
Marriage, with compliments 

Too many people today are confused about the 

meaning of marriage and family life. Contemporary, 

largely secular society has come to see marriage as 

merely one lifestyle choice among many. It is no longer 

understood as the foundation of civilization and 

community. Many are also opting for marriage-less 

parenting and too many children suffer the heartache of 

divorce, sometimes more than once. 

This is partly due to the misunderstanding of the 

nature and quality of the relationship between women 

and men in marriage, and between mothers, fathers and 

their children.  

In marriage and parenthood the relative strengths 

of man and woman are combined and shared, this is one 

of the great benefits of marriage. Women and men 

compliment and do not compete with one another. In a 

very controversial passage in I Corinthians about women 

and men, Saint Paul nevertheless concludes, “Woman is 

not independent of man or man of woman in the Lord. For 

just as woman came from man, so man is born of woman; 

but all things are from God.” So, they compliment, and 

don’t compete. 

This reality and quality between spouses is at the 

core of marriage and family life. 

This is one of the many positive features of 

marriage between a man and a woman. Let’s face it: no 



matter how hard he tries, a father will never be a 

mother (and, conversely, a mother will never be a 

father). A father can do certain things to make up for 

a missing mother, and vice-versa, but there is a power, 

a force, a complimentarity, when a mother as well as a 

father, is present in a child’s life. 

Motherhood, natural, adoptive, and spiritual, is a 

vocation: it isn’t an accident of nature; moms are 

called by God to be moms. And God gives to moms the 

natural and spiritual gifts necessary for that calling.  

No matter what our relationship and experience with 

motherhood has been, good, bad, or somewhere in 

between, most of us have watched a mother in action 

with awe, whether our own, the mother of our children, 

or another mother we have known. It is awesome: there’s 

an instinct, an insight, a knowledge, a skill, a 

carefulness, a devotion, a quiet courage, even a 

steeliness, (especially with diapers and puke), but 

everything else too. 

Motherhood begins with a yielding to love (or the 

hope for love), a selfless openness to, and sharing of 

life, and an undying dedication to her family. Mothers 

are unique in this way; nobody else can do it like they 

can.  

Men marvel at those characteristics, they really do 

come from God. We can try, as husbands and fathers, to 

support and even to mirror those unique features of 



motherhood, but in the end, it will always take a 

mother to be a mother and a father to be a father.  

Fatherhood has its unique attributes. A father’s 

devotion to his family is no less than a mother’s, but 

it is expressed in different ways. He tends to be 

concerned with the externals more than the internals. 

He is more a lecturer and she is more a counselor. He 

tends to “go out” from the family; she tends to “go 

into” the family. He seeks to support his family with 

achievements outside, she with achievements inside.  

Again, properly embraced and respected, these are 

complimentary and not competing characteristics. A 

father’s masculinity is an intrinsic part of his 

personhood and not merely an accidental feature. A 

mother’s femininity is inherent in her identity. 

Together, they make an essential complimentarity that 

is a necessary strength and not a weakness for their 

family.    


