
Life, love and half-off condoms 

Recently I dropped into the convenience store to buy a cup 

of coffee. Next to the checkout counter was a “half-price” shelf 

with day old doughnuts, pancake syrup and, condoms. I asked the 

clerk, “Do you have a lot of young people coming in here?” “Yes” 

she said, “especially after school.” I pointed to the condoms 

and told her it sent a terrible message to them – and everyone – 

cheapening and degrading the most important human relationships 

that exist. By this time six or seven customers were lined up 

behind me, and some were grumbling. “I know” she said, “but 

there’s nothing I can do about it.” So I bought all the condoms, 

the other customers waiting while she swiped each packet, which 

gave me the opportunity to explain to them what this meant. Then 

I told her to throw them into the garbage bin behind her, which 

she did. I like to think it made an impression on at least some 

of those customers.    

Many people, even many Catholics, wonder why the Church 

considers the use of contraceptives to be immoral. After all, 

isn’t the decision to have a child a personal and private one? 

And too, isn’t it responsible to limit children, especially in 

difficult economic times? The Church affirms the use of natural 

family planning, the responsible spacing of children, but not 

the out and out rejection of the possibility of the child.   

The Catechism tells us: "God is love and in himself he 

lives a mystery of personal loving communion. Creating the human 

race in his own image … God inscribed in the humanity of man and 

woman the vocation, and thus the capacity and responsibility, of 

love and communion." (2331) Each and every human being is 

conceived in love. But wait, you say, what about casual sex? 



Unloving sex? What about rape? The love that brings every human 

being into existence is not first human love – but rather God’s 

love. Love is the divine impulse that gives existence to 

everything and most especially everyone. That God is existence 

itself, in other words, without God nothing at all would exist, 

is only half the story. Love is at the core, the “essence” of 

existence because “God is Love” (I John 4:7-8). Saint Augustine 

tells us that love always seeks to be united with the beloved. 

So God brings every person into existence because He loves that 

person with limitless love. That a child may be conceived even 

from a rape contradicts that loveless act and redeems the crime 

by bringing forth a person who is the product of God’s love, not 

man’s hate. 

Contraception subtly teaches us to reject the other person, 

to be divided from others, rather than united. It fosters fear 

and suspicion of the other person as a threat to me, to my 

resources and comfort. It teaches me to “hold back” what I have 

from the other, and to withdraw myself from the other person and 

push them away from me. It undermines and degrades the bonds of 

love and concern that should unite us, not divide us. Just think 

of the contraceptive vocabulary; “did you use protection?”; “are 

we safe?” Protection from a baby? Safe from your own child? 

The Church respects, cherishes and treasures the bonds that 

unite people. A contraceptive culture fosters fear, suspicion 

and division. A culture of life fosters openness and acceptance 

of others through mutual giving and sacrifice. These help to 

form the foundation of a civilization of love. 
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