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Ad Limina Meeting Engaged Bishops in  
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

The bishops of Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey engaged in a free-
owing, open and frank  conver-

sation with Pope Francis during 
their ad limina visit to Rome Nov. 
25-2 .

Bishop Ronald Gainer told The 
Catholic Witness Dec.  that the 
20 bishops of Region III who met 
with the holy father for more than 
two hours on Thanksgiving Day 
e perienced honest discussion 
of several topics, including clergy 
se ual abuse of minors. 

What is clear is that they are 
very aware of our situation,  
Bishop Gainer said of Pope Fran-
cis and the heads of several 
Vatican offices with whom they 
met, including those of the Secre-
tariat of State, the Congregation 
for Bishops and the Congregation 
for Clergy.

And it came up because we also 
raised it,  the bishop said.

The bishops participated in 
meetings with 12 different offices 
over the course of four days. Their 
meeting with Pope Francis was on 
Thanksgiving Day. 

Bishop Gainer spoke of a signifi-
cant difference in the format of 
the ad limina meetings under the 
current pope. 

Prior to Pope Francis’ pontificate, 
ad limina meetings with the pope 
and the heads of Vatican con-

VATICAN PHOTO SERVICE

Pope Francis greets 
Bishop Ronald 
Gainer at the Vatican 
on Thanksgiving Day 
during the ad limina 
visit of the bishops 
of Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey. Bishop 
Gainer gifted the 
pope with a package 
of Argentinian tea. 

More AD LIMINA, page 4

gregations included a prepared 
speech by the congregation head, 
followed by uestions from the 
bishops. 

 Pope Francis changed the 
format to an open conversation, 
allowing the bishops to ask ues-
tions or present topics for discus-

sion. 
In all of the meetings with the 

congregations, there were no pre-
pared presentations. They simply 
wanted to know what we wanted 
to talk about,  Bishop Gainer said. 
They really did address very thor-

oughly the issues that we raised.
Pope Francis spent more than 

two hours with us. It was an amaz-
ing, free- owing, open conversa-
tion,  he said, maintaining the 
confidential nature of the meeting.

We had e tensive conversations 
about the scandals, and he was 
very much aware of the Pennsyl-
vania Grand Jury Report,  Bishop 
Gainer said. He was willing to 
hear our concerns and respond 
frankly.

The bishops in uired about the 
status of the Vatican’s report on 
its investigation into former cardi-
nal Theodore E. McCarrick. He had 
served in two New Jersey dioceses 
and as archbishop of Washington 
before his resignation from the 
College of Cardinals and dismissal 
from the clerical state for se ual 
abuse of seminarians and minors.

The bishops have been asking 
for a report, of who knew what 
and when. We were told during the 
meetings that it is being trans-
lated into Italian for the holy father 
to read,  Bishop Gainer said. No 
one indicated to us what’s in it, 
but we’re hopeful that it will be 
very thorough and answer all our 
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Representatives of the Knights of 
Columbus gathered with Bishop Ronald 

Gainer at the Diocesan Center in 
Harrisburg on Dec. 10 and presented 

two checks from fall fund-raising 
activities. Totaling nearly $5,500, the 
monies were donated to help support 

the seminarian fund of the Diocese. 
The Diocese currently has 28 men 

in seminary studies. David Kern, 
Diocesan Membership Chairman, and 
Mark Jago, State Deputy, presented a 
check raised through a sweepstakes 
fund-raising project. Arturo Fuentes, 

Diocesan Hispanic Coordinator, 
presented a second check from the 
Knights’ Christopher Fund. After the 
check presentation, the Knights met 

with Bishop Gainer. Representing the 
Knights are Mark Jago, David Kern, 

Michael Yakubich, Wayne Freet, Angel 
Sanchez, Manuel Jimenez, Arturo 

Fuentes, Paul Brotzen, Louis Villegas 
and Father Gregory D’Emma.

The Witness Returns January 10
The December 20 edition of The Catholic Witness is 

the final one for 2019. Our first issue of the new year 
will be January 10.
Our schedule of editions and submission deadlines for 

2020 are now available. You can find the Publication 
Schedule and information on how to submit items via 
The Catholic Witness link at www.hbgdiocese.org. Or, 
contact us at witness@hbgdiocese.org or 717-657-
4804 and we’ll be happy to send them to you.
Stay in touch with news from the Diocese of 

Harrisburg by visiting our Web site,  
www.hbgdiocese.org, and by following us on 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube.
We send you best wishes for a blessed Christmas and 

a happy New Year!

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

The Diocese of Harrisburg 
and the Pennsylvania Catholic 
Conference (PCC) are joining 
forces to produce Witness TV. 
This television show will air 
weekly at 5:30 a.m. on Sundays 
on ABC 27. The first show is 
Sunday, Dec. 22. Witness TV will 
feature stories from throughout 
the Diocese, highlighting the work 
of our parishes, Catholic schools 
and ministries, as well as state 
legislative updates. Programs 
will be available to view on the 
Diocesan website after they air. 
Story ideas for Witness TV can be 
submitted to communications@ 
hbgdiocese.org. 

Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

• December 25 – Celebrate Christmas Masses at St. Pat-
rick Cathedral in Harrisburg, midnight and 9:30 a.m.

• January 4 – Celebrate Mass and pastoral visit, Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Church, Lewisburg, 5 p.m.

• January 5 – Celebrate Mass and pastoral visit, St. George 
Mission, Mi�inburg, 10 a.m.

Year-End  
Giving

Please note the following 
dates when considering  
year-end giving to the  

Diocese or your parish.

• December 31st – All credit card gifts 
must be completed by 11:59 p.m. on 
December 31, 2019, to count for the 
2019 tax year

• December 31st – All checks sent via 
USPS must be postmarked by Decem-
ber 31 to count for the 2019 tax year.

Donors who are considering using 
their IRA to make charitable gifts are 
encouraged to contact their custodian 
to determine the final date to initiate 
year end gifts.

If you have any other questions, 
please contact the  

Office of Stewardship &  
Development at  

(717) 657-4804, ext. 245.
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Christmas Letter from Bishop Gainer

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Stained-glass window at St. Joseph Church in Hanover.

Dear Friends in Christ, 
As Advent hymns give way to Christ-

mas carols, we cannot help but think 
of the song of the angels at Bethlehem 
2,000 years ago: And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly hosts praising God, and saying, 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men (Luke 2:13-
1 ).  It is a scene that returns again and 
again to our imaginations as we sing 
the music of this holy season to remind 
ourselves of the promise of Christmas.

My hope and prayer is that each per-
son can e perience the coming of Jesus 
Christ, the Prince of Peace and that His 
precious gifts of joy, peace, and love will 
fill our hearts and reign over our homes 
and communities.

No doubt, much in our world today 
can rob us of peace. The recent years 
of crisis in the Church have shaken the 
hearts of the Faithful and stolen the 
peace that comes with the practice of 
faith. In society, too many remain hungry 
and homeless. Many struggle to make 
ends meet. Too many are uestioning 
the meaning of life and are led astray 
by false gods like money, power, alco-
hol and drugs. Too many of our young 
people are lost and searching to find the 
truth. The song of the angels reminds 
us that the answer already resonates 

in the world and in our hearts: Jesus is 
born  Be not afraid  We need Him. We 
need His grace and mercy. We need His 
peace. 

It is my fervent prayer this Christmas 
that we can reclaim this peace and en-
throne the Prince of Peace, our Savior, 
again in our hearts and in our homes. 
Then, this gentle Prince can renew the 
spirit of good will among all peoples, 
helping us bring an end to division and 
acrimony, harsh words and unkind ac-
tions. When we heed the words of Saint 
Paul and let the peace of Christ rule 
our hearts  (Colossians 3:15), then the 
song of the angels and the message of 
the shepherds will sound forth again 
in our time, not just at Christmas but 
throughout the entire new year to come. 

May your homes and hearts over ow 
with the richest blessings of our Savior’s 
birth  Together, may our voices raised in 
the angelic song ring out like the joyful 
sound of Christmas bells: Then pealed 
the bells more loud and deep:  God 
is not dead, nor doth He sleep   The 
Wrong shall fail,  The Right prevail,  
With peace on earth, good-will to men.

Sincerely Yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer
Bishop of Harrisburg 

Students’ Art Selected in Missionary Childhood Association Contest
By en H d n
ecial to The Witness

Joyful anticipation of Christ-
mas was illustrated through 
artwork in the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immacu-
late Conception in Washington, 
D.C., where many of this year’s 
2  winners of the Missionary 
Childhood Association Christ-
mas Artwork Contest gathered 
Dec.  with their families for the 
annual awards presentation.  

Contest winners from the 
Diocese of Harrisburg are Mary 
Grace Duncan of St. Columba 
School in Bloomsburg and Syd-
ney Dissinger from Our Mother 
of Perpetual Help School in 
Ephrata. Their artwork, selected 
from among thousands of en-
tries, is on display in the Nation-
al Shrine throughout the 201  
Advent Christmas season. 

Father Peter James Alindo-
gan, Mission Office Director of 
Trenton, celebrated Mass at the 
Basilica for winners and their 
families.  

The Missionary Childhood 
Association is the Holy Father’s 
society for children to share 

the Good News of God’s love 
and salvation while providing 
basic support for projects that 
directly support children in the 
missions. By participating in 
MCA activities, children learn 
about their brothers and sisters 
in mission countries  children 
just like themselves. And they 
also learn that their prayers and 
personal sacrifices make them 
missionaries today. 

The Diocesan MCA is part of 
the Office of Pontifical Missions, 
under the direction of Father 
Robert F. Sharman.

Winning artwork can be sent 
as eGreetings. Visit www.hbg
diocese.org MCA and look for 
2018-201  Christmas Artwork 

Contest Winners.   
The entry form for the 201 -

2020 contest can also be found 
on the website  or contact the 
Diocesan Missions Office at 
missions@hbgdiocese.org or 
717- 57- 80  for more infor-
mation. Deadline is Jan. 31, 
2020.

a en a in  is the ioc
esan issiona  Chil hoo  

ssociation Coo inato

CO RTESY OF THE PONTIFICAL MISSION SOCIETIES

Mary Grace Duncan, St. Columba School in Bloomsburg, is recognized for her Nativity 
artwork.

Sydney Dissinger from Our Mother of Perpetual Help School in Ephrata receives an award for 
her Nativity piece.
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uestions when it is released.

 A    A  L   
 li ina is short for a  li ina 

a ostolo , which means to 
the thresholds of the apostles.  
The visits, which take place typi-
cally every five to seven years, are 
an occasion for diocesan bishops 
to draw inspiration and guidance 
from the center of Catholicism, 
and to visit the tombs of St. Peter 
and St. Paul.

The visits also call upon each 
bishop to give an account of his 
Diocese to the pope and to the 
various Vatican offices. Si  months 
prior to his ad limina visit, Bishop 
Gainer presented the Vatican 
an e haustive, 300-page report, 
known as a uin uennial Report, 
on every aspect of the Diocese. 

Bishop Gainer spoke to the three 
aspects of an ad limina visit.

First, it is a pilgrimage,  he said. 
The bishops celebrated Mass at 
Rome’s four major basilicas: St. 
Peter’s, St. Paul Outside the Walls, 
St. John Lateran and St. Mary 
Major. 

I’ve had the privilege of living 
and studying in Rome, so I’ve 
been to these basilicas many 
times, but you never lose the 
awe,  he said. Each time you visit 
is like the first time. The four major 
basilicas are so amazingly beauti-
ful. The history, the magnificence 

of the artwork and architecture 
can’t help but overwhelm you.

The second aspect of the visit is 
giving an account of the state of 
the Diocese. 

Submitting the uin uennial Re-
port recognizes the universal juris-
diction of the pope,  Bishop Gainer 
said. He has clear jurisdiction 
over each Diocese  therefore, to 
make a report to him has become 
a re uirement of Church law.

The third aspect of the ad lim-
ina visit is the opportunity to be 
received in audience by the Suc-
cessor of Peter and to receive his 
counsel and to interact with him,  
he said.

Pope Francis was very rela ed. 
It was a very easy conversation. 

He is a very sincere, prayerful and 
humble person, and a very good 
listener,  he observed. 

Having been with the holy father 
and those offices that assist him 
in the daily shepherding of the 
Church, despite the stormy seas in 
which we’re now navigating, brings 
me back to the center,  Bishop 
Gainer said of the ad limina visit. 
The opportunity to pray with my 

fellow bishops and be with Pope 
Francis helped to focus on what 
really matters as we go forward in 
hope.

The .S. bishops’ ad limina 
visits are divided into 15 regions. 
The visits began the first week of 
November, and are e pected to 
conclude by the end of February. 

Continued From 
AD LIMINA

CO RTESY OF THE DIOCESE OF ERIE

The bishops of Pennsylvania and New Jersey visit the Tomb of St. Paul at the 
Basilica of St. Paul’s Outside the Walls. The bishops celebrated Mass in Rome’s 
four major basilicas during the pilgrimage.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Pope Franics gifted Bishop Ronald Gainer 
with this medallion of the Madonna and 
Child.

CO RTESY OF THE DIOCESE OF ERIE

The Bishops of Region III 
celebrate Mass in the Vatican 
Grottoes at St. Peter’s Basilica.

CO RTESY OF THE DIOCESE OF ERIE

Au iliary Bishop William Waltersheid of Pittsburgh, Bishop Edward Malesic of 
Greensburg and Bishop Ronald Gainer are pictured at the Archbasilica of St. John 
Lateran during their ad limina visit.
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Honoring Our Lady of Guadalupe
December 12 is the Feast of Our Lady 

of Guadalupe, and more than 800 faithful 
gathered at St. Joseph Church in Hanover 
for Holy Mass celebrated by Bishop Ronald 
Gainer and concelebrated by more than 10 
priests of the Diocese. 

The feast marks the Marian apparition in 
1531 to St. Juan Diego in Me ico City. And 
it’s the only apparition in which the Blessed 
Mother appears pregnant with the Christ 
child. Our Lady of Guadalupe is the patron-
ess of the Americas, of unborn children 
worldwide and to the New Evangelization of 
the Church. 

Prior to Mass, the faithful bring statues and 
paintings featuring Our Lady and place the 
hundreds of depictions in front of the altar. 
In addition, many dress in Juan Diego peas-
ant clothing as well as Aztec dress adorned in 
peacock and metallic costumes to illustrate 
the 1 th Century Me ican culture. 

After Mass, a large reception featuring 
culturally rich Me ican foods dating back 
centuries was shared in the parish center. 

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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Bishop McDevitt Student 
Acclaims School Choice at 
White House Roundtable 

Myles Slade-Bowers, a junior 
at Bishop McDevitt High School 
in Harrisburg, visited the White 
House on Dec.  to participate in 
the Educational Empowerment 
Roundtable with President Donald 
Trump and speak about the posi-
tive impact that school choice has 
had on his education.

Betsy DeVos, nited States 
Secretary of Education, invited 
Slade-Bowers as the sole student 
to represent the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. 

Slade-Bowers discussed school 

choice and Pennsylvania’s Edu-
cational Improvement Ta  Credit 
program, which provides ta  
credits to businesses that contrib-
ute to scholarship programs. It is 
because of the Pennsylvania Ta  
Credit Scholarship Program that 
Slade-Bowers has the opportunity 
to attend Bishop McDevitt High 
School. 

School choice opens up doors 
that would otherwise be slammed 
shut,  Slade-Bowers said during 
the roundtable, which included 
the president, Vice President Mike 

Pence, and Pennsylvania Speaker 
of the House Mike Turzai.

As a young, African-American 
male in a low-income neighbor-
hood, it’s more likely that I would 
be a drop-out of high school or be 
in prison at this very moment than 
speaking before you and discuss-
ing the importance of education 
freedom for all children, despite 
zip code, despite background, de-
spite race,  Slade-Bowers said.

I believe all American children 
deserve a fair chance at education 

uality,  he said.
As a school choice advocate and 

beneficiary, Slade-Bowers interned 

this past summer at the Com-
monwealth Foundation to support 
e panding school choice to more 
communities and for more educa-
tion. He volunteers for the Ameri-
can Federation for Children Voices 
for Choice, and told the president 
that he plans to attend Penn State 

niversity to major in biology and 
minor in microbiology and bio-
chemistry. 

A video clip of Slade-Bowers’ 
discussion at the roundtable can 
be seen at https: www.c-span.
org video c 8373 1 user-clip-
mcdevittsladebowersspeakswith 
presidenttrump. 

The roundtable discussion included 
high school students, school choice 
advocates and politicians. Bishop 
McDevitt student Myles Slade-
Bowers is seated second from left 
on the far side of the table.

CO RTESY OF BISHOP MCDEVITT HIGH SCHOOL

Participants of the Education Empowerment Roundtable are pictured with 
President Donald Trump Dec. . Myles Slade-Bowers is second from right.

Art Contest – Design  
a Convention Cover
For girls in grades 9-12 in the 

Diocese of Harrisburg
The Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic Women are  

sponsoring the contest for an original piece of art for the cover of 
the program for their 95th Annual Convention in April.

The theme is: “Rejoice and Be Thankful”

Grand prize: $150
Second prize: $75
Third prize: $50

Artwork should be designed for a 9x12 program cover.  
Must be an original drawing or painting.  

Mediums include watercolor, oil, acrylic, charcoal or pencil.  
Contest judged by local artists on the Board of the HDCCW.

Deadline to enter is January 20, 2020.  
For information, questions, contest guidelines,  
Contact 717-860-0700 or hdccw1@gmail.com

CO RTESY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST SCHOOL, NEW FREEDOM

St. John the Baptist School in New Freedom was represented by two teams at the 
recent Cyber Robotics Coding Competition in Harrisburg. Out of 5  teams from 
five states, one team from St. John the Baptist finished in 12th place and the other 
finished 1 th. Seen here are Nicholas David, Joey Kelchaw, Morgan Campbell and 
Jack phouse. 
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Youth Travel the World to Celebrate Christmas

By R e  B y n  S
The Catholic Witness 

Youth from across the 
Diocese e perienced 
Christmas early on Satur-
day, Dec. 1 , during the 
inaugural Around the World 
event. Coordinated by the 
Diocesan Office of Multicul-
tural Ministries, the event 
celebrated the Christmas 
traditions from various 
cultures, e plaining their 
uni ue, yet similar, ways 
of celebrating the birth of 
Christ. 

Before decorating stock-
ings and playing a variety 
of games, the nearly 75 
youth attending from 
throughout the Diocese 
learned about the Christ-
mas traditions in Vietnam, 
Peru and Nigeria. 

Angela Fernandez shared 
several Christmas tradi-
tions from Peru, her par-
ents’ home country. 

We have something 
called Black Christmas. It’s 
more of how to keep our 
culture and how to make 
sure our children don’t 
forget where we are from,  
said Fernandez. In Black 
Christmas, we have these 
kids dancing this type of 
dance called Savedeo. The 

kids dance for hours. The 
parents gather around 
and are clapping and it’s 
to know that Christmas is 
more than just opening 
gifts or what Santa is go-
ing to bring us. It’s more 
about having time with 
our families and spend-
ing time together. And of 
course having the Nativ-
ity Scene to make sure 
God is first.

Another tradition in 
Peru is celebrated in 

Lima, e plained Fernan-
dez. The city streets are 
closed and people from all 
over gather at a very large 
tree, starting in the early 
evening on Christmas Eve. 

All the families are sit-
ting around this tree. They 
sing songs, have a nice 
time, share what they do 
and just wait until it is 12 
a.m. to say Merry Christ-
mas  to everybody and to 
celebrate with each other,  
said Fernandez. It’s more 
like a family reunion. They 
have a nice dinner and 
celebrate and make sure 
Christmas is more than 
just opening gifts. It’s Je-
sus birth and having a nice 
time as a family.

Similar to Peru, Christ-
mas in Nigeria is also 
focused on family. 

Christmas in Nigeria is 
a family event,  said Gina 
Tarendale. Christmas is a 
time of reunion in families. 
We go to Mass, families 
throw parities that last all 
night long on Christmas 
Eve, we go to Church (on 
Christmas day) to give 
thanks to God, and homes 
and streets are decorated.  

Tarendale e plained 
that after Christmas Eve 
Mass, families will party 
until very early in the 
morning, singing and 
dancing. 

It’s an African tradi-
tion that the family is 
where the union starts. 
It’s really a family re-
union,  said Tarendale.

Deacon Peter uach, 
who is completing a 
pastoral year at St. 
Rose of Lima Parish in 
York, spoke of how the 
traditions in Vietnam have 
considerable differences to 
those in the nited States. 

In Vietnam, Christmas 
isn’t a huge thing because 
the popularity of Christmas 
isn’t big,  said Deacon 

uach. Not many people 
in Vietnam are Catholic, let 
alone Christian. It’s primar-
ily a Buddhist country. But 
that doesn’t mean they 
don’t celebrate it.

Deacon uach e plained 
that Christmas Eve 
is often considered 
more important 
than Christmas 
day because of the 
festivities. 

nlike here, 
Christmas is still 
a working day, so 
people still go to 
work. They still go 
to school on Christ-
mas day,  said 
Deacon uach. But 
on Christmas Eve, 
there is a huge cel-
ebration in the city 

with music and lights. 
Gift-giving is also differ-

ent in Vietnam. 
In Vietnam the people 

don’t often e change 
gifts,  said Deacon uach. 
They still e change cards, 

but presents are not very 
common.

Being in charge of many 
ethnic apostolates, I know 
how proud we are of our 
cultural heritage and how 
important it is to incorpo-
rate different elements of 
our heritage at important 
events or feast days such 
as Holy Week, Christmas 
or the Feast of Corpus 
Christi,  said Jaclyn Curran, 
coordinator of Multicultural 
Ministries for the Diocese. 
After meeting with the 

Pastoral Juvenil Council, 
I realized that Christmas 
is the perfect occasion 
for this, since not only will 
it connect the youth with 
their cultural heritage, but 
at the same time parents 
understand the impor-
tance of keeping a connec-

tion with what makes us 
uni ue.

Curran added the event 
was also used as a remind-
er of what this season 
is about and realizing 
how blessed we are that 
we are able to honor and 
praise Jesus the way we 
do. The slideshow that I 
shared with those present 
shared many beautiful and 
positive traditions, but it 
also shows us that many 
people out there are not 
as blessed as we are, with 
countries as North Korea 
celebrating Christmas un-
derground.

Curran hopes to make 
Christmas Around the 
World an annual event, 
saying she already has 
ideas for ne t year. 

I am absolutely thrilled 
with how it went,  said Cur-
ran.

To see more photos and 
a video from Christmas 
Around the World, please 
visit our website at  
www.hbgdiocese.org. 

RACHEL BRYSON, M.S., THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Attendees of the Diocese’s inaugural Christmas around the World 
event pose for a group photo.

Gina Tarendale talks about the 
reunion-like parties that gather 
families on Christmas Eve.

Angela Fernandez 
presents on various 
traditions from Peru, 
her parents’ home 
country.  

Deacon Peter uach 
speaks about Christmas 
traditions in Vietnam.
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Trinity High 
School in 
Camp Hill 
welcomes 
students 
from 
Harrisburg 
Catholic 
Elementary 
School  for 
crafts, cookie 
decorating, 
visiting 
Santa, gym 
games, 
dancing, 
storytelling, 
and more. 

Bucknell niversity’s Catholic Campus 
Ministry students spread cheer at 
Maria Joseph Manor in Danville.

Students at Resurrection School in Lancaster 
made Christmas ornaments for local parishioners.

Eighth-graders at Our Mother of Perpetual Help School in Ephrata depict the scene 
from their Christmas play.Students at Delone Catholic High School 

in McSherrystown decorate the cafeteria 
in a Twelve Days of Christmas  theme.

Women gather for the Ladies’ 
Candelight, a tradition of 
prayer and dinner at Holy 
Spirit Parish in Palmyra.

Students at Sacred Heart of Jesus 
School in Lancaster perform their 
annual Christmas tableau. 

Preparing Hearts  
for Christmas

Living Nativity scenes, candlelight services, Advent-themed crafts 
and visits from St. Nicholas are some of the many ways children and 
adults in the Diocese are preparing their hearts for the birth of the 
Savior. This collage of photos, submitted by parish and school staff, 
offers a glimpse of their various Advent activities.
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St. Nicholas Family Night at the Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick 
in Harrisburg included crafts, food and a visit from St. Nicholas. 

Colin Malpass enjoys breakfast with 
St. Nicholas at St. Joan of Arc School 
in Hershey. 

Fundraiser wreaths created by eighth-
graders at St. Theresa School in New 
Cumberland to benefit Shalom House. 

Fourth-graders at Lebanon 
Catholic School display the Toys 
for Tots donations. 

Religious Education students 
at Holy Angels Parish in 
Kulpmont display their 3-D 
illustrations of a Joyful Mystery. 

A child enjoys a Nativity scene 
at Lebanon Catholic School.

Students from Our Lady Help of 
Christians in Lykens and Sacred 
Heart of Jesus in Williamstown 
create Christmas decorations.

Students from Holy Family School in Berwick perform the Nativity play during the annual Christmas concert. 

Katie awilinski portrays the Angel 
Gabriel during the Christmas 
pageant for the parishes of St. 
Mark in Greencastle and St. Luke in 
Mercersburg. 
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’Rocks Are Rolling Early
By Chris Heisey

The Catholic Witness
When the calendar ips to December, it means 

the high school hoops season begins. To open 
the season, the Fighting Irish of York Catholic 
hosted the Shamrocks of Trinity High School in a 
girls’ and boys’ doubleheader on Dec. 7.

In the first game, Trinity led throughout, but the 
Fighting Irish closed an eight-point lead early in 
the fourth uarter to tie it with si  minutes left. 
But the Shamrocks responded with a 7-0 run 
that turned the game for Trinity, who last season 
made it all the way to the PIAA state semifinals 
before losing to Dunmore. Trinity definitely has 
holes to fill as they lost their core scoring nucleus 
to graduation.    

Despite that fact, the Shamrocks are plenty 
talented and it is difficult to see them not playing 
playoff basketball come early spring. The same 
is true for the Fighting Irish.

In the nightcap of the doubleheader, Trinity 
boys overwhelmed a young York Catholic team. 
Given the Shamrocks are returning several start-
ers from a team that barely lost the PIAA state 
championship game last March, the Fighting 
Irish had a steep mountain to climb to hang with 
Trinity. The ’Rocks jumped out to a 27-3 lead 
with deadly shooting and a turnover-producing 
defense.

In Trinity’s third game of the season against 
crosstown archrival and a very good Camp Hill 
team, the going was not as easy for the boys’ 

team at home on Dec. 13. Trinity trailed much of 
the game, unable to solve the Lions’ zone which 
stymied Trinity all night. And if you don’t turn 
the ball over, which the Lions did not, Trinity is 
unable to generate offense off of their defense. 
When you shut down Trinity’s ability to score 
in transition, the ’Rocks must rely on their star 
forward Chance Westry, who as a sophomore 
has Division I schools looking closely, to carry 
the scoring load. On a hobbled knee as chance 
would have it, Westry hit a 30-foot buzzer-beating 
step back jumpshot to win the game for Trinity in 
front of a packed crowd that swarmed the court 
in a frenzy to celebrate the win.  

Decent chance that may well happen in March, 
again, when the games mean more.

McDevitt’s Lady Crusaders Host Teacher Appreciation Night
By Jen Reed

The Catholic Witness
    As a way to honor teachers and staff for 

the important role they play, the girls’ bas-
ketball team at Bishop McDevitt High School 
in Harrisburg hosted a Teacher Appreciation 
Night before the start of their varsity match-up 
against Lower Dauphin on Dec. 10. 

    In an endearing ceremony prior to tip-off, 
each member of the Lady Crusaders escorted 
their honored teacher to center court and pre-
sented them with a letter of appreciation and a 
gift card. The ensuing scene, with all students 

and teachers present, e tended from baseline 
to baseline.

    Junior center Brigid Fuller honored chemis-
try teacher Rebecca Lowe. 

    She’s inspired me with how much she 
loves what she does,  Fuller said. She’s al-
ways willing to offer e tra help. Beyond being a 
teacher, I’m honoring her as a person who has 
helped me to grow.

    The Lady Crusaders delivered handwritten 
invitations for the teachers to be recognized at 
the game. They’re a big part of our lives, and 

we want to have them here too at our games,  
Fuller said.

    Religion teacher Tom Baker, who was 
honored by junior Taja Colbert, said he was 
humbled by the recognition. 

    It shows that the student has trust in me, 
and sees the good that I’m doing for them as 
a teacher,  he said. It’s really humbling to 
be asked to come to an event like this, to be 
escorted onto the court by one of the players. 
It means a lot. It definitely shows how we are a 
family here.

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

In a demonstration of teacher 
appreciation, the Lady Crusaders 
line the basketball court with 
their honored educators.

Bishop McDevitt 
Principal Vince 
Harper is escorted 
onto the court by 
Mercia Walton.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Trinity’s Chance Westry drives 
against York Catholic in the 
season opener.

York Catholic’s 
Gabrielle Coley, 
senior, scores 
two in the paint. 

Shamrock’s forward Jocelyn Dorsey, junior, draws 
contact against the Fighting Irish. Trinity edged York 
Catholic, 8- , to open the season and are off to a 

-0 start. 
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Boy Scouts Express Devotion in Abbottstown
By Chris Heisey 

The Catholic Witness
 One hundred fifty si  years 

ago, President Abraham Lin-
coln told loyal Americans that 
To the great task remaining 

before us that from these hon-
ored dead we take increased 
devotion to that cause for 
which they gave the last full 
measure devotion.  

Today, those words long 
ago addressed by Lincoln to 
a country riven with partisan 
rancor are still taken to heart, 
by the Boy Scouts of Troop 
127 of Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Parish in Abbottstown. 
On a rainy Dec. 1 , they laid 
wreaths on 78 veteran graves 
in the graveyard that borders 
the church in rural Adams County 
some 17 miles from the spot 
Lincoln asked for that increased 

Carlisle Knights Distribute Coats for Kids
As the weather turned 

cold, the Knights of 
Columbus in Carlisle 
heated up their com-
mitment to the com-
munity with free winter 
coat distributions for 
children. Knights of Co-
lumbus Council 057 
at St. Patrick Parish in 
Carlisle distributed  
brand new, warm coats 
to children at Lamber-
ton Middle School, and 
Hamilton and LeTort 
Elementary Schools in 
Carlisle. 

Knights of Colum-
bus councils have 
handed out more than 
500,000 coats to 
children throughout 
the nited States and 
Canada through the 
Coats for Kids program. 

CO RTESY OF CO NCIL 057

Knights of Columbus members Chip Steinberger, Grand Knight Charles Bailey, District 
Deputy Jim Markley, Tim Andrel, Dave DeFour, David O’Donnell, Tony DeSorbo, Jake 
Morano and Jack Connolly present coats to LeTort Principal Aaron Carmichael and 
School Nurse Kerry Weeler.

 THE EPIPHANY 
ITALIAN MASS

EPIFANIA DEL NOSTRO SIGNORE

Sunday, January 5, 2020 at  
12:15 P.M.

 SAINT PATRICK CATHEDRAL
212 State Street

Harrisburg, PA 17101
 Father Joshua Brommer, Celebrant

Special thanks to:
Rev. Joshua R. Brommer, Chaplain for the 

Italian Apostolate Ministry
Mario Billow of Daily Funeral Home

&
The Italian Apostolate Ministry 

Committee will provide a reception  
after Mass

For more information, please contact:
Mariella Amato at 717-278-9420
Maria DiSanto at 717-554-5698
e-mail: disanto1@comcast.net

devotion. 
The Scouts, led by Scout Mas-

ter Kevin Depaulis, laid wreaths 

in an East Berlin cemetery in the 
morning, before returning to the 
parish to participate in the solemn 

ceremony in which dozens of 
parishioners supported the 
Scouts. After the National 
Anthem was reverently sung 
by Kathy Schwar, Father Philip 
Burger blessed the wreaths 
before each Scout placed 
the wreaths on the graves 
of veterans that date as far 
back to the Revolutionary War 
and all the con icts since. 
After the wreath laying, Scout 
leader Ryan Gebhart struck 
a poignant rendition of Taps, 
which was a fitting salute to 
the veterans passed and his 
fellow devoted Scouts. 

The neat thing about this, 
being our first year doing this 
wreath laying, is that it teach-
es the boys about respecting 

veterans and the freedoms we have 
in this country. We are very proud 
of our boys here,  Depaulis said.

Father Philip Burger, 
pastor, blesses 
the wreaths as 
parishioners gather 
for the ceremony.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Scouts Jareth DeWall, Erick Staver, Carter Costella, 
Joe Murphy, Nathan Maysilles, Levi Mummert, Logan 
Bergels and Ryan Gebhart salute a veteran’s grave.

Cub Scout Noah Maysilles and 
Boy Scout Jareth DeWall render 
a salute after placing a wreath.
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The Called
A series of profiles on clergy and religious

Father John Bateman
Hometown: Born in Bal-

timore, raised in Camp 
Hill

Education: Herbert 
Hoover Elementary, Camp 
Hill High School  HACC, 

niversity of Pittsburgh, 
Temple niversity, Pontifi-
cal College Josephinum, 
Pontifical niversity of St. 
Thomas A uinas

Current assignment: 
Currently deployed with 
the S Air Force (PA Air 
National Guard) to Al 
Dhafra Air Base, AE, as 
Catholic Chaplain

Tell me a little bit about 
your childhood, and how the 
seeds of faith were planted.

I grew up in a very Catholic 
family. Mass and CCD (as we 
called it then) were not op-
tional, but part of the rhythm 
of family life. But we also 
spent a lot of time in Protes-
tant churches  my dad was 
an organist and he often had 
jobs in various Protestant 
churches in the area, so we 
went to Mass on Saturday 
night, then the Protestant ser-
vice on Sunday morning. At 
a young age, it rooted within 
me a heart for ecumenism. 
In fact, that e perience has 
enabled me to work success-
fully in the Chaplain Corps 
working with various Christian 
denominations and other 
religions in a harmonious way 
to do one thing: care for the 
Airmen and their families.

Growing up, we celebrated 
the holidays always from a 
Catholic perspective. Christ-
mas didn’t begin until De-
cember 25  we celebrated 
Advent by singing and lighting 
the Advent wreath at the din-
ner table each evening, then 
the tree finally went up Christ-
mas Eve. For the 12 days 
of Christmas, each morning 
my brother and I would take 
turns moving the magi a little 
closer to the manger until 
they arrived on January . 
During Lent, the crucifi es 
and images of saints were 
covered in purple until Easter. 
In May, we prayed the Rosary. 
In October, we made bou-

uets of autumn leaves for 
the Blessed Mother’s altar. 

When did you enter semi-
nary?

I entered the seminary in 
1 1, one year after I gradu-
ated college, for one reason: 
to prove God wrong. For 

many years, ever since grade 
school, I had this draw to 
the priesthood  so much so 
that I made my parents sit in 
the front row at the old Good 
Shepherd Church so that I 
could see what the priest was 
doing. Despite this constant 
urging from God, I wanted 
nothing to do with it and tried 
to avoid it as much as pos-
sible. 

During college, I was spo-
radic in the practice of my 
faith until a priest from Phila-
delphia, whom I had brought 
to the nursing home to cele-
brate Mass for the residents, 
asked me, You’re Catholic, 
aren’t you  I couldn’t imag-
ine how he knew. You knew 
all the answers. So, why 
don’t you come to church  
That simple invitation was 
all it took. I began to attend 
church regularly once again, 
I got involved at my local 
parish and began to teach 
Religious Ed. When I gradu-
ated from college, I called Fa-
ther Bill Forrey (a close friend 
of my family) and spoke to 
him about a possible call to 
priesthood. That was the first 
time I shared the feeling with 
anyone. He was supportive 
and encouraging, but I wasn’t 
ready yet. 

I went to work in a nurs-
ing home outside Philly for a 
year, where God’s call contin-
ued, most especially, through 
a woman named Grace. Every 
day, she would come to my 
office and ask, Pastor, I’ve 
been at this church all day. 
Can I go home now  And I’d 
walk her back to her room, 
which was just the ne t door 
over. But God was constantly 
calling. Finally, I couldn’t deal 
with the nagging anymore 
and decided I’d apply to the 
Diocese.

What have you most en-
joyed about parish life?

For seven years, I worked 
as a chaplain in two of our 
high schools, Bishop McDe-
vitt and Delone Catholic. I 
truly enjoyed my work in the 
high schools. As a parochial 
vicar, I worked with the youth 
groups in my parishes  
many of these young people, 
now all adults, have become 
very dear friends and an im-
portant part of my life. They 
call me Father,  and they, 
in many ways, are absolutely 
my spiritual children. That’s 
probably what I most enjoyed 
about parish life: working 
with our youth. As a pastor, 
it takes on a different turn. 
While still involved with youth, 
as pastor you strive to set a 
vision for a parish to move 
together in faith. In each of 
the parishes where I’ve been 
pastor (Sacred Heart, Lewis-
town  St. Jude, Mif intown  
St. Andrew, Waynesboro  St. 
Francis avier, Gettysburg  
and administrator of Our Lady 
of the Visitation in Shippens-
burg) I’ve always tried to be a 
window  that allows the light 

of Christ to shine through me 
and that welcomes people 
into a deep friendship with 
Christ in prayer, knowledge of 
the faith, and participation in 
the sacraments.

Talk about your experience 
with the Order of the Holy 
Sepulchre of Jerusalem.

I gained a tremendous ap-
preciation for the Holy Land 
and the work of the Order 
during my tenure. Our Chris-
tian brothers and sisters in 
the Holy Land, the true living 
stones  of Jesus’ Holy Land, 
are under constant pres-
sures, if not outright perse-
cution. We don’t often think 
about who the Christians of 
the Holy Land are, but they 
are people not only in Israel, 
but many, many Christians 
in Palestine, Jordan and on 
the island of Cyprus. My work 
with the Order helped me to 
gain a much greater appre-
ciation for the plight of our 
Christian brothers and sisters 
there, and the RGENCY of 
our support for them  mate-
rial, financial and spiritual. It 
is why pilgrimage needs to be 
an important part of the life 
of Knights and Ladies of the 
Order: to SEE the situation 
on the ground, to touch those 
living stones,  our brothers 

and sisters.

You have a Licentiate of 
Canon Law. How did the 
decision for those studies 
come about? 

Further studies was not 
anything I had imagined. 

When I was called to serve 
Cardinal O’Brien in Rome, he 
told me (and Bishop Gainer) 
that I should go back to get 
another degree, because I 
would have ade uate time to 
study.  

Because I was only home 
for a few months (I arrived 
home from Rome in July) 
before deploying, my work 
at the Tribunal didn’t get too 
involved in marriage cases. 
However, I was assisting 
in developing policies and 
recommendations for Bishop 
Gainer on how to approach 
more difficult pastoral issues. 
I was helping with annulment 
cases by conducting inter-
views for the cases. I was 
available to help the Tribu-
nal with whatever work they 
needed.

What prompted you to 
military service?

I had always wanted to join 
the military. While in high 
school, I applied for an Air 
Force ROTC scholarship at 
Penn State, which I didn’t re-
ceive. So, being young, I just 
moved on to something else. 
During college, several of my 
friends were in the Army, and 
I wanted very much to serve 
our nation just as they were. 
During seminary, I asked our 
bishop at the time if I might 
be able to pursue military 
chaplaincy. Back in those 
days, we were not blessed 
with the number of voca-
tions we have now  we were a 
total of only about eight men 
in seminary, so the bishop 
really couldn’t afford to have 
someone leave the Diocese 
for military service. 

Back in 2011, Bishop 
McFadden wrote to all the 
priests asking if someone 
would be interested in serv-
ing in the PA Air National 
Guard out of Middletown. I 

uickly responded. I gratefully 
accepted the opportunity and 
in 2012 went to OTS (Officer 
Training School) at Ma well 
AFB in Alabama, then to 
Chaplain School at Fort Jack-
son in South Carolina. In early 
2013, I deployed to Land-
stuhl military hospital where 
I served our wounded and 
recovering military members. 

What is your role as mili-
tary chaplain?

My roles vary depending 
on where I am. In this cur-
rent deployed situation, I 
am the only military Catholic 
priest in the entire country, 
and so I provide Catholic 
Mass and sacraments to all 
the Catholics on this base, 
as well as an Army post in a 
nearby city and even assist 
with Mass at the local Catho-

lic Cathedral in Abu Dhabi. 
However, while the priest for 
our Catholics, I am a chaplain 
for ALL the military members. 
The Chaplain Corps speaks 
of being s uadron focused  

 so much of our ministry is 
being present in the various 
s uadrons and shops, build-
ing relationships with the 
airmen so that when if there 
are concerns or issues, they 
have an already established 
rapport with the chaplain, 
regardless of their denomi-
nation, spiritual background 
or even if they are people of 
no faith. This way, they can 
easily enter into a counseling 
relationship with the chap-
lain. It is e citing work here.

You’ve served the people 
of God in a variety of minis-
tries.

Through it all, only one title 
strikes to the heart of what 
my service to God’s people is 
all about: Father.  While my 
time with the Cardinal and 
the Order was an incredible 
e perience, there is one thing 
I missed: being a pastor. Be-
ing present to journey with 
a parish community of faith, 
building one another up, 
growing in our understanding 
of the faith, celebrating the 
sacraments together, e peri-
encing together the joys and 
sorrows of daily life, watching 
the children grow  that is 
where my heart is rooted. 

Would you like to offer a 
message or greeting to the 
people of the Diocese of 
Harrisburg?

Firstly, THANK YO  for your 
support. I’ve received numer-
ous notes, messages, and 
(from one former parish and 
parishioners) 11 bo es of 
supplies and goodies that the 
people of the parish collected 
for me to hand out to our 
troops here at Al Dhafra Air 
Base. You have no idea just 
how important your support 
is to us  Thank you

Secondly, I can’t wait to 
come home and receive a 
new assignment. When I 
return after deployment I’ll 
return to Seven Sorrows and 
the Tribunal. Then, when 
assignments are made early 
this summer, I’ll receive a 
more permanent assignment 
from Bishop Gainer. Right 
now, only God knows that 
that assignment will be. But I 
am confident of two things: it 
will be where God wants me, 
right now, to be serving God’s 
people  and I will do it all with 
the heart of a priest  with 
the strength of Jesus’ Most 
Sacred Heart.

Father John 
Bateman 
displays 
cards he 
received 
from 
students 
at Seven 
Sorrows 
School in 
Middletown.
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The Heart of 
Christmas

By is er er yn h id  CC
ecial to The Witness 

Recently, as I was driving to work, I 
switched on the radio to listen to some Chris-
tian music. To my chagrin, even though in my 
world it was Advent, the station was blaring 
Christmas music. I was totally tempted to 
turn off the radio and growl at the culture for 
not actually preparing for Christmas. How-
ever, a new song  at least to me  ooded 
my conscience: The Heart of Christmas by 
Matthew West.

As soon as the first few measures began, 
my soul hungered to listen to its message. 
At a very high level, the song talks about the 
busyness of this season and the pressure 
that we all put on ourselves to get Christmas 
just right. But the HEART of Christmas  No 
other than a babe lying in a manger  the 
feeding trough of animals. 

Yeah, yeah,  I can hear you saying, That 
campaign already ran with Keep Christ in 
Christmas’ car magnets. Come on Sister, can 
you write something original  My response, 

Ok, don’t stop reading
As I walked from my car into the Diocesan 

Center, I thought, What about opening my 
heart to the Heart of Christmas  opening my 
heart to Him in a way in which I have never 
done before  Could that be my Christmas 
present to Him  Hmm. I pondered on this 
for several days as I answered e-mails and 
answered the Help Desk calls.

So much of this season is full of tinsel and 
tiny lights. But have you EVER REALLY won-
dered what that first Christmas was actually 
like  A homeless couple, having no place to 
stay, was given permission to go to a manger, 
a place where animals were kept. Safe. Pro-
tected. But not a palace. You might actually 
call it shabby. The shabbiness  of that first 
Christmas can be re ected in the nicks and 
bumps and the missing chips that often mark 
our own manger sets. 

As I chewed on this thought, the chips and 
the nicks came to represent being childlike 
and transparent in the midst of life’s events. 
Opening your heart to be REAL  the person 
whom God has called us to be as well as the 
person who has been scarred by life and per-
sonal sin. The person who can wonder how 
a Creator can love us so much that He leapt 
down from heaven and took on esh. The 

person who can be  
frank, guileless, honest,  
approachable and imperfect. 
The person who can be humble 
enough to admit personal 
shortcomings. It is through 
these imperfections that 
the power of the Babe 
can be lived out in us  
St. Paul writes, God  
said to me, My grace is 
sufficient for you, for My 
power is perfected in 
weakness.’  (2 Cor. 12: )

So bare your heart to 
Him this Christmas. Give 
Him a present that you will never regret. As 
Matthew West sings, Wherever you are, no 
matter how far, come back to the heart, the 
heart of Christmas.

(Sister Geralyn Schmidt is the Wide Area 
Network Coordinator at the Diocese of Harris-
burg and the Director of Formation for Wives 
in the Diaconate Program. An educator for 
30 years, she is responsible for Professional 
Development Programs for every age learner. 
Through her presentations, she challenges 
her audiences to be the individual God has 
called them to be.)

ACROSS 
   
  1  Christ has ___ natures 
  4  Persia in Bible 
  8  Common fish 
11  In possession of 
12  Type of lily 
13  Away 
14  Used for anointing 
15  Sour 
16  Ancient S. American 
17  Ideal 
19  Bowed 
20  Listen in on 
21 Control (your  
      hearts") 

22  Embarrass 
25  Brainwave chart (abbr.) 
26  Tax Department 
29  "In __ or in deed" 
30  Woeful 
31  Egg-shaped 
32  Pride 
33  Danish krone (abbr.) 
34  Tough 
35  Christ's mother 
37  Thai 
38  To wear out God 
40 "To all the ___ of  
      God" 
44  Dislike 
45  False bible god 

46  All did with 5 loaves 
47  Mary's sword flower 
48  Otherwise 
49  No room here 
50  Tender loving care 
51  "In word or in ___" 
52  Negative 
 
DOWN 
  1  Blessed art ___" 
  2  __ on tables 
  3  Norway city 
  4  Advent OT prophet 
  5  Review 
  6  "Against" 
  7  "Land of __" 
  8  Become pregnant 
  9  "___ upon a time" 
10 Resurrection from  
      the ___ 
13  Woman 
18  Stress disorder 
19  Assumption month 
21  Martyr color 
22  Veneration 
23  Fen 
24  Incense is 
25  Hearing part 
27  Uncooked 
28  Slick 
30  "As high as the ___" 
31  American river 
33  Parch 
34  Set apart 
36  Greek god of war 
37  Banter 
38  Bit 
39  Royalty 
40  Bundle 
41  Of no value 
42  Bunsen burner 
43  Peter did to Jesus 
45  Mattress 

CrossWord T 
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DIOCESAN NOTEBOOK
(Submit typed announcements to  

witness@hbgdiocese.org, nine days before the 
issue date. No �yers or ads, please.)

Spiritual OfferingS
Mass on Christmas Eve with traditional Croatian Christ-

mas carols, 11:30 p.m. at Prince of Peace/Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Church in Steelton. Father David L. Dan-
neker, pastor, celebrant. Traditional Croatian Christmas carols 
with tamburica accompaniment will be sung before Mass be-
ginning at 11 p.m. and during the Mass.

The Marian Icon of “Our Lady, Help of Persecuted Chris-
tians” on display for devotion Jan. 6-12 at Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church in New Holland. Arranged by Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil 12451 to raise awareness of plight of persecuted Christians 
around the world.

Twelfth Night music celebration at Assumption BVM 
Church in Lebanon, Jan. 5 at 3 p.m. Bringing together choirs, 
ensembles, bell-ringers, soloists, instrumentalists and bands 
from Assumption Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Benedict the Abbot 
and St. Cecilia in Lebanon, the Fatima Mission in Jonestown, 
Church of the Holy Spirit in Palmyra, Mary Gate of Heaven in 
Myerstown, St. Paul the Apostle in Annville, and Sacred Heart of 
Jesus in Cornwall. A reception follows the concert.

Historic St. Mary Church in Lancaster, 34th Annual 12th 
Night Concert on Jan. 5 at 2 p.m., including area Catholic and 
Lancaster Catholic High School choirs. A freewill offering will 
bene�t the Lancaster Catholic Worker House. A small reception 
will follow. Parking available in the Steinman Park Garage on 
Vine Street across from the church. Contact the rectory at 717-
392-2578 for more information.

15-decade Rosary for Life, every third Saturday of the month
following the 9 a.m. Traditional Latin Mass at St. Lawrence Cha-
pel in Harrisburg. All are invited to attend to pray for an end to 
abortion. For information, contact Chris at 717-432-5415. 

Celebrate St. Elizabeth Ann Seton’s Feast Day at the Seton 
Shrine in Emmitsburg, Md., Jan. 4. Mass with Baltimore’s Arch-
bishop William Lori at 10 a.m. in the Basilica where St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton’s remains are entombed. Those in attendance 
named after St. Elizabeth Ann Seton will be recognized at Mass. 
After Mass, enjoy free tours of the historic homes where she 
lived and worked from 1809 until her death in 1821. For more 
info, visit setonshrine.org.

educatiOn & enrichment
The Lay Fraternities of St. Dominic attract prayerful men 

and women with a deep love of the Catholic Church, an interest 
in living according to Gospel values, ongoing study of the faith, 
and salvation of souls. If you are interested in learning about 
the Dominican Laity, attend a monthly fraternity meeting. The 
next one is Jan. 12 at 1 p.m. at the Dominican Monastery in 
Lancaster. Contact oplaitylancaster@gmail.com.

Iconography class at St. Katharine Drexel Parish in Me-
chanicsburg, Jan. 10, 17, 21, Feb, 7, 21, 28 and March 6 
from 6-9 p.m. Snow make-up day is Feb. 29. Classes taught 
by Nancy Keener. Beginners’ class, no experience necessary. 
Cost of $125 includes all materials. To register, contact Nancy 
at 717-579-0194 or nkeener2@gmail.com. A $50 deposit re-
serves a space in the class. 

Companions in Hope, suicide grief support group, meets 
Dec. 29 at 6 p.m. at St. Joseph Church in York. As companions, 
we accompany each other in a setting where free expression of 
grief is acceptable, con�dentiality is observed, and compas-
sion and non-judgmental attitudes prevail as we encounter Di-
vine Mercy. RSVP to Companionsinhope@gmail.com or Deacon 
Neil at crispo@sjy.org.

Theology on Tap in Lancaster presents Damon Owens, Jan. 
14 at the Holiday Inn’s Imperial Restaurant, Lancaster. Owens, 
international speaker and founder of “joytob,” will speak on “To 
Be is To Be For.” Happy half hour starts at 7 p.m., followed by 
the speaker and Q&A at 7:30 p.m. Theology on Tap is a young 
adult ministry of the Diocese, open to all young adults in their 
20s and 30s. 

“UNPLANNED Morning of Hope, Healing and Reparation” 
featuring Abby Johnson’s true story in the movie “UNPLANNED,”
Jan. 18 at St. Joseph Church in York. Day begins with Mass at 8 
a.m. in the Divine Mercy Chapel, followed by light breakfast and 

the movie at 9 a.m. Morning will include a Holy Hour, Adora-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament and Confession at 11 a.m. in 
the chapel. RSVP to Peggy at pegpritch@aol.com. Snow date 
is Jan. 25. 

pilgrimageS & retreatS
Celebrate 100 years since the birth of St. John Paul II

with Father Tukura Pius Michael, O.P., pastor of St. Pius X Par-
ish in Selinsgrove, on a 12-day pilgrimage, Aug. 3-14, 2020, 
visiting Poland and Prague. Land only price: $2,950 pp in 
double occupancy, �rst class hotel accommodations, private 
motor-coach transportation, all breakfasts and eight dinners, 
and professional guided sightseeing. Registration deadline 
is April 15. Contact Catholic Heritage Tours at 1-800-290-
3876 or www.catholicheritagetours.com/FPPC or Mark Filo-
hoski at 570-374-3933.

Pilgrimage to the Passion Play in Oberammergau, the 
Czech Republic and Poland with Bishop Edward Malesic and 
the Diocese of Greensburg, Aug. 25-Sept. 6, 2020. For details 
and registration information, contact Father Willie Lechnar at 
724-552-2645 or wlechnar@dioceseofgreensburg.org. Down-
load a brochure at www.GoCatholicTravel.com/20002. 

fundraiSerS & eventS
Lancaster Court Queen of Peace #1023 of the Catholic 

Daughters of the Americas, National Education Contest. 
Open to all youth in grades 4-12, from all schools. Enter 
art, essay, poetry, computer art, music and photography for 
one of two themes: “Blessed are the Peacemakers” or “Living 
in Harmony with Others. Visit http://www.catholicdaughters.
org/ and click on “Education Contest Forms” under the fre-
quent downloads section for rules and details. Entries must 
be postmarked by or delivered to Margaret T. Giordano, Edu-
cation Contest Chairman, 1530 Hollywood Drive, Lancaster, 
PA 17601, by Feb. 1. Call 717-390-9035 with questions.

St. Catherine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg, bus to the 
March for Life in Washington, D.C., Jan. 24. Departs at 7:30 
a.m. from the parish and returns at 6:30 p.m. Riders asked 
to contribute $30 to help cover the cost of the bus. Contact 
Deb in the parish of�ce at 717-564-1321, ext. 132, to re-
serve your seat.

“An Evening of Accordion” at Lancaster Catholic High 
School, Jan. 28 at 7:30 p.m., featuring Cody McSherry ’21 
on the button accordion, chromatic button accordion, diaton-
ic button accordion, and vocals. Repertoire will include clas-
sical, jazz, international folk and accordion novelty pieces. 
Cody McSherry previously performed at the Kennedy Center 
in Washington, D.C. Admission is free. Donations accepted 
for Lancaster Catholic’s Fine & Performing Arts Department. 

Lancaster Crusader girls’ spring softball registration is 
open. Assembling teams for 8U, 10U, 12U, and 14U for the 
spring 2020 season. All home games are played at St. Leo 
the Great in Rohrerstown. As a feeder program for Lancaster 
Catholic, teams accept girls from any parish in Lancaster 
County.  Register online at https://stleos.weshareonline.
org/CrusaderSoftballRegistrationSPRING2020. Registration 
deadline is Jan. 15. We anticipate indoor practices begin-
ning in March. Need more information?  Contact Ed Krow, 
Crusader Softball Coordinator, at ed@edkrow.com.

St. Cecilia Parish in Lebanon, spring travel trip to Fox-
wood, Mystic & the Newport Mansions. May 3-7. Includes 
motorcoach transportation, four nights lodging at Two Trees 
Inn Foxwoods, eight meals. Visit Newport Mansions, visit 
Mystic seaport and old Mystic village, and much more, for 
$540 per person, double occupancy. For information and 
reservations, contact Fred Maurer at 717-273-7930.

Holy Name Society of St. Cecilia Parish in Lebanon, pork 
and sauerkraut dinner, Jan. 1 in the Lehman Street social 
hall from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Cost is $10 for adults, $5 for chil-
dren. Pork, sauerkraut, mashed potatoes, apple sauce, green 
beans, bread and drinks. Eat in or take out. 

Lancaster Catholic High School’s activities fair, Jan. 25 
from 1-3 p.m. in Berger Gym. Prospective families can speak 
to and interact with  various clubs, sports teams, campus 
ministry and the Fine and Performing Arts ensembles. Stu-
dents who complete a bingo card indicating they spoke with 
a variety of extracurricular activities will be entered into a 
raf�e for free tuition for the 2020-21 school year. To register, 
visit www.lchsyes.org/activities/. Attendees who pre-register 
will be entered into a raf�e to win Amazon gift cards. 

“Tour of Biblical Proportions” trip with St. Joseph Leisure 
Club in Mechanicsburg, June 23-26. Trip to Kentucky desti-
nations, including the Creation Museum, a 75,000-square-
foot facility featuring biblical history and exhibits, botanical 
gardens, a planetarium, a zoo and more; the Ark Encoun-
ter, a full-size Noah’s Ark, built according to the dimensions 
given in the Bible; the 19th century German neighborhood, 
Mainstrasse Village, home to the Carroll Chimes Bell Tower, 
the Goose Girl Fountain and unique shops and galleries; a 
private dinner cruise on the Queen City Riverboat; and dinner 
and a live performance of at Washington Platform Restau-
rant, Cincinnati. Contact trip coordinators at 717-737-8600.

JOb OpeningS
Lebanon Catholic School seeks an advancement officer to 

advance the mission of the school through fund-raising plans 
and constituent relations. Responsibilities include developing 
communication strategies, cultivating donor relationships, pro-
curing major gifts and running an annual fund. Background 
and youth protection clearances required. Forward an applica-
tion, pastor recommendation cover letter and résumé to Deb 
Waters, principal, at hiring@lebanoncatholicschool.org. Links 
to application and pastor recommendation available with full 
job description at www.hbgdiocese.org/jobs. 

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish in Harrisburg 
seeks an organist/choir director for 3 weekend Masses and 
one choir rehearsal each week. Interested persons may email 
a résumé to ourladyoftheblessedsacramentparishharrisburg
@hbgdiocese.org. No phone calls, please. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Lancaster seeks a part-
time parish secretary/bookkeeper to perform a broad 
range of administrative duties. Responsibilities will include 
daily of�ce operation, reception, records maintenance, �l-
ing, mailings, bookkeeping, youth protection and clearance 
maintenance and other duties as needed. Candidate must 
be a practicing Catholic and possess an overall knowledge 
of general of�ce procedures and equipment operation. Pro-
�ciency in Microsoft Of�ce applications is required. All Child 
Protection Clearances and procedures for Employees in the 
Commonwealth of PA are applicable. For more information, 
contact the parish at 717-394-0757. To apply, submit name, 
address, phone number, recent related work experience 
and at least three references to Father Michael Metzgar at 
frmmetzgar@sacredheartsch.org.

St. Joseph Parish in York seeks two part-time custodi-
ans, one for weekends only—Saturday and Sunday, noon-7 
p.m., and one for weekdays—Tuesday through Friday from 7 
a.m.-noon. Both positions are responsible for all aspects of 
cleanliness, refuse/recycling removal, and sanitation of the 
bathrooms, of�ces, common spaces, and conferences rooms 
in the church. Knowledge of minor maintenance and repairs 
is helpful. Applicants must have all necessary employee 
clearances and a valid driver’s license. Interested applicants 
can contact the parish manager, Erin, at Maiolino@sjy.org or 
717-755-7503, ext. 227.

St. Joseph Parish in Danville seeks a part-time music 
coordinator.  Music degree or equivalent experience pre-
ferred, but not required. Experience in accompanying at 
Catholic Masses and work with choir also preferred. Posi-
tion requires competent playing of the organ and/or piano 
at weekend Masses, Holy Days, and other sacramental and 
devotional services (such as weddings and funerals); also 
coordinates cantors and directs the parish choir. Interested 
parties should submit a basic résumé and letter of interest 
to Father Timothy Marcoe, pastor, at frtmarcoe@hbgdiocese.
org.  Questions can also be directed to Father Marcoe via 
email or at 570-275-2512, ext. 2. 

ext Deadline: January 
Want to share an announcement for the  

Notebook page  The deadline for submissions 
for the January 10 edition of The Witness is 

Thursday, January  at :  p.m. 
Submit written announcements via e-mail 

to witness@hbgdiocese.org. Limit 70 words. 
No ads, posters or PDFs, please. A link to the 
submission deadlines for all editions in 2020 
is posted on The Catholic Witness page at 

www.hbgdiocese.org.
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OBITUARIES
�e names of the following deceased persons have been 

submitted by their parishes. Please remember in your 
prayers the happy repose of these recently departed souls 
and the consolation of their loved ones.

Annville
St. Paul the Apostle:
Steven A. Deibler

Berwick
Immaculate Conception BVM:
Virginia Broyan
Joseph F. Kutza
JoAnne Meaders

Bloomsburg
St. Columba:
George J. Pepper

Danville
St. Joseph:
Barbara Gregorowicz

Fairfield
Immaculate Conception BVM:
Mary Ann Carr
Mae Woerner

Gettysburg
St. Francis Xavier:
Robert George
Anita M. Mohring
Betty Jane Staub
John Joseph Walters, Jr.

Greencastle
St. Mark:
Ann Maslanik

Hanover
St. Vincent de Paul:
Cornell Neiderer
Harrisburg
Holy Name of Jesus:
Patricia A. McGuire
Ultan J. Oman
Macario M. Rico, Jr.
Mary E. Zeplin
St. Catherine Labouré:
Doris Dowett
Yolanda LeVan
Richard Schlodynske
Frank Simione
Lancaster
Assumption BVM:
Phyllis Grace�a
St. Anne:
James P. Derme
St. John Neumann:
Jane Ix
Lebanon 
Assumption BVM:
Celine Chandler
Lucille Ditzler
Joseph Hartman
Lorraine Stegman

Lewistown
Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Attillio “Tim” Ruggieri
Sister Mary Zavacky

Lykens
Our Lady, Help of Christians:
Connie M. Lytle

McSherrystown
Annunciation BVM:
Verna Lawrence
Philip Murren

Mechanicsburg
St. Joseph:
Michael Brady

Mount Carmel
Our Lady of Mount Carmel:
Mary Jo Rynkiewicz

New Cumberland
St. �eresa:
Helen Briel

New Freedom
St. John the Baptist:
Margarita Adams
Judy Miller
Sarah “Sadie” Miller
Barbara S. Mills
Jim Ratchford

New Holland
Our Lady of Lourdes:
Agnes Bennett Carr
Christopher Korbel

New Oxford
Immaculate Conception BVM:
William J. Gro�

Rohrerstown
St. Leo the Great:
Jean Ann Wood

Steelton
rince of eace

George M. Benkovic, Sr.
Richard E. Farina
�omas M. Gustin

York
acula e oncep ion 

�eresa Concino
Edward Gillette
St. Joseph:
Anita Spagnolo
St. Patrick:
Phyllis Shultz

Deceased Clergy
Please pray for the following clergy who died in 
December during the past 25 years:

Msgr. Joseph Bradley, 1996

Father John Aurentz, 1996

Father Vitale Leonard 
Casey, 1997

Father Joseph Blascovich, 
1999

Father Robert Kobularik, 
1999

Deacon Michael Lydon Sr., 
1999

Deacon Charles Rebuck, 
2005

Father �omas Hemler, 
2006

Father �omas M. McLer-
non, 2009

Father Paul Aumen, 
C.PP.S., 2010

Msgr. Leo Bierster, 2011

Msgr. Robert C. Gribbin, 
2013

Deacon Sabino “Sam” 
Moschella, 2013

Father Joseph H. Fennessy, 
2015

Deacon Andrew Fine, 2018

Deacon John Mowery, 
2018
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S A V E E H F A G O
S C A N E V I L C A B
E T N A D E N Y L I E

B L I N D D U T Y
H A M L E T U F O
A L I E N O R I C O N
T E N D R A M A B O O
S T Y E D I S C O R D

E R A S C H E M E
S O Y A A B H O R
N B E A R I A I L L S
A I L C O R P S E A S
P E P E N D T E X T

A P R W A N E S O N
F A O O M A N T Y P O
A L T R I S E A C E D
R I C O T T A G R A C E

S H Y T E E M
R E P L Y J U T O F T
O L E O L O G E R I E
D K R S T Y A M E B A

S P A M G N U
S H O R T D O G S L E D
N I N A S I T E O B I
O K A Y P A U L R O E
W E E A L P S E N D

O V E N O F F E G G
M A R E W A R P R A Y
A L A S E T A H A S P
H O S T S H U E D
A R E N E E D S E A T

Y E A R C E L L O
C A R E E R D O L M A N
S H E A R P O R K
T A D E R E C T M A M

O D O R S T O N E
G O B I U S E A D D S
N U L L G I N N E R O
P I T H A D G L E N

H A M M O D E M O P
O L E A G E S T O G O
P A N S L A P O U R S
E R U P T E D H O N E Y

R E D B E L T
E I D E R V E X A R K
T R I P R O D V I I I
A K A C O W C A N O N

S W A B V A N
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C A L F P A C E R E V
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A P E A W O L M A U I
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I C E B E R G O N T O P

O L D D A S H
I T C H Y W A R F L Y
W E A R M P H D U P E
O A T S T M V I L N A

A V I V M A C
S P R A T H O P E F U L
E L A N P A S O E G O
R A C E E V E R A L B
E N T N E S S R Y E

T W O I R A N C O D
H A S S E G O G O N E
O I L A C I D I N C A
U T O P I A N A R C E D

T A P R U L E
A B A S H E E G I R S
W O R D S A D O V A L
E G O D K R C H E W Y

M A R Y T A I
W E A R Y B E L O V E D
H A T E B A A L A T E
I R I S E L S E I N N
T L C D E E D N A Y
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Father �omas R. Hoke 
Father �omas R. Hoke 

pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Church in Spring Grove, died 
suddenly on Dec.14. He was 
70 years old.

Father Hoke was born in Ha-
nover on May 16, 1949, to the 
late Henry J. Hoke and Pau-
line C. (Schrader) Hoke. He 
attended St. Joseph Catholic 
School in Hanover and gradu-
ated from Delone Catholic 
High School in McSherrys-

town and earned a degree in �eology from Mount St. Mary’s 
Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md. He served as a deacon at As-
sumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in Lancaster. 

Father Hoke was ordained a priest of the Diocese of Har-
risburg on April 26, 1975, at St. Patrick Cathedral in Harris-
burg. His early assignments were as parochial vicar at Corpus 
Christi Parish in Chambersburg, Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Parish in Mount Carmel, St. Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg 
and Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Lancaster.

Father Hoke also served at Lancaster Catholic High School 
in Lancaster, before additional assignments as parochial vicar 
at St. Anne Parish in Lancaster and St. Philip the Apostle Par-
ish in Millersville.

As pastor, Father Hoke served at St. Anne Parish in Lan-
caster, and St. Rose of Lima Parish in York, before his current 
assignment at Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Spring Grove.

Father Hoke is survived by his brothers Philip J. Hoke 
and wife Lois of Hanover, Andy L. Hoke and wife Jolene of 
Hanover. He is also survived by many nieces and nephews, 
parishioners and friends. He was predeceased by his brothers 
James H. Hoke and Glenn G. Hoke.

A Mass of Transferal was to be concelebrated Dec. 19 at 
7 p.m. at Sacred Heart in Spring Grove, with Father Daniel 
Richards as principal celebrant, and a public viewing prior to 
the Mass from 5-7 p.m. in the Parish Center. 

A Mass of Christian Burial was to be concelebrated on Dec. 
20 at 11 a.m. at St. Joseph Church in Hanover, with Bishop 
Ronald W. Gainer as principal celebrant. A public viewing 
was to be held prior to the Mass from 9-11 a.m. at the church, 
with burial St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery in Hanover. 

Contributions in Father Hoke’s memory may be made to Sa-
cred Heart Catholic Church, 1031 Sprenkle Rd., Spring Grove 
PA 17362 or St. Joseph Catholic Church, 5055 Grandview Rd., 
Hanover PA 17331. 
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Good Shepherd’s Christmas Spirit
A radiant Nativity scene, glimmering 

Christmas tree and the warmth of hot 
chocolate, cookies and friendship sup-
pressed the chill of early December as 
members of Good Shepherd Parish in 
Camp Hill gathered for a tree lighting 

on the school grounds Dec. . Joined 
by their pastor, Father Neil S. Sullivan, 
parishioners selected an ornament to 
mark with their name and year, with 
the intention of updating their orna-
ment each year as the tradition grows.. 

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

A mother and child ponder the Natvitiy scene.

 

Encounter
 

2.29.2020
9am - 4pm

T H E  R E A L  P R E S E N C E  

A girl adds a decoration to the Christmas tree. 


