
India

Find India!

National Bird: 
Indian Peacock

People: Indian
Language: Hindi and English
Food: Rice, Naan (unleavened
bread), curry, lentils 
Capital City: New Delhi
Population: 1.4 Billion (#2 in the
world)

Fun Facts

3 Equal sized horizontal stripes
Top stripe: saffron (pale orange) 
Middle Stripe: White
Bottom Stripe: Green
Saffron = courage and sacrifice
White = purity and truth
Green = faith and fertility
Blue Wheel centered on white stripe =
the wheel of life

Where Does My Mite Box 
Makes a Difference?

Located in southern Asia
 Largest country of the Indian subcontinent

National Flower:
Lotus

Grades K-4

Flag of India

Grades K-4

https://www.propfaithboston.org/bring-the-missions-to-schools-and-parishes
https://www.india.gov.in/india-glance/national-symbols#:~:text=The%20Indian%20peacock%2C%20Pavo%20cristatus,and%20a%20long%2C%20slender%20neck.
https://www.india.gov.in/india-glance/national-symbols#:~:text=The%20Indian%20peacock%2C%20Pavo%20cristatus,and%20a%20long%2C%20slender%20neck.
https://www.india.gov.in/india-glance/national-symbols#:~:text=The%20Indian%20peacock%2C%20Pavo%20cristatus,and%20a%20long%2C%20slender%20neck.


The Marialaya Children's Home
Located in Chennai, founded in 1990
Run by Salesian Missionary Sisters
Shelters children who are abused, neglected, 

Provides counseling, education, and catechism
 abandoned, or living on the street

 Shorti and Vandoosha (pictured
right) were sent by their parents to
work long hours as servants for
strangers because they were
desperate for money to feed their
other children. Imagine how poor
they were! The Sisters have helped
thousands of girls like these 2,
giving them a safe place to live and
learn at the Marialaya Home (say
Maria-lay-a).

How Does My Mite Box 
Makes a Difference?

Shorti and Vandoosha are now
happy and healthy thanks to the
Sisters. They have grown up, and
are doing well in school.  During
a recent visit with Sister Clara,
they were asked what Sister
meant to them. They responded,
"Mother. She is our mother."

Shorti and Vandoosha with Sister Clara in 2013

India

The girls and Sister Clara are grateful
to Missionary Childhood for the support

Grades K-4



MITE BOX
W H E R E  d o e s  m y

India is the largest country on the Indian
subcontinent in southern Asia.  I ts cl imate and
terrain is varied; in the south, there are tropical
monsoons along the plains and plateaus. The north
tends to be temperate: warm and sunny, but not
too hot,  unti l  one gets to the Himalayan mountains,
some of the highest in the world. There are also
deserts in western India.

There are over 1.4 bi l l ion people in India.  They are

cal led Indians. I t  is  the 2nd most populated country

in the wor ld.

The 2 of f ic ia l  languages are Hindi  and Engl ish.

The capi ta l  c i ty is New Delhi .

5% of chi ldren ages 6-14 do not go to school .

That 's over 6.5 mi l l ion chi ldren.

33% of chi ldren under 5 are underweight.

The average fami ly l ives on $5,064 per year.

The nat ional  b i rd is the Indian Peacock.

The lotus is the nat ional  f lower.  

Some favor i te Indian foods are r ice,  naan

(unleavened bread),  curry,  and lent i ls .  

2.3% of the populat ion is Chr ist ian.  Most are

clustered in the far  northeast and southern part  of

the country.      

Missionary Childhood Association - Grades 5-8

m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e ?
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The Taj Mahal is a UNESCO World
Heritage Site in India. It was built by
a ruling Shah to honor his late wife.

India
Grades 5-8

https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/


MITE BOX
H O W  d o e s  m y

The Marialaya Home (say Maria- lay-a) ,  in Chennai,
India was founded by Salesian Missionary Sisters in
1990 with support from the Missionary Childhood
Association. This was in response to a chronic
poverty-related problem. Parents who were too poor to
feed their famil ies would sell  a daughter to a neighbor
family to be their maid in exchange for enough money
to feed the rest of the children for a period of t ime.
They rationalized it  by thinking that at least they would
sti l l  see their child,  who was l iving with a neighbor.

Missionary Childhood Association- Grades 5-8

m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e ?

Happily,

this arrangement did not work. Neighbors often re-
sold the child to strangers, leaving them in the
hands of unknown people with less than good
intent. Shorti and Vandoosha (pictured at left) were
two of these girls. Sold into service at 5 years old,
they were forced to work long hours - sometimes
up to 18 hours a day - with little food or comfort.

Sadly,

a kind person reported their situation to Sister
Clara, who rescued them and brought them to the
Marialaya Home. There, they received counseling,
an education, and catechism. They were able to
reclaim their childhood. Thanks to MCA - and YOU!

Shorti and Vandoosha are
now happy and healthy
thanks to the Sisters. They
have grown up, and are
doing well in school.
During a recent visit with
Sister Clara, they were
asked what Sister meant
to them. They responded,
"Mother. She is our
mother."
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