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HARASSMENT, BULLYING AND CYBER BULLYING

The Diocese of Harrisburg affirms the inherent value of every individual and upholds the respect
due to each because of his or her uniqueness as a child of God; therefore, the Diocese is
committed to providing for its students an educational environment that is free from physical,
psychological, sexual or verbal harassment.
The Diocese prohibits any form of harassment, including bullying or cyber bullying of or by
students, on or off the school campus.
Bullying shall mean unwelcome verbal, written or physical conduct directed at a student by
another student that has the intent of or effect of:
1. Physically, emotionally or mentally harming a student;
2. Damaging, extorting or taking a student’s personal property;
3. Placing a student in reasonable fear of physical, emotional or mental harm;
4. Placing a student in reasonable fear of damage to or loss of personal property; or
5. Creating an intimidating or hostile environment that substantially interferes with a
student’s educational opportunities.
Cyber bullying includes, but is not limited to, the following misuses of technology: harassing,
teasing, intimidating, threatening, or terrorizing another student, teacher or employee of the
school by sending or posting inappropriate or derogatory email messages, instant messages, text
messages, digital pictures or images, or Web site postings (including blogs). All forms of cyber
bullying are unacceptable and offenders shall be subject to appropriate discipline as noted in this
policy.
Any student who experiences some form of harassment or bullying should report it to the school
administration. Prompt investigation of allegations of harassment or bullying will be made on a
confidential basis by the most immediate administrative authority not accused of or involved
with the allegation to ascertain the veracity of complaints. Any student who engages in
harassment or bullying is subject to discipline, up to and including expulsion, depending on the
seriousness of the offensive conduct.
Every elementary and secondary school shall promulgate this policy to all concerned to make it
clearly understood that harassment of any form is inconsistent with our mission of Catholic
education.
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