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Fatima at 100

CNS/PAULO CUNHA, EPA

A statue of Mary is carried through the crowd at the Marian shrine of Fatima in central Portugal in this file photo. May 13 marks the 100th anniversary of Mary’s first of
several appearances to three shepherd children in Fatima, two of whom will be canonized by Pope Francis during his visit there this weekend. See pages 8 and 9 for
features on Fatima.

Local Events Commemorating
the Apparitions

May 13 marks the 100th anniversary of the Blessed Mother’s
first of several appearances to three children in Fatima, Portugal.
The message from Fatima is to pray the Rosary in order to obtain peace
for the world, the conversion of sinners and in reparation for the sins
committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Several diocesan
parishes will host events celebrating the anniversary of the first apparition.
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The Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our Lady of Fatima at Good
Shepherd Church in Camp Hill last summer.

Our Lady of Fatima Mission in Jonestown
• 560 North Mill Street, at U.S. 22
and North Mill Street
• Saturday, May 13 at 1 p.m.
Recitation of the Rosary outdoors by the
statues of the three children and Our Lady.
Holy Mass will follow.
St. Joan of Arc Parish in Hershey
• Chocolatetown Square, corner
of Chocolate and Cocoa Avenues
• Saturday, May 13 at 10:30 a.m.
Rosary map devotion, with different
ministries leading prayers while roses
are placed in the map.
In case of rain, event will be held at
St. Joan of Arc Church, 359 West Areba Avenue.

St. Rose of Lima Parish in York
• 950 West Market Street
• Saturday, May 13 at 8 a.m.
Morning of Reflection Retreat with
the Rosary, followed by Mass with
Father Daniel Richards as celebrant.
Retreat will conclude at 11:30 a.m.
St. Catherine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg
• 4000 Derry Street
• Saturday, May 13 following 9 a.m. Mass
Recitation of the Rosary in the Plaza
of Our Lady of the Globe
Event will be held rain or shine.
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Annual Convention of the Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic Women

‘Joined in Christ’
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

The 92nd annual convention of the Harrisburg Diocesan Council
of Catholic Women illustrated the global connection of Catholic
women through their service, ministry and charity to their families,
parishes, communities and the universal Church.
The efforts and good works of the Diocesan Council of Catholic
Women were evident at the convention, which was hosted by the
Northern District on May 1 at the Cardinal Keeler in Harrisburg.
The event highlighted the activities of its three Commissions – Spirituality, Service and Leadership – and moved attendees’ to respond
with giving hearts.
Such displays of charity included collections for baby clothing
and migrant ministry, and exhibits concerning the promotion of religious vocations, a scholarships for high school senior girls, Catholic Charities, Catholic Relief Services, the Hispanic Apostolate, a
prayer shawl ministry, pro-life activities and fair trade items.
Membership in the Diocesan Council of Catholic Women is open
to all women of the Harrisburg Diocese 18 years of age and older.
The council provides a network of support through affiliated parish Council of Catholic Women organizations, of“St. Joseph is the quiet rock who makes all things work.
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Above: Father David L.
Danneker, Ph.D.,
Diocesan Vicar General,
was the principal
celebrant for the Mass,
concelebrated by
several priests of the
diocese. Father Danneker
offered convention
participants words of
gratitude on behalf of
Bishop Ronald Gainer,
who was in
Philadelphia for a meeting
of Pennsylvania’s bishops.
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Maribeth Stewart, President-Elect of the
National Council of Catholic Women and
Vice President General of WUCWO (World
Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations),
delivers her keynote address at the
convention of the Harrisburg Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women

Above: Emma
Schaedler and
Ruth Castellano
lead the
congregation in
the Gospel
Acclimation. The
Children’s Choir
from St.
Catherine
Labouré School
in Harrisburg
led the
congregation
in praise and
worship music
during Mass.
Right: Women
joyfully greet
each other at
the convention,
held May 1 at
the Cardinal
Keeler Center in
Harrisburg.

“The good works accomplished in our homes, our parishes, our
communities and on the national and international stages place our pleas
into action, into positive measures that help alleviate the suffering and
general disorder of our world. Without our faith, it would be so easy to
despair and say, ‘There’s nothing I can do.’ But we know, we believe, that
with God, all things are indeed possible, and so we pick up our Rosary
beads, we pull out our Divine Mercy Chaplet, open our Bible, make
ourselves get up and go to Mass, and we go throughout our day, naturally
spending little moments in prayer….. Together, we believe that our prayers
and good works can change our world. We are joined in prayer, joined in
Christ.”
~ Maribeth Stewart, President-Elect of the NCCW,
92nd Annual Convention of the Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic Women
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Harrisburg Catholic Students Receive
OSTC Scholarships via UGI Energy Services
UGI Energy Services LLC presented a check in the amount of $8,000 for
scholarship opportunities for students
at Harrisburg Catholic Elementary
School, through the diocese’s Neumann Scholarship Foundation and the
company’s participation in Pennsylvania’s Opportunity Scholarship Tax
Credit (OSTC) program. The presentation was made May 3 at the school’s
Holy Family campus.
The Neumann Scholarship Foundation was established by the diocese
in response to the state’s Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC)
program providing scholarships to
eligible students to attend the school
of their choice. This year, nearly
3,000 students are receiving support
for their education. According to the
foundation, many parents would be
unable to make their desired choice
for the child’s education without this
support.
“Neumann Scholarship Foundation
is an important resource for many
families in Dauphin and Perry Counties,” said Sen. John DiSanto. “These
corporate partnerships enable hundreds of students to have access to
high quality education, which might
not have been available to them, had
they not received scholarship support.”
Students holding the check are,
from left, Jazmin Loja, Matthew
Morehead, Taylor Rodriguez, Hadrian Ramos, Brandon Montoya and Sabastian Barrera-Coplin.
Back row from left are Lawrence
Godlasky, Director of Government
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Affairs for UGI Energy Services;
Chuck Erdman, staff member representing Sen. DiSanto; Jaclyn Nawa,
Communications Specialist for UGI
Energy Services; Father Edward J.
Quinlan, Diocesan Secretary for Education; and David Rushinski, principal of Harrisburg Catholic Elementary
School.
The OSTC program is available to
Pennsylvania businesses paying certain

Bishop Gainer’s
Public Calendar
May 13 – Confirmation at Immaculate Conception
BVM Church, Berwick, 10 a.m.; Confirmation at St.
Columba Church, Bloomsburg, 2 p.m.
May 14 – Confirmation at Sacred Heart of Jesus
Church, Lewistown, 2 p.m.
May 18 – Delone Catholic High School
Baccalaureate Mass, St. Joseph Church, Hanover,
7 p.m.
May 20 – Ordination to the Diaconate, St. Patrick
Cathedral, Harrisburg, 10 a.m.; Keynote Address at
Gala de Fe, Emerald Foundation, Lancaster, 6 p.m.
May 22 – Lancaster Catholic High School
Baccalaureate Mass, St. John Neumann Church,
Lancaster, 7 p.m.
May 23 – York Catholic High School Graduation,
York Catholic High School, 7:30 p.m.
May 24 – Pennsylvania Senate Guest Chaplain,
Pennsylvania State Capital, 11 a.m.
May 27 – 100th Anniversary Celebration of
Assumption BVM Church, Prince of Peace Parish,
Steelton, 5:30 p.m.

specific state taxes and deemed eligible
for participation by the Pennsylvania
Department of Community and Economic Development. This year marks
the fourth year of participation in the
OSTC program by UGI Energy Services, which markets natural gas, electricity and liquid fuels to commercial,
institutional and industrial customers.
(For information about the Neumann Scholarship Foundation and the

EITC and OSTC programs, visit www.
hbgdiocese.org/giving/ostc-programinformation-for-businesses/ or contact Paula Lasecki, Diocesan Director
of Development, at 717-657-4804 or
plasecki@hbgdiocese.org.
For information on Harrisburg Catholic Elementary School, visit www.
hbgcathelem.org or call 717-232-2551
of the Holy Family Campus or 717234-3797 for the Cathedral Campus.)

Papal Blessing Parchments from Vatican
In a change of procedure implemented at the
Vatican, Papal Blessing Parchments are now only
available directly from the Vatican. The blessings
are issued on hand-crafted parchment scrolls that
are drawn up by calligraphers. Those interested in
obtaining a Papal Blessing Parchment must contact the Office of Papal Charities, Vatican City,
directly. A link to this office is posted on the diocesan Web site under the Resources tab at www.hbgdiocese.org or by visiting Vatican.va and searching, “Papal Blessing Parchments.”
The Apostolic Blessing is granted for the following occasions:
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, Marriage, Priestly Ordination, Religious Profession,
Secular Consecration, Ordinations of Permanent
Deacons, Marriage Anniversaries (10, 25, 40, 50,
60 years)*, Priestly Ordination, Religious Pro-

fession, Birthdays (18, 50, 60, 70, 80, 90, 100)*
Catholic individuals* or families* (with name and
surname of the spouses united in a religious marriage).
Requests marked with an asterisk (*) need to
have approval of the Pastor. Requests for papal
blessings for other occasions will not be accepted.
A link to this office is posted on the Diocesan
Web site under the Resources tab at www.HbgDiocese.org or by visiting www.Vatican.va and
searching, “Papal blessing parchments.”
Please note that when making international calls
from the USA, you must first dial the US exit code
of 011. This is followed by the code for the country you are dialing, then the phone number. The
country code for Vatican City is 379 and for Italy
is 39.

Witness Readership Survey Underway
We Want to Hear from You!

For the first time in its more-than 50-year history, The Catholic Witness newspaper is conducting a survey of its readers, and we encourage your
participation.
The survey is anonymous and will provide us
with information on how you – our readers – experience the diocesan newspaper, and will identify
your reading interests and impressions of its content and distribution.
It will also allow readers to share their own comments and observations via open-ended questions.
Ultimately, your participation in the survey will
help guide decisions on how we might better serve
you.

Results of the survey will be provided to staff of
The Catholic Witness; its publisher, Bishop Ronald Gainer; its Advisory Board; and the Diocesan
Communications Office to help steer discussions
on future developments and refinements.
The survey is available online
until June 9 at: https://www.surveymonkey.
com/r/TheCatholicWitness2017
A number of hard copies are available for readers who wish to participate but who do not have
computer access. A hard copy may be requested
by calling 717-657-4804, ext. 208, and leaving a
message with name and address.
We thank you for your participation.
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‘Give Us’
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness
When I was a novice, I had the opportunity to take a college biology class. During one field experience, we were told to collect pond water, making sure that we
collected some algae. Once back in the classroom, we were to put the algae under
the microscope in order to classify it. This was supposed to be a
simple biological observation. However, it turned out to be more
complicated than our instructor originally thought.
Thoughts
Standing at the side of the pond at our
motherhouse, thinking “more would be
from a Catholic
better,” I plunged my pitcher into the
Evangelist
water in order to collect as much pond
Sister Geralyn
“gunk” as I possibly could. To my surSchmidt, SCC
prise, besides the sought-after algae, I
also collected several fresh water critters.
The first to be discovered was a snail. I
was amused as it slowly explored the new world of the fish tank I
gently put it into. Because of the change in temperature from the chilly water of the
pond to the warm water of the fish tank, the snail sensed a season change and began
to lay eggs! To my delight under a magnifying glass, the other novices and I watched
as embryonic snails began to develop and move within their transparent eggs.
My second surprise was an organism that looked like an octopus on a stalk. It
would extend its tentacles, grab something that was swimming by and then put it
in its mouth. I asked Sister Cletus, our instructor, what kind of animal it was. Smiling, Sister told me to observe it and then gave me biological books to assist me in
its identification. This happened in the “pre-Google age” when research was truly
a chore!
The tiny critter that was hanging on the algae was a hydra! According to Wikipedia1, hydras are small fresh-water animals that are native to the temperate and
tropical regions. They feed on tiny aquatic invertebrates; animals that are smaller
than they are. When they feed, they extend their body to maximum length and then
slowly extend their tentacles, waiting for their prey to come to them. As I watched
this animal sit and wait for its next meal, I recalled the line in the Lord’s Prayer:
“give us this day our daily bread.”
The Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us that when we pray “give us,”
we are like trustful children who look to the Father for everything. “Jesus teaches
us this petition, because it glorifies our Father by acknowledging how good He is.”
(CCC 2828)
In addition, “give us” also expresses an aspect of the covenant God established
with mankind at our creation. (CCC 2829) This covenant relationship requires us to
give ourselves completely to God. “Covenant relationship is a relationship of sacrifice centered in the love of God and love of our brothers and sisters made in God’s
image and likeness. … [It] is not an arrogant self-love of the culture that places the
individual at the center of all meaning and existence. …. [It] desires Jesus Christ –
the way, and the truth and the life – above all else.”2
Just as this tiny creature reached out into the pond water, expecting to receive
sustenance that was so essential to its existence, we too should do the same. Our
heavenly Father gives us on a daily basis the “nourishment that life requires – all
appropriate goods and blessings, both material and spiritual. … Jesus insists on
the filial trust that cooperates with our Father’s providence. He is not inviting us to
idleness, but wants to relieve us from nagging worry and preoccupation. Such is the
filial surrender of the children of God.” (CCC 2830)
At every Mass, the celebrant extends his arms and invites us as one voice to pray
“Our Father … ” Isn’t this the same posture as the tiny creature I found so many
years ago in pond water? This creature had no understanding of the awesomeness of
his stance. But, we do! At the moment of our baptism, the celebrant claimed us as
God’s own son or daughter! It is my prayer that as we recite the Lord’s Prayer, our
trust for our awesome God is ever realized and deepened.
1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hydra_(genus)
2
Burke-Sivers, Harold. Behold the Man: A Catholic Vision of Male Spirituality.
San Francisco, CA: Ignatius, 2015. Pg. 25.
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for Wives in the
Diaconate Program. An educator for 29 years, she is responsible for Professional
Development Programs for every age learner. Through her presentations, she challenges her audiences to be the individual God has called them to be.)
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Living and Spreading
the Catholic Faith – Part III
By Jim Gontis
Special to The Witness
What is necessary for our living out and spreading of the Catholic faith? How do
we do it?
Much is already being done. But God is always calling us to become better. In
part three of this series, here are just one man’s ideas for ways to
further God’s Kingdom in our own lives, families, and in our local
Church.
For the purpose of continuity, here is a
thumbnail sketch of those areas on which
Vox Clamantis
we have focused to this point.
Marriage and Family Life – Authentic
One Crying in
marriage and family life are the lifeblood
the Wilderness
of a thriving society, diocese, and parish.
Holy Pastors – Pastors who are dediJim Gontis
cated and consistently present to their
parishioners as true spiritual fathers are
essential for thriving parish families. We
are blessed in our diocese with a good and holy bishop and good
priests, deacons, and religious.
Liturgy and Sacraments…especially the Holy Eucharist at the center of parish life –
How else can we expect to thrive as parish families unless Jesus, Himself, is at the
center of our lives? Through the Eucharist and sacraments, we receive his grace to
become holy.
Truth – Growing in knowledge, love and service of God through grace-filled encounters, and good Catholic reading and study, enkindles our love for Jesus and his
Church.
Beauty – Beauty reaches into our souls like nothing else. Beauty is its own language that speaks directly to the soul and reflects that Ultimate Beauty, who is God.
Goodness – Rooting out sin in our lives, growing in virtue, and living in sanctifying grace unite us to the Most Holy Trinity and one another; stoking in us the love for
God and neighbor.
A question one might reasonably ask is, “What’s left?” The answer: Much!
Here are a few thoughts, hints and suggestions for our own growth in the faith and
for the growth of the faith in general:
Devotions – This is a “powder keg” of grace begging for its fuse to be lit. Various
liturgical, seasonal, and special devotions such as Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, the Rosary, Divine Mercy Chaplet, Stations of the Cross, etc., should be prayed
frequently in our parishes and schools. God has promised and delivered torrents of
grace through the rich devotional life of the Church. Catholic homes, parishes and
schools should not just tap into the devotional life now and then, but with regularity.
College Students and Young Adults – Why are some religious orders growing
so rapidly? Why are apostolates like the Fellowship of Catholic University Students
(FOCUS), the National Evangelization Team (NET) and Generation Life forming so
many missionary disciples? Why are places like Franciscan University, Christendom
College and Thomas Aquinas College, and Newman Centers such as at Texas A&M,
the University of Illinois, and the University of Nebraska…to name a few…bringing
in so many people to the Catholic Church, cranking out thousands of holy marriages
and families, hundreds of vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life, and setting people on fire for the faith and at the service of the Church? Their success is not
accidental. They have vision. They constantly seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit,
they love the Church, they know their mission is to form and become saints and they
have a thirst for mission springing from deep and consistent prayer and sacramental
lives, their eyes are fixed on Heaven with feet firmly on the ground, and they are all
characterized by dynamic Catholic orthodoxy and holy boldness.
Catholic Schools, Religious Education Programs, and Homeschooling Families – Formation, Formation, Formation. High graduation and college entrance rates
= good. High saint rates = great. Both doable. They are not mutually exclusive. The
future and present of our Church depend on it.
Youth Ministry for Every Parish – Parishes could work together to provide high
school kids a dynamic opportunity for friendship, formation, works of mercy, fellowship, and fun! Shouldn’t every parish have a regular youth ministry program available
to its teenagers?
“Conversion” is not a dirty word – Conversion is a good thing, whether it is conversion to the fullness of the Catholic faith, or the on-going conversion of those of us
who are cradle Catholics. We all need conversion. The Church is not about imposing
the faith, but proposing it. Jesus commissioned the apostles to go to the “ends of the
earth,” and St. John Paul II called for a “New Evangelization.” Let’s be disciples and
make them!
Life Should Revolve around the Home and the Parish – Many think these days
are over. I don’t think so. People want to know they are loved and that they belong.
Some simple things to help promote this unity are family dinners, family prayer, family fun, coffee and donuts after Mass, parish picnics and cultural festivals. The Catholic faith involves marriage and family and a banquet; Heaven involves marriage and
family and a banquet; the Bible begins with a marriage and ends with the Wedding
Feast of the Lamb. See a pattern here? God is giving us a blueprint. Let’s follow it!
Sacred Heart of Jesus and Immaculate Heart of Mary – Among the 12 great
promises that Jesus gave to St. Margaret Mary regarding those having devotion to His
Sacred Heart, was this one: “I will bless the homes in which the image of My Sacred
Heart shall be exposed and honored.” I think it would bring tremendous graces flooding into our diocese if we honored Jesus’ request. The shortest route to the heart of
Jesus is through the hands and heart of Mary. What better time than as we celebrate
the 100th anniversary of Mary’s appearance at Fatima, than to stoke in our hearts the
fire of love and devotion to her Immaculate Heart and through her, the Sacred Heart
of her son, Jesus. What better time to actively promote devotion and enthronement of
the Sacred and Immaculate Hearts in all of our homes, parishes, schools, and institutions.
Let’s live, love, and promote Catholicism!
(Jim Gontis is the Director of Religious Education and recently appointed Director
of Sports Ministry for the Diocese of Harrisburg.)
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Church Leaders View
Religious Freedom
Order as Positive Step

Long-Awaited Executive
Order on Religion
has Unclear Path Ahead

By Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service

By Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service

Many religious leaders viewed President Donald Trump’s executive order on religious freedom, which he signed in a White House Rose Garden ceremony May 4, as a
step in the right direction.
In a ceremony for the National Day of Prayer prior to signing the executive order,
Trump told the assembled religious leaders: “We’re taking big steps to protect religious
liberty” and he assured them the government “won’t stand for religious discrimination.”
Three religious leaders, including Washington Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl, offered
prayers during the ceremony. Just prior to the event, Cardinal Wuerl and Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops, met with Trump about the order.
In an interview with Catholic News Service at Reagan National Airport just after the
White House ceremony, Cardinal DiNardo said the meeting with the president was brief
but productive.
Earlier, in a statement, the cardinal said the executive order “begins the process of
alleviating the serious burden of the HHS mandate,” referring to the mandate issued
by the federal Department of Health and Human Services requiring most religious employers to provide coverage of artificial birth control for their employees even if they
morally oppose it.
But Cardinal DiNardo also stressed that the U.S. bishops will “have to review the
details of any regulatory proposals.”
The text of the order, “Promoting Free Speech and Religious Liberty,” states that
cabinet offices “shall consider issuing amended regulations, consistent with applicable
law, to address conscience-based objections to the preventive-care mandate.”
During the White House ceremony, Trump told some of the Little Sisters of the Poor
in the crowd: “Your long ordeal will soon be over.: The sisters are just one of the groups
that challenged the federal contraceptive mandate all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court.
Mother Loraine Marie Maguire, superior of the Little Sisters’ Baltimore province,
said in a statement that the sisters are “grateful for the president’s order and look forward to the agencies giving us an exemption so that we can continue caring for the
elderly poor and dying” without fear of government punishment.
Another aspect of the order is a weakening of what Trump called the “unfair” Johnson
Amendment during the May 4 event. The 1954 amendment bans churches and nonprofit
organizations of all types from participating in partisan political activity at the risk of
losing their tax-exempt status.
Trump told the religious leaders that the order’s attempt to lessen restrictions of the
amendment will be “giving our churches their voices back.”
The order states the Treasury Department shall ensure and “respect and protect the
freedom of persons and organizations to engage in religious and political speech.”
It also calls for department officials to “not take any adverse action against any individual, house of worship, or other religious organization” for speaking about “moral or
political issues from a religious perspective.”
Regarding religious liberty, the order is not very specific. It states: “In order to guide
all agencies in complying with relevant federal law, the attorney general shall, as appropriate, issue guidance interpreting religious liberty protections in federal law.”
Cardinal DiNardo, in his statement, stressed that in recent years, “people of faith have
experienced pressing restrictions on religious freedom from both the federal government and state governments that receive federal funding.”
He noted that church agencies have specifically experienced such a restriction in
adoption, education, health care and other social services, where he said “widely held
moral and religious beliefs, especially regarding the protection of human life as well
as preserving marriage and family, have been maligned in recent years as bigotry or
hostility.”
“But disagreement on moral and religious issues is not discrimination; instead, it is
the inevitable and desirable fruit of a free, civil society marked by genuine religious
diversity,” he added.
Cardinal DiNardo told CNS that the executive order emphasizes that there should
“not be an overly intrusive federal government” involved when a person or group is
exercising one’s faith.
He also said the president seems to be putting some of these religious liberty issues
directly in the hands of federal departments and the attorney general, which he called
“an important dimension” and a “good way to have this unpacked.”
The White House did not release the full text of the order prior to its signing. A draft
of an earlier version of the order, which included stronger language, was leaked and
published Feb. 1 in The Nation magazine.
Regarding the new order, Cardinal DiNardo said in his statement that the bishops
will “continue to advocate for permanent relief from Congress on issues of critical importance to people of faith,” noting that religious freedom is “a fundamental right that
should be upheld by all branches of government and not subject to political whims.”
Richard Garnett, professor of law at the University of Notre Dame, said in an email
to Catholic News Service that the order will likely be viewed as a commitment from the
administration that it wants to protect religious liberty. “In terms of specifics, however,
the order does very little and does not address a number of pressing and important questions.”
Dominican Sister Donna Markham, president and CEO of Catholic Charities USA,
also welcomed the order and said the organization “looks forward to reviewing the details” of it with the hope that applying it will “allow Catholic Charities agencies to continue to serve all their clients in accordance with their inherent dignity while at the same
time preserving the freedom of these agencies to serve in conformity with our beliefs.”

At a White House Rose Garden ceremony May 4, President Donald
Trump told a group of religious leaders: “It was looking like you’d never get here, but you got here, folks,” referring to their presence at the
signing of the executive order on religious liberty.
And maybe some in the group wondered where “here” was since they
hadn’t even seen the two-page executive order they were gathered to
congratulate and only knew the general idea of it from a White House
memo issued the previous night with just three bullet points.
The order didn’t seem to part any seas to make an immediate path to
religious freedom, especially since it places decisions for how this will
play out in the hands of federal agencies and the attorney general.
Catholic leaders in general seemed to view it with cautious optimism,
praising the order as a first step but not the final word.
Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston, president of the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, who attended the White House
ceremony also celebrating the National Day of Prayer, said immediately
after the event that he had yet to see the entire executive order. He defined the principle of it: “There should not be an overly intrusive federal
government” involved when people are exercising their religious freedom in the public square or institutions they run.
The two-page order, “Promoting Free Speech and Religious Liberty,”
was posted on the White House Web site hours after it was signed. It is
half the length of a leaked draft version of this order published Feb. 1
in The Nation magazine. The order signed by the president is short on
specifics and far less detailed than the leaked draft.
It devotes the most space to a promised easing of the Johnson Amendment – a 1954 law that bans churches and nonprofit organizations with
tax-exempt status from taking part in partisan political activity. Although it would take an act of Congress to do away with this regulation,
Trump can direct the Internal Revenue Service not to enforce it.
Many people likely aren’t familiar with the amendment by name, or
they weren’t before this executive order, but they support the idea of
it, according to a May 4 poll by the Public Religion Research Institute.
The poll shows 71 percent of Americans favor the law, as do most all
major U.S. religious groups. Only about one-third of white evangelical
Protestants favor allowing churches to endorse candidates, compared
to 56 percent who oppose it. Also, just 23 percent of white mainline
Protestants, 25 percent of Catholics and 19 percent of black Protestants
support churches endorsing political candidates.
In an interview with Catholic News Service at Reagan National Airport May 4 on his way back to his diocese for a confirmation Mass,
Cardinal DiNardo said the amendment was likely more important to
evangelical Christians than Catholics because, as he pointed out, the
Catholic Church “has the tradition of ‘Faithful Citizenship,’” which he
said puts the Johnson Amendment in a bigger context.
“Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship,” the U.S. bishops’
quadrennial document on political responsibility, guides voters not according to the stances of specific political candidates but Catholic social
teaching.
Richard Garnett, professor of law at the University of Notre Dame,
said in an email to Catholic News Service that the order’s emphasis
on weakening the Johnson Amendment did not seem particularly significant, noting: “it is already the case that the relevant agencies and
officials are highly deferential – as they should be – to churches and
religious leaders, especially when it comes to what’s said in the context
of sermons and homilies.”
Commenting on another major point of the executive order – relief to
employers with religious objections to include contraception coverage
in their employees’ health care plans – Garnett called it “a good thing –
and long overdue,” but he also noted that “such regulatory relief was already probably on its way, as a result of the Supreme Court’s decisions.”
In a statement after the order was signed, Health and Human Services
Secretary Tom Price promised to take action “in short order” to “safeguard the deeply held religious beliefs of Americans who provide health
insurance to their employees.” The promise didn’t give any specifics.
The lack of details in the order even caused the American Civil Liberties Union, which had been poised to sue, to change its course. In a
statement issued hours after the order’s signing, ACLU director Anthony Romero said the order had “no discernible policy outcome.”
“After careful review of the order’s text, we have determined that the
order does not meaningfully alter the ability of religious institutions or
individuals to intervene in the political process,” he said.
But the group also stands ready to sue the Trump administration if the
order generates any official government action. Religious groups, for
opposite reasons, likewise stand ready to see if the order has any teeth.
As Knights of Columbus Supreme Knight Carl Anderson said in a
statement: “This order marks an important step in restoring those constitutional principles guaranteed to every American,” with the added caveat, “There is still work to be done.”
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Unmask Violence Posing as Holy,
Pope Tells Religious Leaders in Egypt
By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service
Calling his visit to Egypt a journey
of “unity and fraternity,” Pope Francis
launched a powerful call to the nation’s
religious leaders to expose violence
masquerading as holy and condemn religiously inspired hatred as an idolatrous
caricature of God.
“Peace alone, therefore, is holy, and
no act of violence can be perpetrated in
the name of God, for it would profane his
name,” the pope told Muslim and Christian leaders at an international peace conference April 28. Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew of Constantinople was in
attendance.
Pope Francis also warned of attempts
to fight violence with violence, saying
“every unilateral action that does not promote constructive and shared processes
is, in reality, a gift to the proponents of
radicalism and violence.”
The pope began a two-day visit to Cairo by speaking at a gathering organized
by Egypt’s al-Azhar University, Sunni Islam’s highest institute of learning.
He told reporters on the papal flight
from Rome that the trip was significant
for the fact that he was invited by the
grand imam of al-Azhar, Sheik Ahmad elTayeb; Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah
el-Sissi; Coptic Orthodox Pope Tawadros
II; and Coptic Catholic Patriarch Ibrahim
Isaac Sedrak of Alexandria.
Having these four leaders invite him
for the trip shows it is “a trip of unity
and fraternity” that will be “quite, quite
intense” over the next two days, he said.
Greeted with a standing ovation and
a few scattered shouts of “viva il papa”
(long live the pope), the pope later greeted conference participants saying, “Peace
be with you” in Arabic.
He gave a 23-minute talk highlighting
Egypt’s great and “glorious history” as a
land of civilization, wisdom and faith in
God. Small olive branches symbolizing
peace were among the greenery adorning
the podium.

Religious leaders have a duty to respect everyone’s religious identity and
have “the courage to accept differences,”
he said in the talk that was interrupted by
applause several times.
Those who belong to a different culture
or religion “should not be seen or treated
as enemies, but rather welcomed as fellow-travelers,” he said.
Religion needs to take its sacred and
essential place in the world as a reminder
of the “great questions about the meaning of life” and humanity’s ultimate calling. “We are not meant to spend all of our
energies on the uncertain and shifting affairs of this world, but to journey toward
the absolute,” he said.
He emphasized that religion “is not a
problem, but a part of the solution” because it helps people lift their hearts toward God “in order to learn how to build
the city of man.”
Egypt is the land where God gave Moses the Ten Commandments, which include “Thou shalt not kill,” the pope said.
God “exhorts us to reject the way of violence as the necessary condition for every
earthly covenant.”
“Violence is the negation of every authentic religious expression,” he said. “As
religious leaders, we are called, therefore,
to unmask the violence that masquerades
as purported sanctity and is based more
on the ‘absolutizing’ of selfishness than
on authentic openness to the absolute.”
“We have an obligation to denounce
violations of human dignity and human
rights, to expose attempts to justify every
form of hatred in the name of religion and
to condemn these attempts as idolatrous
caricatures of God.” God is holy, the pope
said, and “he is the God of peace.”
He asked everyone at the al-Azhar
conference to say “once more, a firm and
clear ‘No!’ to every form of violence,
vengeance and hatred carried out in the
name of religion or in the name of God.”
Not only are faith and violence, belief
and hatred incompatible, he said, faith
that is not “born of sincere heart and authentic love toward the merciful God” is
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Pope Francis attends a meeting with Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi and
government officials in Cairo April 28. The pope was making a two-day visit to
Egypt.

Pope
Francis greets
Sheik Ahmad
el-Tayeb,
grand imam
of al-Azhar
University, at a
conference on
international
peace in Cairo
April 28.
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nothing more than a social construct “that
does not liberate man, but crushes him.”
Christians, too, must treat everyone as
brother and sister if they are to truly pray
to God, the father of all humanity, the
pope said.
“It is of little or no use to raise our
voices and run about to find weapons for
our protection,” he said. “What is needed
today are peacemakers, not fomenters
of conflict; firefighters, not arsonists;
preachers of reconciliation and not instigators of destruction.”
The pope again appealed for people to
address the root causes of terrorism, like
poverty and exploitation, and stopping
the flow of weapons and money to those
who provoke violence.
“Only by bringing into the light of day
the murky maneuverings that feed the
cancer of war can its real causes be prevented,” he said.
Education and a wisdom that is open,
curious and humble are key, he said, saying properly formed young people can
grow tall like strong trees turning “the
polluted air of hatred into the oxygen of
fraternity.”
He called on all of Egypt to continue
its legacy of being a land of civilization and covenant so it can contribute to
peace for its own people and the whole
Middle East.
The challenge of turning today’s “incivility of conflict” into a “civility of encounter” demands that “we, Christians,
Muslims and all believers, are called to
offer our specific contribution” as brothers and sisters living all under the one
and same sun of a merciful God.
The pope and Sheik el-Tayeb embraced
after the sheik gave his introductory address, which emphasized that only false
notions of religion, including Islam, lead
to violence. The grand imam expressed
gratitude for the pope’s remarks in which
he rejected the association of Islam with
terror.
The sheik began his speech by requesting the audience stand for a minute’s silence to commemorate the victims of ter-

rorism in Egypt and globally, regardless
of their religions.
“We should not hold religion accountable for the crimes of any small group
of followers,” he said. “For example,
Islam is not a religion of terrorism” just
because a small group of fanatics “ignorantly” misinterpret texts of the Quran to
support their hatred.
The security surrounding the pope’s
arrival seemed typical of many papal
trips even though the country was also
in the midst of a government-declared
three-month state of emergency following the bombing of two Coptic Orthodox
churches on Palm Sunday. The attacks,
for which Islamic State claimed responsibility, left 44 people dead and 70 more
injured.
Egypt Prime Minister Sherif Ismail
and other Egyptian officials warmly
greeted Pope Francis on the airport red
carpet after the pope disembarked from
the plane.
They walked together, chatting animatedly, to the VIP hall of Cairo International Airport, then the pontiff was
whisked off to the presidential palace to
meet el-Sissi at the start of his brief 27hour visit.
Pope Francis repeated his calls for
strengthening peace in his speech to hundreds of officials representing government, the diplomatic corps, civil society
and culture.
“No civilized society can be built without repudiating every ideology of evil,
violence and extremism that presumes to
suppress others and to annihilate diversity by manipulating and profaning the
sacred name of God,” he said.
History does not forgive those who
talk about justice and equality, and then
practice the opposite, he said.
It is a duty to “unmask the peddlers of
illusions about the afterlife” and who rob
people of their lives and take away their
ability to “choose freely and believe responsibly.”

Pope, Coptic Patriarch Honor Martyrs, Urge Unity for Peace
By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service
Placing flowers, lighting a candle and praying at the
site where dozens of Coptic Orthodox Christians were
killed by an Islamic State militant last year, Pope Francis and Coptic Orthodox Pope Tawadros II paid homage to those who were killed for their faith.
Pope Francis and Pope Tawadros walked in a short

procession to the Church of St. Peter, where 29 people
died and 31 were wounded Dec. 11. The faithful chanted a song of martyrs, and some clashed cymbals under
the darkened evening sky.
Inside the small church, the leaders of several other
Christian communities in Egypt as well as Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople sat before
the congregation, which included family members of
the victims.

A portion of one wall of the complex was splattered
with blood, and pictures of those killed – many with
bright smiles to the camera – were hung above. Some
of the church’s stone columns were pock-marked from
the debris or shrapnel sent flying from the explosion.
Each of the eight Christian leaders seated before
the congregation, beginning with Pope Francis, read a
More PEACE, page 7
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verse from the beatitudes in the Gospel
of St. Matthew. Pope Francis and Pope
Tawadros then each said a few words in
prayer, and everyone shared a sign of
peace.
Led by Pope Francis, the eight leaders
went to the back of the church, where
each lit a small candle and placed white
flowers beneath the photos of the martyrs. Pope Francis leaned low to touch
the blood-stained wall and made the
sign of the cross.
Earlier, in a historic and significant
move toward greater Christian unity,
Pope Tawadros and Pope Francis signed
an agreement to end a longtime disagreement between the two churches
over the sacrament of baptism.
The Coptic Orthodox Church had required new members joining from most
non-Coptic churches – including those
who had previously been baptized as
Catholic – to be baptized again.
The Catholic Church recognizes all
Christian baptisms performed with water and in “the name of the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit.” Orthodox who enter
the Catholic Church are received as full
members, but not baptized again.
In the joint declaration, the two leaders “mutually declare that we, with one
mind and heart, will seek sincerely not
to repeat the baptism that has been administered in either of our churches
for any person who wishes to join the
other.”
The document was signed during a
courtesy visit with Pope Tawadros at
the Coptic Orthodox Cathedral April 28.
In his speech to Pope Tawadros and
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Pope Francis and Coptic Orthodox Pope Tawadros II attend an ecumenical
prayer service at St. Peter’s Church in Cairo April 28. The church was the site of a
December 2016 bombing.

other Coptic Orthodox leaders, Pope
Francis said, “The innocent blood of defenseless Christians was cruelly shed.” He
told them it was that innocent blood “that
united us.”
“Your sufferings are also our sufferings,” he said, the first day of a two-day
visit to Egypt’s capital.
“How many martyrs in this land, from
the first centuries of Christianity, have
lived their faith heroically to the end,
shedding their blood rather than denying
the Lord and yielding to the enticements
of evil or merely to the temptation of repaying evil with evil?”
“How many martyrs in this land, from
the first centuries of Christianity, have
lived their faith heroically to the end,

shedding their blood rather than denying
the Lord and yielding to the enticements
of evil or merely to the temptation of repaying evil with evil,” he said.
He encouraged Catholic and Orthodox to work hard to “oppose violence by
preaching and sowing goodness, fostering concord and preserving unity, praying
that all these sacrifices may open the way
to a future of full communion between us
and peace for all.”
Pope Tawadros, in his speech, said Pope
Francis was following in the footsteps of
his namesake, St. Francis of Assisi, who
came to Egypt nearly 1,000 years ago to
meet Sultan al-Kamel and engage in “one
of the most important experiences of intercultural dialogue in history – a dialogue

that is renewed today with your visit.”
Calling Pope Francis one of the symbols of peace “in a world tormented
by conflicts and wars,” the Orthodox
leader underlined that the world was
thirsting for sincere efforts of spreading
peace and love, and stopping violence
and extremism.
Pope Tawadros said Pope Francis’
visit “is a message for the rest of the
world,” showing Egypt as a model of
mutual respect and understanding.
Despite Christianity’s deep roots in
Egypt, which was evangelized by St.
Mark, Christians have lived through
some difficult and turbulent periods, he
said. But that only made people’s desire
to love even greater, showing that “love
and tolerance are stronger than hatred
and revenge and that the light of hope is
stronger than the darkness of desperation.”
“The criminal minds” behind all the
violence and threats hurting Egypt will
never be able to break or weaken the
hearts of its citizens who are united and
showing an example for future generations.
Later in the evening, Pope Francis
was scheduled to go to the apostolic
nunciature, where he was staying, and
greet a group of children who attend
a Comboni-run school in Cairo. After
dinner, he was expected to greet some
300 young people who came from outside Cairo to see him.
The majority of the 82.5 million
Egyptians are Sunni Muslims. Most estimates say 10-15 percent of the Egyptian population are Christians, most of
them Coptic Orthodox, but there are
Catholics, Protestants and other various
Christian communities in the country as
well.

True Faith Means Loving Others to the
Extreme, Pope Tells Egypt’s Catholics
By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service
The only kind of fanaticism that is acceptable to God is being fanatical about
loving and helping others, Pope Francis
said on his final day in Egypt.
“True faith,” he told Catholics, “makes
us more charitable, more merciful, more
honest and more humane. It moves our
hearts to love everyone without counting
the cost.”
The pope celebrated an open-air Mass
April 29 in Cairo’s Air Defense Stadium,
built by the anti-aircraft branch of the
Egyptian armed forces. The pope concelebrated with Coptic Catholic Patriarch Ibrahim Isaac Sedrak of Alexandria
and leaders of the other Catholic rites in
Egypt.
After spending the first day of his
visit in meetings with Muslim leaders, government officials, diplomats
and members of the Coptic Orthodox Church, the pope dedicated the
second day of his trip to Egypt’s minority Catholic community.
In his homily, the pope used the
day’s Gospel reading of the two disciples’ journey to Emmaus to highlight how easy it is to feel disappointment, despair and defeat when
one is trapped by a false notion of
who God really is.
The disciples could not believe
that the one who could raise others from the dead and heal the sick
could “end up on hanging on the
cross of shame,” the pope said.
Believing Jesus was dead, all their
dreams died with him on the cross
and were buried in the tomb.
“How often do we paralyze our-

selves by refusing to transcend our own
ideas about God, a god created in the image and likeness of man,” he said. “How
often do we despair by refusing to believe that God’s omnipotence is not one
of power and authority, but rather of love,
forgiveness and life.”
Like the disciples, he said, Christians
will never recognize the true face of God
until they let their mistaken ideas die on
the cross, rise up from the tomb of their
limited understanding and shatter their
hardened hearts like the “breaking of the
bread” in the Eucharist.
“We cannot encounter God without first
crucifying our narrow notions of a god
who reflects only our own understanding of omnipotence and power,” the pope
said.

True faith “makes us see the other not
as an enemy to be overcome, but a brother
or sister to be loved, served and helped,”
he said, and it leads to dialogue and respect and the courage to defend the rights
and dignity of everyone, not just oneself.
“God is pleased only by a faith that is
proclaimed by our lives, for the only fanaticism believers can have is that of
charity. Any other fanaticism does not
come from God and is not pleasing to
him,” he said.
At the end of the Mass, Patriarch Sedrak thanked the pope for his visit, which,
though it was brief, “has overflowed our
hearts with joy and our lives with blessing.”
The warm welcome Pope Francis received from so many political and reli-

gious components of Egyptian society
“is a message to the world that confirms
Egypt’s nature” as a lover of peace that
seeks to affirm peace in the Middle East
and the world, the patriarch said.
Later in the day, before his departure
for Rome, the pope met with about 1,500
priests, seminarians and religious men
and women for a prayer service on the
sports field of a Coptic Catholic seminary
in Cairo.
He thanked the church workers for their
witness and for the good they do in the
midst of “many challenges and often few
consolations.”
“Although there are many reasons
to be discouraged, amid many prophets
of destruction and condemnation, and
so many negative and despairing voices,
may you be a positive force, salt and
light for this society,” he told them.
Priests react as Pope Francis arrives to celebrate Mass
But to be builders of hope, diaat the Air Defense Stadium in Cairo April 29.
logue and harmony, he said, they
CNS/PAUL HARING
must not give in to the many temptations that come each day, including
the temptation to expect gratitude
from those they must serve and lead.
A good shepherd, Pope Francis
said, consoles even when he is broken-hearted and is always a father,
even when his children are ungrateful.
Don’t become like Pharaoh either
with a heart hardened by a sense of
superiority, lording over others, expecting to be served and not serve,
the pope said.
“The more we are rooted in Christ,
the more we are alive and fruitful,”
he said, and the more they will experience “renewed excitement and
gratitude in our life with God and in
our mission.”
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Story of Apparitions Continues to Attract Attention
By Junno Arocho Esteves
Catholic News Service

Fatima at 100

While conversion and
prayer are at the heart of
Mary’s messages at Fatima,
Portugal, the miracles and
unexplained phenomenon
that accompanied the events
100 years ago continue to
intrigue believers and nonbelievers alike.
The apparitions of Mary
at Fatima in 1917 were not
the first supernatural events
reported there.
Two years before Mary appeared to the three shepherd
children – Lucia dos Santos
and her cousins, Jacinta and
Francisco Marto – they saw
a strange sight while praying the Rosary in the field,
according to the memoirs
of Sister Lucia, who had
become a Carmelite nun.
“We had hardly begun
when, there before our eyes,
we saw a figure poised in the
air above the trees; it looked
like a statue made of snow,
rendered almost transparent
by the rays of the sun,” she
wrote, describing what they saw in
1915.
The next year, Francisco and
Jacinta received permission to tend
their family’s flocks and Lucia
decided to join her cousins in a field
owned by their families.
It was 1916 when the mysterious
figure appeared again, this time approaching close enough “to distinguish its features.”
“Do not be afraid! I am the Angel
of Peace. Pray with me,” Sister Lucia recalled the angel saying.
The three told no one about the
angel’s visit and received no more
heavenly visits until May 13, 1917.
While the children tended their
sheep and played, they were startled
by two flashes of lightning.
As they made their way down
a slope, the children saw a “lady
all dressed in white” standing on
a small tree. It was the first of six
apparitions of Mary, who gave a particular message or revelation each
time:
May 13, 1917. When asked by the
children who she was and where she
came from, the lady said she was
“from heaven” and that she would
reveal her identity later. She asked
the children to come back to the
Cova da Iria on the 13th day of the
month for the next six months, and
she asked them to pray the Rosary
every day “in order to obtain peace
for the world” and the end of World
War I.
June 13, 1917. The lady said she
would take Francisco and Jacinta
to heaven soon while Lucia would
remain on earth for “some time
longer” to establish devotion to the
Immaculate Heart.
July 13, 1917. The lady said she
would reveal her identity in October
and “perform a miracle for all to see
and believe.” After telling the children to make sacrifices for sinners,
she revealed three secrets; two of the
secrets were not shared publicly until 1941 and the third secret, written
down by Sister Lucia and sent to the
Vatican, was not released until 2000.
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Pilgrims attend a candlelight vigil at the Marian shrine of Fatima in central Portugal last May.

The first secret involved a vision
of hell in which the children saw “a
sea of fire” with demons and human souls shrieking “in pain and
despair.” In her memoir, Sister Lucia
said people nearby, who had begun
gathering around the children on
the 13th of the month, heard
her “cry out” during the
frightening revelation.
The second secret was
that while World War I
would come to end,
a “worse one will
break out” if people
continued offending God.
The children
were told
that calamity would be
prevented if
Russia was
consecrated
to the

Immaculate Heart. Although Sister
Lucia confirmed that the consecration was done properly by Pope Pius
XII in 1942 and by St. John Paul II
in 1984, some Fatima devotees continue to argue that it was not.
The third and final secret, published 83 years after the Fatima apparitions, was a vision of a “bishop
dressed in white” shot down amid
the rubble of a ruined city. The official Vatican interpretation, discussed
with Sister Lucia before its publication, was that it referred to the
persecution of Christians in the 20th
century and, specifically, to the 1981
assassination attempt on the life of
St. John Paul II.
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, the future Pope Benedict XVI, was prefect
of the Congregation for
the Doctrine of
Faith at the time
of the third
secret’s publi-
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Pope Francis touches a statue of Our Lady of Fatima after praying in front of
it during his general audience in 2015 in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican.
Celebrating the 100th anniversary of apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima, Pope
Francis was to visit the Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima May 12-13.

cation in 2000. Presenting the secret
and the interpretation to the press,
he said the vision’s purpose was
not to show an “irrevocably fixed
future” but to “mobilize the forces
of change in the right direction.”
Aug. 13, 1917. The lady again
said she would perform a miracle in
October and asked that the money
given by pilgrims be used to build a
chapel on the site of the apparitions.
Sept. 13, 1917. The lady asked
them to continue to pray the Rosary
“to obtain the end of the war,” and
she said that Jesus, St. Joseph, Our
Lady of Sorrows and Our Lady of
Carmel would appear during the
miracle in October.
Oct. 13, 2017. Despite the pouring rain, tens of thousands of people
went to the Cova da Iria to witness
the long-awaited miracle.
The lady identified herself as
“Our Lady of the Rosary” and said
the war would end and the soldiers
would return home. After asking
that people cease to offend God, she
opened her hands, which reflected a
light toward the sun.
Sister Lucia recalled crying out,
“Look at the sun!” As the crowds
looked on, the sun appeared to
“dance,” spinning and changing
colors. The children also saw the
promised figures of Jesus, St. Joseph
and Mary.
Amazement at the “dancing sun”
turned to panic when the sun seemed
to hurl toward earth. Fearing the end
of the world, some people screamed
and ran, some tried to hide and others remained on their knees, praying
for mercy. Then the sun returned to
its place.
Thirteen years after Mary’s final
apparition at Fatima, the bishop of
Leiria declared the visions of the
three shepherd children “worthy of
belief” and allowed the veneration
of Our Lady of Fatima. However,
the bishop did not recognize the
“dancing sun” as miraculous.
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How the Church
Determines a True
Marian Apparition
By Junno Arocho Esteves
Catholic News Service
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Portuguese shepherd children Lucia dos Santos, center, and her cousins, Jacinta and Francisco
Marto, are seen in a file photo taken around the time of the 1917 apparitions of Mary at Fatima.

Fatima Seers are Holy Because of
Virtue, Not Visions, Cardinal Says
By Junno
Arocho Esteves
Catholic News Service

As extraordinary as the apparitions at Fatima, Portugal, nearly
100 years ago were, the sanctity
of the shepherd children did not
hinge on their having seen Mary,
a cardinal said.
“The apparition of the Virgin
Mary was an occasion, but it has
nothing to do with or has not
influenced the reason” Blesseds
Francisco and Jacinta Marto will
be declared saints, Portuguese
Cardinal Jose Saraiva Martins,
former prefect of the Congregation for Saints’ Causes, told
Catholic News Service.
“It was the children’s heroism
in their lives, their life of prayer,
their turning to God that was
truly holy,” he said.
Pope Francis will preside
over the canonization ceremony
during his visit to Fatima May
12-13.
The pope’s pilgrimage will
mark the 100th anniversary of the
Marian apparitions, which began
May 13, 1917, when 9-year-old
Francisco and 7-year-old Jacinta,

along with their cousin Lucia
dos Santos, reported seeing the
Virgin Mary. The apparitions
continued once a month until
Oct. 13, 1917, and later were
declared worthy of belief by the
Catholic Church.
A year after the apparitions,
both of the Marto children
became ill during an influenza
epidemic. Francisco died April
4, 1919, at the age of 10, while
Jacinta succumbed to her illness
Feb. 20, 1920, at the age of 9.
As the prefect of the Congregation for Saints’ Causes from
1998 to 2008, Cardinal Saraiva
Martins oversaw the process that
led to the beatification of Jacinta
and Francisco Marto by St. John
Paul II in 2000.
Cardinal Saraiva Martins told
CNS that the process leading up
to the beatification was stalled
for decades and wasn’t easy
because of a general assumption
that children “do not have the capacity to practice Christian virtue
in a heroic way.”
The Church’s declaration of
heroic sanctity, he added, “is
fundamental for beatification.”
While he knew the children’s
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Sister Lucia dos Santos, one of the three children who saw Our
Lady of Fatima in 1917, is pictured in a 2000 photo. Bishop Virgilio
Antunes of Coimbra, Portugal, formally closed the local phase of
investigation into her life and holiness Feb. 13 in the Carmelite
convent of St. Teresa in Coimbra, where she resided until her
death in 2005 at the age of 97.

devotion to the Eucharist and to
Our Lady of Fatima were wellknown, the cardinal said one
specific event during the apparitions left him “convinced” of
their holiness.
At the time of the apparitions,
the Portuguese government was
strongly anti-Catholic. Artur
Santos, mayor of the town where
Fatima was located and president
of the Masonic lodge of nearby
Leiria, sent law enforcement
officials to block the entry to the
site of the apparitions.
He also kidnapped the three
children to force them to deny
Mary was appearing at Fatima
after news of the apparitions
spread, the cardinal said.
Santos separated Jacinta and
Francisco from Lucia, telling the
two children that their cousin
was boiled in hot oil and that
they would share the same fate
if they didn’t say they didn’t
see Our Lady and that “it was
all a fantasy,” Cardinal Saraiva
Martins said.
“What was the response of
those two children? ‘You can do
what you want but we cannot
tell a lie. We have seen her [Our
Lady],’” the cardinal said.
“I asked myself, ‘How many
adults would have done the
same?’” the cardinal said. “Maybe 90 percent of adults would
probably say, ‘Yes, of course, it
was a lie, it was all a fairy tale.’”
While the fact that the apparitions of Mary contributed to their
sanctity “is evident and obvious,”
Cardinal Saraiva Martins said,
it was Blesseds Francisco and
Jacinta’s “personal holiness that
counts.”
“They were beatified because
their heroic virtue was historically established; to prefer death
rather than to say a lie,” he said.
“For me, that fact of having
preferred death instead of telling
a lie, that is a heroic act. As I said
before, an adult would probably
not be able to do that.”

When it comes to Marian apparitions, the Catholic Church
takes a prudent approach that focuses more on the message
than the miracle.
Supernatural phenomena, like the alleged miracle of the
sun in Fatima, Portugal, nearly 100 years ago, are not the primary factors in determining an apparition is worthy of belief.
In that particular case, the bishop of Leiria – where Fatima
is located – deemed the apparitions, but not the miracle of
the sun, were worthy of belief. His ruling came in 1930,
more than a dozen years after Mary’s final apparition to Lucia dos Santos and her cousins, Jacinta and Francisco Marto.
More than 1,500 visions of Mary have been reported
around the world, but in the past century, fewer than 20 cases
have received Church approval as worthy of belief.
The Vatican’s “Norms regarding the manner of proceedings in the discernment of presumed apparitions or revelations” were approved by Pope Paul VI in 1978. An official
English translation was released in 2011.
Like with Fatima, responsibility for determining an apparition’s veracity lies with the local bishop, according to
the norms established by the Vatican Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith.
The process is never brief, with some cases taking hundreds of years. Visionaries and witnesses must be questioned and the fruits of the apparitions, such as conversions,
miracles and healings, must be examined.
According to the norms, the local bishop should set up
a commission of experts, including theologians, canonists,
psychologists and doctors to help him determine the facts,
the mental, moral and spiritual wholesomeness and seriousness of the visionary, and whether the messages and testimony are free from theological and doctrinal error.
A bishop can come to one of three conclusions: He can
determine the apparition to be true and worthy of belief; he
can say it is not true, which leaves open the possibility for
an appeal; or he can say that at the moment, he doesn’t know
and needs more help.
In the last scenario, the investigation is brought to the
country’s bishops’ conference. If that body cannot come to
a conclusion, the matter is turned over to the pope, who delegates the doctrinal congregation to step in and give advice
or appoint others to investigate.
Still, the Catholic Church does not require the faithful to
believe in apparitions, even those recognized by the Church.
Church recognition of a private revelation, in essence, is
just the Church’s way of saying the message is not contrary
to the faith or morality, it is licit to make the message public
“and the faithful are authorized to give to it their prudent
adhesion,” now-retired Pope Benedict XVI said in his 2010
apostolic exhortation, Verbum Domini (“The Word of the
Lord”).
Pilgrims walk on their
knees at the Marian
shrine of Fatima in
central Portugal in
this 2012 file photo.
CNS/RAFAEL
MARCHANTE, REUTERS
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Nature & Glory
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The Teton Range and its reflection are seen in an early morning view from Schwabacher Landing in Grand Teton National Park in Wyoming.

The beauty of Grand Teton National
Park is ‘it belongs to the people’
By Nancy Wiechec
Catholic News Service
Shirley Craighead knows a thing or two
about grizzly bears. She and the bears live in
the same place.
“I live here and love it!” Craighead emphatically told Catholic News Service in her
home in Moose, just shy of the Teton Range
in Grand Teton National Park.
“It’s a rare day that I don’t get up and say,
‘God, what am I doing here? How did I ever
get here, to live here?’”
In her house, she has knickknacks featuring bears, pictures of bears and even a pair
of salt and pepper shakers in the shape of
bears. Beside the shoes at her doorway, lie
cans of bear spray, a deterrent for use against
aggressive bears.
Shirley came to know a lot about grizzlies
and other wildlife from her late husband,
Frank Craighead, and his twin brother, John,
who died this past September at age 100. As
researchers and conservationists, the Craighead brothers are known for their studies of
the greater Yellowstone area.
“They did the original study on grizzly
bears and developed the radio tracking that
is used commonly nowadays,” she said.
The tracking innovation has been used by
scientists for decades, helping humans understand animal migration and the systems
in which they live.
As a girl growing up in Massachusetts,
Shirley Craighead read a lot of books. She
said she longed to have the same adventures
and to see different places like the characters
she read about.
“That just stuck with me as I grew older.”
She became a Maryknoll sister and went
on to work in Chile. Her life also led her to
other places: Belize, El Salvador and Mexico.
Later in life, Shirley met Frank Craighead
at a book lecture.
“Eventually after six years of knowing
him, we married and I moved out here,”
she told CNS. “That’s how I came to live in

beautiful Grand Teton National Park.”
Shirley smiles large when talking about
her love of the park.
“It’s for climbers and rafters probably
more than anything. It is (also) definitely for
scenery, so the people who really want to
stay in their cars or maybe just get out and
take some pictures, it serves them too. There
are beautiful spots, beautiful lakes that you
can almost drive to. ... It’s sort of a park for
every ability.”
She said there are wonderful fishing spots,
canoeing, skiing and of course bird and animal watching.
Has she seen a grizzly?
“Oh, yes, yes, several times,” she said.
“I’ve seen grizzlies both here in this park
and in Yellowstone.”
Shirley shared a specific story about taking a visiting priest on his first tour of Grand
Teton, and he was eager to spot a grizzly.
During the tour, the two stopped at Oxbow Bend, a popular Teton viewpoint along
a meander of the Snake River. It’s a favorite
spot for ospreys and bald eagles, river otters,
beavers, muskrats, elk and moose.
Then, Shirley and her guest were treated
to a spectacular surprise.
“All of a sudden from down in the bushes
a mother grizzly and three cubs came out
and they were just grazing,” she recalled.
“We just had marvelous, very safe views because we were right beside our car.”
Another time, Shirley was away from her
house when her neighbors spotted a grizzly
snooping around her porch.
“I was sorry to miss that opportunity,”
she said and then added that if she had been
there, “hopefully I would have known he
was there before I’d have opened the door.”
Shirley considers all of Grand Teton to be
special, but there are a couple of places that
make it “extra special.”
One is the Catholic Chapel of the Sacred
Heart, an all-log structure that has served
park visitors and the locals for nearly 80
years. She has been its caretaker and sacristan for the past 15.

“The chapel is extremely interesting,”
Shirley said. It’s one of very few active
churches that exist within a national park, a
place that has given her the opportunity to
meet people from all over the world.
The second is Cascade Canyon.
“That has always been one of my very
favorite spots,” she said. “And it’s half the
country’s favorite trail too. ... It’s very well
used.”
Shirley said the canyon trail is challenging going up, but along the way hikers are
treated to a waterfall and open views at Inspiration Point.
“Then you turn back into the Tetons and
you have about three miles of just walking
a wonderful trail between these gorgeous
mountains.”

On the 100th anniversary of the National
Park Service, Shirley reflected on the wisdom U.S. leaders had in setting up the national park system.
“It’s one of the most wonderful things
we did for the world,” she said. “It’s saving
God’s beautiful planet in so many different
ways.”
The Craighead house sits on an inholding,
land that was privately owned before it was
included within the park boundaries.
But Shirley Craighead said her land in
many ways is our land.
“It doesn’t matter where our line of property is because basically it belongs to all of
us. And that’s the beauty of a national park;
it belongs to the people.”

Catholic log chapel is
Grand Teton wonder that
‘evangelizes,’ says deacon
By Nancy Wiechec
Catholic News Service
Mary Morris was lured to the Chapel
of the Sacred Heart inside of the national
park by a small wooden road sign.
“I didn’t know the chapel was here,”
the Hampshire, Illinois, resident told
Catholic News Service in August during
a visit to Wyoming’s popular national
park. “I just happened to see the sign and
stopped in.”
Morris had been camping in Yellowstone when she made the drive south to
Grand Teton National Park.
She walked through the chapel door,
made the sign of the cross, signed a
guestbook and ducked into a pew to pray.
Afterward, she said the beauty of cha-

pel in the Tetons made her feel grateful.
“I just came in here to say a little
prayer of thanksgiving for everything.”
The chapel’s all-log construction is
in character with the mountain environment.
Inside, shadows of swaying pine
branches flitter behind the saturated hues
of a single stained-glass window. The
space is warm and quiet.
“It’s a beautiful church, beautiful inside and outside,” Morris said. “I really
like it because of the setting. ... This is
such a gorgeous place and it keeps you
very grounded.”
Deacon Doug Vlchek has heard similar impressions expressed by other Sacred Heart visitors many times over.
More CHAPEL, page 11
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The Catholic deacon lives in Grand
Teton National Park and has had a connection with the chapel for much of his adult
life. It’s the place he says that makes him
feels closest to God.
“This chapel does something for everybody that walks into it and certainly for
everybody who worships here,” he said.
“This building evangelizes people.”
The chapel was constructed in 1937
before the expansion of Grand Teton National Park. It now sits within the park’s
boundaries and is a summer mission
of Our Lady of the Mountains Church,
where Deacon Vlchek is based in nearby
Jackson.
“On any given day we probably have
100 to 200 people come and visit this
chapel, sit and pray for a little while,
have a beautiful respite and some time
to spend with God,” he said.
When the church and chapel were
founded in the late 1930s, the popula-
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Deacon Doug Vlchek waves goodbye to visitors following Sunday evening Mass
at the Chapel of the Sacred Heart in Grand Teton National Park in Wyoming.

tion of Teton County was 2,500 and was
considered mission territory by the church.
Today, the county has more than 22,000
residents and annual visitors numbering

around 4 million.
The chapel has been restored twice, in
the late 1960s and again in 2002. The latest
renovation included new log beams, a new

sanctuary and the addition of the Sacred
Heart stained-glass window. The total cost
-- $450,000 -- was funded by a single New
York and Wyoming family in memory of
the victims of the 9/11 terrorist attacks.
Sacred Heart is open 24 hours a day
June through September. During those
months, Mass is celebrated Sunday evenings. It’s closed in the winter.
Although a log chapel inside a national
park might seem uncommon, there are actually two within Grand Teton.
Chapel of the Sacred Heart is located
near the shore of Jackson Lake across
from Signal Mountain. Further south,
near the park’s Moose entrance, is the
Episcopal Chapel of the Transfiguration,
constructed in 1925 to serve ranchers and
tourists. Both worship spaces welcome all
visitors.
During the National Park Service’s centennial this year, visitors to many of the
U.S. parks have told CNS the peace and
beauty offered by these preserved outdoor
spaces help them connect spiritually and
the worship spaces inside the park perimeters add to that experience.

Rangers help keep visitors safe,
teach nature, history in must-see parks
By Nancy Wiechec
Catholic News Service
Kristen Dragoo came to Grand Teton National Park in 2002 for a college internship
and never left.
Armed with a degree in natural resources
and environmental management, Dragoo
has worked her way up the ladder to become
a park ranger, education coordinator and a
lead interpreter for the park’s Moose district.
Dragoo, her husband and their 2-year-old
daughter live in Jackson, an ideal location
for their lifestyle. The Catholic wife and
mother said her family loves to hike, camp,
boat, cross-country ski and watch wildlife.
Catholic News Service spoke with her
at the Craig Thomas Discovery and Visitor
Center in Grand Teton in August. (Questions
and answers have been edited for clarity and
flow.)
Q: What does a ranger interpreter do?
A: We help visitors with what to do while
they’re here in the park, let them know about
the park resources and what makes Grand
Teton special. We help them connect with
the park on a larger level than they would if
they were just on their own.
Q: What do you tell visitors?
A: One of the more important things is
helping people understand how to be safe
in the park, from letting them know to stay
hydrated while hiking to keeping an approCNS/NANCY WIECHEC
priate distance from wildlife -- at least 100
Visitors venture onto an outcropping for pictures on the south rim in Grand Canyon National Park in Arizona.
yards from bears and wolves, 25 yards from
Q: With that in mind, what can visitors
Q: What’s the most frequent question
all other wildlife. We also tell the park’s his- from hiking and backpacking, to water sports
do to help?
tory, and help visitors understand how wild- like canoeing, kayaking and rafting. There’s visitors ask?
A: At the visitors center, the most comlife interacts with each other and the plant horseback riding, and of course, the winter
A: There are basic things like staying on
sports -- downhill skiing, cross-country ski- mon question is, “Where can I see a moose?” the trails, keeping your distance from wildlife.
Q: Where can one see a moose?
Q: How did you become interested in ing, snowshoeing.
life and keeping food properly stored while
A: I usually tell peo- in the park. We have grizzly bears and black
being a park ranger?
ple to look near water bears. Making sure that those bears eat only
A: I grew up in Cincinnati, Ohio. I
-- rivers, marshy areas,
spent a lot of time outdoors and in nasometimes lakes. The their natural foods and not people food is imture. That was part of our family life.
timing of day is really portant for their safety and ours. The other
As I was looking at colleges, I knew I
important. The morn- thing people can do is to tell other people
liked teaching, but I also really liked
ings and evenings give about these special places, about their expethe outdoors and wildlife. I couldn’t
you your best chances riences here, and pass on that knowledge.
quite figure out how I could combine
Q: Do you have a favorite spot in Grand
for sightings.
those interests. I ended up working
Q: How does the Teton?
for county parks in Ohio doing interNational Park Service
A: Gosh, that’s kind of hard to answer.
pretation and then realized I could get
view stewardship?
There are a lot of very special places. I
a degree in that and turn this really
A: It means that think that more than a favorite spot, I kind
cool summer job into a career. During
we’re
preserving these of have a favorite time of day in the park.
college, I came out to Grand Teton
places
and
the resources Even though I’m not really a morning perto do an internship in interpretation.
for
future
generations. son, I love being out here in the early mornI came here and basically never left.
It’s not just ours to have.
Q: What makes this park speIt belongs to the young ing hours. It tends to be a little quieter and
cial?
people and people who there’s lots of wildlife activity. The Tetons at
A. The combination of a lot of
sunrise is just such a beautiful thing to see.
CNS/NANCY WIECHEC are not even here yet.
amazing things. We’ve got the amaz- National Park Service Ranger Kristen Dragoo works as an It’s our job to help take
Q: Any parting words?
ing scenery, a huge diversity of wild- interpreter and education coordinator in Grand Teton National care of these lands so
A: Come out to Grand Teton National
life and an almost complete ecosys- Park in Wyoming. The Catholic wife and mother said part of her that we can enjoy plac- Park! Places like Grand Teton and Yellowtem, which is fairly unique. And the job is to help visitors stay safe and give them information on park es like this and we can stone are a must-see, even if it’s only a oncetypes of recreation here are endless, resources and history.
pass them on.
in-a-lifetime trip.
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Historians Assess the Promise and Paradox of JFK at His Centenary
assassination (he was also the last president to die in office) – which by this time, media images of the Vietnam
War had marginalized Lyndon Johnson’s presidency, and
Even the youth and “vigah” of John Fitzgerald Kendogged reporting of the Watergate scandal had brought
nedy would be put to the test today, as JFK would have
down JFK’s onetime rival Nixon.
turned 100 years old on May 29, which happens to be
Speaking of Vietnam, John McGreevy, dean of the ColMemorial Day this year.
lege of Arts & Letters at the University of Notre Dame,
The centenary of Kennedy’s birth has brought fresh apsaid the debate will long continue whether Kennedy
praisals of Kennedy, the first – and so far, only – Catholic
would have deepened U.S. involvement in Vietnam as
to attain the presidency and his assassination-truncated
Johnson had.
term of office.
“His was a presidency that placed a great deal of faith
“He still is a towering figure in my imagination,” said
in experts,” McGreevy said. “The experts got us deeper
Patrick Maney, a presidential historian at Boston College,
into Vietnam.” Maney said there were 200 “advisers” in
in JFK’s hometown. “It’s hard to imply why he had such a
Vietnam when JFK was inaugurated, but 16,000 at the
hold on people,” although he could vividly remember the
time he was killed.
details of being “this close” to Kennedy during a presiJohn Kenneth White, associate professor of political
dential campaign stop in Green Bay, Wisconsin.
science at The Catholic University of America, who spe“He was the beginning, my first hero in politics. Becializes in history, said Kennedy was aware of not wantfore that it was baseball players,” said Maney, who grew
ing to be seen as “soft” and “weak” on communism leadup following the Milwaukee Braves and football’s Green
ing into a 1964 re-election campaign. JFK used a “spokes
Bay Packers. “He played a pretty important role in my
of the wheel” model of governing, listening to competing
life, and still does in a way.”
arguments by top staffers, before deciding on a course of
James O’Toole, another Boston College presidential
action. As opposed to Jimmy Carter and current President
historian, took note of the times JFK lived, and camDonald Trump, White noted, Kennedy made the model
paigned, in.
CNS/REUTERS work.
“A Catholic had been a major party’s candidate only U.S. President John F. Kennedy, his wife, Jacqueline, and
“Kennedy always had an insatiable curiosity. He was
once before: Al Smith in 1928, who was crushed in the their children, Caroline and John Jr., are seen on Easter an avid reader of newspapers. He was prone to call an aselection in the midst of some pretty explicit anti-Catholic Sunday in 1963. Even Kennedy’s youth and “vigah” would sistant secretary to ask about different things he had read
campaigning against him,” O’Toole said. “So the question be put to the test today, as he would have turned 100 years in the newspaper – not the Cabinet secretary,” White said.
old on May 29, which happens to be Memorial Day this year.
for Kennedy was how not to repeat that experience.
“He also had a marvelous capacity to grow in the presi“The turning point was generally taken to be the speech
dency. You saw that growth from the Bay of Pigs to the
Kennedy gave to a meeting of Protestant ministers in Houston in the middle of the cam- Cuban missile crisis. When it came to challenging the intelligence community, he challenged
paign,” O’Toole added, “in which the tagline was ‘I’m not the Catholic candidate for presi- information that was given to him,” he added.
dent. I’m the Democratic candidate for president who happens to be a Catholic.’ He had
With 10 occupants of the White House since JFK, and with 23 percent of the nation Cathosome help in writing that speech from Cardinal [Richard] Cushing, the archbishop of Bos- lic, no other Catholic has been elected president. The only major-party nominee who was
ton. It might not have worked, of course, but it did. The point is he had to address the ques- Catholic was John Kerry in 2004. And with the exception of Joe Biden, Catholics have been
tion.”
unlucky in the vice presidential sweepstakes: Republicans William Miller in 1964 and Paul
In a nail-biter election, Kennedy won, carrying 70 to 80 percent of the Catholic vote, al- Ryan in 2012, and Democrat Geraldine Ferraro in 1984.
though his opponent, then-Vice President Richard Nixon, picked up about 80 percent of the
As opposed to Protestants who blasted Kennedy for being too Catholic, Kerry “certainly
white Protestant vote. Author Shaun A. Casey, in his 2009 book “The Making of a Catholic was attacked for being not Catholic enough,” O’Toole said. “There were bishops who argued
President: Kennedy vs. Nixon 1960,” said Protestant denominations banded together to for denying him Communion because of his abortion stance. The sides have changed in a
derail the JFK campaign, claiming in leaflets, newspapers, sermons and radio broadcasts way.” He added, “For Catholic leaders who did criticize John Kerry for that, what they did
that the Catholic Kennedy would take his orders from the pope. Casey suggested the cross- criticize him for was following the position that Kennedy had laid out: ‘I’m not going to let
denominational effort ultimately brought about the birth of the Religious Right, which has the demands of my faith and the opinions of the leaders of my faith affect my policy.’ Kerry
tried to leave its mark on politics for the last 40 years or more.
was saying the very same thing, but being criticized for it rather than being praised for it.”
Maney said Kennedy became the first “celebrity president,” being the son of a millionaire
White said Kennedy’s election put Catholics and Catholicism in the mainstream of U.S.
and being a World War II hero with his rescue of his Navy crewmen of the stricken PT 109, society and politics. McGreevy said another influence on the American body politic was the
not to mention his quick ascendancy in Congress and his marriage to socialite Jacqueline Second Vatican Council. “Low-level religious tension get reshaped in the Second Vatican
Bouvier.
Council,” he added. “We used to be told, ‘Never go into a Protestant church. That could be
The Kennedys were regular attendees at Mass during his presidency. That image does a mortal sin.’ The juxtaposition of Kennedy’s election and Vatican II, they happened at the
not square with the reports of womanizing that surfaced more than a decade after his 1963 same time, and it accelerated the pace of change.”

By Mark Pattison
Catholic News Service

‘Pedaling Priests’ Complete 340-Mile Bicycle Trek for Vocation Prayers
By Jennifer Willems
Catholic News Service
After riding bicycles a little more than
340 miles over five days, three young priests
of the Diocese of Peoria sailed across the
Indiana state line April 28, bringing Priests
Pedaling for Prayers to a close.
“It does seem a little surreal,” Father Tom
Otto said at journey’s end. “Things like this
seem insurmountable when you begin, but
maybe like life, you focus on the short-term
goals. ... That makes it doable. Take one
little bit at a time and before you know it,
you’ve done something pretty incredible.”
The effort to raise prayers for vocations
began April 24 when Father Otto, Father
Michael Pica and Father Adam Cesarek
dipped their rear tires in the Mississippi
River, which marks the border between
Iowa and Illinois. They were sent forth
with the blessing of students at Our Lady
of Grace Catholic Academy in East Moline,
who lined both sides of the street outside
the school to cheer them on.
Along the way, they stopped to talk with
students and parishioners at 15 schools and
churches about the need for vocations to the
priesthood and consecrated life, as well as
good, holy marriages “from which all vocations come.”
They also celebrated Mass, took part in
Holy Hours for vocations, stopped to pray
at the Bishops’ Mausoleum in St. Mary’s
Cemetery in West Peoria, and visited with
people at potluck gatherings, dinners and
receptions arranged by the vocation apostolates or Knights of Columbus councils in
each area.
At most stops, they received pledge cards
from children and adults with promises of
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Father Michael Pica, Father Tom Otto and Father Adam Cesarek dip their rear
tires in the Mississippi River April 24 as they begin “Priests Pedaling for Prayers.”
The effort to raise prayers for and awareness of vocations took them more than
340 miles to the Indiana state line on April 28.

prayer, sacrifice and good deeds to support them on the ride and ask God for an
increase in vocations.
“What’s been really neat to see is the
goodness of the people of our diocese.
That’s been, for me, absolutely the most
powerful part,” said Father Cesarek, who is
parochial vicar at four faith communities in
central Illinois.
“The overwhelming support we had from
each and every place we went, the joy that
each place had and the excitement that they
maintained ... really invigorated me and
gave me an incredible hope for our diocese,” he said.
He said the trio were inspired by the
good, holy people they encountered, in-

cluding the priests of the Diocese of Peoria,
many of whom were on hand for their visits
and offered them hospitality for the night.
“There were things that surprised us
along the way,” said Father Otto, parochial
vicar at two parishes and a chaplain for students at Monmouth College. “The fact that
every school and every parish did something different for us was a nice surprise.”
The pedaling priests found a drumline
waiting for them at Costa Catholic Academy in Galesburg, a parade with students
from St. Mary School in Pontiac and St.
Paul School in Odell walking or biking with
them, and signs, streamers and tunnels of
enthusiastic students at others. When they
arrived at Schlarman Academy in Danville,

near the Indiana border, students were holding a large “Finish Line” banner they had
signed.
Father Pica, parochial vicar at three parishes in McLean and DeWitt counties, credits the welcome at the schools with “pumping us up and getting us ready to go, giving
us momentum to do the ride.”
That was especially important on April
26, when the priests did their “century” ride
– 100 miles in one day. In all, they were on
the road for 20 hours and 45 minutes, averaging about 17 miles an hour.
Each priest had a tough day, but it wasn’t
the same day so they were able to support
and encourage whoever was struggling.
They prayed the Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet and caught up with each other
when the wind was at their backs and they
were able to ride side by side.
“There’s moments of quiet, which is all
right, too,” Father Cesarek said. “There are
moments of suffering out there. I was kind
of keeping in mind particular people, some
of the kids in our school who are suffering with cancer, offering that suffering for
them.”
They emphasized that they aren’t the
only priests willing to suffer and go the extra mile for their people.
“There are so many priests out there who
will do anything and everything and they
don’t get recognition for it,” Father Pica
said. In fact, these men prefer to remain behind the scenes.
Would they do it again?
“Ask us in a couple months,” Father Otto
said, laughing.
“Without question,” Father Cesarek said,
“we would all be open to it again, if the
Lord wills it.”
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U.S. Bishops’ Committee Chairman:
Fix Flaws in American Health Care Act
By Mark Pattison
Catholic News Service
The American Health Care Act that
passed by a four-vote margin May 4
in the House has “major defects,” said
Bishop Frank J. Dewane of Venice,
Florida, chairman of the U.S. bishops’
Committee on Domestic Justice and
Social Development.
“It is deeply disappointing that the
voices of those who will be most severely impacted were not heeded,”
Bishop Dewane said in a May 4 statement. “The AHCA does offer critical
life protections, and our health care system desperately needs these safeguards.
But still, vulnerable people must not be
left in poor and worsening circumstances as Congress attempts to fix the current and impending problems with the
Affordable Care Act.”
He added, “When the Senate takes
up the AHCA, it must act decisively
to remove the harmful proposals from
the bill that will affect low-income people – including immigrants – as well
as add vital conscience protections, or
begin reform efforts anew. Our health
care policy must honor all human life
and dignity from conception to natural
death, as well as defend the sincerely
held moral and religious beliefs of
those who have any role in the health
care system.”
One of 20 Republicans to vote against
the bill was Rep. Chris Smith, R-New
Jersey, co-chair of the Congressional
Pro-Life Caucus.
“I voted no on the AHCA largely
because it cuts Medicaid funding by
$839 billion; undercuts essential health
benefits such as maternity care, newborn care, hospitalization and pediatric services; includes ‘per capita caps’
and weakens coverage for pre-existing
health conditions – all of which will
hurt disabled persons, especially and
including children and adults with autism, the elderly and the working poor,”
Smith said in a May 4 statement.
“Over the past several years, we have
seen the flaws of Obamacare, including
increased premiums and deductibles,
diminishing health care options and
patients losing plans they were assured
they could keep. These very real problems underscore the need for meaningful bipartisan reform,” Smith added.
Those opposing the bill cited reductions in coverage and cost increases.
Those favoring the bill cited its pro-life
provisions.
“The vote falls far short of protecting the millions of Americans who
have insurance or gained it under the
Affordable Care Act,” said a May 4
statement from Dominican Sister Donna Markham, president and CEO of
Catholic Charities USA. “It also fails to
provide access to affordable health care
for the millions who still live without
coverage.”
“The role of health care should implicitly be to provide the highest quality
care for the largest number of people,
in the interest of maintaining dignity
and quality of life, as our faith calls us
to do. It is immoral to restrict access to
care for anyone, but especially for the
most vulnerable, including those who
need consistent treatment and our aging
population, said a May 5 statement by
Patrick Carolan, executive director of
the Franciscan Action Network.
“As arguably the most powerful, developed country in the world, it is inex-
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Signs point toward the emergency room at Cedars-Sinai Hospital in Los
Angeles. The American Health Care Act that passed by a four-vote margin May
4 in the House has “major defects,” said Bishop Frank J. Dewane of Venice,
Florida, chairman of the U.S. bishops’ Committee on Domestic Justice and Social
Development.

cusable that our health care system is
failing so many. We can and must do
better,” Carolan said.
“The passage of the American Health
Care Act in the House is a dangerous
and irresponsible step that threatens access to health care for at least 24 million Americans. It violates Christian
and Catholic faith teaching and the values of our nation,” said Sister Simone
Campbell, a Sister of Social Service
who is executive director of Network, a
Catholic social justice lobby, in a May
4 statement.
“This was not the faithful way forward,” she added. “We are hurting our
people and rewarding the rich through
tax breaks disguised as a health care reform bill. This is literal ‘blood money.’
The blood of those who are denied coverage will be on the hands of those who
voted for this bill.”
“Today’s House vote marks the beginning of the end of the shell game
Planned Parenthood plays with public
money. That the American Health Care
Act limits Medicaid funds to entities
that don’t kill people is entirely appropriate, not to mention a step that’s
long overdue,” said a May 4 statement
by Father Frank Pavone, national president of Priests for Life.
“Sending hundreds of millions of
dollars a year to an organization that
dismembers 320,000 unborn babies a
year adds up to a travesty of justice,”
he added. “The Senate should approve
the defunding legislation as soon as
possible and send it to the president’s
desk. The scam of using public money
to prop up abortion businesses needs to
be terminated.”
“Abortion is not health care, and in
light of that – this bill provides Hyde
(Amendment)-like protections and redirects funding away from our America’s largest abortion provider, Planned
Parenthood, to community health centers that offer comprehensive women’s
care, and already outnumber Planned
Parenthood clinics by 20 to 1,” said a
May 4 statement by Jeanne Mancini,
president of the March for Life.
“We urge our U.S. senators to follow
the House’s lead and ensure that prolife protections and the redirection of
Planned Parenthood funding remain,

because without it – this bill will fail,”
Mancini said.
“National Right to Life praises the
Republican leadership for putting this
bill together and making sure the most
vulnerable members of our society are
protected,” said Carol Tobias, president
of the National Right to Life Committee, in a May 4 statement. “Over 2 million Americans are alive today because
of the Hyde Amendment. This new
health care bill ensures that we are one
step closer to getting the federal government entirely out of the business of
subsidizing abortion.”
“This is a hugely important step, but it
is just the first step to improving health
care for all Americans, especially the
vulnerable,” said a May 4 statement by
Louis Brown, director of the Christ Medicus Foundation, based in the Detroit
suburb of Troy, Michigan.
“The American Health Care Act begins the process of increasing meaningful medical access for individuals and
families across the country by returning focus to the doctor-patient relationship,” Brown said.
“With today’s vote in the House, our
leaders in Congress have taken a giant step toward keeping the promise
they made to voters last year to defund
Planned Parenthood. Now it’s time for
the Senate and President Trump to get

the job done,” said Eric Scheidler, a
national director of #ProtestPP, an antiPlanned Parenthood group, in a May 4
statement.
“Protecting Medicaid is a priority for
the faith community. The ‘fixes’ made
to the AHCA do nothing to change
the fact that millions of low-income
Americans will lose their health coverage,” said a May 4 statement by the
Rev. David Beckmann, a Lutheran minister who is president of Bread for the
World, the anti-hunger lobby. “Medical bills often drive families, especially
those who struggle to make ends meet,
into hunger and poverty. We strongly
urge the Senate to reject this bill.”
Rev. Beckmann said the AHCA “will
push millions of people into hunger and
poverty. The AHCA takes away health
insurance from tens of millions of
Americans and drives up costs for millions more. This is not what Americans
were promised.”
“Since failing to pass the original
AHCA, House leadership has made the
legislation worse by providing even
fewer protections for family farmers
and rural Americans,” said Roger Johnson, president of the National Farmers
Union, in a May 4 statement. “NFU’s
priority for any bill is that it offers coverage for more people rather than fewer. We look forward to working with
members of the Senate to defeat this
legislation that would fail millions of
people, especially family farmers and
rural Americans.”
“This isn’t a health care bill – it’s a
half-a-billion-dollar tax cut for corporations, insurance executives, and the
wealthiest Americans,” said Communications Workers of America president
Chris Shelton in a May 4 statement. “At
least 24 million people will lose their
health care and Americans age 50 and
older will see their costs skyrocket under the ‘age tax’ the bill institutes, all to
provide a big tax break for corporations
and the wealthy.”
“We support efforts to strengthen and
stabilize our nation’s health care system and extend insurance coverage and
protections,” said Arthur C. Evans Jr.,
CEO of the American Psychological
Association. “However, the American
Health Care Act is not the answer. Accordingly, we call on the Senate to reject the bill due to its projected adverse
impact on the well-being of our nation,
particularly on individuals with mental
health, behavioral and substance use
disorders.”

Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic Women
Invites all women of the Diocese to the

Seventh Annual Retreat
Mount St. Mary’s University, Emmitsburg, MD
June 9-11 (Friday evening until Sunday noon)
Retreat Master: Father Alfred Sceski
Pastor St. Joan of Arc Parish, Hershey
Father Al Sceski was ordained to the priesthood in 1991,
and has served the Diocese of Harrisburg for 26 years. He
strongly believes that we are called to be saints no matter
what our state in life, and has chosen the four women Doctors
of the Church as the topic for the retreat. Their example is
relevant for all in our modern age.
Registration deadline is May 22
Contact Barbara McCarthy at 717-534-1858 or
FranBarbMc@aol.com with questions or to register.
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Bishop Attends Civic
Commemoration of the Holocaust
The names of the following deceased persons have been submitted
by their parishes. Please remember
in your prayers the happy repose of
these recently departed souls and the
consolation of their loved ones.
BONNEAUVILLE – St. Joseph the
Worker: Irene C. Pfaff.
CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd:
Edmund Brenner, Jr., Michael
McGinley.
CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus
Christi: Nancy (Howard) Dickson,
Robert Harold Dihel, James J. Gaynor,
Jr., Thomas Michael Henn, John F.
“Jack” Lynch, Dima Memmi, Erma
M. (Beaner) Rosenberry, Esther Mae
(Foreman) Ward.
DALLASTOWN – St. Joseph: Paul
E. Abel, Sarah Baldwin, Constance
Behrensen, Friend Anthony “Tony”
Bennett, Bernard “Bud” Malloy, Jr.,
Edward B. Sterne, Sr., Arlene Termini.
HANOVER – St. Vincent de Paul:
Robert Leppo, Aaron Mummert, Pedro
Santana.
HARRISBURG – Cathedral Parish
of St. Patrick: Justine Beshara; Mater Dei Community: Helen Behe; St.
Catherine Labouré: Mary Fazio; St.
Margaret Mary: Isabelle Ellsperman,
Johanna Petrilak.

MECHANICSBURG – St. Joseph:
Maria Broccolo, Marlene Griggs,
Kimberle Jacobs, Frederick Toole.
MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows
BVM: Raeann Costik.
MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the
Apostle: Jeanette Burger, Catherine
“Edna” Duschl, Frances Guscott,
William Helosky, Joseph Vernalli,
Theresa Witkowski.
MOUNT CARMEL – Divine
Redeemer: Joseph T. Zinda.
MOUNT JOY – Mary, Mother of
the Church: Rita Amato, Peggy Brill,
Beth Enders, George Meszaros.
NEW CUMBERLAND – St.
Theresa: Sheila McCartin, Calvin
Weiss.
NEW FREEDOM – St. John the
Baptist: Dennis Cipko, Christine Mary
Munsey, Kristina Sebastian.
SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini:
Jerome Seroskie, Daniel Zaborny.
STEELTON – Prince of Peace:
Barbara (Dujmic) Kostyal, Lawrence
(Larry) Szollosy.
YORK – St. Joseph: Vincent
“Butch” Cacciola, Sue Culbertson,
Betty Nagro; St. Patrick: Florence
Piavis.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc:
Nancy Stewart.
KULPMONT – Holy Angels:
Robert Cupsta, Willie Mae Heiser,
Lauranda Zenuck.
LANCASTER – Assumption BVM:
Douglas Baxter Fulton.
LEBANON – Assumption BVM:
Michael Free, Gladys Hockley,
Thomas Hockley, Mary Simpson; St.
Cecilia: William Allwein, Jacob Reb.
MCSHERRYSTOWN –
Annunciation BVM: Mary L. “Robin”
Weaver.

Please pray for the following
clergy who died in May during
the past 25 years:
Msgr. George Lentocha, 1997
Father John Smith, 1999
Msgr. Hubert J. McGuire, 2003
Father John Campion, 2010
Father Richard P. Waldron, 2011
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden,
2013.

“We must always be vigilant in preventing such atrocities,” said Matthew Handel,
Chair of the Pennsylvania Jewish Coalition. “This annual civic commemoration is
essential to acknowledge and reflect on the catastrophe that fell upon the Jewish
people and other groups of victims who were the recipients of unfathomable bigotry
and hatred.”
“We must never forget, so that we do not allow this tragic chapter of history to be
repeated.”
The Pennsylvania Jewish Coalition hosted this year’s Civic Commemoration of
the Holocaust on April 24 at the State Capitol. The 33rd annual ceremony included
remarks from many elected officials, including Governor Tom Wolf, and resolutions
from the Pennsylvania Senate and House.
The ceremony also included the lighting of candles by Holocaust survivors, and
children and grandchildren of survivors, an essay reading from students, and an interfaith message by Bishop Ronald Gainer of the Diocese of Harrisburg.
“The crimes of the Nazis began with a false understanding of humanity – that
there are different ‘grades’ of being and worth among people. This misguided idea
that human beings differ from each other in terms of dignity, importance, or worth,”
said Bishop Gainer, “must be categorically rejected as a direct contradiction to a
moral and democratic society.”
“May this Holocaust Memorial Day forge a united resolve never to forget the tears
and sufferings of the past and a united resolve to protect the dignity and sanctity of
every person and to protect the rights endowed to every person by our Creator.”
The full text of the bishop’s talk is available at www.hbgdiocese.org/news.

Lebanon Catholic School Announces
2017 Distinguished Alumni Recipients
Lebanon Catholic School is reinstating the Distinguished Alumni Awards to recognize extraordinary alumni and faculty members for significant achievements in
five different categories.
The recipients are Christopher White ’90 (Distinguished Alumnus), Andrew Groy
’09 (Distinguished Alumnus – Rising Star under 40 years of age), Patricia Hower
’70 (Athletic Hall of Fame), Gail Vojtko (Outstanding Teacher Award), and Rosemary Sonni Walsh Memorial Golf Tournament (Cardinal William H. Keeler Faithful
Servant Award).
The award winners will be honored at the first annual Legacy Gala and Distinguished Alumni Awards Dinner on June 3 in the grand ballroom at the HarrisburgHershey Holiday Inn in Grantville.
Tickets for the dinner are $80. Tables of eight may be reserved. The evening offers a four-course dinner, live entertainment by Smooth Like Clyde and a silent
auction. Online reservations may be made at www.lebanoncatholicschool.org/
support/legacy-gala-distinguished-awards-dinner/. For more information, contact
the Advancement Office at 717-273-3731, ext. 327.

Geisinger Holy Spirit Nurses
to Host Spirit 5K Run/Walk
The 7th annual Spirit 5K Run/Walk will be held June 10 at Adams-Ricci Park in
Enola. The 5K run and walk will be timed by Pretzel City Sports. Registration opens
at 8 a.m., the warm-up session begins at 8:30 a.m., and the 5K run starts at 9 a.m.
The top three male and female finishers in age categories will receive award medals.
There will also be a family-friendly “Walk in the Park,” which is non-competitive,
starting at 9:05 a.m.
Registration is $25 for ages 18 and younger and $30 for ages 19 and older. Register online at https://www.pretzelcitysports.com/onlineform1.php?id=1110.
Geisinger Holy Spirit Nurses host this event to demonstrate their commitment to
ANCC Magnet® Recognition for Excellence in Nursing and their ongoing dedication to healing the body, mind and spirit. The event benefits programs for: Patient
Care Services/Nursing for various items of patient care, Inpatient Behavioral Health
Services, and Pastoral Care serving anyone in need of comfort and hope.
Our event goes hand-in-hand with the Auxiliary’s 20th Annual Spring Festival
hosted by the Geisinger Holy Spirit Hospital Auxiliary. Your whole family can have
a little exercise in the morning and go over to the Spring Festival for children’s activities, craft vendors, and food trucks.
For more information, contact Nursing leadership at 717-972-4146 or caswartz2@
geisinger.edu or akhartzell@geisinger.edu.

Our Mother of Perpetual Help
Students Experience
Mobile Ag Science Lab

COURTESY OF JIM GONTIS, DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The Diocesan Department for Religious Education hosted the annual Faith
Bee on April 24 for seventh- and eighth-grade Catholic school, parish
Religious Education and homeschooled students. The bee brought together
contestants who won the Faith Bee at their respective parishes. This year’s
winner is Miranda Keller of St. Catherine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg,
center. Second place was earned by John Gontis of Holy Name of Jesus
Parish in Harrisburg, right, and third place was awarded to Chelsea Fink of
St. Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg, left.

The Pennsylvania Farm Bureau’s
Mobile Agriculture Education Science Lab visited Our Mother of Perpetual Help School in Ephrata April
18-20, creating an opportunity for
students to learn about agriculture
(PA’s number one industry) in a fun
and hands-on way. Once stationed at
OMPH School, students entered the
lab to perform science experiments
focused on farming, food, and the
environment. The Mobile Lab visit
to OMPH was coordinated with the
preparation of OMPH science teachers, who accompanied their classes to
the lab for the science experiments.
Examples of the experiments taught
in the lab included germinating seeds under different conditions, creating crayons
from soybeans, and testing the water capacity of different soils. OMPH students
especially enjoyed “churning” their own butter and making their own lip gloss.
To learn more about OMPH School, visit www.omph.org or call the school office
at 738-2414 for further information. Find us on Facebook at OMPH-Ephrata!
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Our Lady of the Angels School. Tickets are $6 for adults and
$3 for children under 12 years of age and are available after all
Masses, at the Parish Office at 717-684-7070 or at the door.

Compiled by Jen Reed

Spiritual Offerings

Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated May
14 at 2 p.m. at St. Catherine Labouré Church in Harrisburg.
Please note that this is the correct date, updated from
the previous listing. Confessions are heard in English and
Polish after every Mass.
A Rosary Rally celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the Fatima Apparitions is prayed the third Saturday
of each month in the Square in Littlestown at 12 noon. The next
rally is May 20. Call Barb at 717-359-4604.
Assumption BVM Parish in Lebanon will hold 40
Hours Devotion on May 14, 15, and 16. Devotions will begin each
morning after 8 a.m. Holy Mass and continue until 7 p.m., when
there will be a 40 Hour Devotions service at 7. Guest homilist
be Father Brian Wayne, current campus minister at Millersville
University and Vocation Director for the Diocese of Harrisburg.
A Charismatic Mass with Prayers for Healing will
be celebrated Wednesday, May 17 at St. Rose of Lima Church,
York. Father Daniel Richards, pastor, will be the celebrant. Praise
& Worship Music begins at 6:30 p.m. with a Mass at 7. The Mass
is sponsored by these local Charismatic Prayer Groups: The
Spirit of Love and Mercy, Magnificat, and Come and See. For
more information, call Joyce at 717-308-7245.

Pilgrimages and Retreats

Journey to the Holy Land January 18-28, 2018, with
Father John Gordon of Newark, N.J., as spiritual advisor. We will
spend 4 nights near the Sea of Galilee and 5 nights in Jerusalem.
Included: hotels, two meals a day, airport transfers, tours to all
sites and professional guide. Land only cost $1,749. Pilgrimage
coordinator: Julie Rasp, OFS. Contact Rasp1833@comcast.net
or call 717-394-7715 for more information.
Join Father Steven Fauser on a Pilgrimage to
Poland and the Czech Republic from September 1828, 2017. Tour includes: Daily Mass, professional local guides,
accommodation in first class hotels (two nights in Warsaw, four
nights in Krakow, three nights in Prague), breakfast and dinner
daily, land transportation by private deluxe motorcoach, roundtrip
motorcoach transportation from Elizabethtown to Washington
Dulles Airport, roundtrip airfare from Washington Dulles on Air
France, and more, for $3,495 per person/double occupancy. For
complete details, please contact Karen Hurley at k.m.hurley1@
gmail.com or George’s International Tours at 1-800-566-7499,
sales@georgesintl.com or visit www.georgesintl.com.
National Blue Army Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima pilgrimage on July 13. This coach trip coincides with the
100th anniversary of Our Lady’s third apparition on July 13, 1917.
Special events are planned at the shrine. Have a day of quiet
personal reflection or join in the planned program. Father Richard
Owens O.F.M. will be traveling with the J.O.Y. ministry of St. Joseph Parish in York. The Fatima Shrine is in New Jersey. Cost of
$35 covers transportation; driver’s tip; on-coach movie; donation
to shrine and on-bus snacks. There will be three lunch options.
One dinner stop on the way back to York. A 50-seat Elite coach
is reserved for the 7:30 a.m. departure from the church and an
approximately 7 p.m. return. For reservations or questions, call
Margaret Miller at 717-266-4765, J.O.Y. Travel Coordinator.

Education & Enrichment

Theology on Tap York – “Opioids: Where We are and
Why the Catholic Christian Response Must Be Different” will
be the topic on May 23 at The First Post, 3691 E. Market St.,
York. A Happy Half Hour is at 7 p.m. on the 2nd floor. Dr. Chris
Echterling, MD, will talk at 7:30 p.m., followed by a Q&A. In 2016,
Dr. Echterling was recognized as Family Medicine Physician of
the Year by the Pennsylvania Academy of Family Practice. Enjoy
a relaxing social setting with other young adults in their 20s-30s
who are interested in topics of faith and contemporary issues
directly affecting their lives. For more, visit www.Facebook.com/
YorkTheology.
Theology on Tap Harrisburg – Religious Freedom is
the topic on Thursday, May 18 on the 2nd floor of Capital Gastropub, 310 N. 2nd Street, Harrisburg, at 7:30 p.m. Father Edward
Quinlan, Diocesan Secretary of Education and pastor of Holy
Name of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg, will present on the topic of
Religious Freedom. Dinner and drinks begin at 7 p.m. Enjoy a
relaxing social setting with other young adults in their 20s-30s
who are interested in topics of faith and contemporary issues
directly affecting their lives. Theology on Tap - Harrisburg meets
every third Thursday of the month at Capital Gastropub. For more
information and May events, visit www.facebook.com/groups/HarrisburgTOT/events/ or www.totharrisburg.com.
St. Leo the Great Parish in Rohrerstown will sponsor “A Summer Faith Journey – Catholicism: The Pivotal Players”
with Bishop Robert Barron’s DVD series. Each session will be
held on the following Wednesday evenings, after 7 p.m. Mass, in
Rooms 3 & 4 of the church. June 21st - St. Francis of Assisi, The
Reformer; June 28th - St. Thomas Aquinas, The Theologian; July
12th - St. Catherine of Siena, The Mystic; July 19th - Michelangelo, The Artist. No homework, discussion or RSVP required.
Come to one or all of the sessions. Summer refreshments will be
served. For more information, contact the church office at
717-394-1742.
St. Gabriel Respect Life of St. Patrick Parish, Carlisle, holds the annual Pro-Vita Institute conference
on June 29, from 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. in the Parish Activity Center,
85 Marsh Drive. Theme: “Accompanying the Marginalized.” In
the Beatitudes, Christ exhorts us to be merciful to the marginalized and wounded. How can we heed his call to welcome the
stranger, appreciate the problem of “moral injury” incurred by
soldiers, relate in truth and mercy to persons experiencing
same sex attraction, and adopt a generous stance toward the

imprisoned? Speakers include: Father Luis Rodriguez (Pastor,
Corpus Christi, Chambersburg, Regional Director of Encuentro),
John Leedock (Catholic Charities, Director of Immigration Legal
Services), Naed Smith (St. Martin de Porres Catholic Worker
House), Father William Weary (Pastor, Sacred Heart of Jesus,
Lewisburg, Diocesan Director of Courage), Mrs. Mary Lynn
Lavender (Harrisburg Encourage), Father Gregory D’Emma
(retired Military Chaplain), Father William Barbee (retired
Military Chaplain), COL (ret) Robert Buran. For details and to
register, visit: https://stgabrielcarlisle.squarespace.com/pro-vitainstitute-2017/.
A teaching series on Fundamentals of the
Catholic Faith: A Survey of Theology, will be offered
at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, Mechanicsburg, on Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m. from May 3-June 14. Topics will include
Divine revelation, the concept of “church,” Christian anthropology, and spiritual and sacramental theology. Teacher is Msgr.
William J. King, JCD, pastor of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish;
he also teaches courses at Catholic University of America,
Catholic Distance University, and Messiah College; and is a
columnist for The Catholic Answer magazine. No books; no
registration; no fees. All are welcome.
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd – Beginning
Sunday, June 11 through Saturday, June 17, St. John the Baptist in New Freedom will host an adult formation course in the
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd- Level I. This is a Montessori
based religious formation program for children which seeks
to create and facilitate a sacred, “hands on” space for children called an atrium. In the atrium, both the children and the
catechists can hear, ponder, and celebrate the most essential
mysteries of our faith. The catechist’s own in-depth formation
is essential in order to guide meditations on biblical themes
and liturgical signs that will lead the youngest child to discover
Jesus’ message. This Level I course grounds the participant in
the theory and praxis of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
while also concretely preparing her/him to develop and facilitate
an atrium for 3-6 year olds. Please come and observe one of
our sessions with the children. We meet Sunday mornings,
Wednesday and Thursday day and evening times. Please
contact the RE office (717-235-2439 or srjkeller@sjbnf.org) to
arrange a visit or for additional course registration information.

Fundraisers & Events

The Resurrection Catholic School 25th Anniversary Benefit Dance will be held June 24 from 8 p.m. to
midnight. Hosted by the St. Anthony Class of 1964, reminiscent
of dances held in Lancaster city schools back in the day, featuring the band Syrplus, the event includes draft beer, soda and
lite fare. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 1388
Arcadia Road, Lancaster. Tickets are $25 per person. Contact
Ron Meikrantz at 717-330-1565. Reservations accepted for
table of 8 or half table of 4. Open seating is also available.
The 25th Annual Rosemary Sonni Walsh Golf
Tournament will be held June 2 at the Lebanon Country
Club. Registration begins at 11 a.m. followed by a delicious
lunch. The tournament is a scramble format with a shotgun start
scheduled for 1 p.m. The tournament also features a buffet dinner starting at 6 p.m. in the club house. Cost is $150 per golfer.
Registration is available online at www.rswmemorialgolf
tournament.myevent.com. For more information, call Scott
Clentimack at Lebanon Catholic at 717-273-3731, ext. 322, or
go to www.lebanoncatholicschool.org.
St. Joseph Parish, York, Knights of Columbus Council 6353 will be hosting a golf outing benefitting
Misericordia Nursing and Rehabilitation Center. Event is June 4
with 11 a.m. lunch and noon shotgun start at Springwood Golf
Course. Dinner and awards to follow round. Registration and
sponsorships available online at KnightsGolf.info. Early registration is $75 per golfer.
The Council of Catholic Women of St. Mary’s
Parish in Lebanon will hold their annual spring breakfast
on May 20 in Frederic Hall. Breakfast will follow an 8 a.m. Mass.
All are invited.
Spring Food Festival will be held at St. Benedict the Abbott Parish in Lebanon on May 13 from
1-6 p.m. Enjoy chicken barbecue, haluski, halupki, pierogies,
taco, empanada, jambalaya, hot dogs, hamburgers, ice cream
sundae bar, baked goods, games of chance, beer garden and
much more.
100th Anniversary Celebration of Assumption
BVM Church in Steelton. St. Mary’s Church dedicated
their new building on May 27, 1917. In celebration of the
anniversary, Bishop Ronald Gainer will celebrate Mass there
on May 27 at 5:30 p.m. Following the Mass, a dinner will be
held at St. Lawrence Lodge at 7 p.m. Music will be provided by
Zadnja Stanica. Cost of tickets are: adults $20; children ages
5-12 $8.00. There will be a cash bar. Tickets are available by
contacting Tom Petek at 717-939-5358 or Roseann Vukmanic at
prviprim@comcast.net. Admission by tickets only. Tickets must
be purchased no later than May 15.
A designer bag bingo featuring Coach, Dooney &
Bourke, Kate Spade and more will be held May 21 at 2 p.m. at
the Knights of Columbus hall on New Danville Pike in Lancaster.
Proceeds benefit St. Anne School in Lancaster. Tickets are $25.
Contact Stephanie Aponte at 717-286-7449 or sda1183@gmail.
com.
A turkey dinner, with all the trimmings, is being
prepared and offered to members of the community by St. Peter
Parish, Columbia, on Sunday, May 21, from noon-2 p.m. Reservations are not needed and guests should enter the Parish
Center from Union Street. A free-will offering will be appreciated.
The annual Mother Daughter Banquet at St.
Peter Parish in Columbia will be held May 13 after the
5 p.m. Mass. Entertainment will be provided by the choir from

Tour of the National Shrine of Our Lady of
Czestochowa – On Saturday, May 20, 2017, Court Queen of
Peace #1023, Catholic Daughters of the Americas, is hosting a
trip to the National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa. The trip
costs $50 per person and includes transportation on a charter
bus, continental breakfast on the bus, a donation to the site,
Mass at the shrine, lunch, and a snack on the bus home. We
will leave at 9:15 a.m. and return about 6:30 p.m. The bus will
leave from the parking lot of Valentino’s Restaurant at 132 Rider
Ave, Lancaster, PA 17603. If you are interested in going or have
questions, please call 717-203-3441 and ask for Rita.
St. Jude Thaddeus Parish in Mifflintown, 3918
William Penn Highway, will host a Spaghetti Supper & Basket
Raffle on Thursday, June 8, from 4-7 p.m. The menu includes
spaghetti, meatballs, salad, bread, a variety of delicious, homemade desserts, and beverages. Two sauces will be offered for
the spaghetti, a tomato based one and an Alfredo sauce. Dinner
is $10 for those 12 and over; $4 for children ages 6-11. Children
under 5 are free. Everyone who purchases a dinner is eligible
for one free raffle ticket. Ten beautiful, themed baskets will be
raffled off the night of the event. Raffle tickets are $1 each or
6 tickets for $5. The drawing will begin at 6:45 p.m. on June
8. Ticket holders do not have to be present for the drawing to
win. Dinner and raffle tickets can be purchased at the door the
night of the event. For more information, contact Ralph Perez,
717-535-5835.
The Little Flower Club Seniors of St. Theresa
Parish in New Cumberland is offering a trip to Lancaster
for a visit to an Amish farm and dinner with the family on Sept.
21, 2017. Cost of $73 includes transportation, dinner and gratuities. RSVP deadline is August 11. For questions, call 717-7746783 or 717-774-5671.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Cornwall will
be having Bingo on the fourth Monday of every month, starting
May 22. Doors and kitchen open at 5 p.m. and games begin at 6
p.m. There are cash prizes and a progressive coverall. Location:
2596 Cornwall Road, Cornwall, 17016. For information, call Les
and Mary Ann at 717-279-7365.

Job Openings

Principal Organist (part-time): St. John the Baptist
Parish in New Freedom is searching for a qualified organist to
accompany up to 3 Masses a weekend, accompany the parish
choirs at Mass (Adult, Children’s and Women’s), accompany
one weekly Adult Choir rehearsal, and be available for other
Masses as needed for the regular liturgical year; i.e.: Holy days,
holidays, weddings and funerals. A degree in Liturgical Music or
related field /AGO certification is preferred but not required. Salary is commensurate with experience and education. Interested
candidates are to send cover letter and resume to: Nelle Bailey
nbailey@sjbnf.org or 315 N. Constitution Ave., New Freedom,
PA 17349. Position is available July 1, 2017, and remains open
until filled.
St. Richard Parish in Manheim is in need of a parttime Director of Music, 10 hours per week. This position requires
a mature, professional, responsible, committed individual with
excellent communication, organizational and interpersonal
skills. Must be a Catholic in good standing. Should be accomplished in one or more of the following areas: organ, piano,
voice, or choral direction. This person will maintain professional
relationship with the pastor, members of the choir, parishioners,
and members of the Liturgy Committee. In order to motivate
volunteers to maintain their commitment to choral singing and
cantoring in the church, the person needs to be outgoing, enthusiastic and energetic, fostering enjoyment of singing for the Lord
while maintaining required discipline. Contact Father Stephen
Weitzel at 717-665-2465 or send a resume to weitzelstephen@
aol.com. You may also send resume to St. Richard Church, 201
Adele Ave. Manheim, PA 17545 Attn: Father Stephen Weitzel.
Mater Dei Community at St. Lawrence Chapel in Harrisburg is seeking a Music Director, a part-time
position. Responsibilities include the leadership of the Liturgical
Choir and Children’s Choristers including a minimum of one
rehearsal per week with each during the choir season; selecting
appropriate choral music for the Sunday Sung Mass; overseeing
the music for all special event Masses such as weddings and
funerals; overseeing and coordinating the summer children’s
music program. Preferred candidates will have previous experience in choral directing and Gregorian Chant. Anticipated start
date is July 1, 2017. Applicants should submit a resume and
cover letter by May 22 to Mater Dei Community, Attn: Father
Eichman, 110 State Street, Harrisburg, PA 17101.
Our Mother of Perpetual Help School in
Ephrata is seeking a first grade teacher for the 2017-2018
school year. Candidates must be a practicing Catholic holding a
minimum of a Bachelor’s Degree and PA Instructional I teaching
certificate. Interested applicants should forward cover letter,
resume, and application form available at https://www.
hbgdiocese.org/catholic-schools/employment-applications to
Principal Margaret Gardner, mgardner@omph.org.
The Carlisle Area Family Life Center is looking for a pro-life, PA-licensed RN to manage its new
Ultrasound Program. She will be trained in limited obstetrical
ultrasound and will initially work about ten hours a week. Please
call 717-243-6544 for more information.
St. Margaret Mary School in Harrisburg is seeking a Tuition Manager to work with the Principal and other
appropriate parties in collecting tuition payments for the school.
This person must possess a general knowledge of standard
office and accounting practices, procedures, and equipment.
He/she must be able to meet the public effectively and be able
to communicate well orally and in written form. Interested parties should call the Parish Office at 717-233-3062 for a full job
description.
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Mural Celebrates St. Patrick School’s 165 Years
In conjunction with its 165th
anniversary, St. Patrick School
in York recently unveiled a
striking outdoor mural that
faces the eastern side of the
parish grounds and South
George Street beyond.
The school commissioned local artist Ophelia Chambliss for
the piece, a bright and intricate
mural “designed to capture a
sense of Church, school and
community – the three things
that make up St. Patrick’s,” Ms.
Chambliss told The Catholic
Witness.
The mural was officially dedicated on May 5 in a ceremony
that featured Ms. Chambliss,
Father Keith Carroll, pastor of
St. Patrick Parish; Mrs. Kathleen Smith, principal; York
Mayor Kim Bracey; and the
York County Economic Alliance.
The artwork features three
panels connected by Celtic
Crosses. Images of stainedglass windows in the church
and on parish property are
reflected in the piece: the dove
and leaves of fire on the first
panel; the door to the parish house shown in the center
panel; the roses on the third
panel; and the golden bamboo
of the pastoral staff that frames
the entire mural.
An image of St. Patrick’s first
school building, a school bell,
apple, church doors and images
of buildings and houses to represent the local community also
illustrate the school, parish and
community connection.
“It is my hope that the mural
conveys the school’s visibil-
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School and community members hold the ribbon at a ceremony dedicating a mural at St. Patrick School in York. From left are former
State Rep. Kevin Schreiber, current President of York County Economic Alliance; York Mayor Kim Bracey; students Christopher Pautz
and Eithan Mateo-Guerrero; mural artist Ophelia Chambliss; students Alyssa Farber, Isa Farber, Sheila Driscol, Acilia Constant and
Ashley Naylor; Principal Kathleen Smith; Father Keith Carroll, pastor of St. Patrick Parish; and Nicole Nirosky, Development Director
at St. Patrick School.

ity in the community, and its
existence for 165 years,” Ms.
Chambliss said. “As a muralist,

I do a lot of visual presentation, and this mural captures
the school, church and com-

munity to let people know that
the three are here, that they’re
present.”

(Learn more about St. Patrick
School at www.school.stpatrickyork.org or call 717-854-8263.)

Quo Vadis Days
Vocation Retreat for young
men ages 15-25

June 25 - 28, 2017
Sunday - Wednesday
Mount St. Mary’s
University & Seminary,
Emmitsburg, MD
$50 Registration Fee
For registration forms for either retreat please contact:
The Office of Vocations at 717-657-4804 ext. 282
or visit our website at www.hbgdiocese.org/vocations

Fiat Days
Vocation Retreat for young
women ages 15-25

July 5 - 7, 2017
Wednesday - Friday
Mount St. Mary’s
University & Seminary,
Emmitsburg, MD
$50 Registration Fee

