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Steven Arena, Samuel Dubois, John Kuchinski, Richard Mowery and Brian 
Olkowski stand before Bishop Ronald Gainer prior to their ordination to the 
priesthood on June 4 at St. Patrick Cathedral. See pages 9-12 for coverage.
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By Jen Reed
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A chapter of the world’s premier membership 
organization for Catholic business leaders commit-
ted to learn, live and spread the faith is now here in 
the Diocese of Harrisburg.

The Harrisburg Chapter of Legatus – the Latin 
word for “ambassador” – was officially chartered 
on May 31 during a Chapter Chartering Celebration 
at the Hotel Hershey. 

Established nearly 30 years ago by Tom 
Monaghan, a practicing Catholic and founder of 
Domino’s Pizza and former owner of the Detroit 
Tigers, Legatus is designed for Catholic business 
leaders and their spouses, offering opportunities 
that bring together the three key areas of their lives: 
faith, family and business. 

The three-fold purpose of Legatus is for its mem-
bers to study, live and spread the Catholic faith. 

“The great value of Legatus is that the members 
are encouraged to go more deeply in living their 
faith and integrating their faith in the workplace, 
family life and in all their activities,” said Bishop 
Ronald Gainer. “Since they are all top tier busi-
ness leaders, this enriches their influence on all 
the people they encounter in their professional and 
personal lives.”

Legatus helps its members become an “ambas-
sador for Christ,” as written in Paul’s Second Letter 
to the Corinthians (2Cor 5:20). 

Ongoing education is at the heart of Legatus, and 
therefore the organization’s monthly meetings fea-
ture inspiring guest speakers. Legatus also provides 
opportunities to help member couples enhance their 
marriage and family life, as well as networking and 
peer support. 

The international organization, with 95 chapters 
and some 5,000 members, includes Catholic lay-
men and laywomen who are CEOs, presidents and 
businesses owners, with their spouses. 

Founder Tom Monaghan established Legatus fol-
lowing a powerful encounter with St. John Paul II 
in 1987.

“I attended Mass in his private chapel and 
received Holy Communion from him, and within 
45 minutes, while I was on my way home, I got 
the idea for Legatus just like that. It hit me like a 
lightning bolt,” Mr. Monaghan told The Catholic 
Witness.

“I knew from my experience as a businessman 
that being a CEO or a head of a company, you can 
kind of be alone at the top,” he said. “The whole 

Legatus Organization for Catholic Business 
Leaders Formed in Harrisburg Diocese
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Bishop Ronald Gainer addresses founding members 
of the Legatus Chapter of the Diocese of Harrisburg 
during a Mass celebrating its chartering event.

Tom Monaghan, who founded Legatus 
following an encounter with St. John 
Paul II nearly 30 years ago, speaks to 
founding members about his business 
leadership and the development of the 
organization.

John and Patricia DeFelice of St. Patrick Parish  
in York, the founding members of the Legatus  
Chapter in the Diocese of Harrisburg, address their 
fellow member couples during a dinner at the Hotel 
Hershey May 31.

purpose of the organization is to help highly-
influential Catholic business leaders in living and 
sharing their faith to help do so much more good. 
By being a member of Lega-
tus, these leaders are saying, ‘I 
want to be a better Catholic.’”

Legatus offers monthly 
meetings with Mass, time 
for sharing insights, dynamic 
presentations and optional 
forums. Members are afforded 
access to various resources, 
including the Legatus Web 
site and newsletter, and con-
nections to Catholic leaders. 
Larger events include pilgrim-
ages, the annual Pro-Life Con-
ference in Washington, and 
the annual summit attended by 
hundreds of members. 

It was attendance at one 
of the annual summits that 
enthralled John and Patricia 
DeFelice, the first members of 
the Harrisburg chapter.

Three months out of the 
year, they live in Ave Maria, 
Florida, also founded by Mr. 
Monaghan. While there, a 
neighbor invited them to at-
tend a meeting of the Naples 
Chapter as guests. Soon, they became members 
themselves. 

“What really sunk us into Legatus was the an-
nual summit. At the first session, there were 400 
people in an auditorium, on their knees praying the 
Rosary,” said Mr. DeFelice. He and his wife are 
members of St. Patrick Parish in York. 

“I feel that the women of Legatus are one with 
the Blessed Mother’s soul, in that we are Jesus’ 
women,” Mrs. DeFelice told The Witness. “Liv-
ing in Florida just three months out of the year, I 
wanted to remain there, but I’m also drawn to my 
home here in the diocese. A priest told me that God 
wants me to be a solider up north, and so John and 
I were given the confidence by the Lord to help 
bring Legatus to the Harrisburg Diocese.”

They spoke with Bishop Gainer shortly after his 
appointment as Bishop of Harrisburg in 2014, and 
the Harrisburg Chapter of Legatus was formed in 
September of last year. The bishop was pleased to 

establish a chapter here, since had been chaplain of 
Legatus in the Diocese of Lexington while bishop 
there.

“I was surprised that the Harrisburg Diocese did 
not already have Legatus, and so I was elated when 
John DeFelice expressed his interest in starting 
it here,” the bishop said. “I served as chaplain to 
the Lexington Chapter, and the monthly meetings 
quickly became events that I eagerly looked for-
ward to attending.”

The Legatus-Harrisburg Chapter Chartering Cel-
ebration took place on May 31, and began, as do all 
Legatus meetings, with the praying of the Rosary 
and the opportunity to receive the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. Bishop Gainer, who is the chaplain 
for the Harrisburg Chapter, then celebrated Mass 
for the 25 founding member couples and Legatus 
officers and directors.

The evening continued with a dinner celebration 
that was highlighted by a question-and-answer ses-
sion with Mr. Monaghan.

“I think it’s so providential that our chartering 
takes place on the Feast of Our Lady’s Visitation, 
because that is exactly at the heart of Legatus: to 
encounter one another, to gather, to share our faith, 
to let one another know the great things that God 
has done and is doing in our lives, and to support 
each other in the work that we do and in growing, 
in understanding and in sharing our Catholic faith,” 
the bishop said in his homily. 

John Knowles, Legatus Regional Director for the 
Northeast, told The Witness that since its launch in 
September, the Harrisburg Chapter has grown faster 
than what is typical for other chapters, with 25 
founding member couples. 

“I couldn’t be happier with Harrisburg, and with 
Bishop Gainer’s leadership. 
Harrisburg is on fire with the 
faith,” he said.

Appointed as Northeast 
Director in 2015, Mr. Knowles 
has witnessed Legatus’ impact 
in every area of his life.

“I’m certainly a way better 
Catholic than I was before, and 
in terms of my professional 
standing, working with this 
caliber of entrepreneurs and 
corporate executives every 
single day has certainly been 
a huge blessing in my life,” 
he said. “It’s made me a better 
leader, it’s given me a more 
serious perspective on ethics 
and leadership, and I couldn’t 
be more grateful for the op-
portunity.”

Bishop Gainer expressed his 
gratitude to the founding mem-
bers of the Harrisburg Chapter.

“Most were unfamiliar 
with Legatus when they were 
invited to attend a meeting and 
were willing trust and to take 

the risk of becoming members,” he said. “Twenty 
member couples are necessary to charter a chapter, 
and in nine months we had 25 couples who have 
joined. I hope that they and all future members 
derive the same benefits as I have from Legatus in 
my years with the Lexington Chapter and now here 
in Harrisburg.”

“Legatus fosters solid friendships among its 
member couples by gathering them for a monthly 
night out for prayer, Mass, an enjoyable dinner 
and the opportunity to hear a nationally known 
speaker who shares how he or she has grown more 
fervent in the faith and how the faith has been more 
integrated into their businesses, professions and 
personal lives,” he said. “I hope this will be the 
great gift that Legatus gives to our members here in 
Harrisburg.”

(For information about Legatus, visit www.
legatus.org.)
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Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

Break away from your daily 
routine and rejuvenate your faith 
at the event of the summer: World 
Youth Day Stateside!

The registration deadline has 
been extended to June 21. Go to 
hbgdiocese.org/wydstateside to 
sign up for the most memorable 
thing you’ll do this summer.

WYD Stateside is a two-day 
event for teens, young adults 
and families and will be held at 
Lancaster Catholic High School 
and Clipper Magazine Stadium 
in July. 

The unique event – emceed by 
Jackie Francois Angel – begins 
Saturday, July 30 at Lancaster 
Catholic with an opening liturgy, 
followed by catechesis, a concert 
by Ceili Rain, Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament and Confes-
sions.

After an overnight, outdoor 
vigil, pilgrims will trek to Clip-
per Magazine Stadium for Sta-
tions of the Cross, and a closing 
liturgy celebrated by Bishop Ed-
ward Malesic of the Diocese of 
Greensburg.

The entire experience is de-
signed to mirror the events of 
World Youth Day in Krakow, 

REJUVENATE AND REFOCUS AT WYD STATESIDE!

 

       “SAVE THE DATE” 
            2016 Diocesan Women’s Conference October 15, 2016 

   Bishop McDevitt High School - 1 Crusader Way Harrisburg  
 

Theme: Wrapped in God’s Merciful Love 
 

Keynote Speaker—Kimberly Hahn 
    

Principal Celebrant and Homilist— 
The Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer, DD, JCL, Bishop of Harrisburg 

 
 

Conference includes: Keynote Address, Workshop Sessions, Confession,  
Eucharistic Adoration, Praise and Worship, Celebration of Mass, and Fellowship  

with Hundreds of Women! 
 

Registration materials will soon be made available in parishes and on the diocesan website. 
 

For information contact Jim Gontis at (717) 657 – 4804, ext. 227, or jgontis@hbgdiocese.org 

Diocese Thanked for  
Donations to Collections

Donald Kaercher, Chief Financial Officer of the Diocese of Harrisburg, recently received letters 
of acknowledgement for the donations that the faithful of the diocese contributed to this year’s 
Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa, Collection for the Church in Central and Eastern Europe, 
and Collection for the Church in Latin America. The letters of acknowledgement came from Bevin 
C. Kennedy, Assistant Director of Promotions for the United States Conference of Bishops’ Office 

of National Collections.
The people of the diocese contributed $43,522.84 to the Solidarity Fund for 

the Church in Africa, which supports pastoral projects that foster lasting peace 
and reconciliation in a continent often marked by division and tension. While 
the Church in Africa is growing, many still lack access to basic resources and 
pastoral care. Many suffer due to high rates of poverty and unemployment, il-
literacy, and poor education. 

A total of $40,204.52 was contributed to the Collection for the Church in 
Central and Eastern Europe, which funds projects in 28 countries to build the 
pastoral capacity of the Church and to rebuild and restore the faith in these 
countries. The funds collected for the Church in Central and Eastern Europe 
are used to support seminaries, youth ministry, social service programs, pasto-
ral centers, church construction and renovation, and Catholic communications 
projects.

A total of $40,204.52 was also given by the people of the diocese to the Col-
lection for the Church in Latin America, which funds catechesis, pastoral pro-
grams, marriage and family life projects, seminarian education and many other 
necessary programs in Latin America and the Caribbean.

For more information about the USCCB’s collections, visit www.usccb.org/
nationalcollections.

and will include a video message 
from Pope Francis, and exhibits 
about Poland, St. John Paul II, 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet and 
the Luminous Mysteries of the 
Rosary.

The gates to WYD Stateside 
will open at Lancaster Catholic 
on Saturday morning, July 30.

“We are excited to host WYD 
Stateside for the young people 
of our region,” said Deb Waters, 
Director of Campus Ministry at 
Lancaster Catholic High School. 
“It is our hope that WYD State-
side will give many of our young 
people who wouldn’t otherwise 
have the means to attend an in-
ternational World Youth Day the 
opportunity to experience a simi-
lar encounter with Christ and his 
Church, right here in the USA!” 

Cost is $175 for the two-day 
event, and Sunday-only tick-
ets are available for $50. High 
school youth must register with a 
youth group or with their family. 
Young adults can register indi-
vidually or as a group. Sign up to-
day! Visit www.hbgdiocese.org/ 
wydstateside for all the details.

• June 11 – WYD Catechesis Session, Cardinal Keeler 
Center, Harrisburg, 10 a.m.

• June 13 – Groundbreaking at the new location of the 
Carmel of Jesus Mary and Joseph, Fairfield, 11 a.m.

• June 19 – Holy Infant Church Dedication, York 
Haven, 10 a.m.

• June 20 – Celebrate Mass for Summer Novena of 
Hope, Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Shrine,  
Philadelphia, 12:05 p.m.

• June 21 – Quo Vadis Days, Mount St. Mary’s 
Seminary, Emmitsburg, Md., 9 a.m.

• June 22 – Celebrate Mass for the Feast of St. Thomas 
More, St. Joan of Arc Church, Hershey, 8:30 a.m.

• June 25 – Attend St. Joseph Squirettes of Mary 
Breakfast, St. Joseph Parish, Mechanicsburg, 9:30 a.m.; 
Install Father Paul Fisher as Pastor of St. Rose of Lima 
Parish, York, 5 p.m.

• June 26 – Install Father Mark Wilke as Pastor of Our 
Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish, Harrisburg, 10:30 
a.m.; Celebrate Mass for Ladies PA Slovak Catholic 
Union Convention, St. Francis Xavier Church,  
Gettysburg, 3 p.m.
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“What a joy and grace it is to celebrate my 80th Anniversary of Ordination to the 
Holy Priesthood. Looking back over my 103 plus years, most of my memories 

are centered on God and the priesthood. First, the faith passed on to me by my parents and 
family. Then preparing to become a priest and eight decades of priestly life and ministry.

Why does anyone become a priest? Surely, the major part is God’s calling. A vocation is 
the most personal experience of a lifetime. It is humbling! And then there is the goodness I 
found among the many parishioners in all the parishes I have served. The support and love 
of the People of God has sustained and continues to edify me. They have brought and still 
do bring innumerable blessings to my life.

Wonderful things happen when God is a part of our lives. I believe a deepening awareness 
of God’s presence is one of the gifts of old age. It is His way of getting our undivided atten-
tion! It moves you to deeper prayer and reflection. What will I say I have done with my life 
when I stand before God? My answer will be: I tried to be a good priest and to bring others 
to Christ. It might sound simple, but it’s what it all comes down to.

We are all united to each other as children of God. Whether you are a relative or friend, 
religious sister, or my brother priest or deacon, I thank God that He put you in my life and 
made it happier because of you. I am so grateful for your prayers, love and goodness!

I pray daily for you and for God to keep us all together and strong. May God bless you 
now and always!”

~ Msgr. Vincent J. Topper
Letter in the Anniversary Mass Program

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Portrait of Msgr. Vincent Topper, taken in 2011 on the 
occasion of his 75th anniversary of ordination to the 
priesthood.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Escorted into St. Catherine Labouré Church in the Entrance 
Procession of the Mass of Thanksgiving celebrating the an-
niversary of his ordination to the priesthood, Msgr. Vincent 
Topper smiled a congenial and appreciative smile as he 
passed by rows of pews filled with well-wishing parishioners, 
religious sisters, deacons, seminarians and several dozen of 
his fellow priests. 

Onlookers returned the smile, clasping their hands in over-
flowing gratitude or slightly nodding in amazement of the 
priest’s longevity. 

After all, Msgr. Topper was ordained 80 years ago, on June 
6, 1936, and he will turn 104 on July 28.

According to diocesan research, he is the oldest and lon-
gest-serving priest in the country. 

“You have gathered us for this celebration of the Mass of 
Thanksgiving in what – for most of us, if not every one of us – 
will be a once-in-a-lifetime celebration,” Bishop Ronald Gainer, 
the principal celebrant and homilist for the Mass, told the jubi-
larian.

Msgr. Topper, on 80th Anniversary of Ordination, 
Witnesses to Fidelity to Christ’s Call

More MSGR. TOPPER, page 5

Above: Celebrating 80 years as 
a priest, Msgr. Vincent Topper 
offers a blessing to then-Deacon 
Steven Arena, a diocesan  
seminarian who was one of five 
men ordained to the priesthood 
on June 4.

Left: Father Neil S. Sullivan, 
pastor of St. Catherine Labouré 
Parish in Harrisburg, where Msgr. 
Topper resides, exchanges a 
Sign of Peace with the jubilarian 
during the Mass of Thanksgiving 
on May 24.

Right: Msgr. Vincent  
Topper receives hearty  
congratulations from Father  
Andrew Stahmer prior to the 
Mass of Thanksgiving on May 24 
in celebration of the jubilarian’s 
80th anniversary of ordination to 
the priesthood. Msgr. Topper, 
103, is believed to be the oldest 
and longest-serving priest  
in the country.
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“Anniversaries are not just 
about the passing of years; an-
niversaries are about fidelity 
over the course of the years, 
promises made and promises 
kept, sacramental grace re-
ceived and sacramental grace 
abandoned to,” the bishop re-
marked. “This anniversary is 
about fidelity and cooperation 
with God’s grace of a selfless, 
dedicated man.” 

Ordained in 1936 at the age 
of 23, Msgr. Topper needed a 
dispensation from the Holy See 
to be ordained at such a young 
age, the bishop noted, pointing 
out that the cost for the exemp-
tion was $25.

Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
had won re-election that year, 
Pius XI was pope, and the 
Church’s first Code of Canon 
Law was just 19 years old, 
Bishop Gainer noted. 

“Things like financial coun-

Msgr. Topper
Continued from 4

Then-Father Vincent Topper, with the First Holy Communion Class of St. Joseph’s in Saginaw, then a mission of St. Mary’s Parish 
in York.

COURTESY OF ST. CATHERINE LABOURÉ PARISH
Msgr. Vincent Topper, center, pictured with sisters Loretta, Ev-
elyn and Frances.

COURTESY OF ST. CATHERINE LABOURÉ PARISH
An early photo of Father Vincent Topper.

cils, pastoral councils, business 
managers, pastoral associates 
and permanent deacons were 
as foreign as space travel and 
organ transplants,” the bishop 
said of the time of Msgr. Top-
per’s ordination. “In fact, fi-
nance councils, pastoral coun-
cils and business managers 
were synonyms for ‘pastor.’”

“You’ve seen so much in the 
world, in our culture, in our 
Church change,” he told Msgr. 
Topper, “and you weathered 
those changes with amazing 
fidelity and flexibility, to con-
tinue to be what Christ called 
you to be.”

Reflecting on the day’s Gos-
pel (Mark 10:28-31) in which 
Peter asks Jesus what the 
apostles have been given from 
following him, Bishop Gainer 
held Msgr. Topper up as an ex-
ample of the “qualitatively su-
perior” gifts received in taking 
after Christ.

“Msgr. Topper, that is the 
witness of the life that you give 
to us, that is the cause of our 

joy on your anniversary, this is 
the reason for our sincere and 
profound gratitude to God for 
the gifts showered upon you, 
supremely, qualitatively more 
valuable than anything you 
might have achieved, anything 
you might have succeeded or 
obtained in another path of 
life,” the bishop said. “God 
chose you, you said your yes, 
and for these 80 years, you 
have lived a faithful, selfless 
life as a priest.” 

At St. Catherine Labouré 
Parish, where he lives, Msgr. 
Topper is present to the com-
munity, concelebrating Mass 
twice a week for the parish 
while celebrating it daily in pri-
vate. He enjoys weekly visits 
from students from the school 
and occasional visits from pa-
rishioners. 

Msgr. Topper was born in 
1912 and raised in Hanover, 
and his early childhood was 
difficult. As a newborn, he suf-
fered from tuberculosis, and 
was baptized by a parish priest 
the day of his birth because 
doctors did not expect him to 
live. 

His mother and three of his 
siblings died when he was very 
young, and his father nearly 
succumbed to the influenza epi-
demic of 1918. 

Young Vincent found solace 
at St. Joseph Parish, located 
just a block from his home. He 
served there as an altar boy for 
the 5:30 a.m. Mass. 

“To me, priests and sisters 
were saints,” Msgr. Topper told 
The Catholic Witness in an in-
terview on the occasion of his 
75th anniversary in 2011. “Here 
I am a little boy without my 
mother. I would go to school 
and put my arms around the 
legs of the sisters. I loved them 
and the priests because of their 
example.”

“I asked myself, ‘What do I 
want to be when I grow up?’ 
Well, I wanted to get to Heav-
en, so I thought the best way to 
do that was to be a priest,” he 
said. 

He was confirmed by Bishop 
Philip McDevitt, who accepted 
him into the diocese’s seminar-
ian program. He entered St. 
Vincent Seminary in Latrobe, 
Pa., were he spent two years in 
college in preparation for the 
seminary.

Bishop George Leech or-
dained then-Father Topper to 
the priesthood at St. Patrick Ca-
thedral in Harrisburg on June 6, 
1936. He would go on to serve 
at Immaculate Conception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary Par-
ish in York, Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Parish in Mount Carm-
el, Immaculate Conception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish 

in Fairfield, St. Joseph Parish 
in Milton, St. Columba Parish 
in Bloomsburg, and St. Joseph 
Parish in York.

In each parish in which he 
served as pastor, he worked to 
expand Catholic education.

As pastor of St. Mary’s in 
Fairfield and administrator of 
its mission at St. Rita’s in Blue 
Ridge Summit, he purchased a 
bus to take students to school. 
He built a school at St. Jo-
seph’s in Milton and expanded 
classrooms at St. Columba in 
Bloomsburg and at St. Joseph’s 
in York.

“You have to keep building 
the faith for the youth,” Msgr. 
Topper remarked in the 2011 
interview. “They need a foun-
dation. If you don’t provide 
our youth with a solid Catholic 
education, they’re not going to 
practice their faith.”

“You love the people you 
serve. They’re your family, 
and you do all that you can 
for them,” he said. “You suffer 
with them, but you have happy 
times with them too.”

“I hope I have influenced peo-
ple by my example and through 
the sacraments,” Msgr. Topper 
said. “I tried to be a good priest 
and bring the people to Christ 
and Christ to the people.” 

View the  
Anniversary  
Mass Online

A video of the Mass 
celebrating the 80th anni-
versary of the ordination of 
Msgr. Topper can be found 
on the Diocese of Harris-
burg's YouTube page:

www.YouTube.com/ 
hbgdiocese
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Rachele Abel, Pia Alderman, Jesse Altmeyer, 
Matthew Amos, Nicholas Anderson, Rebekah 
Aungst, Colin Auriemma, Timothy Azizkhan, 
Jennifer Barcavage, Zane Bayer, Morgan Beatty, 
Amanda Becker, Katherine Bianchi, Clayton Biden, 
Joseph Binder, Kyle Bower, Bradley Buchter, Sean 
Capper, Caleb Cash, Hung-Yu Cho, Samantha 
Coleman, Colleen Connolly, Dallas Cook, Jorden 
Cook, Tyla Cornelius, Emily D’Amico, Matthew 
Dailey, Andrew DeBastiani, Maci Depner, Hannah 
Deppen, Peter Dethlefs, Hailey Donson, Robert 
Downey, Chase Drawbaugh, Samantha Eberly, 
Dominic Fanelli, Victoria Fanucci, Domenico Fera, 
Brenna Finegan, Benjamin Finkbeiner, Nikita 
Fox, Ryan Freysinger, Stephen Funston, Justin 
Gagliardi, Yuwei Gao, Hunter Geisel, Ryan  
Haberman, Malique Hayward, Samantha Heigel, 
Karis Hench, Caroline Hills, Ethan Hornick, Yuhan 
His, Henry Imgrund, Greer Jeffrey, Rochelle 
Joseph, Hope Joyce, Aidan Kardos, Evan Karli, 
Curtis Kenski, Gabrielle Killian, Amanda Knaub, 
Megan Kosman, Katherine Kukay, Brophy Lee, 
Juwon Lee, Mark Mandak, Sage Mansbarger, 
Connor McKay, Erin Meagher, Kelly Muñoz, Ethan 
Murphy, Nikhil Nayyar, Tucker Nicholas, Margaret 
Mary O’Brien, Vincent Oliverio, Madeleine O’Neil, 
John Oscilowski, Alexandra Parisi, Sheila Phillips, 
Mary Pugh, Christian Queen-Jackson, Harrison 
Quidort, Thomas Quinn, III, Kaitlyn Railer, Sarah 

Madeleine O’Neil,  
Salutatorian

Diocesan High Schools’ Class of 2016

Noah Michael Adley, Nicholas Barnes Ammirati, 
Iveth Ariadna Anguiano Martinez, John Barry 
Balint, III, Kyle Jonah Baughman, Sarah Elizabeth 
Beeghley, Bret Andrew Bitting, Mustafa, Jabriel 
Blackston, Abigail Madge May Botek, Sabrina Rita 
Bounader, Molly M. Brandenburg, Moira Christine 
Brennan, Emily Elizabeth Breski, Erica L. Breski, 
Keiante’ Kimani Brooks, Kiarah Alexis Brown,  
Ivana Rose Burrows, Ryan D. Calhoun, Kyree  
Raekwon Calli, Imani, Monet Lavenia Cameron, 
Kristin Marie Cannon, Brian William Carey, Natalie 
Susan Carnicelli, Sarah Nicole Carson, Barry 
Carter, Jr., Sierra Marie Castaneira, Carolyn B. 
Ciccocioppo, Alexis Leigh Cleland, Breana M. 
Collins, Taylor A. Crosland, Kyle E. Curtis, Sarah 
Emily D’Agostino, William Dam, Daisy LeCrone 
Daugherty, Diamante J. Davis, Andrea DeJesus, 
Maria Ursula DeJesus, Jonas Patrick Demko, 
Molly Anne Dempsey, Kelly Maura Druby, Micaela 
Carrie Eckert, La’Shae Lauren Eden-Clemons, 
Joseph Patrick Ferguson, Michelle Elizabeth 
Fiamingo, Erin Noelle Fisher, Berenice Garcia, 
Nicholas James Gemmell, Kaley Alexandra  
Gerhards, Cole Anthony Gerula, Benjamin D. 
Gorland, Natalie Ann Guerrisi, Faith Destiny Gule’, 
Jiajie Guo, Jayleen Alissa Guzman, Daniel Joseph 
Hair, Dylan M. Hake, Bryce Donally Hall, Lindsey 
Ann Hardy, Phoenix M. Harris, Kathleen  
Elizabeth Hartwell, Joseph Carl Headen, Jr.,  
Cathryn Josephine Healy, Dylan Noah Patrick 
Heisey, William Francis Herb, Edgar I. Hernan-
dez, Maika B. Ho, Sydney Alexis Hood, Emma C. 
Hutchman, Amanda Hanna Issis, Jose L. Jacobo, 
Kexin Jiang, Ja’Juan T. Johnson, Jamier La’rae 
Johnson, Justin C. Johnson, Kevin D. Johnson, 
Jr., Shaneil Braquan Johnson, Osman A. Kamara, 
Julia Teresa Kello, Dashawn L. Kent, Kendall May 
Kolk, Kayla Ann Kreider-Mealy, Déyante O.E. 
Lake, Adrian Marcell Ledebohm, Raquel Annise  
Ledgister, Sophia Jo Frances Lehigh, Kevin 
Lawrence Lenz, Adam Locke Leonhard, Jonathan 
Andrew Leydon, Amber Liang, Amanda Liberacki, 
Nicholas P. Lokitis, Anthony D. Long, Michael 
Walter Lowinski, Jr., Nyesha Lashai  
Lynch-Matlack, Amanda Marie Magill, James 
Marlou Lopez Magnaye, Kamangy Joseph  
Marcello, Skyler Raine Maroney, Talya M.  
Marrazzo, Alexander J. Marsico, Brianna Joan 
Martin, Cailin Brynn McCarthy, Sean Dominic 
Elijah McDevitt, Rebecca M. McInerney, Kayce 
A. McKee, Rachael Catherine McKee, Kimberly 
I. Melendrez, Nicholas Miletic, Joseph Christian 

Bishop McDevitt High School, Harrisburg
Graduation May 26

Mione, Jaelon C. Mitchell, Kaylyn Janelle Mitchell, 
Maria Alejandra Mosquera, Jacklyn Marie Motter, 
Michael Gerrard Mowery, II, Lindsay Elizabeth 
Mullady, Eduardo Nicolas Navarro, David Thien 
Son Nguyen, Peter Minh Hieu Nguyen, Dante 
M. Nolan, Maira Elizabeth Nuñez, Marie Claire 
Nyirahabimana, Mykhia Nicole Odom, Erin Joana 
O’Leary, Nicolás Marcelo Padilla, Natalia Elizabeth 
Perez, Molly McCarthy Pfau, Alexandra Louisa 
Pfautz, Dustin Pham, Alexander John Pompei, 
Noah Michael Press, Megan Baylee Price, Emily 
Mae Pruden, Marisa Jo Pugliese, John E. Quirk, 
II, Jordan Elliot Ragsdale, Michael H. Rebarchak, 
Taisha J. Reina-Avila, Alexis M. Reisch, Thomas 
Calvin Repa, Jeremy Francis Riccio, Shannon 
Rebecca Richey, Jonathan A. Rivera, Vesta Maria 
Alicia Rodriguez, Alivia Logan Roma, Jakob 
Thomas Roth, Alec Matthew Rudolph, Sydney 
Rose Rukas, Mikayla Camille Ruth, Cendy Cristina 
Salas-Lopez, Jailene Mariah Santiago, Aiden 
Joseph Santoni, Rafael P. Saplala, Alec Henry 
Schmidt, Jaron K. Scott-Johnson, Giuseppe  
Scotto-D’Apollonia, Patrick David Scully, Sofia 
Ellen Sellers, Lance Morgan Sharpe, Madyson 
Winsor Shields, Keith  Simmons, Jr., Braxton A. 
Singleton, Audrey J. Swanderski, Marisa O.  
Swartley, Thomas A. Sweeney, Alison R. Toth, 
Uyen Nguyen Thao Tran, Giuseppe Tuzzato, 
Tatiana Paola Vargas, Trinh T. Vu, Jenna  
Noelle Washburn, Braden A. Weachter, Brandon 
J. Weber, David John-Patrick Weidman, Alexis 
Jane Welker, Kobay Lavon White, Matthew David 
White, Meredith Marie Wiest, James F. Williams, 
V, Michael Alexander Wood, Katie Louise Wyland, 
Daniel Benjamin Yanich, Peter Joseph Young, 
Joseph Vincent Zeplin, Yuxin Zhang

Delone Catholic High School, McSherrystown
Graduation May 27

Alyssa Beth Alberghini, Joshua Richard Baker, 
Brianna Marie Barna, Alicia Marie Barrow, Leah 
McKenzie Becker, Emily Rose Biesecker, Skye 
Philomena Blackwell, Theresa Maria Blickenstaff, 
Alexander James Cardosa, Luke Dorsey  
Carpenter, Joseph John Cassella, Marguerite 
Aroura Cole, Daniel S. Coleman, Abigail Marie 
Crawford, Emily Ann Crawford, Noah Camden 
Deamer, Benjamin Matthew Dessecker, Jennifer 
Marie Dizor, Tavian Lee Dorsey, Nicholas William 
Durski, Lilly Paige Eldridge, Emily Elizabeth 
Ernst, Ryan Angelo Fiordimondo, Nicholas James 
Forbes, Robert D. Foster, Aleigha M. Furhman, 
Zachery T. Garrett, Katelyn M. Gifford, William 
George Greene, Meredith O’Hara Hane, Dylan 
Anthony Hartlaub, Alison M. Heilman, Melvin 
Frederick Hoerl IV, Shelbee B. Holcomb, Emily 
N. Jesko, Amber Nicole Johnson, Rianna Marie 
Joy, Nhut Khuu, Chase J. Kint, Cody Klinedinst, 
Carly Anne Klunk, Derek Michael Klunk, Keira Ann 
Klunk, Austin Alexander Kuntz, Katie Marie  
Laughman, Emma Grace Lawrence, Jiang  
“Desmond” Liang, Sophia Ashley Lookingbill, San 
Khai Luc, Jacob Alexander Lyons, John Lewis 
Mall, Alec Kent Mason, Charles George McKean, 
Dillon Reece McNutt, David Augustine Medcalf, 
Jr., Colleen Elizabeth Miriello, Bryce Jordan  
Mondorff, Kate Marie Mowrey, Jacob Robert  
Mueller, Jarrett Charles Mueller, Nicholas Edward 
Myers, Tai Manh Nguyen, Teresa Ann Marie 
Pecher, John Peterson, Grace Anne Phillips, 
Christina Michelle Photiades, Shanon Michelle 
Pieper, Thomas Brad Lee Plummer, Amanda  

Victoria Rose  
Camilla Warner,  

Valedictorian

John Lewis  
Mall,  

Salutatorian

Nicole Reck, Alexandra Marie Redding, Julia  
Marie Richter, Catherine Elizabeth Rickrode,  
Caden Michael Rosenberry, Katie Marie Roth, 
Molly Christine Roth, Micah David Russell, Katie 
Lauren Salinger, Joshua Frederick Schuster, 
Sarah Mae Senft, Alexis Nicole Shanabrook,  
Maegan Nicole Shanaghan, Allyson Nicole 
Shipley, Ian Thomas Sims, Lilly Marie Singleton, 
Erin E. Sirois, Lydia J. Small, Tiffany S. Small, 
Allison M. Smith, Eric D. Stanley, Joseph A. Staub, 
L. Joseph Stonesifer, Emily E. Stong, Brody James 
Strausbaugh, Allen Jacob Sweeney, Aubryanna 
L. Tayman, Alexander J. Trummer, Woodrow 
Wagaman, Jr., Victoria Rose Camilla Warner, 
Jared Weaver, Whitney E. Weaver, Emily Elizabeth 
Welsh, Megan E. Willing, Tristan E. Winder,  
Zhangdie Yuan, Yixuan Zhou

Zane Akin, Michael Andrews, Joseph  
Baldwin, Joseph Bauhof, Alexandra Beck,  
Madeline Bowman, Thomas Bowser, Joshua  
Boyer, Luke Brennan, Lisa Casagrande,  
Nicholas Castellanos, Lindsey China, Lauren 
Corbitt, Brandon Creisher, Juliana Cwiklinski, 
Danielle Desseyn, Delaney Dominick, Madison 
Dormer, Marissa Duchek, Zachary Echevarria, 
Mason Elliott, Christian Ellis, Van Arsdale Etienne, 
Brian Farrell, Jacob Fiedler, Adam Freed, Meghan 
Freed, Eliza Fullerton, Elizabeth Gick, Kathryn 
Gordon, Ty Gulley, JongWoo Ha, Lauren Hand, 
Joseph Heldrich, Ana Hernandez Noyola, Sihan 
Huang, Miles Iati, Daniel Inman, Catherine  
Isherwood, Elizabeth Johnson, Madeline Kepner, 
Yeon Jung Kim, Morgan Kimes, Christopher Kraus, 
Bertha Kwarko, Samuel Lake, Sean Lamont, Erin 
Lang, Emily Laslo, Megan Laubach, Thomas 
Lavallee, Tuan Le, Min Ui Lee, Jordan Lesher, Tara 
Logan, Caitlin Maloney, Alexandra Markle, Anosh 
Matti, Richard Mezza, Anthony Nardo, Jacob  
Norton, Liam O’Connor, Susie Amelia O’Rourke, 
Patrick Owen, Maura Palandro, Samuel  
Pawlikowski, Julia Piff, Andrew Polson, Martin 
Rackson, Ryan Ratchford, Steven Ream, Kiersten 
Reed, Alexander Reichart-Anderson, Brooke 
Ricks, Marcos Rivera, Annie Sanders, Samantha 

York Catholic High School
Graduation May 27

Meghan Freed,  
Valedictorian

Lauren Hand,  
Salutatorian

Schwamb, Barbara Senno, Domenica  
Shellenberger, Francis Skehan, Edward Smith, 
Patrick Stiffler, Alexander Strand, Jason Taylor, 
Carolyn Thomas, Anne Venedam, Michaela  
Wagner, Jeffrey Waser, Allison Webster, Paul 
Weisser, Mary Wurzbach, Tanner Yanick, Ye-Ji Yun, 
Olivia Zinda

Lancaster Catholic High School
Graduation May 26

William Jacob Amidon, Aaron Walker Anater, 
Philip Robert Arentz, Grace Moore Bamford, 
Anthony Geroge Barb, Reilly Katherine  
Bedesem, Olivia Lewsan Benn, Andrew Joseph 
Bertz, Nolan Michael Bitts, Arla Jean Blodgett, 
Carolyn Rose Bologa, Deonte Lincoln Bolyer, 
William Lee Bourne, Georgie Lynn Boyd, Francis 
John Brezina, Jason Patrick Byers, Julia Huyen 
Cao, Daniel Patrick Carr, Briana Kaleigh Carter, 
Cole Douglas Cassel, Gabrielle Cecilia Claus, 
Patrick Michael Cook, Dominic Martin Corrigan, 
Noah Michael Costello, Carly Rose Cotchen, Elias 
King Crone, Elyse Catherine Cubbison, Lyla Grace 
Damiano, Andrew James DeBord, Emily Marcella 
Deel, Patrick John DeMinico, Lisen Deng, Alexis 
Marie Driendl, Cierra Lyn Fisher, Michael John  
Flynn, Nina Rose Galvez, Stephan James 
Gerovasilis, Thomas Michael Gonzales, Eric 
Thomas Grill, Lauren Elizabeth Groody, Indira 
Guilamo, Lauren Michele Haberstroh, Natalie 
Marie Hampton, Kurt Patrick Harnish, Suzanne 
Marie Hartman, Christian Anthony Heise, Shawn 
Patrick Henry, Maia Michelle Hession, Sierra Laine 
Hogan, John Michael Hohenwarter III, Kimberly 
Eileen Horst, Grant Taylor Houston, Alexander 
Webster Howard, Caitlin Gabrielle Hughes,  
Zelie-Marie Therese Hummer, Bayley Thomas 
Jamanis, Michael Andrew Jarvie, Jr., Thomas 
Jimenez, Andrew Brian Johnson, Erica Kay Julg, 
Caitlyn Veronica Kambouroglos, Tessa Marie  
Katalinas, Brynn Nicole Kelly, Virginia Jane Kern, 
John Maximilian Kern, Victoria Elizabeth Kraft,  
Gabrielle Alexis Kuntz, Nathan Joseph Kury,  
Hyeokgi Lee, Emily Nicole Leed, Allison Paige  
Legenstein, Emily Marie Lent, Abby Rachel 
LeVine, Haoguang Li, Joseph William Lobeck, 
Jian Mao, Madelyn Jane Marks, Samuel Vincent 
Martello, Amanda Mae Martin, Andrea Elizabeth 
Martin, Brianna Jazelle McCarthy, Jennifer  
Rachael Meck, Yishuang Miao, Cara Ellen Mitchell, 
Zachary David Mogey, Hyeonmin Moon, Thomas 
Xavier Moran, Sydney Lynn Moyer, Olivia Maria 
Murphy, Christopher William Myers, Thomas Huy 

Grace Ringlein,  
Valedictorian

Alexa Secrest,  
Salutatorian

Ngo, Kristen Marie Orlandi, Catilin Marie Paterson, 
Jasmine Lexus Peña, Andrew James Peris, James 
Richard Pessolano III, Jonathan Charles Pleger, 
Kaitlyn Irene Prisco, Connor Ryan Rathsam,  
Caroline Marquette Redd, Delaney Elizabeth 
Reigel, Grace Victoria Ringlein, Tyler Bryce 
Robinson, Guillermo Stephen Rodriguez, William 
Richard Roehm, Robert Donald Roehm, Parker 
Kyle Ross, Connor James Ross, Kaitlyn Elizabeth 
Rothwell, Margaret-Mary Therese Russoniello, 
Josephine Bailey Savicky, Caroline Cooper Scarff, 
Thomas Fred Schlectic, Kami Hui Schober,  
Annaliese Rosina Schreder, Haley Noel Schuring, 
Alexa Lauren Secrest, Mary Campbell Skehan, 
Benjamin Scott Smedley, Kelsey Marissa Snyder, 
Michael David Southward, Cheyanne Diamond 
Sprout, Emily Marie Steinbeiser, Colton Richard 
Titus, Adele Katherine Trefry, Rosemary Ellen 
Tuzzino, Natalia Vásquez-Cabrales, Isaac Joseph 
VonNeida, Marielle Alexandra Wanner, Tancy  
Dorothy Wenrich, Evan Peter Werner, Nolan 
Douglas Wherley, Madison Dorothy Wickersham, 
Alexandra Elizabeth Wolf, Madison Ellen Wolfe, 
Brett Thomas Wolgemuth, Taylor Lynn Wolpert, 
Henry Barnard Womble, Layna Wu, Yumu Yang, 
Zachary Ryan Young, Haochen Yu, Alexander 
Taras Zaporozec, JingYue Zhou, Grace Ann Zukus

Lebanon Catholic School
Graduation May 27

David M. Batula, Matthew C. Behrens, Karen 
Ann Dorsey, Luke P. Frattaroli, Kaitlyn J. Gardner, 
Jasmine M. Gass, Joseph Conrad Gates, Olivia 
Kathleen Giansanti, Taylor Rae Glad, Bryce E. 
Hains, Jacob M. Keneagy, Se Yoon (Jessica) 
Kim, Noah James Michael Marinkov, Brandon E. 
Montano, Gregory Eric Morrison, Andrew Mowery, 
Gaige R. Moyer, Samuel Leiss Nye, Davian  
Perez-Silva, Kameron D. Shott, Allison Jane  
Warren, Jessica Marie Wolfe

Greg Morrison,  
Valedictorian

Bryce Hains,  
Salutatorian

Our Lady of Lourdes Regional, Coal Township
Graduation May 19

Nicholas Adams, Paul Ahrensfield, Nicklaus 
Angelo, Taylor Bozza, Vincenzo Bucanelli, Brian 
Christiana, Cage Crissman, Kira DeHaven, Jordan 
Fobia, Jordan Hauer, Alex Holleran, Celine Jones, 
Erika Kapushinski, Maya Khanna, Kristen Komara, 
Nicole Komara, Kendall Krebs, Kitana Kurtz, 
Brittney Lahr, Macy Luke, Tommy Nguyen, Marcus 
O’Brien, Kayleigh Shovlin, Samantha Smith, Colm 
Sullivan, Emily Troutman, Landon Wary, Maya 
Yoder

Emily Troutman,  
Valedictorian

Cage Crissman,  
Salutatorian

Trinity High School, Camp Hill
Graduation May 27

Nikhil Nayyar,  
Valedictorian

Reeder, Joel Ridd, Steven Rigg, II, Ryan Rios, 
Juliana Ritrievi, Ashley Rogliano, Sara Romage, 
Jacob Rosti, Christian Ruane, Matthew Salerno, 
Madison Schuchart, Brian Sheridan, John Shook, 
Megan Silva, Griffin Smith, Katherine Sobotta, 
Garrett Solomon, Zachary Sowa, Julia Strohl, 
Kaleigh Strohl, Jennifer Strouse, Caroline Swade, 
Kimberly Szajnuk, Christian Tegene, Charles 
Toomey, III, Margaret Turner, Lianne Uroda, Kyra 
VanKirk, Robert Vera, John Vukelich, Mengyi Wei, 
Zeyang Wei, Cassandra White, David Williams, 
Christopher Wilson, Karen Wohlschlegel, Michael 
Wolfe, Patrick Wood, Caroline Wootton, Jordan 
Wyant, Cheng-Hsin Yang, Megan Zuvich

Kathleen Hartwell,  
Valedictorian

Rafael Saplala,  
Salutatorian
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By Chris Heisey
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Since the 1920s, York Catholic 
High School has been celebrat-

ing commencement for its graduat-
ing seniors, and this year 94 students 
earned diplomas on a warm and 
sticky May 27.    

Nearly 10,000 students have gradu-
ated in the school’s history, which has 
spanned ten decades. 

Mrs. Livia Riley, Diocesan Super-
intendent of Schools, conferred the 
diplomas, and the school’s principal, 
Mrs. Katie Seufert, bestowed the 
numerous awards the Class of 2016 
earned. More than half of the graduat-
ing class received commended recog-
nition for academic excellence. 

Father Jonathan Sawicki, York 
Catholic’s chaplain and pastor of Im-
maculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Parish in York, offered 
the invocation and benediction for 
the more than 500 faculty, friends and 
students gathered in the school’s audi-
torium for the graduation ceremonies.

Proudly We  
Raise on  

High the Gold 
and Green

Right: Livia Riley, Diocesan Superintendent of Schools, confers a 
diploma to Allison Webster, one of 94 York Catholic graduates.
Below: Anthony Nardo exits the stage with his diploma, as his  

fellow seniors await their moment. 
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

A York Catholic High tradition -- tossing their  
caps in the gathering darkness outside.
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Golden Apple 
Teachers

Now in its 
11th year in 
the Diocese of 
Harrisburg, the 
annual Golden 
Apple Awards 
are presented to 
Catholic school 
educators who 
demonstrate professional excellence, 
leadership, commitment to Catholic 
values and devotion to teaching.

In its upcoming editions, The 
Catholic Witness is featuring this 
year’s award recipients in the 
schools in which they teach, com-
bined with portions of the essay they 
wrote as part of their nomination.

Find out more  
about Catholic school  

education in the Diocese  
of Harrisburg at:

www.hbgdiocese.org/ 
catholic-schools/

Brigette Guyer

Preschool Teacher
St. Theresa School, New Cumberland

“Teaching in a Catholic school brings both love and life to my faith and 
the faith of my young students. I am fulfilled and rewarded on a daily basis. 
I am able to be myself and share my 
Catholic beliefs with my 3 and 4 year 
old students. They look up at me with 
their big eyes, wanting to learn more. I 
am excited to teach them about Jesus, 
Mary, the rosary, the Bible, creation 
and reciting prayers they hear their 
parents saying. I want my students to 
understand the importance of making 
the connection of our Catholic rituals 
and practices of our faith in school, 
at home and in church. It is my hope 
to provide my students with the first 
stepping stones used to build a strong 
faith foundation.

As basic and simple as preschool 
religion can be, it must be captivating 
and make sense to a child in order for 
them to become engaged and want-
ing more. Therefore, it is important 
for me to also teach the ‘why’s’ of 
religion. As a child, I often wondered 
why we did certain things at Mass. 
One ‘why’ in particular was watching 
Father make a tiny cross on his head, 
heart and lips. I didn’t know why, I 
just did it! I want my students to un-
derstand why we do what we do.

Along with the importance of teach-
ing religion, I must live by example. 
It is my goal to be a role model to my 

Fourth-Grade Teacher
St. Patrick School, Carlisle

“My vocation as a Catholic school teacher is a calling to be part of something 
that has great importance. It gives me a chance to share in our Church’s mis-
sion, which is to spread the Good News about Jesus. Not only am I a teacher, 
but I also have the ability to touch the hearts and minds of young people every 
day. Catholic education helps children see God in themselves, others and the 
world around them. That makes my profession vitally important because I am 
enhancing the formation of the whole child and preparing them for lifelong 
learning.

Many people ask me, ‘Why do you teach at a Catholic school? You could 
make so much more money at a public school.’ My response to them is always 
the same, ‘I love that I have the ability to incorporate Jesus in all that I do 

with the students.’ As a Catholic educator, I can design my lesson so that Jesus 
stands clearly at the front of it all. He can be found in the books we choose to 
read, the writing prompts I assign, the historical events we study, and in science 
class when we learn about the natural world around us.

As a Catholic school teacher, I can reach out to my students who might need 
a little more love and care. I can also assist parents in fulfilling their mission to 
teach the Good News to their children. I want to do everything in my power to 
foster a close-knit community. We have a faith that binds us together and keeps 
us caring for each other, especially in times of need. One of the best parts of be-
ing a Catholic educator is being able to pray freely with my students about life. 
The students learn that no matter what happens, God’s love for us is never end-
ing and will be with us always. Educating young Catholics can be challenging 
and demanding; however, it is definitely rewarding when I see the richness and 
joy of life that has been revealed in my students through Jesus Christ.”

Tina Zimmerman
students by my actions and words. I strive to be nurturing, loving, kind and re-
spectful to my students every day. If they see me modeling Jesus’ way, they will 
treat their friends with kindness and respect. Not only do I want my students to 
know I care about them, I want my fellow teachers and families to know they 
are truly important to me. I am grateful to the parents who have trusted me to 
partner with them in their child’s spiritual education and growth.”

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness 

Responding with a resound-
ing “Yes!” to the Lord’s call, 
five young men were ordained 
to the priesthood on June 4 at 
St. Patrick Cathedral in Har-
risburg. 

Bishop Ronald Gainer was 
the principal celebrant, and 
ordained through the Laying 
on of Hands and the Prayer 
of Ordination the five new 
priests: Father Steven Arena, 
Father Samuel Dubois, Father 

Five Men Give Themselves to God’s Call to Priesthood

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
The candidates prostrate themselves before the altar as the congregation kneels and invokes the intercession of the saints on their behalf during the Litany of  
Supplication.

John Kuchinski, Father Rich-
ard Mowery and Father Brian 
Olkowski.

Rejoicing in the occasion, 
Bishop Gainer recalled the 
words of Jesus at the Last 
Supper, where he instituted 
the Eucharist and the priest-
hood: “that my joy may be in 
you, and that your joy may be 
complete.”

“Today, we rejoice and 
celebrate your free and know-
ing yes to the mysterious call 
of God, summoning you to 
become priests,” the bishop 

told the candi-
dates prior to the 
Rite of Ordina-
tion. “May this 
celebration of 
ordination and 
Eucharist be a 
stimulus to re-
new in each of us 
the grace of our 
own vocations, 
the commitments 
that we have 
made to God and 
to others.”

 Father Steven 
Arena, 27, will 
serve as paro-
chial vicar at St. 
Joan of Arc Par-
ish in Hershey.

Father Samuel 
Dubois, 25, will 
serve as paro-
chial vicar at St. 
Theresa Parish 
in New Cumber-
land.

Father John 
Kuchinski, 26, 
will serve this 

summer as parochial vicar at 
Seven Sorrows of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Parish in Middle-
town, before 
returning to Rome 
to complete an 
advanced degree.

Father Richard 
Mowery, 43, will 
serve as paro-
chial vicar at Holy 
Name of Jesus 
Parish in Harris-
burg.

Father Brian 
Olkowski, 29, will 
serve as parochial 
vicar at Corpus 
Christi Parish in 
Chambersburg.

“All of us must 
discern carefully 
what God wants 
for each of our 
lives,” Bishop 

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
The candidates – Deacon Steven Arena, Deacon Samuel Dubois, Deacon John Kuchinski,  
Deacon Richard Mowery and Deacon Brian Olkowski – stand before the altar during the Entrance 
Procession.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
During the Promise of the Elect, Deacon Steven Arena promises his  
respect and obedience to Bishop Ronald Gainer and his successors.

Gainer remarked in his hom-
ily.

“Responding to our par-

ticular calling from God – 
whether priesthood, diaconate, 
religious life, married life or 

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
A woman receives a blessing from Father 
Samuel Dubois at the conclusion of the 
Mass.
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Priests lay their hands on the heads of the newly ordained, prior to their being vested with the stole and chasuble.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Father Brian Olkowski is vested by Father Daniel Mindling, Academic Dean at 
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md., where Father Olkowski studied 
prior to completing his formation at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary, Overbrook.

Left: Bishop 
Ronald  
Gainer 
anoints the 
hands of 
Father Brian 
Olkowski 
with Sacred 
Chrism.

Right: Bishop 
Ronald  
Gainer 

exchanges a 
Sign of Peace 

with Father 
Richard  
Mowery.

CHRIS HEISEY, 
THE CATHOLIC 

WITNESS

the single vocation – rests on having 
the courage to say yes to another’s 
will for us, the courage to answer the 
summons of God, understanding that 
in surrendering to God’s will, we are 
not diminished, we do not surrender 
freedom, but we are completed, we 
are fulfilled. We enter into the truth of 
our own identity by accepting God’s 
will for our lives,” he said.

Every personal vocation involves 
the meeting of two freedoms: the 
freedom of God, who calls us through 
the working of the Holy Spirit; and 
our human freedom to respond to that 
call, or to resist,” Bishop Gainer said.

“Priesthood is not something a man 
elects for himself,” the bishop said. 
“It is not something you can give to 
yourself; it is only something you 
can give yourself to. It can only be a 
response to God’s call and God’s will.

“It was not you who chose me, but 
I who chose you and appointed you 
to go and bear fruit that will remain, 
so that whatever you ask the Father 
in my name he may give you.” (John 
15:16)

For Father Steven Arena, a 
reluctant yes to his catechist’s invita-
tion to attend the Mount 2000 retreat 
eventually led to a resounding yes to 
God’s invitation to the priesthood.

Father Arena describes his upbring-
ing in the faith as a relatively normal 
Catholic family life. When his family 
moved from the Frederick, Md., 
area to Mont Alto when Steven was 
in elementary school, they joined 
St. Andrew the Apostle Parish in 
Waynesboro. 

“I was going to Sunday School and 
my family was practicing the faith, 
but we weren’t what you would call 
very devout Catholics,” he said.

During his junior year at Waynes-
boro Area Senior High School, Steven 
received a phone call from his Con-
firmation catechist, Judy Clement, 
asking if he would assist her at the 
Mount 2000 retreat for the incoming 
Confirmation students.

“I was thinking, ‘Oh boy. I don’t re-
ally want to do this, but I can’t say no 
to her,’” Father Arena recalled.

The retreat enlivened his faith. 
“All of the things I had learned 

in religious education stuck in such 
a way that I began to take my faith 
very, very seriously,” he said. 

By the time of his high school 
graduation, he had been accepted to 
Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, 
where he planned to major in History 
and become a teacher. But then the 
Lord called him.

“Here I am, ready to head off to 
college, and the idea just kind of 
popped into my head, ‘What about the 

priesthood?’” Father Arena said. “I 
was confused. I wasn’t certain where 
to go. But what made me realize that I 
had to take this call seriously was that 
it wasn’t going away, and I knew it 
wasn’t coming from me.”

He went to Quo Vadis Days, and in 
the silence and prayer, he heard the 
Lord clearly calling him. He put aside 
his college plans and eventually en-
tered St. Charles Borromeo Seminary.

“I can honestly say that there is 
nothing else I’d rather do with my life 
than be a priest,” Father Arena said.

For Father Samuel Dubois, 
the invitation to the priesthood came 
during Mass at his home parish of St. 
Bernard in New Bloomfield.

He was in fourth grade, watching 
Father Robert Sharman, pastor, cel-
ebrate Mass.

“I remember clearly as I watched 
him that something in me thought, 
‘I want to do that.’ And it wasn’t 
just that. I wanted to do it because it 
looked cool, but because there was 
something pulling inside me, drawing 
me to it,” he recalled.

He approached Father Sharman 
after Mass and told him he wanted to 
be a priest. The pastor offered advice: 
Pray, trust in the Lord, and follow 
where he leads you.

That path, four years later, led 
young Samuel, as an eighth grader, 
to the diocese’s inaugural Quo Vadis 
Days discernment camp for young 
men. There, he met seminarians for 
the first time in his life, and spent 
time in prayer. He attended subse-
quent Quo Vadis Days retreats in the 
summers of high school, and in 2007 
applied to become a seminarian. He 
was accepted and sent to St. Charles 
Borromeo Seminary.

“Sure, it was challenging to hear 
my high school classmates talk about 
applying to colleges and going after 
certain jobs,” said Father Dubois, a 
graduate of West Perry High School. 
“But I knew that I had to, at the very 
least, go to seminary to figure out if 
it was where the Lord wanted me to 
go.”

Now, there is no doubt of where he 
is meant to be – serving as a priest for 
the Diocese of Harrisburg.

“I have an incredible gratitude for 
the people of the diocese,” said Father 
Dubois. “There is a saying that it 
takes a village to raise a child. I like 
to say that it takes a diocese to raise a 
priest.”

“I will never know what people 
have given and sacrificed to assist 
in my formation. So much has been 
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Below: Father John Kuchinski smiles as he receives a Sign of Peace from the one of the priests present. 
The bishop and priests exchange a Sign of Peace with the newly ordained at the conclusion of the Rite of 
Ordination.

Left: Father Brian Olkowski and Father Richard Mowery kneel as all the priests present for the Mass  
impose their hands on the heads of the newly ordained as a sign of unity and encouragement.
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Above: Father Steven Arena distributes Holy Communion during the Mass of Ordination to the 
Priesthood.

Left: Bishop Timothy Senior, Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia and Rector of St. Charles Borromeo 
Seminary, Overbrook, where the new priests attended as seminarians, gives Holy Communion to 
Janet Olkowski, mother of Father Brian Olkowski.

done for me, and now I can show my 
gratitude by being another Christ for 
them.”

Father John Kuchinski heard 
the invitation to priesthood in the 
stillness of his heart as a freshman at 
Lancaster Catholic High School.

“There was no lightning bolt, no 
thunderclap. I just realized it was 
something that was on my heart,” he 
said.

His family devotedly practiced the 
faith at St. Leo the Great Parish in 
Rohrerstown and forged a friendship 
with their pastor, Father William Sul-
livan, and the experiences formed in 
John a desire to serve God’s people.

“By the time I was a senior in high 
school, the call to the priesthood was 
pretty clear. I was pretty determined 
to apply to the seminary. I didn’t feel 
the need to investigate anything else,” 
he said.

Midway through his fourth year 
at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary, 
he was invited by Bishop Joseph P. 
McFadden to study at the Pontifical 
North American College in Rome.

It was a tremendous opportunity, 
but not one to be taken lightly. In 
addition to learning a new language, 
seminarians who enter the “NAC,” as 
it is affectionately known, are ex-
pected to remain there for their first 
two years until they can return home 
for break.

“There was some hesitancy on my 
part, but when I considered what a 
gift was being offered, I had no good 
reason to say no,” Father Kuchinski 
said. 

In Rome, he attended the weekly 
Sunday Angelus and an occasional 
Wednesday Audience of both Pope 
Benedict XVI and Pope Francis. He 
watched as Pope Benedict departed 
via helicopter after his resignation in 
2013, and was in St. Peter’s Square 
when Pope Francis was elected. Last 
year, he served Mass when Pope 
Francis visited the NAC.

“It’s incredible to study in Rome,” 
Father Kuchinski remarked. “Living 
in the pope’s backyard, you develop 
an even greater affection for him.”

“You also see the universality of the 
Church. You hear perspectives from 

people from Africa, or from Southeast 
Asia. You quickly see that the Church 
is bigger than what we see in our par-
ish or in our diocese,” he said.

Father Kuchinski said there is a 
great joy in his heart in beginning his 
ministry as a priest.

“I have discerned by vocation, the 
Church has discerned my vocation, 
and we’ve both come to the same 
conclusion. None of us can forget 
that this is not about us, but about the 
Lord and his Church,” he said.

Father Richard Mowery heard 
God’s call while serving with the 
Army National Guard in Iraq as part 
of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Initially, he wasn’t sure if the notion 
of becoming a priest was a call to the 
truth path for his life, or a response to 
life in a war zone.

It wasn’t the first time he had felt 
the Lord calling him, but it was stron-
ger now, and overpowering the ex-
cuses he had admittedly been making, 
such as not having a job or owning 
his own home.

“But in Iraq, I had nowhere to hide, 

nowhere to run from excuses,” Fa-
ther Mowery said. “And that’s when I 
started to pray.”

It was a rejuvenating experience for 
the military man, who had been ac-
tive duty in the Coast Guard for five 
years after graduating from Red Land 
High School, and then a member of the 
Reserves. 

Growing up in Good Shepherd Parish 
in Camp Hill and then St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg, he 
had gone to Mass frequently, but wasn’t 
familiar with exactly how to pray the 
Rosary.

In Iraq, he re-familiarized himself 
with the prayer.

“When I started to pray, I began to re-
fall in love with the Lord,” said Father 
Mowery, who would attend Mass and 
receive the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion whenever a Catholic chaplain was 
present. 

Upon returning from his year in Iraq, 
he made a Cursillo retreat at the urging 
of his parents.

“I started to realize that God loves 
me – without condition,” he said. “With 
that came the courage to say yes to 
him.”
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CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Bishop Ronald Gainer kneels to receive a blessing from Father John 
Kuchinski at the conclusion of the Mass. The bishop received blessings 
from each of the newly-ordained priests.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Regina Mowery, mother of Father Richard Mowery, applauds at the acceptance of her 
son as a candidate for priesthood.

Upon acceptance as a diocesan semi-
narian, he entered St. Charles Borromeo 
Seminary in Overbrook, Pa., where, he 
said, “I fell more in love with the priest-
hood, and kept yearning for the next 
step to get there…. Instead of working 
out physically, I was studying theology. 
Instead of standing in formation, I was 
kneeling in front of Our Lord and pray-
ing. I saw how the Lord transformed my 
life experiences into what he desired of 
me as a priest.”

Father Brian Olkowski was a year 
and a half away from a degree in bio-
chemistry from Millersville University 
when he gave up his life to follow Christ.

“I was so determined to become a 
priest. I knew it was something God 
wanted me to do with my life, so I de-
cided to jump in the deep end,” he said.

He grew up in St. Joseph Parish in 
York, staffed by the Capuchin Francis-
cans, and attended St. Joseph School. As 
he entered middle school, Brian devel-
oped health problems and was besieged 
for years with migraines that prevented 
him from staying in high school. While 
being homeschooled, he began to read 
and learn more about the Catholic faith.

In time, his health improved, and he 

entered Millersville University, where he 
participated in Catholic campus ministry 
and was involved at its Newman House. 
As his coursework became increasingly 
demanding, he felt that it was taking him 
away from where he wanted to be – at 
the Newman House.

“I remember having to stop and really 
think about what I wanted to do in life, 
because I was starting to look at my 
coursework as obstacles to what I really 
wanted to do, which was be at the New-
man Center,” he said.

Feeling called to the priesthood, he 
naturally reached out to the Capuchin 
Franciscans to discern a vocation to their 
community.

“Every religious community has its 
own charism, and you really have to 
be dedicated to that charism to join. 
Discerning a religious order is almost a 
little bit like marriage,” Father Olkowski 
explained. “You don’t just decide to do it, 
you have to have good chemistry. Look-
ing at and thinking about the Capuchins, 
I felt that diocesan life would be a better 
fit for me.”

He entered Mount St. Mary’s Seminary 
in Emmitsburg, Md., and then completed 
his formation at St. Charles Borromeo 
Seminary.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Bishop Ronald Gainer greets Father Richard Mowery’s grandmothers at the conclusion 
of the Mass. 

“For me, the most exciting thing 
about the priesthood is being able 
to be present at the most spiritu-
ally important part of people’s 
lives, at places where they en-
counter God most closely,” Father 
Olkowski said. “The priest is 
there at the Mass, where people 
encounter Jesus in the Eucharist. 
The priest is there at Confes-

sion, where people receive God’s 
forgiveness. The priest is there to 
anoint the sick and dying, when 
people need the grace of the Holy 
Spirit. These are the greatest and 
closest moments people have 
with God, and the priest is able to 
facilitate that and be a bridge to 
Christ.” 

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Bishop Ronald Gainer imposes his hands on the head of Deacon Samuel 
Dubois. It is through the Laying on of Hands and the Prayer of Ordination 
that a candidate is ordained a priest.

A video of the Mass with the Rite of Ordination to the Priesthood 
of Father Arena, Father Dubois, Father Kuchinski, Father Mowery 
and Father Olkowski can be viewed on the Diocese of Harrisburg’s  
YouTube channel:

www.YouTube.com/hbgdiocese



June 10, 2016 • The
 Catholic Witness - 13 

Divine Mercy Sunday was celebrated at St. Joseph Church in Milton on April 3, 
with more than 200 parishioners in attendance as Bishop Ronald Gainer and Father 
John Hoke, pastor, led the congregation in the Divine Mercy Chaplet and opened 
Forty Hours Devotion, reinstituted by Father Hoke.

Parishioners then traveled to the parish center, where a Mortgage Burning Cer-
emony was conducted. The mortgage was for St. Joseph’s Parish Center, which 
was initiated in January 1998. Its repayment was completed 18 months ahead of 
schedule.

Bishop Gainer noted the spirit of the faithful who came to celebrate both cer-
emonies.  He congratulated Father Hoke as the shepherd of the parish and all the 
good works the parish has performed. He stated that the retirement of the debt was 
a step to the future for the Catholic faith in the area. He also congratulated Father 
Hoke on his 40th anniversary as a priest and identified how much Father Hoke has 
meant to St. Joseph Parish.

Father Walter Sempko, pastor of St. Joseph Parish from 1962-1966, thanked 
everyone for their friendship and noted the love he has for the parish. He quipped 
that when Father Hoke was given the opportunity to come to St. Joseph, he told 
him to take it.

Father Hoke reflected on the community of spirit in St. Joseph. He noted his task 
was to put the debt to rest, but noted how much more was accomplished over the 
past four years as pastor.    

Frank Muscarella, Chairman of Finance, and a member of the original com-
mittee for the Parish Center, commented on the sacrificial giving of time, talent 
and treasure. Support from past parishioners in spirit and current parishioners, 
along with support from fellow Christians in the Milton community, made this day 
possible. He noted that within its walls holds the future of our Catholic faith, the 
children. 

The walls of the parish hall were lined with photographs of past and present 
parishioners. Those in attendance appreciated the parish family history that was 
displayed. Cheryl Rheppard and her committee were aided with food preparation 

St. Joseph Parish Displays  
Faith with Burning of Mortgage

COURTESY OF MATT MOUSLEY
Bishop Ronald Gainer, right, joins Frank Muscarella, left, Chair of Stewardship 
and co-chair of the original campaign for the parish center, and Father John Hoke, 
center, pastor, in burning the mortgage for St. Joseph’s Parish Center. 

Date Wednesday June 22  
Location Church of Good Shepherd 
Address 3435 Trindle Road, Camp Hill 
Contact 717-761-1167 
Noon -  Opening Procession, Rosary, Exposition of the  
 Blessed Sacrament 
 Litany of the Sacred Heart 
 Chaplet of Divine Mercy   
2:00 PM - Rosary and Adoration, hourly 
5:30 PM - Benediction 
6:00 PM - Presentation of Fatima Message 
     Scapular Enrollment 
7:00 PM - Celebration of Holy Mass 
 

Thursday, June 23 
6:30 AM - Celebration of Holy Mass (Church) 
8:00 AM - Rosary (Church) 
8:30 AM - Celebration of Holy Mass,  
     Presentation of Fatima Message 
9:30 AM - Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
     Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
10:00 AM - Rosary and Adoration  
4:00 PM Benediction, Scapular Enrollment 
5:00 PM Closing Procession 

Date Friday, June 24  
Location Carmel of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  
Address 430 Monastery Road, Elysburg  
Contact 570-672-2122 
8:00 AM - Mass 
Statue in the Chapel until 6:00 PM 

Date Saturday, June 25 – Sunday, 26 
Location Assumption Blessed Virgin Mary Parish 

Address 2 North 8th Street, Lebanon 
Contact 717-272-5674 
Noon - presentation by Custodian 
5:30 PM - Veneration in the Church until Holy Mass  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, presentation by  
Custodian after Mass 
Veneration of statue and exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament all night 

 

Sunday, June 26 
7:30 AM. Holy Mass, presentation by Custodian after 
Mass 
Veneration of the statue until 10:30 AM Holy Mass 
followed by 
presentation by Custodian 

Date Sunday, June 26 
Location Dominican Nuns of the Perpetual Rosary 
Address 1834 Lititz Pike, Lancaster 
Contact 717-569-2104 
2:00 - Arrival (approximate time) 

Date Monday, June 27– Tuesday, June 28 
Location Saint Leo the Great Parish 

Address 2427 Marietta Ave, Lancaster 
Contact 717-394-1742 
Rosary prayed throughout the day  
9:30 AM - Opening Ceremony, Procession, Crowning, 
Rosary 
6:00 PM - Scriptural Rosary by Women at the Well 
7:00 PM - Mass 
8:00 PM - Presentation by Custodian 
8:30 PM - Scapular Enrollment 
9:00 PM - Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with  
     adoration all night 

Tuesday, June 28 
9:00 AM - Benediction, 9:15 AM - Morning Mass 
10:15 AM - Closing Prayer 

DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG  Visit Schedule June 22– June 28, 2016 

Pilgrim Virgin  
Statue to  

Visit Locations  
in Diocese

The 100th anniversary of the ap-
paritions at Fatima, Portugal, is be-
ing commemorated by a tour of the 
world-famous International Pilgrim 
Virgin Statue of Our Lady of Fatima 
in the Diocese of Harrisburg this 
month.

Each site is planning a special day 
to commemorate the Fatima celebra-
tions, which may include processions, 
Mass, the praying of the Rosary, Con-
fessions, talks on Fatima and private 
veneration of the statue. See the ac-
companying schedule at left for full 
details.

The goal of the Fatima Centennial 
U.S. Tour for Peace is to allow Our 
Lady of Fatima to claim her dominion 
over America through her Immacu-
late Heart, and to bring the urgent 
Message of Fatima – the Peace Plan 
from Heaven – to a world in need. It 
also encourages devotion to the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary, which was 
the mission given to Lucia, the seer 
at Fatima, by Our Lady and Our Lord. 
Jesus relayed to Sister Lucia in 1936 
that he wished to establish devotion to 
the Immaculate Heart in the Church 
next to His Sacred Heart, and that He 
had placed the peace in the world in 
her Immaculate Heart.

The International Pilgrim Virgin 
Statue of Fatima was sculpted in 1947 
by José Thedim upon the precise in-
structions of Sister Lucia. On October 
13, 1947, the statue was blessed by 
the Bishop of Fatima and commis-
sioned to serve as the Pilgrim Virgin 
that would carry the blessings of Fati-
ma throughout the world. The statue 
is currently on an historic two-year 
journey across America to commem-
orate visiting more than 100 dioceses 
in 50 states.

Additional information about 
the statue can be found at www. 
fatimatourforpeace.com.

and serving by volunteers from nine various churches. 
Bishop Gainer was given several gifts from the parish. Father Hoke presented 

a bronze art piece that depicted Christ on the Cross and St. Padre Pio. The bishop 
was also given a book displaying the Acts of Mercy that St. Joseph Parish provides 
to those in need, both inside and outside of the parish. Father Hoke also presented 
a bundle of letters written to the bishop from the children of the parish. Parish 
Council of Catholic Women President Michelle Seebold presented the bishop with 
a spiritual bouquet of rosaries said on behalf of the bishop and his needs.

(Submitted by Frank Muscarella, Chair of Stewardship and co-chair of the orig-
inal campaign for the Parish Center at St. Joseph Parish.)
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Spiritual Works of Mercy
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC

Special to The Witness

Recently, I found myself at the end of a driveway trying to make a left-hand 
turn through two lanes of traffic, with no stop sign or traffic light to assist my 
endeavor. A half a block away was a traffic light, but its color 
did not usually assist me in making a left-hand turn.

As car after car whizzed past me 
without a break so I could “gun” my ac-
celerator, I began to talk to my Beloved. 
“Don’t these people see me? Please give 
me the grace not to ignore the needs of 
those individuals I come across today.” 
Car …. car … truck … car. Honestly, I 
began to growl. I called out, this time, 
audibly, “Come on!” and banged the 
steering wheel as the minutes ticked by. The traffic light half-
way down the block turned red. The cars began to stack up, blocking the drive-
way where I was sitting. “Seriously! Can’t you folks see me sitting here?”

A beaten up, rusty garbage truck stopped about 50 feet from the car that was 
stopped in front of me. The garbage truck driver flashed his lights, indicating to 
the car in front of me to back up. This driver got his message and did so. The 
second lane was empty as well as the far lane. I squeezed through and drove out 
with a wave to both drivers.

As I drove down the block, I whispered, “God bless the two of you! Please 
forgive me of my impatience!” I continued my thinking, “Who would think that 
a garbage truck driver would see my need and go out of his way?” I felt a poke 
from the Holy Spirit. “Ahmmm. Isn’t that a narrow point of view?” “Well, yes. 
Forgive me.” 

I could not help remember this incident as I sat down to begin to write about 
the Spiritual Works of Mercy.  I often wonder if “we” as a society understand 
how important taking care of our spiritual needs actually are; how important it is 
for us to see the needs of those around us and strive to meet those needs.  I have 
come to think that the most serious form of poverty is Poverty of Spirit, not only 
because it drains us of joy, hope, and energy that is seated deeply in our being, 
but also because this poverty can last for years and can zap the spark within our 
souls. Our spirit hungers for the nourishment of Truth, Goodness and Beauty 
that leads us toward our growth towards personal sanctification.

You might be wondering what the Spiritual Works of Mercy are: admonish 
the sinner, instruct the uninformed, counsel the doubtful, comfort the sorrowful, 
be patient with those in error, forgive offenses, and pray for the living and the 
dead. This list might seem a bit daunting. In a sense, this list might seem even a 
bit more impossible than the Corporal Works of Mercy to add to your life.  

Admonishing the Sinner. Upon first reading this, I am brought back to my 
sixth-grade teacher who would shake her finger at us as well as scold us with 
very strong words when we behaved badly. This is not what it means! Pope 
Francis says, “Harsh and divisive language does not befit the tongue of a pastor 
[teacher, parent, catechist – heck anyone for that manner]; it has no place in 
his heart; although it may momentarily seem to win the day, only the enduring 
allure of goodness and love remains truly convincing.”1 (The italics are mine)

Admonishment must come from a place of love, a place of relationship, a 
place of trust. We saw this lived out in Pope Francis as he met with Fidel Castro 
in Cuba as well as his visit to the White House. He constantly called himself a 
brother to his audiences. He met his audiences where they were, reflected on the 
similarities that he has with his audiences and then pointed beyond to what they 
have been called by God.

This type of attitude cuts through the relativism of our society that is so wide-
ly believed. Establishing a relationship first silences the tendency of believing 
that someone that points out what is not “ok” is harboring bigotry, prejudice or 
intolerance. Pope John Paul II has said that one of the greatest difficulties we 
face in the world today is a loss of a sense of sin. Fraternal correction must be 
associated with prudence as well as charity. Words and actions of love correct 
as Christ corrects. Think of every interaction that Jesus had with a sinner; all 
done with amazing love!

As I type this, I am so aware that the real work of admonishing the sinner be-
gins with the person we see in the mirror. We are all sinners that need to be put 
“in line.” Personally accepting this leads to a deepened sense of humility. This 
is the virtue by which we not only acknowledge our sinfulness and weakness 
but also realize our utter dependence on God for the grace to avoid sin and seek 
to do good. In order to admonish the sinner as a “brother,” we must and should 
first strive for personal holiness and avoid sin in our own life. If we don’t do this 
and correct others, then we become a modern day Pharisee!

Yet, we are indeed called to admonish others, to call them to a change of heart, 
and to remind them of how we are all called to live. Not to do this in charity and 
in kindness brings about this old saying as truth: “All that is needed for evil to 
succeed is for good people to say or do nothing!” Archbishop Sheen’s spin on 
this was, “We don’t need a voice that speaks when everybody else is speaking; 
we need a voice that speaks when everybody else is silent!”

Basically, our challenge is to be like the garbage truck driver in the beginning 
of this article: to do what we can when we know we can make a difference!

1http://www.ncregister.com/blog/philip-kosloski/admonish-the-sinner-
pope-francis-and-the-third-spiritual-work-of-mercy/#ixzz45FYBTLgC

(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network Co-
ordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for Wives 
in the Diaconate Program. An educator for 29 years, she is responsible for 
Professional Development Programs for every age learner. Through her pre-
sentations, she challenges her audiences to be the individual God has called 
them to be.)

By A. B. Hill
Special to The Witness

“I am deeply sorry. God weeps,” said Pope Francis last September after meet-
ing with several sexual abuse survivors during his visit to Philadelphia. 

All of us in the Catholic community must do what we can to understand the 
pain, anger, and isolation experienced by a survivor of the crime of childhood 
sexual abuse.

The news of the grand jury investigation of abuse allegations in the Diocese of 
Altoona-Johnstown has provoked confusion about the Church’s response. Many 
Catholics may not realize how the dioceses continue to take responsibility for 
the abuse that occurred in our Church.

For more than a decade, the Catholic community has consistently enforced 
strict safe environment policies and offered assistance to survivors and their 
families. While recognizing and respecting that every individual must take his or 
her own personal journey to heal, the Church is committed to offering assistance.  

• All survivors of abuse are offered assistance no matter how long ago the 
crime occurred.  

• Each diocese has trained and deployed professional victim assistance staff to 
provide a response that is compassionate, supportive, and sensitive to the needs 
of survivors.

• Every diocese has an office for victim/survivor assistance, which provides a 
range of support, including : 

° Counseling and other forms of therapy for survivors and their families
° Addressing barriers to participation in therapy, such as child care 
   and transportation
° Vocational assistance
° Resources about child sexual abuse support services in the community
° Financial assistance for medication
° Referrals and payments for outpatient therapy and related 
   psychiatric services
° Assessment and case management assistance for social services resources
° Pastoral support and counseling
° Facilitation of meetings with the Archbishop or Bishop
To date, Pennsylvania’s dioceses have spent more than $16.6 million on vic-

tim/survivor assistance services to provide compassionate support to individuals 
and families. The Catholic Church has a sincere commitment to the emotional 
and spiritual well-being of individuals who have been impacted by the crime of 
childhood sexual abuse, no matter how long ago the crime was committed.

One survivor from the Diocese of Pittsburgh said, “After years of hurt and 
anger, I broke my si-
lence and reached 
out to this Church 
for help. What I 
found surprised me: 
caring Catholics who 
weren’t afraid to hear 
my story and share 
my pain. They taught 
me to trust again, re-
storing my wounded 
faith. With their help 
and God’s grace, I ex-
perienced the healing I’d longed for. Forgiveness dispelled anger, love washed 
away pain, and dignity replaced shame. If you or a loved one has been hurt – 
even if you’ve left the Church – I pray you will reach out to this diocese for help. 
You don’t have to carry your burden alone.”

We pray that the Catholic Church’s painful past will contribute to a better un-
derstanding of sexual abuse in all sectors of society. We must always encourage 
anyone who has been abused to report the abuse and seek help immediately by 
calling the toll-free Pennsylvania ChildLine number at 800-932-0313 or local 
law enforcement. For more information about available services and support, 
contact your diocesan victim/survivor assistance coordinator, who is available to 
help victims/survivors make a formal complaint of abuse to the diocese or ep-
archy, arrange a personal meeting with the bishop or his representative, and to 
obtain support services for the needs of the individual and families. 

Despite these efforts to support survivors of abuse, state lawmakers are con-
sidering a proposal that could lead to the closure of parishes, schools, and minis-
tries of today’s Catholics, who are in no way responsible for abuse that occurred 
decades ago. Learn more about how House Bill 1947 would open nonprofit pri-
vate organizations like our parishes and schools to costly and unfair lawsuits 
from decades ago, but gives public schools and government entities a pass at 
pacatholic.org.

Holy Spirit, comforter of hearts,
heal your people’s wounds

and transform brokenness into wholeness.
Grant us the courage and wisdom,

humility and grace, to act with justice.
Breathe wisdom into our prayers and labors.

Grant that all harmed by abuse may find peace.
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Catholic Assistance  
for Sex Abuse Survivors

To report suspected abuse of a minor,  
call the toll free PA Child Abuse Hotline at:

1-800-932-0313.
To report suspected abuse of  

a minor by a church official, employee 
or volunteer, also please call  

the diocesan toll free hotline at:
1-800-626-1608

or email:  
ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org

For more information,  
visit www.HbgDiocese.org/protect

Thoughts
from a Catholic  

Evangelist
Sister Geralyn 
Schmidt, SCC
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By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service

Prayer powers the light that Christians 
are called to share with the world, Pope 
Francis said.

“You can do many great things for the 
Church – a Catholic university, a school, 
a hospital – and they will even build 
you a monument as a benefactor of the 
Church,” the pope said June 7 during a 
morning Mass in the chapel of the Do-
mus Sanctae Marthae.

“But if you don’t pray,” he said, all 
of those charitable efforts and works of 
mercy “will be a bit murky or dark” and 
without light because they weren’t root-
ed in prayer, he said.

“What is the Christian’s battery for 
making light? Simply prayer,” he said, 
according to Vatican Radio.

The thing that “gives life to Christian 
light, what illuminates, is prayer” that 
comes from the heart and gives God 
thanks and praise, he said.

However, he said, it is important to 
share that light and not be tempted to 
keep it for oneself, which would be a 
kind of “looking-glass spirituality” and 
“is something awful.”

When God asks that Christians be the 
light of the world and salt of the earth, 
both of these gifts are meant to be shared 
with others through good works that ren-
der glory to God. 

By recognizing that the gifts come 
from God, they will never be exhausted 
because he gives freely, the pope said. 
His gift will “continue to be given to you 
if you continue to give it – illuminating 
and giving. And it will never run out.”

Pope: Prayer Powers  
Light Christians Must Share 

By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service

Pope Francis will set up a panel of 
legal experts to help him in deciding 
whether to remove a religious superior 
or bishop from office for failing to pro-
tect minors and vulnerable adults from 
sex abuse.

Vatican offices will continue to inves-
tigate claims of negligence on the part of 
bishops, ordinaries or religious superi-
ors under their jurisdiction. But the pope 
– who makes the final decision about a 
bishop’s removal from office – will now 
be assisted by a papally appointed “col-
lege of jurists,” according to procedures 
that take effect Sept. 5.

In an apostolic letter given “motu pro-
prio” (on his own initiative), dated June 
4, the pope reaffirmed that bishops of a 
diocese or eparchy and those responsi-
ble for other kinds of particular churches 
can be “legitimately removed” for neg-
ligence. 

In order for it to be grounds for re-
moval, such negligence – either through 
omission or commission – will have had 
to cause “serious harm to others,” in-
cluding individuals or a community, the 
letter said, and “the harm can be physi-
cal, moral, spiritual” or to property.

The letter clarified that it normally 
takes a “very serious” lack of due dili-
gence for a bishop to be removed, how-
ever, when it comes to a failing to pro-
tect children and vulnerable adults from 
abuse, a “serious” lack of due diligence 
“is sufficient” grounds for removal.

The new procedures are “clearly an 
important and positive step forward by 
Pope Francis,” said U.S. Cardinal Sean 
O’Malley of Boston, head of the Pon-
tifical Commission for the Protection of 
Minors.

The measures are meant to establish 
“a clear and transparent means for en-
suring greater accountability in how we, 
as leaders of the Church, handle cases 
of the abuse of minors and vulnerable 
adults,” he said in a written statement, 
released June 4. “We are grateful that 
our Holy Father has received the recom-
mendations from our commission mem-
bers and that they have contributed to 
this new and significant initiative.”

While all members of the Church have 
a duty to safeguard and protect children 
and others from abuse, bishops of dio-

ceses and eparchies, apostolic adminis-
trators and vicars, and those who lead 
a territorial prelature or abbacy must 
be especially diligent “in protecting the 
weakest of those entrusted to them,” the 
pope’s letter said. It said the heads of re-
ligious orders also come under the same 
standards of due diligence.

With the new procedures, wherever 
there is a serious indication of negli-
gence, the Vatican congregation charged 
with overseeing a particular jurisdiction 
“can begin an investigation.” The offices 
include the Congregation for Bishops, 
the Congregation of Institutes of Con-
secrated Life and Societies of Apostolic 
Life, the Congregation for the Evangeli-
zation of Peoples, and the Congregation 
for Eastern Churches.

If a bishop’s removal is deemed ap-
propriate, the congregation will produce, 
“in the briefest time possible, the decree 
for removal,” the new norms said.

The congregation will then “fraternal-
ly exhort the bishop to present his resig-
nation within 15 days. If the bishop does 
not give his response in the time called 
for, the congregation will be able to is-
sue the decree for removal,” it said. 

In every case, the congregation’s deci-
sion must be approved of by the pope, 
who – before making that final decision 
– will be assisted by a “college of ju-
rists” he has appointed, it said. 

The “college” would be a sort of re-
view board, that is, a body of advisers 
and not a tribunal, Jesuit Father Federico 
Lombardi told Catholic News Service 
June 6.

He said the Congregation for the Doc-
trine of the Faith would not be involved 
in these investigations since the accusa-
tions do not deal with the crime of abuse, 
but with “negligence of governance.”

The proposal last year by the Council 
of Cardinals to have the doctrinal office 
investigate and judge claims of “abuse 
of office” by bishops who allegedly 
failed to protect minors had only been 
a suggestion, Father Lombardi said, and 
“it never existed” as an established pro-
cedure.

The new procedures spelled out in 
the “motu proprio” came after a year of 
study by numerous experts, he said, and 
are meant to address the need for greater 
accountability by bishops and superiors 
of religious orders.

Pope to Appoint  
Advisory Board in  

Removing Negligent Bishops

Parish Festivals
(See a listing of parish festivals also at www.hbgdiocese.org. Parish festival infor-

mation can be submitted via e-mail to communications@hbgdiocese.org for publica-
tion.)

St. Joseph, Lancaster will host 6 Big Nights June 27-July 2. Mon-Thurs 6-10 p.m.; Fri 
6-11 p.m. & Sat 5-11 p.m. Carnival grounds located at 1409 Wabank Rd., Lancaster. Food-Rides-Games-
Bingo-Jeanne’s Attic. Fireworks on Friday night. FREE Parking & FREE Admission.  Ride MOST of the 
rides all night long Monday-Wednesday for $12 (SAVE 40%) with a purchase of a “Discount Ride Coupon” 
prior to midnight June 26; go to www.stjosephcatholicclub.com/carnival for details.

Join us for our Annual Buchanan Valley Picnic, on Saturday, August 27 from noon until 
dusk, rain or shine. Homecooked Family-Style Ham and Chicken dinners will be served all day. Price is 
$10 for adults; $4 for children ages 6 to 12; and ages 5 and under are free. To be held at the picnic grove 
at the St. Ignatius Loyola Church at 1095 Church Road, Orrtanna, the picnic has been a tradition for over 
175 years. Nestled in the quaint and beautiful hills of Buchanan Valley, historically known for the capture 
of Mary Jemison in 1758 by the Indians, it is an old-fashioned picnic with games for the children, bingo, 
music, and good food. For more information, contact St. Ignatius Loyola Church at 717-677-8012.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish will hold its Annual Festival at 4th & Market 
Streets on Friday June 24 from 6- 11 p.m. with the Shoreliner’s Band and on Saturday June 25 from 
5-10:30p.m., with D.J. Mike Wonzik. Theme baskets, kids’ games, pierogies, funnel cakes, potato cakes, 
sausages hoagies, meatball hoagies, hamburgers, hot dogs, barbecue, wedding soup, beef vegetable 
soup, haluski, popcorn, chicken fingers, French fries, pastries, sweets and beverages. The pre-event 
pierogies & pigeons sale will be Friday June 24 from 11 a.m.- 2 p.m. in the hall. Bingo will be in the hall. In 
case of rain, the food will be sold in the hall on Sunday June 26 from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

St. Patrick Parish, Trevorton, will hold its 19th annual summer festival on Friday 
and Saturday, August 12 & 13 from 5 to 10 p.m. nightly. Free live music, delicious ethnic foods, variety of 
games for young & not so young, basket tent, cake and treats raffle, money raffles and of course lots of 
fun and friendship.   

St. Joseph the Worker, Bonneauville, will hold their Parish Picnic on June 12 from noon - 4 
p.m. at the Deacon Weaver Center.

Sacred Heart of Jesus in Cornwall summer festival will run July 7 through July 9 from 
5-10:30 p.m. Dinners start at 4 p.m. and run until 7 p.m. Thursday is Spaghetti Dinner, Friday is Fish Fry 
Dinner and Saturday is Southern-Style Pork Dinner. The Bands are Thursday, July 7 Quick Draw, Friday, 
July 8 Bryan Stevenson and Red Beard Soul, and July 9, Galbraith, Briody and Friends. The festival 
includes a Beer Garden, funnel cakes, baked goods, food and a kids’ section open until 10 p.m. 

The Serra Club of Lancaster will host its annual summer picnic and dinner for 
priests and religious of the Lancaster deanery on Thursday, August 4 at St. Anne’s Retirement Community 
in Columbia. There will be an Italian theme for this year’s event. 

This year’s Corpus Christi International Food Festival is delighted to be a part of the 
greater city of Chambersburg CHAMBERFEST. This huge one day event, attended by thousands, is Satur-
day July 16, 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. For more information, contact the parish office at 717-264-6317.

Holy Trinity, Columbia, will be holding their Parish Family Festival June 8-11, 
nightly from 6-10 p.m. Penn Valley Shows will provide rides in the upper parking lot. Profits from this event 
benefit the parish, Our Lady of Angles School and the Community.

St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Lebanon, will hold their Parish Festival June 10 and 
June 11, at St. Cecilia Parish Center grounds, 750 State Drive, Lebanon, from 4-11 p.m. each day.

The annual Divine Redeemer Parish Summer Festival in Mount Carmel will be 
held on the parish picnic grounds and in Divine Mercy Hall (400 Block of West Cherry Street) on Friday, 
June 17 from 5-10 p.m. and Saturday, June 18 from 3-11 p.m. Featured at the rain-or-shine event will be 
the ever popular Theme Basket Raffle, Father Moran’s Cake Wheel, Ice Cream, Delicious Ethnic Foods, 
Homemade Baked Goods, Live Bands, Raffles, Rip-Offs, Kidz’ Zone, and Refreshments. As part of this 
year’s Summer Festival we will be selling “THE BIG CHANCE” Raffle Tickets – you will be able to pick 
from 10 BIG PRIZE PACKAGES! Highlighting the day will be entertainment by “The 60’s Boys” on Friday 
evening and “Into the Spin” on Saturday evening.  

St. Joan of Arc, Hershey, will host its 42nd annual festival June 16, 17 and 18 from 
5-10 p.m. Full information and events are available on the festival website at www.sjafestival.com.

Come and party Slavic Style at St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Parish’s annual Slavic 
Festival on Sunday, July 17 on the church grounds at 5408 Locust Lane, Harrisburg, from noon until 9 
p.m. Enjoy great homemade Eastern European foods to eat in or take out. Dance to The Polka WHOOOO 
and The Polka Quads. Take a Church tour, See world class iconography, chanting & singing demonstra-
tions, Shop in the Eastern European market. Play games for young and old, bingo, Win at the Hugh theme 
basket and cash raffles. Free admission and parking. Call 717-652-1415 or visit www.stannbyz.org. “No 
one leaves hungry!”

Mother Cabrini’s annual parish picnic will be held at the RCA Grounds in Ranshaw, (rain 
or shine) beginning Friday, June 17 from 5-10 p.m.; Saturday, June 18 from 3-10 p.m.; and Sunday, June 
19 from 2-10 p.m. There will be a variety of homemade and delicious foods, refreshments, games, prizes, 
music, etc. 

Basilicia of Sacred Heart will host a good old fashion Church Picnic Saturday July 16 from 
11:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. at the Conewago Picnic Woods, 3113 Centennial Rd. Hanover. Sacred Heart 
Basilica has one of the longest running Picnics in the Diocese of Harrisburg. Chicken Corn Soup is made 
in kettles over a fire, there will be a Bake Sale, the family style Chicken dinner begins at 3:00 p.m. Live 
entertainment, games, raffles, bingo and much more! Stop by and enjoy a day filled with food, fun and 
entertainment!

The annual St. Benedict the Abbot Summer Festival will be held August 5, 6 and 7 at the 
parish in Lebanon. The fun begins Friday Aug. 5, 5:00 to10:00 p.m. and continues on Saturday 5 to 10 and 
Sunday Aug. 7th 4:00 to 9:00. Friday from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. entertainment by “Cheyenne.” Saturday 7:00 
to10:00 p.m. entertainment  by “Burning House” and on Sunday 3:30 to 5:00  entertainment by DJ featur-
ing Spanish tunes  followed from 5:00 to 9:00 Galbraith, Briody and Friends. Enjoy bingo, basket raffle, 
kiddie korner, games, inflatables, beer tent and much more. Come out for the hot dogs, burgers, fries, 
pierogi, halupki, halushki, tacos, empanadillas, tamales, egg rolls, fried rice, and more, fun, and games at 
750 State Drive (St. Cecilia’s Parish Center).

Immaculate Heart of Mary, Abbottstown will hold its annual Parish Picnic on Sunday, July 
31, 2016 from 11:30 AM until 4 PM.

Prince of Peace Parish in Steelton will hold its annual church picnic Sunday, 
July 10, from noon until 8 p.m. at Cibort Park, Penn and Center Streets in Bressler. Delicious food 
including roasted lamb and pork will be available by the pound or from the kitchen as a sandwich or din-
ner. We will also be serving all of your picnic favorites: Beef BBQ, Schmidt’s sausage, Schmidt’s sarma, 
cabbage & noodles, baked beans, Croatian potato salad, hot dogs, and pierogies. Schnader’s will be on 
hand with French fries, lemonade and funnel cakes. The dessert table is sure to tempt you with homemade 
baked goods including strudel, baklava, fudge, brownies, and cakes. There will be a full day of entertain-
ment featuring Zadnja Stanica and The Happy Slovenes for your dancing and listening pleasure. Children’s 
games will keep the little ones occupied. Cash raffle prizes, basket raffle, and instant pull-tabs for those 
over 18. Bar will be open - beer, mixed drinks, and sodas. Everyone is welcome to come to this fun event. 
For further information, please call Tina Simpson, co-chair, at 717-635-8008.

St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church will host its Summer Bazaar, Saturday, June 
18, from 3-11 p.m. and Sunday, June 19, 2016, from 3-10 p.m. Chicken Bar-B-Que on Sunday starts at 
noon.

The Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius invite you to their Summer Festival at Villa Sa-
cred Heart in Danville on Saturday July 16 from 10:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Fun and Games, Food and Prizes, Flea 
Market, Baked Goods, Holupky Dinner, Silent Auction, Petting Zoo, Bounce House, and Round-the-clock 
tours of the Basilica in this Year of Mercy. Mass will be celebrated at 5 p.m. 
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Principal of St. Joseph  
School in Hanover Retires

Mrs. Susan Mummert is retiring after 19 years as principal of St. Joseph 
Catholic Elementary School in Hanover. At a farewell ceremony held in the 
church on June 1, Mrs. Mummert was recognized for her dedication and ser-
vice to the school and its students, parents and staff.  She leaves a legacy of 
always placing “children first.”  

Mrs. Mummert began her career 39 years ago at West York Area School 
District. She began her 36-year career with the Diocese of Harrisburg at 
St. Rose of Lima School in York, where she taught for 16 years. She has 
been principal at St. Joseph’s since the beginning of the 1996-1997 school 
year. 

Under her supervision, the school has achieved the highest recognition and 
full accreditation at all levels. A mentor to beginning teachers and principals, 
she counseled them to embrace their ministry. Mrs. Mummert’s commitment 
to organization and engagement led to expansion of the parish school board 
and faculty and advisory teams. Her gentle manner and deep respect for all 
permeated the school, causing all to seek her support and guidance. 

Present to commend Mrs. Mummert for her service were Livia Riley, Dioc-
esan Superintendent of Schools; Sister Anne Marie Wierman, retired princi-
pal of St. Rose of Lima School; Home and School Representative Lisa Elsner; 
Advisory Board Representative Annie Kilkelly; Acting Principal Marlene 
Blake; and Msgr. James Lyons, Pastor of St. Joseph Parish, Hanover. Marga-
ret Sheridan, school secretary, was Master of Ceremonies.

In her closing words to the children of St. Joseph’s, Mrs. Mummert called 
on them to live their faith, strive for excellence, and care for one another.

Lancaster County Catholic Education  
Coalition Celebrates Record-Breaking  

Educational Tax Credit Support
The Lancaster County Catholic Education Coalition welcomed representa-

tives of the Harrisburg Diocese, business owners and government officials 
for their third annual Pennsylvania Educational Tax Credit Rally last month 
in Lancaster Catholic High School’s Berger Gymnasium. 

Lancaster Catholic, Our Lady of the Angels Catholic School in Colum-
bia, Our Mother of Perpetual Help School in Ephrata, Resurrection Catho-
lic School in Lancater, Sacred Heart of Jesus School in Lancaster, St. Anne 
School in Lancaster and St. Leo the Great School in Rohrerstown celebrated 
a record-breaking $975,689 secured in tuition scholarship support from the 
Pennsylvania’s Educational Tax Credit Programs (EITC and OSTC) from 
over 92 businesses that directly impacts the more than 1,800 students in the 
seven Catholic schools.

“We thank our benefactors who give through the educational tax credit pro-
grams because it is through their generosity that countless student have and 
will continue to be transformed by a Catholic education at our partner el-
ementary schools and here at Lancaster Catholic,” said Tim Hamer, President 
of Lancaster Catholic High School.

The program included remarks from Mrs. Livia Riley, Diocesan Superin-
tendent of Schools, Principal Hamer, LCHS Student Council President Aaron 
Anater ’16, PA Senator Nominee for 13th District Scott Martin ’90, Father 
John McLoughlin, School Board Member, Mr. David Abel, Founder and 
Owner of DAS Companies, Inc, and PA State Representative Keith Greiner. 

“I often get the opportunity to see the behind-the-scenes activities that hap-
pen at Lancaster Catholic so I have been able to see the immense impact that 
the tax credit programs have on our everyday lives,” said Anater. “LCHS is a 
better place because of these programs, and without the funding provided by 
these programs, we would not be able to participate like we do, learn the way 
we do and live the lives the way we do at Catholic High.”

Both the EITC and OSTC programs provide a way for businesses to direct 
a portion of their state taxes towards the education of Pennsylvania’s stu-
dents. Not only does this improve a student’s chance to receive an education 
at a school of their choice, but it also results in a tax credit for the business 
involved and the money stays in our community. This program offered by the 
State of Pennsylvania provides a win-win benefit to qualifying businesses and 
schools.

“When I look out into this audience of students, I see world changers,” said 
Abel. “As a company owner, it is my honor and my privilege to come along 
side of you in your journey and invest in your future. I thank the state rep-
resentatives for continuously pushing to allow us to give these funds to help 
you on your journey.”

The seven Lancaster County Catholic schools raised over $100,000 more 
in EITC and OSTC support than last year and added 27 new business sup-
porters.

“We must continually push to provide opportunities and to have that gold-
en opportunity that is school choice,” said Martin. “I applaud the Lancaster 
County delegation members who work so hard to continue to fight to expand 
these opportunities. You can see the impact of these programs with every stu-
dent that walks out of these doors; not only the impact on their own lives, but 
what they do in our community.”

The names of the following de-
ceased persons have been submitted 
by their parishes. Please remember 
in your prayers the happy repose of 
these recently departed souls and 
the consolation of their loved ones.

ABBOTTSTOWN – Immaculate 
Heart of Mary: Robert Leary.

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: 
Gerald Leland Carroll, William M. 
“Bill” Flick.

BONNEAUVILLE – St. Joseph the 
Worker: Joseph N. Gallina.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: 
Dorothy Sarnowski.

COLUMBIA – Holy Trinity: 
Thelma Cremer, William Helbert.

ELIZABETHTOWN – St. Peter: 
Mildred Gallagher, Eleanor (Babe) 
Madara, Daniel McBride.

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis 
Xavier: James Adair, Joseph Gillitzer, 
Jean Holmes.

HARRISBURG – St. Catherine 
Labouré: Ellen Rubinic.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: 
Joseph Kupstas, Sr., Joan  
Nemes-Anderson, Dominish Vieli.

KULPMONT – Holy Angels: Ann 
Scott.

LANCASTER – St. John Neumann: 
Amy Loudenslager, John Tretter.

LEBANON – St. Cecilia: Barbara 
Barlett, Pauline Gensemer, Adam  
Kearney, Carole Koch, Lorraine  
Ludwig.

LITTLESTOWN – St. Aloysius: 
Robert “Popcorn” Murren.

MANHEIM – St. Richard: Michael 
Mastromatteo.

MCSHERRYSTOWN – 
Annunciation BVM: Donald Klunk, 
Paul F. “Pickle” Lawrence.

MECHANICSBURG – St. Joseph: 
Margaret Cassidy, Fred Pracht, James 
Reilly.

MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the 
Apostle: Betty J. Davitt, James  
McGahan.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine 
Redeemer: Leonard Chucoski.

NEW CUMBERLAND – St. 
Theresa: Gerald Fantasky.

NEW OXFORD – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Kenneth Deatrick, 
Sr.

PALMYRA – Holy Spirit: Rita 
Cooke, Robert “Pete” Hevel, David 
Pritchard.

QUARRYVILLE – St. Catherine 
of Siena: Thomas Barrett, Sr., Mary 
Novotny.

Sister Helen  
Veronica Hamill

Sister Helen Veronica Hamill, a 
member of the Sisters of St. Francis of 
Philadelphia for 67 years, died May 21 
in Assisi House in Aston, Pa., She was 
88.

Born Marguerite Patricia Hamill in 
Philadelphia, she entered the congrega-
tion in 1946, and ministered at schools 
in Maryland and New Jersey. Most of 
her religious life was focused on the 
healthcare ministry, as Sister Helen 
Veronica studied nursing at St. Joseph 
Hospital School of Nursing in Balti-
more and became an RN in 1954. From 
1954-1954 she worked at St. Joseph 
Hospital in Lancaster, where she also 
studied anesthesia. She later went on to 
earn a BSN from Villanova University 
in 1967.

Sister Helen Veronica spent 54 years 
ministering in the Archdiocese of Phil-
adelphia, in various hospitals, medical 
centers and retirement residences. She 
retired to Assisi House in 2009.

The funeral Mass was celebrated 
May 26 at Assisi House in Aston. Buri-
al was in Our Lady of Angels Cemetery 
there.

Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in June during 
the past 25 years:

Father Augustine Zan, 1999
Father Joseph Kelly, 2000
Father Robert Burns, Jr., 2001
Father Thomas J. Gralinski, 

2005
Father William Geiger, CSSR, 

2007
Father T. Ronald Haney, 2012
Father Andre J. Meluskey, 2013. 

ROARING CREEK – Our Lady 
of Mercy: Regina Shulski, Robert 
Welkom.

ROHRERSTOWN – St. Leo the 
Great: Jean Acklin, Catherine  
Brackbill, Michael Mastromatteo.

SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini: 
LaCreeda Dobson, Rose Dorko,  
Patrick Walsh.

SUNBURY – St. Monica: Helen G. 
Waltz.

YORK – St. Joseph: Helen 
Avillion, Patrick F. Masterson; St. 
Rose of Lima: Dorothy Allen. 

Keep Calm and Camp On at Kirchenwald!
The Diocesan Camp at Kirchenwald, a camp for adults with intellectual dis-

abilities, is seeking vol unteers who would be willing to assist at its residential 
camp during the week of August 14-19, 2016. The camp takes place in Leba-
non County and serves the needs of approximately 50 adults each year. Anyone 
16 and older is welcome to volunteer. Volunteers are required to com plete the 
Diocesan Clearance process and at tend training prior to helping at camp. For 
more information, please contact Ginny Duncan at 717-657-4804 ext. 322 or 
vduncan@hbgdiocese.org. 

Would you like to sponsor a campership for a person with a disability who 
might not otherwise be able to afford camp? The Dio cese of Harrisburg is seek-
ing donations to de fray the cost for campers. A full week of camp costs $550, 
but donations in any amount will be welcomed. They can be sent to the Of fice 
of Ministry with People with Disabilities, 4800 Union Deposit Road, Harris-
burg, PA 17111. Checks should be made payable to the Diocese of Harrisburg.
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Spiritual Offerings

Recitation of the Rosary for Marriage will take place Saturday 
June 25th in the square of Middletown at noon. Any questions, 
please contact Clay Keefer at keeferjmj1@verizon.net.

A summer of Divine Mercy and children’s adoration praying 
for the conversion of hearts and world peace will take place at 
St. Joseph Perpetual Adoration Chapel, 440 St. Joseph Street, 
Lancaster (lower church, push silver button) every Tuesday from 
June 14-August 23 from 4-5 p.m. All ages and abilities welcome! On 
Thursday August 4 the children and parents are invited to the World 
Pilgrimage for Peace at the Grotto in Emmitsburg, Md., from 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. The day will include Adoration, Reconciliation and Mass. 
Bring a picnic. For more information, call Mrs. Wang, catechist, 
at 717-396-0635 from 8 a.m.-8 p.m. or 717-572-6025 or email 
mrswang113@gmail.com.

Pilgrimage and Retreats
The National Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Em-

mitsburg, Md., has developed the Mountain to Valley Tour to give 
people a chance to see several different sites in northern Frederick 
County accompanied by a tour guide. The tour will be held on 
select dates this year; June 24-25, August 7-8, September 17-18, 
and October 21-22. However, if you have a group of 25 or more 
who would like to do the tour, the Shrine may accommodate other 
dates. For information, contact the Seton Shrine at 301-447-6606 or 
office@setonshrine.org, or go online at setonshrine.org/mountain-
valley-tour.

Travel with Father Donald Bender of St. Patrick Parish, Carl-
isle, in 2017 to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Apparitions of 
Our Lady of Fatima. We will visit Fatima, Lourdes and La Sagrada 
Familia in Barcelona, Spain. Contact fatimatour2017@gmail.com to 
request a flyer detailing the trip.

Women of Grace Malvern Retreat will take place from July 
8-10, featuring Johnette Benkovic and other inspiring speakers 
with a theme of “Hail Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy: Our Refuge on 
the Battlefield of Life.” Cost of $250 includes lodging for two nights 
and all meals. Contact Chris Arnold at 717-379-6041 or carnold@
womenofgrace.com

Join Father Thomas Coughlin, OMI, on a Pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land from November 9-19, 2016. Father Coughlin is a 
Scripture scholar and a former pastor of St. Margaret Mary Parish, 
Harrisburg. The pilgrimage includes: daily Mass at holy sites, 
licensed Christian guide, accommodation in First Class hotels (five 
nights in Jerusalem, three nights in Tiberias, on the shore of the 
Sea of Galilee, one night in Tel Aviv), breakfast and dinner daily, 
land transportation by deluxe motorcoach, roundtrip motorcoach 
from Harrisburg to Newark Airport, roundtrip airfare from Newark 
to Tel Aviv on nonstop flights with United Airlines, and more, for 
$3,529 per person/double occupancy. For complete details, contact 
Karen Hurley at k.m.hurley1@gmail.com or George’s International 
Tours at (800) 566-7499, sales@georgesintl.com or visit www.
georgesintl.com. 

The annual Corpus Christi men’s retreat will be held the 
weekend of August 5 at Mount St. Mary’s, Emmitsburg, Md. 
Father Glenn Sudano, CFR, will be the retreat master. Join us for a 
weekend of relaxation, refreshment, and renewal and hear Father 
Glenn’s talks about Divine Mercy at work for our lives. The retreat 
is open to ages 14 and up. Men are encouraged to bring sons and 
grandsons. A $60 deposit is required towards total cost of $150. 
Reservations can be made through local parish coordinators or by 
contacting Paul Little, 717-264-2577.

Spiritual Retreat for Worldwide Marriage Encounter Couples 
will be held October 14-16, 2016, at St. Francis Center, Bethlehem. 
This weekend couple’s retreat is for any married couples who have 
completed a Marriage Encounter weekend anytime during their mar-
riage. Directed by Father Joe DiMauro, OSFS, the retreat employs 
the dialog and sharing techniques of Worldwide Marriage Encounter, 
plus quiet reflection and prayer to provide a time of spiritual renewal 
for a couple. The theme for this year’s presentations is “Mercy within 
Marriage” in celebration of the Jubilee Year of Mercy. To receive 
more information, contact sjaumen@comcast.net. This event is 
not affiliated with the Worldwide Marriage Encounter organization.

The National Shrine Grotto is hosting a pilgrimage to 
Lourdes, Fatima and Santiago de Compostela November 2-12, 
2016. The pilgrimage cost is $2,999 per person and includes 
roundtrip airfare, accommodations, most meals, a professional 
tour director, admission fees, porterage, hotel and airline taxes and 
comprehensive sightseeing throughout! This is a unique opportunity 
and we hope you will join us! Please call for more information: 301-
447-5318. Availability is limited ~ please reserve soon! 

Fundraisers and Events
Theology on Tap – Harrisburg on Thursday, June 16 in 

the Abbey Bar (2ndfloor) of Appalachian Brewing Company 
(ABC), 50 North Cameron Street Harrisburg. Happy half hour and 
dinner will begin at 6:30 p.m. followed by a presentation by Becky 
Biter on “Undefeated Courage: Love Conquers Abortion” at 7 pm. 
Biter, President of Undefeated Courage and Associate Director of 
Rachel’s Vineyard Ministries of Central PA, will share her abortion 
testimony and explain how Undefeated Courage came to be as 
well as the experiences prayer warriors and alley counselors in the 
diocese encounter on the front-lines at local abortion clinics. She will 
also shed light on the healing and reconciliation process Rachel’s 
Vineyard provides anyone suffering from the effects of abortion. 
Theology on Tap – Harrisburg meets every third Thursday of the 
month at ABC’s Harrisburg location. For more information and to 
stay up-to-date on our upcoming events, follow us on Facebook at /
Groups/HarrisburgTOT or totharrisburg.com. 

Theology on Tap-Harrisburg invites all young adults to Mass 
and a picnic on Sunday, June 26 at 12:15 p.m. beginning with 

Mass at St. Patrick Cathedral, 212 State Street Harrisburg, and 
Parish Picnic in back of the Cathedral following Mass. 

What motivated a Pastor of the Brethren in Christ Church 
to leave Protestantism and become a Roman Catholic? Come 
to find out on Wednesday July 13, from 6:30- 8 p.m. in the parish 
social hall of Our Lady of the Visitation Church, 305 N. Prince 
St., Shippensburg. Deacon David Hall, who currently serves as a 
deacon at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg, has 
an exciting life to share with us: how God called him home to the 
Catholic Church. All are welcome to attend! Bring a friend!

Bill and his wife were raised in the Church of Christ.  Bill 
became a pastor in that church, but then eventually became 
an Episcopalian minister. On July 1, 2015, he retired as the 
Protestant Chaplain of the US Army War College in Carlisle. Then 
he decided to join the Catholic Church. Come and hear his story on 
Wednesday July 6 from 6:30-8 p.m. in the parish social hall of Our 
Lady of the Visitation Church, 305 N. Prince St., Shippensburg. All 
are welcome to attend! Bring a friend!

St. Gabriel’s Respect Life Ministry of St. Patrick Parish in 
Carlisle will hold its second annual Pro-Vita Institute, June 23, at 
the Parish Activities Center, 85 Marsh Drive. Theme: “The Bioethics 
of Life.” Speakers: Father Daniel Mindling, Academic Dean, Mount 
St. Mary’s Seminary, and Consulting Theologian, USCCB Pro-Life 
Committee--Catholic Principles in Bioethics; Mr. Michael 
Ciccocioppo, Executive Director, PA Pro-Life Federation--Status 
of the Pro-Life Movement in America; Dr. Leonardo Mariño-
Ramirez, Computational Biologist, Co-Founder, Pan American 
Bioinformatics Institute--Genetic Manipulation in Human 
History: Agriculture, GMOs, and Beyond. The day will be 
from 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Lunch included, and educational credits 
for teachers. For more information: www.stgabrielcarlisle.org. To 
register, send check for $5 to St. Patrick Church, 152 E. Pomfret 
St., Carlisle 17013. Insert on memo line: St. Gabriel’s Ministry.

Beginning July 8, 2016 from 6:30-8 p.m. St. Joseph Parish 
in Hanover will begin a singles ministry, Singles Alive in Christ. 
The ministry will run biweekly continuing on 7/22, 8/5, 8/19, etc. If 
you are a single adult age 30-50 whether never married, divorced 
or widowed, we hope you will join us. Singles Alive in Christ pro-
vides companionship on a social and spiritual level to tackle single-
hood and widow-hood while we continue to build our relationship 
with Our Lord Jesus Christ from a biblical and sacramental per-
spective. Our hope is to bring together singles of like minds and 
provide an environment for fellowship, growth in faith, and mutual 
support. See you there! Please forward any questions to Tanya 
Matias 717-634-7826, St. Joseph Catholic Church 5055 Grandview 
Road, Hanover, PA 17331.

Trinity High School Summer Youth Camps - space still 
available. Six sports to choose from, boys and girls grade 3-8. Visit 
www.thsrocks.us for more information and to register.

Join Trinity High School for Shamrock Night with the Har-
risburg Senators, Saturday, June 18th. Game is 6 pm. Champion-
ship soccer and basketball teams will be recognized along with 
Brad Buchter, diving champion. Tickets are $11 each. Contact 
Steve Aschenbrenner at 717-761-2228 for tickets. 

Monday Night at the Movies: Our Lady of the Blessed 
Sacrament Parish (2121 N 3rd St, Harrisburg) will begin its 2016 
summer movies season with “For Greater Glory,” an action epic of 
the impassioned men and women who risked everything for family, 
faith and the future of their country — a true story of the 1920s 
Christero War in Mexico which rocked 20th Century North America. 
Join us on Monday, June 13th at 6:30 p.m. for this faith-filled 
adventure. Snacks welcome. 

The 2016 San Marziale Procession featuring the Kulpmont 
Our Boys Band will be held on Sunday July 10. The procession 
will once again showcase the legendary Our Boys Band who put on 
a truly wonderful, historic and moving performance the last couple 
of years. The band will play a variety of authentic Italian March 
music along with some traditional patriotic American songs. The 
procession will take place at 1 p.m. Sunday, July 10, and will begin 
at Holy Angels Church, 855 Scott St. The event is organized by 
Landscape Services, Bressi Family Foods, the Holy Name Society 
of Holy Angels Church, Holy Angels Church, the Kulpmont order 
of the Knights of Columbus and various dedicated individuals and 
local businesses. We are asking for people to participate in any 
way they can. This is a community focused event that serves an 
excellent cause. Any Local businesses or individuals who want 
to be a named or anonymous sponsor can call 570-373-9433 or 
Tom Letcavage of Landscape services at 570-274-1508. Every 
penny raised is charitable; we sponsor many local activities and 
help those in need. Donations are also tax deductible. Those who 
wish to walk in the procession are asked to meet at 12:30 at Holy 
Angels Church. The procession starts at 1 p.m. Like us on Face-
book: https://www.facebook.com/SanMarzialeParadeKulpmontPa?
fref=ts. Visit us on YouTube: http://youtu.be/gtS58Nm2bDk. Event 
Link: https://www.facebook.com/events/1589702304688570/.

Holy Spirit–A Geisinger Affiliate has teamed up with 
cardiologists, cardiothoracic surgeons and health profession-
als to provide cardiac health education, as well as group support 
to patients, their families and caregivers to promote lifelong heart 
healthy living. Holy Spirit’s “Spirited Hearts” cardiovascular sup-
port group meetings are held from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in Holy Spirit 
Hospital’s Auditorium C&D on the following dates: Wednesday, 
June 22: “Build Your Own Sundae While Learning about Nutrition 
and Cardiac Disease.” Wednesday, July 2: “Getting the Most Out 
of Your Doctor Visits.” Wednesday, August 24: “Summer Salads.” A 
question and answer session will follow the presentations. Profes-
sional counselors are available to talk with attendees during the 
last 30 minutes of each session. To register, call 717-972-7690 or 
send an email to HSGASpiritedHrtsweb@geisinger.edu.

Spend your summer at McDevitt! Bishop McDevitt High 
School teachers and coaches are accepting applications for 
students interested in attending various camps at McDevitt over 
the summer. All camps are held at 1 Crusader Way, Harrisburg. All 

camp registration forms are on Bishop McDevitt’s homepage, and 
find Youth Sports Camps under Athletics. http://www.bish-
opmcdevitt.org/youth-sports-programs/. 

Charismatic Conference on Mercy & Healing will be held on 
Saturday, August 20 from 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. at the Basilica of 
Sts. Cyril and Methodius, 580 Railroad St., Danville, with speaker 
Msgr. Robert Lawrence at 10 a.m. and Mass celebrated by Father 
Frank Karwacki and Prayers for Healing at 11 a.m. Lunch is on your 
own, dismissal is at 12:30 p.m. Registration is $15, made payable 
to “Diocese of Harrisburg,” and sent to “Charismatic Conference,” 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, 47 S. Market St., Mount Car-
mel, PA, 17851.

The 8th annual Lauren and Spencer Day Memorial Golf 
Tournament and Walk will be held on June 18, 2016, at Rich 
Valley Golf Course. Lauren and Spencer are both alumni of Trinity 
High School who passed away within three years of each other. 
Their fund provides financial assistance to families going through a 
major medical crisis. Visit our website for more information and to 
register: http://www.thsrocks.us/support-trinity/special-events/
lauren-spencer-day-foundation/

The Bishop McDevitt Class of 1986 will be holding its 30th 
Class Reunion the weekend of October 21 and 22. The first event 
will be Friday evening October 21 with an informal gathering from 
6-10 p.m. at Spring Gate Winery, 5790 Devonshire Road, Har-
risburg. The second event will be held Saturday evening October 
22 at the Hershey Italian Lodge, 128 Hillcrest Road Hershey, from 
6-11 p.m. For more information, or if you have questions, contact 
Jeanine Mesarick at jmesarick@gmail.com or call 717-433-4844. 
You can also contact John Wilk at 717-648-0667 or ja.wilk@yahoo.
com .

St. Francis and Holy Family Parishes in Harrisburg are 
going to join together for a Chicken Barbeque / Yard Sale and 
Bake Sale on Saturday, June 18, at Holy Family Parish, 555 S. 25th 
Street, Harrisburg. If you are interested in renting a “Yard Sale” 
space for $5.00 (you will have to bring your own table or blanket) 
call Carol at 717-232-1003 or Ann at 717-564-9234. Yard Sale will 
be from 8 a.m.-noon. Chicken Barbeque will start at 10 a.m. until 
sold out. Dinners: $8.

Parish & Organization News
Keep Calm and Camp On! The Diocesan Camp at Kirchenwald, 

a camp for adults with intellectual disabilities, is seeking vol unteers 
who would be willing to assist at its residential camp during the 
week of August 14-19, 2016. The camp takes place in Lebanon 
County and serves the needs of approximately 50 adults each 
year. Anyone 16 and older is welcome to volunteer. Volunteers are 
required to com plete the Diocesan Clearance process and at tend 
training prior to helping at camp. For more information, please 
contact Ginny Duncan at 717-657-4804 ext. 322 or vduncan@hbg-
diocese.org. Would you like to sponsor a campership for a person 
with a disability who might not otherwise be able to afford camp? 
The Dio cese of Harrisburg is seeking donations to de fray the cost 
for campers. A full week of camp costs $550, but donations in any 
amount will be welcomed. They can be sent to the Of fice of Ministry 
with People with Disabilities, 4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg, 
PA 17111. Checks should be made payable to the Diocese of Har-
risburg. 

Job Opportunities  
St. Joseph School in Hanover is searching for an Extended 

Care Director/Administrator.  Applicants must have a Master’s or 
Bachelor’s degree in early childhood, child development, special 
education or elementary education with at least 3 years’ profes-
sional experiences working with children.  Applicants must have 
the proper credentials and meet requirements of diocesan policies. 
Letters of recommendation are needed. The Extended Care Direc-
tor is responsible for completing a budget, tracking attendance 
and payments, creating a daily schedule and planning activities. 
All interested parties should submit standard applications, a basic 
resume, and a simple cover letter to the Diocese of Harrisburg as 
well as St. Joseph School Office at 236 Baltimore Street, Hanover.

Resurrection Catholic School in Lancaster is seeking a part-
time music teacher for the 2016-2017 school year. The applicant 
must have a Bachelor’s Degree in music or in elementary educa-
tion. The applicant will be responsible for teaching music classes 
to children in Kindergarten to 8th grade. Send your resume, a copy 
of your degree, and updated clearances to Miss Brenda Weaver, 
Principal, Resurrection Catholic School, 521 E. Orange Street, 
Lancaster, PA 17602 or bweaver@resurrectioncatholicschool.net. 

Resurrection Catholic School in Lancaster is seeking a 
part-time physical education teacher for the 2016-2017 school 
year. The applicant must have a Bachelor’s Degree in physical 
education or elementary education. The applicant will be respon-
sible for teaching physical education to children in Kindergarten to 
8th grade. Send your resume, a copy of your degree, and updated 
clearances to Miss Brenda Weaver, Principal, Resurrection Catholic 
School, 521 E. Orange Street, Lancaster, PA 17602 or bweaver@
resurrectioncatholicschool.net. 
    Delone Catholic High School, McSherrystown, is seeking a 
marching percussion instructor for the 2016 season. Band camp 
is July 18-22 at Penn State Mont Alto. The position also involves 
semi-weekly practices during the summer and fall at the high 
school. Stipend is negotiable. For more info, contact Brian Yealy 
at music@delonecatholic.org or 717-637-5969 x 202.

Trinity has the following coaching positions available: Head 
Swimming Coach and Head Track and Field Coach. Interested 
applicants should forward coaching resume to Gary Bricker, Athletic 
Director at gbricker@thsrocks.us no later than June 24.

York Catholic is seeking a math teacher for all levels grades 
9 through 12 beginning August 2016. Requirements: PA Certi-
fication and related Bachelor Degree in appropriate major, state 
and federal clearances. Send resume, certification, and letter of 
interest to: Katie Seufert, Principal, York Catholic High School, 601 
East Springettsbury Avenue, York, PA 17403, 717-846-8871 x12, 
kseufert@yorkcatholic.org. 
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By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

Baseball remains the game where great pitch-
ing nearly always gets the better of great 

hitters. And so was the case in the District 3 Class 
AA championship game that pitted the Crusaders of 
Lancaster Catholic against the Lynx of Oley Valley. 
Both teams were the top seeds in the championship 
brackets.

The game, played June 2 at the venerable and 
classically aged First Energy Stadium (formerly 
Municipal Stadium) and home of the Fightin’ Phils 
of Reading, featured an outstanding pitching per-
formance by Oley Valley’s crafty southpaw Gavin 
Blankenbiller, who only gave up four hits in shut-
ting down a Crusader line-up that has speed on the 
basepaths and power in the middle of their batting 
order. 

Mixing in great command of his off-speed stuff 
and great location with the fastball, Blankenbiller, 
hardly overpowering, was able to tie up the Crusad-
ers’ sluggers and fool the line-ups’ lefties into some 
harmless flyballs to the middle of the diamond. 
Though the Crusaders did manage to get four run-
ners into scoring position, they never were able to 
string consecutive hits or advance anyone to third 
base. The final score was 6-0, though the game was 
closer than the score as the Lynx pushed across a 
few late insurance runs on a couple of Crusaders’ 
fielding miscues. 

Oley Valley won three PIAA state champion-
ships in the 1980s, so the Berks County Lynx are 
no baseball fluke. Lancaster Catholic (17-6) lost to 
Neumann Goretti in the first round of the PIAA state 
playoffs.

Crusaders Blanked in District 3 
Baseball Championship Game

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Shortstop Mitch Eck is thrown out at third on a crucial rally-killing play.

Lancaster Catholic’s 
pitcher Shawn Henry 
delivers a two-seam 
fastball. He only gave 
up two earned runs 
against the Lynx.

Crusaders’ DH Tyler Peters tries 
to play small ball, bunting to move 
a runner to third.

Crusaders’ third  
baseman Bayley 
Jamanis puts the tag 
on a Lynx runner. The 
umpire incredibly  
called the runner safe.
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THE VIETNAMESE APOSTOLATE OF THE                      
DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG PRESENTS 

Holy Door of Mercy Pilgrimage to the  
Basilica of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Agenda for the Day 
 
 

2:00 PM to 2:30 PM   Tour of the Basilica under the guidance of  
Rev. Joseph R. Howard, Pastor and Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 
2:30 PM to 3:00 PM  Eucharistic Adoration 

 
3:00 PM to 3:30 PM   Eucharistic Procession 

 
3:30 PM to 4:30 PM  Holy Mass                                                                                            

 
4:30 PM to 5:00 PM  Picnic on Basilica grounds and dismissal 

OPEN TO ALL THE FAITHFUL! 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 30 Basilica Drive, Hanover, PA 17331 

For additional information or to RSVP please contact Mr. Vu Ngoc Hai at        
(717)-215-6582 or email at haivu155@yahoo.com 

Sunday, June 26, 2016 

Year of  Mercy 
Năm Thánh Lòng Thương Xót Chúa  

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

The District 3 and PIAA 
State Track and Field 
Championships were held 
May 20-21 and May 27-28 
respectively at Seth Grove 
Stadium on the campus of 
Shippensburg University. 

In the District 3 meet, 
held in rainy, cool weather, 
Lancaster Catholic’s fresh-
man Kiki Jefferson won 
the girls AA Triple Jump 
with a leap of 36’9’’ to eas-
ily win the gold medal. In 
the pole vault, held indoors 
due to the wet conditions, 
Trinity’s Megan Silvia 
cleared a district best 11’7” 
to win the gold medal. 

A week later on Memo-
rial Day weekend, it was 
quite warm and humid, and 
Silvia again cleared 11’7” 
to place third in the PIAA 
State Class AA champion-
ship. Kiki Jefferson placed 
fifth, equaling her district 
meet jump and finishing 
only 10 inches off the com-
petition’s best jump.

Diocesan Athletes Battle Weather 
at Track and Field Championships

Boys
100m, Tavian Dorsey –  

Delone Catholic
800m, Matt Geisler – Trinity

Girls
High Jump, Julianna Makesky –  

Delone Catholic
Javelin, Lauren Brownyard – Trinity

District Silver Medalists:

Megan Silivia of Trinity 
clears the bar in the pole 

vault in competition.
CHRIS HEISEY, 

 THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Lancaster Catholic’s 
Kiki Jefferson  

aims for distance in 
the long jump  

at Districts.
EMILY M. ALBERT,

THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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Now in its 90th year of offering a qual-
ity Catholic education, St. Andrew School 
in Waynesboro broke ground on May 25 
to expand to accommodate seventh and 
eighth grades.

The capital campaign, “We’re All In!” 
looks to build a future of confidence on a 
legacy of excellence in southern Franklin 
County.

Bishop Ronald Gainer was the principal 
celebrant for a Mass for the students and 
parish community on May 25, before join-
ing with Father Augusty Valomchalil, MS-
SCC, pastor, and Patrick McDonald, out-
going principal, and others involved in the 
project in a ground-breaking ceremony.

According to a recent interview with 
Mr. McDonald, St. Andrew School hopes 
to open its doors to seventh- and eighth-
grade students in August of 2017. 

St. Andrew School was built in 1925 
under the pastorate of Father William Cal-
laghan, and first opened its doors to ap-
proximately 80 students. In December of 
2012, it received accreditation from the 
Middle States Association of Colleges and 
Schools, and, throughout its existence, 
has lived its mission of being “devoted to 
fostering Christian values and academic 
excellence in a nurturing environment by 
providing a quality faith-filled Catholic 
education.”

For information about the capital cam-
paign – including raffle tickets for a 1983 
Prosche 911 SC Soupe – and about edu-
cation at St. Andrew School, visit www.
saintandrewschool.org or call 717-762-
3221.

St. Andrew School is ‘All In’ at Groundbreaking for Expansion

The Catholic Communication Campaign  
supports Local & National projects.  
Please give generously on June 19.

• Come Home to the Church  
Radio Message by Bishop Gainer

• The Catholic Witness
• The Diocesan Website
• INSIGHT e-newsletter

• Social Media: Facebook, Twitter,  
YouTube videos

• Catholic Perspective Radio Program
• The Parish Bulletin Board on WHYF AM 720

• Advertisements for our Diocese  
on Radio, Cable TV, in Print and more.

www.HbgDiocese.org/ccc

“The digital world can be an environment rich in 
humanity; a network not of wires but of people.” 

                                            - Pope Francis

The Catholic Communication Campaign
Supports Local & National projects.
Please give generously on June 21.

Local Communication Efforts include:
• Invitation to Mass Radio Messages by Bishop Gainer

• The Catholic Witness
• The Diocesan Website
• INSIGHT e-newsletter

• Social Media: Facebook, 
TTwitter, YouTube videos

• Catholic Perspective Radio program
• The Parish Bulletin Board on WHYF AM 720

• Advertisements for our Diocese 
on Radio, Cable TV and in Print and more.

www.HbgDiocese.org/ccc

“The digital world can be an environment rich in 
humanity; a network not of wires but of people.” 

                                            - Pope Francis

The Catholic Communication Campaign
Supports Local & National projects.
Please give generously on June 21.

Local Communication Efforts include:
• Invitation to Mass Radio Messages by Bishop Gainer

• The Catholic Witness
• The Diocesan Website
• INSIGHT e-newsletter

• Social Media: Facebook, 
TTwitter, YouTube videos

• Catholic Perspective Radio program
• The Parish Bulletin Board on WHYF AM 720

• Advertisements for our Diocese 
on Radio, Cable TV and in Print and more.

www.HbgDiocese.org/ccc

“Communication is really about realizing that  
we are all human beings, children of God.”

 ~ Pope Francis, Message for the  
48th World Communications Day

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Officials joining in the groundbreaking were, from left, Patrick McDonald,  principal; Jeff Yoder, GRC Senior Project  
Manager; Jim Rock, GRC President; Mike Gehr, BFM Architect; Lesley Quesada, School Board President; Lucy Ivins,  
Parish Council Representative; Father Augusty Valomchalil, pastor; Bishop Ronald Gainer; Joelle Blake, Student  
Council President; John Kotlanger, Parish Constuction Committee member; and Bernie McGarity, Parish Finance Committee  
member.

Above: St. Andrew student Christina Pan receives the Blood of 
Christ during Mass.

Right: Bishop Ronald Gainer blesses the ground. Servers  
included, from left, then-Deacon Steven Arena, Ernie Skehan, 
Joelle Blake, Noah Collier, Mya Beck, Andrew Woodring and 
Andrew  Stansfield.
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