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March 2, 2018    Prayer Vigil 
7:00 P.M. at Holy Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg.      
This will include a live enactment of the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary by young 
people from throughout the Diocese, similar in many ways to the  Living Way of the 
Cross.  This event will replace the traditional Palm Sunday Youth Mass and        
Gathering for 2018.  All are welcome and  encouraged to attend. 

March 3, 2018    Opening Mass for the Anniversary Year  
10:00 A.M. at Holy Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg.        
Please join Bishop Gainer as celebrant and Homilist to begin the anniversary year 
celebration. A reception, featuring a sampling of ethnic foods from various ethnic 
and cultural groups that comprise the faithful of the Diocese, will be held        
immediately following the Mass.  

August 28-September 8, 2018  Pilgrimage to Ireland  
Join Bishop Gainer on a twelve-day pilgrimage to the Emerald Isle,  
sponsored by Catholic Charities.  In keeping with the 150th anniversary  celebration, 
the pilgrimage will include a visit to the grave of Saint Patrick, the Patron Saint of 
the Diocese of Harrisburg.  Participation is limited.   

November 3, 2018   Pilgrimage to Basilica of the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception 
SAVE THE DATE for this diocesan pilgrimage to the Basilica in Washington, 
D.C.  Additional details will be forthcoming.

March 3, 2019   Closing Mass for Anniversary Year 
In the afternoon at Holy Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg. 
Please join Bishop Gainer as celebrant and homilist for this special Mass to conclude 
our year-long anniversary celebration.   

For more information: www.hbgdiocese.org/150 
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A Prayerful  
Beginning

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Youth of the diocese offer a tableau of the Apostle John and the Blessed Mother at the foot of the cross, during a presentation of the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Most 
Holy Rosary on the vigil of the anniversary of the Diocese of Harrisburg. 

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Reverencing the history, people and cul-
tures of the Diocese of Harrisburg, Catho-
lics from across its 15 counties gathered at 
Holy Name of Jesus Church in Harrisburg 
for the Solemn Mass opening the Sesqui-
centennial Year on March 3 – exactly 150 
years to the day that the diocese was estab-
lished by Pope Pius IX.

The occasion connected the past and the 
present Church of Harrisburg, highlighting 
the anniversary year’s theme, “For a Last-
ing Remembrance,” taken from the Papal 
Bull that established the diocese in 1868.

Anniversary Mass Connects Past and 
Present ‘for a Lasting Remembrance’

Representatives of multicultural ministries in the Diocese of Harrisburg 
bring forth the gifts of bread and wine at the Solemn Mass to open the 
Sesquicentennial Year, celebrated March 3 at Holy Name of Jesus 
Church in Harrisburg.

More REMEMBRANCE, page 9

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

The Sorrowful Mysteries 
of the Rosary and images 
of the Passion were brought 
to life in a tableau-style 
presentation that combined 
prayer, poignant hymns, 
powerful voiceovers and 
rich symbolism as the Dio-
cese of Harrisburg ushered 
in the opening weekend for 
its 150th anniversary.

On a Lenten Friday eve-
ning at Holy Name of Je-
sus Church in Harrisburg, 
a rendition of Christ’s ulti-
mate sacrifice was illustrat-
ed by youth of the diocese 
and accompanied by adult 
voiceovers and by music 
under the direction of Helen 
McMonagle.

The result was less of a 

Re-Enactment of the Sorrowful Mysteries  
Presented as a Gift for Diocese’s 150th

More RE-ENACTMENT, page 10
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Voice Your Support
Send a message your lawmaker in support of House 

Bill 2050 and Senate Bill 1050, and learn more about 
the bills through the Catholic Advocacy Network: 

www.pacatholic.org.

A Life Worth  
Living: 

Protecting the  
Unborn Diagnosed 

with Down Syndrome

A Statement from Bishop 
Ronald W. Gainer

Studies show that as many 
as 90% of babies in the Unit-
ed States who are diagnosed 
with Down syndrome in the 
womb are aborted. We must 
do all that we can to ensure 
that the life and dignity of 
every person is respected and 
protected, at every stage and 
in every condition. 

Now more than ever, babies 
born with Down syndrome 
have the opportunity to live 
long, happy, and productive 
lives. Life expectancy for 
people with Down syndrome 
has increased dramatically in 
recent decades. In 1983, the 
life expectancy was age 25; 
that number has increased 
to age 60 today. People with 
Down syndrome are members 
of the community in which 
they live, and they, along with 
their families, share their gifts 
and make positive contribu-
tions in our society every 
day. Instead of selectively 
aborting unborn babies with 
Down syndrome, we should 
be celebrating the lives of all 
children, including those with 
Down syndrome. 

One way in which the 
Church can do this is to sup-
port two pieces of legislation 
in Pennsylvania that would 
ban the practice of selectively 
aborting unborn babies with 
Down syndrome.  Both Sen-
ate Bill 1050 and House Bill 
2050 provide a means to end 
the abortion of the unborn 
with Down syndrome. I en-
courage all Pennsylvanians to 
join me in support of protect-
ing the sanctity of human life. 

By Stephany Dugan
Special to The Witness

“We’re raising the concern in Pennsyl-
vania because of some tragic trends in 
European countries. In Iceland, they’ve 
become notorious for the claim that Down 
syndrome has been nearly eliminated. 
What they fail to mention is that Iceland 
has a 100 percent abortion rate of pre-born 
children with this diagnosis,” says Penn-
sylvania’s Speaker of the House Represen-
tative Mike Turzai (R-Allegheny).

Rep. Turzai, along with state Senator 
Scott Martin (R-Lancaster) are pushing 
to end the practice of selectively abort-
ing babies based solely on a diagnosis of 
Down syndrome by introducing legislation 
in Pennsylvania’s General Assembly.

On Monday, March 12, the sponsors the 
legislation and other Pennsylvania law-
makers joined advocates and families at a 
special event at the state Capitol in Har-
risburg to urge passage of House Bill 2050 
and Senate Bill 1050. Anne Marie Lap-
kowicz and her daughter, Mary who has 
Down syndrome, were there to meet with 
lawmakers and talk about why Mary’s life 
is worth living.

“There is 
a new day 
for people 
with Down 
syndrome,” 
said Mrs. 
Lapkowicz. 
According 
to recent 
reports, at the turn of the 20th century, a 
baby diagnosed with Down syndrome was 
not expected to live past his or her 10th 
birthday. In 2018, the life expectancy for 
someone with Down syndrome has been 
extended to age 60 and beyond. “We need 
to think of the day when this [abortion of 
babies with Down syndrome] isn’t even an 
issue.”

Karen Gaffney, a world-renowned 
champion for disability rights, who 
became the first person with Down 
syndrome to swim the English Channel, 
highlighted the rally on the steps of the 
Capitol Rotunda.

“It was a wave of humanity that lifted 
us out of institutions, brought us home, 
got us into schools and included us in the 
community of life, and now it will require 
another wave of humanity to stop the 
targeting of Down syndrome around the 
world,” said Gaffney.

Down Syndrome Protection Act  
Strives to Ensure Protection and Inclusion

COURTESY OF THE PENNSYLVANIA CATHOLIC CONFERENCE
Pennsylvania’s Speaker of the House Representative Mike Turzai (R-Allegheny) leads a rally March 12 to end the practice 
of selectively aborting babies based solely on a diagnosis of Down syndrome by introducing legislation in Pennsylvania’s  
General Assembly.

“Many 
of our local 
communities 
are home to 
individuals 
with Down 
syndrome, 
and each 

and every day, they prove that people 
with this condition can live happy, healthy 
and productive lives,” says a statement 
released by Sen. Martin. “My bill is de-
signed to protect their most basic right – to 
exist. It aims to prevent an entire class of 
people from being erased on the sole basis 
of a disability.”

Currently in the state, a woman can 
obtain an abortion prior to 24 weeks 
(gestational age) for any reason, except if 
the only reason is based on the sex of the 
child. The proposed legislation would sim-
ply add Down syndrome to that provision 
of current law.

Want to voice your support? There is 
an easy way to send a message to your 
lawmaker through the Catholic Advocacy 
Network at www.pacatholic.org.

(Stephany Dugan is the Director of 
Outreach for the Pennsylvania Catholic 
Conference.)

COURTESY OF THE PENNSYLVANIA CATHOLIC CONFERENCE
Participants rally to support the lives and dignity of persons with Down syndrome. 

COURTESY OF THE KONDRICH FAMILY
Bishop Ronald W. Gainer with Chloe  
Kondrich, a high school student with Down 
syndrome. They are holding the book  
“Brilliant Souls” by Stephanie Wincik. It  
includes a photo of Chloe on the cover and a 
chapter highlighting her and her family.
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Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

To report suspected abuse of a minor,  
call the toll free PA Child Abuse Hotline:

1-800-932-0313

To report suspected abuse of a minor by a church official,  
employee or volunteer, also please call the  

Diocese of Harrisburg Youth Protection Hotline:
 1-800-626-1608 or email:  

ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org

Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un menor, llame al número  
de teléfono gratuíto Línea de Ayuda Abuso del Niño Pennsylvania

1-800-932-0313

 Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un menor a manos de un  
official, empleado o voluntario de la iglesia, también llame al número 

de teléfono gratuíto de ayuda diocesana: 
 1-800-626-1608 o envíe correo electrónico: 

ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org

March 17 –Mass for the Feast of St. Patrick, St. Patrick Cathedral, 
Harrisburg, 10 a.m.

March 19 – Confirmation, St. Joseph Church, Mechanicsburg, 7 p.m.
March 22 – Confirmation, Our Mother of Perpetual Help Church, 

Ephrata, 7 p.m.
March 25 – Mass for Palm Sunday, St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 

9:30 a.m.
March 26 – Priests’ Day of Reflection, St. Lawrence Chapel, Harrisburg, 

1 p.m.; Diocesan Chrism Mass, St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 5:30 p.m.
March 29 – Mass of the Lord’s Supper, St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 

5:30 p.m.
March 30 – Celebration of the Lord’s Passion, St. Patrick Cathedral, 

Harrisburg, noon. 
March 31 – Easter Vigil, St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 8 p.m.
April 1 – Easter Sunday Mass, St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 

9:30 a.m.

A veteran Catholic radio broadcaster will keynote 
the upcoming benefit dinner for Holy Family Radio 
on April 20: Father Thomas Loya, host of the long-
running EWTN radio program, “Light of the East.”

His keynote topic for the dinner was inspired by a 
call from Pope Saint John Paul II, “A Church That 
Must Breathe with Both Lungs, East & West.” 

Bishop Ronald W. Gainer will offer prayers and 
remarks at the event, which will be held at the Shera-
ton Harrisburg-Hershey Hotel. The evening begins 
6 p.m. with a silent auction, music and a cash bar. 
Dinner begins at 7 p.m.  

Father Loya has a diverse and interesting back-
ground. He is currently the pastor of Annunciation 
of the Mother of God Byzantine Catholic Church in 
Homer Glen, Ill. He is the host of “Light of the East 
Radio” heard on EWTN Radio affiliates, Ave Maria 
Radio, The Guadalupe Radio Network and at www.
byzantinecatholic.com. He is also host of the show 

“Beyond the Veil” at RadioMaria.us. He is a mem-
ber of the Tabor Life Institute for the education and 
formation in The Theology of the Body. Father Loya 
is also a regular contributor to several newspapers, 
including Homer Glen’s The Horizon and to the pub-
lication Theosis.

Before entering the seminary Father Loya earned 
a degree from the Cleveland Institute of Art and 
pursued a career in commercial art and design. He 
later completed his studies for the priesthood in 
both Pennsylvania and Rome, where he attended the 
North American College, earning an STB from the 
Angelicum University. During his time in Rome, Fa-
ther Loya was first exposed to Pope John Paul II’s 
monumental teaching on the human person when he 
attended his weekly audiences about The Theology 
of the Body. 

Father Loya was ordained in 1982 and later added 
to his Bachelor of Fine Arts by earning a Masters 

in Counseling and Human Services in 1993. He has 
served the Church in youth and young adult minis-
try as well as an artist and design consultant. He has 
directed many retreats and has been a guest speaker 
at several conventions, including World Youth Day 
2002. Using his background in art, counseling, and 
Eastern Catholic spirituality, Father Loya brings the 
principles of The Theology of the Body deep into the 
lived experience of every aspect of human sexuality.

Reserve your seat now. Ticket prices are $100 
each; a table of 8 with patron listing is $1,200. Send 
your check for the number of tickets, include your 
name, address and telephone number, and mail to 
Holy Family Radio, PO Box 6028, Lancaster, PA  
17607. For questions, call 717-525-8110. Please 
consider attending this event, to help the mission of 
Holy Family Radio which operates the only Catholic 
radio station in the Diocese of Harrisburg, AM 720 
WHYF. 

Catholic Broadcaster, Father Loya,  
to Keynote Dinner for Holy Family Radio

Clergy Appointments
The Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer,  

Bishop of Harrisburg, has made the following appointments:  

Effective January 11, 2018:
• At the presentation of the Reverend Augustine Idra, AJ, Regional Superior 

of the Apostles of Jesus, the Reverend Bernard Wamayose, AJ, from campus 
minister, Bucknell University, Lewisburg, to pastor, Our Lady of the Blessed 
Sacrament Parish, Harrisburg.  

• The Reverend Michael W. Rothan from personal leave of absence to cam-
pus minister, Bucknell University, Lewisburg.  

Effective February 1, 2018:
• The Reverend Paul C. B. Schenck to part-time parochial vicar, St. Eliza-

beth Ann Seton Parish, Mechanicsburg. Father Schenck continues as Director 
of the Deacon Formation Program for the Diocese of Harrisburg.  

Job Opening: Cemetery  
Maintenance and Service

Holy Saviour Cemetery, York
Part-time cemetery maintenance position available in the Diocese of Har-

risburg. Applicants must have skills in grounds maintenance. The ability to 
operate a backhoe is highly desirable. Other equipment that will be used: trac-
tor, pickup, mowers and a variety of small equipment related to cemetery 
maintenance and operation. Must be a good team player who is able to take 
direction and demonstrate tact, courtesy and diplomacy. Applicant must have 
valid, clean PA driver’s license. Work is performed both indoors and outdoors. 
This is a manual position requiring physical fitness with the ability to lift 
(up to 50 lbs. regularly and 100 lbs. occasionally), bend, stoop, climb and be 
mobile (on your feet) for most of the day. Applicants must be able to work in 
all weather conditions to tight deadlines. Submit résumé and cover letter to 
JBrlansky@hbgdiocse.org.

Easter Mass to be Televised 
The Easter Sunday Mass on April 1 will be broadcast on ABC27 (WHTM 

TV) from 11 a.m.-noon from St. Catharine Church in Spring Lake, New Jer-
sey – an architectural jewel along the Jersey Shore in the Diocese of Trenton.

The Most Rev. David M. O’Connell, C.M., 10th Bishop of Trenton, and 
president emeritus of The Catholic University of America in Washington, 
D.C., will be the principal celebrant and homilist for the Mass of the Resur-
rection of the Lord. Bishop O’Connell will offer a brief introduction at the 
start of the Mass about the significance of Easter for Catholics.

The production and broadcast of the Mass are underwritten by The Catholic 
Communication Campaign. 

Sign Up to Receive The Witness Electronically
You can read The Catholic Witness online, wherever you go! Through a free 

e-mail service, you can receive an e-mail with a direct link to each edition as 
it is published. Sign up for the e-mail service by logging on to the diocesan 
Web site at www.hbgdiocese.org. Follow the News/Events tab to The Catholic 
Witness page and click on “Sign Up for Our E-mail.” 

Registration with the e-mail service will not automatically cancel your 
mailed subscription. If you prefer to receive the online version instead 
of a copy in the mail, e-mail your name and mailing address to witness@ 
hbgdiocese.org.

And remember, previous editions of the newspaper – dating back to early 
2011 – are also available online. You can find them at www.hbgdiocese.org. 
Just follow the News/Events tab to The Catholic Witness page.
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Providing Help, 
Creating Hope

Christopher Meehan

Shroud of Turn Presentation,  
Outings and Luncheon Highlight 

Catholic Charities’ Upcoming Events
By Christopher Meehan
Special to The Witness

I don’t know about you, but I am ready for spring! And this spring promises to 
be very busy for Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg, as our schedule 
is full of many upcoming events. Mark your calendars now 
and join us for these activities:

“Taste of the World”  
Luncheon – April 28

Our Immigration and Refugee 
Services Program will be host-
ing their annual “Taste of the 
World” Luncheon on Saturday, 
April 28 at Good Shepherd Parish in Camp Hill. The lun-
cheon features dishes from around the world, prepared by 
amazing local restaurants and some talented clients from our 
program. Tickets are $30 per person.

Interfaith Shelter Golf Classic – May 14 
Now that winter appears to finally be over, we are looking forward to the 16th 

Annual Interfaith Shelter Golf Classic on Monday, May 14. This event is the larg-
est fundraiser of the year for the Interfaith Shelter for Homeless Families, which 
provides services to homeless families. Our tournament will take place at Colonial 
Country Club in Harrisburg (a new venue for this event), and it will be a four-
person scramble format. Golfers of all abilities are welcome. Cost is $100 per 
person, and there are various sponsorship opportunities available. Not a golfer? 
Please consider a donation to the event to help support the shelter.

Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community – May 19
On Saturday, May 19, Catholic Charities will be one of more than 50 nonprofit 

organizations participating in the Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community. Be-
cause Highmark underwrites all of the costs associated with the walk, 100% of 
the dollars raised by walkers will benefit the participating organizations. There is 
no cost to participate in the walk, but those who raise or donate $30 or more will 
receive an event t-shirt. All of the money raised by the walkers for Catholic Chari-
ties will benefit Lourdeshouse Maternity Home. Can’t join us for the walk? Please 
consider making a donation to help support Lourdeshouse, which provides spe-
cialized, comprehensive maternity care and residential services to women in need.

“The Scientific Aspects of the Shroud of Turin and the First Holy Week”
Featuring Dr. John Jackson – May 23

On Wednesday, May 23, Catholic Charities is pleased to welcome Dr. John Jack-
son, a world-renowned expert on the Shroud of Turin. In 1978, when interest in the 
Shroud was at its height, Dr. Jackson led a 40-person team of international scien-
tists to Turin, where, under the auspices of the Shroud of Turin Research Project 
(STURP), they examined the Shroud for nearly a week. No one since that time 
has secured such full scientific research access to the cloth. Significant amounts of 
different scientific data were extracted. Dr. Jackson became the primary custodian 
of this data and, along with his scientific colleagues in Colorado, he has continued 
the thrust of Shroud research.

The event will be held at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg. In addition 
to Dr. Jackson’s informative and enlightening presentation, the evening includes 
a reception with light refreshments during intermission. Tickets are $30 each, and 
proceeds from the event will benefit Catholic Charities.

All of our events are open to everyone. Please consider how you can support our 
efforts in helping our brothers and sisters in need. For more information on these 
events and our programs, visit our website, www.cchbg.org.

Thank you for your continued interest in, and support of, Catholic Charities. 
Happy spring!

(Christopher Meehan is the Director of Development for Catholic Charities of 
the Diocese of Harrisburg.)

Jubilee: The Holy Ground
St. John Neumann

By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

I grew up in a somewhat rural part of New Jersey. In my yard, we had 
several old trees that had gnarly branches and roots that came to the surface. 
Under our Japanese Cherry Tree, I found a spot between 
the exposed roots that fit the contours of my body perfectly. 
This became “my spot.” Under the 
boughs of this cherry tree, I finally 
learned how to read, sew a hem that 
had “invisible” stitches, completed 
countless craft projects and got lost in 
books that took me to places far away. 
Under the boughs of this tree, I often 
built a snowman in the winter and 
shook the pink blossoms loose from 
the branches to make it “snow” at the end of the spring.

As I grew, I realized that under the branches of a tree, my spirit found 
solace and peace. It was as if my being sighed, “Ahh!” when I found myself 
under a canopy of a tree. Recently, I found a poem by Ilan Shamir about 
trees that makes me pause and revisit my memories. It reads, in part: “Ad-
vice from a Tree: Stand tall and proud. Sink your roots deeply into the Earth. 
Reflect the light of a greater source. Embrace with joy the changing seasons 
for each yields its own abundance. Seek nourishment from the good things in 
life. Be content with your natural beauty.  Remember your roots....”

I could not help think about this poem and “remembering our roots” as I 
continued musing about the Sesquicentennial Anniversary of the Diocese of 
Harrisburg and the holy men and women that are a part of our history. 

One such individual was St. John Neumann. He was 
a priest from Bohemia who came to the United States 
in 1836, where he was ordained and later joined the 
Congregation of the Redemptorists and became the 
Fourth Bishop of Philadelphia. At that time, our be-
loved diocese was part of the Diocese of Philadelphia.  

Since Bishop Neumann was our canonical shep-
herd, he was responsible for the spiritual welfare of 
the faithful all throughout Pennsylvania. Even though 
he was short of stature and folks would laugh at the 
way he would ride a horse – his feet did not touch 
the stirrups – he stood proud because he spoke eight 
languages fluently! He could converse with numerous 
immigrants who settled here in their mother tongue, thus providing them not 
only spiritual support but also caring for their emotional wellbeing. He made 
countless visits to parishes within our diocese, confirming close to 2,500 as 
well as consecrating 20 of our parish churches and personally blessing sev-
eral of our diocesan and parish cemeteries!  

Please go back and read that last sentence! These are not just statistics 
to St. John Neumann’s apostolic activity! They are facts that root us to the 
very fiber of the Church. Because of his ordination to the episcopacy, every 
liturgical action he made could be traced back to the Apostles! Talk about 
remembering your roots! 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church states this reality this way: “the 
administration of this sacrament [Confirmation] by them [bishops] demon-
strates clearly that its effect is to unite those who receive it more closely to 
the Church, to her apostolic origins, and to her mission of bearing witness to 
Christ.” (CCC 1313)

St. John Neumann’s missionary activity also reflected the Light from a 
Greater Source – Christ Himself. Neumann’s spirituality was rooted in the 
Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer; the Redemptorists, “whose mis-
sion is to seek to put into action the command of Christ to ‘Love one an-
other as I have loved you.’”1  That love flowed from devotion and profound 
reverence of the Eucharist.  In fact, St. John Neumann was responsible for 
spreading the devotion of 40 Hours throughout his diocese. He even penned 
a special liturgical booklet for its practice! Are you not surprised that our 
diocese has as a strong adherence to this devotion?  Hmmm, should I dare 
declare, “It’s in our roots?”

Finally, jubilees are also all about embracing joy! Joy that comes from 
knowing God personally. Joy that comes from the celebration of His fidelity, 
from partaking in the nourishment that the sacraments provide to our souls. 
Joy that comes from the changing seasons not only of the liturgical year, 
but also from the seasons of life. This is such a glorious beauty that can be 
experienced on so many levels!  

It seems like I am not the only one who gets solace under the branches of 
a tree!

See biography:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Neumann
1https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congregation_of_the_Most_Holy_Redeemer
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network 

Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for 
Wives in the Diaconate Program. An educator for 30 years, she is responsi-
ble for Professional Development Programs for every age learner. Through 
her presentations, she challenges her audiences to be the individual God has 
called them to be.)

Thoughts
from a Catholic  

Evangelist
Sister Geralyn 
Schmidt, SCC
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Taking the stage at Bishop McDevitt 
High School in Harrisburg, Father Chris 
Alar, MIC, told more than 1,000 men 
seated before him that “The Divine 
Mercy is mankind’s last hope for salva-
tion.”

Director of the Association of Marian 
Helpers in Stockbridge, Mass., Father 
Alar brought the message of God’s per-
fect love to the seventh annual Diocesan 
Men’s Conference on March 10.

The heart of Jesus’ message of Divine 
Mercy is “I am Love and Mercy itself.” 
Christ entrusted this message to a Pol-
ish nun, Sister Maria Faustina of the 
Blessed Sacrament, now known as St. 
Faustina, in the 1930s. In a series of pri-
vate revelations to her, Jesus told Sister 
Faustina that he wanted her to be his 
“apostle and secretary” of mercy, and his 
message would eventually be brought 
to the world through Sister Faustina’s 
diary, “Divine Mercy in My Soul.”  

In 1993, St. John Paul II canonized St. 
Faustina and instituted the Second Sun-
day of Easter as Divine Mercy Sunday.

Plenary indulgences are available for 
all those who observe Divine Mercy 
Sunday following the usual prescrip-
tions: sacramental Confession, recep-
tion of Holy Communion, and freedom 
from all attachment to sin. A number 
of parishes hold special celebrations on 
Divine Mercy Sunday, which is April 8 
this year. 

In his keynote speech at the Diocesan 
Men’s Confer-
ence, Father 
Alar urged 
attendees to 
consider what 
God offers 
through the 
Sacrament of 
Penance and 
Reconcilia-
tion. 

“Any sin 
you have ever 
committed, no 
matter what it 
is, is forgiv-
able – lying, 
stealing, cheat-
ing, abortion, 
murder. It is 
all forgivable,” he said of the first part 
of the requirement for the indulgence on 
Divine Mercy Sunday.

Jesus promises that the soul that re-
ceives the sacraments of Reconciliation 

‘Divine Mercy is Mankind’s Last Hope  
for Salvation,’ Speaker Tells 1,000 at Men’s Conference

April 16, from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

All women of the diocese are cordially invited to attend.

Bishop Ronald W. Gainer, principal celebrant and homilist,
Concelebrated Mass with priests and deacons of the diocese

Keynote speaker: Rose Folsom – 
“Cultivating the Garden of Your Soul”

Rose is the founder of Virtue Connection, a lay member of 
the Dominican Order, conductor of workshops for religious 
education classes, women’s conferences and the First National 
Symposium on Family Peace. She has written more than 100 
articles on her virtueconnection.com blog and launched a Vir-
tue Connection Facebook page.

Cost: $25 - Includes registration fee, 
continental breakfast and lunch.

Registration and continental breakfast from 8–9 a.m.
Registration deadline is April 2 

Afternoon workshops (opportunity to attend two sessions)
Alycia Laureti – 

“Women Disciples: Sharing our Gifts with Others”
Terri Rosenstein – 

“Living as Catholic Women in a Secular Society”
Rose Folsom – 

“Love Notes from God to Recovering Women”
Kathy Kokoski – 

Service Project for the Homeless (supplies provided)

There will be a meditation room, exhibits,  
religious and Fair Trade items for sale.

A Silent Auction will benefit the  
HDCCW Scholarship Fund.

The day will close with a prayer service.

Contact Linda at 717-939-3629 or linda.hartzell@comcast.net
Cancellations must be received by April 9

Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic Women’s
93rd Annual Convention: “Caring for God’s Creation”

    8th Annual Women’s 
Weekend Retreat

Hosted by the Harrisburg Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women
It will be held at beautiful

Mount St. Mary’s University 
Emmitsburg, Maryland

June 8 – 10, 2018
Retreat Master:

Very Reverend Neil Sullivan
Pastor at St. Catherine Laboure

Harrisburg, PA
More details will be published soon.

“SAVE THE DATE”

A conference attendee closes his eyes in prayer during the Divine Mercy Chaplet.

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
More than 1,000 men pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet as images of Christ’s Passion are displayed on the screen in the  
auditorium at Bishop McDevitt High School.

Father Chris Alar, MIC, Director of the Association 
of Marian Helpers in Stockbridge, Mass., delivers 
a  keynote address on Divine Mercy at the seventh 
annual Diocesan Men’s Conference held March 10.

and Holy Communion “will receive the 
extraordinary gift of complete forgive-
ness of all the sin and all punishment. 

All of it gone, 
wiped, away,” 
Father Alar 
said. 

“Divine 
Mercy Sun-
day gets us 
back to the 
sacraments of 
Confession 
and Com-
munion,” he 
said.

Following 
the keynote 
address, the 
more than 
1,000 men in 
attendance 

knelt in silence before the Blessed Sac-
rament and then prayed aloud the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet, as images of the Pas-
sion of Jesus were displayed on a screen 
before them in the darkened auditorium. 
Father James Lease, pastor of St. Joseph 

Parish in Danville and Director of the 
Office of Ecumenical and Inter-Reli-
gious Affairs, led the solemn service.

Men were afforded the opportunity 
to go to Confession that day, with some 
30 priests present for the sacrament. 
Afternoon workshop sessions offered 
lessons on topics spanning the message 

of Our Lady of Fatima, the Tridentine 
Mass and Eucharistic Adoration to de-
fense against the dark arts, the Book of 
Revelation and how men can help their 
children and grandchildren come back 
to the Church. 

The day concluded with Holy Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Ronald Gainer. 
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As a service for those who are unable to visit the graves of loved ones 
buried in Diocesan Cemeteries, a program is offered each spring for 
flowers to be placed at gravesites for Easter, Mother’s Day, Memorial 
Day, Father’s Day and for early autumn.

This year, the Diocesan Office of Catholic Cemeteries is offering an 
expanded selection of silk arrangements to be placed in advance of the 
holiday. Selection and purchase of the silk arrangements can be made 
at one of the Diocesan Cemetery offices or online at www.hbgdiocese.
org/cemeteries.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Father David T. McAndrew, a priest of the Diocese 
of Harrisburg for nearly 55 years, died on March 7 at 
UPMC Pinnacle Hospital in Harrisburg. He was 79.

The funeral Mass was celebrated March 13 at As-
sumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in Leba-
non, where he served as pastor for 11 years. Burial 
was in Holy Cross Cemetery in Lebanon.

“He was a holy, prayerful fellow with great faith. 
He knew God was present to him, and he was at ease 
with God,” said Father Edward Lavelle, a classmate 
and friend.

Father McAndrew was born in Mount Carmel on 
Nov. 8, 1938, to Mark and Myrtle McAndrew. He 
attended Our Lady of Mount Carmel School from 
1944-1952, and entered St. Charles College in Ca-
tonsville, Md., where he completed high school stud-
ies. Studying for the priesthood, he continued at St. 
Charles College and then went on to St. Charles Sem-
inary, Overbrook, and the North American College in 
Rome. 

“He was an excellent student, and he had a very fine 
mind,” Father Lavelle said of his classmate. “When 
the rest of us had the pressure of exams, he didn’t 
have that pressure on himself; he knew he could do 
it.”

Father Lavelle said he often tried to jestfully rile 
his seminarian friend from his usual serious nature. 
In one instance, that came on the softball field at St. 
Charles in Overbrook. 

“I was playing short stop and Dave was on first base. 
He started rounding the bases in all his vigor, and as 
he passed me, I gave him the hip,” Father Lavelle re-
called with laughter. “He fell, and all the dust and dirt 
billowed up, and he was angry. It was by far the an-
griest I ever saw him. Of course, that filled me with 
delight because he was never stirred up.”

A helpful and reliable friend is what Father Sylvan 

Father David McAndrew  
Remembered as Prayerful, Easygoing Priest

 Father David T. McAndrew

Diocesan Catholic Cemeteries 
Spring/Fall Flower Program

Capitani found in Father 
McAndrew when the 
two first met in the sem-
inary. They both studied 
in Catonsville and in 
Overbook.

“Our rooms were next 
to each other at Over-
brook, and one day, I 
was sick. Dave had a 
hot water coil heater, 
and he taught me how to 
use it for some hot tea to 
get me through the day,” 
Father Capitani said. 

“He was a very happy 
person, a caring person, and easy to get along with. 
That translated into the priest he became,” he said.  

Father McAndrew was loved by his fellow seminar-
ians, and they looked out for their classmate, who was 
somewhat shorter in stature. 

“In seminary, we had to be in prayer at 5:30 in the 
morning to pray the Angelus. That meant that our 
mornings were on a very tight schedule,” Father Cap-
itani said. “On those tighter mornings, I remember a 
classmate picking Dave up and running with him to 
the bathroom so that he could get a spot at the sink 
and be on time for prayer.”

Father Lavelle spoke of the year that he and Father 
McAndrew studied in Rome. During the summers, in-
stead of coming home, they traveled through Europe.

One summer, they were leaving Germany for Bel-
gium, and were strict about keeping a time schedule 
for fear of being late for their departure. Their two 
counterparts, however, opted for a leisurely breakfast. 

“Dave and I were so nervous about missing that 
train, that we went straight to the station and loaded 
our bags on board. As Dave hopped off to buy a news-
paper, I was laughing thinking that our two friends 
weren’t going to make the train,” Father Lavelle re-

called. “All of a sudden, Dave comes running down 
the gangway yelling, ‘Lavelle! Lavelle! This isn’t our 
train! Get off!’

“Who knows where we would have ended up,” he 
said.

They did end up on the right track: ordination to the 
priesthood on Dec. 18, 1963, by Archbishop Filippo 
Pocci in Rome, as priests for the Diocese of Harris-
burg.

Father McAndrew’s first assignment was as as-
sistant pastor of St. Columba Parish in Bloomsburg 
before service as Secretary and Assistant Chancel-
lor and then undertaking graduate studies in Rome. 
He served as Secretary of the Tribunal (1967-1971), 
assistant pastor of St. Francis Parish in Gettysburg 
(1976-1977), and pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus Par-
ish in Harrisburg (1980-1983), St. Joseph Parish in 
Danville (1983-1994) and Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Parish in Lebanon (1994-2005). 

Father McAndrew also served as Dean of the Leba-
non Deanery, Spiritual Director of the Lebanon Curia 
of the Legion of Mary, Administrator of Villa Vianney 
in Lebanon, Chaplain of the Serra Club of Harrisburg, 
and as member of numerous diocesan boards. He re-
tired from active ministry in November 2013.

“He absolutely loved being a priest,” Father Capi-
tani said. “In the past few years, because of his health, 
he was unable to celebrate Mass, but he remained a 
great and holy priest.”

Father Lavelle was at Father McAndrew’s bedside 
when he died.

“At the moment of his death, the clock on the ma-
chine lit up, indicating it was 12:18 – the date of his 
ordination,” he said. 

Father McAndrew is survived by two brothers, Pat-
rick McAndrew, of Lester, Pa., and Michael McAn-
drew, of Norristown, Pa.; a sister, Sharon Zurlo, of 
Leola; and numerous nieces and nephews. 

Rachel’s Vineyard  
Retreat For Those Suffering  

from an Abortion

April 13-15 in Columbia, PA
The retreat is confidential.

If you are someone you know is suffering from an abortion 
experience, 

call 717-788-4959 or visit www.rachelsvineyard.org.
Come, and let the healing begin.

Flowers will be placed on the dates below:

March 26 for Easter (April 1)

May 7 for Mother’s Day (May 13)

May 21 for Memorial Day (May 28)

June 11 for Father’s Day (June 17)

August 27 for fall flowers (September 3)
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Encounter Lent with Rice Bowl

Fasting from meat on Fridays during Lent 
helps us “acquire a mastery over our instincts 
and freedom of heart.”(CCC 2043). Fasting is 
meant to free us. It helps us feel our physical 
hunger, and in turn, our spiritual hunger for 
the infinite love found only in God.

Gather your community, your 
friends or your family for a simple, 
meatless meal, an opportunity to 
eat while living in solidarity 
with our brothers and sisters 
around the world. 

When you’ve cleaned 
your plate, remember to 
put the money you saved 
by not buying meat – an 
average of $3 per person 
per meal – into your CRS 
Rice Bowl to feed our broth-
ers and sisters in need around 
the world. Monies collected in 
your Rice Bowl can be turned in 
to your parish after Lent. Learn more 
about Rice Bowl at www.crsricebowl.
org.

Makes 6 servings
Seasoning:
4 scallions, chopped
6 sprigs parsley
4 sprigs fresh thyme, stems removed
3 garlic cloves, minced
1 jalapeno pepper, seeded and chopped
1 t salt

HAITIAN VEGETABLE STEW
Vegetable Stew:
1 T fair trade olive oil
1 small onion, chopped
2 carrots, sliced
1 chayote squash, peeled and chopped
1 small eggplant, peeled and chopped
3 c cabbage, chopped
1 15-oz can of coconut milk
4 c water or vegetable broth 
(or more, as needed)
1 large tomato, chopped

Salt to taste
*** *** ***

For the seasoning, mix first 6 in-
gredients in a food processor and 
set aside. Sauté onions, carrots, 
squash, eggplant and cabbage in 
oil in large pan for 3 to 4 min-
utes. Add coconut milk and 3 cups 
broth. Bring to a boil, reduce heat 

and simmer 10 minutes, or until 
soft. Add tomatoes and continue to 

simmer. Add more broth if the mix-
ture appears too dry. Add seasoning to 

simmering vegetables and cook one min-
ute. Mash vegetables with a large fork. Season 
with salt, to taste. 

Deacon Andrew V. Fine of Mechanicsburg, age 72, died Dec. 24 with 
his family by his side. Born in Pittsburgh, he was the son of Walter 
and Helen (Guthman) Fine. He grew up in Latrobe, and graduated 
from Wilkinsburg High School.

While earning his degree in Business Management at the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh, he met his wife, Stella Ann Reday Fine. Upon 
moving to Mechanicsburg, he started the Central Pennsylvania Trade 
Exchange and Delta Realty. He started Abbey Inspirations, religious 
goods stores, because he wanted to help everyone experience the 
goodness of the Lord.

He was ordained a permanent deacon for the Diocese of Harrisburg 
on June 4, 1983, and was assigned to St. Joseph Parish in Mechanic-
sburg.

He baptized hundreds of children, officiated at dozens of wed-
dings, and loved preaching, especially by giving children their own 
Liturgy of the Word. He was instrumental in helping to initiate the 
RCIA program at St. Joseph’s. He and his wife gave retreats to teach-
ers, peer counselors, RCIA, and to deacons in training outside the 
diocese. As a trained spiritual director, Deacon Fine had a special 
desire from the Lord to walk with others on their spiritual journey. 
He gladly served the Harrisburg Diocese on the Mission Board, Fi-
nancial Board, Real Estate Committee, and Pastoral Planning Board.

Deacon Fine treasured family time, especially with his grandchil-
dren. In 13 years of limitations due to illness, his family and friends 
went to great lengths to help him live a full life. Last Christmas, they 
surprised him by compiling a book of his homilies so he could achieve 
his dream of becoming an author.

He had an amazing capacity to love and forgive. His illness did not 
stop him from running the good race. As an eternal optimist, he never 
complained about limitations, but always stayed strong in faith and 
was certain the Lord could still do good things with his life.

Deacon Fine was preceded in death by his parents and brothers, 
Julian, David, and Ira. 

His is survived by wife Stella Ann (Reday) Fine; daughter San-
dra Fine Williams and her husband Michael of Mechanicsburg; son, 
Matthew Fine of Carlisle; grandchildren Nicholas Williams, Amanda 
Williams, and Darien Fine. He also leaves many sisters-in-law and 
brothers-in-law, nieces, nephews, great-nieces and great-nephews.

The Mass of Christian Burial was held Dec. 29 at St. Joseph Church 
in Mechanicsburg. Burial was in Gate of Heaven Cemetery. 

Deacon Robert Mack, 95, of Shamokin, passed away Feb. 6, at Geisinger-Sham-
okin Area Community Hospital, Coal Township.

Deacon Mack was born in Shamokin, Sept. 28, 1922, a son of the late Leo and 
Anna (Kortek) Mack. He graduated from St. Edward High School in June 1941. 

After high school graduation, he lived and worked in Philadelphia until Decem-
ber 1943, when he entered the U.S. Navy. He served as an electrician mate aboard 
the U.S.S. Hissem, a destroyer escort, and saw action in both the Atlantic and Pa-
cific theaters of operation.

He was honorably discharged from the Navy in April 1946, and subsequently 
enrolled at St. Joseph’s University, Philadelphia, and graduated in June 1950 with 
a degree in business administration. He then was employed as a field representa-
tive for Equifax Inc. of Atlanta, Georgia, until he took early retirement in February 
1984.

In October 1979, he applied to the Bishop of Harrisburg to begin the diaconate 
formation program. On June 4, 1983, he was ordained a deacon of the Diocese of 
Harrisburg. His first assignment was as a pastoral assistant at the former St. Edward 
Parish.

On July 7, 1995, he was transferred to Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Parish in 
Elysburg, where he served until June 2006. He was then transferred to Our Lady of 
Hope Parish in Coal Township.

In July 2000, Deacon Mack was also given the ministry of Catholic chaplain at 
the Shamokin Area Community Hospital.

Prior to his ordination, Deacon Mack was active in community affairs. He was a 
member of the Chamber of Commerce, a founding member of the United Way and 
host of a telephone call-in talk show on the former WISL radio station. In his par-
ish, he taught CCD, was a lector and Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, 
a parish council member and president of the Holy Name Society. He was an active 
member of the Diocesan Cursillo Movement for 10 years. He was a life member of 
the West End Fire Co., founding member of the Ancient Order of Hibernians and 
also a member of the Shamokin Area Ministerium.

For many years, he and his wife, Jean, were in charge of the Diocesan Pre-Cana 
Marriage Preparation Program. 

On Jan. 28, 1950, he was married to the former Jean Marie Johnson. They have 
three children and four grandchildren; a daughter, Kathleen Scharff and her hus-
band, Patrick, of Kennett Square; a son, Patrick Mack and his wife, Jane, of Coal 
Township; and a daughter, Mary Jean Rosini, of Bloomsburg; four grandchildren, 
William Reed, of Wilmington, Delaware, Patrick Mack, of Ralpho Township, Ryan 
Mack, of Elysburg, and Timothy Rosini, of Phoenix, Arizona.

In addition to his parents, Deacon Mack was preceded in death by four brothers, 
Joseph, Francis, Edward and James.

Deacon Robert  
Mack Laid to Rest

Deacon Andrew  
Fine Laid to Rest
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By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service

Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio was elect-
ed pope just a few days after telling the Col-
lege of Cardinals that the Catholic Church 
faced a clear choice between being a church 
that “goes out” or a church focused on its 
internal affairs.

After the cardinal from Buenos Aires, Ar-
gentina, was elected March 13, 2013, and 
chose the name Francis, he made “go out,” 
“periphery” and “throwaway culture” stan-
dard phrases in the papal vocabulary.

Catholics have a wide variety of opinions 
about how Pope Francis is exercising the 
papal ministry, and many of his comments 
– both in informal news conferences and in 
formal documents – have stirred controver-
sy. But, as he wrote in “Evangelii Gaudium,” 
the apostolic exhortation laying out the vi-
sion for his pontificate: “I prefer a Church 
which is bruised, hurting and dirty because 
it has been out on the streets, rather than a 
Church which is unhealthy from being con-
fined and from clinging to its own security.”

But there are two areas of internal church 
affairs that he recognized needed immediate 
attention: the reform of the Roman Curia and 
the full protection of children and vulnerable 
adults from clerical sexual abuse.

The organizational reform of the Curia has 
been taking place in stages, but Pope Fran-
cis has insisted that the real reform is a 
matter of changing hearts and embracing 
service.

For Pope Francis, that new course in-
volves evangelization first of all.

“Evangelizing presupposes a desire 
in the Church to come out of herself,” 
he had told the cardinals just days be-
fore the conclave that elected him. “The 
Church is called to come out of herself 
and to go to the peripheries, not only 
geographically, but also the existential 
peripheries: the mystery of sin, of pain, 
of injustice, of ignorance and indiffer-
ence to religion, of intellectual currents 
and of all misery.”

Mercy is the first thing the Catholic 
Church is called to bring to those periph-
eries, he says.

Although in 2013 he told reporters he 
would not be traveling as much as his 
predecessors, Pope Francis has con-
tinued their practice of literally “going 
out,” making 22 trips outside of Italy 
and visiting 32 nations.

But he also regularly visits the periph-
eries of Rome, both its poor suburbs and 
its hospitals, rehabilitation centers, pris-
ons and facilities for migrants and refugees.

His desire to reach out has inspired in-
novations that were noteworthy at the be-
ginning of the papacy, but now seem to be 
a natural part of a pope’s day. For example, 
after beginning with Vatican gardeners and 
garbage collectors, the pope continues to in-
vite a small group of Catholics to join him 
most weekday mornings for Mass in the cha-
pel of his residence.

The residence, the Domus Sanctae Mar-
thae, is a guesthouse built by St. John Paul II 
with the intention of providing decent hous-
ing for cardinals when they would enter a 
conclave to elect a new pope. Pope Francis 
decided after the 2013 conclave to stay there 
and not move into the more isolated papal 
apartments in the Apostolic Palace. 

On Holy Thursday each year, he has cel-
ebrated Mass at a prison, care facility or ref-
ugee center and washed the feet of patients, 
inmates or immigrants, both men and wom-
en, Catholics and members of other faiths. 
He also ordered the Vatican Congregation 
for Divine Worship and the Sacraments to 
clarify that the feet of both women and men 
can be washed at the Holy Thursday Mass of 
the Lord’s Supper.

During the 2015-16 Year of Mercy, he 
made a visit one Friday a month to people in 
particular need, including those at a school 
for the blind, a neonatal intensive care unit, 
a community of recovering alcoholics, a 

Five Years a Pope:

Francis’ Focus has been on Outreach
Pope Francis waves to the crowds on the Benjamin Franklin Parkway in Philadelphia 
as he arrives before celebrating Mass to close the World Meeting of Families in this 
Sept. 27, 2015, file photo.

CNS/L’OSSERVATORE ROMANO VIA REUTERS
Pope Francis washes the foot of an inmate during the Holy Thursday Mass at 
Casal del Marmo prison for minors in Rome in this March 28, 2013, file photo. 

Below: Argentina’s flag is seen as Pope Francis arrives to lead his general audience in 
St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican in this April 3, 2013, file photo. Pope Francis, a native 
of Argentina, is the first pope from the Americas. 
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children’s group home and a community for 
women rescued from traffickers who forced 
them into prostitution. Once the Year of 
Mercy ended, the pope continued the visits, 
although not always every month.

In September 2015 as waves of migrants 
and refugees were struggling and dying to 
reach Europe, Pope Francis asked every par-

ish and religious community in Europe to 
consider offering hospitality to one family. 
The Vatican offered apartments and support 
to a family from Syria and a family from Er-
itrea. Then, seven months later, Pope Francis 
visited a refugee center on the island of Les-
bos, Greece, and brought 12 refugees back to 
Rome on the plane with him.

Less than three months into his pontifi-
cate, he began denouncing the “throwaway 
culture” as one where money and power 
were the ultimate values and anything or 
anyone that did not advance money or power 
were disposable: “Human life, the person are 
no longer seen as primary values to be re-
spected and protected, especially if they are 
poor or disabled, if they are not yet useful 
–like an unborn child – or are no longer use-
ful – like an old person,” the pope said at a 
general audience.

In the first three years of his papacy, he 
published three major documents: “Evan-
gelii Gaudium” (The Joy of the Gospel); 
“Laudato Si’, on Care for Our Common 
Home,” on the environment; and “‘Amoris 
Laetitia’ (The Joy of Love), on Love in the 
Family,” his reflections on the discussions of 
the Synod of Bishops in 2014 and 2015.

People skeptical about the scientific proof 
that human activity is contributing to climate 
change objected to parts of “Laudato Si’,” 
but the criticism was muted compared to 
reactions to Pope Francis’ document on the 
family, especially regarding ministry to di-
vorced and civilly remarried Catholics and 

the possibility that, under some conditions, 
some of those Catholics could return to the 
sacraments.

In December, the Vatican posted on its 
website the guidelines for interpreting 
“Amoris Laetitia” developed by a group of 
Argentine bishops, as well as Pope Francis’ 
letter to them describing the guidelines as 
“authentic magisterium.”

The guidelines by bishops in the Buenos 
Aires region said the path of discernment 
proposed by Pope Francis for divorced and 
civilly remarried couples “does not neces-
sarily end in the sacraments” but, in some 
situations, after a thorough process of dis-
cernment, the pope’s exhortation “opens the 
possibility” to reception of the sacraments.

In the document and throughout his pon-
tificate, Pope Francis has emphasized God’s 
mercy and the power of the sacraments to 
spur conversion and nourish Christians as 
they try to progress in holiness.

Like all popes, Pope Francis frequently 
urges Catholics to go to confession, telling 
them it is not a “torture chamber.” And he 
repeatedly gives priests blunt advice about 
being welcoming and merciful to those who 
approach the confessional.

Like St. John Paul did each Lent, Pope 
Francis hears confessions in St. Peter’s 
Basilica. But, he surprised even his closest 
aides beginning in 2014 when, instead of go-
ing to the confessional to welcome the first 
penitent, he turned and went to confession 
himself.

He also has surprised people by being 
completely honest about his age. In April 
2017, when he was still 80 years old, he 
told Italian young people that while they are 
preparing for the future, “at my age we are 
preparing to go.” The young people present 
objected loudly. “No?” the pope responded, 
“Who can guarantee life? No one.”

From the beginning of his papacy, Pope 
Francis has expressed love and admiration 
for retired Pope Benedict XVI. Returning 
from South Korea in 2014, he said Pope 
Benedict’s honest, “yet also humble and 
courageous” gesture of resigning cleared a 
path for later popes to do the same.

“You can ask me: ‘What if one day you 
don’t feel prepared to go on?’” he told the 
reporters traveling with him. “I would do the 
same, I would do the same! I will pray hard 
over it, but I would do the same thing. He 
[Pope Benedict] opened a door which is in-
stitutional, not exceptional.”
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150th Anniversary of the Diocese of Harrisburg

Remembrance

Voices from the Diocesan Schola, musical fanfare 
from The Capital Brass, a Knights of Columbus Color 
Corps and an entrance procession of priests, deacons, 
seminarians, Knights and Dames of the Order of Mal-
ta, and Knights and Ladies of the Equestrian Order of 
the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem lent to the solemnness 
of the Mass, celebrated by Bishop Ronald Gainer. 

In the pews were families and individuals, young 
adults and religious sisters, inter-religious and ecu-
menical guests, and people representing various eth-
nicities with roots in the history of the diocese.

In his homily, which can be read in full on pages 11 
and 12, Bishop Gainer called upon the people of the 
diocese to recommit “to the work of the Gospel and to 
the unity of our local Church.”

“As we revisit our history, retell the stories that in-
spire, the stories that bring smiles, and even the stories 
that disturb us, we begin to see again a unity, a com-
munion, forged by the power of the Holy Spirit and the 
work of Jesus Christ,” he said. 

The celebration of the solemn Mass featured insignia 
and vessels historic to the diocese: the Pectoral Cross 
worn by Bishop Gainer was handed down from bishop 
to bishop from the first shepherd of the diocese, Bish-
op Jeremiah F. Shanahan; the cathedra – or bishop’s 
chair – that was Bishop Shanahan’s; the crozier that be-
longed to the Third Bishop of Harrisburg, Bishop John 
W. Shanahan; and the chalice and ciborium fashioned 
at the direction of the diocese’s longest-serving bishop, 
Bishop George L. Leech (1936-1971), with donations 
of jewels and gold from the people of the diocese.

A reading and a hymn, offered in Spanish and Viet-
namese – the latter by the Sacred Heart Choir of the 
Vietnamese Martyrs Community in Lancaster – as well 
as the giftbearers from several representatives of multi-
cultural ministries celebrated the rich ethnic traditions 
of the people of the diocese. The Diocesan Schola sung 
works by Bernard Wert (1899-1966), who served as or-

Continued from 1

Dr. Richard Skirpan directs the Diocesan Schola in singing hymns during the Mass 
celebrating the diocese’s 150th anniversary.
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The Sacred Heart Choir of the Vietnamese Martyrs Community in Lancaster sings 
the Offertory Chant during the Liturgy of the Eucharist.

A member of the Black Catholic Apostolate serves food during a gathering after the anniversary Mass.

Sisters, Servants of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus from Middletown select food prepared by the Kolo Club 
“Marian” of Prince of Peace Parish in Steelton.

ganist and choirmaster for the Cathedral Parish of St. 
Patrick for 45 years and published pieces for the dio-
cese. 

During the Concluding Rite, Bishop Gainer imparted 
an apostolic blessing with a plenary indulgence on be-
half of Pope Francis, to those present who had received 
the sacraments of Reconciliation and Holy Commu-
nion.

The joyful congregation then continued the celebra-
tion of the diocese’s milestone anniversary at a gath-
ering in the former Holy Name Church featuring a 
wealth of food representing the various ethnicities that 

make up the local Church. They included the Black 
Catholic Apostolate with soul food and food from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo; the Hispanic Aposto-
lates of St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Harrisburg and 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Parish in York; the Italian Apostolate; the Vietnamese 
Apostolates from St. Anne Parish in Lancaster and Our 
Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish in Harrisburg; 
the Kolo Club “Marian” of Prince of Peace Parish in 
Steelton; St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Church in Harris-
burg; and the Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic 
Women, whose members provided baked goods and 
coffee.

Enjoying the festival of food, Mary Jane Corl of Our 
Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish in Harrisburg 
and Kathy Piaskowski of St. Joseph Parish in Milton 
struck up a conversation as they met for the first time.

“Today was such a beautiful Mass, with moving 
music and an inspiring message from the bishop. The 
whole experience was just glorious,” Mary Jane said. 
“And to follow it with this gathering here is just lovely. 
The food and representation of ethnicities are just in-
credible. Everything today made for a wonderful cel-
ebration.”

A member of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
Parish for 50 years, Mary Jane remarked that the dio-
cese’s anniversary celebration prompted her to reflect 
on significant occasions in her faith life, including her 
children receiving the sacraments. “I see how my ex-
perience in the Church connects to the history of the 
diocese,” she said.

Kathy, who came to the anniversary Mass with sev-
eral other members of St. Joseph’s in Milton, said she 
did so because she “wanted to share in the celebration 
of the history of the diocese.”

“The Mass celebrated our history, our different cul-
tures, different music, different languages, and the fact 
that we are all one,” she said. “That’s what makes our 
diocese so wonderful. No matter our age or nationality 
or experiences, we are all together as one Church.” 
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Re-Enactment
Continued from 1
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performance and more of a living prayer, as the con-
gregation prayed the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary 
after each scene was re-enacted.

The vigil began with the Presentation in the Temple, 
and Simeon (portrayed by Patrick Elter) telling Mary 
(Karly Zimmerman) that her son would be a sign of 
contradiction, and that her heart would be pierced.

Deacon Joseph Wrabel, George Mattis and Eliza-
beth Kreckel provided narration and voiceovers as the 
young enactors offered visual scenes of The Agony in 
the Garden, The Scourging at the Pillar, The Crowning 
of Thorns, The Carrying of the Cross and The Cruci-
fixion.

18-year-old Stephen Gontis, a student at Bishop 
McDevitt High School in Harrisburg and a member of 
Holy Name of Jesus Parish, portrayed Jesus, and told 
The Catholic Witness that his goal was to use his gift to 
glorify God.

“Though the re-enactment was a human portrayal, 
I wanted our efforts to showcase God’s goodness and 
point to him,” he said.

As he prepared for the role, Stephen said that he re-
flected often on Jesus’ words to the Father, “Why have 
you forsaken me?”

“I wanted to channel that human question on Jesus’ 
heart, to especially point to Jesus’ humanity,” he re-
marked.

Stephen said that the decision to ask youth to re-enact 
the Sorrowful Mysteries points to Jesus’ words, “Un-
less you are like one of these, you cannot enter 
the Kingdom of Heaven.”

“I think that using young people was 
a good way to symbolize those words. 
Hopefully these representations of the 
mysteries and of the Passion are able to 
reveal things about the Divine Mystery 
that perhaps people haven’t thought of be-
fore, and bring them closer to God,” he said.

15-year-old Karly Zimmerman portrayed 
the role of Mary. 

“I watch The Passion of the Christ ev-
ery Lent, but doing something like this 
re-enactment really got me to think 
about how Mary felt, how Joseph felt, 
and what Jesus and his followers expe-
rienced,” she said in preparing for the 
prayer vigil.

At Lebanon Catholic School, where she has been a 
student since kindergarten, Karly particularly analyzed 
the school’s Stations of the Cross version told from 
Mary’s perspective. 

“I really tried to consider how she felt, and I looked at 
a lot of art depicting Jesus meeting Mary on the way to 
Calvary, or Jesus being taken down from the cross and 
laid in her lap,” she said.

For Karly, who attends LCBC, non-denominational 
Bible church in Manheim, participation in the prayer 
vigil in the role of the Blessed Mother gave her pause 
to reflect more on Mary’s feelings about her son’s sac-
rifice.

“Seeing what Jesus had to go through for us and our 

sins in this up-close way has given me a different per-
spective on the crucifixion and salvation,” she said.

During the presentation of the Sorrowful Mysteries, 
which included Jesus carrying his cross through the 
aisles of the church, many members of the congregation 
were moved to tears during the Crucifixion – accompa-
nied by the hymn “Lament” from “Stabat Mater” – and 

during the epilogue of Jesus’s body being placed in the 
tomb – accompanied by the hymn “Carry Him Gently.”

In the congregation, DeAnn McCloskey, a member 
of the Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick in Harrisburg, was 
among those wiping tears from their eyes.

“You certainly can’t see a re-enactment of the Passion 
without getting emotional, thinking about what Christ 
truly gave for us – which is everything,” she said.

“As a mother myself, I can’t even imagine what Mary 
was feeling,” she reflected. “You try to put yourself in 
her shoes, and you ask yourself, ‘Could I have accepted 
what was asked?’ If someone came to me today and 
said, ‘This is the gift I am going to give to you; will you 
have it?’ Could I accept it the way Mary did?

“I can’t even imagine watching one of my children 
being tortured and crucified to save us, but Mary ac-
cepted it. That’s a reflection for me each Lent as I see 
the Passion or the Stations of the Cross,” she said.

The reaction from the congregation is the gift that 
Lauren Shuyler, director, wanted the prayer vigil to be 
for the people of the diocese.

“God has worked through these young people, the 
musicians and the narrators so much so that it became 
a prayer,” she said, complimenting the youth for their 
prayerful portrayal. “It takes a certain amount of matu-
rity to deal with the Sorrowful Mysteries and the Pas-
sion, but they immersed themselves in it so that others 
could feel it.”

“The re-enactment was seamless with the music, the 
voices and the tableaus, and offered a multi-sensory ex-
perience,” she said. “It was a gift to the people of the 
diocese, and certainly a gift to those of us who were 
part of it.”

Karly Zimmerman as Mary, shown during the prayer 
vigil’s prologue hymn, “Ave Maria.”

Stephen Gontis re-enacts Jesus’ agony in the garden, 
the First Sorrowful Mystery.

Above: Pontius 
Pilate, portrayed 
by Patrick Elter, 

caves to the 
demands of the 

people that  
Jesus be  
crucified.

Jesus meets Veronica, portrayed by Alicia  
Clemens, as he carries his cross.

John, portrayed by John Gontis, places 
Jesus’ body in his mother’s arms.
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‘Do the Work that Must Be Done’

Text of Bishop Gainer’s Homily for the Opening Mass

At the conclusion of Mass, Bishop Ronald Gainer offers an apostolic blessing with a plenary indulgence in the name of  
Pope Francis.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Bishop Ronald Gainer elevates the chalice during the Mass to open the 
Sesquicentennial Year. The chalice and ciborium used for the Mass were 

fashioned in Ireland in 1953 at the direction of Bishop George L. Leech 
with the donations of jewels and gold collected from the Catholic faithful 
of the diocese. Bishop Leech commissioned the chalice in memory of all 

who lost their lives in World War II. The 18-carat chalice is a reproduction 
of the ancient Celtic Chalice of Ardagh, discovered in Ireland in 1868, the 
same year that the Diocese of Harrisburg was established. The chalice is 
enriched with 33 precious and semi-precious stones and diamonds. The 

central figure on the paten is the Greek Alpha and Omega, with Celtic 
scrollwork signifying eternity.

These words were preached by 
the longest serving bishop of our 

Diocese, Bishop George Leo Leech, on 
December 16, 1943. It was the occa-
sion of the Ninth Synod of the Diocese 
of Harrisburg that corresponded with 
the conclusion of the 75th Anniversary 
of the Diocese. The work of that Synod 
established statutes that regulated the life 
of our Diocese for many decades, and, 
still impact the experience of parish life 
today.

What is striking in Bishop Leech’s 
message to the priests of the Diocese 
is the strong emphasis he placed on 
the truth that the work of the Gospel is 
urgent and necessary in the everyday life 
of the all of the members of the Church. 
In 1943 the world was in the throes of 
the “raging war” that stole young men 
from families and parishes across the 
Diocese. But, in the midst of the an-

guish of that world scene, Bishop Leech 
pointed toward the “transcendent work 
of Jesus Christ.” 

“Transcendent” because the work of 
the Gospel is never trapped in a single 
place and time, but is like Christ Him-
self, “yesterday, today, and forever.” 
“Transcendent” because the work of 
the Gospel points us toward a goal, a 
purpose, that far exceeds the limits of 
earthly life and worldly success. “Tran-
scendent” because it encompasses you 
and me and every other person who 
today claims membership in the Church 
of Jesus Christ, daring to embrace that 
Divine desire that we “may be one” as 
the Father and the Son are one.

The Oneness of the Church is a 
transcendent mark of Catholic iden-
tity. While it is not “of this world”, the 
Church is a sign “in this world.” As with 
all signs it points beyond itself, it points 

1  Most Reverend George L. Leech, “Allocution of the Most Reverend Bishop” at 
the Ninth Synod of the Diocese of Harrisburg, December 16, 1943. “There is work 
to be done, my brother priests of Harrisburg, there is work to be done, and it is the 
transcendent work of Jesus Christ. There is work to be done, and there is so little time 
for its doing. There are our own priestly souls to be sanctified in the Holy Spirit of 
God, our flocks to be fed, our lost sheep to be found and rescued, our little ones to be 
taught, our youth to be trained, our laity to be led, our poor and sick and suffering to 
be befriended. There is Christ, ‘the Way, the Truth and the Life,’ to be made known 
and loved and followed, and made to reign in the minds and wills of men in private 
and public life, in home and family, in employer and worker, in school, in leisure, 
in politics, in government – in every field of man’s activity and experience. There is 
work to be done. It is the work of Christ and only we, the ‘other Christs,’ can do it.”

“There is work to be done … there is work to be done, and it is 
the transcendent work of Jesus Christ. There is work to be done, 
and there is so little time for its doing. There are … priestly souls 
to be sanctified in the Holy Spirit of God, … flocks to be fed, … 
lost sheep to be found and rescued, … little ones to be taught, … 
youth to be trained, … poor and sick and suffering to be be-
friended. There is Christ, ‘the Way, the Truth and the Life,’ to be 
made known and loved and followed, and made to reign in the 
minds and wills of men in private and public life, in home and 
family, in employer and worker, in school, in leisure, in politics, 
in government – in every field of man’s activity and experience. 
There is work to be done. It is the work of Christ and only we … 
can do it.”1

beyond us, toward Jesus Christ, toward 
the Kingdom of God, toward a destiny 
for humanity that is beyond anything 
we could conjure up for ourselves. The 
opening prayer of today’s Mass ad-
dressed the God, “who never ceases to 
gather to Himself from all the nations a 

people growing together in unity through 
the Spirit.” 

This People, the Collect continues to 
pray, has been entrusted with a “mission” 
that inserts us into the heart of the human 
family as “the leaven and the soul of hu-
man society.” For God is not content that 
merely “some” find oneness in Christ, 
but that all of humanity become “the 
family of God” through the power of 
renewal and transformation in Jesus.

This is our work – the transcendent 
work of evangelization and renewal – so 
necessary and so urgent. 

Our identity as the Church here in 
south central Pennsylvania comes with 
a mission. The words of Saint Peter are 
true for us:  we are “a chosen race, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people” 
uniquely belonging to God.  If we dare to 
accept that identity, then we cannot shirk 
the mission of “announcing the praises 
of Him who called us out of darkness 
into his wonderful light.” For we cannot 
“be” the Church without also “doing” the 
work of the Church.

This calls each of us, bishop, priest, 
deacon, religious, married, single, young 
adult, youth and child, to a commitment 
toward something bigger than our own 
ambitions, our own plans. For by the 
grace of Baptism, we have been called to 
radiate the light of Jesus Christ into our 
world. This means reflecting the light of 
Christ in our homes, our family lives, our 
married lives, our friendships; it means 
carrying the light of Christ into our 
workplaces, our businesses, our politics; 

More OPENING MASS, page 12
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it means carrying the light of Christ into 
the marketplace and on the street corner, 
whenever we encounter the one who is 
suffering because of prejudice and intol-
erance, the one who is ignored and un-
wanted by society, the one who suffers 
because of our corporate and political 
indifference, the one who has been told 
they are not worthy of respect or love. 
To these people and into these places, 
we must “be” the authentic Church; we 
must “do” the work of the Gospel. 

    Doing a “transcendent work” does 
not give us any excuse to flee from the 
serious problems of the world nor the 
thorny struggles of the Church. Rather, 
it gives us the perspective to enter into 
the fray with a strength that does not 
originate in human effort, a wisdom 
that far exceeds human ingenuity, and a 
determination that is the fruit of faithful 
conviction. 

    To be the Church and accept “the 
transcendent work of Jesus Christ” as 
our own, means to imitate the Good 
Shepherd as prophesied by Ezekiel. 
Here, we learn that what concerns God 
must concern us as well: “I will rescue 
them from every place where they were 
scattered when it was cloudy and dark.” 
My brothers and sisters, there are many 
who have been scattered because it was 
cloudy and dark.

    In this anniversary year, it is not 
my intention to impose on the Diocese 
a new program, a new series, a different 
mission. I intend for you and me simply 
and with a greater intensity to return to 
the truth of who we are called to be as 
the Church in the world today. Our work 
has already been given to us by Christ. 
Yet, we know that there is much that 
challenges the undertaking of that work 
today. 

    Some of the challenges to our work 
come from outside forces: the masses 
who have allowed themselves to be 
formed by a culture that rejects who 
we are and mocks what we believe; the 
insidious efforts of the Evil One who 
seeks our downfall at every turn; the 
changing landscape of thought, moral-
ity and values that conflict with what 
we hold most important. From these 
challenges we must not hide, nor can we 
give in. These challenges urge us on to 
greater fidelity and integrity in living out 
the Gospel communally and personally.

    Other challenges come from within 
the Church, when individuals have failed 

Continued from 11

The crozier or pastoral staff 
carried by Bishop Ronald 
Gainer in the anniversary 

Mass originally belonged to 
Bishop John W. Shanahan, 

the Third Bishop of the  
Diocese of Harrisburg. He 

was superintendent of  
Catholic Schools in  

Philadelphia at the time of his 
appointment. It is said that 

every parochial school child in 
Philadelphia gave one penny 

for the purchase of this  
crozier. Bishop Shanahan 

was the brother of the First 
Bishop of Harrisburg,  

Jeremiah Shanahan, and it 
is the only instance in the 

history of the Catholic Church 
in the United States where 

two brothers were ordinaries 
of the same See. The crozier 

has been used for the last 
three installations of our  

diocesan bishops.
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Videos of the Vigil 
and Mass Online

Anniversary information, 
history and videos are available 
online. Visit www.hbgdiocese.
org/150 for these resources and 
more on the sesquicentennial.

to be faithful and integrate the Gospel 
into their lives. We bear the signs of the 
sins of those who have been unfaith-
ful, disfiguring the face of Christ which 
should be mirrored by the Church. We 
cannot undo the sins of the past, but we 
can and must repent of them and never 
short change the work of reparation. The 
only credible witness to those who judge 
us harshly, who have been hurt by our 
corporate sins, who doubt our capacity 
for doing good, is that you and I truly 
allow ourselves to be faithful to what 
Christ has made us to be. Our fidelity 
in living out the demands of the Gospel 
in all their dimensions will witness to 
others its ageless power to shape and 
transform human lives.

    What does this look like? We must 
set aside those barriers and tear down 
the walls that separate us from each 
other. We must become one – one in our 
desire to know, love and serve Christ 
with every fiber of our being; one in our 
faithfulness to the teachings of Christ 
and His Church; one in our common 
worship; one in our outreach to those 
who are in need, those who are margin-
alized, those who are suffering, those 
who are in pain. We cannot bear light 
into the darkness of the world unless 
we are joined together with Christ. We 

cannot hope to have an impact if we 
work on our own, disengaged from one 
another. We are stronger together, for we 
share a common source, a common his-
tory, and a common call.

    Together, let us recommit ourselves 
to the work of the Gospel and to the 
unity of our local Church. As we revisit 
our history, retell the stories that inspire, 
the stories that bring smiles, and even 
the stories that disturb us, we begin to 
see again a unity, a communion, forged 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and the 
work of Jesus Christ. These last one-
hundred fifty years have been guided by 
a power that is bigger than any single 
one of us, greater than any bishop that 
shepherded the Diocese, superior to any 
pastor who once served in our parishes, 
higher than any religious who once 
taught in our schools, bigger than any 
one parishioner whose sacrifice built 
up our churches and institutions. This 
transcendent power still abides with us 
today. May it help us to go forth to do 
our parts in shaping the future of the 
Diocese of Harrisburg and allowing the 
Divine desire of the Father to fashion all 
into one family, united by His Son.

    Bishop Leech ended his allocution 
seventy-five years ago with these words 
of sending. They remain 75 years later a 

fresh challenge for us.  May they send us 
forth into this anniversary year to do the 
work that must be done today, tomorrow 
and the years ahead:

    “Go forth, then, ambassadors of 
Christ, for you are sent by Him into the 
world He has redeemed. Go forth to the 
work of Christ which, by His personal 
call and your willing oblation, now 
claims your talents, your energy and, 
if need be, your very lives. ... Go, with 
your example to show them the way, 
with your wisdom to teach them, with 
your prudence to guide them, with your 
wealth of heavenly grace to make them 
saints. Go, and God speed you, to your 
appointed work and your sure reward, 
for ‘your names are written in heaven.’”

Senator John DiSanto on March 5  
presented to Bishop Ronald Gainer  
a citation from the Pennsylvania  
Senate on the occasion of the 150th 
anniversary of the Diocese of  
Harrisburg. The proclamation,  
sponsored by Senator DiSanto, 
 reads, in part, “the Senate of the  
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania  
congratulates the Roman Catholic  
Diocese of Harrisburg for one hundred 
fifty years of providing spiritual  
leadership, helping those in need and 
educating many Pennsylvanians who 
contributed mightily to our  
Commonwealth and nation.”

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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COURTESY OF THE FAMILY OF FRANK CACKOVIC

By Katie Phelan
Special to The Witness

Few educators spend 42 years in the 
business of teaching, and even fewer 
do so at one school. Frank Cackovic, 
or COBO as most everyone knew him, 
spent his entire career at Trinity High 
School in Camp Hill teaching, coach-
ing, and caring for the students as if 
they were his own. COBO passed away 
recently at the age of 81, and though he 
had been retired over a decade, his leg-
acy at Trinity lives on in the institution 
to which he dedicated his life, and in 
the memories of those who knew him. 

Frank Cackovic was a cornerstone of 
Trinity High School. He was a faculty 
member who taught physical educa-
tion/health and social studies when the 
school opened in 1963 and continued to 
do so as the school matured, witnessing 
a host of changes to Trinity, and to edu-
cation, over nearly 50 years. Initially, 
COBO taught alongside a largely reli-
gious faculty, composed of the “Broth-
ers of the Christian Schools, and the 
Sisters of St. Joseph,” and then as part 
of a largely lay faculty by his retire-
ment. He witnessed the integration of 
boys and girls into the same classrooms 
at Trinity (students were once sepa-
rated into different classes by gender), 
and the advent of technology use in the 
classroom. Frank also experienced the 
shift from the dangerous to the mild, as 
the norm for school activities. 

For example, alumni from “back in 
the day” remember gym class activities 
like “lava,” where students climbed to 
the top of the 30-foot-high bleachers 
and swung down to the floor holding a 
rope. Trinity Principal, John Cominsky 
’85, vividly remembers this standard 
gym class activity. The way he tells it, 
students would need to land on a painted 
line—the rest of the floor was “lava”—
and occasionally COBO would shout, 
“Don’t fall in the lava, son!” just as the 
student’s feet were about to touch the 
ground. Mr. Cominsky often fell into 
the lava, he recalls with a laugh. 

In today’s schools, these activities be-
ing a sanctioned part of class, let alone 
a requirement, are unthinkable. By the 
end of his tenure, COBO was teaching 
much tamer skills, such as the polka, 
which hearkened back to his Croatian 

Remembering a Life Spent in Catholic Education: 
Frank “COBO” Cackovic

roots. He would enthusiastically pair 
students up, demonstrate the steps, hit 
play on the CD player, and joyfully ca-
jole reluctant teenagers to polka. 

Dan O’Leary ’07 remembers the re-
sistance of students to dance the polka, 
but also remembers “how COBO lev-
eled the playing field for everyone—
no one had an advantage over anyone 
else.” How many teenagers know how 
to polka, after all? O’Leary also re-
calls how it quickly brought everyone 
together, laughing and enjoying them-
selves, especially because of COBO’s 
warm enthusiasm. 

COBO’s enthusiasm bled into ev-
erything he did, and everyone he talk-
ed with. It was especially evident in 
his coaching. In addition to teaching, 
COBO coached football, basketball, 
golf, and tennis during his long career. 
He had strong ideas about the role of 
sportsmanship and the power of athlet-
ics to form good young people, and he 
used his role to instill those beliefs in 
the young people in his care. 

The acronym COBO comes from the 
phrase “Challenge of Brotherly Oppo-
sition,” which COBO coined, adopted, 
and lived. To him, competitive sports 
were a vehicle to strive for personal ex-
cellence and loving one’s opponents. 

To COBO, nothing was off-limits 
in helping students succeed—even his 
own vehicle. In softball practice, Frank 
would use his own family car, a green 
Pontiac, as a backstop. He would roll 
the windows down, park the car behind 
the plate, and allow the car to be pum-
meled by softballs. What were dents in 
a car in the furtherance of life’s greatest 
skills and lessons? 

One of the hallmarks of Frank 
Cackovic was his penchant to always 
see the best in everyone.  COBO car-
ried the same view of the students—
one of positivity, joy, and goodness. Jan 
Kiker, a long-time faculty member of 
Trinity herself and a colleague of Frank 
for years, remembers sitting in on Na-
tional Honor Society selection where 
the applications and teacher recom-
mendations for students were analyzed. 
Faculty members were asked to rate 
students on a 1 to 5 scale, and Frank’s 
evaluations showed a score of “5” or 
“excellent” for each student. When 
Jan asked Frank about this, he replied 
“That’s how I see them—perfect.” Of 
course, that made his recommendations 
ineffective, but it was impossible to ar-
gue with COBO’s positivity.

This penchant for always seeking 
the best in everyone was part of what 
made so many describe him as “Chris-
tian.” COBO spent hours in worship, 
attended daily Mass, and, as a matter of 

living, brought God’s care and concern 
to many. Nearly all Trinity alumni re-
member the COBO prayer: 

Dear God, Don’t ever let me show 
you a broad bright yellow streak.

And teach me Lord, life’s game to 
play just one day at a time

With you as coach, and trainer, Lord, 
real victory will be mine.

Students heard this prayer from 
COBO daily, and could recite it along 
with him. The prayer speaks to his pas-
sions—faith, sportsmanship, and the 
promise of eternal life. 

At Trinity, the legacy of COBO lives 
on. We remember his bright smile, his 
birthday songs at lunches, and his dedi-
cation to the school where he spent his 
life. We remember him when we head 
to our athletic stadium, named “COBO 
Field” in his honor, when we engage in 
athletic pursuits, and when we join to-
gether in prayer and worship. COBO’s 
energy, enthusiasm, and generous spirit 
touched everyone who knew him, and 
what better legacy can an educator ask 
for? Rest in God’s eternal love, dear 
COBO. 

(Trinity is a co-educational Catholic 
high school located on the West Shore 
of Harrisburg. To learn more, visit 
www.thsrocks.us or call 717-761-1116.)

(Katie Phelan is a member of Trinity 
High School’s Class of 2007.) 

A Retreat for College-Aged  
Young Adults and Recent Graduates

Saturday, April 14 from 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m.
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish

310 Hertzler Road, Mechanicsburg

The season of Easter is a perfect time to get away to refresh and 
renew ourselves while growing in relationship with Our Lord and 
with other young adults.

For more information, contact your Catholic Campus Ministry 
office or the Diocesan Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry

717-657-4804, ext. 327
oyyam@hbgdiocese.org

 Online registration is available at www.hbgdiocese.org
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Above: Bishop McDevitt’s Tarajae Davis makes a move on a Berks Catholic defender in the 
second half. Berks Catholic’s defense held the Crusaders to single digits in each quarter.

RIght: Berks Catholic’s Kyran Mitchell makes contact with Bishop McDevitt’s Jake Kelly as 
Jake looks to move the ball inside.

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

Every high school athlete – no matter what sport – who 
excels at the district level works hard spending hours prac-

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

The District 3 Class 4A boys’ tournament found the ninth-ranked Crusaders of 
Bishop McDevitt knocking out number one seeded Lancaster Catholic and fourth 
seeded Kennard-Dale to earn a spot in the finals March 1 at the Giant Center 
against the Berks Catholic Saints.

But the Saints put the brakes on McDevitt’s tournament momentum, opening 
the game with a 9-0 run and stifling the Crusaders in the paint through all four 
quarters to win 46-26. Coach Mike Gaffey’s Crusaders were preparing for their 
second-round game in the state finals at press time.

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Above: Trinity’s Patrick DeMark, left, locks up with Gary Steen of Reynolds in the 
106-pound final in the PIAA wrestling championships.

Right: Bishop McDevitt’s Chase Shields scrambles against defending gold medalist 
Jaret Lane of Southern Columbia late in the 120-pound final.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

The two diocesan high school wrestlers who made it to the PIAA Class AA state wres-
tling championships in Hershey March 8-10 earned silver medals in their respective weight 
class: Trinity’s Patrick DeMark at 106 lbs., and Bishop McDevitt’s Chase Shields at 120 
lbs.

DeMark, a state qualifier in 2017 and a District 3 champion this year, faced Reynolds’ 

freshman Gary Steen in the 106-pound final. Despite an offensive scramble early in the 
match, DeMark, a sophomore, lost 5-2 to an opponent he’s likely to face again in state 
competition next year.

Junior Chase Shields faced a repeat opponent in Southern Columbia’s Jaret Lane at 
120 lbs. The two had met in the championship bout for the 113-pound weight class in last 
year’s finals, with Lane besting Shields for the title. Despite a late-match offensive flurry 
on Shields’ part this time around, the District 3 champion fell short of state gold, 3-2.

DeMark finished his season at 35-3, and Shields at 40-5. 

State Gold Narrowly Eludes Trinity, McDevitt Finalists

Bishop McDevitt Pools Together  
to Win District Swimming Championship

Defense Stifles Bishop McDevitt in District Final 

ticing and conditioning to compete against other excep-
tional athletes. But it’s safe to say, swimmers preparing for 
races hit the pool early in the morning and every day after 
school all year long, doing the lap work and speed work 
necessary to win.

And win is what Bishop McDevitt did on March 2 and 3 
at Cumberland Valley High School, competing in the Dis-
trict 3 swimming championships, where they won the Class 
2A team gold medal. Two gold-medal performances by ju-
nior Josiah Lauver, who won the 200-yard freestyle and 
100-yard backstroke while teaming with Eli Vargas, Zach 
Miller and Patrick Hemingway in the 200-yard medley on 
day one put the Crusaders in position to edge Cocalico on 
day two to win the title. 

Trinity’s Sarah Wyant won the 100-yard freestyle with a 
time under 53 seconds to win her gold medal. 

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Above: Trinity’s Sarah Wyant.

Left: Bishop McDevitt’s Josiah Lauver.
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

The Lebanon Catholic Beavers dug deep for a late-game surge in the District 3 cham-
pionships in Hershey March 1, against a challenging Linden Hall squad that outsized the 
reigning girls’ Class A state champions with three players easily besting the six-foot mark. 
Linden Hall’s Lions matched the Beavers for much of the game, using their size to out-

rebound and drive the lane. 
Trailing by three near the end of the third quarter, Lebanon Catholic rallied their defense 

and scored critical points on turnovers to go on a 12-0 run in the fourth quarter and earn the 
20th district title for Coach Patti Hower’s program, topping Linden Hall 46-36.

The senior-laden Beavers – who returned the likes of Neesha Pierre, Celine Mars, Alexis 
Hill, Jasmine Turner and Jayden Shellehamer to the state tournament this year – began 
their title defense March 10 with a win in the first round of the state championships. 

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Entering the District 3 Class 4A championships at Hershey’s Giant Center on March 1 with an 
undefeated record, Lancaster Catholic’s Crusaders girls’ basketball team had to lay it all on the line 
to come away with their seventh title since 2000. Junior standout Kiki Jefferson literally did just that 
– crashing beneath a courtside table of reporters in an attempt to keep the ball in play, and Lancaster 
Catholic’s momentum going, late in the fourth quarter. 

Trailing early in both the first and second half to the Berks Catholic Saints, the Crusaders relied 
heavily on Jefferson, who finished with 26 points, and senior Lauren Mills’ 14 points and 12 re-
bounds. A late-game defensive push also propelled the Crusaders’ momentum, leading them a 58-47 
victory. 

Lancaster Catholic opened PIAA state tournament play on March 10 with a first round victory.

Beavers Claim 20th District Title for Storied Program

Undefeated Crusaders Conquest Districts
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Left: Senior Taylor Bossert awaits the presentation  
of the Beaver’s 20th District 3 title.

Above: Alexis Hill reacts after forcing a turnover in the second 
half.

Right: Lebanon Catholic’s Celine Mars puts up a shot against 
Linden Hall’s 6’5” freshman Mercy Ademusayo.

Marlia Matters reacts after teammate Zaniah Banks scores 
on an offensive put-back in the first half.

Above: Co-Captains Lauren Mills and Kiki Jefferson prepare to take the district title to their teammates.

Top, right: Lancaster Catholic’s Cassandra Peris and  Kiki Jefferson put pressure  on Berks Catholic 
early in the district championship.
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By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

Though the girls’ and boys’ basketball programs at Our Lady 
of Lourdes Regional School in Coal Township have had decades 
of storied success, it’s been more than two decades since both 
programs have won District 4 Class A  championships in the 
same season. That fact changed on March 1 at Danville High 
School, when the Red Raiders’ girls team handily beat the Ben-
ton Tigers, 67-26, followed immediately by the Lourdes boys 
beating Millville, 39-27, in front of a packed gymnasium. 

In the first game, the Red Raiders never trailed Benton, play-
ing a 2-3 zone that gave the Tigers fits all night. Never able to hit 
a 3-pointer, Benton’s inside game was neutralized as well by the 
Red Raiders. The game was never in doubt, as Lourdes handled 
Benton’s zone with little trouble, thanks to Selina Albert’s siz-
zling shooting as she buried four three-pointers from over 20 
feet to build Lourdes’ insurmountable lead. 

The Lourdes boys’ victory was not so easy against a feisty 
Millville (located just north of Bloomsburg) Quakers team. It 
wasn’t until the game’s last moments that the Red Raiders pulled 
away with a couple of clutch three-pointers and rebound put-
backs to win 39-27. It was Lourdes’ defense that won this dis-
trict gold medal, holding the Quakers to 1-for-20 in the second 
half. Playing a 2-3 zone in which the Quakers could never find 
the weak spot, the Red Raiders held Millville’s Jaylen Reichner 
to 0-for-8 from beyond the arc to doom the Quakers. When you 
hold a quality opponent like Millville to 27 points on this big 
of a stage, it makes you no easy out in the PIAA state playoffs.  
Both the girls’ and boys’ teams were advancing to the second 
round of playoffs at press time.

Lourdes Sweeps District 4 Doubleheader to Win

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
The Lourdes girls celebrate another District 4 championship after beating the Benton Tigers. Last year, Lourdes 
bested Sullivan County to win. The PIAA state playoff brackets bring a looming clash between Lebanon  
Catholic and Lourdes in the state semifinal game if there are no upsets along the way.

Lourdes Co-Captain, Jessica Milewski, dribbles 
around a Benton defender down low. 

 Frances Czeponis, junior, uses her height advantage 
to score inside against Benton.

Lourdes’ Thomas Shultz, junior, drives to 
the basket against Millville. Lourdes likes to 
push the tempo and run the floor, but the 
Quakers did an excellent job of slowing 
down the Red Raiders in transition. 

Above: Co-Captains C.J. Reichard and Larry Czeponis 
celebrate Lourdes’ District 4 triumph.
Left: Ty Klembara draws contact in the third quarter,  
scoring an important three-point play.
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By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

Both the Trinity girls’ and boys’ basketball teams won the Dis-
trict 3 Class 3A championship at the Giant Center in Hershey on 
Feb. 28. For the boys, the 53-43 win over a determined Kutz-
town team was their fifth straight district gold. The Shamrocks 
got off to a hot shooting start, hitting 12 of 21 shots in the first 
half to build a 15-point lead at the break. Though the Cougars 
closed the gap in the second half, Trinity was never in danger of 
losing their lead. Kutztown shot only 35 percent from the field, 
thanks in part to Trinity’s stifling man-to-man defense. 

Trinity’s Sean Good, senior, notched his 1,000th point, 1,000th 
rebound and 500th block for his stellar high school career. 

In the girls’ championship game, no stranger to the 3A finals, 
the York Catholic Fighting Irish (13-13) stood in the way of 
Trinity’s 18-2 Shamrocks. In a game that featured a number of 
momentum shifts, Trinity led by as many as 11 in the second 
half before the Irish made an 8-0 run and eventually took the 
lead 49-48 in the fourth quarter. But Trinity, behind the play of 
Kassidy Ingram’s 18 points (13 in third quarter), pulled away 
in the last minutes with clutch foul shooting. The 62-57 hard 
fought win gave Trinity its 14th District 3 girls’ championship in 
the school’s history.

Early in the state playoffs, Trinity girls fell short in the first 
round, while the boys’ team and the York Catholic girls were 
preparing to move on to the second round at press time.

Trinity Girls and Boys Both Golden at Districts 

Trinity’s Kalen Veres glides in for a breakaway bucket 
against Kutztown’s Brayden Eck.

ROBERT J. CHADDERDON, ELBE PHOTOGRAPHY
Trinity’s boys’ team celebrates its fifth consecutive District 3 Championship.

Trinity’s Kassidy Ingram splits York 
Catholic defenders Jania Wright 
and Katie Rader.

Kutztown’s Owen 
Fenerty runs into the 
defensive wall of  
Trinity’s Matt Long 
and Kalen Veres.

Above: Trinity’s Aidan Finegan celebrates the District 3 Championship with her teammates.
Right: York Catholic’s Katie Rader drives for two against Sunshine McCrae.
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Retreat Planned for Those  
Suffering the Loss of a Spouse 

The Beginning Experience Team for the Harrisburg Diocese has booked 
Camp Hebron in Halifax for a Beginning Experience Weekend, May 4-6.

The ecumenical Beginning Experience weekends are an approved pro-
gram designed for those suffering the loss of a spouse through death, divorce 
or separation. Hundreds of persons have been helped to move towards suc-
cessful, productive, happy lives by attending one of these weekends.

The weekend is led by persons who have lost a spouse through death or 
divorce and are trained in facilitating a weekend. Each Beginning Experi-
ence Team is certified by the International Beginning Experience Organiza-
tion.

In the Diocese of Harrisburg, the program is under the auspices of the 
Diocesan Offices of Marriage, Respect Life and Disabilities.

The following is a testimonial of a person who attended a Beginning Ex-
perience Weekend:

“I can tell you that my encounter with the Beginning Experience weekend 
has brought me greater peace and given me an extended family of lifelong 
friends who I quickly grew to love and lean on. If you or someone you know 
is suffering the isolation and pain that can accompany the loss of a spouse 
or marriage, I encourage you to seriously consider attending the Beginning 
Experience weekend.”

Beginning Experience is your Church at work to provide help, healing and 
spiritual restoration. Visit the Harrisburg Diocesan Web site: http://www.
hbgdiocese.org/ and go to “Marriage and Family” or visit www.beginning-
experience.org. Information can also be obtained by contacting the Harris-
burg Beginning Experience Team, Julie, at 717-379-0800 or Eva, at 717-
495-9586.

Gus Lloyd to Lead Day of Reflection  
at Sacred Heart Parish in Lancaster

The exciting and engaging host of “Seize the Day” on Sirius XM Radio’s 
“The Catholic Channel,” Gus Lloyd, will share his testimony and teach-
ing on apologetics and evangelization during a Day of Reflection at Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Parish in Lancaster on April 28.

A morning session “Catholicism in the 21st Century,” will be held from 9 
a.m.-noon. This is a small-group session, and registration is required.

He will speak at the 4 p.m. Mass, and then at an Hour of Reflection from 
5-6 p.m. The Mass and the Hour of Reflection are open to all. 

A dinner and meet-and-greet with Gus Lloyd to benefit Sacred Heart 
Church and A Woman’s Concern will be held that evening at the Press Room 
from 7-9 p.m. Cost of this event is $200 per person

Register online at www.sacredheartlanc.org. For more information, con-
tact Sheila Hershey at Sacred Heart Parish at 717-394-0757.

Father Francis J. 
Karwacki, pas-
tor of Our Lady 
of Mount Car-
mel Parish Mount 
Carmel, will bless 
and pray a prayer 
of gratitude for the 
church’s gothic-
style Munich 
Mayer stained-
glass windows on 
April 22 at the 11 
a.m. Mass. The 
windows were 
installed in the 
church in 1918.

Father Meuwese 
had the first win-
dow of the Mul-
tiplication of the 
Fish and Loaves 
installed in 1914, 
at a cost of $6,500, 
which he paid out 
of his own pocket.

The 13 other 
windows were all 
installed in 1918, 
and paid for by the 
donations of mem-
bers of the parish. 

Father Karwacki received a letter from Michael Harteis, the Design Man-
ager for Franz Mayer of Munich Germany Stained Glass Window Co. In the 
letter, Mr. Harteis stated, “Our records show that your Mayer Windows have 
shared a story of faith with everyone, and to see the windows that old makes 
us proud.” He also stated that their company was responsible for the recon-
struction of the Holy Spirit window above the altar at St. Peter’s Basilica in 
Vatican City in 1905, and they had also made other windows for the formal 
entrance that connects the Apostolic Palace to St. Peter’s Basilica. Recent 
appraisals indicate a cost of approximately $30,000 each.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church Celebrate 
Anniversary of its Stained-Glass Windows

The names of the following de-
ceased persons have been submitted 
by their parishes. Please remember 
in your prayers the happy repose of 
these recently departed souls and the 
consolation of their loved ones.

ABBOTTSTOWN – Immaculate 
Heart of Mary: Charles Kulynych, 
Paul Reichert.

BERWICK – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Joan Collins,  
Frances Walko.

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: 
Joseph DeVito, Teresa V. Freyland.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: 
James Leighton, Mary Poklemba.

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis 
Xavier: Joseph Onofrey.

HANOVER – St. Joseph: Robert 
Britcher, Anne McKim; St. Vincent de 
Paul: Kimberly Miller.

HARRISBURG – Holy Family: 
Angeline DelDuco, Helen Doyle, 
Alisha Kohr; Holy Name of Jesus: 
Dorothy M. Dionne, Charles A.  
Hartman, Jr., Christine L. Keegan, 
Marie E. Riker, Edward Sinkovitz; St. 
Margaret Mary: Ronald Christ,  
Richard Cliber, Theodore “Ted” 
Hirsch.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: Jean 
Baiocchi.

KULPMONT – Holy Angels: 
Sandra Rossi.

LANCASTER – Assumption BVM: 
Margaret Hart; St. John Neumann: 
Joan Cabry, Tony Forte, Sam “Boyd” 
Ricketts.

LEBANON – Assumption BVM: 
Marie T. Thompson; St. Cecilia: Mary 
J. Brennan, Anna Ilgenfritz.

LEWISTOWN – Sacred Heart of 
Jesus: Frances DelVecchio, Jeffrey S. 
Smith.

MCSHERRYSTOWN – 
Annunciation BVM: Helen Klunk.

MECHANICSBURG – St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton: Donna B.  
Hephner; St. Joseph: Matthew Brittain, 
Kazimierz Kaczerski, Englis Wertz.

Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in March during 
the past 25 years:
Deacon William Smith, 1994
Father Stephen Jordan, 1994
Franciscan Father Gerald Kedziora, 
2002
Bishop Nicholas C. Dattilo, 2004
Conventual Franciscan Father  
Robert Grzybowski, 2007
Deacon J. Leo Dunn, 2007
Abbot John Neitzel, O. Praem, 2008
Father Lawrence Gross, 2009
Father John Greaney, 2009
Father David Hillier, 2014
Msgr. Thomas Kujovsky, 2015.

MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows 
BVM: William Acker, Angela  
Hollenback.

MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip 
the Apostle: George Bailey, Darlene 
Berchin, Audrienne Martin.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine 
Redeemer: Sandra Covas, Rosaline 
Palovick, Marguerite Rose Tabachini, 
Leonard Jude Wisneski; Our Lady: 
Dorothy Brown, Mary Burke, Carmen 
Defrancesco, Sr., Victoria Homicz, 
Margaret Larkin, Linda Rathosky, 
Leonard Wisneski.

NEW CUMBERLAND – St. 
Theresa: Doris Lenkevich, Joseph  
Migliori, Tracie Miller, Anna  
Mudrinich, Barbara Stark.

NEW FREEDOM – St. John the 
Baptist: Shirley Kulisiewicz.

SELINSGROVE – St. Pius X: 
Joseph McDonald.

YORK – Immaculate Conception 
BVM: Emily Daza, Robert Wernig; St. 
Joseph: Ty Thi Cao, Marie Fair, Mary 
Terroso, Robert Wecker; St. Patrick: 
Dr. Philip Avillo; St. Rose of Lima: 
Janet Crerand, Dolly Hensel. 
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                     Compiled by Jen Reed 

Spiritual Offerings
Pax Christi Harrisburg will hold a Walking Way of 

the Cross on Good Friday, March 30, at 10 a.m. Participants will 
gather at Front and Market streets, by the Dauphin County Court-
house. Walk ends at 11:30 a.m. at Riverfront Plaza, located at Front 
and State streets. This event connects Jesus’ journey to the Cross 
with current issues of peace and justice. For more information, call 
Naed at 717-831-2642.

The next Bridges Mass and Gathering will be held 
March 25 from 2-4 p.m. in the St. John XXIII Center at St. John 
Neumann Church, Lancaster. Bridges offers a relaxed and welcom-
ing environment for individuals living with a disability and their 
families/caregivers to attend Mass together. An hour of fellow-
ship activities follows Mass. The Coffee and Conversation group 
meets at the same time to give support and to share ideas. Come 
celebrate Palm Sunday with us! For more information, contact 
Rosemary at 717-209-2362 or sjndisabilityadvocate@gmail.com.

Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey 
will be held April 4 at 7 p.m. Join your fellow brothers and sisters 
in Christ as we praise our Lord through prayer, praise, worship and 
music. Father Modestus will preside. A reception will be held imme-
diately following the Caelorum in the cafeteria. For more informa-
tion, call 717-583-0240. All are welcome, please join us!

Living Stations of the Cross. Seventh and eighth grad-
ers from Harrisburg Catholic Elementary School will present the 
Living Stations of the Cross on March 23, at 1:15 p.m. and again at 
7:15 p.m. at St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg. Please come to see 
this beautiful devotion. It is truly a spiritual event.

Assumption BVM Parish in Lebanon will host a 
Divine Mercy Sunday celebration for the Second Sunday of Easter. 
Vigil Mass April 7 at St. Mary’s Church at 5:30 p.m. Sunday Masses 
on April 8 at St. Mary’s at 7:30 and 10:30 a.m., and at Our Lady 
of Fatima Mission in Jonestown at 9:45 a.m. Following 10:30 a.m. 
Mass at St. Mary’s will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
at 11:30 a.m., Confession at 1 p.m., Solemn Holy Hour for Divine 
Mercy at 2:30 p.m., and Benediction and Reposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament at 3:30 p.m. 

 Pilgrimages and Retreats
St. Katharine Drexel Parish in Mechanicsburg is 

sponsoring a one-day Marian Pilgrimage on May 16. The first stop 
will be the National Shrine of Czestochowa in Doylestown, Pa. The 
Mass celebrant will be Father Ken Smith, pastor at St. Katharine 
Drexel. After a bag lunch break, the next stop will be the National 
Shrine of Padre Pio in Barto, Pa. We will have the opportunity to 
pray the Rosary and venerate a first-class relic of Padre Pio. A two-
hour dinner stop at the Hollywood Casino will be the last stop of the 
day. Dinner is at each pilgrim’s own expense. The cost is $45 per 
person and includes transportation, the bus driver tip, and dona-
tions at both shrines. For more information, or to request a registra-
tion form, contact Lou Schultz at 717-766-5322 or louschultz@mac.
com. Registration deadline is April 16.

Education & Enrichment
A course on discernment of God’s will, presented by 

Father Francis Karwacki, will be held Thursdays April 12, 19 and 
26, and May 3 and 17 at 6:30 p.m. at Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
School Hall in Mount Carmel. Discerning God’s will for us 
is an on-going process in our lives. Calling upon the 
wisdom of such saints as St. Ignatius of Loyola, St. 
John of the Cross, St. Francis de Sales, St. Theresa of 
Avila, St. Francis of Assisi and St. Therese of Lisieux, 
participants will cover such topics as “Attitudes for 
Discernment,” “Listening with the Heart,” “A Discerning 
Lifestyle,” “Discerning the Designs of the Evil One,” and 
“Wrestling with God in Prayer.” Registration will be held 
the first day of class. The course is recognized by the 
Diocese of Harrisburg for credit for religious education 
teachers. Any questions, call the parish at 570-339-
1031.

Lancaster Theology on Tap: Join other young adults 
on April 12 at 7 p.m. at Annie Bailey’s Irish Pub, Lancaster, for a 
discussion of “The Slippery Slide of Culture & Faith” presented by 
Tom Fertal, an active participant in many Catholic ministries from 
youth minister to Catholic High School President. All young adults 
(20’s and 30’s) are welcome to attend. For more information about 
this and other young adult events, check out our Facebook page or 
www.totlancaster.com. Theology on Tap is a Young Adult outreach 
ministry of the Diocese of Harrisburg.

A “Caring for Caregivers Day” will be held April 7 at St. 
Anne’s Retirement Community in Columbia. If you are a parent of 
a special-needs child, or a caregiver for an aging parent, ill family 
member or friend, this day provides an opportunity for you to re-
fresh body, mind and spirit through prayer and fellowship. The day 
includes a light breakfast, guest speaker, hand blessing, catered 
lunch, massages, hair styling, manicures, health checks, flower 
arranging, a game room and craft projects. The day concludes with 
a prayer service. Contact your parish secretary or parish advocate 
for more information. To register, e-mail mdiffendall@stannesrc.org 
or call 717-285-6539. There is no cost to attend.

A conference on “Matrimony: Rediscovering 
its Truth” will be held April 21 from 10 a.m.-6:15 p.m. at the 
Cathedral Basilica of SS. Peter and Paul in Philadelphia. Cardinal 
Raymond Leo Burke will be the principal celebrant of the Mass. 
Cost for the conference is $50 per person. Event is sponsored by 
the St. John Neumann Chapter of Catholics United for the Faith. 
For information, call 215-247-2585 or visit www.saintjohnneu-
mannchapter.org.

Fundraisers & Events
St. Cecilia Parish in Lebanon will host an Easter 

Bake Sale at 120 East Lehman Street on March 22 from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. and March 23 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. or sold out. Walnut 
and poppyseed strudel for $10, sugar cookies for $10/dozen or 
$5/half dozen. 

The Council of Catholic Women of St. Joseph 
the Worker Parish in Bonneauville will hold their spring 
raffle, bake sale and kids’ corner, March 25 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. in 
the parish center during the monthly potpie dinner. For questions, 
call 717-334-2510.

The Men’s Club of St. Philip the Apostle Parish 
in Millersville will be holding their final Train Show of the 
season on March 17 from 9 a.m.-noon in the church gym at the 
corner of routes 741 & 999. The event will have many tables of 
trains and train-related items for sale. There is a $4 fee to attend. 
Those who would like more information about the show or are 
interested in selling or knowing more about their trains, please call 
Charlie Sauer at 717-872-8481. 

4th Annual Topper Trot 5K and 1 Mile Fun Run. 
Lace up your sneakers! Stretch those muscles! Call your friends! 
The St. Catherine Labouré School 4th Annual Topper Trot 5K 
and 1 Mile Fun Run is coming your way! This event, in memory 
of Msgr. Vincent Topper, will take place April 7 at 10 a.m. on 
the Bishop McDevitt High School campus. Funds raised will go 
towards tuition assistance for students at St. Catherine Labouré 
School. For information on sponsorship opportunities and race 
registration, www.sclhbg.org/school. Be sure to register by March 
28 for early bird rates and to guarantee a t-shirt.

St. Theresa School in New Cumberland will hold its 
annual Spring Fling fundraising event April 7 at Trinity High School 
in Camp Hill from 6-11 p.m. The adult-only evening consists of 
dinner, dancing, and live and silent auctions. This year’s theme 
is Treasure Island. We are seeking donations to the event in the 
form of silent or live auction items (gift cards, tickets to events, 
etc.). We are also looking for guests to attend the event. Visit 
www.sainttheresaschool.org. If you have any questions, contact 
Michelle Zemba at mzemba@sainttheresaschool.org or 717-649-
8899. 

The Little Flower Club of St. Theresa Parish in 
New Cumberland is having a trip to Sight & Sound Theatre 
to see the show JESUS on July 11. Cost is $125 per person and 
includes bus transportation, dinner at Fulton Steamboat Inn and 
all gratuities. Deadline for reservations is May 21, with payment 
due in full at time of RSVP. Questions: call Rose Carter at 717-
774-6783 or Helen Shirk at 717-774-5671.

Our Mother of Perpetual Help School in Ephrata 
announces registration for the 2018-2019 school year for 
grades Preschool 3 through 8. An on-site after school program 
is also available. Personal tours can be scheduled by calling the 
Development Office at 717-738-2414. Financial aid is available 
to qualifying families through FACTS Grant and Aid Assessment. 
The deadline to apply for financial aid is March 25. To learn more 
about our school, visit www.omph.org or call the school office at 
717-738-2414 for further information. Find us on Facebook at 
OMPH-Ephrata! 

Good Shepherd School in Camp Hill is hold-
ing an Open House on March 25 from 1-3 p.m. Families of 
prospective students in grades Pre-K 3 through 8th are welcome 
to attend! Our dedicated faculty members will be available to 
discuss, in detail, our top-notch curriculum and our commitment 
to “growing faithful leaders of tomorrow.” Guided campus tours 
will be provided by our team of student ambassadors. NOTE: Call 
717-737-7261 to register for the March 25 Open House or to set 
up your own personal tour at your convenience. You may also 
contact us via email at jletersky@gsschpa.org. 

Feelin’ lucky? Need extra cash for summer 
vacation? Come join us for the Bingo Bash on April 6 at 
Good Shepherd Church Parish Hall, Camp Hill. Reserve your 
seat at www.gsschpa.org/bingo and pay $25 in advance for your 
admission pack. You may also stop by the parish office to pay in 
advance to reserve your seat. If seating is available, admission 
packs will be $30 at the door. Admission pack includes a sheet of 
9 bingo cards (20 games). Doors will open at 6 p.m.; eyes down 
at 7 p.m. Seating is limited. If you have any questions, call the 
parish office at 717-761-1167. This is a cash only/adult only event. 
Blackout game is 50/Below with a chance to win $500! Conces-
sions will be sold at the event.

An Easter Bake Sale featuring homemade walnut, poppy 
seed and apricot rolls will be held March 24 from 9 a.m.-noon at 
St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Church, Harrisburg. The homemade 
rolls are $10. Smoked kielbasa and perohi will also be available. 
Perohi are frozen by the dozen for $6. Fillings available will be po-
tato and cheese, cabbage, sauerkraut, prune, farmer cheese and 
apple. Kielbasa will be available in rings for $6 and sticks for $7. 
No orders will be taken. This sale will be in the parish hall and is 
on a first come, first served basis. The parish gift shop, featuring 
a wide assortment of religious, ethnic and Easter items including 
icons and cook books, will be open during this sale. For informa-
tion, call 717-652-0545 or visit www.stannbyz.org. A blood drive 
for the Central PA Blood Bank will also be in progress, organized 
by the St. Ann Knights of Columbus.

St. Margret Mary Knights of Columbus Council 
#14395 in Harrisburg will host a parking lot sale April 7 in 
the St. Margaret Mary School parking lot from 8 a.m.-noon. Cost 
is $10 per space, $15 for two spaces. It will be on a first come first 
serve space reservation. For reservations, contact Paul Mate-
jkovic at 717-623-1985 (leave message) or pjdlmat@comcast.
net. Money will be due the day of the sale. This will be held rain 
or shine, and is in conjunction with the St. Margaret Flea Market 
open house. 

Morning Star Pregnancy Services Life Saving 
Banquet will be held at 6:30 p.m. on April 19 at the Radis-
son, Camp Hill. The speaker is author Kirk Walden of Heartbeat 
International, the world’s largest supporting organization for the 
pregnancy help community. There is no cost to attend – admit-
tance is by invitation. To receive an invitation, contact Tom Pyne 
at 717-920-0411 or tpyne@MorningStarChoices.com. Morning 
Star Pregnancy Services exists to empower people to make life-
giving choices. As a demonstration of Christ’s love, we promote 
sexual integrity, offer material and health services, and encourage 
emotional wholeness.

“Bingo for Babies” Returns! This fundraiser for the 
Carlisle Area Family Life Center, Carlisle’s only crisis pregnancy 
and family resource center, will be hosted by the Knights of 
Columbus #4057. It will be held April 13 at St. Patrick Parish, 
Carlisle, in Warrell Hall. Doors open at 5:30 p.m., a light dinner will 
be served at 6 p.m., and games begin at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $25 
and include dinner. They can be purchased at the center, which 
is located at 155 North Hanover Street. Prizes include a fabulous 
array of gift cards, tickets and certificates from local and area 
businesses and attractions. For more information, call the center 
at 717-243-6544 or e-mail carlisleaflc@embarqmail.com. 

George Weigle, Central Pennsylvania garden ex-
pert, will present “Great Gardens for Less Work,” hosted by the 
St. Joan of Arc Council of Catholic Women on April 19 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the school cafeteria. All women of the diocese are invited to 
attend. We will have a basket raffle and light refreshments. Please 
join us for an informative and entertaining presentation and get 
an early start on this year’s garden. For more information, contact 
Julie Groh at SJACCWPres@gmail.com or call 717-566-5838.

The Annunciation Women of Mercy and Joy in 
McSherrystown are sponsoring an Egg Hunt on March 25. It 
will be held in front of St. Theresa of Calcutta School after 10 a.m. 
Mass, and is for children up to ten years old. 

Resurrection Catholic School in Lancaster will 
host a Winner’s Choice Designer Bag Bingo April 8 in the school 
cafeteria at 521 E. Orange St. Doors open at noon with an early-
bird game at 1:45 p.m. and official start at 2 p.m. Designer bags 
are Coach, Dooney & Bourke, Michael Kors and Kate Spade. 
Twenty games plus three specials will be featured, along with 
50/50 and basket raffles. Great food, prizes and snacks available. 
Tickets are $20 in advance and $25 at the door. Contact  
tquedenfeld@resurrectioncatholicschool.net or 717-464-9302.

Preschool Story Hour at Lebanon Catholic 
School. Dads, Moms and tots are invited to attend a preschool 
story hour in the Lebanon Catholic School Art Room from 1-2 
p.m. on April 18. Special guest, Father Michael Rothan, will read 
excerpts from his book, “A Squirrel’s Tale of a Crow’s Feet.” Crafts 
and snacks will fill the hour with fun activities for children 3-4 years 
of age. Call the school at 717-273-3731, ext. 329, to register by 
April 11. Event is free.

Job Openings
Seven Sorrows BVM Parish in Middletown and 

St. Peter Parish in Elizabethtown are seeking a Coor-
dinator of Parish Youth Ministry, a full-time position. The parishes 
are planning to introduce the LIFETEEN and EDGE programs 
and need the youth ministry coordinator to lay the groundwork for 
these programs and develop a comprehensive youth ministry to 
meet the needs of both parishes. A successful candidate will have 
a B.A. in Theology, Catechetics, Pastoral Ministry or a related field 
and must be a Catholic in good standing. Salary, with benefits, is 
commensurate with education and experience. Previous youth 
ministry experience is required. Experience with LIFETEEN is 
preferred. Send cover letter and résumé by April 6 to Father 
Ted Keating, Pastor, Seven Sorrows BVM Parish, 280 N. Race 
St., Middletown, PA. (717) 944-3133, or via email to frsfauser@
hbgdiocese.org.

 Our Mother of Perpetual Help School in  Ephrata 
is seeking a fifth-grade teacher for the 2018-19 school year. Inter-
ested candidates must be a practicing Catholic holding a minimum 
of a Bachelor’s Degree and PA Instructional I teaching certificate. 
Applicants must complete the online Youth Protection Program of 
the Harrisburg Diocese and provide current clearances (PS State 
Police, Child Abuse Clearance and FBI Fingerprinting) along with 
employment information compliant with Pennsylvania Act 168 
Regulations. Forward a cover letter, résumé, and application form 
available at https://www.hbgdiocese.org/catholic-schools/employ-
ment-applications/ to Rev. John McLoughlin, C.Ss.R. (Pastor) or 
e-mail johnmack57@hotmail.com. 

Submission Deadline
The deadline for submissions for the March 30 edition is 

Wednesday, March 21 at 4:30 p.m. Submit written an-
nouncements via e-mail to witness@hbgdiocese.org. No 
ads, posters or PDFs, please.
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Discerning God’s Will in My life

Place:  Refreshing Mountain, 
       455 Camp Road      Stevens, PA

Dates:  Registration: 4-6 pm on Fri. May 11 
        Retreat Dates:  Fri. May 11 - Sat. May 12

   $75.00 
Before 3/9/2018

$90.00
After 3/9/2018

Based on 5 person occupancy
Four full meals

Retreat Directors
Rev. Brian J. Wayne

Campus Minister, Millersville University

Sr. Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Director of  Formation for Wives of  Permanent Diaconate

For registration and other questions
Contact Mr. Rob Williams, Director of  Youth & Young Adults

rwilliams@hbgdiocese.org or 717.6574804 ext. 328

-- 20’s, 30’s, married or single --

All Inclusive Cost

CNS/FILES/OCTAVIO DURAN
Pope Francis has cleared the way for the canonizations of Blesseds Paul VI and 
Oscar Romero. They are pictured in undated combination photos. 

By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service

Pope Francis has cleared the way for 
the canonizations of Blesseds Paul VI 
and Oscar Romero.

At a meeting March 6 with Cardinal 
Angelo Amato, prefect of the Congre-
gation for Saints’ Causes, Pope Francis 
signed decrees for the causes of 13 men 
and women – among them a pope, an 
archbishop, two young laywomen and 
a number of priests and nuns.

He recognized a miracle attributed 
to Blessed Paul, who, according Cardi-
nal Pietro Parolin, Vatican secretary of 
state, will be declared a saint in late Oc-
tober at the end of the Synod of Bish-
ops on youth and discernment. Blessed 
Paul, who was born Giovanni Battista 
Montini, was pope from 1963 to 1978.

The cardinals and bishops who are 
members of the Congregation for 
Saints’ Causes recognized as a mira-
cle the healing of an unborn baby and 
helping her reach full term. The baby’s 
mother, who was told she had a very 
high risk of miscarrying the baby, had 
prayed for Blessed Paul’s intercession a 
few days after his beatification by Pope 
Francis in 2014.

Pope Francis also formally signed the 
decree recognizing the miracle needed 
to advance the sainthood cause of Arch-
bishop Romero of San Salvador, mar-
tyr.

Miracles Attributed to Pope Paul VI,  
Romero Clear Way for Sainthood

El Salvador’s ambassador to the 
Holy See, Manuel Roberto Lopez, told 
Catholic News Service March 7 that the 
news of the pope’s approval “took us by 
surprise.”

“They told us before that the process 
was going well and that all we needed 
was the approval of the miracle, and it 
turns out the pope approved it yester-
day,” he said. 

Lopez told CNS that he was happy 

that Blessed Oscar Romero’s canoniza-
tion was imminent and that his holiness 
was recognized alongside one of his 
earliest supporters. 

“To see that he will be canonized 
along with [Blessed] Paul VI, who was 
a great friend of Archbishop Romero 
and supported his work, is a great bless-
ing,” Lopez said.

The Vatican did not announce a date 
for Blessed Romero’s canonization.

The pope also recognized the mira-
cles needed for the canonization of: Fa-
ther Francesco Spinelli of Italy, founder 
of the Sisters Adorers of the Blessed 
Sacrament; Father Vincenzo Romano 

of Italy; and Mother Maria Katharina 
Kasper, founder of the religious con-
gregation, the Poor Handmaids of Jesus 
Christ. 

He recognized the miracle needed for 
the beatification of Maria Felicia Gug-
giari Echeverria, a Discalced Carmel-
ite from Paraguay whom Pope Francis 
has upheld as a model for the youth of 
Paraguay. Affectionately called, “Chiq-
uitunga,” she died from an unexpected 
illness in 1959 at the age of 34 before 
she could make her final vows.

The pope also recognized the martyr-
dom of a 16-year-old laywoman from 
Slovakia. Anna Kolesarova, who lived 
from 1928 to 1944 in the eastern town 
of Pavlovce, was murdered during Slo-
vakia’s occupation by the Soviet army 
in World War II after refusing sexual 
favors to a Russian soldier.

In causes just beginning their way 
toward sainthood, the pope signed de-
crees recognizing the heroic virtues of 
Polish Redemptorist Father Bernard 
Lubienski, who entered the congrega-
tion in England and then returned to 
Poland to re-found the Redemptorists 
there in the 20th century, and Sandra 
Sabattini, a young Italian lay woman 
who was active in helping the poor with 
the Pope John XXIII Community. She 
was hit by a car and died in 1984 at the 
age of 22.

The pope also recognized the heroic 
virtues of Antonio Pietro Cortinovis 
of the Order of Friars Minor Capuchin 
(1885-1984) and three Italian women – 
two who founded religious orders and a 
laywoman who founded a lay fraternity. 
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