for-
get the importance of playing, of singing, 
of a smile, of rest, of gratitude.”

Remembering that Jesus handed his 
mother over to us “makes us smile once 
more as we realize that we are a people, 

that we belong” and can grow, that we are 
not just mere objects to “consume and be 
consumed,” that we are not “merchan-
dise” to be exchanged or inert recepta-
cles for information. “We are children, 
we are family, we are God’s people.”

Mary shows that humility and tender-
ness aren’t virtues of the weak, but of the 
strong, and that we don’t have to mis-
treat others in order to feel important, he 
said.

Pope Francis greets a family 
as they present offertory 

gifts during a Mass marking 
the feast of Mary, Mother of 
God, in St. Peter’s Basilica 

at the Vatican Jan. 1. 
CNS/PAUL HARING
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Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

Steelton K of C  
Makes History

Knights of Columbus Council #3625, Bishop Joseph T. Daley, of 
Prince of Peace Parish in Steelton has earned the distinction of Star 
Council, one of the organization’s top awards, for the 2015-2016 fra-
ternal year. The organization’s headquarters, located in New Haven, 
Conn., made the announcement. The award recognizes overall excel-
lence in the area of membership recruitment and retention, promo-
tion of the fraternal insurance program, and sponsorship of service-
oriented activities. 

Andrew C. Bacha, Grand Knight, former District Deputy and cur-
rent Diocesan Marshall, is pictured with Bishop Ronald Gainer and 
Father David Danneker, pastor of Prince of Peace Parish and Dioc-
esan Vicar General, in recognition of the council’s distinction. Bacha 
is honored to be the Grand Knight of the council and will continue to 
lead the Knights to support the parish priest, seminarians, parishio-
ners and community of Steelton. 

Since its inception date of April 1953, deactivation in 1980 and 
reactivation by Bacha in 2005, this is the first time this council has 
received the Star Council award in Steelton’s history. 

led by Msgr. Bonetti, who chal-
lenges churches to think of the 
family as the solution to the New 
Evangelization. 

Plenary workshops will focus 
on the centrality of the family in 
the New Evangelization, the so-
cial order and spiritual lives of 
the earliest Christians, re-imag-
ining the mission of the family, 
the domestic church as an agent 
of evangelization, the liturgy and 
everyday life of the family, and 
the family of God. Workshops, 
songs of worship and prayer will 
also be part of the two-day con-
ference.

“My hope is that the confer-
ence will inspire all of us who 
participate with a renewed vision 
of the family and the domestic 
church and help us to strengthen 
our ministry in support of mar-
ried and family life,” said Bishop 
Gainer. “There will be a special 
session for our clergy with Msgr. 
Renzo Bonetti, founder of the 
Amore Project, a very successful 
renewal movement in Italy, who 
will relate how that movement 
has changed lives for Christ and 
elevated the lived experiences of 
families. 

“One fruit of the conference, I 
hope, will be that those who al-
ready work in marriage and fam-
ily ministry will be encouraged 
in the work they do and find new 
approaches to enable our fami-
lies to live the Gospel more fully 
in their homes and be heralds of 
the Good News for society,” he 
added.

Additional information, a full 
schedule, and registration is 
available via a link on the Dio-
cese of Harrisburg’s Web site, 
www.hbgdiocese.org, as well as 
at www.FreshExpressionsUS.
org/AmoreLaunch. Watch future 
editions of The Catholic Witness 
for  further details.

Conference
Continued from 1

• January 22 – Celebrate Diocesan Pro-Life Mass, St. Patrick Cathedral, 
Harrisburg, 12:15 p.m.

• January 28 – Celebrate Mass for the Battle of the Buildings, York Catholic 
High School, 4 p.m. 

• January 29 – Celebrate Mass, St. Anne Church, Lancaster, 10:30 a.m.; 
Celebrate Mass and attend TET Celebration, St. Anne Church, Lancaster, 1 
p.m.

• January 31 – Attend Installation of Bishop John Barres, Rockville Centre, 
N.Y., 2 p.m.

• February 1 – Visit Harrisburg Catholic Elementary School, Holy Family 
Campus, 1 p.m.

• February 2 – Celebrate Mass at St. Catherine Labouré School, Harrisburg, 
9 a.m.

• February 5 – Celebrate Mass and Mortgage Burning, Holy Name of Jesus 
Church, Harrisburg, 10:15 a.m.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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The Perfect Prayer
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC

Special to The Witness

I need to make a public confession to you all.  
As you are well aware, the Jubilee Year of Mercy came to an end in No-

vember. During this year, I had reflected on the corporal 
and spiritual works of mercy. As the jubilee year steadily 
approached its completion, I reached 
out to individuals for ideas for the 
next topic about which I would write. 
I even asked the Holy Spirit several 
times for guidance, but did not re-
ceive an answer, at least one which 
I could discern. After weeks went 
by of several conversations with not 
only countless individuals but also with the managing edi-
tor of The Witness, we both concluded that my next series would concentrate 
on the Beatitudes found in the Gospel of Matthew.  

After we made this decision, I went on my annual retreat during mid Oc-
tober. As I was enjoying the glory of creation decorated in reds, oranges, 
yellows and greens, the hint of colder weather in the breeze and my fingers 
on the Rosary, the Holy Spirit tapped me on the shoulder and began a con-
versation with me about my next topic.   

“Can you tell me to whom does the message of The Witness truly belong?” 
To which I responded, “The people of God.”   

“But, who really is in charge of the message?” I declared, “The bishop?” 
Thinking about the question, I prayed, “Ahh, oops, that would be You!” 

“Yes, indeed! When you asked me about the topic before, did you wait for 
the answer?” I retorted, “Not really.”

“I would like you to thoughtfully and prayerfully discuss the ‘Our Fa-
ther.”

So, I got my answer as to what to write about next, and here we begin!  
In my mind’s eye, I often picture Jesus wrapped in prayer, completely 

oblivious to his surroundings, with a gentle smile on his face. After being 
watched by his disciples, one of them goes up to him and asks, “Teach us 
how to pray.” (Luke 11:1-4, Matthew 6:9-13). The prayer that Jesus shares 
with his disciples is the most commented passage of Scripture found in the 
Bible! It is rich in theology and, along with the Creed, the Ten Command-
ments, and the Sacraments, forms the basis of Christian catechesis back 
from the apostolic times! In fact, in the early Church, the entire life of prayer 
was taught to the catechumens through the study of the Our Father.

Back in 2010, I had a chance to go on a pilgrimage to Rome. While I was 
in the city, I visited the Lateran Baptistery. This is a baptistery that goes back 
to the mid 400s. As I toured this building, I could “hear” whispers of the 
catechists teaching the prayer to the catechumens. I could “hear” this prayer 
echo down through the ages, always new, always teaching us to be grounded 
where we find ourselves while looking toward Heaven.

This prayer, so fundamental to Christian spirituality, is the words spoken 
from the heart of Jesus to Abba, Daddy, God the Father. He modeled for us 
the perfect prayer … one that contains the summary of the entire Gospel.

I am truly surprised I didn’t start at this point sooner! Enjoy!
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network 

Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for 
Wives in the Diaconate Program. An educator for 29 years, she is responsi-
ble for Professional Development Programs for every age learner. Through 
her presentations, she challenges her audiences to be the individual God 
has called them to be.)

Thoughts
from a Catholic  

Evangelist
Sister Geralyn 
Schmidt, SCC

Vox Clamantis 
One Crying in  
the Wilderness 

Jim Gontis

Sports and Life… 
and Eternal Life 

By Jim Gontis
Special to The Witness

Have you ever wondered why sports evokes such strong emotions and reactions 
in people?  

Why do former athletes so often recall in vivid detail memories of contests that 
happened years, sometimes decades ago? 

I think it is because our sporting victories and defeats reach 
into our souls on a deep level. St. Paul 
uses athletic struggle as a metaphor for 
the struggle for eternal glory: “Run so as 
to win. Every athlete exercises discipline 
in every way. They do it to win a perish-
able crown, but we an imperishable one.” 
[1 Corinthians 9:25]

Soon we will be entering into the end-
of-season tournaments in winter sports: 
basketball, wrestling, etc. A very small number of champions 
will be crowned, but there will be many more whose athletic seasons will not end 
in victory, let alone championships. Some will experience heartbreak as parents sit 
white-knuckled trying to contain their own emotions.  

When my brother, Steve, was a sophomore in high school and I a senior, we were 
both wrestling in the state tournament for our high school team. We were both 
among the favorites to win individual state titles. And our team had won everything 
that year – every dual meet and every tournament by a sizeable margin. We were 
strongly favored to win the state title. 

Long story short, I lost in the first round, 5-3, at the state tournament to an oppo-
nent that I had beaten 7-0 in a district meet just several weeks earlier. I was crushed. 
I went into the hallway outside of the arena and sobbed in my dad’s arms for at least 
30 minutes. While I came back and won my next five matches to place third, I was 
still inconsolable. I’d like to say that time heals all wounds, but that is not always 
the case in this world. Thirty-two years later, it is still a painful memory.  

My brother’s loss was even worse. He lost in the state finals with 0, count them, 
zero seconds left on the clock, on a referee’s highly questionable call, to put it 
charitably. Oh, and due in no small part to Steve’s and my losses, we lost the team 
title by one and a half points.  

Several years ago, my brother and his family were visiting from out west. When, 
at a family picnic, I broached the topic with Steve over some hamburgers and 
baked beans, my brother, lifted his hand with a stop gesture, saying, “I can’t talk 
about it, Jim. I still can’t talk about it.” I understood. My brother has a beautiful 
family, is an accomplished man, a highly respected lawyer (now a judge), and a 
Colonel in the Air Force Reserves. He is admired by family, friends and colleagues. 
But this memory, he still can’t talk about. Truth be told, I still didn’t feel much like 
talking about it either. We dropped it and played catch.  

Despite the disappointments, as well as the victories, sports bonded my brother 
and me for as long as I can remember. We still call each other and our dad each 
week to talk family, faith and politics, but sooner or later we talk about sports, 
about some team or individual we have coached or about our favorite college or 
professional football or baseball teams…and sometimes about our own victories 
and defeats as well…at least some of them.  

Was our competitiveness disproportionate? At times it was. Overall, I think 
sports made us better. Sports helped to steel us for life. Every life has victories and 
defeats, joys and tragedies, large and small. But French novelist and essayist, Leon 
Bloy, wrote there is but one lasting tragedy, and that is not to become a saint, i.e., 
not to get to Heaven. 

The long hours spent practicing, the wins and the losses – especially the losses 
– helped Steve and me to be, I hope, a bit more humble than we would otherwise 
have been. The strain and grit and gristle certainly helped us practice the virtues of 
fortitude, temperance, diligence, and perseverance.  

Many people bemoan the fact that sports have become too big, too important in 
the current culture. I think there is some truth in that. But sports are not going away 
and they are, when kept in right proportion, good, and even occasions for holiness. 
A huge number of people, especially youth, play sports. So let’s use sports, which 
can be a good in themselves, to help people, especially our young people, to strive 
for the imperishable crown of glory with God and all the blessed forever in Heaven.  

In the Diocese of Harrisburg this year, we have begun to implement an apostolate 
called SportsLeader in all the high schools of the diocese, as a way of helping to 
evangelize and build virtue through sports. You can find an article on the diocese’s 
implementation of SportsLeader at the following link:

https://www.sportsleader.org/2016/09/diocese-of-harrisburg-partners-with-
sportsleader, as well as pictures of some of our high school teams on their Twitter 
feed.

In my next column, I will explore more of the particular ways of evangelizing  
and promoting virtue through sports. In the meantime, if you have a chance, I en-
courage anyone at all interested in sports, especially all coaches at whatever level, 
to read the book, The Catholic Ideal: Exercise and Sports by Robert Feeney, pub-
lished by Aquinas Press. There is good and practical food for thought in this book.

As I prepare to enter my 51st year and realize that I certainly have more years of 
this life in the rearview mirror than in front of me, Our Lord’s admonition comes 
home more and more to me:

“For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and lose his soul.” Win-
ning athletic contests and getting to Heaven need not run counter to one another. 
We should strive for excellence in our pursuits, athletic or otherwise. God desires 
this. 

(Jim Gontis is the Director of Religious Education and recently appointed Direc-
tor of Sports Ministry for the Diocese of Harrisburg.)



Defend All Life,  
from Conception  
to Natural Death

By Father Paul CB Schenck
Special to The Witness

The March for Life is the longest sustained public dem-
onstration in the nation’s history. Begun after the release in 
1973 of the infamous Roe v Wade and Doe v Bolton U.S. Su-
preme Court decisions decriminalizing abortions, the March 
has drawn 
millions of 
conscien-
tious citi-
zens to the 
nation’s 
capi-
tal. The 
March 
has been supported by the U.S. 
Catholic hierarchy throughout its 
44 years, and Catholics make up 
the majority of marchers. Still, 
Christians of other traditions 
and communities, some from 
other religions, and even non-religious, have consistently 
participated. Catholic schools, colleges, and universities 
are ubiquitous in the colonnade of demonstrators stretching 
from the Capitol mall to the Supreme Court. The number of 
Catholics attending the youth rallies and Masses has swelled 
so that regional locations had to be added to accommodate 
the crowds. Offering the Sacrament of Reconciliation and 
concelebrating the Mass with more than 10,000 young people 
and their sponsors is truly inspirational. Harrisburg marchers 
will again this year attend the rally and Mass in the D.C. Ar-
mory building, and meet for a final blessing at the conclusion 
in front of the Library of Congress Jefferson building. 

This year, in light of the election, prospects for pro-life ad-
vancement are higher than in the past decade. The President-
Elect and Vice President-Elect ran on a platform opposing 
abortion, Supreme Court appointments opposing Roe v Wade, 
and the ACA with its birth-control mandate. Many pro-life 
organizations presume that the new administration will fol-
low through with a pro-life legislative and policy agenda. 
If these positions are maintained, and policies opposing 
abortion and favoring life are implemented, the future will be 
brighter for the millions of victims of the previous abortion 
regimes. Still, citizens and pro-life groups must be vigilant 
in seeing to it that there is no slack or compromise. While 
Congress and the Trump administration are anti-abortion, the 
question remains whether they are pro-life. 

Pro-Life involves far more than opposing abortion. The 
defense and advocacy of the sanctity and inviolableness 
of human life includes the whole span of life, from natural 
conception to natural death. Life at every stage and condi-
tion must be carefully and vigilantly protected and defended. 
This involves not only opposition to abortion, but lethal and 
injurious research, euthanasia, public violence, unjust war, 
and capital punishment. These present practices destroy hu-
man life, which is created in the image and likeness of God 
unique; unrepeatable and irreplaceable. 

Pro-Life must include the protection and advocacy of the 
dignity of each and every human person. The rhetoric and 
actions used in the campaigns leading up to the elections 
were very troubling to conscientious, pro-life citizens, and 
especially to Catholics. Things that were recklessly said and 
done by the candidates were sometimes belittling, insulting, 
and degrading of persons because of their religion, gender, 
race, economic class, disability, and ethnic heritage. Speech 
and behaviors on the part of national leaders that are contrary 
to the dignity of the human person are not only uncalled for 
and unacceptable, they are destructive. Disparaging persons 
for any reason undermines the necessary foundations of civi-
lization – protecting human and civil rights, mutual respect, 
courtesy, the presumption of innocence, and due process. 
Harsh words about religions, races, or classes of people lead 
to unjust prejudice and discrimination. It is these very condi-
tions that often lead to the dissolution of marriage and family 
bonds, public violence, abortions, suicide and euthanasia. 

When I was young I was an avid numismatist (a coin col-
lector). I recall that a coin that was stamped on only one side, 
and was missing the other, was called an “error,” and while it 
may have had collector value, it lacked the intrinsic monetary 
value. To be Pro-Life means to hold equally to the sanctity 
of human life and the dignity of the human person. If only 
one or the other is adhered to, than it is an “error,” and while 
it may have political value, it will lack the intrinsic moral 
value. 

(Father Paul CB Schenck is the Director of the Diocesan 
Office of Respect Life Activities.)
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Father Paul  
CB Schenck
LIFEGIFT

Diocesan  
Pro-Life Mass
Sunday, January 22 

St. Patrick Cathedral
The annual Diocesan  

Pro-Life Mass will take place on  
Sunday January 22, 2017, at St.  
Patrick Cathedral, 212 State Street, 
Harrisburg. Mass begins at 12:15 p.m., 
and Bishop Ronald Gainer will be the 
celebrant and homilist. The Mass will 
mark the 44th anniversary of Roe v. 
Wade, legalizing abortion in America 
and leading to the death of more than 
57 million unborn children. All are 
welcome to attend. 

 EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

By Maria Gallagher
Special to The Witness

Jessica Resuta is a young woman with a clear 
talent for holding and engaging the interest of an 
audience with her captivating speaking style. She 
is a promising member of the Class of ’17—stu-
dents who have never known a time when abortion 
was not legal.

And yet, Jessica opposes the 1973 U.S. Supreme 
Court decision Roe v. Wade. Why?

“One-third of my generation is gone,” she says 
wistfully. “One-third of my peers will never expe-
rience life in the outside world as I have.”

Emily Derois is a gifted young writer who has 
grown up in the post-Roe era. Poised and articu-
late, she describes herself as having a “passion for 
defending the helpless and the voiceless.” That is 
why Derois is speaking out on behalf of the esti-
mated 59 million unborn Americans who have lost 
their lives to legal abortion in the past 44 years. 

Jessica and Emily are just two members of the 
chorus of voices who are calling for an end to Roe. 
These young women see Roe as a fundamental-
ly-flawed ruling which has decimated their gen-
eration—and left countless women grieving the 
deaths of their unborn children.

A survey cited by the Washington Times in June 
indicated a clear majority of Millennials believe in 
offering greater protection from abortion for pre-
born children and their mothers. The poll found an 
astounding 53 percent of young Americans state 
that abortion should not be legal in all or most cir-
cumstances. 

The trend is also seen at the annual March for 
Life in Washington, D.C., where it has been esti-
mated that at least half of the marchers are under 

the age of 30. High school and college students 
come by the busload in a peaceful demonstration 
in defense of the sanctity of innocent human life, 
at all its ages and stages of development.

These are students whose first official portrait 
might have been the ultrasound picture posted on 
the refrigerator door of their family home. They 
have seen ultrasound videos of baby brothers, sis-
ters, and cousins and have witnessed the humanity 
of the preborn child with their own eyes. 

Outside the Supreme Court, they hear the eye-
opening testimonies of the courageous women of 
the Silent No More Awareness campaign. These 
women had abortions, but now deeply regret them 
and want to spare other women the anguish of los-
ing a child to the tragedy of Roe. 

The young people who will be attending the 
March are a world and generations apart from the 
men of the Supreme Court who issued a ruling so 
extreme that it led to the brutality of partial-birth 
abortion—a practice in which a baby was partly 
delivered, then killed. It took an act of Congress—
and a subsequent High Court ruling—to outlaw 
this outrageous procedure.

Nearly four and a half decades after Roe, mo-
mentum is growing to help the nation move for-
ward. Technology has opened a window to the 
womb through 3D and 4D ultrasounds. Modern 
medicine is saving premature babies at earlier and 
earlier stages of development. Comprehensive 
support and assistance are available for women 
facing challenging pregnancies. 

It’s time for the Supreme Court to follow the 
lead of Millennials and catch up with the times.

(Maria Gallagher is the Legislative Director of 
the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation.) 

A Millennial Perspective on Roe v. Wade

A number of parishes in the diocese will hold Holy 
Hours for Life during the Jan. 18-25 timeframe. The 
following is a listing of Holy Hours for Life, provided 
by the Diocesan Office of Respect Life Activities. A list 
of buses traveling to the March for Life on Jan. 27 was 
printed in the Dec. 23 edition of The Witness and can 
also be found online at http://www.hbgdiocese.org/
event/march-for-life/. 

Berwick, St. Joseph Church, Jan. 22 at 9:15 a.m.
Bloomsburg, St. Columba Church, Jan. 23 at 7 p.m.
Bonneauville, St. Joseph the Worker Church, 
Jan. 19 at 7 p.m.
Buchanan Valley, St. Ignatius Loyola Church, 
Jan. 22 at 11:45 a.m.
Carlisle, St. Patrick Church, Jan. 21 at 11 p.m.
Chambersburg, Corpus Christi Church, 
Jan. 25 at 11 a.m.
Coal Township, Our Lady of Hope Church, 
Jan. 17 at 6 p.m.
Ephrata, Our Mother of Perpetual Help Church, 
Jan. 22 at 1 p.m.
Greencastle, St. Mark the Evangelist Church, 
Jan. 22 at 1 p.m.
Hanover, St. Vincent de Paul Church, 
Jan. 20 at 8:30 a.m.

Hershey, St. Joan of Arc, Jan. 22 at 2 p.m.
Lancaster, St. Leo the Great Church, Jan. 18 and 25, 
with Adoration all day and the Rosary for 
Life at 6:20 p.m. 
Lititz, St. James Church, Jan. 22 at 10 a.m.
Lykens, Our Lady Help of Christians Church, 
Jan. 22 at 3 p.m.
McSherrystown, Annunciation BVM Church, 
Visit the Perpetual Adoration Chapel at your 
convenience
Millersville, St. Philip the Apostle Church, 
Jan. 22 at 12:30 p.m. 
New Freedom, St. John the Baptist Church, 
Jan. 20 at 9:30 a.m.
Palmyra, Church of the Holy Spirit, Visit the 
Perpetual Adoration Chapel at your convenience
Quarryville, St. Catherine of Siena Church, 
Jan. 22 at noon
Shippensburg, Our Lady of the Visitation 
Church, Jan. 27 from 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Trevorton, St. Patrick Church, Jan. 19 at 6 p.m.
Waynesboro, St. Andrew the Apostle Church, 
Jan. 23 at 7 a.m.

Holy Hours for Life in Observance  
of the Anniversary of Roe v Wade
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By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

Miraculously this white oak tree survived the Battle of Gettysburg, 
witnessing some of the Civil War’s most violent fighting at Devil’s 

Den in 1863. The nearly 200-year-old tree was used by Harvey Munsell of 
the 99th Pennsylvania Infantry Regiment, who was the flag bearer for the 
regiment, which was recruited from Philadelphia and Lancaster County at 
the war’s onset. Munsell won the Medal of Honor Award after the war, 
bestowed by the U.S. Congress for his valorous service on the battlefield. 
He remarkably survived the war, carrying the flag in 13 different battles for 
the 99th. 

He was one of 63 soldiers to win the prestigious medal, though after the 

battle, he admitted that he feigned his death by this tree as Confederates 
from Texas and Arkansas attacked and pushed the Pennsylvanians off the 
igneous rocks that make up Devil’s Den. 

Ironically, Devil’s Den was also witness to a sharp Native American bat-
tle dubbed “Battle of the Crows,” that was fought there a century before the 
Civil War and before this magnificent tree was born. 

This image was taken during the recent Advent season featuring 150 
30-second exposures – merged into one file to create the star trail effect 
around the North Star – Polaris – which actually is a three star complex that 
remains stationary in the heavens as the celestial north pole. The yellow su-
pergiant star is the 50th brightest star in the heavens, and is nearly 433 light 
years away from Earth. It still is used as a navigational guide to sojourners 
worldwide.

Diocesan Celebration  
of World Youth Day

“The Mighty One has done great things for me,  
and holy is His Name.” (Luke 1:49)

April 9, 2017
New Venue and Format
Good Shepherd Church

3435 Trindle Road
Camp Hill, PA 17011

For more information,  
contact your youth minister, 

Or the Office for Youth  
and Young Adult Ministry

717-657-4804, ext. 327
oyyam@hbgdiocese.org

www.hbgdiocese.org/youngchurch

Schedule:
2:30 p.m. – Sacrament of  

Penance and Reconciliation
2:45 p.m. – Praise and worship 
music with Teresa Peterson

3:30 p.m. – Holy Mass  
celebrated by  

Bishop Ronald Gainer
5:00 p.m. – Enjoy different  

types of food from food trucks
6:30-7:30 p.m. – Holy Hour  
with Father Anthony Dill

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Nestled along the roadside of Route 
22 in Lebanon County is Our Lady of 
Fatima Mission – a quaint church on 
a several acres of land that includes 
an outdoor shrine to the title of the 
Blessed Mother for which it is named.  

On the Feast of the Epiphany, Jan. 8, 
Bishop Ronald Gainer made a pastoral 
visit to Our Lady of Fatima – a mission 
of Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Parish in Lebanon.

“What gives me my most pleasure 
as a bishop, a thrill really, is to be out 
with the people in their parishes in the 
diocese,” he said.

Our Lady of Fatima Mission was 
established in Jonestown in 1953 in a 
building that formerly served as a com-
bination restaurant and gas station. Ca-
tholicism in the area, however, can be 
traced back into the 1700s. Prior to the 
founding of Assumption BVM Church 
eight miles away in Lebanon, Catholics 
in Jonestown and its surrounding area 
either waited for missionary priests to 
visit, or trekked 25 miles to Harrisburg 
for Mass. 

Still, with three parishes forming 
in the city of Lebanon in the 1800 
and 1900s, it wasn’t until 1953 that 
Our Lady of Fatima Mission was 
built, coming on the heels of a cen-
sus that Msgr. Paul Weaver, pastor of 
St. Mary’s, directed be taken in the 
Jonestown area. As the results re-
vealed more than 50 Catholic families, 
the search for property for a mission 
ensued, resulting in the purchase of 
the former two-story eatery and gas 
station. 

According to the mission’s history, 
the congregation was named Our Lady 
of Fatima due to Msgr. Weaver’s great 
devotion to her. The building was re-
modeled in preparation for the chapel’s 
dedication on Oct. 13, 1953, by Bishop 
George Leech, and would undergo 
several additional phases of refurbish-
ments.

A mission of St. Mary’s in Leba-
non, Our Lady of Fatima is under its 
pastoral care, including that of Father 
Michael Rothan, pastor.

In his homily during the Mass on Jan. 
8, Bishop Gainer spoke on the meaning 
of “Epiphany,” which, in Greek, means 

Bishop Visits Our Lady of Fatima  
Mission on Feast of Epiphany

Above: A young member of the congregation is reflected in 
the windows of Our Lady of Fatima Mission.
Right: AnnMarie and Rick Boltz present the gifts to Bishop  
Ronald Gainer during Mass on Jan. 8.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Above: Altar servers Isabella and Victoria Aiello join in the entrance procession during Mass on the Feast of the Epiphany at 
Our Lady of Fatima Mission in Jonestown.
Below: Father Michael Rothan concelebrates Mass.

to draw back the veil, 
or to reveal.

“The Wise Men, 
of course, brought 
gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh as gifts to 
the Christ child. Gold 
recognizes Christ’s 
kingship – he was a 
newborn king. Frank-
incense was given 
as a recognition of 
his true divinity, and 
myrrh, an embalm-
ing oil, foretold of 
Christ’s troubled 
life and sacrificing death…. The Magi 
came to pay homage to the newborn 
king,” the bishop relayed.

“Homage was established in the 
Epiphany story. It is why we come to 
Holy Mass – to give homage to God,” 
he said. “The first object of worship is 

not to receive, but to give homage – re-
spect, reverence, and honor. Of course, 
we receive the Body and Precious 
Blood of Christ, but we come here just 
as the Magi did to give homage to God 
– it is right, it is just, our duty and our 
salvation to do so.”

This year marks the 100th anniversary 
of the Marian apparitions at Fatima, 
Portugal, which first began on May 13, 
1917, when three shepherd children 
reported seeing the Virgin Mary. The 
apparitions continued once a month 
until Oct. 13, 1917, and later were de-
clared worthy of belief by the Catholic 
Church.

In celebration of this anniversary, 
Our Lady of Fatima Mission will hold 
several events this year to coincide 
with the dates of the Marian appari-
tions. These will include an outdoor 
Rosary at 9 a.m., followed by a social, 
on May 13; the Rosary at 6:45 a.m. 
followed by a breakfast on June 13 and 
July 13; Mass at 9 a.m. followed by 
brunch on Aug. 19; an outdoor Mass 
at 9 a.m., followed by a social on Sept. 
13; and a candlelight Rosary proces-
sion at dusk, followed by a Mass a 
dinner on Oct. 13.
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

On the eve of Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Day, faithful gath-
ered at St. Patrick Cathedral 
in Harrisburg for the diocese’s 
biennial Mass to celebrate 
African-American faith and 
culture. Once again, the 
liturgy featured the power-
ful and inspirational music 
and vocals from the choir of 
St. Francis Xavier Parish in 
Baltimore, Md.

Celebrating the Mass and 
serving as its homilist, Bishop 
Ronald Gainer remarked, “We 
are here today to celebrate the 
amazing legacy of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King…. He made 
great sacrifice for human jus-
tice, suffered and gave his life 
for human progress. He was 
called by God to this enduring 
service.”

“Jesus described himself 
as the Light of the World, 
not just to the Church, but 
to the whole world. It is our 
call to be the light the world 
so needs. We are to carry the 
message to the world,” the 
bishop said.

Bishop Gainer expressed 
his gratitude for the diocese’s 
Black Catholic Apostolate 
– under the auspices of the 
Secretariat for Catholic Life 
and Evangelization – and 
the apostolate’s coordinator, 

Mass Celebrates African-American Faith, Legacy of Dr. King

Gwen Summers.
Reflecting on the day’s Gospel Read-

ing (John 1:29-34) in which John the 
Baptist sees Jesus coming toward him 
and says, in part, that he did not know 

him, the bishop remarked, “John the 
Baptist claimed he did not know Je-
sus. He was humble enough to admit 
that truth. Faith can be a mystery…and 
something we do not fully comprehend. 

That’s okay, just like it was for John the 
Baptist. He was the first sent to carry the 
message to the world, and he is the one 
that calls us to follow Christ and bring 
his message to the world.”

Above: A young member of the congregation receives a blessing 
from Bishop Ronald Gainer.
Right: Choir members join hands in praise during the Mass at St. 
Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg.

Above: Congregants share joyful moments at the conclusion of the Mass.
Left: Moved by the Spirit, young members of the choir sing joyful praise.

Members of the choir from St. Francis Xavier Parish in Baltimore offer a musical selection during the annual diocesan Mass in  
celebration of African-American faith and culture.
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Denver Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila Dec. 18 formally 
opened the sainthood cause of Julia Greeley, a former 
slave who spent her days caring for the poor, during a 
Mass at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Con-
ception in downtown Denver.

Born into slavery in Missouri in the 1840s, Julia Gree-
ley gained her freedom after the Civil War and worked as 
a nanny. She moved to Denver, where she was employed 
to care for the children of William Gilpin, the first territo-
rial governor of Colorado.

Known for her love of children and the poor, Greeley 
also was a known for her piety, often passing out prayer 
card devotions to the Sacred Heart. She was a convert to 
Catholicism.

Despite working long hours taking care of children, 
cooking and cleaning, she would often be seen walking 
at night through the streets of Denver pulling a small 
wagon of food and supplies, which she would deliver 
to poor families. She was known as Denver’s “Angel of 
Charity.”

In November, Archbishop Aquila presented the case 
for Greeley’s potential sainthood at the annual fall gen-
eral assembly of the U.S. bishops in Baltimore. As part 
of the episcopal consultation in the Catholic Church’s 
process for causes, the bishops Nov. 15 approved by 
voice vote that her sainthood cause should go forward.

Once a cause has officially begun, the candidate is 
declared a servant of God and a postulator is named. The 
next step is a diocesan inquiry on the life of the person. 
The Vatican Congregation for Saints’ Causes then re-
views the gathered information, and if he or she is found 
to have led a heroic life of Christian virtues, the Church 
bestows the title “Venerable.”

The next steps would be beatification and canoniza-
tion. In general, two miracles determined to have oc-
curred through the candidate’s intercession are needed 
for sainthood – one for beatification and the second for 
canonization.

At a conference in Rome in September sponsored by 
the Denver Archdiocese and the Pontifical Commission 
for Latin America, Greeley was recognized in a group 
of evangelizers and missionaries in the Church in the 
Americas that included Jesuit Father Eusebio Kino, who 
served in the U.S. Southwest, and Franciscan Father 
Antonio Margil de Jesus, a missionary who evangelized 
North and Central America.

Greeley’s ministry to the poor on the streets of Denver 
and her piety is all “evidence of a beautiful life ... of a 
saintly life,” said Martha Reichert, who is president of 
Endow, an apostolate dedicated to educating Catholic 
women and girls.

Reichert said Greeley’s life shared “a striking connec-
tion” with the Year of Mercy because it was an example 
of the “enduring power of mercy.” Despite her sufferings 
at the hands of white people, Greeley held no grudge, 
Reichert said, and she went out of her way to help all 
poor people, no matter what their race.

The Julia Greeley Guild, headed by Mary Leisring, has 
been working to spread awareness of Greeley since 2011. 
As the director of black Catholic ministry for the Denver 
Archdiocese, Leisring said she is thrilled at the possibil-
ity of Greeley’s canonization.

“She’s a model for me,” Leisring said in a statement. 
“We’re all called to be saints, and it just goes to show 
that an ordinary person can become extraordinary. For 
some of us, she’s already a saint.”

Sainthood Cause Formally 
Opened for Former Slave 

who Served Denver’s Poor
This image of 
Julia Greeley, 
a former slave 
who lived in 
Colorado, was 
commissioned 
by the  
Archdiocese 
of Denver by 
iconographer 
Vivian  
Imbruglia.  
During their fall 
general  
assembly Nov. 
14-16 in  
Baltimore, the 
U.S. bishops in 
a voice vote  
approved  
Greeley’s  
sainthood 
cause moving 
forward. 

By Joyce Duriga 
Catholic News Service

On the morning of Dec. 10 in a cem-
etery in Quincy, Ill., Father Augustus 
Tolton’s cause for canonization took 
one step further as his remains were 
exhumed and verified.

Father Tolton, a former slave, is the 
first recognized American diocesan 
priest of African descent. In 2011, 
the Archdiocese of Chicago officially 
opened his cause for sainthood.

While digging up Father Tolton’s 
grave may seem like a macabre under-
taking and the antithesis of the prayer 
“may they rest in peace,” it is actually 
a reverent and well thought out part of 
Church law regarding the remains of 
holy people.

“This goes back to a very ancient 
tradition in the Church for a number 
of reasons. One was to document that 
the person really existed and wasn’t a 
figment of someone’s imagination or 
some group’s imagination. Finding 
their grave was the telltale sign that 
the person lived, breathed and walked 
this earth,” said Chicago Auxiliary 
Bishop Joseph N. Perry, who is pos-
tulator of the priest’s cause and one of 
the nation’s African-American Catho-
lic bishops.

“It’s basically out of our theology, 
our tradition that our 
bodies are made holy 
in baptism and the 
reception of the Eu-
charist and eventually 
they rise to glory. So 
while we’re treating 
everyone with dignity 
in life, even their re-
mains are to be given 
a kind of a reverential 
handling,” said Bishop 
Perry.

While Father Tolton 
died in Chicago in 
1897, he requested to 
be buried in Quincy, 
which is in the Dio-
cese of Springfield. 
He and his family had 
fled there after escap-
ing slavery in nearby 
Missouri and it’s where he returned to 
minister after being ordained in Rome. 
He is buried in St. Peter’s Cemetery 
in a plot with another Quincy priest. 
Today that cemetery is sandwiched 
in between KFC and Wendy’s restau-
rants and located along a commercial 
shopping thoroughfare. 

The day before the exhumation, 
cemetery crews from the Archdiocese 
of Chicago and the Diocese of Spring-
field dug 6 feet down into the clay-
based soil to about 4 inches above 
Father Tolton’s grave. They removed 
dirt from a 6-foot-by-11-foot space. 
Using sonar, they had already verified 
the grave’s location.

A white tent covered the remains 
and sheltered the small area from the 
elements. At 7:30 a.m. Dec. 10 crews 
and diocesan officials gathered for an 
opening prayer service at the grave 
site led by Springfield Bishop Thomas 
J. Paprocki.

The Catholic Church through the 
Vatican Congregation for Saints’ 
Causes is very specific about how the 
process must go.

“There is a canon law that they have 
to follow that lays out exactly what 
has to be done and how it’s done to 
the point that they called the workers 
together to swear an oath to diligence 
and professionalism,” said Roman Sz-
abelski, executive director of Catholic 
Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Chi-
cago. 

Canon law also requires that dioces-
es employ a forensic anthropologist, a 
medical examiner and archaeologist in 

Father Tolton’s Remains Exhumed,  
Verified; His Cause Takes Step Forward

CNS/ICONOGRAPHER VIVIAN IMBRUGLIA,  
COURTESY ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER

CNS/KAREN CALLAWAY, CATHOLIC NEW WORLD
Funeral director P.J. Staab and Father Christopher House, chancellor of 
the Diocese of Springfield , Ill., place vestments on the remains Father 
Augustus Tolton Dec. 10 as they are exhumed and verified at St. Peter 
Cemetery in Quincy, Ill. 

CNS/COURTESY OF  
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO  

ARCHIVES AND RECORDS CENTER
Father Augustine Tolton, 
also known as Augustus, is 
pictured in a photo from an 
undated portrait card. 

the process. Those three men worked 
on removing the remainder of the soil 
and uncovered Father Tolton’s body. 
It didn’t take long to find the skeletal 
remains.

Over time the earth crushed the 
wooden coffin in 
which the priest was 
buried. They discov-
ered the casket had 
a glass top because 
they found a signifi-
cant amount of bro-
ken glass mixed in 
with the remains. At 
the time Father Tolton 
died, glass-topped cof-
fins were used for peo-
ple of position or who 
were well known.

In addition to the 
skeletal remains, the 
crews found other 
items such as metal 
handles and wood 
from the coffin, the 
corpus from a crucifix 
buried with him, the 

corpus from his Rosary and a portion 
of his Roman collar.

“The intent of all of this is preserv-
ing the remains we have of a possible 
saint. We want to make sure that any-
thing that we find is preserved so it will 
go into a sealed casket and from the 
sealed casket into a sealed vault,” Sza-
belski told the Catholic New World, 
Chicago’s archdiocesan newspaper.

Father Tolton’s exhumation was 
slow going with a lot of hand digging 
with trowels and using soft brushes to 
unearth the remains to make sure as 
much as possible was preserved.

This wasn’t the first time archae-
ologist Deacon David Keene removed 
skeletal remains from the ground but 
it was the first time he did it for the 
Church.

“The difference between us and 
regular grave diggers is we just have 
an image of what we’re looking for, of 
what it looks like under the ground,” 
said Deacon Keene, who serves at 
Chicago’s Holy Family Parish.

“If this was an unknown skel-
eton and we were just recovering it, 
it would take us longer because we 
would want to expose it all first, map 
it, photograph it,” he said. “But this is 
being done for the Church and to bring 
up these remains for reburial so we’re 
going a little faster than usual.”

As the remains were unearthed, the 
forensic pathologist laid them out on 
a table in a mortuary bag under which 
was a new priest’s alb. He pieced the 
bones together anatomically.

Bishop Paprocki led everyone in the 

Rosary while that was happening. In 
addition to the skull, they found Father 
Tolton’s femurs, rib bones, vertebrae, 
collarbones, pelvis, portions of the 
arm bones and other smaller bones.

The forensic pathologist verified by 
the skull that the remains were of a 
black person. By the shape and thick-
ness of bones in the pelvic area he 
was able to determine that the remains 
were from a male in his early 40s.

Once all of the remains and artifacts 
were collected, the process to rein-
ter Father Tolton began. Priests from 
Springfield vested the remains with a 
white Roman chasuble and maniple, 
amice and cincture. They were then 
placed in a new casket bearing a plate 
that identified him as “Servant of God 
Augustus Tolton,” along with his dates 
of birth, ordination and death. A docu-
ment was placed on top of the remains 
attesting to the work done that day.

Then they wrapped a red ribbon 
around the casket and sealed it with 
a wax seal of the Diocese of Spring-
field. The coffin was in turn placed in 
a burial vault with another inscription. 
A second vault held the broken glass 
and coffin parts and both containers 
were reinterred in the grave. A closing 
prayer service wrapped up the solemn 
process.

Father Tolton received the title of 
“Servant of God” when his cause was 
officially opened and a postulator was 
named. If the Vatican determines he 
led a heroic life of Christian virtues, 
the church bestows the title “Vener-
able.”

After that stage, the next steps would 
be beatification and canonization. In 
general, two miracles determined to 
have occurred through the candidate’s 
intercession are needed for sainthood 
– one for beatification and the second 
for canonization.

His grave will only be opened again 
if Father Tolton is beatified, said Bish-
op Perry.

So far two miracles are possible and 
have been sent to Rome, where they 
are being looked into, he noted.

“We received about 50 some testi-
monials of people from all over the 
country testifying to favors from God 
through Tolton’s intercession. Re-
markable things – everything from 
needed employment to illness in the 
family to all kinds of problems,” the 
bishop said. “These people are really 
just excited about their prayers being 
answered because of him. He’s been 
pretty active up there, I think. He 
probably needs a secretary up there 
to handle all that has been put on his 
lap.”
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Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Membership Sunday ~ February 5

The annual Membership Sunday for the Society for 
the Propagation of the Faith serves to remind us that the 
Church is missionary by its nature; that two-thirds  of the 
world do not know Christ and His saving love; and that by 
our Baptism, we are all missionaries, whether we actually 
travel abroad or support the missions at home through prayer 
and sacrifice.

In this annual collection, the faithful of the Diocese of Har-
risburg generously provide support to missionaries world-
wide, with contributions averaging more than $135,000 each 
year.  The SPOF, under the direction of the Holy Father, then 
distributes these contributions to mission dioceses and mis-
sionary organizations that endeavor to bring the Good News 
to everyone.

It is the ultimate goal for young mission dioceses to even-
tually become self-sufficient, so that they may be removed 
from missionary status and take up the work of evangelizing 
the Gospel in new territories.

The dangers that missionaries face in the field are real and 
ever-present.  Agenzia Fides, Vatican news service of the 
Pontifical Mission Societies, publishes an annual report list-
ing the number of missionaries killed in the previous year.  In 
2016, 28 Catholic pastoral care workers were killed, includ-
ing 14 priests, 9 religious women, 1 seminarian, and 4 lay 
catechists.  From 2000 to 2016, the total number of pastoral 
care workers who were killed worldwide is 424, including 5 
bishops.  

Missionaries administer sacraments, help the poor, take 
care of orphans and drug addicts, participate in development 
projects, or simply open the door of their home to anyone.  
Fides reports that the majority were killed in attempted rob-
bery.  In some cases they were violently attacked, a sign of a 
climate of moral decline and economic and cultural poverty 
which generates violence and disregard for human life. Some 
are murdered by the same people whom they help.  

Added to the annual report by Fides is the long list of the 
many of whom we may never hear about but who, in every 
corner of the planet, suffer and pay with their lives because 
of their faith in Jesus Christ. 

Because of your sacrifice on SPOF Membership Sunday, 
missionaries around the world tirelessly continue in their ef-
forts of Bringing the Good News to Everyone. 

Prayer for the Safety of Missionaries
Look kindly, Lord,

On our missionaries, priests, religious and catechists
who left all to witness to Your word and Your love.

Be to each one of them a “...powerful protector and their strong support, 
their shade from the midday sun, 
their shelter from the desert wind, 

a guard against stumbling, an assurance against a fall…” 
Eccles. 34:19

Sustain them in difficult moments, 
direct their strength, console their hearts, 

and crown their works with spiritual victories.
Let them not seek for earthly success or the goods of this world, 

but only Your triumph and the good of souls.
Your Cross, which accompanies them through their lives, 

speaks to them of heroism, renunciation and of peace.
Be their comfort, their guide, their light, and their strength, 
so that Your name may be announced everywhere and that, 
surrounded by a larger and larger number of Your children, 

they may sing a hymn of thanksgiving, of glory and redemption.  
Amen.

St. John XXIII

“Yesterday, as today, the darkness 
of the denial of life appears. But 
shining still stronger is the light 

of love that overcomes hatred and 
inaugurates a new world.”

(Pope Francis, Angelus 12/26/2015)

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
OFFICE OF PONTIFICAL MISSIONS

Diocese of Harrisburg
4800 Union Deposit Road  

Harrisburg PA 17111
717-657-4804, ext. 240    

www.hbgdiocese.org/missions
Reverend Robert F. Sharman,  

Diocesan Director
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Reading for the Week of  
Prayer for Christian Unity

For the love of Christ impels us, 
once we have come to the conviction that one died for all; 

therefore, all have died.
He indeed died for all, 

so that those who live might no longer live for themselves 
but for him who for their sake died and was raised.

Consequently, from now on we regard no one according to the flesh; 
even if we once knew Christ according to the flesh, 

yet now we know him so no longer.
So whoever is in Christ is a new creation: 

the old things have passed away; behold, new things have come.
And all this is from God, 

who has reconciled us to himself through Christ 
and given us the ministry of reconciliation,

namely, God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, 
not counting their trespasses against them 

and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.
So we are ambassadors for Christ, 

as if God were appealing through us. 
We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 

(II Corinthians 5:14-20)

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service

When a group of German Christians 
was asked in 2014 to prepare materials 
for the 2017 Week of Prayer for Chris-
tian Unity, their choice of a “wall” as a 
symbol of sin, evil and division explicitly 
referred to the Berlin Wall.

The German reflections on the power 
of prayer to bring down walls and the 
Gospel call to reconciliation were ad-
opted by the World Council of Church’s 
Faith and Order Commission and the Vat-
ican’s Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity and proposed to Chris-
tians worldwide for the Jan. 18-25 octave 
of prayer.

“The image of the wall is very current 
today – now more than when they wrote 
the reflection,” said Father Anthony Cur-
rer, who coordinates the Vatican contri-
bution to the week of prayer.

The U.S. political discussion of ex-
tending the wall along the border with 
Mexico, Pope Francis’ frequent admoni-
tions about building bridges rather than 
walls, the global refugee crisis – all of 
that makes the powerful symbol of a wall 
even more potent, said Father Currer, 
an official at the Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity.

The expanding symbolism of the wall 
also shows the kind of dynamic that the 
World Council of Churches and the Vati-
can are looking for when they ask one 
very small group of Christians to try to 
design prayers and reflections for the 
global Christian community.

The Faith and Order Commission and 
the pontifical council alternate identify-
ing communities to choose the Week of 
Prayer theme, draft a worship service, 
come up with sub-themes and Bible read-
ings for each day of the octave and de-

Tear Down This Wall: Ecumenical Week Focuses on Overcoming Division
scribe the ecumenical situation in their 
local community.

With input from international represen-
tatives and then approval from the World 
Council of Churches and the Vatican, the 
material is sent around the world.

“We deliberately produce the booklet 
in a boring format because we do not 
expect anyone to pray from it directly,” 
Father Currer said. “It is not a prescribed 
text because adaptation signifies engage-
ment – it is creative and spiritual.”

The local reflections are meant to be 
universally accessible and eminently 
adaptable, he said. “When you do a 
Google search for the Week of Prayer you 

should get material prepared locally,” not 
just links to the text sent out.

The theme for 2017 is: “Reconciliation 
– The love of Christ compels us.”

Even before the celebrations began, 
work was underway to finalize materials 
for the 2018 Week of Prayer with input 
from an ecumenical group from the Ca-
ribbean, and Churches Together in Indo-
nesia already has been asked to prepare 
materials for the octave of prayer in 2019.

The long lead time gives Catholics, Or-
thodox, Anglicans and Protestants around 
the world time to translate and adapt the 
materials to their own local situations, 
cultures and styles of worship.

The German group was chosen to write 
the reflections for 2017 because this year 
marks the 500th anniversary of the begin-
ning of the Protestant Reformation, an 
event that tore apart the Christian com-
munity in the West.

But, Father Currer said, “this com-
memoration of the Reformation acknowl-
edges very much that our history is not 
just a history of conflict; from the Second 
Vatican Council and the last 50 years of 
ecumenical dialogue, it is also a story of 
coming back together in communion.”

As Pope Francis showed when he 
traveled to Sweden in October for ecu-
menical events kicking off a yearlong 
commemoration of the anniversary, ecu-
menical prayer and dialogue “is focused 
on Christ, which is where we unite,” he 
said.

The pope participated in other major 
ecumenical events of prayer and witness 
in 2016: He met in February with Rus-
sian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill of Mos-
cow; traveled to Greece in April to visit 
refugees with Ecumenical Patriarch Bar-
tholomew of Constantinople; and, along 
with Anglican Archbishop Justin Welby 
of Canterbury, in early October, he com-
missioned pairs of Catholic and Anglican 
bishops to work and pray together in their 
home regions.

“The things Catholics see the pope do-
ing encourage them to participate,” Fa-
ther Currer said.

The papal events also support the kind 
of prayer and hope that Germans dis-
played on both sides of the Berlin Wall 
throughout the Cold War.

“The wall separating Christians 
seems to be equally immovable and en-
trenched,” Father Currer said. But the 
continued prayer of Christians is “a way 
to show our hope and faith that God will 
bring his church to unity.”

By Mark Zimmermann 
Catholic News Service

At a Mass commemorating the 50th anniversary of his 
ordination to the priesthood, Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl of 
Washington expressed thanks to God for his vocation, and 
he encouraged Catholics to open their hearts to hearing 
and responding to God’s call in their lives.

At the Dec. 18 Mass at the Cathedral of St. Matthew 
the Apostle, Cardinal Wuerl said that just as the angel told 
Joseph in a dream not to be afraid, people today need to 
take that promise from God to heart.

“When you respond to whatever call God has given 
you,” remember God’s promise, “I am with you,” said the 
cardinal.

God’s grace helps people be open to his call, and the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit makes it possible for people 
to follow that call, Cardinal Wuerl said.

On Dec. 17, 1966, the future cardinal was ordained to 
the priesthood at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. Fifty years 
to the day of his ordination, Cardinal Wuerl celebrated 
Mass for the seminarians and priests at St. John Paul II 
Seminary, which he founded for the Archdiocese of Wash-
ington five years ago.

To publicly commemorate his 50th anniversary as a 
priest, Cardinal Wuerl celebrated a regular Sunday Mass 
the next day at St. Matthew’s Cathedral.

In an earlier interview with the Catholic Standard, the 
archdiocesan newspaper, the cardinal said he thought the 
best way to mark his anniversary would be to do what 
priests do – celebrate Mass with their people, and he de-
cided to do that at the cathedral because as the archbishop 
of Washington, that is his parish church.

In his homily at the Dec. 18 anniversary Mass, Cardinal 
Wuerl noted that all people are called to a vocation. For 
some, that might involve a call to married life or religious 
life. The cardinal said the call might be to a profession of 
service, such as in the fields of teaching, medicine, gov-
ernment work or the military.

And some are called to the priesthood, to follow Jesus 
the high priest and share in the redemptive work of Christ in today’s world, the cardinal 
said. He noted that as he installs new pastors at parishes, he emphasizes the work of 
priests in building up church unity, celebrating the Eucharist, passing on the Gospel 
through the Church’s teaching, and trying to unite oneself to Christ.

“This is the lifelong challenge of every priest. It is the challenge of every believer as 
well – to try to draw as close to Christ as possible,” the cardinal said, adding, “But it all 

begins with the call.”
Remembering his ordination 50 years earlier, Cardinal 

Wuerl said that everyone has a special moment of grace, 
involving the opportunity to hear and respond to God’s 
call.

For the Mass at the cathedral, Cardinal Wuerl wore the 
same purple vestments that he had worn at his first Mass 
as a priest 50 years earlier, and he used the chalice from 
his first Mass that his parents had given him.

After Communion, he noted how the Church’s two re-
cent Synods on the Family showed how family life is a 
central focus of its ministry, and he said that chalice from 
his parents offered a personal reminder of his family’s 
love for him.

On behalf of the Church of Washington, Auxiliary Bish-
op Barry C. Knestout presented the cardinal with a special 
gift – a pectoral cross similar to the one worn by Pope 
Francis.

“Through these years of priestly ministry, Your Emi-
nence has shared abundantly that perfect gift of Jesus 
Christ that you received – which is the gift of love – in 
your pastoral service, charity, teachings, celebration of the 
sacred mysteries and in your service to the new evangeli-
zation,” said Bishop Knestout.

The bishop noted that “a pectoral cross, as the name 
suggests, is worn close to the heart, just as the love of 
Jesus is in our hearts.” Then he added, “Your Eminence, 
from our heart to yours, we give you this gift.”

After receiving that gift, Cardinal Wuerl said Pope 
Francis has continued to use the same pectoral cross as 
a pope that he had as a bishop, one depicting Jesus as the 
Good Shepherd, tending to his flock. “It’s been a sign of 
his great pastoral care,” the cardinal said.

Cardinal Wuerl noted that Pope Francis had recently 
closed the Holy Door in Rome to signify the end of the 
Year of Mercy, but he noted that the pope encouraged the 
faithful to open the doors of their hearts to Jesus, and to 
seek God’s mercy in Confession and then to share that 
mercy by bringing Christ’s love and compassion to others.

This has been a year of milestones for Cardinal Wuerl. 
In January, he marked his 30th anniversary as a bishop. He was ordained as a bishop 
by St. John Paul II in Rome in 1986, and served as an auxiliary bishop in Seattle before 
being appointed as bishop of his native Pittsburgh two years later.

This past June, Cardinal Wuerl marked his 10th anniversary as archbishop of Wash-
ington. He was appointed by Pope Benedict XVI to lead the Archdiocese of Washington 
in 2006 and was elevated to the College of Cardinals four years later.

CNS/JACLYN LIPPELMANN, CATHOLIC STANDARD
Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl of Washington celebrates 
a Dec. 18 Mass at St. Matthew’s Cathedral commem-
orating the 50th anniversary of his ordination to the 
priesthood. 

Cardinal Wuerl Marks 50 Years of Priesthood,  
Thanks God for His Vocation
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By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

January is not the time of year 
when you win championships on 
the hardwood, but that doesn’t 
mean you can’t play champion-
ship-intense basketball. And that’s 
what Lancaster Catholic and Leba-
non Catholic did in entertaining 
style on Assumption Hill in Leba-
non on an icy Jan. 10. 

Both girls’ teams are defending 

District 3 champs and are ranked in 
the top-10 in PIAA state rankings, 
so this Lancaster-Lebanon League 
tilt on paper looked to be a clas-
sic midseason match-up. It was an 
excellent basketball game, won by 
the Crusaders of Lancaster Catho-
lic, 42-41, who had won an incred-
ible 100-straight league games be-
fore falling to Northern Lebanon 
on Jan. 6 to snap that streak. 

The Beavers led by five in the 
first quarter and at the half before 

Crusaders Edge Beavers 
in Classic Basketball Game

pulling ahead by 11 points midway 
through the third quarter. Led by 
Alexis Hill (20 points), the Bea-
vers pushed the frantic pace the en-
tire night offensively, while mixing 
up zone and man-to-man defenses 
to keep the Crusaders from getting 
into any sort of offensive sync. 
When you hold the Crusaders to 16 
points in the first half defensively, 
that’s an impressive achievement. 

But as the Lancaster Catholic 
Crusaders have been doing suc-
cessfully for decades, it was their 
tried and true full court pressure 
that created their offense off of 
turnovers in the second half. There 
to take advantage of too many in-
opportune Beaver turnovers was 
the Crusaders’ Kiki Jefferson (18 
points), who scored several key 
slashing drives to the bucket down 
the stretch to win it for the Crusad-
ers.

The teams have a rematch on 
Feb. 3 at Lancaster Catholic, but 
no matter who wins that battle, it’s 
a safe assumption that these two 
excellently coached teams will 
be playing big playoff games in 
March somewhere in Pennsylvania 
in the state playoffs when it mat-
ters most. 

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Above: Lancaster Catholic’s Kiki Jefferson fights to 
score two of her 18 points.
Left: Lebanon Catholic’s Celine Mars looks to put 
back an offensive rebound.

Alexis Hill, junior, is the Beavers’ able go-to scorer. Crusaders’ forward Lauren Hill is fouled late in the game on a key possession.

All boys and girls ages 9-14 are invited to partici-
pate in the local level of competition for the annual 
Knights of Columbus Free Throw Championship 
sponsored by Council 6810. The Council 6810 local 
competition will be held on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017, 
from 3-6 p.m. at St. Leo the Great School, 2427 Mari-
etta Avenue, Rohrerstown. 

All contestants on the local level are recognized 
for their participation in the event and receive a Cer-
tificate of Participation. Additionally, winners in each 
age and in each gender category will receive a Coun-
cil Champion certificate and a trophy or plaque. 

Participants are required to furnish proof of age, 
such as a birth certificate, and written parental con-
sent. A contestant’s age category is determined by his 
or her age as of Jan. 1. Competitors register at the 
door by filling in a brief entry form. There is no fee 
to enter.   

Contestants may only participate in one Knights 
of Columbus Free Throw Championship at the local 
Council level per year. For additional information, 

call or text George Elko at 717-203-6210 or e-mail 
GMElko@comcast.net. 

The Knights of Columbus Free Throw Champion-
ship is sponsored annually, with winners progress-
ing through local, district, and state competition. In-
ternational champions are announced by the K of C 
international headquarters based on scores from the 
state-level competitions. All boys and girls 9-14 years 
old are eligible to participate and will compete in re-
spective age divisions. Last year, more than 120,000 
sharpshooters took part in over 3,600 local competi-
tions. 

The Knights of Columbus is a non-profit interna-
tional Catholic family fraternal service organization 
with over 1.8 million members in 15,000 local coun-
cils. Last year, Knights donated over 70 million vol-
unteer hours and $170 million to charitable and be-
nevolent causes, sponsoring projects to benefit their 
church, councils, communities, culture of life, fami-
lies and youth.

York Catholic High 
School Announces  

Athletic Hall  
of Fame Inductions

York Catholic High School’s Athletic Associa-
tion is inducting seven new members into its Ath-
letic Hall of Fame. The inductees will be introduced 
Saturday, Jan. 21, prior to the start of the girls’ var-
sity basketball game versus Dallastown scheduled 
for a 3:30 p.m. tip-off. The induction and reception 
immediately follows the game in the cafeteria. 

The Athletic Hall of Fame honors former coaches 
and student athletes, and the dedication of athletic 
program volunteers.

Those being inducted include: Sarah Bright-Phil-
lips ’00 (athlete: cross country and track and field), 
Marc Ryan (volunteer), Jon Showers ’07 (athlete: 
basketball and football), Kyle Smink (volunteer), 
Eugene Staab ’39 (athlete: basketball and football), 
Megan Stewart ’07 (athlete: basketball, soccer and 
volleyball), Amanda Weaver ’07 (athlete: basket-
ball and volleyball).

Local Knights of Columbus to  
Sponsor Youth Free Throw Championship 
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Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats  
in English and Spanish

Confidential Retreats for  
those Suffering after an Abortion

Spanish-language retreat will be held Feb. 17-19 in York
English-language retreat will be held April 21-23 in York

The program is an opportunity to examine your abortion 
experience, identify the ways that the loss has impacted you 
in the past and present, and acknowledge any unresolved 
feelings that many individuals struggle with after abortion. 
Visit www.rachelsvineyard.org for information about the 
confidential retreat. Come and let the healing begin.

To register for either the Spanish or the English retreat, call 
717-788-4959.

E-mail vdryorkpa@gmail.com for the Spanish retreat. 
E-mail undefeatedcourage@gmail.com for the English retreat. 

Beginning Experience Weekend for 
Those Suffering the Loss of a Spouse

May 5-7, 2017 • Camp Hebron, Halifax, PA
The ecumenical Beginning Experience weekends are an approved program designed 

for those suffering the loss of a spouse through death, divorce or separation. Hundreds 
of persons have been helped to move towards successful, productive, happy lives by at-
tending one of these weekends. The weekend is led by persons who have lost a spouse 
through death or divorce and are trained in facilitating a weekend. 

The following is a testimonial of a person who attended the Beginning Experience 
Weekend in the fall of 2014:

“I can tell you that my encounter with the Beginning Experience weekend has brought 
me greater peace and given me an extended family of lifelong friends who I quickly grew 
to love and lean on. If you or someone you know is suffering the isolation and pain that 
can accompany the loss of a spouse or marriage, I encourage you to seriously consider 
attending the Beginning Experience weekend.”

Beginning Experience is under the auspices of the Diocesan Office for Marriage and 
Family Ministry. Visit www.hbgdiocese.org and go to marriage and family, or go to www.
beginningexperience.org. Information can also be obtained by contacting the Harrisburg 
Beginning Experience Team at 717-379-0800.

BASIC CATECHETICAL  
CERTIFICATION COURSES

Introduction to Scripture
Mondays, January 9, 16, 23 
and 30, 2017
6:30-9:00 p.m.
Divine Redeemer Parish, 
Mount Carmel
Mr. Joe Mullen
 
Introduction to the Sacraments
Thursdays, January 19, 26, 
February 2, 9, and 16, 2017
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Seven Sorrows of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Parish, Middletown
Mr. Ray Kerwin

Thursdays, March 2, 9, 16, 23 
and April 6, 2017
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Saint Joseph Parish, Hanover
Rev. Ryan Fischer

Introduction to Morality
Thursdays, March 23, 30, 
April 6, 20, and 27, 2017

The 2017 Winter/Spring Session of the Diocesan Institute for Catechetical and 
Pastoral Formation affords adult Catholics the opportunity to deepen their knowl-
edge of the Catholic Faith. All courses and workshops are open to any interested 
adult, including those who are pursuing catechetical certification in the diocese 
and those who simply wish to understand the Catholic faith better.

Learn from home option: Numerous faith formation offerings are also available 
via webinar, allowing you to participate in “real time” from home or to request 

recordings to view at your convenience. Webinar offerings are clearly marked.
To view the complete Winter/Spring session schedule, which includes course 

descriptions and fees, as well as a number of available pre-recorded courses and 
sessions, please visit www.hbgdiocese.org.

For information about the Diocesan Institute or obtaining catechetical certifica-
tion in the Diocese of Harrisburg, contact Ryan Bolster at 717-657-4804, ext. 225 
or rbolster@hbgdiocese.org. 

Winter/Spring Diocesan Institute Adult Faith Formation Offerings

6:30-8:30 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
ALSO AVAILABLE VIA WEBINAR
Mr. Dominic Lombardi

Teaching Methodology—Part 2
Wednesdays, March 8 and 22, 2017
6:30-9:00 p.m.
Saint Mark the Evangelist 
Parish, Greencastle
Mr. Ryan Bolster

Introduction to Prayer
Tuesdays, January 31, 
February 7, 14, 21 and 28, 2017
6:30-8:30 p.m.
Saint Catherine Laboure Parish, 
Harrisburg
ALSO AVAILABLE VIA WEBINAR
Mr. Ryan Bolster

Mondays, February 6, 13, 20, 27,
 and March 6, 2017
6:30-8:30 p.m.
Saint Joseph the Worker Parish, 
Bonneauville
Rev. Peter DiTomasso, M.SS.CC.

Tuesdays, March 28, April 4, 18, 
25 and May 2, 2017
6:30-8:30 p.m.
Immaculate Conception BVM 
Parish, York
Very Rev. Jonathan Sawicki

 ADVANCED CATECHETICAL 
CERTIFICATION COURSES

 
Christology 
Tuesdays, March 14, 21, 28, 
April 4, 11, 18, and 25, 2017
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
ALSO AVAILABLE VIA WEBINAR
Mr. Ryan Bolster

COURSES OF  
SPECIALIZATION

Recent Church Documents 
on Evangelization and Catechesis 
Wednesdays, March 8, 15, 
22, 29, and April 5, 2017
6:30-9:00 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Mr. James Gontis

Adolescent Development and 
Youth and Young Adult Culture 
Wednesdays, April 19, 26, 
May 3 and 10, 2017
6:30-9:00 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
ALSO AVAILABLE VIA WEBINAR
Mr. Rob Williams

ELECTIVES

Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of Love): 
Pope Francis’ Apostolic 
Exhortation on Love in the Family
Thursday, February 23, 2017
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
ALSO AVAILABLE VIA WEBINAR
Mr. Ryan Bolster

The Beauty of Sacred Art
Thursdays, March 2, 9, 16, 23, 
and 30, 2017
6:30-8:00 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
ALSO AVAILABLE VIA WEBINAR
Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service

Last year, more than 13 million people around the world 
watched Pope Francis explain one of his specific prayer in-
tentions each month.

The 90-second, personal explanations in “The Pope Vid-
eo,” first launched in January 2016, encouraged people to 
join an estimated 50 million Catholics who already had a 
more formal relationship with The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer 
Network – better known by its former title, the Apostleship 
of Prayer.

The prayer network, which is more than 170 years old, 
continues to evolve.

After the debut in 2016 of the monthly video on www.the-
popevideo.org, the new year began with Pope Francis adding 
a second monthly intention – an urgent prayer appeal. For 
January the appeal was for the homeless struggling with cold 
temperatures and indifference.

For decades the Apostleship of Prayer distributed two in-
tentions for each month: one focused on needs in mission 
territories and the other on a matter considered more univer-

sal. The lists were published a full year in advance after go-
ing through a long process of collecting suggestions, getting 
input from Vatican offices and being translated.

Pope Francis has decided now that the prepared list of 
prayer intentions will alternate each month between a mis-
sionary concern and a universal one. The second prayer for 
the month will be announced at the beginning of the month 
by the pope during his Sunday Angelus address.

The urgent intention will then be shared with members of 
the prayer network through its websites, social media and 
email.

Jesuit Father James Kubicki, U.S. director of the network, 
said the international director believes the urgent prayer re-
quest is a way for Pope Francis “to confront ‘the culture of 
indifference’ by focusing our prayerful attention on situa-
tions that are ‘more concrete, precise, current, related to ac-
tual circumstances.’”

Jesuit Father Luis Ramirez, assistant international direc-
tor of the prayer network, told Catholic News Service Jan. 
11 that the urgent prayer request does two things. First, it 
strengthens the spiritual experience of those who are joining 
in prayer, letting them know they do not pray alone. And, 

more importantly, it lets those suffering know that the pope 
sees their pain and is trying to rally assistance.

Of course, Father Ramirez said, the pope hopes people are 
“not just watching the video and receiving the appeal, but 
taking action and offering help.”

Justiniano Vila, a manager at La Machi, the Barcelona-
based company that produces “The Pope Video,” told CNS 
more than 13 million people clicked on and watched at least 
one of the videos in 2016. Those that garnered the most 
views were January’s on interreligious dialogue, February’s 
on care for creation and June’s on solidarity in cities.

The most popular platform for viewing the video is Face-
book, he said. The Pope Video Facebook page has a reach 
of 25 million people. The video also can be watched on the 
official website – www.thepopevideo.org – and on YouTube.

In the videos, which last less than 90 seconds, Pope Fran-
cis speaks in Spanish. Subtitles are then added for English, 
French, Italian, Dutch, Portuguese and Arabic.

Of the more than 13 million views in 2016, Vila said, 45 
percent were in the original Spanish, 29 percent were with 
the Portuguese subtitles and 13 percent were with English 
subtitles.

Global Papal Prayer Network Continues to Evolve
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Resurrection School to Dedicate Hallway,  
Mural during Catholic Schools Week

A hallway and mural dedication will take place at Resurrection Catholic School 
Feb. 1 at 10 a.m. The hallway will be named The Don Nicklaus Memorial Hall-
way. 

On the same day, the school is holding an open house in observance of Catholic 
Schools Week, which runs from Jan. 29 to Feb. 4. 

Nicklaus attended St. Anthony of Padua School, which was located in the Res-
urrection building until 1991, when three city schools consolidated and formed 
Resurrection Catholic School. He was a graduate of the class of 1961. 

The dedication includes a skylight mural painted by Lancaster artist Steve Wil-
son who is part of the Red Raven Art Gallery. The hallway mural is part of the 
school’s 25th anniversary observations. 

Wilson’s mural depicts Resurrection’s logo, a cross backed by sunrays and 
fronted by a Bible. The three schools that consolidated – St. Anthony, St. Joseph 
and Historic St. Mary – are represented with the year each school began. The old-
est school was St. Joseph which opened in 1852.

The public is invited to visit Resurrection School, especially on Feb. 1 for the 
open house. For information, call 717-392-3083.

St. John the Baptist School Receives $10,000 Grant 
St. John the Baptist School in New Freedom has been awarded a grant from the 

York County Community Foundation’s “Fund for York County” in the amount of 
$10,000. Susan R. Mareck, principal, said the funding from this grant will be used 
to purchase the Accelerated Reader and Accelerated Math computer programs for 
the school, along with the teacher assessment tool, Star 360.  

York County Community Foundation (YCCF) creates a vibrant York County by 
engaging donors, providing community leadership, and investing in high impact 
initiatives while building endowment for future generations.   

St.  John the Baptist School offers education from pre-school through grade 6, 
and is accredited by the Middle States Association. For information on the school, 
visit www.stjnschool.org or call 717-235-3525.

St. Anne School Announces  
Five Day Pre-K4 with All Day Options 

St. Anne School in Lancaster has announced the details of their new Five Day 
Pre-K4 program. The new program will offer parents several different scheduling 
options allowing them the opportunity to choose the Pre-K plan that would work 
best for their family. There are three primary options offered, but parents should 
feel free to contact the school to discuss any modifications that might be needed. 

The new Pre-K program consists of: 
• Five Day/Half Day – Students would attend a half-day class, five days a week 

with class beginning at 8 a.m. and dismissing at 11:30 a.m. 
• Five Day/Full Day – Students would attend a full day program, five days a 

week. Classes would begin at 8 a.m. and end at 2:55 p.m. The Extended Day af-
ternoon session would focus on Kindergarten readiness skills in reading and math. 

• Three Full Day/Two Half Day – A combination option, students would attend 
three full days on Monday, Wednesday and Friday and half-days on Tuesday and 
Thursday. 

In addition, all Pre-K students would have the opportunity to participate in St. 
Anne School’s Extended Care program which provides students with after school 
care until 5:30 p.m. 

The Pre-K program will also be re-locating to the St. Anne School building 
at 108 E. Liberty Street in Lancaster. The Pre-K is currently located at St. John 
Neumann Church. The Pre-K3 program is being phased out and will conclude in 
May, 2017. 

Any parent interested in more information should attend one of the upcoming 
Pre-K Open Houses on Wednesday, Feb. 1 from 6:30-7:15 p.m. or on Thursday, 
Feb. 2 from 9-9:45 a.m. at the St. John Neumann location. For more information 
or to RSVP for the Open House, contact the school office at 717-394-6711 or 
email the principal, Suzanne Wood, at woodsuzanne@stannelancaster.org.

Oxford Hall Celtic Shop  
to Hold First Communion Trunk Show

Oxford Hall Celtic Shop in New Cumberland will hold its annual First Com-
munion Trunk Show Open House Weekend on Saturday, Jan. 28 from 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. and Sunday, Jan. 29 from noon-4 p.m. The event will feature a large selection 
of in-stock First Communion dresses, veils, boys’ suits, gifts and accessories. All 
dresses, veils and suits will be on sale at 20% off during the Trunk Show. Custom-
ers participating in the Trunk Show will also receive a 20% off coupon for one 
item, good until April 1. There will also be door prizes and a free gift for a First 
Communion dress or suit purchase. The grand prize will be a $100 gift certificate.  

Oxford Hall is the area’s largest source for First Communion apparel, gifts and 
accessories. We stock over 150 dresses with access to dozens more through cata-
logue orders. Dress prices are from $39-$220 and boys’ 5-piece suits are $89. 
Sizes available from 4-20, including harder to fit sizes for both girls and boys. 
Along with dresses, suits, and veils, we have shoes, tights, socks, gloves, First 
Communion ties, jewelry, books and gift items.

Along with our Irish/UK imports, the shop features Catholic merchandise, gifts 
and books. There is also in café in the shop that serves tea, scones, desserts, and 
an Irish/British menu.

Oxford Hall will also work with any parish. Please send us your dress/suit re-
quirements regarding sleeves, jewelry, etc., and we will use this as our guide with 
customers.  We will also come and talk directly with your parents to answer ques-
tions.   

Oxford Hall is located at 233 Bridge Street in New Cumberland, open 7 days a 
week, M-T-W-F-S from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Thur. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. and Sunday noon-4.  
We will also schedule private First Communion sales appointments on select eve-
nings for small groups or special circumstances. For more information, contact 
717-774-8789 or oxfordhall @aol.com.

The names of the following de-
ceased persons have been submitted 
by their parishes. Please remember 
in your prayers the happy repose of 
these recently departed souls and the 
consolation of their loved ones.

BERWICK – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Nicholas Remaley, 
George Robsock.

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: 
Lester R. Cole, Joan M. Fait, Irene W. 
Mack, Enrique Robles, Louise Ann 
Winski.

BONNEAUVILLE – St. Joseph 
the Worker: Pamela A. Staub, Rita M. 
Walter, Francis Weaver.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: 
Bette Aversa, Diana Davidson,  
Annabelle Donovan.

CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus 
Christi: Patrick Jerome Fogal, Dolores 
Tomaza (Williams) McKay.

COLUMBIA – Holy Trinity: Jean 
McMahon, Esther Meisenbach, Donald 
Przybylinski, Belia Stephens.

CONEWAGO – Sacred Heart of 
Jesus: Robert Gebhart, James M. 
Groft, Dr. Vincent P. Pisula, Anna 
Louise Sentz.

DUNCANNON – St. Bernadette: 
Marguerite Brown.

FAIRFIELD – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Shirley Kreitz, 
Lewis Masser.

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis 
Xavier: Ann Courneen, Merwyn A. 
Keilholtz, Claire Lawson, Dean  
Speelman, Charles W. Smith, Franklin 
D. Smith.

HANOVER – St. Vincent de Paul: 
Charles Doll, Ida “Loretta” Grim, 
Mary Little, Madge Nickey, Elaine 
Peterson.

HARRISBURG – St. Margaret 
Mary: Alphonse Manganelli.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: 
Edward Bott, Patricia Bray, William 
“Bill” Butch, Velvia Fischer, Edward 
Kelly, Dennis Moore, Sr., Rudy Sonni.

KULPMONT – Holy Angels: Bar-
bara Bailey, Dolores Furca, Elaine M. 
Sweda, Alice Zyskoski.

LANCASTER – Assumption BVM: 
Kenneth Cooper, Loretta Scheaffer, 
Donald Slavin; St. John Neumann: 
William Dillon, Leonard Sloane,  
Jeanette Tafelski, Robert Uhron.

MCSHERRYSTOWN – 
Annunciation BVM: James Slagle, Jr., 
Mary Clare O. Weaver, Kay Wolf.

MECHANICSBURG – St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton: Michael C. 
DeJoseph, Nancy Delso; St. Joseph: 
Rozetta Fitzpatrick, Shirley Warner; 
St. Katharine Drexel: Louis Cuomo.

MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows 
BVM: René de Boisferon McCurdy, 
William Novak, Charles Spiroff, Sr., 
Louise Travitz.

MILLERSBURG – Queen of 
Peace: Lois R. Readinger.

MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the 
Apostle: Mary Brooks, Marilyn  
Gallagher, Louis Hutchinson, Sr.,  
Dolores McKain, Frances Nadu.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine 
Redeemer: Joseph Pierino Bevivino; 
Our Lady: Francis P. Callahan, Sr., 
Mary M. Chapman, Dorothy Fallat.

NEW CUMBERLAND – St. 
Theresa: James F. Curran, Raymond 
Koscienski, James Moran.

NEW FREEDOM – St. John the 
Baptist: Mildred Brashears, Janice 
Fundaro, Joseph Hittel, Emily Owens, 
Ron Sheppard.

ROHRERSTOWN – St. Leo the 
Great: Anna Beatrice White.

SELINSGROVE – St. Pius X: 
Manuel Barajas, Jr.

STEELTON – Prince of Peace: 
Ronald J. Acri, Patricia Ann (Ancheff) 
Cifelli, Mary K. Doncevic, Frances 
M. (Zupanovic) Husic, Joseph M. 
Kostelac, Jr., Robert D. Lilley, Julia M. 
(Pucko) Matesevac, Agnes E. “Betty” 
Updegrove.

SUNBURY – St. Monica: Waltress 
Heim.

TREVORTON – St. Patrick: 
Dorothy A. (Dot) Bowers, Albert 
Taglieri, Jr.

YORK – St. Joseph: Frank Farrell, 
Chester Guillard, Leonard Raineri, Dr. 
Nicolas Simon; St. Patrick: Ronald 
“Tom” Trimmer; St. Rose of Lima: 
John A. Garner, Jr.

Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in January dur-
ing the past 25 years:

Msgr. William Lyons, 1993
Father Michael Homola, 2003
Deacon Ralph Runkle, 2005 
Father Wallace E. Sawdy, 2006
Msgr. Francis Kumontis, 2009
Father Thomas F. Langan, 2012
Father Raymond Orloski, 2016.

To report suspected abuse of a  
minor, call the toll free  

PA Child Abuse Hotline at:
1-800-932-0313.

To report suspected abuse of a minor  
by a church official, employee  

or volunteer, also please call the  
diocesan toll free hotline at:

1-800-626-1608
or email: ReportAbuse 

@hbgdiocese.org

For more information, visit  
www.HbgDiocese.org/protect
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                     Compiled by Jen Reed 

Spiritual Offerings
A Sanctity of Life Mass will feature Bishop Edward 

Malesic of the Diocese of Greensburg as the celebrant and 
homilist Jan. 23 at St. Joseph Church, Lancaster, at 7 p.m. On 
and off site parking with shuttle service will be provided. The 
Mass is sponsored by the Lancaster Region of the Order of 
Malta.

Interfaith Prayer and Indoor Walk for Life to co-
incide with the March for Life will be held at St. John Neumann 
Church in Lancaster on Jan. 27 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. All are 
welcome to come for prayer, worship, discussion and music 
– drop in and stay as long as you can. The day begins with 
Mass at 9 a.m., followed by music. At 10 a.m., there will be 
a presentation by Deb Cone Halsey, Director of “A Woman’s 
Concern.” Scripture verses, prayer and a pro-life video follow 
from 11 a.m.-noon. At noon, lunch will be provided. Walking 
and personal prayer with music through the church and social 
hall takes places from 1-2 p.m. At 2 p.m., Dr. Bob Sawyer will 
present a video on euthanasia. Silent prayer and recitation of 
the Rosary conclude the day from 3-4 p.m. For information, 
contact tramsbottom354@comcast.net.

Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc Church in Her-
shey will be held on Feb. 1 at 7 p.m. Father Modestus will 
preside. Come adore Jesus through prayer, praise, worship 
and music. A reception will be held immediately following the 
Caelorum in the Cafeteria. For more information, call 717-583-
0240.

St. Leo the Great Church in Rohrerstown will 
host a Miracle Healing Service on Feb. 4 (snow date-Feb. 25) 
from 1-4 p.m. with the Sacrament of Penance available from 
2-4 p.m. Dr. Bob Sawyer comes to us from Baltimore, and 
has the support of Most Reverend William Lori, Archbishop of 
Baltimore. This service is about Jesus, not about Bob or the 
Healing Prayer Team working in this ministry who all can wit-
ness to Jesus’ incredible healing power. For more information, 
contact Bob or Linda Metz at 717-285-7635.

    Pilgrimages and Retreats
You are invited to join Father Steven Fauser 

on a Pilgrimage to Poland and the Czech Re-
public from September 18-28, 2017. Tour includes: Daily 
Mass, professional local guides, accommodation in First Class 
hotels (two nights in Warsaw, four nights in Krakow, three 
nights in Prague), breakfast and dinner daily, land transporta-
tion by private deluxe motorcoach, roundtrip motorcoach trans-
portation from Elizabethtown to Washington Dulles Airport, 
roundtrip airfare from Washington Dulles on Air France, and 
more, for $3,495 per person/double occupancy. For com-
plete details, please contact Karen Hurley at k.m.hurley1@
gmail.com or George’s International Tours at (800) 566-7499, 
sales@georgesintl.com or visit www.georgesintl.com.

You are invited to join Father Kenneth Smith 
on a Pilgrimage to the Holy Land from November 
7-17, 2017. The pilgrimage includes: Daily Mass at holy sites, 
licensed Christian guide, accommodation in First Class hotels 
(five nights in Jerusalem, three nights in Tiberias, on the 
shore of the Sea of Galilee, one night in Tel Aviv), breakfast 
and dinner daily, land transportation by deluxe motorcoach, 
roundtrip motorcoach from Mechanicsburg to Newark Airport, 
roundtrip airfare from Newark to Tel Aviv on nonstop flights 
with United Airlines, and more, for $3,499 per person/double 
occupancy. For complete details please contact Karen Hurley 
at k.m.hurley1@gmail.com or George’s International Tours 
at (800) 566-7499, sales@georgesintl.com or visit www.
georgesintl.com. 

Education & Enrichment
Interested in Prison Ministry? For those who have 

expressed an interest in Prison Ministry in the Harrisburg area 
(and for those who merely think about volunteering from time 
to time), Deacon Jim Doyle will provide an informational pre-
sentation on opportunities available in the Harrisburg area and 
on what to expect in this critical area of evangelization. While 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion and catechists 
are needed, volunteers are needed who can pray the Rosary 
or just visit with inmates and assist with services. Please join 
Deacon Jim on Jan. 30 at 7 p.m. at Our Lady of the Blessed 
Sacrament Church social hall (2121 N 3rd St, Harrisburg) or 
e-mail OLBSSDEACON@gmail.com to volunteer.  

The Elizabeth Ministry of St. Joseph Parish 
in York will hold the first monthly meeting of Grieving Grace 
Support Group for those who have suffered a miscarriage, 
stillbirth or newborn death on Jan. 29 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. It is 
an opportunity to come together with others who understand 
the pain and sorrow of this loss in light of God’s love by explor-
ing grief through scripture, prayer and faith sharing. Contact 
Deacon Neil Crispo at 717-755-7503 x229 or crispo@sjy.org. 

A presentation on end-of-life issues, given 
by Rev. J. Daniel Mindling OFM Cap., Seminary Academic 
Dean of Mount St. Mary’s Seminary, will take place Feb. 16 at 
6:30 p.m. in the St. Aloysius Parish Hall, Littlestown. Do you 
have questions about living wills and health care directives? 
Advances in medicine have helped us to live longer, but many 
fear prolonging a painful or expensive dying process. How 
should we decide about starting or continuing life-saving treat-
ments? These can be difficult decisions. Father Mindling, who 
works with the Pro-Life Secretariat of the U.S. Bishops Confer-
ence, will be joining us for an evening presentation and discus-

sion on living wills, do not resuscitate orders, and health care 
powers of attorney in the light of our Catholic faith.  If you 
have questions, please contact Julie Abell at 717-334-1841.

Fundraisers & Events
St. Cecilia Parish in Lebanon will have its 

Annual Fastnacht Sale Feb. 26, 27 and 28. Cost is 
$10 per dozen. Call-in date to pre-order 6 dozen or more is 
Monday, Jan. 30 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. only: 717-273-2432, 717-
273-5971 or 717-450-8740.

A halupki dinner will be held Feb. 12 from noon-4 
p.m. at St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Parish at 5408 Locust 
Lane, Harrisburg. Halupki, sometimes called Cabbage Rolls, 
will be sold with Perohi by the Knights of Columbus Council 
#15107. An adult dinner is $11 and a children’s dinner is 
$5. Those under 4 are free. A la carte is available. For infor-
mation, visit www.stannbyz.org.

The Little Flower Club Seniors of St. Theresa 
Parish in New Cumberland is offering a matinee 
Lenten show, “Jesus Christ Super Star,” at Dutch Apple Din-
ner Theatre in Lancaster on March 2. Cost is $73, and the 
deadline is Jan. 31. Call 717-774-6783 or 717-774-5671.

St. Catherine Laboure Knights of Columbus, 
Council 12811, Harrisburg, is presenting a musical, 
“Cabaret,” Jan. 27 and 28 at 7 p.m. in Leo Hall. The show’s 
themes include music from modern musicals. Refreshments 
will also be served. Tickets will be available in the church 
narthex on the weekends after all Masses.

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Enola presents a 
recital by organist Daniel Glessner, with guest artists Gregory 
Glessner (violin) and Tetyana Pyatovolenko (cello) on Feb. 
12 at 3 p.m. in the church. A freewill offering will be taken for 
repairs and upgrades to the church’s pipe organ. For more 
information, contact Daniel Glessner at daniel@danielgless-
ner.com or 717-525-3616.

The Haiti Mission Committee of St. Paul the 
Apostle Parish in Annville is planning a fundrais-
ing weekend to benefit our ministries in Haiti. Proceeds will 
benefit our sister parish, Our Lady of Perpetual Help in St. 
Marc, aid to a school in Goyavier, and educating ten students 
at the Les Bon Samaritains School in St. Marc. The event is 
a silent auction, chili cook-off and cookie bake-off, to be held 
in the parish social hall Feb. 18 from 6:30-8 p.m. and Feb. 
19 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Items for bid include gift certificates, 
theme baskets, household items, works of art, jewelry and 
much more. The chili cook-off will be held Saturday evening, 
and the cookie bake-off will be held Sunday after the 8 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m. Masses – both contests seek cooks/bakers 
and tasters. Only cash or checks will be accepted for the 
auction. Winners will be notified immediately and can pick up 
their items Feb. 19 from 1:30-3:30 p.m. or after all Masses on 
Feb. 25 and 26. Contact Jim or Terri Mascoli at 717-274-3709 
or jmascoli@verizon.net.

Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Cornwall 
will celebrate the first anniversary of its new 
church with a birthday party and concert on February 12 at 
2 p.m. (snow date is Feb. 19). Featuring the music ministry 
choirs and contemporary band from Sacred Heart, Holy Spirit 
Adult Choir and more! Bring your family and friends. Come 
and enjoy an hour of beautiful, inspiring music with birthday 
cake and refreshments to follow. Sacred Heart is located at 
2695 Cornwall Road. 

St. Anne School in Lancaster Announces In-
formational Open Houses for the 2017-2018 school 
year. Sessions will be held Jan. 22 from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m., and 12:30-1:30 p.m., and on Jan. 31 from 6:30-8 p.m. 
The Open Houses will include an information session, a tour 
of the school and the opportunity to meet with current par-
ents. Interested attendees should RSVP to the school office 
at 394-6711 or to woodsuzanne@stannelancaster.org.

St. Theresa School in New Cumberland will 
host an Open House Jan. 29 from 9 a.m.-noon. Enjoy 
a continental breakfast, take a tour of our school, meet the 
teachers and talk to current students and parents. Visit www.
sainttheresaschool.org for the complete schedule of events 
for Catholic Schools Week and for further information. St. 
Theresa School is located at 1200 Bridge Street, New 
Cumberland. 

Our Mother of Perpetual Help School in Eph-
rata will hold an Open House Jan. 29 from 10 a.m.- 
noon. Visitors will have a chance to tour the school and meet 
teachers from grades preschool through eighth. Registration 
forms for the 2017-18 school year will also be available. 
OMPH offers a preschool program for children ages 3 and 4, 
and a full-day kindergarten program. Students in grades 1-8 
experience an education noted for academic excellence in 
an environment which reinforces the Catholic identity. An on-
site after-care program and financial aid are also available. 
OMPH School welcomes children from our local Catholic 
churches, as well as interested members of the general 
community, and is accredited through the Middle States Com-
missions on Elementary and Secondary Schools. For more 
information, call 717-738-2414 or visit www.omph.org.

Divine Redeemer Parish in Mount Carmel 
will hold a “Theme Basket Bingo” Feb. 12 in 
Divine Mercy Hall, 400 Block of West Cherry Street in Mount 
Carmel. Doors open at 1 p.m., bingo starts at 2 p.m. Food 
will be available for sale. Advance tickets are $20, tickets at 
the door are $25. For advance tickets, call 570-373-5936 or 
570-205-8751.

Corpus Christi School in Chambersburg is 
hosting an Open House on Jan. 29 from 12-1:30 p.m. 
All are welcome to tour our school, meet our teachers, and 
discover why Corpus Christi is an excellent educational option 
for children in Franklin County. Our school offers learning 
opportunities beginning with a developmentally appropriate 
Kindergarten and culminating with an academically challeng-
ing Middle School. Corpus Christi School is located at 305 N. 
Second Street Chambersburg, PA 17201. Visit http:// 
cccschambersburg.org to learn more.

Lebanon Catholic School will celebrate Cath-
olic Schools Week with a variety of activities. “Breakfast 
with the Beaver” will be held at Friendly’s Restaurant in Leba-
non from 8 a.m.-noon on Jan. 29. Download a voucher to 
benefit the school at www.lebanoncatholicschool.org. Open-
ing Mass for Catholic Schools Week will be celebrated Jan. 
30 at 10:30 a.m., with donations of soup being accepted to 
benefit Lebanon County Christian Ministries. “Walk Through 
Wednesday” will take place Feb. 1 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., with 
student-led tours provided to alumni and friends of LCS, and 
those considering a Catholic education for their children. For 
more information about Lebanon Catholic School, call 717-
273-3731, ext. 327.

York Catholic High School will be celebrating 
Catholic Schools Week Jan. 28-Feb. 4. The public is 
invited to Family Mass with Bishop Ronald Gainer on Jan. 28 
at 4 p.m. in the auditorium to kick-off the week, followed by 
Battle of the Buildings at 6 p.m. This is a friendly inter-partner 
school competition of “minute-to-win-it” type games in the 
gymnasium. Teachers from St. John the Baptist, St. Joseph 
Dallastown, St. Joseph York, St. Patrick, St. Rose of Lima, 
and York Catholic are the competitors while the families and 
students are the fans. On Feb. 2 at 10:20 a.m., York Catholic 
students and their grandparents are invited to sit together at 
our Catholic Schools Week Mass and enjoy a light brunch 
afterwards. To register for the Grandparents Mass and 
Brunch, contact Alexandra Sterner at 717-846-8871 x222 or 
asterner@yorkcatholic.org by Jan. 30. The annual Student 
Talent Show takes place Feb. 3 at 1:30 p.m. where students 
get an opportunity to showcase their talents for their peers 
and teachers.   

Students at Sacred Heart School in Lancast-
er will present a Fairy Tale performance. With fun 
music and unexpected humor, Sacred Heart School brings to 
life the age-old fairy tale of a young hero’s extraordinary climb 
up a magical beanstalk to seek his fortune and save his family 
from ruin. All are welcome to attend the free performances on 
Feb. 1 at 1 p.m. and Feb. 2 at 7 p.m. at Sacred Heart School, 
235 Nevin Street, Lancaster. Donations will be gratefully 
accepted to underwrite the drama club and the production. 
Nearly one-third of all Sacred Heart students are involved in 
the production – acting, building sets, locating props, creating 
sound, lighting, costuming and make-up.

Good Shepherd School in Camp Hill is con-
ducting a Dream Car Raffle. The grand prize will be a 
new 2017 Lexus NX200t SUV (MSRP $44,677) from Bobby 
Rahal Lexus. The winner may select the vehicle color of their 
choice from in stock vehicles at the time of the auction. The 
grand prize winner may elect to select a $35,000 cash prize 
in lieu of the new Lexus. Two 2nd place prizes of $500 each 
will be awarded, as well as three $100 3rd place prizes. There 
are only 4,000 tickets available for the auction. Tickets can be 
purchased for $25 each or five tickets for $100. Raffle draw-
ing will be Feb. 25. Tickets are available for purchase from 
Good Shepherd School, 3400 Market Street, Camp Hill, PA 
17011. You may visit our Web site to reserve your tickets and 
see official rules www.gsschpa.org/Lexus. Once tickets are 
reserved, you will have 10 school days to send in your check 
or money order to the school. Call Good Shepherd School 
with any questions at 717-737-7261.   

Court Queen of Peace #1023 of the Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas announces the Catholic 
Daughters of The Americas 2017 National Education Contest 
for all children in grades 4-12. Entrants can choose from two 
themes: “Whatever you do for the least of my brethren, you 
do for me,” or “Helping the needy where I live.” For details of 
contest rules and awards, please go to www.catholicdaugh-
ters.org, scroll down the page to frequent downloads, and un-
der contests, select Education Contest Forms. Court Queen 
of Peace #1023, Lancaster, will be sponsoring entries at the 
local level. First place local winners will compete at the state 
level. First place Pennsylvania winners will compete at the 
national level. Local entries must be postmarked or received 
no later than February 15, 2017. All participants must sign 
a completed entry form, and all rules must be adhered to in 
order for the entries to be valid. On the “Return to” portion 
of the entry form, enter the following: Name of Sponsoring 
Court: Queen of Peace No. 1023; City and State of Sponsor-
ing Court: Lancaster, PA; Name of Education Chairperson: 
Margaret T. Giordano; Address and Phone: 1530 Hollywood 
Drive, Lancaster, PA, 17601, 717-390-9035. 

Job Opportunities
Lebanon Catholic School is seeking a cafeteria 

worker to serve the students attractive and nutritious meals in 
a friendly, clean and efficient atmosphere. The job was estab-
lished for the purpose of providing support to the food service 
activities at Lebanon Catholic School with specific responsibilities 
for preparing and serving food items to students and/or school 
personnel and maintaining food service facilities in a safe and 
sanitary condition. Hours are typically 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. No Holidays. Occasional nights for special 
events. Start at $8/hour. This job reports to Food Service Man-
ager. To apply for this position, contact Mr. Blizzard at 717-273-
3731 ext 323 or omnids@lebanoncatholicschool.org.
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“Catholic Schools: Communities of 
Faith, Knowledge and Service” 

This annual celebration includes Masses, 
open houses and other activities for students, 
families, parishioners and community mem-
bers in an effort to focus on the value Catho-
lic education provides to young people and 
its contributions to our Church, our commu-
nities and our nation.  

Connect with your Catholic school for  
information about their events and activities!

Learn about Catholic schools in the dio-
cese and see a list of open houses at www.
hbgdiocese.org/schools.

Celebrate Catholic Schools Week 

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

“God is like a looking glass in which souls see 
each other,” St. Elizabeth Ann Seton once said, 
adding, “the more we are united to Him by love, 
the nearer we are to those who belong to Him.”

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church in Mechan-
icsburg added great beauty to its Divine Mercy 
Chapel during Christmastime with the instal-
lation of two divinely striking stained-glass 
windows that are definitely worth seeing. The 
chapel, newly completed this past year during 
the parish’s extensive building addition project 
and renovations, is located on the southern side 
of the campus and the two new stained-glass 
windows sparkle in the afternoon light that 
generously splashes the chapel. Located in the 
rear of the sanctuary united by the tabernacle, 
worshipers are faced with the likeness of their 
patron saint on the left and St. Faustina Kowal-
ska on the right. 

Both windows, richly colorful when struck by 
God’s beaming rays, are attractive full length 
portraits of the women framed with contextual 
background to add an exquisite element of di-
mension to the art. 

The windows were crafted locally from ini-
tial concept to finished design by Cumberland 
Stained Glass Company located in Mechanics-
burg. In business for more than 
25 years, the company is owned 
by Brian “Buck” Lerew, who has 
been doing stained glass produc-
tion, restoration, and repair for 39 
years. “I love the idea of taking 
a visual concept and then finally 
crafting the glass to then share 
with all,” Mr. Lerew said. The 
company does its excellent work 
for churches and private busi-
nesses all over the world. 

“We see ourselves as crafts-
men,” Travis Wenger and Ryan 
Lengel (22 years combined 
experience) said while they were 
installing the windows the day af-
ter the winter solstice. Even given 
the weak angled winter sun, the 
glass still had a handsome glow 
to them when they were finely fit-
ted into the full length windows. 

“God is love and His Spirit is 
Peace,” St. Faustina wrote in her 
famous diary. “How beautiful is 
the world of the Spirit.” 

The Divine Mercy Chapel at 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church 
speaks beautifully to that soulful 
truth.

January 29-February 4

Newly Crafted Stained Glass Beautifully Adorns  
Divine Mercy Chapel at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Craftsmen Ryan Lengel and Travis Wenger of Cumberland Stained Glass -- www.cumberlandstainedglass.
com -- install the striking images of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, above, and St. Faustina, below, in the Divine 
Mercy Chapel at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church in Mechanicsburg.  

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Make Every Day Valentine’s Day

This Valentine’s Day, why not give your 
spouse a gift that lasts, one that you can both 
enjoy day after day?

 Worldwide Marriage Encounter is return-
ing to the Diocese of Harrisburg on Val-
entine’s Day weekend, February 10-12, 
2017. Thousands of couples from across the 
country can attest that a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter weekend will enrich both you and your spouse, 
giving you a happier, more fulfilling marriage. The weekend 
gives you both the time and tools to revitalize your romance, 
deepen your communication, and nourish the spirituality of 
your marriage.

Friday evening, February 10,  
to Sunday, February 12.

Hampton Inn, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055.
 Early registration is advisable as space is limited. There is 

a $100 application fee to reserve your spot. Visit www.your 
marriageisworthit.org for more information or to register, or call 
412-635-7775. Worldwide Marriage Encounter is under the aus-
pices of the Diocesan Office of Marriage and Family Ministries.
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