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Conference Keynoter Kimberly Hahn Recounts Journey
of Understanding Mary on Road to Conversion
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
“Of all the obstacles that littered my
path into the Catholic Church, none
loomed larger than Mary.”
With this stunning statement to an
auditorium filled with Catholic women,
Kimberly Hahn began her keynote address at the diocese’s annual Women’s
Conference.
Now a noted Catholic author and
speaker, and the wife of renowned
Catholic apologist Dr. Scott Hahn, Mrs.
Hahn had grown up in a Protestant
household which, she said, made no
reference to Mary aside from her place
in the family’s Nativity scene.
So when her husband, then an ordained pastor in the Presbyterian
church, opened his heart to the Catholic Church after a course of study in
the early 1980s, she was challenged to
open her own heart to what the Church
teaches about the Mother of God.
“To me, Mary represented diversion from true devotion to Our Lord,”
Mrs. Hahn told some 850 women at
this year’s conference, held Oct. 15 at
Bishop McDevitt High School in Harrisburg.
“I couldn’t understand how I could
reconcile the love for Christ that I knew
I shared with my Catholic brothers and
sisters with an antagonism in my heart
for Mary, his Mother,” she said.
While her husband was on his journey
toward entering the Catholic Church,

“[Mary] had
the response I
wanted to have:
to say ‘Yes,’ no
matter what
the cost...”
~Kimberly Hahn
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Kimberly Hahn, Catholic author and presenter and the wife of Catholic apologist Dr. Scott Hahn, delivers her keynote address
at the diocese’s annual Women’s Conference Oct. 15. In her address, Mrs. Hahn spoke of her journey of understanding Mary
and her entrance into the Catholic Church.

she felt challenged to at least examine
Mary’s role in it.
“I began with the facts,” Mrs. Hahn
relayed. “Who is Mary? What did she
do?”

Factually, Mary was a human being,
a virgin who loved God and wanted
to serve him faithfully. She responded
‘Yes’ to God’s plan without counting
the cost.

“I could see in her heart’s response
to the Lord that she had the response I
wanted to have: to say ‘Yes,’ no matter
what the cost, and to immediately reMore CONFERENCE, page 2

‘V Encuentro’ Calls Hispanic
Community to Action in the Church
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

VOTERS’ GUIDE
Pages 14-19

The Catholic Church in the United States is positioning itself for a paradigm shift with a vision
to better respond to the presence of the Hispanic
community, and to strengthen ways for Hispanic
Catholics to respond to the call to serve the Church
as disciples.
Known as The V Encuentro (or Fifth Encounter),
the process is one of reflection and action that calls
all Catholics to activity, consultation, leadership,
development and identification of best practices in
the spirit of the New Evangelization to better serve
Hispanic Catholics and call them to active involvement.
The process has been proposed as a priority activity of the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops’ Strategic Plan for 2017-2020, and is under the USCCB’s Subcommittee on Hispanic Affairs and the Committee on Cultural Diversity.
Yet, it is a process that begins at the grass-roots
level, as Catholics in individual parishes, lay ecclesial movements, organizations and institutions
are called to encounter Hispanic Catholics for their
missionary discipleship.
“The V Encuentro is calling the Hispanic community to be what it is, and be part of the pastoral
work in the United States,” said Father Luis Rodriguez, pastor of Corpus Christi Parish in Chambersburg and co-chair – along with Jaclyn Curran – of
the Diocesan Encuentro Team.

“We want them to be disciples who are already
present to enact their gifts and be a leaven in the
Church in the United States,” he told The Catholic
Witness.
The four-year process for V Encuentro is underway this year with the development and training of
diocesan teams. In Harrisburg, 42 people serve on
the Encuentro team – separate from the Diocesan
Hispanic Apostolate – and include representatives
from diocesan offices and Hispanic diocesan lay
leaders recommended by their pastors.
On Nov. 19, the Diocesan Encuentro Team will
meet to prepare for Parish Encuentro during Lent
2017, in which they will visit parishes to begin
communication on how to make the faith more
accessible to Hispanic Catholics in the diocese.
These efforts will lead up to a Diocesan Encuentro
planned for Sept. 23, 2017, followed by a Regional
Encuentro with a date to be determined.
Diocesan and regional-level celebrations will be
followed by the National Encuentro Sept. 20-23,
2018, in Dallas, Texas, a gathering of lay leaders,
More ENCUENTRO, page 3
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Conference
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spond to the will of God,” said
Mrs. Hahn. “Yet I was still not
ready at all to accept her.”
She recalled how she cringed
when she learned that her husband – with whom she often debated about Mary and Church –
owned a Rosary.
“Sometimes Scott would
walk out of the house after a
debate and I knew by the jingle of those beads that he was
headed out to pray the Rosary,”
she said.
“I believed Mary was in
heaven and I believed she was
perfect, and that’s quite the contrast to go from being with your
argumentative and opinionated
wife to taking a walk with the
most wonderful woman in the
world, and I resented that,”
Mrs. Hahn remarked. “I felt
like there was another woman
in my husband’s life, and I
don’t know how you compete
with the Mother of God.”
At the Easter Vigil in 1986,
Scott Hahn joined the Catholic
Church.
“I knelt down and I wept,” Mrs. Hahn
relayed. “My heart was broken.”
“I said to Scott, ‘I want you to know
that you have abandoned me,’ and he
walked out the door with the jingle of
those beads,” she said. “I didn’t even
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A statue of the Blessed Mother is seen as Mass begins, celebrated by Bishop Ronald Gainer.

know how our marriage was going to
survive this.”
She was now left to reconcile the
antagonism she felt for Mary with her
love for Mary’s Son, and she took it to
prayer.

Kimberly Hahn, keynote speaker at the diocese’s annual Women’s Conference,
signs two of her books for Vicki Ohler, conference attendee and a vendor with
Mission of Comfort, an organization that distributes new stuffed animals to people
in need of consolation.

“There was something new in that
prayer,” she recalled. “Instead of it feeling like it was Scott versus me, now I
was actually opening up my heart to the
Lord to teach me something on Mary.”
She learned. That the Church teaches
that Mary is a human being. That her
sinlessness is due to the fact that she
was saved from sin from the moment
of conception. That her entire salvation
was owed to the mercy of God.
“Soon the bitterness and resentment
that I had in my heart began to melt
away,” Mrs. Hahn said.
Though she still wasn’t ready to pray
the Rosary, she did enter the RCIA process and began to study the Church in
depth, with a sense that God was calling her to join the Church, four years
after her husband did.
On Ash Wednesday, 1990, while asking God in prayer what she should give
up for Lent, Mrs. Hahn heard the Lord
say, “Why don’t you just give up.”
That Easter, she entered the Church.
And she finally picked up a Rosary to
pray, because, she said, “the Lord gave
me enough humility to pray it.”
Scott and Kimberly Hahn, residents
of Steubenville, Ohio, recount their
experiences in their co-authored book,

Special Collection for Hurricane Matthew
Relief to Be Taken November 12 and 13
Earlier this month Hurricane Matthew, a Category 4 hurricane, caused massive destruction to
significant parts of the Southeastern coast of the United States as well as some countries in the Caribbean, with Haiti experiencing unimaginable devastation, destruction and loss of life.
While many government and social aid agencies, like Catholic Charities and Catholic Relief Services, have been working tirelessly to bring comfort and relief to tens of thousands affected by the
hurricane, the road to restoration will be long and additional support will be needed.
In times of tragedy, the Church is always a primary source of healing and peace; however in these
regions the Church itself is both an aid responder and a victim. So many of the Church’s structures
have been damaged and resources depleted.
To assist in this recovery the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has called for an
emergency collection. The funds collected through this special collection will be used to support
the efforts of Catholic Relief Services and Catholic Charities USA as they reach out to provide
humanitarian aid in the form of water, food, shelter, and medical care, as well as to their long-term
efforts to restore communities after widespread destruction, and to the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops for the pastoral and reconstruction needs of the Church in the Caribbean and the
United States.
In the Diocese of Harrisburg, a second collection for the people and the Church impacted
by Hurricane Matthew will place the weekend of November 12/13. Parishioners are asked to
put their donation in an envelope marked Hurricane Relief. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.

“Rome Sweet Home: Our Journey to
Catholicism.” Today, they both continue to witness to the faith in speaking
engagements and through other books.
“I want to challenge you,” Mrs. Hahn
told the women at the conference.
“Learn your faith. Understand your
faith. Embrace it,” she said. “Find out
why you believe what you believe, because you need the knowledge, but also
because your children and your grandchildren need to know why we believe
what we believe.”
“I became a Catholic because it’s
what I believed,” she said.
The Women’s Conference featured
Mass celebrated by Bishop Ronald
Gainer; the offertory collection benefitted the Silence of Mary Home in Harrisburg, which supports the poor and
disadvantaged. The day also included
time for the Sacrament of Penance
and Reconciliation, Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament, praise and worship
music by Women at the Well, and three
sessions of breakout workshops.
Next year’s conference is planned
for Oct. 14; watch The Witness and the
diocesan Web site at www.hbgdiocese.
org next summer for details.

Diocese’s Annual
Catechetical Conference
Saturday, November 12 from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
“Jesus, I Trust in You: Catechists Leading
Others to the Truth, Love and Mercy of Christ”

Principal Celebrant and Homilist
of the Mass: Bishop Ronald Gainer
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Marcellino D’Ambrosio,
noted Catholic speaker and best-selling author
Cost of the conference is $30 per person, and includes
keynote address, workshop session, Mass, vendors and
lunch. Registration is available online at www.
hbgdiocese.org/cat_conference. For additional information, contact Jim Gontis, Diocesan Director of Religious
Education, at 717-657-4804, ext. 227, or jgontis@
hbgdiocese.org.
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bishops and members of the Diocesan
Encuentro teams. The U.S. Bishops’
Subcommittee on Hispanic Affairs and
Committee on Cultural Diversity in the
Church will then develop a national pastoral plan for the Hispanic Community to
be implemented by 2020.
Over the past 45 years, Encuentro has
been a catalyst for developing ministries
among the Hispanic community.
The first, in 1972, led to the creation
of the Secretariat for Hispanic Affairs; II
Encuentro in the mid 1970s led to regional offices for the secretariat. The third
Encuentro in the early 1980s resulted in
the National Pastoral Plan for Hispanic
Ministry, giving dioceses and parishes
a clearer vision for ministry. Encuentro
2000 increased the Church’s appreciation
of its cultural diversity. In 2005, the first
National Encuentro for Hispanic Youth
and Young Adult Ministry opened avenues to minister to and with the Hispanic
young Church.
V Encuentro will be a paradigm shift,
said Father Rodriguez.
“In a real way, this is a call to action”
for the Church and for the Hispanic Catholic community, he said.
“The Church must engage them and
call them to action. The Church needs
to address the discipleship of the Hispanic faithful and say, ‘You belong. This
is what you are called to do. You have
a presence, you have a gift, now get involved,” Father Rodriguez remarked.
“And the Hispanic community has to
make that shift, and not just come to the
Church to care for their needs,” he continued. “The Hispanic community must
say, ‘We are the Church. We are disciples, we are missionaries, we are activists, we are teachers, we are musicians,
we are lectors, we are parents, we are
priests to serve.”
According to the USCCB’s Subcom-
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A woman in prayer at the Diocesan Hispanic Heritage Mass celebrated in September. The V Encuentro will examine ways to make the faith more accessible to
Hispanic Catholics, and methods of encouraging Hispanic Catholics to use their
gifts to take an active role in the Church.

Bishop Gainer’s
Public Calendar
• October 29 – Attend Installation of Bishop Barbara Jean Collins, Zion
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Sunbury, 1:30 p.m.
• October 30 – Celebrate Mass in the Extraordinary Form, St. Joseph
Church, Lancaster, 1:30 p.m.
• November 1 – Celebrate Mass for the 35th Anniversary of Saint Paul the
Apostle Church, Annville, 7 p.m.
• November 2 – Celebrate Mass and Stewardship Visit, Our Lady of
Lourdes Regional School, Coal Township, 9 a.m.
• November 3 – Sacrament of Confirmation, St. John Neumann Church,
Lancaster, 7 p.m.
• November 5 – Keynote Address at Allentown Men’s Conference,
DeSales University, Center Valley, Pa.
• November 6 – Knights of Columbus Memorial Mass, St. Patrick
Cathedral, Harrisburg, 9:30 a.m.
• November 7 – Attend the LARC Day of Dialogue, Cardinal Keeler
Center, Harrisburg, 9 a.m.
• November 10 – Sacrament of Confirmation, St. Joseph Church, Hanover,
7 p.m.
• November 12 – Celebrate Mass at Diocesan Catechetical Conference,
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 9:15 a.m.; Celebrate Mass Celebrating
the Gifts of Persons with Disabilities, St. Margaret Mary Church, Harrisburg,
5 p.m.; Attend the Holy Spirit Hospital Share the Spirit Gala, Appalachian
Harley Davidson, Mechanicsburg, 6:30 p.m.
• November 13 – Celebrate Mass for the Solemn Closing of the Year of
Mercy, St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 9:30 a.m.

mittee on Hispanic Affairs, 2011 statistics
list the U.S. Catholic population at more
than 68.2 million, representing 22.9 percent of the total population of the United
States. The Hispanic population as of
2011 was 52 million, 16.7 percent of the
nation’s total population. Hispanics constitute about 60 percent of all Catholics
under the age of 18 in the United States.
It’s a demographic that continues to
grow, and one that the Church must
reach, Father Rodriguez said.
“If the Church doesn’t engage and
doesn’t call them to action, the culture
will swallow them up,” he said. If the
Church doesn’t embrace their giftedness,
they’re going to fall away to something
else. The evangelizing forces of other denominations reach out to them very effectively.”
This is why the Diocesan Encuentro
Team is reaching out to parishes and pastors to strategize ways to make the faith
more accessible to Hispanic Catholics,
who are present throughout the entire
diocese.
“Hispanic Catholics are in every county of our diocese, and in every town from
Mount Carmel to Waynesboro,” Father
Rodriguez said. “For the priests, we’re
looking at a re-infusion of their desire
and call to meet all the needs of the people of God.”
In a 2014 message looking toward V
Encuentro, Alejandro Aguilera-Titus, Assistant Director of the USCCB’s Subcommittee on Hispanic Affairs, expressed:
“The V Encuentro has all the potential
to be another watershed experience that
provides the Church with the clarity, enthusiasm and means it needs to adequately respond to the Hispanic presence so
that, in turn, Hispanic/Latino Catholics
can continue to respond as members of
the Church in the United States for generations to come.”
(Learn more about Hispanic Ministry
in the Diocese of Harrisburg, and about
V Encuentro, at www.hbgdiocese.org/
hispanicministry.)

Clergy Announcement
The Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer, Bishop of Harrisburg, has made the
following appointment:
Effective Immediately:
The Reverend Robert M. Gillelan, Jr., from Secretary for Clergy and Consecrated Life to Sabbatical leave.

Lutheran-Anglican-Roman Catholic
Day of Dialogue
“Rooted in Common Ground:
Our Universal Call to Care for Creation”
Monday, November 7, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Keynote Speaker: Stephanie Clary, Mission Outreach and
Communication Coordinator for the Diocese of Burlington, Vt.
Integral ecology is a key concept in Pope Francis’ 2015 encyclical, Laudato
Si’. This idea that the entire created world is intricately connected and mutually dependent significantly informs a Christian perspective on creation care.
Our 2016 LARC Day of Dialogue will focus on the place of the human within
the created world and the Christian response to the biblical call to care for our
common home. Ms. Clary will explore the inherent embeddedness of ecological consciousness within Christianity, approaches to living ecologically ethical lives, and connections between initiatives of eco-justice and social justice.
Cost of the day (includes lunch) is $30 per person, $50 for two registrations
from the same parish, and $20 each for three of more registrations from the
same parish. Register online at www.hbgdiocese.org/larc or make checks payable to Diocese of Harrisburg with LARC in the memo line to 2016 LARC
Day, Office for Ecumenism, Diocese of Harrisburg, 4800 Union Deposit Rd.,
Harrisburg PA 17111.
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God Thirsts for Us
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness
Some time ago, I was delighted to spend some time at a local parish’s carnival.
This parish event was the fund-raiser of the year as well as a moment in which the
entire community celebrated its ethnic roots in the German culture. I was amazed to
experience the winding lines as people waited to purchase funnel
cakes and potato pancakes. In moments like this, I absolutely
love to “people gaze.” It was at this moment when I was completely amused by
Thoughts
a young couple and their three-year-old
from
a Catholic
boy.
Evangelist
Justin, the boy, without the use of
Sister
Geralyn
words, communicated to his parents that
he wanted an ice cream cone as well as
Schmidt, SCC
a gulp of soda. I watched as his mother
handed him the straw and he took a couple of sips on it, as well as when she asked the person in the ice
cream booth to give them the smallest cone possible.
As Justin was handed the cone, I watched as he began to suck on the top of the ice
cream. In a matter of minutes, because of the hot summer sun, the ice cream began
to melt down his face, his hands and his arms. Patiently, his mom and dad showed
him how to lick the sides of the cone to prevent the incurring mess. Undaunted, he
just sucked on the top of the ice cream. By his body language he seemed to be saying, “You eat your ice cream cone the way that you do; I’ll eat mine like this.”
I watched as his dad, with a twinge of exasperation, bent down, grabbed the cone
and licked the sides of it. Justin’s reaction was instant. He wailed at the kidnapping
of his cone, quieted to receive it back and then wailed again when he discovered
some of it was missing. I could not help laughing at this tiny boy’s ability to communicate his displeasure.
I thought of this as I sat down and begin to write once again over the corporal
works of mercy: feed the hungry and give drink to the thirsty.
Our hunger and thirst for God lies at the very root of our being. It is the way God
created us; to hunger and thirst after Him. We are made to dine on scrumptious
spiritual steak and potatoes found in God’s Word as well as His sacraments. Just as
fast food can dull our desire for nutritious food, being filled with things that are not
of God can dull our spiritual hunger and thirst.
I can see in my mind’s eye you all shaking your head and whispering, “Yes!”
But, have you ever really, really thought about God’s thirsting and hungering after
you? Yes, YOU, individually, as you are. God, the Creator of the entire universe,
actually seeks a relationship with you.
Remember the story of the woman at the well in which Jesus asks a publically
known sinner for a drink? He tells her, “If you knew the gift of God!” (John 4) As
the Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us, “…Christ comes to meet every
human being. It is he who first seeks us and asks us for a drink. Jesus thirsts; his
asking arises from the depths of God’s desire for us. Whether we realize it or not,
prayer is the encounter of God’s thirst with ours. God thirsts that we may thirst for
him.” (CCC 2560)
Read that last sentence again: “God thirsts that we may thirst for him.” In my
mind, this is connected to the words, “I thirst” that Jesus proclaimed from the cross.
(John 19) Yes, “I thirst” was indeed a proof that in his humanity, Christ truly died.
But, it also resonates with the fact that he hungered and thirsted for our redemption.
He hungered and thirsted for our hearts, our entire being to once again resonate
with the “heart” of Trinitarian love. He was willing to die to bring that about! What
amazing love!
In the story of the little boy above, I watched as the father reached down to “fix”
the mess his son made. Despite this act of love, Justin did not readily appreciate it.
Don’t we do the same thing? Jesus walked the earth to not only teach us but to show
us God’s love and mercy. How often do we find ourselves complaining and wanting
to live life apart from total dependence on God? Just like Justin, we grunt, “I can do
it MY WAY!”
It is my prayer that we experience the Father’s love for us in this Jubilee Year of
Mercy.
Does anyone want to enjoy some ice cream with me?
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for Wives in the
Diaconate Program. An educator for 29 years, she is responsible for Professional
Development Programs for every age learner. Through her presentations, she challenges her audiences to be the individual God has called them to be.)
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Beyond the Headlines:
Healing for Sexual
Abuse Survivors
Pennsylvania Catholic Conference
The first response that a survivor of childhood sexual abuse receives when
revealing what happened to him or her is crucial for opening the door toward
healing.
“I believe you.”
“It is not your fault.”
“I am sorry that happened to you.”
The news of grand jury investigations and a renewed push to punish the
Catholic Church with a retroactive removal of the civil statutes of limitations
often overlooks and drowns out an important message about the Church’s
support and assistance for survivors and their families.
The Catholic community is committed to encouraging healing among sexual abuse survivors and their families; and offers lifelong resources, including counseling, addiction treatment, and other services. Every diocese has
a survivor/victims services professional on staff to listen, learn about their
trauma, and encourage survivors in their own time to get support. This is not
ordered by the court; it is the Church’s initiative to address the harm, pain,
and anger caused by child sexual abuse.
The Church has repeatedly acknowledged abuse that happened and its
role in the ongoing suffering experienced by survivors and their loved ones.
While recognizing and respecting that every individual must take his or her
own personal journey toward healing, the Church is committed to offering
assistance. We will provide continuous resources for survivors and their
families so they can have access counseling, addiction treatment, medications and other necessary support services.
In addition to support for survivors, the Catholic dioceses of Pennsylvania
adhere to strict safe environment practices, including training for employees,
clergy, and volunteers in identifying and responding to signs of abuse. Our
dioceses enforce a zero-tolerance policy for clergy, employees, and volunteers accused of abuse. The dioceses have already reported these allegations
to local district attorneys and have now they have also shared them with
the Pennsylvania attorney general’s office. Credible allegations of misconduct result in permanent removal from ministry, no matter how long ago the
abuse took place. Every adult who interacts with children — including clergy, employees, and volunteers — is subject to thorough background checks.
To find Catholic child protection and victim/survivor support
services in Pennsylvania, visit http://www.pacatholic.org/
victim-assistance-in-pennsylvania/.
The Church cares very much about healing for survivors of abuse. We take
responsibility for what happened in the Church and take great precautions to
protect children. The emotional outcry for the Church to make things right
for past victims is understandable. Survivors do not need retroactive lawsuits
to get support from the Catholic Church.
(The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference is the public affairs arm of Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops and the Catholic dioceses of Pennsylvania. Follow the PCC online at www.pacathoilc.org, on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/PACatholic, and on Twitter at www.twitter.com/pacatholic.)

To report suspected
abuse of a minor,
call the toll free
PA Child Abuse Hotline at:
1-800-932-0313.
To report suspected abuse
of a minor by a church
official, employee or
volunteer, also please call
the diocesan toll
free hotline at:
1-800-626-1608
or email:
ReportAbuse@
hbgdiocese.org
For more information, visit
www.HbgDiocese.org/
protect
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October is Respect Life Month

Bridges of Mercy for Post-Abortion Healing
USCCB Respect Life Program
Maria* was going back to Church after her second-grader
enrolled in First Communion classes. She didn’t know what to
say to her daughter after being asked why she didn’t go to Communion.
Maria had an abortion in her teens and felt that she couldn’t
go to Confession because she had committed an “unforgivable
sin.”
Li* and his wife, Vanessa*, were attending counseling to address problems in their marriage. Li decided to finally tell Vanessa that, while in college, he had taken his former girlfriend to
get an abortion. Vanessa was devastated.
Jennifer* comes from a large, pro-life family that is active
in their parish. At the funeral of her devout, beloved mother,
Jennifer was despondent beyond the grief of her loss. Jennifer
couldn’t stop thinking that her mother in heaven would now
discover the secret she had kept for thirty years: the existence of
a granddaughter, whom Jennifer had aborted in college because
she was too ashamed to tell her parents about her pregnancy.
When Darryl* started attending a parish men’s prayer group,
he began to feel more connected than ever to his faith. But with
his increasing engagement, he began to wonder whether God
would really forgive him for encouraging and paying for the
abortion of his only child.
Maria, Vanessa, Li, Jennifer, and Darryl are among the tens of
millions of Americans whose lives have been directly touched
by abortion. Like so many others, they have experienced shame,
regret, guilt, and unhealthy secrets. But as they have also experienced, God’s healing love and mercy are always possible.
While many Catholics want to help women and men heal
from past abortions, most don’t know how to begin. Here are
a few ways that Catholics of different backgrounds can assist
friends, family members, fellow parishioners, clients—or perhaps even themselves:
• If you are like Jennifer, who had an abortion, read the
words of St. John Paul II to women who have had abortions. Be
assured that it is never too late to seek God’s forgiveness in the
Sacrament of Reconciliation and that “you can with sure hope
entrust your child” to the Father and his mercy (Evangelium
Vitae 99).
• If you know someone like Maria who has had an abortion, express your sympathy for her loss. Assure her of God’s
unconditional love, and encourage her to seek healing and forgiveness. Explain that the Church’s Project Rachel Ministry for
post-abortion healing can help. (www.HopeAfterAbortion.org)
• If you are a priest who fears alienating parishioners, be
confident that you can preach on pro-life issues with sensitivity
as long as your message reminds the congregation that no matter

how serious the sin, God longs to forgive every repentant heart.
Many who have participated in abortion like Maria, Li, Jennifer, or Darryl believe they have committed the “unforgivable
sin.” Your preaching can be a unique channel of God’s mercy
for them, inviting them to the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
• If you are a parish faith formation leader, become aware
of the potential pastoral encounters with those hurting from past
abortions like Maria or Darryl. Work with your pastor to include
catechesis on forgiveness and reconciliation.
• If you are a member of your parish pro-life committee,
remember those who may be suffering like Jennifer or Li. Regularly highlight information about Project Rachel Ministry and
post-abortion healing using bulletins, bulletin boards, literature
racks, parish webpages and e-newsletters, and any other appropriate means of communication.
• If you are actively involved in public pro-life advocacy
which people like Jennifer may encounter, remember to communicate with messages that are respectful, non-judgmental,
and compassionate.
• If you are a mental health professional who works with
couples like Vanessa and Li, strive to learn more about postabortion issues and how those you are serving may be affected.
• If you are trying to be a devout parent like Jennifer’s
mother was, remind your children frequently that you love them
unconditionally. Promise they can always come to you when
they are troubled or have done something wrong.
• If you belong to a religious community, you can help people like Maria, Vanessa, Li, Jennifer, Darryl, and others by regularly praying for all who are in need of post-abortion healing.
• If you don’t specifically know anyone in circumstances
similar to those of the people mentioned, you still have an important mission. Keep all who suffer from post-abortion pain
in your prayers, and commit yourself to being an instrument
of mercy. Show by your example what it means to ask for and
extend forgiveness.

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat
for Post-Abortion Healing
December 2-4, 2016, in York
This retreat is an opportunity to examine your abortion experience, identify the ways that the loss has impacted you in
the past and present, and help to acknowledge any unresolved
feelings that many struggle with after abortion. Because of
the emotional numbness and secrecy that often surrounds an
abortion experience, conflicting emotions both during and
after the event may remain unresolved. These buried feel-

All of us are sinners. Yet Pope Francis calls mercy a “bridge
that connects God and man, opening our hearts to the hope of
being loved forever despite our sinfulness” (Misericordiae Vultus 2). The Holy Father also reminds us, “As the Father loves,
so do his children. Just as he is merciful, so we are called to be
merciful to each other” (MV 9). Life is a gift from God and so
is his mercy. May we cherish and promote both!
*All names have been changed to protect the privacy of those
mentioned.
(Reprinted from Respect Life Program copyright 2016, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All
rights reserved. For additional information and resources for
Respect Life Month, visit www.usccb.org/respectlife.)
ings can surface later and may be symptoms of post-abortion
trauma.
Married couples, mothers, fathers, grandparents and siblings of aborted children, as well as persons who have been
involved in the abortion industry have come to Rachel’s
Vineyard in search of peace and inner healing. The weekend
is a lot of work but yields a fruitful harvest for all who are
willing to labor there.
Please accept this gift of healing as only our Lord can
offer. Come and let the healing begin. Please Contact Joy
or Becky at 717-788-4959 or Rvpamd@gmail.com or
Undefeatedcourage@gmail.com.

Every Suicide is Tragic
USCCB Respect Life Program
Proponents of doctor-assisted suicide try to draw a sharp distinction between those with a mental illness who want to end
their lives and those with a terminal illness who express the
same wish. They even insist we should not call the latter “suicide,” contrary to the plain meaning of the word. This is a tragically false distinction with far-reaching consequences.
Doctor-Assisted Suicide
Abandons Vulnerable Individuals
Even among terminally ill patients, a request to die is nearly
always a cry for help. This request is a distress signal indicating
that something in the patient’s condition—at the medical, psychological, or social level—has not been adequately attended
to.
Studies show that the desire for death in terminally ill individuals generally correlates with both physical pain and poor
social support. When comfort or relief is offered in the form
of more adequate treatment for depression, better pain management, or more comprehensive palliative care, the desire for
death typically vanishes. In the Netherlands, for example, the
request for “hastened death” was withdrawn by 85% of patients
when their symptoms were better controlled.
Suicidal individuals—with or without a terminal illness—
typically do not want to die; they want to escape what they
perceive to be an intolerable situation, and they inaccurately
believe that suicide is their only way out. The patient requesting
assisted suicide is often asking, “Does anyone want me to be
alive, or care enough to talk me out of this request and support
me through this difficult time?”
Among terminally ill individuals, a request to die is often
associated with a potentially treatable mental disorder such as
depression or anxiety. Yet alarmingly, in Oregon, where assisted
suicide has been legal since 1997, fewer than 5% of individuals
who die by assisted suicide are ever referred for psychiatric or
psychological evaluation to rule out the most common causes of
suicidal thinking—and the percentage of those receiving such
an evaluation is steadily decreasing.

Doctor-Assisted Suicide Enables Suicide
While individuals who are at risk for suicide often contemplate and formulate suicidal plans, and some may show warning
signs, they are often ambivalent about ending their lives. The
actual suicide attempt is often done impulsively, in the midst of
an acute crisis or while intoxicated or emotionally distressed.
A journalist tracked down the few dozen individuals who survived jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge, which is the #1 suicide spot in the world. He asked them what was going through
their minds in the four seconds between jumping off the bridge
and hitting the water. Every one of them responded that they
regretted the decision to jump. One man said, “I realized that
all the problems in my life that I thought were unsolvable were
actually solvable—except for having just jumped.” To abandon
individuals who have lost hope—under the guise of “respecting
their autonomy”—is irresponsible.
Furthermore, completing a suicide generally requires not just
intent (which typically waxes and wanes over time) but also
easy access to means. People tend to fixate on one specific plan.
If that particular method isn’t readily available, they typically
don’t choose an alternative method; they choose to live. But assisted suicide increases access to a ready means to end one’s life
for those who are especially vulnerable due to a terminal illness.
Doctor-Assisted Suicide Escalates Suicide
Advocates of assisted suicide claim it is a private decision, an
exercise in personal autonomy that does not affect others. But
there is a well-studied “social contagion” aspect to the behavior
that can’t be ignored.
A recent study, which controlled for other factors that could
account for the rise, showed that the permissive assisted suicide
laws in Oregon and Washington have caused at least a 6% rise
in overall suicide rates in those states. Additional data, although
limited, enhances this distressing picture. After suicide rates
had declined in Oregon in the 1990s, they rose dramatically
there between 2000 and 2010—the years following the legalization of assisted suicide in 1997. By 2012, suicide rates in
Oregon were 42% higher than the national average.
We know that suicide is among the health-related behaviors
that tend to spread from person to person. When a person ends
his or her life, it can affect the choices of that person’s friends,
as well as the choices of people at least three degrees of sep-

aration away: the friends of his or her friends’ friends. Additionally, publicized cases of suicide lead to clusters of copycat
cases—known in social science as the Werther Effect. A 2003
Swiss study, for example, showed evidence of suicide contagion following media reports of doctor-assisted suicide. No one
is an island.
Legalizing Doctor-Assisted Suicide Wrongly
Communicates That Some Lives are not Worth Living
Finally, the law itself is a teacher. Our laws shape cultural
attitudes toward certain behaviors and influence social norms.
Laws permitting assisted suicide communicate the message
that, under especially difficult circumstances, some lives are
not worth living. This tragically false message will be heard not
only by those with a terminal illness, but by any person struggling with the temptation to end his or her life.
Every suicide is tragic. We don’t discourage suicide by assisting suicide.
(Reprinted from Respect Life Program copyright 2016, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All
rights reserved. For additional information and resources for
Respect Life Month, visit www.usccb.org/respectlife.)
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Stay Local, with our Diocesan Schools’ Fall Play Preview
Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness
You don’t have to travel to New York City this fall
for a theater production; support a diocesan Catholic
school and see one of their fall plays. Choose between
drama or comedy, or see them all! The following high
schools are offering fall plays this year:
The Bishop McDevitt Players will be performing
“The Man Who Came to Dinner” November 11-13.
The show starts at 7 p.m. and tickets are $10 for adults
and $5 for students and seniors. This comedy, created
by playwrights George Kaufman and Moss Hart, will
have you laughing in your seat as you watch Sheridan
Whiteside, a witty radio personality, create a comical
plot triangle to keep his secretary from leaving him.
They are at the home of a well-to-do factory owner,
Ernest Stanely, and what was to be one dinner at the
Stanley’s turns into a long and comical over-welcomed stay after Sheridan is injured in a fall on ice.
Join York Catholic in a rendition of “The Christmas Carol” just in time to put you into the Christ-

mas spirit. The production will
be held on November
18 and 19 at 7 p.m.
and November 20
at 2 p.m. in the
high school auditorium.
Join
Jacob Marley and
his ghostly friends
as they attempt to
renew the Christmas
spirit of the miserly Ebenenzer Scrooge. This not too scary, family-friendly
adaptation of Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol”
includes all of your favorite characters with some new
twists. Reminisce with Scrooge as he remembers his
childhood, laugh with the Cratchits as they make the
best of their meager Christmas feast, sing along with
an ensemble of carolers and townspeople and rejoice
as you enjoy the magic, wonder, and spirit of Christmas. Tickets are available at the door at a cost of $5
for adults, $3 for senior citizens, and $2 for children
under 12. There is a family maximum of $14.

Bazaars and Craft Fairs
Our Lady Help of Christians Parish Council of Catholic
Women in Lykens is holding its annual Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, November 5, from 9 a.m.-6 p.m. at Our Lady’s Parish
Hall. Come join us for great food, chance stands, jewelry,
crafts, games for the children, and a baked goods sale.
St. James Parish in Lititz is hosting its annual Christmas Bazaar on Friday ,November 18 from 4-8p.m. and
Saturday, November 19 from 8 a.m.-7 p.m. Come, shop,
eat and enjoy holiday spirit and merriment! Featured
items include beautiful hand-made crafts, Christmas
wreaths, floral arrangements, and knitted items. Our popular raffle includes 4 prizes including $1,000 cash! Bring the
whole family and savor the food at St. James Cafe including homemade soups, sandwiches and pierogies. Cafe hours
are Friday 4-8 p.m., Saturday morning 8-10:30 a.m. and lunch
Saturday 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Our delicious Ham and Turkey dinner
is Saturday 5-7 p.m. with tickets sold at the door. Don’t miss out on this wonderful event. St. James is located at 505 Woodcrest Avenue in Lititz, Pa. For
information, call the church office at 717-626-5580.
Annual Winter Bazaar at St. Benedict the Abbot Parish in Lebanon.
Something for everyone, homemade candy, variety of foods, homemade soups,
baked goods, crafts and theme baskets. Join us on November 12 from 8 a.m.-1
p.m. at St. Benedict the Abbot Social Hall, 1300 Lehman Street. For more information, call Midge at 717-269-0785.
The St. Joan of Arc Council of Catholic Women will hold their Annual
Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, November 5, from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. in the school
cafeteria located at 359 W. Areba Avenue in Hershey. Grandma’s attic treasures,
flea market items, baked goods, jewelry, crafts, religious items, Christmas decorations and toys. Chances will be sold to win baskets of unique gifts. Breakfast
and lunch will also be available. Please join us to find some great bargains and
enjoy some good food.
Corpus Christi Parish in Chambersburg - Holiday Craft Fair, sponsored
by the Corpus Christi Council of Catholic Women, will be held on Saturday,
November 5 from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Corpus Christi Parish Center, 279 North
2nd Street, Chambersburg. There are 24 vendors with a variety of unique hand
sewn items, crafts, jewelry, home decor, baked goods, A&B Religious Shop
and much more. Enjoy a delicious breakfast sandwich, warm lunch and a decadent dessert from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. For more information, contact Kathy at 717352-7354.
St. Francis Xavier Gift Fair and Holiday Bazaar, November 12 from 8
a.m.-2:30 p.m. at Xavier Center, 465 Table Rock Road, Gettysburg. Local vendors and artisans, Fair Trade gifts, coffees, teas, and chocolates. Holiday gifts,
baked goods, and religious articles. Café offering breakfast and lunch items.
Door prizes, bucket raffles, 50/50 drawing and multi-item raffle. Free admission. Call 717-334-0333 or visit www.sfxpccw.org.
St. Columba’s 12th annual Craft and Food Festival will be held on Saturday, November 19 in the gym and school on the corner of 3rd and Iron Streets,
Bloomsburg. Catch the spirit of the season as you shop a variety of craft vendors and enjoy homemade food. The popular Dollar Tree and Silent Auction are
some highlights of the events. Music will delight you. Join us for a wonderful
event that benefits St. Columba School. For questions, please call church office,
570-784-0801 or school office, 570-784-5932.
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Abbottstown will hold its annual
Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, Nov. 19, from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. in the parish social
hall. Come and enjoy a day of fun, food and yummy treats. Find unique gifts for
everyone on your Christmas list!

Lancaster Catholic’s Fine and Performing Arts
Department presents the musical “Godspell” on November 16, 17, 18 at 7:30 p.m. and November 19 at
2 p.m. Join as students perform a series of parables
in a variety of modern music. Admission is $15 for
reserved seating, $13 for adult general admission and
$7 for student general admission. Watch as the bible
takes on life through students performing as various
parables “according to St. Matthew” in a whimsical
musical.
Delone Catholic will “trap” their audience this year
with their production of the murder mystery, “Mouse
Trap.” Performances will be held on November 18
and 19 at 7:30 p.m. and November 20 at 2:30 p.m.
Witnesses of a murder heard someone whistling the
nursery rhyme “Three Blind Mice” just before they
heard the screams of the victim. Later, Mollie and
Giles Ralston prepare for the opening of their manor
(hotel), and soon find that the manor is somehow connected to the murder. The play moves you through in
a who-done-it style with twist and turns to keep you
guessing.

Divine Redeemer Parish in Mount Carmel will host a Christmas faire on
Saturday, November 12, from 11a.m. to 6 p.m. at Divine Redeemer Office/St.
Peter’s Church Hall located at 438 West Avenue, Mount Carmel and Divine
Mercy Hall located at 400 Block West Cherry Street, Mount Carmel. Fabulous homemade foods, beverages and baked goods, crafters and vendors, raffles. New this year is a Children’s Chinese
Auction for those ages 5 to 12. Join us for a fun-filled day.
St. Mary’s Women’s Societies from Immaculate Conception BVM Parish in York present their annual Holiday
Bazaar on Saturday, November 12 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and Sunday, November 13 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the
St. Mary’s Parish Hall, 309 S. George St. York. There is
something for everyone! Loads of homemade crafts, attic treasures, Book Nook, Santa’s Shop, raffles, bake table,
homemade candy, Mrs. Claus’ Kitchen and, for the kids, a
Gingerbread House Workshop. Plenty of great gift ideas and
stocking stuffers. All are welcome. For more information, please
call the parish office at 717-845-7629.
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary School in McSherrystown will hold its Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, November 5 from 8 a.m2 p.m. in the school auditorium, 316 North Street, McSherrystown. Raffle
items, silent auction, outside wood decorations, hand painted crafts, decorated
wreaths, table decorations, handmade items, filled gift baskets -- children’s too.
New feature: Live Nativity scene held by our 8th graders and class baskets for
raffle.
The Council of Catholic Women of St. Andrew the Apostle Parish in
Waynesboro will hold their 5th Annual Christmas Bazaar and Craft Show on
Saturday, November 5 from 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. in the school hall located at
213 E Main St., Waynesboro (corner of N. Broad & E Main St, parking in the
church lot off Broad St.) All handmade crafts, food/bake sale table, lunch of
homemade soup and breadsticks served from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m.
St. John the Baptist in New Freedom will host a Christmas Bazaar and
Gifts for all seasons November 4 from 6 p.m.-8 p.m.; November 5 from 8 a.m.4 pm.; and November 6 from 9 a.m.- 1 p.m. Join them for raffles and silent
auctions, handmade Christmas craft items, international table, vintage table,
garden table, secret Santa shop for kids and make a gingerbread house and
much more!
The Council of Catholic Women of St. Paul the Apostle Parish in Annville will have their Annual Holiday Bazaar Saturday at 8 a.m. November
19 in the Parish Social Hall. Available will be hand crafted items of jewelry,
wooden articles, sewn, knitted, and crocheted articles of caps, scarves, mittens,
slippers, Thanksgiving and Christmas decorations, and other gift giving items.
You can contact Dot Perez 717-273-0747 or Mary Kreider 717-867-1548 if you
have any questions. Our “SWEET & BAKE SHOPPE” under the direction of
Theresa Sorrentino (717-838-0657) will have available homemade pies, cakes,
cookies, candy, jam/jellies, etc. All donations can be brought to the social hall
on Friday, November 18 up to 6 p.m.
The Council of Catholic Women of Holy Name of Jesus Church will hold
a Holiday Craft Show on Saturday, November 5 from 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. New vendors are always welcome! The event will be held in the School Gymnasium,
6150 Allentown Blvd., Harrisburg. Contact Mary Lou at 717-541-5273 or 717Mary Brokans at 545-5233.
St. Cecilia Parish in Lebanon will hold its annual Christmas Bazaar on
Saturday, Nov. 19, at the 750 State Drive Social Hall from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Walnut, poppyseed and apricot strudle, plus sugar cookies, will be available. Also,
homemade candies and caramels, gift baskets, jewelry and handbag boutique,
chance booth, flea market items crafts and needlework, and a Christmas booth.
Light lunch will be served, including a variety of soups. Come join us for a fun
day and bring a friend.

October 28, 2016 • The Catholic Witness - 7

Pope Chooses Youth, Vocational
Discernment as Theme for Next Synod
ing themselves to an encounter with God and with men and
women, and actively participatFollowing up on the Synod of
ing in the building of the church
Bishops on the family, a synod in
and society,” the Vatican said.
2018 will focus on accompanyGreg Burke, Vatican spokesing young people on the path of
man, told journalists Oct. 6
faith and in discerning their vocathat the synod will focus on the
tions, the Vatican said.
transmission of faith and helping
Pope Francis chose “Young
young people make their “spiripeople, faith and vocational distual decision” to choose marriage
cernment” as the theme for the
or religious life.
15th general assembly of the
According to the statement, the
Synod of Bishops, which will be
pope chose the theme after conheld in October 2018, the Vatican
sulting the bishops’ conferences,
announced Oct. 6.
the Eastern Catholic churches
The theme of young people and
and the men’s Union of Superitheir path of discernment is a conors General. He also consulted
tinuation of “what emerged from
with bishops and cardinals who
the recent” synod on the family
took part in the previous synod of
and the pope’s apostolic exhortaEMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
bishops.
tion “Amoris Laetitia” on family Youth from the Diocese Harrisburg kneel in Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at the outdoor
The council helping to prepare
vigil during this summer’s World Youth Day celebration with Pope Francis in Krakow, Poland.
life, a Vatican statement said.
the next synod assembly includes
The synod will look at the best
two North Americans: Canadian
ways to accompany young people on their path toward maturity and providing a pro- Cardinal Marc Ouellet, prefect of the Congregation for Bishops; and Archbishop
cess of discernment so “they may discover their life plan and fulfill it with joy, open- Charles J. Chaput of Philadelphia.
By Junno Arocho Esteves
Catholic News Service

Chicago Priest Lands in Black Eyed Peas’
Video for Violent World in Need of Love
Faith is important in his family and he was asking his mother why religions are fighting one another.
“And if I’m going to show an image there I’m going to
When you watch the Black Eyed Peas’ new video vershow how we were raised. I don’t want to have a random
sion of “Where Is the Love?” the first person you see after
person. I don’t want to have a random celebrity. That’s a perfrontman will.i.am is Father Don Woznicki, a priest from the
sonal thing for me. It’s like building blocks to how I was conArchdiocese of Chicago.
figured.”
A random phone call landed the priest in the video. On a
The lyric that’s playing when Father Woznicki’s image
hot July day in Los Angeles, where Father Woznicki minappears is, “Would you practice what you preach? Would
isters to the entertainment industry, the priest answered his
you turn the other cheek again?” Will.i.am added the word
phone at Christ the King Parish in Hollywood.
“again” on this version.
“It was from will.i.am’s studio, which is about three blocks
“The Bible says to turn the other cheek. OK, how many
away,” the priest told the Catholic New World, Chicago’s
times?”
he asked. “From that perspective, I don’t get why we
archdiocesan newspaper. “They said would you be interested
still
fight.
You’re supposed to turn the other cheek as many
in being in a Black Eyed Peas video? My initial thought was
times
as
you
are supposed to.”
that I’m not a good dancer. But I said sure.”
Will.i.am
believes
it was a “call from above” that prompted
CNS/BLACK EYED PEAS
In 2008, with the permission of Chicago Cardinal Francis
Father
Don
Woznicki
is
shown
as
the
group
to
do
a
new
version of “Where Is the Love?” now
E. George, Father Woznicki moved to Los Angeles to develhe
appears
in
a
2016
video
of
the
when the world has seen so much violent tragedy.
op a ministry to the entertainment industry. He is currently
song “Where Is the Love?” by the
Back in 2001, his grandmother played a big part in guiding
going through the incardination process for the Los Angeles Black Eyed Peas. In 2008, with the
will.i.am and the Black Eyed Peas to respond to 9/11. They
Archdiocese.
permission of Chicago Cardinal
The Black Eyed Peas were filming a new version of “Where Francis E. George, Father Woznicki, had a tour that started Sept. 12 and considered postponing it
Is the Love?” to raise awareness of the violence going on a Chicago priest, moved out to Los because of the attacks. His grandmother told him they were
in the nation and world and to raise money for 16 charities Angeles to develop a ministry to given gifts by God as musicians and were called to respond
around recent tragedies such as those in Dallas and Orlando, those in the entertainment industry. in some positive way.
“My grandmother would always pray for us. I would alFlorida. The first version of “Where Is the Love?” was re- He is currently going through the
incardination process for the Los ways call my grandma when I would get on a plane and ask
leased following the 9/11 terrorist attacks.
my grandma for prayer,” he said. “So prayer in my family is
The video features dozens of celebrities, including Justin Angeles Archdiocese.
like breathing for us. I don’t want to speak for everybody in
Timberlake, Kendall Jenner, Mary J. Blige and Jamie Foxx.
It also includes other figures, like Dallas Police Chief David O. Brown and reli- the group. I grew up in a very spiritual family.”
His grandmother has since died, but will.i.am said he felt “the same type of
gious people such as a rabbi and Father Woznicki.
The day they called, the band’s producers asked Father Woznicki to come right anointing, the same type of guidance” around this version of the song. He conover to the studio for the filming. He arrived at the studio all sweaty from the siders her his “guardian that is pushing me to do this version as well.”
blistering heat.
He sees a world than now more than ever needs love, because “we’re all conThey showed him clips of the video they had so far and then asked him to sit nected with devices and disconnected with this device that’s keeping us alive
in a chair.
that’s called our heart, both physically and spiritually,” he explained.
“I thought they were just kind of testing me out but he [the director] goes,
All religions “are guiding you to live a better life. For some reasons, religions
‘OK, let’s do a take,’” said Father Woznicki, ordained a Chicago priest in 2002. can’t get along and church and state feud. State and media amplify something
“Something in me said I need to go through all the legalities of this. But then that’s been happening for centuries,” said will.i.am.
there was another part saying I needed to roll with this or I’m going to miss this
“If God has rules, then let God be the judge of that. We can’t. I practice what I
opportunity for the Church.”
preach by doing as much as I can,” he said, adding that one of his grandmother’s
It all happened quickly.
prayers in particular sticks with him. “She’d always say, ‘Forgive us for the sins
“One minute I’m in my office kind of stressed over some things and I’m sweat- that we’ve done, sins of omission and sins of commission – that you told us to
ing. The next thing I know I’m driving back and I’ve just been in what could be do and we did not do, and those that you told us not to do and we’ve done, fora big video,” Father Woznicki said.
give us from those sins.’ That was one of the prayers that sticks with me that my
It was a personal choice to have a priest at the beginning of the video, said grandma always said.”
will.i.am.
Having a video where various religious people can appear together asking the
“I’ve altered the lyric and it says, ‘Mama, mama, mama, tell us what the hell same question – “Where is the love?” – is a positive start, he said.
is going on. Why can’t we all just get along?’ The reason I wanted to put a priest
“It was important to have those figures in the video as well as police officers
right after I’m addressing my mama is because Mom brought us up with religion. and folks that served in the military as well as celebrities and common folk,” he
We were Apostolic and I didn’t want a random image when I’m talking to my added. “To have a balance of people in pursuit of love to ask the question how
did we get to the place where love is absent.”
mom,” will.i.am told the Catholic New World.
By Joyce Duriga
Catholic News Service
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Pastors and Peacemakers:
Pope Names 17 New Cardinals, Three from U.S.
Catholic News Service
Here are short biographical sketches of the 17 Churchmen Pope Francis announced he would induct into the
College of Cardinals Nov. 19. The cardinals-designate
are listed in the order in which Pope Francis announced
their names Oct. 9.
Italian Cardinal-designate Mario Zenari, 70, has
been nuncio to Syria since 2008, remaining in the country since the war started in March 2011. Although giving
a nuncio a red hat usually is a sign that the archbishop is
about to be transferred to head an archdiocese or department in the Roman Curia, Pope Francis said he will
remain nuncio in the “beloved and martyred” nation.
Ordained for the Diocese of Verona, Italy in 1970, he
has served in the Vatican diplomatic corps since 1980.
Insisting his nomination to the College of Cardinals is
primarily a sign of affection for the people of Syria, he
noted the cardinals’ red robes are “red like the innocent
blood shed” in Syria.
Cardinal-designate Dieudonne Nzapalainga of
Bangui, Central African Republic, is a member of the
Spiritan order and, at 49, will be the youngest member of
the College of Cardinals. Born in Mbomou, he prepared
for the priesthood in Central Africa Republic, Cameroon
and Gabon. He has been archbishop of Bangui since
2012 and is president of the nation’s bishops’ conference.
Along with a local imam and a Protestant leader, he cofounded the Interfaith Peace Platform to promote an end
to civil strife and ensure the conflict would not explode
into a sectarian war.
The press has described Cardinal-designate
Carlos Osoro Sierra of Madrid as “the Spanish
Francis,” for his openness to dialogue and his focus on
personal encounters with the poor. The 71-year-old was
a teacher who then entered a seminary for “late vocations” and was ordained in 1973 at the age of 28. Before
becoming bishop of Orense in 1997, much of his pastoral
work involved teaching, youth ministry and vocations
promotion. Pope Francis appointed him archbishop of
Madrid in 2014. Speaking to the press after the pope announced his intention to make the archbishop a cardinal,
he said, “To bring the joy of the Gospel, we must go out,
be with men and women, as he [Pope Francis] is doing.” The pope, he said, projects an image of the Church
that is far from the pageantry of the past, but is close to
people and open to discussing their questions. “That is
the way to evangelize,” he added.
Brazilian Cardinal-designate Sergio da Rocha of
Brasilia celebrated his 57th birthday Oct. 21. A moral
theologian by training, the archbishop was one of
three appointees Pope Francis chose to join the council
charged with following up on the 2014 and 2105 synods
of bishops on the family and with planning the next
synod, which will focus on youths and vocational discernment. St. John Paul II named him auxiliary bishop
of Fortaleza in 2001. Transferred to the Archdiocese of
Teresina, he served as archbishop there for three years
before Pope Benedict XVI named him archbishop of
Brasilia in 2011.
Cardinal-designate Blase J. Cupich of Chicago, 67,
joins an unbroken line of Chicago archbishops named
cardinal since the 1924 elevation of Archbishop George
W. Mundelein. A native of Omaha, Nebraska, he studied at the Pontifical North American College in Rome
and earned a doctorate in sacramental theology from
the Catholic University of America. Ordained to the
priesthood in 1975, he worked at the Vatican nunciature
in Washington, D.C., from 1981-87. St. John Paul II
named him bishop of Rapid City, South Dakota, in 1998
and Pope Benedict XVI named him bishop of Spokane,
Washington, 12 years later. Pope Francis named him
archbishop of Chicago in 2014.
Archbishop Patrick D’Rozario of Dhaka,
Bangladesh, is a 73-year-old member of the Congregation of the Holy Cross and will become the first ever
cardinal from Bangladesh. AsiaNews, a missionary news
agency reported, “Cardinal-designate D’Rozario learned
of his appointment while he was celebrating Mass in
Tejgaon parish. He was so overcome that at first he was
left utterly speechless. His emotion was manifested by
tears of joy welling up in his eyes.” Ordained to the
priesthood in 1972, he served as bishop of Rajshahi and
of Chittagong before Pope Benedict XVI named him
coadjutor archbishop of Dhaka in 2010. He became archbishop 11 months later and has served as president of the
Bangladesh bishops’ conference for five years.

CNS/PAUL HARING; BOB NICHOLS, CATHOLIC MOMENT; TYLER ORSBURN

Cardinals-designate Blase J. Cupich of Chicago, Joseph W. Tobin of Indianapolis and Kevin J. Farrell, prefect of
the new Vatican office for laity, family and life, are the three new U.S. cardinals named by Pope Francis Oct. 9.

Venezuelan Cardinal-designate Baltazar Porras
Cardozo, 72, told local news network Globovision his
appointment was “a call to hope and to overcome the
crisis today” in his country. Born in Caracas, he served
as a pastor and was involved with the Cursillo movement before he was named auxiliary bishop of Merida.
After his appointment as archbishop of the same diocese
by St. John Paul II in 1991, Archbishop Porras served
two consecutive terms as president of the Venezuelan
bishops’ conference and later was a vice-president of
CELAM, the Latin America bishops’ council.
Belgian Cardinal-designate Jozef De Kesel said he
was “surprised” when hearing news of his appointment
by Pope Francis Oct. 9. A theologian, Archbishop De
Kesel has authored numerous articles and books on the
Church and Christian life. He served as auxiliary bishop
of Malines-Brussels before his appointment as bishop of
Bruges by Pope Benedict XVI. He returned to MalinesBrussels after he was appointed archbishop by Pope
Francis. He serves as president of the Belgian bishops’
conference.
Like Pope Francis, Cardinal-designate Maurice Piat
of Port-Louis, Mauritius, hails from a place at “the end
of the world.” The 75-year-old, however, is no stranger
to the outside world, having entered the Congregation
of the Holy Spirit in Ireland and having completed his
theological studies in Rome. He also studied in Paris before returning to Mauritius and serving as a parish priest
for several years. Appointed coadjutor of the Diocese of
Port-Louis by St. John Paul II in 1991, Bishop Piat also
served as head of the Indian Ocean Bishops’ Conference and is a member of the Symposium of Episcopal
Conferences of Africa and Madagascar.
Irish-born U.S. Cardinal-designate Kevin J.
Farrell, 69, prefect of the newly created Dicastery for
Laity, Family and Life, had just begun to get settled
in Rome when Pope Francis announced he would be
a cardinal. “I am humbled by the news this morning,”
he said, asking for prayers “that I may to the best of
my ability fulfill this sacred duty to our Church.” Born
in Dublin, he was ordained to the priesthood in Rome
in 1978 as a member of the Legionaries of Christ, and
later was incardinated as a priest of the Archdiocese of
Washington. After serving in several parishes, he was
ordained an auxiliary bishop for the archdiocese in 2002
and five years later was named to head the Diocese of
Dallas. He is known as an outspoken leader on issues
such as gun control, abortion, the death penalty, immigration and religious liberty.
Mexican Cardinal-designate Carlos Aguiar Retes
of Tlalnepantla, 66, studied for the priesthood in his
native Tepic and at Montezuma Seminary in Nevada, a
seminary set up jointly by the bishops of Mexico and the
United States. He earned a doctorate in biblical theology from the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome.
Ordained a priest in 1973, he served as a parish priest,
rector of the seminary in Tepic and professor of Sacred
Scripture before his appointment as bishop of Texcoco
in 1997 by St. John Paul II. After being named archbishop of Tlalnepantla by Pope Benedict XVI, Archbishop
Aguiar Retes served as head of the Mexican bishop’s
conference for six years and, from 2011 to 2015, as
president of CELAM, the Latin American bishops’
council.
Cardinal-designate John Ribat of Port Moresby,
57, is Papua New Guinea’s first cardinal and the cur-

rent president of the Federation of the Catholic Bishops’ Conferences of Oceania. Ordained a priest of the
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart in 1985, he served
in several parishes in the Diocese of Bereina before
continuing his studies in Manila, Philippines. He served
as auxiliary bishop of Bereina before his appointment as
bishop of the diocese by St. John Paul II. He was named
archbishop of Port Moresby in 2008 and also served as
head of the Bishops’ Conference of Papua New Guinea
and the Solomon Islands from 2011 to 2014. Archbishop
Ribat was among several bishops who signed an appeal
in 2015 urging government leaders to reach an agreement on climate change.
Like several of his fellow appointees, Cardinaldesignate Joseph W. Tobin of Indianapolis, 64, said
he was “shocked beyond words” after Pope Francis
announced he would be a cardinal. A member of the
Redemptorist order and a Detroit native, he served as an
inner-city parish priest in his hometown and in Chicago.
He also served in Rome as superior general of the Redemptorist order. Prior to his appointment as Indianapolis archbishop in 2012, he was secretary of the Vatican
Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and
Societies of Apostolic Life, which works with more than
1 million men and women in religious orders around the
world. Archbishop Tobin made headlines in December
2015 when he defended the decision of his archdiocese
to resettle a Syrian refugee family through the archdiocese’s Catholic Charities agency – a decision that went
against Indiana Gov. Mike Pence’s ban on resettling
Syrian refugees in the state.
Malaysian Cardinal-designate Anthony Soter
Fernandez, retired archbishop of Kuala Lumpur, 84,
will be his country’s first cardinal. Of Indian descent,
he was born in Penang, Malaysia, a diocese he served
as bishop for 15 years. He worked for many years in
priestly formation as a spiritual director and led the
archdiocese for 10 years. He was president of the Catholic Bishop’s Conference of Malaysia, Singapore and
Brunei from 1987 to 2003.
Italian Cardinal-designate Renato Corti, retired
bishop of Novara, 80, is a well-respected spiritual director. Often called to lead spiritual exercises for priests
and laypeople, St. John Paul II chose him to preach the
Lenten retreat for him and the Roman Curia in 2005 and
Pope Francis picked him to write the Good Friday Way
of the Cross meditations in 2015. He was ordained to the
priesthood by the future Blessed Pope Paul VI in 1959
and he served as vice president of the Italian bishops’
conference for nearly 10 years.
Lesotho’s Cardinal-designate Sebastian Koto
Khoarai, retired bishop of Mohale’s Hoek, 87, will be
the first cardinal from this southern African nation. A
member of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate,
he was the first bishop of the Diocese of Mohale’s Hoek
after it was created in 1977. He served as president of
Lesotho’s Conference of Catholic Bishops from 1982 to
1987.
Albanian Cardinal-designate Ernest Simoni, a
priest whose 88th birthday was Oct. 18, endured decades of imprisonment, torture and forced labor during
his country’s brutal communist crackdown against the
Church. No matter what threats he faced, he refused to
denounce the church and he secretly ministered to his
fellow prisoners, celebrating Mass from memory and
hearing confession.
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Pope Canonizes Seven Saints Who ‘Fought the Good Fight of Faith’
By Junno Arocho Esteves
Catholic News Service
The seven new saints of the Church
were holy not because of their own efforts
but because of “the Lord who triumphs in
them and with them,” Pope Francis said.
Each one “struggled to the very end
with all their strength,” which they received through perseverance and prayer,
the pope said Oct. 16 at a canonization
Mass in St. Peter’s Square.
“They remained firm in faith, with a
generous and steadfast heart. Through
their example and their intercession,
may God also enable us to be men and
women of prayer,” the pope told the
estimated 80,000 people present at the
Mass.
Seven large tapestries bearing the
portraits of the new saints decorated the
facade of St. Peter’s Basilica, some representing specific aspects of their lives
that exemplified their holiness.
Argentine “gaucho priest,” St. Jose
Gabriel del Rosario Brochero was portrayed sitting on a donkey, his humble
means of transportation when traveling
thousands of miles to minister to the
poor and the sick.
St. Jose Sanchez del Rio, a 14-yearold Mexican boy martyred for refusing
to renounce his faith during the Cristero
War of the 1920s, was depicted holding
a palm branch and rosary while a trail of
blood and a single bullet were at his feet.
St. Salomone Leclerq, who was killed
after refusing to renounce his faith at
the height of the French Revolution,
was shown with his eyes fixed toward
heaven as an angel carried a palm, symbolizing his martyrdom for the faith.
The French Carmelite writer and mystic, St. Elizabeth of the Holy Trinity, was
shown seated in prayer, and St. Manuel
Gonzalez Garcia, a Spanish bishop who
spent his life devoted to Eucharistic
adoration, smiled radiantly.
Brightly colored tapestries also
featured the images of two new Italian
saints: St. Ludovico Pavoni, the founder
of the Sons of Mary Immaculate, who
dedicated his life to the vocational and
spiritual education of the poor and hearing impaired, and St. Alfonso Maria
Fusco, founder of the Congregation of
the Baptistine Sisters of the Nazarene
and of the Little House of Providence, a
home for abandoned children.
The celebration began with Cardinal
Angelo Amato, prefect of the Congregation for Saints’ Causes, requesting
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A woman holds an image of new St. Jose Gabriel del Rosario Brochero, known as
the “gaucho priest,” before the canonization Mass for seven new saints celebrated
by Pope Francis in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican Oct. 16.

they are not alone in the Church, the pope
said.
“We are members of the body of Christ,
the Church, whose arms are raised day
and night to heaven, thanks to the presence of the risen Christ and his Holy
Spirit. Only in the Church, and thanks to
the Church’s prayer, are we able to remain
steadfast in faith and witness,” he said.
Looking at the day’s Gospel reading,
the pope said Jesus’ parable of the widow
who persists in seeking justice reveals
“the mystery of prayer” which involves
crying out persistently and not losing
heart.
“To pray is not to take refuge in an
ideal world, nor to escape into a false,
selfish sense of calm. On the contrary, to
pray is to struggle, but also to let the Holy
Spirit pray within us,” the pope said.
Before the final blessing, Pope Francis
led the faithful in praying the Angelus
and thanked the delegations as well as the
pilgrims from the various countries of the
new saints for their presence. The official
delegations included Argentine President
Mauricio Macri and cabinet ministers
from Spain, France and Italy. The official
Mexican delegation was headed by Roberto Herrera Mena, adjunct for religious
affairs.
Pope Francis prayed that “the example
and intercession of these luminous witnesses sustain the commitment of each
one in your respective areas of work
and service for the good of the
Church and the civil community.”

Pope Francis enroll the six men and one Christians “support one another” in the
woman “among the saints, that they may “commitment to prayer.”
be invoked as such by all the Christian
“Weariness is inevitable,” he said.
faithful.”
“Sometimes we simply cannot go on,
Following the singing of the Litany
yet, with the support of our brothers and
of the Saints, the pope “declared and
sisters, our prayer can persevere until the
defined” their sainthood which was met
Lord completes his work.”
with applause from crowd, many waving
Like Moses who
banners and flags in approval.
grew weary, yet was
In his homily, the pope said the central sustained by Aaron
theme of the Sunday readings was
and Hur, Christians
prayer, an important aspect in the lives
must remember
of the newly canonized saints and something that obtained for them “the goal of
heaven.”
He reflected on the day’s
first reading
which recalled
Moses raising his arms in
prayer while the
Israelites fought
Amalek’s army.
When Moses’
arms would fall
from weariness,
the tide would
turn against
Israel.
Just as Aaron
and Hur held
Moses arms up
until the Israelites won the
CNS/PAUL HARING
battle, the pope
Pilgrims hold a banner of new St. Ludovico Pavoni before the canonization Mass for seven new saints
said, so should
celebrated by Pope Francis in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican Oct. 16.

Pope Makes ‘Mercy Friday’ Visit to Home for Children
By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
Continuing his monthly Year of Mercy visits to people in particularly vulnerable situations, Pope Francis spent an afternoon
Oct. 14 at Rome’s SOS Children’s Village.
The village, which includes five houses, attempts to provide
a home-like atmosphere for children under the age of 12 whose
parents cannot care for them.
A maximum of six children and a house mother live in each
of the houses at the village.
According to the Vatican press office, “The boys and girls,
accompanied by staff from the center, showed the pope the village’s green space, which has a mini-soccer field and a small
playground. The children showed the Holy Father their rooms
and their toys, and he listened to their stories and stayed for a
snack with them.”
When Pope Francis announced the Year of Mercy, he said
that he would try each month in private to fulfill one of the
works of mercy. Since December, his Mercy Friday visits have
included spending time with migrants, the aged, at a recovery
community for former drug addicts and at a shelter for women
rescued from human trafficking and prostitution. In September,
CNS/L’OSSERVATORE ROMANO
Pope Francis plays table soccer with a young resident during an Oct. 14 visit to Rome’s SOS he visited the neonatal unit of a Rome hospital, then went to
Children’s Village. The village, which includes five houses, attempts to provide a home-like atmo- a hospice, spending time with people who are dying and with
their loved ones.
sphere for children under the age of 12 whose parents cannot care for them.
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‘Fishers of Men’ Dinner Celebrates
Seminarians’ Willingness to Follow Jesus
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Father Brian Wayne, Diocesan Vocations Director, leads dinner

Just as the first disciples agreed to
attendees in prayer after the meal, which was served by the seminarians.
drop everything to follow Jesus, so too
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
have the 33 men who are seminarians
of the Diocese of Harrisburg.
The 8th annual “Fishers of Men” Dinner, held Oct. 21 at the Cardinal Keeler
Center in Harrisburg, drew another
capacity crowd to a gathering to celebrate the diocese’s seminarians, show
support for their journey, and raise
funds to meet the financial expenses of
their formation.
Hundreds of benefactors attended the
event, where they enjoyed socializing
with the seminarians, who were greeters and servers throughout the evening.
Reflecting on the dinner’s title taken
from Chapter 4 of Matthew’s Gospel,
in which Jesus tells the fishermen,
“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men,” Bishop Ronald Gainer
addressed the gathering.
“When we look at our 33 seminarians, we have to ask what inspires
each of them to step out of the normal
societal expectations for men their age
and enter seminary formation. The
gram. “We’re asking not for a contribuanswer,” he said, “is an encounter with tion, but rather an investment.”
Jesus Christ.”
(Learn more about our seminarians,
“[The encounter] is so important
religious vocations and the programs
in their lives that they only want it to
of the Office of Vocations at www.
deepen,” the bishop said. “They want
hbgdiocese.org/vocations or by conto develop that strong personal relatacting the office at 717-657-4804.)
tionship with Christ
and then bring that to
others for the salvation
of souls.”
The blessing of 33
seminarians for our
diocese – 12 of whom
are in college and 21 of
whom are in theology –
comes with the challenge to pay for their
education.
Bishop Gainer pointed out that, this year,
the average tuition for a
seminarian in theology
Seminarians Samuel Miller of St. James Parish in Members of the Knights of Columbus present a check to Bishop Ronald Gainer to
is $37,000. Adding in
Lititz and Aaron Lynch of St. Patrick Parish in Carlisle support the seminarians. Presenting the check is Dr. Paul Scarlata, along with Jim
special programs such converse with a dinner attendee.
McFawl, Dr. Bernard Cabana, and Andy Crossland.
as Spanish immersion
programs, summer spiritual programs
and canonical retreats, the cost increases to $42,000. With 21 seminarians in
theology, this year’s cost is $882,000.
In an effort to further help meet those
financial expenses, the diocese announced during the dinner the start of a
new initiative, Patrons of our Seminarians.
The program, introduced by Father
Brian Wayne, Diocesan Director of Vocations, invites individuals and families
to “become part of the diocesan family
in raising our sons” and “investing in
their education, that they might become
holy men for our diocese.”
As the Patrons of our Seminarians
program is being instituted, those who
are interested in committing to the
investment can contact Deb Kerstetter
at 717-657-4804, ext. 282, or
dkerstetter@hbgdiocese.org for information.
“These seminarians are my sons in
a very spiritual sense,” Father Wayne
remarked. “My heart is for them. What
I desire more than anything is to form
these men to be good, holy priests for
our people.”
“We are inviting others now to be
part of this gift of forming our future
priests,” he said of the Patrons proA display board highlighting the diocese’s 33 seminarians is seen as attendees gather for the Fishers of Men Dinner.
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Catholics on the Way

Holy Infant Makes Strides in New Church

(The Catholic Witness begins here a
new series, “Catholics on the Way,” inviting pastors and principals to share information about growth, new initiatives
and events. Parish and school leaders
can contact us via e-mail at witness@
hbgdiocese.org to share news of their
community’s faith in action.)
Hello and Peace to you in Jesus Christ!
My name is Father Mark Weiss, and I am
pastor at Holy Infant Parish in Manchester. It has been some exciting times lately
for our parish family as we moved into
our new Church and its facilities back in
June.   
Changes in demographics and evangelization needs necessitated the move
from York Haven to our current address.
We welcome you to come visit and worship with us as we are located off the
Strinestown Exit 28 from Route 83. As
you enter the town of Strinestown, turn
right onto Conewago Creek Road and
arrive at our church about a mile on the
right.
We envision our parish to grow as we
are a vibrant parish while now having facilities that can accommodate the young
and the elderly and disabled. Our parish is
generous and compassionate as we serve
the needs of the hungry in York, give care
to those affected by cancer, and offer
adult faith formation among other ministries. Our biggest asset is the faith of our
parish family and their desire to be true

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Parishioners of Holy Infant Parish fill their new church for its dedication on June 19 of this year.

disciples of the Lord.
As pastor, I am asking for your help
in prayer that we may always belong to
the Lord, as we help provide the kind
of ministries that are important to God’s

people. We continue to work to pay off
the remaining debt of $1.2 million from
the initial cost of $3.6 million. Learn
more about our parish family as we seek
to live the mandate of our Savior Jesus,

you can either contact us at 717-266-5286
or reach us at our mailing address of Holy
Infant Parish, 535 Conewago Creek Road,
Manchester, PA 17345. Visit us online at
http://holyinfantparish.com/. God bless!

True Christian Charity is More Than
Just Making Donations, Pope Says
By Junno Arocho Esteves
Catholic News Service
While donation campaigns and charitable contributions for the needy are important, true Christian charity involves a
more personal touch, Pope Francis said.
Coming face to face with the poor may
pose a challenge and tempt people to turn
the other way and give in to “the habit
of fleeing from needy people and not ap-

proach them or disguise a bit the reality of
the needy,” the pope said Oct. 19 during his
general audience in St. Peter’s Square.
“Poverty in the abstract does not challenge us. It may make us think, it may
make us complain, but when you see poverty in the flesh of a man, a woman or a
child; this [certainly] challenges us!” he
said.
The square was packed with thousands
of people, many of whom attended the Oct.

16 canonization Mass of seven new saints.
Among the pilgrims was a group from the
pope’s native Argentina who sang folk music and dressed in traditional ponchos.
After his address, the pope greeted the
group and blessed a life-sized statue of
newly canonized saint, St. Jose Gabriel
del Rosario Brochero. The statute depicted
the “gaucho priest” seated on his mule, his
means of transportation when traveling
thousands of miles to minister to the poor

and the sick. (See coverage of the canonization on page 9.)
In a new series of talks on works of
mercy, the pope reflected on the first corporal work of mercy – feeding the hungry – which he said was important in confronting real “situations of urgent need.”
Although images of extreme poverty
can move people to initiate important
works of charity and generous donations,
it “does not directly involve us.”
When a poor person “knocks on the
door of our house, it is very different
because we are no longer facing an image but are personally involved,” he explained.
“In these instances, what is my reaction? Do I turn away? Do I move on? Or
do I stop to talk and take an interest? If
you do this, there will always be someone
who says, ‘This one is crazy, talking to a
poor person,’” the pope said.
Recalling St. James’ affirmation that
“faith without works is dead,” Pope Francis said that Christians cannot “delegate”
feeding the hungry to others and helping
the needy through words and deeds.
Jesus’ command to his disciples to feed
the crowd prior to the multiplication of
the loaves and fishes, he added, is also
“an important lesson for us.”
“It tells us that the little that we have, if
we entrust it to Jesus’ hands and share it
with faith, can turn into an overabundant
wealth,” the pope said.
Citing Pope Benedict XVI’s encyclical
“Caritas in Veritate” (“Charity in Truth”),
the pope said that feeding the hungry is
“an ethical imperative for the universal
Church” and a calling for all Christians to
defend the universal right to food and water, especially for the poor and the needy.
“Our relationship with God – a God
who, through Jesus, has revealed his
merciful face – involves our giving food
to the hungry and giving drink to the
thirsty,” Pope Francis said.
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Knights of Columbus Council in Carlisle
Receives Top International Award
The names of the following deceased persons have been submitted
by their parishes. Please remember
in your prayers the happy repose of
these recently departed souls and the
consolation of their loved ones.
ANNVILLE – St. Paul the Apostle:
Anna Gondek.
BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba:
Jeanette Kosakowski.
CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd:
Rachel Chaput, Marie Kurtz.
CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus
Christi: Betty Elaine (Leach)
Czarnecki, Geraldine Leona (Cool)
Osterman.
COLUMBIA – Holy Trinity: Philip
Glatfelter.
CONEWAGO – Sacred Heart of
Jesus: Thomas P. McKim, Barbara
Weaver.
DALLASTOWN – St. Joseph:
Theresa Mary Barnes, Betty Breen,
Marilyn Deller, Gregory Hopwood,
Therese McCann.
ENOLA – Our Lady of Lourdes:
Filomena Baker, Bernardine Dunay,
Leon Farrell.
HARRISBURG – St. Margaret
Mary: Dorothy M. Cosgrove.
HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: John
Adamczyk, Jo-Ann M. McGinness,
James C. Murphy.
KULPMONT – Holy Angels:
Walter Stavinski, Olga Valania.
LANCASTER – St. Joseph: Aileen
L. Andrews, Mary Josephine “Dib”
Clerico, Frank E. Florsek, Josephine
M. Gushue, Catherine A. Mehalik,
Joseph G. Rudy, Esther F. Schustrich.
MCSHERRYSTOWN –
Annunciation BVM: Stella Smith.

STEELTON – Prince of Peace:
Charles Kireta. Matthew Mylod,
William Werzyn.
YORK – St. Joseph: Anna Elliot,
Rodger MacBride, Catherine
McCorkle, Louis E. Munchel, Richard
“Dick” Puckett, Richard Sargen,
Joseph Topley, Sr.; St. Patrick:
Dorothy Kelley, Dorcas E. Lewis.

Sister Helen
Joseph Waldman
Christian Charity Sister Helen Joseph Waldman died at Holy Family
Convent in Danville Oct. 1 at the age
of 91.
Born Mary Cecilia Waldman in Williamsport, Pa., she entered the Congregation of the Sisters of Christian
Charity at Mendham, N.J., in 1943.
She earned degrees from College Misericordia in 1952 and Seton Hall University in 1959.
Her primary apostolate was as teacher in the high schools of the community in Pennsylvania and New Jersey.
She also served as a librarian in Philadelphia and as chapel sacristan at the
Motherhouse in Mendham. She retired
to Holy Family Convent in 2010.
The funeral Mass was celebrated
Oct. 5 in the chapel at Holy Family Convent. Burial was in St. Joseph
Cemetery in Danville.

Sister
Rosalie Marx
Christian Charity Sister Rosalie
Marx died at Holy Family Convent in
Danville on Oct. 1 at the age of 92.
Born Agnes Mathilda Marx in Scranton, Pa., she entered the Congregation
of the Sisters of Christian Charity at
Mendham, N.J., in 1940. Her entire
religious life was dedicated to teaching in the primary grades of the community in Pennsylvania, New Jersey,
Maryland and New York. She retired
to Holy Family Convent in 2002.
The funeral Mass was celebrated
Oct. 6 in the chapel at Holy Family Convent. Burial was in St. Joseph
Cemetery, Danville.

MECHANICSBURG – St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton: Berniece
McGonigle; St. Joseph: Mary Bulger,
Andy Martin.
MOUNT CARMEL – Divine
Redeemer: Jacqueline A. Dunham.

Please pray for the following
clergy who died in November
during the past 25 years:

NEW CUMBERLAND – St.
Theresa: Frederick Dailey.

Father Martin Zarkoski, 1992

NEW FREEDOM – St. John the
Baptist: David E. Cox, Jr., Patricia
DelBiondo, Donald Poole.

Msgr. Damian McGovern, 2000

SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini:
William “Dixie” Richardson.

Deacon Ross Beighley, 2012.

Father Michael F. Barrett, 1996

Father Thaddeus Strzelec, 2005
Father Paul Rindos, 2011

Knights of Columbus Council 4057 of Saint Patrick’s, Carlisle, Pennsylvania has earned
the distinction of STAR Council, one of the organization’s top awards, for the 2015-2016
fraternal year. The organization’s headquarters, located in New Haven, Conn., made the announcement.
The award recognizes overall excellence in the areas of membership recruitment and retention, promotion of fraternal insurance program, and sponsorship of service-oriented activities. The award was presented to the membership by District Deputy David E. Kern, PGK
at a special ceremony held on Oct. 23.
In announcing the local winner of the Star Council Award, Carl A. Anderson, chief executive officer of the organization said, “Please accept my sincere congratulations upon
attaining this prestigious award. Your dedication to the Order is seen in the high standard
of excellence you have achieved. At the same time, I encourage you to carry forward this
enthusiasm to meet the challenges that will face the Knights of Columbus in the years ahead.
May this award be a reminder and an inspiration to the members of your council to continue
to promote the ideals of Columbianism for the good of the Church, your community, and
the Order.”
“Receiving the Star Council Award is quite an honor for us. We’re extremely proud of
this accomplishment,” said Past Grand Knight and Grand Knight James Markley and John
Schlusser, head of the local council.
Knights of Columbus is the world’s largest Catholic lay organization. It provides members
and their families with volunteer opportunities in service to the Church, their communities,
families and young people. With more than 1.9 million members in over 15,000 councils
around the world, the Knights of Columbus annually donates more than $175 million and
73 million hours of service to charitable causes. Visit www.kofc.org for more information.

Serra Club Hosts Appreciation
Dinner for Religious Sisters
To show appreciation for all that the religious sisters have done and continue to do for
the people of God, the Serra Club of Harrisburg holds an annual Sister Appreciation Mass
and Dinner. The event this year was held on Oct. 12 at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg, and 26 sisters attended. The evening began with Mass, followed by prayer and dinner. After dinner each sister introduced herself and told us about her ministry. After dinner,
there were drawings where all the sisters received a chrysanthemum to take home. After a
sing-along, and as they were leaving, they each received a jar of homemade jam, some hand
cream and fall decorations.
The Serra Club takes its name from St. Junipero Serra, the 18th century Spanish Franciscan priest who founded 9 missions in California and spread Catholicism around the Western
United Sates. The objectives of Serran members are to foster and promote priestly and religious vocations in the Catholic Church, by working and praying together.
The Serra Club of Harrisburg meets at the Cardinal Keeler Center on the 2nd Wednesday
of the month. If you would like more information, please attend a meeting or call Vince
Leone, 717-766-2599 or Stella at 717-766-3436.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish to Host
Workshop on Dangers of Internet Pornography
A workshop on Internet protection for individuals, families and communities will be held
at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg Nov. 12 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m., hosted by
“Integrity Restored.” It will highlight the dangers of Internet pornography, Internet stalking,
sexting, and abuse and what we can do about it. The top Catholic speakers in the country on
this topic are the day’s presenters.
This workshop will provide valuable content to pastors and clergy, parents and teens, lay
ministry members, DREs, parish staff and all parishioners
The keynote presentation will be offered by Father Sean Kilcawley, Integrity Restored
Theological Advisor and Director of the Family Life Office of the Diocese of Lincoln. His
presentation, “Pornography: Real Answers from a Real Priest,” will incorporate real life stories, tips and techniques for clergy, lay ministers, and parishioners to help them understand
and combat the problem of pornography addiction in our Church. He will use John Paul II’s
Theology of the Body and Pope Benedict XVI’s Theology of Love to place the problem of
pornography within the context of the Church’s teaching on love, mercy, and the theology of
the body. Father Kilcawley will integrate sound theological principles with stories of hope
and healing to provide tools for addressing this difficult issue with the love, compassion, and
mercy that lead to conversion, long-term sobriety, and healing.
Additional presenters and their talks include Matt Fradd on “Parenting in the Internet
Generation”; Dr. Peter Kleponis on “Integrity Starts Here”; and Ron Dehaas on The Barna
Study, “what are the facts, just the facts…”
There will also be a panel discussion and Q&A with Msgr. William King, Pastor, St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish; Jim O’Day, Executive Director, Integrity Restored; and William
Malay, MA, CSD, Executive Director of Day Seven Ministries.
Lunch will be provided by Covenant Eyes, a leading provider of Filtering and Accountability software for individuals, families, schools and dioceses. For more information or any
questions, please email: jimo@integrityrestored.com.
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Spiritual Offerings

The Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick in Harrisburg
holds First Friday Devotions of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
and Intercessory Prayers on Nov. 4, beginning with 6:30 a.m. Mass
followed by Exposition: 7 a.m. prayers of Consecration to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus, 8 a.m. Rosary for bishops, priests, and deacons: 9
a.m. prayers for our families and young people: 10 a.m. prayers for
our Parish Outreach Ministry and those served; 11 a.m. Divine Mercy
Chaplet and Litany of the Sacred Heart; 11:45 a.m. Benediction of
the Most Blessed Sacrament; noon Mass; and 12:30 p.m. Sacrament
of Penance and Reconciliation. For more information, contact Rosy
Gonzalez 717-903-1111 or Connie Egan 717-232-2169 ext. 222.
Hail Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy Holy Hour. Friday, Nov. 4 at 7
p.m. at St. Joseph Church, Kingston Rd., York. Exposition, Adoration, music reflection, Divine Mercy Chaplet in song, Benediction and
Sacrament of Reconciliation with special prayers for our country as
we ask for the intercession of Mary, Our Mother of Mercy at this crucial time in our history on the weekend before election day. Contact
Deacon Neil Crispo 755-7503 x229 or crispo@sjy.org.
A Morning of Hope and Healing – Nov. 5 from 9 a.m.-noon at St.
Joseph Church, Kingston Rd, York. A morning of sharing and reflection for mothers of babies lost through miscarriage, stillbirth or infant
loss. The morning will consist of gathering and introductions, sharing
of stories, and remembrance ceremony. Meet others who have suffered through such loss and have a chance to share the story of your
child’s life. RSVP to Vicki Crispo 717-757-4295 or wog325@gmail.
com or Deacon Neil crispo@sjy.org.
Resurrection Catholic School in Lancaster invites all veterans
and persons currently serving in the armed forces to join students
and staff at a prayer service on Nov. 11 at 8:30 a.m., in the school
gym. Military members, police and fire fighters will be provided
special seating, and Principal Brenda Weaver will recognize them
and the respective branches of the service. The event is open to the
public and refreshments will be served.
St. Rose of Lima in York will hold a Charismatic Mass with
prayers for healing Nov. 17. Praise and Worship music at 6:30 p.m.
followed by Mass at 7 p.m. Father Anthony Swamy, celebrant. The
Mass is sponsored by The Spirit of Love and Mercy Prayer Group
and the Come & See Prayer Group. For more information, contact
Joyce at 717-308-7245.
Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey will be held Nov.
9 at 7 p.m. Father Al Sceski will preside. Come adore Jesus through
prayer, praise, worship and music. A reception will be held immediately following the Caelorum in the Cafeteria. For more information,
call 717-583-0240.
A Pro-Life Mass is celebrated on the first Saturday of every
month at 8 a.m. at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church in
Harrisburg. The next Mass is November 5. Following Mass, participants gather at Hillcrest Clinic, 2709 N. Front Street, Harrisburg, to
pray the Rosary and the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. Breakfast follows.
Call 717-432-5415 for information.

Fundraisers and Events

Join St. Joseph’s, Milton, for an Evening for Women to experience God’s unconditional love, so we can share God’s beautiful
mercy with others. Dec. 3 from 6-9 p.m. at the St. Joseph Parish
Center. Enjoy a light meal with friends followed by keynote speaker,
Kelly Anne Lynch, SFO. For more information about attending or
hosting a table for friends, contact Christine Wendt 484-529-3399 or
ihspax07@gmail.com by Nov. 4. RSVP required for this event. $5 per
woman.
York Catholic High School’s Athletic Association is hosting
Bingo Nov. 6 at the high school. Doors open at noon, games begin at
2 p.m. Cost is $30 at the door and includes 15 paper cards. Additional
strips of 3 are available for $3 each. Two jackpots of $500 and one
$1,000 jackpot. Refreshments available for purchase. For information,
call York Catholic High School weekdays 8 a.m.-3 p.m. at 717-8468871.
Have you registered for the Santa 5K Run and 1 Mile Walk?
Bring your friends and join Bishop McDevitt High School for this
fun-filled festive event celebrating Christmas. All participants receive
and race in a Santa hat and Santa long sleeve shirt. Adults are $35
and students are $25. Medals to the 3-top finishers, both male and
female, in various age brackets. Registration forms are available
at the school; students are collecting registrations/sign-ups during
lunches on Friday, Nov. 18 and Tuesday, Nov 22. Early registration ends Nov. 23. After Nov. 23 a race shirt is not guaranteed.
Enjoy a festive Cookie basket raffle, an award presentation after the
5K, hot chocolate, coffee, donuts and pretzels from the concessions
AND Santa will even be there to hear your lists too!
Join young adults for Theology on Tap-Lancaster on Nov. 10
at Annie Bailey’s Irish Pub at 7 p.m. for a discussion of “Apologetics: How To Be Most Persuasive In Bringing Others To Our Life of
Faith” with Father Peter I. Hahn, pastor of St. Leo the Great Parish in
Rohrerstown. Theology on Tap is a young adult ministry and evangelization outreach of the Diocese of Harrisburg. All young adults, (20s
and 30s) single, married, Catholic or not, are invited to attend the
events. Go to www.totlancaster.com for more information
St. Joseph School in York will host a fall open house on Nov.
9 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Meet the teachers and our principal. Guided
tours will be provided. We educate 3 –year olds through 6th grade.
Contact Director of Development Lisa Lindeman for more information at lindeman@sjy.org or 717-755-1797. We are located at 2945
Kingston Road, York. Visit our website at www.sjy.org/school.
The Holy Spirit Hospital Auxiliary–A Geisinger Affiliate will
host its annual Share the Spirit Gala on Saturday, Nov. 12, at
Appalachian Harley-Davidson on the Carlisle Pike in Mechanicsburg.
The event will begin at 6:30 p.m. with cocktails and a silent auction.
Casino games and raffles, heavy hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar. Rat
Pack-era music and entertainment provided by Tony Farina Entertainment and Soundwaves Entertainment. Proceeds benefit the newly
established Sister Romaine Niemeyer, SCC, Endowment Fund for
Women’s Health, which will enable Holy Spirit–A Geisinger Affiliate

to provide education, healing and treatment for women of all ages.
Tickets are $150 and are available by calling the Holy Spirit Hospital
Auxiliary office at 717-763-2796. “Vegas chic” or cocktail attire is
preferred.
Based on a true story of St. Teresa of Calcutta, “The Letters”
explores the life work of the Nobel Peace Prize recipient and one of
the greatest humanitarians of all time. Join us at the Allen Theatre,
36 E. Main Street, Annville, on Nov. 20 at 1 p.m. and witness the film
“The Letters.” Doors open at 12:30 p.m. Free-will donations will be
donated to “Undefeated Courage” which is partnering with the organization “Save the Storks.” Donations will be used for the purchase
of a mobile ultrasound unit to provide women with free ultrasounds
and counseling. Four out of five women who board one of these
mobile ultrasound units choose life for their baby! For more information see: www.undefeatedcourage.org or www.savethestorks.com.
Sponsored by St. Paul the Apostle Parish Pro-Life Committee.
Coupon Savings Books on Sale from Lebanon Catholic
School. The KidStuff book is easy to use and filled with incredible savings for all ages. Lebanon Catholic School earns 50% or
more profit on every KidStuff book sold. Orders can be applied to
individual LC family fundraising fees. To place an order, click on the
latest parent communication folder at www.lebanoncatholicschool.
org to print out an order form. Contact Dorothy Ague at ndague@
comcast.net or Tracey Bender at 273-3731, ext. 334.
Support the Lebanon Catholic Athletic Association at its
annual Spaghetti Dinner. Homemade meatballs and sauce will
be served at the Lebanon Catholic Cafeteria Nov. 5 from 4-7p.m.
All-you-can-eat or get it to go (bring your own containers) to take
home to the family! Also, there is a bake sale that this year will be
featuring a large variety of sweet treats from Sweet Dreams Baking
Company. Tickets are $7. You can purchase them from any LC
athlete or they will be on sale at the door the day of the event.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Williamstown will hold an
Election Day Sauerkraut Dinner Nov. 8 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Roast
pork, sauerkraut, mashed potatoes, applesauce, rolls, beverage
and dessert. Tickets are $9 and can be obtained by calling Dawn at
717-647-9124, JoAnn at 717-647-2287 or any member of the parish
CCW.
Lancaster Catholic’s Fine & Performing Arts Department is
proud to present the ‘Election Day Warm-Up” Party and Lecture as
part of the 2016-2017 George R. Schreck ‘47 & Barbara A. Schober
‘82 Concert & Lecture Series. Join us free of charge on Monday,
November 7 in the LCHS Cafeteria to find out more about the Art
& History of the American Presidents and have some fun the night
before the election. The department will also present a Concert &
Lecture Series event featuring Dr. Michael T. Jamanis on the violin
and Frances Veri on the piano Nov. 11 at 7:30 p.m. in the LCHS
Old Main Auditorium. Admission is free. On Nov. 29 at 7:30 pm in
the LCHS Old Main Auditorium, seer Peter Scott Drackley, tenor, in
concert. This event free of charge and is part of Lancaster Catholic’s
Fine & Performing Arts Concert & Lecture Series.
Need extra cash for your holiday shopping? Come join Good
Shepherd School for the Bingo Bash Nov. 4, at Good Shepherd
Church Parish Hall, located at 3435 Trindle Road, Camp Hill. To
reserve your seat go to www.gsschpa.org/bingo and pay $25 in
advance for your admission pack. You may also stop by the parish
office to pay in advance to reserve your seat. If seating is available,
your admission pack will be $30 at the door. Pack includes a sheet
of 9 bingo cards (20 games). Doors open at 6 p.m.; eyes down at 7
p.m. Seating is limited. For questions, call the parish office at 717761-1167. This is a cash only and adult only event. The Blackout is
50/Below with a chance to win $1,000. Concessions will be sold at
the event. Raffle tickets will be sold for $1 each for a chance to win
raffle basket prizes.
Our Mother of Perpetual Help School in Ephrata will hold a
Treasure Island Auction Nov. 5 at the Father Jackson Center, 330
Church Avenue, Ephrata. The evening will begin with a preview of
auction items at 6. Auctioning will begin at 7 p.m. Refreshments and
heavy hors d’oeuvres will be served throughout the evening. Tickets
are $15 and are available at the door or in advance by calling the
OMPH Development Office at 717-738-2414. Tickets can also be
purchased in the school office, Mondays through Fridays between
the hours of 7:30 am and 3:30 pm. Must be 21 or over to attend. For
more information, call 717-738-2414 or visit www.omph.org.
St. Joan of Arc School at 329 West Areba Avenue, Hershey,
will hold its Annual PTO Spaghetti Dinner Nov. 19 from 4-8 p.m.
in the school cafeteria. The evening will be filled with live entertainment, fabulous basket raffles, delicious food and fellowship. Dinner
includes a tossed salad, Italian bread, spaghetti and meatballs,
dessert and choice of beverage. Tickets are $9 for adults, $5 for
kids 3-14, and free for kids under 3. Dine-in or Take-Out. Contact
the school office for tickets.
The Order of Malta, as part of their Defense of the Faith
Series, will be sponsoring the presentation, “Is Religion Relevant?”
by renowned sociologist, Dr. Patrick Fagan. Hear the evidence in
defense of religion on Thursday evening, Nov. 10 at St. Leo the
Great Church, Lancaster, 7-8:30 p.m. All are welcome and admission is free.
Bishop McDevitt High School will host a Prospective Student
and Family Fall Preview Nov. 13 at 2 p.m. This open house allows
interested students and parents to meet and talk with our esteemed
McDevitt faculty regarding academics, friendly students representing our clubs, dedicated coaches and student-athletes at hand for
sports, and tours of our state of the art school. Admission Applications will be available along with other pertinent informational hand
outs. We will also have our Director of Finance on hand to help with
any questions or concerns regarding financial assistance and tuition
payments. Online pre-registration is available and highly encouraged; go to www.bishopmcdevitt.org. Pre-registration is not required
to attend the Prospective Student and Family Fall Preview, but will
expedite check in. For more information, contact Jill (Bekelja ’83)
Hanes, Director of Admissions, admissions@bishopmcdevitt.org, or
717-236-7973, ext. 2132.

The Silence of Mary Home is a Christian family home for
God’s abandoned or neglected people of all ages in the Allison
Hill section of Harrisburg. On Saturday, November 19, the Silence of
Mary Home is hosting our 10th Annual Gala, “Water to Wine,” at the
Sheraton Harrisburg Hershey Hotel beginning at 5:30 p.m. Individual
tickets are $95pp. If you have questions or would like to attend the
event, contact 717-737-4107 or silenceofmaryvolunteer@verizon.
net. To learn more, visit www.thesilenceofmary.org.
St. Luke Productions will present a live multimedia drama
performance of St. Faustina, Messenger of Divine Mercy, at St.
John the Baptist Church, New Freedom, Friday, November 18 at 7
p.m. in the Main Church. Admission is a free-will offering. Suitable
for ages 13 and up. For information, contact the parish office at 717235-2156 or www.sjbnf.org.
Holy Spirit–A Geisinger Affiliate will offer flu shot clinics at
four locations in November: Holy Spirit Family Medicine−Colonial
Park, 4230 Crums Mill Rd., Harrisburg; Holy Spirit Family Medicine−
Duncannon, 51 Business Campus Way, Duncannon; Spirit Urgent
Care−Camp Hill, 431 N. 21st St., Camp Hill; Spirit Urgent Care−Carlisle, 1211 Forge Rd., Carlisle. Clinics will be held from 9 a.m.-noon
on November 19. Vaccines will be given to patients 3 years and
older on a walk-in basis. Insurance will be billed for the shot. Please
note that Medical Assistance patients can get their flu shots only at
the two family medicine practices. For questions, call 717-972-4545.
The Beginning Experience Team for the Harrisburg Diocese
has booked Camp Hebron, Halifax, PA, for a Beginning Experience
Weekend, November 4-6. The ecumenical Beginning Experience
weekends are an approved program designed for those suffering the
loss of a spouse through death, divorce or separation. Hundreds of
persons have been helped to move towards successful, productive,
happy lives by attending one of these weekends. The weekend is led
by persons who have lost a spouse through death or divorce and are
trained in facilitating a weekend. Each Beginning Experience Team
is certified by the International Beginning Experience Organization.
Check the Harrisburg diocesan Web site, www.hbgdiocese.org and
go to marriage and family or check www.beginningexperience.org.
Information can also be obtained by contacting the Harrisburg Beginning Experience Team at 717-379-0800.
The Holy Name of Jesus Knights of Columbus Council 14081
is sponsoring an all-you-can-eat pancake breakfast on November
13. The breakfast will be held in the downstairs social hall of the old
church, and includes sausage and beverages. Breakfast is from 9
a.m.-noon. All proceeds will assist parish projects sponsored by the
Knights of Columbus throughout the year. Tickets can be purchased
at the door for $5.
A bereavement series will be held at Holy Spirit Hospital
during Wednesday afternoons from 1-2:30 p.m. and Wednesday
evenings from 6:30-8 p.m. from November 9-December 14. This
program is sponsored by the Pastoral Care Department and there is
no cost to participate.
Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish in Marysville will host a fall
spaghetti dinner on November 10 from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. and dinner
at 4-7p.m. All dinners, in house and take out, are $8 and include
dessert. Children 6 and under eat free. The dinner will be served in
the social hall of Our Lady of Good Counsel Church.
The Catholic Worker Community in Harrisburg will celebrate
their 20th anniversary on the feast day of their patron, Saint Martin
de Porres, on November 3. The will be a Mass at St. Francis of
Assisi Church Harrisburg, 1439 Market Street, at 6:30 p.m. All are
invited and welcome.

Pilgrimages and Retreats

Join a Pilgrimage to Italy being sponsored by the National
Council of Catholic Women from March 28 to April 7, 2017.
Individuals, couples, families, and friends are all welcome. The
trip includes: Roundtrip flights from New York JFK, breakfast and
dinner daily, admission to all sites as per itinerary, first class hotel
accommodations for 4 nights in Rome, 2 nights in Venice, 2 nights
in Florence, 1 night in Assisi, Daily Mass celebrated by our chaplain
Father James Stembler, visits to Padua, Siena, Orvieto, and
more for $3,690 per person/double occupancy ($550 supplement
for single room). For complete details on this pilgrimage, please
contact: George’s International Tours, (800) 566-7499, sales@
georgesintl.com, or Karen Hurley,k.m.hurley1@gmail.com.

Job Opportunities

St. Anne Parish in Lancaster is currently seeking to fill a
part-time Communication Coordinator/Administrative Assistant
position in the Parish Office. Please contact the St. Anne Parish
Office at 717-392-2225 for a job description and job responsibilities
or visit the parish website at www.stannechurch.org. All interested
applicants can send their resume to Father Tri M. Luong, Pastor, St.
Anne Church, 929 North Duke St., Lancaster, PA 17602 or email to
StAnneParishLancaster@hbgdiocese.org.
St. John Neumann Parish in Lancaster is seeking a full time
Coordinator of Youth Ministry. Candidates should possess an
undergraduate degree in one of the following: education, psychology, social work; general youth work, theology, catechetics, or
have comparable experience in Youth Ministry. Be a practicing and
evidential Catholic with knowledge of faith formation for Catholic
youth. Each candidate will need to undergo Diocesan and State
clearances. Be certified or willing to work towards certification in
Youth Ministry. Resume and cover letter can be mailed to Church
address or emailed to the attention of Tom Conner, Parish Manager
at tconner@sjnlancaster.org.
Ministry Opening at St. Margaret Mary Parish in Harrisburg.
Leadership is needed for the following parish ministry: Adult Choir
Director. Qualified practicing Catholics interested in applying for this
position are asked to contact the Parish Office at 717-233-3062 for a
job description and further information.
St. Anne Parish, Lancaster, is seeking a Keyboardist/Pianist
to accompany Cantors at weekend Masses, holy day Masses, and
other liturgical celebrations as needed. This is a part-time paid
position and will require Diocesan Youth Protection Clearances.
Any interested individuals who are blessed with musical talent and
can play an electronic keyboard/piano, please email the Director of
Music, Ric Iannone, at rian88@comcast.net or contact the St. Anne
Parish Office at 717-392-2225; email at: StAnneParishLancaster@
hbgdiocese.org For a job description and details, visit the St. Anne
Church website: www.stannechurch.org.
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Voters’ Guide
Election Day is November 8
The Catholic Witness presents here a Voters’ Guide in anticipation of the November 8 General Election.
Across the next several pages, you will find candidates’ responses to questions developed by the Pennsylvania Catholic
Conference (PCC), the public affairs agency of the Pennsylvania Catholic bishops.
The Voters’ Guide includes responses from candidates for
Attorney General, Auditor General, Treasurer, Senate, House
of Representatives and Congress. There is also information
on the positions of candidates for United States Senate and
United States President.
The PCC surveyed candidates for Attorney General, Auditor General, Treasurer and United States Senate, and compiled

information on the policies, public statements and campaign
resources of the candidates for president.
The Catholic Witness surveyed the candidates for Congress
and Pennsylvania Senate and House of Representatives whose
districts are within the Diocese of Harrisburg.
The names of those who responded are printed in bold in
the respective candidate list; survey questions and responses
follow.
Only those candidates who have contested races were surveyed.
The Catholic Witness and the Pennsylvania Catholic
Conference neither support nor oppose any candidate.

Any politics of human dignity must seriously address issues of racism, poverty, hunger, employment, education, housing,
and health care. Therefore, Catholics should eagerly involve themselves as advocates for the weak and marginalized in all
these areas. But being ‘right’ in such matters can never excuse a wrong choice regarding direct attacks on innocent human
life. Indeed, the failure to protect and defend life in its most vulnerable stages renders suspect any claims to the ‘rightness’
of positions in other matters affecting the poorest and least powerful of the human community. If we understand the human
person as the ‘temple of the Holy Spirit’ -- the living house of God -- then these latter issues fall logically into place as the
crossbeams and walls of that house. All direct attacks on innocent human life, such as abortion and euthanasia, strike at the
house’s foundation. These directly and immediately violate the human person’s most fundamental right – the right to life.
– From Living the Gospel of Life, No. 22 with original emphasis
(Pastoral Statement, U.S. Catholic Bishops, 1998)
“We need to participate for the common good. Sometimes we hear: a good Catholic is not interested in politics. This is
not true: good Catholics immerse themselves in politics by offering the best of themselves so that the leader can govern.”
~Pope Francis
As Catholics, we are part of a community with profound teachings
that help us consider challenges in public life, contribute to greater
justice and peace for all people, and evaluate policy positions, party
platforms, and candidates’ promises and actions in light of the
Gospel in order to help build a better world. You can find material
that aims to educate and inform, along with resources to help
voters prepare for the election, at:
http://www.hbgdiocese.org/voter-resources/
Here, you will find links to the U.S. Bishops’ document
“Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship,” video resources,
prayers, information on Catholic social teaching, and Church
documents. The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference also offers
resources on its Web site:
www.pacatholic.org

For information about
polling place locations, visit:
www.votespa.com
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Candidates for Attorney General, Auditor General, Treasurer
State Senate and State House of Representatives
State Attorney General Candidates
(Bold denotes candidates who responded to survey)
Joshua D. Shapiro (D), John C. Rafferty, Jr. (R)
State Auditor General Candidates
(Bold denotes candidates who responded to survey)
Eugene A. DePasquale (D)
John A. Brown (R)
State Treasurer Candidates
(Bold denotes candidates who responded to survey)
Joseph M. Torsella (D)
Otto W. Voit, III (R)
State Senate Candidates
(Bold denotes candidates who responded to survey)
Greg Paulson (D-13), Scott Martin (R-13), Rob Teplitz (D-15),
John DiSanto (R-15), John Bosha (D-31), Mike Regan (R-31),
Kenneth Gehosky (I-31)
State House of Representatives Candidates
(Bold denotes candidates who responded to survey)
Nancy Dean (D-13), John Lawrence (R-13), Nick Selch (D-41),
Brett Miller (R-41), Steve Elliott (D-43), Keith Greiner (R-43), Rick
Rogers (D-81), Rich Irvin (R-81), Jim Massey (D-87), Greg Rothman
(D-87), Christopher Cowan (R-88), Sheryl Delozier (R-88), Christine
Tolbert (D-89), Rob Kauffman (R-89), Denise Weldon-Siviy (D-91),
Dan Moul (R-91), Dawn Wetzel Keefer (R-92), Kate McGraw
(I-92), Kevin Schreiber (D-95), Joel Sears (R-95), Mike Sturla (D-96),
Robert Bigley (R-96), Charlie Klein (D-97), Steve Mentzer (R-97),
Duane Groff (D-99), David Zimmerman (R-99), Dale Hamby (D-100),
Bryan Cutler (R-100), Lorraine Scudder (D-101), Frank Ryan
(R-101), Jake Long (D-102), Russ Diamond (R-102), Jody Rebarchak
(D-104), Susan Helm (R-104), Michael Krankowski (D-107),
Kurt Masser (R-107), John Deppen (D-108), Lynda Schlegel Culver
(R-108), Edward Sanders (D-109), David Millard (R-109), Denise
Bedio (I-109,) Kate Klunk (R-169), Robert Marcoccio (NA-169),
Melody Fleck (D-171), Kerry Benninghoff (R-171),
DeniseVan Essen (D-193), Will Tallman (R-193), Jill Bartoli (D-199),
Stephen Bloom (R-199)

Question 1.
What is your position on increased funding for Educational
Improvement Tax Credits (EITC) and Opportunity
Scholarship Tax Credits (OSTC) where the state budget
includes an increase in public school funding?
ATTORNEY GENERAL
Shapiro (D): Support.
Rafferty (R): Support. This is a terrific program and I have always supported.
AUDITOR GENERAL
Brown (R): Support. I support this program because I believe that families deserve this support to pursue a religious education.
STATE TREASURER
Voit (R): Support. I believe that families deserve this support so they
can take advantage of opportunities presented by religious schools.
STATE SENATE
Martin (R-13): Support. Having attended and graduated from Catholic
schools (St. Anne’s Elementary and Lancaster Catholic High School), this
program is very important to me as well as fighting for school choice in
PA.
DiSanto (R-15): Support.
Gehosky (I-31): Support. Tax credits such as those described above
can supplement school funding but should not be seen as a substitute for
properly funding public schools.
STATE HOUSE
Miller (R-41): Support. I voted to increase the EITC and OSTC tax
credits.
Elliott (D-43): Support. With state support barely covering these programs, these tax incentives can provide additional funds to provide innovative and enriching programs for students with ever increasing needs. It’s
a win-win proposition.
Greiner (R-43): Support. I have strongly supported this while working
as a certified public accountant, and as a legislator.
Wetzel Keefer (R-92): Support. I believe PA already spends enough on
education. I support choice including EITC and OSTC.

McGraw (I-92): Oppose. The preservation of our public school system,
and restoration of funding levels before prior budget cuts, are priorities
for my campaign. A strong public school system that is properly funded
and equitable for all is the bedrock to strong communities, and a promise
made to constituents by the Pennsylvania Constitution.
Klein (D-97): I support! My children attend Catholic school at St.
Anne’s in Lancaster. My wife and I sacrifice to pay tuition even though
we live in Manheim Township which is known for providing an excellent
public education. I do not truly consider it a sacrifice but an investment
in my child. My parents invested in me and my sisters so it is imperative to me to invest in my children. On the days that I am off, I try to take
my children to school and stay for the morning prayer service, Pledge
of Allegiance and patriotic song. That is how they start their school day
and on days I am off I am happy and excited to start the day off the same
way! For those Catholics that cannot afford Catholic school and for those
people that live in an area in which the public school system does not provide “a thorough and efficient education” as is promised in Pennsylvania’s
state constitution, I believe the EITC and OSTC are essential tools to provide access to not only a Catholic education, but a thorough and efficient
education as promised by our state constitution.
Scudder (D-101): Support. If it benefits lower middle income children
with a better education, I’ll support it.
Ryan (R-101): Support. I am in favor of school choice. The last part of
the question concerns me regarding public school funding.
Diamond (R-102): Support.
Krankowski (D-107): Support. I will always support increased funding
for education under any circumstances.
Masser (R-107): Support.
Deppen (D-108): My daughter attends a nonpublic Christian school. I
am aware that her education in such a setting is a blessing unavailable to
many Pennsylvanians who are economically disadvantaged. We need to
find ways to both strengthen our public schools while increasing opportunities for people to explore nonpublic educational settings.
Millard (R-109): Support.
Klunk (R-169): Support.
Marcoccio (NA-169): Oppose. I have been proposing to end the school
tax and place school funding on a royalty based funding system. This
system I developed 8 years ago is stable and cost effective and will not
jeopardize programs, teacher jobs or close schools.
Tallman (R-193): Support.
Bloom (R-199): Support. I strongly support the EITC and OSTC programs. I have been a consistent supporter and advocate for these important
initiatives in the state legislature.

Question 2.
Which statement reflects your position most accurately?
a. I support legalized abortion.
b. I oppose legalized abortion in all circumstances.
c. I oppose legalized abortion, except when the life of
the mother is in danger or the pregnancy is a result
of rape or incest.
ATTORNEY GENERAL
Shapiro (D): a.
Rafferty (R): c.
AUDITOR GENERAL
Brown (R): c.
STATE TREASURER
Voit (R): c.
STATE SENATE
Martin (R-13): c.
DiSanto (R-15): c.
Gehosky (I-31): a. I support legalized abortion in limited circumstances. Protecting legal abortions is the surest way to one day live in a world
where no abortions are performed. Efforts should be directed at improving
access to healthcare and education rather than persecuting women.
STATE HOUSE
Miller (R-41): c. I oppose legalized abortion, except when the life of the
mother is in danger.
Elliott (D-43): a. I personally accept the Church’s position on abortion,
but as a representative for all, I cannot insert my personal beliefs into a
discussion that should remain between a woman and her spouse or a woman and her doctor.
Greiner (R-43): c.
Wetzel Keefer (R-92): c.

16 - The Catholic Witness • October 28, 2016

McGraw (I-92): a. I support policies that reduce abortion rates. Increased access to contraception results in fewer abortions. Safe, legal
abortion protects the health of women. Legislators and hospital administrators are not qualified to decide whether a pregnant woman’s life is
at risk. That determination needs to reside privately between doctor and
patient.
Klein (D-97): Being Catholic and a Knight of Columbus I am pro-life.
I want to reduce abortions by preventing unwanted pregnancy. Abstinence
is not realistic. I would provide better access to contraception and family
planning and increased funding for preventing teen pregnancy. We need to
provide pre/post-natal and pediatric care, child care assistance, domestic
violence prevention programs, and improved adoption services. These are
safe, legal and fair options for women. The only choice for me is protecting all life from conception to death. All life is precious. At the end of the
day, I support a woman’s right to choose her path.
Scudder (D-101): a. This matter is a decision between a woman and her
physician. Government and religion should have no say in this.
Ryan (R-101): b. Life begins at conception and must be protected. I am
a Knight of Malta.
Diamond (R-102): b.
Krankowski (D-107): c. Like former Gov. Casey, I am a pro-life Christian Democrat.
Masser (R-107): c.
Deppen (D-108): Because of the ongoing dangers of MST (Military
Sexual Trauma), human sex trafficking, and child molestation, I support
legalized access to abortion services. I reject the oversimplification and labeling that accompanies virtually every discussion of this issue. Pro-birth
does not mean pro-life, and pro-choice does not mean pro-death.
Millard (R-109): c.
Klunk (R-169): c.
Marcoccio (NA-169): c. Human nature can’t be legislated. Moral judgment must be taught by the parents, the church and schools.
Tallman (R-193): c.
Bloom (R-199): c. I oppose legalized abortion, except when the life of
the mother is in danger. I am strongly pro-life. I am humbled to once again
be the only candidate endorsed by the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation in
my race for re-election.

Question 3.
What is your position on expanding the Children’s Health
Insurance Program (CHIP) to provide health insurance to
children in Pennsylvania who are undocumented immigrants?
ATTORNEY GENERAL
Shapiro (D): Support.
Rafferty (R): Oppose. I oppose the use of taxpayer dollars, but this is
where charities need to step in.
AUDITOR GENERAL
Brown (R): Oppose. I oppose the use of taxpayer dollars, but I believe
that this is an opportunity for private charities to step in to offer support.
STATE TREASURER
Voit (R): Oppose. I oppose the use of taxpayer dollars for undocumented immigrants, but I believe that this is an opportunity for private charities
to step in to offer support.
STATE SENATE
Martin (R-13): I am a lifelong Catholic and believe deeply in the
principle of helping those in need, especially our children, which is why
I believe in the goal of this initiative. As Senator, however, I would be
obligated to look at this in light of the economic limitations of the state, as
well as how the people of the 13th Senate District would want me to vote.
There are also concerns about providing taxpayer-funded benefits to noncitizens and what implications that may have for other services.
DiSanto (R-15): Oppose. I do not support requiring Pennsylvania residents to pay for the basic health care of any undocumented immigrants.
Gehosky (I-31): Support. No civil society can long endure which does
not care for its children.
STATE HOUSE
Miller (R-41): Since financial resources are being stretched in order
to adequately cover the children of Pennsylvanians who are here legally,
efforts must first be directed toward ensuring that Pennsylvania’s legal
citizens are covered prior to giving this coverage to those who are here
illegally.
Elliott (D-43): Support. We have an obligation to care for those who
cannot care for themselves and this includes children, all children, regardless of the status of their parents.
Greiner (R-43): The commonwealth has many financial challenges, yet
I am compassionate to the needs of children. Many of my residents have
concerns and I would have to review at a wholistic level.
Wetzel Keefer (R-92): Oppose. I support assisting the child and their
parents in returning to their native land to legally get services they need.
McGraw (I-92): Support. It is moral and right to ensure all children
who reside in Pennsylvania have trouble-free and ready access to health-

care, regardless of their immigration status or status of their parents. I believe CHIP is essential and should receive priority funding through proper
and secured channels without raising taxes.
Klein (D-97): Support. Pennsylvania’s children deserve to lead healthy,
successful lives. Access to healthcare is essential. Simply put, having
insurance improves health outcomes of children. Insurance also provides
access to a primary care physician. Families with coverage are less likely
to use costly emergency room services for common childhood ailments.
Good healthcare also may provide a pathway to academic success as well.
Scudder (D-101): Support. Every child deserves to have the best medical care available to them.
Ryan (R-101): Oppose. I believe my faith and Church should provide
this safety net.
Diamond (R-102): Oppose. Taxpayer dollars should not be spent on
illegals.
Krankowski (D-107): Support. Children are children. I don’t care if
they are documented or undocumented, it’s our duty as Christians to provide health insurance to all children!!!
Masser (R-107): Oppose.
Deppen (D-108): My own child benefitted from CHIP, and I was grateful that my wife and I were able to access the program. As Christians, our
duty is to share our abundance, especially with our most vulnerable neighbors. Jesus asked no one for their papers before He healed or fed them.
Millard (R-109): Support.
Klunk (R-169): I believe that all children should be covered by health
insurance. However, I do have concerns regarding the cost to provide free
health insurance to undocumented immigrants when we as a state and a
nation are struggling to afford the costs to provide free health insurance to
American children.
Marcoccio (NA-169): Oppose. We have a 19 trillion dollar deficit and
cannot include a mandate increase for illegal immigrants. If there is an
emergency situation the hospitals must give aid but to sustain illegals with
taxpayers’ money is unacceptable.
Tallman (R-193): Undocumented persons are here illegally. Therefore
except for EMS they should not receive these benefits.
Bloom (R-199): Oppose. While I am fully supportive of charitable
efforts and ministries of mercy to serve the medical needs of children of
undocumented immigrants, I do not believe we should force our already
over-extended taxpayers to bear this burden.

Question 4.
What is your position on amending Pennsylvania’s
anti-discrimination laws for housing, employment
and public accommodation to include sexual orientation?
a. They should include “sexual orientation” and “gender
identity or expression” as protected classes, no exceptions.
b. They should contain specific provisions to protect the
religious liberties of religious institutions and the rights
of conscience of business owners.
c. No change is necessary.
ATTORNEY GENERAL
Shapiro (D): a.
Rafferty (R): c. If there is to be a law, this provision should definitely
be included.
AUDITOR GENERAL
Brown (R): c. If there is to be a law, this provision should definitely be
included.
STATE TREASURER
Voit (R): c. If there is to be a law, this provision should definitely be
included.
STATE SENATE
Martin (R-13): b.
DiSanto (R-15): b. I oppose discrimination and believe we need to have
religious protections for people of faith and conscience.
Gehosky (I-31): b. Religious institutions have legitimate and reasonable
expectations of exceptions to some provisions of public accommodation.
STATE HOUSE
Miller (R-41): b.
Elliott (D-43): a. While churches may be exempted based on church
doctrine, in the business and public sector, religious liberty cannot be a
shield for discrimination, bigotry and hate.
Greiner (R-43): c.
Wetzel Keefer (R-92): c. We have freedom of religion. We need to band
together – all churches – and challenge the current violations against our
constitutional rights. The US accommodates every other religion except
Christianity!
McGraw (I-92): a. Every citizen must have equal protections to their
right to live freely and without fear of persecution, hate crimes or increased suicide risk. I side with Pope Francis, in extending freedoms to all
individuals regardless of sexual orientation, to ensure the preservation of
individual dignity, and health of our families.
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Klein (D-97): They should include “sexual orientation” and “gender
identity or expression” as protected classes, no exceptions. Our Federal
law already protects employers and religious institutions. The U.S. Supreme Court ruled that religious organizations are completely exempt
from anti-discrimination laws in employment decisions about persons
holding such positions. I believe this anti-discrimination law would be
more about providing equal access to government institutions. Access to
housing, employment and public accommodation needs to be available to
people regardless of their gender identity in the spirit of inclusion and affirming equal opportunity and access for all people.
Scudder (D-101): a. Everyone is equal in the eyes of the law. There
should be absolutely no discrimination allowed against any one sector of
our population.
Ryan (R-101): b.
Diamond (R-102): b.
Krankowski (D-107): b. Religious liberties of religious institutions
should always be protected under any circumstance.
Masser (R-107): b.
Deppen (D-108): Segregationists and white supremacists used the Bible
to justify their prejudices during the civil rights movement. Religious
liberty cannot be a masquerade for bigotry. Let Galatians 5:14 guide us,
“For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: ‘Love your
neighbor as yourself.’”
Millard (R-109): b.
Klunk (R-169): b.
Marcoccio (NA-169): c. Does protecting gender identity and sexual orientation include pedophilia and encourage the exhibition of those gender
and sexual preferences at work? Work is for work and not for the political
advancement of personal liberties.
Tallman (R-193): b.
Bloom (R-199): c.

Question 5.
What is your position on increasing Medicaid
reimbursement rates as a means to provide greater
access to care for Medicaid-covered individuals?
ATTORNEY GENERAL
Shapiro (D): Support.
Rafferty (R): Support. Health care professionals deserve a fair reimbursement and the poor deserve care.
AUDITOR GENERAL
Brown (R): Support. The poor deserve care and I believe that health
care professionals deserve to be adequately compensated.
STATE TREASURER
Voit (R): Support. Health care professionals deserve to be adequately
compensated for caring for the less fortunate and I believe our society has
an obligation to help those who can’t help themselves.
STATE SENATE
Martin (R-13): Support. Though I believe that paying closer to the
true cost of care is crucial to improved access to care and the prevention
of cost-shifting onto those on private plans, there needs to be reforms,
as other states have done, to gain efficiencies in the program to improve
healthcare outcomes, reduce misdiagnosis rates (pegged at over 50% by
auditing firms, resulting in much wasteful spending) and reduce unnecessary costs. This is an issue I have a great passion for.
DiSanto (R-15): I would support increased reimbursement rates only if
the budget allowed it. Our top issue is to get our fiscal house in order, and
I will work hard to cut wasteful spending so that we can invest in other
important programs.

Gehosky (I-31): Support. It is to be understood that increasing Medicaid reimbursements will increase overall state spending.
STATE HOUSE
Miller (R-41): The causes of skyrocketing health care costs that underlie this issue need to be addressed while simultaneously looking at ways to
incentivize health care providers to take Medicaid patients.
Elliott (D-43): Support. I believe that we have an obligation to protect
and care for those who need it most and expanding access to care for
Medicaid-covered individuals supports that belief.
Greiner (R-43): We need to find ways to reduce costs of care to start, so
that we can determine if Medicaid reimbursement rates provide adequate
access and coverage. It has to be looked at in a wholistic manner.
Wetzel Keefer (R-92): Oppose. Government has proven time and again
that they are not good stewards of our money. I’m not willing to give them
more to waste on more bureaucracy and administrative over-head.
McGraw (I-92): Support. Access to quality healthcare for the elderly
and economically disadvantaged is vital to a compassionate society. The
health and safety of our communities is at risk when those in need are denied healthcare. I propose swift review of costs, and to budget accordingly
to meet the needs of the people.
Klein (D-97): I support. It is imperative to a person’s healthcare that
they have access to a good primary physician. It would be less expensive to all for a person to seek routine checkups at a physician’s office
rather than go to an emergency room when sick. As a pharmacist I see the
importance of relationships built around healthcare. I know the patients
that allow me to fill their prescriptions. I know their doctors and physician
office employees as well. When a patient has built a relationship with their
providers their comfort allows them to ask any question that may come
up. It leads to better healthcare and better outcomes. All people deserve
access to good, affordable healthcare.
Scudder (D-101): Support. Doctors are refusing to see Medicaid patients due to the low reimbursement rates. Many of the people on Medicaid are our veterans, the elderly or children. These are the people we
should be taking care of.
Ryan (R-101): Support. Medicaid rates are too low and reduce access to
care. The ACA does not provide health care.
Diamond (R-102): Oppose. We can’t afford it at this time.
Krankowski (D-107): Support.
Masser (R-107): Oppose. I would oppose this measure until the budget
allowed for it. Then I would consider.
Deppen (D-108): Since 2011, I watched my parents end up on Medical Assistance due to overwhelming health care costs. They each died in
nursing homes, with nothing left but the clothes in their closets. We are a
nation of abundance, and that abundance should include health care for
every stage of life.
Millard (R-109): Support.
Klunk (R-169): I agree that increasing reimbursement rates would
provide greater access to care for individuals who are covered by Medicaid and that this is a good thing to ensure that our citizens are receiving
needed health care services. However, I do have concerns regarding the
costs associated with increasing the reimbursement rates and I believe that
the costs should not be passed on to our taxpayers.
Marcoccio (NA-169): Oppose. Reimbursements to the facility or the
individual? I do know that Affordable Health care is bankrupting EMS as
Medicaid and Medicare have cut the payment for services to these vital
organizations. I think we need to focus on maintaining an effective ambulance service before we make an emergency call and no one is there to
respond.
Tallman (R-193): If the budget allows, yes, however, Medicaid in PA is
one of our bigger fraud agencies.
Bloom (R-199): Oppose. We need to focus on reforms that improve the
efficiency of Medicaid, for the benefit of both covered individuals and the
taxpayers who are taxed to pay for these services.

Candidates for Congress
(Bold denotes response received)
Joshua Burkholder (D-4), Scott Perry (R-4), Mike Parrish (D-6), Ryan
Costello (R-6), Mary Ellen Balchunis (D-7), Patrick Meehan (R-7), Art
Halvorson (D-9), Bill Shuster (R-9), Michael Molesevich (D-10), Tom
Marino (R-10), Mike Marsicano (D-11), Lou Barletta (R-11), Rick
Daugherty (D-15), Charles Dent (R-15), Paul Rizzo (L-15), Christina
Hartman (D-16), Lloyd Smucker (R-16), Shawn House (L-16)

Question 1.
What is your position on providing a federal tax credit to
businesses that donate to scholarship organizations that
provide scholarships for low-income students at private
and religious schools in grades kindergarten through 12?
Perry (R-4): Support.
Costello (R-6): Support.

Shuster (R-9): Support.
Barletta (R-11): Support.
Daugherty (D-15): Support.
Smucker (R-16): Support.

Question 2.
Which statement reflects your position most accurately?
a. I support legalized abortion.
b. I oppose legalized abortion in all circumstances.
c. I oppose legalized abortion, except when the life of the
mother is in danger or the pregnancy is a result of
rape or incest.
Perry (R-4): c.
Costello (R-6): c.
Shuster (R-9): c. I am 100% pro-life and a proud member of the Congressional pro-life caucus.
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Barletta (R-11): c.
Daugherty (D-15): c.
Smucker (R-16): c. I oppose legalized abortion, except when the life of
the mother is in danger.

Question 3.
What is your position on legislation that would
permit undocumented immigrants who have lived
in the United States for a number of years, have worked
and built equities in our country and who do not have
criminal records to register with the government
and take steps to earn legal status?
Perry (R-4): Oppose. We must secure the border first. Secondly, we are
a nation of laws. While I empathize with the intent of this question, my
oath is to uphold and defend the laws of this country and its citizens, and
I feel for these illegal immigrants, let us please not forget they are here
illegally. After we secure our borders, we can work on rights to earning
citizenship.
Costello (R-6): The U.S. is the most generous and compassionate nation
on the face of the Earth. I believe we need to continue to show respect
and compassion to our fellow citizens. However, we must also deal with
the reality that there are people in this world who wish to do us harm and
there are entities out there who seek to exploit other humans for profit or
political gain. We must secure our borders and recognize those who respected our immigration process while simultaneously working with those
who broke the law in a humane and realistic manner.
Shuster (R-9): Oppose. I am opposed to any legislation that grants amnesty to millions of illegal immigrants.
Barletta (R-11): Oppose.
Daugherty (D-15): Support. Legal status but not citizenship for adults
and substantial fines.
Smucker (R-16): (Did not respond)

Question 4.
What is your position on efforts to pass legislation
(i.e., the Federal Employment Non-Discrimination Act)
that would make sexual orientation and gender identity
or expression protected classes that are equivalent to other
protected classes (e.g., race, religion, sex, etc.)?
Perry (R-4): Oppose. I believe in no form of discrimination whatsoever
– to include laws like this that only protect certain classes – which inherently discriminates against someone else’s beliefs.
Costello (R-6): I am opposed to discrimination of any kind.
Shuster (R-9): Oppose.
Barletta (R-11): Oppose.
Daugherty (D-15): Support.
Smucker (R-16): Oppose. All Americans should be treated without discrimination regardless of race, religion, gender or sexual orientation.

Question 5.
What is your position on increasing Medicaid
reimbursement rates as a means to provide greater
access to care for Medicaid-covered individuals?
Perry (R-4): Oppose. Rates should be based on the area and rates of service.
Costello (R-6): I support efforts to provide greater access to quality healthcare for all Americans, especially for those individuals most in need. However, I would need to review the specifics and better understand any proposal
to increase Medicaid reimbursement rates, in particular, with respect to how
such increases would be distributed and justified given the demand and need
for care. Until I see the specifics of such a proposal, it is difficult to identify a
“SUPPORT/OPPOSE” position to this question.
Shuster (R-9): (Did not respond)
Barletta (R-11): I support an improved Medicaid program that gives states
the flexibility to provide better quality care for those in need.
Daugherty (D-15): Support.
Smucker (R-16): Support. Increasing Medicaid reimbursement rates could
earn my support with proven advances in medical care and quantified savings.

Pennsylvania’s U.S. Senate Candidates
In an effort to educate voters, the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference gave
On Sexual Orientation,
the statewide candidates the opportunity to make their positions known on
Gender Identity
key specific issues important to Catholics.
and Religious Liberty
Incumbent Senator Pat Toomey (R) completed a written questionnaire,
McGinty has not commented
and those complete responses are available online at www.pacatholic.org.
specifically about religious exCandidate Katie McGinty (D) did not respond to the candidate questionemptions in non-discrimination
naire. Information about her views was therefore compiled from her camlegislation. However, she says
paign Web site and public statements.
she will fight to expand antidiscrimination protections, “No
On Life and Dignity of the Human Person
one should be denied access to
housing, healthcare or employMcGinty is endorsed by EMILY’S List, a political action committee
ment because of their gender
with a mission to “elect pro-choice Democratic women to office.” They
identity or sexual orientation.”
describe McGinty as “pro-choice, and supports Roe v. Wade.”
(katiemcginty.com)
(www.emilyslist.org)
Toomey opposes legalized abortion, except when the life of the mother is
in danger or the pregnancy is a result of rape or incest. (PCC survey) He is
endorsed by the PA Pro-Life Federation. (www.paprolife.org)

On Immigration
McGinty denounced federal legislation that would deny Community
Development Block Grant funds to cities that in effect shelter or give sanctuary to illegal immigrants. At the same time, she wrote a letter to Philadelphia Mayor Jim Kenney requesting him to reconsider the city’s immigration policy and open the dialogue with federal officials “so that those who
pose a threat don’t fall through any crack in local and federal jurisdiction.”
(katiemcginty.com)
Toomey describes our immigration system as “fundamentally broken.”
He has “supported efforts to strengthen border security, ensure that our immigration laws are enforced, and stop the outrageous practice of sanctuary
cities that undermine our laws.” (PCC survey)

On Tax Credits for School Choice
McGinty has not made public statements about funding tax credits for
education at the federal level. She is endorsed by the Pennsylvania State
Education Association (www.psea.org) as a “pro-public education candidate.” PSEA has traditionally been opposed to school choice.
Toomey believes “we should empower parents to choose the best school
for their kids whether they are public or private, religious or non-religious.” He says he could support a federal education tax credit “as long as
it was offset with a corresponding spending reduction.” (PCC survey)

Learn more
about the candidates

Toomey for
U.S. Senate
www.toomey
forsenate.com

Katie McGinty –
Democrat
for Senate
katiemcginty.com

Toomey supported the EmPennsylvania Catholic Conferece –
ployment Non-Discrimination
www.pacatholic.org
Act that would prohibit discrimination based on sexual
orientation. However, he “introduced and forced a vote on an amendment
to strengthen and broaden the bill’s underlying protections for faith-based
organizations.” (PCC survey)

On Access to Health Care for the Poor
In a press release, McGinty said that she was “proud to work with Governor Wolf to expand Medicaid that provides health care to more than 600,000
Pennsylvanians” during her time as his chief-of-staff. (katiemcginty.com)
Toomey believes that Medicaid is a valuable program but that its “flawed
financing structure encourages states to further expand their Medicaid programs while shifting growing costs to the federal government.” He supports
giving states more flexibility to encourage efficiency. He does not support
further federal mandates. (PCC survey)
(The material on this page was published by the Pennsylvania Catholic
Conference, the public affairs agency of Pennsylvania’s Catholic Bishops.
September 2016.)

For information about
polling place locations, visit:
www.votespa.com
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Know the Positions of the Presidential Candidates

In keeping with its mission, the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference (PCC) aims to educate and inform Catholics about a wide range
of issues. The information listed here has been compiled from policies, public statements, official and campaign websites and other
resources to help voters form their consciences before entering the voting booth. The issues that appear here do not represent a complete
list of issues that may be of importance to Catholics. The PCC neither supports nor opposes any candidate for public office.

Donald
Trump

REPUBLICAN

Any politics of human dignity must seriously address issues of racism, poverty, hunger, employment, education, housing, and health
care. Therefore, Catholics should eagerly involve themselves as advocates for the weak and marginalized in all these areas...But being
‘right’ in such matters can never excuse a wrong choice regarding direct attacks on innocent human life. Indeed, the failure to protect
and defend life in its most vulnerable stages renders suspect any claims to the ‘rightness’ of positions in other matters affecting the
poorest and least powerful of the human community. If we understand the human person as the ‘temple of the Holy Spirit’ -- the
living house of God -- then these latter issues fall logically into place as the crossbeams and walls of that house. All direct attacks
on innocent human life, such as abortion and euthanasia, strike at the house’s foundation. These directly and immediately violate the
human person’s most fundamental right – the right to life. – From Living the Gospel of Life, No. 22 with original emphasis (Pastoral
Statement of the U.S. Catholic Bishops, 1998).

DEMOCRAT

Hillary
Clinton
ABORTION

“I believe we need to protect access to safe and legal abortion, not just in While Trump previously described himself as “pro-choice,” in August
principle but in practice,” Clinton said at a rally in January.
2015 Trump said he has “very much evolved” on the issue of abortion
and “I am pro-life.” He said he supports exceptions in the case of rape,
Clinton supports the repeal of the Hyde Amendment and the Democratic incest and when the life of the mother is at risk.
Party Platform states, “We will continue to oppose—and seek to
overturn—federal and state laws and policies that impede a woman’s No statement by Trump on the Hyde Amendment could be found,
access to abortion, including by repealing the Hyde Amendment.” The but the Republican Party Platform calls for “codification” of the
Hyde Amendment restricts the use of federal funds to pay for abortions. Hyde Amendment, “We call for a permanent ban on federal funding
and subsidies for abortion and healthcare plans that include abortion
coverage.”

DEATH PENALTY

During a February 2016 debate, Clinton said regarding the death In 2011, Trump said he is “very much in favor of the death penalty.”
penalty, “I do for very limited, particularly heinous crimes, believe it is
an appropriate punishment, but I deeply disagree with the way that too
many states still are implementing it.”

DOCTOR PRESCRIBED SUICIDE

During a February Town Hall Meeting, Clinton said doctor prescribed No statement by Trump on this issue could be found, but the Republican
suicide “is a crucial issue that people deserve to understand from their Party Platform states, “We oppose euthanasia and assisted suicide.”
own ethical, religious, faith-based perspective…I want as president to
try to catalyze that debate.” The Democratic Party Platform makes no
mention of doctor prescribed suicide.
In his book The America We Deserve (2000), Trump wrote, “we’ve got to
bring on the competition—open the schoolhouse doors and let parents
choose the best school for their children. Education reformers call this
school choice, charter schools, vouchers, even opportunity scholarships.
I call it competition—the American way.”

EDUCATIONAL CHOICE

In 2007, Clinton said, “I’ll tell you why I won’t support vouchers.
Number one, I don’t think they’re constitutional. But number two, I
don’t see how you would implement them without having a lot of people
get vouchers for schools that would be teaching things antithetical to
American values.”

These comments, policies and statements are snapshots from each candidate’s public career, campaigns and websites as of August 2016. For
embedded links to these resources, visit www.pacatholic.org. The candidates also represent the platforms of their political parties, which can
be viewed at www.democrats.org and www.gop.com. Information appears here for informational purposes only and does not represent a
complete list of issues that may be of importance to Catholics. PCC neither supports nor opposes any candidate for public office.
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HILLARY CLINTON

DONALD TRUMP

During a May 2016 policy address on energy, Trump said that in
his first 100 days in office, “We’re going to cancel the Paris Climate
Agreement and stop all payments of U.S. tax dollars to U.N. global
warming programs.”

ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY

Clinton’s campaign website states that her energy “plan is designed
to deliver on the pledge President Obama made at the Paris climate
conference” where over 190 countries agreed to reduce global
greenhouse gas emissions and meet existing financial commitments to
an international climate fund.

FREEDOM OF RELIGION

Clinton described the First Amendment Defense Act as “taxpayer-funded In a December 2015 letter Trump wrote, “If Congress considers the
discrimination by those who cite religion as a reason to deny services to First Amendment Defense Act a priority, then I will do all I can to make
LGBT people nationwide.” The First Amendment Defense Act would sure it comes to my desk for signature and enactment.”
protect against adverse federal actions directed toward individuals and
organizations whose religious beliefs and moral convictions indicate that
marriage is between one man and one woman.

According to her website, Clinton will “defend the Affordable Care Act
and build on it to slow the growth of out-of-pocket costs.” Her plan
would also provide health insurance for the lowest-income Americans by
incentivizing states to expand Medicaid, and make enrollment through
Medicaid and the Affordable Care Act easier.

According to his website, Trump will build a wall across the southern
border, paid for by Mexico. To defend the immigration laws, Trump
proposes to triple the number of ICE officers (currently 5,000); create a
nationwide e-verify to “protect jobs for unemployed Americans”; return
“criminal aliens” to their home countries; detain “illegal aliens” at the
border until they are returned to their home countries; defund “sanctuary
cities”; enhance penalties for overstaying a visa; cooperate with local gang
task forces and end birthright citizenship.

According to his website, Trump “will ask Congress to immediately deliver
a full repeal of Obamacare.” He also said, “As we allow the free market to
provide insurance coverage opportunities to companies and individuals, we
must also make sure that no one slips through the cracks simply because they
cannot afford insurance. We must review basic options for Medicaid and work
with states to ensure that those who want healthcare coverage can have it.”

HEALTH CARE ACCESS FOR THE UNINSURED

According to her website, Clinton will “introduce comprehensive
immigration reform with a pathway to full and equal citizenship
within her first 100 days in office.” She will “defend President Obama’s
executive actions” to provide deportation relief for DREAMers and
parents of citizens and lawful residents; “end family detention and close
private immigrant detention centers” and “promote naturalization.”

Trump said he would bring about the defeat of ISIS by destroying
the source of its funding, oil and banks that funnel money to the
organization, “take the oil…the oil that ISIS is pumping, where they’re
getting tremendous amounts of revenue. I’ve said, hit the banking
channels. You know, they have very sophisticated banking channels…
they’re taking in tremendous amounts of money from banking channels.”

INTERNATIONAL SECURITY

IMMIGRATION

According to her website, Clinton will defeat ISIS by “intensifying the
coalition air campaign against ISIS fighters, leaders, and infrastructure;
stepping up support for local Arab and Kurdish forces on the ground and
coalition efforts to protect civilians; and pursuing a diplomatic strategy
aimed at resolving Syria’s civil war and Iraq’s sectarian conflict between
Sunnis and Shias—both of which have contributed to the rise of ISIS.”

MARRIAGE

In response to the Supreme Court’s decision to strike down state laws In 2015, Trump said, “I’m (for) traditional marriage.”
defining marriage as between one man and one women, Clinton
tweeted, “Proud to celebrate a historic victory for marriage equality.”

POVERTY

In 2013 while members of Congress were debating the details of the In a June 2015 interview, Trump said, “We have to create incentives
Farm Bill, Clinton tweeted, “What happens to kids in families cut from that they actually do much better by working. Right now, they have a
unemployment insurance & food stamps? They’re #2SmallToFail, & disincentive. They have an incentive not to work.” When asked if he would
deserve an equal chance to succeed.”
insist people work for food stamps and other welfare assistance, Trump
said, “Well, you could - you could start looking at things like that…The
problem we have right now, we have a society that sits back and says we’re
not going to do anything. And eventually the 50 percent cannot carry, and
it’s unfair to them, but cannot carry the other 50 percent.”

Trump said regarding refugees, “It is a very, very disturbing thing that’s
going on in Europe. And we’re going to have it over here, too. And they
just can’t do what they’re doing…We’re not going to keep them here.
They’re going back.”

REFUGEES DISPLACED BY TERRORISM

Clinton said the U.S. should do more to help Syrian refugees, “We’re
facing the worst refugee crisis since the end of World War II…I think
the United States has to do more, and I’d like to see us move from what
is a good start with 10,000 to 65,000 [refugees permitted in the U.S.].”

The issues appear here for informational purposes only and do not represent a complete list of issues that may be of importance to
Catholics. The PCC neither supports nor opposes any candidate for public office.
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District Silver for Diocesan Girls’ Tennis

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Above: Elizabeth Baker competes with a back court
return for Lancaster Catholic in the team tennis
finals.
Top, right: Lancaster Catholic’s Meredith DeBord
sprints for the ball as her doubles partner Elizabeth
Baker anticipates the return.
Bottom, right: Isabel Midcap and Riley Smith
compete as Lancaster Catholic’s number one
doubles team.

By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness

L

ancaster Catholic High School’s girls’ tennis team was the second-seeded contestant
for the District 3 Class AA tennis championships
played against top-seeded Wymossing on Thursday
October 20 at the Hershey Racquet Club, and Lancaster Catholic’s Crusaders finished with the silver
medal after a 3-0 loss. Lancaster Catholic’s number
one doubles team, Isabel Midcap and Riley Smith,
came in third place at the District finals over Delone
Catholic’s Alyssa Neudecker and Ellie Neudecker.
The Crusaders qualify for team play at the PIAA
state tournament, as does Trinity’s top seeded singles’ player, Katherine Long, who came in second
in District 3 AA singles against Alexandra Jadic of
Wyomissing.
The State Championships will be played on October 29 for team and November 5 for singles at the
Hershey Racquet Club.

Former NBA Player Speaks at York Catholic
about Substance Abuse and Recovery
Submitted by York Catholic High School
Former NBA player, Chris Herren, spoke to students at
York Catholic about his tale of descent into addiction, his
miraculous recovery, and his new life mission: to share his
story with audiences in the hopes of reaching at least one
person and making a difference in their life.
Herren was an All-American basketball player, broke
scoring records, was recruited by top colleges, featured in
Sports Illustrated and became the focus of an acclaimed
book, Fall River Dreams. He realized his lifelong dream
of playing in the NBA when he was drafted by the Denver
Nuggets in 1999 and was traded to the Boston Celtics after
his rookie season, but lost it all due to substance abuse.
Alcohol and drug-free since August 1, 2008, he has refocused his life to put his sobriety and family above all
else. He shares his harrowing story of abuse and recovery
in his memoir, Basketball Junkie, as well as in numerous
interviews throughout the Emmy-nominated ESPN Films
documentary Unguarded, of which he is the subject.
At York Catholic, Herren encouraged students to be open
and honest about their challenges and to be mindful and
helpful to family and friends who may be struggling. He
met with students after the assembly and attended a balloon
release organized by SADD (Students Against Destructive
Decisions) that symbolized substance abuse awareness.
Counselors were available the remainder of the day to help
students process the message on a personal level.
The presentation was made possible by the generosity
of Dr. Dennis & Mrs. Rosie Johnson & Family in memory of Spencer Kubala of York Catholic’s class of 2012.

York Catholic
students participate
in a balloon
release organized
by SADD to
symbolize
substance abuse
awareness.
COURTESY OF YORK
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

Spencer’s brother, Austin Kubala, opened the program and
Patrick Montgomery, Spencer’s best friend, ended the program by emphasizing that no one is immune to the grasp
of substance abuse and friends should not turn the other
way or join in. Mrs. Katie Seufert, Principal at York Catho-

lic, reminded students that “we are a family at YC and we
should look out for each other.”
Chris Herren’s goal is to make a difference in at least one
life. At York Catholic, he made a difference in the lives of
many.

