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Have You Taken Our Survey?
The Catholic Witness is conducting a survey of its readers through July 7.

Go to www.surveymonkey.com/r/TheCatholicWitness2017

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Flanked by the Knights of Columbus Color Guard from Santa Maria Assembly #915, Father Francis Menei processes into St. 
Patrick Cathedral, where his golden jubilee Mass of Thanksgiving was celebrated June 11.

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

The Eucharist is a tangible re-
minder of God’s love, and receiv-
ing Communion is a call to work to 
build the body of Christ by loving 
others and shunning all that sows 
division within a community, Pope 
Francis said.

The Eucharist should “heal our 
ambition to lord it over others, to 
greedily hoard things for ourselves, 
to foment discord and criticism,” he 
said June 18, celebrating the feast 
of the Body and Blood of Christ. 
“May it awaken in us the joy of liv-
ing in love, without rivalry, jealousy 
or mean-spirited gossip.”

Pope Francis celebrated the Mass 
outside the Basilica of St. John Lat-
eran, the cathedral of the Diocese 
of Rome. With an almost constant 
breeze cooling the warm Rome 
day, thousands of people – includ-
ing children who made their first 
Communion this spring – gathered 
outside the basilica for the evening 

Eucharist Is 
Reminder of 
God’s Love,  

Call to Unity, 
Pope Says

More EUCHARIST, page 2

By Sean Gallagher 
Catholic News Service

The U.S. bishops voted June 15 to make the Ad Hoc 
Committee for Religious Liberty a permanent stand-
ing committee.

The 132-53 vote came on the second day of the 
bishops’ spring assembly in Indianapolis. There were 
five abstentions. A simple majority was required for 
approval.

The bishops’ action came less than a week before 
the start of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
fifth annual Fortnight for Freedom June 21-July 4. It 
is a two-week period of prayer, advocacy and educa-
tion on religious freedom.

Before the vote, Baltimore Archbishop William E. 
Lori, chairman of the committee since its creation in 
2011, spoke in favor of making it permanent, arguing 
the need for the body stretches beyond the specific 
legal and public policy issues challenging religious 
freedom that continue to emerge.

“Rather, the very idea of religious freedom and its 
roots in human nature is challenged,” he said, “along 
with the right of religious people and institutions to 
raise their voices in the public square and to perform 
ministries that serve the common good in accordance 

Bishops’ Voices Vital in Fight for Religious Liberty

with their religious and moral convictions.”
Archbishop Lori also expressed his hope the ad hoc 

committee’s work up to now and in the future would 
help “plant the seeds of a movement for religious 
freedom, which will take years of watering and weed-
ing in order for it to grow, to grow strong and to bear 
fruit.”

“In the face of these challenges, our voice is vi-
tal,” he said. “Debates about religious freedom in our 
country are often, sadly, polarizing. In our tumultuous 
political culture, Catholic laity must be equipped to 
participate in conversations about the future direction 
of our country.”

Archbishop Lori celebrated the fortnight’s opening 
Mass the evening of June 21 at the Basilica of the Na-
tional Shrine of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary in Baltimore. The archbishop will celebrate a 
special closing Mass July 4 in Orlando, Florida, dur-
ing the Convocation of Catholic Leaders.

In the discussion that followed Archbishop Lori’s 
presentation, some bishops spoke in favor of estab-
lishing a standing committee on religious freedom. 
Among them was Washington Cardinal Donald W. 
Wuerl.

“The challenge to religious liberty is a growing 
one,” he said. “The dominant culture increasingly 
now finds that it’s not just a matter of disagreeing 
with religious principles and positions. But there’s 
a certain level of hostility becoming more and more 
evident. … This problem is not going to go away.”

Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan of New York, who was 
USCCB president when the ad hoc committee was 
created, also spoke in favor of making it permanent.

He noted that bishops around the world “look to 
us in the United States [as] real quarterbacks when it 
comes to the defense of religious freedom” and add-
ed that he hears from “our ecumenical partners how 
deeply they cherish our leadership on this issue.”

“I think it’s enhanced the cause of interreligious and 
ecumenical dialogue, because we’re not the only ones 

More FORTNIGHT, page 12

Father Menei’s Golden Jubilee
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Family, friends, fellow priests and former parishioners of Father Francis 
Menei gathered at St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg on June 11 – the 

Feast of the Most Holy Trinity – for a Mass of Thanksgiving to celebrate the 
priest’s golden jubilee. 

Now a retired priest, Father Menei’s 50 years of ministry have included 
service as the Statewide Chaplain for the Correctional Institutions in Penn-
sylvania, and as pastor of St. Richard Parish in Manheim. He currently serves 
as Spiritual Director for the North American Lourdes Volunteers, an associa-
tion that takes people with serious illnesses and disabilities to the holy site of 
Lourdes, France, where the Blessed Mother appeared to young St. Bernadette. 

Father Menei is in residence at the Priests’ Retirement Residence in  Harris-
burg.

Family members and friends served to greet the congregation, and as lec-
tors and gift bearers for the Mass, celebrated by Bishop Ronald Gainer. The 
Knights of Columbus Color Guard from Santa Maria Assembly #915 also 
served during the jubilee Mass.

“We celebrate Father Menei’s saying yes to God 50 years ago and for keep-
ing his promises made that day of ordination with such love and fidelity,” 
Bishop Gainer said in his homily.

“We refer to the Sacred Chrism, which was used to anoint Father Menei’s 
hands 50 years ago, as the Oil of Gladness. Not only did that oil anoint Fa-
ther’s hands, but the gladness in that oil penetrated to the very depths of your 
bones,” the bishop told Father Menei. “You are a joy-filled priest, and all who 
have come to know you know that truth.”

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Father Francis Menei focuses on the Holy Eucharist during the Mass of Thanksgiving for his 50 years of 
priestly ministry.

Mass of Thanksgiving Celebrates  
Father Menei’s Golden Jubilee

Father Francis Menei receives a gesture of  
congratulations from Bishop Ronald Gainer on the 
occasion of the 50th anniversary of his ordination to 
the priesthood.

CNS/TONY GENTILE, REUTERS
Pope Francis holds a monstrance on the feast of Corpus Christi June 18 at Rome’s 
Basilica of St. Mary Major. 

Mass and for the Corpus Christi proces-
sion later from St. John Lateran to the 
Basilica of St. Mary Major, about a mile 
away.

The 2017 feast day included two ma-
jor changes from past practices. First, 
although Italian dioceses, like many 
around the world, moved the feast from 
a Thursday to a Sunday in the late 1970s, 
the Mass and procession with the pope at 
St. John Lateran remained on the Thurs-
day until this year.

Second, instead of transporting the 
Blessed Sacrament on a truck in the Cor-
pus Christi procession this year, it was 
carried on a platform held aloft on the 
shoulders of four men. Eight other men 
carried tall poles holding a canopy over 
the platform, a task made more difficult 
by the breeze.

The truck had made its first appear-
ance in 1994 when St. John Paul II began 
having difficulty walking. He and now-
retired Pope Benedict XVI would ride on 
the truck, kneeling or sitting before the 
monstrance.

Elected at the age of 76, Pope Francis 
walked behind the truck for the 1-mile 
procession in 2013. But beginning in 
2014, because of his difficulty walk-
ing long distances and in order to avoid 
drawing attention away from the Eucha-

Eucharist
Continued from 1

rist, he met the procession at St. Mary 
Major instead of participating in it.

In his homily at the Mass, the pope 
said the Eucharist “is the sacrament of 
memory, reminding us, in a real and tan-
gible way, of the story of God’s love for 
us.”

Just as the Israelites were called to 
remember how God led them safely 
through the desert, he said, “remember-
ing all that the Lord has done for us is the 

foundation of our own personal history 
of salvation.”

“Remembrance is essential for faith, as 
water is for a plant,” Pope Francis said.

Remembering, he said, keeps people 
“mindful, never forgetting who it is who 
loves us and whom we are called to love 
in return.”

Pope Francis said it seems that today 
people’s ability to remember and be 
mindful is weakening.

“Amid so much frantic activity, many 
people and events seem to pass in a 
whirl,” he said. “We quickly turn the 
page, looking for novelty while unable 
to retain memories.”

But the focus on living for the moment, 
he said, often means living superficially 
and without a focus on “who we are and 
where we are going.”

The feast of the Body and Blood of 
Christ, the pope said, reaches people 
even in their “fragmented lives,” remind-
ing them how Christ was broken for their 
salvation and continues to offer himself 
in the “loving fragility” of the Eucharist.

“In the Bread of Life, the Lord comes 
to us, making himself a humble meal that 
lovingly heals our memory, wounded by 
life’s frantic pace of life,” he said.

“The Eucharist is flavored with Jesus’ 
words and deeds, the taste of his pas-
sion, the fragrance of his Spirit,” he said. 
“When we receive it, our hearts are over-
come with the certainty of Jesus’ love.”

At the same time, the pope said, the 
Eucharist is a reminder that Christians 
are not isolated individuals but are called 
to receive Christ’s body together and to 
build up the body of the Church.

“In experiencing this Eucharist,” he 
told those at the Mass, “let us adore 
and thank the Lord for this greatest of 
gifts: the living memorial of his love 
that makes us one body and leads us to 
unity.”
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The Bishop Shanahan Assembly #917 of the Knights of Columbus presented a check in the amount of $1,000 to the 
Diocesan Office of Vocations on June 12 at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg. Bishop Ronald Gainer, center, and 
Father Brian Wayne, Diocesan Vocations Director, left, accepted the check from Michael Rybacki, Richard Kovaleski,  
Faithful Navigator; and Raymond Finkle, Color Corps Commander.

Alexander R. Szeles, 
who gave active service 
to many diocesan and 
community organiza-
tions, died June 11 at 
the age of 74.  

Szeles was a   mem-
ber of St. Catherine 
Labouré Parish in 
Harrisburg, where he 
served as an Extraor-
dinary Minister of 
Holy Communion, as 
Co-Chairman of the Development Commit-
tee of St. Catherine Labouré Shrine and St. 
Catherine Labouré Finance Committee. He 
was also a member of the Diocese of Har-
risburg’s Finance Committee and Chairman 
of the Diocese of Harrisburg’s Real Estate 
Committee. Szeles was highly involved in 
the development of the new Bishop McDe-
vitt High School in Harrisburg.

Szeles was a Knight of the Equestrian 
Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem. 
He and his wife, Dori, of 56 years, founded 
Delorosa House, a home for Mothers and 
their children. The couple also developed 
and funded Mother of Good Hope Church 
in Port Elizabeth, South Africa, along with 
another church/school outside Durban, 
South Africa.

He is survived by his wife, four children, 
18 grandchildren and 10 great grandchil-
dren.

The Mass of Christian Burial was cel-
ebrated June 16 at Bishop McDevitt High 
School. Burial was in Holy Cross Cemetery, 
Harrisburg.  

Memorial contributions may be made to 
St. Catherine Labouré Church, 4000 Derry 
St., Harrisburg, PA 17111, to Bishop McDe-
vitt High School, 1 Crusader Way, Harris-
burg, PA 17111, to Morningstar Pregnancy 
Center, 503 Bridge St., Suite 10, New 
Cumberland 17070, or to the Pennsylvania 
Pro-Life Federation, 4800 Jonestown Rd., 
#102, Harrisburg, PA 17109.

Alexander Szeles,  
Who Served Diocesan 
Finance Committee, 

Laid to Rest

 Alexander  
R. Szeles

Witness Readership Survey Underway 
We Want to Hear from You!
For the first time in its more-than 50-year history, The 

Catholic Witness newspaper is conducting a survey of its 
readers, and we encourage your participation.

The survey is anonymous and will provide us with in-
formation on how you – our readers – experience the di-
ocesan newspaper, and will identify your reading interests 
and impressions of its content and distribution.

It will also allow readers to share their own comments 
and observations via open-ended questions.

Ultimately, your participation in the survey will help 

guide decisions on how we might better serve you.
Results of the survey will be provided to staff of The 

Catholic Witness; its publisher, Bishop Ronald Gainer; its 
Advisory Board; and the Diocesan Communications Of-
fice to help steer discussions on future developments and 
refinements.

The survey is available online until July 7 at: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/TheCatholicWitness2017

A number of hard copies are available for readers who 
wish to participate but who do not have computer access. A 
hard copy may be requested by calling 717-657-4804, ext. 
208, and leaving a message with name and address.

We thank you for your participation.

Job Opening
Lay Catholic Campus Minister,

Elizabethtown and  
Franklin & Marshall Colleges

The Diocese of Harrisburg is seeking a Lay Catholic Campus 
Minister to serve both Elizabethtown and Franklin & Marshall 
Colleges near Lancaster. This is a full-time, benefit eligible ten-
month professional position, needed to continue and expand two 
vibrant Catholic Campus Ministries. These are Christ-centered 
communities serving faculty, staff and students in a college cam-
pus environment. Responsibilities include: creating innova-
tive ways to bring people together; responding to inquiries 

about the Catholic faith; providing opportunities for young 
adult faith formation; attending weekly campus Masses 
and coordinating the liturgical leadership team; providing 
pastoral care to students, faculty and staff; coordinating an-
nual retreats; mentoring and guiding the student Leader-
ship Teams.   

Competitive salary. This position requires a fully initi-
ated active member of the Catholic Church. Preferred can-
didates will have previous experience in campus ministry 
and/or youth/young adult ministry and a strong academic 
background in a related field.  

All interested applicants should submit a résumé 
and cover letter by June 30, 2017 to:  

employment@hbgdiocese.org.

Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

• June 24 – Installation of Father Donald Bender as 
Pastor, Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Enola, 5 p.m.

• June 25 – Celebrant and homilist for the 100th An-
niversary of St. James Church, Lititz, noon.

• June 27 – Quo Vadis Days, Mount St. Mary’s 
Seminary, Emmitsburg, Md.

• June 27 – Installation of Father Robert Gillelan 
as Pastor, Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Church, Lebanon, 7 p.m.

• July 2 – Celebrant and homilist for the 50th An-
niversary of Our Lady of the Visitation Parish, Ship-
pensburg, 11 a.m.

• July 6 – Fiat Days, Mount St. Mary’s Seminary, 
Emmitsburg, Md.

• July 9 – Celebrant and homilist for the Diocesan 
Mass for couples celebrating their 50th wedding an-
niversary, Good Shepherd Church, Camp Hill, 2 p.m.

Beginning Experience Program 
to Offer Weekend for Those  

Suffering the Loss of a Spouse

The ecumenical Beginning Experience 
weekends are a Church-approved program 
designed for those suffering the loss of a 
spouse through death, divorce or separation. 
Hundreds of persons have been helped to 
move towards successful, productive, happy 
lives by attending one of these weekends.

The Beginning Experience team in the 
Diocese of Harrisburg has booked Camp He-
bron in Halifax, Pa., for a weekend on Nov. 
10-12, 2017.

The weekend is led by persons who have 
lost a spouse through death or divorce, and 
are trained in facilitating a weekend. Each 
Beginning Experience team is certified by 
the International Beginning Experience Or-
ganization.

The following is a testimonial of a person 
who has attended the weekend:

“I can tell you that my encounter with the 
Beginning Experience weekend has brought 
me greater peace and given me an extend-
ed family of lifelong friends who I quickly 
grew to love and lean on. If you or someone 
you know is suffering the isolation and pain 
that can accompany the loss of a spouse or 
marriage, I encourage you to seriously con-
sider attending the Beginning Experience 
weekend.”

Beginning Experience is the Church at 
work to provide help, healing and spiritual 
restoration. Visit the diocesan website at 
www.hbgdiocese.org, and go to Marriage 
and Family, or visit www.beginningexperi-
ence.org to learn more. Information can also 
be obtained by contacting the Harrisburg Be-
ginning Experience Team at 717-379-0800.  
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Forgive Us
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC 

Special to The Witness

Recently, I was talking with a friend of mine who had just returned home 
from a rehab facility where she dealt with an addiction. It had been several 
years since I had seen her, and she appeared to be very dif-
ferent from the person that I remembered. She glowed with 
utter happiness and joy.  

After we embraced and talked for a 
while about her experience in rehab, 
I asked her, “Tell me, Judith, as you 
worked the 12 Steps, what did you 
learn about yourself?” She looked 
deeply into my eyes, sighed and said, 
“I cannot control life! But God can! 
I finally let him! You see, part of the 
recovery process led me to realize that 
the place in which I felt most insecure, most broken, most 
incomplete, I replaced that spot with the feeling of euphoria in getting high. 
That escape, the feeling of being free, replaced where God should have been. 
In short, the drugs became an idol that demanded more and more of me until I 
was totally consumed by them, and during the process hurt everyone that was 
closest to me. When I realized that, took an inventory of all my sinful behav-
ior and asked forgiveness not only from God but from those whom I hurt the 
most, I experienced a freedom that was utterly amazing!”

I could not help thinking of this as I begin my musings over the next phrase 
in the Lord’s Prayer; “forgive us our trespasses.” The Catechism of the Catho-
lic Church explains this phrase or petition in this way: “Now in this new peti-
tion, we return to him [God] like the prodigal son, and like the tax collector, 
recognize that we are sinners before him. Our petition begins with a ‘confes-
sion’ of our wretchedness and his mercy. Our hope is firm because, in his Son, 
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. … This petition is so important 
that it is the only one to which the Lord returns and develops explicitly in the 
Sermon on the Mount. This crucial requirement of the covenant is impossible 
for man. But with God all things are possible.” (2839, 2841)

Do we, individually, believe that whatever we have tucked under our spiri-
tual beds, or hidden away in our spiritual closet or attic, can be forgiven? 
When Jesus stretched out his arms and received the nails in his hands and feet, 
he took our sins upon himself. When he spoke from the cross, “Father, forgive 
them for they do not know what they do,” he meant us too! Do we really be-
lieve that? Have we owned this in our personal lives?

So in a sense, the process of forgiveness is twofold. Accepting the forgive-
ness that comes from God’s unconditional love for me, and then forgiving 
myself for the offense. How many of us (including myself) find it difficult not 
only to accept forgiveness from God but also from ourselves?

I came across a blog that describes the process of forgiveness like this: “For-
giving yourself is not about forgetting. It is about not bringing the offense up 
to yourself in negative ways. Forgiving yourself is simply letting go of what 
you are holding against yourself so that you can move on with God. If God has 
moved on, shouldn’t we do the same?”1 

In my conversation with Judith, she focused on what those in recovery call 
“The Fifth Step.” This step reads: “Admit to God, to ourselves, and to another 
human being the exact nature of our wrongs.” When an individual humbly and 
in all truth acknowledges deep sinful habits and brings them to the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation, the anxiety, the depression, the fear, and the energy that it 
took to hide the secrets evaporates. God’s forgiveness truly transforms!

Judith’s transformation was not only spiritual as she faced the dragons in her 
life, it was also physical. She glowed with joy!  

Remember this the next time you pray the Our Father!
1 http://www.allaboutgod.com/forgiving-yourself.htm
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network 

Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for 
Wives in the Diaconate Program. An educator for 29 years, she is respon-
sible for Professional Development Programs for every age learner. Through 
her presentations, she challenges her audiences to be the individual God has 
called them to be.) 

Thoughts
from a Catholic  

Evangelist
Sister Geralyn 
Schmidt, SCC

Harrisburg Diocesan  
Charismatic Day of Renewal

September 16, 2017, from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

“The Holy Spirit – Fountain of Grace”

The keynote speaker will be Rev. William “Bill” Cosgrove, a 12-year ser-
vice team member for the Charismatic Renewal and current Liaison for the 
Charismatic Renewal under Timothy Cardinal Dolan in the Archdiocese of 
New York.  For 32 years, Father Cosgrove has been an active member of the 
International Fraternity of Priests, one of a number of priest support groups 
that is a strong advocate of priestly fraternity. He is also an active member of 
the Clarkstown Ethics Board, New City Rotary and the Clarkstown Ecumeni-
cal Clergy Association.

The $20 program cost includes lunch. Checks can be made payable to “Dio-
cese of Harrisburg.”  Deadline for registration to include lunch is September 
5. To register, or for additional information, go to: www.aliveinthespirit.net or 
www.hbgdiocese.org/renewal or call Mary Ann at 717-564-7709. 

Volunteers Needed  
for Camp Kirchenwald

The Diocesan Summer Camp for Adults with Intellectual Disabilities is 
seeking volunteers willing to assist at its residential camp, August 13-18, 2017. 
The camp takes place at Camp Kirchenwald in Lebanon County and serves 
the needs of approximately 40 adults each year. Anyone age 16 and older is 
welcome to volunteer for full-time or part-time duties; there is a particular 
need for male volunteers, 18 or older, who are able to spend the night. All vol-
unteers are required to complete the Diocesan Clearance process and attend 
a brief training session prior to helping at camp. A deadline of June 30, 2017 
for expressing volunteer interest is requested in order to facilitate planning 
efforts.

Sponsor a Camper - Would you like to sponsor a campership for a person 
with a disability who might not otherwise be able to afford camp? The Dio cese 
of Harrisburg is seeking donations to de fray the cost for campers. A full week 
of camp costs $575, but donations in any amount will be welcomed. They can 
be sent to the Of fice of Ministry with People with Disabilities, 4800 Union 
Deposit Road, Harrisburg, PA 17111. Checks should be made payable to the 
Diocese of Harrisburg.  

For more information on volunteering or sponsoring a camper, please con-
tact Larry Kiley at 717-657-4804, Ext. 322, or e-mail lkiley@hbgdiocese.org.

To report suspected abuse of a minor,  
call the toll free PA Child Abuse Hotline:

1-800-932-0313
To report suspected abuse of a minor by a church official,  

employee or volunteer, also please call the diocesan toll free hotline:
1-800-626-1608

Stress in Your Marriage?
Retrouvaille is a program for married couples that feel bored, disillusioned, 

frustrated, or angry in their marriage. Some experience coldness. Others ex-
perience conflict in their relationship. Most don’t know how to change the 
situation or even communicate with their spouse about it. 

This program has helped tens of thousands of couples experiencing difficul-
ties in their marriage. In the Diocese of Harrisburg, Retrouvaille is under the 
auspices of the Office of Family Ministries. 

For confidential information about, or to register for, the next program be-
ginning with a weekend on Sept. 15-17 in Mechanicsburg, call 800-470-2230 
or visit the website at www.HelpOurMarriage.com. 
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Tune in to Holy Family Radio at 
720 on your AM dial, or listen 

live online at www.720whyf.com.

Learn more about Dr. Steven 
Smith’s biography, books 
and interviews at www.
thegodwhospeaks.com.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

In our efforts to engage the culture in the age of the 
New Evangelization, we can turn to the encounters 
Jesus had with the people of his day as an example of 
reaching out to various groups, a professor of Sacred 
Scripture told those gathered for a fund-raising event 
for Holy Family Radio.

“New media – like Catholic radio – can play a very 
crucial role in sharing our faith…and we can learn 
from Jesus’ outreach to the various groups of his day,” 
said Dr. Steven Smith, Associate Professor of Sacred 
Scripture at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmits-
burg, Md.

He offered his keynote address during a dinner May 
5 at the Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey to benefit Holy 
Family Radio, which broadcasts on 720 AM the Truth 
of the Holy Catholic Church for the nourishment of 
the Catholic faithful, and to share the faith with oth-
ers.

Dr. Smith, an author and speaker who is also a 
member of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Mechan-
icsburg, looked at six groups in Jesus’ time, how they 
compare to the “2.0 version” of people we encounter 
today, and practical ways to share our faith with them.

The first group he examined was the Sadducees, a 
group that possessed an antiquated faith and had dif-
ficulty seeing what God was presently doing in their 
lives. 

‘Today, there are folks who, regrettably, have a faith 
that in many ways is locked in the past,’ Dr. Smith 
said. “Their faith needs to be rekindled.”

We can reach out to them just as Jesus did to the 
Sadducees – in a lively and vigorous way, in sharing 
stories of God’s work in our own lives, he offered.

“We all have a spiritual story to share about what 
God has been doing in our own spiritual journeys. 
Point them towards that deeper relationship with Je-
sus,” he said.

Jesus also encountered the Pharisees – devout and 
pious people who separated themselves from the cul-
ture and were pre-occupied with the letter of the law.

“An important message to those who have more 
of a strident faith is the message of freedom that the 
Lord wants to share with us,” Dr. Smith remarked.

Engaging Culture in the New Evangelization  
is Focus of Fundraiser for Holy Family Radio

“Catholic radio is a great way to introduce folks 
who have that struggle to think about the various 
ways that God wants to free us…. They need to hear 
that sometimes it’s OK to let go.”

The next group of which Dr. Smith spoke was the 
Essenes – an apocalyptic sect that viewed Jerusalem 
as corrupt, and awaited a “firebrand Messiah” to re-
store order.

“The connection to the Essenes today is those who 
have a kind of apocalyptic or anxiety-laden spiritual-
ity” focused on the Rapture or the end of times, Dr. 
Smith said.

An apocalyptic focus “offers a pie-in-the-sky solu-
tion that things are going to get really bad, and God is 
going to pull me out of trouble,” Dr. Smith explained.

This line of thinking turns a blind eye to the value of 
redemptive suffering, he said. 

“In encountering those friends of ours who may 
have a ‘Beam me up, Scotty’ type of theology,” share 
that while is God is not going to prevent suffering, he 
does have our hand firmly in his, Dr. Smith said.

Catholic radio has so many “stories of people who 
have overcome tremendous illnesses and trials in their 
lives that can often be a very healing moment for peo-
ple to let go of some of their inhibitions and anxiet-
ies and come back into the center of their relationship 
with Our Lord,” he said.

The fourth group of which Dr. Smith spoke was the 
Samaritans – a sect born of the Assyrians’ conquer of 
ten tribes of northern Israel some 700 years before the 
birth of Christ. Those who survived the invasion were 
forced to intermarry, and subsequently lost some of 
their own identity and traditions.

Dr. Smith compared the Samaritans to those per-
sons today who have a “sacrament-poor and Tradi-
tion-poor faith.”

“G. K. Chesterton said that Catholics have a mil-
lion-dollar bank account, yet we withdraw pennies,” 
Dr. Smith pointed out. “We have this great Tradition, 
but are we tapping into it?”

As evangelizers, we are tasked with encouraging 
our brothers and sisters to broaden their understand-
ing of the sacraments, and go deeper into Catholic 
Tradition, Dr. Smith said.

In Jesus’s day, there were also Zealots, those who 
were politically charged and who embodied a “politi-
cized religiosity,” Dr. Smith continued.

While we are called to Faithful Citizenship – en-
gagement in political discourse and bringing our faith 
to the marketplace – there are those whose faith “ebbs 
and flows depending on who is in office” and the is-
sues of the day, he said.

In our encounters, we are urged to “call them to-
ward a deeper reality of Jesus Christ, who supersedes 
our local and national governments,” Dr. Smith said.

“Point people beyond those partisan emotions, feel-
ings and commitments, to put them in their proper 
perspective and look toward to all that we await in the 
Kingdom of God,” he urged.

The final group of which Dr. Smith spoke was the 
“nones,” people with no religious background.

Just as Jesus reached out to non-believers, we too 
must share our faith with them.

“We really need to think thoughtfully, practically 
and prayerfully about these types of encounters,” Dr. 
Smith remarked.  

One way to share our faith is through the beauty of 
the Catholic Church, he offered.

“Beauty, like truth and goodness, is a universal 
virtue, a universally attractive quality,” he said. “We 
have an opportunity each day and in many ways to 
point people toward truth, goodness and beauty.”

“Find the beauty,” Dr. Smith said. “Find the beauty 
in other people, the beauty all around us, and point 
people to it. It’s not necessarily words that are needed 
to break down barriers; it’s truth, it’s goodness and 
it’s beauty.”

“For all of our engagements with people,” he con-
cluded, “what we want them to see is Christ living in 
us and through us.”

“The Refugee Crisis: Resettlement Facts and Myths” is an evening featuring a pre-re-
lease screening of a documentary film focusing on the world’s largest refugee camp and a 
panel discussion with local refugees that will take place June 29 at 7 p.m. at the Cardinal 
Keeler Center, Harrisburg. 

“Warehoused: The Forgotten Refugees of Dadaab” is a soon-to-be-released documen-
tary film that explores the struggles of protracted or “warehoused” refugees who have 
been confined to a camp for five years or more. The film sheds light on the seemingly 
insurmountable challenges facing refugees across the globe through an intimate glimpse 
into daily life at Dadaab, Kenya – the world’s largest refugee camp. It is approximately 
the size of the city of Atlanta.

Viewers will see the camp’s inner workings through the refugees’ personal stories, 
most notably Liban and his perseverance to provide for and reunite with his family. Fea-
turing commentary by the UN Refugee Agency workers who courageously provide des-
perately needed aid during the protracted crisis, “Warehoused” reveals the increasingly 
vital roles that relief agency organizations, host countries and permanent asylum nations 
have in the lives of millions of people struggling to find a place they can call home.

“We hope that by bringing this film to our area and also by giving local refugees a 
chance to answer questions that we can shine a light onto the very real tragic human con-
dition that the people that are trapped in camps like Dadaab face for years of their lives,” 
said John Leedock of Catholic Charities’ Immigration and Refugee Services.

A panel discussion will follow the film, offering those in attendance the opportunity to 
speak with and ask questions of refugees who have settled locally. Some of these refu-
gees had once lived in the Dadaab camp. Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg 
and the Diocesan Commission on Catholic Social Doctrine are organizing the evening. 

Catholic Charities operates a refugee resettlement program that focuses on self-suffi-
ciency for the refugees. They help approximately 300 refugees a year, ninety percent of 
which are gainfully employed within 90 days. The refugees often come from Syria, Ne-
pal, Bhutan, China and South Korea as well as other locations. More information about 
the service is available at www.cchbg.org. 

The public is welcome to attend this free event. Registration is not necessary but is 
encouraged to aid with event planning. Those interested can register on-line at www.
hbgdiocese.org/warehoused. Questions can be directed to John Leedock at jleedock@
cchbg.org.

Catholic Charities to Host Screening 
of Refugee Film and Panel Event
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Medieval Traditions Used 
by Luther to Form his 
Stance on Justification

By Mark Pattison 
Catholic News Service

Martin Luther used two medieval traditions to form his position on jus-
tification – a stance that nearly 500 years later ultimately found acceptance 
among Catholics, according to a German Lutheran theologian and pastor.

In theological terms, justification is God’s act of removing the guilt and 
penalty of sin while at the same time declaring a sinner righteous through 
Christ’s sacrifice on the cross.

Luther absorbed the work of 15th-century philosopher Gabriel Biel but 
ultimately rejected it, according to the Rev. Theodor Dieter, director of the 
Institute for Ecumenical Research in Germany. Luther, though, accepted 
the ideas of an author whose name was never made known but whose work 
Luther himself published in 1516 and again in 1518.

Rev. Dieter made his remarks May 31 during the May 30-June 1 confer-
ence “Luther and the Shaping of the Catholic Tradition,” marking the 500th 
anniversary of Luther posting his 95 theses. It was held at The Catholic 
University of America in Washington.

Luther’s “Disputation Against Scholastic Theology” “has at its core a 
short text of Gabriel Biel,” Rev. Dieter said. “Nearly two-thirds of the 95 
theses of this early disputation deal directly or indirectly with this.”

Biel wrote about two “turning points”: One was “the transition from the 
state of sin to the state of grace,” and the other “the transition from a life in 
grace on earth to eternal life,” Dieter said. “Even people who have sinned 
to the maximal degree nevertheless have at every moment the possibility to 
make a new beginning, to create an act of their will that loves God above 
all and for God’s sake. So says Biel.”

However, Biel’s work contained an “aporia,” or an irresolvable internal 
contradiction, according to Rev. Dieter. “I have committed a mortal sin, but 
I wish to gain eternal life, thus I want something that is good for me – but 
in order to do so, I have to love God only for God’s sake, not for my own 
sake. It is difficult to overcome this aporia if one is in it. Mystics took this 
problem very seriously when they discussed and spiritually experienced 
the concept of loving God in hell, that is; loving God without expecting 
any reward.”

Rev. Dieter added, “Luther reversed Biel’s dictum, ‘If one does what is in 
his power, God will give his grace,’ by saying: An act of friendship-love for 
God is not prior to receiving grace, rather it is the consequence of conver-
sion, following grace in order and time.”

He noted, “The basic difference that prompts Luther’s further develop-
ment is his different understanding of the love for God and the fulfillment 
of God’s law. Luther does not focus his concept of the love for God on acts 
of the will; rather, he understands love for God as the complete dedication 
of the whole person to God with all aspects of her being.”

The unknown author – whose work was declared by Luther that “beside 
the Bible and St. Augustine he had not read a book from which he had 
learned more about God, Christ, and the human being than this one” – held 
that turning away from God was “the presumption that something belongs 
to oneself,” Rev. Dieter said. “The fall of Adam did not happen, as the 
author explains, because he ate an apple, but because of his presumption, 
claiming his ‘I,’ ‘My,’ ‘Me.’”

He added, “Luther’s understanding of justification ... was sharply criti-
cized by Cardinal (Thomas) Cajetan as being the equivalent of ‘building 
a new church’ in 1518.” The cardinal, a prolific theologian, interviewed 
Luther at Augsburg, Germany, in the summer of 1518.

“But 481 years later,” Rev. Dieter continued, “the Roman Catholic mag-
isterium could say: ‘Catholics can share the concern of the Reformers to 
ground faith in the objective reality of Christ’s promise, to look away from 
one’s own experience, and to trust in Christ’s forgiving word alone.’”

The “481 years later” phrase refers to the Catholic-Lutheran Joint Decla-
ration on the Doctrine of Justification, issued in 1999.

“We confess together that all persons depend completely on the saving 
grace of God for their salvation. The freedom they possess in relation to 
persons and the things of this world is no freedom in relation to salvation,” 
it says in part. People, it adds, are “incapable of turning by themselves to 
God to seek deliverance, of meriting their justification before God, or of 
attaining salvation by their own abilities. Justification takes place solely by 
God’s grace.”

Insights into how Luther formed his stance on justification can be gleaned 
from reading his sermons – most of which did not see the light of day until 
about a century or so ago, according to the Rev. Timothy Wengert, who 
recently retired as a professor of Reformation history at Lutheran Theologi-
cal Seminary in Philadelphia.

“These documents give a far more accurate reading of – to use social 
psychologist Erving Goffman’s phrase – Luther’s presentation of his self, 
or at least of his theology, in everyday life, that is, to the commoners and 
scholars of his day,” Rev. Wengert said.

Luther insisted that “with God there is only and always ‘gabe ohne ge-
gengabe,’ to use (contemporary German author Berndt) Hamm’s apt phrase, 
‘gift without a reciprocal gift,’” Rev. Wengert added. “Thus, the 95 theses 
lack any reference to a quid pro quo in the Christian life.  God empowers 
priest, bishop and pope to declare the forgiveness of sin.”

This, Rev. Wengert noted, ran completely counter to the prevailing no-
tion of late-medieval Europe in which “God’s grace became a kind of ce-
lestial bribe, which demanded some sort of response from the recipient. 
Moreover, when turned on its head, human giving then obligated God to 
reciprocate,” he said, even if it meant that “one gave God a leaden coin to 
receive gold in return.”

By Colleen Dulle 
Catholic News Service

Swiss Cardinal Kurt Koch, renowned for 
his ecumenical efforts, addressed a Washing-
ton gathering of Catholic and Lutheran leaders 
striving for unity.

Cardinal Koch’s speech took place May 30 
at “The 500th Anniversary of Martin Luther’s 
Posting of the Ninety-Five Theses Confer-
ence: Luther and the Shaping of the Catholic 
Tradition,” held at The Catholic University of 
America.

In his address, Cardinal Koch called for a 
new understanding of Martin Luther that takes 
into account his historical and religious con-
text.

The cardinal, who leads the Pontifical Coun-
cil for Promoting Christian Unity, outlined 
how Luther was grounded in the monastic and 
mystical traditions of late medieval Catholi-
cism, like Christ-centered theology.

He also pointed out that the reforms Luther 
called for were not extraordinary in their time: 
similar reforms were gaining traction else-
where, like the “devotio moderna,” or “mod-
ern devotion,” movement in the Netherlands 
that called for humility and simplicity in the 
Church, or the first multilingual edition of 
Scripture that was published in Spain in 1515.

Luther, the cardinal said, never intended 
for his reforms to divide the Church, just as 
medieval reformers such as St. Francis and 
St. Dominic never intended to found new reli-
gious orders. They only intended to reform the 
Church from within.

Cardinal Koch said the Catholic Church of 
the Middle Ages was partly to blame for the 
division.

“If Martin Luther’s call for reform and re-
pentance had found open ears among the bish-
ops of the time and of the pope in Rome, the 
reform intended to be initiated by him [Luther] 
would not have become the Reformation. For 
the fact that the original reform of the Church 
became instead a Church-dividing reforma-
tion, the Catholic Church of the time must bear 
its share of the blame,” Cardinal Koch said.

He pointed out that it wasn’t until later in his 
life that Luther began to call into question the 
role and structure of the Church. Because of 
this, he said, it isn’t fair to see the posting of 
Luther’s theses as the moment the Church split 
into Lutheranism and Catholicism.

Cardinal Koch stated that political leaders 
in Germany were largely responsible for the 
formation of a distinct Lutheran Church about 
100 years after Luther wrote his theses.

Still, he said, Luther’s essential question 
about the role of the Church remains important 

and must be addressed in the dialogue between 
Catholics and Lutherans going forward.

Additionally, reconciliation must be a guid-
ing theme in the conversation, the cardinal 
said, referencing Pope Francis’ words in Swe-
den last year.

Cardinal Koch said that Catholics must con-
tinue to apologize for their sometimes-violent 
offenses, like wars, against other religious 
groups, just as Lutherans must apologize for 
the way it has painted the pre-Reformation 
Catholic Church over the years.

The cardinal also called for a consensus be-
tween Catholics and Lutherans on Luther’s 
doctrine of justification –the idea that a person 
is saved through faith rather than actions.

“After 500 years of division,” the cardinal 
said, “we must strive for a binding communion 
and put it into effect already today.”

Retired Lutheran Bishop Eero Huovinen of 
the Diocese of Helsinki responded to Cardinal 
Koch’s address.

He said he agreed with everything the cardi-
nal had said.

Bishop Huovinen focused his response in-
stead on the 2015 Catholic-Lutheran joint 
“Declaration on the Way: Church, Ministry 
and the Eucharist,” which attempts to reach 
common theological ground between the two 
groups.

Some of the scholars who drafted the decla-
ration attended the talk.

Bishop Huovinen questioned the document’s 
use of the word “church,” since it has different 
definitions to Catholics and Lutherans. He also 
called for a closer look at the Roman Missal’s 
language about the Eucharist as a sacrifice, 
which might be at odds with Lutheran theol-
ogy.

Both speakers praised the progress already 
made to reconcile Catholics and Lutherans. 
They called for the 500th anniversary of the 
theses to be a jumping off point for a more nu-
anced effort toward reconciliation going for-
ward.

The May 30-June 1 conference at Catholic 
University was co-sponsored by Metropolitan 
Washington, D.C. Synod of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, Catholic Uni-
versity’s School of Theology and religious 
Studies, the Vatican’s Pontifical Committee 
of Historical Sciences, and the U.S. bishops’ 
Secretariat for Ecumenical and Interreligious 
Affairs.

Ecumenical Leaders Call for Context, 
Nuance in Catholic-Lutheran Dialogue

CNS/TYLER ORSBURN
Attendees listen to Cardinal Kurt Koch’s talk 
about Martin Luther and the Reformation at The 
Catholic University of America in Washington, 
May 30. The Swiss cardinal is president of the 
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity 
at the Vatican. 

CNS/TYLER ORSBURN
Cardinal Kurt Koch, president of the Pontifi-
cal Council for Promoting Christian Unity, is 
seen at The Catholic University of America 
in Washington May 30. The Swiss cardinal 
spoke about Martin Luther and the Refor-
mation. 
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“I’ve found that 
you can’t expect 
the students or 

families to do the 
work of service 

unless you model 
it yourself.”
~ Dr. Maureen Thiec,
Retiring Principal of 

Delone Catholic High 
School in McSherrystown

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Dr. Maureen Thiec is pictured in the chapel at Delone Catholic High School in McSherrystown. She said that of the changes 
made at the school during her 25 years there, she is most proud of the relocation of the chapel from the basement to its 
first-floor location.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Whenever work needed to be done 
at Delone Catholic High School, Dr. 
Maureen Thiec got dirty.

One of the first projects the McSher-
rystown school tackled after her arrival 
as principal in 1992 was the construc-
tion of new concession stands at the 
football field.

Working alongside several masons 
and volunteers, Dr. Thiec and her hus-
band, Randy, hauled cinderblock and 
mixed cement as part of the construc-
tion process.

Whenever it was time to “set up 
and tear down” for school Masses and 
assemblies, Dr. Thiec was there too, 
helping to get the job done.

“I’ve found that you can’t expect the 
students or families to do the work of 
service unless you model it yourself,” 
Dr. Thiec told The Catholic Witness.

And while she’s not shied away 
from manual labor, she’s put a focus 
on service to the Church as well – as a 
cantor, a lector, and an Extraordinary 
Minister of Holy Communion.

Service to the Church has long been 
her approach in life. She was born in 
Reading, Pa., and was raised with her 
six siblings in the Philadelphia area 
before the family moved – first to 
Maryland and then to Massachusetts. 

“My dad always said, ‘Do the best 
you can with every day of your life,’” 
she recalled.

Her father had been a seminarian 
in his younger years. But before he 
could be ordained to the priesthood, 
he started to lose his eyesight. With an 
abundance in the numbers of religious 
vocations in the 
1940s, he ultimately 
left the seminary.

Service to the 
Church was instilled 
in his seven children. 
“We all carry on his 
mantra that you work 
for the good of the 
Church, that you do 
for God,” Dr. Thiec 
said.

She attended 
Catholic school until 
her sophomore year 
of high school, when 
tuition wasn’t some-
thing that the family 
with seven children 
could manage. So she finished high 
school at a public school in Timonium, 
Md., and then went on to St. Francis 
University, where she played the organ 
and sang at daily Mass for the Francis-
can Friars.

Dr. Thiec’s career in education began 
in 1978 as a science teacher at a Chris-
tian school in Jacksonville, Fla. Her 
husband, who died last year, served in 
the United States Navy, and while he 
was stationed in Florida, she began her 
teaching career.

She became principal of the Chris-
tian school in 1981, and then took on 
that role at Resurrection Parish School, 
also in Jacksonville.

She was finishing classes for a 
doctoral degree when her husband’s 
job took them to Baltimore in the early 
90’s, so she began searching for a new 

Model of Faith and Service, Dr. Maureen Thiec Retires  
from Delone Catholic after 25 Years as Principal

job as they relocated.
Through Msgr. Hugh Overbaugh, 

who was good friends with her father, 
Dr. Thiec learned of the open princi-
pal position at Delone Catholic. She 
applied for the position, although she 

wasn’t familiar with 
the high school, 
named for attorney 
Charles J. De-
lone, Esquire, who 
donated the land 
and the funds for its 
construction.

“My first question 
to Sister Marilou 
MacDonald [Dioc-
esan Superintendent 
at the time] was 
‘Who is St. De-
lone?’”

“I thought the 
school was named 
after a saint I’d 
never heard of,” Dr. 

Thiec said.
She was selected for the job, and 

became, at that time, the only lay prin-
cipal in the Diocese of Harrisburg.

“There was Father Pallard at Lan-
caster Catholic, Father Quinlan at 
Bishop McDevitt, Father DeChico 
at Lebanon Catholic, Sister Rita at 
Lourdes, Sister Francine at Trinity, 
and Father Grab at York Catholic,” she 
pointed out. “And there was me, and 
they affectionately called me ‘the non-
religious principal.’”

She set to work, putting the Catholic 
faith first. 

“You have to put Catholicism first, 
and make sure the students and fac-
ulty understand that’s where your 
leadership is coming from,” Dr. Thiec 
remarked. 

Her first goals were to establish 
prayer before the start of every class, 

and Mass every month.
At the same time, there was a focus 

on the curriculum, including the 
improvement of Advanced Placement 
courses, but also classes like wood-
shop and electronics.

“We are located in an area that is 
typically blue-collar, and while 97 per-
cent of our graduates go on to college, 
we have to be a school for students 
pursuing a trade or the work force after 
graduation,” she said. “If parents and 
students want a Catholic education, 
we have to make sure that we have 
courses that will allow them to be the 
best they can be, no matter what they 
choose to do in life.”

Dr. Thiec also became directly 
involved with the students – both in 
the classroom and in extracurricular 
activities.

She’s played the role of Grandma 
in the school’s production of “Fiddler 
on the Roof,” and sat on the sidelines 
for basketball and football games – a 
number of which were at the champi-
onship level – and has taught Algebra 
for eighth-grade students in the area’s 
Catholic middle school classrooms.

“I wanted the community to know 
I’m well-rounded,” Dr. Thiec said. “I 
like music. I like theater. I like sports. 
I like everything the students are doing 
inside and outside of the classroom.”

The Algebra program began in 1996 
as a means of retaining students in the 
area’s Catholic school system.

When it started, eighth-graders from 
five Catholic schools came to Delone 
every morning at 8:00 for an hour-long 
class with Dr. Thiec, who plans to con-
tinue the program this fall at St. Joseph 
School in Hanover.

During Dr. Thiec’s tenure, Delone 
Catholic has also introduced band, 
wrestling and football programs for el-
ementary and middle school students, 
an annual picnic for third- and fourth-

graders, and a Little Squires program 
for children ages four to six that offers 
events like an Advent gathering and at-
tendance at a Delone Catholic baseball 
game.

The Student Council also hosts 
separate “Delone in the Dark” events 
for middle school girls and boys that 
features a Friday night scavenger hunt 
in the darkened high school.

Dr. Thiec said the accomplishment 
she is most proud of is the relocation 
of the school’s chapel from the base-
ment to the first floor in the summer 
of 2007. The project, she said, put 
Christ at the center of the school. The 
relocation and construction was made 
possible by a gift from the estate of 
Donald and Mary Small, and the tab-
ernacle and statuary from the gift of an 
anonymous donor. 

In conjunction with the school’s 75th 
anniversary, Delone Catholic under-
took its Diamond Decade Initiative, 
a multiple-phase $6.8 million capital 
campaign designed to renovate the 
entire school. 

Every decision and initiative were 
made with the best interest of the 
students and the future of the school, 
Dr. Thiec said. She will be succeeded 
by Richard LaRocca as principal on 
July 1.

“I hope that as a good leader, I have 
left the school in a position that it can 
continue to be strong,” Dr. Thiec said. 
“God has been with us all this time, 
and Delone will continue to move 
forward.”

“God placed me here for a wonderful 
opportunity. It was a great time in my 
life, and in my family’s life,” she said. 
“Delone Catholic was the answer to a 
prayer for me.”

(Learn more about Delone Catholic 
High School at www.delonecatholic.
org or call 717-637-5969.) 



8 - The
 Catholic Witness • June 23, 2017

The Missionary Childhood
“Children Helping Children”

The Missionary Childhood Association is one of four Pontifical Mission Societies. It has a dual mandate of educating children about their part in the 
Church’s missionary work and challenging them to share what they have with children growing up in mission countries. The MCA is the official mission 
program in the Diocese of Harrisburg’s elementary schools.  

With the motto of “Children Helping Children,” MCA helps children discover their brothers and sisters in mission countries—children just like them—
and teaches that their own prayers and personal sacrifices make a faith-filled difference for their mission family. 

Madeleine 
Suhrbier and 
Evan Sloane 
from our diocese 
were selected 
from among 
thousands of 
young artists as 
winners in the 
2015-16 National 
MCA Christmas 
Artwork Contest. 
They received 
awards from 
Father Andrew 
Small, the na-
tional director 
of the Pontifical 
Missions Societ-
ies, in December 
2016. Their work 
was displayed 
throughout the 
Advent and 
Christmas season 
at the National 
Shrine of the 
Immaculate 
Conception in 
Washington, 
D.C.

National MCA Christmas  
Artwork Contest Winners

Above, Evan Sloane’s 
winning Mother & Child; 
below, at Mass at the 
National Shrine with his 
family.

Above, Madeleine  
Suhrbier receives her 
award from Father Small. 
Below, her winning 
 manger scene. 

Sacrifice
The Missionary Childhood Association 

teaches our children that we are indeed 
our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers if we are 
truly Catholic in our hearts. It also teaches 

them basic stewardship: each Catholic, re-
gardless of age or station, has a responsibil-

ity to others. Certainly, prayer is something 
of which even the youngest is capable – but 

this is only one of the two pillars of MCA. 
The second, true sacrificial action, must follow. 

A popular way for children to collect their sacri-
fices for the missions is the MCA mite box. 

Team jersey day 
for the Missions, 

Our Mother of 
Perpetual Help 

School, Ephrata 

Sacred Heart of Jesus School, Lancaster

Holy Angels 
Parish, 

Kulpmont

Our Lady of Lourdes Regional School, Coal Township, 
semi-annual “Mission March”

93 years of sacrificing for the missions in  
Harrisburg Diocesan schools and parishes

The very first Diocesan Director of the Missions Office 
was then-Father Joseph A. Schmidt, appointed by Bishop 
Philip R. McDevitt in 1924. In his first Annual Report, he 
reported that “...eight hundred dollars was collected in the 
schools in the 1924-1925 term.” Thereafter, he offered a 
report every year listing the contributions by the children in 
the diocesan schools and parishes. 

In 1931, he included a letter that accompanied the dona-
tions from one school:

“Enclosed you will find two dollars towards the Missions 
saved by nine of the Seventh Grade boys at Holy Trinity 
School. We saved it by paying one cent a week; but to make 

it higher, we raised it to five cents a week. We met at each others’ houses. We were 
going to buy a baseball and bat but thought that this would be of better use. The 
name of our club is the ‘Jolly Crew.’” 

Lentocha Award
Presented annually at the Diocesan Education Con-

ference in September, the Monsignor George V. Len-
tocha Award acknowledges a school whose students 
have demonstrated exceptional mission awareness 
and Christian concern for children in developing 
countries of the world. Last September, the award 
was given by Bishop Ronald Gainer and Diocesan 
Director Father Robert F. Sharman to Our Lady of 
the Angels School, Columbia. It was accepted by 
Mrs. Michelle Detz, the school’s Mission Moderator. 
Mrs. Kimberly Winters is the school’s principal.
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Thank You…
... to all the principals, teachers, mission moderators, 

DREs, catechists and parents who help today in developing 
tomorrow’s missionaries, and for allowing the MCA to part-
ner with you in this wonderful task of planting and nurturing 
missionary seeds.

In the previous school year, children in the Harrisburg Di-
ocesan schools and parishes contributed $52,637 to children 
in the missions! (Numbers for the school year just complet-
ed are still being tabulated.)

SCHOOLS 

• St. Columba School, Bloomsburg
• Good Shepherd School, Camp Hill
• Trinity High School, Camp Hill
• St. Patrick School, Carlisle
• Corpus Christi School, Chambersburg
• Our Lady of Lourdes Elementary School, Coal Twp.
• Our Lady of the Angels School, Columbia
• St. Joseph School, Dallastown
• St. Joseph School, Danville
• Our Mother of Perpetual Help School, Ephrata
• St. Francis Xavier School, Gettysburg
• Sacred Heart of Jesus School, Hanover
• St. Joseph School, Hanover
• Bishop McDevitt High School, Harrisburg
• Holy Name of Jesus School, Harrisburg
• St. Catherine Labouré School, Harrisburg
• Harrisburg Catholic Elementary School
• St. Margaret Mary School, Harrisburg
• St. Joan of Arc School, Hershey
• Lancaster Catholic High School
• Resurrection School, Lancaster
• Sacred Heart of Jesus School, Lancaster
• St. Anne School, Lancaster
• Lebanon Catholic Elementary and High Schools, Lebanon
• Sacred Heart of Jesus School, Lewistown
• Annunciation BVM School, McSherrystown
• Delone Catholic High School, McSherrystown
• St. Joseph School, Mechanicsburg
• Seven Sorrows BVM School, Middletown
• St. Theresa School, New Cumberland
• St. John the Baptist School, New Freedom
• Immaculate Conception BVM School, New Oxford
• St. Leo the Great School, Rohrerstown
• St. Rose of Lima School, Thomasville
• St. Andrew School, Waynesboro
• St. Joseph School, York
• St. Patrick School, York
• York Catholic High School

 
PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAMS 

• Our Lady of Mercy Parish, Catawissa
• Our Lady of Hope Parish, Coal Township
• Holy Trinity Parish, Columbia
• St. Joseph Parish, Danville
• St. Joseph Parish, Hanover
• St. Vincent de Paul Parish, Hanover
• St. Joan of Arc Parish, Hershey
• Holy Angels Parish, Kulpmont
• St. Joseph Parish, Lancaster
• St. John Neumann Parish, Lancaster
• San Juan Bautista Parish, Lancaster
• St. Aloysius Parish, Littlestown
• Our Lady Help of Christians Parish, Lykens
• Annunciation BVM Parish, McSherrystown
• St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, Mechanicsburg
• Seven Sorrows BVM Parish, Middletown
• Mary, Mother of the Church Parish, Mount Joy
• St. Bernard Parish, New Bloomfield
• Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, New Holland
• Holy Spirit Parish, Palmyra
• Prince of Peace Parish, Steelton
• St. Monica Parish, Sunbury
• St. Patrick Parish, Trevorton
• St. Patrick Parish, York
• St. Rose of Lima Parish, York

Father Robert F. Sharman,  
Diocesan Director, blesses  
some of the 5,330 World Mission  
Rosaries sent out to diocesan 
children this past school year.

We can all be missionaries at home through prayer. 
An ongoing project allows the Harrisburg Missions 
Office to distribute World Missions Rosaries,  
generously made by volunteers in our diocese, to our  
children. The World Mission Rosary, created by 
Archbishop Fulton Sheen in 1951, calls to mind the 
great needs of our mission family in each part of the 
world. 

Pray for the Missions

Sacred Heart 
 of Jesus School, 

Lancaster

St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Parish  

5th grade 
CCD class,  

Mechanicsburg

St. Anne School, Lancaster

Sacred 
Heart Parish 
Religious 
Education, 
Lancaster

The 
amount of 
rice some 
children 
in the 
Missions 
receive 
each day. 

Holy  
Angels  
Parish,  
Kulpmont, 
Religious 
Education 

St. Joseph 
the Worker 

Parish,  
Bonneauville

For more information on the work 
of the Missionary Childhood Association,  

or to sign up for monthly activities,  
please contact the Missions Office:

4800 Union Deposit Road  
Harrisburg, PA 17111-3710

(717) 657-4804 ext. 240
missions@hbgdiocese.org
www.hbgdiocese.org/MCA

World Mission Rosaries  
travel from Harrisburg to Cuba

Last year, members of the national MCA office 
visited Cuba to attend a Missionary Childhood As-
sociation Congress. Marilyn Santos, the national 
Mission Education Director, sent an emergency 
request for World Mission Rosaries to take along 
with them. With rosaries from the Diocese of Har-
risburg, all children were able to receive a rosary. 
As rules against practicing religion have become 
relaxed, the MCA is now blossoming into a na-
tional movement, present in most Cuban dioceses. 

Marilyn Santos with several Cuban children 
proudly displaying their rosaries.

Association in the Diocese of Harrisburg
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CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Ricman Fly, who is retiring as principal of St. Patrick School in Carlisle, stands by a school mural in the library.

 “In my time here,  
I’ve tried to make sure 
that the atmosphere is 

very much like a family.  
I want the kids to be 
happy that they’re  

coming to school, and the 
parents comfortable  
sending them here.”

~ Ricman Fly,
Retiring Principal of  

St. Patrick School in Carlisle

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Stationed in Germany while serv-
ing in the United States Air Force, 
Captain Ricman Fly decided to go on 
a cruise of the Mediterranean with 
some of his fellow servicemen. The 
tour made a stop in Jerusalem, where 
Captain Fly approached the section of 
the great Western Wall where visi-
tors place handwritten prayers into its 
cracks.

That day, Captain Fly – then a 
bachelor – slid a slip of paper into the 
wall with the following prayer: “God, 
one day I would like to have a lot of 
children.”

He would eventually marry, and 
God blessed him and his wife, Laura, 
with a daughter, Darby.

As well as the 300 or so students 
who enliven St. Patrick School in 
Carlisle each year.

Mr. Fly is retiring from his position 
as principal, after serving 12 years 
there.

“It was a very difficult decision to 
retire, and I’m going to miss this,” 
he told The Catholic Witness while 
sitting in his office as the school year 
drew to a close.

That’s because of the family-like 
bonds that exist at St. Patrick School, 
situated on Marsh Drive, where Mr. 
Fly has treated students as though 
they were his own children.

“In my time here, I’ve tried to make 
sure that the atmosphere is very much 
like a family,” Mr. Fly remarked. “I 
want the kids to be happy that they’re 
coming to school, and the parents 
comfortable sending them here.”

“We’re a friendly, family-oriented, 
Catholic school. The parents just want 
the best for their children, and that’s 
what we want, too,” he said.

Each day, without fail – whether in 
sun, rain, wind or snow – Mr. Fly has 
stood in the parking lot to greet stu-
dents as they arrive and to send them 
off at the end of the day.

Walking the school halls, lined with 
student artwork and accomplishments, 
he has greeted children by name, spo-
ken to them about their schoolwork 
and hobbies, 
and sent them 
off with a hug 
or a pat on the 
back.

“My hope 
for the future 
of St. Patrick 
School is that 
it continues 
to flourish, 
that Catholic 
education 
in general 
continues to 
flourish,” Mr. 
Fly reflected. 
“We’re opti-
mistic for our 
future and the 
outlook we have here for the students 
we serve. We fill a very important 
niche in our society.”

Although his 12 years as principal 
of St. Patrick’s was the only job he 

Retiring as Principal of St. Patrick School in Carlisle,  
Ricman Fly’s Focus Was on School as Family of Faith

has ever had in education, Mr. Fly has 
long recognized the value of Catholic 
schools.

While living in San Angelo, Texas, 
in the early 2000s, he and his wife 
sent their daughter, Darby, to Catholic 
school, where Mr. Fly served as presi-
dent of the Parent-Teacher Associa-
tion. He had been retired as a Colonel 
from the Air Force by the time Darby 
entered school, and he eventually 
earned a degree in elementary educa-
tion.

He felt called to serve in a Catholic 
school.

“I had served my country, and now 
there was a call to serve my faith,” 
Mr. Fly reflected.

Searching for principal openings, he  
found one at St. Patrick School and 
applied. He had heard good things 
about the Carlisle area from fel-

low service 
personnel 
who had been 
stationed in 
the area. 

Following 
a first-round 
interview with 
Immaculate 
Heart of Mary 
Sister Sue 
Ann Steves, 
then the Dioc-
esan Super-
intendent of 
Schools, Mr. 
Fly arrived 
at St. Patrick 
School for an 
interview with 

the pastor at the time, then-Father 
William Waltersheid, who is now 
Auxiliary Bishop of Pittsburgh.

“I loved the school right off the 
bat,” Mr. Fly said.

“I do remember how much it sunk 
in during the first week that we have 
all these students and families who are 
relying on us,” he recalled. “It really hit 
me that they have faith in us to educate 
their children academically and spiritu-
ally.”

From his first day on the job, he saw 
the commitment of the faculty and staff 
to the ministry of Catholic education.

“They have reinforced their dedica-
tion every day. That has been very 
inspirational and very gratifying,” he 
said.

Of the programs and initiatives St. 
Patrick School has undertaken during 
his tenure, Mr. Fly counts the school’s 
designation as a National Blue Ribbon 
School in 2007 as the pinnacle. The 
prestigious award is based on a school’s 
overall academic excellence, and dem-
onstration that all students can achieve 
to high levels.

“It’s really quite an accomplishment 
for the hard work of our kids, the dedi-
cation of our staff, and the support that 
the parents and the parish give us. I’m 
very proud of that, and that we were the 
first elementary school in the diocese to 
achieve it,” Mr. Fly said.

The recognition is given by the 
United States Department of Educa-
tion to only 50 schools each year. In 
the Diocese of Harrisburg, Trinity High 
School in Camp Hill, St. Joseph School 
in Mechanicsburg and St. Joan of Arc 
School in Hershey are also National 
Blue Ribbon Schools.

St. Patrick’s students also enjoy a 
state-of-the-art computer lab, a com-
puter bank and SmartBoard in each 
classroom, as well as the advantages of 
using the parish’s Reverend Andrew J. 
Fontanella Parish Activity Center, and 
an outdoor eight-lane track made pos-
sible by an anonymous donor.

Most important is the school’s con-

nection to the parish church – a direct 
link by an internal hallway that creates 
a seamless transition between church 
and school and reinforces the school’s 
Catholic identity.

Students attend the parish’s Friday 
morning Mass, and serve as greeters, 
altar servers, lectors and gift bearers. 

They also participate in services like 
the Stations of the Cross, a May Crown-
ing of a statue of the Blessed Mother, 
the blessing of pets on the Feast of St. 
Francis of Assisi, and Masses on holy 
days of obligation.

Father William Forrey, pastor, and the 
parochial vicar – most recently Father 
Donald Bender, who is now the new 
pastor of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in 
Enola – frequently visit classrooms and 
connect with students and staff.

“Here, students are educated in an 
environment that allows us to talk about 
Jesus Christ and the importance of 
him in our lives and our expression of 
Christian charity,” Mr. Fly reflected.

“Frankly, the school sells itself. Just 
walk through the school on any day, 
and you’ll get the vibe of a family of 
faith,” he said. “We’ve been here since 
1947, and we’ve been showing up for 
work every day since then.”

Although Mr. Fly’s working days at 
St. Patrick School have come to a close, 
his presence will remain. He’d like to 
serve in a volunteer capacity, and will 
continue to support students in their 
extra-curricular activities, such as stage 
productions, athletic events and fund-
raisers.

“It’s been a real honor and so gratify-
ing to be part of the lives of the children 
and their families. We share in their 
joys, and every now and then we share 
in a heartbreak. It’s been a blessing 
from God to work here, and I thank him 
every day,” Mr. Fly said. 

“I’ll be a Celtic forever.”
(For information about St. Patrick 

School in Carlisle, visit www. 
spscarlisle.us or call 717-249-4826.)
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Lancaster Catholic High School 
Gives Back Through Music

Lancaster Catholic High School and its Fine & Performing Arts (FPA) 
Department donated $5,750 to Lancaster County’s Crispus Attucks Com-
munity Center this year. FPA Director Tony Brill and the Tri-M Music 
Honor Society presented a check to Crispus Attucks at a small ceremony 
in May.

Crispus Attucks Community Center strives to improve the quality of life 
for youth and families in Lancaster by providing services that promote 
community prosperity, physical and mental health, and by offering pro-
grams and cultural events which preserve the African American heritage.

Lancaster Catholic worked with Carol Rae Culliton, Adam Culliton ‘07 
and their Robert J. Gunterberg Charitable Foundation in the donation of 
both the funds and also equipment. The Crusaders delivered used drums 
and other musical instruments to Crispus Attucks and their “Infamous Un-
stoppables Drill Team & Drum Squad.”

The Tri-M students held many fundraisers and bake sales to raise funds 
for a group that will be able to continue to promote community prosperity 
by empowering the youth of Lancaster County.

“One of our main goals for our students involved in Tri-M is to teach 
them to give back to their community,” Brill said. “That is why we are so 
proud of our students this past year for raising a record amount of funds to 
present to the Crispus Attucks program. Having direct involvement with 
the program and knowing what their program actually provides for so many 
children in the City of Lancaster allows us to know that these funds will be 
put to great use. We are so proud to partner with Crispus Attucks and the 
Gunterberg Charitable Foundation.”

In Tri-M’s four years of existence at LCHS, Brill and the Crusaders have 
raised over $17,000 for The Milagro House, Schreiber Pediatrics, Britta-
ny’s Hope and the Crispus Attucks Music Program.

Brill and the Fine & Performing Arts Department were recently awarded 
with the Middle States’ Program of Distinction in Music.

St. John the Baptist School Participates  
in 3D Printing Competition

Last month, 11 fifth- and sixth-grade students from St. John the Baptist 
School in New Freedom competed in a 3D printing competition held at the 
Lincoln Intermediate Unit in New Oxford. St. John’s School was represented 
by three teams in the fourth- through sixth-grade division. 

The theme was “boating,” and the students had to design and print a boat 
that would hold cargo and pennies. During the printing time, there were two 
other STEM activities that the students took part in and were counted in the 
overall scores. Even though St. John’s School did not win the competition, 
there were lots of lessons learned that day, along with teamwork. 

Mrs. Michelle Williams and Mrs. Sheila Doyle helped the students prepare 
for this competition, along with Mr. John Kelchaw as an after school club. The 
school now has two 3D printers, thanks to the Home School Association and 
a donation by Fallston Supply, Inc. St. John’s School was the only Catholic 
school to compete in this competition.

York Catholic’s National  
Honor Society Wins National Award

The National Honor Society of York Catholic High School has been selected 
as one of the ten Outstanding Service Project Award recipients for 2017 by 
the National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) and Na-
tional Honor Society (NHS).  

Senior members of York Catholic’s National Honor Society helped build a 
new playground in the park across the street from the school between Vander 
Avenue and Edgar Street this fall. The students assisted “Bring on Play” 
(BOP), a committee of individuals and organizations working together to in-
crease play opportunities within the city of York. The students dug, shoveled, 
installed, and assisted in any way they were asked. This is the second con-
secutive year the National Honor Society has worked with BOP on creating a 
playground to help improve the community for others.

Please pray for the following cler-
gy who died in June during the past 
25 years:
Father Augustine Zan, 1999
Father Joseph Kelly, 2000
Father Robert Burns, Jr., 2001
Father Thomas J. Gralinski, 2005
Father William Geiger, CSSR, 2007
Father T. Ronald Haney, 2012
Father Andre J. Meluskey, 2013

The names of the following deceased 
persons have been submitted by their 
parishes. Please remember in your 
prayers the happy repose of these re-
cently departed souls and the consola-
tion of their loved ones.

ANNVILLE – St. Paul the Apostle: 
Michael Keefer, Pierina Russo.

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: 
Ralph C. Dillon, Mildred M. Hartman, 
Frank R. Kurian, Alice Szymczak.

BONNEAUVILLE – St. Joseph the 
Worker: Carol Kraus, Margaret Weaver.

BUCHANAN VALLEY – St. Ignatius 
Loyola: Dorothy Sanders, Jean Sprankle, 
Robert Watz, Ronald Zielinski.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: Rita 
Smith, Helen Walchak.

CATAWISSA – Our Lady of Mercy: 
Billy Joe Houchins

CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus Christi: 
Barbara Jean (Stiffler) Kudasik. 

ELIZABETHTOWN – St. Peter: 
Mark Bruno.

ENOLA – Our Lady of Lourdes: 
Joseph Borzilleri, Kathleen McGrath, 
Romaine Neidigh, Billi Jo Smith, Richard 
Sullivan, Robert Trombley.

FAIRFIELD – Immaculate Conception 
BVM: Douglas Rhoades.

HANOVER – St. Vincent de Paul: 
John Girard Hemler, Mary Ann Smith.

HARRISBURG – St. Catherine 
Labouré: Dorothy Kostelec, Richard J. 
Murphy, Jr.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: Al Bos, 
Vera D’Amelio, Richard DeAngelis,  
Patrick Quigley, Deloris Summers 
(Rossi), Mary Tatangelo.

KULPMONT – Holy Angels: Adolph 
Blugis, Carl J. Stillo, Albert J. Visintainer, 
Jr.

LANCASTER – Assumption BVM: 
Dr. Robert M. Kemp.

LEBANON – Assumption BVM: Mary 
C. Simpson, Paul Snell, Jason Stager, 
William Trostel, Anthony G. Verna, James 
G. Walker.

MCSHERRYSTOWN – Annunciation 
BVM: Janet Reh.

MECHANICSBURG – St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton: Bob Rice; St. Joseph:  
Salvestre de la Cruz, Robert Hirsch, 
Kevin Kapaun, Ivan Barry Snoke.

MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the 
Apostle: Theresa Beam, Sebastian  
Giambanco, Colleen Lorrelli, Patricia 
Salm.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine 
Redeemer: Anet “Sis” Thiroway.

NEW CUMBERLAND – St. Theresa: 
Rita Bash, Jeanette Razga.

NEW FREEDOM – St. John the 
Baptist: Theresa Jacque, Robert Lasher, 
Sharon Martin, Richard Snellinger.

PALMYRA – Holy Spirit: Dorothy L. 
Suchy.

SELINSGROVE – St. Pius X: Mary 
Gabala, Victoria Koval.

SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini: 
William Bradley, Angie Campomizzi,  
Patrick Kazmerski, Jr., Teresa Knarr,  
Jacqueline Reed, Daniel Shebelski,  
Dorothy Wagner, Daniel Yoncuski.

WAYNESBORO – St. Andrew: Henry 
Powers.

WILLIAMSTOWN – Sacred Heart of 
Jesus: Elizabeth Carr.

YORK – St. Joseph: Joan Satinoff 
Weeks; St. Rose of Lima: Donald  
Chrismer, George Eveler, Jr., Anthony 
Piro.
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concerned,” Cardinal Dolan said. “So, we need 
some permanence. We need some stability. And I 
think this is the way to go.”

Some bishops felt the ad hoc committee did 
not need to become permanent because they felt 
religious liberty could be addressed by existing 
standing committees.

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin of Newark, New Jer-
sey, also noted that it was “very unfortunate” that 
the vote on the committee was taking place a day 
after the bishops allowed its working group on 

Fortnight
Continued from 1

Catholic News Service

Reflecting their concern that religious 
liberty at home and abroad remains a top 
priority, the U.S. bishops during their 
spring general assembly in Indianapolis 
voted to make permanent their Ad Hoc 
Committee for Religious Liberty.

Voting 132-53 with five abstentions 
June 15, the second day of the assembly, 
the bishops’ action came less than a week 
before the start of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops’ fifth annual Fortnight for 
Freedom June 21-July 4. The observance 
is a two-week period of prayer, advocacy 
and education on religious freedom.

The bishops also reiterated that their ef-
forts are focused on “ensuring the funda-
mental right of medical care” for all people 
as the U.S. Senate worked in mid-June on 
a plan to repeal and replace the Affordable 
Care Act after the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives had passed its own measure, the 
American Health Care Act.

The chairman of the National Review 
Board, which works to respond to and 
prevent sexual abuse by clergy and other 
Church personnel, updated the bishops 
June 14 on the board’s work and presented 
key points of the recently issued 14th an-
nual report on diocesan compliance with 
the U.S. Catholic Church’s “Charter for 
the Protection of Children and Young Peo-
ple.”

In a related event, the bishops celebrated 
a liturgy last evening in response to a call 
from Pope Francis to episcopal confer-
ences around the world to observe a “Day 
of Prayer and Penance” for survivors of 
sexual abuse within the Church.

The bishops also heard reports from the 
chairman of the Committee on Internation-
al Justice and Peace about international 
persecution and human rights violations; 
final plans for the July 1-4 “Convocation 
of Catholic Leaders: The Joy of the Gospel 
in America” in Orlando, Florida; and the 
progress of a working group on migrants 
and refugees.

Before the vote on making the Com-
mittee on Religious Liberty permanent, 
Baltimore Archbishop William E. Lori, 
committee chairman, said the need for the 
body stretches beyond the specific legal 
and public policy issues challenging reli-
gious freedom that continue to emerge.

Archbishop Lori expressed hope that 
the committee’s work would help “plant 
the seeds of a movement for religious 
freedom, which will take years of water-
ing and weeding in order for it to grow, to 
grow strong and to bear fruit.”

Worldwide, Bishop Oscar Cantu of Las 
Cruces, New Mexico, international policy 
committee chairman, said in a June 15 re-
port that religious persecution “includes 
both social hostilities and government re-
strictions.”

“It finds expression in physical assaults, 
arrests and detentions, desecration of holy 
sites, and in discrimination against reli-
gious groups in employment, education, 
housing, the selection of a marriage part-
ner and whether you are considered a citi-
zen.”

He said the committee respects “the ap-
proaches adopted by the local church. Like 

Bishops’ Concerns for Religious Liberty, Health Care Echo at Assembly

a physician, our first duty is to do no harm. 
We adopt strategies that complement the 
work of the local Church.”

The USCCB reinforced its stand that 
the American Health Care Act passed by 
the House of Representatives May 4 needs 
major reform – to provide quality health 
care for the “voiceless,” especially chil-
dren, the elderly, the poor, immigrants and 
the seriously ill.

“We find ourselves in a time marked 
by a deep sense of urgency and gravity,” 
said Bishop George L. Thomas of Hel-
ena, Montana, in remarks to the assembly. 
“Within two weeks, we may see a federal 
budgetary action with potentially cata-
strophic effects on the lives of our people, 
most especially children and the elderly, 
the seriously ill, the immigrant and our na-
tion’s working poor.”

Referring to the House bill and its plan 
to “eliminate $880 billion from Medicaid 
over the next decade,” Bishop Thomas 
said, “If left unchallenged or unmodified, 
this budget will destabilize our own Cath-
olic health care apostolates, take food from 
the mouths of school-aged children and 
the homebound, and deny already scarce 
medical resources to the nation’s neediest 
in every state across the land.”

His comments followed a report on 
health care reform by Bishop Frank J. De-
wane of Venice, Florida, chairman of the 
USCCB’s Committee on Domestic Justice 
and Human Development.

Bishop Dewane focused on the Senate’s 
work to repeal and replace the Affordable 
Care Act.

“The Catholic Church remains commit-
ted to ensuring the fundamental right to 
medical care, a right which is in keeping 
with the God-given dignity of every per-
son,” Bishop Dewane said. He told his fel-
low bishops that the USCCB has been in 
contact with members of Congress. Not-
ing that the USCCB sent a letter to U.S. 
senators June 1, Bishop Dewane said, “It 
called on the Senate to strip away harmful 
promises of the AHCA or start anew with 
a better bill.”

Meanwhile, the bishops’ working group 

on migrants and refugees was set to com-
plete its work by the spring assembly, but 
Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-
Houston, USCCB president, announced 
June 15 he was extending the group “rec-
ognizing the continued urgency” so many 
migration and refugee issues present.

Archbishop Jose H. Gomez of Los 
Angeles, USCCB vice president and 
the group’s chairman, and Bishop Joe S. 
Vasquez of Austin, Texas, chairman of the 
USCCB Committee on Migration, out-
lined the working group’s origins, activi-
ties and next steps on issues.

Francesco Cesareo, chairman of the Na-
tional Review Board, urged the bishops 
June 14 to continue their commitment to 
stopping clergy sexual abuse and support-
ing victims of abuse “at the forefront” of 
their ministry.

He said sexual abuse of minors by cler-
gy is “not a thing of the past” and stressed 
the bishops have to always be vigilant and 
be sure to not “let complacency set in” in 
their efforts to stop it.

At a Mass as part of a “Day of Prayer 
and Penance” June 14 at SS. Peter and Paul 
Cathedral, some 200 bishops heard Atlanta 
Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory said during 
his homily that “we can never say that we 
are sorry enough for the share that we have 
had in this tragedy of broken fidelity and 
trust” in the clergy sexual abuse crisis in 
the Catholic Church.

Cardinal DiNardo, the principal cel-
ebrant, spoke about the pope’s call at the 
liturgy’s start.

“In solidarity with our brother bishops 
around the world, we acknowledge the 
sins that have occurred and ask forgive-
ness from and healing of those who have 
suffered abuse at the hands of those who 
should have been protecting and caring for 
them,” he said.

At the end of the Mass, the bishops, in 
a sign of penance, knelt while praying a 
prayer of healing and forgiveness for the 
victims of sexual abuse in the Church.

The spiritual life of young people also 
was discussed during the opening day of 
the assembly.

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin of Newark, 
New Jersey, and Archbishop Charles J. 
Chaput of Philadelphia opened the discus-
sion with a presentation on the consulta-
tions and questions for the bishops to con-
sider in preparing for the October 2018 
Synod of Bishops on youth and vocations.

“The synod indeed comes at a critical 
time,” Cardinal Tobin said. “We know that 
there are both challenges and opportuni-
ties here in the U.S. The increased amount 
of disconnected millennials is certainly a 
concern for us, as is the decline and the de-
lay of marriage among young people. Still 
there are various positive signs to build 
upon.”

Those signs, he said, include “the high 
interest among millennials during the li-
turgical seasons of Advent and Lent” and 
“the continued importance in our minis-
tries and outreach to young people which 
have a positive effect on vocational dis-
cernment.”

“The Church in the U.S. is poised to en-
gage this conversation for and with young 
people,” he added.

The bishops were reminded June 15 
that the historic Convocation of Catholic 
Leaders was nearing by Bishop Richard J. 
Malone of Buffalo, New York, chairman 
of the bishops’ Committee on Laity, Mar-
riage, Family Life and Youth. He noted 
that it will be the largest gathering spon-
sored by U.S. bishops and will be a time to 
show the unity of the Church.

The convocation, an invitation-only 
event, is meant to give the 3,000 partici-
pants expected to attend a better under-
standing of what it means to be missionary 
disciples in today’s world through work-
shop presentations, keynote addresses and 
prayer.

In his address to the assembly Archbish-
op Christophe Pierre, apostolic nuncio to 
the U.S., called the bishops to be mission-
ary disciples through listening and foster-
ing solidarity and a culture of encounter. 
He encouraged the bishops to view current 
challenges as “a time of grace.”

“Take courage,” he said, when the “tasks 
of the new evangelization and of building 
a culture of encounter and solidarity seem 
daunting.”

He reminded the bishops of Pope Fran-
cis’ call to “go forth from our own comfort 
zone in order to reach all the peripheries in 
need of the light of the Gospel” and noted 
that many of them will be discussing this 
more at the convocation of Catholic lead-
ers in Orlando, Florida, in July.

The USCCB overwhelmingly approved 
revisions to the guidelines governing the 
celebration of sacraments for people with 
disabilities that take into account medical 
and technological developments. Passed 
180-1 June 14, the revisions in the “Guide-
lines for the Celebration of Sacraments 
with Persons with Disabilities” updates a 
document that was adopted in 1995.

The guidelines were developed as a tool 
to improve access to the sacraments by 
persons with disabilities and reduce incon-
sistencies in pastoral practice.

Archbishop 
Joseph E. Kurtz 

of Louisville, Ky., 
former president 

of the U.S.  
Conference of 

Catholic  
Bishops, speaks 
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during the  
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annual spring 
assembly in 

Indianapolis. 
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immigration to cease to exist.
However, after the vote on the committee, Car-

dinal Daniel N. DiNardo announced he would 
allow the working group to continue its efforts, 
prompting applause from the bishops.

In a news conference after the meeting session, 
Archbishop Lori said he was grateful “it was not 
a pro forma discussion, but rather an opportunity 
for bishops in a wonderfully respectful and dia-
logic way, to express their views about” religious 
liberty.

“It’s a big step to establish a standing commit-
tee,” he said. “And so no one would expect it to 
be a walk in the park.”
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Netflix Series on Teen’s 
Suicide Raises Concerns 
of Parents, Counselors

By Theresa Laurence 
Catholic News Service

The popular Netflix show “13 Reasons Why,” which por-
trays a fictional teen’s suicide and the aftermath, has sparked 
the curiosity of young people and the concern of parents and 
school counselors around the country.

Counselors from Catholic Charities of Tennessee hosted a 
panel discussion to help guide teachers and parents in talk-
ing to teens about the show, which includes graphic depic-
tions of rape and suicide.

Even though suicide is the third leading cause of death in 
the United States for young people ages 15-24, it remains a 
somewhat taboo topic, which is one allure of the show, ac-
cording to counselors.

Catholic Charities counselor Amy Sturm, who is based at 
Immaculate Conception Church in Clarksville, Tenn., en-
couraged parents to make time to watch the show with their 
children and help walk them through the issues they encoun-
ter while viewing it.

“A great time to connect with your teen is to watch it with 
them,” she said during a recent panel discussion at St. Ed-
ward School in Nashville. Then “open the door and listen” 
in a nonjudgmental way while they share their reactions, she 
advised.

Sturm, the mother of two teenage boys, said it’s impor-
tant to have face-to-face conversations about these issues 
because “so much of their interaction these days takes place 
through technology,” behind a screen, where they don’t have 
the opportunity to read facial cues and gauge physical and 
emotional responses.

Counselors recommend that parents use their discretion 
about allowing children to watch “13 Reasons Why,” but 
say that it might be unrealistic to expect that their older teens 
won’t find a way to watch the much buzzed-about show.

The show, based on the 2007 novel by Jay Asher, has been 
dominating the conversation this spring, say counselors and 
teachers.

“With this show, it seems like a lot of kids already watched 
it before it was even on the parents’ radar, so we’re play-
ing catch up,” said Lisa McGovern, a licensed clinical social 
worker, who is supervisor of counseling services for Catho-
lic Charities of Tennessee. “I would encourage parents to be 
aware of it and be part of the conversation.”

McGovern is concerned about teens binge-watching 
the show in isolation, especially those who struggle with 
self-harm, or have experienced sexual assault or suicidal 
thoughts. “It can really be a trigger for them, bringing that 
back up to the surface,” she said. If they don’t have a strong 
support network or the proper resources, “how do they man-
age those feelings?”

The Tennessee Suicide Prevention Network has offered 
resources to the community in response to “13 Reasons 
Why,” which prompted the panel at St. Edward. “While ‘13 
Reasons Why’ is far from an ideal portrayal of youth suicide, 
with the proper guidance it can serve as a tool for a deeper 
discussion about suicide, mental health, and other issues,” 
the Tennessee Suicide Prevention Network said in a state-
ment.

Catholic Charities counselors addressed some of the indi-
vidual issues with the show and how to handle them. Part of 
the problem is what the show leaves out, said McGovern. “It 
doesn’t really show the mental health issues that often lead 
to suicide.”

The series portrays several characters as having contrib-
uted to the lead character’s suicide, but in reality no one per-
son can or should be blamed for a suicide. “Mental illness 
is a factor in 90 percent of all suicides, and external fac-
tors usually cannot entirely explain why someone chooses 
to take his or her life,” according to the Tennessee Suicide 
Prevention Network.

Mental health conditions are common among teens and 
young adults. One in five live with a mental health condi-
tion, half developing the condition by age 14 and three quar-
ters by age 24, according to the National Alliance on Mental 
Illness.

McGovern emphasized that people struggling with sui-
cidal thoughts should reach out to someone they trust for 
support.

When it comes to parents and teens talking about tough 
issues like rape and suicide, “this is not one conversation,” 
McGovern said. “It should be ongoing.”

CNS/V8 FOR VOCATIONS
Father Matthew Keller, rector of Sacred Heart Cathedral in Gallup, N.M., poses June 8 with a 1969 
Pontiac Firebird Convertible that he refurbished for a raffle in support of vocations for the Diocese 
of Gallup. 

By Jose Montoya 
Catholic News Service

A priest who loves rebuilding hot rods and as-
sisting seminarians is donating a 1969 Pontiac 
Firebird Convertible that he refurbished for a 
raffle in support of vocations for the Diocese of 
Gallup in New Mexico.

This is not the first time that Father Mat-
thew Keller remodeled a hot rod. Last year, he 
fixed up a donated 1972 Chevelle and raised 
$140,000 for seminarians.

The money helped five seminarians start their 
journey to becoming priests for the Diocese of 
Gallup.

“Gallup is a really wonderful and unique dio-
cese,” Father Keller said in a phone interview 
with Catholic News Service. “We have about 
35 to 40 priests and 65 parishes plus our mis-
sions.”

Father Keller mentioned that few priests 
there have only one parish to serve. Gallup is 
the poorest diocese in the country and is in dire 
need of more seminarians.

As the former vocations director for the di-
ocese, Father Keller knows that any financial 
support is necessary for those interested in 
the seminary. In many cases, it can cost up to 
$30,000 for each seminarian to study for the 
priesthood.

The raffle of the Pontiac is set for June 17, 
and the nonprofit group www.V8forVocations.
org is handling online sales of the tickets, which 
are $25 each.

In addition to being the rector at Sacred Heart 
Cathedral, Father Keller also is vicar general 
for the Diocese of Gallup.

His passion for vehicles began early on.
“I built my first car when I was 16,” Father 

Keller said. “I was a car guy.”
After he entered the seminary, he sold his 

1964 Chevy Malibu SS, leaving his love for 
cars aside. However, his excitement for hot rods 
did not stray far.

“One of my friends, who knew I was into 
cars, we were talking and I was saying I was 
missing working on cars, he said, ‘You should 
get a car to work on with the seminarians and 
use it as a human formation project,’” Father 
Keller said. “He was thinking of a personal car 
for me or the vocations office to use. I thought 
about this and thought it was a great idea for a 
fundraiser.”

Father Keller decided to find a vehicle and 

eventually the 1972 Chevelle was donated to 
him for the project. In his position, he constant-
ly was working on human formation projects 
and used this as a way for the seminarians to 
get closer to each other.

After introducing the idea to other people, he 
began to refurbish the hot rod. It took him and 
a group of 20 core workers two years to finish 
the redesign of the vehicle. After the raffle, he 
decided to continue the fundraiser by raffling 
another vehicle.

“Before we were even done with the Chev-
elle, a second opportunity came along,” Father 
Keller said.

The opportunity was the chance to purchase 
the 1969 Pontiac Firebird. Father Keller bought 
the car in Albuquerque, New Mexico, from a 
man who was given the car after the death of 
his father.

“This car only has 79,000 original miles on 
it,” Father Keller said. “We pulled the drivetrain 
out, but the engine did not need to be rebuilt.”

Father Keller did not complete the project by 
himself.

“We had eight or 10 people who were really 
core” to the project, Father Keller told CNS. 
“Probably 30 people or more have done some-
thing on it.”

He asked for help from the Knights of Co-
lumbus throughout New Mexico for assistance 
with the panels on the vehicle. Also, Rico Mo-
tors in Gallup is giving the car a new paint job.

Even though Father Keller had several hands 
assisting on the Firebird, it still took more than 
a year to complete.

“It is kind of crazy to do a rebuild in less than 
a year,” Father Keller said. “This Firebird proj-
ect took just over a year.”

In addition to helping seminarians, the project 
also helped grow the community and offered a 
chance for evangelization.

“One of the surprise elements of the project 
was how it turned into a community bonding,” 
Father Keller said. “There was an opportunity 
for evangelization.”

Father Keller talked about a group of men 
who weren’t Catholic and how the experience 
helped them open up to faith. Many people took 
advantage of the time spent working on the hot 
rod by having their confession heard in the ga-
rage.

The raffle took place June 17. The next proj-
ect for Father Keller is focused on refurbishing 
a 1966 Mustang Convertible.

Priest’s Love of Cars Helps Raise  
Funds for Vocations in Poorest Diocese
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Spiritual Offerings
A Rosary Rally celebrating the 100th Anniver-

sary of the Fatima Apparitions is prayed the third 
Saturday of each month in the Square in Littlestown at 12 
noon. The next rally is July 15. Call Barb at 717-359-4604.

A living Rosary to commemorate the centen-
nial of the apparitions at Fatima will be prayed every 
13th day of the month at 6:30 p.m. through Oct. 13 behind St. 
Patrick Church on Marsh Drive in Carlisle, rain or shine. The 
Cumberland County Division 2 of the Ancient Order of Hiberni-
ans is hosting the monthly event. For more information, contact 
Tom Kane at 717-249-0089.

Our Lady of the Visitation Catholic Church in 
Shippensburg is celebrating the 50th anniversary of its 
dedication on July 2. Bishop Ronald Gainer will celebrate Mass 
at 11 a.m., followed by a picnic from 12-3:30 p.m. in the social 
hall. There will be a vespers service at 4 p.m. Please join us in 
prayer to commemorate this exciting milestone. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for 
children will be offered every Tuesday from 4-5 p.m. and 
Thursday from 1-4 p.m. in the Adoration Chapel at St. Joseph 
Church, Lancaster, June 13-Aug. 24. The children will be 
invited to follow Our Lady of Fatima to Jesus in honor of the 
100th anniversary of the Fatima apparitions. Catechist, Patricia 
Wang will welcome and guide children of all ages and abilities 
in Fatima prayers as we grow closer to Jesus! Songs, praise, 
stories of saints and Bible, the Rosary, Stations of the Cross, 
and the Divine Mercy Chaplet. On Thursday Aug. 3, children 
and their families are invited to join Mrs. Wang in Emmittsburg, 
Md., at the National Shrine Grotto for the annual diocesan 
Pilgrimage for Peace. .at the Grotto. Children’s Adoration in the 
St. Joseph Chapel that day will be self-guided. Contact Mrs. 
Wang at 717-396-0635 or mrswang113@gmail.com for more 
information. 

Pilgrimages and Retreats
Corpus Christi Men’s Retreat: All men in the Harris-

burg Diocese are invited by Corpus Christi Parish in Cham-
bersburg to attend the 39th Men’s Retreat. The retreat begins 
Friday, Aug. 4, and continues through Sunday afternoon, Aug. 
6. Location of the event is again Mount St. Mary’s Seminary, 
Emmitsburg, Md. Msgr. Charles Pope, pastor of Holy Comforter 
St. Cyprian Parish of Washington, D.C., is this year’s retreat 
master. Theme: “Journey to the Normal Christian Life—the life 
Jesus Christ died to give us.” Minimum age is 14, and there is 
no maximum! Hundreds of men from over 40 parishes attended 
last summer, and many of those attend annually. Fathers and 
grandfathers are encouraged to bring sons and grandsons. For 
further information, please contact Keith Smith of the Corpus 
Christi Men’s Retreat Committee by e-mail at krstbone@yahoo.
com, or leave a message at 717-263-3442.

A pilgrimage to the Holy Land with Father 
Luis Rodriguez to celebrate the national Encuentro, will 
take place Jan. 24-Feb. 2, 2018. Visit Galilee, Nazareth, Cana, 
Bethlehem, the Dead Sea, Jericho, the Wailing Wall, Jerusa-
lem, the Mount of Olives and more. Land and air from Newark, 
$2,995. For more information, contact Sylvia at Select Interna-
tional Tours at 1-800-842-4842 or sylvia@select-intl.com.

A Cursillo Weekend/Pre-Cursillo Workshop will 
be held at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg July 8 from 
10 a.m.-3:30 p.m. (Please note this is the correct loca-
tion, updated from previous announcements about 
the workshop.) Mass will begin at 10 a.m. with Father 
William Weary as celebrant. This workshop will teach you how 
to effective spread His message. Participants will learn the 
purpose of sponsoring and the responsibilities associated with 
it, and the essentials of an authentic Cursillo weekend. Optional 
boxed lunch is $6, or bring your own. Submit registration (with 
check payable to “Harrisburg Cursillo Movement” for $6 lunch, 
if applicable) with name, address and phone number to Betty 
Berry, Lay Director, 516 Wood Street, Harrisburg, PA 17109. 
For questions, e-mail registration@SchoolOfLeadersHarris-
burg.org or call 717-652-2728.

Pilgrimage to Shrines of Italy, April 10-20, 
2018 with St. Patrick Parish in Carlisle and Father 
William Forrey, pastor. Travel presentation will be held on July 
26 at the Parish Activity Center at St. Patrick Church on Marsh 
Drive. Eleven days and 15 meals are included, with transpor-
tation by bus and a tour guide. Visiting the Vatican, a Papal 
Audience, Assisi, San Giovani Rotondo, Pompeii and numer-
ous other cities. For further information or to RSVP for the Pre-
sentation Night, contact Cynthia Adams at pilgrimage2018@
gmail.com or call 717-554-8929.  

The National Shrine Grotto of Our Lady of 
Lourdes in Emmitsburg, Md., is hosting two upcoming 
pilgrimages to Europe. The first trip offers a twelve day pilgrim-
age traveling through Rome, Assisi, Genoa, Nice, Avignon, 
Carcassonne, and Lourdes from November 6-17, 2017. The 
total cost is $3,599, and the application deadline is June 25. 
The second trip offers a twelve day pilgrimage through Paris, 
Lisieux, Caen, Normandy, Bayeux, Mont St. Michel, Chartres, 
Tours, Nevers, Paray le Monial, Ars, Lyon, and Lourdes from 
March 5-16, 2018. The total cost is $3,699, and the application 
deadline is October 15. To learn more about these pilgrimages, 
visit http://www.nsgrotto.org/europe-pilgrimages.html or contact 
our Pilgrimage director, Jessica Root, at jroot@msmary.edu. 

Education & Enrichment
St. Leo the Great Parish in Rohrerstown will 

sponsor “A Summer Faith Journey – Catholicism: The Pivotal 
Players” with Bishop Robert Barron’s DVD series. Each 
session will be held on the following Wednesday evenings, 
after 7 p.m. Mass, in Rooms 3 & 4 of the church. June 28 - St. 
Thomas Aquinas, The Theologian; July 12 - St. Catherine 
of Siena, The Mystic; July 19 - Michelangelo, The Artist. No 
homework, discussion or RSVP required. Come to one or all 
of the sessions. Summer refreshments will be served. For 
more information, contact the church office at  
717-394-1742.

St. John the Baptist Parish in New Freedom 
Adult Faith Formation Program will be hosting Bible 
and faith sharing studies beginning next fall. The studies will 
include The Great Adventure Bible Timeline, Follow Me: The 
Gospel of John, Hearts Afire Parish-Based Program Retreats, 
and more. For details, consult St. John’s Parish website for 
what is currently being offered and for future updates at http://
www.sjbnf.org/for-adults. You may contact the Religious 
Education Office at 717-235-2439 for more information and to 
register.

Ever thought about the purpose of your life? 
Ever asked yourself how you can begin a bet-
ter life? Want to know why Jesus matters? Are you tired of 
fishing for answers to questions like these? Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Parish in Abbottstown is inviting those interested in 
these subjects to attend “Discovering Christ,” a 7-session 
course on the most important questions of life. The course 
offers you an opportunity to revitalize your faith, to grow or 
develop a relationship with Jesus Christ, to have fellowship in 
your faith journey and to explore the meaning of life in Jesus 
Christ. Bring family, friends and neighbors with you to hear 
the good news and to personally encounter Jesus Christ! This 
inspiring and exciting series will begin on Aug. 22 and con-
tinue until Oct. 3 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. To register or for more 
information, contact Sister Rosanne at 717-259-0611, ext. 7.

Fundraisers & Events
The Little Flower Club Seniors of St. Theresa 

Parish in New Cumberland is offering a trip to Lan-
caster for a visit to an Amish farm and dinner with the family 
on Sept. 21, 2017. Cost of $73 includes transportation, dinner 
and gratuities. RSVP deadline is August 11. For questions, 
call 717-774-6783 or 717-774-5671.

St. Joan of Arc School in Hershey is offering four 
weeks of fun-filled and educational S.T.E.M. Summer Camp 
taught by SJA teachers! Each week is themed and will incor-
porate academic domains with exciting activities. Camp is 
open to the public, located on school grounds, and runs from 
8 a.m.-4 p.m. each day. Register for one or more weeks. Cost 
is $145/week per child and includes snack. A $25 registration 
fee is required. The themed weeks are: 7/31-8/4 Animals, 8/7-
8/11 Under the Sea, 8/14-8/18 Outta This World, and 8/21-
8/25 Nature Adventure. For more information or to register, 
please see the school’s website or contact Deb Rizzotto at the 
school at drizzotto@stjoanhershey.org or 717-533-2854.

St. John the Baptist Parish in New Freedom 
will celebrate the Fortnight for Freedom - 2017 
Theme: “Freedom for Mission.” This special event, featuring 
an archival statue of Our Lady of America, will highlight the 
importance of defending religious freedom, “Our First, Most 
Cherished Liberty.” Please join us for an evening of reflec-
tion, celebration, thanksgiving, and prayer for our religious 
freedom. Evening will begin with a procession from the “Field 
of Flags” into the Historic Church on Thursday, June 29 at 7 
p.m. Contact for this event is Pattie Evans, 717-999-4025 or 
717-235-8833.

Our Mother of Perpetual Help School’s 60th 
Anniversary Alumni Reunion will be held Sept. 
16 from 6-10 p.m. in the school gym, 330 Church Avenue, 
Ephrata. This reunion is for all alumni in the classes of 1960 
to 2009. Tickets are $25 person/$40 couple. Ages 21 and over 
only! Join our Facebook page at OMPH Reunion for more 
information, or call Lauren (DePaul) Caramenico (Class of 
’94) at 717-314-1806.

St. Joseph Parish in Milton will host Re-Cre-
ation on June 25 at 7 p.m. in the parish center. Re-Creation 
provides entertainment programming for Veterans Affairs 
Medical Centers in the United States. The group of young 
people presents both religious and family-oriented music. The 
Re-Creation sacred program is structured with a sensitive pre-
sentation of an enduring faith in the Christian message. The 
public is invited to attend the concert. There is no admission 
charge, but a free-will offering will be received.

St. James Parish in Lititz will continue its Centen-
nial Concert Series on July 30 with a viola recital by Emily 
Owsinski, a member of St. James Parish who holds the 
principal chair in viola at the Indiana University Philharmonic 
and has positions with the Terra Haute, Columbus, Carmel 
and Indianapolis symphonies. The concert will be held July 30 
at 7 p.m. in the church. A free-will offering will be taken. 

The Silence of Mary Home will hold the 6th 
annual 5K, the “Mid-Summer Madness 5K and fun walk,” 
on July 22, starting at 8:30 a.m., at Bishop McDevitt High 
School in Harrisburg This year, we have a new 5K course 
(fewer loops), and a separate “Fun walk” of up to 4 laps 
around the stadium track. Registration is either by mail (down-
load the brochure from www.thesilenceofmary.org and mail or 
bring it to the event) or go to Active.com. The fee for the 5K 
is $25 until July 8, then goes to $30. The fun walk has no fee, 
just a donation of any amount. (A donation of $25 will earn a 
5K t-shirt). Contact information: Bill Egan, 717-743-0717.

Holy Spirit Knights of Columbus Council 
#10502 in Palmyra is holding a golf outing at Iron Valley 
Golf Club in Lebanon on August 26. Four-person scramble 
format with 8 a.m. shotgun start. $80 per person fee includes 
light breakfast, beverages, chicken and BBQ pork lunch, as 
well as numerous prizes. Register online at www.spiritscram-
ble.com. Contact Dane Schoenbaum 717-304-3493 or dane.
schoenbaum@gmail.com with any questions.

An international dinner, hosted by the Coun-
cil of Catholic Women of Corpus Christi Parish 
in Chambersburg, will be held July 19 at 5 p.m. at the 
Corpus Christi Parish Center. Entertainment by Diane Wilson, 
a Gospel, soul and rhythm-and-blues singer. Menu: baked 
chicken, scalloped potatoes, green beans, rolls, tea, coffee 
and punch. Bring your favorite dessert to share. Cost is $15 
for adults, $6 for children ages 5-12, and free for children 
under 5. Event benefits House of Grace and human trafficking 
awareness. Purchase tickets by July 3 at the parish center 
office or by calling Edna at 717-264-8832 or Brenda at 717-
658-8191.

Job Openings
St. Benedict the Abbot Parish in Lebanon is 

seeking a parish secretary responsible for the daily 
operation of the parish office. Requires a mature, detail-ori-
ented individual with above average keyboard skills, excellent 
organizational and interpersonal skills with the ability to under-
stand and follow instructions, as well as work independently. 
The person should be proficient in Microsoft applications, most 
especially Word, Outlook and Excel. Reports directly to the 
pastor or his designate. Bilingual Spanish (preferred)/English 
a must. You may apply at the parish office. 

Teaching Positions Available at York Catholic 
High School for a full time math teacher to teach grades 
9 through 12 and a full-time English teacher to teach grades 
7 through 12 beginning August 2017. Requirements include 
certification, Bachelor’s Degree, state and federal clear-
ances. If you or someone you know is interested in applying, 
please send resume, certification, diocesan application (found 
on the YC website at www.yorkcatholic.org), a copy of state 
and federal clearances, and letter of interest to: Katie Seufert, 
Principal, York Catholic High School, 601 East Springetts-
bury Avenue, York, PA 17403, 717-846-8871, ext. 212, or 
kseufert@yorkcatholic.org.

Omni Dining Service at Lebanon Catholic 
School is currently hiring a cafeteria worker and cafeteria 
worker substitute to serve the students attractive and nutri-
tious meals in a friendly, clean, and efficient atmosphere. The 
job provides support to the food service activities at Lebanon 
Catholic School with specific responsibilities for preparing 
and serving food items to students and/or school personnel 
and maintaining food service facilities in a safe and sanitary 
condition. No holidays, summers off. Starting wage is $8.25/
hr. Candidates should be able to obtain PA Child Abuse 
Clearances, PA State Police Criminal Background Check, and 
FBI Background checks (fingerprinting) upon hiring. This job 
reports to Food Service Manager. Contact Mike Blizzard at 
717-304-8194 or omnids@lebanoncatholicschool.org.

Bucknell University - Assistant Catholic Cam-
pus Minister – A full-time assistant to the Chaplain for the 
Catholic Community provides faith-based support, ministry, 
and programming to Bucknell Catholic students and the 
broader University community. The position will work closely 
with the CCM student-led leadership team providing advise-
ment, mentorship, and guidance. This position partners with 
the University Chaplain, Chaplain for the Jewish Community, 
and other religious professionals connected with faith groups 
on campus. This position requires evening and weekend 
availability. For more information please visit http://careers.
bucknell.edu/.

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Lancaster is 
seeking an organist and choir director. Responsi-
bilities include weekend Masses, Holy Days, special liturgies 
and services, funerals and weddings. Three–Manual Gundling 
pipe Organ. Choir responsibilities include: Sacred Heart Adult 
Choir, and Cantors. Approximately 15 hours/week. Seeking a 
person with organ/choir experience. Music degree desirable. 
Salary commensurate with experience. For a complete job 
description, call the rectory at 717-394-0757 or email  
shparish@sacredheartsch.org.

    Resurrection Catholic School in Lan-
caster is seeking a full-time Junior High level 
math and science teacher for the 2017-2018 school 
year. Candidates must hold a minimum of a Bachelor’s 
Degree and PA Instructional I teaching certificate. Please send 
a cover letter, résumé, and references to Miss Brenda Weaver 
at bweaver@resurrectioncatholicschool.net.

    Employment opportunities at York Catholic 
High School. York Catholic High School is seeking to fill 
the following teaching and staff positions for the 2017-2018 
school year: Math Teacher, English Teacher, Religion Teacher, 
part-time French Teacher, part-time Guidance Secretary, 

Qualified candidates should demonstrate an understand-
ing of the importance their position plays in all aspects of a 
student’s developmental progress.  Candidates must also be 
individuals rooted in faith, willing to support Gospel values, 
and willing to inspire students through their word and example 
to accept and live these values and teachings. Please send 
résumé, certification (not needed for Guidance Secretary), 
Diocesan application (available at www.yorkcatholic.org), a 
copy of state and federal clearances, and letter of interest to 
Katie Seufert, Principal, York Catholic High School, 601 East 
Springettsbury Avenue, York, PA 17403. 717-846-8871, ext. 
212, kseufert@yorkcatholic.org. 
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Three days of fun at Mary, Gate of Heaven 
Parish in Myerstown June 22-24. Come to MGH-
Summerfest on the grounds of Mary, Gate of Heav-
en Parish in Myerstown, 188 W. McKinley Ave., 
for the tastiest and most fun weekend of your sum-
mer. We have over 14 food booths to satisfy all your 
food cravings, and over 13 booths and activities to 
entertain the child in you, no matter what age. Bin-
go, book sale and basket raffles worth over a total 
of $2,500 of prizes available for all to enjoy. Enter-
tainment: Thursday Laredo, Friday Smokin Soles, 
and Saturday Flamin Dick and The Hot Rods. For 
more information and to stay up to date, like our 
Facebook page at Mary Gate of Heaven Summer-
fest. 

The Annual Family Picnic of Our Lady of 
Mercy Church in Catawissa (near Ideal Park) will 
be held on the church grounds on Aug. 4 from 6-11 
p.m. and Aug. 5 from 6-11 p.m. Two popular bands 
will play throughout the picnic: “Kartune” (classic 
rock band) Friday evening, and “The ‘60’s Boys” 
(with some former Mudflap members) Saturday 
evening. There will be delicious food, games, fine 
music and dancing. Everyone is invited.

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Cornwall will 
hold its Summer Festival July 6-8 from 5-10 p.m. 
Music by Spinn City DJs and QuickDraw. Pork BBQ 
dinner Thursday and fish dinner Friday, starting at 4 
p.m. Outside food and drinks and beer garden with 
6 beers and wine. Basket raffles, skill games, games 
of chance, money wheels, caricatures. Kids’ section 
with face painting, bouncy houses, and games. For 
more info, call Jeff at 717-389-0878.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish in Mount 
Carmel will hold its Annual Festival at 4th and Mar-
ket Streets on Friday June 23 from 6-11 p.m. with 
the Shoreliner’s Band, and Saturday June 24 from 
5-11 p.m. with D.J. Dennis Klock. Theme baskets 

(A listing of parish festivals and picnics will 
also be available online at www.hbgdiocese.
org. Announcements for parish festivals and 
picnics can be sent via e-mail to communica-
tions@hbgdiocese.org.) 

Parish Festivals and Picnics ~ Summer 2017
and new kids’ games. Foods include pierogis, funnel 
cakes, potato cakes, sausage hoagies, meatball hoa-
gies, hamburgers, hot dogs, barbecue, wedding soup, 
beef vegetable soup, haluski, snow cones, chicken 
fingers, French fries, pastries, sweets, and beverages. 
Bingo will be in the hall. The pre-event pierogi, pi-
geon and beef soup sale will be Friday June 23 from 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. in the hall at 41 S. Market St. In case 
of rain out, the food will be sold in the hall on Sun-
day June 25 from 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

Prince of Peace Parish in Steelton will hold its 
picnic July 9 from noon-8 p.m. at Emerick Cibort 
Park in Bressler. Our menu consists of lamb, pork, 
cabbage and noodles, sarma (pig in the blanket), hot 
dogs, barbecue, French fries and ice cream as well 
as assorted beverages plus lots more. Entertainment 
for you listening or dancing pleasure, raffle tickets, 
basket raffle and pull tab instant tickets will be avail-
able. Come and enjoy the day with family, friends, 
parishioners and renew friendships from years past. 
For information, contact the Prince of Peace Parish 
Picnic Committee at 717-985-1330 pop.parish@
comcast.net.

St. Cecilia Parish in Lebanon will hold its festi-
val July 13-15 at 750 State Drive. Festivities begin 
with dinners at 4 p.m., with spaghetti on Thursday, 
fish on Friday, and roast beef on Saturday, all in 
air-conditioned comfort. Baked goods sale and flea 
market also begin at 4 p.m. Food court opens at ap-
proximately 5-5:30 p.m., and games of chance, kids’ 
entertainment, train ride and bounce rides start at 6 
p.m. Dinners conclude at 7 p.m. in time for bingo 
inside, and the bands start outside. Thursday night 
is DJ Jim Payne, Friday is Swisher and the Sweets, 
Saturday is Firestorm.

Holy Angels Parish in Kulpmont will hold its 
picnic Aug. 4 and 5. Games, basket bonanza, bake 
sale, yard sale. Entertainment by “Memory Lane” on 
Friday from 7-11 p.m., and by “The Shoreliners” on 
Saturday from 7-11 p.m. Fireworks display Saturday 
at 10 p.m. $3,000 in cash prizes! Fantastic menu.

St. Patrick Parish in Trevorton will hold its 20th 
Annual Parish Festival Aug. 11 and 12 from 5-10 
p.m. each evening on the grounds behind the church. 
The theme for this year’s festival is “Who is in the 

Garden?” Come join us for free, live entertainment 
nightly, delicious ethnic foods, games for all ages, 
cash raffle and spectacular theme baskets. 

The good ole fashion Conewago Picnic will be 
held July 15 from 11 a.m.-9 p.m. at 3113 Centennial 
Rd., Hanover. Carry-outs for our famous homemade 
chicken corn soup, which is made in kettles over a 
fire, begin at 9 a.m. Bake Sale begins at 9 a.m. and 
lasts until the homemade goodies are sold out. Our 
family-style chicken dinner begins at 3 p.m. There 
will be kids’ games, small games of chance, Bingo, 
raffles, hamburgers, hot dogs, soda, funnel cake 
and live entertainment by the “Gann Family Band.” 
Come out for a day of fun, food and fellowship! 

St. Joseph Parish in Berwick will hold its Italian 
Festival Aug. 4-6 on the parish grounds. Friday and 
Saturday from 4-9 p.m., and Sunday from noon-4 
p.m. Porkette, fireballs, meatballs, sausage, haluski, 
chicken parmesan, eggplant parmesan, potato pan-
cakes, chicken fingers, French fries, hamburgers, 
hot dogs, funnel fries, deep fried pierogi, deep fried 
ravioli, pizza, wedding soup, baked goods and ice 
cream. Fried dough available Friday and Saturday 
only. Adult beverage pavilion, pasta dinner Sunday, 
money raffle, basket raffle, kids’ games, and games 
of chance. Entertainment by “The Shoreliners” Fri-
day, “The Legends” Saturday, and “Polka Punch” 
Sunday. No pets permitted.

Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary Par-
ish in Middletown will hold its 15th annual com-
munity festival July 6-8 from 6-10 p.m. at 360 East 
Water Street. Games for kids and adults, car show 
Thursday from 5-8 p.m., Bingo, flea market, basket 
raffle, cash raffle. Food includes hamburgers, French 
fries, hot dogs, sausage, chicken fingers, funnel 
cakes, milk shakes, ice cream, fried Oreos. Home-
made dinners served in the cafeteria from 5-8 p.m. 
include pierogi, halushki, halupki, stuffed shells, 
spaghetti and meatballs, chicken parmesan, cheese- 
steak, meatball subs, fish and pulled pork BBQ, all 
with sides and desserts. The CCW will have a baked 
goods table in the school lobby. Entertainment by DJ 
Joe Trojcak on Thursday, Rita Angelucci from Class 
Act on Friday, and “Fresh Ayre” on Saturday.

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

Mason’s Island splits the sluggishly 
flowing Potomac River between Lees-
burg, Va., and Frederick, Md. Today, the 
heavily wooded island offers a safe ha-
ven for fishermen and their canoes which 
patrol about these deep river waters 
searching for that elusive monster fish. 

In September 1861, the Civil War had 
just begun in earnest, and northern Vir-
ginia was teeming with mounted patrols 
on both sides. The Union forces were 
camped along the banks of the Potomac, 
trying to keep a toehold in the Old Do-
minion State, while Confederates were 
looking to push any Yankees back across 
the river. 

On September 3, Private Michael 
Madden of the 42nd New York – The 
Tammany Regiment – so named after 
the Democratic Party’s powerful politi-
cal machine in New York City – daringly 
rescued a wounded comrade and swam 
more than a half mile across the river to 
the safety the island provided. For his 
heroics, he received the Medal of Honor 
award in 1898, nearly 40 years after sav-
ing his wounded friend who had been 
struck by a Rebel bullet. 

After the war, Mr. Madden worked in 
the railroad business and settled in Har-
risburg, living a long life until 1920, 
when the Irish immigrant died and was 

buried in Mount Calvary Catholic Cem-
etery located just off 13th Street.

The Michael Collins Division 1 Chap-
ter of the Ancient Order of Hibernians 
has been caring for the gravesite, which 
has unfortunately been the scene of van-

dalism in the past. The headstone has 
been bowled over, but not neglected any-
more, thanks to the men of the Ancient 
Order – the oldest and largest Irish de-
scent Catholic organization in America, 
formed 1836.  

Ancient Order of Hibernians Pays Respect  
to Civil War Hero in Harrisburg

On June 3, the chapter, based in Cum-
berland County, performed an early 
morning clean-up and short prayer ser-
vice to honor their fellow Irishman who 
was a hero in the American Civil War 
more than 155 years ago.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Michael Edmiston, right, leads his fellow members of the Ancient Order of Hibernians in prayer at the gravesite of Private 
Michael Madden at Mount Calvary Cemetery in Harrisburg on June 3.
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By Jen Reed
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The faith-based artwork of diocesan 
school students was on exhibit in the 
Archives’ display cases at the Cardinal 
Keeler Center in Harrisburg this spring 
as the Diocesan Department of Religious 
Education hosted the fifth annual art con-
test for students to highlight their God-
given artistic talents.

Awards were presented to the top-three 
artists in a senior division for students in 
grades 10-12 and in a junior division for 
those in grades 7-9. Judges also awarded 
ten honorable mention ribbons.

A total of 41 students representing 12 
schools participated in the contest this 
year.

First Place, Senior Division: Emmie 
Brommer, a junior at Lancaster Catholic 
High School. She created a water color 
and acrylic representation of the Corporal 
Works of Mercy, fashioning seven tiles 
to illustrate each work, and how we are 
called to live them out.

Second Place, Senior Division: Patrick 
Aten, a junior at Lancaster Catholic High 
School. His ceramic plate, “The Trinity,” 
illustrates God, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit – three images in one piece.

Third Place, Senior Division: Reilly 
Johnson, a senior at Trinity High School 
in Camp Hill, for the production of the 
“Tree of Life.” 

First Place, Junior Division: “Jesus 
has Risen,” by John Nguyen, an eighth-
grader at Holy Name of Jesus School in 
Harrisburg.

Second Place, Junior Division: “Tree 
of Faith,” by Aviana Abbas, a seventh-
grader at St. Joseph School in Mechanic-
sburg.

Third Place, Junior Division: “St. 
Dymphna,” by Jillian Wnek, an eighth-
grader at St. Leo the Great School in 
Rohrerstown. Jillian used tin to illus-
trate her Confirmation saint, with lilies 

Art Show Exhibits Students’ Talents

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Three of the six winners in this year’s Diocesan Art Contest display their pieces. From left are Emmie Brommer and Patrick 
Aten of Lancaster Catholic High School, first and second place, respectively, in the Senior Division, and Jillian Wnek of St. 
Leo the Great School in Rohrerstown, third place in the Junior Divion.

Left: A panel of  
Emmie Brommer’s 
piece on the Corporal 
Works of Mercy  
illustrates the work of 
visiting the prisoner.

Below: Jillian Wnek’s 
tin creation illustrates 
the symbols of her  
Confirmation saint,  
St. Dymphna,  
including a crown  
and lilies.

representing the saint known as the “Lily 
of Fire,” and a crown to represent her 
martyrdom. 

Honorable Mention:
Hanna Salus, St. Joseph School,  

Mechanicsburg
Rowan Fieldhouse, York Catholic High 

School
Elizabeth Detz, St. Leo the Great 

School, Rohrerstown

Eduardo Ruud, Holy Name of Jesus 
School, Harrisburg

Kathleen Chroniger, Delone Catholic 
High School,  
McSherrystown

Kurt Baughman, Bishop  
McDevitt High School, Harrisburg

Kathryn Ulsh, Trinity High School, 
Camp Hill

Elizabeth Zonarich, Trinity High 
School, Camp Hill

Claire Laux, York Catholic High School
Chaundy Titus, Lancaster  

Catholic High School

 SUNDAY, JULY 16TH AT 9:00 A.M.  
 FEAST OF OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL 
 SOLEMN PONTIFICAL MASS OFFERED BY  

HIS EXCELLENCY, MOST REV. W. WALTERSHEID, D.D., S.T.L. 

Carmel of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
430 Monastery Rd  Elysburg, PA  17824 

 JULY 8TH - 15TH  AT 5:00 P.M.   
 PREACHED NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL  

 THE HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS   
 OFFERED BY REV. PHILIP WOLFE, FSSP  

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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