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Pope Francis blesses a woman who was among those present for the Holy Father’s address to cardinals, bishops, priests and seminarians at St. Charles Borromeo
Seminary, Overbrook, on Sept. 27. Images of the pontiff pausing to bless people in the crowds left an indelible mark on the pope’s visit to the United States.

Pope’s Parting Message: Serve, Care for Each Other
By Dennis Sadowski
Catholic News Service

P

ope Francis urged the hundreds
of thousands of people gathered for the closing Mass of
the World Meeting of Families to serve
and care for each other as freely as God
loves the human family.
The pope called upon the faithful to
embrace signs that the Holy Spirit can
work through everyone. He referred to
the readings in the multilingual Mass
– from the Book of Numbers and the
Gospel of Mark – in which members
of the faith community questioned the
work of those not part of their group
and for prophesying in the name of
God.
“To raise doubts about the working
of the Spirit, to give the impression
that it cannot take place in those who
are not ‘part of our group,’ who are not
‘like us,’ is a dangerous temptation,”
the pope said. “Not only does it block
conversion to the faith; it is a perversion of faith. Faith opens a window to
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A woman prays during the closing Mass of the World Meeting of Families with
Pope Francis in Philadelphia Sept. 27.

the presence and working of the Spirit.
It shows us that, like happiness, holiness is always tied to little gestures.”
Illustrating
his
point before the
Mass, Pope Francis
engaged in “little
gestures” himself
along the papal parade route to the
Mass, kissing and
blessing many babies brought to him

from the sidewalk throngs by Secret
Service agents, who themselves managed to crack smiles after days of
maintaining a stern demeanor as they
guarded the pontiff.
Pope Francis recalled that Jesus encountered “hostility from people who
did not accept what he said and did,”
saying they thought it intolerable that
Christ was open to honest and sincere
faith from men and women who were
not part of God’s chosen people.
“The disciples, for their part, acted

in good faith. But the temptation to be
scandalized by the freedom of God,
who sends rain on the righteous and
the unrighteous alike, bypassing bureaucracy, officialdom and inner circles, threatens the authenticity of faith.
Hence it must be vigorously rejected,”
he said.
“Once we realize this, we can understand why Jesus’ words about causing
‘scandal’ are so harsh. For Jesus, the
truly ‘intolerable’ scandal consists in
everything that breaks down and destroys our trust in the working of the
Spirit,” he continued.
Pope Francis held up the family as
vital to building the Church for the future. He said love must be freely shared
for faith to grow.
“That is why our families, our homes,
are true domestic churches. They are
the right place for faith to become life,
and life to become faith,” he said.
“Little gestures” of love exist daily in
the lives of family and serve to carry
on God’s love as well, Pope Francis explained.
“These little gestures are those we
learn at home, in the family. They
get lost amid all the other things we
do, yet they do make each day different. They are the quiet things done by
mothers and grandmothers, by fathers
and grandfathers, by children. They are
little signs of tenderness, affection and
compassion,” he said.
More CLOSING MASS, page 8
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Pope, ‘Son of Immigrant Family,’ Tells Obama He’s Ready to Learn in U.S.
By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
Pope Francis introduced himself to President Barack Obama and all people of the United States as a “son of an immigrant family”
arriving in the United States for the first time
to learn from others and to share from his own
experience.
In a country the pope said he knows was
“largely built” by immigrant families, he made
his debut speech to Americans Sept. 23 on the
South Lawn of the White House with some
20,000 people in attendance.
While obviously honored by the welcome,
Pope Francis was clear in issuing several challenges, including by publicly voicing his support for the U.S. bishops’ defense of religious
freedom. The bishops have objected to the
Obama Administration’s efforts to force almost all employers, including many Catholic
institutions, to fund contraception coverage in
health insurance policies.
“Mr. President,” the pope told him, American Catholics want “a society which is truly
tolerant and inclusive,” one that safeguards
individual rights and rejects “every form of
unjust discrimination,” but also respects the
deeply held religious beliefs of citizens and
the moral and ethical obligations that flow
from them.
President Obama, in his remarks, spoke
about religious freedom as well, but referred
only to the defense of Christians being persecuted and even killed for their beliefs around
the world.
The pope arrived in the United States from
Cuba, and both he and the president spoke
about efforts to normalize relations between
the two countries after more than five decades
of tension and estrangement.
“The efforts which were recently made to
mend broken relationships and to open new
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U.S. President Barack Obama greets Pope Francis during an arrival ceremony on
the South Lawn of the White House in Washington on Sept. 23.
doors to cooperation within our human family no longer be left to a future generation,” the
represent positive steps along the path of rec- pope told the president. Now is a “critical moonciliation, justice and freedom,” Pope Fran- ment” when it is still possible to make positive
changes, but they must be made quickly.
cis told the president.
“Such change demands on our part a seriThe crowd on the lawn applauded almost
every line of the speeches of both Pope Francis ous and responsible recognition not only of the
kind of world we may be leaving to our chiland President Obama.
Before moving inside for a private conver- dren, but also to the millions of people living
sation, both leaders also spoke about the envi- under a system which has overlooked them,”
ronment and, particularly, Pope Francis’ recent he said.
The earth itself has been excluded from
encyclical Laudato Si’, which urges nations
and the international community to take con- people’s concern just as the poor have, the
crete, serious action to slow climate change pope said. “To use a telling phrase of the Rev.
and help the poor, who are most impacted by Martin Luther King, we can say that we have
defaulted on a promissory note, and now is the
environmental destruction.
“Climate change is a problem which can time to honor it.”

President Obama thanked Pope Francis for
his encyclical, but spent most of his speech
praising the pope’s leadership style.
“Your Holiness, in your words and deeds,
you set a profound moral example,” he said.
“In these gentle but firm reminders of our obligations to God and to one another, you are
shaking us out of complacency.
“All of us may, at times, experience discomfort when we contemplate the distance
between how we lead our daily lives and what
we know to be true and right,” the president
said, but the call also gives people confidence
that they need to “come together, in humility
and service, and pursue a world that is more
loving, more just, and more free.”
Dr. Mark Totaro and Peter Biasucci, respectively the Executive Director/CEO and Assistant Executive Director of Catholic Charities
in the Diocese of Harrisburg, were present for
the Holy Father’s meeting with the president.
“Although the view was from a distance,
there was a feeling of pride of connection
to country and faith,” Mr. Biasucci told The
Catholic Witness.
In outlining his agenda for his visit to the
United States, the Holy Father “used the occasion to subtly deliver his own messages:
encouragement to the legislature at his address to the joint session of Congress, hope for
marriage and families at the World Meeting of
Families in Philadelphia and appreciation to
the president for his proposal to reduce air pollution,” he said.
“Pope Francis has an understated charisma
that is undeniable,” Mr. Biasucci said. “He began to make his mark and impression before he
began to speak. It is a memory and impression
that I pray will endure for a very long time.”
(Contributing to this story was Jen Reed of
The Catholic Witness.)

Francis to Congress: Stop Bickering, World Needs Your Help
By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
The past, the promise and the potential of the United States
must not be smothered by bickering and even hatred at a time
when the U.S. people and indeed the world need a helping
hand, Pope Francis told the U.S. Congress.
Making history by being the first pope ever to address a joint
meeting of Congress, Pope Francis was introduced to the legislators by the House sergeant at arms Sept. 24 as: “Mr. Speaker,
the pope of the Holy See.”
In a long speech, he gave the sense that he sees the United
States as a country divided, one so focused on calling each
other names that it risks losing sight of how impressive it can
be when its people come together for the common good. That
is when it is a beacon of hope for the world, he said.
Pope Francis condemned legalized abortion, the death penalty and unscrupulous weapons sales. He called on Congress to
“seize the moment” by moving forward with normalizing relations with Cuba. And, again referring to himself as a “son of
immigrants” – and pointing out that many of the legislators are,
too – he pleaded for greater openness to accepting immigrants.
A reporter had asked the pope in July about why he spoke
so much about the poor and about the rich, but rarely about
the lives and struggles of the hard-working, tax-paying middle class. The result of a papal promise to correct that was the
speech to Congress and through Congress to the American
people.

“I would like to take this opportunity to dialogue with the
many thousands of men and women who strive each day to do
an honest day’s work, to bring home their daily bread, to save
money and – one step at a time – to build a better life for their
families,” the pope said.
“These are men and women who are not concerned simply
with paying their taxes, but in their own quiet way sustain the
life of society,” he said. “They generate solidarity by their actions, and they create organizations which offer a helping hand
to those most in need.”
Showing he had studied the United States before the visit –
something he said he would do during the Rome August break
– he used four iconic U.S. citizens as relevant models of virtue
for Americans today: Abraham Lincoln, the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr., Dorothy Day and Thomas Merton.
“A nation can be considered great when it defends liberty as
Lincoln did; when it fosters a culture which enables people to
‘dream’ of full rights for all their brothers and sisters as Martin
Luther King sought to do; when it strives for justice and the
cause of the oppressed as Dorothy Day did by her tireless work;
the fruit of a faith which becomes dialogue and sows peace in
the contemplative style of Thomas Merton,” the pope said.
Describing political service with the same tone used to describe a vocation to religious life – “you have been invited,
called and convened by those who elected you” – the pope recognized the weighty responsibility of being a member of the
U.S. Congress.
Dialogue, he said, is the only way to handle the pressure and
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Pope Francis addresses a joint meeting of Congress at the U.S. Capitol in Washington Sept. 24. In the first
such speech by a pope, he called on Congress to stop bickering as the world needs help.

fulfill the call to serve the common good, promoting a culture
of “hope and healing, of peace and justice.”
For the speech, Pope Francis stood in the House chamber
in front of Rep. John Boehner, speaker of the House and a Republican from Ohio, and Vice President Joe Biden, president
of the Senate. Both men are Catholics. Besides the senators,
representatives and their invited guests, the attendees included
members of the U.S. Supreme Court and members of President
Barack Obama’s Cabinet.
Tens thousands of people watched the speech on giant screen
from the Capitol’s West Lawn. Gathered hours before the
pope’s morning visit, they were entertained by military bands.
In his speech, Pope Francis gave strong support to several
concerns of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops and Catholic faithful, including defending the right of people to publicly
live their faith and join political policy debates from a faithbased perspective.
“It is important that today, as in the past, the voice of faith
continue to be heard, for it is a voice of fraternity and love,
which tries to bring out the best in each person and in each society,” he said. The dialogue the country needs must be respectful
of “our differences and our convictions of conscience.”
“Every life is sacred,” he insisted, calling for the “global abolition of the death penalty” and the “responsibility to protect
and defend human life at every stage of its development.”
Some U.S. politicians and pundits have expressed confusion
or even anger over Pope Francis’ teaching about the damage
provoked when money becomes a god and profits count more
than people. The pope insists his words are straight out of Catholic social teaching.
His speech to Congress included more of that teaching, delving deeper into the positive aspects of a market economy – as
long as it is ethical and includes controls, solidarity and a safety
net for the poorest and weakest members of society.
“The creation and distribution of wealth” obviously is important for continued efforts to reduce poverty in the United
States and around the globe, he said. “The right use of natural
resources, the proper application of technology and the harnessing of the spirit of enterprise are essential elements of an
economy which seeks to be modern, inclusive and sustainable.”
“Business is a noble vocation” when it seeks the common
good, Pope Francis said. And today, he told legislators, the
common good includes protecting the environment and taking
bold steps “to avert the most serious effects of the environmental deterioration caused by human activity.”
The pope then proceeded to the West Portico of the Capitol,
where tens of thousands of people with tickets had waited for
hours.
“Good morning, everyone,” he said in Spanish, then blessed
the crowd.
“I am so grateful for your welcome and your presence here,
especially for the most important ones here – the children. I
will ask God to bless you. ‘Lord, father of all, bless this people,
bless each one of them, bless their families, give them what
they need most. And I ask you all please to pray for me. And if
there are among you any who do not believe or cannot pray, I
ask you please to send good wishes my way. Thank you. Thank
you very much. And God bless America.”
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Junipero Serra Canonization: Faith is Alive Only When Shared
By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
Canonizing the 18th-century Spanish
missionary, Blessed Junipero Serra, Pope
Francis insisted a person’s faith is alive
only when it is shared.
Celebrating a late afternoon Mass
outside the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception
Sept. 23, the pope declared the holiness
of St. Junipero, founder of
a string of missions in
California.
Some people had
objected to the
canonization – like
the beatification
of the Spaniard

in 1988 – because of questions about how
Father Serra treated the native peoples of
California and about the impact of Spanish
colonization on native peoples throughout
the Americas.
Pope Francis mentioned the controversy
only briefly, saying: “Junipero sought to
defend the dignity of the native community,
to protect it from those who had mistreated
and abused it. Mistreatment and wrongs,
which today still trouble us, especially
because of the hurt which they cause in the
lives of many people.”
Catholics in the
United States
and throughout the
world
are

indebted to St. Junipero and thousands of
other witnesses who lived their faith and
passed it on, the pope said in his homily.
More than speaking about St. Junipero,
Pope Francis spoke about keeping faith
alive and joyful, calling on all Catholics
to be missionaries.
“Mission is never the fruit of a
perfectly planned program or a wellorganized manual,” he told the crowd of
about 25,000 people. “Mission is always
the fruit of a life which knows what it is
to be found and healed, encountered and
forgiven.”
Pope Francis insisted that Jesus does
not given Christians “a short list of who
is, or is not, worthy of receiving his message, his presence.”
Instead, Jesus embraced people as
they were, even those who were “dirty,
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Pope Francis celebrates Mass and the canonization of Junipero Serra outside the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington Sept. 23.

unkept, broken,” he said. Jesus says to
believers today, like yesterday, “Go out and
embrace life as it is, and not as you think it
should be.”
“The joy of the Gospel,” the pope said,
“is something to be experienced, something
to be known and lived only through giving
it away, through giving ourselves away.”
Before the Mass, Pope Francis made
a short visit inside the basilica, where
he briefly greeted families and men and
women studying to be priests and sisters.
They had waited inside for more than two
hours.
Among those present for the Mass of
Canonization, as well as the reception during the pope’s arrival at the White House
the previous day, were Dr. Mark Totaro and
Peter Biasucci, Executive Director/CEO
and Assistant Executive Director, respectively, of Catholic Charities of the Diocese
of Harrisburg.
“To be able to be in attendance when
someone is made a saint, see the relic of St.
Junipero Serra and to have the Holy Father
as the celebrant and homilist is beyond
expectation,” Dr. Totaro told The Catholic
Witness.
“My overall impression of this pope goes
beyond words. He is a truly humble man,
a man of the people and a man who has
respect for every living being,” he said.
“He truly cares; cares about the life of everyone, the environment and the planet. His
popularity transcends religion, nationalities
and beliefs. He is comfortable addressing a
Joint Session of Congress, the United Nations or talking to a homeless individual.”
“He is truly a holy man, a man all people
can relate to and one that with his universal
popularity approaches ‘rock star’ status. It
is my opinion that many years from now,
there will be another Canonization Mass, a
Canonization Mass honoring Pope Francis,” Dr. Totaro said.
(Contributing to this story was Jen Reed
of The Catholic Witness.)

People Come First, Human Life is Sacred, Pope Insists at U.N.
By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
Dealing with war, development, the economy or environmental concerns, bureaucrats and diplomats always
must remember that the lives of real children, women and
men are at stake, Pope Francis told the United Nations.
Helping to celebrate the organization’s 70th anniversary, Pope Francis visited its headquarters Sept. 25 and
pleaded with government leaders and U.N. officials to
keep the dignity and sacredness of every human life and
the value of all creatures at the center of their concern.
“Above and beyond our plans and programs,” he told
the U.N. General Assembly, “we are dealing with real men
and women who live, struggle and suffer and are often
forced to live in great poverty, deprived of all rights.”
More than 190 heads of state were attending the General Assembly, and many of them made a point of being
in the U.N.’s historic hall for Pope Francis’ speech on the
eve of discussion of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and, later in the year, the Paris Conference on
Climate Change.
The pope met privately with U.N. Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon and spoke briefly with U.N. employees. He
also paid tribute to the sacrifice of U.N. employees killed
in the line of duty.
Pope Francis called for real, concrete action to stem climate change; respect for every human life and for “the
natural difference between man and woman”; economic
decisions that place the needs of people before profits; and
greater controls on weapons sales and the elimination of
nuclear weapons.
He praised recent international agreements with Iran to
ensure it does not develop nuclear weapons and he pleaded for real, concrete, multilateral efforts to bring peace and
justice to the Middle East, North Africa and other African
countries plagued by the violence of extremists claiming
to act in the name of Islam.
“Christians, together with other cultural or ethnic groups
and even members of the majority religion who have no
desire to be caught up in hatred and folly,” he said, “have
been forced to witness the destruction of their places of
worship, their cultural and religious heritage, their houses
and property, and have faced the alternative either of fleeing or of paying for their adhesion to good and to peace by
their own lives or by enslavement.”
“In wars and conflicts there are individual persons – our
brothers and sisters, men and women, young and old, boys
and girls – who weep, suffer and die,” the pope said. They

are treated as “human beings who are easily discarded
when our only response is to draw up lists of problems,
strategies and disagreements.”
Pope Francis warned the U.N. leaders and the heads of
state that too many decisions seemed to be based on the
desire by a few for economic or political power, ignoring
the values and rights the United Nations was formed to
promote and protect.
The United Nations, he said, is called to help humanity
“dispel the darkness of disorder caused by unrestrained
ambitions and collective forms of selfishness.”
“Economic and social exclusion is a complete denial of
human fraternity and a grave offense against human rights
and the environment,” the pope said, echoing one of the
main themes of his encyclical, Laudato Si’.
The best way to measure the success of the new development goals, he said, will be how they give “effective,
practical and immediate access, on the part of all, to essential material and spiritual goods: housing; dignified and
properly remunerated employment; adequate food and

drinking water; religious freedom and, more generally,
spiritual freedom and education.”
Pope Francis insisted on the reality of “natural law,” an
ethical code of right and wrong that all people can recognize. As he has done before, he condemned “an ideological colonization,” through which wealthier nations try to
impose on poor countries not just a legitimate accounting
of how aid is used, but also the imposition of “anomalous
models and lifestyles which are alien to people’s identity.”
The earth, “the common home of all men and women
must also be built on the understanding of a certain sacredness of creature nature,” the pope told the assembly.
While some people continue to question scientific evidence that human activity is contributing to global climate
change, Pope Francis insisted “a true ‘right of the environment’” exists and is closely tied to human rights, since
people are part of nature and are called to live in communion with it.
“Any harm done to the environment,” he said, “is harm
done to humanity.”

Pope Francis embraces
a woman in a wheelchair
as he arrives to celebrate
Vespers in St. Patrick
Cathedral in New York
Sept. 24.
CNS/PAUL HARING
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American Gold Star Mother
Memorializes Son at
Papal Events in Washington
and women who volunteer
for the service give of themselves freely to protect people they don’t even know.”
Suzanne Sheaffer’s atten“Our young men and
dance at two papal events in
women in our military are
Washington, D.C., were opheroes,” she said. “They
portunities that many people
sacrifice for us every day,
would have wished for, but
and they deserve our deepthey were granted because
est gratitude and prayers.”
of a situation nobody wants
Mrs. Sheaffer helped to
to experience.
secure their papal event
A member of Holy Name
tickets with the efforts and
of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg,
Mrs. Sheaffer was present at PRINTED WITH PERMISSION support of Cardinal DonOF THE FAMILY ald Wuerl, Archbishop of
the White House when Pope
Francis met with President William C. Trapnell, IV Washington; and ArchbishBarack Obama, and at the
op Timothy Broglio, ArchBasilica of the National Shrine of the Im- bishop for the Military Services, USA.
maculate Conception for the CanonizaMrs. Sheaffer finds solace and camation of St. Junipero Serra on Sept. 23
raderie among her fellow American Gold
And yet, she would have traded those Star Mothers. “We keep our sons’ and
experiences to have her son back.
daughters’ memories alive, and memoriMrs. Sheaffer is an American Gold Star alize them in positive ways. Each and evMother, an organization of mothers who ery one of them sacrificed for all of us,”
have lost sons and daughters in service to she said.
the United States.
The American Gold Star Mothers is
It’s an organization of remarkable also a Veterans Service Organization.
women, but a sorority that none of them Their Central Pennsylvania Chapter, of
wanted to join.
which Mrs. Sheaffer is a member, reMrs. Sheaffer entered that sisterhood cently hosted a Bingo at the VA Hospital,
after the death of her son, William C. and routinely supports the Shippensburg
“Billy” Trapnell, IV, on Dec. 30, 2013.
ROTC program and the Pennsylvania
A 2003 graduate of Bishop McDevitt Wounded Warrior Project.
High School in Harrisburg, Trapnell en“We’re connected to directly giving
listed in the Army after high school, and back to veterans, their families, and other
went on to serve in Iraq and Afghanistan Gold Star families,” Mrs. Sheaffer said.
in his six years with the service branch.
Service projects, Memorial and VeterUpon his engagement to his wife, Tara, ans Day activities, and representation at
Trapnell enlisted in the Coast Guard, and events with religious and political dighe and his bride eventually moved to nitaries offer American Gold Star MothSouth Berwick, Maine. There, he served ers opportunities to keep their children’s
in the United States Coast Guard Sector memories alive.
Boston, and worked as a paramedic and
Mrs. Sheaffer honors not only the life
firefighter.
of her son, but that of her daughter, SarSoon, the newlyweds gave birth to a ah Sheaffer, as well. Sarah was a young
daughter, Adalynn.
woman with special needs, and she died
While working an emergency call on nearly two years before Billy. She was 24.
the night of Dec. 30, 2013, Trapnell died
“I look at how both of them touched
unexpectedly. He was 28.
people’s lives, and the love they left be“Billy had an absolute love for his hind, especially for their siblings – Katye,
country, his family, and his faith,” his Robin and Nikki – their parents and
mother said. Prior to his first deployment, grandparents, Billy’s wife and daughter.
he decided to get an image of the ceramic I’m in awe,” Mrs. Sheaffer said.
hands in prayer that his mother made as
She turns often to the words offered by
a child tattooed onto his arm. The hands her pastor, Father Edward Quinlan, at the
were a combined symbol of his home, his time of the family’s losses: “Look for the
family and his faith, and he wanted to take gifts from the Holy Spirit.”
that sign with him into service.
“The biggest gift was God giving me
Like the tattoo on his arm, Trapnell has my children,” she reflected. “It’s amazing
left indelible imprint on the lives of those that God chose to give those children to
he knew, and those he served.
me, and it’s our relationship with God that
So with the mixed emotions of a griev- gets us through the grief and allows us to
ing and proud mother, Mrs. Sheaffer was appreciate the blessings.”
honored to be one of three American Gold
“It was a huge honor to be afforded
Star Mothers present for the papal events
the opportunity to be present for Pope
in the nation’s capital Sept. 23.
She was joined by Cindy Kreuger, cur- Francis’ arrival at the White House and
rent national president of the organization, the Canonization Mass, but I would have
who lost a child who served in the Army; turned it away in a heartbeat if it meant I
and Navy mom Mona Gunn, whose son could have my son back,” Mrs. Sheaffer
remarked. “But to be able to represent our
died on the USS Cole in 2000.
Should Pope Francis come to know of fallen service men and women in the Holy
the three American Gold Star Mothers Father’s presence is beyond words.”
(Learn more about
who were gathered before him in Washington, Mrs. Sheaffer said she would American Gold Star Mothers at
want him to know that “the young men www.goldstarmoms.com.)

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
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A girl hugs Pope Francis as he visits with people at St. Maria’s Meals Program of
Catholic Charities in Washington Sept. 24.

‘No Justification
Whatsoever’ for Lack
of Housing, Pope Says
By Mark Pattison
Catholic News Service
“We can find no social or moral justification, no justification, no justification whatsoever, for lack of housing,” Pope Francis told
an audience of about 200 clients of Catholic
Charities gathered at St. Patrick Church in
Washington.
“I want to be very clear,” Pope Francis told
the crowd, many of whom have low incomes,
are immigrants, and receive medical care or
clinical and mental health services from Catholic Charities in the Archdiocese of Washington.
After his remarks at St. Patrick’s, he exited
from a side door of the church to visit the main
headquarters of the archdiocesan Catholic
Charities agency, blessing the chapel there.
Outside the Catholic Charities office Sept.
24, many homeless clients receive a meal from
the St. Maria’s Meals Program. He stopped at
the line and told them with a smile, “Buen
apetito!” – “Enjoy your meal!” – to applause
followed by a swarm of outstretched arms and
hands.
He reminded the Catholic Charities clients
of the Christmas story, when Jesus was born
in a manger in a stable, because there was no
room for Joseph and Mary at the inn in Bethlehem.
“The Son of God came into this world as a
homeless person. The Son of God knew what
it was to be a homeless person, what it was to
start life without a roof over his head,” Pope
Francis said. “We can imagine what Joseph
must have been thinking. How is it that the
Son of God has no home? Why are we homeless, why don’t we have housing?
“These are questions which many of you
may ask daily,” the pope continued. “Like St.

Joseph, you may ask: Why are we homeless,
without a place to live?”
Pope Francis added, “These are questions
which all of us might well ask. Why do these,
our brothers and sisters, have no place to live?
Why are these brothers and sisters of ours
homeless?”
The pope told the Catholic Charities clients
that Jesus is with them to give them comfort.
“We know that Jesus wanted to show solidarity with every person. He wanted everyone
to experience his companionship, his help and
his love. He identified with all those who suffer, who weep, who suffer any kind of injustice,” Pope Francis said. “He tells us this clearly: ‘I was hungry and you gave me food, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink; I
was a stranger and you welcomed me.’”
He encouraged the Catholic Charities clients to pray.
“In prayer, we all learn to say ‘Father,’
‘Dad.’ And whenever we say ‘Father’ or
‘Dad,’ we learn to see one another as brothers and sisters,” Pope Francis told them. “In
prayer, there are no rich and poor people, there
are sons and daughters, sisters and brothers. In
prayer, there is no first or second class, there is
brotherhood. It is in prayer that our hearts find
the strength not to be cold and insensitive in
the face of injustice.”
The pope then led a recitation of the Our Father, telling the group he would start in Spanish, but adding they could continue in English.
“Jesus keeps knocking on our doors, the
doors of our lives. He doesn’t do this by magic, with special effects, with flashing lights and
fireworks. Jesus keeps knocking on our door
in the faces of our brothers and sisters, in the
faces of our neighbors, in the faces of those at
our side,” Pope Francis told them.
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Pope at 9/11 Memorial:
Violence is Never Impersonal, Always Brings Tears
By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
Honoring both the pain and the strength of the families
of those who died at the World Trade Center on 9/11 and
drawing on the pools of water that are part of the site’s
memorial, Pope Francis spoke about tears and quenching
the world’s longing for peace.
“The water we see flowing toward that empty pit remind
us of all those lives” lost in 2001, he said. “The flowing
water is also a symbol of our tears. Tears at so much devastation and ruin, past and present.”
The pope and New York Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan
each left a single white rose on the edge of the fountain
in Memorial Plaza. Pope Francis also met briefly with 20
family members of fallen first responders, shaking their
hands, blessing them and listening to them carefully with
the help of an interpreter. Gathered around the fountain
were 1,000 people – including some injured when the twin
towers fell.
Afterward, Pope Francis joined a varied group of religious leaders and about 400 people in Foundation Hall to
offer prayers for the deceased and for peace in the world.
Rabbi Elliot Cosgrove of Park Avenue Synagogue and
Imam Khalid Latif, the Muslim chaplain at New York University, offered reflections before the pope spoke.
“Intolerance and ignorance fueled those who attacked
this place,” Latif said. “We stand together as brothers and
sisters to condemn their horrific acts of violence and honor
each life that was lost.”
Rabbi Cosgrove prayed that “today and every day may
we understand our shared mission to be, in the words
of Pope Francis, ‘a field hospital after battle’ to heal the
wounds and warm the hearts of a humanity in so desperate
need of comfort.”

New York Cardinal
Timothy M. Dolan
stands with Pope
Francis at the South
Pool of the National
9/11 Memorial and
Museum Sept. 25.

CNS/PAUL HARING

Pope Francis pauses in front of the ground zero cross at the National 9/11 Memorial and Museum in New
York Sept. 25.
Representatives of the Hindu, Buddhist, Sikh, Christian
and Muslim communities read meditations on peace, and
a choir sang a Jewish
prayer in honor of the
deceased.
Pope Francis read
the same prayer that
Pope Benedict XVI
recited when he visited the ruins of ground
zero in 2008, a prayer
that specifically mentions also those who
died the same day at
the Pentagon and near
Shanksville, Pennsylvania.
Meeting the families of victims, he
said, was a concrete
reminder that “acts of
destruction are never
impersonal, abstract
or merely material.
They always have a
face, a concrete story,
names.

“In those family members,” he said, “we see the face of
pain, a pain which still touches us and cries out to heaven.”
However, the pope said, they also demonstrate “the
power of love and remembrance,” which is something the
memorial promotes with the names of those who died in
the attack engraved in stone. “We can see them, we can
touch them and we can never forget them.”
What happened on 9/11 and in its aftermath are not just
motives for grief, though, he said. The reaction of the first
responders and of thousands of New Yorkers demonstrated
“the heroic goodness which people are capable of,” which
also must be remembered.
“No one thought about race, nationality, neighborhoods,
religion or politics” as they pitched in, some even risking
their lives, to help others, the pope said. “This place of
death became a place of life, too, a place of saved lives, a
hymn to the triumph of life over the prophets of destruction
and death, of goodness over evil, reconciliation and unity
over hatred and division.”
Pope Francis asked those in the underground hall to join
him in a moment of silence, “imploring from on high” the
gift of peace “in all those places where war never seems to
end,” but also “peace for those faces which have known
nothing but pain.”
“Simply peace,” he said, speaking in Spanish.

Pope Brings Gospel of ‘Encounter’
to Madison Square Garden

Pope Francis
gives his
homily as he
celebrates
Mass at
Madison
Square
Garden in
New York
Sept. 25.

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

CNS/PAUL HARING

Seeing New York for the first time in his 78 years
of life, Pope Francis said he knew Madison Square
Garden was an important gathering place for sporting
events and concerts. For him, it was transformed into
a chapel in the heart of the Big Apple.
True peace in a big city comes from seeing the vast
variety of people not as a bother, but as a brother or
sister, Pope Francis said in his homily during the Mass
Sept. 25 at “The Garden” where 20,000 people gathered to pray with him.
With tough security and long lines, people arrived
hours early. They prayed and listened to inspirational
music sung live by Gloria Estefan, Jennifer Hudson
and Harry Connick Jr.
In his homily, the pope urged the congregation to
go out into the city, to seek the face of Jesus in the
poor and suffering and to share the joy of the Gospel
with all.
Jesus urges his disciples “to go out and meet others
where they really are, not where we think they should
be,” Pope Francis said.
“Go out to others and share the good news that God,
our father, walks at our side,” the pope told them. “He
frees us from anonymity, from a life of emptiness and
selfishness” and moves people to encounter and to
peace instead of competition.
The evening Mass used the readings and prayers for
a Mass for peace and justice.
The first reading, from the Book of Isaiah, began

with the passage, “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.”
People who are faithful to God, the pope said, “can
see, discern and contemplate his living presence” in
the midst of the city. “The people who walk, breathe
and live in the midst of smog, have seen a great light,
have experienced a breath of fresh air.”
The pope, who was born in and served as archbishop of Buenos Aires, Argentina, a city of 3 million
people, said he knows it is not always easy living in a
big city, especially one made up of people of dozens
of different languages and cultures.
However, he said, those differences are riches that
express “all the different ways we human beings have
discovered to express the meaning of life.”
For Christians, the real challenge of big cities is the
way that they can “conceal the faces” of people who
don’t fit in or even are treated as if they had no right to
be there, Pope Francis said. “They are the foreigners,
the children who go without schooling, those deprived
of medical insurance, the homeless, the forgotten elderly.”
Too many people just walk by them, he said. They
have become part of the “urban landscape.”
But being a Christian means seeing Jesus in others,
all of them, and actually looking for his face in the
faces of those who usually are ignored, the pope said.
The Christian virtue of hope frees people from isolation and self-absorption, it is “unafraid of involvement,” he said, and it “makes us see, even in the midst
of the smog, the presence of God as he continues to
walk the streets of our city.”
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‘What About You?’ Religious Challenged
to Create Ministries That Inspire Young People
By Dennis Sadowski
Catholic News Service

P

ope Francis encouraged
Pennsylvania’s Catholic
clergy and women and men
religious to challenge young
people to develop “high ideals,
generosity of spirit and love
for Christ and the Church.”
In his first Mass in Philadelphia, Pope Francis recalled
St. Katherine Drexel, a Philadelphia heiress who entered
religious life, formed a religious community and used her
family inheritance to educate
blacks and native Americans
throughout the U.S. after Pope
Leo XIII had challenged her
to serve the Church by asking,
“What about you?”
The pope posed the same
question repeatedly to the audience of 1,500 that included
more than 300 priests and
160 deacons in the main Cathedral Basilica of SS. Peters
and Paul Sept. 26. Another
500 people in religious life attended in an overflow chapel
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Bishop Ronald Gainer of the Diocese of Harrisburg and Bishop John Barres of the Diocese of
Allentown process into the Cathedral Basilica of Sts. Peter and Paul in Philadelphia.

at the cathedral.
“Do we challenge them?”
Pope Francis asked in reference to efforts to involve

young people in church life.
“Do we make space for them
and help them to do their part?
To find ways of sharing their

enthusiasm and gifts with our
communities, above all in
works of mercy and concern
for others? Do we share our

own joy and enthusiasm in
serving the Lord?”
Pope Francis called for creativity in ministry to inspire
people to maintain ties with
the Church.
Studies have shown that
American young adults have
turned from involvement
in the Church and Mass attendance even as they have
gained a greater awareness of
the need to address social ills.
The pope’s homily appealed to
the audience to seek new ways
to boost the presence of young
people in Church ministries
and activities.
“One of the great challenges
facing the Church in this generation is to foster in all the
faithful a sense of personal
responsibility for the church’s
mission and to enable them
to fulfill that responsibility
as missionary disciples, as a
leaven of the Gospel in our
world,” he said.

“Challenged,”
Continued on page

7

A seminarian
carries the
crucifix that
Pope Francis
kissed at the
start of the
Mass at the
Cathedral
Basilica of
Sts. Peter
and Paul in
Philadelphia
Sept. 26.

Clergy from the Archdiocese of Philadelphia fill the center aisle pews at the Cathedral Basilica
of Sts. Peter and Paul in Philadelphia, as Pennsylvania bishops are seated beside the altar as
the Holy Father delivers his homily.

An image of the Holy Family, the icon for the World Meeting of
Families, provides a backdrop as Pope Francis delivers his homily
during Mass Sept. 26, urging clergy and religious to find ways of
challenging young people.

PoPe Francis Visits the United states
“This will require creativity
in adapting to changed situations, carrying forward the
legacy of the past not primarily by maintaining our structures and institutions, which
have served us well, but above
all by being open to the possibilities which the Spirit opens
up to us and communicating
the joy of the Gospel, daily
and in every season of our
life,” he said.
Acknowledging that society
is undergoing rapid change,
the pope said the times call for
“much more active engagement on the part of the laity.”
The pontiff credited the
U.S. Church for its effort to
catechize and educate laypeople and said that today’s
challenge facing the Church
is to build on that work and to
foster a “sense of collaboration and shared responsibility
in planning for the future of
our parishes and institutions.”
This does not mean relinquishing the spiritual authority with which we have been
entrusted; rather, it means discerning and employing wisely the manifold gifts which
the Spirit pours out upon the
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The Holy Father elevates the chalice during the Liturgy of the Eucharist at the altar of the Cathedral
Basilica of Sts. Peter and Paul.

Church,” Pope Francis said.
“In a particular way, it means
valuing the immense contri-

bution which women, lay and
religious, have made and continue to make, to the life of

our communities.”
He encouraged those gathered to recall the joy they

experienced in their “first
encounter with Jesus” and to
draw from that joy renewed
strength to carry out the work
of the Church.
Pointing to the World Meeting of Families that concluded
Sept. 25 in Philadelphia, the
pope asked those in religious
life to reflect on their ministry
to families, couples preparing for marriage and to young
people.
“I know how much is being
done in your local churches
to respond to the needs of
families and to support them
in their journey of faith. I ask
you to pray fervently for them,
and for the deliberations of
the forthcoming Synod on the
Family.”
The worldwide Synod of
Bishops on the family meets
at the Vatican Oct. 4-25.
Pope Francis concluded his
homily at the multilingual
Mass by asking the congregation to pray to Mary so that
she may intercede for the continued growth of the church
in the U.S. “in prophetic witness” to Jesus’ crucifixion.

"I know how much
is being done in
your local churches
to respond to the
needs of families
and to support them
in their journey of
faith. I ask you to
pray fervently for
them, and for the
deliberations of the
forthcoming Synod
on the Family."
~ Pope Francis
Surrounded by clergy
and seminarians, Pope
Francis bows during the
celebration of Holy
Mass for the
Archdiocese of
Philadelphia.

At the conclusion of Mass, Pope Francis bestows the final blessing.

Crozier in hand, Pope Francis joins in the Entrance Procession for of Mass celebrated
Sept. 26 for the clergy, religious and laity of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.
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A priest returns to the altar after distributing Communion to
the faithful during Mass with Pope Francis on the Benjamin
Franklin Parkway in Philadelphia Sept. 27.
CNS/BRIAN SNYDER, REUTERS

Closing Mass
Continued from 1

“Like the warm supper we
look forward to at night, the
early lunch awaiting someone who gets up early to go to
work. Homely gestures. Like a
blessing before we go to bed,
or a hug after we return from a
hard day’s work. Love is shown
by little things, by attention to
small daily signs which make us
feel at home.”
Pope Francis asked the worshipers to consider how they
share God’s love with people in
their families and in the world
around them.
“What kind of world do we
want to leave to our children?”
he asked, referencing a line in
his encyclical Laudato Si, “On
Care for Our Common Home.”
“Our common house can
no longer tolerate sterile divisions,” he continued. “The urgent challenge of protecting
our home includes the effort to
bring the entire human family
together in the pursuit of a sustainable and integral development, for we know that things
can change.”
The pope asked the congregation to consider how they treat
each other in their own home.
“Do we shout or do we speak
to each other with love and tenderness? That’s a good way of
measuring our love.”
Calling the Church to renew
faith in the word of God, the
pope said people can live prophetic lives as a “kind of miracle in today’s world.”

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

One of 40 videoscreens placed along the parkway shows the vast crowd that flocked to Philadelphia for the Papal Mass Sept. 27 to
close the World Meeting of Families.

“Would that we could all be
prophets. Would that all of us
could be open to miracles of
love for the sake of all the fami-

lies of the world, and thus overcome the scandal of a narrow,
petty love, closed in on itself,
impatient of others,” he said.

As the Mass concluded, Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, president of the Pontifical Council
for the Family, who also was

Pope Francis celebrates the closing Mass of
the World Meeting of Families on Benjamin
Franklin Parkway in Philadelphia Sept. 27.
CNS/PAUL HARING

CNS/BOB ROLLER

People reach to receive Communion during the
closing Mass of the World Meeting of Families on the
Benjamin Franklin Parkway.

lead Vatican organizer of the
World Meeting of Families, announced the next meeting will
take place in Dublin, in 2018.
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Papal Mass Sparks Family in Challenge
to Live the Faith in Every Moment
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Gina Shull sat at the base of the
Civil War Sailors Memorial on
the Benjamin Franklin Parkway,
a smile of disbelief lighting up
her face as she shook her head in
bewilderment.
“I cannot believe it. I just cannot believe it,” she said.
Pope Francis had just passed
by in the Popemobile as he arrived to celebrate Holy Mass on
Philadelphia’s iconic parkway,
and Gina and her family had been
positioned at the front of a barricade for an up-close view.
The pope’s motorcade cut
through the City of Brotherly
Love and sparked new life into a
crowd that had waited hours and
endured teeming security checkpoints to be present for the Mass.
Around Gina Shull and her
family – husband Ed, daughter Amanda and family friend
Carol Varner – people of all ages
and various nationalities cried,
cheered, embraced and prayed after the Holy Father was escorted
past them.
“What an incredibly blessed
experience!” Mrs. Shull exclaimed, as she watched on a
nearby video screen as the Popemobile meandered toward the Cathedral Basilica of Sts. Peter and
Paul, and Pope Francis stopped to
kiss babies and impart blessings.
“I got chills when I first saw
the motorcade coming around the
corner at the top of the parkway
towards us,” she said. “In those
moments, I thanked God for giving me the opportunity to see the
Holy Father as close as we were,
and to witness his presence to the
people here.”
For the Shulls, members of the
Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick in
Harrisburg, Pope Francis’ Mass
on the Benjamin Franklin Parkway Sept. 27 to conclude the
World Meeting of Families was
their first papal event.
When the Diocese of Harrisburg opened registration in April

Gina Shull reacts as
she watches the Holy
Father stop to kiss
babies and bless people
along the Benjamin
Franklin Parkway.
JEN REED,
THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

for a fleet of more than 30 charter
buses to transport parishioners to
the historic Mass, the Shulls acted
quickly to nab seats.
Ed and Gina’s son, Brent, a First
Lieutenant in the U.S. Army, 82nd
Airborne Division, was unable to
go on the pilgrimage from Harrisburg to Philadelphia, so the Shulls
invited longtime family friend Carol
Varner, a member of St. Matthew
Parish in Dauphin, to join them.
Their journey began at 6 a.m.,
when they boarded a bus at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg
to the Philadelphia sports complex,
where all charter buses were parked.
The trip was a smooth one, and
included rare and perhaps neverbefore-seen travel along an empty
Schuylkill Expressway. Then, ex-

Ed and Gina Shull, members of the Cathedral Parish of St.
Patrick in Harrisburg, pose for a photo in Philadelphia’s iconic
LOVE Park as they arrive in the city for the Papal Mass.

press subway rides to SEPTA’s
Market Street Station transported
them to the foot of City Hall.
The city was electric – clergy,
religious sisters, youth groups and
families freely walked the streets,
singing, praying and waving banners and flags from all parts of the
world as they made their way toward the parkway to await the Holy
Father’s celebration of Mass.
For the Shull family, the most
challenging part of the day was
the two-and-a-half hour wait in security lines to access the ticketed
viewing area along the first several
blocks in front of the altar. Spanning sidewalk to sidewalk along
20th Street, the crowd inched along
– peacefully yet eagerly.
Finding a spot along the barricade in anticipation of the papal
motorcade, Mr. Shull, who was recently accepted into the diocese’s
permanent diaconate formation
program, called his wife to his side
for the experience.
“The moment I saw the motorcade, all I could think about were
all the times I’d seen St. John Paul
II, Pope Benedict and Pope Francis on television, and wondering
what it must have been like for the
people there to see the Holy Father
up close,” Mr. Shull said. “And
today, I was fortunate to be there!
All the waiting and the walking
and the standing were worth every
minute.”

As Mass began, they joined the
crowd in watching the celebration
from a nearby jumbotron, and participated in the hymns and responses printed in worship aides, which
were made possible through the efforts of the Knights of Columbus.
They watched closely as Pope
Francis delivered his homily to
a silent and captivated audience,
reading the English translation on
the giant screens. A city wall-towall with worshipers fell silent
once again as the Holy Father consecrated the Eucharist.
Peering up the secured section
of the parkway where the Popemobile had passed, the Shulls
smiled as they spotted dozens of
priests under yellow-and-white
Vatican flags, making their way to
the barricades to distribute Holy
Communion.
After receiving the Body of
Christ, Mr. Shull found an empty
spot along the barricade, where he
bowed his head in private reflection and prayer.
“This has proven to be a very
inspirational moment in my journey toward the permanent diaconate. This experience has made
a very strong connection to my
faith,” said Mr. Shull, who joined
the Catholic Church more than 20
years ago. “As far as I was concerned today, that parkway was a
place of worship, a place where
God was present for all of us.”

Mass re-invigorated the family members, who spoke animatedly about the day as they wound
their way several blocks through
the city for SEPTA transportation
back to their charter bus. Around
them, groups danced and chanted
to the beat of drums, swept up in
the Holy Spirit.
“There are really no words to
describe this feeling. I’m almost
speechless!” Mr. Shull shouted
above the crowd noise. “To be
able to have this type of experience with the Holy Father was just
remarkable. It was overwhelming
to take in all the different walks of
life and people here from dozens
of countries, yet all of the same
faith.”
Gathering her thoughts on Pope
Francis and his visit to the United
States, Mrs. Shull summed up its
impact.
“Pope Francis simply attracts
people; there is no denying that,”
she said. “He is trying to bring the
world together. There are many
issues in our country, and God is
speaking through him to address
those issues and challenge us in
living our faith every single day.”
“We get overwhelmed seeing
the Holy Father so close, and being in his presence here, and that’s
understandable. But we have to
heed his words, too. That’s how
we carry this experience forward,”
she said.

Pope Francis waves to the crowd as he travels in front of the Franklin Institute, making his way
through Philadelphia before the start of Mass Sept. 27.
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Pope Challenges Bishops to Encourage
Young People to Choose Marriage, Family
By David Sedeno
Catholic News Service
Pope Francis met with a group of survivors of sexual abuse Sept. 27 and later
told bishops that he was overwhelmed
by a sense of embarrassment and was
committed to holding accountable those
who harmed children.
In a meeting with cardinals, bishops,
priests and seminarians at St. Charles
Borromeo Seminary, Overbrook, the
pope prefaced his address on the importance of the family by saying that
he had met with the group as arranged
by Philadelphia Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput. The Vatican said the 30-minute
meeting, with three women and two men
abused by members of the clergy or their
families or their teachers, was held at
the seminary shortly before the pope addressed the bishops.
“It is engraved in my heart, the stories,
suffering and pain of the children abused
by priests,” the pope said. “I continue to
feel an overwhelming sense of embarrassment because of those who had in
their care the little ones and caused them
great harm.
“I am deeply sorry. God cries,” he said.
He said that “the crimes and sin of
sexual abuse of children can no longer
remain secret” and that he “committed
the close vigilance of the Church to protect the children, and I promise that all
responsible will be held accountable.”
In his earlier meetings with bishops
during his six-day U.S. visit, he told
them that he continued to be hurt by
news of sexual abuse of children and
wanted them to be more vigilant.
For years, the Philadelphia Archdiocese has been rocked by years of sexual
abuse by priests and has sold churchowned properties and scaled back ministries to settle claims. Earlier this year,
Bishop Robert Finn of Kansas City-St.
Joseph, Missouri, resigned after being
the first bishop convicted of a misdemeanor for failing to report to authorities
the sexual abuse of children by a priest.
In 2014, Pope Francis met in Rome
with victims of sexual abuse by clergy.
However, many groups, including members of Survivors Network of Those
Abused by Priests or SNAP, continue to
be critical of the Vatican and claim it has
not done enough for the victims.
In his private meeting at the seminary,
Pope Francis told the survivors that they
were an inspiration and “ministers of
mercy.” He also prayed with them and
said he shared their pain, suffering and
shame.
“We owe each of them and their families a gratitude for their great courage
to bring the light of Christ of the sexual

Archbishop Charles
Chaput, O.F.M., Cap., of
Philadelphia engages
with Pope Francis during
his visit to the seminary.
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Cardinals and bishops reflect on the Holy Father’s address at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary, Overbrook, Sept. 27.

Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M., Cap., of Philadelphia, left, and Auxiliary
Bishop Timothy Senior, rector of St. Charles Borromeo Seminary, right, give their
attention to Pope Francis during the Holy Father’s address.

abuse of children,” he told the bishops.
In his address on the importance of
the family, Pope Francis challenged the
bishops to provide more pastoral leadership and guidance in a “consumerism”
culture and to encourage young people
to opt for marriage and family despite
challenges that keep many from the sacrament.
His speech at the seminary came about
12 hours after a star-studded Festival of
Families celebration that
showcased the importance
of the family. In unscripted remarks at the festival,
Pope Francis said the institution of marriage, despite
its many challenges, should
continue to be protected.
“Without the family, not
even the Church would exist. Nor could she be what
she is called to be, namely
‘a sign and instrument of
communion with God and
of the unity of the entire
human race,’” the pope
said, quoting Lumen Gentium, the Second Vatican
Council’s Dogmatic Constitution on the Church.
“Needless to say, our understanding, shaped by the
interplay of ecclesial faith
and the conjugal experience of sacramental grace,
must not lead us to disregard the unprecedented
changes taking place in

contemporary society, with their social,
cultural – and now juridical – effects on
family bonds,” the pope said.
As the number of marriages decline
and more and more states across the
country legalize same-sex marriage, the
pope said the consumerism culture allows people to follow the latest trends,
and their loneliness discourages establishments of close bonds and the devouring of everything, including religion, until the next fad.
“Today, consumerism determines
what is important,” the pope said. “Con-

suming relationships, consuming friendships, consuming religions, consuming,
consuming ... whatever the cost or consequences. A consumption which does
not favor bonding, a consumption which
has little to do with human relationships.
Social bonds are a mere ‘means’ for the
satisfaction of ‘my needs.’”
As he had done on several occasions
during his U.S. visit to the United States,
the pope challenged the bishops to do
more to help refortify the family, especially the young people, the future of the
Church.
“Many young people, in the context
of this culture of discouragement, have
yielded to a form of unconscious acquiescence,” he said. “Many put off marriage while waiting for ideal conditions,
when everything can be perfect. Meanwhile, life goes on, without really being
lived to the full.
“We need to invest our energies not so
much in rehearsing the problems of the
world around us and the merits of Christianity, but in extending a sincere invitation to young people to be brave and to
opt for marriage and the family,” he said.
Pope Francis said that priests give up a
family to care for a larger one in an effort
to bring them closer to God.
“Our ministry needs to deepen the
covenant between the Church and the
family,” he said. “Otherwise it becomes
arid, and the human family will grow
irremediably distant, by our own fault,
from God’s joyful good news.”

A member of the Secret Service is seen outside of the seminary near a statue of
Cardinal John Krol, who served as Archbishop of Philadelphia from 1961 to 1988.
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A Seminarian’s Reflection

A Weekend with the Holy Father
By Gregory Kramp
Special to The Witness
Pope Francis: Supreme Pontiff and Leader
of the Universal Church? Yes. Vicar of Christ
on Earth? Yes. Successor of St. Peter the
Prince of the Apostles? Yes. My houseguest
and neighbor for a night? Yes.
On September 26th and 27th, Pope Francis was in Philadelphia to conclude a 5-day
trip to the United States and close the World
Meeting of Families, which was being held
there. While in Philly, he stayed at Saint
Charles Borromeo Seminary in Wynnewood,
Pa., just outside the Philadelphia city limits
where about 150 seminarians – including
myself and 17 other men who are studying to
be priests for the Diocese of Harrisburg – are
receiving our formation.
Our experience was very unique, and we
had perhaps some of the closest contact anyone had with the Holy Father while he was
here. We had spent the better part of the
preceding month preparing for his arrival;
indeed, from the time we started classes in
August, all of us were looking forward to the
day Pope Francis would take that left turn off
of E. Wynnewood Rd. onto the driveway of
Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary. This was
the second time that a pope had visited the
seminary since its inception in 1832, the first
being Pope Saint John Paul II in 1979. Admittedly, we were a little less focused on our
studies than we would have been in a normal
start to the school year, but between the painters, interior designers, television crews, and
Secret Service teams here at what seemed to
be 24 hours a day, the anticipation of his imminent visit was something we just couldn’t
shake.
At around 12:30 Saturday afternoon, we
gathered on the front steps of the seminary,
behind the statue of Saint John Vianney, and
waited for Pope Francis to arrive. The seminary choir was singing hymns, and the TV
crews were on hand to document this oncein-a-lifetime occasion that we were about
to be part of. The first smaller police escort
pulled up with our rector, Bishop Timothy
Senior, Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia,
as he had just finished concelebrating Mass
with the Holy Father at the Cathedral Basilica
of Sts. Peter and Paul about a half an hour
earlier. Perhaps some 15 minutes went by
before a much larger escort of Philadelphia
PD motorcycles, cruisers, and black Chevy
Suburban SUVs – some adorned with flags
of the United States and the Vatican – made
their way to the gates, followed shortly by a
small black Fiat 500L containing Msgr. Mark
Miles, the pope’s official interpreter; Archbishop Charles Chaput, Archbishop of Philadelphia; and our Holy Father, Pope Francis.
As the Fiat approached, the entire seminary
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Bishop Ronald Gainer poses for a photo with Harrisburg diocesan seminarians at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary, where
the Holy Father resided during his visit to Philadelphia.

community was in an uproar of applause and
cheering. Pope Francis got out of the car, and
Bishop Senior introduced him to the community, or rather he introduced the community
to him, as he needed no introduction to us.
Bishop Senior then led us in singing the “Domine, salvum fac”, a traditional song at Saint
Charles which is sung to any bishop when he
makes a visit to the seminary. The Holy Father thanked us for it, and said he enjoyed it,
but he then said in Spanish that we needed
to sing another song, “Happy Birthday,” to
Archbishop Chaput, who was celebrating his
71st birthday that same day. Then he proceeded to lead us in singing it. It was totally off the
cuff, and none of us had expected him to do
such a thing, but that made singing “Happy
Birthday” all the more incredible. Once finished, the pope walked up the front steps, in
between the throngs of seminarians on either
side waving and cheering for him. Some were
chanting, “Viva el Papa!” and the response,
“Que viva!” as he walked through the doors.
On Sunday morning, around 9:00, the
Holy Father had a
meeting with all of
the bishops who were
present in Philadelphia for the World
St. Charles Meeting of Families.
Borromeo Seminary There were bishops
is pictured in early there from all around
morning light Sept. 27. the world; bishops
from every continent were present for
the talk. Before this,
however, the seminarians and priests lined
the loggia (a hallway
connecting the main
building to the chapel)
to welcome him into
Saint Martin of Tours
Chapel, where he was
to give his talk. We
waited in place there
for awhile as Pope
Francis was getting
ready, but when he
came in view of us,
we let out the same
loud applause we had
the day before. As he
made his way through
the loggia, he waved
and smiled to us, and
before he got to me
another seminarian
nearby shouted “Te
quiero, Su Santidad!”
(“I love you, Your Holiness!”) and the Holy
Father exchanged a

Diocesan seminarian Gregory Kramp with Bishop Ronald Gainer, outside of the
seminary following Pope Francis’ address to clergy and seminarians there Sept.
27.
few words to him. As he passed, me I reached
my hand out to him and shouted “Su Santidad!” hoping for a handshake; he waved at
me instead and did the same for the rest of the
seminarians down the line.
Once in the chapel, he gave his talk to the
bishops, and when he was greeting them afterward, the seminarians hurried outside to
the steps of the chapel where he took pictures
with the seminary community. The student
council presidents then presented him with a
spiritual bouquet with many Mass intentions,
Rosaries, and Holy Hours we pledged to do
for the Holy Father. After a few pleasantries
with them and Bishop Senior, Pope Francis
hopped on a golf cart and was taken down to
the soccer field, which had been turned into
an airfield for the weekend. Marine One, the
private helicopter of the U.S. President, was
being used to transport Pope Francis during
parts of his U.S. trip. That, along with two
other helicopters for his entourage and two
Osprey as escorts, took off to head to the Curran-Fromhold Correctional Facility, where
the pope would meet with inmates. All of us
waved to him and cheered as he took off.
After he left, we had to wait for the buses
to take us to the Philadelphia Art Museum to
prepare for the Papal Mass on the Benjamin
Franklin Parkway. The wait gave us time
to hang out with and take pictures with the
roughly 250-300 bishops and cardinals that
were present at the talk. We also took pictures
with the Fiat car that Pope Francis rode in.
When we got to the Art Museum, there
was a lunch and some time to relax before the

Mass. As we lined up for the procession, we
had fun cheering for all the priests and bishops as they walked by us, and they in turn
cheered for us. The seats we had for the Mass
were very close to the altar, but unfortunately
we could not see it over all the priests and
bishops seated in front of us. We could still
listen, however, and because of our Catholic – or universal – faith, no explanation was
necessary to know exactly what was going on
at each moment of the liturgy.
When the Holy Father gave us the Final
Blessing at the end of Mass, I could not believe that he was about to leave. His time here
was such a short one, but it seemed as if it had
been awhile, and it felt like we had known
each other as if we spent time together before. There was something very special about
him; he was like a spiritual grandfather and a
brother to us at the same time.
Looking back on the experience, there
is still a certain amount of “sinking in” that
needs to happen before I will totally grasp
how incredible of an experience this was.
Spending a weekend with Pope Francis is
something I will never forget, and it will be
something that reminds me what an amazing
faith we belong to. Being neighbors with the
pope for a weekend is not something I ever
thought to put on my bucket list, but now I
can check it off anyway.
(Gregory Kramp, a native of St. Philip the
Apostle Parish in Millersville, is a seminarian studying for the Diocese of Harrisburg at
St. Charles Borromeo Seminary.)
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Visiting Prison, Pope Says All People Need Forgiveness, Cleansing
By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
While pilgrims in Philadelphia put up with a long weekend of lines and security checks at the papal venues, the
pope reached out to a group of people whose lives are lines
and security checks for years at a time.
Pope Francis spent about an hour at the Curran-Fromhold Correctional Facility. He entered the gymnasium from
behind a blue curtain, walking up on to the small stage and
carefully inspecting the large chair the inmates had made
for him. He turned, with a big smile across his face, and
gave the inmates a sincere Pope Francis thumbs up.
As the U.S. debates the need for penal reform, Pope
Francis said prisons must focus on rehabilitation, and he
insisted that no one is perfect and without need of forgiveness. While his speech was addressed primarily to the
inmates, a small group of their family members, prison
officials, state legislators and city officials, including Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter, also attended.
The inmates were told to stay seated, and reporters, who
were behind them, were told they could not speak to the
inmates until after the pope left.
Deacon Ed Dymek, who ministers at the prison, told
CNS, “There’s pope hope.”
The prisoners, who were chosen from among those with
records for the best behavior, “are as excited as can be,”
Deacon Dymek said. “This visit is hopefully inspiration
for them to lead better lives.”
The pope also told the inmates he was visiting as a pastor, “but mostly as a brother.”
Serving time in prison is a painful time, said the pope,
who continues to speak on the telephone with inmates he
used to visit in Buenos Aires, Argentina. “Any society, any
family, which cannot share or take seriously the pain of its
children and views that pain as something normal or to be
expected, is a society ‘condemned’ to remain a hostage to
itself, prey to the very things which cause that pain.”
Pope Francis insisted Jesus “teaches us to see the world
through his eyes – eyes which are not scandalized by the
dust picked up along the way, but want to cleanse, heal
and restore. He asks us to create new opportunities: for
inmates, for their families, for correctional authorities, and
for society as a whole.”
The pope spoke to the inmates about Jesus washing his
disciples’ feet, explaining that back in those days, people
wore sandals and the roads were dusty. Everyone needed to
have his or her feet cleaned. Often there were pebbles and
stones, too, which hurt.
“Life is a journey, along different roads, different paths,
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Pope Francis blesses a prisoner as he visits the Curran-Fromhold Correctional Facility in Philadelphia Sept.
27.
which leave their mark on us,” the pope said. “We know in
faith that Jesus seeks us out. He wants to heal our wounds,
to soothe our feet, which hurt from traveling alone, to wash
each of us clean of the dust from our journey.”
Jesus, the pope said, “doesn’t ask us where we have
been, he doesn’t question us what about we have done.”
Instead, Jesus washes peoples’ feet and gives them life.
“The Lord goes in search of us; to all of us he stretches
out a helping hand,” the pope said. “It is painful when we
see prison systems which are not concerned to care for
wounds, to soothe pain, to offer new possibilities.
“It is painful when we see people who think that only
others need to be cleansed, purified, and do not recognize
that their weariness, pain and wounds are also the weariness, pain and wounds of society,” Pope Francis continued.
The pope urged the prisoners to dedicate their time in
prison to “getting back on the right road” and preparing to

rejoin society.
Dechon Adams, who was charged with a weapons offense, called it “beautiful” that the pope took the time to
greet each prisoner – 11 women and close to 60 men – and
offer his blessing.
Mr. Adams, who identified himself as Christian, agreed
with Pope Francis’ explanation of Jesus washing the disciples’ feet.
“We all need cleansing,” Mr. Adams said.
After 19 months in prison, the 23-year-old said the experience has been tough on both him and his family, though
he’s found solace in faith.
“It’s harder for my family than me. It’s hard for them to
see me like this,” he said.
“This is the most time that I’ve had to reflect and pray
... get close to Jesus,” Mr. Adams said. “That’s all you can
do.”

A Pilgrim’s
Reflection

‘Let Freedom Ring!’ Respect for
Rights Helps Society, Pope Says

By Sister Maria Clare Nagle, SCC
Special to The Witness

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
Not far from where the Liberty Bell is on
display, Pope Francis urged the people of
the United States to continue to “proclaim
liberty throughout all the land unto all the
inhabitants thereof,” as the bell’s inscription
says.
Meeting Sept. 26 with members of the
Hispanic community and immigrants at Independence National Historical Park, the
pope said when governments respect human
rights and freedoms, especially the right to
religious liberty, they benefit from their citizens’ respect and care for others.
The “ringing words” of the U.S. Declaration of Independence proclaiming the equality of all men and women and their being
endowed by their creator with “inalienable
rights” continue to inspire people in the
United States and around the world, the
Argentina-born pope said.
But even such powerful words can ring
hollow if they are not “constantly reaffirmed, re-appropriated and defended,” the
pope said.
In a speech punctuated by off-the-cuff
comments and explanations, Pope Francis
urged immigrant communities in the United
States to be “responsible citizens” of their
new home without being ashamed of or hiding their cultural heritage.
The religious dimension of a people’s
life, he said, “is not a subculture. It is part
of the culture of any people of any nation.”
The Quakers who founded Philadelphia,
he said, “were inspired by a profound evangelical sense of the dignity of each individual and the ideal of a community united by
brotherly love.”
At the Philadelphia gathering, Pope Francis said concern for the dignity of all, “especially the weak and the vulnerable, became
an essential part of the American spirit.”
The pope used his speech “to thank
all those, of whatever religion, who have
sought to serve the God of peace by building cities of brotherly love, by caring for our
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Members of the Diocese of Harrisburg’s Hispanic Apostolate and community
arrive for the pope’s speech after traveling on a bus sponsored by San Juan
Bautista Parish in Lancaster
neighbors in need, by defending the dignity be ashamed of what is part of you, your life
of God’s gift of life in all its stages, by de- blood.”
fending the cause of the poor and the immiA vibrant faith and a strong family life are
grant.”
particularly important gifts to share, he said.
Those who stand up for the poor and the “By contributing your gifts, you will not only
immigrant, he said, “remind American de- find your place here, you will help to renew
mocracy of the ideals for which it was found- society from within.”
ed, and that society is weakened whenever
Before leaving Independence Mall, Pope
and wherever injustice prevails.”
Francis – repeating a section he had read
Turning to the representatives of the His- early in this speech – told the people, “Don’t
panic and immigrant communities present forget what happened here more than two
gathered at Philadelphia’s Independence centuries ago. Don’t forget the declaration
Mall, Pope Francis said he knows the sacrifice and struggles many of them faced as they that proclaimed that all men and women were
sought to build a better life for themselves created equal, that they are endowed by their
creator with certain inalienable rights and
and their families in the United States.
And while they may have been in need that governments exist to protect and defend
when they arrived, he said, they also must those rights.”
“May we keep freedom, may we care for
remember that their experiences and cultures
also are a gift that can enrich their new home, freedom – freedom of conscious, religious
just as the heritage of previous waves of im- freedom,” he said, and may all the people of
the United States express “gratitude for the
migrants over the centuries did.
“You should never be ashamed of your tra- many blessings and freedoms that you enditions,” the pope told them. “I repeat, do not joy.”

Under a bright blue sky on Independence
Mall, crowds of people thronged along the
side of the road, awaiting the arrival of Pope
Francis. The cacophony of eager voices resounded through the square in a multitude of
languages - each carrying its own hopes and
dreams for the anticipated moment. We shared
the stories of what brought us here: a school
teacher from Ohio on a mission to deliver letters from her class, a young immigrant from
Mexico seeking a better life, a religious Sister
from Philadelphia eager to welcome the pontiff to her home city, a mother and son from
Ecuador seeking U.S. citizenship, fair labor,
and his blessing in their time of trial.
What a supreme honor to be in the midst
of this crowd, to be present in welcoming the
Holy Father to the city of Brotherly Love. It
was to this filial love that he challenged us:
“In a world where various forms of modern
tyranny seek to suppress religious freedom…
it is imperative that the followers of the various religions join their voices in calling for
peace, tolerance and respect for the dignity
and rights of others.”
The Holy Father’s words were poignant.
They personally called me to question: what
have I been doing for society and what more
can I do for the good of all?
As Pope Francis concluded his speech
and the sea of people flowed into the streets,
the conversations resumed. In the sharing of
stories with each pilgrim along the way, we
entered into the call of the Holy Father to reverence the rights of others. Hearing others’
stories allowed us to enter into a sacred space
where we came to know each other’s pains,
sufferings, hopes, and joys. This genuine interest in the other, I realized, is the fundamental foundation of peace that is so needed in
our world.
(Sister Maria Clare Nagle, SCC, joined the
Diocese of Harrisburg’s Hispanic community
for the pope’s address from Independence
Hall.)
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Faithful Gather in Diocesan Parishes to Honor
the Holy Father’s Visit to Philadelphia

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

A portrait of Pope Francis is seen in the vestibule of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Abbottstown Sept. 27.

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

W

hile the Holy Father was in
Philadelphia celebrating Holy
Mass with more than a million faithful
gathered, several parishes in the diocese
invited the community to come to their
parish to watch the historic occasion.
Prior to showing the Mass projected
on a big screen, the faithful at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Abbottstown,
gathered for a two-hour exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament and recitation of the
Divine Mercy Chaplet with their pastor,
Father Timothy Marcoe.
Some ten miles away in Spring Grove,
more than 125 faithful gathered to watch
Pope Francis celebrate Holy Mass on a
large projected screen at the parish center. Before Mass, Father Thomas Hoke,
pastor, welcomed all in attendance, and
several of the parish’s youth and young
adults sung praise and worship songs.

Father Thomas Hoke, pastor of Sacred Heart
of Jesus Parish in Spring Grove, welcomes
people to the parish’s gathering Sept. 27 to
mark the close of the Holy Father’s historic visit
to the United States.

Pope Francis’ celebration
of Holy Mass on the
Benjamin Franklin Parkway
in Philadelphia Sept. 27 is
shown on a big screen at
Sacred Heart of Jesus
Parish in Spring Grove
for faithful to mark the
historic occasion.

A man kneels in reverence to the Blessed Sacrament on the altar at Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish in Abbottstown, which opened its doors for adoration prior to
a gathering to watch the Holy Father celebrate Mass in Philadelphia.

Jessica Cloutier, 20, left, and Samantha Cloutier, 17, right, lend their voices to
praise and worship music as faithful gather at Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in
Spring Grove Sept. 27.
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Bishop Barron Tells Families to be
God’s Image for Secularized Society
good first possible
then effortless,”OF
Bishop
Barron
said. MASS
WATCH
LIVE and
STREAMING
THE
PAPAL
The bishop likened this to learning the game of golf. If

By Joyce Duriga
Catholic News Service
Being created in the image of God is a mission, an adventure and a command that each Catholic is called to carry
out into the world and something we need to rediscover as
people of faith living in today’s secularized culture, said
Auxiliary Bishop Robert E. Barron of Los Angeles Sept. 21.
He made the comments in the opening keynote address at
the World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia.
Bishop Barron is the founder of Word on Fire Catholic
Ministries, host of the award-winning “Catholicism” film series, and from 2012 to 2015 was the rector/president of the
University of St. Mary of the Lake/Mundelein Seminary outside Chicago. He was ordained an auxiliary bishop Sept. 8.
Bishop Barron explored how each person is made in the
image and likeness of God – imago Dei – and the great responsibility and mission that comes with that.
It is through Adam – the first priest, prophet and king –
that all of God’s children find their purpose as imago Dei, he
said, speaking to a crowd of several thousand at the Pennsylvania Convention Center in downtown Philadelphia.
As priest, Adam adored God. As prophet, he cultivated
humanity and creation. As king, he took the Gospel message
out to the world. We, too – men and women – are called
to follow Adam’s example as priests, prophets and kings,
Bishop Barron said.
The Old Testament shows how the imago Dei is compromised along the way. “Instead of worshipping God, we
worship all other kinds of things,” he said. “What always
goes wrong with Israel is bad praise, running after false gods.
We’re the new Israel. The same rubric applies to us.”

We lose our priestly identity by worshipping things other
than God, he said. We lose our prophetic identity when we
make up our own ideas about what is true and right and we stop
being good kings when we privatize our religion and keep it to
ourselves.
False gods like wealth or pleasure cannot satisfy the longing
of the heart, the bishop said.
“It’s only God that can satisfy the deepest longing of the
heart,” he said. “We need to teach our culture how to worship
aright.”
To fulfill our mission of prophets we must embrace freedom
in God’s laws instead of what the current society tells us will
make us free.
Today’s world says “my will determines what is truth, which
is a lie,” Bishop Barron said. “That’s inimical to the Bible.”
Rather, by embracing God’s laws and understanding them
we will be truly free to live in his image and likeness and be
happy.
“It’s the shaping of desire so as to make the achieving of

‘God Pulls Beauty from the
Ashes,’ Speaker Tells Those
Struggling with Divorce
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Stepping to the microphone to offer a breakout session on healing from divorce, Rose
Sweet hit her crowd with honesty.
“I’ve been married and divorced three
times,” she said.
“I’m here to tell you that God pulls beauty
out of the ashes. The message of the Church is
that there is hope. You are not alone, whether
you are separated or divorced. There is hope
and healing for you.”
A show of hands from those gathered at Ms.
Sweet’s session on Sept. 24 during the World
Meeting of Families in Philadelphia illustrated
that she was giving her message to those who
needed it.
Assembled in a theater-like lecture hall,
nearly everyone in the audience raised their
hands when she asked how many people knew
someone who was separated or divorced; a
vast majority kept their hands up when she
asked who among them had been separated or
divorced themselves.
Ms. Sweet’s workshop, “I Am With You:
Struggling with Divorce,” offered direct remedies for those who are hurting, and ways in
which family members, friends and those who
minister in the Church can help care for them.
“Yes, the separated and the divorced are in a
unique situation” that requires compassion and
care, Ms. Sweet said. “But what is not unique
is that all of us suffer from anger, depression,
guilt, grief, loneliness, fear, anxiety. You worry
about the house. You worry about the kids. You
worry about your spouse. I’ve found that healing that is available – and it’s the right healing
available for the person going through separation and divorce – really applies to all of us.”
That healing comes through Christ alone,
she said.
“As Catholics, as Christians, our faith and
our hope in anything in life is that Jesus is with
us, every day, every moment, any time that we
call out to him,” said Ms. Sweet, a noted Catholic author and speaker who frequently appears
on Catholic radio and on EWTN. She and her
husband have adult children.
Pointing to a PowerPoint image of Christ
bruised and bloodied on the cross, she remarked: “Distress is a universal reality, and
nobody understands this more than Christ himself.”
“Yes, it is terrifying when you learn that
your spouse has another lover, or when you
spouse is just done with you, or when they
don’t even care about the kids. Fear can grip
your heart for a long time,” she said. “But Je-

sus was afraid, he was betrayed, he was abandoned. He is close to the broken hearted, and
he is our answer.”
The oldest of nine children and a child of
the 1950s, Ms. Sweet considered her first marriage as a ticket out of the house. It lasted nine
months. She divorced and sought an annulment, not even really knowing what it meant.
Twice more, she married and divorced.
“I hit the lowest of the low,” she said. “Yet,
Our Lord came in and he took my pathetic little
life and my offerings, and he made something
very beautiful out of it. He taught me to love
him first and foremost. He taught me to love
his Church.”
She offered four chronological steps that
family, friends and those in Church ministry
can take in helping those suffering from separation or divorce: Listen, Lead, Love and Let
Go.
“Listen to their story first. They don’t need
your advice or counsel right away; they need
you to listen to their pain and their story,” she
said.
“When you establish that relationship, lead
them to Jesus, lead them to the Truth,” Ms.
Sweet offered.
“And love them, no matter how they respond
to the Truth and to the love of Jesus,” she said.
“Finally, let go. This is the hardest part
sometimes,” she acknowledged. She advised
against pressing to offer more counsel, Bible
quotes, or dinners to discuss the subject. “Let
them go. God always proposes, never imposes….. Let them go for God to find a way to
reach their hearts. This doesn’t mean let go of
the person or your love for them, but let go of
your own fears, worry and anxiety for them.”
Ms. Sweet acknowledged that many separated and divorced Catholics have felt ostracized,
criticized or abandoned by the Church and her
members.
“You can trust the Church,” she said, “but
not everyone in her. A lot of the reasons that
the separated and divorced have felt so estranged and rejected is because many people
just don’t know what to say or do.”
She called upon parishes to direct Catholics
who are separated and divorced to ministries
and outreach programs designed specifically
for their needs, and to practice listening, leading, loving and letting go:
“Listen without an agenda. Use your eyes
and your ears and your heart. Lead without
pushing or pulling, and be content that you’ve
done your part. Love without reservation, no
matter what they do, and let go without hesitation, because that’s how God loves you.”
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do?” have cowed Catholics into a “prophetic silence,” Bishop Barron said.
“Friends, if we stop speaking, it won’t be heard,” he told
the crowd.
This truth is rooted in the Catholic Church’s “extravagant
demand” on her people to be saints, Bishop Barron said. But
that demand is coupled with an extravagant mercy. When
following God’s laws, moral demand and mercy should be
stressed equally. It’s not one or the other.
“Moral demand, all the way. Extravagant mercy, all the
way,” he said.
The bishop said the family, as the basic cell of civil society, has a huge role to play in rediscovering that mission of
imago Dei.
“The family is the place where the imago Dei is burnished,
where the imago Dei is brought to life,” he said.
Families that pray together, bless their kids when they go
to bed at night and cultivate virtues and forgiveness in their
children are learning right praise and teaching their children
to go out into the world and teach that to the world, he added.

Speakers Say Couples
Facing Infertility Need
Prayer, Understanding
By Laura Ieraci
Catholic News Service
Couples facing infertility need not only to hear that others understand their heartbreak, they need to feel it, too, said Cardinal Willem Eijk of Utrecht, Netherlands.
Family, friends and community members, including pastors, must do all they can to
help childless couples through their suffering, the cardinal said at a session of the World
Meeting of Families.
The Dutch cardinal was part of a three-person panel Sept. 24 on the theme, “Out of
the Depths I Cry to You, O Lord: The Heartbreak of Infertility.”
Other speakers included Dr. Gianna Emanuela Molla, the daughter of St. Gianna Beretta Molla, and Dr. Kyle Beiter, an obstetrician and gynecologist at The Gianna Center
for Women’s Health and Fertility in New Jersey.
Speaking in Italian, Cardinal Eijk said couples have a natural desire to generate new
life, and Catholics understand this desire as a vocation to fatherhood and motherhood.
But those who cannot have children experience their “involuntary infertility” as an inability to achieve their goal as a married couple and feel “guilty” and “inadequate,” he
said.
“It is understandable, then, that they would try to seek solutions to their infertility at
any cost,” he said.
Medical interventions can help find causes of infertility or correct conditions that
impede fertility, such as blocked fallopian tubes, he said. Some childless couples may
discover they are called to adopt, he added.
However, in vitro fertilization presents ethical problems; less than 20 percent of embryos created in IVF end in birth, he said. Furthermore, every human person has the
right to be the born of a couple’s conjugal love and not as the product of a technological
process, he said.
In an interview with Catholic News Service, the cardinal addressed the isolation some
couples feel in their communities for being unable to have children.
Communities should “not look at [childless] couples with suspicion, but with comprehension, which is healing for them,” he said.
He also affirmed the love of a childless couple, citing Church teaching that the conjugal act is “both unitive and procreative.”
Picking up on the topic of IVF, Dr. Beiter said many couples, “out of desperation”
to have children, “feel forced” into IVF treatment. They are unaware that other ethical
options, such as NaPro [natural procreative] technology, exist, he said.
Developed by Dr. Thomas Hilgers, NaPro technology is based on women’s natural
fertility cycles and helps women to identify the times they are more likely to conceive.
Ethical options for male infertility, such as medication to stimulate sperm production,
also exist, he said.
While no fertility therapy is 100 percent successful, NaPro technology has shown to
be 60 percent successful over two years, Dr. Beiter said.
Dr. Molla’s witness shifted the discussion from pastoral and scientific to spiritual in
speaking about the growing devotion among couples to her saintly mother, St. Gianna.
“I want to give couples, who have not yet been able to conceive, a word of hope,” she
said. “Nothing is impossible for the Lord.”
Dr. Molla’s mother was diagnosed with a fibroma while she was pregnant with her.
St. Gianna refused the recommended hysterectomy and abortion in order to protect the
child in her womb and died seven days after giving birth. She was canonized in 2004.
Many couples have had children after praying for St. Gianna’s intercession, Dr. Molla
said. Others have been helped by St. Gianna to accept the will of God and to seek adoption or different ways to share their love, she added.
Dr. Molla said couples worldwide write to her and ask her to pray to St. Gianna that
they may have a child.
In an interview with CNS, Dr. Molla said she left geriatric medicine several years
ago to care for her aged father and, since his death five years ago, has dedicated her life
entirely to her prayer ministry and to promoting devotion to St. Gianna.
“My mother praised and gave glory to God with her life on earth,” she said. “I know
now she continues to praise and give glory to God in heaven.”
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Bishop Gainer: Holy Father Calls Us
to Abandon Culture of Self Satisfaction
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
One of the root challenges that Pope Francis calls Catholics to today is to “abandon the culture of self satisfaction
and undergo a conversion to self-sacrificial love,” Bishop
Ronald Gainer remarked, reflecting on the Holy Father’s
visit to the United States and his participation in the World
Meeting of Families.
Pope Francis calls us to lift up marriage and family, to
examine the devastating effects that our culture can have on
those institutions, and to be willing to sacrifice, the bishop
told The Catholic Witness in an interview Sept. 29.
“Perhaps the biggest challenge in our culture is to abandon
the pre-eminent idea that ‘I’m to be satisfied’ and that the
primary goal in life is to do whatever pleases me,” Bishop
Gainer said. “Instead, we are challenged to be more ‘othercentered,’ and that always requires a sacrificial love.
“The Holy Father calls us to be self-giving. I think that
particular challenge then permeates all the different topics
– we need to be willing to sacrifice for the poor, we need to
be willing to sacrifice for those who are troubled or vulnerable, we need to be willing to sacrifice for our families,” he
remarked.
Pope Francis’ presence in Philadelphia for the World
Meeting of Families came a week ahead of the Synod of
Bishops on the Family, which is to begin in Rome on Oct. 4.
This ordinary general assembly, following an extraordinary synod last year, will focus on “The Vocation and Mission of the Family in the Church and the Contemporary
World.” It will draw up pastoral guidelines to respond to
previous discussions on the challenges of today’s families.
Having been present for the World Meeting of Families
Congress, the papal Mass at the Cathedral Basilica of Sts.
Peter and Paul, the pope’s address at Independence Mall, the
Festival of Families, the pope’s address to clergy and seminarians at St. Charles Seminary and the papal Mass on the
parkway, Bishop Gainer said the Holy Father’s image of the
family was two-fold: the family in which we live, and the
family of the Church.
“In a family, while there may be disagreements and times
of alienation, there still has to be unity, welcome, forgiveness,” Bishop Gainer said, expressing the lasting impression
of the pope’s analogy of the family.
“Another take-away for me is to continue to speak the po-
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sition of the Church with courage,” he said. “Pope Francis
didn’t sugarcoat any of his messages. He spoke of the very
values and principles that are authentic to the Catholic faith,
but at the same time he did so with a mode of compassion.
There was never a harsh tone of judgment, but rather understanding and compassion.
“That’s not an easy balance,” he continued. “You either appear to be a push-over and everything is relative, or you come
across as a real stern voice of criticism. He is able, because of
his own relationship with Christ, to walk that line to be clear
about the principles, but to articulate them in a way that shows
compassion.”
Bishop Gainer said his lasting impression of Pope Francis’
visit to the United States centers on the Holy Father’s authentic joy – “the joy of his faith and the joy of knowing Christ.”
“I think that’s one of the reasons he is so magnetic,” the
bishop said. “People want to see those who don’t put on rose-

Bishop Ronald
Gainer chairs
the session “Go
Forth:
Evangelization
and the Global
Community”
presented by
Simcha Fisher
during the World
Meeting of
Families. In an
interview with
The Catholic
Witness, Bishop
Gainer said that
Pope Francis
calls us to
abandon the
culture of self
satisfaction
and undergo a
conversion to
self-sacrificial
love.

colored glasses, but who understand the pressing realities and
the difficulties in the world while maintaining the joy of the
Gospel.”
The long-awaited World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia and the Holy Father’s visit to the United States has come
and gone, but the blessings continue and the fruits will begin
to take shape.
“I hope both those who watched on television and those
who were able to be present felt a strong encouragement to
continue the hard work of living as a family,” Bishop Gainer
said. “I hope that husbands and wives will continue the sacrificial work of being one in every aspect of life, and that families
will be encouraged to reach out and help others in whatever
way they can. I hope that people were uplifted not just in a
temporary way, but in a lasting sense of affirmation and encouragement.”

Mother and Son Put Faith into
Action at World Meeting of Families
Northeast Philadelphia, and established travel
arrangements on regional rail and Amtrak to
participate in the World Meeting of Families
Congress Sept. 22-25 and return to the city on
With her son’s Confirmation on the
Sept. 27 for the Papal Mass on the Benjamin
horizon, Karen Morrisette figured that one
Franklin Parkway.
of the best ways she could help prepare
“Parents are the primary educators of their
him to receive the sacrament next spring
would be to take him to the World Meeting children, and are responsible for helping to
of Families for a fulfilling dose of religious form them in the faith, and I take that seriously,” Mrs. Morrisette remarked. She’s an
formation.
educator herself; teaching in the Lancaster
So Mrs. Morrisette and 13-year-old
School District for 17 years, the last three as
Colin, members of Assumption of the
an eighth-grade teacher at Reynolds Middle
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Lancaster,
registered for the event at Philadelphia’s
School.
spacious Pennsylvania Convention Center,
Colin, educated in the Manheim Township
made plans to stay with her father in
School District, is active in the faith. He is an
altar server and sacristan, and recently completed volunteer work
for the Dominican
Nuns of the Perpetual
Rosary in Lancaster,
planting and weeding
at the Monastery of the
Immaculate Heart of
Mary.
With a plethora
of daily workshop
sessions, Holy Mass,
exhibits, vendors and a
special youth congress
that offered interactive
activities for children
and teens, the World
Meeting of Families
celebrated the family
as the sanctuary of life
and love, and called
participants to live the
theme, “Love is Our
Mission: The Family
Fully Alive.”
Colin participated in
both the youth track –
JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS where, for example, he
Karen and Colin Morrisette of Assumption of the Blessed joined Bishop Ronald
Virgin Mary Parish in Lancaster work together to seal Gainer in a game of
bags of grain-based food during the Helping Hands Wii Bowling – and the
project at the World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia. adult congress – where
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Colin Morrisette of Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Lancaster
attends “Wii Bowling with the Bishops” with Bishop Ronald Gainer during one
of the youth congress activities at the World Meeting of Families.
he accompanied his mother for Masses and
sessions on the urban family and the dignity
of human life.
The mother and son duo also joined in
a colossal meal-packaging event called
“Helping Hands,” a volunteer activity created by Catholic Relief Services and Stop
Hunger Now.
Some 3,500 volunteers during numerous
“Helping Hands” sessions over three days
of the congress packaged 200,000 grainbased meals for 27 social service centers
that assist orphans, single mothers, widows
and other vulnerable people in Burkina
Faso, Africa.
The hour-long session at which Karen
and Colin volunteered packaged 40,000
meals for two orphanages.
“We decided to do the Helping Hands
project so that we could help needy people
in the world,” Colin said. “This service

project and all the activities during the
week have helped me to interact with other
people as a shy person, and be open to talking about the faith.”
“I feel like the World Meeting of
Families has been one big family reunion
of Catholics from all over the world,”
Mrs. Morrisette said. “I feel like I’m most
at home here, even among nearly 20,000
people.”
With the congress’ theme, “Love is Our
Mission,” she wasted no time putting it into
action by reconnecting with her mother.
“We hadn’t spoken in many months, and
I thought to myself, ‘Here I am, going to
the World Meeting of Families, and yet I
don’t even talk to my mom,’” Mrs. Morrisette said. “So I called her up, and we went
to dinner this week. Just being here for this
gathering has called me to already put my
faith into action.”
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PoPe Francis Visits the United states

Memory and Motion: A Reflection on the Pope’s Visit
By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
Pope Francis speaks often about memory and motion, the
importance of remembering where you came from and setting off without fear to share the Gospel.
That’s what he did in the United States. He circled the
Statue of Liberty in a helicopter and flew over Ellis Island
not preparing to condemn the world’s great superpower,
but to reflect on its history and promise as a land that welcomes people, makes them part of the family and allows
them to thrive.
Over the course of six days in the United States, Pope
Francis let the U.S. public see who he really is with touching blessings, strong speeches, prayerful liturgies and an
unplugged proclamation of the beauty of family life, even
when it includes flying saucers.
With constant television coverage and a saturated social
media presence, Pope Francis was no longer just the subject of screaming headlines about the evils of unbridled
capitalism and a “who-am-I-to judge” attitude toward behaviors the Catholic Church describes as sinful.
Instead, he repeatedly admitted his own failures and reminded people they, too, have fallen short. He urged them
to trust in God’s mercy and get a move on proclaiming that
to the world – first with gestures and maybe with words.
Sin is sin even for Pope Francis. Human life is sacred at
every stage of its development, and that includes the lives
of convicted murders, he said during the visit. People are
blessed and at their best when they are part of a family
composed of a mother, a father, children and grandparents.
The well-being of a nation is served by businesses and enterprises that make money, but that do not make money
their god.

A vendor in Philadelphia displays Rosaries and papal
T-shirts in anticipation of the Holy Father’s visit to the
city.

The pope’s proclamation of the Gospel in
Washington, New York and Philadelphia Sept.
22-27 focused on reinvigorating people’s faith,
hope, trust and commitment to loving God,
serving others and living up to the founding
ideals of the United States: equality, opportunity for all, religious liberty and the sacred
dignity of every creature – human especially,
but also the earth.
Pope Francis had never been in the United
States before landing in Washington Sept. 22.
He was welcomed to the White House and
became the first pope to address a joint meeting of Congress. He joined leaders of other
religions in honoring the dead and comforting their surviving family members at ground
zero in New York. He addressed the United
Nations. And, in Philadelphia, using a lectern
once used by Abraham Lincoln, he called for
respect for religious freedom and for ethnic
and cultural differences.
At home and abroad, Pope Francis scrutinizes people and identifies something good and
beautiful in them. He affirms their core concerns, and he challenges them to grow.
For the Catholic Church – in the United
States as elsewhere – the key challenge is :not
about building walls, but about breaking them
down,” as he told the bishops, clergy and religious of Pennsylvania Sept. 26.
From the beginning of his trip – Sept. 19
in Havana – the pope made it clear that with
all the important meetings he would have, his
primary purpose was to join the celebration of
the World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia
Sept. 26-27.
And he insisted it be a celebration, not a funeral or a simply a session for rallying the obedient, loyal troops before they set out to battle.
The big challenge, he told more than 100
bishops who came to the meeting from around
the world, is to recognize just how many beautiful families God has blessed the Church with.
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“For the Church, the family is not first and People kneel in Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in an
foremost a cause for concern, but rather the adoration chapel at the World Meeting of Families at the
joyous confirmation of God’s blessing upon Pennsylvania Convention Center Sept. 25.
the masterpiece of creation,” he told the bishops Sept. 27.
“Every day, all over the world, the Church can rejoice
But mothers-in-law deserve a break and understanding, if
in the Lord’s gift of so many families who, even amid one applies the pope’s words to the bishops the next morndifficult trials, remain faithful to their promises and keep ing and to hundreds of thousands of people gathered on
the faith!”
Philadelphia’s Benjamin Franklin Parkway for the event’s
Tossing aside the text he had prepared for the night- closing Mass.
time festival of families Sept. 26, Pope Francis had tens
Trust the Holy Spirit, he told the crowds. Recognize that
of thousands of people watching him with awe or with God is at work in the world. Treasure the little daily geslaughter or with tears as he described the blessing of real- tures that show love within a family. Affirm all those who
life families.
do good, whether or not they are “part of our group.”
“Some of you might say, ‘Of course, Father, you speak
“Anyone who wants to bring into this world a famlike that because you’re not married,’” he admitted. But ily which teaches children to be excited by every gesture
he proved he knew what he was talking about. “Families aimed at overcoming evil – a family which shows that the
have difficulties. Families – we quarrel, sometimes plates Spirit is alive and at work – will encounter our gratitude
can fly, and children bring headaches. I won’t speak about and our appreciation. Whatever the family, people, region,
mothers-in-law,” he quipped.
or religion to which they belong!” he said.
Left: An infant rests in his mother’s
caring arms during a breakout
session at the World Meeting of
Families in Philadelphia.
Right:Messages written on prayer
ribbons hang from the Knotted
Grotto outside the Cathedral
Basilica of Sts. Peter and Paul,
where thousands of people added
their prayer intentions to a project
inspired by the image of Mary,
Undoer of Knots.
Below: Cell phones and cameras
capture images of Pope Francis as
the Popemobile maneuvers through
Philadelphia on the way to the
Festival of Families on the Benjamin
Franklin Parkway Sept. 26.

