
PILGRIMAGE FAQS 

 

WHY IS THIS PILGRIMAGE PLANNED? 

 The pilgrimage will be held as part of the events celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the 

 Diocese of Harrisburg.  The Diocese of Har r isburg was established on March 3, 1868.  

 You may read more about the 150th Anniversary at www.hbgdiocese.org/150 . 

 

WHO WILL LEAD THIS DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE? 

The pilgrimage will be led by Bishop Ronald W. Gainer.  This will be the first time Bishop 

Gainer will lead a pilgrimage to the National Shrine since he was installed in 2014. 

 

WHAT IS A PILGRIMAGE? 

A pilgrimage is a spiritual journey to a holy, sacred place undertaken with religious motives 

to usher the pilgrim into the presence of God.  It always requires leaving one’s own 

environment and daily routine and setting out with a particular spiritual purpose.  To go on 

a pilgrimage is to search for God. 

The pilgrimage practice is rooted in Judaic tradition and the journey to Jerusalem.  “I 

rejoiced because they said to me, ‘We will go up to the house of the Lord.’  And now we 

have set foot within your gates, O Jerusalem… To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the 

Lord... to give thanks to the name of the Lord.” (Psalm 122:1-4).  In the early days of 

Christianity, the faithful continued this tradition, eagerly journeying to the Holy Land to 

visit and pray at those places associated with the life of Christ. 

People embark on a pilgrimage for a variety of reasons.  Some seek to renew their 

relationship with God, while others offer praise and thanksgiving to Him for special favors 

and graces received.  Often, pilgrimages are made to seek forgiveness for sins or to ask for 

special favors. 

On Saturday, November 3, 2018 our diocese will embark on a pilgrimage to the Basilica of 

the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC. which offers 

pilgrims the opportunity to discover the supernatural power of God, to enrich one’s life of 

faith, to strengthen the bond of love and friendship with family and community and to 

experience the healing power of Jesus Christ. 

 The prayerful and meditational spirit of the journey is an excellent preparation to 

 encounter God in everyday living long after the pilgrimage is completed.  In this 

 environment, the grace of God is present in a special way that allows the person to 

 experience conversion and a change of heart. 
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PILGRIMAGE FAQS, continued 

 

WHEN DOES THE PILGRMAGE BEGIN AND END? 

The pilgrimage schedule begins at 9:00 a.m. with the arrival of pilgrims and the availability of the Sacrament of 

Penance.  The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Gainer at 10:30 a.m.  There are various 

events planned in the afternoon, including talks by Bishop Gainer and other speakers, Eucharistic Adoration, and 

recitation of the Rosary.  There is also ample time for private prayer, self-guided tours of the Shrine, and visiting the 

Shrine Gift & Book stores.  The day concludes at 4:00 p.m.   

 A more detailed schedule will be posted on the diocesan website, www.hbgdiocese.org/150.   

 

IS THERE A COST TO ATTEND? 

While there is no cost to attend and participate in the actual pilgrimage, there may be some expenses incurred, e.g. 

travel expenses, lunch. 

A collection will be taken at Mass, and that offering will be given to the Shrine to assist them with their ministry of 

offering people a place of pilgrimage and prayer, with beautiful sacred art and a richness in Catholic and American 

culture. 

 

IS BUS TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE? 

Many parishes have reserved buses for the convenience of their parishioners.  Each parish makes its own 

arrangements for departure, cost, etc.  Information should be provided through the parish.  Smaller parishes may go 

together as a region in reserving a bus.  A listing of parishes who are providing buses will be posted on the diocesan 

website in late August. 

 

IS PARKING AVAILABLE FOR THOSE WHO MAY WANT TO DRIVE? 

Pilgrims are also welcome to drive to the National Shrine.  Free and ample parking is available in a parking lot on 

Harewood Road, directly across the street from the Shrine.  Driving directions will be provided on the diocesan 

website. 

 

WHAT ABOUT MEALS? 

The Shrine has a cafeteria on the lower level that can accommodate approximately 250 people at one time.  Pilgrims 

are also welcome to bring their own picnic lunch.  While there are no outdoor picnic tables, the grounds of the 

Shrine are very spacious and pilgrims should be able to find spots outdoors, weather permitting.  The pilgrimage 

schedule does provide ample time for lunch. 

 

IS THE SHRINE ACCESSIBLE TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES?  

Yes.  There is an entrance off the main plaza area no steps that can accommodate someone with difficulty walking or 

in a wheelchair.  On this level are also the cafeteria, book store and gift shop.  An elevator is available to transport 

pilgrims to the Upper Church.   

Should you need special assistance with bus seating, please contact the parish coordinator to make those needs 

known. 

For other accommodations such as large print materials or materials in Braille, please contact the diocesan Office for 

Persons with Disabilities at (717) 657-4804 ext. 322.    

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

 For more information about the National Shrine: www.nationalshrine.com.  

 For a more details about the pilgrimage: www.hggdiocese.org/150 

 Diocesan contact for specific questions: Karen Harding at (717) 657-4804 ext. 240,  

  or email kharding@hbgdiocese.org.    


