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March 2, 2018    Prayer Vigil 
7:00 P.M. at Holy Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg.      
This will include a live enactment of the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary by young 
people from throughout the Diocese, similar in many ways to the  Living Way of the 
Cross.  This event will replace the traditional Palm Sunday Youth Mass and        
Gathering for 2018.  All are welcome and  encouraged to attend. 

March 3, 2018    Opening Mass for the Anniversary Year  
10:00 A.M. at Holy Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg.        
Please join Bishop Gainer as celebrant and Homilist to begin the anniversary year 
celebration. A reception, featuring a sampling of ethnic foods from various ethnic 
and cultural groups that comprise the faithful of the Diocese, will be held        
immediately following the Mass.  

August 28-September 8, 2018  Pilgrimage to Ireland  
Join Bishop Gainer on a twelve-day pilgrimage to the Emerald Isle,  
sponsored by Catholic Charities.  In keeping with the 150th anniversary  celebration, 
the pilgrimage will include a visit to the grave of Saint Patrick, the Patron Saint of 
the Diocese of Harrisburg.  Participation is limited.   

November 3, 2018   Pilgrimage to Basilica of the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception 
SAVE THE DATE for this diocesan pilgrimage to the Basilica in Washington, 
D.C.  Additional details will be forthcoming.

March 3, 2019   Closing Mass for Anniversary Year 
In the afternoon at Holy Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg. 
Please join Bishop Gainer as celebrant and homilist for this special Mass to conclude 
our year-long anniversary celebration.   

For more information: www.hbgdiocese.org/150 
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An artistic rendering of a  
picture of Joel and Christine  

and their recently-adopted  
daughters on the path of their  

future as a family. The  
couple adopted the  

sisters after serving in  
Catholic Charities’  

Foster Care program.

Catholic Charities Foster Care: Leading Children to Hope
In the Diocese of Harrisburg, 

Catholic Charities Specialized 
Foster Care program provides 
temporary, safe, nurturing homes 
for children who have been  
separated from their families 
by the court. It’s a service that’s 
been provided for 39 years. 

Sometimes, placement is made 
with families who open their 
hearts and homes to care for  
children in need. Other times, a 
plan for permanent placement is 
needed.

Can you picture yourself as a 
foster parent? Read the success 
stories and learn more via the  
feature story on page 9.

Mass for Forgiveness

• Mass at noon

• Exposition of the 
  Blessed Sacrament until  
  6 p.m., followed by closing  
  Service of Repentance

Friday, August 17
St. Patrick Cathedral
212 State St., Harrisburg PA 17101

www.hbgdiocese.org

A redacted version of the long awaited re-
port into child sexual abuse throughout six 
Catholic dioceses in Pennsylvania, includ-
ing Harrisburg, was released on Tuesday, 
August 14. The Grand Jury report lists the 
names of 45 clergy in the Harrisburg Dio-
cese accused of child sexual abuse. 

Bishop Ronald W. Gainer released the 
names of more than 70 accused clergy 
members on Aug. 1 after an extensive inter-
nal investigation. The Diocese emphasized 
that this is a list of accusations; no assess-
ments of credibility or guilt were made in 
creating this list. 

Bishop Gainer stated his sadness and re-
morse for the actions of the clergy members 
described in the Grand Jury Report, along 
with a promise that these actions will not 
happen again: 

“I read the Grand Jury Report on child 
sexual abuse with great sadness, for once 
again we read that innocent children were 

Bishop Expresses Sadness  
and Remorse for Actions  

Detailed in Grand Jury Report 
the victims of horrific acts committed 
against them. I am saddened because I 
know that behind every story is a child pre-
cious in God’s sight; a child who has been 
wounded by the sins of those who should 
have known better.

“As I stressed last week when we re-
leased information regarding our own in-
ternal review of child sexual abuse in the 
Harrisburg Diocese, I acknowledge the 
sinfulness of those who have harmed these 
survivors, as well as the action and inaction 
of those in Church leadership who failed to 
respond appropriately.

“In my own name, and in the name of the 
Diocesan Church of Harrisburg, I express 
our profound sorrow and apologize to the 
survivors of child sex abuse, the Catholic 
faithful and the general public for the abus-
es that took place and for those Church of-
ficials who failed to protect children.

More REPORT, page 2
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“We will continue to make amends for the sins of 
our past, and offer prayers and support to all victims 
of these actions. We are committed to continuing 
and enhancing the positive changes made, to ensure 
these types of atrocities never occur again. Since the 
turn of the century, the Church has instituted policies 
that take clear and decisive action to prevent future 
abuse.

“I want children, parents, parishioners, students, 
staff, clergy and the public to know that our Church-
es and our schools are safe; there is nothing we take 
more seriously than the protection of those who walk 
through our doors. We send every and all complaints 
to the proper legal authorities. The safety and well-
being of our children is too important not to take im-
mediate and definitive action.”

The Diocese of Harrisburg has developed an ag-
gressive Safe Environment Program with a compre-
hensive set of procedures to address allegations of 
child sexual abuse by Catholic clergy, employees or 
volunteers. This program also includes guidelines 
for reconciliation, healing, accountability and pre-
vention of future acts of abuse.

The Youth Protection efforts in the Diocese of Har-
risburg include:

• An aggressive program to root out abusers in 
ministry or employment within the Diocese. If any-
one has even one proven allegation, they are barred 
permanently from ministry or employment.

• Reporting every allegation received to the Dis-
trict Attorney of the county involved.

• Helping survivors heal. The Diocese’s Victims 
Assistance Coordinator works with survivors and 
families.

• Screening all employees and volunteers with 

Report
Continued from 1

To report suspected abuse of a minor,
please follow these two steps:

Call the toll-free PA 
Child Abuse Hotline 
at 1-800-932-0313

Report suspected abuse of 
a minor by a church official, 
employee or volunteer by 
calling the diocesan toll-free 
hotline at 1-800-626-1608

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU REPORT SUSPECTED ABUSE 
WITH BOTH LAW ENFORCEMENT AND THE DIOCESE.
Email:    ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org

Diocese of Harrisburg
Youth Protection Program    www.YouthProtectionHBG.com

1 1-800-932-0313 2 1-800-626-1608

multiple background certifications; abusers are ineli-
gible for hire and not permitted to volunteer in any 
capacity.

• Training employees and volunteers to recognize 
and report abuse. All clergy, every employee and ev-
ery volunteer must successfully complete a state ap-
proved online training program on how to recognize 
and report child abuse.

• Teaching students how to stay safe. Students 
receive instruction in age-appropriate child abuse 
awareness programs.

• Providing ID badges for all persons who have 
completed the requirement of our Diocesan Youth 
Protection Program.

• Executing a prudent and prompt inquiry and re-
porting of every accusation. If law enforcement de-
clines to act, the Diocese contracts with professional 
investigators, not clergy or Church employees, to 

conduct an independent and thorough investigation.

• Openly communicating with all involved and 
supporting due process.

• Compiling with national standards for youth pro-
tection and independently audited annually.

Anyone who suspects or would like to report child 
abuse should do so with these two steps: 

1.   Call the toll-free PA Child Abuse Hotline at 
1-800-932-0313.

2.   Report suspected child abuse by a church of-
ficial, employee or volunteer, to the Diocese by 
calling the toll-free hotline at 1-800-626-1608 or 
email:ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org. It is critical 
the Church be made aware of any complaints im-
mediately so we can take appropriate action.

More information on the Diocese youth protection 
programs can be found at www.youthprotectionhbg.
com.

“I want children, parents, parishioners, students, staff,  
clergy and the public to know that our Churches and  
our schools are safe; there is nothing we take more  

seriously than the protection of those who walk through  
our doors. We send every and all complaints to the  
proper legal authorities. The safety and well-being  

of our children is too important not to take  
immediate and definitive action.”

~ Bishop Ronald W. Gainer,
Bishop of the Diocese of Harrisburg
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Rachel Bryson, M.S., has been named 
to the newly-created position of Execu-
tive Director for Public Relations for 
the Diocese of Harrisburg. She began 
her position on July 30.

In her role, Miss Bryson is respon-
sible for developing and implementing 
the communications initiatives in the 
Diocesan Strategic Plan, executing all 
strategic communications and media 
relations, expanding the use of digi-
tal media, and overseeing the editorial 
content, news operations, product de-
velopment and business affairs of The 
Catholic Witness. 

A native of the diocese, Miss Bryson 
attended St. Mark the Evangelist Parish 
in Greencastle, and was homeschooled 
along with her sister and two broth-
ers. Following high school graduation, 
she attended Shippensburg University, 
where she earned a bachelor’s degree in 
communication/journalism with an em-
phasis in broadcast journalism in 2007. 
In 2013, she earned a master’s degree 
in strategic communications/public re-
lations from Shippensburg. She is cur-
rently pursuing her Accreditation in 
Public Relations (APR).

Miss Bryson’s career in communica-
tions began at WHAG TV, where she 
worked in television news production. 
She then served a one-year position as 
one of two official national spokesper-
sons for the American Beekeeping Fed-
eration. When this appointment ended, 
Miss Bryson returned to her journal-
ism training and worked as a reporter 
for The Record Herald newspaper in 
Waynesboro. 

While studying for her master’s de-
gree, she assisted the Communications 
Department at Shippensburg in receiv-
ing national accreditation for its pro-
gram, and completed an internship in 

Rachel Bryson Appointed  
as Executive Director  
for Public Relations

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Kim (Laukaitis) Roche has been 
selected as  Director of the Diocesan 
Office of Stewardship and Develop-
ment, a newly-established position at 
the Diocesan Center in Harrisburg. 
Mrs. Roche began her duties on July 
16.

A native of the diocese, Mrs. Roche 
was raised in Lancaster County. She 
attended Our Mother of Perpetual 
Help Parish and School in Ephrata, 
and graduated from Lancaster Catho-
lic High School in 1979. She earned 
a bachelor’s degree in biology from 
Moravian College in Bethlehem, Pa., 
a master’s degree in biology with a 
concentration in genetics from UNC 
Charlotte, and a teaching certificate 
from Albright College in Reading, 
Pa.

Mrs. Roche’s career in develop-
ment began at Our Mother of Per-
petual Help School in 1999, when 
she was asked by the principal to 
work-part time in public relations. 
From there, she accepted a full-time 
position at Lancaster Catholic High 
School and would go on to work for 
her alma mater for seven years: five 
in in the Office of Advancement and 
two in the Athletic Department.

Prior to accepting the position 
with the Diocese of Harrisburg, Mrs. 
Roche worked as a Major Gifts Of-
ficer at Franklin & Marshall College 
in Lancaster for nearly ten years. In 
that role, she worked with donors in 
support of the philanthropic goals of 
the college by securing both outright 
and deferred support.

“People think long and hard about 
how they want to make charitable 
gifts. Development is about building 
relationships with benefactors and 
examining where their interests and 

Diocese Names Kim Roche  
as Director of  

Stewardship and Development

Kim Roche

the priorities of the institution come to-
gether to have an impact,” Mrs. Roche 
said.

As  Director for the Office of Stew-
ardship and Development, she envi-
sions her role as “being a resource for 
our high schools, elementary schools 
and parishes as they move forward with 
campaigns, as they look to expand their 
donor base, and as they position them-
selves in the best way to inspire philan-
thropic support.”

Development and stewardship are 
focused on creating authentic relation-
ships between donors and institutions, 
Mrs. Roche remarked. “It goes beyond 
processing checks and gifts. It’s about 
making sure donors are aware of the 
needs of institutions, and how they can 
be charitable with their dollars.”

Mrs. Roche is a member of St. John 
Neumann Parish in Lancaster. She and 
her husband, Brian, are the parents of 
four children, ages 24-29.

She can be reached at the Diocesan 
Center at 717-657-4804, ext. 245, or 
kroche@hbgdiocese.org.

internal communications at Volvo Con-
struction Equipment.

Before joining the Diocese, Miss 
Bryson served as the Director of Com-
munications for the American Trauma 
Society, Pennsylvania Division, and 
as Communications Director for Cum-
berland County government. She has a 
wealth of experience in media relations, 
public relations, internal and external 
communications, writing and editing.  

“I am definitely looking forward to 
working with all the departments at the 
diocesan level, and all our parishes and 
schools with their communication ef-
forts,” Miss Bryson said. “I am eager to 
work with them to ensure that in every-
thing we do communications-wise, we 
are all reaching for the same goals and 
being strategic in those efforts.”

Miss Bryson is a member of Good 
Shepherd Parish in Camp Hill, and is 
an avid beekeeper.

She can be reached at the Diocesan 
Center at 717-657-4804, ext. 203, or 
rbryson@hbgdiocese.org.

Rachel Bryson, M.S.  

Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

• Aug. 26 – Pilgrimage to the Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Centralia, 
noon.

• Aug. 28-Sept. 8 – Pilgrimage to Ireland in celebration of the 150th anniversary of the Diocese 
of Harrisburg.

Job Opening
Social Concerns  

Government Relations Professional 
The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference (PCC) is seeking 

a seasoned government relations professional to advocate 
the Catholic perspective on social concerns issues at the 
State Capitol in Harrisburg and beyond. This position will 
have a specific focus on lobbying for issues related to hu-
man services, respect for human life, and social justice. 

A successful candidate should have a bachelor’s degree 
or equivalent in political science, public administration, 
communications or liberal arts. Master’s degree is desir-
able. Experience and familiarity with the workings of state 
government is essential.

Candidate must be a practicing Catholic in good stand-
ing who is intelligent, zealous, dedicated and committed 
to the interests of the Church, knowledgeable about and 
interested in Church affairs, and a creative and productive 
writer, researcher and policy analyst.

Candidate must have the ability and social skills to work 
with both individuals and groups, both inside and outside 
the Church and convey the Church’s teachings, especially 
as they apply to elected and appointed government offi-
cials.

This full-time position is office-based at PCC’s loca-
tion in downtown Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Send cover 
letter and résumé by Sept. 3 to: PA Catholic Conference, 
PO Box 2835, Harrisburg, PA 17105, or electronically to  
info@pacatholic.org.

Job Openings
Set-Up Associates

The Diocesan Center in Harrisburg has two 
full-time vacancies for a Set-Up Associate, 
one on each shift. This position is responsible 
for the set-up, refresh, tear down and mainte-
nance of all meeting space. The Set-Up person 
is responsible for ensuring snow removal to all 
pathways accessing the Diocesan Center/Con-
ference Center and may occasionally be called 
upon to undertake basic maintenance duties.  

Shift 1 is from 6 a.m.-2 p.m. and is respon-
sible for the daily opening of the Diocesan 
Center.

Shift 2 is from 2-10 p.m. and is responsible 
for the closure of the building.

Physical requirements: heavy work, exert-

ing up to 100 lbs. of force occasionally, and/or 
50 lbs. of force frequently, and/or up to 20 lbs. 
of force constantly; to lift, carry, push, pull, 
or otherwise move objects. Flexible and long 
hours sometimes required, including week-
ends and holidays.

Required skills: The ability to work with 
visitors, vendors, management and associates 
in a professional, friendly and courteous man-
ner is critical. Ability to utilize various types 
of cleaning and set-up equipment, including 
but not limited to vacuums, floor polisher, 
chair dollies, carts, audio visual equipment. 
Must be detail oriented, a self-motivator, and 
able to work independently with minimal su-
pervision.

To apply for this position, send cover letter 
and résumé to Employment@hbgdiocese.org. 

For further details, contact DonnaJoan Mat-
tis at 717-657-4804, ext. 601.
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Jubilee: The Holy Ground
Prayer Transition

By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

Many years ago, when I was a novice, I was given an as-
signment to interview one of our Jubilarians. Sister Leonard 
was celebrating her 60th anniversary 
and she was in her late 90s. She truly 
left me inspired to follow a gracious 
God. I will never forget some of the 
words that she shared with me as she 
prepared to celebrate her jubilee. Dur-
ing the interview, she mentioned, “Ju-
bilees are all about remembering what 
was, and what is, as one looks to the 
future and to praise the good God through it all!” 

In the Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick in Harrisburg, as we gather to cel-
ebrate the Eucharist, we pray the diocesan jubilee prayer. For those of you 
who haven’t come across it, here it is:  

Since our diocesan jubilee year began, my articles have focused on the ser-
vants of God, the venerables, the blesseds, and the saints who have traversed 
and lived within our beloved diocese, making it holy by their presence. By 
their lives, they pointed to a higher reality – God’s mercy and love. Their 
legacy can be seen in the faithful Catholics who worship week after week in 
our parish communities. 

But the holiness within our diocese cannot only be seen within the lives of 
those individuals publically declared “holy.” There are countless individuals 
who live hidden sanctity, who sit next to you in the pew in your parish church.   

Pope Francis explains it like this: “[T]he testimony of faith comes in very 
many forms, just as in a great fresco there is a variety of colors and shades; yet 
they are all important, even those that do not stand out. In God’s great plan, 
every detail is important, even yours, even my humble little witness, even the 
hidden witness of those who live their faith with simplicity in everyday fam-
ily relationships, work relationships, and friendships. There are the saints of 
every day, the ‘hidden’ saints, a sort of ‘middle class of holiness,’ as a French 
author said, that middle class of holiness to which we can all belong.”1 

For the remainder of our Jubilee year, I now turn to the “hidden” saints 
among us. The individuals that I will highlight have been brought forth by the 
pastors of our diocese during the Year of Faith. Through the stories of their 
lives, God’s handiwork is truly manifested! I hope the stories of these amaz-
ing men and women leave you inspired to follow the Lord closer! God bless!

1https://www.americamagazine.org/content/ignatian-educator/hidden-
saints

(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network 
Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for 
Wives in the Diaconate Program. An educator for 30 years, she is respon-
sible for Professional Development Programs for every age learner. Through 
her presentations, she challenges her audiences to be the individual God has 
called them to be.)

Thoughts
from a Catholic  

Evangelist
Sister Geralyn 
Schmidt, SCC

through the work of providence You established the 
Diocese of Harrisburg ‘for a lasting remembrance’ of 
the Church of Christ in south central Pennsylvania.

We thank You for the generations of faithful Catholics 
whose lives have witnessed to the Gospel and have 
made Your Son present through divine worship, by 
charitable works, teaching, and healing. 

For those who have gone before us in faith, grant an 
eternal place in Your heavenly kingdom. 

For those who continue the ministry of the Church 
today, bestow Your grace and strength to remain 
faithful and zealous.

And, for those who will inherit the work of Your 
hands, accomplished in and through us, pour out 
Your heavenly blessing, so that what has been done 
with Your help in our Diocese may come to full 
maturity in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 

Charismatic Day of Renewal
“Wind and Fire of the Holy Spirit”

September 22 from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Diocesan Center, Harrisburg

Keynote Speaker: Sister Pamela Smith, SSCM, Ph.D.
Secretary for Education and Faith Formation

for the Diocese of Charleston, S.C.

• Keynote address on “The Holy Spirit and Biblical Living”
• Mass celebrated by Father Francis Karwacki, Diocesan Liaison for
the Charismatic Renewal
• Afternoon presentation on “Discernment and Healing,” followed by a
Healing Session
• Breakout session for those who are new to Catholic Charismatic
Renewal
• Breakout session for young adults by Father Dwight Schlaline 
• Music ministry by contemporary group “BreakThrough,” led by 
Bob and Lori Ribic

Registrations received by Sept. 10 include lunch. 
Register online, and learn more about the Day of Renewal,

 at www.aliveinthespirit.net.

Stress in Your Marriage?
Attend a Retrouvaille Weekend

Retrouvaille is a program for married couples that feel bored, disillusioned, 
frustrated or angry in their marriage. Some experience coldness. Others ex-
perience conflict in their relationship. Most don’t know how to change the 
situation or even communicate with their spouse about it. This program has 
helped tens of thousands of couples experiencing difficulties in their marriage. 

In the Diocese of Harrisburg, Retrouvaille is under the auspices of the Office 
of Family and Respect Life Ministries.

For confidential information about, or to register for the next program be-
ginning with a weekend on Sept. 14-16 in Mechanicsburg, call 800-470-2230 
or visit the web site www.HelpOurMarriage.com.

Sign Up to Receive  
The Witness Electronically

You can read The Catholic Witness online, wherever you go! Through a free 
e-mail service, you can receive an e-mail with a direct link to each edition as 
it is published. Sign up for the e-mail service by logging on to the diocesan 
web site at www.hbgdiocese.org. Follow the News/Events tab to The Catholic 
Witness page and click on “Sign Up for Our E-mail.” 

Registration with the e-mail service will not automatically cancel your 
mailed subscription. If you prefer to receive the online version instead 
of a copy in the mail, e-mail your name and mailing address to witness@ 
hbgdiocese.org.

And remember, previous editions of the newspaper – dating back to early 
2011 – are also available online. You can find them at www.hbgdiocese.org. 
Just follow the News/Events tab to The Catholic Witness page.
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Care for Quality of Life

Palliative Medicine
(This is the second installment in a 

three-part series intended to increase 
awareness and understanding of pal-
liative medicine. It is provided by Geis-
inger Holy Spirit for publication in The 
Catholic Witness.)

When faced with a patient at any 
stage of a critical, complex or life-lim-
iting illness who needs help with symp-
tom management or a plan of care, an 
attending physician may decide it is 
in the patient’s best interest to consult 
with a palliative medicine provider.

The attending physician discusses 
this option with the patient and asks 
permission for another doctor to be in-
cluded in his or her care. Because pal-
liative medicine is a subspecialty that 
requires additional training, fellowship 
and certification, the physician provid-
ing the consultation has the necessary 
training to lead the difficult conversa-
tions and plan for the patient’s next life 
transition.

For the providers of palliative care at 
Geisinger Holy Spirit, that consultation 
almost always includes the patient’s 
power of attorney or family representa-
tive, who can provide necessary back-
ground information.

“On the hospital unit, 8 out of 10 
patients don’t have the ability to act 
on their own behalf,” explains Arlene 
Bobonich, MD. “More often than not, 
family fleshes out the story.”

The first thing Dr. Bobonich or Kelly 
McCormack, DNP, a certified nurse 
practitioner, will do during the pallia-
tive medicine consultation is establish 

Last ing Remembrances:  
People of the Diocese Share Faith Experiences

In celebration of its 150th anniversary, the Diocese of Harrisburg celebrates the faith of its parishioners through videos submitted 
by parishes of parishioners, clergy and religious who share personal memories and experiences that connect them to the faith. Go to 
www.hbgdiocese.org/150 for more information on the diocese’s history, events and “Lasting Remembrances” videos.

I would like to share my story of converting from my Baptist 
religion of 25 years in a very small church in New England to 
my current Catholic religion of 33 years and now living in East 
Berlin.

It was an interesting chain of events that brought me to this 
wonderful life, one that I really could not have anticipated. But 
before I share my story, my hope is that someone reading this 
may want to consider making the same good choice of becoming 
Catholic that I made. It has turned out to be very rewarding, and 
has totally changed my life for the better. 

There were eight years between being a Baptist and becoming 
Catholic that I sort of fell away from religion. I was married and 
raising three children, and was dealing with a very bad marriage 
that ended up in a tough divorce. Eleven years later, I met and 
married a very devoted cradle-Catholic man who had attended 
Catholic school for years. It was during that time period that I 
chose to become Catholic. 

We were members of a very large Catholic church in Rockville, 
Md., for about 30 years. I found belonging to a very large church, 
for me, was not as rewarding as I hoped it would be. I grew up 
in the country, and living in a large metropolitan area was not re-

ally my cup of tea. So after retirement, we moved to East Berlin 
about four years ago. We were looking for a small, country church 
and found just what we were looking for at Immaculate Heart of 
Mary. That move has dramatically changed my life. 

The second time we attended Immaculate Heart, I was hooked! 
It only took two visits. I quickly realized I had chosen a religious 
paradise. The parishioners were very welcoming, straight from 
the beginning. The priest, Father Timothy Marcoe, was also what 
I was looking for. He was a great priest, a great speaker and a 
great communicator.

The third year we were there, I was diagnosed with lung cancer. 
It was caught early, and practically everybody at church was very 
supportive and prayed constantly for my recovery. With God’s 
graces, I was cured. 

Today, my husband and I are involved in our church, and have a 
great new religious family that is filled with love and support. We 
are one big family, which is something I had never experienced 
before with my religion. I am finally fulfilled in my religion and, 
more importantly, I think it was God’s plan for me. I am an ex-
ample that it’s never too late to be at peace with your religion. I 
now have a wonderful and changed life.

Judy Goley
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, 

Abbottstown

Palliative Medicine: What a Patient Visit Looks Like

who they are and what their intention is 
when meeting with the patient. 

“We are the people who ask, ‘Where 
is this journey going?’” Dr. Bobonich 
explains. “We are not the people who 
look at a target organ, like a cardiolo-
gist who looks at the heart or a nephrol-
ogist who looks at the kidneys. We look 
at the whole person.”

As part of the interview, Dr. Bobo-
nich and Dr. McCormack always ask 
the patient what they know about their 
disorder, what they have been told or 
how sick they think they are, under-
standing that most patients are very in 
tune with how sick they are. 

“Once we clarify what we do and 
what the patient is dealing with, we 

move on to the real value of this meet-
ing, which is how to help the patient 
live well,” Dr. Bobonich says. “Some-
times we get to that in five minutes, or 
sometimes it is six hours later until we 
get everything straight.”

Once a plan of care is established, ad-
dressing symptoms is the second mis-
sion of palliative medicine. “We are 
here to clarify goals and to deal with 
symptoms. Very often, symptoms are 
not managed well because the goal has 
been on fixing the disease process,” Dr. 
Bobonich explains. “When you can’t 
fix the process, sometimes managing 
the symptoms is exactly what the pa-
tient wants. Not only does it improve 
the patient’s quality of life, it also can 

improve the length of their life.”
The third priority for palliative medi-

cine is determining the best placement 
for a patient following a hospital stay. 
“This involves negotiating with the 
family in terms of where the patient 
wants to be, what can the family af-
ford, is this a hospice patient, and can 
this patient return to independent liv-
ing,” Dr. Bobonich says. She adds that 
this can be a time-consuming process, 
as “it requires a careful reassessment of 
the patient’s capabilities, as well as psy-
chosocial, economic, ethical and moral 
wishes of the patient.”

Palliative medicine also requires a 
collaborative effort with other provid-
ers, most often including case manage-
ment and social work colleagues. In the 
case of a patient who is going home 
with hospice care, Drs. Bobonich or 
McCormack will arrange for hospice 
personnel to meet with the patient and 
family in the hospital room. In addition 
to ensuring they understand the pa-
tient’s needs, a lot of thought is given 
to making the right match in terms of 
which hospice and what services the 
patient needs. 

“There is a lot of networking that goes 
on even after the decisions are made to 
ensure the smoothest transition possible 
to the next living residence,” Dr. Bobo-
nich says. “Sometimes they are getting 
better; sometimes they are not. But the 
patients always feel better.”

(For more information on Geisinger 
Holy Spirit’s inpatient palliative care 
services, call 717-972-4217.)

Nov. 9-11, Camp Hebron in Halifax, PA
The Beginning Experience Team for the Harrisburg Diocese has booked 

Camp Hebron in Halifax, Pa., for a Beginning Experience Weekend, Nov. 
9-11, 2018. The ecumenical Beginning Experience weekends are an approved 
program designed for those suffering the loss of a spouse through death, di-
vorce or separation. Hundreds of persons have been helped to move towards 

successful, productive, happy lives by attending one of these weekends. The 
weekend is led by persons who have lost a spouse through death or divorce 
and are trained in facilitating a weekend. Each Beginning Experience Team is 
certified by the International Beginning Experience Organization. 

Visit the diocesan website, www.hbgdiocese.org, and go to “marriage and 
family,” or check www.beginningexperience.org. Information can also be ob-
tained by contacting the Harrisburg Beginning Experience Team, Julie, at 717-
379-0800 or Eva, at 717-495-9586.

‘Beginning Experience’ Weekend for Those Suffering the Loss of a Spouse
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Stewardship Conference:  
A Great Opportunity for Growing in Your Faith

Young adults gather for an informal dinner and casual conversation 
as part of the “P3” group – Prayer, Penance & Pub – at St. Patrick 
Parish in Carlisle. 

By Mariah Chuprinski
Special to The Witness

Life can be hectic at 23. With a commute, budding 
career and social life, it’s difficult to prioritize prayer. 

Parish life, especially extra-liturgical groups, are 
mostly catered to children and families, with young 
adults falling somewhere in the middle. Father Joshua 
Cavender, parochial vicar at St. Patrick Parish in Carl-
isle, saw a need for a ministry geared toward Catholics 
in their 20s and 30s. He began a new group at his par-
ish called P3, which stands for Prayer, Penance & Pub. 

The premise is simple – bring young adults together 
for a Holy Hour in Eucharistic Adoration, offer the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation to anyone willing, and end 
the night with social time at a local restaurant.

As a seminarian at Mount St. Mary’s in Emmitsburg, 
Md., Father Cavender heard a visiting priest speak 
about a new young adult ministry he had started in the 
Diocese of Arlington, Va. 

It was P3. And it was drawing more than a hundred 
young adults to church every week! 

After his ordination, Father Cavender decided to try 
the ministry idea at his own parish in the Diocese of 
Harrisburg. This ministry began in April and has con-
tinued monthly since then.  

“Life seems to be a little crazy when you are 21 to 
35, so I wanted to make a time when there was an hour 
of silence to be with the Lord, let him decompress the 
craziness of life, and have some time for friendship 
with each other,” Father Cavender said. 

Annalise Anderson attended P3 in July and said she 
loves the Eucharistic Adoration. “I think there’s a need 

for this ministry, bringing people to Je-
sus with fellowship. It’s a great ministry 
for people our age,” commented Missy 
Sutliff of Carlisle. 

Afterward, some 15 young adults 
gathered at the nearby Chili’s to share a 
beer and some appetizers. Father Caven-
der, a youthful, lighthearted priest whom 
young adults may view as a role model, 
posed an ice breaker to make some 
introductions. Easy conversation, and a 
few laughs, soon followed. 

“This is just a time to meet with other 
people in similar situations,” Father 
Cavender said, after leading grace. 
“We’re just having fun here.”

Warren Herman of Hanover attended 
P3 for the first time in July. Asked why 
he came, he noted, “I think there’s value 
in not being isolated and meeting people 
with similar spiritual interests.” 

There are four main pillars to Chris-
tian life, said Becky Davis of Mechan-
icsburg: “prayer, fellowship, sacraments 
and service. This event has three of those four pillars.” 

When asked if he will continue to host P3 in the 
future, Father Cavender said he was initially unsure 
whether it would continue after the summer months. 
However, after observing an increasing number of 
participants each month, he said he is glad to offer the 
event indefinitely. The next P3 gathering will be held 
Aug. 21 at 6:30 p.m. at St. Patrick Church on Marsh 
Drive in Carlisle.

Prayer, Penance, Pub: The Latest in Young Adult Ministry

“I’m open to whatever comes next. I just wanted to 
put people in front of Jesus and see what happens,” he 
said.

(Mariah Chuprinski is a member of St. Catherine La-
bouré Parish in Harrisburg. She is part of the leader-
ship team of Harrisburg’s Theology on Tap group, and 
is coordinating feature stories for The Catholic Witness 
on young adult ministry in the diocese. Mariah can be 
reached at mchuprinski@gmail.com.)

By Jim Gontis
Special to The Witness

Do you sometimes feel as though you need a “shot in 
the arm” to rekindle the fervor of your Catholic faith? On 
Sept. 19 and 20, just such an opportunity for growth in our 
Catholic faith is being held in Elizabethtown. The 2018 
Stewardship Conference will be at the beautiful Stone 
Gable Estates, owned by David and Tierney Abel. The 
property features the historic Star Barn Village and Iron-
stone Ranch.   

This conference and retreat in one, will feature six key-
note talks, 24 workshops, Mass both days, and Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament. Taking place on 275 acres, 
conference attendees can also enjoy the outdoor Stations 
of the Cross and a beautiful Marian grotto. There will be 
opportunities for recreation, including horseback riding, 
wagon rides, campfires, a vineyard and more.  

The conference features an outstanding panel of speak-
ers, including opening keynote speakers Msgr. John Es-
seff and Sister Cor Immaculatum, IHM, from the Diocese 
of Scranton. Other keynoters include Jason Evert, Father 
Michael Gaitley, Mic, Father Sean Kilcawley, Damon 
Owens, Devin Schadt, and Christopher West. Workshop 
presenters include David Abel, Crystalina Evert, Tom 
Fertal, Dr. Peter Kleponis, Rob Longo, Megan Murphy, 
John Kinuthia, Ron Hoover and Roland Warren.   

Conference participants are sure to enjoy the many key-
note and workshop topics: Parenting with Purity, New 

Evangelization in a Hyper-Sexualized Culture, Women 
Made New, Building a Family Legacy, What’s so Great 
about being Catholic, The Second Greatest Story Ever 
Told, How We Lost the Meaning of Sex, Gender, Mar-
riage & Family and How to Reclaim it, Winning the 
Battle: Porn-Proofing Marriages and Families, The Joy to 
Be, How to make Sure the Unborn have not just Life, but 
Abundant Life, and St. Maximilian Kolbe: Mary’s Instru-
ment of Mercy.

Our faith is a faith that sings. In that vein, there will 
be outstanding hymns and spiritual songs led by Marty 
Rotella of Spirit Power and well known Irish tenor, Mark 
Forrest.

Of course it would hardly be a Catholic conference 
without the Sacred Liturgy as a central focus. The prin-
cipal celebrants of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be 
Bishop Alfred Schlert of Allentown and Msgr. William 
King, pastor of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Me-
chanicsburg. The Sacrament of Reconciliation will also 
be offered on both days of the conference.

This event is being sponsored by “Stewardship: A Mis-
sion of Faith,” founded by David Abel in 2010. Its mission 
is to be an instrument of unity in the one body of Christ 
by feeding the hungry hearts of God’s children. Steward-
ship started with producing and distributing booklets and 
posters, at no charge, to churches throughout the United 
States. These resources were created to spread the Gospel 
message of stewardship, namely, that everything we have 
is a gift from God that we are to use to help others.

Today, “Stewardship: A Mission of Faith” is a family 
of ministries with a global reach, planting seeds of faith 
around the world through the ministries of the Chastity 
Project, The Fathers of St. Joseph, Integrity Restored, joy-
tob, and Spirit Power. Stewardship has collaborated with 
the Diocese of Harrisburg in various ways, including pro-
viding and filling display racks in parishes and schools 
with solid Catholic literature, providing speakers for the 
Bishop’s annual visits to our diocesan high schools, pro-
moting and fostering Gospel reflection groups, as well as 
providing promotional materials for diocesan conferenc-
es, such as the annual Men’s and Women’s Conferences.

The Stewardship Conference begins with registration at 
7:30 a.m. on Sept. 19, with the opening session and key-
note starting at 9 a.m. It concludes with a Holy Hour at 
7:30 p.m. on Sept. 20. 

Those interested in attending may register for the entire 
conference or for one day. Food will be available from a 
variety of vendors, or participants may bring their own. 
Full information and tickets are available at www.stew-
ardshipmission.org. For further information, contact Tom 
Fertal at tomf@stewardshipmission.org. 

This is an outstanding opportunity to “rev up” our spiri-
tual engines, to enhance our knowledge and love of the 
faith, and to grow in grace!

(Jim Gontis is the Director of the Diocesan Office for 
Evangelization and Catechesis, and the Director of Sports 
Ministry for the Diocese of Harrisburg.) 
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By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service

Building on the development of Catholic Church 
teaching against capital punishment, Pope Francis has 
ordered a revision of the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church to assert “the death penalty is inadmissible be-
cause it is an attack on the inviolability and dignity 
of the person” and to commit the Church to working 
toward its abolition worldwide.

The catechism’s paragraph on capital punishment, 
2267, already had been updated by St. John Paul II in 
1997 to strengthen its skepticism about the need to use 
the death penalty in the modern world and, particu-
larly, to affirm the importance of protecting all human 
life.

Announcing the change Aug. 2, Cardinal Luis 
Ladaria, prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith, said, “The new text, following in the foot-
steps of the teaching of John Paul II in ‘Evangelium 
Vitae,’ affirms that ending the life of a criminal as pun-
ishment for a crime is inadmissible because it attacks 
the dignity of the person, a dignity that is not lost even 
after having committed the most serious crimes.”

“Evangelium Vitae” (“The Gospel of Life”) was St. 
John Paul’s 1995 encyclical on the dignity and sacred-
ness of all human life. The encyclical led to an updat-
ing of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, which he 
originally promulgated in 1992 and which recognized 
“the right and duty of legitimate public authority to 
punish malefactors by means of penalties commensu-
rate with the gravity of the crime, not excluding, in 
cases of extreme gravity, the death penalty.”

At the same time, the original version of the cate-
chism still urged the use of “bloodless means” when 
possible to punish criminals and protect citizens.

The catechism now will read: “Recourse to the 
death penalty on the part of legitimate authority, fol-
lowing a fair trial, was long considered an appropri-
ate response to the gravity of certain crimes and an 
acceptable, albeit extreme, means of safeguarding the 
common good.

“Today, however, there is an increasing awareness 
that the dignity of the person is not lost even after the 
commission of very serious crimes. In addition, a new 
understanding has emerged of the significance of pe-
nal sanctions imposed by the state. Lastly, more effec-
tive systems of detention have been developed, which 
ensure the due protection of citizens but, at the same 
time, do not definitively deprive the guilty of the pos-
sibility of redemption,” the new section continues.

The Revised Text
2267. Recourse to the death penalty on the part 

of legitimate authority, following a fair trial, was 
long considered an appropriate response to the 
gravity of certain crimes and an acceptable, al-
beit extreme, means of safeguarding the common 
good.

Today, however, there is an increasing aware-
ness that the dignity of the person is not lost even 
after the commission of very serious crimes. In 
addition, a new understanding has emerged of the 
significance of penal sanctions imposed by the 
state. Lastly, more effective systems of detention 
have been developed, which ensure the due pro-
tection of citizens but, at the same time, do not 
definitively deprive the guilty of the possibility of 
redemption.

Consequently, the Church teaches, in the light 
of the Gospel, that “the death penalty is inadmis-
sible because it is an attack on the inviolability 
and dignity of the person”,[1] and she works with 
determination for its abolition worldwide.

[1] FRANCIS, Address to Participants in the Meet-
ing organized by the Pontifical Council for the Pro-
motion of the New Evangelization, 11 October 2017: 
L’Osservatore Romano, 13 October 2017, 5. 

Pope Revises Catechism to  
Say Death Penalty is ‘Inadmissible’

CNS/ANDREW CULLEN, REUTERS 
Protesters calling for an end to the death penalty unfurl a banner before police arrest them outside the U.S. Supreme Court in Washington Jan. 17, 2007. Pope  
Francis has ordered a revision to the catechism to state that the death penalty is inadmissible and he committed the church to its abolition. 

Pope Francis’ change to the text concludes: “Conse-
quently, the Church teaches, in the light of the Gospel, 
that ‘the death penalty is inadmissible because it is an 
attack on the inviolability and dignity of the person,’ 
and she works with determination for its abolition 
worldwide.”

In his statement, Cardinal Ladaria noted how St. 
John Paul, retired Pope Benedict XVI and Pope Fran-
cis had all spoken out against capital punishment and 
appealed for clemency for death-row inmates on nu-
merous occasions.

The development of Church doctrine away from 
seeing the death penalty as a possibly legitimate pun-
ishment for the most serious crimes, the cardinal said, 
“centers principally on the clearer awareness of the 
Church for the respect due to every human life. Along 
this line, John Paul II affirmed: ‘Not even a murderer 
loses his personal dignity, and God himself pledges to 
guarantee this.’”

Pope Francis specifically requested the change to 

the catechism in October during a speech at the Vati-
can commemorating the 25th anniversary of the text’s 
promulgation.

The death penalty, no matter how it is carried out, he 
had said, “is, in itself, contrary to the Gospel, because 
a decision is voluntarily made to suppress a human 
life, which is always sacred in the eyes of the Creator 
and of whom, in the last analysis, only God can be the 
true judge and guarantor.”

Cardinal Ladaria also noted that the popes were not 
the only Catholics to become increasingly aware of 
how the modern use of the death penalty conflicted 
with Church teaching on the dignity of human life; the 
same position, he said, has been “expressed ever more 
widely in the teaching of pastors and in the sensibility 
of the people of God.”

In particular, he said, Catholic opposition to the 
death penalty is based on an “understanding that the 
dignity of a person is not lost even after committing 
the most serious crimes,” a deeper understanding that 
criminal penalties should aim at the rehabilitation of 
the criminal and a recognition that governments have 
the ability to detain criminals effectively, thereby pro-
tecting their citizens.

The cardinal’s note also cited a letter Pope Francis 
wrote in 2015 to the International Commission Against 
the Death Penalty. In the letter, the pope called capital 
punishment “cruel, inhumane and degrading” and said 
it “does not bring justice to the victims, but only fo-
ments revenge.”

Furthermore, in a modern “state of law, the death 
penalty represents a failure” because it obliges the 
state to kill in the name of justice, the pope had writ-
ten. On the other hand, he said, it is a method frequent-
ly used by “totalitarian regimes and fanatical groups” 
to do away with “political dissidents, minorities” and 
any other person deemed a threat to their power and to 
their goals.

In addition, Pope Francis noted that “human justice 
is imperfect” and said the death penalty loses all legiti-
macy in penal systems where judicial error is possible.

“The new formulation of number 2267 of the Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church,” Cardinal Ladaria 
said, “desires to give energy to a movement toward a 
decisive commitment to favor a mentality that recog-
nizes the dignity of every human life and, in respectful 
dialogue with civil authorities, to encourage the cre-
ation of conditions that allow for the elimination of the 
death penalty where it is still in effect.”
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

See the beauty, history and ethnic chapels of the largest Roman 
Catholic church in North America. Celebrate with the Diocese of Har-
risburg for its 150th anniversary through a pilgrimage to the Basilica 
of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, 
D.C., on Saturday, Nov. 3.

Designated by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
as a National Sanctuary of Prayer and Pilgrimage, the basilica is the 
nation’s preeminent Marian shrine, dedicated to the patroness of the 
United States, the Blessed Virgin Mary, under her title of the Im-
maculate Conception. It is oftentimes affectionately referred to as 
America’s Catholic Church.

Bishop Ronald Gainer will lead the diocesan pilgrimage as part 
of the celebration of the diocese’s sesquicentennial anniversary. The 
last time the people of the diocese gathered for a pilgrimage to the 
basilica was October 2012.

The Nov. 3 pilgrimage begins at 9 a.m., and will include the Sacra-
ment of Penance, the celebration of Mass by Bishop Gainer, Eucha-
ristic Adoration, speakers for afternoon’s “Conversations in Faith,” 
private prayer, self-guided tours, and the praying of the Rosary in 
English, Spanish and Vietnamese. The day will conclude with a 
celebration of Divine Mercy and Entrustment to Our Lady of Mercy 
at 3 p.m., with departure at 4 p.m.

The lower level of the basilica features a Crypt Church. More than 
80 chapels and oratories on the lower level include the Infant Jesus 
of Prague, Our Mother of Africa, Our Lady of La Vang (Vietnam-
ese), Our Lady of Mariazell (Austria), Our Lady of Brezje (Slove-
nia), a papal exhibit and a hall of American saints.

The lower level also includes a Catholic gift shop, a Catholic book 
store and a cafeteria that seats 250 people. Pilgrims are welcome to 
bring their own picnic lunch. 

Chapels and oratories in the Great Upper Church – with its grand 
mosaic-tile domes – include Our Lady of Guadalupe, Our Lady of 
Fatima, Our Lady of Korea at Cana and Mary, Queen of Ireland. The 
various images and chapels of Our Lady are representative of the 
many ethnicities of the people of the Diocese of Harrisburg, and fit-
ting to ponder in this anniversary year.

The pilgrimage to the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Im-
maculate Conception will be one for “A Lasting Remembrance.” 
Buses are being sponsored by parishes and are departing from sites 
across the diocese; interested pilgrims should contact their parish to 
make travel arrangements. 

For more information, visit www.hbgdiocese.org

Pilgrimage FAQs
Is there a cost to attend?

While there is no cost to attend and par-
ticipate in the actual pilgrimage, there may 
be some expenses incurred, for example, 
travel expenses and lunch. A collection will 
be taken at Mass, and that offering will be 
given to the shrine to assist with the minis-
try of offering people a place of pilgrimage 
and prayer, with beautiful sacred art and a 
richness in Catholic and American culture. 

Is bus transportation available?
Many parishes have reserved buses for 

the convenience of their parishioners. Each 
parish makes its own arrangements for de-
parture, cost, etc. Information should be 
provided through the parish. A listing of 
parishes who are providing buses will be 
posted on the diocesan website at www. 
hbgdiocese.org/150.

Can we park on-site  
if we wish to drive?

Pilgrims are welcome to drive to the 
National Shrine. Free and ample parking 
is available in a parking lot on Harewood 
Road, directly across the street from the 
shrine. Driving directions will be provided 
on the diocesan website. 

What about meals?
The shrine has a cafeteria on the lower 

level that can accommodate approximately 
250 people at one time. Pilgrims are also 
welcome to bring their own picnic lunch. 
While there are no outdoor picnic tables, 
the grounds of the shrine are very spacious 
and pilgrims should be able to find spots 
outdoors, weather permitting. The pilgrim-
age schedule provides ample time for lunch. 

Is the shrine accessible  
to persons with disabilities?

Yes. There is an entrance off the main 
plaza area that can accommodate someone 
with difficulty walking or in a wheelchair. 
On this level are also the cafeteria, book 
store and gift shop. An elevator is available 
to transport pilgrims to the Upper Church. 
Should you need special assistance with bus 
seating, please contact the parish coordina-
tor to make those needs known. For other 
accommodations such as large print materi-
als or materials in Braille, please contact the 
diocesan Office for Persons with Disabili-
ties at (717) 657-4804 ext. 322. 

For more information:
For more information about the national 

shrine, visit www.nationalshrine.com. For 
more details about the pilgrimage, visit 
www.hbgdiocese.org/150. Diocesan con-
tact for specific questions: Karen Hard-
ing at 717-657-4804 ext. 240, or email  
kharding@hbgdiocese.org.

Basilica of the National  
Shrine Holds Spiritual  

Beauty for Diocesan Pilgrims

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
The mosaic of Christ in Majesty is seen in the north apse of the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C., during the celebration of Holy 
Mass from the diocesan pilgrimage in 2012.

A man prayers in one of the smaller chapels at the basilica. The 
diocesan pilgrimage will offer pilgrims free time to visit the various 
chapels and oratories, many of which are connected to various 
cultures and countries.
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Since its establishment on June 8, 1938,  
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg has 
provided help and created hope for people of all ages, 
ethnicities and religious beliefs – through counseling, 
housing, resettlement, adoption and substance abuse 
programs. Its mission is to foster the ideals of Christ by 
providing help, compassion and dignity to those in need. 
Visit www.cchbg.org to learn more. 

By Mary Klaus
The Catholic Witness

What do Babe Ruth, Cher, Simone 
Biles and Steve Jobs have in common?

The famous baseball player, singer, 
Olympic medalist and entrepreneur all 
were in foster care – just as 10 young-
sters now are in Catholic Charities Spe-
cialized Foster Care program.

“We provide temporary, safe, nurtur-
ing homes for children who have been 
separated from their families by the 
court,” said Kelly Bolton, director of 
Catholic Charities Adoption Services 
and Specialized Foster Care. “If a child 
cannot be returned home, we develop a 
plan for permanent placement.”

Catholic Charities’ foster care pro-
gram, now in its 39th year, finds place-
ment for children from birth to 18 years 
old, with the median age of 7. The chil-
dren come from all 15 counties of the 
diocese, although most referrals come 
from Dauphin, Lancaster, Lebanon, and 
York counties.

Placement involves training the fos-
ter parents and then skillfully matching 
them with the children.

“The top priority of foster care is to 
meet the needs of the child,” Bolton 
said. “These are abused and neglect-
ed children who experienced trauma, 
which can change their brains. They 
need special care. The primary goal is 
to return foster children to their birth 
parents when possible.”

Foster parents must have legal clear-
ances and undergo training in first aid, 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation and par-
enting foster children, as well as attach-
ment, grief/loss and other topics. Their 
homes must meet state regulations for 
foster care homes.

Once foster parents are approved, 
Bolton matches the needs of the child 
with the strength of the foster parent. 
Foster parents can be single or mar-
ried, with or without children. They get 
a monthly reimbursement for fostering.

“Foster care is child-focused,” Bolton 
said. “The foster parents need to meet 
the children where they are. Lots of fos-
ter kids are developmentally delayed 
and all have suffered a trauma.” 

She said that placement lasts from six 
to 15 months. At that point, she said, she 
tries to find a permanent arrangement. 
“Often, foster parents get attached to the 
foster kids and adopt them,” she said.

That’s what happened to Kerri Bevan 
of Hummelstown, who has fostered 15 
children over the past six years and re-
cently adopted the 2-year-old girl she 
was fostering.

“There are children in my own com-
munity that need someone to take care 
of them,” she said. “So fostering made 
more sense to me than looking at inter-
national adoptions.”

Miss Bevan, a member of St. Cath-
erine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg, 
completed the training and began fos-
tering in 2012.  Her first placement was 

Learn More about Becoming a Foster Parent
Training class for the foster care program starts in mid-September. Contact 

Kelly Bolton at 717-564-7115 or kbolton@cchbg.org for more information 
on the class, or visit www.cchbg.org for additional information on Catholic 
Charities’ Foster Care.

COURTESY OF KERRI BEVAN
Judge John F. Cherry with Frances and Kerri Bevan on Frances’ adoption day 
this summer. Foster parents are often able to adopt the children they foster.

Catholic Charities Foster Care  
Makes Bright Difference

a seven-year-old girl with a number of 
mental health issues. That child was in 
her care for a little over a year.

Over the years, the single woman fos-
tered children from newborn to 9 years 
old, all sibling groups except for her 
first foster child. She received two new-
borns directly from the hospital, includ-
ing Frances, the foster child she recently 
adopted in July.

“Catholic Charities will contact me 
when a county has a child or children 
that would be a good placement for me,” 
Miss Bevan said. “Sometimes I pick up 
the children at the county agency and 
sometimes the caseworker brings them 
to my home. Most children come ner-
vous, scared and traumatized.”

She said that some of her foster chil-
dren have seen their parents overdose on 
drugs and taken away in an ambulance 
or arrested and taken away by police.

“Usually the kids go with a casework-
er who they don’t know to foster par-
ents they don’t know,” she said. “Many 
of these children have been in survival 
mode their whole life. Most children 
come with absolutely nothing except 
the clothes they are wearing. My top 
priority is to make them comfortable 
and safe.  I try to assure them that noth-
ing bad will happen to them here.”

Miss Bevan has set up her home for 
foster children, with two extra “unisex” 
rooms. Since she never knows what age 
or gender the children will be, she has 
a supply of clothing for boys and girls 
ranging from newborns to size 14 and 
toys for children of all ages.

“At first, a lot of foster children don’t 
trust anyone,” she said. “I have to earn 
their trust. I show them their own rooms 
and ask where they want to go out to eat 
for dinner the first day they are with me. 
Usually, they say McDonald’s because 
it’s familiar. I take them there and it’s 
usually a great ice breaker.”

Gradually, Miss Bevan said, she and 
the foster children get to know each 
other. She said most call her “Kerri” 
but a few have called her “Mom.” She 
says she tries her best to keep her house 
peaceful and calm. This helps with their 
healing because many come from cha-
otic family lives and have various emo-
tional and mental health issues.

“Yes, I get attached to them,” she ad-
mitted. “I give every bit of my love to 
these children and I don’t hold back. 
They all have different personalities 
and I treat them all as if they were my 
own.”

She especially fell in love with Fran-
ces, whom she has had since birth.

“At the time, I was taking care of her 
half-sister, age 6, and her half-brother, 

age 4, because their mother was in jail,” 
Miss Bevan said. “She got out of jail 
a few weeks before Frances was born. 
Frances was born addicted to opioids.”

Soon, her half-siblings went to their 
paternal uncle. Eventually, the court 
terminated the mother’s paternal rights 
and Frances was available for adoption.

“When her Catholic Charities case-
worker asked if I was interested in 
adopting Frances, I immediately said 
yes,” Miss Bevan said. “She was the 
daughter of my heart from the begin-
ning. I had fallen in love with her.”

She was baptized earlier this month at 
St. Catherine Labouré Church.

“She’s a happy, lively little girl,” 
Miss Bevan said.

Miss Bevan, who works fulltime as 
a legal assistant at a local company 
in Hershey, said her employer is very 
good at letting her balance work and 
family life. She also said her parents 
and siblings are supportive and have 
welcomed Frances into the family.

Foster care is a calling, Bevan said, 
and not for everyone. She said she 
prayed “a lot” before becoming a foster 
parent and never has regretted it.

“A foster parent needs to be strong, 
realistic and have a lot of support,” she 
said. “I love seeing how these children 
grow physically and emotionally in the 
short amount of time I have them. I love 
being able to bring them some peace 
and love. I’ve taken several of the chil-
dren to the ocean, an opportunity they 
never had, and it was wonderful to see 
their joy.”

She praised Catholic Charities for 
being open-minded, whether the foster 
parents were married or single, Catho-
lic or non-Catholic.

In Franklin County, Joel and Chris-
tine recently adopted two sisters whom 
they had been fostering for two years. 
The young couple got involved in foster 
care eight months after getting married.

“Some people have children bio-
logically,” Joel said. “We decided we 
wanted to foster, then adopt. We want 
our kids to know that they are our Plan 
A, not Plan B. We chose to expand our 
family this way.”

Joel and Christine went to Catholic 

Charities, took the required foster par-
ent training and eventually got two lit-
tle sisters to foster. They said they fell 
in love with the girls right away – and 
the feeling was mutual.

“When we asked them what they 
wanted to call us, they choose ‘Mommy 
Christine’ and ‘Daddy Joel,’” Joel said. 
“Then they started calling us Mom and 
Dad.”

Although Joel and Christine aren’t 
Catholic (he is a pastor of a Protestant 
church), they called Catholic Charities 
a “wonderful” experience for them.

“The Lord laid on my heart to be-
come a foster mother,” Christine said. 
“My fear was I’d love the children and 
then they would be taken away from 
me. But we were able to adopt our girls. 
Catholic Charities had younger chil-
dren coming through and that’s what 
we wanted. Catholic Charities worked 
well with us.”

Her husband, who spent six months 
of his childhood in foster care, said that 
foster parents need patience to deal with 
a myriad of training and issues within 
the child welfare system, flexibility in 
dealing with the children and a strong 
support system.

“Loving a foster child makes you vul-
nerable to heartbreak because you get 
so attached,” he said. “Foster parents 
need support, sometimes from other 
foster parents. Fostering is not for ev-
eryone. But it worked for us and we’re 
open to doing it again.”

He said that foster parents who adopt 
can choose to have an open adoption 
(allowing the birth parent to be in-
volved in the child’s life) or a closed 
one. Joel and Christine soon will be 
moving out of state to be near to their 
families. Meanwhile, he said, it’s been 
a summer of celebration.

After the girls were adopted, Joel and 
Christine gave them necklaces with the 
Irish Claddagh, a symbol representing 
love, loyalty and friendship. “Joel gave 
me a Claddagh ring when he said he 
loved me,” Christine said. “We wanted 
our girls to know that we love them for-
ever.”

They had an adoption celebration 
party with 100 guests and special re-
freshments.

“We’re thankful to Catholic Charities 
and recommend them to anyone who 
wants to foster and/or adopt,” Joel said. 
“They treat the kids as people, not num-
bers, and love the kids too. They helped 
us find our girls.”
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COURTESY OF ST. GABRIEL RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY
A speaker addresses attendees gathered at St.  
Patrick Parish in Carlisle for the Pro Vita conference 
on peace-building.

By Angela Smith
Special to The Witness

How can we best carry out Christ’s exhortation to 
be peacemakers? A panel of internationally renowned 
scholars discussed this question on June 28 at the sum-
mer conference, Pro Vita 2018: Blessed Are the Peace-
makers, at St. Patrick Church in Carlisle. The event 
was organized by the St. Gabriel Respect Life Ministry. 

“The Catholic Church is present in every conflict 
zone around the world,” declared Dr. Maryann Cusi-
mano Love, professor of International Relations at 
Catholic University, and advisor to the Vatican and 
State Department. The Church occupies a unique role 
as both religious institution and state. With a seat at 
the United Nations, and diplomatic relations with 177 
other states, the Church inhabits a global platform for 
visionary peace and moral imagination, including a 
proper understanding of “the enemy.” All wars today 
are civil wars, and Catholics are often present on both 
sides. This allows for a distinctive role in preventing 

Pro Vita Conference at St. Patrick Parish 
in Carlisle Examines Peace-Building 

The Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catho-
lic Women (HDCCW) recently sponsored an art 
contest for girls in grades 9-12 in the Diocese 
of Harrisburg. Participants were asked to design 
the cover for the folder for the HDCCW’s April 
16, 2018 Convention. The art had to be an origi-
nal drawing or painting based on the convention 
theme, “Caring for God’s Creation.” The HDC-
CW thanks all the entrants for their beautiful 
works of art and announces the contest winners:

• 1st Prize of $150: Caelin Elizabeth Gram-
bau, an 11th grade student at Lancaster Menno-
nite High School and a parishioner of St. John 
Neumann Parish, Lancaster. Her submission 
was in pencil and watercolor. 

• 2nd Prize of $75: Savannah Racioppa, a 
12th grade student at Bermudian Springs High 
School and a parishioner at Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Parish, Abbottstown. Her submission was 
in watercolor. 

• 3rd Prize of $50: Angelina Capp, a 10th grade 
student at Pennsylvania Leadership Charter 
School and a parishioner of St. John Neumann 
Parish in Lancaster. Her submission was in col-
ored pencil. 

Honorable Mention:
• Sarah Gacka, 9th grade Homeschool student 

and a member parishioner of Sacred Heart of 
Jesus Parish in Lewisburg

• Kaitln Noll, a student at York Catholic 
High School and a parishioner at St. John the 
Baptist Parish in New Freedom

• Sarah Mahoney, a 9th grade student at Lew-
isburg Area High School and a parishioner at 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Lewisburg

• Morgan Everett, a 10th grade student at 
Danville Area High School and a member of 
St. Joseph Parish in Danville

• Danielle Jurina, a 12th grade student at 
Bishop McDevitt High School and a parish-
ioner at St. Catherine Labouré Parish in Har-
risburg

• Madeleine Tenny, a student at Bishop 
McDevitt High School and a member of Holy 
Name of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg

• Sophia Rueda, a 10th grade student at Leba-
non Catholic School.

• Maya Skettini, a 10th grade student at Leba-
non Catholic School

and mitigating conflict, brokering peace, and reintegra-
tion. In addition to public advocacy in the political and 
social realms, the Church consistently engages in “in-
visible peace building,” for example, religious sisters 
building schools and hospitals.

Susan Hayward, Senior Advisor for Religion and 
Inclusive Societies at the U.S. Institute of Peace, dis-
closed that women and children now comprise the ma-
jority of casualties in war. When states fail, religious 
institutions rise to meet basic human needs, both physi-
cal (food, shelter, medical care) and metaphysical (bol-
stering spirituality and hope). Additionally, religious 
institutions mobilize to advocate for human rights. In 
emphasizing tolerance, offering a fulsome understand-
ing of peace, and drawing attention to problems like 
economic exclusion and authoritarian governments, 
religious institutions transform societies beyond the 
church walls.

Dickinson College Visiting Professor of Philosophy, 
Dr. Jean-Pierre Karageye of Rwanda, noted during the 
conference that within religion, possibilities for both 
peace and violence coexist. Perpetrators of genocide 
often manipulate religious language, cloaking their be-
havior in terms of human rights. The social teaching 
of the Church is comprehensive and well established, 
but not always well understood. The laity needs to un-
derstand how to apply these rich teachings to concrete 
reality, he said. The Church can establish conditions 
which increase the likelihood that peace will flour-
ish by clarifying its moral reasoning, and by offering 
mechanisms to facilitate forgiveness and reconcilia-
tion.

Dr. Thomas Matyók, director of the United States 
Air Force Negotiation Center, referred to such inter-
personal reconciliation as the “ditch digging of peace 
making.” 

“Religious freedom is inversely correlated with reli-
gious violence,” he asserted. Where it is present, other 
freedoms, for example, of the press, tend to coincide. 

Christina Li, advisor in the Office of Religion and 
Global Affairs at the Department of State, explained that 
sometimes, religious beliefs of political actors drive a 
conflict; at other times, economic and other grievances 
take precedence. Frequently, the most effective route 
to achieving peace involves laying groundwork via in-
terpersonal ditch digging. Government’s role is to offer 
citizens the security of stable rule of law; religion can 
undergird the emergence of political stability by offer-
ing reasons for forgiveness and reconciliation.

“The Catholic Church has been part of all peace and 
reconciliation commissions in Colombia,” noted Dr. 

Gabriel Marcella, Distinguished Fellow, United States 
Army War College. This extends to the current peace 
accord between the FARC rebels and the government, 
coming on the heels of a 50-year insurgency that was 
intensified by the cocaine economy, he noted. The 
Church and the military are the two institutions most 
respected by the Colombian people, but the Church 
stands alone in its purely protective role. Since war-
fare increasingly involves civilians as both combatants 
and targets, the civilian/military divide blurs and the 
Church’s role as an instrument of peace grows ever 
more imperative.

Preceding the speakers was a refugee from the Dem-
ocratic Republic of the Congo, Emmanuel Nsingani. 
His father, a missionary for the Salvation Army, was 
recruited by the government to participate in what was 
purported to be a peace and reconciliation meeting. 
While the attending ministers were praying in church, 
the government killed them. At his father’s funeral, 
Emmanuel’s mother refused to shake the president’s 
hand. For that, her food was poisoned. Emmanuel, a 
jazz guitarist, riveted the audience at the conference 
with his frank recall of this tragedy, his utter absence 
of malice, his deep faith and the hope which imbues 
his music.

To hear the conference presentations, and to browse 
an extensive library of topics, including right to life, 
genetic modification, poverty, immigration, climate 
change, and peacemaking, visit St. Gabriel Respect 
Life’s website at www.stgabrielcarlisle.org.

Emmanuel Nsingani, a native of the Democratic  
Republic of the Congo, shares his musical gifts at 
the conference, where he spoke about the deaths of 
his parents in their homeland. 

HDCCW Announces  
Art Contest Winners  

Holy Family Radio   
AM 720 WHYF

“Nourishing our Catholic Family,  
Sharing our Faith with Others!”

Catholic Radio for Central Pennsylvania
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An Affiliate of EWTN Radio 
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If you’re interested in helping those 
in need, serving your parish, growing 
in your faith or having exclusive ac-
cess to top-rated insurance protection 
for your family, then the Knights of 
Columbus is the organization for you.

The Knights of Columbus is a band 
of brothers, a network of men in com-
munities around the world dedicated 
to doing good in the service of God 
and neighbor.

They help meet the needs of those in 
the local community, provide “Coats 
for Kids” and “Food for Families,” 
support programs that benefit people 
with intellectual disabilities, aid vic-
tims of natural disasters and other cat-
astrophic events local and worldwide, 
donate wheelchairs to people without 
mobility at home and abroad, and save 
lives through initiatives such as the 
“Ultrasound Program.”

Charity is the first principle of the 
Knights of Columbus. Knights are 
men who get things done. They vol-
unteer time to serve parishes and com-
munities, and by working together, 
they were able to donate more than 
$1.4 billion and 664 million volunteer 
hours to worthy causes in the past de-
cade.

Unity and fraternity are the second 
and third principles of the Knights of 
Columbus. The Knights of Columbus 
was founded so that men could work 
together to serve their parishes and 
communities, protect the well-being 
of the Catholic families, and support 
each other in faith and in many other 
ways along life’s journey. The Knights 
of Columbus offers its members the 
opportunity to grow in their faith by 
living the example of a charity that 
evangelizes and by personifying what 
it means to be a Catholic gentleman 
through the practicing of good works.

Visit www.kofc.org/join, and look for Knights of Columbus in your parish for information.

Join the Knights of Columbus 

CNS/COURTESY OF THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
The Youngs of Poughkeepsie, N.Y., are the Knights of Columbus Family of the 
Year at the Baltimore Convention Center. Members of the family, honored Aug. 8, 
are from left, Christopher, 17; Mary, 9; Ryan, the father; Grace, 12; Elizabeth, the 
mother; Justice, 8; and Trinity, 15. The family also includes Faith, 2, and Xavier, 
5 months. 

By Paul McMullen 
Catholic News Service

A little more than two decades after 
they met at an ice cream social on the sec-
ond day of class at Franciscan University 
of Steubenville in Ohio, Ryan and Eliza-
beth Young head the Knights of Colum-
bus International Family of the Year.

With five of their seven children in tow, 
the parishioners of St. Martin de Porres 
Parish in Poughkeepsie, New York, ac-
cepted the honor Aug. 8, day two of the 
Knights 136th annual national Supreme 
Convention at the Baltimore Convention 
Center. The theme of the Aug. 7-9 con-
vention was “Knights of Charity.”

It was the second straight week in which 
the Youngs had their minds on Maryland.

They’re the founders of Camp Veritas, 
a summer camp for Catholic high school 
students that began in 2008 in New York, 
spread to locations in Ireland and Florida, 
and spent the week of July. 29-Aug. 4 at 
Summit Lake Camp in Emmitsburg.

“We were getting a lot of kids from the 
south, enough to consider another loca-
tion, and I had attended Mount 2000 on 
a number of occasions,” Ryan Young ex-
plained, referring to the retreat for high-
schoolers sponsored by the seminarians 
of Mount St. Mary’s. “I saw Emmitsburg 

God’s ‘Persistent’ Voice Spurs  
Knights Family of the Year to Serve

has since grown to also include Mount 
St. Mary College in Newburgh, New 
York; Lake Placid Camp and Conference 
Center in Lake Placid, Florida; and Clon-
gowes Wood College in County Kildare, 
Ireland.

Like his wife, who is an assistant pro-
fessor at Marist College, Young is a phy-
sician’s assistant. They are the parents of 
Christopher, 17; Trinity, 15; Grace, 12; 
Mary, 9; Justice, 8; Faith, 2; and Xavier, 
5 months.

In addition to Camp Veritas, Young, 
41 serves as the director of the Fearless 
Retreat Program, hosted by Catholic high 
schools in the Archdiocese of New York.

Young began the camp before he joined 
Knights Council 7551 in Poughkeepsie, 
which supports both of his signature out-
reaches. In addition to running his par-
ish blood drive, he’s involved in council 
efforts that include Food for Families, 
Habitat for Humanity and Coats for Kids.

With a demanding job and a large fam-
ily, where does he find the inspiration 
and time to be involved hands-on with so 
many different philanthropies?

‘If I’m not going to do it, then who 
should I expect to do so?” Young said, 
turning around the question. “The Lord, 
when you hear his voice, it can be a per-
sistent one.”

From charity for worldwide causes, 
to helping closer to home with volun-
teer activities, to a top-rated insurance 

program that protects those closest to 
you, the Knights makes the most of its 
brotherhood.

Make a stand among them, and you 
can discover how easy it is to make a 
difference in your life and that of others.

and the fire that had already started there.
“We had 305 souls in Emmitsburg last 

week, including 70 staff,” he told the 

Catholic Review, the news outlet of the 
Baltimore Archdiocese.

The camp began at Camp Lakota and 
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Catholic Charities’ annual “Come and See” Dinner, 
which benefits its three residential homes, will be held 
Monday Oct. 22 at the Diocesan Center in Harrisburg. 
This year’s event will feature keynote speaker, a for-
mer NFL player, Kevin Reilly, who will share his per-
sonal story of finding God in hardships.

The event will begin at 5 p.m. with a reception and 
the popular silent auction. Dinner provided by 2 Gals 
Catering will take place at 6 p.m., and Mr. Reilly will 
speak at 7 p.m.

Mr. Reilly speaks from the heart and uses his own 
life as a lesson on how all of us can prevail from bad 
luck, adversity and pain to find the very best in our-
selves. His story isn’t merely about survival. It’s one of 
overcoming great adversities to become a true cham-
pion. 

After cancer surgery left Mr. Reilly without his arm, 
five ribs, and a large portion of his left shoulder, many 
well-meaning people told him what he couldn’t do. 
Fortunately, he ignored them and went on to do things 
that make people marvel at the strength of the human 
spirit when confronted with a life-changing challenge.

Mr. Reilly was born in Wilmington, Delaware. An 
exceptional athlete, he excelled at both football and 
basketball at Salesianum High School. After gradu-
ation, he secured a football scholarship to Villanova 
University where he was voted the team’s MVP and 

The Shelter Shuffle, sponsored by 
Catholic Charities, benefits the Inter-
faith Shelter for Homeless Families. 
The residential program keeps home-
less families of all ages and genders 
together in times of crisis. Since 
its opening in 1992, the shelter has 
helped nearly 14,000 clients.
• Cash prizes for top runners
• Awards for runners by age group

• Shirts for pre-registered participants
• Refreshments and door prizes
• Strollers and pets welcome
• Parking and restrooms available

Registration begins at 8 a.m. Race 
begins at 9 a.m. Cost is $20 before 
Sept. 1; $25 after that date.

For more information, or to sign up, 
contact Chris Meehan at 717-657-

4804, ext. 284, or cmeehan@cchbg.org.

By Pete Biasucci
Special to The Witness

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of 
Harrisburg has been doing “double time” 
over the past year.

Because the agency maintains two ac-
creditations which run concurrently, staff 
members have been busy ensuring com-
pliance with hundreds of administrative 
and programmatic standards. Catholic 
Charities is one of two agencies in the 
state that maintains both a state-wide ac-
crediting entity, the Pennsylvania Associ-
ation of Non-Profit organizations (PANO) 
and an international accrediting body, the 
Council on Accreditation (COA).  

“The Standards for Excellence Accred-
itation program is granted to well-man-
aged, responsibly governed organizations 
that are deserving of the public’s trust,” 
explains Tish Mogan, Standards for Ex-
cellence Director for PANO. “The board 
and staff of Catholic Charities have shown 
an extensive level of commitment to this 
process, and their pursuit of the Seal of 
Excellence confirms that they believe 
strongly in promoting a culture of ethics 
in their operations and governance.”  

Although the agency already has mul-
tiple accountabilities that include funders, 

government, the agency board, auditors 
and licensing entities, accrediting bodies 
add another layer of oversight and review.

“It is about best practice,” noted Pete 
Biasucci, who spearheaded the effort for 
the agency. “The standards that are held 
out by accreditors measure the depth of 
compliance in a number of areas and of-
fer the current thinking in terms of ad-
ministrative policies and service prac-
tice.”

Although there is some overlap in the 
reviews, the PANO reaccreditation pro-
cess focusses largely upon governance, 
fiscal and board responsibilities, while 
COA is much more broad and service 
focused. 

“Our COA review lasted a year be-
ginning with a survey of agency clients, 
board members, staff, contractors and 
community members. The process then 
moved to the creation of a self-study that 
involved each agency program and the 
submission of over 400 documents, fol-
lowed by a four day on-site review,” Mr. 
Biasucci said.

Dr. Mark Totaro, agency CEO, summed 
up the effort: “This simultaneous reac-
creditation by the two organizations was 
a monumental task. The amount of time 
and effort spent by our entire staff was 

Charities’ ‘Come and See’ Dinner  
Will Feature Former NFL Player Kevin Reilly

first team All-East linebacker. He joined the National 
Football League in 1973 when he was drafted in the 
seventh round by the Miami Dolphins. Later that year, 
he joined the Philadelphia Eagles, serving as captain of 
special teams for two seasons before ending his career 
with the New England Patriots.

His NFL career was cut short in 1975 when he was 
diagnosed with a rare desmoid tumor. To halt the 
spread of cancer, his left arm and a large portion of his 
shoulder were amputated, along with five ribs. After 

football, Mr. Reilly was a senior executive in sales and 
marketing at the Xerox Corporation for more than 30 
years. He is also a qualified peer visitor at the Wal-
ter Reed National Army Medical Center, which allows 
him to provide counseling to amputees.

Mr. Reilly is a member of three hall of fames, includ-
ing Salesianum High School, Villanova University, 
and Delaware Sports Museum and Hall of Fame. He 
is also a radio announcer for the Philadelphia Eagles 
on WYSP and WDEL. He is an avid runner and golfer, 
two of the many things people told him would be im-
possible after his surgery.

The “Come and See” Dinner will benefit the Lourde-
shouse Maternity Home, a home that provides com-
prehensive care for pregnant women and their infants; 
Evergreen House, a licensed halfway house that offers 
rehabilitation for women on the road to recovery; and 
the Interfaith Shelter for Homeless Families, which 
keeps families together in times of crisis. The three 
residential programs are located at the St. Samuel Cen-
ter in Harrisburg. 

Reservations for the dinner are $100 per person. Var-
ious sponsorship levels are also available. Cash, check, 
Visa and MasterCard will be accepted during the silent 
auction. For information and special arrangements, 
contact Chris Meehan at 717-657-4804, ext. 284, or 
cmeehan@cchbg.org.

Catholic Charities Receives Two Accreditations

Capital Region Counseling Office
939 East Park Drive, Suite 101  
Harrisburg, PA 17111 
717-233-7978

Lancaster Counseling Office
925 North Duke Street  
Lancaster, PA 17602-1905 
717-299-3659 

York Counseling Office
253 East Market Street 
York, PA 17403-2014 
717-845-2696

Paradise School Counseling Office
6156 West Canal Road 
Abbottstown, PA 17301-8982 
717-259-9537

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

In Lancaster, York, Harrisburg and Abbottstown

Mental
Health

 Counseling

• Adult Individual Counseling

• Child and Adolescent Individual Counseling (ages 5-17)

• Couples Counseling

• Family Counseling

• Faith-Based Counseling Available

• Co-Occurring Disorders Treatment

• Psychiatric Evaluations

• Medication Assessment and Medication Mangement

“Providing Help, Creating Hope”
www.cchbg.org

Catholic Charities Diocese of Harrisburg

incredible. It is a good check and bal-
ance to incorporate best practices both 
organizationally and programmatically. 
We proudly display both organizations 
logos on our business cards and statio-
nery. Furthermore, it informs donors 
and funding sources that we have been 
through the scrutiny and have met the 

requirements and standards to ascertain 
compliance and certification.” 

For information on Catholic Charities 
and its programs and fund-raisers in the 
Diocese of Harrisburg, visit www.cchbg.
org.

(Pete Biasucci is the Assistant Execu-
tive Director of Catholic Charities of the 
Diocese of Harrisburg.)

14th Annual 5K Run and Walk
September 22

On the grounds of the former State Hospital Campus in Harrisburg
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The names of the following  
deceased persons have been submitted 
by their parishes. Please remember 
in your prayers the happy repose of 
these recently departed souls and the 
consolation of their loved ones.

Abbottstown
Immaculate Heart of Mary:
Blanche Byers
Laverne Lawrence
Micheline Starcher

Annville
St. Paul the Apostle:
Donald Byrne
Francis Hemler
Philomena Wolfe

Berwick
Immaculate Conception BVM:
Malvina “Molly” Benedict
Linda McDermott

Buchanan Valley
St. Ignatius Loyola:
Alan Marion

Camp Hill
Good Shepherd:
Patricia Brennan
Norma Geiger
Barbara Martinez

Catawissa
Our Lady of Mercy:
Holly Temple

Chambersburg
Corpus Christi:
Michael Ellis
Maria Evangelista
Michael Hurley
Richard Montello
Ruth Offutt
Erma Prohonic

Gettysburg
St. Francis Xavier:
Kim Dick
Alejandro Morales

Kulpmont
Holy Angels:
Viola T. Pinamonti
Rose Zubal

Lancaster
St. John Neumann:
Mary Vasile
Walter Wasylenko

Lebanon 
St. Cecilia:
Eva Coleman
Anne Marie Kirsch

Littlestown
St. Aloysius:
Earl O. Anderson
Helena Rohrbaugh

Lykens
Our Lady, Help of Christians:
Margaret E. Yuslumi

McSherrystown
Annunciation BVM:
Leonard Burke Hicks
Rebecca A. Swope

Mechanicsburg
St. Joseph:
Mary Grasser
Regina Harrigan
John Tutka

Mount Carmel
Our Lady of Mount Carmel:
Anna Semicek

New Cumberland
St. Theresa:
Charlene Chajkowski

Selinsgrove
St. Pius X:
Marion Greene

Steelton
Prince of Peace:
Margaret A. Murray
Fjola Salerno

Waynesboro
St. Andrew the Apostle:
Margaret Rocks Camilletti Bosold
Murray O. Cool
Charles E. Kauffman
Ralph G. McLaughlin

York
Immaculate Conception BVM:
Joan Stephens
St. Joseph:
Roselyn Zeigler

Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in August  
during the past 25 years:
Deacon Morris MacAdam, 1996
Msgr. Thomas McGough, 1997
Msgr. Leo A. Beierschmitt, 2002

Father Francis Lahout, 2003
Father Hugh J. McLaughlin, 2005
Father Charles Slough, 2009
Father Joseph Kofchock, 2010
Msgr. Thomas R.  Brenner, 2011
Msgr. George W. Rost, 2012
Deacon Frank Eckman, 2012
Msgr. Thomas Smith, 2014
Father Kenneth Lawrence, 2017

Bishop Gainer to Take Part  
in Pilgrimage to Centralia Aug. 26

A pilgrimage to the Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
in Centralia, Pa., will take place on Sunday, Aug. 26. The pilgrimage begins 
at noon with the celebration of the Divine Liturgy with Bishop Andriy, Apos-
tolic Administrator of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia, as 
the main celebrant and homilist. Bishop Ronald Gainer will give a reflection 
and lead pilgrims in the praying of a Living Rosary at 2 p.m. in front of the 
historic and jeweled 18th century copy of the Icon of Our Lady of Pochaiv.  

At 3 p.m., Akafist to the Mother of God will be sung. A candlelight proces-
sion to the church for the celebration of a Moleben to the Mother of God with 
Bishop Andriy as main celebrant and homilist will take place at 4:30 p.m. At 
the conclusion of the Moleben, prayers for healing and the anointing with 
holy oils for the healing of soul and body will be held. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available throughout the day. 
There will be religious goods for sale, which will be blessed at the conclusion 
of the Living Rosary in the outdoor chapel. Food service will be provided 
from 1-4 p.m.

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church is located two blocks north 
of Route 42 in Centralia at 1130 Summit Hill Rd., Aristes, PA 17920. Handi-
cap parking will be provided on the church grounds. Off-site parking and 
shuttle van service will be provided from specially designated areas near the 
church. For more information, contact the church rectory at 570-339-0650. 

Boy Scout Troop 103 in  
Hanover Celebrates Centennial

With 145 guests in attendance, Boy Scout Troop 103 of St. Joseph Parish 
in Hanover celebrated its 100th anniversary on June 16 in the parish social 
hall. Festivities highlighted the history and tradition of the troop, its mission 
of character development, love of the outdoors, being in service to others, 
achievement, recognition, and the overall benefits of following the laws and 
oath of scouting.

The parish’s Holy Name Society, the troop’s sponsoring organization, con-
jointly celebrated their 95th anniversary of service to the church. Society 
Chaplain Jack Krepps spoke to the crowd about his life as a young scout and 
how it laid the foundation for his work and his ongoing devotion to God and 
to the Church. 

Parish clergy – Msgr. James Lyons, Father Ryan Fisher, Father Joseph Got-
walt and Deacon Tom Aumen – and Father Michael Reid II from St. Vincent 
Parish, celebrated the milestones with both parish organizations.

Twenty-seven Eagle Scouts and seven former scoutmasters attended to 
witness the awarding of the Eagle Award to Thomas J. Seymour, the troop’s 
84th Eagle Scout. Scoutmaster Jeffrey Rosenzweig, who is in his 12th year 
in this leadership role, received special recognition for his outstanding and 
dedicated tenure, the longest tenure of any scoutmaster in the troop’s history. 
Since 2006, he has guided 24 scouts toward earning the prestigious Eagle 
award.  

1991 Eagle Scout and Holy Name Society member Andrew Lawrence was 
the keynote speaker, and he emphasized the importance of abiding by the 12 
laws of scouting and living by its oath. Ron Gardner, Chief Scout Execu-
tive of the New Birth of Freedom Council (Adams, Cumberland, Dauphin, 
Franklin, Perry and York counties), and York County Judge Todd Platts, for-
mer U.S. Congressman, provided thoughts on how scouting helps to develop 
and improve the individual that ultimately in positive ways impacts the local 
community and society at large. The troop received special recognition from 
Bishop Ronald Gainer, and from state and local legislators.  

The troop committee recognized three adult scouters, Earl Hertz, Dick 
Crouse, and Ken Zinn, with 50-year veteran pins. Crouse, Zinn, and Bill 
Klein, Jr., received recognition for their Lifetime of Outstanding Service to 
Troop 103. Each of these four experienced scouters previously received the 
local District Award of Merit for their distinguished service and all remain 
very active in the scouting program at St. Joseph. Crouse is a Silver Beaver 
recipient. Zinn, an Eagle Scout from 1972, served as master of ceremonies for 
the anniversary event.

Another special guest with interest in the troop was John T. Murphy, Troop 
103’s third Eagle Scout in 1941. His grandfather was the first scoutmaster of 
Troop 103. His father was one of the first scouts in the original troop (Troop 
3) and later a two-time scoutmaster of Troop 103 and a Silver Beaver Award 
recipient. Mr. Murphy shared that he was encouraged by what he sees in the 
current troop, a troop that began a century ago with his family roots, and one 
that is “alive and well, in very good hands with a bright future ahead.”

One of the two traditional endeavors undertaken with this anniversary cel-
ebration was a trip made to Devil’s Den in Gettysburg by the current troop of 
boys and adult leaders, Mr. Murphy, and several other past Eagle Scouts to 
replicate a troop picture on the same granite boulders as the original troop did 
back in 1919. 



14 - The
 Catholic Witness • August 17, 2018

                  Compiled by Jen Reed 
Spiritual Offerings

Public square Rosary rallies take place 
on the squares in New Oxford, Littlestown and Hanover 
monthly at noon. The rally in New Oxford is every second 
Saturday of the month, the rally in Littlestown is every third 
Saturday of the month, and the rally in Hanover is every 
fourth Saturday of the month. For information, call Grace at 
717-624-2180.

A Charismatic Mass with prayers for heal-
ing will be celebrated Aug. 30 at St. Rose of Lima Church 
in York by Father Stephen Logue, parochial vicar. Praise 
and worship music begin at 6:30 p.m., followed by Mass at 
7. The Mass is sponsored by the local Charismatic prayer 
groups. For more information, call Joyce at 717-308-7245.  

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is avail-
able at the St. Pauline Center at 1150 Chestnut Street in 
Kulpmont on Fridays from noon-10 p.m., and Saturdays 
from 5 a.m.-7 p.m. The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is prayed 
in the chapel on Fridays at 3 p.m.

Good Shepherd Parish in Camp Hill invites 
all families who have experienced the loss of a child 
(through miscarriage, abortion, stillbirth or early death) to 
the Mass of Remembrance on Sept. 15 at 10 a.m. at the 
church. Please take this opportunity to remember your 
children, and to name them if you have not. Those who 
have not been given a name can be listed with your last 
name, such as “Baby Jones.” The names will be brought to 
the altar to be remembered by our parish family. Names of 
children who have been submitted in previous years will be 
included in this year’s remembrance. Submit your child’s 
name for remembrance by mailing to the Parish Office at 
3435 Trindle Road, Camp Hill, PA 17011 and marking the 
envelope “Mass of Remembrance.” You may also call Geri 
Andregic at 717-761-4789 or email your child’s name to 
andregicg@gmail.com. Everyone is welcome to attend this 
Mass.  

An Ecumenical Prayer Service to honor our 
first responders is scheduled at Prince of Peace-As-
sumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in Steelton on 
Sept. 9 at 2 p.m. We welcome our community and all first 
responders to join with the Borough of Steelton and Prince 
of Peace Parish at 815 South Second Street, Steelton, for 
this event. A light reception will follow the service in the 
gym of our parish center.

Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc Church in 
Hershey will be held Sept. 5 at 7 p.m. Join your brothers 
and sisters in Christ as we praise, worship and adore our 
Lord Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist. Father Modestus 
will preside. A reception will be held immediately following 
the Caelorum in the cafeteria. For more information, call 
717-583-0240. All are welcome; please join us!

The Annual Pilgrimage for the Sea Services 
will be held in the Basilica at the Seton Shrine in Emmits-
burg, Md., Oct. 7. St. Elizabeth Ann Seton is the Patroness 
of the Sea Services, which includes the U.S. Navy, Marine 
Corps, Coast Guard, Merchant Marine and Public Health 
Service. Mass at 3 p.m. will be celebrated by Father Fran-
cis P. Foley, CAPT, CHC, USN and Command Chaplain of 
the Unites States Naval Academy. A complimentary dinner 
will be provided afterward to all in attendance. If you would 
like to attend, please contact Rob Judge at 301-447-6037 
or Rob.Judge@setonshrine.org.

Pilgrimages & Retreats
The Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Basilica of 

the National Shrine of the Immaculate Con-
ception in Washington, D.C., will take place on Nov. 3. 
Bishop Ronald Gainer will lead our diocese on this pilgrim-
age in celebration of the diocese’s 150th anniversary. The 
schedule for the day includes Mass and time for confes-
sions, private prayer, touring of the shrine, and visiting 
the spacious book and gift shops or having a bite to eat in 
the cafeteria. Those wishing to attend should contact their 
parish, as the parishes will be making their own arrange-
ments for bus transportation from their parish to the Shrine 
and determining pickup locations, times, cost, etc. Smaller 
parishes may wish to join with others in reserving buses as 
a region. For those wishing to drive on their own, there is 
ample parking at the Shrine. A schedule for the day and a 
list of parish buses will be made available here when it is 
available online at www.hbgdiocese.org/150. 

Join Father Dwight Schlaline on a pilgrim-
age to the Holy Land from January 7-17, 2019. The 
pilgrimage includes: Daily Mass at holy sites, licensed 
Christian guide, accommodation in First Class hotels (five 
nights in Jerusalem, three nights in Tiberias, on the shore 
of the Sea of Galilee, one night in Tel Aviv), breakfast and 

dinner daily, land transportation by deluxe motorcoach, 
roundtrip motorcoach from Shippensburg to Washington 
Dulles Airport, roundtrip airfare from Dulles to Tel Aviv 
on Lufthansa, and more, for $3,289 per person/double 
occupancy. For complete details, please contact Karen 
Hurley at k.m.hurley1@gmail.com or George’s Interna-
tional Tours at (800) 566-7499, sales@georgesintl.com or 
visit www.georgesintl.com. 

Join Father Kenneth Smith on a pilgrim-
age to Marian Shrines in Portugal, Spain, and 
France from October 15-26, 2018. The pilgrimage 
includes: Daily Mass, professional tour manager and local 
guides, accommodation in First Class hotels (two nights 
in Fatima, one night in Salamanca, one night in Avila, one 
night in Zaragoza, two nights in Lourdes, three nights in 
Barcelona), breakfast and dinner daily, land transporta-
tion by deluxe motorcoach, roundtrip motorcoach from 
Mechanicsburg to Philadelphia Airport, roundtrip airfare 
from Philadelphia on nonstop flights with American 
Airlines, and more, for $3,499 per person/double occu-
pancy. For complete details, please contact Karen Hurley 
at k.m.hurley1@gmail.com or George’s International 
Tours at (800) 566-7499, sales@georgesintl.com or visit 
www.georgesintl.com. 

Third Order Secular Carmelites of Ely-
sburg invite you to attend a retreat Sept. 28-30 at 
Villa Sacred Heart in Danville. The retreat master is 
Father Salvatore Scuirba, O.C.D., Provincial Delegate 
of the Washington Province. Father Sal’s theme is “The 
Experience of God.” For information on accommodations, 
schedule of activities, cost and registration, contact Meg 
Geffken at meggef@epix.net or 570-925-6264. 

The 8th pilgrimage to the Missionaries of 
the Poor in Kingston, Jamaica, with parishioners 
of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Abbottstown, will 
take place Nov. 11-17, 2018. The group will be assist-
ing with the care of homeless and abandoned children 
and adults. Estimated airline is $600 or less; passport 
required. For more information, contact Roy Wainwright 
at roywainwright3@gmail.com or 717-586-8412. For more 
information, visit www.moptearsofjoy.org.

A pilgrimage to the National Shrine of St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton in Emmitsburg, Md., is being 
sponsored by St. Catherine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg 
on Sept. 27 with departure at 8:45 a.m. and return at 4 
p.m. Experience spiritual renewal and rejuvenation on 
the land where St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, the first native-
born American saint, lived and labored. Immerse yourself 
in “the Valley of Blessings,” as St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
referred to the beautiful and inspiring Saint Joseph’s Val-
ley, where the shrine is nestled in Emmitsburg. Our day 
will include orientation and film, historic homes guided 
tour, chapel and altar of relics tour, Mass, Confession, 
Adoration, Rosary and personal time for prayer, viewing 
exhibits and walking the grounds. The cost of $30 per per-
son includes all tours and transportation by deluxe motor 
coach leaving/returning from St. Catherine Labouré. For 
more information or ticket purchase, contact Deb at the 
parish office: 717-564-1321 or dsalldin@gmail.com.

Oblates of St. Benedict annual retreat will 
be held at St. Joseph Parish in Lancaster on Sept. 8. 
“Accountability” will be presented by Brother Zachary 
Wilberding, OSB. We will also have a guided tour of 
beautiful, historic St. Joseph’s upper church.The retreat is 
open to all. Brother Zachary Wilberding’s current assign-
ments at St. Meinrad include vocation director, continuing 
formation for lay students, prison ministry, editor of the 
community bulletin, dean of three oblate chapters, retreat 
director and director of public reading. The day will begin 
with Mass in the lower church at 8:15 a.m.; bring your 
own bag lunch (coffee/drinks will be provided).The retreat 
will conclude at 3:15 p.m. Cost for the day is $15 per 
person. Reservations are required. Deadline for registra-
tion and non-refundable payment is Sept. 4. Contact 
Sharon Ogden at 717-560-2873 or seojogden2@aol.com 
for further information or a flyer.

Education & Enrichment
Catholic inspirational speaker Allison 

Gringas will present “Building a Firm Foundation 
of Faith,” a day-long event to be held at Immaculate 
Conception BVM Parish in New Oxford Aug. 25 from 8 
a.m.-3 p.m. Allison will share the easy and powerful ways 
we can incorporate prayer, sacrament and Scripture into 
our everyday life to strengthen our faith. Cost of $20 per 
person includes lunch. Register in advance by contacting 
Pete Socks at pete.socks@gmail.com or 717-521-3137, 

and indicate choice of American cold cut, turkey or Italian 
sub. Checks payable to Immaculate Conception Church, 
106 Carlisle St., New Oxford, PA 17350, with “ICC retreat” 
in the memo line.

“God, Country and Notre Dame,” a humorous 
and historical lecture on the history of the United States 
through the lens of Notre Dame, will be presented Aug. 
29 at 7 p.m. at York Catholic High School. Brian S. Collier, 
Ph.D., a member of the faculty for the Alliance for Catholic 
Education and a fellow in the Institute for Education Initia-
tives, will offer the presentation as part of the Hesburgh 
Lecture Series, which brings the Notre Dame campus to 
its alumni and friends throughout the country. The event 
is free of charge and open to the public. For information, 
contact Dana Slevin at 717-999-4959.

Surviving Divorce program. St. John the Baptist 
Parish in New Freedom announces a new ministry that will 
bring hope and healing to those who have experienced 
the pain and loneliness of a broken marriage. “Surviving 
Divorce” includes 12 video presentations featuring a psy-
chologist, priests and personal testimonies from Catholic 
men and women who have experienced the breakdown of 
their family. Topics covered include shock and grief, anger 
and forgiveness, money issues, dealing with children and 
a former spouse, and annulment and remarriage. This 
program is for the newly separated and divorced and 
those who are still struggling many years later. It will help 
them find answers to their questions, restore their hope, 
and begin authentic healing. This program is based on the 
teachings of the Catholic Church and is open to anyone 
who needs comfort, counsel, and clarity after divorce. For 
more information about the “Surviving Divorce” program, 
visit http://www.catholicsdivorce.com. The program begins 
Sept. 18 at 6:45 pm. An $18 fee includes the “Surviving 
Divorce” Personal Guide and all program materials. Please 
e-mail facilitators Deb Cousin at deb.cousin@verizon.net 
or Pat Smith at dontel972@aol.com or call the parish office 
at 717-235-2156 for more information.

Fundraisers & Events
Holy Spirit Knights of Columbus Council 

#10502 in Palmyra is holding a golf outing at Iron Val-
ley Golf Club in Lebanon on Aug. 25. A 4-person scramble 
format with 8 a.m. shotgun start. $85 per person fee 
includes range balls, beverages, chicken and BBQ pork 
lunch, as well as numerous raffles and prizes. Register 
online at www.spiritscramble.com. Contact Dane Schoen-
baum at 717-304-3493 or dane.schoenbaum@gmail.
com with any questions.

Washington, D.C., trip with J.O.Y. (Just Older 
Youth), the 50+ ministry of St. Joseph Parish in York, Sept. 
15. Leaving St. Joseph Parish at 8 a.m., returning at 6 
p.m. Price of $60 includes bus, tip and lunch. Arriving at 
St. John Paul II National Shrine at approximately 10 a.m. 
Mass will be celebrated there. No admission price for the 
Shrine. Individual donations will be accepted. The Shrine 
is sponsored by the Knights of Columbus. The Capuchin 
College will be our lunch site at 1 p.m. There will be faith 
sharing and the Rosary. Capuchin Brother Tage Danielson 
has planned this day for us, and has games with prizes 
planned. Brother Tage will be ordained a priest in Decem-
ber. RSVP by Aug. 31. Contact Margaret Miller at 717-266-
4765.

St. Joseph Parish in York will hold its annual 
yard sale Sept. 1 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Shop for bargains 
with over 100 vendors, plus specialty food items for sale. 
Yard sale spaces are filling up, reserve your space now. 
Outside yard sale spaces are $25 and include two parking 
lot spaces; vendors should bring their own tables. New 
this year, inside yard sale spaces are $35 and include 
two provided tables, per space. Make checks or money 
orders payable to St. Joseph Church, memo line – Yard 
Sale 2018 – and mail to St. Joseph Church, 2935 Kingston 
Road, York PA 17402. Yard sale spaces must be reserved 
in advance, contact Marie Nelson at nelson@sjy.org or 
717-755-7503 with any questions.

The Men’s Club at Immaculate Conception 
BVM Parish in Fairfield will be holding an all-you-
can-eat spaghetti dinner in the parish hall Aug. 26 from 3-6 
p.m. Dinner includes spaghetti, meatballs, sausage, salad, 
bread stick, drinks and dessert. The cost is $8 for adults, 
$5 for children 6 to 12, and under 6 free. For information, 
call 717-642-8815.

Bishop McDevitt High School in Harrisburg 
is hosting a 1960’s All Decade Reunion, “Marching on to 
100 Years!” on Sept. 1 at the Radisson Penn-Harris in 
Camp Hill from 6-11 p.m. Cost is $45 per person. Register 
online www.bishopmcdevitt.org or call Cheri Comasco at 
717-236-7973, ext. 2133.

Diocesan Notebook continues on page 15
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Harrisburg Catholic High School grads from 
the 1930’s, 1940’s, and 1950’s are invited to an All Decade 
Reunion on Aug. 26 from 1-4 p.m. at the Sheraton Harrisburg 
Hershey. Cost is $35 per person. Register online at www.
bishopmcdevitt.org or call Cheri Comasco at 717-236-7973, 
ext. 2133.  

Divine Redeemer Parish in Mount Carmel will 
hold a designer purse bingo in Divine Mercy Hall (400 Block 
of West Cherry Street) Aug. 26. Doors will open at 1 p.m. and 
bingo starts at 2 p.m. Save your seat! Call-ahead tickets are 
$20. Tickets at the door are $25. Call 570-590-5849.

St. Joseph Parish in Hanover will have an indoor 
yard sale Aug. 18 from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. in the parish social hall, 
5125 Grandview Road. Breakfast and lunch meals will be 
available for purchase. Many vendors are signed up. Pro-
ceeds to benefit St. Joseph Parish.

St. John the Baptist Parish in New Freedom is 
holding a golf outing at Bon Air Country Club in Glen Rock on 
Sept. 14. A 4-person scramble format starting with a continen-
tal breakfast at 7:30 a.m. and a shotgun start at 9 a.m. $100 
per person fee includes range balls, beverages, chicken and 
pulled pork lunch, as well as numerous raffles and prizes. To 
register, contact Kathy Scheibner at the parish office at 717-
235-2156 or Greg Martin at 717-858-5818.

St. Catherine of Siena Parish Knights of Co-
lumbus, Quarryville, will have a cash bingo on Aug. 16, 
Sept. 13 and Oct. 18. Doors open 5:30 p.m., and games begin 
at 6 p.m. There will be plenty of food, drinks and goodies. The 
card prices are $1 per card, up to 36 cards. Come and enjoy 
the fun and fellowship.

The 2nd Annual Central Pennsylvania Crab, 
Beer and Wine Festival will be held Sept. 15. Trinity 
High School in Camp Hill and the West Shore YMCA will host 
the event, which includes artisan beer and wine from Central 
PA’s finest craft breweries and wineries, delicious steamed 
Harbor House crabs, and Redd’s barbeque, all while listening 
to live music. A portion of all proceeds will benefit the Central 
PA Food Bank. All-you-care-to-taste event will be held at 
Trinity High School. All individuals attending must be 21 years 
old and have identification. Tents, tables and chairs; event is 
rain or shine. Individual tickets for all-you-can-eat-food and 
two drinks are $60 before Sept. 14, and $70 the day of event. 
All-you-can-drink wristbands are $35. Visit www.pacrabfest.
org for tickets and more info.

Tee off with alumni and friends of Bishop 
McDevitt High School at the Centennial Celebration 
Golf Tournament on Sept. 10 at The Country Club of Harris-
burg. Registration begins at 11:30 a.m., with a 1 p.m. shotgun 
start. Enjoy refreshments on and off the course, skill competi-
tions, raffles for prizes, and a dinner & awards ceremony. Pro-
ceeds from this year’s tournament benefit Bishop McDevitt 
students in need of financial assistance. To register for the 
tournament or to become a tournament sponsor, contact Cheri 
Comasco at 717-236-7973 or ccomasco@bishopmcdevitt.org.

St. Margaret Mary Flea Market: New items every 
week! Donations accepted during business hours, tax receipts 
given. Think of us when you are cleaning out your closets, 
garages, attics and kitchens. Hours of operation: every 
Wednesday morning from 9:30 a.m.-noon; first Saturday of 
each month from 8 a.m.-noon; third Thursday of each month 
from 3-7 p.m. We do not accept large furniture items, TVs or 
electronic items. Blankets, sheets and comforters are need-
ed. Please attach a piece of tape on the sheet set/comforter 
and mark its size. St. Margaret Mary Flea Market is located at 
2821 Herr St., Penbrook. The entrance is located across from 
the school parking lot in the lower level of the Parish Activities 
Center. The flea market is looking for a PR volunteer to help 
with advertising, and cashiers during sale days. Call the par-
ish office for more details 717-233-3062.

Lancaster Catholic High School will host the sec-
ond annual Crusader Legacy Golf Classic on Sept. 24 at Bent 
Creek Country Club. The event benefits the LCHS Crusader 
Legacy Scholarship to assist the children and grandchildren of 
Lancaster Catholic alumni in continuing the tradition of excel-
lence. Various sponsorship opportunities are available. Cost 
for an individual golfer is $250, and includes greens fee, lunch 
and dinner, and golfer kit. Cost for individual spectator and 
dinner guest is $100. For information and registration, contact 
Joe Sahd at jsahd@lchsyes.org or 717-509-0313.

A designer purse, accessory and craft raffle 
featuring jewelry, watches, scarves and more, will be held at 
the Pauline House at 1136 Chestnut Street in Kulpmont on 
Aug. 24 and 25 from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Cost is 26 tickets for $20, 
or 11 tickets for $10. Extra sheets are half price. Homemade 
food and beverages available for eat-in or take-out. Need 
not be present to win. Pauline House is handicap accessible; 
park out back. Proceeds benefit the St. Pauline Society. For 
information, call JoAnn at 570-259-9299.

St. Anne-Neumann Travel Club in Lancaster 
will host “Faith, Family and Freedom: Harriet Tubman and the 

Underground Railroad” with a bus trip Sept. 24 to Maryland’s 
eastern shore to explore the childhood and young adult years 
of Harriet Tubman’s life. Lunch included. Motorcoach will 
depart St. John Neumann Parish in Lancaster at 6:30 a.m., 
and return at 9:15 p.m. All-inclusive price is $158 per person. 
To request a tour flier, or to RSVP, contact John Feyock at 
717-569-1033.

The Pastoral Care Department of St. Anne’s 
Retirement Community in Columbia is seeking vol-
unteer Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion to assist in 
ministering to our Catholic residents. We celebrate daily Mass 
at 10:15 a.m. Volunteer hours are flexible, however the most 
helpful time is during the week, 9-11 a.m. If possible, your 
additional help in transporting residents in wheelchairs to and 
from Mass would be greatly appreciated. If interested, please 
contact Ken Giovanelli, Director of Pastoral Care, at 717-285-
6121, or e-mail ken.giovanelli@stannesrc.org.

Help the Homeless through Mychal’s Mes-
sage. Mychal’s Message is accepting donations in its 17th an-
nual distribution of new underwear and socks to the homeless. 
The ministry was founded by Kelly Ann Lynch, a member of 
St. Leo the Great Parish in Rohrerstown, following the tragedy 
of Sept. 11, 2001. A donation of $9.11 will provide a package 
of “Blessed Bloomers” to a homeless man or woman living on 
the street. Visit www.mychalsmessage.org or on Facebook 
(Mychal’s Message). “Blessed Bloomers” will be given away 
beginning Sept. 11 and continue through Christmas. For more 
information, contact Sharon Hickey, OFS, at 717-203-0746.

Good Shepherd School in Camp Hill is celebrat-
ing its 65th year with some exciting new events. “GSS Okotber-
fest” will will take place on Oct. 13 from 3-7 p.m. at the school, 
at 3400 Market Street. GSS Oktoberfest will provide fall fun 
for the whole family, and will feature food & beverages, music, 
crafts & games, inflatables and more! If you are a GSS alumni, 
please update your contact info at gsschpa.org/alumni, and 
stop by our Alumni Tent at Oktoberfest. We love to hear what 
our GSS grads are up to! Volunteers are needed to provide 
food and craft items, and to assist with the Oktoberfest festivi-
ties. Contact Jessica LeTersky at jletersky@gsschpa.org or 
717-737-7261 for more info.

Fleas to Fortunes: Start saving your treasures for 
the Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish Flea Market 
and Food Sale in the parish parking lot, Harrisburg, on Sept. 
22 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Vendors can reserve a spot for $15 
each. For more information, please call or e-mail Brenda Lee 
at 717-602-2361 or BrendaCLee@verizon.net. This is a great 
opportunity to put coins in your pocket, share treasures with 
others, and raise funds for the parish all at the same time.

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish in 
Harrisburg will hold its annual picnic Aug. 25 from noon-
5 p.m. on the rectory lawn. Fun, food and entertainment for 
all ages. Bring your favorite instrument—jam sessions are 
welcome too! If your last name begins with: A-F please bring 
appetizers or salads; G-M please bring vegetables or casse-
roles; N-R please bring entrees or ethnic dishes; R-Z please 
bring desserts and drinks. Seating is limited, so bring a lawn 
chair and sun hat.

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Williamstown 
is having a meat raffle. The prizes are $150, $100, $75, $50, 
and $25 gift certificates to MarLin Markets. Drawing will be 
Sept. 2 after the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Tickets are $2 each and 
can be purchased by calling Dawn at 717-647-9124, JoAnn at 
717-647-2287 or any member of the PCCW.

The Knights of Columbus Council #3625 in 
Steelton is sponsoring a sub sale on Sept. 8. The 12 inch 
subs – ham and cheese, Italian or turkey and cheese – are 
available to order at $6 each. Call Prince of Peace Parish 
Office at 717-985-1330 or Ron Benkovic at 717-939-9914. 
Orders may be picked up on Sept. 8 in the gym of the Parish 
Center at 815 South Second Street, Steelton, from 10 a.m.-
noon.

The 60th reunion of the Class of 1958 from 
Reading Central Catholic High School will be held 
Sept. 16. The CCHS Reunion Committee invites all alumni 
of the Class of 1958 to attend the reunion. Holy Mass will be 
held at 10 a.m. at Holy Rosary Church, 3rd and Franklin Street. 
A cash bar will open at 11:30 a.m. and a plated luncheon will 
be served at noon at the Double Tree by Hilton Reading at 
701 Penn Street. To make a reservation, or for any questions, 
please contact Don Hassenbein, Reunion Committee Member, 
at dhassenbein@comcast.net or 717-838-6307.

The Conewago District Council of Catholic 
Women will hold the 81st Annual Mass & Dinner on Sept. 
13 at St. Francis Xavier Church in Gettysburg. Mass is at 6 
p.m. and will be celebrated by Father Michael Reid, CDCCW 
Spiritual Advisor. Following Mass, dinner will be held at the Lu-
theran Seminary Refectory. Menu includes chicken, wild rice, 
green beans, salad, dessert and beverages at $20 pp. Guest 
speaker Sister Marianne Therese Lallone, Vocation Director 
at Immaculata University, will share insights about the NCCW 
Vocation Purse Club, an exciting program that assists young 
women considering the religious life. For reservations, contact 
Nancy Newbold at 717 420-5145 or johnnewbold@yahoo.com 
by Aug. 31.

“Swing for the Sisters” golf tournament to 
benefit the Sisters of St. Joseph will be held Sept. 29 at Flat-
bush Golf Course in Littlestown. Four-person scramble format. 
Registration and continental breakfast from 7-8:30 p.m., shot-
gun start at 8:30 a.m., and lunch and awards and noon. Prizes 
for first place, closest to the pin and longest drive in men’s 
and women’s categories. Various sponsorship levels avail-
able. Cost of $75 per golfer, $300 per foursome. Cost includes 
breakfast, greens fees, cart and lunch. Call 1-800-482-6510 or 
e-mail development@ssjphila.org.

St. Anne-Neumann Travel Club in Lancaster will 
host a trip to the Seeing Eye Dog School in New Jersey Oct. 
10-11. Trip includes a vision to the New Jersey governor’s 
residence, a working orchard, and the main campus of the 
Seeing Eye Dog School. Depart St. John Neumann Church 
in Lancaster Oct. 10 at 7:45 a.m. Cost varies from $268-$384 
based on per person room occupancy. For information, con-
tact John Feyock at 717-569-1033.

Annual Buchanan Valley Picnic Aug. 25 from noon 
until dusk, rain or shine, at the picnic grove at St. Ignatius 
Loyola Parish, Orrtanna. Home-cooked family-style ham and 
chicken dinners served all day, $10 for adults; $4 for children 
ages 6-12; and free for ages 5 and under. Picnic has been a 
tradition for over 175 years, in the beautiful hills of Buchanan 
Valley, known for the capture of Mary Jemison in 1758 by Na-
tive Americans. Old-fashioned picnic with games for children, 
drawings, bingo, music, and good food. Contact St. Ignatius 
Loyola Parish at 717-677-8012. Email: stignatiusofloyola@
hbgdiocese.org. Website: www.stignatiusofloyola.org. 

St. Mark and St. Luke Parishes’ End of Summer 
Bazaar Aug. 18 from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. in the St. Mark Parish 
Hall, Greencastle. Homemade baked goods, basket raffles, a 
silent auction featuring hand painted pictures, several items 
by Woodturners, Intarsia Wood Art, Jewelry etc.,  plant sale, 
book sale, kids’ games, bounce house, face painting and 
more! Lunch will include beef brisket sandwiches, sausage 
& pepper subs, meatball subs, hot dogs, pierogis, macaroni 
& cheese, potato salad, cole slaw and ice cream. The DJ 
Speaks will be sponsoring a photo booth with fun music and 
prizes. No admission fee.  For more information, contact Mary 
Witmer at mtwitmer@comcast.net or at 717-597-7645. 

St. Catherine Labouré Parish’s 3rd annual Din-
ner on Derry Food Truck Fest Aug. 19 from 1-6 p.m. on 
the parish campus in Harrisburg. Food truck vendors for every 
taste (even vegetarian!). Slow-cooked BBQ, cheesesteak 
sandwiches, peperoni stuffed pretzels, plus plenty of sweet 
treats. Bingo, raffles, face-painting, indoor mini-golf, plus 
surprises for the adventurous. Information at www.sclhbg.org.

Catholic men and women volunteers are 
needed for prison/work release ministry team (about 4-6 
hours monthly), visiting Keystone Correctional Center in Har-
risburg. No experience necessary; orientation to be scheduled 
by the Prison Christian Growth Group (PCGG). Find informa-
tion at http://www.pcggprisonministry.org/. Contact Terry Keat-
ing at trking8@hotmail.com or call 717-512-0144. 

Job Openings
    Coordinator of Parish Youth Ministry 

– Seven Sorrows BVM Parish, Middletown, and St. Peter 
Parish, Elizabethtown, are seeking a Coordinator of Parish 
Youth Ministry, a full-time position. The parishes are planning 
to introduce the LIFETEEN and EDGE programs and need 
the youth ministry coordinator to lay the groundwork for these 
programs and develop a comprehensive youth ministry to 
meet the needs of both parishes. A successful candidate will 
have a B.A. in Theology, Catechetics, Pastoral Ministry or a 
related field and must be a Catholic in good standing. Salary, 
with benefits, is commensurate with education and experi-
ence. Previous youth ministry experience is required. Experi-
ence with LIFETEEN is preferred. To apply for this position, 
send cover letter and résumé to Father Ted Keating, Pastor, 
Seven Sorrows BVM Parish, 280 N. Race St., Middletown, 
PA, 17057. Phone 717-944-3133. Cover letters and résumés 
may also be sent via email to frsfauser@hbgdiocese.org.

St. Anne Parish in Lancaster is seeking to fill 
positions for two keyboardists. This person will an-
swer to the music director. Applicants should be familiar with 
the flow of the Mass, and the ability to read music is a must. 
The commitment requires the musician to play for a minimum 
of 2-3 Masses per month and spend time practicing with the 
scheduled cantor prior to Mass. Youth protection compliance 
will need to be satisfied for this position. If you or someone 
you know is interested in this position, please send résumé  to 
the parish office at stannelancaster@hbgdiocese.org, or call 
the parish office at 717-392-2225.

Deadline for Notebook Submissions
The deadline for the submissions for the August 31 

edition of Notebook is Wednesday, August 22 at 4:30 
p.m. Announcements should be sent via e-mail to  
witness@hbgdiocese.org. No pre-designed ads, posters 
or PDFs, please.
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The 35th Annual Hispanic Cultural Festival hosted 
by San Juan Bautista Parish in Lancaster was a suc-
cess with record-breaking turnout, despite the chal-
lenge of inclement weather.

“What an exciting festival this was for our parish 
and for our Lancaster community as a whole!” Fa-
ther Allan F. Wolfe, pastor, expressed. “Festivalgo-
ers braved rainy weather and showed up in droves to 
try delicious food, enjoy live musical entertainment 
and many other exciting activities, such as children’s 
rides, raffles and much more.”

First-time attendees Lauren Kaelin and Jim Senft of 
Lititz said, “This is our first time here and we love the 
cultural and very welcoming vibe here! This is truly 
one of those events that makes Lancaster such a fun 
city, and having this is so important to the cultural 
vibe in Lancaster. We are lucky to have this event for 
people in our community. And of course it doesn’t 
hurt that the food is amazing! We’re glad the rain held 
off so we could make it!”

Father Wolfe continued, “We employed new mar-
keting tactics this year that enabled us to reach a 
broader demographic and geographic region. This 
year we saw a large turnout from other communi-
ties and counties, which is great because every dol-
lar earned from this festival goes right back into the 
parish, so that we can continue contributing to the 
well-being of Latinos and non- Latinos in the city and 
beyond. We are so very grateful to our generous spon-
sors and members of our community who made our 
2018 Festival a success. We cannot wait to see them 
again next year!”

Record Turn-Out for  
San Juan’s Annual Hispanic Festival

Since 1984, San Juan Bautista has hosted this His-
panic Festival for the Lancaster community. With a 
wide variety of food, native costumes, representation-

al arts and crafts, and ever-popular Latino music, the 
festival highlights many cultures that make up Lan-
caster’s vibrant Hispanic community.

COURTESY OF DIANA BAEZ/DB PHOTOGRAPHY
A talented volunteer applies a design at the face-painting booth..

Above: Women prepare to serve up dishes from Ecuador.

Right: A festival attendee enjoys one of the many ethnic treats.

The Lancaster parishes of Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, San Juan 
Bautista and St. Joseph are organizing a Eucharistic Procession to take place 
Sept. 22, the eve of St. Padre Pio’s Feast Day. The procession will be approxi-
mately one mile long and will last for two hours.

The day will begin with Mass at St. Joseph Church, 440 Saint Joseph St., at 
8:15 a.m. The procession will begin at 9 a.m., and will include stops at Historic 
St. Mary’s Church at 119 S. Prince St., and the Lancaster County Courthouse’s 
King Street steps. It will finish at San Juan Bautista Church, 425 S. Prince St. at 
approximately 11 a.m. There will be free food and fellowship immediately fol-
lowing the procession, at a location to be determined. 

In a Eucharistic Procession, members of the Body of Christ process with the 
Blessed Sacrament, celebrating it and signifying God’s presence in our world and 
in our lives. The Eucharist is carried through the streets in a solemn procession 
with singing, praying as the Christian people give public witness of faith and 
devotion. 

Lancaster Parishes  
Plan Eucharistic Procession
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