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Final Preparations  
for 150th Anniversary 

Weekend and Year
By Father Joshua R. Brommer

Special to The Witness
    On the evening of March 2, young people from through-

out the Diocese of Harrisburg will lead us in a prayerful 
experience of the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary as the 
opening weekend of the diocese’s 150th anniversary takes 
place at Holy Name of Jesus Church in Harrisburg. 

    Illuminated by performances enacted by the youth and 
with music under the direction of Mrs. Helen McMonagle, 
the recitation of the Rosary will begin with a preface: the 
prophecy of Simeon to the Blessed Virgin Mary at the time of 
the Presentation. Simeon announced the identity of this Child 
and told His Mother to look forward and see that there will 
be times of trial and suffering before all things are made new. 
In a beautiful way, the Living Rosary celebration will lead 
us spiritually into the anniversary year and point us forward 
toward the way in which Christ will renew us through our 
year-long observance.

    The following morning, March 3 at 10 a.m., Bishop 
Ronald Gainer will solemnly open the sesquicentennial year 
with Holy Mass at Holy Name of Jesus Church, followed by 
a reception with ethnic foods representing the various ethnic 
traditions present in our diocesan family. The Mass will fea-
ture the Diocesan Schola singing works by Bernard Wert, the 
renowned musician who served the Cathedral of St. Patrick 
and the diocese for many years. Even the crozier carried by 
Bishop Gainer for the occasion will connect us to the very 
beginnings of the diocese, as it belonged to the first Bishop 
of Harrisburg, Jeremiah Shanahan. 

    The prayers of the Mass will be offered for the Church, 
praying that this people gathered by Christ “from all the na-
tions” may be “faithful to the mission entrusted to her” and 
“go forward with the human family” as “the leaven and soul 
of human society.” In this celebration, we will not only re-
member the rich history of the diocese, but pray for our con-
tinued faithfulness to “renew human society in Christ and 
transform it into the family of God.”

    All are encouraged to attend the opening events of this 
anniversary year, with representatives requested from each 
parish throughout the entire diocese. During the Sunday 
Masses on March 3 and 4, parishes will inaugurate the ses-
quicentennial year locally with special prayers for the Church 
and by receiving the anniversary prayer card. In addition to 
these opening events and a special pilgrimage to the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C., 
parishes are updating their parish histories for the diocesan 
website and contributing new photographs and video stories 
to help celebrate our rich diversity and blessed history.

    Throughout the year, the theme for our celebration is 
“For a lasting remembrance.” These words are inscribed 
on the papal bull establishing the Diocese of Harrisburg on 
March 3, 1868. Remembering not only conjures up memories 
of the past, but makes present to us the fruits of the many who 
have worked to build up the local Church and have borne wit-
ness to the Gospel through divine worship, charitable works, 
teaching, and the ministry of healing. We remember also to 
celebrate and guide our eyes toward the future generations 
who will inherit the world we help to fashion and the local 
Church we seek to serve.

    The ongoing focus of the year will be to strengthen our 
call to the mission entrusted to us: to proclaim Christ with 
fidelity and love in all that we say and do. It is a time of 
renewal and conversion, not only individually, but also cor-
porately. For this reason, we say in our special prayer for this 
year, “Pour out your heavenly blessing, so that what has been 
done with Your help in our Diocese may come to full matu-
rity in Christ Jesus, our Lord.” Amen!
    (Father Joshua R Brommer is pastor and rector of the 
Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick in Harrisburg, and Director 
of the Diocesan Office for Divine Worship.)

March 2, 2018    Prayer Vigil 
7:00 P.M. at Holy Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg.      
This will include a live enactment of the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary by young 
people from throughout the Diocese, similar in many ways to the  Living Way of the 
Cross.  This event will replace the traditional Palm Sunday Youth Mass and         
Gathering for 2018.  All are welcome and  encouraged to attend. 
 

March 3, 2018    Opening Mass for the Anniversary Year  
10:00 A.M. at Holy Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg.                  
Please join Bishop Gainer as celebrant and Homilist to begin the anniversary year 
celebration. A reception, featuring a sampling of ethnic foods from various ethnic 
and cultural groups that comprise the faithful of the Diocese, will be held                  
immediately following the Mass.  
 

August 28-September 8, 2018  Pilgrimage to Ireland  
Join Bishop Gainer on a twelve-day pilgrimage to the Emerald Isle,  
sponsored by Catholic Charities.  In keeping with the 150th anniversary  celebration, 
the pilgrimage will include a visit to the grave of Saint Patrick, the Patron Saint of 
the Diocese of Harrisburg.  Participation is limited.   
 

November 3, 2018   Pilgrimage to Basilica of the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception 
SAVE THE DATE for this diocesan pilgrimage to the Basilica in Washington, 
D.C.  Additional details will be forthcoming. 
 

March 3, 2019   Closing Mass for Anniversary Year 
In the afternoon at Holy Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg. 
Please join Bishop Gainer as celebrant and homilist for this special Mass to conclude 
our year-long anniversary celebration.   

For more information: www.hbgdiocese.org/150 

150

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Schools in the Diocese of Harrisburg celebrated Catholic Schools Week in the last week of Janu-
ary to highlight their students’ service, leadership, knowledge and success. Pictured here in the 
computer lab at St. Patrick School in York is Derick Pimentel. See additional highlights of Catholic 
Schools Week activities on pages 6 and 7.
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

    Joseph Pisciello was especially eager to attend 
Holy Mass on Feb. 12 at WellSpan York Hospital, 
where he’s been a patient for some time.

    When he had heard about the Mass scheduled in 
conjunction with the annual World Day of Prayer for 
the Sick, Mr. Pisciello, a member of St. Joseph Parish 
in York, circled the date on the calendar in his hospital 
room.

    “For days leading up to this, I bothered all the 
nurses on my floor to make sure that one of them 
would bring me here today,” he said.

    “This is the best Mass I have been to all year,” 
Mr. Pisciello reflected at the conclusion of the liturgy, 
celebrated by Bishop Ronald Gainer in the hospital’s 
Medical Education Pavilion. Mr. Pisciello received 
Holy Communion from the bishop, who administered 
the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick to three 
patients in their rooms.

    World Day of Prayer for the Sick was estab-
lished by St. John Paul II on the Feast of Our Lady 
of Lourdes in 1991 as a special time of offering one’s 
suffering for the good of the Church, and reminding 
the faithful to see the face of the suffering Christ in 
those who are ill.

    The day is in conjunction with the Feast of Our 
Lady of Lourdes, which commemorates the Blessed 
Mother’s appearances to the young, impoverished 
and uneducated Bernadette in Lourdes, France, in 
1858. During one of those 18 apparitions, Mary told 
Bernadette that the faithful must continue to pray for 
the conversion of sinners, and that we can be co-re-
deemers with Christ if we unite our suffering to his. 

    Our Lady also instructed Bernadette, who suf-
fered from asthma, to “Drink of the waters.” Though 
no water was apparent, Bernadette dug down into 
the mud and revealed a stream that emanated from a 
fountain. Today, that miraculous water continues to 
flow, and millions of pilgrims visit Lourdes each year 
to receive healings of body, mind and spirit. 

    Commemorating World Day of the Sick at York 
Hospital, more than 100 people – including hospital 
staff, chaplains and volunteers, as well as patients, 
religious sisters and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion – gathered for the Mass to pray for the 
sick and those who care for them.

    “This World Day of the Sick invites us to pray 
for those who are sick, that they will be given the 
special grace…to understand that the Lord accompa-
nies them; that the Lord didn’t come to take suffering 
away, but rather to give it a new meaning, by entering 
into the depths of human suffering as the means of 
salvation,” Bishop Gainer said in his homily.

    Father Charles Ocul, AJ, Catholic chaplain at the 
hospital, told The Catholic Witness the benefits that a 
patient’s faith can have on their wellbeing.

    “The patients I see believe in both aspects of their 
healing – the physical and the spiritual,” he said.

At WellSpan York Hospital, World Day  
of the Sick Unites Patients with Suffering Christ

    “Some need the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick, some need the Sacrament of the Eucharist, 
some need the Sacrament of Penance, and some need 
supportive counseling. In receiving that care, the pa-
tients open up in a way that also assists in their heal-
ing,” he observed.

    Father Ocul pointed out that pastoral care services 
are also a benefit to hospital staff, who “sometimes 
find themselves worn out, and they want someone to 
talk to, or to connect with God when their schedules 
don’t permit them to go to church.”

    As he was speaking about the benefits of pastoral 
care, Father Ocul was greeted by a former hospital pa-
tient to whom he had ministered – Kathy Crato, who 
spent six weeks in the hospital in the fall of 2016.

    “I was so depressed and down, and then Father 
Charles came and he gave me such hope,” she told 
The Witness. “My faith was reinvigorated, like a ray 
came down from heaven.”

    Dominic Lombardi, Director of the Diocesan Of-
fice of Catholic Life and Evangelization, observing 
the ministry to the sick as a mission of the Church, 
remarked, “Jesus says in the Gospel of John, ‘I came 
that you might have life and have it most abundant-
ly.’ Throughout the Gospels, Jesus healed both hearts 
and bodies, revealing the Father’s merciful love. In 

ROBERT J. CHADDERDON, ELBE PHOTOGRAPHY
A woman receives the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick from Bishop Ronald Gainer during his visit to 
WellSpan York Hospital in observance of the World Day of Prayer for the Sick.

Hospital staff, volunteers, patients and chaplains gather for Mass celebrated in WellSpan York Hospital’s Medi-
cal Education Pavilion on Feb. 12.

proclaiming the Gospel today, the Church gives wit-
ness to Jesus’ ministry through its hospitals, nursing 
homes, and pastoral care staff reaching out in words 
and deeds of healing and consolation, prayer and the 
sacraments, to patients and their families.”

    “Bishop Gainer’s visit to York Hospital and his 
words, prayers, and celebration of the Mass is one of 
communion with the patients and their families there, 
but also throughout the diocese,” Mr. Lombardi said. 
“Let us join our prayers with Bishop Gainer on this 
World Day of the Sick which transpires each year on 
the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, that devotion and 
place of pilgrimage and healing.”

Prayer for the Sick
Gentle and loving God, we are grateful 
for the call 
To serve you in your healing ministry. 
We first ask your blessing on those who 
are sick, 
especially those across the world 
without access to health care.
Bless those who care for sick family 
members in their homes, 
comfort them all with the peace of your 
presence.
We know that as you call us to ministry 
in your name,
you also grace us with the gifts we need 
to accomplish your work.
Strengthen us to provide care, when we 
cannot cure.
Inspire us to reject a mentality that 
diminishes
people into diagnosis or procedures.
Renew in us the compassion and 
tenderness
you showed as you cared for others.
We ask this of you, our creator, our 
healer and our hope, now and forever. 
Amen.

© 2018 Catholic Health Association of the 
United States
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To report suspected abuse of a minor,  
call the toll free PA Child Abuse Hotline:

1-800-932-0313
To report suspected abuse of a minor by a church official,  

employee or volunteer, also please call the  
Diocese of Harrisburg Youth Protection Hotline:

 1-800-626-1608 or email: ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org

Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un menor, llame al número  
de teléfono gratuíto Línea de Ayuda Abuso del Niño Pennsylvania

1-800-932-0313
 Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un menor a manos de un 

official, empleado o voluntario de la iglesia, también llame al número 
de teléfono gratuíto de ayuda diocesana: 

 1-800-626-1608 o envíe correo electrónico:  
ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org

Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

A veteran Catholic radio broadcaster will 
keynote the upcoming benefit dinner for Holy 
Family Radio on April 20: Father Thomas 
Loya, host of the long-running EWTN radio 
program, “Light of the East.”

His keynote topic for the dinner was in-
spired by a call from Pope Saint John Paul 
II, “A Church That Must Breathe with Both 
Lungs, East & West.” 

Bishop Ronald W. Gainer will offer prayers 
and remarks at the event, which will be held at 
the Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey Hotel. The 
evening begins 6 p.m. with a silent auction, 
music and a cash bar. Dinner begins at 7 p.m.  

Father Loya has a diverse and interesting 
background. He is currently the pastor of An-
nunciation of the Mother of God Byzantine Catholic Church in Homer 
Glen, Ill. He is the host of “Light of the East Radio” heard on EWTN 
Radio affiliates, Ave Maria Radio, The Guadalupe Radio Network and 
at www.byzantinecatholic.com. He is also host of the show “Beyond the 
Veil” at RadioMaria.us. He is a member of the Tabor Life Institute for the 
education and formation in The Theology of the Body. Father Loya is also 
a regular contributor to several newspapers, including Homer Glen’s The 
Horizon and to the publication Theosis.

Before entering the seminary, Father Loya earned a degree from the 
Cleveland Institute of Art and pursued a career in commercial art and 
design. He later completed his studies for the priesthood in both Pennsyl-
vania and Rome, where he attended the North American College, earning 
an STB from the Angelicum University. During his time in Rome, Fa-
ther Loya was first exposed to Pope John Paul II’s monumental teaching 
on the human person when he attended his weekly audiences about The   
Theology of the Body. 

Father Loya was ordained in 1982 and later added to his Bachelor of 
Fine Arts by earning a Masters in Counseling and Human Services in 
1993. He has served the Church in youth and young adult ministry as well 
as an artist and design consultant. He has directed many retreats and has 
been a guest speaker at several conventions, including World Youth Day 
2002. Using his background in art, counseling, and Eastern Catholic spiri-
tuality, Father Loya brings the principles of The Theology of the Body 
deep into the lived experience of every aspect of human sexuality.

Reserve your seat now. Ticket prices are $100 each; a table of 8 with 
patron listing is $1,200. Send your check for the number of tickets, in-
clude your name, address and telephone number, and mail to Holy Family 
Radio, PO Box 6028, Lancaster, PA  17607. For questions, call 717-525-
8110. Please consider attending this event, to help the mission of Holy 
Family Radio which operates the only Catholic radio station in the Dio-
cese of Harrisburg, AM 720 WHYF. 

Catholic Broadcaster  
Father Loya to Keynote  

Dinner for Holy Family Radio

Father Thomas Loya

Full-Time Job Opening
Secretary/Director for the Office  

of Stewardship and Development
Are you an outgoing, friendly persuader who can lead a team of development profes-

sionals? Are you looking for new professional challenges? If so, we want to hear from 
you. We are hiring a Full Time Secretary/Director of Stewardship and Development to 
grow our fundraising program. As Head of the Stewardship & Development Office, and 
with a seat on the Administrative Board, you will be responsible for the creation and 
implementation of a strategic fundraising program for the diocese promoting stewardship 
as a core value of the diocese and to all constituents. 

You will be responsible for the formation of a development team focused on identify-
ing and cultivating new donors and sponsors. You will lead all facets of fundraising cam-
paigns and donor/patron relations, oversee fund program development including grant 
applications, and plan and oversee event programming. You will help our parishes in all 
aspects of stewardship and fundraising.

A bachelor’s degree in a related field with at least 10 years’ proven development ex-
perience are required. A master’s degree is preferred. Certified Fund-Raising Executive 
(CFRE) and/or Advanced Certified Fund-Raising Executive (ACFRE) would be advan-
tageous. Bi-lingual English/Spanish highly desirable. Working knowledge of Raiser’s 
Edge a must. Proven leadership and communication skills are required.

You must be a practicing Roman Catholic possessing the ability to respect, promote, 
accommodate and not be in conflict with the mission, moral and social teachings, doc-
trines, and laws of the Roman Catholic faith and must be a Catholic in good standing with 
the Church. For the full job description, visit www.hbgdiocese.org/jobs.

If this sounds like you, apply now to Employment@hbgdiocese.org. 

Annulment Presentations Scheduled
The Tribunal of the Diocese of Harrisburg will offer presentations concerning divorce 

and annulments from the Catholic perspective in the coming months. These presentations 
will be helpful for divorced Catholics, divorced people who wish to marry Catholics, par-
ish leaders involved in the RCIA process and those who have a vested interest because 
of family or friends.

Presentations will include a question-and-answer session and an opportunity for pri-
vate conversation with Tribunal staff and representatives. For more information, call 
717-657-4804 or send an e-mail to tribunal@hbgdiocese.org.

All presentations begin at 7 p.m. They will take place on the following dates at these 
locations:

• March 12 – St. Joseph, York
• March 19 – Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

• May 2 – St. Joseph, Danville
• June 5 – Our Lady of the Visitation, Shippensburg

• June 14 – St. Patrick, Carlisle

•	 February 17 – Annual Lenten Reflection for the 
Diocesan Guild of the Catholic Medical Association 
and St. Thomas More Society of Central Pennsylvania, 
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 8:30 a.m.

•	 February 18 – Celebrate Mass for TET Celebration, St. 
Anne Church, Lancaster, 10:30 a.m.; Rite of Election, 
St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 4 p.m.

•	 February 20 – Attend Hispanic Apostolate Meeting, 
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 10:30 a.m.

•	 February 21 – Teach Lenten Series to High School 
Seniors via wide-area network, 9 a.m.

•	 February 22 – Confirmation at St. Margaret Mary 
Church, Harrisburg, 7 p.m.

•	 February 24 – Confirmation at Seven Sorrows of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Church, Middletown, 10 a.m.

•	 February 25 – Confirmation at St. Richard Church, 
Manheim, 10:30 a.m.

•	 February 27 – Women’s Care Center of York Ribbon 
Cutting Ceremony, 4 p.m.

•	 February 28 – Teach Lenten Series to High School 
Seniors via wide-area network, 9 a.m.

•	 March 1 – Confirmation at St. James Church, Lititz, 
7 p.m.

•	 March 2 – Prayer Vigil and Living Rosary on eve of 
150th Anniversary of the Diocese of Harrisburg, Holy 
Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg, 7 p.m.

•	 March 3 – Opening Mass for the 150th Anniversary of 
the Diocese of Harrisburg, Holy Name of Jesus Church, 
10 a.m.



Jubilee:
The Holy Ground

By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

One of the many joys I have in working at the Diocesan Center is the won-
derful privilege of not only serving at Mass but also being an Extraordinary 
Minister of the Eucharist. It is always a grace for me to pre-
pare the altar, Lectionary and linens, as well as the vessels 
used at Mass.  

One day, as I was “cleaning up” 
after Mass, a Sister of St. Joseph ap-
proached the celebrant and invited 
him to her jubilee liturgy. A jubilee 
celebration, for a religious, is a mo-
ment in time in which all within the 
community gather and celebrate not 
only the fidelity of the specific individual celebrating, but 
most importantly, the awesomeness and the fidelity of a God who calls us 
His Beloved! 

As I walked upon the scene and heard the invitation, I immediately jumped 
for joy! Sister turned to me and announced, “It will be a glorious day!” I de-
clared, “Congratulations! How many years?” Sister approached me and said, 
“Seventy!” As she bathed me with her joyful glance, I felt as if I was reliving 
the Visitation; the moment that Elizabeth heard Mary’s voice and John the 
Baptist jumped for joy at the presence of Christ! Sister radiated an enthusi-
asm that was infectious. She hugged me and whispered, “You understand!” 
I answered, “I do, indeed!  God is absolutely amazing! Jubilees are always a 
time in which heaven and earth unite!”

 I could not help thinking of this story as I began to reflect on the awesome 
grace of living within a diocese while celebrating a 150th jubilee – a Sesqui-
centennial jubilee. What an amazing birthday that is! It truly makes me want 
to dance for joy or sing Psalm 150, which is a song praising God’s surpassing 
greatness: “Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his 
mighty firmament! Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according 
to his surpassing greatness! Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with 
lute and harp! Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings 
and pipe! Praise him with clanging cymbals; praise him with loud clashing 
cymbals! Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!”1   

So many lay faithful, bishops, priests, deacons, religious and consecrated 
serving God and His Church have pointed the way through their loving ser-
vice! Their acts of charity to their fellow human beings as well as their love 
for one another has made the 15 counties of the Harrisburg Diocese truly 
holy ground. It is a holy ground that has, through the grace of God, birthed 
men and women who are not only canonized saints, blesseds as well as ser-
vants of God, but also holy men and women who serve God with their entire 
being shoulder to shoulder with us.

As the Diocese of Harrisburg celebrates its Sesquicentennial this year, I 
thought I would share with you a little about those individuals, both the 
“renowned” and the “easily overlooked” and their stories of faith so that 
you, with me, can declare, “GOD IS ABSOUTELY, ABSOUTELY AMAZ-
ING!!!!

1 New Revised Standard Catholic Edition.  https://www.biblegateway.com
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network 

Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for 
Wives in the Diaconate Program. An educator for 30 years, she is responsi-
ble for Professional Development Programs for every age learner. Through 
her presentations, she challenges her audiences to be the individual God has 
called them to be.)
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LA SANTA MESSA PER LA FESTA DI SAN GIUSEPPE
ITALIAN MASS FOR THE FEAST OF SAINT JOSEPH

Sunday, March 18, 2018 at 1:00 p.m.

 CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
300 West Pine Street
Palmyra, PA 17078 

Reverend Joshua R. Brommer
Reverend Anthony Dill   

Special thanks to:
Rev. Joshua R. Brommer, Chaplain for the Italian Apostolate Ministry

Rev. Anthony Dill, Pastor at the Church of the Holy Spirit
Mario Billow of Daily Funeral Home

&
Through the generosity of the Collura and Manzella families

we will have a traditional St. Joseph Altar created in the social hall where
The Italian Apostolate Ministry Committee
will provide a dinner reception after Mass

For more information, please contact:
Maria DiSanto, 717-554-5698 or disanto1@comcast.net

Mariella Amato, 717-278-9420

‘Undefeated Courage’ Pro-Life 
Benefit Dinner and Dance

February 24 from 6-10 p.m.
West Shore Elks Lodge 2257

108 North St. Johns Church Road, Camp Hill

Support the life-affirming alternatives that the Undefeated Courage min-
istry continues to offer lovingly to mothers and fathers in their decision to 
choose life for their pre-born child. Come celebrate the life-saving work of 
Undefeated Courage with games of chance, all-you-can-eat Italian buffet, 
dancing and live music provided by Ribics’ Cube 3. Hear updates on signifi-
cant progress made locally by the closing of Hillcrest abortion center, recent 
real-life client success stories and exciting information on support opportuni-
ties available for individuals and businesses to get involved to partner with 
Undefeated Courage in providing a mobile ultrasound unit. 

Donations of $20 per person made by cash, credit card or check will be 
accepted at the door, and children 10 and under are free. For more informa-
tion about the life-saving work Undefeated Courage provides local women 
and men in crisis pregnancies and other events, visit www.undefeatedcourage.
org and www.facebook.com/undefeatedcourage.

Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic Women’s
93rd Annual Convention

“Caring for God’s Creation”

Bishop Ronald W. Gainer, principal celebrant and homilist,
Concelebrated Mass with priests and deacons of the diocese

Keynote speaker: Rose Folsom – “Cultivating the Garden of Your Soul”
Rose is the founder of Virtue Connection, a lay member of the Dominican 

Order, conductor of workshops for religious education classes, women’s con-
ferences and the First National Symposium on Family Peace. She has written 
more than 100 articles on her virtueconnection.com blog and launched a Vir-
tue Connection Facebook page.

Afternoon workshops (opportunity to attend two sessions)
Alycia Laureti – “Women Disciples: Sharing our Gifts with Others”
Terri Rosenstein – “Living as Catholic Women in a Secular Society”
Rose Folsom – “Love Notes from God to Recovering Women”
Kathy Kokoski – Service Project for the Homeless (supplies provided)

There will be a meditation room, exhibits,  
religious and Fair Trade items for sale.

A Silent Auction will benefit the HDCCW Scholarship Fund.
The day will close with a prayer service.

Cost: $25 - Includes registration fee, continental breakfast and lunch.
Registration and continental breakfast from 8–9 a.m.

Registration deadline is April 2 
Contact Linda at 717-939-3629 or linda.hartzell@comcast.net

Cancellations must be received by April 9

 

April 16, from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

All women of the diocese  
are cordially invited to attend.



February 16, 2018 • The
 Catholic Witness - 5 

For information  
on the appeal, and to  
make a donation, visit  

www.hbgdiocese.org/blacc

Bishop’s Annual  
Lenten Appeal

“Love Made Visible”

“Your gift is a  
priceless gift, no  

matter the size, as  
it will bring about  
the positive change 
that Jesus calls us to 
create in the world.”

Encounter Lent with Rice Bowl
By Pete Biasucci

Special to The Witness
As we enter into this season of Lent, individuals and families 

are often faced with the simple question of “what are you giv-
ing up?” 

This year, Catholic Relief Services challenges us to broaden 
or view of the sacrificial nature of the season that Lent pro-
vides. Through prayer, fasting and almsgiving, the Rice Bowl 
invites families to reflect on the question, who is my neighbor? 

With the use of the simple and symbolic rice bowls, indi-
viduals can address these three traditional spiritual pillars of the 
season and make a difference in the lives of others. 

Through the efforts of our schools and parishes, contributions to 
Rice Bowl are used by both our diocese and Catholic Relief Ser-
vices to provide for others by helping to meet the basic needs such 
as food, shelter and clothing. 

Participate by accessing a variety of resources, including reflec-
tions, stories of hope and Lenten recipes, at https://www.crsrice-
bowl.org. 

Many parishes have Rice Bowls available. At the conclusion of 
Lent, return the money from your bowl to the parish, which can be 
done in an envelope marked “Rice Bowl.”

    (Pete Biasucci is the Assistant Executive Director of Catholic 
Charities for the Diocese of Harrisburg.)

Fasting from meat on Fridays during 
Lent helps us “acquire a mastery 
over our instincts and freedom 
of heart.”(CCC 2043). Fasting 
is meant to free us. It helps 
us feel our physical hunger, 
and in turn, our spiritual 
hunger for the infinite love 
found only in God.

Gather your community, 
your friends or your fam-
ily for a simple, meatless 
meal, an opportunity to eat 
while living in solidarity 
with our brothers and sisters 
around the world. 

When you’ve cleaned your 
plate, remember to put the money 
you saved by not buying meat – an 
average of $3 per person per meal – into 
your CRS Rice Bowl to feed our brothers and sisters in need 
around the world. 

Makes 6–8 Bean Cakes 

1 can black-eyed peas, drained
1 small onion, chopped
2 carrots, peeled and chopped
1 egg, whisked
½ t salt
½ t black pepper
1 c flour
¼ c vegetable oil
Place black-eyed peas in a blender 

with the onion, carrots and egg. Blend 
to a smooth paste, and add salt and pep-
per. If bean mixture has too much liquid 
to form cakes, add flour, ¼ cup at a time 
to thicken until you can form into cakes. 
Divide into 6 to 8 portions and place in 
hot vegetable oil. Flatten each one into 
a disc using a spatula. Fry until browned 
(about 5 to 7 minutes), turning occasion-
ally. Serve with rice.

BEAN CAKES – Burkina Faso

LENT
prepare the way of the lord

Lenten Guidelines Focus on Prayer, Fasting, Almsgiving
    The traditional Lenten practices of piety, fasting, almsgiving 
and other forms of self-denial are recommended by the Church.
    The faithful observance of Lent should manifest itself 
especially in the imitation of Christ in daily life and in the 
readiness to sacrifice time and talents whenever possible in 
personal, parish and community efforts for those in spiritual or 
material need. The spiritual hunger of the unchurched locally 
and in mission lands can be a focus of prayers and charitable 
giving.
    Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of abstinence 
from meat for those who are 14 years of age and older. They 
are also days of fasting for those between 18 and 59 years of 
age. Those bound by the law of fasting may take one full meal. 
Two smaller meals are also permitted according to one’s needs. 
Eating between meals is not permitted, but liquids, including 
milk and fruit juices, are allowed. When health or ability to 
work is seriously affected, the law does not oblige.
    All Fridays in Lent are days of abstinence from meat for 
those 14 years of age and older.
    Fridays of the year outside Lent remain days of penance. 
The traditional abstinence from meat is highly recommended, 
together with fasting, by the Bishops of the United States, for 
the cause of peace in the world (see the Pastoral Letter on War 
and Peace, The Challenge of Peace: God’s Promise and Our 
Response, May 3, 1983, paragraph 298.) However, some other 
practice of voluntary self-denial or personal penance may be 
substituted. 
    You can find a wealth of Lenten resources online at www.
hbgdiocese.org/lent.
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Catholic Schools Week:

At St. Patrick School in Carlisle, an online game brought stu-
dents, religious sisters and priests together in a friendly competi-
tion that tested their knowledge about the Catholic Church and 
about pop culture.

Seventh- and eighth-grade girls teamed up with Sisters of 
Christian Charity from Holy Spirit Convent in Camp Hill, while 
their male counterparts paired with parish priests to play via the 
Kahoot game-based learning platform. Prompted with questions 
asked by principal Antoinette Oliverio, the contestants submitted 
their answers via tablets that connected to a large screen for the 
rest of the students to watch. 

“Sister Power” versus “The Doods” offered an uproarious yet 
educational experience for the school, as contestants answered 

questions about the Beatitudes, the saints and women in the 
Bible – and the students were pleasantly surprised to learn of 
one priest’s familiarity with pop artists Justin Bieber and One 
Direction.

The Kahoot competition capped off a daylong visit by the 
priests and the sisters and a Faith Bee for students in grades 
four through eight.

“This day was a great success. Many students here have 
never met a religious sister before, so they were intrigued to 
learn about their religious vocation. And to have a fun and excit-
ing time with priests and sisters – that’s a great way for students 
to connect with them,” Mrs. Oliverio said.

At St. Patrick School in York, 
service to the Catholic Harvest 
Food Pantry is a continuous 
effort – not just during Catholic 
Schools Week, but throughout 
the entire school year. “Our on-
going efforts with the food pan-
try helps show our students the 
importance of helping to care for 
people who are in need,” said 
Kathleen Smith, principal.

During Catholic Schools 
Week, all classes – from PreK4 
through sixth grade – gathered 
in groups in the cafeteria to sort 
and pack items for the pantry. 
Once the items were packed 
into boxes, fifth and sixth grad-
ers delivered them on site, and 
completed a service project 
there, offering assistance for 
those in the York community.

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Father Joshua Cavender, background, parochial vicar at St. Patrick Parish, and his  
teammates, “The Doods,” celebrate a correct answer in the online Kahoot  
competition.

Lorraine Durbin and Christian Charity Sisters Felice Donnelin, Eliza-
beth Kovacs and Romaine Niemeyer consider their answers to ques-
tions on the Church and pop culture during a Catholic Schools Week 
game at St. Patrick School in Carlisle.

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Austin Wachter, Pearce Alleyne and Travis Gamboa assemble 
packaged donations for the Catholic Harvest Food Pantry as part 
of the school’s ongoing service for the non-profit organization.

In a STEM 
activity at 
St. Patrick 
School in 
York, Dylan 
Larson uses 
cereal to 
demonstrate 
the  
difference in 
the proximity 
of molecules 
in solids, 
liquids and 
gasses. 

COURTESY OF NICOLE NIROSKY
Students from St. Patrick School in York offer ser-
vice at the Catholic Harvest Food Pantry, one of the  
largest food pantries in York County.
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Choose a school for your child that will prepare them for more than just the next grade.

Catholic Schools educate the Whole Child. We strive to educate each student in mind, body and spirit.

We believe that every child is a gift from God. We work with parents to unlock
amazing potential of every student.
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in college scholarships.
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Learn. Serve.  
Lead. Succeed.

Lebanon Catholic School students Makenna Purcell and Caroline 
Muller take part in an electrical engineering activity involving the 
installation of receptacles.

Students at Lebanon Catholic School examined 
STEM careers during a daylong STEM Summit, 
which converted the gym into nine stations that 
featured fast-paced and exciting experiments and 
competitions in robotics, electrical engineering, 
biology, chemistry and physics. 

Offered by the Junior Achievement program, the 
STEM Summit was guided by local volunteers 
who shared their background and career informa-
tion with high school students.

Concurrently, middle school students participat-
ed in STEM activities through the YES! program, 
and elementary students completed lessons fea-
turing the letter “R” in STREAM: Religion.

“We certainly want our students to be fully pre-
pared for STEM careers, and the STEM Summit 
and its related activities offered an exciting way to 
bring that to our entire student body,” said Rose 
Kury, principal.

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Learning about building methods employed by the Egyptians, Stella Gibble, Jasmine Ambriz, 
Ava Seifert and Kiara DeReyes Wuite work together with strings, cups and a rubber band to 
build a pyramid.

In a simulated epidemiology lab test, Michael Miranda and Jacob Ferreira mix specimens to 
examine the spread of illness.
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Coming off a banner season at 19-2 overall and rolling through 
the District 3 Class AA team brackets, the Crusaders of Bishop 
McDevitt High School in Harrisburg came up short in defense of 
their 2017 team title in this year’s championship against Boiling 
Springs, falling 43-24 to the Bubblers at Milton Hershey’s Spar-
tan Center on Feb. 3. The match was a see-saw battle most of the 
way, until Boiling Springs – setting a new district record with 
eight team titles – surged ahead in the upper weights via swing-
bout wins and bonus points. Both the Crusaders and the Bubblers 
moved on to the state team competition at the nearby Giant Center 
the following week, where Coach Dean Shields’ Crusader squad 
beat Westmont-Hilltop, 35-19, in the first round before falling to 
defending state champion Reynolds, 55-9, in the quarterfinals. 

District Title  
Repeat Slips 

McDevitt’s Grasp

Above: Dray Donley ties up with Boiling Springs’ Colby Tennyson at 195 lbs.
Left: Bishop McDevitt’s Elisha Cooksey loses his grasp on his opponent at the District 3 Class AA 
team wrestling finals. 
Below: 2017 state silver medalist Chase Shields reacts after pinning Peyton Stauffer just over a  
minute into the 120-lb. bout.

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Diocesan Men’s  
Conference

Keynote Speaker  
~ Father Chris Alar,

one of the foremost  
authorities on the Divine 

Mercy apparitions  
and message

Principal Celebrant  
and Homilist  

for Mass ~  
Bishop Ronald Gainer

Workshops, Eucharistic 
Holy Hour,  

Sacrament of  
Reconciliation,
 Lunch, Vendors  
and Camraderie
For registration  

information,  
contact Sherri Ney

sney@hbgdiocese.org  
or 717-657-4804, ext. 227

For general information, 
contact Jim Gontis

jgontis@hbgdiocese.org  
or 717-657-4804, ext. 227

Fax 717-657-3790
Visit:  

www.hbgdiocese.org/men

Department of Catholic Schools
School President Job Opening

   
 The Department of Catholic Schools for the Diocese of Harrisburg 
is currently accepting résumés and letters of interest for the newly 
created position of President of Bishop McDevitt High School in 
Harrisburg. Minimum Qualifications: Practicing, knowledgeable 
Catholic who is in good standing with the Church and actively 
involved in the Catholic community; thorough understanding of 
Catholic school philosophy; commitment to modeling the values 
of Catholic educational leadership; catechetical certification (or in 
process); bachelor’s degree in finance, business or education; five 
years of progressive leadership and managements in the field of 
education or an organization of equivalent complexity. Preferred 
Qualifications: master’s degree in finance, business or education; five 
years of administrative experience. For more information, visit https://
www.hbgdiocese.org/jobs. 
    

Send résumé and letter of interest by March 15 to: 

Livia Riley, Superintendent of Schools, 
Diocese of Harrisburg, 4800 Union Deposit Road,  

Harrisburg, PA 17111-3710
 (717) 657-4804, ext. 222  

Email: lriley@hbgdiocese.org
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St. Patrick Patch Workshop 
for Girl Scouts and American Heritage Girls

March 17 from 1-4:15 p.m. 
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

Come Celebrate the Feast of St. Patrick,
Patron Saint of the Diocese of Harrisburg,
and the 150th Anniversary of the Diocese.

Confession will be available during the workshop.
Mass following the workshop at 4:30 p.m.

$7 registration fee per girl
Register at www.hbgdiocese.org/youth

Registration closes March 5
No walk-ins or late registrations will be accepted.

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Enola – Six 
dinners during Lent in the church social hall from 4-7 p.m. on 
Fridays through March 23. Menu includes seasoned baked cod, 
church-made baked macaroni & cheese, church-made pierogies, 
veggie or stewed tomatoes, Cole slaw, roll, dessert & coffee or 
punch. Baked fish for adults, $11; Mac & cheese for adults, $10; 
Pierogi for adults, $10; any meal for children is $5. Eat-in or take-
out. No reservations needed.Classical acoustical guitar dinner 
music provided by Nate.

St. Peter Parish, Columbia – Lenten Friday Fish Fry 
begins Feb. 16 in the Parish Center. A variety of fish platters and 
other non-meat dishes prepared by the women of the parish. 
Included in the price of the fish platters are: Cole slaw, macaroni 
and cheese, a vegetable, French fries, and coffee or tea. Home-
made soups, weekly specials, a la carte items and desserts also 
available. Eat-in or take out every Friday through March 23 from 
4-6:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross follow at 7 p.m. in the church.

Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Parish, Middletown – Annual Fish Fry begins Feb. 16 and 
continues weekly through March 23 from 5-8 p.m. in the school 
cafeteria. All-you-can-eat batter-dipped fish (eat-in only) plus 
lemon-pepper fish, crab cakes, jumbo fried shrimp, macaroni and 
cheese, pierogies, and a variety of delicious desserts, includ-
ing chocolate cake with peanut butter icing and coconut cream 
pie. New this year: a variety of seafood platters, including fish, 
scallops, shrimp, and crab cakes and weekly specials. Dine-in or 
place your takeout order by calling 717-944-5488 after 4 p.m. All 
orders or reservations must be received by a volunteer; phone 
messages cannot be accepted. Also available for sale, deli-
cious handmade chocolate eggs in peanut butter, butter cream, 
coconut, and peppermint, dipped in white, dark, or luscious milk 
chocolate, for $1 each. For more information, including full menu, 
visit www.ssbvm.org.

Knights of Columbus Council 10193 of Mary, 
Gate of Heaven Parish, Myerstown – Fish dinners on 
Feb. 16 and March 23 from 5-6:30 p.m. for dinners and take-out, 
followed by Stations of the Cross. Cost is $10 and includes baked 
haddock filet, baked potato, Cole slaw, and dinner rolls. Coffee, 
iced tea and light desserts will be provided for dine-in only. Must 
have ticket for dinner and take-outs. Limit of 150 dinners. Tickets 
can be obtained by calling Joe Plum at 717-383-3848. 

St. John the Baptist Parish, New Freedom – Three 
Lenten Dinners prepared and sponsored by Knights of Columbus 
Council #8891. Dinners will be held Feb. 23, March 9 and March 
23 from 4-7 p.m. in the Father Capitani Social Hall. Dinners 
priced from $8-$18, with choice of lump crab cakes, panko-fried 
cod, fried shrimp. Dinners include Cole slaw, green beans, dinner 
roll, & beverage. A la carte items available at an additional cost: 
baked potato, breaded mozzarella cheese sticks, mac & cheese, 
French fries, homemade soup, delicious desserts. Carry-out 
available.

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Cornwall – Fish Din-
ners on Feb. 7, 14, 21 and 28, and March 7, 14, 21 and 28 from 
4-7 p.m. Baked and fried fish, baked and fried potatoes, slaw, 
applesauce and “Bernie’s Bakers” famous homemade desserts, 
all for only $9!  Kid’s (12 and under only) meal of chicken tenders 
and fries for $4.

St. Joan of Arc Knights of Columbus, Hershey 
– Fish Fry in the school cafeteria from 5-8 p.m. on Feb. 23 and 
March 9. Fried or baked fish, French fries or mac & cheese, Cole 
slaw or applesauce. Drinks and desserts will be available. The 
proceeds benefit Knights of Columbus charities.

Holy Angels Parish, Kulpmont – Lenten Fish Dinners 

on Fridays during Lent, beginning Feb. 16, from 4-6 p.m. in the 
Activity Center. Dinner includes soup and salad bar, fruit cup, 
baked fish, potato, vegetable, bread, dessert and beverage. 
Donation is $9 for adults, $5 for children 12 and under. Stations 
of the Cross at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. on Fridays during Lent at Holy 
Angels Church. 

St. Rose of Lima Parish, York – Annual seafood fund-
raiser during the Lenten season, beginning with a lunch on Ash 
Wednesday (Feb. 14) from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Then, lunches 
and dinners will be served every Friday through March 23. Lunch-
es will run from 11:30 a.m.-1:30, dinners from 4-7 p.m. For menus 
and additional information, visit www.saintroseoflimayork.org. 

Knights of Columbus of St. Jude Thaddeus Par-
ish, Mifflintown – Annual Lenten Fish Dinners in the church 
social hall on Fridays through March 23 from 4-7 p.m. All-you-
can-eat meal includes fried and baked fish, popcorn shrimp, fried 
clams, French fries, macaroni and cheese, stewed tomatoes, 
corn, green beans, Cole slaw, applesauce, rolls, puddings and 
a selection of homemade desserts. Pay at the door: Adults $12; 
ages 6-12 $6; children 5 under free. If you have any questions, 
call Joe Zarnowski, 908-892-0271. 

St. Francis Xavier Parish, Gettysburg – Lenten Fish 
Fry Dinners on Fridays Feb. 16, 23, March 2, 9 and 23 from 5-7 
p.m. at Xavier Center, 465 Table Rock Road. Dine-in or take-out. 
Adult and children’s portions available, and children under 5 eat 
free. No fish fry March 16. Call 717-334-4048 or visit www.stfxcc.
org for information.

St. Theresa Parish, New Cumberland – Lenten 
Soup and Bread Series with guest speaker Father Samuel 
Dubois, who will offer a series of talks on the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass on Feb. 26, and March 5, 12 and 19. Soup is served at 6 
p.m., and the speaker begins at 6:30 p.m. There is no cost, but a 
free-will offering will be taken.

St. Rita Parish, Blue Ridge Summit – Poor Man Sup-
pers after evening Masses on Wednesdays during Lent. Mass will 
be celebrated at 6:30 p.m., followed by the Poor Man Supper. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Spring Grove – 
Seafood Dinners every Friday of Lent at the Parish Center, 1031 
Sprenkle Rd., 717-225-1704. Check parish Web site for menu 
and weekly dinner specials: www.sacredheartsg.com.

Divine Redeemer Parish, Mount Carmel – Lenten 
Dinner on Feb. 23 from noon-2 p.m. in Divine Mercy Hall, featur-
ing macaroni and cheese, and haluski. Eat-in or take-out. Chili by 
the quart available for take-out only.

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish, Har-
risburg – Annual Lenten Fish Dinners sponsored by Knights 
of Columbus Council #15137 on Feb.16 and 23, and March 2, 9, 
16, and 23 from 4:30-7 p.m. in the Social Hall in the basement of 
the church. Beer-battered haddock, lightly seasoned oven-baked 
cod, or large breaded shrimp (combo plates available). Half 
portions and fish sticks available for kids. Dinners include fresh 
Cole slaw, choice of homemade mac & cheese, baked potato 
or French fries, beverage and dessert. Adult dinners are $10, 
kids’ meals are $5. Take-outs available. Proceeds enable the 
council to support the needs of the parish and parish community. 
Handicap accessible ramp is located on Woodbine St. Join us for 
Stations of the Cross at 7:15 p.m. each Friday evening.

St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Parish, Harrisburg 
– Hot and tasty fish and perohi dinners will be available Wednes-
days from 4-6 p.m. for $10 in the parish hall. Homemade soups, 
halushki, mac & cheese, side dishes and desserts will also be 
available. Perohi will be sold frozen each Wednesday during the 

dinners and from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Wednesdays, as well as on 
Saturdays in Lent from 9 a.m.-noon. Fillings available will be po-
tato and cheese, cabbage, sauerkraut, prune, farmer cheese and 
apple. Smoked kielbasa rings and sticks will also be available 
for sale. The dinners & perohi/kielbasa sales begin Feb. 21 and 
end March 21. For more info, call 717- 652-0545 or visit www.
stannbyz.org.

Our Lady Help of Christians Parish, Lykens – 
Weekly Friday fish fry during the Lenten season will be held each 
week through March. The menu will include a variety of seafood, 
both baked and fried. The church social hall will be open to eat-in 
or carry-out each Friday from 4-7 p.m. Call 717-453-9931 to order 
ahead. There will not be a fish fry on Good Friday.

Holy Infant Parish, Manchester – Lenten Fish Dinners 
in the parish hall on Fridays Feb. 16 and 23, and March 2 from 
4:30-6:45 p.m. Dinner menu changes weekly and includes baked 
fish, vegetable, additional side dish, Cole slaw or apple sauce, 
roll & butter, and a drink. Adult (12 and up) dinners are $8; chil-
dren (6-11) $5; children under 6 are free. Delicious desserts and 
a la carte items may also be purchased. Take-home meals are 
available as well. Stations of the Cross Lenten devotions follow 
in the church at 7 p.m. For more information, please contact the 
parish office (717-266-5286) on weekdays from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

St. Philip the Apostle Parish, Millersville – Lenten 
meals Feb. 16 and 23, and March 9, 16 and 23 from 4-6:30 p.m. 
Fish fillet sandwiches, fish sticks, pizza slices, fried cod sand-
wiches and crab cake sandwiches. Platters of fish fillet ($7.50) 
and crab cakes ($8 and $11) include mac & cheese, French fries, 
vegetable and Cole slaw. Side orders of fries, mac & cheese, 
stewed tomatoes, Cole slaw and cold drinks. Stations of the 
Cross take place at 7 p.m. 

Immaculate Conception BVM Parish, Berwick – 
Lenten Fish Fry Feb. 16 and 23, and March 2, 9, 16 and 23 from 
11 a.m.-7 p.m. Dinners are $8. Batter-dipped fried or baked fish, 
breaded shrimp or chicken tenders, with choice of two sides: 
French fries, baked potato, corn, baked beans, Cole slaw and 
homemade mac & cheese. Homemade pies and rice pudding 
available, as well as coffee, iced tea and soda. Call 570-759-
9227 for take-out, or eat in the parish center.

St. Matthew Parish, Dauphin – Lenten Fish Dinners 
Feb. 23, March 9 and March 23 from 4-6:30 p.m. in the parish 
activity center. Baked haddock, pierogis, homemade crab cakes 
and a children’s dinner. Desserts offered a la carte. Take-out 
is available. Dinners hosted by Knights of Columbus Council 
#15351. Proceeds after expenses benefit St. Matthew the Apostle 
and Evangelist Catholic Church.

    St. Cecilia Parish, Lebanon – Lenten Fish Din-
ners every Friday in Lent through March 23 in the 120 East 
Lehman Street social hall from 4-7 p.m. Cost is $9. Eat-in or 
take-out.

    Holy Spirit Parish, Palmyra – Fish Fry on Feb. 
16 and 23, and March 2, 9, 16 and 23 from 3-7 p.m., featuring 
North Atlantic haddock (baked or fried), crab cakes, shrimp, 
clam strips, pierogis, soup, mac & cheese and homemade 
desserts. 

    Holy Name of Jesus Parish, Harrisburg – Fri-
day Fish Dinners hosted by the Knights of Columbus. Dinners 
in the social hall every Friday from Feb. 16 through March 23 
from 5-7 p.m. Enjoy a baked or pub-battered fish dinner with 
all of your favorite sides for $8. Weekly special meals will also 
be offered for $13 or $17.

Lenten Fish Dinners
(A listing of these dinners is also available online at www.hbgdiocese.org/lent.

Announcements for the fish dinners can be submitted via e-mail to communications@hbgdiocese.org for promotion.) 

Department of Catholic Schools
School Principal Job Opening

    The Department of Catholic Schools for the Diocese of Harrisburg is currently accepting 
résumés and letters of interest for the position of Executive Principal of Our Lady of Lourdes 
Regional School located in Coal Township for the 2018-2019 School Year. Lourdes Regional 
School serves students in a co-educational, spiritual learning environment for grades PreK4-12. 
Minimum Qualifications: Practicing, knowledgeable Catholic; thorough understanding of 
Catholic school philosophy; commitment to modeling the values of Catholic educational 
leadership; PA Administrators Certificate (or in process); catechetical certification (or 
in process); five years of teaching experience. Preferred Qualifications: three years of 
administrative experience; catechetical certification (or in process); master’s degree in 
educational administration. 
    Desirable Leadership Characteristics: Experience at marketing, recruitment, and fiscal 
management; collaborative leadership style with good interpersonal and team-building skills; 
oral and written communication and motivational skills; experience in instructional leadership. 
Curriculum development, teacher supervision, and effective instruction; knowledge and 
application of instructional technology; ability to effectively represent the school and the 
Church.  

    Send résumé and letter of interest by March 15 to: 
Livia Riley, Superintendent of Schools, 

Diocese of Harrisburg, 4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg, PA 17111-3710
 (717) 657-4804, ext. 222  

Email: lriley@hbgdiocese.org
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Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in February 
during the past 25 years:
Deacon Stephen Bankos, 1996
Father Paul Miller, 2004
Father Philip DeChico, 2006
Msgr. Lawrence Overbaugh, 2008
Father Brian Conrad, 2011
Deacon James Sneeringer, 2011
Father Joseph Hilbert, 2014
Father Louis P. Ogden, 2015.

The names of the following deceased per-
sons have been submitted by their parishes. 
Please remember in your prayers the happy 
repose of these recently departed souls and 
the consolation of their loved ones.

BERWICK – Immaculate Conception 
BVM: Sharon Kerlish.

BLUE RIDGE SUMMIT – St. Rita: 
Paul Scheurich.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: Marion 
Bange, Anne Cooper, Michael Holder,  
Marjorie O’Boyle Demaree, Madelyn 
McGee. 

COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady of 
Hope: Irene Bradley, Walter Cook, Florence 
Grabowicz, Diane Kent, Rita Williams.

DANVILLE – St. Joseph: Harold 
Kreigh.

ELIZABETHTOWN – St. Peter: Shelly 
Baumbach, Edward VanHorn.

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis Xavier: 
James G. Sneeringer, Jr.

HANOVER – St. Joseph: Vincent 
Anthony Geppi, Steven Daniel Ross,  
Elizabeth Gizella Szabo; St. Vincent  
de Paul: Daniel R. Brady, Martha M. Staub.

HARRISBURG – Cathedral Parish of 
St. Patrick: Holy Family: Francis Knapp; 
St. Catherine Labouré: Robert J. Traino; St. 
Francis of Assisi: Angel Declet-Rios, Jody 
Slaughter; St. Margaret Mary: Timothy 
John Driscoll, Sr., William F. Murphy.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: Pat Carter, 
Nello Fratti, Joseph B. Gray, Jr., Yolanda 
Herman, Dina Mishler, Norma Moore.

LEWISTOWN – Sacred Heart of Jesus: 
Harold J. Diedrich.

LYKENS – Our Lady, Help of Chris-
tians: Lawrence A. Krepich, Madoline 
Claire Laing.

MARYSVILLE – Our Lady of Good 
Counsel: Madeline Decker.

MCSHERRYSTOWN – Annunciation 
BVM: Ricarda Carter, Nadine Klunk.

MECHANICSBURG – St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton: Angelo “Angie” Gallo, George 
L. Hannon, Barbara Powley; St. Joseph:  
Beatrice Connolly, Rita Furjanic, Jean 
Glasser, Betty Sacoman, John Usaitis;  
St. Katharine Drexel: Carol Bolosky.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine Redeemer: 
Stella C. Blackwell, Dorothy H. Chesney, 
Lorraine A. Kutza, Teresa M. Migash, 
Raymond Moncavage, Alice M. O’Donnell, 
Catherine A. Vincenzes.

NEW CUMBERLAND – St. Theresa: 
Edward Bricker.

NEW OXFORD – Immaculate Concep-
tion BVM: Eileen A. Berlan, Mary L. Noel, 
Mary A. Roller, Sandra Slagle, Austin A. 
Staub, Jr.

ROHRERSTOWN – St. Leo the Great: 
Richard Hobday, Will Lawrence, James 
White, Jr.

YORK – Immaculate Conception BVM: 
Anne Barton, Joanne Borgel; St. Joseph: 
Howard Rice.

Lancaster County March Gathers Witnesses for Life
    The second annual Lancaster County March for Life was held at St. John 
Neumann Parish in Lancaster on Jan. 19 in conjunction with the March for Life 
in Washington, D.C. The day included prayer, music, a live video feed from 
Washington, lunch, an indoor walk, and videos.
    Presentations were given by A Woman’s Concern Pregnancy & Parenting 
Resource Center of Lancaster; and Off The Streets, a ministry that provides 
assistance for people experiencing homelessness to transition to a home of their 
own. Another very powerful testimony was given by a woman who had faced an 
unplanned pregnancy at a young age. She was encouraged to have an abortion 
but instead chose life, and her baby was adopted. Information was also available 
on Mom’s House, The Society of St. Vincent de Paul, the Pennsylvania Pro-Life 
Federation, and Hospice of Lancaster.
   Many Catholic parishes (one from as far away as the Philadelphia area), as well as 
churches of many other denominations were represented by the attendees, including 
Community Bible Church of Marietta, Grace ECC of Manheim, Grace Covenant of 
Harrisonburg, Va., New Life Assembly of God of Lancaster, Harvest Bible Church 
of Lancaster, Grace Baptist Church, and Calvary Church of Lancaster.
    The local event was initiated by the Sanctity of Life Committee of Our Lady of 
Lourdes Parish in New Holland with the help of Ceil Ritchey of St. Leo Parish in 
Rohrerstown and Bernice White of St. John Neumann Parish in Lancaster.  
    Proceeds from a free-will offering were given to Off The Streets 
Ministry. Anyone interested in supporting Off The Streets or A Woman’s Concern 
can do so by emailing or calling them.  For a Woman’s Concern: 717-394-
1561 or www.PregnancyLancaster.com. For Off The Streets: 717-723-8084 or 
offthestreetsnowlancaster@gmail.com.
    Upcoming pro-life events in the Lancaster area include a Pro-Life Benefit 
Breakfast at St. James Parish in Lititz on March 11 to benefit A Woman’s Concern, 
House of His Creation, and North Star Initiative.  
    There will also be participation in the 40 Days for Life prayer campaign from Feb. 
14 through March 21 on the public sidewalk in front of Planned Parenthood at 31 
South Lime Street in Lancaster, on Mondays and Wednesdays from 10 a.m.-noon, as 
well as Feb. 24 and March 10 from 10 a.m.-noon. 
    For information on these and future events, e-mail Tom Ramsbottom at 
tramsbottom354@comcast.net or Dave Edgar at dcvhe@verizon.net.

‘A Woman’s Concern’ Announces Funding Procurement  
for New Ultrasound Machine from Knights of Columbus

    Earlier this month, A Woman’s Concern launched Expanding Hope Project, a 
project to expand and move to a new facility with triple the space and amount of 
services available to women and their families in Lancaster. This announcement 
comes after they were given $81,326 from numerous local chapters and the national 
chapter of the Knights of Columbus.
    Speaking about the new office location and the generous contribution from the 
Knights of Columbus, Jill Hartman, Executive Director of A Woman’s Concern, said, 
“We are thrilled, on so many fronts, with what is taking place at our organization. 
Our new facility is located in an entirely new quadrant of the city, which will enable 
us to meet a broader group of people. With the expansion of our new location, we 
will be able to increase our services, expand our programming, increase volunteer 
opportunities, and establish our position as a medical facility, allowing us to meet 
the needs of our community on a new level.”
    Hartman continued, “In addition, we are incredibly thankful to the Knights 
of Columbus for their generous contribution to our organization. Their gift of 
$81,326.00 will enable us to purchase a new ultrasound and have resources to grow 
in our medical services.” Hartman continued, “Our organization has been at the 
forefront in serving women, and because of partnerships, like the Knights, who 
generously give, we are able to take our organization to a new level to better serve 
the women and families who walk through our purple doors. Our organization has 
been a conduit of Hope and Empowerment for women since 1972, and as we look 
toward the future, 
we are expecting and 
planning for even 
greater opportunities to 
expand this hope and 
empowerment. This is 
who we are.” 
    The new location 
is 1102 Millersville 
Pike, in the West End 
sector of the city. This 
Expanding Hope Project 
will give A Woman’s 
Concern the space and 
the resources to become 
the first choice for 
women in Lancaster. 
    To find out 
more about the 
Expanding Hope 
Project, visit www.
ExpandingHopeProject.
com.

Job Opening
Executive Leadership Position

    The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference (PCC) is the public affairs agency of the 
eight Latin Rite and two Eastern Rite Catholic dioceses in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. Located in Harrisburg, PCC currently employs a professional staff 
of eight individuals who are under the leadership and supervision of an Executive 
Director. Due to the impending retirement of its present Executive Director, PCC is 
seeking a highly-qualified and experienced individual to assume that position.  
    Minimum qualifications include a bachelor’s degree in theology, political science, 
public policy or a closely related field. A graduate level or law degree is preferred. 
Experience working as a lobbyist or equivalent legislative and public policy 
experience is essential. The successful candidate must demonstrate a knowledge of 
and fidelity to the mission of the Catholic Church and its public policy positions.  
    Applicants may present their qualifications by transmitting a curriculum vitae 
along with a letter of interest, in confidence, to:

PCC Executive Director Search Committee  
c/o Most Rev. Ronald W. Gainer  
Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg  

4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg PA 17111-3710

Job Opening 
Associate Director of Catholic Campus Ministry,  

Shippensburg University
     Help college students live their Catholic faith. Catholic Campus Ministry at 
Shippensburg University is seeking an Associate Director of Catholic Campus 
Ministry, a full-time, ten-month professional position. Needed to assist the Director 
of Catholic Campus Ministry in leading our Christ-centered Catholic Campus 
Ministry.  Responsibilities include: creating innovative ways to bring people together; 
responding to inquiries about the Catholic faith; providing opportunities for young 
adult faith formation; attending weekly CCM Mass; providing pastoral care to 
students; coordinating annual retreats; mentoring and guiding the student Leadership 
Team. We offer competitive salary and benefits. You must be a practicing Roman 
Catholic possessing the ability to respect, promote, accommodate, and not be in 
conflict with the mission, moral and social teachings, doctrines, and laws of the 
Roman Catholic faith and must be a Catholic in good standing with the Church.
    Preferred candidates will have previous experience in youth/young adult ministry 
and a strong academic background in a related field. All interested applicants should 
submit a résumé and cover letter by March 15 to employment@hbgdiocese.org.
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Spiritual Offerings

St. Patrick’s Feast Day Mass and Celebration. 
Celebrate our patron saint on the feast day of St. Patrick - Satur-
day, March 17 - with Mass and a celebration to follow! This special 
Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Ronald Gainer at St. Patrick 
Cathedral at 10 a.m. Following Mass, at 11:45 a.m., a dinner will 
be held in Bishop Rhoades Hall. There will be hors d’oeuvres, 
ham, scalloped potatoes, green beans, and complimentary green 
beer and wine. Tickets for the St. Patrick’s Day celebration can 
be purchased by calling the parish office at 717-232-2169. Ticket 
price is $30 per person. There are a limited number of tickets 
available, so don’t delay in securing yours! Free parking for the 
event will be available in the school lot and the South Street 
Garage.

Pilgrimages and Retreats
Join Father Kenneth Smith on a pilgrimage to 

Marian Shrines in Portugal, Spain, and France from 
October 15-26, 2018. The pilgrimage includes Daily Mass, profes-
sional tour manager and local guides, accommodation in First 
Class hotels (two nights in Fatima, one night in Salamanca, one 
night in Avila, one night in Zaragoza, two nights in Lourdes, three 
nights in Barcelona), breakfast and dinner daily, land transporta-
tion by deluxe motorcoach, roundtrip motorcoach from Mechanic-
sburg to Philadelphia Airport, roundtrip airfare from Philadelphia 
on nonstop flights with American Airlines, and more, for $3,499 
per person/double occupancy. For complete details, contact 
Karen Hurley at k.m.hurley1@gmail.com or George’s International 
Tours at (800) 566-7499, sales@georgesintl.com or visit www.
georgesintl.com. 

Jody Cole will be conducting a Byzantine icon 
writing (painting) retreat beginning Easter Monday through 
April 6 at the Jesuit Center in Wernersville, Pa. The total cost of 
the workshop, which includes all supplies, room and board, will 
be $500. Participants will be able to choose from a 9”x 12” Holy 
Face of Christ, or two different versions of Mary Magdalene. To 
register, contact Melinda Leonowitz at 610-670-3642 or go online 
at jesuitcenter.org. For more information, contact Jody Cole at 
717-919-8791 or jcoleicons@aol.com.

The Conewago District Council of Catholic 
Women is hosting a Lenten Retreat on March 10 at St. Joseph 
Parish Social Hall in Hanover. Presenter: Father Michael Reid. 
Registration at noon. The afternoon begins at 12:30 p.m. and 
will end at 3 p.m. Light refreshments will be available. No need 
to pre-register; free-will offerings will be accepted. Please park 
behind the church and use the entrance at the Msgr. Gribbin Par-
ish Center.

Education & Enrichment
    A Bereavement Support Program will be offered by 
the Geisinger Holy Spirit Pastoral Care Deparment on 
Wednesdays Feb. 28 through April 4 from 1-2:30 p.m. 
“Journey from Grief to Healing” will be presented by Sister 
Margaret Washington, ASC, and Sister Ann Marie Marabella, 
CPS. To register, call 717-763-2118 or 717-972-4255.
    A “Bridges” Mass and gathering for individuals with a 
disability and their families/caregivers will be held Feb. 25 from 
2-4 p.m. in the St. John XXIII Center at St. John Neumann 
Church in Lancaster. Bridges offers a relaxed and welcoming 
environment. An hour of fellowship activities follows mass. 
The Coffee and Conversation group meets at the same time 
to give support and to share ideas. This month’s Coffee and 
Conversation will include discussion from representatives from 
the Lancaster County Special Olympics. For more information, 
contact Rosemary at 717-209-2362 or sjndisabilityadvocate@
gmail.com.

Young Adult Lenten Study – All young adults in the 
area are welcome to join an 8-week study with Dr. Edward Sri en-
titled “Who Am I to Judge? Responding to Relativism with Logic 
and Love. Each session presents a 30-minute DVD followed by a 
30-minute discussion with no homework required. It will be held 
beginning Feb. 20 at 7:30 p.m. in the Weber Center at St. Leo the 
Great Parish in Rohrerstown. To register, or for questions, contact 
Liz Kreckel at eakreckel@gmail.com.

Adult formation course in the Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd will be hosted at St. John the Baptist in New 
Freedom. This is a Montessori based religious formation program 
for children which seeks to create and facilitate a sacred, “hands 
on” space for children called an atrium. In the atrium, both the 
children and the catechists can hear, ponder, and celebrate the 
most essential mysteries of our faith. The catechist’s own in-depth 
formation is essential in order to guide meditations on biblical 
themes and liturgical signs that will lead the youngest child to dis-
cover Jesus’ message. This Level I course grounds the participant 
in the theory and praxis of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
while also concretely preparing her/him to develop and facilitate 
an atrium for 3-6 year olds. Complete course dates are March 10-
11, April 14-15, May 19-20, Aug. 25-26, Sept. 8, Oct 13, Nov 17,  
and Dec 1. Please come and observe one of our sessions with the 
children. We meet Sunday mornings, Wednesday and Thursday 
day and evening times. Please contact the RE office, (717-235-
2439 or srjkeller@sjbnf.org), to arrange a visit or for additional 
course registration information.

Young Women of Grace Study coming to the 
Gettysburg Area. “Young Women of Grace: Embrace your 
Femininity” is a study program, created by Women of Grace, for 
girls ages 12-17.  In it, you will discover your purpose and mission 
in the world! Begins March 26 with meetings twice monthly. Con-
tact Julie Abell, PA Home School Evaluator, at cjha-
bell@yahoo.com or 717-321-4664.

“Breaking Bread,” a young adult event: Join other 
young adults in the Lancaster area for Holy Mass followed by 
brunch. This month, the group meets Feb. 25 at St. Leo the Great 
Church in Rohrerstown for 11 a.m. Mass. Meet in the narthex of 
the church prior to Mass. Brunch will follow at a local restaurant 

to be announced at that time. For more details, contact Kelsi at 
kelsichuprinski@gmail.com. All young adults are welcome. No 
RSVP required.

Theology on Tap in York is hosting a social and Q&A 
night with several of the York Deanery priests titled, “Father 
Knows Best.” Join us on Feb. 20 at 7 p.m. at The First Post 
Restaurant (2nd floor) for dinner, social time, raffles, door prizes, 
and discussions with our amazing priests. Extra incentives for 
those who bring a friend! Theology on Tap is a young adult min-
istry within the Diocese of Harrisburg which is open to all young 
adults ages 21-30s, Catholic or not. Please see our Facebook 
page, www.facebook.com/YorkTheology for more information. 

“All One Family,” the LGBT ministry group 
from St. Joseph Parish in Danville, meets for Bible 
study and discussion on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7 
p.m. in the Parish Library. All are welcome! For more information, 
please call Diane or Dave McKinley at 570-275-7528.

St. Katharine Drexel Parish in Mechanicsburg 
will host a Lenten Speaker Series entitled “Why WE 
ARE… CATHOLIC.” Hear from Catholics in all walks of life: 
priests, sisters, lay people, converts, and life-long Catholics 
share what not only drew them to the Catholic faith but what also 
continues to keep them committed to the faith. More informa-
tion and speaker bios are available by contacting Becky Davis 
at rdavis@skdparish.com. The events and speakers are as 
follows: Feb. 21- Lunch at noon followed by Father Tyson Wood 
of the Carlisle Barracks. Feb. 28 - Lunch at noon followed by 
parishioner Tom Sweeney. March 7 – Lunch at noon followed by 
parishioner Ken DeRosa. March 14 – Dinner at 5:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by Young Adult/Young Family. March 21 – Lunch at noon 
followed by Sister Geralyn. March 21 – Lunch at noon followed 
by seminarian Andrew St. Hilaire.

Fundraisers & Events
Sacred Heart Preschool in Lancaster is coordi-

nating an American Girl Bingo on March 23. Little girls 
and their loving grown-ups are invited for a fun-filled evening 
of bingo, drawings, food, prizes, and a doll hair salon! Oodles 
of American Girl Doll Merchandise will be available for win-
ning: dolls, pets, furniture, accessories, etc. Doors will open at 
5 p.m. for gathering bingo cards, finding seats, registering for 
drawings, and visiting the ample dinner, dessert, and snack 
concessions. There will be a special Early Bird game at 6:15 
p.m. for the 2018 Doll of the Year, Luciana. Regular games will 
begin at 6:30. Tickets are $24 for adults, and $12 for children 
when accompanied by a paying adult. The event will be held at 
Hambright Elementary School, 3000 Charlestown Road, Lan-
caster. Call 717-314-7992 for tickets or more information.  Early 
sellout is anticipated; call soon.

Holy Trinity Parish in Columbia will hold its annual 
Fastnacht Bake from Feb. 12-March 14. All fastnachts must be 
pre-ordered; walk-ins not accepted. Place orders online at www.
holytrinitycolumbiapa.com. Cost for a dozen plain fastnachts is 
$8.50. Glazed fastnachts are $9 a dozen. 

Easter Eggs: Mother Cabrini Parish in Sham-
okin is selling their delicious milk chocolate covered peanut 
butter and coconut Easter eggs for $.85 each, $5.10 per half 
dozen and $10.20 per dozen. Easter eggs are available at the 
parish office. To place an order, call the parish office at 570-648-
4512, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Needed: Catholic men and women volunteers 
for prison ministry team (about 1 ½ hours monthly), 
visiting Dauphin County and/or Camp Hill. No experience neces-
sary, orientation to be scheduled. Prison Christian Growth Group 
(PCGG). Contact Terry Keating at trking8@hotmail.com or call 
717-512-0144. 

Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary Par-
ish in Middletown is selling chocolate eggs through Easter. 
Eggs are available in peanut butter, butter cream, coconut, 
and peppermint, dipped in white, dark, or milk chocolate for 
$1. Orders are taken for pickup by using the form found online 
at www.ssbvm.org or providing the following information by mail 
or email (scrip@ssbvm.org), to the school or parish office, or 
dropping in the church collection basket: flavor (peanut butter, 
butter cream, coconut, or peppermint), chocolate (white, dark, or 
milk), quantity, name, phone number and pickup location (school 
office, after Mass, or during a fish fry). Please allow 48 hours for 
your order to be filled.

Experience Holy Infant Parish’s hand-molded, 
hand-dipped eggs in peanut butter or coconut. Eggs are 
available to order or purchase at $1 each by contacting the 
parish office (717-266-5286) on weekdays from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Eggs also may be purchased after the weekend Masses (5 p.m. 
Saturday and 8 a.m. or 11 a.m. Sunday.) Proceeds from the sale 
of eggs help fund parish projects and general operations. Holy 
Infant Church is located at 535 Conewago Creek Road in Man-
chester and is an easy drive from the Strinestown exit of I-83.    

Lenten Drop & Dine for the Hungry will be held 
Feb. 24 in the Holy Name of Jesus Social Hall in Harrisburg from 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Drop-off nonperishable food items, grocery store 
gift cards, or monetary donations and Dine-In on a simple lunch 
of soup and bread. All contributions benefit the Silence of Mary 
Home, which serves the poor and abandoned in the Harrisburg 
Community. If you have any questions, please contact the office 
by phone: 717-737-4107 or email: silenceofmaryvolunteer@
verizon.net.

The Haiti Mission Committee of St. Paul the 
Apostle Church in Annville is planning a Silent Auction 
to benefit our ministries in Haiti. The proceeds of this auction 
provide meals for the children attending school in Goyavier, as 
well as, educating children at the Les Bons Samaritians School 
of St. Marc. The event will be held in the parish social hall on 
Feb. 17 from 6:30-9 p.m. and Feb. 18 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Items 
up for bid include gift certificates, theme baskets, household 
items, works of art and jewelry. Cash and checks only. A chili 
cook-off will be held Saturday evening. Winners will be notified 
immediately and can pick up their items Feb. 18 from 1:30-3:30 

p.m. or after all Masses on Feb. 24 and 25. Please contact Jim or 
Terri Mascoli at 717-274-3709 or jmascoli@verizon.net.

Lebanon Catholic School is pleased to announce that 
two of the most influential persons in its rich history will be in-
ducted into the school’s Athletics Hall of Honor Induction in 2018: 
Msgr. Paul D. Weaver (posthumously), who was affectionately 
known as the “Father of Football” at LC, and Mr. Norbert “Norbie” 
Danz, legendary football coach who got his start in coaching 
with the Beavers in 1955. The presentations will be made at the 
Timbers Restaurant on March 3 with a cocktail reception starting 
at 4 p.m., followed by dinner at 5 p.m. and induction at 6:30 p.m. 
Cost is $40 per person. To make a paid reservation online, please 
log onto www.lebanoncatholicschool.org/support or contact the 
Office of Advancement at 717-273-3731, ext. 327.

Knights of Columbus Council 3625 will host an “All You 
Can Eat Pancake Breakfast” at Prince of Peace Parish in 
Steelton on March 11 from 9 a.m.-noon. The breakfast consists 
of eggs, bacon, sausage, pancakes, juice and coffee. Adults: $7. 
Children 6-12: $4. Children 4 and under are free. Tickets are 
available at Prince of Peace Parish office 717-985-1330, or from 
any Brother Knight.

    St. Andrew the Apostle Parish in Waynesboro is pleased 
to sponsor a special Lenten Presentation & Concert with music 
and spoken word by Catholic recording artist Jaime Thietten 
entitled “Beauty & Hope in Suffering.” The concert will be held on 
March 18 at 7 p.m. in St. Andrew Catholic Church. The concert 
is free, although a free-will offering will be accepted and Jaime’s 
CDs will be available for purchase. For more information, contact 
the parish office, 717-762-1914.

Harrisburg Catholic Elementary School will host Open 
Houses for 2018-2019 Registration for all students, pre-school 
through eighth grade. Open House is scheduled on March 1 from 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Cathedral campus, which houses pre-school 
and fifth through eighth grades. The Cathedral campus is located 
behind St. Patrick Cathedral at Liberty and Church Streets. Open 
House is scheduled on March 2 from 9-3 p.m. at the Holy Family 
campus, which houses kindergarten and first through fourth 
grades. The Holy Family campus is located at 555 South 25th 
Street. Harrisburg Catholic Elementary School is operated by the 
parishes of the Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick, St. Francis and 
Holy Family, and is composed of both Catholic and non-Catholic 
students, from East Shore and West Shore locations, who wish 
to have an excellent educational program within the city. Parents 
of Pre-School students can choose either half-day or full-day for 
pre-school. Questions? Contact the school at 717-232-2551 or 
717-234-3797. 

York Catholic High School will be open from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
on Feb. 21 for families to drop by for a tour with one of our YC 
Student Ambassadors and to meet with our Admissions Director 
to get questions answered. For more information, contact Heather 
Hoffman at hhoffman@yorkcatholic.org or 717-846-8871, ext. 
220.

The Council of Catholic Women of Assumption 
BVM Parish in Lebanon will hold their annual Soup and 
Bread Sale on Feb. 17 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. in the Parish Center. 
For questions, call 717-273-5635.

    St. James Parish’s 7th Annual Pro-Life Benefit 
Breakfast will be held March 11 at 10:15 a.m. in St. James 
Hall. Come join us for 9 a.m. Mass, and attend the Pro-Life 
Benefit Breakfast immediately following. Our Knights of Co-
lumbus will be providing a delicious buffet-style breakfast and 
our Folk Group will provide the inspirational music. This Benefit 
Breakfast will support 3 Lancaster County pro-life ministries. 
Guest speakers are Jill Hartman, Executive Director, A Woman’s 
Concern, Lancaster; Callie Neff, House Mom for House of His 
Creation (HOHC) and speaking on behalf of Family of Restoration 
Ministries (FoRM), Lititz, and Program Director, North Star Initia-
tive, Lititz. Join us to learn more about our local pro-life ministries 
and have the opportunity to support them financially to continue 
their important work. For reservations, contact Kara Garman at 
kprolife@ptd.net or 717-575-7072.

The Men’s Club at Immaculate Conception BVM 
Parish in Fairfield is holding an all-you-can-eat spaghetti 
dinner in the church hall Feb. 18 from 3-6 pm. Dinner includes 
spaghetti, meatballs, sausage, salad, bread stick, drinks and des-
sert. The cost is $8 for adults, $5 for children 6 to 12, and under 6 
free. For additional information, call 717-642-8815.

Job Openings
The Communications Office of the Diocese of 

Erie seeks to hire a multi-media journalist to handle its digital 
presence. The person in this newly created position will work on 
platforms ranging from Facebook and Twitter to Instagram. Ability 
to cover news events and write features for online and print. 
Significant involvement with diocesan website, www.ErieRCD.
org, which will relaunch this spring. Also responsible for writing, 
producing and editing weekly video stories prepared for social 
media. May have on-camera presence, if appropriate. Go to 
http://www.ErieRCD.org/employment.htm for a full position profile 
and details on how to apply. Deadline for application: Feb. 19, 
2018. 

St. Philip the Apostle Parish in Millersville is 
seeking a Parish Manager. The ideal candidate will have in-depth 
administrative, financial and buildings and grounds experience. 
This full time position requires a 4-year degree in accounting or 
business administration and 8-10 years’ experience in a similar 
position. The salary is commensurate with experience. Benefit 
package is included. Send your cover letter and résumé by 
February 28 to: Executive Search Committee, St. Philip’s Parish 
2111 Millersville Pike, Lancaster PA  17603 or email shavey@
hbgdiocese.org.

Submission Deadline
The deadline for submissions for the March 2 edition is 

Wednesday, Feb. 21 at 4:30 p.m. Submit written announce-
ments via e-mail to witness@hbgdiocese.org. No ads, 
posters or PDFs, please.
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From AD 52 to 57, St. Paul devoted a good portion 
of time and effort to raising money. I find it interest-
ing that his special collection was not a local one. Paul 
petitions Gentile believers in Macedonia, Galatia, Asia 
Minor, and Achaia. The destination of these funds was 
nowhere near their origin; rather, it was to the poor 
Hebrew Christians in Jerusalem who, due to persecu-
tion, famine and exile, found themselves dependent on 
churches elsewhere in the world.  

I bring up this particular collection because it dem-
onstrates that from the very beginning, the Church 
was an institution whose resources knew no borders. 
Through the international efforts of the apostles, local 
Christian communities understood that the distribution 
of their tithes was not confined to their own congrega-
tion or location. Just as the proclamation of the Gospel 
spanned time and space, so too did the family of God 
and all its resources. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Lewisburg, follow-
ing the example of St. Paul and the other apostles, 
continues this particular expression of faith through 
its long-distance relationship with our sister parish, 
Immaculate Conception, in Haiti. Recently, seven 
parishioners made their journey to personally ensure 
the delivery of school supplies and the funds needed 
to continue expanding the school and parish center. 
Together with Father Junior and the Pastoral Council 
of Immaculate Conception, we continue to fulfill the 
call to live as a Church without borders, instilling hope 
for Christians in Haiti who are among the poorest in 
the world. 

In Haiti, we were welcomed and treated as family 
from the first greeting to the last goodbye, and the 
feeling was mutual. From the outset, it was apparent 
that Father Junior and the pastoral council have been 
good stewards of all that God has entrusted to them. 
The parish center, which also contains a rectory which 
allows Father to live near his parishioners, is 25% 
complete and livable. In fact, we also were able to stay 
with him and have our meals there together.

In addition, the foundation for the remainder of the 

Sacred Heart Parish in Lewisburg Demonstrates Church  
without Borders during Mission Trip to Sister Parish 

COURTESY OF SACRED HEART OF JESUS PARISH, LEWISBURG
Deacon Greg Amarante, right, of Sacred Heart of  
Jesus Parish in Lewisburg, is pictured with Father  
Junior, the pastor of Immaculate Heart of Mary  
Parish, during Sacred Heart’s recent mission trip to its 
sister parish in Haiti.  

Sacred Heart of Jesus parishioners are shown with the parish council of their sister parish in Haiti.

school building and the other half of the rectory were 
already laid. While waiting for the next building proj-
ect to start, Father is growing green beans inside the 
foundation because the soil is contained and will not 
run off. They have also expanded the school to include 
the next age group, and when the first floor is complete 
with two other rooms, others will be added. 

Father Junior gratefully received the much-needed 
school supplies, and gave us time to get acquainted 
with teachers and students. It was a joyful time as we 
presented t-shirts, toothbrushes, toothpaste, candy 
and some Beanie Babies as gifts. We had time to play 
with the children in the yard, sing songs, and learn 
some French. Equally edifying was our time with the 
pastoral council, in which we emphasized our com-
mon mission as sister parishes. Each of us was grateful 

for the other and the 
mutual exchange of 
spiritual and material 
goods for building up 
the kingdom of God. 
    We also reiterated 
the essential under-
standing that what they 
have received from us 
was a gift from God 
and that, although the 
resources were ac-
quired at Sacred Heart 
in Lewisburg, they 
already belonged to 
our brothers and sisters 
in Haiti. We were 
merely the instruments 
of God bringing what 
was needed where God 
wanted it in the first 
place. 

In particular, I was 
privileged to serve at 
Father Junior’s side 
during Mass in my 
capacity as deacon. 
Although I did not 
know French very well 
or any Kreyol, I could 
still assist at the altar. 
Father did, however, 
encourage me to read 
the Gospel in French 
on the feast of the Bap-
tism of the Lord; so, 
with Stacy Mastrolia’s 
assistance, I learned 
the passage in French 
and was able to present 
it with full knowledge 
of what I was read-
ing. The video can be 
found at http://www.
sacredheartofjesus.

org/sister-parish-in-haiti on the left side of the screen 
under “Haiti 2018.”

One final highlight among so many others which 
captured the theme of our voyage was a visit with the 
local bishop, Msgr. Pean, who was so welcoming and 
humble. He embraced us as his own and declared, 
“We are family.” He received us in his own home 
and served us some refreshments himself. He spent at 
least an hour of his day with us and we cherished his 
encouraging words, the welcoming atmosphere, and 
the personal blessing he bestowed on us before our 
departure. 

We are family, indeed. We are a Church without bor-
ders. The good news of Christ, the kingdom of God, 
cannot be contained, nor can its resources. I pray many 
others come to receive the kind of blessing that a trip 
to our sister parish offers. Even more so, I hope we all 
appreciate the privilege of sharing the gifts we have 
from God as St. Paul and the early gentile Churches 
did with the poor and suffering in Jerusalem.

(Deacon Amarante serves at Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Parish in Lewisburg. The commentary printed here is 
used with permission from the blog he wrote for the 
parish.)

Pope: Lent is Time to become Aware of Cold Hearts
By Carol Glatz 

Catholic News Service

   Catholics should use the season of Lent to look for signs and symptoms of being under the 
spell of false prophets and of living with cold, selfish and hateful hearts, Pope Francis said.
    Together with “the often bitter medicine of the truth,” the Church – as mother and teacher 
– offers people “the soothing remedy of prayer, almsgiving and fasting,” the pope said in his 
message for Lent.
    The pope also invited all non-Catholics who are disturbed by the increasing injustice, inertia 
and indifference in the world, to “join us then in raising our plea to God in fasting and in 
offering whatever you can to our brothers and sisters in need.”
    The pope’s Lenten message looked at Jesus’ apocalyptic discourse to the disciples on the 
Mount of Olives, warning them of the many signs and calamities that will signal the end of 
time and the coming of the son of man.
    Titled, “Because of the increase of evildoing, the love of many will grow cold” (Mt. 24:12), 
the papal message echoes Jesus’ caution against the external enemies of false prophets and 
deceit, and the internal dangers of selfishness, greed and a lack of love.
    Today’s false prophets, the pope wrote, “can appear as ‘snake charmers,’ who manipulate 
human emotions in order to enslave others and lead them where they would have them go.”
    “False prophets can also be ‘charlatans,’ who offer easy and immediate solutions to 
suffering that soon prove utterly useless,” he wrote. People can be trapped by the allure of 
drugs, “disposable relationships,” easy, but dishonest gains as well as “virtual,” but ultimately 
meaningless relationships, he wrote.
    The pope asked people to examine their heart to see “if we are falling prey to the lies of these 
false prophets” and to learn to look at things more closely, “beneath the surface,” and recognize 
that what comes from God is life-giving and leaves “a good and lasting mark on our hearts.”
    Christians also need to look for any signs that their love for God and others has started to 
dim or grow cold, the pope said.
    Whole communities, he said, can show signs of a cold lack of love wherever there is selfish 
sloth, sterile pessimism, the temptation to become isolated, constant internal fighting and 
a “worldly mentality that makes us concerned only for appearances, and thus lessens our 
missionary zeal.”
    The remedy for these ills can be strengthened during Lent with prayer, almsgiving and 
fasting, he wrote.
    Praying more enables “our hearts to root out our secret lies and forms of self-deception, and 
then to find the consolation God offers,” he said in his message.
    “Almsgiving sets us free from greed and helps us to regard our neighbor as a brother or 
sister,” it said.
    Urging people to make charitable giving and assistance a genuine part of their everyday life, 
he asked that people look at every request for help as a request from God himself.
    Finally, “fasting weakens our tendency to violence; it disarms us and becomes an important 
opportunity for growth,” he said, while also letting people feel what it must be like for those 
who struggle to survive.
    (The text of the pope’s message is online at: http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/
messages/lent/documents/papa-francesco_20171101_messaggio-quaresima2018.html)
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