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       2017 Men’s Conference Workshop and Speaker Descriptions 

Session A 11:15am-12:15pm 

 TITLE SPEAKER WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION 
 

VITAE 

A1 Angels and Demons Dr. Peter Kreeft In this presentation, Dr. Kreeft separates fact from fantasy and 
myth from reality and answers common questions about these 
spiritual beings and attempts to clear up some of the 
misinformation abounding today.  

Peter Kreeft is one of the most 
renowned Catholic authors and 
speakers in the United States.  He 
teaches Philosophy at Boston College. 

A2 How Parents Should Respond to a 
Child “Coming Out”: A Catholic 
Response 

Father William Weary 
and Mrs. Mary Lynn 
Lavender 

Church teaching on same sex attraction (SSA) is covered here, 
with a priest giving basic moral principles and a parent of an adult 
child with SSA giving practical advice on how to relate to loved 
ones cope with this orientation. 

Father Weary is Pastor of Sacred Heart 
Parish, Lewistown and St. Jude Parish, 
Mifflintown.  He is Chaplain for the 
Diocesan Encourage apostolate. 
Mrs. Lavender is the Coordinator of 
the Diocesan Encourage apostolate. 

A3 The Mass Explained   Father Edward Connolly Ask the average practicing Catholic what religious duty he is 
required to perform every Sunday (or Saturday night).  He will 
probably say, "Go to church".  Ask him, "Why do you have to go 
to church?"  He will probably say, "So I can go to Communion". 
Pursue the conversation a bit further.  "Any other reason?"  
"Yeah, to hear the sermon" he might say.  Well, if we go to church 
to hear a sermon and to receive Communion, why not just have a 
sermon, follow it up with the Lord's Prayer and Holy Communion 
and be done with it?  What's with those long parts called 
"Preparation of Gifts" and "Eucharistic Prayer"?  Can't we 
eliminate them and get to the main event more expeditiously? 
These and related great questions will be explored. 

Father Connolly is a Priest of the 
Diocese of Allentown and Pastor 
Emeritus of St. Joseph Parish, 
Girardville and St. Vincent de Paul 
Parish, Girardville. 

A4 Living the Faith: Discerning and 
Embracing God’s Will 

Father Peter Hahn, VF This presentation will emphasize how to develop a spirit of joy to 
persuasively and effectively live and proclaim our Catholic faith in 
witness and word. 

Father Hahn is Pastor of St. Leo the 
Great Parish, Rohrerstown and Dean 
of the South Lancaster Deanery. 

A5 What Saint Thomas More Has to 
Teach Us about Conscience and its 
Formation 

Bishop Ronald W. 
Gainer, DD, JCL 

The claims of conscience are at the heart of the religious freedom 
controversies. Morality itself rises or falls on how one 
understands conscience.  We will look to England’s great witness 
to conscience to explore the true nature of conscience.  Unlike 
many public officials then and today, Saint Thomas More did not 
quarantine his conscience from his public acts.  Is conscience 
merely the individual’s subjective conviction of right and wrong 
or, as More wrote, “the fruit of education in the truth”?  

Bishop Gainer is the 11
th

 Bishop of 
Harrisburg. 

A6  “What I am before God, that I am 
and nothing else.”  
– A Look at St. Francis of Assisi 

Father Jordan Hite, TOR Journeying with St. Francis As God Leads Him along the Path to 
Holiness. 

Father Hite is a Third Order Regular 
Franciscan Priest and Canonical 
Consultant in the Diocese of 
Harrisburg’s Tribunal. 
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A7 Our Lady of Fatima’s 100
th

 
Anniversary: What Does it Mean 
Today? 

Father John Hoke, VG  Pope Saint John Paul II's spiritual journey is the essential link 
between devotions to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, (Divine Mercy), 
and the Immaculate Heart of Mary, (Holy Rosary). We need to 
know live and share this connection. 

Father Hoke is Pastor of St. Joseph 
Parish, Milton, Dean of the Northern 
Deanery, and a former Military 
Chaplain. 

A8 How Men can Help Their Children 
and Grandchildren Find Their Way 
Back to the Faith 

Father Brian Wayne Most men are, or become, husbands and fathers.  God wants you 
to be fully alive in Christ.  He wants the same for your wife and 
children.  But many fathers and grandfathers are suffering 
because their children and/or grandchildren have left the Church.  
Some blame themselves for being less than perfect.  While there 
are no magic answers, this workshop will provide useful tips for 
helping our loved ones come back home to the Catholic Church. 

Father Wayne is Director of the 
Diocesan Office for Vocations and 
Campus Minister at Millersville 
University. 

A9 Anti-Catholicism - The Last 
Acceptable Prejudice…And How to 
Battle It 

 Mr. Christopher 
Chapman 

In light of the need to give a witness to our hope in Christ (1 
Pet.3:15) we will look at why it is not such a bad thing that 
Catholics are targeted-Christ promised we would be-but also 
what we can do to answer, evangelize, and intercede when it 
happens. 

Christopher Chapman is Director of 
the Office for Pre K – 12 Catechesis for 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh. 

A10 SportsLeader: A Program for Sports 
as a Vehicle for Evangelization and 
Virtue 

Mr. Lou Judd How sports can be one of the most effective tools to evangelize 
today. 

Lou Judd is National Director of 
SportsLeader and lives in the Diocese 
of Covington, Kentucky. 

A11 The Four Last Things: Death, 
Judgment, Heaven, and Hell 

Deacon Richard Wentzel A brief overview of the Four Last Things: Death, Judgment, 
Heaven, and Hell…and a ‘side trip’ will be made to Purgatory. 

Deacon Wentzel serves as Deacon and 
Pastoral Associate at Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in 
Lebanon. 

Session B 12:30pm-1:30pm 

 TITLE SPEAKER DESCRIPTION VITAE 

B1 Prayer for the Busy Man Monsignor James Lyons, 
VF 

Review of the many forms of prayer available to us as Catholics 
and the need for a disciplined prayer life. 

Monsignor Lyons is Pastor of St. 
Joseph Parish, Hanover and Dean of 
the Adams Deanery. 

B2 “To Know Christ Jesus and Him 
Crucified”: The Power of the Cross 
to Transform Lives 

Father  Michael Rothan, 
VF 

No one seeks out suffering.  Certainly the martyrs in the Church 
suffered greatly and willingly for Christ, but none of them sought 
it out.  Throughout our lives we will experience suffering.  It is 
one of the mysteries of why bad things happen to good people. 
 And yet many times it is through such suffering that we discover 
the true meaning of discipleship.  And through our own cross that 
we experience what it means to "be saved."  

Father Rothan is Pastor of Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish, 
Lebanon and of St. Benedict Parish, 
Lebanon and Dean of the Lebanon 
Deanery. 

B3 Biblical Apologetics: Where do you 
find that Catholic Teaching in the 
Bible?  

Father Edward Connolly “Then who made God?”  “What makes Catholics think our Church 
is so important…aren’t all religions equal?”  “What about where 
the Bible says that Jesus had brothers and sisters?”  “I don’t 
believe in Hell.  An all-loving God couldn’t send anyone there.”  
“How can you believe that wafer is the Body of Christ?”These are 
the types of questions that not only middle school and high 
school students ask, but increasingly Catholics of all ages.  In this 
workshop we will help you to know that there are Scriptural 
answers to these questions…and where in the Bible to find them. 

Father Connolly is a Priest of the 
Diocese of Allentown and Pastor 
Emeritus of St. Joseph Parish, 
Girardville and of St. Vincent de Paul 
Parish, Girardville. 
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B4 The Power of Confession to 
Transform Your Life 

Mr. David Abel In this workshop, David will speak to the power of Confession in 
his life, the transformative grace he has received, and the 
transformative grace that our Lord wants all men to experience 
through this healing Sacrament of Jesus’ Divine Mercy. 

David Abel is the Founder and 
President of Stewardship: A Mission of 
Faith, an entrepreneur, and is involved 
in many Catholic works and 
apostolates. 

B5 What Saint Thomas More Has to 
Teach Us about Conscience and its 
Formation 

Bishop 
Ronald W. Gainer, DD, 
JCL 

The claims of conscience are at the heart of the religious freedom 
controversies. Morality itself rises or falls on how one 
understands conscience.  We will look to England’s great witness 
to conscience to explore the true nature of conscience.  Unlike 
many public officials then and today, Saint Thomas More did not 
quarantine his conscience from his public acts.  Is conscience 
merely the individual’s subjective conviction of right and wrong 
or, as More wrote, “the fruit of education in the truth”?  

Bishop Gainer is the 11
th

 Bishop of 
Harrisburg.  

B6 Mass Show and Tell: Vestments, 
Vessels, and Sacred Books 

Father Paul Clark, JCL Remember “Show and Tell” in elementary school?  This workshop 
will show, describe, demonstrate and explain the use and origins 
of many of the sacred items used for the celebration of the Mass.   

Father Clark is Judicial Vicar of the 
Diocese of Harrisburg and Pastor of St. 
Matthew Parish, Dauphin. 

B7 Our Lady of Guadalupe: Patroness 
of the Americas, Patroness of Life 
(In English) 

Father Luis Rodriguez, VF Why is the apparition of Mary from Guadalupe Mexico important 
for all the Americas?  A more detailed description of the 
Miraculous Image and the message of trust invites the believer to 
a deeper appreciation of God’s gift of human life in all its stages.  
We gain a deeper appreciation of all people through the humble 
message of Our Lady. 
 

Father Rodriguez is Pastor of Corpus 
Christi Parish, Chambersburg and 
Dean of the Franklin Deanery. 

B8 “A Great Cloud of Witnesses”: The 
Importance of Devotion to the 
Saints in the Spiritual Lives of Men 

Father Jonathan Sawicki, 
VF 

"A Great Cloud of Witnesses" Description: Our churches and 
schools are named after saints, our children take patron saints, 
and we love images of the saints. But why do we need saints? 
What is the intercession of the saints? This course is a brief 
presentation of the Church Triumphant - the Communion of 
Saints victorious. 

Father Sawicki is Pastor of Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Parish, York, Chaplain at York Catholic 
High School, and Dean of the York 
Deanery. 

B9 How Men can Help Their Children 
and Grandchildren Find Their Way 
Back to the Faith 

Father Brian Wayne Most men are, or become, husbands and fathers.  God wants you 
to be fully alive in Christ.  He wants the same for your wife and 
children.  But many fathers and grandfathers are suffering 
because their children and/or grandchildren have left the Church.  
Some blame themselves for being less than perfect.  While there 
are no magic answers, this workshop will provide useful tips for 
helping our loved ones come back home to the Catholic Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Father Wayne is Director of the 
Diocesan Office for Vocations and is 
Campus Minister at Millersville 
University.  
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B10 The Issue is Male Leadership: 
Marriage from Genesis to Ephesians 
5 

Dr. John Rossi St. John Paul II said, “The future of the world and the Church 
passes through the family."   As we journey through the Bible, 
we can see ourselves as men, revealed in the first man, Adam.  
We see it in the charge God gave Adam to "work and keep the 
garden", and in Adam’s Fall and the subsequent wound it 
has placed on all men.  Our hearts, shrunken by Original Sin and 
our own personal sins, must be expanded.    In Chapter 5 of St. 
Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians, the Apostle to the Gentiles teaches 
us about the new Adam, Jesus Christ, who lays down His life for 
His Bride, the Church.  Through the grace of our redemption in 
Christ Jesus, men are called to expand their hearts to become 
men after God's own heart.  This means sacrifice for our wives 
and children.   

John Rossi is a Catholic layman and a 
member of St. Theresa of the Infant 
Jesus Parish, New Cumberland.  He is a 
doctor and is involved in Cursillo, the 
Knights of Columbus, and That Man is 
You. 

B11 Do You Want to Be a Knight?  
The Knights of Columbus: What 
They Are, What They Do 

Mr. Gerry Krall and Mr. 
Luis Villegas 

Information regarding the origin and membership of the Knights 
of Columbus will be provided in both English and Spanish. 

Gerry Krall and Luis Villegas are 4
th

 
Degree Members in the Holy Name of 
Jesus Knights of Columbus Council, 
Harrisburg and have held various 
positions and have been engaged in 
multiple areas of service within the 
Knights of Columbus. 

B12 Suffering for the Kingdom’s Sake: A 
Reflection on Mother Angelica 

Mr. Thomas Nash Learn how Mother Angelica overcame the pain of her parents' 
divorce, being raised in an impoverished, single-parent 
household, as well as various physical ailments and 
disappointments throughout her life—using them all to grow 
closer to the Lord and inspiring millions around the world to do 
the same.  Tom Nash, who first met Mother Angelica in the mid-
1980s and later served as a Theology Advisor at EWTN, tells 
Mother’s remarkable story. 

Thomas Nash is a writer and Research 
Associate at Ave Maria Radio in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan.  Previously, he was a 
Theology Advisor at EWTN. 

B13 How Contraception and Sterilization 
Destroy the Lives of Men, Women, 
and Families…and the Remedy for 
These Evils 

Mr. Christopher 
Chapman 

The often overlooked crisis in the Church is the triumph of the 
sexual revolution in thought and deed by many of its members. 
We will investigate some of the damage done by this situation 
but more importantly the beauty of pursing and living chastity as 
a disciple of Christ. 

Christopher Chapman is Director of 
the Office for Pre K–12 Catechesis for 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh. 

Session C 1:45pm-2:45pm 

 TITLE SPEAKER WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION VITAE 

C1 Could That Man is You (TMIY) be for 
you? 

Mr. David Eichman and  
Mr. Carl Freidhoff 

That Man Is You!, is a Catholic men's program that combines the 
best research from science with the teaching of the Catholic Faith 
to develop a vision of man fully alive.  The 
program honestly addresses the pressures and temptations that 
men face in our modern culture, especially those relating to their 
roles as husbands and fathers.  That Man is You! seeks to form 
men who will be capable of transforming homes and society. 

David Eichman is an active member of 
Holy Name of Jesus Parish, Harrisburg 
and is the That Man is You (TMIY) 
Coordinator at Holy Name. Carl 
Freidhoff is an active member of St. 
John the Baptist Parish, New Freedom, 
a diaconal candidate, and is the TMIY 
Coordinator at St. John the Baptist. 
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C2 How Virtuous Women Make Men 
Stronger 

Deacon Gerald Robinson Story of a husband and father who was made better by a strong 
wife. I became the deacon, but my wife Mary is the saint. This 
session tells the story and uses moments along the way to 
describe the obvious benefit to the family when each parent 
plays their role as God designed, not as culture suggest. 

Deacon Robinson serves as Deacon at 
St. Bernard Parish, New Bloomfield. 

C3 Father Stanley Rother: First US Born 
Martyr as Proclaimed by Pope 
Francis 

Fr. Edward Connolly Fr. Stanley F. Rother (1935 - 1981) was a priest of the Diocese of 
Oklahoma City.  Having volunteered for priestly service among 
the poorest of the poor in Guatemala, he was murdered by right-
wing extremists and elements of the Guatemalan Army.  His 
murder has been recognized by the Vatican Congregation for the 
Causes of the Saints as martyrdom.  I was privileged to be a friend 
of the Servant of God Stanley, and would like to tell you about 
him. 

Father Connolly is a Priest of the 
Diocese of Allentown and Pastor 
Emeritus of St. Joseph Parish, 
Girardville and of St. Vincent de Paul 
Parish, Girardville. 
 
 

C4 Truth be Told: Sharing the Faith in a 
Relativistic Culture 

Mr. Ryan Bolster How do we speak about what matters most in life with someone 
who denies the existence of objective truth and moral absolutes?  
How do we share our faith in the One Who said, I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life with a person who acknowledges only 
“your truth” and “my truth”, but not “the truth”?  This session 
will address ways to engage and evangelize those we know and 
meet who have embraced relativism. 

Ryan Bolster is Director of Adult 
Education and Catechist Formation for 
the Diocese of Harrisburg. 

C5 Practical Tips for Husbands and 
Fathers 

Mr. Tim Finnerty During this workshop Mr. Finnerty will discuss and make 
suggestions for husbands and fathers to consider to help in 
today’s busy family life. 

Tim Finnerty is a husband, father, 
practicing attorney, and active 
member of St. Margaret Mary Parish, 
Harrisburg. 

C6 Our Lady of Guadalupe:   Patroness 
of the Americas, Patroness of Life - 
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe 
Patrona de la Vida (In Spanish)  

Father Luis Rodriguez, VF ¿Por qué es importante para todas las Américas la aparición de 
María de Guadalupe de México?  Una descripción más detallada 
de la imagen milagrosa y el mensaje de confianza invita al 
creyente a una apreciación más profunda del don de Dios de la 
vida humana en todas sus etapas.  Podemos apreciar todo ser 
humano mediante el humilde mensaje de Nuestra Señora. 

Father Rodriguez is Pastor of Corpus 
Christi Parish, Chambersburg and 
Dean of the Franklin Deanery. 

C7 St. Joseph: SuperHero for our Times Mr. Tony Devlin How did a mild mannered carpenter from a Jewish backwater 
gain the ninja skills he needed to battle the undead and win the 
title “Terror of the Demons?” Is he a literary construct, as secular 
scholars claim or is he Special Agent Joseph, First Officer of the 
Witness Protection Program? The truth is out there. Join us as 
we query the best minds in Catholic history to see through the 
mists of time and reveal the secret identity of the man God chose 
to raise and protect the Savior of the world.  

Tony Devlin is a member of St. Joseph 
Parish, Mechanicsburg, and works in 
men's ministries to promote 
evangelization and the model of Saint 
Joseph. 

C8 The Biblical Roots of the Mass Mr. Thomas Nash Jesus' one Sacrifice of Calvary didn't begin and end on that first 
Good Friday, as many Christians It culminated in everlasting glory 
in the heavenly sanctuary at Christ's Ascension, and is made 
sacramentally present every time we celebrate Mass.  Learn how 
Jesus fulfills all Old Testament sacrifices, particularly the Passover 
and Day of Atonement/Yom Kippur sacrifices.  "Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven."  Nowhere are 
those words from the Lord's Prayer more profoundly fulfilled than 
in the Mass! 

Thomas Nash is a writer and Research 
Associate at Ave Maria Radio in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan.  Previously, he was a 
Theology Advisor at EWTN.  
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C9 “The Rosary is the Weapon.” – St. 
(Padre) Pio The Power and Promises 
to Those Who Pray the Rosary 

Mr. James Gontis The Rosary is one of the greatest, most powerful, and time-
honored prayers that Catholics have at their disposal.  It can 
change lives! St. Pio of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio) referred to the 
Rosary as “The Weapon.”  Pope Saint John Paul II said about it, 
“The Rosary is my favorite prayer.” It has been recommended by 
saints, popes, and sages for hundreds of years.  This workshop 
will explore the theology of the Rosary, the 15 Promises that the 
Blessed Virgin Mary gave to St. Dominic for those who are 
devoted to the Rosary, some fascinating stories and anecdotes 
regarding the Rosary, and practical tips for praying the Rosary 
more effectively.  Come to this workshop and be taken in by this 
powerful prayer which is, as St. John Paul wrote, a “meditation on 
the Face of Christ in the School of Mary.” 

Jim Gontis is Director of Religious 
Education and Director of Sports 
Ministry for the Diocese of Harrisburg. 

C10 SportsLeader: A Program for Sports 
as a Vehicle for Evangelization and 
Virtue 

Mr. Lou Judd How sports can be one of the most effective tools to evangelize 
today. 

Lou Judd is the National Director of 
SportsLeader and lives in the Diocese 
of Covington, Kentucky. 

C11 The Sacred Heart of Jesus and the 
Reign of Divine Mercy in the Family 

Mr. Dominic Lombardi The sacrificial love of Jesus is both the source and summit of the 
vocation of the family to be a communion of life and love.  This 
presentation will address how Devotion to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus leads the family to the source of its identity, and in 
encountering Christ’s love as mercy proclaims Him to the world 
through its witness. 

Dominic Lombardi is Secretary for 
Evangelization and Catholic Life for the 
Diocese of Harrisburg. 

C12 “I was in prison and you visited 
Me.”: Considering Prison Ministry? 

Deacon James Doyle Prisoners who deepen their faith and grow in understanding of 
Christ have the opportunity to be transformed – which they can 
do most effectively through the human contact with faith-filled 
Catholics.  Opportunities for direct evangelization abound in the 
many prisons in the Diocese as do those for supporting victims of 
crime. Both active volunteers and informed parishioners are 
needed to help this vital work of Mercy to continue to grow in 
fruitfulness in serving the often-forgotten. 

Deacon Doyle serves as Deacon at Our 
Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish, 
Harrisburg, and has served in Prison 
Ministry for many years. 

C13 Single Laymen Acting as Light to the 
World  

Mr. Richard Groff The single state is a gift that allows one to more freely share the 
Catholic Faith with others.  The session will explore ways that 
single laymen can build up the Body of Christ. 

Rich Groff is a single layman and 
Director or Religious Education at St. 
Joseph Parish, Mechanicsburg.   


