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Pro-Life
Marchers
Want Their
Message to
Transcend
Politics
By Kurt Jensen
Catholic News Service

In a sea of printed signs
and huge student groups in
colorful toboggan caps at
the March for Life rally in
Washington, D.C., Ed York
was an outlier.
He’d made the two-hour
drive to the National Mall
Jan. 19 from his home in
Martinsburg, West Virginia,
not with a group on a bus
pilgrimage, but only with
his daughter Autumn and
a small homemade placard
emblazoned with “As a Former Fetus, I Oppose Abortion.”
He stood out in his solitary approach, but York,
who has attended previous
marches, didn’t mind.
“This is David versus
Goliath, all right,” he said.
“The media’s still pumping
out some old stuff about huCOURTESY OF YORK CATHOILC HIGH SCHOOL
Students from York Catholic High School were among the numerous busloads of March for Life participants from the Diocese of Har- man rights. This [abortion]
is going to end one day. But,
risburg Jan. 19 in Washington, D.C.
you know, you have to be
patient in life.”
In remarks broadcast to
the March for Life from the
White House Rose Garden,
President Donald Trump
said that his administration
“will always defend the
very first right in the Declaration of Independence, and
that is the right to life.”
“Every unborn child is
a precious gift from God,”
he said. He praised the prolifers for having “such big
hearts and tireless devotion
to make sure parents have
the support they need to
choose life.”
On a bright, sunny and
almost spring-like morning
highlighted by the president’s remarks and from the
words of members of Congress, the marchers had all
made their travel plans long
before they knew the list of
speakers.
“Certainly, to have the
president show his support for March for Life is
encouraging,” said Katrina Gallic, a senior at the
University of Mary in Bismarck, North Dakota. HowCOURTESY OF SCOTT ROOT, TRINITY HIGH SCHOOL ever, she added, involveA group of students from Trinity High School in Camp Hill rallies for life. ment for others is “more
than a political stance, but
The school takes a busload of students to the March for Life each year.
should be seen as an ethic
for all of humanity.”
More MARCH FOR LIFE, page 7
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At Sanctity of Life Mass in Lancaster, Archbishop
Champions Efforts for a Culture and Spirituality of Life
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Celebrating the Sanctity of Life Mass
hosted by the Lancaster Region of the Order
of Malta last month, Archbishop William
E. Lori of Baltimore told the congregation
gathered for the annual Mass that pro-lifers
should work for both a culture of life and a
spirituality of life.
Archbishop Lori, installed as the Sixteenth Archbishop of the Archdiocese of
Baltimore in 2012, served as principal celebrant and homilist for the Mass, held Jan.
22 at St. Joseph Church in Lancaster. He
was joined at the altar by Bishop Ronald
Gainer and several priests of the Diocese of
Harrisburg.
The Order of Malta is a lay religious order, traditionally of military, chivalrous,
noble nature. Today, Knights and Dames
of the order are dedicated to Christian virtue, charity and the defense of the faith, and
strive in efforts to serve the poor and the
sick.
Members of the Lancaster Region of the
Order of Malta, which was established in
2006, are consistently active in serving the
sick on pilgrimages to Lourdes, France, and
to the National Shrine of Our Lady of Good

Archbishop William E. Lori of Baltimore delivers a homily on the culture and sanctity of life at the annual Sanctity of Life Mass celebrated Jan. 22 at St. Joseph
Church in Lancaster. The annual Mass is one of several efforts of the Lancaster
Region of the Order of Malta.

Help in Champion, Wis. They have also offered time and talent as volunteers with St.
Anne’s Retirement Community in Columbia, with the Brown Bag Lunch program
at St. Anne Parish in Lancaster, and with
the Saturday Soup Kitchen at the Catholic
Worker House.

The gifts of bread and wine are seen during the celebration of the Mass at St.
Joseph Church in Lancaster.

St. Benedict’s in
Lebanon to Host Statue of
Scourged Christ during Lent
A life-size Statue of the Scourged Christ, bringing to mind the reality of
what Jesus suffered for our Salvation, will be present throughout Lent at St.
Benedict the Abbot Church in Lebanon.
The emotionally-striking statue was purchased in 1936 by the pastor of
the former St. Mary of Czestochowa Parish in Philadelphia. Following the
closure of the parish in 2003, the Archdiocese of Philadelphia granted permission for caretakers to bring the statue to a different parish year during the
Lenten season. Since then, the statue has drawn thousands of visitors from
around the country.
The Statue of the Scourged Christ will be at St. Benedict the Abbot
Church, located at 1300 Lehman Street, Lebanon, this Lent. The hours for
viewing the statue are as follows:
• Monday and Tuesday after 9 a.m. Mass, until 7 p.m.
• Wednesday, closed.
• Thursday after 7 p.m. Mass, until 9 p.m.
• Friday after 9 a.m. Mass, until 10 p.m.
• Saturday after 9 a.m. Mass until 4 p.m. Mass, and then until 7 p.m.
• Sunday after noon Mass, until 7 p.m.
For further questions about the statue’s appearance at St. Benedict the
Abbot Church, call the parish at 717-450-4506. To learn more about the
statue and its history, visit www.passionofjesus.com.

The annual Lourdes pilgrimage, an ongoing Defense of the Faith series featuring
guest speakers, and the Sanctity of Life
Mass remain steadfast spiritual activities of
the Lancaster Region.
“At the heart of the charism of the Order
of Malta is a profound respect for the gift of
human life, especially the lives of the poor,
the sick and the vulnerable,” Archbishop
Lori remarked.
Embracing the God-given dignity of the
poor, the sick and the vulnerable, and loving
them with the charity of Christ “is a most
beautiful way for us to give thanks to God
for the gift of life,” he said.
He spoke of the culture of life, which “respects all human beings, whether they are
healthy or sick, defenseless or able-bodied,
young or old, robust or chronically ill,
wealthy and productive or among the poorest of the poor,” and remarked that “The
Church’s teaching on human dignity spurs
us on to build a culture, an environment in
which human life can flourish.”
“We need also a spirituality of life, a sense
that life is not only valuable but sacred,”
Archbishop Lori urged. “All of creation is
good, all of it reflects God’s wisdom and
love, yet each human life is made in God’s
image, each person is willed into being by
God, each person is loved by God, each has
an inbuilt desire for God, each is called to
friendship with God, each has a mission in

ROBERT J. CHADDERDON, ELBE PHOTOGRAPHY

Gerald Ganse, KMOB, Lancaster
Regional Hospitaller of the Order of
Malta, addresses the congregation at
the Sanctity of Life Mass.

life. Such thoughts are not peripheral to our
faith but central, and should be at the heart
of our daily life of prayer and the practice of
our faith.”
“A spirituality rooted in the sacredness of
human life means more than our being convinced that all human life is sacred, or that
we have an obligation to serve the vulnerable and work to end unjust laws that devalue
the unborn and the frail elderly,” he said. “It
means that thanksgiving for the gift of life
is something that we do every day – giving
thanks for the gift of life given to us and to
our loved ones – but also giving thanks for
the lives of those we are called to serve: the
unborn, the pregnant mother in distress, the
poor and chronically ill, a young person on
the street without family, role models, or
a chance to succeed, and so many, many
more.”
Learn more about the mission and the activities of the Lancaster Region of the Order of Malta by visiting http://regions.order
ofmaltafederal.org/lancaster.
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Seven Reasons to Attend
the Diocesan Men’s Conference
By Jim Gontis
Special to The Witness
Could it be here already? The 2018 Diocesan Men’s
Conference!
Yes, the time is now to register for what has become
the largest annual diocesan conference in the Diocese
of Harrisburg. Last year, 1,100 men registered for and
attended the Men’s Conference.
This years conference will be March 10 at Bishop
McDevitt High School in Harrisburg. The theme is
“Men of Mary, Mercy, and the Eucharist.” This conference will emphasize the absolute centrality that the
Eucharist must have in our lives as Catholic men if
we are going to bear fruit, and that Mary is the most
direct path to the merciful Heart of Christ.
This year’s will be the seventh of what has, since
2014, been an annual event. Seven is an important
number in the Bible. It signifies fulfillment, completeness, perfection. We certainly don’t claim anything
near perfection, but we do have one impressive Men’s
Conference that continues to grow every single year.
Here, in no particular order, is a Top Seven List of
Reasons to Attend the Men’s Conference.
Fellowship with 1,000+ Men – The conference has
grown every year. Many who are reading this remember the 1980s sitcom, “Cheers.” There was a line in
the theme song that went, “…Taking a break from all
your worries it sure would help a lot. Wouldn’t you
like to get away? Sometimes you want to go where
everybody knows your name and they’re always glad
you came…”
At this conference, you can take a break from your
worries, get away for a while and have fellowship
with 1,000 men who will be glad you came. And everyone gets a nametag, so everyone will know your
name.
Great Keynoter – Father Chris Alar, MIC, is a
dynamic and knowledgeable speaker and one of the
foremost authorities on the Divine Mercy apparitions
and message. After answering God’s call to the priesthood, Father Chris entered the Marians of the Immaculate Conception, a religious community entrusted
with spreading the message and devotion of Divine
Mercy. He lives in Stockbridge, Mass., home of the
National Shrine of Divine Mercy, where he serves as
Director of the Association of Marian Helpers. His
presentation will break open the theme of the conference, with concrete specifics on how true devotion to

Mary, complete trust in the mercy of God, and adoration of Jesus in the Eucharist are the keys to happy,
blessed and fruitful lives.
Gold-Medal Panel of Workshops and Presenters
– Normally we would use the term blue-ribbon here,
but since it is an Olympic Year, we’ll go with Gold
Medal. We have many outstanding priests and laymen from within and outside of our diocesan boundaries who are presenting this year, including Bishop
Ronald Gainer, who is giving a workshop entitled,
“Leading after the Example of Jesus.” Just a few of
the other workshop titles include: Prayer for the Busy
Man, The Four Last Things, The Power of Catholic

Books, Our Lady of Guadalupe, Life in the Spirit, the
Jewish Roots of the Eucharist, Defense Against the
Dark Arts of Heresy, Our Lady of Fatima’s Message
for Today, Angels and Demons, Book of Revelation,
History of the Pro-Life Movement in the USA, and
Biblical Apologetics. Please see the website www.
hbgdiocese.org/men for more details.
Confession: Washed Clean by the Blood of the
Lamb – Maybe you go to Confession regularly. Maybe you don’t. Maybe you have not been to Confession since your first Confession. There is no sin too
great, no amount of sins too many, no period of time
too long to return to Jesus, our compassionate, Eternal
High Priest. Whatever your personal situation, there
will be more than 25 priests on hand to hear Confessions throughout the day. He is waiting for you. Don’t
miss the grace!
Breaking Bread, Conversation, and Relaxation
– Attendees will be fed well by Two Gals Catering,
which will provide tasty breakfast fare and a hearty
lunch. After lunch, you will be able to peruse the
wares of a wide variety of Catholic vendors, or just
relax and talk with friends, new or old.
The Holy Eucharist: Font of Mercy – The Eucharistic Holy Hour is one of the most powerful moments of the day. At the end of the conference each
year, many comment on how powerful it was to hear
the voices of 1,000 men strong raised in praise and
adoration of the Lord as we sing together O Salutaris,
Tantum Ergo, Holy God We Praise Thy Name and
then chant the Divine Praises. This, and all the day’s
events, culminate in the greatest reality this side of
Heaven, namely, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the
principal celebrant of which is our Chief Shepherd,
Bishop Gainer.
The Fruits – Many men have told us through the
years, both in oral and written form, what a great day
this is and how important and even life-changing it
has been for them and, in some cases, for their families. We have heard from many pastors the great feedback they have gotten from the attendees from their
parishes. For a number of men, this will be their seventh Diocesan Men’s Conference. Enough said!
(Register online at www.hbgdiocese.org/men. Hard
copy registration brochures have been delivered to
every parish. Registration fee includes breakfast fare
and lunch. For more information, please contact
Sherri Ney at sney@hbgdiocese.org, or at 717-6574804, ext. 321.)

Bishop Gainer’s
Public Calendar
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

February 3 – Mass for Closing of Holy
Family Convent, Danville, 11 a.m.
February 6 – College of Consultors
Meeting, Cardinal Keeler Center,
Harrisburg, 10:30 a.m.
February 7 – Seminary Visit, Saint
Charles Borromeo, Wynnewood, Pa.
February 8 – College of Deans
Meeting, Cardinal Keeler Center,
Harrisburg, 11 a.m.
February 11 – Mass for Closing of
Mount 2000, Mount Saint Mary’s
Seminary, Emmitsburg, Md., 10 a.m.
February 12 – Mass for World Day of
the Sick, York Hospital, 3 p.m.
February 13 – Ash Wednesday Mass,
St. Patrick Cathedral, noon.
February 17 – Catholic Medical Guild/
St. Thomas More Society Retreat,
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 8:30
a.m.
February 18 – Celebrate Mass for TET
Celebration, St. Anne Church, Lancaster,
10:30 a.m.; Rite of Election, St. Patrick
Cathedral, 4 p.m.

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Orrstown Bank recently contributed a total of $13,000 to the Diocese of Harrisburg’s Neumann
Scholarship Foundation for scholarship assistance for three schools: $4,000 each for Corpus Christi
School in Chambersburg and Trinity High School in Camp Hill, and $5,000 for Pre-K at St. Patrick
School in Carlisle. The contribution was made possible by the business’ participation in the state’s
Educational and Improvement and Opportunity Scholarship Tax Credit programs, which provides tax
credits to businesses that contribute to scholarship organizations, such as the Neumann Scholarship
Foundation. Shown from left in the photo are Adam Metz, Chief Lending Officer, Orrstown Bank; Miro
Gojmerac, Branch Executive Officer and AVP/Business Development Officer, Orrstown Bank; Father
Edward J. Quinlan, Diocesan Secretary for Education; and Donald Kaercher, Chief Financial Officer for
the Diocese of Harrisburg. For information on the Neumann Scholarship Foundation and the tax credit
programs, visit www.hbgdiocese.org/giving.
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The Idol of Plans
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness
Several years ago, I was looking forward to the culmination of the Lenten
season with the Easter Triduum. It was the custom of my congregation to begin retreat after the liturgy of Holy Thursday until the afternoon of Good Friday. Usually, Holy Saturday was spent decorating the chapel, cooking, cleaning
and the million other things that make
Thoughts
Easter truly a joyous celebration. Perfrom a Catholic
sonally, I was SO looking forward to
Evangelist
spending some quiet time “alone” with
Sister Geralyn
my Beloved as the universal Church
Schmidt, SCC
remembered his life, death and resurrection. As least, this was my plan!
After Holy Thursday liturgy, one of the Sisters with whom
I lived came down with a nasty 24-hour intestinal virus. Within a few short
hours, the virus played havoc to my little community; 11 of us succumbed to
its power! That meant there were only a handful left not only to tend to the sick
and the prevention of the virus, but also decorate the chapel, prepare for the
liturgies for each of the holy days as well as decorate our convent home and
our meal prep for Easter. The five of us worked as a team, each taking turns in
the care of the sick and in assisting one another. Needless to say, my planned
retreat on Friday was spent in loving service to and with my Sisters.
It was a Good Friday like I had never experienced before. By Saturday afternoon, all of the “still standing” were totally exhausted. Even so, we decided
to stop and decorate Easter eggs. As we played with dye and hard boiled eggs,
we all expressed that the plan each of us had for our retreat day was completely different than what actually happened. Still, it was an awesome day of
grace for all!
I could not help thinking of this as I began writing on another modern-day
idol: The Idol of Plans. Elizabeth Scalia in Strangegods: Unmasking the Idols
in Everyday Life writes, “Our society over conditions us to plan – to buy into
that illusion of personal control, and we do it all the time about everything.”1
Our parents make plans for us the moment we are born. We plan for our future
the moment we begin thinking, “What do I want to be when I grow up?” Plans.
Plans. Are we truly “in charge of our future?”
Scalia responds in this way: “There is a paradoxical kind of power in being
willing to sweep away the idols we make of our plans. When St. Paul writes
that ‘for when I am weak, then I am strong’ (2 Cor 12:10), he is telling us
when he surrenders the notions that he could accomplish anything on his own,
he discovers that God, working through him, does wonders beyond his own
meager imaginings.” 1 (p. 99)
The plans that we hold too tightly prevent the gracious and patient grace
of God from operating within our lives. When we are willing to let go of our
plans, instead of blocking God’s grace, they become mere “bumps” in the road
on the highway that we must travel upon to reach our destination – heaven.
What’s the lesson in this? Yes, make plans; they are indeed important. However, when you make them, be open to be turned in a different way. That
different way will always lead to an expectant grace! I learned that during a
specific Triduum several years ago. An important lesson, indeed!
1
Scalia, E. (2013). Strangegods: unmasking the idols in everyday life. Notre
Dame, IN: Ave Maria Press. p 43
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network
Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for
Wives in the Diaconate Program. An educator for 30 years, she is responsible for Professional Development Programs for every age learner. Through
her presentations, she challenges her audiences to be the individual God has
called them to be.)
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World Youth Day
Panama City ~ January 21-28, 2019
A pilgrimage for post high school young adults
ages 18-35 from the Diocese of Harrisburg
and the Archdiocese of Baltimore
Young adults ages 18-35 from around the world with gather with the Holy
Father for a week of engaging prayer, vibrant liturgy, powerful catechesis
with bishops from around the world, concerts from Catholic artists, and an
unforgettable vigil and Mass with the pope.
A non-refundable deposit of $500 is required to reserve your spot.
Total cost for the pilgrimage is $3,200.
For more information, contact:
Robert Williams
Director, Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry
Diocese of Harrisburg
717-657-4804, ext. 328
rwilliams@hbgdiocese.org
Or visit www.hbgdiocese.org/youngchurch

-- 20’s, 30’s, married or single --

Discerning God’s Will in My life
Retreat Directors
Rev. Brian J. Wayne

Campus Minister, Millersville University

Sr. Geralyn Schmidt, SCC

Director of Formation for Wives of Permanent Diaconate

Dates:

Registration: 4-6 pm on Fri. May 11
Retreat Dates: Fri. May 11 - Sat. May 12

Place:

#Panama2019

Refreshing Mountain,
455 Camp Road
Stevens, PA

All Inclusive Cost
$75.00

Before 3/9/2018

$90.00

After 3/9/2018

Based on 5 person occupancy
Four full meals

For registration and other questions
Contact Mr. Rob Williams, Director of Youth & Young Adults
rwilliams@hbgdiocese.org or 717.6574804 ext. 328

Catholic Charities
of the Diocese of
Harrisburg, PA

Call for a brochure or to register: 800.713.9800
Early registration price $3,599 + $319*
per person from Washington Dulles
if deposit is paid by 5-20-18

IRELAND

Base price $3,699 + $319* per person after 5-20-18
*Estimated Airline Taxes & Fuel Surcharges are subject to
increase/decrease at ticketing (30 days prior)
OPTIONAL $30 ROUNDTRIP BUS BETWEEN
HARRISBURG/WASHINGTON DULLES

August 28 -Septem
-September
mber 8
8,, 2
2018
018
Celebrate the 150th anniversary of
the Diocese of Harrisburg
and visit the grave of St. Patrick,
the Diocese’s Patron Saint
on a 12-day pilgrimage to the
Emerald Isle with the
Bishop of Harrisburg,
Most Reverend
Ronald W. Gainer.

Gallarus Oratory

Explore the history
Witness the faith
Gather the graces

Bunratty Castle

Giant’s Causeway

Kylemore Abbey
TRAVEL BY: Pentecost Tours, Inc. • PO Box 280, Batesville, IN 47006 • 800.713.9800 • travel@pentecosttours.com
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Bishop’s Annual Lenten Appeal
February 25, 2018

“Love Made Visible”

T

his year, the
Bishop’s Annual
Lenten Appeal
begins on the cusp of a
milestone event in the
history of our diocese;
the smallest with 30
families, and the largest
with 3,155 families. As
we begin this historical
celebration, we are
mindful of the many ways Love
is Made Visible.
There are a total of 98 parishes, missions and
communities throughout the 15 counties that
comprise the diocese, as small as one with 30
families, to the largest, with 3,155 families.
Last year, more than 2,300 young people were
confirmed in the faith. In addition, there were
1,907 baptisms and 641 sacramental marriages.
The Catholic faith in the Diocese of Harrisburg
is flourishing.

“Every gift, when given with love and a gratitude for the many gifts that
we enjoy, helps to enable Christ’s presence to be experienced by those most in need,
particularly the poor and marginalized. Your gift is a priceless gift, no matter the size,
as it will bring about the positive change that Jesus calls us to create in the world.”
~ Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer, Bishop of Harrisburg
2018 Lenten Appeal Letter

Ways to Give

2016-2017
LentenLenten
Appeal
Allocations
Appeal Allocations

Make a Pledge
You may make a pledge and pay in monthly
installments. A monthly coupon book will be
sent for the duration of the pledge period.

Administrative Support
8%

Communications
9%

One-Time Gift
A one-time, outright gift can be made at any
point during the year of the appeal.

Evangelization
12%

Payment Methods
Human Services
52%

Catholic Education
19%

The following payment methods are
accepted:
Cash, Check (payable to your parish), Visa,
MasterCard, and/or Stocks and Securities.
Many companies will match charitable
donations through an Employee Match Program.
Please contact your employer to determine if a
matching program is available.
Visit the diocesan website for additional
information or to make a donation to the
appeal: www.hbgdiocese.org./blacc
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Youth Gather to Rally, Pray before March
Cardinal Wuerl was the main celebrant of the Mass and was joined
by about 20 other prelates including
The Capital One Arena in WashCardinal Theodore E. McCarrick,
ington, which typically hosts proretired archbishop of Washington;
fessional basketball and hockey
Auxiliary Bishop Roy E. Campbell,
games and sold-out concerts, was
Jr. of Washington; and Cardinal Danfilled with thousands of youth from
iel N. DiNardo of Galveston-Housaround the country who gathered
ton, president of the U.S. Conference
there Jan. 19 to stand up for life.
of Catholic Bishops. They were also
The Archdiocese of Washingjoined by about 200 priests from
ton’s annual Youth Rally and Mass
around the country.
for Life preceded the 45th annual
As he opened the Mass, Cardinal
March for Life marking the 1973
Wuerl said the gathering was “a very
U.S. Supreme Court decision that
dramatic manifestation of the new
legalized abortion.
evangelization,” which is “the call to
As groups filtered into the arena
be confident in our faith and invite
before sunrise, the band Out of
others to join us.”
Darkness welcomed them with
Father Martino Choi, the parochial
worship music.
vicar of St. Patrick Parish in Rock“It felt inspiring to me to see a
ville, Maryland, was the homilist
lot of Catholics come together for
at the Mass. Like Bomberger, he is
something that is important to the
alive because of his mother’s couraCNS/JACLYN LIPPELMANN, CATHOLIC STANDARD
Church,” said Ashley Arevalo, a
geous choice to embrace life.
student at Don Bosco Cristo Rey Students from the Academy of the Holy Cross in Kensington, Md., hold signs during a
When his mother was pregnant
pro-life youth rally and Mass at Capital One Arena in Washington Jan. 19 before the annual
High School in Takoma Park, March for Life.
with him, the doctor said that he
Maryland. “It felt important to me
would be born with birth defects and
When the students return to their only have a year to live, so he encourto be a part of it. ... We were all created the Catholic Standard, newspaper of
in [God’s] image. ... Everyone should be the Washington Archdiocese. “The next schools and communities, Wilson said aged her to have an abortion, he said,
loved for who they are, no matter the cir- generation is every bit as committed to they can find strength in “the compas- adding that she chose to carry him to
life as the current generation. It tells us sion, the joy, the love” they witnessed at term instead.
cumstance.”
that rally.
Grace Mesmer, a seventh-grader that the future is very bright.”
It was not that his parents were capaKeynote speaker Ryan Bomberger ble of “superhuman love” that made this
Emily
Wilson,
the
event’s
master
of
from Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
in Lexington Park, Maryland, also was ceremonies, recalled her experience as a told the rally how he was conceived possible, said Father Choi, but “what
struck by seeing so many of her peers in young person feeling that it was difficult through rape, but that his mother coura- they had was faith.”
geously chose life. He was adopted, and
to stand up for her pro-life beliefs.
one place.
“They recognized this life is a gift
“In high school and college, sharing grew up in a family with 12 siblings, of
“I love seeing all the other people who my pro-life beliefs was so unpopular,” different races and different abilities. Of from God,” he said. “They recognized
share the same beliefs as me,” she said. she said. “Perhaps you’ve been mocked the 13 kids, 10 of them were adopted.
that every human life is loved by God.”
Noting the 60 million babies that have
Washington Cardinal Donald W. or ridiculed by peers or even teachers.
Growing up in this environment taught
Wuerl expressed a similar admiration ... What you go through each and every him that “diversity is powerful,” he said, been aborted in the U.S. since the Sufor the throng of people who joined the day can be so discouraging.”
but “sometimes what we share is more preme Court ruling, Father Choi said it
is impossible to know what they would
rally.
Despite such difficulty, she said, powerful.”
“This is so, so exciting to see this “these days it is our opportunity to be
“Everyone in this arena has special have become.
“Every life has a role to play in makentire arena filled with thousands and the pro-life generation ... to not be afraid needs ... to love and to be loved,” he
ing God’s love known,” he said.
said.
thousands of young people,” he told to stand up for the most vulnerable.”
By Kelly Sankowski
Catholic News Service

March for Life
Continued from 1

The University of Mary sent 200
marchers, clad in blue and orange caps,
on a 30-hour bus journey from the frigid northern Great Plains.
Gallic, who traveled separately from
New Jersey, began attending marches
with her family when she was in elementary school.
“My parents showed us by the way
they lived” and dinner-table conversations, she said. “I’m very grateful for
it. I think it requires a lifetime commitment on the political level and the cultural level.”
Members of Students for Life from
the Moody Bible Institute in Chicago
sported yellow umbrellas.

“The yellow stands for joy,” student
Molly Malone explained. “The umbrella is representative of how we will
stand for both mothers and children.”
Margaret Banloman and Emily Rogge, both freshmen at St. Michael the
Archangel Catholic High School in
Lee’s Summit, Missouri, had a colorful
placard with an image of the Mary and
the slogan “Our Salvation Began With
an Unplanned Pregnancy.” The pair
came up with the idea and drew the sign
on their cross-country bus ride, which
Banloman characterized as “redemptive suffering.”
Caryn Crush, who spent 14 hours on
a bus from Louisville, Kentucky, was
with a group of 54 from Immaculata
Classical Academy, and said she was
attending in support of children born

with Down syndrome. Appearing at the
March for Life and opposing abortion,
especially for children born with Down
syndrome, was her way to “change society’s perception of them and show
they do have value.”
“We’re here to be a voice,” she added. “This is more of a celebration of life
whether the president’s here or not.”
Father Kurt Young was accompanying 700 high schoolers from the Arch-

diocese of New Orleans. They were
part of what became a 14-bus caravan
in a two-day trip that lasted a total of
32 hours because of icy roads in Mississippi.
He said politics and legislation
weren’t the students’ main priority, either. “Everyone here is here to make a
peaceful, prayerful protest,” the priest
said.

EL DÍA OFRECERÁ:
9:00 a.m - 2:00 p.m.
Invitado Especial- Diácono Asterio Velasco
Coordinador Regional del V Encuentro | Arquidiócesis de Newark
Diálogo en Grupos, Estaciones de la Cruz,
Servicio Penitencial de Cuaresma con Adoración Eucarística
Sesiones para:
Niños (edad 7-11) Presentación bilingϋe
Adolescentes (edad 12-17) Presentación en inglés
Mujeres (edad 18+)
Hombres (edad 18+)

York Catholic
High School
students
prepare to take
a public stand
for life at the
March for Life
in Washington.
COURTESY OF
YORK CATHOLIC
HIGH SCHOOL

Retiro es GRATIS, pero se requiere inscripción.
Registrate ahora, espacios limitados.
Incluye refrigerios.
Para inscribirse: contacte a su parroquia, a la Oficina de
Ministerios Multiculturales de la Diócesis de Harrisburg
Teléfono: (717) 657-4804 ext. 313,
Correo Electrónico: jcurran@hbgdiocese.org - o visite:
www.hbgdiocese.org/hispanicministry
@HispanicHbg
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New Catholic Media Network
Offers Refreshing Take on the Faith

Diocesan Parishioner among the Nationwide Podcasters
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
A podcast network that is “as challenging, strange
and beautiful as the faith which inspired it” is finding
a foothold among Catholic-media consumers.
Breadbox Media is a ground-level apostolate that
communicates the faith in cultural, topical and conversational podcasts, satiating an audience hungry
for unfiltered and refreshing Catholic content.
Casting a reverent reference to the tabernacle and
the monstrance with its name, Breadbox Media
transfers the Catholic faith via downloadable podcasts that listeners can stream to their desktops, laptops or mobile devices, and can do so free of charge.
The network was launched in October 2015 in
Lexington, Ky., by Leo Brown, a 25-year media veteran who spent 12 years in Catholic radio. He developed Breadbox Media as an alternative to traditional
catechesis and apologetics that would appeal to a
broader audience.
“We want our programming to be accessible.
We’re going for a relational, topical and cultural ap-

‘Beginning Experience’
Weekend for
Those Suffering the
Loss of a Spouse
The Beginning Experience Team for the Harrisburg Diocese has booked Camp Hebron in
Halifax, Pa., for a Beginning Experience weekend, May 4-6, 2018.
The ecumenical Beginning Experience
weekends are an approved program designed
for those suffering the loss of a spouse through
death, divorce or separation. Hundreds of persons have been helped to move towards successful, productive, happy lives by attending one of
these weekends. The weekend is led by persons
who have lost a spouse through death or divorce
and are trained in facilitating a weekend. Each
Beginning Experience Team is certified by the
International Beginning Experience Organization.
The following is a testimonial of a person
who attended the Beginning Experience Weekend: “I can tell you that my encounter with the
Beginning Experience weekend has brought me
greater peace and given me an extended family
of lifelong friends who I quickly grew to love
and lean on. If you or someone you know is suffering the isolation and pain that can accompany
the loss of a spouse or marriage, I encourage
you to seriously consider attending the Beginning Experience weekend.”
Beginning Experience is your Church at work
to provide help, healing and spiritual restoration. Visit the Diocese of Harrisburg’s Web
site, www.hbgdiocese.org, and go to the marriage and family link, or visit www.beginning
experience.org. Information can also be obtained
by contacting Harrisburg Beginning Experience
Team members Julie, at 717-379-0800, or Eva,
at 717-495-9586.

proach to programs and topics,” Mr. Brown told The
Catholic Witness. “This is both broad and deep, but
it’s not over anyone’s head.”
The efforts of the network are now being welcomed in the Diocese of Harrisburg.
Breadbox Media has amassed a growing team of
more than a dozen podcasters from across the country who explore the full gamut of topics relevant to
the Catholic Church from a variety of perspectives.
Among them:
• The “cathovist” podcast by Mr. Brown examines
ways to put faith to work through social responsibility, a commitment to human dignity and political
action.
• “Connecting the Dots” by Mark Shea is an
around-the-watercooler type of show that discusses
everything from cinema to current events and holidays as it examines the world through the eyes of the
Catholic faith.
• “The Whaley Show” by Andrew Whaley, founder
of the Calix apostolate, features discussion on everything from philosophy and theology to art and business, with a complement of edgy humor and intellectual speculation.
• Rebecca Bratten Weiss and Matthew Tyson team
up for “The Co-Op,” the official podcast of The New
Pro-Life Movement, as they look at issues related to
life, liberty and the pursuit of justice.
A member of Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in New Oxford, Pete
Socks, a.k.a. “The Catholic Book Blogger,” is also
part of the podcast network, with his show, “Off the
Shelf.” In it, he shares book reviews and author interviews as he continues to explore the riches of the
Catholic faith.
He told The Catholic Witness that the purpose of
his particular podcast is to “bring people’s attention
to the fact that there is good Catholic material that
will help them grow in the faith.”
As someone who entered the Church as an adult,
Catholic books re-ignited in him a passion for the
faith a few years after he converted.
“I want to share that experience with others,” Mr.
Socks said. “There is so much to explore, that you
can’t ever know everything about the Catholic faith.
There are 2,000 years of history to work through.”
Mr. Socks was named Managing Partner at Breadbox Media last month. His responsibilities include
bringing in new podcasts to increase overall offerings.
Late last month, he announced that the following
shows will be joining Breadbox Media:
• “All Things Are Possible with God,”
hosted by John Michael Talbot
• “Catholic Answers Live” daily podcast
• “The Bible Study Evangelista Show,”
hosted by Sonja Corbitt
• “Lisa Hendey and Friends,” with
host Lisa Hendey
• “Chuck N’ Ann on Finance,”
with hosts Chuck and Annie Fulkerson
• “Salt & Light,” with hosts
Chuck and Annie Fulkerson
• “The Frank Friar,” with host
Father Nicholas Blackwell
• “Young Catholics Respond,”
with host Bill Snyder

• “A Seeking Heart” with
host Allison Gingras
• “The Popcorn Cathedral,” hosted by Rod Bennett
“As a collective, we cover the whole gamut of
where someone might find themselves standing on
the spectrum of Catholicism,” Mr. Socks remarked.
“That’s what makes us unique,” he said. “[Each
podcaster] has their own program with their own
platform and viewpoints, and yet we all live under
the Catholic umbrella.”
With this approach, Breadbox Media throws open
the doors to welcome all Catholic-media consumers:
young, old, married, single, daily communicants and
those who attend Mass every so often.
“All that we do is somewhat focused on human
dignity, social responsibility and the common good,”
Mr. Brown expressed. “These step outside of demographics, political leanings or social structures. We
are in line with what a well-practiced faith – as exhibited in the greater culture – should look like.”
The network has received endorsements from
Cardinal Donald Wuerl, Archbishop of Washington, D.C., Archbishop Joseph Kurtz of Louisville,
Bishop Ronald Gainer of Harrisburg, Bishop Kevin
C. Rhoades of Fort Wayne-South Bend, and Bishop
John Stowe of Lexington.
Breadbox Media launched in the Diocese of Lexington in 2015 as an entity of Real Life Radio, which
had been given canonical standing as an official
Catholic apostolate in the diocese by Bishop Gainer,
who was Bishop of Lexington from 2003-2014 prior
to his appointment to Harrisburg.
“Breadbox Media, like its name implies, is bigger
than the sum of its parts. We don’t think any topic is
taboo to discuss,” Mr. Brown said. “We’re not theologians, we’re not even all Catholic, but we are in
an honest pursuit of truth, peace and virtue. If the
Catholic lifestyle had a place to discuss what the
Catholic lifestyle – fully lived – looked like, it would
be Breadbox Media.”
“We are Eucharistic at our core, but that core is a
seed, a beginning,” he said. “It’s a seed of thought,
a seed of exploration, and a seed of discussion. We
believe that in real and honest conversation, walls
can come down, fears can be erased and the essence
of living a life, fully alive, can find the ideal conditions to flourish. It’s a tall order, but we know that as
long as the seed is the core, the product will always
be what it’s supposed to be.”
The podcast network is complementary to Catholic
media and parishes. It operates on a slim budget and
is supported by sponsors and by listeners who sign
up to become premium members. Still, the podcasts
are available free of charge.
Breadbox Media’s podcasts are available on Podbean, iTunes, Google Play and other podcast hubs.
But the best way to experience it is via its web-based
platform at www.BreadboxMedia.com. On the website, consumers can listen to podcasts free of charge.
The site also features bios of the hosts and overviews
of the programming, and allows listeners to become
premium members to receive deep discounts from
various business partners.
For more information on Breadbox Media, visit
www.BreadboxMedia.com or contact Leo Brown at
leo@breadboxmedia.com or 859-913-5362.
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Students from Six Colleges Serve
Others through Maria Kaupas Center
Sleeping late in the morning, spending time with family and reconnecting with old friends
are typical priorities for college students on Christmas break. However for 10 non-consecutive days, beginning in mid-December and ending in mid-January, 11 students from the
Mount Carmel-Kulpmont area followed a different schedule by getting up early, attending
morning Mass at Divine Redeemer Church and spending much of their time helping others.
The students were participants in the third annual winter service program sponsored by
the Mother Maria Kaupas Center. The center, whose primary mission is to encourage young
people to live lives of leadership and service in their Church and community, challenged the
students to look at the world around them and resolve to work to make things better.
The program included Catholic students from Divine Redeemer and Our Lady parishes
in Mount Carmel, Holy Angels Parish in Kulpmont, and the Mother Maria Kaupas Center’s
neighbors from down the street, Sts. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church.
To qualify for the winter service program, a student had to be a member of one of these
four parishes. They had to complete an application, write an essay on why they wanted to be
in the program and secure the approval of his or her respective pastor – Father Martin Moran
of Divine Redeemer, Father Andrew Stahmer of Holy Angels, Father Francis Karwacki of
Our Lady and Father Michael Hutsko of Sts. Peter and Paul.
During the service program, the students performed tasks at the Mother Maria Kaupas
Center and in their home parishes, sang Christmas carols with residents in three nursing
homes, conducted a cemetery cleanup, made homemade soup and delivered it to homebound residents, worked on tasks for the Sisters of Sts. Cyril and Methodius in Danville and
took part in a visit with the Sisters at the Carmel of Jesus, Mary and Joseph in Elysburg.
Participating in the program were: Lee Amarose, Luke Darrup and Dylan Fiamoncini, Divine Redeemer; Ciaran Fisher, Alex Holleran, Michael Padula and Michael Vincenzes, Holy
Angels; Magdalena Callahan, Church of Our Lady; and Sydney Casey, Kassondra Martz
and Bryce Fiamoncini, Sts. Peter and Paul.
Six colleges and universities were represented among the student participants: Susquehanna University (Fisher); Penn State University (Vincenzes, Darrup and Dylan FIamoncini);
Bloomsburg University (Padula, Casey, Martz and Bryce Fiamoncini); Mansfield University (Callahan); Wilkes University (Holleran), and Lebanon Valley College (Amarose).
This year, the center presented its first Dolores Orzel Award to Magdalena Callahan in
recognition of her faithfulness to Gospel values and exemplifying strong leadership skills.
Students are volunteers, but in appreciation for their 10 days of service, the Kaupas Center
provides each with a $300 stipend to provide some small assistance in pursuing their college
education.
The program is partially supported through grants or donations from Our Sunday Visitor
Institute, the FOCUS program of the Diocese of Harrisburg and the individual parishes.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE SHAMOKIN NEWS-ITEM

Students in the Mother Maria Kaupas Center’s winter service program were guests at a
lunch hosted by Sts. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church, Mount Carmel. Shown are,
from left, front row, Father Frank Karwacki (pastor of Church of Our Lady, Mount Carmel),
Sydney Casey, Kassondra Martz, Luke Darrup, Alex Holleran and Jake Betz, director of the
Mother Maria Kaupas Center; back row, Michael Padula, Bryce Fiamoncini, Father Martin
Moran (pastor of Divine Redeemer Church, Mount Carmel, and supervisor of the Mother
Maria Kaupas Center), Father Michael Hutsko (pastor of Sts. Peter and Paul Ukrainian
Catholic Church), Michael Vincenzes, Dylan Fiamoncini and Lee Amarose.

St. Cyril Spiritual Center, Danville PA, presents

Living Words...
by Sister Anita M. Constance, SC

Saturday, February 24th
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
We are left with seven “words” spoken by Jesus in the darkness of his
suffering. These seven words are not only a part of our sacred history, a
remembering, but also a life-blood meant to flow through our veins and into
our lived experience.
This day of reflection is an invitation to meet some of the men and
women who have held these words in their hearts and lived them into the
darkness, putting flesh on this sacred legacy.
Sister Anita M. Constance, SC, is the author
of several spiritual books, and is experienced in
giving retreats and workshops. She received her MS
from Fordham University (NY) in Religious Studies,
and is a certified spiritual director who presently
gives retreats, spiritual direction, grief support, and
Healing Touch.
Her experience includes ministry as a
Pastoral Associate for the Paterson Diocese, Director
of Pastoral Care at St. Anne Villa, and Director of
Xavier Retreat Center, both in Convent Station NJ.

Cost: $45 for Program with a full Dinner
Payment is due by registration deadline:
February 16th

Register online at www.sscm.org (under
Current Events), or Call 570-275-3581

Lenten Fish Dinners

(A listing of these dinners is also available online at www.hbgdiocese.
org. Announcements for the fish dinners can be submitted via e-mail to
communications@hbgdiocese.org for promotion.)
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Enola – Six dinners during Lent in the
church social hall from 4-7 p.m. on Fridays Feb. 16 through March 23.
Menu includes seasoned baked cod, church-made baked macaroni &
cheese, church-made pierogies, veggie or stewed tomatoes, Cole slaw,
roll, dessert & coffee or punch. Baked fish for adults, $11; Mac & cheese
for adults, $10; Pierogi for adults, $10; any meal for children is $5. Eatin or take-out. No reservations needed.Classical acoustical guitar dinner
music provided by Nate.
St. Peter Parish, Columbia – Lenten Friday Fish Fry begins Feb. 16
in the Parish Center. A variety of fish platters and other non-meat dishes
prepared by the women of the parish. Included in the price of the fish
platters are: Cole slaw, macaroni and cheese, a vegetable, French fries,
and coffee or tea. Homemade soups, weekly specials, a la carte items and
desserts also available. Eat-in or take out every Friday through March
23 from 4-6:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross follow at 7 p.m. in the church.
Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Middletown – Annual
Fish Fry begins Feb. 16 and continues weekly through March 23 from
5-8 p.m. in the school cafeteria. All-you-can-eat batter-dipped fish (eat-in
only) plus lemon-pepper fish, crab cakes, jumbo fried shrimp, macaroni
and cheese, pierogies, and a variety of delicious desserts, including chocolate cake with peanut butter icing and coconut cream pie. New this year:
a variety of seafood platters, including fish, scallops, shrimp, and crab
cakes and weekly specials. Dine-in or place your takeout order by calling 717-944-5488 after 4 p.m. All orders or reservations must be received
by a volunteer; phone messages cannot be accepted. Also available for
sale, delicious handmade chocolate eggs in peanut butter, butter cream,
coconut, and peppermint, dipped in white, dark, or luscious milk chocolate, for $1 each. For more information, including full menu, visit www.
ssbvm.org.
Knights of Columbus Council 10193 of Mary, Gate of Heaven Parish, Myerstown – Fish dinners on Feb. 16 and March 23 from 5-6:30
p.m. for dinners and take-out, followed by Stations of the Cross. Cost
is $10 and includes baked haddock filet, baked potato, Cole slaw, and
dinner rolls. Coffee, iced tea and light desserts will be provided for dinein only. Must have ticket for dinner and take-outs. Limit of 150 dinners. Tickets can be obtained by calling Joe Plum at 717-383-3848.
St. John the Baptist Parish, New Freedom – Three Lenten Dinners
prepared and sponsored by Knights of Columbus Council #8891. Dinners will be held Feb. 23, March 9 and March 23 from 4-7 p.m. in the
Father Capitani Social Hall. Dinners priced from $8-$18, with choice of
lump crab cakes, panko-fried cod, fried shrimp. Dinners include Cole
slaw, green beans, dinner roll, & beverage. A la carte items available at an
additional cost: baked potato, breaded mozzarella cheese sticks, mac &
cheese, French fries, homemade soup, delicious desserts. Carry-out available.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Cornwall – Fish Dinners on Feb. 7, 14,
21 and 28, and March 7, 14, 21 and 28 from 4-7 p.m. Baked and fried fish,
baked and fried potatoes, slaw, applesauce and “Bernie’s Bakers” famous
homemade desserts, all for only $9! Kid’s (12 and under only) meal of
chicken tenders and fries for $4.
St. Joan of Arc Knights of Columbus, Hershey – Fish Fry in the
school cafeteria from 5-8 p.m. on Feb. 23 and March 9. Fried or baked
fish, French fries or mac & cheese, Cole slaw or applesauce. Drinks and
desserts will be available. The proceeds benefit Knights of Columbus
charities.
Holy Angels Parish, Kulpmont – Lenten Fish Dinners on Fridays during Lent, beginning Feb. 16, from 4-6 p.m. in the Activity Center. Dinner
includes soup and salad bar, fruit cup, baked fish, potato, vegetable, bread,
dessert and beverage. Donation is $9 for adults, $5 for children 12 and
under. Stations of the Cross at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. on Fridays during Lent
at Holy Angels Church.
St. Rose of Lima Parish, York – Annual seafood fundraiser during
the Lenten season, beginning with a lunch on Ash Wednesday (Feb. 14)
from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Then, lunches and dinners will be served every
Friday through March 23. Lunches will run from 11:30 a.m.-1:30, dinners
from 4-7 p.m. For menus and additional information, visit www.saintroseoflimayork.org.
Knights of Columbus of St. Jude Thaddeus Parish, Mifflintown –
Annual Lenten Fish Dinners in the church social hall on Fridays Feb.
9 through March 23 from 4-7 p.m. All-you-can-eat meal includes fried
and baked fish, popcorn shrimp, fried clams, French fries, macaroni and
cheese, stewed tomatoes, corn, green beans, Cole slaw, applesauce, rolls,
puddings and a selection of homemade desserts. Pay at the door: Adults
$12; ages 6-12 $6; children 5 under free. If you have any questions, call
Joe Zarnowski, 908-892-0271.
St. Francis Xavier Parish, Gettysburg – Lenten Fish Fry Dinners on
Fridays Feb. 16, 23, March 2, 9 and 23 from 5-7 p.m. at Xavier Center,
465 Table Rock Road. Dine-in or take-out. Adult and children’s portions
available, and children under 5 eat free. No fish fry March 16. Call 717334-4048 or visit www.stfxcc.org for information.
St. Theresa Parish, New Cumberland – Lenten Soup and Bread
Series with guest speaker Father Samuel Dubois, who will offer a series
of talks on the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass on Feb. 26, and March 5, 12
and 19. Soup is served at 6 p.m., and the speaker begins at 6:30 p.m.
There is no cost, but a free-will offering will be taken.
St. Rita Parish, Blue Ridge Summit – Poor Man Suppers after
evening Masses on Wednesdays during Lent. Mass will be celebrated at
6:30 p.m., followed by the Poor Man Supper.
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Dinner and Dance to Benefit ‘Undefeated Courage’
Ministry for Pro-Life Advocacy

The names of the following deceased persons have been submitted by their parishes.
Please remember in your prayers the happy
repose of these recently departed souls and
the consolation of their loved ones.
ANNVILLE – St. Paul the Apostle:
Dorothy Batchelor, Carolyn Mariani, Paolo
“Pete” Martorana.
BERWICK – Immaculate Conception
BVM: Margaret Becker, Frank Fidrick,
Nadja Yonick.
CATAWISSA – Our Lady of Mercy:
Frances Haladay.
COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady of
Hope: Ruth Romanoski, Florence Rosini,
James Valenskie.
COLUMBIA – Holy Trinity: Vincent
Giffuni, Kathleen Wiley.
CONEWAGO – Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Mary Ann Long, Austin A. Staub, Jr.
DALLASTOWN – St. Joseph: Austin
Deller, Stanley Grzymala, Sr., Charlotte
Shane, George Vicchiotti, Jr.
DANVILLE – St. Joseph: Howard Riley.
ELIZABETHTOWN – St. Peter: Kyle
A. Ingham.
FAIRFIELD – Immaculate Conception
BVM: Evelyn McGlaughlin, Edward Noye.
GETTYSBURG – St. Francis Xavier:
Ronald Brocavich, Helena Hoffman,
Stephen Kovall, Stephen MacPherson,
Ronald Wallschlag.
GREENCASTLE – St. Mark: Joseph
Szaflarski.
HARRISBURG – Our Lady of the
Blessed Sacrament: Anthony “Tony”
Crouthamel; St. Francis of Assisi: Jeff
Jespersen; St. Catherine Laboure: Joan
Chimienti, Jack Sariano; St. Margaret
Mary: Joseph Taylor.
HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: Glenn C.
Ney.
KULPMONT – Holy Angels: Mary M.
Dormer, Stanley Lazarski.
LANCASTER – Assumption BVM:
Edward Ziegler; St. Joseph: Joseph E.
Buczynski III, Elizabeth “Betty” Jane Hain,
Muriel E. Kennett, Rose E. Lehman, James
R. McManus, Jr., Marian Ann Madonna,
Charles R. Murse, Sr., Jamil Lamar Seals,
Jermaine William Seals, Richard E.
Thompson.
LEBANON – Assumption BVM: Robert
Ristenbatt, Daniel Stauffer; St. Cecilia:
Joseph Fairbrother, Mary Flami, Isabelle
Hartman, Clarence Klingeman, Bernadette
Poliwacki.
LYKENS – Our Lady Help of Christians:
Jarrod M. Orowski.

William Condron, James Hancock, Nancy
Kerris, John (Jack) Klinger, Margaret
Linetty, Lillian Mathias, Robert O’Neill,
Lucy Pulaski, Anna Short.
NEW CUMBERLAND – St. Theresa:
Jeanne Marie Kerr, Donald Koscienski.
NEW FREEDOM – St. John the Baptist:
George William Dress, Margaret Pergrin.
PALMYRA – Holy Spirit: Thomas
Boban, Charlotte Testa, Eugene Woolley,
Anna Zullo.
ROHRERSTOWN – St. Leo the Great:
Mary Virginia (Roda) Maher.
YORK – St. Joseph: Jean Krug; St. Rose
of Lima: Margaret Baublitz.

Sister Anna Marie
Kalinauskas

Sister Anna Marie Kalinauskas, 89, of
the Discalced Carmelite Nuns of Danville
died Jan. 5 at Emmanuel Center in Danville.
Born in Dickson City, Pa., she attended
Marywood University in Scranton after
high school. In 1952, she entered the Carmelite Monastery in Loretto, Pa., as an extern Sister. In 1953, she went on the foundation to the Carmel in Mount Carmel and
made her profession of vows in 1955. In
1970, she became a Choir nun in the monastery in Elysburg.
As extern Sister, she welcomed those
who came to the monastery, receiving their
requests for prayers and offering counsel
and a listening heart. She found spiritual
sustenance in nature and spent many hours
in a hermitage on the beautiful monastery
property.
The Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated Jan. 12 at Maria Hall Chapel in
Danville. Burial was in All Saints Cemetery, Elysburg.

Sister Mary Anne Feerick

Christian Charity Sister Mary Anne
Feerick died at Holy Family Convent in
Danville on Jan. 13. She was 77.
Born in Philadelphia, she entered the
Congregation of the Sisters of Christian
Charity at Mendham, N.J., in 1958. Sister
Mary Anne’s primary apostolate was dedicated to teaching in the primary grades of
the community’s schools in Pennsylvania,
New Jersey and New York. Further apostolic services were directed to general help
and visiting patients at Holy Family Convent Infirmary and Holy Spirit Hospital in
Camp Hill. She retired to Holy Family in
2007.
The Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated Jan. 18 in the Holy Family Convent
chapel. Burial was in St. Joseph Cemetery,
Danville.

“Undefeated Courage” – a ministry that offers life-saving advocacy for
preborn children, assists mothers and fathers in their decision to choose life,
and helps parents connect to pregnancy resource centers – will host a benefit
dinner and dance on Feb. 24 from 6-10 p.m. at the West Shore Elks Lodge in
Camp Hill.
The evening will feature Italian fare and a cash bar, basket raffles, small
games of chance, a 50/50 raffle and live music by Ribic’s Cube 3. Attendees
will also hear an update from Undefeated Courage Founder Becky Biter
on the significant progress made locally with the closing of the Hillcrest
abortion clinic. She will also share real-life client success stories, and there
will be information on support opportunities for individuals and businesses
who wish to partner in providing a mobile ultrasound unit.
Cost is $20 donation at the door. The West Shore Elks Lodge is located at
108 North St. John’s Road in Camp Hill. For more information, call Becky
Biter at 717-386-0602.

Catholic University to Host Symposium
on Humanae Vitae

The Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C., will host a
symposium on the 50th anniversary of the papal encyclical Humanae Vitae
from April 4-6.
Speakers will include Most Rev. Charles Chaput, OFM Cap., Janet Smith,
Ph.D., Mary Eberstadt, Helen Alvare, Glenn Olsen, Ph.D., and Teresa
Collett.
Co-sponsored by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’
Committee on Laity, Marriage, Family Life and Youth, and by the Catholic
University of America’s School of Theology and Religious Studies, the
symposium sees the foundation of all human relationships in Christ’s work
of redemption which has restored and made new God’s original plan for the
human person, human sexuality and marriage, offering light and healing to
all.
For information on the symposium schedule or cost, e-mail nfp@usccb.
org or call 1-202-541-3240. Register online at http://cuatoday.com/hv2018.

Bishop McDevitt Student Achieves Top ACT Score

Brian Druby, a senior at Bishop McDevitt High School in Harrisburg,
earned the highest possible ACT composite score of 36. On average, only
around one-tenth of 1 percent of students who take the ACT earn a top score.
In the U.S. high school graduating class of 2017, only 2,760 out of more than
2 million graduates who took the ACT earned a composite score of 36.
The ACT consists of tests in English, mathematics, reading and science,
each scored on a scale of 1–36. A student’s composite score is the average
of the four test scores. The score for ACT’s optional writing test is reported
separately and is not included within the ACT composite score.
In a letter to Brian recognizing his exceptional achievement, ACT Chief
Executive Officer Marten Roorda stated, “Your achievement on the ACT is
significant and rare. While test scores are just one of multiple criteria that
most colleges consider when making admission decisions, your exceptional
ACT composite score should prove helpful as you pursue your education and
career goals.”
Brian is the fifth and last child in the Druby family to attend Bishop
McDevitt. He attended elementary and middle school at St. Joan of Arc
School in Hershey. At Bishop McDevitt, Brian is involved in tennis, Future
Business Leaders of America, Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion,
Student Ambassadors, Math National Honor Society and Vice President of
the National Honor Society.

MANHEIM – St. Richard: Helen Schick.
MCSHERRYSTOWN –
Annunciation BVM: Lawrence F. Klunk,
Theodore Strausbaugh, Virginia Yarrish.
MECHANICSBURG – St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton: Joanne Kostelac, Joshua Perry.
MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows
BVM: Jeanne Spitler.

Please pray for the following
clergy who died in January during
the past 25 years:
Deacon Stephen Bankos, 1996

MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the
Apostle: Philip Fisher, Dominic Hammes,
Patricia Horning, Margaret Klopfle, Vincent
Sapone.

Father Paul Miller, 2004

MILTON – St. Joseph: Mary Jane
(Diehl) Bennett.

Father Brian Conrad, 2011

MOUNT CARMEL – Our Lady: Rena
Angeli, Ann Backes, Leona Bereski,
Mildred Callahan, Joni-Simmons Close,

Father Joseph Hilbert, 2014

Father Philip DeChico, 2006
Msgr. Lawrence Overbaugh, 2008
Deacon James Sneeringer, 2011
Father Louis P. Ogden, 2015.

COURTESY OF JENNIFER HART, DELONE CATHOLIC

Students from Delone Catholic High School in McSherrystown, St. Teresa of
Calcutta School in McSherrystown and Conewago, St. Francis Xavier School
in Gettysburg and St. Joseph School in Hanover, along with generous donations from Neiderer’s Sanitation, LLC and Conewago Contractors, Inc., and
a matching donation from Conewago Enterprises, Inc., raised $21,366 to aid
two Catholic schools in Texas that were devastated by hurricanes this year.
Pictured here from left are (bottom row) Ainsley Kidder, St. Teresa of Calcutta;
JD Sieg, St. Francis Xavier; and Natalie Rizzuto, St. Teresa of Calcutta. (Top
row) Terry Golden, St. Joseph School; Daniel Sweeney and Madison Sieg,
Delone Catholic High School; Patricia Foltz, St. Teresa of Calcutta; Rebecca Sieg, St. Francis Xavier; Andy Brough, Conewago Enterprises, Inc.; and
Richard La Rocca, Delone Catholic High School.
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Compiled by Jen Reed

Spiritual Offerings

Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey
will be held on Feb. 7 at 7 p.m. Join your fellow brothers and sisters
in Christ as we praise our Lord through prayer, praise, worship
and music. Father Modestus will preside. A reception will be held
immediately following the Caelorum in the Cafeteria. For more
information, call 717-583-0240.

Pilgrimages and Retreats

A Prayer Shawl Retreat, hosted by the Harrisburg
Diocesan Council of Catholic Women, will be held Feb. 17 at St.
Catherine Labouré Parish Harrisburg. The seventh annual retreat
will begin with Mass at 9 a.m. in the Shrine Church, followed by
knitting/crocheting, praying the Rosary, fellowship and lunch in Leo
Hall. The retreat will conclude at 2 p.m. Advance registration is
required. Call or text Kathy Kokoski at 717-448-8899 or Deb Black
at 717-514-8815, or email them at kakoko120@comcast.net or
mvdb01@verizon.net to register. Please register early as space is
limited. Deadline is Feb. 5.
Jody Cole will be conducting a Byzantine icon
writing (painting) retreat beginning Easter Monday through
April 6 at the Jesuit Center in Wernersville, Pa. The total cost of
the workshop, which includes all supplies, room and board, will
be $500. Participants will be able to choose from a 9”x 12” Holy
Face of Christ, or two different versions of Mary Magdalene. To
register, contact Melinda Leonowitz at 610-670-3642 or go online
at jesuitcenter.org. For more information, contact Jody Cole at 717919-8791 or jcoleicons@aol.com.
A Lent Retreat entitled “Lent: Healing and Whole”
will be held at St. Philip the Apostle Church in Millersville on Feb.
21. Both a day retreat (10 a.m.-2:30 p.m.) and a night retreat (6:309:30 p.m.) will be offered. The day retreat includes lunch, and the
night retreat includes light refreshments. Cost for the day retreat
is $13. The cost for the night retreat is $8. Call 717-872-2166,
ext. 103 to register. You may also e-mail cmiller@bgdiocese.org.
Registrations will be accepted until Sunday, Feb. 18.

Education & Enrichment

The Corpus Christi Council of Catholic Women
is hosting a “Women’s Lenten Afternoon of Recollection” on Feb.
17 in the Corpus Christi Parish Center, Chambersburg. Doors
open at 12:30 p.m., and the afternoon begins at 1 p.m. and will
end at 3:45 p.m. There is an opportunity for Confession from 3:45
p.m.-4:45 p.m. and Mass at 5 p.m., both in the Church. The theme
is “Filling Our Spiritual Bucket,” led by Father Brian Olkowski,
parochial vicar at Corpus Christi, who will show us that continual
communication with God will lift us up above our circumstances and
enable us to see problems for God’s perspective. The afternoon is
free and includes light refreshments. Please bring a Bible and a
Rosary. Advance registration is requested to ensure adequate
accommodations and refreshments. To register, contact Angela
Danko at 301-302-6511 or AJDanko@comcast.net. Registration
deadline is Feb. 12.
The I THIRST Prayer Group presents “Reflections on Ephesians - Growing in the Spirit.” Each week, we will review and
discuss a different part of Ephesians in order to understand the
Gifts of the Holy Spirit. Join us Wednesday night at 7 p.m. in the
cafeteria of St. Joan of Arc, Hershey. For more information, contact
us at 717-583-0240. Follow us on Facebook at ITHIRSTSJA.
Theology on Tap Lancaster – Join other young adults on Feb.
8 at 7 p.m. to hear Sean Patrick Malloy speak on the topic: “I’m Giving Up - What Life Taught me about Lent.” Malloy, the parish youth
minister at St. James Parish in Lititz, is also a worship and retreat
leader. This month only, the group will meet at Federal Taphouse
(2nd floor), 201 N. Queen St., Lancaster. Theology on Tap is a
Young Adult Outreach Ministry of the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Harrisburg. All young adults (20s and 30s), married or single, are
welcome to attend. For more details, check out the website at www.
totlancaster.com.
Young Adult Lenten Study – All young adults in the area are
welcome to join an 8-week study with Dr. Edward Sri entitled “Who
Am I to Judge? Responding to Relativism with Logic and Love.
Each session presents a 30-minute DVD followed by a 30-minute
discussion with no homework required. It will be held beginning
Feb. 20 at 7:30 p.m. in the Weber Center at St. Leo the Great Parish in Rohrerstown. To register, or for questions, contact Liz Kreckel
at eakreckel@gmail.com.

Fundraisers & Events

A Friendship Breakfast sponsored by the Council of Catholic Women of Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Harrisbirg will be held
Feb. 10 in the parish social hall. “The Philly Elvis,” Nick Ferraro, will
perform after breakfast. Doors open at 8:30 a.m. for complimentary
coffee. Each group of friends plans their menu, sets their table in
the St. Valentine theme and provides assorted breakfast foods for
the friends at their table. Tickets need not be purchased. Event
concludes at 11 a.m. with a basket raffle. Call Susan at 717-6571977 to reserve a table.
The Catholic Woman’s Club of York is seeking applicants for its annual Anna Dill Gamble/Susan Wagman Glatfelter
Scholarship. Applicants should be Catholic girls graduating in 2018
from a York County High School within the York Deanery. A strong
commitment to the Catholic faith, a good academic record, financial
need, and the pursuit of a baccalaureate degree are the qualifications being sought. Application forms are available at you high
school Guidance Office or by calling or emailing the CWC Scholarship Chairperson Gina Ortenzio at 717-873-2083, or ginako@
comcast.net. The deadline for the completed applications is Feb.
28. Scholarship recipients are asked to attend our CWC Spring
Luncheon/Fashion Show April 2.
Holy Trinity Parish in Columbia will hold its annual
Fastnacht Bake beginning Feb. 12. The final bake will be March 14.

All fastnachts must be pre-ordered; walk-ins not accepted. Place
orders online at www.holytrinitycolumbiapa.com. Cost for a dozen
plain fastnachts is $8.50. Glazed fastnachts are $9 a dozen.
Lancaster Court Queen of Peace #1023 of the
Catholic Daughters of the Americas invites all youth in
grades 4-12 from all schools to enter our 2018 National Education Contest. This year’s themes are: “The Lord has Done Great
Things for Us, We are Filled with Joy,” and “Finding Joy in My
Life.” Enter one or more contests: art, essay, poetry, computer
art, music and photography in your division. Go to http://www.
catholicdaughters.org/ and click on Education Contest Forms
(also available in Spanish) under Frequent Downloads for contest
rules and details. Entries must be postmarked by or delivered
to Margaret T. Giordano, Education Contest Chairman, 1530
Hollywood Drive, Lancaster, PA 17601 by Feb. 15. Leave a voice
message at 717-390-9035 with questions.
Good Shepherd School’s Dream Car Raffle is
soon coming to an end. A maximum of only 4,000 tickets will
be sold, so buy yours today - $25 each or 5 for $100. The lucky
winner can choose a new 2018 Alfa Romeo sedan or SUV
or $35,000 cash! Purchase tickets online at GSSCHPA.ORG/
ALFAROMEO or at our school office (3400 Market Street, Camp
Hill, PA 17011) weekdays from 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Tickets can also
be purchased following Mass at Good Shepherd Parish and in the
parish office. The drawing will be held Feb. 10 at our Car Raffle
Party! The winner need not be present to win and will be notified
via phone/e-mail if they do not attend. Please call 717-737-7261
with any questions. Proceeds directly benefit our school.
Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Middletown is again selling a variety of melt-in-yourmouth chocolate eggs through Easter. The delicious handmade
eggs are available in peanut butter, butter cream, coconut, and
peppermint. Each 2.4-ounce egg is dipped in white, dark, or milk
chocolate and sold for $1. Orders are taken for pickup by using
the form found online at www.ssbvm.org or providing the following
information by mail or email (scrip@ssbvm.org), to the school or
parish office, or dropping in the church collection basket: flavor
(peanut butter, butter cream, coconut, or peppermint), chocolate
(white, dark, or milk), quantity, name, phone number and pickup
location (school office, after Mass, or during a fish fry). Please
allow 48 hours for your order to be filled.
Experience Holy Infant Parish’s hand-molded,
hand-dipped eggs in peanut butter or coconut. Eggs are
available to order or purchase at $1 each by contacting the parish
office (717-266-5286) on weekdays from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Eggs also
may be purchased after the weekend Masses (5 p.m. Saturday
and 8 a.m. or 11 a.m. Sunday.) Proceeds from the sale of eggs
help fund parish projects and general operations. Holy Infant
Church is located at 535 Conewago Creek Road in Manchester
and is an easy drive from the Strinestown exit of I-83.
The St. Joseph Catholic Church Fun Committee
will hold its annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper fundraiser
Feb. 13 from 4-6:30 p.m. at the parish social hall, 5125 Grandview
Road, Hanover. Pancakes, sausage, applesauce, desserts, and
beverages are included in the admission price: $6 for adults; $4
for children 6-12; children under 6, free. Pay at the door.
The Fine and Performing Arts Department at
Lancaster Catholic High School will be having a Celebrating Love Concert in the LCHS Old Main Auditorium on Feb. 15 at
7:30 p.m. Sections from the Gershwin Songbook and also works
by Fritz Kreisler, Jules Massenet and Claude DeBussy will be
featured.
Prince of Peace Parish in Steelton will hold its annual
Fasnacht Sale on Feb. 13. Orders must be received by Feb. 6.
Cost is $9 per dozen, $5 per 1/2 dozen. Send your order by e-mail
to popparishfundraising@gmail.com, call 717-690-1550 and leave
a message with your name and phone number, or complete the
online order form at https://tinyurl.com/fasnacht2018. Available
pick-up times on Feb. 13 are 6 a.m., 7 a.m., 8 a.m. or 9 a.m.
Fasnachts available by order only!
The Heritage Club of St. Patrick Parish in Carlisle is hosting a Valentine Sock-Hop Dance on Feb. 18 from
6-10 p.m. The cost is $20 per person. The band is “Pennsylvania
Turnpike.” Ticket includes: hot dogs, burgers, fries, pizza, snacks,
wine, beer, cherry colas, ice tea, door prizes and contests. Get a
table of eight together and come out for a night of fun and dance!
Doors open at 5:45 p.m. Call after 6 p.m. for tickets. Call 717-2189898 or 724-352-3049.
Mardi Gras – Slavic Style. This year, plan to celebrate
Mardi Gras—Slavic Style on the Saturday before Lent, Feb. 10, at
Saint Ann Byzantine Catholic Church, Harrisburg, from 4-10 p.m.
Free admission. Continuous entertainment by The Polka Whooo
and D.J. Pete. Enjoy ethnic food and desserts, music, and games.
A Divine Liturgy will be celebrated that Saturday at 4 p.m. by
Father Michael Popson in the church. Find directions and info at
www.stannbyz.org.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Williamstown
is taking orders for homemade halushki. Orders are $8 per quart
and are due by Feb. 8. Orders can be picked in the church social
hall, 140 E. Market Street, on Feb. 12 after 1 p.m. Call Dawn at
717-647-9124 or JoAnn at 717-647-2287 to place your order.  
A Valentine’s Cash Raffle sponsored by Sacred Heart
of Jesus Parish in Williamstown will be held Feb. 11. 1st Prize
$200; 2nd Prize $100; 3rd Prize $50; 4th Prize $25; 5th Prize $25.
Tickets are $2 each and can be obtained by calling Anne at 717647-9182 or Dawn at 717-647-9124. Drawing will be held after the
10:45 a.m. Mass.  
St. Teresa of Calcutta Catholic School is proud to
present “Murder at the Fletcher Point Country Club,” our first Murder Mystery Dinner Theatre. The dinner will be held Feb. 10 at the
Annunciation BVM Church Parish Hall in McSherrystown. Doors
open at 5 p.m. Catering by Shultz’s Catering. Dinner will include

garden salad, choice of either roast turkey or baked ham, green
beans almondine, roasted red skin potatoes, dessert and nonalcoholic beverage. Cost is $25 per person. Limited reservations
available. For more information, visit www.stck8school.org. You
may be surprised by our cast of “suspects!”
Lenten Drop & Dine for the Hungry will be held
Feb. 24 in the Holy Name of Jesus Social Hall in Harrisburg from
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Drop-off nonperishable food items, grocery store
gift cards, or monetary donations and Dine-In on a simple lunch
of soup and bread. All contributions benefit the Silence of Mary
Home, which serves the poor and abandoned in the Harrisburg
Community. If you have any questions, please contact the office
by phone: 717-737-4107 or email: silenceofmaryvolunteer@
verizon.net.
St. Cecilia Parish in Lebanon will hold its annual
fastnacht sale starting at 7 a.m. on Feb. 11 and running
around the clock through Tuesday, Feb. 13 until they are sold out.
Cost is $10 per dozen. Walk-ins welcome, up to five dozen limit.
Coach, Cash & More Bingo will be held at St. Aloysius
Parish, Littlestown, on Feb. 18 in the parish hall. Doors open at
11:30 a.m. Bingo starts at 1:30 p.m. Tickets are $25 in advance
and $30 at the door. We’ve packed a lunch for you, included with
your paid admission. For tickets or information, call the church
office at 717-359-4513.
“For the Love of Music Anniversary Concert”
will be held Feb. 11 at 2 p.m. at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in
Cornwall. Celebrate the second anniversary of our beautiful new
church and enjoy a musical experience collaborated by Geniene
Ronald. You will be inspired and entertained by Spirit in Song,
The Holy Spirit Choir, several solos, the Sacred Heart Choir and
our Children’s Choir, as well as liturgical dance. Refreshments will
follow. Snow date is Feb. 18.
The Women of Mercy and Joy of Annunciation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in McSherrystown will be collecting donations of chocolate and signed cards on Feb. 10 from 9-11 a.m.
at the parish house, as part of a “Valentines for Veterans” project.
The donations will then be distributed by Roots for Boots.
A Little bit of Italy is coming to St. Richard
Church in Manheim in our Annual Spaghetti and Meatball
Dinner on Feb. 9 from 4:30-8:30 p.m. The dinner will include salad
with dressing, spaghetti and meatballs (seconds on spaghetti
only), Italian bread and butter, coffee, tea, iced tea, punch and
dessert. Adults ages 19 and older are $9 each. Ages 18 and under
eat for free. No reservations needed. If you are unable to stay for
the dinner but would like to have spaghetti and meatballs, we do
have take-out available. Tickets are on sale now and at the door
the day of the dinner. If you have any questions, call Rosemarie at
717-665-2465.
The Lebanon District of the Council of Catholic
Women invites all women of the parishes in the district to attend
the second quarterly meeting of the council on Feb. 7 at 6:30 p.m.
at Mary, Gate of Heaven Parish Social Hall in Myerstown. You do
not have to be a member to attend. The theme for the evening will
be “Valentines for Veterans.” Please bring a personal care item
for our Valentine gift bags to be donated to the Veterans at the VA
Hospital. Please bring a friend. A prize will be given to the member
who brings the most guests. For questions or information, call Marie
Bernadette at 717-383-3849 or Anne Hasting at 717-274-8582.
St. Paul the Apostle Parish Council of Catholic
Women in Annville will once again be sponsoring our Shrove
Tuesday Spaghetti Dinner on Feb. 13 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. and 4-7
p.m. Cost of the dinners are $8 for large and $6 for small. Take-outs
are available. Please bring your own container.
The Haiti Mission Committee of St. Paul the Apostle Church in Annville is planning a Silent Auction to benefit
our ministries in Haiti. The proceeds of this auction provide meals
for the children attending school in Goyavier, as well as, educating
children at the Les Bons Samaritians School of St. Marc. The event
will be held in the parish social hall on Feb. 17 from 6:30-9 p.m. and
Feb. 18 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Items up for bid include gift certificates,
theme baskets, household items, works of art and jewelry. Cash and
checks only. A chili cook-off will be held Saturday evening. Winners
will be notified immediately and can pick up their items Feb. 18 from
1:30-3:30 p.m. or after all Masses on Feb. 24 and 25. Please contact Jim or Terri Mascoli at 717-274-3709 or jmascoli@verizon.net.
Lebanon Catholic School is pleased to announce that
two of the most influential persons in its rich history will be inducted
into the school’s Athletics Hall of Honor Induction in 2018. Being
honored for their outstanding contributions to student-athletes at
Lebanon Catholic School will be Msgr. Paul D. Weaver (posthumously), who was affectionately known as the “Father of Football”
at LC, and Mr. Norbert “Norbie” Danz, legendary football coach who
got his start in coaching with the Beavers in 1955. The presentations will be made at the Timbers Restaurant on March 3 with a
cocktail reception starting at 4 p.m., followed by dinner at 5 p.m.
and induction at 6:30 p.m. Cost is $40 per person. To make a paid
reservation online, please log onto www.lebanoncatholicschool.org/
support or contact the Office of Advancement at 717-273-3731, ext.
327.
St. Catherine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg will
be hosting a bus trip to the National Museum of the Bible and
the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception
in Washington, D.C., on Saturday, March 17. Depart via luxury
coach at 7:30 a.m. from St. Catherine Labouré, arriving at the new
Museum of the Bible in Washington. At 4 p.m., our luxury coach
will then transport us to The Basilica of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception, where we will have the opportunity to
explore the largest Catholic church in North America in honor of our
Blessed Mother and attend 5:15 p.m. Mass. Return departure is
scheduled for 6:30 p.m. More information, pricing, and reservations
can be made through Deb at the Parish Office (717-564-1321) or
dgelbaugh@sclhbg.org.

Submission Deadline

The deadline for submissions for the February 16 edition is
Wednesday, Feb. 7 at 4:30 p.m. Submit written announcements
via e-mail to witness@hbgdiocese.org. No ads, posters or
PDFs, please.

12 - The Catholic Witness • February 2, 2018

150

Allentown Priests Hiking
the Grand Canyon Inspired
by ‘Grandeur of God’
By Tami Quigley
Catholic News Service

March 2, 2018



March 3, 2018



Prayer Vigil

7:00 P.M. at Holy Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg.
This will include a live enactment of the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary by young
people from throughout the Diocese, similar in many ways to the Living Way of the
Cross. This event will replace the traditional Palm Sunday Youth Mass and
Gathering for 2018. All are welcome and encouraged to attend.

Opening Mass for the Anniversary Year

10:00 A.M. at Holy Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg.
Please join Bishop Gainer as celebrant and Homilist to begin the anniversary year
celebration. A reception, featuring a sampling of ethnic foods from various ethnic
and cultural groups that comprise the faithful of the Diocese, will be held
immediately following the Mass.

August 28-September 8, 2018  Pilgrimage to Ireland

Join Bishop Gainer on a twelve-day pilgrimage to the Emerald Isle,
sponsored by Catholic Charities. In keeping with the 150th anniversary celebration,
the pilgrimage will include a visit to the grave of Saint Patrick, the Patron Saint of
the Diocese of Harrisburg. Participation is limited.

November 3, 2018  Pilgrimage to Basilica of the National Shrine of
the Immaculate Conception
SAVE THE DATE for this diocesan pilgrimage to the Basilica in Washington,
D.C. Additional details will be forthcoming.

March 3, 2019

 Closing Mass for Anniversary Year

In the afternoon at Holy Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg.
Please join Bishop Gainer as celebrant and homilist for this special Mass to conclude
our year-long anniversary celebration.

For more information: www.hbgdiocese.org/150

A Retreat for College-Aged
Young Adults and Recent Graduates
Saturday, April 14 from 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m.
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish 310 Hertzler Road, Mechanicsburg
The season of Easter is a perfect time to get away to refresh and renew ourselves
while growing in relationship with Our Lord and with other young adults.
For more information, contact your Catholic Campus Ministry
office or the Diocesan Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry
717-657-4804, ext. 327 oyyam@hbgdiocese.org
Online registration is available at www.hbgdiocese.org

Professional Development Seminar
Discussing Issues Surrounding Spiritualty and Hooking Up
Tuesday, February 20 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. or Wednesday, February 21 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Presented by Elizabeth Small, founder of Small Steps and D.I.S.S.H.
The seminar is for college campus ministry priests and lay ministry professionals,
high school spiritual life directors and chaplains, and parish youth ministers.
The hook-up culture is prevalent on high school and college campuses, and students need
the opportunity to discuss the issues surrounding it in a safe and open environment. The
seminar will offer the most current data and practical strategies on how those in ministry
with youth and young adults can accompany them during this challenging time.
For information and to register, visit www.hbgdiocese.org/youngchurch

The beauty of the great outdoors and the spirit of God that it
exudes came into full view for three priests of the Diocese of
Allentown who experienced the grandeur of the Grand Canyon in the fall.
The priests, Father John Gibbons, pastor of Sacred Heart of
Jesus in Allentown; Father Patrick Lamb, pastor of Queenship
of Mary in Northampton; and Msgr. Thomas Orsulak, pastor
of St. Peter the Apostle in Reading, said they came away with
a deeper appreciation for creation and the beauty of the planet
knowing that God made it all.
From seeing 1,000-year-old Anasazi pictographs and looking at the brilliance of the Milky Way in the crystal clear night
sky to celebrating Mass 1,500 feet above the Colorado River,
the priests were happy to share the time together and bring
their experiences to their parishes.
“Hiking into the Grand Canyon is like being swallowed up
in the grandeur of God,” Father Gibbons told The A.D. Times,
diocesan newspaper.
Father Lamb was equally awestruck by the western landscape even though he had previously visited the Grand Canyon.
“The beauty of the Grand Canyon is difficult to put into
words. When I first saw the Grand Canyon back in 1979, it
was the first time I understood what the term ‘breathtaking’
meant. The beauty and size and grandeur of the canyon is
magnificent,” Father Lamb said.
“Two things stood out for me. One is the beauty of the sky
and stars at night. The stars seem to be right in your face. It
is so dark. The Milky Way is brilliant. It makes one feel very
small and humble.
“We went to a place at the canyon called Plateau Point. We
watched the sunset on the canyon. Again, this is hard to describe. The canyon looks different as the sun goes down. The
colors change constantly and are very beautiful.
“We celebrated Mass in a secluded spot. Talk about a Godgiven beautiful cathedral,” he said.
The Mass was a highlight for all three priests.
“As Father Lamb said, no cathedral could be more beautiful,” Msgr. Orsulak said. “We each got a little time to pray on
our own each day, each going off on his own after we set up
camp in the afternoon and before we left camp in the morning.”
The trip was several years in the making.
Father Lamb said he made a similar trip three years earlier
with his nephews and brother-in-law. “It was fantastic. Since
Msgr. Orsulak and Father Gibbons and I had hiked some of
the Appalachian Trail before, I called Msgr. Orsulak on my
way home from the Grand Canyon telling him how wonderful
it was and how we should do it. It took three years to set it up,
but we finally got to go.”
Father Lamb’s nephew, Tim DeCapite, is a dermatologist
who works at the Navajo Indian Reservation in Yuba City,
Arizona. His wife Megan is a pediatrician there. He served as
a guide for the priests.
For Msgr. Orsulak, in addition to the Mass trip highlights
included meeting DeCapite’s family, as well as spending 48
hours with him while hiking 20 miles; seeing the green color
of the Colorado River for the first time and finally reaching
the river.
“Tim pointed out 1,000-year-old Anasazi pictographs only
moments before we gained the rim at the end of the hike,” he
said.
The trio trained before leaving on their trip Nov. 12, hiking
part of the Appalachian Trail in Pennsylvania.
During the priest convocation in Hershey prior to the trek,
the priests hiked a few hours to the top of the ridge upon which
the Appalachian Trail is located.
“There is some prep involved in terms of getting in shape,
a lot of walking with a backpack on with weights in it. Being
in shape helps to make the trip more enjoyable,” Father Lamb
explained. “That way you’re not hurting the whole time from
carrying the backpack. So in Hershey at the convocation, we
decided to hike part of the Appalachian Trail in Harrisburg to
get in shape.”
Father Gibbons planned to share what he saw and learned
in Arizona – the history, the sites, the presence of God during
Mass on Plateau Point – with his parish.
“That point is not just out in that spectacular point in Arizona, but somehow in our dear Lord,” he said. “All of this is
inside every Mass in which we all participate back here in our
parishes in the Allentown Diocese.”

