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2019 DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG 
ANNUAL CATECHETICAL CONFERENCE  

NOVEMBER 9, 2019 

DEADLINE TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5 - PAPER/ONLINE REGISTRATION 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

     COST $35.00 per person (includes 

continental breakfast and lunch) 

We respectfully request that 

each parish/school pay the 

registration fee for those 

catechists, teachers, etc., 

who will be attending from 

their parish catechetical 

programs and/or Catholic 

schools. 

Although we will do our 

best to place everyone into 

the workshops that they 

choose, we reserve the right, 

due to space limitations, to move 

registrants into alternate workshops if 

workshops become full.  We have been at 

or near capacity attendance for at least 

the last 15 years of this conference! We 

anticipate having another large crowd for 

this year’s conference!  For this reason, we 

can only guarantee admittance to the first 

400 persons who register for the 

conference.  Therefore, please register 

either online or via paper registration as 

soon as possible!   There will be no refunds 

for “no-shows.”  Thank you for your 

understanding and cooperation. 

WORKSHOPS/FOOD/SCHEDULE 

The day will include the celebration of Mass, 

the Keynote Address, and four 

workshop sessions. List the names of 

those attending the conference 

from your parish/school and 

specify which three or four 

workshops each person will be 

attending (indicate by 

number, e.g. A1).  We 

suggest that conference 

participants choose one of 

the first three workshop 

sessions in which to eat lunch. 

A variety of box lunches such 

as roast beef, ham, turkey, 

vegetarian and gluten-free will 

be provided for registrants.  Lunch 

is available during workshop sessions 

A, B, and C only.  NOTE: If you would like to 

attend all four workshops, you may still get a 

box lunch, but you will need to eat it between 

sessions in the Diocesan Center Dining Room, 

as no food is permitted inside the 

classrooms. (Bottled water may be brought 

into the workshops). 

Participants will be awarded five 

hours of elective credit toward 

catechist certification. 

Making Disciples for Jesus and His Church 



2 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

SPECIAL ACCOMODATIONS 

The Diocesan Center is accessible to persons with physical disabilities.  If you require other 

accommodations, please contact Larry Kiley by October 31st at lkiley@hbgdiocese.org.  If you have 

special dietary needs, please contact Jim Gontis at (717) 657-4804, Ext.227, by November 2nd. 

PARKING 

The Diocesan Center has parking in both the front and rear of the building.  No one may park on the grass 

or in front of the Bishop’s residence!  The Mormon Church parking lot adjacent to the Diocesan Center 

property is also available for overflow parking.  

CELL PHONES  

Please turn cell phones to silent during the celebration of Mass and during the keynote address. 

QUESTIONS? 

If you have any questions concerning registration, please call or e-mail Kate Neri  at (717) 657–4804, ext. 

317, kneri@hbgdiocese.org.   

Thank you,  

Jim Gontis, Director of Evangelization and Catechesis 

ONLINE registration/payment 

Go to this link www.hbgdiocese.org/cat_conference  (Credit card, Check or NAV) 

Online registration will be accessible by October 22nd. 

PAPER registration/payment AVAILABLE NOW! 

Go to instructions on page 13 and 14. (Check or NAV) 

 

Introducing our Keynote Speaker….

Dr. Peter J. Murphy.  In March of 2011, Peter began working for 

the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) as the 

Executive Director for Evangelization and Catechesis. In 2012, 

Peter Served as Consultor at the Synod on the New Evangelization 

in Rome and was later asked to become a Member of the 

International Council for Catechesis and Consultative body to the 

Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New Evangelization. 

Peter has presented on evangelization and catechesis around 

the country and has a passion for discipleship.  In 2018, Peter felt 

a call from the Holy Spirit to move to Green Bay to serve as the 

Director of Families and Schools of Discipleship Mission Team for 

the Diocese of Green Bay. 

mailto:lkiley@hbgdiocese.org
mailto:kneri@hbgdiocese.org
http://www.hbgdiocese.org/cat_conference
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Please take time to visit the vendor exhibits which will be open in the dining room of the 

Diocesan Center for most of the conference. The vendors’support of this conference is 

greatly appreciated! 
  

7:30 am Doors Open/Registration/Exhibits 

7:30 am – 8:45 am Continental Breakfast 

9:00 am – 9:15 am Welcome and Announcements 

9:15 am – 10:20 am The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 

Principal Celebrant and Homilist 

The Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer, DD, JCL 

Bishop of Harrisburg 

10:45 am –  11:30 am Keynote Address 

Dr. Peter J. Murphy 

Director for the Families and Schools of Discipleship 

Mission Team for the Diocese of Green Bay 

And Former Executive Director of Evangelization 

and Catechesis for the USCCB. 

 

11:45 am – 12:45 pm Workshop Session A or Lunch 

1:00 pm – 2:00 pm Workshop Session B or Lunch 

2:15 pm – 3:15 pm Workshop Session C or Lunch 

3:30 pm – 4:30 pm Workshop Session D 

4:40 pm Closing Prayer 

 
 
  

SCHEDULE 
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WORKSHOP LISTINGS 

 GRADE 

LEVEL 
TITLE AND DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) 

A1 General The ABCs of Autism: Academics, Behavior, and 

Christian Dignity  

 

Do you have learners in your classroom who have 

been identified with autism or a similar disability? 

Are you looking to learn more about practical 

classroom strategies, inclusive practices, and 

evidence-based interventions? Come and discover 

practical ways to address these learner’s academic 

needs while also promoting Christian dignity and 

respect for the human person.  

 

Ms. Christina Bair 

Christina Bair earned her Bachelor’s 

Degree in Elementary Education from 

Franciscan University of Steubenville and 

her Master’s Degree in Special Education 

from St. Joseph’s University.  She 

currently works as an autism support 

teacher at Central York School District 

and is a member of St. Joseph Parish, 

York. 

 

A2 General The Mass Explained 

 

Ask the average practicing Catholic what religious 

duty he is required to perform every Sunday (or 

Saturday night).  He will probably say, “Go to 

church”.  Ask him, “Why do you have to go to 

church?”  He will probably say, “So I can go to 

Communion”.  Pursue the conversation a bit further.  

“Any other reason?”  “Yeah, to hear the sermon” he 

might say.  Well, if we go to church to hear a sermon 

and to receive Communion, why not just have a 

sermon, follow it up with the Lord’s Prayer and Holy 

Communion and be done with it?  What’s with those 

long parts called “Preparation of Gifts” and 

“Eucharistic Prayer”?  Can’t we eliminate them and 

get to the main event more expeditiously?   

These and related great questions will be explored. 

The Reverend Edward Connolly 

Father Connolly is Pastor Emeritus of St. 

Joseph Parish and St. Vincent de Paul 

Parish, Girardville, PA.  

A3  General  End-of-Life Decision Making: A Catholic 

Overview of Good Death vs. a Secular View of 

“Good Riddance”  

 

Catechetical personnel from time to time face the 

reality of serious, sometimes terminal illness and 

death ranging from families connected  

with the religious education program to those 

students  and staff in the religious education program 

itself.  This presentation will give an  

  overview of the physical and moral challenges one 

may encounter when confronting these issues. 

 

The Very Reverend David Danneker, 

VG, PhD 

Father Danneker is the Vicar General of 

the Diocese of Harrisburg and Pastor of 

Prince of Peace Parish, Steelton.  He has 

an extensive background in medical 

moral issues. 
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WORKSHOP LISTINGS 

 GRADE 

LEVEL 
TITLE AND DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) 

A4  General  
Living the Faith: Discerning and 

Embracing God’s Will 

 

God reveals Himself and His will in our lives in and 

through our everyday experiences.  Our "discerning" 

His Will is not an overwhelming or insurmountable 

task but is accomplished by His love and His 

grace.  It is the joy of a life lived in Christ to know 

His embrace each day which sustains us in His love. 

 

 

The Very Reverend Peter Hahn, V.F.,  

Father Hahn is Pastor of St. Leo the 

Great, and is Dean of the South 

Lancaster Deanery. 

 

 

A5 General The Four Last Things: Death, Judgment, Heaven, 

and Hell 

 

An overview of the Church’s teaching on death, 

judgment, heaven, and hell and a discussion of 

questions that students frequently ask about these 

teachings. 

Mrs. Kristine Hammar 

Kristine Hammar is the Religion 

Department Chairwoman at Delone 

Catholic High School.  She has also been 

a parish DRE and a Parish Religious 

Education catechist.  She has a 

Bachelor’s Degree in Biology from 

Immaculata University and a Master’s 

Degree in Theology and Christian 

Ministry from Franciscan University of 

Steubenville.   

A6 Grades 

Pre K – 

Grade 3 

Catechists 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) 

 

This workshop will present a “thumbnail sketch” 

overview of the religious formation of children 

starting at the age of three.  We hope to give 

catechists an experience of the atrium, which is 

fundamental to Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. 

 

Mrs. Patty Howell 

Patty Howell is a teacher of Catechesis 

of the Good Shepherd at St. John the 

Baptist Parish and School in New 

Freedom. 
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WORKSHOP LISTINGS 

 GRADE 

LEVEL 
TITLE AND DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) 

A7 General Catholic Apologetics 101  
 

 

Why do Catholics believe that Jesus is truly present 

in the Eucharist?  Why is Mary such a big deal to 

Catholics?  Where do you find Confession to a Priest 

in the Bible?  “Apologetics” means a defense or 

explanation (from the Latin “apologia,” or “defense”) 

and this talk will address such common objections to 

the Catholic faith and how to answer them, charitably 

and clearly.  While not all areas of interfaith debate 

can be treated in this introduction, basic apologetics 

principles will be covered and some examples of 

specific issues given.  Suggestions for further study 

will be included for sharpening doctrinal and 

Scriptural knowledge and dialogue skills.  

The Reverend William Weary 

Father Weary is Pastor of Sacred Heart 

Parish, Lewistown and of St. Jude 

Thaddeus Parish, Mifflintown.  He is 

also the Cursillo Chaplain for the 

Diocese of Harrisburg. 

 

A8 Grades K-

8 

Catechists 

Classroom Planning, Management, and Discipline 

 

Learn new and creative ways to maximize your 

instruction without having to spend your time 

disciplining students.  Kid-talking, Behavior 

Improvement Plans, identifying whether a student is 

acting out due to academic reasons…leave this 

workshop with practical tools that you can use 

immediately in your classroom that will help you feel 

more competent and effective.  

Mrs. Stacey White 

Stacey White is the Director of Religious 

Education at St. Joseph Parish, Hanover.  

She is also the primary teacher of the 

Formation in Christian Chastity Program 

for the Diocese of Harrisburg.  Stacey is 

a 2018 Diocesan Catechetical Award 

winner. 
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WORKSHOP LISTINGS 

 GRADE 

LEVEL 
TITLE AND DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) 

B1 General Lessons for Catechists from Mother Teresa 

“Holiness is the acceptance of God’s will.  Holiness 

is not the luxury of the few.  It is a simple duty for 

each of us.” (Saint Teresa of Calcutta).  What can the 

“saint of the gutters” teach us about our vocation as 

catechists?  What insights does she offer to help us 

bring our students closer to Christ?  In this session 

we will reflect together on the words of Mother 

Teresa to learn from the practical wisdom of this 

contemporary saint. 

 

Mr. Ryan Bolster 

Ryan Bolster is the Director of Adult 

Education and Catechist Formation, and 

Director of the Diocesan Institute for the 

Diocese of Harrisburg. 

B2 General Teaching the Real Presence of Jesus in the 

Eucharist 

 

Sadly, we recently learned from the now famous, or 

perhaps, infamous Pew Research Study, that 69% of 

Catholics do NOT believe in the true, substantial 

presence of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist.  Why not?  

What should we do about it?  This workshop will 

explore these and other pertinent questions and will 

also provide answers! 

Mr. Richard Groff 

Rich Groff is a seminarian for the 

Diocese of Harrisburg at Mount Saint 

Mary’s Seminary, Emmitsburg, MD.  He 

is in First Theology.  Rich was formerly 

the Director of Religious Education at St. 

Joseph Parish, Mechanicsburg, and has 

also been a Catholic School Teacher and 

Parish Youth Minister.  Rich hails from 

Columbia, PA. 

B3 General The Holy Experiment: The Catholic History of 

Pennsylvania 

 

This workshop will examine the rich history, 

influence, saints and sages of the Catholic Church in 

the Keystone State. 

The Reverend Jonathan Sawicki 

Father Sawicki is Diocesan Director of 

Vocations and is in residence at Saint 

Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg. 

 B4 General  Purgatory: A Gift of God’s Love and Mercy 

 

What is Purgatory?  Are you afraid of it?   When we 

understand this very Catholic teaching about what 

can happen to us after death we should be grateful 

and hopeful and consoled.  This workshop will 

explore the Church’s doctrine and some of the 

private revelations given to some saints about God’s 

desire to purify us with His Love. 

  

Ms. Julie Shuyler 

Julie Shuyler served as the long time 

Religion Department Chairwoman at 

Lebanon Catholic High School and 

former DRE at Assumption BVM Parish, 

Lebanon.  She is a past recipient of the 

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Award for 

teaching excellence.   Julie is a member 

of Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, 

Cornwall. 
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WORKSHOP LISTINGS 

 GRADE 

LEVEL 
TITLE AND DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) 

B5 General How to Spread Your Faith to Your Family and 

Beyond 

 

What does it look like to share your catholic faith? 

Specified for the family, the church community, and 

the lost friend or person you meet on the street, this 

workshop will provide you with practical tools to 

foster a relationship with Christ within your family 

unit, as well as evangelize outside your home. 

 

 

Mrs. Alicia Spelfogel 

Alicia Spelfogel, along with being a wife 

and mother of three, is the Associate 

Director of Catholic Campus Ministry at 

Millersville University and has her 

Master’s Degree from Lancaster 

Theological Seminary. 

B6 General Recognizing Evil: Demonic Temptation 

Infestation, Oppression, and Possession  

 

The talk will deal with the ways in which the devil 

attempts to influence human behavior in the world 

today. It will also focus on the reasons the devil hates 

human beings so much and will look at the signs that 

indicate authentic demonic influence in a person or 

place, as opposed to issues that can be attributed to 

mental illness. 

 

The Reverend John Szada, PhD 

Father Szada is a priest of the Diocese of 

Harrisburg, ordained in 1978, and is 

currently chaplain at the Carmelite 

Monastery in Elysburg. He is also the 

official exorcist for the Diocese of 

Harrisburg and has a PhD in Psychology. 

 

  

B7 General Moral Apologetics: Answering the Culture’s Hot 

Topics 

 

Defending the Church’s position on controversial 

topics is no easy task in today’s climate.  However, 

when one connects the dots between Church 

teachings, one can better understand and explain why 

we believe and live as we do, and in doing so, reveal 

the beauty, truth, and goodness for which God 

created us. 

The Reverend John Trigilio, PhD 

Father Trigilio is the Director of Pastoral 

Formation at Mount Saint Mary’s 

Seminary, a Priest of the Diocese of 

Harrisburg, an author of Catholic books, 

and a frequent EWTN personality. 

B8 Catechists 

of Grades 

K-8 

Panel Discussion 

 

This is a Q & A Session for Catechist in Grades K-8 

to ask their Questions of a Panel of Experienced 

Parish Coordinators and Directors of Religious 

Education.  Come prepared with questions. 

 

Panelist C/DREs Are: 

- Ms. Beatriz Frometa, St. Francis of 

Assisi Parish, Harrisburg 

-Mrs. Yvonne McGee, Our Lady of 

Lourdes Parish, New Holland 

-Mr. Mark Rebuck, St. Joseph Parish, 

Mechanicsburg 

-Mr. Scott Root, St. Katharine Drexel, 

Mechanicsburg 
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WORKSHOP LISTINGS 

 GRADE 

LEVEL 
TITLE AND DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) 

-Mrs. Lucy Schemel, St. Mark the 

Evangelist, Greencastle and St. Luke’s, 

Mercersburg 

-Mr. Earl Tropp, St. Joan of Arc, 

Hershey 

-Amanda Spahr, Good Shepherd, Camp 

Hill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C1 General Summary of the Catechism of Saint Robert 

Bellarimine, doctrina Christiana 

 

“There is nothing more effective than catechetical 

instruction to spread the glory of God and secure the 

salvation of souls” (Pope Benedict XIV, Apostolic 

Constitution,” Etsi minime”). The believers in Christ 

have a duty to learn and to know the divinely revealed 

truths.  Paraphrasing the words of St. Paul in his letter to 

the Romans 10:14, one could say: “How shall the 

faithful know Christ when they have not been taught? 

And how shall they be taught without a good 

catechism?” This catechism of St. Robert Bellarmine, 

though written four hundred years ago, has gone through 

400 editions, translated into 60 languages and was the 

favorite tool for missionaries in past centuries. It can 

become so now!  

 

As a result of this one hour workshop, the participants 

will: 

 Be strengthened to combat the un-precedented  

crisis of faith inside the church, marked by 

wholesale ignorance of Catholic truths and general 

confusion regarding their immutable validity. 

 Understand the Scriptural basis and theological 

reasoning for  our  Catholic doctrine as presented 

by St. Robert Bellarmine 

 Recognize our Catholic faith leads to a virtuous life  

 Be convinced that it is useless to expect fulfillment 

of Christian duties by one who does not even 

known them (St. Pius X in Acerbo nimins, 1905) 

 Teach sound doctrine confidently and successfully 

 

The Reverend Robert F. Berger, 

MA, MSEd, MDiv, 

Pastor, retired 

Chaplain (Colonel) US Army, 

retired 

 

Father Berger is Pastor Emeritus 

of Mary, Gate of Heaven Parish, 

Myerstown. 
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WORKSHOP LISTINGS 

 GRADE 

LEVEL 
TITLE AND DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) 

C2 Grades 3 -

Adult 

Catechists 

 

“Hidden in the Old, Unveiled in the New”: How 

Biblical Typology can make Scripture Come Alive 

 

This workshop will focus on how Old Testament 

types and their New Testament anti-types can bring 

out how great people, objects, and events of the Old 

Testament often foreshadow and prefigure even 

greater New Testament people, objects, and events. 

Examples abound. Come and be enlightened! 

 

 

The Reverend Edward Connolly 

Father Connolly is Pastor Emeritus of St. 

Joseph Parish and St. Vincent de Paul 

Parish, Girardville, PA. 

 

C3 Catechumens 

& 

Candidates, 

and RCIA 

Team 

Members 

and 

Leaders 

Incorporating Beauty and Culture into the RCIA 

 

Beauty and culture are infused into the Catholic faith.  

Discover how to organically incorporate the 

aesthetics of our faith into the RCIA classroom. 

  

Mrs. Patty Fertal 

Patty Fertal is a certified RCIA catechist 

through Franciscan University of 

Steubenville, OH. She has been the 

RCIA Director at St. Peter’s Parish, 

Elizabethtown. She is the Client Care 

Coordinator at Home Instead Senior 

Care, a Home School Administrator, 

wife to her husband, Tom, for 25 years, 

and mother to their 6 children, ages 12-

22. 

  

C4 C/DREs, 

Youth 

Ministers 

and Youth 

Ministry 

Team 

Members 

and High 

School 

Catechists 

WOM Week – Teens in action! 

 

St. Mary’s Church, Lancaster, has hosted a Works Of 

Mercy (WOM) camp for 20 years.  The camp 

attracted over 55 teens this year while being 

supported by over 40 volunteers delivering Works of 

Mercy to around 25 locations throughout Lancaster 

County.  How does it work? What are the reactions 

of the teens? Customers?  How can you bring the 

camp to your church?  All these questions and more 

to be answered… 

 

Mr. Bob Cybulski 

Bob spent most of his career in IT 

leadership position in companies like 

Hershey, Dupont and Ahold. A couple of 

years ago, he took the part time Youth 

Ministry position at St. Mary’s.  In his 

Youth Ministry role, he is working 

tirelessly on revamping Youth Ministry 

with innovative programs.  He has been 

blessed with 5 wonderful children and 

recently published his first book - Hell 

Can't Wait. 
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WORKSHOP LISTINGS 

 GRADE 

LEVEL 
TITLE AND DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) 

C5 Grades 5-8 

Catechists 

Nurturing the Pro-Life Message in the Classroom 

 

All children, made in God’s image, instinctively 

know that life is precious. But as they grow they are 

exposed to negative cultural influences that can cause 

confusion and sin.  How can we build a culture of life 

in our classrooms that radiates out to the world?  

Practical tips and tools will be offered to catechists to 

help them nurture a respect for all human life, from 

conception to natural death.   

 

Mrs. Bonnie Finnerty 

Bonnie Finnerty recently joined the 

Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation as 

their Education Director. A former 

English teacher, catechist, and 

homeschool parent, she and her husband 

of 32 years have been blessed with five 

precious children and three beautiful 

grandchildren. 

  

 

C6 General  The Many Faces of Mary 

 

The Blessed Mother speaks in Scripture very few 

times, but each event reveals something profound. 

Her voice has been heard many times all over the 

world since then, from such approved apparitions as 

Guadalupe, Rue de Bac, Fatima, Akita, Rwanda, 

Knock, and even the USA (Champion, Wisconsin). 

This workshop will focus on unique specifics in her 

messages, but also the overarching theme of all her 

messages to the people of the world. 

 

 

Mrs. Eva Gontis 

Eva Gontis is a happy, married, and 

harried mother of 8 and wife of one. She 

has a Master’s Degree in Theology and 

Christian Ministry from Franciscan 

University of Steubenville, has taught 

high school Religion, and teaches RCIA 

at her parish, Holy Name of Jesus, 

Harrisburg. 

 

C7 General Wise beyond Their Years: The Example of Young 

Saints for Young People Today  

 

This workshop will look at the lives of virtuous 

young saints: St. Therese of Lisiuex, St. Faustina, St. 

Aloysius Gonzaga, Blessed Pier Georgio Frassati, 

and Blessed Chiara Badano. These five, who all 

achieved holiness before the age of 35, embody 

virtues and spiritual gifts that catechists can use to 

inspire and speak to the hearts of the youth today. 

  

 

Mrs. Kate Phenicie 

Kate Phenicie is Delone Catholic High 

School’s Director of Spiritual Life, as 

well as a Religion teacher and the Works 

of Mercy Program Coordinator at the 

School. She has her undergraduate 

degree in Theology from Mount St. 

Mary’s University and a Master’s degree 

in Theology from the Augustine 

Institute. She, her husband, and their 

daughter reside in Gettysburg and are 

members of St. Francis Xavier Parish. 
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WORKSHOP LISTINGS 

 GRADE 

LEVEL 
TITLE AND DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) 

C8 General Art in the Religious Education Classroom 

 

This presentation will focus on practical ideas for 

bringing the Catholic Faith to students through 

pictures and crafts, relating to the lesson. The 

presenter will demonstrate art projects using 

available materials according to different grade 

levels. 

 

Ms. Regina Zogby 

Ms. Regina Zogby has a wealth of 

experience having worked in the 

Diocesan Archives, taught RCIA and 

Bible Studies at St, Margaret Mary 

Parish, and has served as a Catholic 

School teacher and religious education 

catechist.  

 

D1 Pre K - K Making Disciples for Jesus and His Church 

Through Catechizing Children in Pre-School and 

Kindergarten 

 

In this workshop, participants will explore how to 

pass on the Faith to young children in order to form 

them as young disciples of Jesus Christ who will 

come to know the love of God manifested in the gift 

of creation, the family, and the Catholic Church.  

Special attention will be paid to the needs of young 

children in their spiritual development. Practical tips 

will be given for prompting learning and a response 

of faith. 

 

Mrs. Tina Zimmerman 

Mrs. Tina Zimmerman is the 

Kindergarten teacher at St. Theresa 

School, New Cumberland. She has also 

taught in Pre-School programs. 

 

D2 Grades 1-2 

Catechists 

Making Disciples for Jesus and His Church 

Through Catechizing 1st and 2nd Grade Children 

for First Confession and First Communion 

 

This workshop will provide catechists with practical 

tips for catechizing their first and second grade 

students so as to prepare them for First Confession 

and First Communion. 

 

 

Sr. Anna Cosgrave, OSF and Mrs. 

Michelle Detz 

Sr. Anna is the Director of Religious 

Education and RCIA Coordinator at 

Holy Trinity Parish, Columbia. She also 

teaches at Our Lady of the Angels 

School, Columbia and was a 2018 

Diocesan Catechetical Award winner.   

Michelle Detz is a teacher at Our Lady of 

the Angels School in Columbia and is 

the Second Grade Catechist at Holy 

Trinity Parish, Columbia. 

 

D3 Grades 3-4 

Catechists 

Making Disciples for Jesus and His 

Church Through Catechizing Children in 

Grades 3 and 4 

 

This workshop will provide catechists with a 

better understanding of their 3rd and 4th grade 

students and how to help them enjoy learning 

Mrs. Jane Monaghan 

Jane Monaghan is the Director of 

Religious Education at Queen of Peace 

Chapel at the Carlisle Barracks, and has 

served as a third and fourth grade parish 

catechist. 
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WORKSHOP LISTINGS 

 GRADE 

LEVEL 
TITLE AND DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) 

 

about the Church seasons, the saints, and Old 

Testament Bible heroes. It will include ideas 

that can be implemented in your upcoming 

class sessions. There will also be some 

emphasis given on how to promote 

catechesis within the family. 

 

 

 

 

D4 Grades 5, 

6, 7, and 8 

Catechists 

“Let's All Just Get Along.”  The effects of moral 

relativism on society and our need to evangelize 

the truth 

 

This presentation will be identifying relativism in 

society with a guided discussion on what we as 

catechists can do to proclaim the truth. 

 

 

 

Mrs. LaDawnna Clancy 

LaDawnna Clancy is the 

Edge/Confirmation Coordinator at St. 

Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, 

Mechanicsburg. 

 

D5 Grades 7-8 

Catechists 

Making Disciples through Catechizing 7th and 8th 

Graders for Jesus and His Church and for the 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

  

This workshop will provide practical tips for 

teaching 7th and 8th grade students, helping them to 

know and love the person of Jesus through teaching 

them the truths of the Catholic Faith, the gifts and 

fruits of the Holy Spirit, liturgical and Eucharistic 

prayer, and preparing them for Confirmation, so as to 

become true witnesses to Christ and His Church. 

 

Mrs. Rose Barnas 

Rose Barnas is the DRE at St. James 

Parish in Lititz. She teaches adult 

education, and of the various grades she 

has taught in parish religious education, 

her favorites are 7th and 8th grades. Rose 

was a 2018 Diocesan Catechetical 

Award winner.   

 

D6 General Catechesis at Home:  How to Make Disciples for 

Jesus and His Church Through Your Homeschool 

 

Parents are the primary educators of their children, 

including catechesis.  In this workshop, we will 

explore how parent educators can create an 

environment and a curriculum at home that forms, 

affirms, and challenges their children to be disciples 

for Jesus and His Church at home and in the world. 

  

Mrs. Kelly Cloak, Esq. 

After attaining her Law degree from the 

University of Pennsylvania, Mrs. Cloak 

practiced Commercial Litigation at 

Pepper Hamilton llp in Harrisburg. She 

was the founding member and first 

Executive Director of the Nativity 

School, Harrisburg, a middle school for 

underserved boys in grades 6-8 in 

Harrisburg. Currently, she is the 

Executive and Head Teacher at the Cloak  
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WORKSHOP LISTINGS 

 GRADE 

LEVEL 
TITLE AND DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) 

Academy – in other words, she is 

homeschooling her children for Heaven. 

 

D7 High 

School 

Youth 

Ministers, 

Teachers, 

and  

Catechists 

Making Disciples of High School Students 

 

This workshop will examine ways in which to 

deepen the relationship of teenagers with Jesus 

Christ.  Some practical tips will be given regarding 

retreats, prayer, and youth ministry.  We will also 

show how the faith of teenagers can be deepened 

through solid catechesis. 

Mr. Jim Fair 

 

Jim Fair is the Director of Spiritual Life 

and a High School Religion Teacher at 

Bishop McDevitt High School.  Jim 

received his Bachelor’s Degree in Math 

from Millersville University and his 

Master’s Degree in Theology from the 

Augustine Institute, Denver, CO. 

D8 General Top 10 Ways to be a Great Catechist! 

 

The person of the catechist is the primary 

instrument that God uses to convey His truth 

and love to those being taught the Faith. The 

catechist has at his/her disposal powerful 

weapons of the Faith, as well as Her 

beautiful teachings, e.g. the Holy Trinity, the 

Incarnation, the beauty and grandeur of the 

Church, the 7 rivers of grace that are the 

Sacraments, the Church’s life of prayer, the 

freeing moral teachings of the Faith. Build 

on that, the special charisms that God has 

given him/her, plus holy zeal for the 

salvation of souls, careful preparation, love 

of God and His people, and the holy witness 

of a life well-lived…and we can be in God’s 

“Catechist Hall of Fame” one day among His 

“great cloud of witnesses.” Let’s strive to be 

great! 

 

 Mr. Jim Gontis 

Jim Gontis is the Director of 

Evangelization and Catechesis and 

Sports Ministry for the Diocese of 

Harrisburg and is a member of Holy 

Name of Jesus Parish, Harrisburg. 
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PAPER REGISTRATION (PAY BY CHECK) 
2019 ANNUAL CATECHETICAL CONFERENCE 

DEADLINE NOVEMBER 5, 2019 
 

 
Number of Participants ________ X $35.00 = $ ______ (fee includes continental breakfast and lunch) 
 
Check # __________ 

 
PARISH/SCHOOL:________________________________________________________ 

 
CITY:_____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Checks made payable to: “DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG” 
Mail check and paper registration to: Diocese of Harrisburg,  

4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg, PA 17111 Attention Kate Neri 
 
 

(Choose 3 or 4 workshops by indicating workshop number - (Lunch is not served during session D) 
If you would like to choose 4 workshops, you may still pick up your box lunch and eat it in the designated areas.  

Food may NOT be eaten in the various classrooms. 
 

 
PARTICIPANT’S NAME 

                              (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 

SESSION A  
or Lunch 
11:45 am – 
12:45 pm 

SESSION B 
or Lunch 
1:00 pm – 
2:00 pm 

SESSION C 
or Lunch 
2:15 pm – 
3:15 pm 

SESSION D 
3:30 pm - 
4:30 pm 

1.      

2.      

3.      

4.      

5.      

6.      

7.      

8.      

9.      

10.      

11.      

12.      

13.      

14.      
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PAPER REGISTRATION (HCAS/NAV REQUEST FOR PAYMENT) 
2019 ANNUAL CATECHETICAL CONFERENCE 

DEADLINE NOVEMBER 5, 2019 
 

PLEASE DO NOT SEND FORM DIRECTLY TO HCAS or enter in NAV 
We will process in NAV when we RECEIVE the registration information. 
Fax to (717) 657-4041 or email attachment kneri@hbgdiocese.org.   

 

 
Number of Participants ________ X $35.00 = $ ______ (fee includes continental breakfast and lunch) 

 
PARISH/SCHOOL:________________________________________________________ 

 
CITY:_____________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Account 
No. 

(5xxxx) 

Fund No. 
(xxxx) 

Cost 
Center 
(xxxx) 

Phys Loc 
(xxxx) 

Program 
(xxxx) 

Funding 
Source 
(xxxx) 

Event 
(xxxx) 

Organization 
(xxxx) 

Department 
(xxxx) 

AMOUNT 
$ 

      5062    

 

Approved by: (signature) 

 
(Choose 3 or 4 workshops by indicating workshop number - (Lunch is not served during session D) 

If you would like to choose 4 workshops, you may still pick up your box lunch and eat it in the designated areas.  
Food may NOT be eaten in the various classrooms. 

 

PARTICIPANT’S NAME 
                 (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 

 

SESSION A  
or Lunch 
11:45 am – 
12:45 pm 

SESSION B 
or Lunch 
1:00 pm – 
2:00 pm 

SESSION C 
or Lunch 
2:15 pm – 
3:15 pm 

SESSION D 
3:30 pm - 
4:30 pm 

1.     

2.      

3.      

4.      

5.      

6.      

7.      

8.      

9.       

10.      
 
 Add additional registrants on the back! 

mailto:kneri@hbgdiocese.org

