
THE SOCIETY OF ST. PETER APOSTLE 
Dear Father Sharman, 

 Please accept my gift for the education of a missionary priest, brother, or sister.  I pledge my own prayers to 

“...the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.”  (Matt 9:38) 

 

 $500         $250          $100          $50    other $_______________ 

please detach below and return with your gift 

The Society of St. Peter Apostle 
... a Pontifical Mission Society for the support of Mission Seminarians and Novices 

 

 

Office of Pontifical Missions ~ Diocese of Harrisburg 

4800 Union Deposit Road ~ Harrisburg, PA  17111-3710 

(717) 657-4804 ext. 240 

missions@hbgdiocese.org  ~ www.hbgdiocese.org/missions 

 

Summer 2017 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

 God wills that all men and women be saved through His Son and come to knowledge of the Truth.  In 

fulfillment of His will, Jesus established the Church to be the instrument of salvation through the proclamation of 

the Gospel and the celebration of the sacraments. 

 

 To extend and fulfill the mission of Jesus, He calls to Himself workers who preach the Gospel and celebrate 

the sacraments so all people can advance in the way of salvation and love.  In spirit, the missionary, chosen by God, 

has contemplated Jesus Christ commissioning the apostles to conquer the world, not by weapons but by persuasion 

and love.  Captivated by the love of Jesus, the missionary gives up family, homeland, and all that he treasures as his 

very own—to bring the love of Christ to others and fulfill the mandate of Jesus to “...go and teach all nations.” 

   

 The Society of St. Peter Apostle was founded to help raise awareness of vocation needs and to help 

financially support vocations in mission lands.  The young and growing Church, especially in Africa, is generously 

responding to the Lord’s call to follow Him in shepherding the Church into the future with an abundance of 

vocations to the priesthood and religious life.  But they need your help! 

  

 The abundance of missions vocations is a blessing to us as priests from mission lands come to assist the 

Church in America with our pastoral needs.  The Diocese of Harrisburg presently benefits from twenty-one  

foreign-born missionaries serving in our parishes and Catholic institutions.  They remind us, by their presence and 

apostolic zeal, of the missionary spirit that should burn brightly in the hearts of the Church in our country and 

around the world. 

 

Now I come to you as a beggar for Christ.  Would you help make the dream of a vocation become a reality 

for a mission seminarian or novice, and help them to spread the Gospel message of love and hope to others?  If you 

cannot afford a financial gift at this time, I ask your daily prayers so these young people persevere in their loving 

response to serve the Lord and His Church. 

  

 With prayerful best wishes, I remain 

  

Devotedly yours in Christ, 

 

 

Reverend Robert F. Sharman 

Diocesan Director 
  

The Society of St. Peter Apostle provides a $700 per year scholarship for young seminarians in mission countries; there 

are similar scholarships provided for Consecrated Religious.  

 
Name__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip________________________________________________________________ 

Checks payable to: 

     Society of St. Peter Apostle. 

 

Credit card donations may also 

be made directly on our website: 

www.hbgdiocese.org/missions  

(or call our office). 

Donor names and addresses are only used for the Pontifical Mission Societies   

and are never rented or sold or shared with any other organization. 



Dear Father Sharman, 

Please remember my special intentions listed below in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 

 

Supporting Vocations in Mission Countries 

 

 

THE SOCIETY OF ST. PETER APOSTLE 

Despite challenges, Vietnamese churches 

baptize, on average, 100,000 new Catholics 

each year and have 1,500 seminarians in 

training. 

 

In March of 1098, twenty-one monks walked 

into an inhospitable forest in Citeaux, France, to 

establish a new monastery.  The Cistercian Order 

that emerged from those woods is now known 

for simplicity, depth, and the contemplative 

masters it has produced: Bernard of Clairvaux, 

Thomas Merton, and Thomas Keating, to name a 

few.   

 

Today some 7,000 Cistercians serve worldwide, 

including the monks of Our Lady of Eternal 

Happiness in Cau Ngang, Vietnam.  They lived in secret for 34 years under the Communist government 

but now live, work and pray legally, earning enough money and food to live day-to-day. They are currently 

raising money to build new living quarters and a monastery.  Your help through the Society of St. Peter 

Apostle will assist orders like the Cisterians in building seminaries and chapels.  “God bless those who 

participate and join us in this effort, manifesting their love by sharing with poor churches,” says Father 

Hoa Tran. 

“These religious, one day, are outposts of 

mission and proclamation of the Gospel.”   
Cardinal Filoni,  

Prefect of the Congregation for the  

Evangelization of Peoples  
 

Mater Ecclesiae College in Rome educates 

women religious in leadership, theology and 

other subjects so they can effectively minister to 

the marginalized and the poor in their home 

countries. 

 

Currently, 113 sisters from nations as diverse as 

Rwanda, Vietnam, Thailand, Egypt and Peru 

study at the college. 

 

The Sisters are all from small religious communities, without a large base of support.  “What a big 

difference our little group of Sisters can make—with your help,”  says Sister Francisca, a Sister of the 

Sacred Heart who will complete her studies at Mater Ecclesiae in 2017. 

 

When they finish their education in Rome, the Sisters return home to be leaders in their local mission 

churches, touching the lives of many by their loving service.  Your generosity to the Society of St. Peter 

Apostle will help guarantee the training and formation of Catholic leaders who will pay the investment 

forward in decades of service.   


