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Participants in this year’s Quo Vadis Days discernment retreat gather at the mini grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md., for 
a nighttime candlelight procession and Rosary June 27. The annual retreat, hosted by the Diocese of Harrisburg, offers young men time to interact with priests and 
seminarians, learn about prayer and discernment, and enjoy recreation and camaraderie as they consider God’s call in their lives. See pages 8 and 9.

Illuminating Discernment

By Josephine von Dohlen
Catholic News Service

Religious liberty won 
June 26 when the 

U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
that states cannot dis-
criminate against religious 
institutions in the distri-
bution of state funds for 
nonreligious activities.

The high court, in a 7-2 
ruling in Trinity Lutheran 
Church v. Comer, sided 
with the school. Justices 
Sonia Sotomayor and Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg dissented.

Archbishop William E. 
Lori of Baltimore, chair-
man of the U.S. bishops’ 
Committee for Religious 
Liberty, said the decision 
was a “landmark victory 
for religious freedom.”

“The Supreme Court 
rightly recognized that 
people of faith should not be 
discriminated against when 
it comes to government pro-
grams that should be made 
available to all,” Archbishop 
Lori said in a statement.

The Supreme Court 
reversed what the 8th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals 

CNS/TYLER ORSBURN 
The U.S. Supreme Court in Washington is seen June 7. 

A Victory for  
Religious Freedom

More SCOTUS, page 5

By Tara Connolly
Special to The Witness

After being born, raised, 
educated and ordained a priest 
in the Diocese of Allentown, 
Msgr. Alfred Schlert will take 
over the reins of the five-coun-
ty diocese in August.

The Holy Father announced 
June 27 that the former dioc-
esan vicar general and current 
diocesan administrator will 
become the fifth bishop of the 
diocese he has served for 30 
years.

“This appointment elicits in me a great realization of 
my own inadequacies, but with equally great gratitude to 
almighty God for the grace and the strength that he gives. 
I will do my best to fulfill the responsibilities that the 

Msgr. Schlert Appointed 
Bishop of Allentown

 Msgr. Alfred A. Schlert

More MSGR.SCHLERT, page 3
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By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service

Cardinals are not called to be “princes” of the Church, but 
to serve the people of God and tackle the sins of the world, 
Pope Francis told five new cardinals.

Jesus “calls you to serve like him and with him, to serve 
the father and your brothers and sisters,” the pope said as he 
created five new cardinals from five nations June 28.

The new cardinals created during the prayer service in St. 
Peter’s Basilica were: 

• Cardinal Jean Zerbo of Bamako, Mali, 73
• Cardinal Juan Jose Omella of Barcelona, Spain, 71
• Cardinal Anders Arborelius of Stockholm, 67
• Cardinal Louis-Marie Ling Mangkhanekhoun, apostolic 

vicar of Pakse, Laos, 73
• Cardinal Gregorio Rosa Chavez, 74, auxiliary bishop of 

San Salvador, El Salvador
After reciting the Creed and taking an oath of fidelity to 

Pope Francis and his successors, each cardinal – in his new 
red robes – went up to Pope Francis and knelt before him. 
The pope gave them each a cardinal’s ring, a red skullcap 
and a red three-cornered red hat. The crimson hue the car-
dinals wear is a reminder that they must be courageous and 
faithful to Christ, hi Church and the pope to the point of 
shedding blood, if necessary.

They also received a scroll attesting to their appoint-
ment as cardinals and containing the name of their “titular 
church” in Rome. The assignment of a church is a sign they 
now are members of the clergy of the pope’s diocese.

After the consistory, Pope Francis and the new cardinals 
were scheduled to visit retired Pope Benedict XVI in the 
Mater Ecclesiae Monastery, his residence in the Vatican gar-
dens. 

The Gospel reading at the consistory was St. Mark’s ac-
count of James’ and John’s pride and ambition to have a po-
sition of power and be honored, and how the other disciples 
reacted with angry jealousy (Mk 10:32-45).

Jesus corrects his disciples, explaining that pagan leaders 
are the ones who lord their authority over their people, and 
“it shall not be so among you.” The pope said the cardinals, 
as leaders like Christ, are there to be slaves and serve others.

The Gospel reading, he said, shows how Jesus asked his 
disciples to “look at reality, not let yourselves be distracted 
by other interests or prospects.”

The reality is always the cross, he said, and the sins the 
cardinals must face today include: “the innocent who suf-
fer and die as victims of war and terrorism; the forms of 
enslavement that continue to violate human dignity even in 
the age of human rights; the refugee camps, which at times 
seem more like a hell than a purgatory; the systematic dis-
carding of all that is no longer useful, people included.”

Jesus “has not called you to become ‘princes’ of the 
Church, to ‘sit at his right or at his left,’” the pope told the 
new cardinals. “He calls you to serve like him and with 
him.”

‘Jesus Has Not Called you to Become  
Princes,’ Pope Tells New Cardinals

CNS/PAUL HARING
New Cardinals look on as Pope Francis leads a consistory in St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican June 28.  
Pictured are Cardinals Jean Zerbo of Bamako, Mali; Juan Jose Omella of Barcelona, Spain; Anders  
Arborelius of Stockholm; Louis-Marie Ling Mangkhanekhoun of Pakse, Laos; and Gregorio Rosa Chavez of San  
Salvador, El Salvador. 

Cardinal Arborelius told Catholic News Service that about 
450 people from Sweden had planned to travel to Rome for 
the consistory, including the leaders of the Lutheran, Syr-
ian Orthodox and Baptist churches in Sweden. The Catholic 
contingent included a large group of Chaldean Catholics 

who emigrated from Iraq to Sweden. But, he said, there also 
was a big group of Salvadorans living in Sweden who were 
traveling to Rome to celebrate the red hat of Cardinal Rosa 
Chavez.

The Salvadoran auxiliary bishop was a friend of and men-
tored by Blessed Oscar Romero, who was assassinated in 
1980. The new cardinal’s loyalty to the memory of Blessed 
Romero and to the memory of his country’s sufferings is 
reflected in his coat of arms, which features a sprig of rose-
mary because in Spanish “Romero” also means rosemary, a 
palm frond as a symbol of the Salvadoran Church’s perse-
cution and martyrdom, and a hand grabbing another hand, a 
symbol of the church’s option for the poor. 

When Cardinal Omella was asked how his life would 
change as a cardinal, he told reporters, “I think the tree is 
already fully grown. I will hardly change, I will be the same 
person.”

“I don’t see the cardinalate as major upgrade, of impor-
tance or climbing up to some honorable position,” he said. 
“What is asked of me now is a greater service to the Church, 
but in the way taught by Pope Francis, who goes to wash the 
feet of prisoners.”

Serving the people of God and society, Spain’s new car-
dinal said, “demands dying to one’s self; it is difficult to be 
available every day, but it must be done with generosity.”

Cardinal Ling experienced persecution first hand. After 
Laos became a communist nation, he set off – without gov-
ernment permission – to preach the Gospel in small villages 
and in prisons, according to his Vatican biography. He was 
arrested in 1984 and accused of “making propaganda for 
Jesus.”

The new cardinal was imprisoned for three years, “with 
chains on my arms and my legs,” he said. 

But being a prisoner was “an apostolate,” he said. “My 
presence [in prison] was necessary for my conversion and 
purification and also for that of others.”

At the end of the consistory, the College of Cardinals had 
225 members, 121 of whom are under the age of 80 and 
eligible to vote in a conclave to elect a pope.
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Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

• July 9 – Celebrant and Homilist for the Mass for couples celebrating their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary, Church of the Good Shepherd, Camp Hill, 2 p.m.

• July 10 – Celebrant and Homilist for Mass at the St. Pauline Visintainer 
Center, Kulpmont, 6 p.m.

• July 18-19 – Pennsylvania Catholic Conference Administrative Board 
Meeting, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

• July 20 – Seminarian Family Picnic, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 5 p.m.
• July 27-30 – Women’s Cursillo Retreat, St. Pius X Parish, Selinsgrove.

Holy Spirit through the Holy Father has 
placed upon me,” said Bishop-elect Schlert 
after beginning the news conference with 
a prayer.

Bishop-elect Schlert is the first priest of 
the diocese to be appointed to serve as its 
bishop. He has been serving as the dioc-
esan administrator since his election Feb. 
1 by the Diocesan College of Consultors 
after his predecessor Bishop John Barres 
was installed Jan. 31 as bishop of Rockville 
Centre, New York.

During a press conference at the Cathe-
dral of St. Catharine of Siena, Allentown 
Bishop-elect Schlert received a stand-
ing ovation from the media, the faithful, 
his parents, diocesan staff, fellow priests, 
women religious and Bishop Emeritus of 
Allentown Edward Cullen.

“In just a few weeks, it will be 30 years 
since I was ordained a priest in the cathe-
dral church above us. Now I stand before 
you as the priest appointed by His Holiness, 
Pope Francis to serve as the fifth bishop of 
Allentown,” said Bishop-elect Schlert.

Acknowledging the presence of his par-
ents, Alfred and Marylou (DeRose) Schlert, 
Bishop-elect Schlert expressed gratitude to 
God for their longevity and their desire to 
instill the faith in him.

“It’s not often that a bishop-elect gets 
to still have his parents at this point in his 
life…. They’ve been a great example of 
faithfulness in a vocation because this year 
they celebrate their 67th year of marriage,” 
he said.

Msgr. Schlert
Continued from 1

The Witness Returns August 4
The Catholic Witness its taking its summer publication hiatus 

and will resume bi-weekly publication with the August 4 edi-
tion. 

Stay in touch with news from the diocese digitally:
On the web: www.hbgdiocese.org

On Facebook: www.facebook.com/DioceseofHarrisburg
On Twitter: www.twitter.com/HBGDiocese

Have you signed up yet to receive The Catholic Witness 
electronically? Through a free service, you can receive the 
paper via e-mail with a direct link to each edition as it is pub-
lished. 

Sign up for the e-mail service by logging on to the diocesan 
Web site at www.hbgdiocese.org. Follow the News/Events tab 
to The Catholic Witness page and click on “Sign Up for Our E-
mail” at the bottom of our page. Once you complete the form, 
you’ll be added to our e-mail list. 

Registration with the e-mail service will not automatically 
cancel your mailed subscription. If you prefer to receive the 
online version instead of a copy in the mail, contact our Cir-
culation Coordinator, Susan Huntsberger, at shuntsberger@ 
hbgdiocese.org or 717-657-4804, ext. 201, or send an e-mail to 
us at witness@hbgdiocese.org. 

As always, if you’d like to promote an upcoming event, share 
stories of interest or otherwise get in touch with us, send an 
e-mail to witness@hbgdiocese.org or call 717-657-4804. Our 
publication dates and submission guidelines for 2017 can be 
accessed on The Catholic Witness’ page at www.hbgdiocese.
org or e-mailed upon request.

Enjoy a safe and blessed summer, and look for our next edi-
tion on August 4. 

By A.B. Hill
Special to the Witness

Two new faces have joined the staff of the Penn-
sylvania Catholic Conference (PCC), the public af-
fairs agency of the ten Catholic dioceses in Penn-
sylvania based in the state capital, Harrisburg. 

Eric Failing is director of social concerns and 
Stephany Dugan is director of outreach.

The PCC’s mission is to formulate positions on 
public policy issues that affect the Church as an 
institution, but also on issues of morality, health, 
welfare, human rights, education and the common 
good. The PCC officially represents the Church 
before state government and works in cooperation 
with the United States Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops (USCCB) on federal issues. The PCC also aims 
to foster a public understanding of the Church’s 
teaching and concern about all of these issues.

Mr. Failing represents the Church’s concern 
about pro-life, social justice, and family-life issues 
and helps diocesan Catholic Charities agencies by 
monitoring legislation and regulations that affect 
them and the services they offer. He lobbies the 
state legislature on behalf of low-income and other 
needy population groups.

Ms. Dugan manages the Catholic Advocacy Net-
work and the PCC’s website and social media. Her 

PA Catholic Conference  
Welcomes Two New Staff

work helps to arm Catholics with the truth and au-
thentic Church teaching behind today’s public poli-
cy issues so they can be effective advocates for the 
Gospel in the public square.

Learn about the latest issues and take action 
through the Catholic Advocacy Network at www.
pacatholic.org.

(The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference is the 
public affairs agency of Pennsylvania’s Catholic 
bishops and the Catholic dioceses of Pennsylva-
nia. Stay up-to-date with Catholic news and is-
sues at www.pacatholic.org, www.facebook.com/ 
pacatholic, and www.twitter.com/pacatholic.)

He also thanked Bishop Cullen for his 
presence and their 20 years of friendship.

He then described his pride in being 
a member of the diocesan clergy and is 
looking forward to collaborating with his 
brother priests as they continue to serve 
the people of Berks, Carbon, Lehigh, 
Northampton and Schuylkill counties. 

“Everything I know about being a priest, 
I know from the fine examples of faithful 
men who have served and are still serving 
the Diocese of Allentown,” said Bishop-
elect Schlert.

While serving the diocese in his new 
role, he said he will strive each day to ful-
fill a mission statement of faith he penned 
as a pastor – “A Roman Catholic family of 
faith, centered in the Holy Eucharist, faith-
ful to the Church’s teachings, bringing the 
light of Christ to each other and to our com-
munity.”

After his ordination and installation as 
bishop of Allentown, Bishop-elect Schlert 
plans to follow in the courageous footsteps 
of his predecessors to strengthen the local 
Church and foster vocations.

“Fostering a culture of vocations is the 
work of every parishioner, teacher, cat-
echist and coach throughout the diocese,” 
he said.

According to Bishop-elect Schlert, ef-
forts will continue to find new ways to 
enhance outreach to the poor and margin-
alized of all faiths, and Catholics disinter-
ested in the life of the Church or disheart-
ened by past hurts.

He then sent a message to youth and 
young adults, and stressed that they have a 
very special place in the Church.

“We need your enthusiasm, your honesty 
and your witness to Christ to prepare our 

diocese for the future. Your youthfulness 
and hope make you already willing to em-
brace a life of holiness and authentic living 
that only the church can offer,” he said.

The diocese has been in a time of “sede 
vacante” since January when Bishop Barres 
was installed as bishop of Rockville Cen-
tre, New York. Since February, faithful at 
all parishes in the diocese have been pray-
ing for the designation of a new bishop.

“Their prayer asked that our Lord would 
send us ‘a courageous, faithful and humble 
servant.’ For reasons unknown, the Holy 
Spirit has chosen me for this task at this 
moment in time. I entrust my future epis-
copal ministry to the motherly care of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, mother of the church, 
and our diocesan patroness,” said Bishop-
elect Schlert.

“I request and rely upon your prayers 
that I might accomplish Jesus’ command to 
‘feed my sheep.”’ 

Getting the Call
Bishop-elect Schlert’s mother, Marylou 

Schlert, said she and her husband were 
in awe after their son drove to the family 
home to share the news that Pope Francis 
designated him as the new bishop of Al-
lentown.

“By the look on his face – we knew 
something was up. Then he said, ‘I got the 
call.’ I can’t even begin to describe the feel-
ings of happiness and joy that we felt and 
still feel,” she said.

As a young child, his mother recalled 
him as a compassionate boy who cared 
deeply about others. During his high school 
years, she said, his compassion and kind-
heartedness were so evident that she won-
dered if the priesthood was in his future.

“We talked about college and then he 
told me he wanted to be a priest before I 
could even bring it up,” said Marylou.

“We weren’t surprised. We were happy 
and we didn’t give him an argument,” she 
said.

Throughout his ministries and positions 
serving the diocese, his mother said, her 
son continued to exude compassion and 
concern toward others.

“He is a wonderful priest, but he is also 
a wonderful son to us. He takes care of us 
and is so humble,” she said.

The couple rose early the day of the 
announcement to surprise Bishop-elect 
Schlert at the morning Mass he was cel-
ebrating at St. Theresa of the Child Jesus, 
Hellertown.

“We wanted to be with him and give 
humble thanks to God. But the smiles and 
feelings of excitement won’t leave us. We 

are trying to be humble but sometimes you 
just can’t,” said Marylou.

Diocesan Roots and  
Priestly Assignments

Bishop-elect Schlert was born in Easton 
July 24, 1961, just six months after the Di-
ocese of Allentown was formed from part 
of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. He has 
an older brother, Ted.

He was educated at St. Jane Frances 
de Chantal School and Notre Dame High 
School (NDHS), both in Easton. He pre-
pared for the priesthood at St. Charles 
Borromeo Seminary, Philadelphia and the 
Pontifical Roman Seminary and St. John 
Lateran University, Rome. 

He was ordained a priest Sept. 19, 1987 
at the Cathedral of St. Catherine of Siena, 
Allentown by Bishop Thomas Welsh, sec-
ond bishop of Allentown.

Bishop-elect Schlert served as assistant 
pastor of St. Francis of Assisi, Allentown; 
professor at his alma mater NDHS; and 
Catholic chaplain at Lehigh University, 
Bethlehem.

During his years at NDHS, he resided 
at St. Anthony of Padua and St. Bernard, 
Easton, and Sacred Heart of Jesus, Bath. 
He completed graduate work at Pontifical 
North American College and Pontifical 
Lateran University, and received a licenti-
ate in canon law degree from the Pontifical 
Lateran University in 1992.

Bishop-elect Schlert was named vice 
chancellor and secretary to Bishop Welsh 
in 1997 before being named diocesan vicar 
general by Bishop Cullen in 1998. As vicar 
general he has overseen coordination of all 
administrative offices of the diocese, and 
assisted Bishop Cullen and Bishop Barres 
in the governance of the diocese. 

Pope St. John Paul II named him a Chap-
lain to His Holiness with the title of “Mon-
signor” in 1999. Pope Benedict XVI named 
him a Prelate of Honor, the second-highest 
rank of “Monsignor” in 2005.

From 1998 to 2008 he was in residence 
at the cathedral.

While still serving as vicar general he 
was pastor of St. Theresa, Hellertown from 
July 2008 until February 2010, when he 
resumed full-time service as vicar general 
with residence at St. Theresa.

Bishop-elect Schlert will be ordained to 
the Office of Bishop and installed as the 
fifth bishop of Allentown Thursday, Aug. 
31 at the cathedral.

(This article originally appeared in the 
A.D. Times, the Newspaper of the Diocese 
of Allentown, and is reprinted here with 
permission.) 

Eric Failing and Stephany Dugan
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Forgiving Others  
as God Forgives Us

By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

Every once in a while, as I begin to write an article, I stare at the blinking cursor 
on the page and declare to myself, “I got nothing!” With that, I usually save the 
document and then close it. After all, one can never force a story 
that is to be shared before it has been lived. Completely exasper-
ated over the situation, I usually decide to try it again on another 
day. Other times, for other articles, I have 
to “live” with an idea for a few days until 
a story surfaces, either from my memory 
or from a lived experience.  

As I began the part of the Lord’s Prayer, 
“Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us,” I experi-
enced the first scenario described above. 
After several days of chewing on an idea 
for this article, I still didn’t have anything! As I was walking 
through the lobby in the Cardinal Keeler Center, I watched as my feet pounded the 
tile floor and I whispered, “I need an angle! Can You help me out here?” As I voiced 
that prayer, I perused the “free cart” of books in the lobby.  

Scanning the titles, I came across a book by Scott Hahn, Understanding the Our 
Father; Biblical Reflections on the Lord’s Prayer.”1 I thought, “I wonder what he 
has to say about this part of the Our Father?” As I flipped to the chapter that dealt 
with this part of the prayer and began to skim the pages, I was not disappointed; I 
got something!

Scott Hahn goes on to explain that we should not think of each part of the Lord’s 
Prayer “as it were thematically separate from the others.” In other words, “Give us 
this day our daily bread” is intricately linked to forgiveness and our ability to for-
give others as God forgives us. 

How so?
Hahn goes on to explain, “The Mass is a sacrifice, and so the ‘daily bread’ is 

a daily offering for sin, like those prefigured in the Temple of ancient Israel. St. 
Justin Martyr spelled this out clearly, around A.D. 150, in language that echoes the 
Lord’s Prayer. Israel’s offering of fine flour, he wrote, ‘which was prescribed to be 
presented on behalf of those purified from leprosy, was a type of bread of the Eu-
charist, the celebration of which our Lord Jesus Christ prescribed, in remembrance 
of the suffering which He endured on behalf of those who are purified in soul from 
all iniquity, in order that we may at the same time thank God … for delivering us 
from the evil.’”

Delivery from evil and forgiveness of sin are actions that only God can do. Over 
and over again, we see the contemporaries of Jesus confronting him in his claim 
that he could forgive sins. By praying, “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us,” Jesus is asking us to begin to live the life that we 
have been made to live; being in the image of God, forgiving like he does! This 
type of forgiveness is only accomplished by loving the individual with one’s entire 
being. Loving like God is only completed through personally living the Eucharistic 
mystery.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church says it this way (2844-2845, 1327): “For-
giveness is a high point of Christian prayer; only hearts attuned to God’s compas-
sion can receive the gift of prayer. Forgiveness also bears witness that, in our world, 
love is stronger than sin. … Forgiveness is fundamental condition of the reconcilia-
tion of the children of God with their Father and of men with one another. … There 
is no limit or measure to his essentially divine forgiveness. … This is lived out in 
prayer, above all in the Eucharist. … In brief, the Eucharist is the sum and summary 
of our faith: ‘Our way of thinking is attuned to the Eucharist, and the Eucharist in 
turn confirms our way of thinking.’”

Bottom line: In order to forgive others as God forgives us, we must accept the 
grace that He willingly offers. We must accept the grace that flows to us from the 
Eucharist. It seems that I do indeed have something after all! 

1Hahn, Scott. Understanding “Our Father”: Biblical Reflections on the Lord’s 
Prayer. Steubenville, OH: Emmaus Road Pub., 2002. Pgs. 49-53.

(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network Coordi-
nator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for Wives in the 
Diaconate Program. An educator for 29 years, she is responsible for Professional 
Development Programs for every age learner. Through her presentations, she chal-
lenges her audiences to be the individual God has called them to be.)

Thoughts
from a Catholic  

Evangelist
Sister Geralyn 
Schmidt, SCC

Ah, Summer!
By Jim Gontis

Special to The Witness

When you were a child, did you live for summer? I did. Baseball games, cook-
outs, family weddings where there were many relatives as well as holupki, polka 
bands, and all the soda pop one could drink. Summer was time 
for more daylight, evening swims in the creeks and lakes, hazy 
sunsets over the rolling hills and mountains, staying up a little 
later, getting up a little later. That’s liv-
ing!   

My brother Steve and I wore out base-
lines running in our thickly-grassed 
backyard in western Pennsylvania. We 
used our red brick back porch as our 
backstop and one of us would fire tennis 
ball after tennis ball as the other would 
use a wooden bat to try to knock the ball 
into the apple orchard for a home run or at least a line drive 
toward the vegetable garden for a double. Usually, we’d begin this ritual after 
a morning bowl of cereal and wouldn’t end until the lightning bugs came out…
breaking only for bologna sandwiches and maybe a peach or plum for lunch and 
again for one of Mom’s tasty casserole dinners. When Dad got home from work, 
he’d sometimes pitch us batting practice. He’d coach us to snap our wrists to pull 
line drives down the line as he’d puff the sweet smoke from his pipe. When one 
of our Little League games would rain out, we’d sometimes cry with disappoint-
ment. Now the wheel has turned, and it’s time to play catch and pitch batting 
practice to our kids.

There were small streams with their headwaters in the Laurel Highlands that 
Dad and I would wade through in our beaten up tennis shoes and blue jeans, try-
ing to float a dry fly past the nose of some unsuspecting native brook trout, hop-
ing for one of those red bellied, speckled brookies to rise from a hole or a riffle 
in those cold streams to smash our Royal Wulf. Most casts were unsuccessful, 
but just enough met their intended target to keep us coming back. Even as a kid, 
I remember enjoying the beauty of the maples, oaks, and hemlocks forming a 
canopy over the stream, the sun’s rays peeking through, enjoying spending time 
on the stream with Dad.

Once in a while, we’d make the trek to Idlewild Park and ride the old, rickety 
wooden roller coaster through the huge pines and the little train along Loyalhanna 
Creek, and taste the deliciousness of red and blue cotton candy melting in our 
mouths.  

Sometimes at home, Mom would prepare a picnic lunch for the five of us, my 
three older sisters, Lynn, Lisa, and Kathy, my brother Steve, and me, which we’d 
eat under the walnut tree in the backyard.

Once a summer, we’d make the trek to Pittsburgh for a Pirates game, driv-
ing along the turnpike, eventually passing the familiar Pittsburgh steel mills and 
onion-domed churches, growing in anticipation until reaching the prized destina-
tion: the bright green turf of Three Rivers Stadium. There, we’d take in a game 
between our Buccos, led by Willie Stargell, as they’d do battle with the Big Red 
Machine, or the Cardinals, or the big bad Phillies led by the likes of Mike Schmidt 
and Greg “The Bull” Luzinski.

About once a summer, Uncle Dave and Aunt Patty came over with their seven 
kids. We’d eat hamburgers and hot dogs, followed by a hotly contested game of 
tag as we cousins ran recklessly around our unfinished basement to shrieks of 
“You’re it!” Sometimes we’d top it off by roasting marshmallows.

Occasionally, Dad would drive us over the mountain in our yellow Comet sta-
tion wagon to Grandma and Grandpa’s. We’d watch the ABC Friday Night Movie 
– there were only three channels then – while our grandparents would get out 
the peanut M&Ms. Then in the morning, we’d smell the sweet scent of the early 
morning dew laying thick on the grass through the open windows of the upstairs 
loft where we’d slept.

We had the good fortune of having our other set of grandparents living next 
door. Grandpa Laesch and I would play checkers in the living room or plastic 
horseshoes in their backyard. Occasionally, I’d even win, but those victories were 
few and far between. Grandma would often have a wonderful dinner of some 
stew, or curried turkey or beef stroganoff waiting at the end.

Nostalgia? You bet! We didn’t have a microwave or air conditioning, or cable 
TV. We didn’t even have color TV until I was in my teenage years. Still, all this 
contributed to sweet, simple times. Each was, I think, a little foretaste of Heaven.  

God wants, even commands, us to work, but not to live for it. He made work 
for man, not man for work. God does not hardwire us, or the Church, for a cor-
poration-like, merely pragmatic mentality, but for communion with Himself and 
others. 

We recently celebrated the Feast of Church Father St. Irenaeus. One of Irenae-
us’ most famous quotes is, “The glory of God is man fully alive.” Don’t we feel 
more alive when we do the things we most relish? True leisure is not simply to get 
us rested enough to do more work. Nor is it mere idleness. It is a sort of festival or 
feast that prepares us for the worship of God. Even our pagan ancestors knew this. 
Joseph Pieper, in his important book, Leisure the Basis of Culture, quotes Plato:

“But the gods, taking pity on mankind, born to work, laid down the succession 
of recurring Feasts to restore them from their fatigue, and gave them the Muses, 
and Apollo their leader, and Dionysus, as companions in their Feasts, so that 
nourishing themselves  in festive companionship with the gods, they should again 
stand upright….”

Summer then is a time for looking back and looking at the present, enjoying the 
leisure it can bring. In this way, we can hear the one, true God as He whispers to 
us in the words of the Psalmist, “Be still and know that I am God.” 

Happy summer!
(Jim Gontis is the Director of Religious Education and Director of Sports Min-

istry for the Diocese of Harrisburg.)

Vox Clamantis 
One Crying in  
the Wilderness 

Jim Gontis
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SCOTUS

decided back in 2015, when it sided with 
the state of Missouri.

The case involves Trinity Lutheran 
Church’s preschool, which, after apply-
ing for a Missouri state grant that pro-
vided schools with reimbursements for 
resurfacing playgrounds with recycled 
tire pieces, was denied the grant solely 
on the grounds that the property was 
owned by a church.

“The court held that Missouri’s exclu-
sion of Trinity Lutheran from the grant 
making process at stake here violated the 
Free Exercise Clause,” said Hillary By-
rnes, an assistant general counsel at the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.

“So what the court’s decision does is 
start to chip away at some of the Blaine 
amendments that are on the books now in 
almost 40 states,” she told Catholic News 
Service in an interview.

“It doesn’t completely eliminate them, 
but it says that states cannot interpret 
their amendments in such a way that they 
would be discriminating against a church 
run institution or religious organiza-
tion,” added Byrnes, who is lead staff 
for the bishops’ Committee for Religious 
Liberty.

The Blaine amendments to the Mis-
souri Constitution and other state consti-
tutions prohibit government aid to assist 
religiously affiliated educational institu-
tions. Similar Blaine amendments exist 

Continued from 1

in 37 other state’s constitutions, after 
Rep. James Blaine of Maine’s unsuccess-
ful attempt for a similar amendment in 
the U.S. Constitution in 1875.

“The Missouri Constitution’s Blaine 
amendment should act as a shield against 
the establishment of an official state 
religion,” said Mike Hoey, executive 
director of the Missouri Catholic Confer-
ence, in a statement applauding the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s decision.

The amendment “should not act as a 
bar to a religious organization receiv-
ing a nonsectarian grant, like the offered 
through the scrap tire program, that do 
nothing to establish a religion,” he said.

According to Byrnes, the Trinity Lu-
theran case did not attack Blaine amend-
ments directly.

“My hope is that we have a case that 
squares up that issue, looks at the his-
tory of the Blaine amendments and says 
that these provisions were passed with a 
really discriminatory intent, and so they 
shouldn’t be relied on at all by states in 
a pluralistic society that we have nowa-
days,” Byrnes said.

In the case, Trinity Lutheran found its 
school discriminated against because of 
its religious identity. The church filed 
on the grounds of it was a violation of 
the First Amendment’s guarantee of free 
speech as well as a violation of the 14th 
Amendment’s equal protection clause.

“This is an extremely important case 
just because of the way that the law 
has been going under the Free Exercise 
Clause and sometimes being subsumed 

by the Establishment Clause. ... They’re 
certainly both there, but they’re both 
there to protect religious freedom and not 
discriminate against religious freedom or 
discriminate against the people of faith 
or religious organizations,” said David 
Cortman, vice president of U.S. litigation 
at Alliance for Defending Freedom, in a 
news conference. 

The Alliance for Defending Freedom is 
an advocacy group dedicated to fighting 
and winning cases for religious liberty, 
among many things. The organization 
argued on behalf of Trinity Lutheran in 
court.

“We didn’t ask for special treatment, 
we asked for equal treatment for people 
of faith,” said Michael Farris, who is the 
alliance’s president, CEO and general 
counsel, in a statement. “And the court 
agreed that the government cannot 
discriminate against people of faith by 
treating them unequally.”

Andrea Picciotti-Bayer, a legal adviser 
with the Catholic Association, said in a 
statement that such a blow against state 
Blaine amendments was long overdue. 

“America’s beacon of liberty shines 
brighter today and our communities will 
be stronger for it,” Picciotti-Bayer said 
in a statement. “Like the Missouri law at 
issue in Trinity Lutheran, 36 other states 
have Blaine amendments that deny state 
funds to groups simply because their 
good work is done as part of their faith 
community.

“Americans of all creeds live our 
faith not just where we worship but by 

serving our neighbors at soup kitchens, 
rehab programs, crisis pregnancy centers 
and even – like the petitioners in Trinity 
Lutheran – preschools with outdoor play-
grounds. Today’s decision recognizes the 
important contributions made in America 
by faith-based groups.”

U.S. Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Missouri, 
in a statement commended the court’s 
decision, which he said “affirms that the 
government cannot categorically deny 
benefits to Trinity Lutheran, or any reli-
gious organization, simply because they 
are religious.”

This victory allows for the doors to 
remain open between religious institu-
tions and state governments, according to 
Byrnes.

“I think this is a really great victory for 
religious liberty,” Byrnes told CNS. “If 
the court had gone another way, we could 
have seen lots of challenges to programs 
that we have, partnerships with, between 
Catholic institutions and state and local 
governments, even the federal govern-
ment.

“We partner with the government in 
order to provide services to people that 
sometimes the government cannot do as 
well on its own, as faith based institu-
tions can do,” she said. “Thankfully, 
this decision went the right way and it 
accounts for that work to continue and 
not be threatened by further lawsuits that 
claim the government shouldn’t be fund-
ing religious organizations.”

By Rhina Guidos 
Catholic News Service

The chairman of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Migra-
tion said the country’s Catholic bishops 
are “deeply concerned” about the con-
sequences of the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
decision to allow a partial ban on foreign 
nationals as it reviews the constitutionality 
of a wider ban.

“Today’s decision will have human con-
sequences,” said Bishop Joe S. Vasquez, 
of Austin, Texas, following the U.S. Su-
preme Court’s announcement that in Oc-
tober it will hear a case involving Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s travel ban, which 
seeks to delay entry into the country by 
immigrants, including refugees, from six 
majority-Muslim countries. It also seeks 
to suspend, for a time, the entry of all refu-
gees.

The court announced June 26 that until 
its hears the case in the fall and weighs a 
decision, it would allow part of the ban to 
be implemented and some “foreign nation-
als” will be barred from entering the coun-
try, but that determination will be made 
depending on the applicant’s previous re-
lationships with a person or institution in 
the U.S. The administration says it needs 
to implement the ban while it reviews the 
refugee resettlement program and its vet-
ting procedures.

Bishop Vasquez said the bishops are 
“deeply concerned about the welfare of 
the many other vulnerable populations 
who will now not be allowed to arrive 
and seek protection during the proscribed 
pause, most notably certain individuals 
fleeing religious persecution and unac-
companied refugee children.”

He urged the Trump administration to 
include refugee service providers as well 
as national security and immigration ex-
perts in a timely, transparent and efficient 
review of the existing refugee resettlement 
program.

“We believe it is vital to utilize the full 
expertise of the existing resettlement pro-

CNS/NIKOS ARVANITDIS, POOL VIA EPA
A volunteer from a humanitarian organization embraces refugee children in 2016 
at a makeshift camp in near Idomeni, Greece. 

Bishops, Catholic Groups Worry  
about Consequences of Partial Travel Ban

gram when conducting such an important 
evaluation,” he said in a statement issued 
late June 26.

The court said the partial ban it has al-
lowed to go forward allows “foreign na-
tionals who have a credible claim of a 
bona fide relationship with a person or 
entity in the United States” to apply for 
entry, but “all other foreign nationals are 
subject to the provisions of [the executive 
order].”

That means a person with family or a 
nexus with an organization, such as a uni-
versity or employer, is not affected by the 
ban.

The court seemed to be taking into con-
sideration the hardships the ban would 
create for an “American party,” such as 
a family member, whose relatives are de-
nied entry, or for a university or employer, 
while also trying to consider the admin-
istration’s arguments that it’s necessary to 
do so in the interest of national security.

Denying entry to immigrants with no 
connection to the country “does not bur-

den any American party,” the court said. 
And though the order is seeking to cap the 
number of refugees allowed into the coun-
try at 50,000, the court said that if a per-
son with one of the previously mentioned 
connections to the U.S. is seeking refuge, 
“such as a person may not be excluded … 
even if the 50,000 has been reached or ex-
ceeded.”

Groups such as Catholic Relief Servic-
es, the official international humanitarian 
agency of the Catholic community in the 
United States, expressed disappointment 
with the ruling.

“This ruling will devastate some of the 
most vulnerable people in the world, inno-
cent people who are fleeing the exact kind 
of violence that this executive order seeks 
to protect against,” said Bill O’Keefe, 
CRS’ vice president for government rela-
tions and advocacy. “The facts tell us that 
that these refugees already undergo sig-
nificant vetting – more than anyone who 
enters the United States – and none has 
gone on to commit acts of violence.”

It also reinforces the false idea that refu-
gees are dangerous, O’Keefe said.

“We outright reject the idea that refu-
gees are implicitly dangerous,” he said. 
“At a time of such unprecedented need 
around the world, we should be doing 
more to help and resettle those who are in 
danger and need, not less.”

Christopher G. Kerr, executive direc-
tor of Ignatian Solidarity Network, a na-
tional social justice education and advo-
cacy organization based in Ohio, said the 
high court’s decision “does not reflect our 
country’s spirit of compassion and wel-
come.”

“When we create uncertainty for those 
seeking safety from conflict and persecu-
tion, we compromise their dignity as fel-
low people of God,” said Kerr. “We con-
tinue to stand with those seeking refuge 
and safety here in the United States.”

The troubled executive order went into 
litigation almost as soon as it was issued 
Jan. 27, just a week into the new presi-
dent’s term. It was revised in March, but 
those revisions, too, have faced legal chal-
lenges.

In a statement after the court’s an-
nouncement, Trump said the high court’s 
decision was a “clear victory” for national 
security.

“It allows the travel suspension for the 
six terror-prone countries and the refugee 
suspension to become largely effective,” 
he said.

In a partial dissent, Justice Clarence 
Thomas said he worried that “the court’s 
remedy will prove unworkable” and that 
the “compromise will burden executive 
officials with the task of deciding – on per-
il of contempt – whether individuals from 
the six affected nations who wish to enter 
the United States have a sufficient connec-
tion to a person or entity in this country.”

It also may “invite a flood of litigation 
until this case is finally resolved,” he said.

The U.S. Supreme Court’s decision 
came a day before it ended its current 
term. The new court term begins in Oc-
tober.



6 - The
 Catholic Witness • July 7, 2017

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

“‘Faithful’ and ‘dedicated’ are two common adjec-
tives that we often use, but those words are really 
true of the parishioners here,” Redemptorist Father 
James O’Blaney says of his flock at St. James Parish 
in Lititz.

The parish, in the northern quadrant of Lancaster 
County, is marking its centennial this year, and the 
milestone is highlighted by a history of fortitude and 
a celebration of conviction.

The epicenter of the 100th anniversary year was 
the celebration of Holy Mass on June 25 by Bishop 
Ronald Gainer, who was joined at the altar by Father 
Paul Borowski, Provincial Superior of the Baltimore 
Province of the Redemptorists, Father O’Blaney, 
and more than a dozen diocesan and Redemptorists 
priests.

The history of St. James Parish dates back to three 
years before its establishment as a mission of Our 
Mother of Perpetual Help Parish in Ephrata. In 1914, 
the Redemptorists established St. Clement Mission 
House in Ephrata, and Bishop John Shanahan of 
Harrisburg gave the priests 
the care of 12 townships in 
northern Lancaster County.

On June 17, 1917, Fa-
ther William White began 
celebrating Mass in a rented 
storefront in Lititz, and thus 
the mission there was begun. 

When St. James Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church went up 
for sale at a cost of $2,850, 
the Redemptorists purchased 
it as a place of worship for 
the Lititz faithful. The first 
Mass was celebrated there on 
April 4, 1920.

In the mid-1950s, with the 
boom of manufacturing in 
the area, Lititz and its sur-
rounding locales grew, and 
by the late 60s and early 70s, 
a larger church was needed 
for the growing congrega-
tion. 

On Jan. 5, 1977, the Feast 

St. James Parish Celebrates 100 Years of Faith and Service

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Altar servers Fiona Holland, Colin Davis and Shaddy Makhlouf join in the Entrance Procession for St. James 
Parish’s 100th anniversary Mass.

Bishop Ronald Gainer 
celebrates the Liturgy 
of the Eucharist at St. 
James Church on June 
25, joined at the altar by 
Father Paul Borowski, 
Provincial Superior of 
the Baltimore Province 
of the Redemptorists, 
left, and Father James 
O’Blaney, pastor.

Above: Father 
James O’Blaney, 
C.Ss.R., pastor, 
looks on through 
incense during Holy 
Mass.

Left: Lisa Goddard 
and her daughter 
Vera share a tender 
moment during the  
anniversary Mass.

Below: Virginia 
Seaman, St. James’ 
oldest parishioner at 
101, joins in the  
presentation of the 
gifts to Bishop  
Ronald Gainer. 

Day of St. John Neumann – a Re-
demptorist priest and Fourth Bishop of 
Philadelphia who would be canonized 
that June – St. James was established as 
a parish by Harrisburg Bishop Joseph 
Daley.

Father Frances Nelson oversaw the 
plans and construction of the current 
church, completed in 1978 and situated 
on a 17-acre tract of land on Woodcrest 
Avenue that had been sold by the War-
wick School District. The first Mass was 
celebrated there on Oct. 14, 1978.

Expansion of ministries and activities 
continued over the decades at St. James, 
currently cared for by Father O’Blaney, 
who arrived in 2002. Under his leader-
ship, the church was renovated to enlarge 
the sanctuary as well as the seating ca-
pacity for the congregation. Icons of Our 
Mother of Perpetual Help and St. James, 
and images and statues of saints grace the 
church. 

St. James Parish is home to 3,132 

parishioners, and half of them, according 
to Father O’Blaney, serve as volunteers 
in numerous parish ministries, includ-
ing the Respect Life Committee, Meals 
Ministry, Operation Backpack, Catholics 
Reaching Out, the Light of Christ Prayer 
Group, the Social Justice Network and 
many additional prayer, education, social, 
outreach and fund-raising efforts.

Centennial year events include Vespers 
in Lititz Springs Park with the children’s 
choir and an ice cream social, a concert 
series, summer pilgrimages, a dance, a 
parish picnic, a spaghetti dinner and a 
Christmas bazaar. For information, call 
the parish at 717-626-5580.

“Our motto is that our parish is ‘A Eu-
charistic Community of Life and Love.’ 
I pray that the Eucharist is impressed 
upon the people of the parish,” Father 
O’Blaney told The Catholic Witness. 
“Any church or group can be a communi-
ty of life and love, but we are a Eucharis-
tic community with Jesus at the center.”
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Above: Parishioners present the gifts to Bishop Ronald Gainer during the  
celebration of Holy Mass on July 2.

Below, left: Bishop Ronald Gainer celebrates the Liturgy of the Eucharist.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

A look at the history of Our Lady of 
the Visitation Parish in Shippensburg 
unveils the resiliency of the members 
of this western Cumberland County 
community of Catholics.

The first Catholic church in Ship-
pensburg was built in 1840 along the 
Cumberland Valley Railroad tracks, 
serving a congregation largely com-
prised of Irish railroad workers. The 
church was dedicated under the title 
of St. Mary’s of the Visitation.

The congregation was small and 
transient, and by 1864, the church and 
property were sold. For the next 75 
years, Catholics in Shippensburg trav-
eled some 12 miles to Chambersburg 
for Mass.

When a census in 1939 revealed 
that there were 215 Catholics in Ship-
pensburg, the pastor in Chambersburg 
began celebrating a Mass in a private 
home in Shippensburg, and then in a 
renovated one-room school. 

Bishop George Leech established 
Our Lady of the Visitation as a parish 
on Feb. 15, 1950. Soon after the ar-
rival of its first pastor, Father Edward 
Gerrity, property adjacent to the State 
Teachers’ 
College – 
now Ship-
pensburg Uni-
versity – was 
purchased. 
Its homestead 
was remod-
eled to serve 
as a rectory, 
and a former 
stable was 
converted 
into a chapel, 
where Mass 
was celebrated for the first time on 
Dec. 3. 1950.

Our Lady of the Visitation Parish 
began to flourish, and on July 2, 1967, 
the current church and rectory were 
dedicated. It is home to approximately 
350 families, and also serves as the 
Newman Center for the Catholic stu-
dents at Shippensburg University. A 
new social hall and education building 
were dedicated in 1999.

From a church by a railroad, to the 
celebration of Mass in a one-room 

50th Anniversary of Our Lady of the 
Visitation Church Shows Parish’s Resiliency

Members of Our Lady of the Visitation Parish in Shippensburg greet the bishop 
after the celebration of their church’s anniversary.

Bishop Ronald Gainer serves as the principal celebrant of Holy Mass on the  
occasion of the 50th anniversary of Our Lady of the Visitation Church in 
Shippensburg July 2.

Father Dwight Schlaline, pastor, shares a lighthearted moment with his  
congregation. 

schoolhouse 
and later in 
a remodeled 
stable before 
enjoying 
the modern 
amenities of 
their current 
church, the 
fortitude of 
the faithful 
of Our Lady 
of the Visita-
tion cannot be 
overlooked, 

said Father Dwight Schlaline, pastor.
“I would describe this parish as a 

resilient one,” he told The Catholic 
Witness. “In the 1950s, there was a lot 
of anti-Catholic sentiment in Ship-
pensburg. But the people persevered 
and remained faithful to their Catholic 
faith. There is a spirit of confidence in 
the Catholic faith and persistence.”  

On July 2, the parish community 
marked the 50th anniversary of their 
current church, with a Holy Mass cel-
ebrated by Bishop Ronald Gainer.

The day offered an opportunity to 
also celebrate the various ministries of 
the parish:

The Pro-Life Ministry aims to 
bring the Gospel of Life to the par-
ish through prayer, education and 
community-building events, and 
supports such pro-life organizations as 
Undefeated Courage, local pregnancy 
resource centers, the Pennsylvania 
Pro-Life Federation and Rachel’s 
Vineyard retreats for post-abortion 
healing. The ministry recently began 
a Pro-Life Booth at the Shippensburg 
Fair to proclaim the truth about the 
dignity of human life.

The parish’s Knights of Columbus 
Council coordinates an annual pic-
nic, and scholarships for high school 
seniors and a seminarian. The Ladies 
Auxiliary also supports the parish 
with various dinners and contributions 
to scholarships. 

The parish also has an Intentional 
Disciples Group, which meets on 
Sunday evenings for faith-sharing 
in discipleship, and a weekly Book 
Study Group to learn more about 
the faith. Wednesday Evening Bible 
Study has explored the Bible timeline, 
the deuterocanonicals and the Acts of 
the Apostles, and will delve into the 
Crusades this summer.

“In my time here, I have empha-
sized and tried to focus the parish on 
the purpose of the Church: the salva-
tion of souls,” Father Schlaline said. 
“The growth of the parish will be 
rooted in that focus.”
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By Jen Reed
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Quo Vadis Days – 
an annual vocation 
discernment retreat that 
the Diocese of Har-
risburg hosts for young 
men every summer – 
incorporated the family 
this year as participants 
arrived for the four-day 
experience.

Beneath the mantle 
of the Blessed Mother 
towering above the 
lush grounds of Mount 
St. Mary’s Seminary 
in Emmitsburg, Md., 
the mothers, fathers 
and siblings of nearly 
100 Quo Vadis Days 
participants escorted 
their sons and brothers 
to the Chapel of the 
Immaculate Concep-
tion for the celebration 
of the week’s opening 
Mass on June 25.

Some families 
walked hand-in-hand 
along the pathway con-
necting the seminary 
and the chapel, flanked 
by a small grotto of 
Our Lady of Lourdes 
and “Mary’s Mountain” 
on one side, and vistas 
of fields and hamlets 
on the other below.

The opening Mass was new 
on this year’s docket, and set the 
tone for the week as a reminder 
that the family is the seedbed of 
vocations, explained Father Brian 
Wayne, Diocesan Director of 
Vocations.

“Parents are the primary influ-
ence in helping young men follow 
God’s will for their lives,” he 
told the parents during a special 
session that followed the opening 
Mass. 

He presented them with some 
telling statistics from a survey of 
all newly-ordained priests each 
year. Of the approximately 550 
men ordained to the priesthood 
this year, the number one factor in 
helping them follow God’s will is 
the support of the family.

“The family is the seedbed of 
vocations. It’s where they grow, 
where they learn to love and fol-

Quo Vadis Days Upholds Family as Seedbed of Vocations,  
Priesthood as Viable Option for Young Men

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Quo Vadis Days participants share a hymnal during the week’s opening Mass, celebrated in the Chapel of the Immaculate Conception June 25.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Deacon Benjamin Dunkelberger, left, and a Quo Vadis Days participant strategize 
their next moves in a game of chess.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Father Brian Wayne, Diocesan Director of Vocations, prepares to make a catch in 
a game of Ultimate Frisbee during Quo Vadis Days.

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Highlighting parents and families as the seedbed of vocations, Quo Vadis Days began with a 
Mass for attendees and their families.

low God,” Father Wayne said.
The most influential person in 

helping a young man think about 
the priesthood is the priest; 90 
percent of the men ordained in 
the United States this year were 
invited by a priest to consider a 
religious vocation, Father Wayne 
pointed out.

He highlighted a third statistic: 
Of the 550 or so priests ordained 
this year, some 150 indicated that 
they faced opposition from their 
parents in following the call to 
priesthood. What’s more, two-
thirds of seminarians who face 
opposition in their decision will 
leave the seminary.

“Thank you for this gift to 
your sons for four days,” Father 
Wayne told the parents. “We very 
much appreciate your encourage-
ment of them, and sending them 
on this retreat.”
Quo Vadis Days continues on page 9
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Quo Vadis Days continued from page 8

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Candles in hand, young men process from Mount St. Mary’s Seminary to a replica grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes for a  
nighttime Rosary on June 27.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Deacon Kenneth Roth, left, joins in a nighttime candlelight procession during Quo 
Vadis Days, a vocation discernment retreat that allowed young men to learn about 
prayer, discernment, living as a Catholic man, seminary life and the priesthood.

Among those in the crowd were 
Mark and Krista Lookenbill of St. Vin-
cent de Paul Parish in Hanover, whose 
son Jason was attending Quo Vadis 
Days for the first time.

They were accompanied at Mass by 
their daughter, Monica – who is attend-
ing a similar retreat there for young 
women, Fiat Days, this week – and 
their younger son, Kevin.

“I had heard about Quo Vadis 
Days from people at my parish, and I 
thought it would be a great experience 
for a young, Catholic man like my-
self,” said Jason, 15. 

“I like how the retreat is set up so 
that we can stay overnight and spend 
a few days in the seminary,” he said 
of the appeal. “I’m looking forward 
to hearing the priests and seminarians 
talk about their experiences and how 
they came to be where they are today.”

Mrs. Lookenbill remarked that she 
and her husband “have always felt 
strongly about letting our children en-
gage in truly Catholic experiences that 
are really going to deepen their faith.”

“We’ve heard a lot of great reviews 
about how Quo Vadis Days teaches the 
young men how to pray and how to 
discern what God is calling them to in 
life.”

That’s the key to Quo Vadis Days, 
Father Kevin Coyle, a newly-ordained 
priest of the diocese, told The Catholic 
Witness about the retreat. He’s partici-
pated there as a seminarian.

“It’s discernment for life,” he said. 
“Everybody has a vocation. Every-
body’s vocation is different, but every-
body is called to be saints, to become 
the best versions of themselves. Quo 
Vadis Days helps guys discern mar-
riage and become a good, strong, 
Catholic man, and be a contributing 
member to Christ’s Body, the Church.”

“It also gives an excellent taste in 
realizing that these guys are normal,” 
said Father Coyle, who was ordained 
on June 3 and serves as parochial vicar 
at St. Catherine Labouré Parish in 
Harrisburg. “All the seminarians are 
out on the baseball field, on the soccer 
field, and entering into great conversa-
tions at the lunch table, small talk on 
the porch, and it allows the young men 
to see that there are guys with so many 
different backgrounds that come from 
so many different areas of life.”

Quo Vadis Days takes its name 
from the legend that Peter asked Jesus 

this question (Quo Vadis? – mean-
ing “Where are you going?”) on the 
outskirts of Rome, as Peter was fleeing 

the persecution of Nero. Jesus’ re-
sponse was, “To Rome, to be crucified 
again.”

The schedule for the week includes 
talks from seminarians and priests 
about how to discern, how to pray, life 
as a diocesan priest and what it means 
to be a Catholic man called to holiness. 
The week also includes daily prayer, 
Mass and Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament, small-group discussion 
and the opportunity to receive spiritual 
direction and the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation. 

Evenings were filled with various ac-
tivities, from Glow Necklace Ultimate 
Frisbee competitions and dodgeball, to 
a candlelight procession and Rosary. 
Bishop Ronald Gainer attended to 
celebrate Mass for the participants and 
talk with them about the faith.

“At Quo Vadis Days, young men 
realize that priests and seminarians are 
normal people, that we have fun while 
following the Lord,” Father Wayne 
said. “They realize that it’s normal for 
Catholic guys to think about and ask if 
they’re called to it.” 

“We just want to show them that the 
priesthood is a valid option,” he said. 

Glow necklaces light up participants for  
a game of nighttime Ultimate Frisbee.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

With Mount St. Mary’s Seminary glowing in the  
background, young men enjoy Ultimate Frisbee with  

seminarians during Quo Vadis Days.
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

Turn to any media source today, 
whether it spews bias from the left or 
right in the political battlefield, and you 
will likely be told that we are currently 
living in an era rife with polarizing pol-
itics. So divided, we are told, that there 
is little common ground to be found 
amongst American extremes. And you 
may have heard that it has never been 
this bad before. 

Is it the media that fuels the divide, 
or are Americans inclined to be divided 
partisans? 

Thomas Nast was born on September 
27, 1840, in Landau Rhineland, Germa-
ny, where his father was a musician – a 
trombonist – in the Bavarian 9th regi-
ment, and by the time young Thomas 
was six, his father had had a serious fall-
ing out with the Bavarian government. 
While his father went to serve in the 
French Navy, Thomas, his sister Andie, 
and his mother fled for New York City 
like many other Catholic German im-
migrants during the mid-19th Century. 
Thomas had been baptized in Landau 
at Sankt Maria Catholic Church, and 
though the evidence is scant, it appears 
Thomas was educated in parish Catho-
lic schools in the city until he was 14. 

His academic record was never above 
average, but he was a talented artist, 
namely a drawer, and he enrolled when 
he was 15 in the National Academy of 
Design in New York. Two years later, 
he started working for Frank Lelsie’s 
Illustrated Newspaper and soon after 
started drawing for Harper’s Weekly – 
arguably one of the most widely read 
and influential papers in the United 
States at a time when the country was 
on the precipice of Civil War. 

In February of 1860, Nast returned to 
Europe as he began a working partner-
ship with the New York Illustrated. Af-
ter a couple of years in England and Ita-
ly covering politics and sporting events 
with his illustrations, Nast returned to 
New York, and in September 1861 mar-

The Father of the American Cartoon

ried Sarah Edwards as the Civil War 
was only some six months old. 

But Nast’s marriage was not a Cath-
olic one – his bride was Episcopalian 
– for Nast had developed a deep re-
sentment of the Catholic Church by 
the time he was in his early twenties. 
And according to his recent biogra-
pher, Nast was “intensely opposed to 
the encroachment of Catholic ideas into 
public education.” In addition, he con-
sidered the Catholic Church “a threat to 
American values.” 

What fueled his hatred for the Catho-

lic Church is not certain, for Nast never 
made public comment about his reli-
gious intolerance, but by viewing his 
many drawings in newspapers it is not 
hyperbolic to say that Nast despised 
Irish Americans. He drew them as dirty 
drunks, and any written commentary in 
his drawings did not paint a picture of 
a smart or patriotic people. In fact, he 
showed Irish as corrupt political bullies 
who greased the wheels of party poli-
tics – the New York Democratic Party 
– to exploit the poor and weak. 

Soon, with his bias in tow, he would 

return to Harper’s Weekly as a staff il-
lustrator in 1862. Instead of news draw-
ings of events, Nast began drawing 
political cartoons. Nast was a staunch 
Republican – a true abolitionist who 
loathed slavery and the South. And 
along with that political slant, he was 
an unapologetic Abraham Lincoln dev-
otee.  

Nast was virulently opposed to slav-
ery and southern culture, and had be-
come an abolitionist and champion of 
black freedom. As a boy and young 
adult, Nast had witnessed the mistreat-
ment of New York City African Ameri-
cans and he blamed Irish Catholics 
for the violence between the factions. 
While slavery flourished in the South 
with more than four million slaves 
producing a billion dollars of revenue 
a year for southern planters, African-
Americans and Irish-Americans in the 
North’s industrial cities competed for 
wages in grueling jobs that paid them 
less than a dollar a week.

Nast’s drawing were stunningly de-
tailed and rendered in newsprint in 
striking beauty. But underneath the 
beauty lay an ugly realism of a resent-
ful racist. In the midst of the Civil War 
when 2,000 Americans were dying ev-
ery week on the battlefield, Nast, the 
drawer, the political cartoonist, was 
finding a ripe audience in a hyper-parti-
san time with inflamed passions.

President Lincoln drew delight in 
reading newspapers, especially ones 
that were Republican and pro-admin-
istration. He likened Nast to being the 
“best recruiting sergeant we got.” 

While Nast’s wrath was clearly aimed 
at the Irish, he saved his most virulent 
attacks at southerners whom he por-
trayed as barbarous, cruel and greedy 
as slave owners. Lest you think Nast 
just thought the North was fighting the 
South, he was astute enough to know 
that Northern peace advocates were as 
treasonous as southerners were in his 
eyes. His cartons were pro-war and em-

More CARTOON, page 11

Above: Thomas Nast’s portrait, taken in New York City 
shortly after the Civil War ended. The partisan artist 
began his career in 1862 as the country was suffering 
the daily carnage of civil war.

Right: Nast is credited with first drawing Santa Claus 
as a jolly, big bellied, bearded man who trekked 
from the North Pole every Christmas to bring gifts to  
children. He drew this portrayal for Harper’s Weekly 
in 1862.  

One of Nast’s most biting political cartoons was printed after the Civil War, when former Confederate officers (Gen. R.E. Lee, 
left, bows before the throne of Columbia) were seeking pardons from the U.S. Government, while that same government still 
denied African Americans the right to vote even though more than 200,000 blacks were killed or were grievously wounded 
during the war. Nast viewed all Confederates with hostility as treasonous traitors worthy of being hung from the nearest tree.
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phatically pro-Union. 
Dubbed the “Father of the American 

Cartoon,” Nast moved to New Jersey 
and he and his wife had five children 
and he continued his prolific career 
long after the war ended in 1865. He is 
credited with helping to elect Ulysses 
S. Grant president after the debacle that 
was the tenure of President Andrew 
Johnson, who was impeached but not 
convicted after taking office after Lin-
coln was assassinated. 

Nast is also credited for drawing one 
of the most famous Santa Claus ren-
ditions, which appeared in Harper’s 
in 1862. Moreover, he may well have 
started the fable of Santa being from 
the North Pole – a clear jab at the South 
during the Civil War. The symbol of the 
donkey for the Democrats and elephant 
for the Republicans can also be traced 
back to Nast’s original need to be witty 
and needling. So influential was Nast’s 

Continued from 10

By Erik Zygmont 
Catholic News Service

When Henry VIII, as England’s 
reigning monarch, was declared “a de-
fender of the faith,” the future “must 
have seemed so bright to Thomas 
More and John Fisher,” Baltimore 
Archbishop William E. Lori said in a 
homily June 21.

He described an England which 
“seemed to have been spared the pain-
ful divisions that racked the Catholic 
Church on the continent of Europe.” 
Under Henry, he said, “monastic life 
and learning were flourishing” while 
“ordinary Catholics showed their love 
and loyalty to the Church.”

“Who could have imagined the se-
vere test More, Fisher and English 
Catholicism would face in so short a 
time?” Archbishop Lori asked.

He was the homilist at the opening 
Mass of the U.S. Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops’ Fortnight for Freedom, 
an annual observance highlighting the 
importance of religious liberty.

The Mass was celebrated on the vigil 
of the English martyrs’ shared feast day 
at the Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Assumption of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary in Baltimore.

The aforementioned saints of the 
1500s were, respectively, the lord high 
chancellor and the bishop of Roches-
ter, both of whom had enjoyed peace 
and security as they faithfully lived 
their vocations. They lost their heads 
for refusing their assent to Henry as 
the “defender of the faith” when he de-
clared himself head of the church.

While the West has not recently ex-
ecuted anyone for refusing to give up 
their beliefs, the archbishop borrowed 
Pope Francis’ phrase – “polite persecu-
tion” – to describe the burdens placed 
on schools, hospitals, employees, em-
ployers and other individuals and in-
stitutions that live and act according to 
their faith while navigating civil soci-
ety.

Such fines, firings and threatened 
denials of accreditation indicate “kin-
ship, solidarity with those suffering 
overt persecution round the world,” 
Archbishop Lori said.

Work for ‘Holiness of Freedom,  
Freedom for Holiness,’ Bishop Says

CNS PHOTO/KEVIN J. PARKS, CATHOLIC REVIEW
Baltimore Archbishop William E. Lori delivers the homily during the opening Mass 
of the Fortnight for Freedom June 21 at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Baltimore. Archbishop Lori is chairman 
of the bishops’ religious liberty committee. 

work, that no able politician stayed 
one without looking at Nast’s political 
drawings that provided commentary for 
the political battlefield of the mid and 
late 19th Century. It is Thomas Nast who 
invented Uncle Sam and drew him as a 
patriot who loved his country. 

As Nast aged, his hands began to 
bother him, most likely injured by the 
repetitive motions of drawing with pen 
and ink for so many issues and years. 
In 1902, Nast wanted a job in the State 
Department as a consular in Western 
Europe – his beloved homeland though 
he left there when he was six. Instead, 
President Theodore Roosevelt – an ad-
mirer and astute political mind – gave 
Nast the Consul General position in Ec-
uador. A year later, he contracted yellow 
fever there and died an agonizing death 
far from home. His body was returned 
to New York City, where he was buried 
in the Bronx on December 7, 1902 – 
ground he had helped politically divide 
with his mighty pen in those highly po-
larizing times of our past.

“St. Thomas More and St. John 
Fisher fulfilled their mission of bear-
ing witness to Christ in their time, 
their place, their circumstances,” he 
said. “Dear friends, we’ve gathered 
in prayer tonight asking to acquire in 
the power of the Holy Spirit, a greater 
measure of holiness, so that we too can 
use our freedom, not for ourselves and 
our own desires, but rather for Christ 
and the mission of spreading the Gos-
pel far and wide.”

In far too many parts of the world, 
Archbishop Lori said the Catholic 
Church’s mission “is conducted amid 
raging persecution.” He cited a 2016 
report from the University of Notre 
Dame, titled “Under Caesar’s Sword,” 
that chronicled the persecution of 
Christians in 25 countries around the 
world.

He said the “reality behind such 
statistics” is seen in the suffering of 
Christians and other religious minori-
ties – including some Muslims, includ-
ing Chaldean Christians “beheaded in 
Iraq simply for professing their faith” 

and Coptic Christians killed while 
praying in church on Palm Sunday.

“To be sure, we Christians in the 
West do not experience severe repres-
sion,” Archbishop Lori said, but in 
recent years there have been serious 
curtailments of religious freedom with 
regard to sexuality, marriage, and the 
sanctity of life.

The archbishop Lori noted that some 
have advised that Christians “with-
draw from the fray.”

While he acknowledged the impor-
tance of rest and spiritual renewal, he 

once again turned to St. More and St. 
John Fisher, and urged Catholics to de-
velop in their hearts “the holiness of 
freedom and freedom for holiness – an 
irrepressible spirit of freedom, courage 
and mission that no earthly power can 
take away from us.”

“Then we shall be truly free,” the 
archbishop said. “Then we shall be 
true missionary disciples.”

Those gathered for the Mass includ-
ed members of the Catholic Business 
Association, Legatus, the St. Thomas 
More Society and the Catholic Medi-
cal Association. Their presence illus-
trated their solidarity and involvement 
with the Fortnight for Freedom.

“This kind of shows, to everybody, 
that we have to act on what we be-
lieve,” said Dr. Okan Akay, who re-
cently completed his residency in 
internal medicine and had his hands 
blessed by Archbishop Lori following 
the Mass.

“It strengthens us in our ability to 
provide healing for people without 
having to go against what we believe 
in,” he told the Catholic Review, Balti-
more’s archdiocesan news outlet.

Akay said there is increasing pres-
sure in his line of work for those who 
would opt out of prescribing contra-
ception or performing an abortion, for 
example. He was lightly mocked, he 
added with a shrug, for attending the 
annual March for Life in Washington.

Interestingly, it was an overt display 
of faith – ashes on foreheads – that 
initially drew Akay, a former Muslim, 
now a basilica parishioner, toward the 
Catholic Church 
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Beginning Experience Program to Offer  
Weekend for Those Suffering the Loss of a Spouse

The ecumenical Beginning Experience weekends are a Church-approved program designed for 
those suffering the loss of a spouse through death, divorce or separation. Hundreds of persons 
have been helped to move towards successful, productive, happy lives by attending one of these 
weekends.

The Beginning Experience team in the Diocese of Harrisburg has booked Camp Hebron in 
Halifax, Pa., for a weekend on Nov. 10-12, 2017.

The weekend is led by persons who have lost a spouse through death or divorce, and are 
trained in facilitating a weekend. Each Beginning Experience team is certified by the Interna-
tional Beginning Experience Organization.

The following is a testimonial of a person who has attended the weekend:
“I can tell you that my encounter with the Beginning Experience weekend has brought me 

greater peace and given me an extended family of lifelong friends who I quickly grew to love 
and lean on. If you or someone you know is suffering the isolation and pain that can accompany 
the loss of a spouse or marriage, I encourage you to seriously consider attending the Beginning 
Experience weekend.”

Beginning Experience is the Church at work to provide help, healing and spiritual restoration. 
Visit the diocesan website at www.hbgdiocese.org, and go to Marriage and Family, or visit www.
beginningexperience.org to learn more. Information can also be obtained by contacting the Har-
risburg Beginning Experience Team at 717-379-0800.  

Harrisburg Diocesan  
Charismatic Day of Renewal

September 16, 2017, from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

“The Holy Spirit – Fountain of Grace”

The keynote speaker will be Rev. William “Bill” 
Cosgrove, a 12-year service team member for the 
Charismatic Renewal and current Liaison for the 
Charismatic Renewal under Timothy Cardinal Dolan 
in the Archdiocese of New York.  For 32 years, Father 
Cosgrove has been an active member of the Interna-
tional Fraternity of Priests, one of a number of priest 
support groups that is a strong advocate of priestly 
fraternity. He is also an active member of the Clark-
stown Ethics Board, New City Rotary and the Clark-
stown Ecumenical Clergy Association.

The $20 program cost includes lunch. Checks can 
be made payable to “Diocese of Harrisburg.”  Dead-
line for registration to include lunch is September 5. 
To register, or for additional information, go to: www.
aliveinthespirit.net or www.hbgdiocese.org/renewal or 
call Mary Ann at 717-564-7709.

CNS/DAN RUSSO, THE WITNESS
Father Scott Bullock and Christian Brother Stephen Markham pose together in 
late March in Dubuque, Iowa, about nine months after kidney transplant surgery. 
“It is without a doubt the greatest gift you can give anyone,” Brother Markham said 
of the donated kidney he received from his priest friend. 

By Dan Russo 
Catholic News Service

Father Scott Bullock and Christian 
Brother Stephen Markham in the Arch-
diocese of Dubuque are forever bonded 
by a kidney transplant a year ago that 
has changed both men physically and 
spiritually.

“It is without a doubt the greatest 
gift you can give anyone,” Brother 
Markham said of the donated kidney he 
received from his priest friend.

The men recently discussed their ex-
perience with The Witness, newspaper 
of the Archdiocese of Dubuque.

“It was a great experience,” Father 
Bullock said. “I jokingly say to people, 
‘I highly recommend it,’ but I really do. 
It really was not that hard and the ben-
efits are so huge.”

Despite a major post-operative 
complication and a few other issues, 
both Father Bullock, 54, and Brother 
Markham, 73, continue to do well.

“I actually have more energy than I 
did for a year or a year and a half before 
the surgery,” Brother Markham said. 
“Having been told right before I got on 
dialysis that if I didn’t get on dialysis I 
had a very short time to live, and having 
been very, very sick at that time, you 
just look at everything differently.

“There are things that at one time in 
my life would have been a drama, and 
now it’s like, ‘We can deal with this,’” 
he continued. “The sense of gratitude of 
things you otherwise take for granted is 
just really powerful. I can’t say enough 
how grateful I am for all the wonder-
ful people, but also, for the wonderful 
things in life.”

In 2015, Brother Markham, now liv-
ing in Balltown, Iowa, was serving in 
Chicago as director of vocation minis-
try for his order and had been appointed 
vice provincial when he received news 
his kidneys were failing. His doctors 
encouraged him to seek a live donor af-
ter medications did not help.

Before the procedure, he could barely 
walk and was drained of energy. He 
now walks about three miles a day and 
has returned to part-time work for his 
order as director of temporary professed 
brothers and postulants. He works out 
of St. Mary’s University, a Christian 
Brothers institution in Winona, Min-
nesota.

From March 2015 until the surgery 

Religious Brother, Priest Forever Bonded by Kidney Transplant

last June, Brother Markham was de-
pendent on kidney dialysis to survive. A 
flare-up of chronic glomerilonephritis, 
a kidney disease he has had since age 
14, caused his organs to fail. Brother 
Markham sent word of his need through 
his religious order, parish bulletins and 
even an interview with The Witness. 
The article caught Father Bullock’s eye.

The priest, now pastor at St. Edward 
Parish in Waterloo, became friends 
with Brother Markham when they 
served together from 1999 to 2002 at 
St. Catherine and St. Donatus parishes 
in nearby towns southeast of Dubuque. 
After completing numerous tests at the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, 
the priest prayerfully decided to give a 
kidney to his friend.

“There’s a sublime joy in laying 

down yourself and giving of yourself. 
The more you can do that, the better life 
is,” Father Bullock said.

On the day of the surgery, Father 
Bullock and Brother Markham were 
in neighboring operating rooms for a 
procedure that lasted about two hours. 
The priest’s left kidney went into the 
brother’s right side.

“I remember amazingly feeling quite 
calm,” Brother Markham said.

That feeling changed two days later 
when he had a heart attack during an-
other procedure in which medication 
was being infused directly into his 
heart to kick-start his new organ. He 
was under intensive care for 24 hours 
afterward.

It is common for a transplanted kid-
ney to take a few days to activate, but 

by June 21, five days after the surgery, 
Brother Markham’s was not yet work-
ing, so doctors were planning to put him 
through the same procedure that had 
caused his earlier heart attack. When 
Father Bullock learned about the plan, 
he began to pray for divine assistance.

“In my normal prayers, I looked at the 
calendar of feast days,” the priest said. 
“The saint of the feast day [June 21] 
was St. Aloysius Gonzaga. In reading 
his biography I discovered that he him-
self had suffered from kidney disease. 
It ended up taking his life ultimately 
with other things. Kind of in a moment 
of desperation I said, ‘Aloysius, help us 
out!’”

On that day, Brother Markham’s new 
kidney started functioning on its own, 
preventing the need for the second risky 
procedure. Both men acknowledge that 
it could have been the medication from 
the earlier procedure that jump-started 
the organ, but they believe the saint’s 
intercession was involved in prompting 
the kidney to work.

“Scott gave me a beautiful icon of St. 
Aloysius Gonzaga, which now hangs 
over what I now call my ‘pharmacy,’” 
Brother Markham said. “It’s a desk 
that has nothing but all my medicines. 
Aloysius Gonzaga is right there looking 
down on the medicines.”

Father Bullock had his own struggles 
through the course of the surgery and 
recovery. His mother had been ill, and 
died last June 23, shortly after the trans-
plant. Despite his weakened condition, 
he flew to his hometown and celebrated 
the funeral Mass June 30.

Father Bullock’s recovered relatively 
quickly; the avid cyclist was back to 
riding his bike within a month. Brother 
Markham’s recovery took longer, about 
three months. Both men are thankful 
for their lives and the doctors, nurses 
and many other people that supported 
them through the transplant process.

Father Bullock encouraged anyone to 
consider organ donation.

“[This experience] taught me and 
reaffirmed my desire to just keep giv-
ing,” he said. “It’s the way to live fully. 
Clinging to life and trying to preserve 
it and protect it, that’s not living. If 
you give [your life] away, you’re going 
to be OK. [Organ donation] is a great 
thing to do and, I believe, really consis-
tent with our faith.”
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The Annual Family Picnic of Our Lady of 
Mercy Church in Catawissa (near Ideal Park) will 
be held on the church grounds on Aug. 4 from 6-11 p.m. 
and Aug. 5 from 6-11 p.m. Two popular bands will play 
throughout the picnic: “Kartune” (classic rock band) Friday 
evening, and “The ‘60’s Boys” (with some former Mudflap 
members) Saturday evening. There will be delicious food, 
games, fine music and dancing. Everyone is invited.

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Cornwall 
will hold its Summer Festival July 6-8 from 5-10 p.m. Music 
by Spinn City DJs and QuickDraw. Pork BBQ dinner Thurs-
day and fish dinner Friday, starting at 4 p.m. Outside food 
and drinks and beer garden with 6 beers and wine. Basket 
raffles, skill games, games of chance, money wheels, cari-
catures. Kids’ section with face painting, bouncy houses, 
and games. For more info, call Jeff at 717-389-0878.

Prince of Peace Parish in Steelton will hold its 
picnic July 9 from noon-8 p.m. at Emerick Cibort Park in 
Bressler. Our menu consists of lamb, pork, cabbage and 
noodles, sarma (pig in the blanket), hot dogs, barbecue, 
French fries and ice cream as well as assorted beverages 
plus lots more. Entertainment for you listening or dancing 
pleasure, raffle tickets, basket raffle and pull tab instant 
tickets will be available. Come and enjoy the day with fam-
ily, friends, parishioners and renew friendships from years 
past. For information, contact the Prince of Peace Parish 
Picnic Committee at 717-985-1330 pop.parish@comcast.
net.

St. Cecilia Parish in Lebanon will hold its festival 
July 13-15 at 750 State Drive. Festivities begin with din-
ners at 4 p.m., with spaghetti on Thursday, fish on Friday, 
and roast beef on Saturday, all in air-conditioned comfort. 
Baked goods sale and flea market also begin at 4 p.m. 
Food court opens at approximately 5-5:30 p.m., and games 
of chance, kids’ entertainment, train ride and bounce rides 
start at 6 p.m. Dinners conclude at 7 p.m. in time for bingo 
inside, and the bands start outside. Thursday night is DJ 
Jim Payne, Friday is Swisher and the Sweets, Saturday is 
Firestorm.

Holy Angels Parish in Kulpmont will hold its 
picnic Aug. 4 and 5. Games, basket bonanza, bake sale, 
yard sale. Entertainment by “Memory Lane” on Friday from 
7-11 p.m., and by “The Shoreliners” on Saturday from 7-11 
p.m. Fireworks display Saturday at 10 p.m. $3,000 in cash 
prizes! Fantastic menu.

St. Patrick Parish in Trevorton will hold its 20th 
Annual Parish Festival Aug. 11 and 12 from 5-10 p.m. each 
evening on the grounds behind the church. The theme 
for this year’s festival is “Who is in the Garden?” Free live 

Parish Festivals and Picnics ~ Summer 2017
(A listing of parish festivals and picnics will 

also be available online at www.hbgdiocese.
org. Announcements for parish festivals and pic-
nics can be sent via e-mail to communications@ 
hbgdiocese.org.) 

entertainment nightly. Friday, Aug. 11 from 7-10 p.m., “The 
New Individuals.” Saturday, Aug. 12 from 6:30-9:30 p.m., 
“R.A.T.L.” Delicious ethnic foods, games for all ages, cash 
raffle, spectacular theme baskets, and bingo nightly.

The good ole fashion Conewago Picnic will 
be held July 15 from 11 a.m.-9 p.m. at 3113 Centennial 
Rd., Hanover. Carry-outs for our famous homemade chick-
en corn soup, which is made in kettles over a fire, begin at 
9 a.m. Bake Sale begins at 9 a.m. and lasts until the home-
made goodies are sold out. Our family-style chicken dinner 
begins at 3 p.m. There will be kids’ games, small games of 
chance, Bingo, raffles, hamburgers, hot dogs, soda, funnel 
cake and live entertainment by the “Gann Family Band.” 
Come out for a day of fun, food and fellowship! 

St. Joseph Parish in Berwick will hold its Italian 
Festival Aug. 4-6 on the parish grounds. Friday and Satur-
day from 4-9 p.m., and Sunday from noon-4 p.m. Porkette, 
fireballs, meatballs, sausage, haluski, chicken parmesan, 
eggplant parmesan, potato pancakes, chicken fingers, 
French fries, hamburgers, hot dogs, funnel fries, deep fried 
pierogi, deep fried ravioli, pizza, wedding soup, baked 
goods and ice cream. Fried dough available Friday and 
Saturday only. Adult beverage pavilion, pasta dinner Sun-
day, money raffle, basket raffle, kids’ games, and games of 
chance. Entertainment by “The Shoreliners” Friday, “The 
Legends” Saturday, and “Polka Punch” Sunday. No pets 
permitted.

Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Parish in Middletown will hold its 15th annual com-
munity festival July 6-8 from 6-10 p.m. at 360 East Water 
Street. Games for kids and adults, car show Thursday 
from 5-8 p.m., Bingo, flea market, basket raffle, cash 
raffle. Food includes hamburgers, French fries, hot dogs, 
sausage, chicken fingers, funnel cakes, milk shakes, ice 
cream, fried Oreos. Homemade dinners served in the 
cafeteria from 5-8 p.m. include pierogi, halushki, halupki, 
stuffed shells, spaghetti and meatballs, chicken parmesan, 
cheesesteak, meatball subs, fish and pulled pork BBQ, all 
with sides and desserts. The CCW will have a baked goods 
table in the school lobby. Entertainment by DJ Joe Trojcak 
on Thursday, Rita Angelucci from Class Act on Friday, and 
“Fresh Ayre” on Saturday.

Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Parish in 
Elysburg will hold its Fourth Annual Lobster Fest on 
Aug. 26 from 5-11 p.m. on the Church grounds. You do not 
need a ticket to attend. This year the festival will feature 
hamburgers, hot dogs, Italian porkette, halushki, delicious 
soups including lobster bisque, and beverages. There will 
be an expanded game and activity area for children as 
well as drawings and raffles for adults. Chances available 
for a variety of theme baskets, gift cards and large prizes. 
Entertainment by local talent, “Double Talk.” Ultimate Penn 
State Package tickets will also be available, which includes 
4 game tickets, parking pass, and entire tailgate package. 
Lobster dinners, which include a whole steamed Maine 
lobster, corn on the cob, potatoes, coleslaw or cucumber 
salad, and two beverages are available for $25. Live and 

steamed lobsters are also available for pickup during the 
afternoon from 1-3 p.m. All lobsters and lobster dinners 
must be preordered by Aug. 3. Orders may be placed by 
calling the parish office at 570-672-2302, emailing sheila@
qmhr.net, or by going to www.qmhr.net and clicking on the 
dancing lobster. The event will be held rain or shine with 
plenty of seating and tents. To accommodate those at-
tending Lobster Fest, the weekly Saturday Mass has been 
moved ahead one hour to 4 p.m. for that weekend only.

The Adams County Ancient Order of Hi-
bernians is holding the 17th Annual Adams County 
Irish Festival on Saturday, July 15 (rain or shine) from 10 
a.m.-6:30 p.m. at Moose Park in Straban Township (100 
Moose Road, Gettysburg). The festival features family fun 
for all, with Irish music all day, dancers, Irish merchandise 
and food vendors. The festival benefits area hunger-relief 
groups. Admission is $10 per person; children age 12 and 
under are free. Bring your lawn chairs or blankets and join 
the fun! Visit www.adamscountyirishfestival.org for more 
info.

St. Catherine of Siena Parish in Quarryville 
will be having a church picnic on Sunday, July 9 from noon-
3 p.m. With an outdoor picnic under the pavilion, what 
could be more fun while eating hamburgers, hot dogs, and 
all the picnic food our parishioners are sharing with each 
other! With plenty of fellowship, games for the kids and 
adults, there will not be a dull moment.

The 34th Annual San Juan Bautista His-
panic Festival in Lancaster will be held July 26-29 
at San Juan Bautista Catholic Church, 425 South Duke 
Street, Lancaster. Wide variety of food, native costumes 
and the ever popular Latin music, bingo, inflatable rides 
and much more. This year’s festival culminates at 11 p.m. 
Saturday with the Grand Raffle of a 2017 Honda Fit or 
$12,500. The festival also boasts a wide variety of tradi-
tional Hispanic cuisines. Admission to the festival is free 
and hours are: Wednesday 6-9 p.m.; Thursday 6-10 p.m.; 
Friday 6-11 p.m., and Saturday 4-11 p.m. For more infor-
mation, contact: Milzy N. Carrasco at 717-392-4118.

Corpus Christi Parish in Chambersburg 
will hold its Church Picnic on Sept. 10 from noon-5 p.m. 
at Chambersburg AMVETS Post 224 Picnic Pavilion and 
Grounds, located at 750 5th Avenue. The parish will also 
hold its International Food Festival on Oct. 21 on the Par-
ish Center grounds. The food festival will feature music, 
games, and cuisine from various countries represented in 
the parish. For information on either event, call 717-264-
6317.

The Serra Club of Lancaster is holding its an-
nual summer picnic for priests and sisters of the Lancaster 
Deanery on Aug. 3 in Pauline Hall at St. Anne Retirement 
Community in Columbia. Everyone is invited to attend. 
Snacks and chat begin at 4:30 p.m., and the buffet dinner 
begins at 5:30. Cost is $20 per person. RSVP by July 24 
by sending a check to Rosemary Bianco, 706 Rosemont 
Drive, Lititz PA 17543.
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Seasons of Hope Bereavement  
Ministry Offered at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton  

Parish in Mechanicsburg
“Blessed are those who mourn, they shall be comforted.”
Whether you have lost a spouse, child, sister, brother, mother, father, friend, or some 

other important person in your life – whether it was last month, months ago, or years have 
passed – if you are still mourning in ways that hinder you from having joy in your life, 
or seeing friends, the Seasons of Hope Bereavement Ministry is for you and your family. 
The ministry is based on the Ave Maria Press materials of author M. Donna MacLeod, 
RN, MSN, nationally recognized for her work in bereavement ministry.

The ministry will be offered at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg Thurs-
days at 6:30 p.m. in the Bayley Conference Room, 310 Hertzler Road, Mechanicsburg; 
www.steas.net.  An introductory session will take place July 20, followed by six regular 
sessions from July 27 through August 31.

Our Lord assured us that those who mourn are blessed, and that they shall be comfort-
ed. Seasons of Hope offers the bereaved an opportunity to come together to share in God’s 
love. With the support of our faith community, we can give voice to our unique journeys 
of grief, and find healing and spiritual growth. Seasons of Hope helps us explore mourn-
ing through Scripture, prayer, reflection and faith sharing. It is centered on Jesus Christ 
and grounded in the healing wisdom, traditions, and practices of the Catholic Church. 

Each year, many families face the loss of loved ones, and immediately afterwards often 
experience an outpouring of caring and support. Seasons of Hope continues that car-
ing spirit into the difficult and sometimes lengthy period that follows—when grief can 
overwhelm. For those searching for healing and peace, Seasons of Hope is a nurturing 
link. Jesus Christ, working through His Church, is the source of all consolation.

For information about the ministry at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, contact Ernie 
Nettleton, 717-766-8806, enettletonjr@gmail.com, or Donna Nebistinsky, 717-697-6929, 
donna@steas.net.

Member of St. Philip the Apostle  
Parish Achieves Eagle Scout Rank

After nearly nine months of planning, preparation, coor-
dination and hard work to see his project through to com-
pletion, Gabriel Miranda cut the ribbon at the blessing of 
a bus shelter at St. Philip the Apostle Parish in Millersville 
that he constructed for his Eagle Scout project.

Gabriel proved that being on the Autism Spectrum does 
not need to define your capabilities nor limit your goals in 
life. Gabriel, who has received Autistic learning support 
from IU13 during his school years, was able to achieve 
this goal because of support from his family and Scout 
leaders and belief in himself.  

He is shown cutting the ribbon at the blessing and dedi-
cation of the bus shelter at St. Philip the Apostle Church in 
Millersville. He was able to raise more than $9,000 to fund 
the project, in addition to support from local businesses 

with donations of concrete, electrical work and a tow motor to hoist it up.  
Gabriel joined Scouting in 2008 as a Cub Scout. He earned Cub Scout’s highest award, the 

Arrow of Light, in February of 2010 before entering Boy Scouts in March 2010 as a Scout 
in Troop 268. Over the next five years, he advanced in rank from Tenderfoot to Life Scout, 
participating in many camping trips and Summer Camps at Bashore Scout Reservation. He 
was elected to the Order of the Arrow, Boy Scouts honor society, in 2015.  

He earned 27 merit badges, ranging from Art to Wilderness Survival, and planned and ex-
ecuted the Eagle Scout Service Project of erecting the bus shelter to qualify for consideration 
for advancement to the rank of Eagle Scout, which he was awarded on May 15.

Former Lafayette Head Football  
Coach Returns to Lebanon Catholic for  

Athletics and Advancement Position
Coach Frank Tavani, former head coach at Lafayette College and a 1971 graduate of 

Lebanon Catholic, has been appointed as the Executive Director of Strategic Planning 
for Athletics and Advancement at Lebanon Catholic School.  

After 40 years of coaching football at the college level, Tavani announced his retire-
ment in November of 2016. In December of 1999 he became Lafayette’s 27th head 
football coach. His charge upon taking the job was to restore the Lafayette program 
to glory. In his 17 years as head football coach and 30 years on the football staff at 
Lafayette College in Easton, Pa., Tavani amassed the second-most coaching wins in 
Lafayette history and hails seven Patriot League titles. For the first time in school his-
tory, he took his teams to the NCAA playoffs four times.  

Tavani’s impact has extended beyond the playing field and the classroom. He 
worked with college officials and major donors on the $33 million transformation 
of Fisher Stadium that now features the 24,000 square foot Bourger Varsity Football 
House as the home of Lafayette football. The year before coming to Lafayette, Tavani 
served as the defensive coordinator at Lebanon Valley College, his alma mater. During 
that time, he was also Lebanon Valley’s Director of Alumni Services and Parents’ Pro-
grams. From 1976-85, Tavani was the offensive coordinator at Franklin & Marshall 
College, helping guide the Diplomats to a 10-year record of 67-23-1. 

Upon his retirement, Lafayette College conferred the honor of emeritus status as 
Instructor of Athletics and Physical Education on Tavani for his remarkable record of 
teaching and coaching.

Lebanon Catholic School is very fortunate to welcome Tavani to its administration. 
He will work closely with newly hired athletic director Joseph Shay, a 1998 Lebanon 
Catholic graduate, and Director of Advancement, Lori Kostow.

Principal Rose Kury commented, “We are so excited to welcome Mr. Tavani back 
to his alma mater. He brings with him a wealth of experience as a coach, educator, 
mentor and a graduate of a Catholic school which has prepared him to lead our school 
into the future. Nothing demonstrates the sense of community more than the pride of 
alumni who return to Lebanon Catholic to share their knowledge and give back to the 
place that set the course for their life.”

“It is truly an honor and privilege to return to your alma mater and give your talents 
and abilities to a place that helped shape you into the person you have become. I look 
forward to this new chapter in my life.  I relish the opportunity to help mold the lives 
of young people and drive this school to the forefront of our community,” expressed 
Tavani.  

The names of the following de-
ceased persons have been submitted 
by their parishes. Please remember 
in your prayers the happy repose of 
these recently departed souls and the 
consolation of their loved ones.

ANNVILLE – St. Paul the Apostle: 
Claudette DiAngelis, Philip Johnson, 
Kenneth Raymond, Sarah Raymond.

BERWICK – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Sylvia Garbacik, 
Jeffrey Kantor, Carol Sukel.

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: 
Grace E. Lutz.

BUCHANAN VALLEY – St. 
Ignatius Loyola: Mary Margaret Kane.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: 
Monica Petrino.

CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus 
Christi: Anthony Raymond Paar.

COLUMBIA – Holy Trinity: Erla 
Broich, George Eckert, Patricia  
Feltenberger.

DAUPHIN – St. Matthew: John 
Kruleski, Frances Sossong.

ELYSBURG – Queen of the Most 
Holy Rosary: Natalie A. Conahan,  
Doris L. Klick, Helen Oros, Gregory 
D. Shepard, John C. Shervanick,  
Frederick “Fritz” Shingara.

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis 
Xavier: James Carosielli, Deborah A. 
Cole, JoAnn Croyle.

GREENCASTLE – St. Mark: 
Kathryn “Kay” Barry.

HANOVER – St. Vincent de Paul: 
Idella Krug.

HARRISBURG – Holy Name of 
Jesus: Dr. John B. Goedecke, Edward 
F. Kovach, Sr., Thomas C. Mont; St. 
Catherine Labouré: Charlotte Lang; 
St. Francis of Assisi: Luis Ayala; St. 
Margaret Mary: Mary Caruso.

Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in July during 
the past 25 years:
Deacon Joseph Broussard, 1992
Father Joseph Ceponis, 1997
Msgr. Joseph Kealy, 1997
Father Charles Procopio, 1997
Deacon Joseph Sahd, 1998.
Msgr. Cletus Wagman, 2001
Father Joseph Coyne, 2001
Deacon Gerard Kole, 2002
Father Ramon Rivera-Lopez, 2007
Father Daniel Mahoney, 2007

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: 
Evelyn DiNunzio, Della Sonni.

LEBANON – Assumption BVM: 
Anthony G. Verna, Robert J. Weddle; 
St. Cecilia: Mary Becker, Catherine 
Moody, Ethel Remlinger.

LITTLESTOWN – St. Aloysius: 
Sharon Byron.

MCSHERRYSTOWN – 
Annunciation BVM: John Walsh.

MECHANICSBURG – St. Joseph: 
Frederic Nassaux, James Reagan.

MOUNT JOY – Mary, Mother of 
the Church: Margaret “Peggy”  
Anderson.

NEW CUMBERLAND – St. 
Theresa: Michael Boytim, Ethel  
Culp, John Mateer.
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(See a listing of parish festivals  
and picnics on page 13.)

Spiritual Offerings
A Rosary Rally celebrating the 100th Anniversa-

ry of the Fatima Apparitions is prayed the third Saturday 
of each month in the Square in Littlestown at 12 noon. The next 
rally is July 15. Call Barb at 717-359-4604.

A living Rosary to commemorate the centennial 
of the apparitions at Fatima will be prayed every 13th 
day of the month at 6:30 p.m. through Oct. 13 behind St. Patrick 
Church on Marsh Drive in Carlisle, rain or shine. The Cumberland 
County Division 2 of the Ancient Order of Hibernians is hosting 
the monthly event. For more information, contact Tom Kane at 
717-249-0089.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for children 
will be offered every Tuesday from 4-5 p.m. and Thursday from 
1-4 p.m. in the Adoration Chapel at St. Joseph Church, Lancaster, 
June 13-Aug. 24. The children will be invited to follow Our Lady of 
Fatima to Jesus in honor of the 100th anniversary of the Fatima 
apparitions. Catechist, Patricia Wang will welcome and guide 
children of all ages and abilities in Fatima prayers as we grow 
closer to Jesus! Songs, praise, stories of saints and Bible, the 
Rosary, Stations of the Cross, and the Divine Mercy Chaplet. On 
Thursday Aug. 3, children and their families are invited to join Mrs. 
Wang in Emmittsburg, Md., at the National Shrine Grotto for the 
annual diocesan Pilgrimage for Peace. .at the Grotto. Children’s 
Adoration in the St. Joseph Chapel that day will be self-guided. 
Contact Mrs. Wang at 717-396-0635 or mrswang113@gmail.com 
for more information. 

Come join us at Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc 
Church in Hershey on Wednesday, Aug. 2 at 7 p.m. Join 
your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ as we adore Our Lord 
through prayer, praise, worship and music. Father Modestus 
will preside. A reception will be held immediately following the 
Caelorum in the St. Lucy House. For more information, call 717-
583-0240.  

Mass with Prayers for Healing: Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Parish in Mount Carmel will have a Mass with prayers for 
healing celebrated by Father Francis Karwacki, pastor, at 6:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, July 12.

Bishop Willliam Waltersheid, Auxiliary Bishop 
of Pittsburgh, will celebrate the 4 p.m. Mass at Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Church in Mount Carmel on Saturday, July 15 on 
the occasion of the 25th anniversary of his ordination to the priest-
hood. All are invited.

Pilgrimages and Retreats
Corpus Christi Men’s Retreat: All men in the Harris-

burg Diocese are invited by Corpus Christi Parish in Chambers-
burg to attend the 39th Men’s Retreat. The retreat begins Friday, 
Aug. 4, and continues through Sunday afternoon, Aug. 6. Location 
of the event is again Mount St. Mary’s Seminary, Emmitsburg, 
Md. Msgr. Charles Pope, pastor of Holy Comforter St. Cyprian 
Parish of Washington, D.C., is this year’s retreat master. Theme: 
“Journey to the Normal Christian Life—the life Jesus Christ died to 
give us.” Minimum age is 14, and there is no maximum! Hundreds 
of men from over 40 parishes attended last summer, and many 
of those attend annually. Fathers and grandfathers are encour-
aged to bring sons and grandsons. For further information, please 
contact Keith Smith of the Corpus Christi Men’s Retreat Commit-
tee by e-mail at krstbone@yahoo.com, or leave a message at 
717-263-3442.

A pilgrimage to the Holy Land with Father Luis 
Rodriguez to celebrate the national Encuentro, will take place 
Jan. 24-Feb. 2, 2018. Visit Galilee, Nazareth, Cana, Bethlehem, 
the Dead Sea, Jericho, the Wailing Wall, Jerusalem, the Mount 
of Olives and more. Land and air from Newark, $2,995. For more 
information, contact Sylvia at Select International Tours at 1-800-
842-4842 or sylvia@select-intl.com.

Pilgrimage to Shrines of Italy, April 10-20, 2018 
with St. Patrick Parish in Carlisle and Father Wil-
liam Forrey, pastor. Travel presentation will be held on July 26 
at the Parish Activity Center at St. Patrick Church on Marsh 
Drive. Eleven days and 15 meals are included, with transportation 
by bus and a tour guide. Visiting the Vatican, a Papal Audience, 
Assisi, San Giovani Rotondo, Pompeii and numerous other cities. 
For further information or to RSVP for the Presentation Night, 
contact Cynthia Adams at pilgrimage2018@gmail.com or call 
717-554-8929.  

St. Katharine Drexel Parish in Mechanicsburg 
will host a Peace Pilgrimage to Washington, D.C., 
Wednesday, Oct. 4, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. The one-
day pilgrimage includes private, morning Mass at the Basilica of 
the Immaculate Conception. The celebrant will be Father Kenneth 
Smith, pastor of St. Katharine Drexel Parish. The next stop is the 
John Paul II National Shrine. The Rosary and the Chaplet of the 
Divine Mercy will be prayed in the Luminous Mysteries Chapel. 
The last pilgrimage stop will be the Franciscan Monastery of the 
Holy Land in America, which includes a guided tour of the mon-
astery. Lunch at the Basilica cafeteria and dinner at the Nautilus 
Diner in Timonium, Md., are at the pilgrim’s expense. Cost is 
$48. Registration deadline is Tuesday, Aug. 15. For a complete 
itinerary and to register, contact Lou Schultz at 717-766-5322 or 
LouisSchultz@msn.com.

Education & Enrichment
Annual Diocesan Liturgical Workshop – An invita-

tion is extended to all interested parishioners to attend the Annual 

Diocesan Liturgical Workshop. The workshop, “Unlocking the 
Power and Influence of the Sacred Liturgy,” will be held on Sat-
urday, Aug. 12 from 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at the Cardinal Keeler 
Center, Harrisburg. There is no registration fee, but registration 
is required to ensure that we have sufficient materials. The regis-
tration form is available on the diocesan website events calendar 
at www.HbgDiocese.org. Direct any questions to Connie Egan at 
cegan@hbgdiocese.org.

St. Leo the Great Parish in Rohrerstown will 
sponsor “A Summer Faith Journey – Catholicism: The Pivotal 
Players” with Bishop Robert Barron’s DVD series. Each session 
will be held on the following Wednesday evenings, after 7 p.m. 
Mass, in Rooms 3 & 4 of the church. July 12 - St. Catherine 
of Siena, The Mystic; July 19 - Michelangelo, The Artist. No 
homework, discussion or RSVP required. Come to one or all of 
the sessions. Summer refreshments will be served. For more 
information, contact the church office at 717-394-1742.

St. John the Baptist Parish in New Freedom 
Adult Faith Formation Program will be hosting Bible 
and faith sharing studies beginning next fall. The studies will 
include The Great Adventure Bible Timeline, Follow Me: The 
Gospel of John, Hearts Afire Parish-Based Program Retreats, 
and more. For details, consult St. John’s Parish website for what 
is currently being offered and for future updates at http://www.
sjbnf.org/for-adults. You may contact the Religious Education 
Office at 717-235-2439 for more information and to register.

Ever thought about the purpose of your life? 
Ever asked yourself how you can begin a better 
life? Want to know why Jesus matters? Are you tired of fishing 
for answers to questions like these? Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Parish in Abbottstown is inviting those interested in these sub-
jects to attend “Discovering Christ,” a 7-session course on the 
most important questions of life. The course offers you an op-
portunity to revitalize your faith, to grow or develop a relationship 
with Jesus Christ, to have fellowship in your faith journey and to 
explore the meaning of life in Jesus Christ. Bring family, friends 
and neighbors with you to hear the good news and to personally 
encounter Jesus Christ! This inspiring and exciting series will 
begin on Aug. 22 and continue until Oct. 3 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
To register or for more information, contact Sister Rosanne at 
717-259-0611, ext. 7.

Fundraisers & Events
Our Mother of Perpetual Help School’s 60th 

Anniversary Alumni Reunion will be held Sept. 16 from 
6-10 p.m. in the school gym, 330 Church Avenue, Ephrata. This 
reunion is for all alumni in the classes of 1960 to 2009. Tickets 
are $25 person/$40 couple. Ages 21 and over only! Join our 
Facebook page at OMPH Reunion for more information, or call 
Lauren (DePaul) Caramenico (Class of ’94) at 717-314-1806.

St. James Parish in Lititz will continue its Centennial 
Concert Series on July 30 with a viola recital by Emily Owsinski, 
a member of St. James Parish who holds the principal chair in 
viola at the Indiana University Philharmonic and has positions 
with the Terra Haute, Columbus, Carmel and Indianapolis sym-
phonies. The concert will be held July 30 at 7 p.m. in the church. 
A free-will offering will be taken. 

The Silence of Mary Home will hold the 6th an-
nual 5K, the “Mid-Summer Madness 5K and fun walk,” on July 
22, starting at 8:30 a.m., at Bishop McDevitt High School in Har-
risburg This year, we have a new 5K course (fewer loops), and 
a separate “Fun walk” of up to 4 laps around the stadium track. 
Registration is either by mail (download the brochure from www.
thesilenceofmary.org and mail or bring it to the event) or go to 
Active.com. The fee for the 5K is $25 until July 8, then goes to 
$30. The fun walk has no fee, just a donation of any amount. (A 
donation of $25 will earn a 5K t-shirt). Contact information: Bill 
Egan, 717-743-0717.

Holy Spirit Knights of Columbus Council 
#10502 in Palmyra is holding a golf outing at Iron Valley 
Golf Club in Lebanon on August 26. Four-person scramble 
format with 8 a.m. shotgun start. $80 per person fee includes 
light breakfast, beverages, chicken and BBQ pork lunch, as well 
as numerous prizes. Register online at www.spiritscramble.com. 
Contact Dane Schoenbaum 717-304-3493 or dane.schoen-
baum@gmail.com with any questions.

Tuscarora Catholic Summer Camp will hold its 
24th annual week of faith-filled, fun-filled activities for Catholic 
boys and girls in grades 4-12 at Rhodes Grove Camp from 
July 24-27, located off Route 11 between Greencastle and 
Chambersburg. Campers come from parishes in the Diocese 
of Altoona-Johnstown, Harrisburg, and the Archdiocese of 
Baltimore. Rhodes Grove functions year-round as a confer-
ence center with its own food, maintenance, pool, and physical 
staff. Tuscarora XXIV’s Catholic, volunteer staff, includes priests, 
sisters, a nurse, and lay persons both married and single, to lead 
and oversee camp activities. The daily program includes Mass 
and religion activities along with swimming, waterslide, high 
tower ropes, swing, canoeing, crafts, nature studies and more. 
Cost is $225 per camper. For further information and application, 
contact Sister Margie Monahan, CCW, 110 South Third Street, 
McConnellsburg, PA 17233 or sistermargie@comcast.net.

Resurrection Catholic School in Lancaster 
announces its annual golf outing Sept. 12 at Four Seasons 
Golf Club in Landisville with a shotgun start at 12:30 p.m. and 
registration at 10 a.m. Men and women golfers may play in four-
somes for $85 each. Twosomes and singles will be paired up. 
The day includes a hot dog/hamburger/beer lunch, a roast beef/
stuffed chicken dinner and door prizes. Golfers prepaid by Aug. 
1 are entered for a chance to win a $50 Giant gift card. Contests 
include a $10,000 prize for a hole in one on hole four sponsored 
by Certified Carpet. Some sponsorships remain available for 

tee hole signs ($250), pin flags ($325) which later get framed 
and delivered as a thank you, tables ($100) and golf carts ($25). 
Gold sponsorships ($1,000) include golf for a foursome, pin flag, 
tee sign 5 golf carts and four tables; silver sponsorships ($750) 
include golf for a foursome, pin flag, five golf carts and one table; 
bronze sponsorships ($500) include a tee sign, five golf carts and 
one table. All include special recognition at the dinner. Proceeds 
go toward the technology fund. For information or to register, call 
717-392-3083 or e-mail dwalker@resurrectioncatholicschool.net.

St. Catherine Labouré Knights of Columbus 
Council 12811, Harrisburg, is sponsoring a members’ 
and families’ Night Out at the Ballpark on Thursday July 20 at 7 
p.m. at the FNB field of the Harrisburg Senators. The Senators 
will be hosting the Birmingham Ponies, the New York Mets’ farm 
team club. The Phillie Phanatic will be making guest appearance, 
and there will be fireworks after the game.

The St. Joan of Arc Council of Catholic Women 
in Hershey will be holding their annual rummage sale and flea 
market on Friday, Aug. 4 from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. and Saturday, Aug. 
5 from 8-11 a.m. The rummage sale and flea market will be held 
in the school cafeteria, which is located at 359 W. Areba Ave. 
in Hershey. There will be bargains galore, clothing, household 
items, books, games, puzzles, jewelry, toys, knick-knacks and 
much more! Something for everyone. All proceeds go to charity.

A chicken barbecue sponsored by Knights of 
Columbus #15929 will take place at St. Benedict the Abbot 
Parish on July 15 from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. The $9 dinner includes half 
a chicken, roll, baked potato and choice of applesauce or cole 
slaw.

Job Openings
The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference has a 

full-time secretarial position available with excellent 
benefits in a busy downtown Harrisburg office with a Catholic 
atmosphere. Computer proficiency with word processing and 
database experience (Windows, Word or WordPerfect, and Ac-
cess) required. Must have excellent organizational skills, be able 
to work independently, and plan and prioritize work. Also requires 
the ability to maintain confidentiality, accept change, work in 
an environment with shifting priorities, and act with a sense of 
urgency and initiative. Send résumé with cover letter and salary 
requirements to info@pacatholic.org.

St. Benedict the Abbot Parish in Lebanon is 
seeking a parish secretary responsible for the daily 
operation of the parish office. Requires a mature, detail-oriented 
individual with above average keyboard skills, excellent organi-
zational and interpersonal skills with the ability to understand and 
follow instructions, as well as work independently. The person 
should be proficient in Microsoft applications, most especially 
Word, Outlook and Excel. Reports directly to the pastor or his 
designate. Bilingual Spanish (preferred)/English a must. You may 
apply at the parish office. 

Bucknell University - Assistant Catholic Cam-
pus Minister – A full-time assistant to the Chaplain for the 
Catholic Community provides faith-based support, ministry, and 
programming to Bucknell Catholic students and the broader Uni-
versity community. The position will work closely with the CCM 
student-led leadership team providing advisement, mentorship, 
and guidance. This position partners with the University Chap-
lain, Chaplain for the Jewish Community, and other religious pro-
fessionals connected with faith groups on campus. This position 
requires evening and weekend availability. For more information 
please visit http://careers.bucknell.edu/.

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Lancaster is 
seeking an organist and choir director. Responsibili-
ties include weekend Masses, Holy Days, special liturgies and 
services, funerals and weddings. Three–Manual Gundling pipe 
Organ. Choir responsibilities include: Sacred Heart Adult Choir, 
and Cantors. Approximately 15 hours/week. Seeking a person 
with organ/choir experience. Music degree desirable. Salary 
commensurate with experience. For a complete job description, 
call the rectory at 717-394-0757 or email shparish@sacred 
heartsch.org.

Resurrection Catholic School in Lancaster is 
seeking a full-time Junior High level math and 
science teacher for the 2017-2018 school year. Candidates 
must hold a minimum of a Bachelor’s Degree and PA Instruc-
tional I teaching certificate. Please send a cover letter, résumé, 
and references to Miss Brenda Weaver at  
bweaver@resurrectioncatholicschool.net.

Employment opportunities at York Catholic 
High School. York Catholic High School is seeking to fill the 
following teaching and staff positions for the 2017-2018 school 
year: Math Teacher, English Teacher, Religion Teacher, part-time 
French Teacher, part-time Guidance Secretary. Qualified candi-
dates should demonstrate an understanding of the importance 
their position plays in all aspects of a student’s developmental 
progress.  Candidates must also be individuals rooted in faith, 
willing to support Gospel values, and willing to inspire students 
through their word and example to accept and live these values 
and teachings. Please send résumé, certification (not needed for 
Guidance Secretary), Diocesan application (available at www.
yorkcatholic.org), a copy of state and federal clearances, and 
letter of interest to Katie Seufert, Principal, York Catholic High 
School, 601 East Springettsbury Avenue, York, PA 17403. 717-
846-8871, ext. 212, kseufert@yorkcatholic.org. 

St. Margaret Mary School in Harrisburg an-
nounces the opening of the position of Director of Maintenance 
and Janitorial Services. This person will be responsible for the 
maintenance and janitorial needs of the school facility. Candi-
dates must be reliable and have a general working knowledge 
of electrical and mechanical systems, wood working, and HVAC 
(heating, ventilation, and air conditioning) systems and a variety 
of janitorial skills. The person should also be able to perform 
general maintenance and janitorial chores and be able to work in 
a school setting. A Diocesan Youth Protection Clearance badge 
and a valid driver’s license are required. A job description for this 
full-time position is available through the Parish Office (717-233-
3062) or School Office (717-232-3771).
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30th Annual Pilgrimage  
to the National Shrine Grotto  

of Our Lady of Lourdes  
Emmitsburg, Maryland

All are welcome this day to join together to pray for peace through the 
conversion of hearts, and to receive God’s blessings through Mary, Mother 
of God, and Mother of the Church. Father John Kuchinski, parochial vicar at 
St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg, will be the retreat leader. 

Schedule
10:00 – Welcome (St. Mary’s Chapel on the Hill)

10:15 – Sacrament of Reconciliation

11:30 – Stations of the Cross or Holy Rosary 

12:00 – Holy Mass (Grotto, weather permitting) 
             Celebrant and Homilist: Father John Kuchinski 
             Concelebrants: Priests from the Diocese of Harrisburg 

1:15  –  Lunch on your own (bring your own lunch)

2:15  –  Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary and Prayer of Consecration  
 (St. Mary’s Chapel)

3:00  –  Holy Hour with the Chaplet of Divine Mercy and Benediction  
 (St. Mary’s Chapel) Homilist: Father John Kuchinski 
There is no need to register. Transportation is not provided; pilgrims are 
encouraged to carpool and parishes are invited to rent a bus, is feasible. 
Pilgrims must bring their own lunch and drinks; lunch is not available  
otherwise. This pilgrimage was begun by Father Walter Sempko in 1987.
For questions, contact Deacon Tom Lang at DTLang@hbgdiocese.org. 

Annual Pilgrimage  
for Peace 

Thursday, 
August 3

Catholic News Service
Catholic Extension has launched its virtual Camp Catholic, an online summer 

camp for Catholics of all ages.
The virtual camp is designed to keep Catholics engaged in their faith during 

the lazy days of summer, “when most of us are enjoying vacations, splashing 
in the pool and celebrating the kid in all of us,” said a news release from the 
Chicago-based organization.

Camp Catholic offers campers weekly email messages that feature a Gospel 
passage paired with interactive content including activities and “Catholic Ques-
tions” that can be shared with friends, family parish and school – all delivered 
to participants’ inboxes after they sign up at https://www.catholicextension.org/
join-camp-catholic-2017.

Catholic Extension is the leading supporter of missionary work in poor and 
remote parts of the United States.

Each week of the 12-week email series covers a different theme – from voca-
tions to the sacraments to the saints. The messages contain Gospel reflections 
from seminarians who are supported by Catholic Extension as well as educa-
tional content offering catechesis and explanations behind Catholic teachings 
and traditions.

Each week, campers also can expect a “Weekly Challenge” encouraging them 
to share their faith with others and engage with Catholic Extension on social 
media.

“Featuring engaging infographics and fun activities, Camp Catholic is a per-
fect way to ensure that you don’t take a vacation from your faith this summer,” 
said the release.  

Catholic Extension ran the series last summer and more than 3,000 people par-
ticipated. To date, there are already more than 1,300 virtual campers connecting 
with their faith through Camp Catholic.

Catholic Extension Launches Online  
Summer Camp for Catholics of All Ages
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